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1776—first 
unfinished 
revolution 

by Charles Denby, Editor 
Ebony magazine had a special issue on the Bicen

tennial, asking various Black leaders whether or not 
Blacks should participate in it. Some say yes, some 
have taken a middle of the road position, and some gave 
a resounding no. To me that is the wrong question to 
ask because it would mean that we would participate on 
the administration's level. 

With all the distortions of American history, par
ticularly the role of labor and the role of Blacks, not to 
mention that of Indians and women, why should working 
people participate on that level instead of telling the 
true story of what was revolutionary in American 
history? 
NEW PAMPHLET 

What I am happy to report to our readers is that we 
in News and Letters Committees are preparing a special 
pamphlet: America's First Unfinished Revolution by M. 
Franki and T. Hillstrom. In this pamphlet by Marxist-
Humanists, which will be off the press in January 1976, 
you will first see the real historic deeds that made 
America free from Britain, but still left it in slavery. 
There you will read the stories of the true engines of 
the revolution, the Committees of Correspondence. 

Freedom, liberty and equality appear to have lost 
their meaning for many white Americans today. But 
for Black people those concepts still live and breathe, 
they still move us. 

They cannot be taken for granted by a people who 
just got the right to fair housing several years ago, the 
right to vote same ten years ago, the right to integrated 
schools some 20 years ago.'The very fact that these are 
rights still honored more in the breach than in the ob
servance, make it all the more imperative for Black 
citizens to use the occasion of the Bicentennial to press 
for the completion of our revolution. 
WOMEN IN THE REVOLUTION 

On the question of women's liberation in revolution
ary history, it was not just what Abigail Adams wrote to 
John Adams, which as great as it was, was only an indi
vidual letter that we didn't learn about until fairly re
cently. It was not just on the battle field where women 
accompanied their husbands and actually at times had 
to take over the fighting, or the fact that women histori
ans brought out what male historians left out. It is not 
just a question of the role of women as women, but 
women as revolutionaries for the liberation of humanity. 

Our pamphlet also points out: 
"Out of the misnamed French and Indian War (1754-

1763), which in fact was the French and British war over 
control of the land that belonged to the Indians, two revo
lutionary phenomena appeared 1) the recognition by the 
Indians that this land of theirs was being relentlessly 
expropriated, which erupted in revolts such as those led 
by Chief Pontiac from 1763-66; and 2) the lessons learned 
by the colonists on how to oppose British rule, from sur
vival and collective appeals to guerrilla warfare and self-
sufficiency." 

In addition to these forces of resistance, there were 
slave revolts and all sorts of other pressures by Blacks. 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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As Chinese and U.S. irises build 

Ford, Brezhnev, Mao maneuver 
for total domination of world 

by Peter Mallory 
Eight days after President Ford summoned 

James Schlesinger to the White House and fired 
him as Secretary of Defense, HSINHAU, the of
ficial Chinese news agency, issued a 2,000 word 
statement which included quotes giving the 
views of others, the "others" being those whose 
views they themselves held. Among those quoted 
were Senator Henry M. Jackson, who represents 
Boeing Aircraft in the Senate, is opposed to 
detente with Russia and is a candidate for the 
presidency; and Barry Goldwater, quoted as 
saying, "The Soviets will look on this as quite a 
victory." 

Just off the press — 
new, 
seventh 

edition of 

Only $5 a Copy 

MARXISM AND FREEDOM 
from 1776 until today 

by RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA 
Author of Philosophy and Revolution 

Preface by HERBERT MARCUSE 
This new, seventh edition is the fourth English-language publication of a work that has 
already been translated into French, Italian and Japanese and will appear in Spanish in 
1976. Chapters have been copied in samisdat and circulated throughout the Russian 
underground. The section on "The Challenge of Mao Tse-tung", a penetrating analysis 
of Chinese totalitarianism, has been translated into Chinese and smuggled into main
land China. 

In addition to the original Preface by Herbert Marcuse, this new British edition also 
contains a Preface by the legendary labor leader in Great Britain, Harry McShane. I ts 
appearance on the eve of 1976—the 200th anniversary of the birth both of the V,S. as a 
nation and of classical political economy, with Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations — 
underlines the importance of this fundamental work that takes up 200 years of our 
modern machine age. It firmly establishes both the American roots and the world Hu
manist roots of Marxism. 

Order from News & Letters, 1900 E. Jefferson, Detroit, Mich. 48207 
(In Britain, order from: Harry McShane, 31 Baibeg St., Glasgow SW1, Scotland, 

or Bob Potter, 98 Addison Rd., Hove 2, Sussex, England) 

This highly unusual reaction by alleged Chinese 
Communists to the removal of a high-ranking U.S. 
military imperialist demands a second look at the moti
vation of the Maoists. 
WHY IS MAO FOR SCHLESINGER? 

China is in crisis. It is confronted by leadership 
struggles for power (as Mao and Chou En-lai reach the 
end of their mortal span); by serious working class 
strikes for better conditions of labor; by youth dissent; 
and by military challenges from the late Lin Piao's army. 
Waiting in the wings for power to pass into their hands 
are not just the rehabilitated Teng as "economist," but 
also others who were with Lin Piao in opposing rolling 
out fie red carpet for Nixon. 

At the same time the industrialization of the vast 
land has received a new impetus from the discovery of 
vast deposits of oil and natural gas in China. This im
portant discovery has sent hordes of Mao's emmissaries 
to the West seeking technology and setting up trade 
deals: oil for arms, factories and oil field supplies. 

Within the past 18 months France and West Germany 
have staged huge industrial exhibitions in Peking to 
display their latest technology. China has opened its own 
trade fair in Cologne, Germany and has sent thousands 
of its best engineers to Germany to learn the best that 
capitalism has to offer. The London Financial Times 
called China, "The next growth market." Teng Hsiao-
Ping, Deputy Prime Minister, visited Paris and Brussels 
to make the Chinese point of view clear. 

Mao is no novice when it comes to fighting imperial
ism, nor is he ignorant of the meaning of "growth 
market" in imperialist terms. Why then does he give 
so much space to the imperialist views of "others"? Can 
it be that he has subordinated everything — nationally, 
internationally, class struggle and self-determination — 
to a single national aim, Russia as "Enemy #1"? 

Placing orders for French Mirage fighter, planes 
and heavy helicopters, British aircraft and military 
engines, the Chinese have a potential of billions of dollars 
in purchases of military and industrial equipment ahead 
of them. Mao hopes to be able to tie political strings to 
the orders. His last meeting with Kissinger made that 
message clear: your enemy, too, is Russia, which wants 
to expand into western Europe. 

Though China will sell its oil and gas at Arab prices, 
having a new source — and perhaps competition later — 
is attractive to western imperialism; they can sell arms 
and goods that their depression-prone economies are 
glutted with. 
MILITARIZATION AND POLITICS 

Ford's firing of Schlesinger was taken on the narrow
est possible basis: Republican inter-capitalist political 
maneuvering of one reactionary to retain the Presidency 
as against another reactionary who wants, but needs not 
be "held down" by responsibility for, state power, 
Schlesinger represented an embarrassment to Ford's po
litical campaign. Furthermore, he does not trust Schle
singer to be a Ford man when things get rough. Schle-
singer's favoring Reagan means, to Ford, that Reagan 
may be privy to "state secrets." While the daily press 
played up the Schlesinger-Kissinger "feud" as the 
primary reason for his dismissal, Ford, in fact, wants to 
appear in the presidential campaign as being even more 
militaristic. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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NOW convention fails to meet race, class issues 
The 8th-annual National Organization for Women 

(NOW) Convention was held Oct. 24-27 in Philadelphia, 
Pa. and was attended by some 5,000 women. The four 
days were characterized by the fancy expensive setting, 
continuous politicking for offices, and endless procedural 
hassles which disguised political disagreements. Many 
women had come, some a long distance, to discuss their 
activities and ideas about where the women's movement 
is going, only to find a political circus instead of a 
political forum. 

