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by Charles Denby, Editor

Some Black workers were discussing how the crisis
in this country is affecting the poor, whites as well as
Blacks. They brought up Nixon Administration attacks on
working people. One worker said, “I get frightened every
time I think of what is at the end of these four more
years with Nixon. He is a tricky politician, and seems
to be surrounded by top racketeers.

“No one could make me believe that he did not know
about the Watergate bugging of the Democratic Pgrty
office. What amazes me is so many political leaders just
beginning to think there is a connection between the
break-in and the White House. Practically every worker
in ‘oar plant believed it when the news first broke.

“Some are saying the Administration did not need
to bug the Democratic Party headquarters, because
every poll showed that Nixon was going to win by a

” landslide. I think it was done because it would enable

Nixon to grab more dictatorial power. The man seems
to be drunk for power. To me, he is striving to be the
first dictator in this country. The Senate and Congress
are his stepchildren.

“FRIGHTENING”

“Nixon’s Attorney General Kleindienst told Congress
that anyone holding a government job would not have to
appear before them to testify if Nixon did not want them
to. Executive privilege would shield them. Man, that is
frightening. Another thing that frightens me is former
Attorney General Mitchell saying he can’t wait to appear
before the Ervin Committee to testify,

“Up to now everybody has been so reluctant to testify,
1 can’t help but wonder if the White House has made a
deal with Ervin or his committee members that makes
Mitchell want to testify. I am still puzzled why no Demo-
cratic leader tried to force this investigation before the
election. They went along with Nixon, and waited until
after the election.” .

GOVT. PUSHERS
T was listening to a_former drug addict lecturing on
drugs at a meeting some weeks ago. He stated that

. there is so much money in the drug racket that neither

state nor federal officials want to abolish it, The only
hope of combating it is for people to organize themselves
in their own community and fight to keep it out.

Money from the drug racket even ends up in Wash-
ington. The daily papers ran names of some of the lead-
ing drug suppliers in Detroit. They interviewed one of
them, who stated that he paid over a half million dollars
in taxes last year, which the government took with a
smile,

- (Continued on Page 6)

At Eagle, UAW is

Long Island City, N. Y.—With contract time
coming around this year, it is time now for my
sisters and brothers at Eagle Electric to start
thinking of ways to abolish sweatshop conditions
that have prevailed here since 1920. As everyone
knows, UAW local 365 is a real sweetheart union. I'm
not against true love, but when it's between the company
and the union leadership at the expense of our lives,
then I think there’s something to holler about,

The first and most obvious thing which must go is
the piece-rate. People were not made to race clocks for
a living. Most of the shops at Eagle are piece-work
shops, and most of the workers here are subjected to
that inhuman process. We produce hundreds and thou-
sands of dollars worth of goods a day for Eagle. There
is no reason why Eagle can't return the favor and pro-
vide every worker with a guaranteed living wage.

If the union has done anything to knock down the
race, sex and language barriers between shops, I haven't
heard about it. Where are the training programs for un-
skilled workers to move into better shops? There is no
excuse for the ancient, rotting equipment, machinery
and work areas. If anyone is getting badly injured, 99%
of the blame: lies with the company.

Noise control is another necessity. Excessive noise,
such as in the Stamping and Screw shops, destroys hear-
ing, causes high blood pressure, and works your nerves
raw. Ear-plugs and ear-muffs, when the company bothers
to pass them out, tend to become uncomfortable during
eight hours of work. They also cause painful rashes in
the hot shops during the summer. It may not be cheaper
to buy machines équipped with noise-controls, but for
Eagle to do otherwise is simply inhumane. ,

“Human Power is its own end”
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Union Shop

Massive workers' strikes in Britain

challenge both Tory

By Harry McShane
Glasgow, Scotland—The wage freeze imposed
late last fall by the'Heath Tory government in
Britain to control a disastrous inflationary spiral

action as civil servants strike for first time in history.

a sweetheart union

These are just a few ideas, I'm sure that every other
worker here has many more. Pass them around! Eagle
Electric may be a rich and powerful company, but it
would be nothing at all without us to run its machines:
It’s high time that we force Eagle into the 20th century.

—Building #1 Worker

Grape bchott resumes!

Delano, Calif. — In their continuing effort to break

the United Farm Workers Union, = California grape
growers have signed a ‘“‘backdoor” sweetheart contract
with the Teamsters Union, after the growers three-year
contract with the UFW expired. The new contract gives
workers a basic wage 10 percent lower. than the UFW
confract. It will also eliminate the hiring hall and return
to the old system of labor being supplied to growers by
labor contractors, long known for their abusive and
racist treatment of workers.

UFW President Cesar Chavez called on all consum-
ers to begin an immediate hoycott of table grapes pro-
duced by growers who have not signed UFW contracts.
These growers include: Richard Bagdasarian Company,
Mecea, California; Tenneco Corporation, Chicago, Illinois;

.'and L. R. Hamilton, Inc., Reedley, California.

Chavez charged that the federal government knows
about cash payments from lettuce, grape and other
growers to Teamster officials to infimidate UFW mem-
bers into agreeing to work under a Teamsters’ contract.
Such payments are illegal under the Taft-Hartley Act,

but the government has-done " nothing ia!_jout"glygm.:.;

e
o

British museum workers in London join in widespread

and Labor parties

has produced a continuously growing revolt on

the part of the working class which at times

reached dimensions nearing a general strike.
Since the beginning of the year, selective strike
actions by millions of workers have crippled
transportation, closed schools and industries, dis-
rupted utility services, and for the first time in
history saw civil servants, teachers and non-medi-

cal hospital workers never before involved. in

labor. action, out on strike for a living wage.

Despite this massive and often spontaneous outpour-
ing of working class opposition to the repressive Tory
government, both Labor Party and union leaders have
refused to seriously propose a united course ‘of action
which could challenge and defeat Heath’s regime. Ac-
tually, the Labor Party is trying to keep up with the
Tories who have made some concessions to pensioners
and low-paid workers in order to divide the working
class. The Tories are trying to use the low-paid to throw
discredit on these who are going on strike in defiance
of the anti-strike laws. The measures taken by the
Government are similar to those taken by President
Nixon in America.

LABOR AND TORIES BOTH LOSE

In Scotiand and elsewhere, the Liberals and the
Scottish Nationalists are winning a great deal of promi-
nence because of their criticism of both the Labor and
Tory parties. In Chester-Le-Street, an industrial area. in
Northeast England, although the Labor Party candidate

won the seat in a March election, the Labor Party vote

fell from 71 percent in the general election to 53 per-
cent. The Tory vote dropped from 28.4 percent to 84
percent. The Liberal Party candidate got 36 percent of
the vote—the first time in 86 years that a Liberal candi-
date even ran for the seat. In Lincoln, also in the
Northeast, a popular but unofficial Labor candidate
defeated the official party representative. At Dundee
East, a Scottish Nationalist ran a close second to Labor.
Taking these results together, Labor’s share of the vote
fell from 57.4 percent at the general election to 37.6
percent, while the Tory vote dropped from 36.4 to 16.7
percent. .
Closely related to these developments, of course, is
the deteriorating economic situation, and the efforts of
the Heath government to try to salvage whatever is possi-
ble. Central to economic survival is the U.S., with which
Britain has a favorable balance of trade, a balance that
Heath wants to keep. Heath wants all that can be gained
from Europe without sharing any of the hardships that
may. spring from American stiffening of trade relations
in response to Britain’s entry into the Common Market.
Britain has been in the Common Market since the
beginning of the year, but, in the field of foreign policy
she has more in common with President Nixon than
with her new partners in Europe. She is the only Com-
mon Market country that has not recognized the Gov-
ernment of North Vietnam,

MILITARISM CONTINUES

On another front, where there is concern among the
political leaders of Europe over the possibility that
America will -reduce her military presence in- Europe,
British politicians, both Labor and Tory, have -boasted
that they make a larger contribution to NATO than any
other country in Europe. And in the meantime, the

Russians are making the most of the coming conference

on European security, hinting of the possibility of much

closer economic ties between the Common Market and -

the Russian-dominated bloc of East Europe nations—
T mtet o (Continued on Page )
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~ Women protest Nixon cuts In child care_funds

. Datrolt, Mich,—Three hundred demonstrators
inarched in front ef the GM Building here en
April 10, as part of a nation-wide protest against
Preaident Nixon's cuts In federal spending for
foelal programs, particularly day care centers.

Werking methers and abeut 100 pre-acheel ehildren
were jolned {n their pieket line by mapy concerned
xg?eu §, aueh as Wesatalde Mothers, Natlenal Weifare

ightas Organizatien, UAW Retirees and others. Demens
atraters earpled algna sayin t “Child eare net wellare
for werking mathers,”” ©Children are our greatest ye:
souiree,’! apd *"UAW Grand-dads support ehlld eare.”

The maln purpese of the demonstratjen was ta call
attention o the faot that many working women and men
‘weuld be unable te afford ehild eare without federal
funds and weuld be foreed to quit their joba te eare
for thelr small ehildren if the propoesed euts go inte effeet.

While en one hand Presidant Nixon talks about re:
dueing the number af peaple en welfare, en the ether
Kand he makes euts in isgislation whish will foree many
lew:ineame people wha now have jobs and persens whe
are bapely peraping by on 'fixed" incomen to seok wel:
fare in order to eare for themuelves or thelr families,
With the new guidelines he has writien It will be harder
than ever for them even to become eligible,

One weman at the demenstration ssid she was en:
eeuraged by the number of different grou?s represented
peeause people haven't heen paying attention unleas the
issue direetly eoneerns them or semeone they're elese
te. Bhe sald, "Amerieans just don't understand what's
ﬁelﬁ§ on and hew this ean happen in Ameriea, In ether
eouniries they have ehild eare and eld people arem't
tarving." =8, Cakey, Detrolt N&L W.L.

Women in factory jobs

~ are creative, soek freedom

In an artlele by Adrienne Rieh in the New
York Review of Books, I was happy to see what
she had written about metherheod. She, at least,
Fealles that it la ebvieusly the enly way to get mere
human beings and alse opens up many avemues of
ggeggiithe‘sg bing te it net mere funetien, but sems form

I am, however, sometimes at a loss in following her
artlele beeaune it deesn't seem te be immorsed in the
.perleds of histery, Rleh dees meniien 'teehmelegiea)
1T irétlon hew b“ Aumbe
ut I remember seme:
thing I read by Marx where he sald the dawn ef eap:
itallam, of neceaaity, pulled wemen and ehildren into the
textile faotories, away from the home, and alter, had
ta gend some werking wemen io sehoel (from the textile
mills = the ireny of it all) to learn how 1o sew = a
Yhame' art that had heen lost awepting it eut in the

. faetgries,

1 am aware that Marx was net saylng women gheuld
have been at home newing, a eoncluslen that some in
Wi teday would ne deubt draw, He was deseribing
eapitalism's inner motien af throwing gleo la t;- m':\,

all for the sake
of produetion. It la very hard for me to think of men In
the familles of early eapitalism as male ehauviniats,
Hiving worked eight heurs a dai; in medern faeteries,
I ean't |magine these pasple felt that way when the
whole family was thrown into those early faetopies,

1 was not happy with Rieh when she talks of women

- -gotting ahead in this aeelety, beeause she seema to be

alking enly abeut ewxeeutive positiens, Mhe deean't gee
amlng some freedem threugh faetery johs and fighting
1R the factery, It s nat only the ald caneept of the ‘'back-
wardnens” of the werker but ales the “"hackwardness" ef
the faetory Job ahe ieems to express. Te her the factory
jeb is low en the totem pele, and anyone in a faetery,
wemen ag well as men, are leas than ereative,
o == ARgela Terrans

Detroil, Mieh=Mare than 350 welfare work.

. ers from seven offices in Wayne County, gathered

for a Unlty Rally April 18th, to protest work
speed-up by the Administratien, The rally re-
~sulted after several meetings between the Ad:
ministration and workers to resolve the em:
glexees‘ grievanees, Several new programa, such
a8 the Health Hereening program, are to he implemented
- In the near future, but ne new workers are te he hired
o servies partlejpating clients,

- The head of General Assistanee (GA) met with the

- workers at Kefehevalbami when worksrs guestisned why .

eanelaads esuld net be deereased, they were teld the

| - Atbministration had the right to determine easeload, even

|

if londs inerensed to 500 eases per werker!
In an age when the eatire natlon is bayeottln meat,
and the Adminlstration suggests we g}ﬁ ‘Flah for Pa:
tritiam,” little attentlon has been paid¥ie the leas than
e Row using have Bot poon, &I‘fﬁt e
] od ainee ‘
ellent nily joi §5:18 a week for feod, pl

"Working women

w 88 .| uddresses In the box, page 3,

<)

=Phate ' T, Meen

Marehers In Detrolt pleket agalnst day-care euts,

ralses storm
in Insurance

Hartford, Conn.~The response to "Working
Women," a leatlet written by women working in
Hartford inaurance companies, has been tremen.
dous. On mornings when the leaflet was distrib.
uted, women walked from desk to desk discussing
it and many kept it on top of thelr desks all week,

Two or three days after its distribution, stories began
te ecome in from women ut- different Insurance eom.
famea‘ One of the twe dally newspapers printed a
hree-celumn aiory abeut the leaflet whieh ineluded
its address and philosophleal statement in full, And
although 8 male exeeutive remarked, “Working women?
1 knew a lot of women whe get pald but few who werk,”
one wemen who topk a eopy summed up the women's
Feipense when éhe sald, ""Working women? That's us!"

Here are some excerpte from the leaflett

*‘We believe women's liberatien is essential to human
lberation. The answer (e our problems as working
women is not mere women exeeutives er wemen en the
beards of direetors, but joining together to demand our
human rights In all areas of eur lives, Through the
and reason of wemen fighting for human rights, all et
soelety will be forced to make changes for the benetlt
ol all women, ehildren and.men‘“

“The seereey of zab and aalary lavels In insuranee
companies worka for the benefit ef the eompany, net for
the employees. Female employees are kept from know:
ing the salary levels of other joba to prevent them frem
erganining and demanding both better ljobs and higher
pay. If yeu aak why they den't hire male elerical work:
:l::% g:; ‘a'!.mwer will he, ‘Oh, men weuldn't work for

“Aeceptance of low pay hy women guarantees that
women will rerain seeond-class emrgloiveei until we de:
mand equal pay and refuse te work for angthlng less,
And the best way ta insure equal pay is to publish salary
and jeb levels se that we know where wo stand."

)

I yeu would like a eopy of the leaflet or have a
story to eontribute, weite t6; WORKING WOMEN, P.0,
Box 201, Hartford, Conn, 06101, ;

_ ~Hartterd Insuranee Werker

~ Detroit welfare workers protest new rules

Members of the National Caueus of Labor Commit-
teen apake at the rally abeut warking eonditions, but
antagenired  many. Rather than ereating unity, NCLC
began name-ealling, a disasterous offeet the news and
television media were quiek to eateh,

No one in more aware of the frustrations, inefficien:
cies, and degradation eof bein% on welfare than the
clients and the workera, The desperation felt by the
workers who are unable to perform impoasible duties
and vesponsibilities due to easeload siwe, haw the un:
desirable etfect of pitiing one faction againat the other.
Both werkers and welfare reeipients have a common
ggggyéa?het easeh other, but the system whieh controls

=Caseworker

1f you have 8 story, or want to contact
News %: Letters WOm’;'n'u Liberation Com:
mittees In San Franeisco, Connectiout, De-
troit, Los Angeles or New York, write to the

- far years, who ean say

- paratel

Nixon's peace: endless war

by ‘Ethel Dunbar

When I saw the TV news where the U.8. ls bomb-
Ing Cambodia just as often as it did Nerth Vietnam

the war I8 over "“with hener”
af Nixen teld the Amerlean pecple just & few montha
ago. A friend sald to me then that Nixen is se un-
rellable, you ean't believe most things he says, 8o
much pressure 8 on him to end the war in Vietnam
and bring the POW's home, that he will make geme
kind of agreement to get the POW's out and then find
goma excuse to atart bombing agaln,

* The news reported that clvillans are suflering the
werat fram the Ameriean bomba, and the dead and
wounded are unecountable, The U.B, government an-
awered by saying that you musi expeet wome. elvillan
deaths In a war like this,

Alter lhis repert, they showed the palr of pandas
that China gave Nixon as & geod will gesiure, The
reporter sald hew Dr, Kisslnger loved them and spent
time with them. Mere were these animals, the pride
and jey of the Waakington Zoo, 5o well fed and so well

rotected from any hurt or danger, And in Cambodia,
iving human :bclngo are being annihilated every day
by American bombs, ) ,

Nixen says he la fighting the Communists, but
there is not ona werd of protest from China or Rusals,
He says he ls the Number One power in this world. He
also seems to have the Amorican people afraid of his

ower. : ;
P Nixon ean bring South Vietnam's dietator president
?rere, and therd ls ne mass revolt, not even onhe word

om liberals or labor leaders ngnfm him, Then Thieu
goes te Italy, France and Germapy, and thousands
are in the atreets demonstrating and protesting againat
him, They reported Germany's President Willy Brandt
refused to meet With him, That made me feel there are
mﬂe In some countries who do not care what Nixon
thin‘ 8. They will stlll show thelr resentment agalnst
favoism, '

Nixen {8 cutting eut many welfare programu that
have been helping people here, and sending blillons of
dollars to keep this diotator in power in South Viets

nam, I sometimes wonder what it will take to wake up
the &eogle in this country befere it la too late, i It's
not teg late

alroady,

ANNE DRAPER
1917 - 1973

Berkeley, California——Anne Draper, after a
nine-month ;truasgle againgt cancer, dled at age
B8 on March 28, The youngest child of a poor
emigrant family she grew up in the ghettos of
New York, was a rebel at age eight (when ghe
refused to pull off her father's boots, even with
the bribe of a quarter), and a Soclalist since she
wag_fourteen. -

During World War II Anne was a ateel worker on
the West Coast, beeame a Usnlon organiser for the
§.W.0,C, then for the Hat Makers Unlon, and untll
her demise for the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
Amerlea, There she skilfully utilised her position to
further the struggles for the rights of wemen and all
oppressed minorities, campaigning as a Boclallst and
as an organlver againet all forms of dlotetorship end
exploltation. .

At the Memerial Meeting, apensored by Unlon
WAGE (Women's Alllance To Galn Equality),
speakers from all over the country testified to the
impaet she had on thelr llves, Her activities ranged
from organizing the weekly caravans to Delano, bringing
the pearly defeated United Farm Workera atrike des-

{ needed food, clothing, meoney, and support, to
appearing with contingenis of women before the Call
fernia Ntate Assembly convincing them to pass the Equal
Protectlon Laws amendment to the Equal Righta Act—
which waa veteed by Reagan and is now belng fought
for through the Industzlal Welfare Commission, During
an early convention of NOW, she organized a eaueus of
wexaen into’ forming the highly effestive UNION
The Anne Draper Memorial - Fund, sponsered by
UNION W,A.GLE. at 9137 Oregon Btreet, Berkeloy, Call:
fornla, 04708, Is for the publieation of a volume of
omays and materlal en Women's Liberation and the
working class movement, Friends are asked to send
contributions  and eoncrete material such as plotures,
aneecll?m and activities, "threugh which Anne can be
seen, ‘

Anne's nen-elitiat philesopby can . best he deseribed
in her own words, in the last artlole she wrote, which
appears in the Maroh/April lssve of UNION W.A.GB.!
"The liberation of women must eeme from within thelr
ewn ranks if It is to take root and this goes double fer
working women. The economle rulers cannot buy off
the working olass, The struggle will continue and burat
out, in one way or anether, We have goed reason to

- expeot that women workers will be in the forefront of

these struggles and nobody will stop them....”
i v L. W,
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ILWU bureaucrats begin seizure of SF local

San Franclaco, Cal.—~For several yeara there
have been rumors to the effect that the Inter.
national (ILWU) Intended to take over the long.
shore local here by placing it in recelvership. Re-
contly, in what may prove to be the firatste
attempt in this direction, the International of:
fice brought back one of ita long-time plecards
from retirement and Fut him on the payroll to
“investigate’” the local,

The Investigator appeared at a jolnt meeting of the
Btewards’ Counclls of the longshoremen and clerks and
talked at un for awhile, “explaining” that his appeint.
ment wan a responee to a petition for intervention algned
by ‘“several hundred” mambers, If the statement was
true then there is a speclal irony lavolved in this “deme-
eratie’ response, The International igneres op trles to
outmaneuver the whole thrust of the more than three
thounand longshoremen here =- this is espacially revealed
by the Iact that the overwhelming majority are opposed
to ateady men on the waterfront, the infamous .43 clause
In the contract, about which the Intornational does
rothing, absolutely nothing, As against this Indisputable
Inat an alleged ‘‘several hundred” can get & man on
payroll for an investigation,

The longshore local is regarded by the bureaucrats
as being in chaos because no group controls the mem.
bem;?. ‘What exista {x a deep d skeptlolam ahout
the officlaldom — and this remains so desplie the un:
“denlable faet that & number of those in local oifiee now
are {rying to respond to the needs and demands of work.
ing longshoremen, What must be most alarming and a

"~ sure indloator of '‘ohaes” {0 the top plecards is the

growing trend of the dookers to solve thelr on-the:joh
problema by job actlon,

AL R AELE A AL AR R

ool News & Letiers Committeos can be
contacted direatly in the following areas
BAN FRANCISCO:PO Box 17308, Statlen E,
San Francisco, Cal, 84107
CONNECTICUT: PO Box 91,
Harttord, Conn, 08101 (307:0808)
LO8 ANGELES: PO Box 2311
Los Angolos, Calit, 00084