The organization was nearly ripped in two by a 
right-wing that sought to exclude from NOW issues such 
as racism, poverty and unemployment, yet those are the 
very issues that brought many women to the convention, 
reflecting both a new kind of NOW membership and a 
broadening of interest of a segment of the predominantly 
white, middle class organization. 

On the convention floor, the right wing first pre
tended not to be involved in the fights for national offices, 
using the incredible slogans, 'i*nilitant neutrality" and 
"creative neutrality." They kept raising the Equal Rights 
Amendment (ERA)—-the threat that it will lose unless 
NOW concentrates its activities on 
the campaign for it — to try to 
impose a false unity and to oppose 
less "feminist" issues. 

The NOW national offices were 
won by a slate whose rhetoric 
sounded relatively revolutionary, 
headed by Karen DeCrow. 

Two weeks later, 13 NOW "leaders" of the right-
wing met and founded a "network" called Women Surge 
"to either save NOW or move on." They want NOW to 
concentrate on things of "grass roots interest" that "are 
being totally ignored because they are not radical chic" 
—their thinly-disguised term for Black, poor and work
ing women's issues they totally ignore. 

- Less than two weeks after the NOW convention, the 
ERA was defeated in the November state elections in 
New York and New Jersey. 

This defeat of the ERA did not come from working 
women. Wherever their voices have been heard, they 
have opposed it because in states where similar legis
lation has been passed, it has stripped them of their 
daily on-the-job protection. But the defeat came squarely 
from the right. 

'Alice doesn't'on West Coast 
Oakland, Cal. — I work for Lucky Stores in Cali

fornia, which is typically male-dominated in its execu
tive positions. I didn't decide to take off for "Alice 
Doesn't Day" until the day before the strike. I told my 
immediate supervisor, who didn't say anything at first, 
but seemed rather angry. Later he told me he thought 
it was wrong, but I took off anyway. 

The next day when I returned to work, my super
visor called me up and said that a number of executives 
needed to have their plane reservations changed, and 
that I should do it. 

This is not my normal job and I am sure this was 
his way of showing how he disapproved of what I did. 

My supervisor has now told me of more repercus
sions in the company. I and another woman had signed 
our time cards with "Alice Doesn't" and "Women's 
Strike" for the day we were off. 

The person who handled the time cards called this 
to the attention of the president of Lucky Stores, who 
proceeded to order an investigation of how many women 
took off for "Alice Doesn't Day." 

My supervisor said that the best count they got was 
possibly 12 people out of 40,000 employees. That isn't 
many, but the men must have been worried if they 
investigated the whole company. 

—Lucky Stores worker 

Los Angeles, Cal.—On "Alice Doesn't Day," Oct. 29, 
a group of women decided to get together to talk about 
some of the problems we are having at United Artists 
Recording Company. 

A total of 3$ women attended from the production, 
publicity, and artist development departments, and a 
few from the billing department. There were no women 
present from the legal department, and a group of 
women were threatened with losing their jobs if they 
attended any of the meetings. When this bit of informa
tion was passed on, the meeting continued regardless. 

Equal pay, cost of living increases, equal job dis
tribution and better working hours were discussed. In
surance became a weighty issue, because single women 
cannot receive pregnancy benefits and married women 
can. 

The largest decision was made toward the con
clusion of tiie meeting—to have a second meeting the 
fallowing week, specifically for detailed problems that 
exist within each department. 

The 35 women represent a movement that is definitely 
needed in this company. Whether or not this movement 
works out, there has still* been a lot learned from this 
concept—women as a forceful unit for the betterment 
of people. 

—Alake 

News & Letters Photos 

NOW convention drew 5,000 women. 

The latest attack on the women's liberation move
ment—a renewal of the all-out assault on women's right 
to abortion, fueled by the most reactionary elements of 
the Catholic Church—shows that far from the gains of 
the past few years being permanent, they were first 
won by a mass movement, and their continuation depends 
on a deepening of that movement. 

The challenge facing NOW and other organizations 
is not whether they can rise above factional politics in 
1975 to re-unite women on issues like the right to abor
tion. The division in NOW is not between the liberals 
and the right wing, but the women there who were 
trying to raise questions of class and race (see letter 
from a working woman in Readers' Views), and de
manding that this broadened perspective become at 
the same time deepened, in NOW's activities. 

—N&L-WL Participants 

W L NOTES 
On Oct. 24, the women of Iceland struck, shutting 

down telephone communications, newspapers, theaters, 
schools, airlines, nursery schools and banks. This strike 
showed not only that "women are indispensible to the 
country's economic and national life," as a spokeswoman 
said, but also the anger and militancy of women them
selves and their determination to do something to change 
the conditions of their lives. 

* * * 
In St. Louis, Mo. more than half the nurses at the 

city hospital called in sick. The group called Nurses for 
Better Health Care were protesting the unsafe and 
unsanitary conditions at the hospital and deplorable 
patient care. 

* * * 
Several women in Kentucky have filed grievances 

with the Kentucky Human Rights Commission to force 
several coal companies to hire women as miners. They 
were supported at the hearings by demonstrators from 
The Appalachian Women's Rights Organization, a multi-
state women's liberation group that has been supporting 
women in their fight against the coal companies. 

Japanese feminists stormed into one of the top 
manufacturing firms in Japan and demanded that a 
sexist TV commercial be taken off the air. In the ad 
for instant noodles, a lazy teenage man announces, "I'm 
the person who eats," while two teenage women scurry 
around getting noodles, proclaiming "We are the people 
who cook." After protests by the Association to Take 
Action in International Women's Year, the company 
dropped the ad. The women are now demanding an 
end to all sexist advertising. 

* * * 
Hospital workers in London have struck two wards 

in the Hammersmith Hospital, saying "We'd like to 
see spending on public health increased and the private 
sector dwindle away to nothing." They are protesting 
the increased number of private patients being cared 
for by the hospital. 

Combination Offer— 
ROSA LUXEMBURG: REVOLUTIONARY 
THEORETICIAN by Lee Tracey 

and 
ANALYSIS OF LUXEMBURG'S "THEORY OF 
ACCUMULATION" by Raya Dunayevskayo 

BOTH FOR 75c 
from 

News & Letters, 1900 E. Jefferson, Detroit 48207 

WAY OF THE WORLD 

Hoover demanded Dr. King's life 
by Ethel Dunbar 

I was shocked when I heard the news about the FBI 
writing a letter to Rev. Martin Luther King, telling 
him that he1 was through, and had only 34 days to make 
up his mind to commit suicide. This letter and a set 
of tapes were sent to Dr. King shortly before he was 
to be given the Nobel Peace Prize, yet he never mads 
it public. His closest aides knew about the letter and 
the tapes, but nobody said why they kept it a secret 
all this time. 

What makes me mad is that the FBI and the CIA 
are supposed to be "protectors of the people," but they 
are the two biggest organizations opposed to peoples' 
rights. 

Hoover was the God that sat on the throne of the 
FBI and no one was to criticize what he did, not even 
the President of the U.S. When a Black man criticized 
Hoover, it was the end for him. No one should be 
surprised that those killings of the late '60s were con
nected with the FBI or CIA. 

I was listening to Congressman Andrew Young talk
ing to a reporter. He said Rev. King met only once with 
Hoover, and Hoover was not sensitive to any problems 
facing Blacks. The committee for the Nobel Peace Prize 
had also talked about Hoover for the award, then later 
recommended Rev. King. Young thought that made 
Hoover mad. 