DETROIT: 1000 E. Jefforaon,
Detroit 48307 (981:1010)
NEW YORK: PO Box 5463, Grand Central Bta;
New York, N.¥, 10017
MONTREAL: Le Comite Humaniste-Marxiste

de Monireal, PO Box 134, Mon.
freal 600, Quebec

* it A Rt

An interesting feature of this “investigative" meve
{a that while the Bridges’ group did It they den’t eontrol
the International =« another bureaueratie elique dees.
And although this move ls uneenstitutional (the Inter-
national Exeeutlve Beard is empowered to make moves
like thin, not the Internatienal offiee), the group that has
basle eontrol of the strueture, the International board,
does nothing deelslve, :

Whether the eontrolllng ellque ever asserta ita control
in a conalitent way has little bearing on: the Intereste of
worklng lengshoremen, Some years ago at a conventlon
it wan o be docided who would get a spet in the Inter
natlonal vacated by the death of one top olfielal, Rather
than an outfrent fHight en which group would have It
man in the spot both groups agreed to create two jobs
where there had heen one before and the econvenilon
wens for it, ; ,

These two greups had decided ts keep thelr atruggle
for power “in the clowet” and {o achleve that, thess
Eeep @ whose outstandlag feature In the longshere laby

epartment s to glve them up, put on an exira mah at
our expense,

log_statlo
Face long hours, low pay

Los Angeles, Callf—=0ne of the first things mrir-
ene should learn about the mervice statlon workers Iy
the long hours we spend working to make enough mone
to survive on, Fifty, slxty, even seventy hours a we

are not undommon, Bome companies pay evertime after
40 hours, but many do not, 'The Feasen most werkers
don't Prl‘pe about the long heurs and low ﬁnr i that
they feel if they ecan just stand the conditiens long

em%(: thei wiil find anether job,
oue that do pay time and a half for overtime will
try and limit the hours to 40 a week, With the starting
wage at B3 per hour, a worker will groas 880 & week,
Aftor taxes, social mumr, ete, the het takeshome pay
of the beginning worker In our Industry could drep to
548 or W10 a week. How In the hell can anyone expect
& worker and his family to survive on starvation wuges?
Is it any wonder that apathy relgns in our Indusiry?
It weuld seem obvious that as workers we would
form our own rank-and.flle ergunizations against these
conditions, Well, It has been tried, but the companies
make sure that workers don't even hear of the fallures.
A fellow worker told me about & lecal company where
the rank-and.flle organized themselves and wea a govs
ernment-iponsored elaetion, But, the company got wo
seared It quit the retall gas business,
=forvica station worker

N Qf )

«Ban ¥Franelseo Docker

FROM THE AUTo SiOPS
Fleetwood

Detroit, Mleh, = They have been hiring 4 lot of
women here at Fleotwood. I can’t say for sure Just how
many they are hiring, but I would guess that out of every
12 new workers they hired that five are wemen. The
company s putting a lot of women In as tralnees for

supervision. This Is something new, They never wanted
to hire women before and you never heard of a woman
in auperviaion, )

I am surptised to heur some of these women say
that they are not for women’s liberation, when they
would not be in the plant at all if It wasn’t for women's
Iiberation, The company Is only hirlng so many because
there is a women’s movement, They are putting some
into supervision so they can asay they don't disoriminate,

But mostly they think that women supervisers will help

them control the new women workers hetter,

Thera {s no woman in an éggomm position in our

iseal unlon, Years afo the was formed to fight
diserlmination, Now it Is just a title, But ! can't even
remember what they call the committee that is supposed
to handle the apecial problems of women workers, That
is how inactive 1t ls, In 1945 and 1608 whon a lot of Black
workers were hired they went down to the unlen hall
and partleipated. I belleve this ls the reason that Joe
Gaaton i» local president today. The bureauerass are
supposed to represent us, men and women, but they
juat hide from us in thelr all:male unlon hall,

« Black Worker, Fleetwood

GM South Gate

108 Angeles, Cal=The night shift Body Shop held
an impertant meeting which over 100 workers took part
in. The major subjeot taken up was the mediecal needs
in the plant, (Bd, Note; Hee N&L, Murch 1979).

At the meeting It was decided that there should be

competent nurses and a doctor for euch shift, and a

fully-equipped nmedical rescue vehitle manned with
trained mmniwl ot all times while work ls belng pers
formed in the plant,

It was further decided that the company should hire

-and pay the medical personnel, but that the union should

have the right to aecept or reject them, The 300 workers

who will be ireated by the medical people should have

the right to decide If thelr atiitude toward us rofleeta

tdhaltrheoneem tor our health, or GM's concern with pros
uetlon,

It was deolded that eur commitieeman weuld take
the remults of this meeting do the shop commities a0 It
could be brought before management, If in three wesks
no action has been taken we are to held another meet:
ing to determine future actlen,

The February issue of the Assembler in & perfept
example of how the unlon does not deal conerelely with
the isaues that conesrn the workera, 'The maln headling
states, "SAFETY IR BVERYONE'S BURINESS.” BHut
this 1s a meaningless slogan beeause GM's mad rush
for Eneunﬂen» makes It impossible to work safely, The
linie ia moving toe fast for that,
= GM Southgate Workers Committee

GM Ste-Therese

Bte:Therese, Quebeo == Blnce the fall of 1871, there
have been 1,700 layoffs at GM te-Therese, leaving only
1,100 atlll on the job, And what's mere, the compan
has flatly atated that these “layoffs" will be permanent,

One of the reasons for this Is that part of the pro-
duetion of the Vega (called “‘Astre” here to make It
sound Canadian) has heen shifted to the Lardatown, Ohlo
plant where employees are doing obligatory evertime
and where the line speed Is faater, If this sume produes
tion were transferred to to-Therese it would put 400
people back In work, Right now the Bte:Therese plant Iy
working at less than half lts capacity,

The Minister of Industey doesn’t think that the altua-
{ton Is urgent and “ﬁ that 1t will be dealt with "at
the proper time," but his government keeps pledging to
protect people’s jobs and its intervention might eertalnly
eane fsh!::ﬂl temporarlly. This just shows what an lavita:

tion to disaater this policy of erawling aveund en all
fours beqplng for forelgn investment Is; for each job
tioreated,” soveral others are lost, P. Goula
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- only the werkers whe have 1o try
- with aheinking real Inecome, and have te werk

got It

By John Alllien

This stery had ita beglnaing In the Highland Park
lant, There ¥m & very lauy young worker In the Platen
epartment. To everyone's surprise, he was made &

superviser,

From the very begmma%, his theme song was: Get
me more iron, He became knawn in the plant ax "Get
Me More Iren.’ The workers under him were long:
senlority workers who were not willing te lak thelr joba
ta straighten the foreman out,

He was transferred to the Hiden Axle plant, He
started out on the midnight shift with yeung worker
was made Asslstant Buperintendent en hfterneon shil
and now ls Superintendent on days,

Now it happena that a young werker of three woeks’
senlority did what “Get Me Mere Iren’ hms bwhmlng \
for o long, Ho gave the Superintendent more on-ug
gide his head, When t(he story began In Highland Park
we had no idea It weuld ond in Biden Axle, But we knew
that one day someons would glve him more lron,

The rank and flle workers have been walting to see
what beld new ceneept the UAW Is emllgnglag ¢ auto
companies o secept at the bargaining table, Manage.
ment sounds like the foreman who get the pipe up aide
?i:nh'eindi All they know to say s ""Mare produstien, More
ron.

We vealine that the union 4 #s elose to maenagement
they ean't see the zvplaa just \uiﬂngb to g0 up alde the
ﬁia Three Heads, You ean traee = beyond a shadew of
song?t?;n ;- all workers' problems right baek to werking

Sour contract at Sweet-Life

Buffleld, Conn.==We just received a big ralse over
twe yeara at Bweetdlfe ¥Foods. Drivers are suppesed
to get 81.08 und the warehouse 81.00. This is suppesed
to bring us to what other Conneetleut Foods warkers
are gutting, whieh s stll w“i. below what Teumster
warehousemen and delvers In freight are gettlng. :

When we had our firet contraet meeting, Business
Agent Pete Rossano told ua the union wouldn't sanetion
8 steike for more than B.5%, oF about 25 eentd an hour
over the fret year. When workers ebjected atpongly
and suggested that we might wildeat, he apparently
changed his mind.

There are atill a lot of ?feblems with this yalse,
The women In repack silll get 50 eenia per heur below
the rest of the warehouse, even theugh the{ fo abeui
the same werk, When a woman ralsed this at the meet:
ing, Roasano told her to go to the gevernment abeut
digerimination, Bhe said that waa what (he union was
g;ge dmiie:g proteet us, and all of the workers sup:

We'll prebably never see the ralse, alnee it must be
approved gw the Cost of Living Counell, Thai's whr 2
ql;lmm of the memberahip, meatly from the nlght
shift, voted to strike untll we aetually see the ralee,
But the unlen and the feod warehouses have set up

oup contracts so they all expire at different times,

It the unien deesn’t unite the foods workers so a
strike eould put some real pressure on the government,
we mhy have o do It without them, The companies
Know this, That's why they had three eops and extra
supervisors on the night ahift right after the eontraet
was approved,

lw«t-mz s making reeord prefits, The laber
leaders get fatter and more eemft every year, I
o make endaulgsg ,
speed.up and eonditions whieh get worse every year,

==fweet:-Life Worker

The original Mnrxlt-Humnht
analysis of modern soclety,

Marxism and Freedom
From 1776 Until Today
by Raya Dunayevskaya
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Nixonomic inflation, food boycotts and militarization

, Despite attempts by. newspapers and TV to find
“the organizers,” or the “lady who started it,” it was
obvious that the massive meat boycott that spread
_aeross the VU.S.. April 1-7 was a spontaneous outburst.
~Literally “tens  of millions of shoppers by-passed meat
counters ‘and ;butcher shops to register their protest
against skyrocketing food prices. Supermarket chains
- reported that: meat sales were off 50 to 60 percent,
as women organized picketlines outside stores.
" "Boycotters ;were outraged, not only at high prices,
but at Nixon’s. preposterous last-minute efforts to head
them off by “freezing”. prices on beef, pork and lamb.
- ‘The protestors agreed that what Nixon did was to “close
| the doors after the cows were out of the barn.”” In the
middle of “Boycott Week,” Nixon repeated his con-
| temptuous attitude by dining with Pres. Thieu of South
" Vietnam on prime ribs of beef and other luxuries.
: NIXON’S TRAP: WORKERS VS. FARMERS
i "It was no accident that Nixon’s “freeze’’ came at the
end of March, after food prices had risen nearly nine per-
“ cent in three months, or at an annual rate of 34 percent!
Neither is there any accident when administration offi-
’~ cials broadly hint that the farmers' ‘“high profits” are
to blame for $2 per lb. steak and $1.10 per lb. ham-
‘ burger. Just as Nixon has spent four years trying to set
white workers against Black workers, and “hard hats”

" against students, so he is now out to pit urban workers»

‘ against small farmers.
} .- .American farmers, who have seen their numbers
cut in half since 1950, as giant corporations gobbled
l whole .counties and more than a million farm families
. were forced off the land, know that “high profits’ are
l,something they have never seen. ’
It is true that the prices paid to farmers rose signifi-

deal exposed the truth, Small farmers were not even told
of the deal until it was completed, while Nixon’s favorite
friends, like Ralston-Purina, were already counting their
profits.