Hoover got to be head of the FBI through the infam
ous Palmer raids against workers and Blacks in 1920. 
The "Reds'; then were workers trying to organize their 
unions. There was no reporting of the facts—just that 
Hoover and! his men were right. This is why he got so 
far—one-man control; nothing was ever said about how 
he operated^ 

No wonder the American people do not believe in 
their government, especially the Blacks. The government 
waited until after Hoover was dead to bring out the 
kind of game he was playing. They said that Robert 
Kennedy gave Hoover permission to do it to Rev. King. 
After King was killed, Kennedy went to the funeral 
and marched in the procession. 

I can understand those who say we have nothing to 
celebrate when it comes to the Bicentennial, for when 
we have been right in this country, if it meant Civil 
Rights, we've been wrong. 

Uniroyal's seniority set-up 
means women get lowest pay 

Detroit, Mich.—Why is it that here at Uni-
royal the women who are working on the dual 
drums, flat tables and the package unit receive 
65 cents an hour less than their male partners? 
I work in a gang of three. It 's two men and my
self but I get paid 65 cents less than they do. 
And I do the same amount of work, if not more. 

The women have always felt that if you're putting 
the stock into the machine for the man, you're doing 
just as much work as he is. You have to size it up. You 
have to get it in there right. You have to make just as 
many movements or operations as he does, but you're 
getting less than he does. 

We all ask the question, "Why?" All the union men 
on every floor hold jobs that are called service jobs. 
These are more or less flunky jobs. 

They receive their pay regardless of the production 
put out. Before, their pay was based on the floor aver
age. This is something they negotiated with the company 
for themselves. 

Why didn't they fight to get us wages the same as 
the men, but did fight to get their own wages at a 
steady level? Everyone else feels this pressure of mak
ing production every day, or else they lose a lot of 
money. 

The company also got around to offering women jobs 
according to seniority. They offered me every male job 
in the department I was in, but I couldn't do any of those 
jobs. They ask you if you want to do a man's job in 
your department and if you say no, they make you sign 
a slip sayhiig that you were not able to do a man's job. 

But there are lots of jobs in other departments that 
I could do and where I have more seniority than the 
men. They keep the seniority departmental and not plant-
wide, which they aren't supposed to do. 

Now that they've started the recall and the work 
-•has started picking up, they don't call the women in by 
seniority and offer them these jobs. They're just calling 
the men back. 

—Woman worker, Uniroyal 

If you have a story, or want to contact 
News « Letters Women's Liberation Com
mittees in San Francisco, Detroit, Los An
geles <ar New York, write to the addresses 
in the jbox on page 3. 
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Chrysler's international plan pits worker against worker 
asgow, Scotland — In the fight for jobs, are in danger. The campaign by the government is m 
TTiPripan wnrWpr« arP in rnmrWitinn with ing with a temporary success and we are about tc 

Glasgow, Scotland — In the fight for jobs, 
the American workers are in competition with 
the British workers. Chrysler Corporation has 
just announced they will stay in Britain if the 
Government underwrites their expected losses 
for the next four years, which could be more 
than $250 million. This is the price of survival 
of 26,500 jobs at Linwood and Coventry. 

Coventry, the most "prosperous" city in Britain, is 
becoming poorer. Only a week ago, even a reactionary 
shop steward there gave support on television for more 
"workers participation" and control. In Linwood, one of 
Scotland's new towns, the workers are threatening to 
occupy the factory, but only to prevent the removal of 
the machinery. Workers have been on strike, but even 
then they produced thousands of cars that cannot be 
sold. 

Mr. Wilson says that the "Luddites" have been busy 
on both sides of industry. It is certain he intends to 
say more on the subject. 
UNEMPLOYMENT NEARING TWO MILLION 

Chrysler is about to open a new factory in Teheran 
—the new Mecca. The British factory at Coventry has 
been exporting components to Teheran. Labour power 
will be cheaper in Teheran and it is a promising market. 
The Japanese are showing an interest in the Chrysler 
factory in Linwood, Scotland. 

The position is very serious here. The social services 

Police arrest Morris strikers 
Los Angeles, Cal.—On Nov. 2, the workers of UAW 

Local 509 voted to turn down the final proposal from 
Norris Industries and go out on strike. The week prior 
to this they held a strike meeting and the union leader
ship granted the company one week extension to com
plete their proposal. 

At the end of the week the company had no new 
proposal. Meanwhile they had gotten their warehouse 
cleared out. 

On the Friday prior to the strike there was a lot of 
tension in the plant over the company's tricking the 
union to get another week's work out of us. Absenteeism 
was up. A few people walked out and attempted to block 
the gates and put up a picket line. Some 28 people were 
fired and arrested by police for disturbing the peace. 
This is now another issue in the strike. 

The final offer had some improved medical bene
fits and a new pension plaij. But it had a 10-cent cap 
per year on the cost of living. This is the main issue of 
the strike. The union is asking for the $1.80 lost over 
the last three years with no cap on the new contract. 

—Striking Norris worker 

Local News & Letters Committees can be 
contacted directly in the following areas: 
SAN FRANCISCO:PO Box 77303, Station E, 

San Francisco, Cal. 94107 
LOS ANGELES: PO Box 29194, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90029 
DETROIT: 1900 E. Jefferson, 

Detroit 48207 (259-0404) 
NEW YORK: PO Box 5463. Grand Central Sta. 

New York, N.Y. 10017 

are in danger. The campaign by the government is meet
ing with a temporary success and we are about to be 
smothered by government propaganda. The figure of 
unemployment may reach two million next year. 
CHAUVINISM A DIVERSION 

The Scottish National Party are exploiting the situa
tion without saying where they stand on what is the 
real issue. They are claiming North Sea oil, 150 miles 
out at sea, as Scottish oil. They are also calling for 
separation from England. They have no policy on any
thing else. 

This chauvinism would separate the English workers 
from the Scottish workers. It is a diversion. We are 
about to get a Scottish Parliament. It does not mean 
much, but the Labour movement always wanted that. 
English chauvinism is being voiced but the workers, on 
both sides of the border, have other things on their minds. 

—Harry McShane 

We 're all in different /ails' 
by Felix Martin, West Coast Editor 

We're getting ready to put another car on the 
assembly line. There are still lots of people laid off and 
I can't understand why they haven't been called back 
because those of us still working are working overtime. 

Before the last layoff lots of workers were taking 
off on Friday because of the speed-up and overtime. 
They were just unable to hack it. Now people are work
ing so hard they not only miss Friday, but sometimes 
can't even make it back on Monday. 

But still the company isn't calling workers back. At 
the work center inside the plant, where the local union 
bureaucrats hang out in air-conditioned offices, laid off 
workers keep calling, wanting to know when they will be 
called back. But no answer is given. 

On the inside of the plant we are dying from being 
worked to death and on the outside the brothers are 
dying trying to make ends meet when they should be 
inside with us, all sharing the work load. We all seem 
to be in just different types of jails and I see it not 
getting better, only worse. 

I saw some additional machines, all this automation, 
piled up near me, getting ready to be used. I visualized 
these machines and dead people merging together. No, 
not dead people, really people not being born because 
of these machines. As each new machine comes in to 
replace workers, less workers are needed. People feel 
they should have fewer children now because they can't 
figure out where the jobs will be to feed their future 
generations. 

What tney can't see is that automation (machines 
replacing people) has caused this problem and that for 
each new machine less and less people are needed. 

I think we, especially women, should be able to 
decide how many children to have. But I cannot see this 
capitalist system deciding for me or anyone else how 
many children to have by saying: We don't want you 
to reproduce yourselves anymore because we don't need 
you. Our machines and technology will be turning out 
the work force. 

Even the big corporations can't see that by replac
ing workers with machines, sooner or later with less and 
less people working, there is going to be no one to buy 
their products. The machines don't need to consume 
what they produce. Only humans have uses for it. It's 
only a matter of time until the machines replace us all, 
unless we change this system. 