MILITARIZATION THE REAL CAUSE

The true culprits in U.S. inflation are not the hog
raisers in Nebraska or the dairy farmers in New York,
but the architects of militarization and devaluation in
Washington.. The fact is that this year’s military budget
is the largest ever, and is all the more obvious in this
“era of peace”, in which B-52's systematically mas-
sacre the people of Southeast Asia. The military drain

on the economy is the real mammoth which is eating

away at the wages of American workers.

Add to that the 18 percent devaluation of the dollar
in less than a year and a half, which has forced up the
prices of every product, including food. So anxious was
Nixon to stem the falling rate of profits of tremendous
proportions, that his “new economic policy” moves

‘guaranteed a soaring mass of profits, while wages re-

mained frozen. He succeeded in depressing real wages,
and in accelerating speed-up in the shops. The result has
been relentless inflation despite the high productivity of
American labor. The economy remains in serious trouble,
and Wall Street is already guessing about the timing of

_ the next recession.

One thing is certain, however. There will be no re-
laxation of any sort in prices. Faced with the obvious
fury in the ranks, every major labor bureaucrat has
been proclaiming that he will not settle for the 5.5 per-
cent wage increase allowed under the Phase III guide-
lines. But no matter how many pennies are added to
Nixon’s guidelines when the contracls are finally written,
they will never make up for the dollars that workers

Meany and I. W. Abel have chosen to “fight” inflation
by raising anew the revolting racist threat of the “yellow
peril,” blaming the drop in wages and the rise in prices
on the Japanese. Abel has even purchased TV time to
warn of the threat to U.S. workers from Japanese “dis-
ciplined” labor, while Meany demands higher and high-
er ftariffs. C

Just as workers can expect no help from these be-
travers of labor, meither will they get any from the
Democratic congress. There is no hope of legislation to
stop the decline in real wages from a Congress which
has failed in every *“confrontation’” with Nixon, from
aid to the handicapped to the anti-poverty program.

The truth is that the only answer is in direct mass
action which unites farmers and workers, and which
refuses to accept any of Nixon’s phony scapegoats as the
enemy.
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l‘ cantly in the months before Nov. 7, as Nixon tried to
_insure the Republicans a big victory in the farm vote.

o0 CHINA-RUSSIA-USA

" 'A“local peace committee recently
sponsored a_ Dr. Annette Rubenstein to

-speak about ber trip to China. She is one
of those weird ereatures who have be.en

" popping up lately — a long-time Russian
. Stalinist turned Maoist. About 400 showed

up to listen breathlessly to her glowing

accounts of how the Chinese really all

Jove Mao Tse-tung, love to dig canals
'8,000 miles through the mountains with
' their bare téeth and red books, and how,
although there isn’t any freedom f{o

gpeak of, at least no one is lonely!
The handful of youth in the audience
“were generally unimpressed. They were
the only ones who agreed when I pointed
out that if 20,000 Chinese youth escape
to: Hong Kong rather than be forced into
the desert for life, something is grievous-

1y wrong with the Chinese system.
“Two years ago when I tried to talk
“spevolution” to that peace committee,
_they screamed bloody murder. The other
night tKey screamed when I merely
.called Mao’s China a totalitarian dicta-
‘torship. I don’t think that could be called
“transformation into opposite.” It’s
more like “‘transformation into absurd.”
Youth

New Jersey.

® %%

A friend of mine who just returned
from a month’s travel in East Europe
and Russia said that Poland seems to
Lie the. freest of the East European
countries, and that it seems due to the
workers’ revolt of December 1970. The
government of Gierek is attempting
some open self-criticism, but only, ‘“‘at-
tempting.” The people openly discuss the
revolt. He said the next time he hears a
“dumb Polack” joke he’s going to lay
 the ‘guy who tells it out flat.
"He "also said that Lenin in Russia is
worshipped like Christ is in the West.
“The real teachings of either one would
throw “a’ monkey-wrench into those re-

* spective -systems if their words were

ever put into practice. They are just
- ‘used for public consumption to give the
masses (East and West respectively)

some meaning to their lives.
i New Reader
A Oneida, N.Y.

e * % %

" You have to read Marx and Lenin for
 yourself. All- these Communists and
" Socialists change them  around, they

~ twist them all up. In those countries the .

- 'guys . who work. with :their heads still
uifsh: Paigd - a, Jot.. more, .xide . around -in

‘But it was the agribusiness giants who reaped the lion.’s
l ‘share ‘of the benefits. The $1.2 billion U.S.-Russia grain

- for themselves. ..... . ...,

limousines and all that. That's wrong.
My work is made harder just because
it’s so boring. :

The problem is, most people in- this

country still feel our only choice is be-

tween the system we've got, or a system
like Russia or China. It's not.
Young White Worker
Connecticut
o

RACISM

Concerning the article ‘“New Bobby
Seale: Old Mentality,” I agree that what
they are trying to accomplish now
through electoral politics is the same
thing that they failed to accomplish
with urban guerilla tactics; I don’t agree
that their program or their party in its
earlier days was merely an attempt to

-realize the Great Society by increasing

the funding of the poverty programs in
the black community.

While their old tenpoint program was
not a desirable nor even a viable way
to revolution, it was an attempt at revo-
lutionizing and raising the political con-
sciousness of more blacks. I don't see
how else a true revolutionary like George
Jackson, for example, could have sided
with them.

Black Woman Student
Los Angeles

% % %

You ask for my sub renewal to support
your N&L: “the only paper edited by a
Black worker” and so forth. Who cares
if your ‘editor is Black or a worker if he
is no better than any of the complaining
stock of militants with whom he seems
to enjoy wasting his time. To help you
realize that one needs not be Black or
a worker or in Detroit to understand
what’s going on with car production and
class struggle in the U. S. I am sending
you a pamphlet about the Lordstown
Strike of 1972 published by a small group
of French radicals, Compare it to the
paucity of your “From the auto shops.”
Whatever the color you use to wrap up
your ideology, (Black, yellow or white)
to sell it on the market, it won’t fool the
proletariat much longer, and youw’ll be
crushed just like other militants.

JHD.
Paris

Editor’s Note: The pamphlet was pub- )

lished by “The Friends of Four- Million
Young Workers”—who evidently don’t
believe that workers can speak very well

have already lost to the inflation which has accom-
panied the Vietnam war since 1965.
Rising to the occasion, AFL-CIO big-shots George

Fag s

Second Class Postage Paid at Detroit, Michigan

It seems that to a certain extent this
upsurge or re-emergence of racism we
are seeing, is a reflection or a result of
the economic crisis we are going through.
One guy 1 know was {rying to get into
the Electricians’ Union and was taking
lots of tests. Now the fact is they are
not hiring electricians and it is hard to
get in. When he began the process he
started talking about the fact that there
are certain quotas of other groups.

The fact that he couldn’t get into
the union in that way brought out some
racism which is latent in lots of people.
But it’s really a question that when there
is a squeeze on the working class divi-
siveness becomes even worse, and this
is the result. It always works that way.

Observer
Los Angeles

* % %

I read part of your Black, Brown and
Red book. It's true what it says there
about Blacks having the hardest jobs
in this country, but where I work the
company makes everybody work so
hard, white or Black, that a man strains
his back almost every week, I have to
say they treat us equally as far as race

here — we all work like dogs for those

big guys who own the place.
Black Worker

Connecticut
& & ¥

After being mugged recently in New
York, Acting Supreme Court Justice
Allen M. Myers had this to say: “A lot
of people say we have to get to the root
of the problem — poverty . . . But that’s
a long way off. In the meantime I be-
lieve we have to give the people who
can be rehabilitated the shorter sen-
tences. Unfortunately, it is the blacks
and other poor people from the minority
groups who, because of their deprivation,
are so warped that they can't be re-
habilitated. So they get longer sentences.
It seems the judiciary is discriminating
against people because of the color of
their skin . . . That would be outrageous
if it were so.”

We are of course sorry that Justice
Myers had the misfortune to be mugged

hy people “too warped 1o be rehabili-

tated.” But we are even sorrier that a

.--man. of his obviously limited political

* eaders °

understanding can claim the title of
Justice at all. For Justice Myers’ con-
voluted logic amounts to the following:
First — Poverty is the cause of crime.
(A brilliant deduction!) Second — The
poorer you are, the more warped you
are. Third — The more warped you are,
the less likely you can be rehabilitated.
Fourth — Since we cannot do anything
abbut poverty (heaven forbid!) the only
solution is to lock up our poor warped
Black brothers: and sisters in our al-
ready -overcrowded jails. We will, how-
ever, go easier on our white middle-class
brethren, who, naturally, are not so
warped. Fifth — All this is of course,
unfortunate, but the judiciary, neverthe-
less, is not racist, for that would be
outrageous, .
Oufrageous indeéd! :
: Student
New York
() .
FRENCH REVIEW

The three French reviews of Marxism
and Freedom printed last issue were
very interesting, especially the two that
were critical. It was revealing that one
used ‘‘passion’  as an insult. They
seemed to use that when they don’t
know how to oppose us. The other’s
reference to finding it ‘‘curious’ to in-
clude a chapier about the U.. S, shows

what he thinks of internationalism.
‘ " Supporter
New York

|
ISRAEL

The saying current in many languages
“a guest for a while sees for a mile” is,
judging from the letter of “Visitor to
Israel” in your February issue, some-
times rather misleading, '

‘Immigrants to Israel — not only from
Russia, are directed to the various towns
and cities aecording to two main cri-
terion: housing and employment. These
aim at dispersing the population to all
parts of the country, to avoid concen-
tration within the narrow, already over-
populated coastal belt between Tel-Aviv
and Haifa, Sometimes, -however, where
Housing is available there isn’t suitable

_ ¢mployment, ~and vice versa. This ap-
Sk .




MAY 1973

NEWS & LETTERS

PACE 5

| Gang lawyer for the establishment

By Raya Dunayevskaya,
Author of Marxism and Freedom

Editors Note: We have not written about Watergate
up to now, not because the depth of the corruption is not
horrifying — but because corruption is So inherent in
capitalism that it is almost as characteristic of the sys-
tem as the extraction of surplus value from the worker.
The bright young wmanipulators that Nizon has drawn
around him in the White House-—the Deans, the Zieglers,
the Haldemans, the Magruders, the Erlichmans, et al.—
are a breed we have seen before, as the “Two Worlds”
written Feb. 20, 1954, during the McCarthy hearings,
which we reprint below, dramatically reveals. The differ-
ence is that 1973 is not 1954, and Nixon is no mere Sen-
ator McCarthy. He is president of the most powerful,
nuclearly-armed country on earth. The danger of McCar-
thyism was one thing. The danger of a President whose
attempts to invoke “executive privilege” reveal his ab-
solute-dictator-mentality is quite another. We ask you to
read this 1954 article with 1973 eyes.

* * L

I remember when I first saw the announcement in
the paper that Roy Cohn would be McCarthy’s attorney
on the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations.
It sent a shudder through me. Without even reading the
story of his life, the picture revealed the type. The
worldly young man endowed with brains and wealth,
through no effort of his own, believing that he can, with
no roots in any civilization, do anything and everything;
believing only in his own personality and using it un-
ashamedly to breeze through any opposition.

He was only 25 then, the son of an old-line Democrat,
a New York judge. Too young to be in the second World
War, he had whizzed through Columbia University and

“Yaw school during the post-war period in three and a half
years, graduating so young that he had to wait a year

and a half before he could take his bar. exam. Every
college student knows the type, the opportunist with
brains and connections who develops them as fast as
possible in order to put them at the disposal of the highest
bidder. Cohn didn’t have to wait long. The moment he
passed his bar exam, a job was waiting for him as
Confidential Ass:stant to the United States Attorney in
New York.

OUTSIDE THE LAW

The Government gave Cohn the opportumty he
needed. The Communists were being prosecuted for con-
spiracy. While the legal forms were being maintained
in Court, a special department was set up by the Attorney
General to deal with all radicals. The boy who had been
born with a silver spoon in his mouth was now worth
his weight in gold. While other government attorneys
hesitated to bring in anti-Communist radicals under the
same law which prosecuted Communists, Cohn was unin-
hibited by any democratic tradition. The end justified
the means, legal or not. The older more respectable
attorneys protested, but in the end they always capitu-
lated. Cohn knew that he could always sweep them along.
All they wanted to do was go more slowly but their ends
were no different than his. Cohn gathered around him a
gang of younger men, as rootless and ruthless as he,
anxious to put their highly-trained brains at the service
of the most powerful bidder.

Now that his ability to bully his more liberal col-
leagues into illegal short-cuts had been proven, Cohn
did not stay long with the U.S. Attorney. He was looking
for more fertile fields. The new U.S. Attorney was anx-
ious to move more slowly, to stay within the law.
McCarthy needed a lawyer on his staff, as unscrupulous
and as brazen and as shameless as he.

McCarthy and Cohn joined forces. McCarthy’s smears
are as unscrupulous as Cohn’s, but his manner is shifty,

brassiness which paralyzes the opposition with its offen-
siveness.
INFORMER’S BEST FRIEND

The whole tradition of the American people fills them
with horror and distaste for stool pigeons. But every-
thing the Administration, Democratic and Republian, has

done drives them towards identifying the informerwith -
" a patriot. When Louis Budenz, Elizabeth Bentley, Whit-

taker Chambers and the whole army of lesser fry-stool
pigeons take the stand to finger people, they areiaWare
of the revulsion of the whole community. Cohn is there

to give them the immoral courage to continue. Without

any ifs, ands or buts he stands for the philosophy of
glorifying informers. When he is present, they feel that
(Continued on Page 7) -

RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA is the Chairwoman
of NEWS & LETTERS COMMITTEES, an organiza-
tion of Marxist-Humanists, which practices the
unity of worker and intellectual, and of philosophy
and revolution, and totally mew human relations.
NEWS & LETTERS is edited by a Black production
worker, CHARLES DENBY, It was born in 1955, the
year of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, on the one
hand, and the wildcats against Automation, on the
other. It is a monthly publication which does not
separate reports of the activities of workers, Blacks,
women and youth against capitalism, racism, sex-
ism, and imperialist war, from the activity of think-
ing and working out theory for our age. Participa-
tion in the freedom struggles and the creation of
a forum for all the new voices from below by the
publication of the paper, pamphlets and books are
all forms of activities we invite you to join in work-
ing out with us.

N

Views

plies equally to professionals as well as
other skills and trades.

The sit-in at the Lod - Airport your
correspondent witnessed has nothing to
do with persecutmn or discrimination.
The comparlson between Russia and
Israel is rather far-fetched.

However critical one can be of Israel,
at least one should remain true to the
facts.

As a left-wing Socialist-Zionist, critical
of many of the internal and external
policies of the Israeli government (and
there is plenty to be critical of), I, like
many others, don’t claim that Israel is a
classless society. The struggle that I'm
part of aims at achieving this goal, while
fighting for the right of the Russian Jews
for national self-determination and free
emigration to Israel, against any dis-
crimination of the Israeli Arab minority,
national self-determination of the Pales-
tinians and just peace with the neighbor-
ing Arab states.

Nahum Sneh
Israel

POSTAL WORKERS

April 15 to June 30 will be a time of
negotiations for the U. S. Postal Service
and the postal workers. I think we
should pressure for improvement, not
only in working conditions and benefits,
but also in postal service. There have
been many rumors of special retirement
benefits to phase out more senior work-
ers, and management wants to use the
demand for area-bargaining to divide us
nation-wide, especially city from rural
and small town postal workers.

Our national union leader says he is
committed to some of the things which
we have been talking about in N: Y. that
will help all of us. We can’t let him beg
off when he starts getting pressure from
the White House and the U.S.P.S. We
proved ourselves in 1970.

. Letter Carrier
New York
= ¥ %

I am disgusted with the press cover-
age of the Congressional hearing on the
.. 8. Postal Service. They covered the
patrons - who - told " about deteriorated
sefvice, They covered management who

weren'}: reluctant, {q heng.out their “dirty -

linen.” But they didn’t cover the postal
workers.

Management must be pleased with the
timing of the hearings, since contract
negotiations are coming up this spring.
They remember the strike in 1970 and
the full public support the postal workers
got. This year conditions are 100 times
worse, but management wants the pub-
lic to think only about the lousy service,

Letter Carrier
Detroit
o
WOMEN’S LIBERATION

In your last issue on the abortion law,
Molly Jackson pointed to the fact that
it could be: used -against - lower-class
minority women in such a manner that
they might be forced to either have
abortions or get off welfare. Such an

‘either/or’ choice would suffocate the -

dignity of a woman who really wanted
children and wished to control her own
body and her own life. When blacks are
“shouting genocide,” it is not genocide
“Nazi-style” that the blacks have in
mind here but rather the ““hidden” geno-
cide that results from narrowing human
choices to nothing.

The slow death of creeping imperial-
ism is a lot deadlier than a swift one.

Black Student
East Lansing
* % %

Whlle I agree with Ms. Holmes’ article
on WL needing new theoretical begin-
nings, I feel that it is not enough to say
that Raya Dunayevskaya is “the only
woman theoretician who has established
a new foundation.” Ms. Holmes says that
“What is crucial is that we continue on
this ground’ without ever telling us what
“this ground” is, Perhaps this might
make an interesting future article,

Feminist
Detroit
* ¥ %

I've seen horrible pieces in WL books
praising China, while revealing just
what WL means there. Women were
“freed” from their homes to live in
collectives where instead of having to

cook for a few, they cook for hundreds.

Or they get to work in a factory under

terrible ‘conditions., It is held up-as. ;ihe’;jé-. A

sneering. Cohn brings to the proceedings the vigorous

ation for a woman to leave her young
baby with her mother and return to the
factory, but what about the grandmother
who is forced to care for the child? If
child care means nothing but forcing
women to work longer in the factory,
who wants it?
Mother
New York

VIETNAM VETS

FREE FIRE ZONE, a collection of
short stories by Vietnam Veterans has
just been published by 1st Casualty
Press. “Profits’”” are divided between
our next book’s cost and the American
Friends Service Committee hospital in
South Vietnam, and the Bach Mai Hos-
pital in North Vietnam. Please let your
readers know they can help raise funds

for medical relief for Indochina by

ordering. copies, at $2.95 each, from:
1st Casualty Press Fund
PO Box 518
Coventry, Conn. 06238

®
NIXONISM

The large oil monopolies have decided
to get rid of us-independent gas stations.
They raised their wholesale price to us
4c a gallon last week, forcing me to
raise my gas price by 2c. This week
their wholesale price will go up another
5c¢. I will lose all my customers to those
large name brands, and have to shut
down. The oil corporations will thank
us for getting out of the way, and boost
their retail prices up to 60c or 70c. If's
all well-planned and the government is
in on it, just like the meat.

Owner/Operator
: Connecticut
% * * .

Boston's Mayor White is “regretfully”
cutting social services and laying off
city workers. Nixon is gleefully doing
this on a national level fo smash the
minorities and the workers. The results
are the same whether a liberal or re-
actionary does if, which only shows the
total crisis of our system.

. Correspondent
- Boston
% % %

I saw a small news article recently
about the arrest of a group of Blacks
and Tuscarora Indians who were march-
ing together in North Carolina {o support
Wounded Knee. Also, women have been
writing to newspapers protesting their
racist and sexist treatment of Sasheen

Litthefeather. - Maybé - Marlon Brando

didn’t make it to Wounded Knee, but the

people know that the Indian struggle is
our struggle, too, If we don’t unite now

with the Indians and force Nixon from:

Wounded Knee, he’ll bomb us all “back
to the stone age.”
“Keep on pushin’
Detroit
o

LEADERS AND RANKS
The March issue of the Teamster
Magazine is full of lies about how the
Teamsters - are organizing the Farm-

workers of California. Everyone I talk

to feels they are really being paid off
by the growers to disrupt the organizing
successes of Chavez’'s UFW,

They also reprinted a curious quote
from - the 1923 issue of the magazine,
Part of it ran: “The great trouble with

. our conservative members is that they

stay at home Sundays and evenings and
do not attend the meetings of - their
locals. They have something else to do.
But the firebrands attend every meet-
ing. ..

Everyone knows the opposite is true.
In my local only 100 or so friends of the
bureaucrats attend these regular meet-
ings. At one I attended, this unrepre-
sentative minority took the “radical”
action of giving money to the local Re-
publican Party. But the reprinting of
this quote must mean the leadership has
been confronted by angry rank and filers
at these regular meetings in other locals.