FROM THE AUT\b 

Fleetwood 
Detroit, Mich. — After the Saturday second shift 

on Oct. 18, I was coming out of the plant when a plant 
protection man pointed to a Black worker and said, 
"Sergeant, this is the one." Then the two of them slam
med this worker up against the wall. He spun away 
from them, and then they called him into the office to 
talk. This guard said that two nights before, he thought 
he saw something in this worker's coat. 

The worker tried to call his committeeman over 
this, but it was Saturday night and there was no com
mitteeman available. The next Monday, when he went 
to report it, the company had already written up a 
report that said it was the worker who slammed the 
guard up against the wall and roughed up the sergeant. 

Many people had seen what happened because we 
were all coming out of the plant, so about ten wit
nesses all stated the same facts against the company's 
report. 

But the next day the company gave this worker 30 
days off without pay. The union wasn't around when the 
incident happened, and the union couldn't get his worker 
back, even with all the support from those that saw what 
happened. I understand he had to see a doctor at his 
own expense about backaches after he got slammed 
against the wall. He finally had to sign away his rights 
to back pay in order to return to work after two weeks. 

—Second shift worker, Dept 1 

WOPS 

Dodge Truck 
Warren, Mich. — Where I work they drive the trucks 

off the line and the fumes come directly in your face. 
We get fumigated constantly while we work. When you 
complain to the foreman, he goes and turns this fan on. 
That fan doesn't do anything. Those trucks are coming 
constantly, and they're testing them by racing the motor. 

Eventually it makes you sick, and they get down 
on you if you take a medical. Chrysler doesn't care 
anything about your health. The only thing they care 
about is that you do eight hours on that line. It gets 
so smokey in there my throat gets raw. When I talked 
to the Committeeman he said, "Well there's nothing you 
can do." But there will be something he can do if nobody 
comes in. The safety people are supposed to have 
blowers. 

We had a fire the other night, and there's- a gas tank 
right there where they pump gas in the trucks. That 
whole thing could have blown up and there wouldn't have 
been anything left. They moved the truck out right away 
so that it wouldn't blow up, but the people were just 
left standing around. Then the fire went up the pipe to 
the second floor in the paint booth. 

There's too much dangerous stuff in there for any
body to be standing there when there is a fire. If a wire 
fell on you, that would be it. You're gone. We don't 
even have a safety man on afternoons. 

—Second shift worker 

Auto workers 

. . need own 

0 ^ Bill of Rights 
by John Allison 

The auto workers need a bill of rights of their 
own in the contract to protect the benefits they're en
titled to and have won from their struggles. Every 
contract the auto workers get, the newspapers always 
have big headlines reporting all of the "great" things 
that have been won. 

What they don't report is all of the qualifications 
that the workers have to meet to get those benefits. The 
fact is that the UAW is guilty of writing labor contracts 
like the government writes laws for the big corpora
tions: they are all in favor of the corporations. 

This can be seen from what happened last year to 
Chrysler workers, who were the hardest hit, as well as 
thousands of other auto workers who were laid off in 
November. All of those workers lost ten days of pay 
that were supposed to be holiday benefits they were 
entitled to in the contract. Except for the qualification. 
And that qualification is that you have to work the day 
before and the day after any holiday period to get the 
benefit. And since those thousands of auto workers were 
laid off before the holiday period, they got nothing. 

This point had been raised by the workers when the 
provision was negotiated, but the UAW said that the 
auto companies wouldn't treat their workers so unfairly. 
The trouble with the UAW officials is that they have 
no idea how unfairly the company treats the workers 
every day on the job. The workers know the company 
can't be trusted where it comes to the buck, and they 
are right again. The rumor is strong now that Ford is 
planning to take the holiday pay from workers by laying 
those off in December who are working on slow-selling 
models. 

But GM is the master instructor for the rest of 
the auto industry. GM gave birth to the word "qualifi
cation" to receive unemployment compensation, sick 
pay, workmen's compensation, holiday pay, bereavement 
pay and vacation pay. The worker must qualify! This is 
the way the auto management subtracts from workers' 
take-home pay. 

In fact, under the present contract, qualification 
means more than seniority. Everybody's talking about 
the year 1976 and how it goes back to 1776 and the 
first American Revolution against British oppression and 
exploitation. The auto workers don't have the British 
oppressing them, they've been replaced by the auto 
companies. I'd like to hear from every auto worker who 
reads this: WHAT DO YOU WANT IN YOUR BILL OF 
RIGHTS IN THE NEXT CONTRACT? Write me and 
let me know, and we'll print it. 

N. Y. handbill fab a rat race 
New York, N.Y. — Up in tne Bronx there is a 

place where they hire you by the day to pass out ad
vertising door-to-door. Usually about 25 people show up. 
At 7 a.m. you shape up. The supervisor glances at you, 
gives a nod, and calls your name, (about 18 get the 
nod). Then you load up on a truck and they drive you 
to other neighborhoods. You only get paid from the 
time you get off the truck until the time, six hours later, 
that you're picked up. 

At the neighborhoods, you fill up a canvas bag with 
supermarket or other store circulars, up to 600 to a 
bag. It weighs about 50 pounds, and you sling it over 
your shoulder. You can't walk comfortably with it until 
it's half empty. At the first building you- drop the bag 
on the steps, chalk your initial, fold the papers quickly 
as you walk from one floor to the next — unless you're 
lucky and get an elevator building. One paper to each 
door. 

In rain or hot sun, you work steadily with one ten-
minute break and a half-hour lunch. The boss will follow 
you up to see if you're skipping any floors or throwing 
papers away. 

After six hours you're dead tired and you're thankful 
for the truck that will shake you up like a vibrating 
machine as it drives you to the office. Then you get 
in line to get your pay, that is, half of it until Thursday 
of next week. By three o'clock you're finished. You've 
spent eight hours and got paid for six. You're lucky 
if you get three or four days work a week. 

This job is usually performed by skid-row characters 
who need immediate cash, but lately, with growing un
employment, regular older workers and a few teen
agers have been joining the ranks. 

One week I worked a full week. On my pay I saw 
that money had been taken out for "union dues." 

"This place has a union and they pay $2.15 an hour?" 
I said to a friend. 

"Yeah," he said. "The strongest union in the country 
—the. Teamsters." 

I worked there a few months in the summer. During 
that period two older men died of heart attacks. 
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EDITORIAL 
An air of total unreality settled over the Chateau 

de Rambouillet—favorite "country house" of Marie An
toinette where for three days the leaders of the six 
biggest Western industrial powers had discussed their 
economic crises over fine wines and pheasant-under-
glass—as President Ford jubilantly emerged to pro
claim, "the people of our countries can look forward to 
more jobs, less inflation and a greater sense of economic 
security." 

It is not that the leaders were unconcerned about the 
depth of the problems. Though their countries—the U.S., 
Britain, France, Germany, Japan and Italy—account 
for more than 80 percent of Western industrial produc
tion, "official" figures reveal a joint'total of no less 
than 15 million unemployed. It is this grim fact which 
German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt delicately termed 
"a serious social problem," as he sought to persuade 
Ford to step up the U.S. economic growth rate. 
UNEMPLOYMENT GIVES LIE TO PROMISES 

Less than one week before the meeting opened, the 
U.S. Labor Department's October unemployment and 
inflation statistics had already given the lie to assur
ances of prosperity ahead. The figures showed that the 
unemployment rate had jumped back up to 8.6 percent, 
with fully eight million American workers out of jobs. 
Even these fantastic figures have lost all meaning, as 
it is readily admitted that the real total—including "dis
couraged workers"—is more like 11 million. 

Even more revealing are the figures for Black un
employment—15 percent; Vietnam vets—20 percent; and 
teenagers—20 percent. And nearly two million workers 
have now been on the streets so long they have used 
up their unemployment insurance checks. 

Nor were statistics on inflation any better. Whole
sale prices rose in October at an annual rate of 21.6 
percent. The graphic truth about the skyrocketting prices 
in this "affluent America" is that the average production 
worker is today earning $91 for every $100 in real wages 
he or she made in 1967, while in the retail and service 
sectors, the average worker—usually a "she"—has had 
that $100 reduced to the nightmare figure of $66.65 
today! 

It is no wonder that last month's Gallup Poll found 

Ford's empty words can't solve permanent unemployment 
over the Chateau that the majority of American workers believe that the 15 years seniority, they know they will never get back < 
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that the majority of American workers believe that the 
economy is going to get worse, not better; and that one 
out of five workers feels that they are likely facing 
unemployment themselves. 

This crushing unemployment presses most destruc
tively on poor whites and minority groups, with the re
sult that in America today there is the incredible 
phenomenon of a third successive generation of families 
forced to live on welfare. 

Far from any foreseeable improvement, the level of 
unemployment will continue to rise just as it has since 
the end of World War II. At that time, a two percent 
unemployment rate was considered "normal," and a 
law—the Full Employment Act of 1946—was passed com
mitting the full resources of the nation to combat unem
ployment if it reached the crisis level of four percent. 
PERMANENT UNEMPLOYMENT 

Today the administration talks of seven percent un
employed as a "more realistic" level of "full" employ
ment. That this figure consigns at least seven million 
workers to permanent unemployment, with no hope 
of ever finding jobs, shows how meaningless words have 
become in the hands of those economic prize fighters 
whose job it is to misrepresent the truth to the masses 
of people in America — that a permanent army of the 
unemployed cannot be avoided under capitalism. 

Such a sick joke is Ford's re-shufflihg of his cabinet 
that in putting in "his guys" he did not even bother to 
remove a single one of those lying economic prize fight-, 
ers left over from the regime of Richard Nixon—Simon, 
Greenspan, Butz and Burns. 

It is, however, not Ford's cabinet, but Ford himself 
whose attitude on the New York financial crisis has won 
him the title of the most provincial president America 
has ever had, and whose hands-off pronouncements on 
the subject are viewed with total disbelief in Europe. 
Whether New York is actually forced into default, or 
whether that status is "averted"—and called by another 
name— what has already been determined is that it is 
the workers and the poor of New York who will pay. 

Already more than 25,000 city workers have been 
laid-off, with at least 10,000 more jobs slated to get cut 
this year. Although some of the workers have as much as 

15 years seniority, they know they will never get back on. 
Piece by piece, the bankers and the politicians (Demo
crats as well as Republicans) are destroying every city 
service—day care and senior citizens centers, city hospi
tals and the City University. 

It is no exaggeration to sav that the "bombed-out" 
look of many New York neighborhoods today resembles 
not merely the "Shame of the Cities" of 75 years ago, 
but the housing conditions so terrifyingly described by 
Engels in 1844! 

Less than ten years ago Black America rose up in 
ghetto rebellions from one end of this country to the 
other, demanding the abolition of the slums and a full 
employment that truly meant everyone. Yet, today the 
conditions in the cities of America are far worse than 
they were then. Whether the mass demonstrations by 
everyone -?- from students through senior citizens to city 
workers — will become a new beginning for the move
ment, only the months ahead will tell. But never have 
the contradictions of this society been so total and so 
terrible, and never has the need for its complete trans
formation been so urgent. 
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THE WEALTH OF N.Y. 
One of the saddest consequences of the 

economic crisis is the so-called "shopping 
bag ladies." These are mostly older 
women, who have no place to live and 
have all their belongings in five or six 
shopping bags. Many of them appear to 
be mentally ill and talk to themselves. 
As I drive through the Wall St. area, I 
always see several of these women in 
a little Park at the beginning of Trinity 
Place, right in the midst of the proud 
wealth of New York. What better proof 
is there of the barbarism of American 
civilization on the eve of our Bicentennial 
than the way this society treats older 
women who happen to be poor? 

Taxi Driver 
New York 

Every morning we hear that default 
and catastrophe are imminent, and every 
afternoon we hear some different plan 
to save the City. It is hard to believe 
any of the reports after a while. The 
latest state plan is to save money by 
reducing Medicaid elegibility and cut
ting welfare benefits by ten percent. I 
don't know how the poor could survive. 
S'enior citizens centers and child care 
centers have already been closed; every
one without political clout is being cut. 
Last month there was a demonstration 
at City Hall by tens of thousands of sen
ior citizens. 

The colleges have had continuous dem
onstrations against cuts, but are likely 
to have a lot more. On Nov. 18, hundreds 
of anti-poverty workers who will be laid 
off tied up traffic with demonstrations 
in different parts of the City. Libraries 
and museums have cut their hours—just 
the things that made New York great. 

The questions about the future are not 
so simple as whether we get federal aid. 
Last I heard, the bill in Congress con
tains a clause permitting the City to 
abrogate its labor contracts, which means 
they will succeed in breaking the unions 
and lowering wages even if there is no 
default. Actually, our wages have al
ready been lowered by a three-year wage 
freeze at a time of 12 percent annual in
flation. Many city employees have also 
had raises "postponed," and future pen
sions have been cut. 

The real estate industry is lobbying in 
Washington for the federal legislation to 
require the City to end all rent controls. 
That would surely mean only the rich, 
not even the middle class, could afford 
to live here. No one knows how the 
crisis will be resolved, but unless it's 
by the Second American Revolution, the 
"cure" for being broke may be worse 
than the disease. 

City Employee 
New York City 

ZIONISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM 
I don't understand what is going on 

with all the talk about Zionism being 
racism, but it seems to me it is one 
more way to mix people up about what 
racism really is. How can we fight it 
that way? 

Black Worker 
Detroit 

The first article I read in the last is
sue was the one on Zionism and anti-
Semitism, because I had seen a three 
minute debate on TV news between an 
Arab UN delegate and a Rabbi. The 
Arab "won" in the sense that he had dug 
up some horrible quotes from Israeli 
leaders that really were racist-tpye re
marks, and the Rabbi didn't know how 
to answer him. But the Arab made it 
very clear that in his eyes Israel had 
no right to exist, and in those few min
utes his anti-Semitism came out so sharp
ly that all I could remember was the gas 
chambers of WWII. It was very fright
ening. 

• Non-Jew 
New York 

* « • 

I was disturbed by your article on anti-
Semitism in the last issue. I agree that 
a great deal of the so-called anti-Zionist 
movement in the UN and elsewhere is 
nothing more than a cover for anti-Semit
ism and various forms of imperialism. 
But it seemed to me you were putting 
forward an essentially pro-Zionist posi
tion . . . I feel that while we should fully 
expose the so-called "anti-Zionist" move
ment in the UN, we must be careful not 
to align with the supporters of an Israeli 
state that has driven the Palestinians 

Headei 
from their homeland and exploits both 
the domestic Jewish population and espe
cially the Arab minority living in Israel. 

Student 
Bloomington 

* * * 
You see all those countries passing 

resolutions equating Zionism and racism 
in the name of the Palestinian refugees 
and you know that none of them has 
helped those refugees for over 25 years. 
You see them calling for an end to Is
rael as a nation, and you know that 
every other nation was also set up by 
murder, stealing, pushing others off the 
land. How right you are that the UN, 
like the League of Nations, is nothing 
but a "thieves' kitchen," and certainly 
not a place where revolutions are creat
ed. 

Working Woman 
New York 

* * * 

I could hardly believe my eyes when 
I saw your headline about anti-Semitism 
being the new focus for the Communist, 
Fascist and Arab amalgam at the UN. 
Thank you! It is the first sane article 
on that subject I have seen in any of the 
so-called radical press. 