Teamster Member
Connecticut
®

PRISONERS’ FREE PRESS

en and women prisoners involved
the Prisoner’s Free Press have
ered great harassment from prison

cost. To those who want to help us we
need: money, postage stamps, type-

‘Prisoner’s Free Press
c¢/0 James Mayberry
PO Box 4731, Phila., Pa. 19134
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*fs;il'udents, workers
shake up France

by Chris Norwell

Since the end of March, high schoel and university
students have taken to the streets in major citles

-throughout France to protest new draft and education

Tequirements. At the same time, moatly.immigrant work-
ers at Renault, the nation's largest auto plant, have been
on sirike against unskilled jobs and monotonous working
conditions, and there are indications that the two groups
have caused a shake-up In French socloty that hasn’t
been seen since 1868,

The high school students went on sirike to protest
the abolition of draft deferments for students entering
college, College students, at the same time, walked out

1o protest a new system of educational requirements that

“would result in the devaluing of thelr future diplomas.

The demonstrations grew into mass outpourings of dis-
contont as thousands of youth joined together in the
streets to demand changes. The police, trying fo break
up the gatherings, started many street clashes that have
50 far brought injury to students and police alike,

. Meanwhile, the Renault workers, at Billancourt, a
suburb of Paris, are continuing their strike over working
conditions despite the fact that thelr union, the Com-
munist-dominated Confederation General du Travall
(CGT), obtained a substantisl raise for them from the
management, The workers rejected that offer, saying
they were not interested in money alone. The strike has
now apread to other industries around France, including
half of the 80,000 Renault workera. Workers in other

‘plants, such as Peugeot in St. Etlenne, Dijon, and Lille,

ve walked off in sympathy strikes.
Fourteen percent of French workers come from couns

tries with high unemployment rates, such as Algerls,

Spain, Portugal, Italy, Africa, etc,, and are used by the
French industries to keep wages low for all workers.

- The immigrant workers also end up getting all the lousy

jobs and not being able to advance into the skiiled
frades., Recently there has been an lncreasing amount
of unreat from these Immigrants, including a couple of
walkouts at Renault's plant in Le Mans, .
The students and workers seem to be cenfronting
France agaln with simultaneous, If not comblned, actions
against the soclety, The CGT, who in 1968 helped the
counter-revolutlon by keeping the workeras and students

‘apart, has now come out with a reselution supporting

" the workera’ wildeat and the atudents' demonatrations,

The CGT"is now running to keep up with its revolutionary

- rank-andfile, It seems like the immigrants don’t listen to

‘thelr unlon leadership, and are determined to fight for

freedom deaplte them.

Greek youth murdered

As an update to your atory on Greece which ap-
pesred in the April '73 lssue, your readers should know
that two students were killed by the Salonikl police dur-
ing a sitin. Many have been arrested and beaten, but
the movement continues to grow In size and militaney,

At one polnt, some 100,000 Athenlans massed in sup-

- port of the students blocking all commerce from Conitl-

tution to Omonia Square. Our correspondents and return.

- ing travelers report that for the first time, the people
"~ are speaking of being able to overthrow the gorilla

~latest isaue,

colonels without aid from any outside forelgn state.
The slogans of the students have been consistently
antl-imperiallst and antl-capltalist, more militant in
terms of ideology than demonstrations before the junta
which were dominated by the revisionism of the Greek
Communist Party. Any readers who want {0 keep up on
Greek affairs may write to us for a free copy of our

Z. Nikiforos
The Front Line

RN

PHILO»SO'PHY & REVOLUTION

~ as
Organization Bullder

- Includes: exchange of letters between
Raya Duna&wskaya, National Chairwoman,
?1'; Harry McShane, Scottish Marxist-Human-
‘ .
Order from: NEWS & LETTERS
1800 E. Jefferson
Detroit, Mich. 48207

Price: 25¢ (please add 10c postage)

. . o - S
a e F T e s e W e

Box, 5128, Clinton, N.J. 08809

B WOr R T

Organizing for amnesty now

In the past year, three separate groups of actlvists,
two in exile and one {n the U.S., have been organizing
& mass movement In support of a just amnesty for all
categories of war resisters. Despite having different
starting points, AMEX, Up From Exile (S8weden), and
SAFE RETURN have arrived at very similar conciusions
concerning the centrality of the amnesty lssue,

The fact that the majority of war reslaters were of
working claws background impressed both AMEX and
Up From Exile with the need to re-define the nature of
their resistance to this war from the narrow, self:con.
sclous ““middle-class’’ conceptions of morality,

The experlence of ‘‘deserters” in exile (or under-
ground) was & continuation of the oppression which they
(and thelr familles) experienced within the U8, Not
finding assimilation or even residence easily obtainable,
they remain political exiles. For them, amnesty is not
an abstract question or a luxury — rather a necessily.

By coupling the right of reslstance to the demand for
“safe return,” we can prevent the amnesty {ssue from
becoming dlstorted into a question of whether they
should be ‘“‘forglven’” for thelr "crimes.”

FAMILIES OF RESISTERS FOR AMNESTY
¢/o Safe Return 158 Filth Ave, #1003
New York, N.Y. 10010

H. S. frustration

Warren, Mich, == I would like to express in my state
of frustration, how extremely dehumanising and mono-
tonous my typing elasa is, I just desplse the thought of
the next school day when third hour typing class comes
around because I know that all of my previous ausign-
ments will be returned to me with great big E's on them,

One of the reasons why my grades are so poor is
because the teacher refuses to let me work at my own

rate and, if I were to let myself go through the neurotio

monotony of pushing those keys as fast as I can, I would
go Insane. I just wish that they would realine dm Iam
not a productionist and that I am a human being!

Anothér thing that irritates me is the advice the
counaelors give to women students, They are constantly
stressing to women '‘elther &o to -college or become a
secretary.” Not only do I think that women students
should have the right, but I also think they should be
encouraged, to Involve themselves in their own indl
vidual interests and creative abiiities, no matter what
they may be. :

I think that something should be done about the in-
structors and the counseling staft at the school, because
a student’s life is much too valuable to be influenced by
such ignorant, inhuman people that obnexiously illustrate

- their complacent attitudes to their 8 to 8 jobs at the price

of the students’ future,

~—wMale Student, Fitagerald High Scheol

Warsaw Ghetto
commemoration

New York, N. Y. = A contingent of Jewish Leftists
was both verbally and physically attacked for carrying
a red flag with a black Jewish star In a march commem-
orating the 30th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Up-
rising on April 19, The flag, belonging to the Jewlsh Left
Community coalition (JLC), brought an outraged re-
sponse from a small minority of the predominantly older,
European-born marchers,

Several of those protesting the flag shouted ‘‘Don't
you support the Jews trylng o get out of Ruasia?’ and
refused to hear any statement of position by JLC mem-
bera. One man kept saying “No flags in this march, No
flags =~ this 1a not political” while he held an American
flag and that same flag stood on the apeakers’ platform,

The history of the Warsaw Ghetto reslstance itwell
creates the basie irony of the confrontation. On April
19, 1043, when Hitler began his final liquidation of the
Ghetto, the resistance which arose was spearheaded by
Jewish Marxists and Soclallsts In the Ghelto community.
The commemoration march ignored the history of this
freedom {fight; the JLC, carrying on the apirit of its
brothers and sisters of 30 years ago, was attacked.

— Mlﬂ'ﬁhﬂ‘. NnYl

Perspectives, 1972-78
by Raya Dunuyqvukayn

Introduction: Lord Nixon, or Buper-Patriotism,
Last Refuge of Scoundrels )
I=A “Pentagonal” World, or a State-Capitalist
Worléd in Total Crisis and Disarray?
n-"rihclv.!. Colossus Has More Than One Achilles
eel,
IN--The Today-ness of PHILOSOPHY AND
REVOLUTION )

Price: 80c plus 18¢c postage

Order from: News & Letters
1800 E, Jefferson, Defroit, Mi 48207

URKIR'S JOURNAL

(Cantinued from Page 1)

The former addict sald his sister had also been ad.
dloted, Through connections, she got & job at the Post
Office as a letter carrler. They stole over $100,000 in
checks, and had other connections to cash them, It took
three months to start an investigatioh, and In that time
his alster would be transferred to another route,

They were able to steal checks for nearly a year and
a half before his aister was ﬂnan& caught, They could
never have gotten away with it without help frem some.
one high up, who was getting paid off too,

This man eald that some In the police department
are connected to the drug racket, and some in the courts
too. But there was no way anyons would ever get him

- connected with drugs anymore, "Drug abuse has turned

this country into a jungle soclety,” he sald,

DRUGS V8. BLACK UNITY :

Although drugs have been around a long time, it
wan after the rebellions by Blacks in the late Blxtles
that the authorities seemed to open the floodgates to
drugs. Blacks were making some soclal and political

rogress through their unity, He felt the soelety had to
o something to break up the solidarity among Blacks.
.. Now in every large or amall city, drugs are easy to
r:‘n:n i: tlu“m;;k co::m:nlty.dnut dru:! use is spread.

o the all-white suburbs, and some of them are be.
ginning to yell that it is time to stop,

To get rid of drugs, we first must get rid of those
that condone It, those who protect the pushers. To do
that we will have to tear up this socclety from beglaning
to end, and bulld a new one that will have the interests
of all the people at heart, :

| Detrolt area mcm

CHARLES DENBY
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Bater W ‘:ho :ndunr al ﬁmh"
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Wounded Knee: Sioux people trying to be heard

The Mack’: exploitation flick

by John Alan

The scene is an Oakland, California, movie
theater, just off the main downtown street—a
movie house that would have been permanently
closed bocause of the decline in attendance, but
was glven a new lease on life by the rash of
Black exploitation films which Hollywood has
been grinding out in the last few years, with the
single-minded drive to achieve ﬁreater profits
from its new:found market. War surplus search-lights
sweep the night sky; Cadillacs and Bentlys drive up to
the glittering Marquee; out step hustlers, pimps, and
“thelr” women, dreased In the newest “pimp style”
clothing which the “heroes” of so many of these flims
have popularired. )

- Acrcss the wireet from the Margquee, looking at all
this phoney glitter are the Black youth of Oakland's
hettos, Hollyweod s unvelling for them a new 'folk
ero” - gne these youth can look up to by ponying up
$3.00 cach at the box office,
THE PIMP AS HERO

This film is called “The Mack’”, The author of the
film story says that the word “Mack” means pimp; that
it !s 8 true life siory; and when he was growing up in
the Black ghette the pimp was the only successful
character Black youth had to identity with,

The Star of the film arrives, he languishes in the
back seat of his Cadillag for quife a long time, waving
now and then to the admiring Black youth, Flashes of

- eameras Intermittontly pleree the interior of the Cad,

revealing for all to see the smiling handsome face of
the flim's hero, the successful pimp. The Star gets out
of the Cad, he announces to the press that: “This Is
really an tduntlonnl movle”,

nd then, surprisingly, Bobby Seale, Black Panther,
now a registered Democrat and candidate for the Mayer
of Oakland. Thia Is a surprise because he had previeusly.
denouneed this fllm, “The Mack’ as another Hollywood
oxploitation movie. Ho does not refer to this In his state-
ment to the assembled press. Instead he says he “is at
this opening because the people are hare, and aince the
film was made in Oakland it provid«i jobs for the
local people.” : )

FILM VS. REALITY.