New Reader 
Ann Arbor 

WORKERS AND UNIONS 
"On the Line" in the last issue created 

quite a stir and discussion among the 
workers at our plant. S'ome were saying 
that the workers should march on 
Solidarity house in Detroit and hang the 
International Union. When a local union 
finds someone to represent them, the 
international steps in and takes over the 

'iiltfufi^jfeceivership. We all agreed that 
the International, government, and big 
business are all the same. Before workers 
can get any help in solving their prob
lems the whole system will have to be 
abolished. 

Felix Martin 
Los Angeles 

The union organizing campaigns in the 
book publishing industry got a recent 
boost from the National Labor Relations 
Board, which ruled that the firings at 
Putnam's last fall were unfair labor 
practices, and that the company has to 
bargain with the union now, because its 
illegal practices prevented a fair elec
tion from being held. Putnam's has of
fered their jobs and back pay to some 
of the fired workers, but is appealing 
the bargaining order. 

The Board, however, has still not ruled 
in the Macmillan case, where the ques
tion is whether the employees should be 
in one bargaining unit or two. Macmillan 
workers have been waiting almost a year 
for a decision, so they can have an 
election. If the company succeeds in 
getting two separate units, it will be a 
set-back for all the organizing drives, 
and grounds to reverse the Putnam's 
bargaining order. 

Meanwhile, the election at Simon and 
Schuster was lost badly. One of the prob
lems in this industry is that there is 
so much turnover. Because they haven't 
been unionized before, the companies 
can engage in a lot of legal maneuvers 
to delay, and between the many firings 
for union activity and the high rate of 
turnover, a lot of the present employees 
don't even know about the organizing 
campaigns. 

Ex publishing Employee 
New York 

• 
WALLACE AT THE WALL 

I couldn't believe the news film I saw 
of George Wallace at the Berlin Wall. 
He was saying that he just "couldn't 
comprehend" a city divided by a wall, 
being from the U.S. where we have "free 
egress and ingress." What about the 
"ingress" of the Black students he kept 
out of schoolhouses by making a wall 
out of his own body in 1963? He must 
think people will forget his past but I 
don't think anyone will swallow his "new 
image." 

Disgusted 
Detroit 
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TWO WORLDS 
by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Author of PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION 
and Marxism and Freedom 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: A student who has been searching 
for a document noted as "missing" in the Raya Dun
ayevskaya Collection at the Wayne State University 
Archives*, located the article, written in 1944 on "Marx
ism and the Negro," and wrote: "In light of both the 
Black Scholar debate between Marxists and Nationalists, 
and the new depths of racism appearing in the ranks of 
white labor from Louisville to Boston, I was struck with 
how much this article written 30 years ago illuminates 
for us today. Could you reprint it in N&L?" While too 
long to reprint in full, brief excerpts appear below. The 
complete article is being added to the collection on 
deposit at WSU.) 

* - ? i $ 

MARX, LENIN, ON NATIONAL QUESTION 
Lenin's Theses on the National and Colonial Ques

tion, which was adopted by the Second Congress of the 
Communist International was essentially a statement of 
principles. It singles out two nations as illustrative of 
the type of national oppression that evokes mass move
ments of resistance. These nations are Ireland and the 
Negroes in America . . . 

In his very numerous polemics Lenin emphasized 
that concrete historic situations, not abstract considera
tions, formed the focal point of theory and action on 
the National Question. The decisive thing was that 
"All national oppression /calls forth resistance of the 
broad masses of people." It is insufficient to state that 
revolutionists would support those movements. It is 
a question of the development of the national struggles 

MARXISM AND THE BLACK DIMENSION 

* The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection consists of 12 vol
umes dealing with the origin and development of Marxist-
Humanism in America from 1941 to 1975 and is avail
able on microfilm for $30 from the Walter Reuther 
Library of Labor History Archives of Wayne State Uni
versity, Detroit, Mich. 48202. 

along lines of independent mass activity. As Marxists, 
we would, naturally, prefer—if we could indulge in 
such abstractions—that these movements would take a 
turn towards a shedding of what Trotsky calls the 
national shell and reveal clearly to the participants the 
social and class content therein contained. But history, 
as well as the analysis of the economic basis of what 
Marxists call the national question, has shown that these 
questions can be resolved and clarified only in the 
course of the struggle itself . . . 

Marx said that as long as the bourgeoisie of one 
country holds domination over the other, the emanci
pation of the proletariat in the oppressing country is 
impossible. In his letter to Siegfried Meyer and Karl 
Vogt, Marx amplified on this idea thus: 

"The ordinary English worker hates the 
Irish worker as a competitor who lowers his 
standard of life. In relation to the Irish work
er he feels himself a member of the ruling 
nation and so turns himself into a tool of the 
aristocrats and capitalists against Ireland, 
thus strengthening their domination over him
self. He cherishes religious, social and na
tional prejudices against the Irish worker. ~ 
His attitude is much the some as that of the 
'poor whites' to the 'niggers' in the former 
slave states of the Ul§A . . . It (the antago
nism) is the secret of the impotence of the 
English working class despite their organiza
tion." . . . 

NATIONAL EGOISM AND NEGRO CULTURE 
Some of the American Marxists are obsessed with 

the idea that, if the Negro be classed as part of the Na
tional Question, we will lose sight of the class struggle . . . 

To say that labor is to fix it all is to say nothing. 
Labor has to "fix" all problems. The proletariat is the 
only cohesive revolutionary class in present-day society 
and no fundamental transformation of the social order 
can occur except under its leadership. But meanwhile, 

the Negroes are in constant activity and organization 
(NAACP, Urban League, the Garvey movement) on 
the basis of the fact that they are a nationally op
pressed minority. They work with labor sometimes, and 
against labor at other times. They cannot be told to 
wait for the day of the revolution. 

The fact that the Negro masses could embrace so 
Utopian a scheme as "Back to Africa"—a utopianism 
all the more suicidal since their customs, language, and 

(Continued on page 7) 

WHO WE ARE 
News & Letters was founded in 1955, the year 

of the Detroit wildcats against Automation and the 
Montgomery, Ala. Bus Boycott against segregation 
— activities which signalled new movements from 
practice, which were themselves forms of theory. 
News & Letters was created so that the voices 
from below could be heard, and the unity of work
er and intellectual, philosophy and revolution, 
could be worked out for our age. A Black produc
tion worker, Charles Denby, is the editor. 

The paper is the monthly publication of News 
and Letters Committees, an organization of Marxist-
Humanists that stands for the abolition of capital
ism, whether in its private form as in the U.S., or 
in its state form calling itself Communist, as in 
Russia and China. The National Chairwoman, 
Raya Dunayevskaya, is the author of Philosophy 
and Revolution and Marxism and Freedom which 
spell out the philosophic ground of Marx's Human
ism for our age internationally, as American Civil
ization on Trial concretizes it on the American 
scene. In opposing this capitalistic, exploitative, 
racist, sexist society, we participate in all freedom 
struggles and do not separate the mass activities of 
workers, Blacks, women and youth from the ac
tivity of thinking. We invite you to join with us both 
in the freedom struggles and in working out a 
theory of liberation for our age. 

r Views 
WOMEN'S LIBERATION 

I .was struck at the NOW convention 
at the small number of Black women 
present. I attended one workshop on 
"Racism, Poverty and Classism" but I'm 
afraid I was naive to think that by class
ism they meant what I mean by it. They 
seem to think that all white women are 
middle class. I believe that the link be
tween the Black and other minority wom
en who have labored all their lives is 
with white working class women. I spoke 
on that, but I just don't think they are 
going to accept that link to labor (by 
which, of course, I do not mean labor 
movement or unions). 

There were a couple of poor women 
from small rural communities, and I 
saw one Native American woman. NOW 
had three "resources people" (boy, do 
I hate that phrase!) speak first at the 
workshop, and one of them had said that 
Native American women through their 
culture traditionally do not take an ag
gressive role. I kept remembering all 
that N&L has had on the role of women 
at Wounded Knee, and I made sure to 
show the Native American woman who 
was there some copies of the paper with 
Shainape Schapwe's column. Her face 
lit up and I know she was bursting to 
talk. 

Working Woman 
New York 

* * * 
There's no doubt in my mind that it 

was mass support by Black and white 
women that freed Joan Little from being 
convicted of murder in defending herself 
against her white rapist jailer. But when 
she lost her appeal on the original burg
lary conviction so soon after that tre
mendous victory, it started me to think 
that many white women only supported 
her in the first place because of the 
"issue" of rape, and that once that was 
won, they deserted her. Joan Little is 
a very brave woman, but what I fear the 
most is what will happen if she has to 
go back to jail again in North Carolina? 

Women's Liberationist 
Detroit 

I found the recent article on Portugal 
in "Our Life and Times" more than in
formative. Showing the direction that the 
Three Marias gave to world-wide femin
ist action is a lesson for all those femin
ists who are so anxious to forget history 
and be only for "women," no matter 
what they stand for as long as it is 
anti-Marxist. Marxism has historically 
held tight to the link between all forces 
that arise to overthrow this decrepit 
society. So when I see so-called feminists 
supporting Jane Alpert and basing an or
ganization on her stand against Marx
ism, I see them as victims of their 
unphilosophic, unhistoric method. That 
is what allows them to spin theories 
from the tops of their heads, since they 
answer to no one, and rewrite history to 
suit themselves. Indira Ghandi is doing 
that today, and Hitler did it yesterday. 
How frightening that this kind of think
ing can raise its ugly head in the women's 
movement. 

Women's Liberationist 
New York 

• 
NEW STUDENT REVOLT 

The whole question about the fight 
against the ID cards in the highschools 
which the students see as one more in
stance of Big Brother is very important. 
The students of the 1960s stressed they 
were against the anonymity of the mul
tiversity — but I remember in the early 
'50s, before the open revolts erupted in 
East Europe, we took notice of a lonely 
voice of revolt at a Communist Youth 
meeting somewhere in East Europe. A 
young woman was complaining about the 
"lack of privacy." The last issue sud
denly made me remember that again, in 
a new context. 

Marxist-Humanist 
JfewTork 

* * * * • » * * 

I found the November issue of News & 
Letters great because of the link you 
made between the new student upsurge 
with the Black dimension — whether in 
Latin America, Africa, U.S. High Schools 
or at New York's City University. The 

vitality of that link was made clear just 
two weeks ago at CUNY. With the Uni
versity entering a major budget crisis, 
200 Black and Spanish SEEK students 
at Queens occupied the college presi
dent's office to protest the firing of 9 
SEEK professors. Within a week, a teach-
in was held on campus, drawing about 
300 people.-Before that SEEK protest, 
the teach-in had a hard time getting or
ganized. That 300 people did eventually 
show up at it just a week after the SEEK 
protest highlights that link between the 
actions of Blacks and the movement of 
students. 

CUNY Student 
New York 

• 
FOUR APPEALS 

Every day we learn our fight for dig
nity and justice isn't less difficult be
cause a law is passed or an election won. 
The right to vote is a breakthrough, but 
the boycott is as important to our strug
gle as ever . . . During the short time 
we had our contracts we established five 
medical clinics, a credit union, a death 
benefit plan, social service centers, legal 
offices, leadership training programs, 
and a Farm Worker's Retirement Vil
lage — the only one of its kind in the 
country. To help them survive and to 
help fight the unfair labor practices be
ing committed by the growers and the 
Teamsters, we desperately need help. 
Please ask your readers to give what
ever they can, and to continue the boy
cott of grapes, head lettuce and Gallo 
wines, until a free and democratic union 
is won for the farm workers. 

Cesar Chavez 
La Paz, Keene, Calif. 

* _ * * 
Angie and I vis Long Visitor, both 

Oglala Sioux Indians from Pine Ridge 
Reservation, and Joanna LeDeaux, a 
Native American from South Dakota, 
have been in jail since Sept. 16 because 
they stood on their Treaty rights and 
refused to recognize the "right" of the 
U.S. government to compel them to 
testify to a Federal Grand Jury about 
their friends and neighbors. Hundreds of 
people refuse to testify every year, and 
only those selected by the Attorney Gen
eral of the U.S. are put in jail. Clearly 
this is a "test case" and part of the 
continued harassment of Indian people. 

Public pressure on the Attorney General 
can help free them. Please ask your 
readers to get more information from: 

Native American Solidarity Committee. 
Box 3426, St. Paul, MN 55165 

* * * 
Every year there is famine in Haiti. 

This year the Duvalier dictatorship has 
admitted it. The question is why? Inter
national relief agencies are sending aid, 
but it doesn't reach the people. Corrupt 
government officials divert it through 
everything from taxation to outright 
theft. Five million peasants live with no 
roads, no water system, no electricity, 
no health care, in order to provide raw 
materials and markets for U.S.-based 
multinational corporations. In return for 
their "international aid" the U.S. gets 
a political puppet, a source of bauxite 
and copper, and a potential source of 
oil. Americans who don't want to be 
part of this exploitation of a whole peo
ple can write to: 

Friends of Haiti 
P.O. Box 308, N.Y.C. 10956 

* * * 
Consider that since WWII supposedly 

ended in 1945, the nations of the world 
have spent four and a half trillion dol
lars for "military security." The nuclear 
arsenal of the U.S. now has enough to 
annihilate every major Russian city 36 
times. Russia can level every American 
city 11 times. There are already over 500 
nuclear reactors operating in 45 coun
tries. In addition to the nuclear "club" 
— U.S., Russia, China, France, Brit
ain, and India — there are at least 22 
other nations that have the technological 
means to produce nuclear weapons. 

Then consider that the U.S. Defense 
Department spends more every 14 hours 
than the UN World Food Program spends 
in a year. In 1972 worldwide military re
search consumed $25 billion while med
ical research received only $4 billion. 

Then please ask your readers to con
sider that our 1976 War Resisters League 
calendar is only $3, which will be used 
to help fight such insanity. Order from: 

War Resisters League 
39 Lafayette St. 

NYC, N.Y. 10612 

| DID YOU PUT N&L 
| ON YOUR GIFT LIST? a 
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UFW wins farm vote, Florida strike; boycott still on 
Oakland, Cal.—After two months of voting 

under the new Agricultural Labor Relations 
Act, the farm workers of California have de
cisively stated that the United Fa rm Workers 
is their union, despite all the grower-Teamster 
pressure to the contrary. As of Nov. 7, there were 
307 elections held involving 48,850 workers. Of that 
total, the UFW has won 163 elections with 23,854 
workers, 48.8 percent. The Teamsters have won 23.8 
percent, no union scored 4.2 percent, and 23.2 percent 
have been challenged. 

One good example of the workers' choice is that 
everywhere the UFW had a contract before the vote, 
the workers voted for their union by 80, 90, and 100 
percent. On 54 ranches that were under Teamster con
tract, the workers voted for the UFW, and,on a dozen 
ranches that had Teamster contracts the Teamsters 
didn't even get on the ballot. The UFW is negotiating 
for new contracts at over 30 ranches now. 

More victory news comes from Florida, where the 
UFW has signed a new three-year contract with Coca-
Cola. About 1,200 workers, most of whom are Black, will 
get substantial wage increases, making them the highest 
paid farm workers in the South, plus other benefits. 

The union had struggled almost a year, including a 
hunger strike by Mack Lyons, the Florida director, and 
the threat of a nationwide boycott of Coke and Minute 
Maid, the subsidiary under contract, before Coke real
ized it was in their best interests to sign a contract. 