“The Mack"” Is a bummer as a flim, It is designed
to got the money of Black youth by leading them to
belleve that they can eseape the sordid horrors of the

hetto b{ sinking deeper Into the even more sordid de:
umanleing horror of pimpdom; that by selling the
bodles of women they will be able to drive big auto.
mobiles and dreas in expensive flashy clothes, To add
to this life of vielence and oxglomuon a false sentl
mentality about a pimp who ls kind to his mother, and
loves little children, is to be guilty of the same men.
dacity that Hollywood has pursued In the past, when
it pletured all Blacks tap-dancing, happy-go-lucky fools.

The pimpa this weiter has talked to are hard-nese
entrepreneuts who deal in the bodles of women gs if they
were eommodities for sale on the market. One pimp put
it very bluntly: “A womaen means nothing to me, other
than what she ean bring In",

Pandering, the legal term for pimping, is actually
a form of chattel slavery from which it Is very diffieult
to escape, Women often go from pimp to pimp search.
ing for better treatment, or a larger share of thelr
earnings, Buch exchange of masters Is not achloved
amiepbly, it often entuila violence, up to the peint of

- murder.

ART AND LIFE :
Above I deseribe the prototype ‘‘Hero” which Holly-
woed I3 projecting in a dozen or more fllms — films
which are almost exclusively shown in Black ghetto
areas, The attraction these films have for Black youth
may be enly the glitter of the blg Cads and flne clothes
bought off the backs of whores, but some of the so-
called “New Left" ls claiming the pimp a “revelution-
ary foree,”” a “here,’ This is beyond comprehension!
Friedrich Engels, writing about the art of the novel,
(this can be a%ﬂlled also to film) sald: “The novelist
maeelf honorably when, by means of
accurate portrayal of authentic soelal relationships, he
destroys the eonventional view of the nature of those
rolations, shatiera the optimlam of the bourgeois world
and forees the reader o question the permanency eof
the prevailing order , . , " ‘
' Not one pimp flim honestly portrays the life of the
pimps and wheres In the Black ghetto,

BLACK, BROWN AND RED

the movement for freedom
among black, chicano
‘and indian

Only 75¢

omr from News & Letters, 1600 E. Jefferson,
Detroit, M, 48307 ,

The following ta the statement of an Oglala Siouz
woman who lings nn the Pine Ridge Reservation, and
ﬂ% “participutcd in the Wounded Knee occupation.

Ol'. : .

Pine Ridge, S.D.—The Federal Government has
14 armored personnel carrlers (APC's) blockad-
ing Wounded Knee. There are close to 500 mar-
shals, racists from Southern states, where the
Black Movement has been going on. The APC's
come up and shoot right into all those houses—
we have little children that play in the streets.
An old man with a serious head wound was un.
armed, probably sleeping, when he was shot.

Two residents of the village, John Husman and

Woody Richards, had set up thelr own roadblock, beyond
the Federal ones, with the 100% backing of Richard

" Wilson, the- tribal president, They claimed they repre-

sented the residents of Wounded Knee, They stopped
medical supplies and food. A woman there with dlabetes
needs Inaulln, but refuses to leave because it's hor home
and she is behind our occupation. A new baby was borni
about a week ago. We want people to know that the
residents of Wounded Knee do not back John Huaman
and Woody Rishards, All familles outside trying to get
back In had written a petition stating that.

WE CALLED IN AIM

Dick Wilson says that the American Indian Move-
ment (AIM) s “outside agitators,” when it's the Oglala
Sloux people who are trylng to be heard, who are atill
In support of Wounded Knee, Our Clvil Rights Movement
oalled In AIM, They were trying to get Dick Wilson out,
The tribal councll's hands wore tied because of intimli.
datlon to themaeclves and their families by Wilson and
his goons, We met with the tribal elders and district
presidents. We all voted for AIM, We needed a bigger
place to meet so we went Into Wounded Knee and took
over that trading post and the church,

1 was in Pine Ridge the day of Wilson's election,
He furnished free booze, cars, and gas to people that
would vote for him, Even then he had a goon squad
saying, “You better vote for Wilson or else.”

He has never done anything to create employment
for the people to help themselves, We wanted to vell

- our land back to the tribe, even though we can get more

money from a white person. People have borrowed money
on that land sale, Dick Wilson is holding It up—he Is
trying to get as much money off our land as he can, I
think the BIA has something to do with It, and we want
that investigated,

None of this was passed by tha {ribal eouneil, Rich-
ard Wilson is sitting up there like a dictator, To me
Richard Wilson and Rlchard Nixon could be the same
persen, ,

Peopla should write to senators, congressmen, and
the Preaident asking them to look into BIA pollcles, the
broken treaties, the dual system of justice, not only for

TWO WORLDS

(Continued from Page §)

it takes guts to be an Informer, He bathes their dirty

work in the aura of being with the elite. Hia very pres-
ence reassures them that If they lle, he will find the

_ means legal or llegal to protect them, The American pub-

e knows the geng lawyer, the legal brain who puts his
skills, experience and connectlons at the dlsposal of the
gangaters and fixes everything for them. It also knows
the prosecutor who uses the astate's witneises against
eriminals. But the type who is both prosecutor and gang
lawyer is a product of a world in which all soclety 1a

In such total erises that the gangaters have taken over

the government , , .
LIBERALS ARE HELPLESS

Cohn totally disregards and demolishes all elvilized
values., Respect for the individual, respect for truth, re.
spect for freadom; he has none of this and he prosecutes
any dissenters, not to protect democracy but {o destroy
one gang in behalf of another,The only question he is
concerned with is this: whose side are you on? Anybody
who s not In his gang, ready to go the limit with him,
{s on Mozcow's side, to be mowed down,

In the face of this totalitarian philesophy, the liberal
is completely helpless. The liberal press shouts againat
Cohn, but all it could do when Cohn and Sehine made
their 17 day book-burning junket abroad was ridicule
them as spoiled brats and wall at the cost to Ameriean
prestige abroad. The liberals are genulnely anxious to
preserve democatie rights. They desplse, loathe and
fear Cohn as u menace to everything valuable in the
Amerlean tradition.But in thelr minds also the only
two. worlds are Ruusslan Communlsm and American

Democracy. They cannot put up a resistance to Cohn's

totalitarian gangetoriam here any more than the lberal

intellectual abroad can put up a resistance to the totall-

_tarlan gangaterism of Communism, Thoy feel the crisl

but they have no total opposition to the system in the
goneept of a new mm;v bullt bv.;tho workm_. RN

Indians, but for all minority and disadvantaged people,
Poople should demonstrate and get coverage saying "We
aupport Wounded Knee.”

The government Is trying to smother why we are
there, They say the leaders are fighting among them.
selves, What leaders? We're all there together, We
feel they are our spokesmen, yes, but ‘“leaders”--some:
body who stands there and says ‘‘do thls, do that,"’—no,

They make fun of peeple whom they call sympa-

'thizers, but to me they are brothers, too, Kveryone

who knows about Wounded Knee can identify with the
occupants, They ore trying to end AIM; they say it's
“Communlst Inspired.” If that's communist-inspired then
we were communist before Columbus discovered Amer-
lea; we must have been the basis for communism. Nixon
understands that it's going to set a precedent, For the
first time In history we've had Indians instead of govern-
ment offlelals reading those treaties = Indlans working
with Indlans. -

We are fighting for the treaties that have been
broken through the years, and not only trying to get
Dick Wilson out but all the Dick Wilsons all acrosa the
country. All us people who belleve something should be
done about the injustices are finally uniting.

~ Money for food supplies and legal defense may be
sent to: American Indlan Movement, Wounded Knee
g«gnn;g%«inuom Center, 208 1lith Street, Rapid City,

Frank Clearwater

Frank Clearwater, 47, was murdered by fed.
eral officials at Wounded Knee. He died in a Rapid
City, South Dakota hospital-on April 25 as & result
of gunshot wounds which struck him in the head
as he lay on a cot in a church on the Plne Ridge
Reservation,

Mr. Clearwater had traveled with his wife,
Morning Star, from their home in Cherokee, North
gnrollm to support the occupation of Wounded

nee, :

Clearwater’'s widow told officials in Rapid City
that she wants her husband’'s body burled at
Wounded Knee. Of the four Native Americans
wounded by the government's continuing terror
campaign at Wounded Knee, Frank Clearwater was
the first to die. We mourn his passing,

Block the James Bay project! —

Montreal, Quebec — April 815 Is James Bay Week
in Montreal, a week of protest and fund-raising activities
organized by the “Save James Bay Committee’, to fight
the James Bay hydro-electrie project which threatens to
flood one.fourth of the province and to drive thousands
of Indlans and Eskimos off their land, The events will
be climaxed by a glgantic rally and concert with well-
known artists of many nationalities,

In contrast to the rlaing volces of protest are the
raclst rantings of Claude Jasmin, a supposedly “radical”
novellst and art eritle. On Mareh 27, in his “Journal de
Montreal” eolumn, he made dire warnings to the “Artists
of Quebec” not to participate in this movement; that
behind it “are some very evil, very anti-Quebecois, very .
anti-French.sposking Interests . ., . while Ontario has
nuclear equipment to sell.”” Then he rages on to say
that the Indians and Eakimos are "being manipulated”
by “the English" against the Quebecols. He then says:
“But know at least that anglicized as they are, they won't -
unﬁ!e:('ﬁmd a word of your songs and eof your speech-
o8, ' ) :

Here is someone who haa spoken out so often againat
the conquest and oppression of French Canadians, but
who now thinks that as a Quebecols he should have the
right to do the same thing to two even-amaller natlonal.
itles, Unfortunately, thls kind of “natlonallsm’ repre-
sents the thinking of a certaln number of Quebee’s mini-
olite, who simply want to get rid of the old oppressors
in order to take thelr places. This erude chauvinism has
nothing to do with the geaulne natlonal question, insep-
erable from eclass and its underlying humanism, Goul

P, Gou
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Nixon bombs

" The heavy indiscriminate bombing of the civilian
population ‘of Cambodia is being carried on at a
greater rate than at any time during the past ten
~~years under the sole orders of President Nixon, who

acts without any direct authority other than his
own' insane obsession to dominate the world.

U Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield stated
in Congress, “There are no legal or constitutional
grounds- for our becoming involved in any way,
shape or form in the Cambodian Civil War.”” Sena-
‘tor Fulbright, Chairman of the Senate Foreign
Affairs Committee stated, “There is no way that

- I know to stop Nixon except to impeach him, and
I don’t think we want to do that.”

. The ' corrupt regime of Lon Nol has lost more

than 50 percent of the country and his capital,
Phnom-Penh, is completely surrounded by Cam-
bodian rebels Every day over 3,000 tons of bombs
are dropped from high flying B52 U.S. bombers
who can neither see what they are bombing or
care who or what they hit. Over 50 percent of the
population are refugees from their bombed out
homes and villages.

Lon Nol holds power only through the grace

OUR LlFE AND TIMES

of the support of Nixon and his military forces.
At the time of Sihanouk’s ouster in 1970, the
Khmer Rouge forces totalled around 3,000. Since
then, the rebel forces are estimated to number
nearly 50,000.

Defense Secretary Elliot Richardson stated,
“What it all amounts to is winding up of a residual
aspect of the war in which we have been engaged.”

In an attempt to salvage the Lon Nol regime,
Nixon has given the green light to South Vietnam
to supply the ground forces that Lon Nol lacks.
On April 15, a column of 25 heavy tanks from
South Vietnam was seen crossing the border into
Cambodia. No reporters are permitted to observe
the operation of these ground forces. U.S. bombing
of Laos was begun on April 16.

The opposition to these activities seems to be
strong in Congress, but neither the Congress nor
the Senate have been able to muster enough agree-
ment to pass legislation curbing the power of the
President to declare unilateral war.

During the past year both houses passed bills -
aimed at limiting the power of Nixon to conduct
his own wars. The Jav. .z Stennis-Eagleton bill passed

by Peter Mallory

Cambodia; do-nothing Congress frets

"In this nuclear age we could all be dead in less

_while ‘in fact, collectively they have no intention of

the Senate by a vaote of 68 to 16 Iast April and the
Zablocki bill passed the House last August by 344
to 13. The overwhelming majorities with winch these
bills passed are an indication of the potential
strength of opposition to the Nixon war policy. Yet,
when it comes down to both Houses compromising
on a common bill, their inherent weakness and
vacillation - predominate and no effective bill is
written into law.

Both the bills passed and the dozens now pend-
ing in both Houses of Congress contain wide loop-
holes which do more to admonish than positively
forbid the President to conduct his own wars. A
bill now before the House asks the President to
“inform them! whenever he commits troops abroad.
Another gives him 30 days to conclude hostilities.

time. ‘
Congress is in fact begging the vital issue. They
are paying lip service to appease voters at home

passing any bill which would stop President Nixon
from deploying the immense military power of the
United States: in any part of the world, or in any
domestic situation that he sees fit to do so.

ltaly

We have received the following letter from
a correspondent in Italy:

The quote from Marx in Raya Dunayevskaya’s
pamphlet on Russia as State-Capitalist Society, “The
only part of the so-called national wealth that ac-
tually enters into the collective possessions of mod-
ern people is their national debt,”’ seems extremely
appropriate to Italy. To make things worse, the
agricultural sector of the economy is in a ruinous
state due mostly to the agreements made with the
Common - Market. Since Italy’s currency has been
devalued compared to most other currencies, its
imports have increased but so has also the cost
‘of its imports of food . . .

The ‘contract for the metalmechanical workers
(which includes workers in auto and steel) has fin-
ally been signed, and the workers have shown that
they aren't willing to be fooled at all. As for the
workers in state industry, they voted against the
contract before it was signed. The workers in private
industry did not have this possibility. Now the union
leaders are going around explaining the contract
and, ‘above all, the Communist leaders are being
hissed and booed down, It seems that in the large
automobile factories” in Turin, many workers are
‘proposing to continue the struggle until the hun-

dreds of workers fired during the strikes are re-
hired and those that have been arrested are re-
leased. Never have the Italian workers shown such
solidarity and such strength in the after-war
period . . .

Everything ought to be much clearer if and
when the center-left government that our capital-
ists are insisting upon comes into being. It will be
extremely important to know what will be the final
reaction of the workers and managers of the auto
industry after this strike. It’s Italy’s key industry.

South Vietnam

. When Nixon’s friendly dictator of South Vietnam,
President Thieu, visited Rome the Pope himself
appealed to him to release over 100,000 political
prisoners now held in his inhuman jails. The
Catholic Thieu protested he had no such prisoners.
Facts prove him a liar.

Two of these former prisoners are now touring
the United States and Canada. Jean-Pierre Debris
and Andre Menras were released from Chi Hoa
prison in South Vietnam on December 29, 1972,
They were school teachers arrested for participat-
ing in an anti-government demonstration in July
1970. They have lived in the prisons of Thieu and
describe the beatings, torture and assassinations
that occur there on a daily basis among men, women

and even little children.
Join Amnesty Action, 200 West 72nd St., NYC
to help these: unfortunate vietims of Nixon's war,

" Yugoslavia

Tito’s purge of Professors of Philosophy at Bel-
grade University is going very badly. In Septem-
ber 1972 he declared that the Professors who  dis-
agreed with his interpretation of Marxist Philosophy
should be “pensioned or given some other job."

Eight Professors of Philosophy at the Univer-
sity are under his attack. Among them are such
noted ‘Marxist scholars as Dr. Mihailo Markovie,
Dr. Svetozar Stojanovic, Dr. Ljubomir Tadic and
Mrs. Zagora 'Pesic-Golubovic. The group are ac-
cused of “leflist -tendencies.”

Under Tifo's rules for the University of Bel-
grade it requires a vote of the entire department
of Philosophy to expel a member of the staff. The
Party Cadre called a meeting to throw out the
accused and not enough of the 70 Professors who
were expected to attend showed up to reach a
quorum to act on the denouncement of the eight
“anarcho-liberal Professors.”” The philosophy of
Marxism, in Yugoslavia, thus becomes the spring-
board of the struggle between academic freedom
and the acts of the bureaucratic state power to sup-
press freedom of expression under Tito.

Massive workers' strikes in Britain challenge both Tory and Labor parties

i

‘Foreign Secretary,

(Continued from Page 1)

_ depending on the outcome of the conference, of course.

- But let us not forget that Sir Douglas-Home, the
accompanied Chamberlain to Munich
when the notorious Munich Agreement was signed. No
person with a grain of sense expects the coming European
Security Conference to solve the problem' of militarism
in that part of the world. One reflection of this is seen
in the report that the West European countries are going
to increase their arms expenditure by five percent in
the coming year.

A further mark of the deepening crisis facing Britain
appeared in the exposure—in the wake of the recent
massive strikes in South Africa—of the scandalously
low wages paid the Black population of South Africa
by a host of British firms. Illova Sugar Estates, a sub-
sidiary of Tate and Lyle, pays native workers 29 pence
a day, which with bonuses and overtime brings these

.workers a total of 55 pence a day. Also revealed was

that British shipping companies pay Black workers
about a third of what they pay white workers.

ZONCERN OVER SOUTH AFRICA

The TUC (Trade Union Council) has sold all its
shares in British companies with subsidiaries in South
Africa, A number of companies are now rushing with
promises fo improve the wage levels of their colored

2 -employees. Peter Walker, Secretary of Trade and Indus-

4ry in Britain, has suddenly decided to remind British

business fu'ms in South Africa of their obligation to
African workers.
".- Everyone is pretending ignorance of the facts, but

“one Parliament member says he wrote to one of the

firms. about the situation last September. One indication

--of the low .pay ‘is seen in the call of the Trade Union

- Council of South Africa for a minimum wage of 10

pounds a week, or about $25. -
Official concern over the African™problems was -

~demonstrated by the visits by Douglas-Home to Nigeria

and of Princess Anne to Ethiopia. Alarm is expressed

over the Chinese presence in various parts of Africa.
There is 2 cooling of British support of the Smith apart-
heid rule in Rhodesia. It is cle‘ar';eve,n to the Hggth

government that Britain cannot win support in Africa
if she gives Smith any further encouragement.

A further deterioration of public trust in the Heath
government has resulted from disclosures of the high
profits made out of drugs prescribed by doctors under
the National Health ‘Service and evidence of corruption
in high government offices.

Most serious of all, however, is the unrest of the
working class and their militant strike actions. A one-
day general strike has been called for May 1 in opposi-
tion to the Industrial Relations Act, which outlaws
strikes, - This is a big thing, but notice must be taken
of the call made recently by Hugh Scanlon, leader of
the auto workers union, for the Act to be amended. This
runs counter to the fight against everything in the Act,
which is clearly designed to shackle labor and against
which British labor is solidly united.

In still another indication of the sentiment turning
against Scanlon’s betrayal of working class principles,
the auto workers have decided to go all out for a demand
of 35 pounds (ahout $87 a week) for a 35-hour week.
Scanlon didn’t like this. He wanted more talks with the
government. Heath is also asking for more talks. It is
clear that the labor leaders like going to Downing Street.
They have been there too often already.

There have been some set-backs for labor solidarity.
For months, the National Union of Miners demanded
wage and fringe benefits which exceeded the govern-
ment’s wage freeze guidelines. Negotiations reached a
standstill, and a ballot vote by the miners on a demand
for higher wages turned down the call for strike action.
The majority of miners in Wales -and Scotland voted for
the strike, but not in England. The government, smarting
after the blow struck by the miners last year, took a
threatening attitude while the ballot was being taken.
And the hospital workers returned to work after gaining
little more than the limit imposed by the Government.

HOUSING ANOTHER CRISIS
Another battle erupted over the Government action
raising rents-in"Britain. None will deny that the Govern-

Communist and Labor parties placed reliance on local
city councils to defeat the legislation by refusing to
implement the law. Several local councils decided not
to implement the Act. This kind of action could achieve
nothing without action by the masses. Lip-service was
given to that. Within a short time the local authorities
capitulated, Clydebank Town Council, which has four
Communist members, made a spectacular show. A fine
of 5,000 pounds was imposed, but there was a special

fund of 60,000 pounds that could be tapped. That is what

happened, and the struggle was dropped.

Another increase will be due later in the year. It
should be possible to hring the masses into action on this.
It is the pelicy of the Government to have the people
purchase houses. With this aim. in view, the output of
new houses was lower last year than in any year since
1961. There is a shortage of houses and prices have risen
to an unprecedented height. Owners of land, building
societies and sharks of all kinds are enriching them-
selves as mever before,

It is beginning to dawn on some politicians that we
are well on the road to state-capitalism. Our lives are
being regulated by the state bureacracy. Unfortunately,
this situation is seen by too many as. simply an oppor-
tunity for electoral success, rather than opportunity to
create a fundamental change in our exploitative society.

WORKERS LOOKING FOR TOTAL CHANGE
This objective could be seen in the April elections

.in London - and six other big centers of England and

Wales. The Labor Party regained the control it lost over
Greater London six years ago, and took power in the six
metropolitan councils of greater Manchester, Merseyside,
Tyne and Wear, West Midlands, West Yorkshire and
South Yorkshire, plus 11 other key councils.

While Labor Party leaders may wring their hands
in glee, they are apparently blind to the significance of
the fact that only 37 percent of the voters showed up at
the polls—or about half the turnout expected at national
elections. It is a clear sign that the people of Britain,
and especially the workmg class, are looking for a change
in their lives that is far more different than anythmg

ment has WOu the ﬁrst round ogx t.hxs 1ssue Both- the ;- that exthm; tbe Labqr or. Tory parties. have to.offex.. .