Debs, Pullman strike examined 
The past that still lives in the present, like books, 

buildings and old movies, undergoes changes as even 
this moment does. Books, for example, perish and are 
not always republished. Without them, the present itself 
becomes barren. The need to preserve or reissue such 
evidences of the past is especially true of the labor 
movement. It is for this reason that the Charles H. Kerr 
Publishing Company's reissue of two "oldies" deserve 
applause. 

CARWARDINE'S The Pullman Strike (1894) deals 
with the famous railroad workers attempt to introduce 
industrial unionism into the craft-fragmented railroad 
industry. Useful as a primary source, despite its lack of 
depth, it serves to illuminate certain social features 
which we, some 80 years later, can see more clearly. 

Pullman, the railroad magnate, had set up a 
"model" town for his railroad workers which provided 
them with the necessities and amenities of life. Here, in 
primitive form, is the "womb-to-tomb" welfare/totali
tarian state. While Carwardine believed it was inspired 
by the noblest intentions, it became its opposite, a totali
tarian tyranny replete with spies. Outsiders were en
tranced by the model; the railroad workers exposed the 
reality. 

Who, reading this today, can fail to see the parallel 
between this and the proliferating "socialist societies" 
with their variety of models, giving the workers every
thing except their own power over their own work? 
Failing this, like Pullman, capitalist laws of economics, 
the world market, will have sway inevitably and trans
form noble intentions to totalitarian tyranny. 

THE SECOND reissue, Debs' Walls and Bars, retains 
its currency though it deals with prison conditions based 
on his own experiences during the Pullman strike and 
during World War I. It reads as though he might have 
just walked out of, say, Attica. The barbarity of the 
prison system seems not to have changed at all since 
he wrote of the brutality of the guards, the circulation 
of drugs, the antiquated regulations, the deliberate de
basement of prisoners, and other barbarities. 

Debs, already a socialist when he wrote this in the 
'20s, saw that, "Capitalism needs and must have the 
prison to protect itself from the criminals it has created." 
But his "socialism" as well as his treatment of the 
prison system is marred by the same kind of religious 
tone that marred Carwardine's work. One whole chapter, 
for example, titled, "How I Would Manage the Prison," 
assumes it can be managed rather than destroyed root-
and-branch. 

TO BE SURE, they wrote at a stage of the labor 
movement when it was not yet fully defined, still tainted 
by the enormous wealth of the nation with an immense 
immigrant proletariat, a frontier only recently closed 
{1892). The "shark's teeth" (Melville) of depression, 
sit-downs, atomic war, Vietnam, Watergate had not yet 
ground down the soft reality to a hard core. 

Then, only then, would Hegel, Marx, and Lenin be
come the indispensable guides of the working class and 
world civilization. Armed with their insights, the minis
terial tone of Carwardine and Debs may be easily 
waived and their experiences with workers welcomed 
as illuminations of both pur past and present. 

—M. Pranki 

News & tetters Photo 

UFW supporters in Detroit picket Farmer Jack 
Supermarket. 

Detroit, Mich. — While reports of UFW election 
victories in the California fields have cheered us on, 
Detroit boycott supporters have intensified efforts over 
the past several weeks. We have stepped up our picket-
ting of Farmer Jack's supermarkets—Detroit's biggest 
chain—in order to reach out to the public to let them 
know that the boycott of grapes, lettuce and Gallo wines 
is being continued by the UFW "until the ink is dry" on 
contracts with the California growers. 

Several weeks ago, a large group of us picketed at 
the Joy and Greenfield Farmer Jack's store where the 
manager has constantly harassed UFW supporters who 
were legally Ieafletting. 

We struck back by having relay arrests—four pickets 
at a time—and it took the arrest of 20 people to "break" 
Farmer Jack's phony injunction. In fact, these arrests 
took the police all afternoon and thoroughly disrupted 
the store's functioning. 

Two days later, when those arrested were ar
raigned, we found out—much to our surprise—that since 
the arrests had been for "creating a disturbance" and 
not for breaking the injunction, the judge threw all 
charges out of court as groundless harassment of our 
rights of free speech. 

We had a later mass picket at another Farmer Jack's 
to test their reaction to the arrests. Almost 100 sup
porters showed up and picketed right on Farmer Jack's 
doorstep for over three hours. The police came, but 
there were no arrests. 

BOYCOTT 'TIL THE INK IS DRY 

New Expanded Edition 

BLACK, BROWN AND RED 
• New and expanded Indian Section. 
• Revised and expanded Chicano/Latino Section. 
• Spanish translation of "The Chicano/Latino 

Struggle" and "Excerpts from Philosophy and 
Revolution.'' 

Price: 75<, plus 250 postage 
Order from: News & Letters, 1900 E. Jefferson, 

Detroit, MI 48207 
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Regina Brave links reservation 
oppression, Black urban racism 

by Shainape Schapwe 
I first heard about Regina Brave when I read her 

account of the Wounded Knee occupation in 1973. It 
was in the pamphlet, "Black, Brown and Red." I was 
excited about her description of the way people of all 
races worked and lived together. She wrote that both 
men and women shared in the decision-making as well 
as the work. 

I lookeid forward to meeting her for almost two 
years. She is a spokeswoman for the Wounded Knee 
Legal Defense/Offense Committee. Their headquarters 
are in Rapid City, S.D., a town near the Pine Ridge 
Reservation. 

She was invited to speak at a big teach-in (Nov. 
2-4) at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. During 
that same week she made several speeches in Detroit, 
reporting on important Indian developments. 

On June 25, at about the same time as the shooting 
of the two FB.I. agents on the Pine Ridge Reserva
tion, Dick Wilson, head of the Tribal Council, sold about 
one-fifth of the reservation, to the federal government. 
This was done without the approval of the Tribe. 

Regina feels that this was the reason the federal 
government wanted Wilson as head of the Tribal Coun
cil. Now that he has outlived his usefulness, the federal 
government won't insure his re-election with the same 
devious tactics they used before. Elections on Pine Ridge 
will be taking place soon, and Regina hopes that this 
time one of the traditional chiefs will be able to win 
that election. 

Regina said, "I had to leave the reservation to learn 
about racism. I moved to a suburb of Boston and lived 
with Black people. I faced the racism that they had to 
face with them. It was then that I really knew what 
racism was." My experiences were the same as Regina's. 

Near my reservation, Fort Totten, N.D., there was 
a town of about 1,200 people. Those of us that could did 
most of our shopping there. We tried always to give 
the clerks the exact amount of the purchase. We knew 
that we would never get our change back if we didn't. 

What Ifm trying to point out is how the isolated 
life on the reservation can dull some of the realities of 
the everyday injustices shown to the people. Regina said 
that it was the urban Indian that organized the Amer
ican Indian Movement. When Indians were relocated to 
the cities, they saw other minorities fighting for their 
rights. They' came back to the reservations and showed 
the people there that they didn't have to accept racism 
and injustice as a way of life. Both reservation and 
urban Indians fought together at Wounded Knee, and at 
Shiprock, N^M. 

Regina feels as I do that it will take the drive 
and enthusiasm of the urban Indian and the direction 
that has to come from the reservation Indian to keep 
this movement going. 

One of the most exciting things she said was that 
she felt that the minorities had to become involved in 
each others' movements. In this way, we can learn to 
accept and appreciate the differences in each other as 
well as the ways that we're alike. It is the only way 
that we cani help ourselves and each other in the strug
gle for the freedom that we all want. 

PUBLICATIONS OF NEWS 
1—American Civilization on Trial, Black Masses 

as Vanguard 
Includes "Black Caucuses in the Unions/' by 
Charles Denby 75c per copy 

2—Notes on Women's Liberation— 
We speak in many voices $1 per copy 

3—China: Voices of Revolt 
Excerpts from Sheng-wu-lien 35c per copy 

4—Russia As State-Capitalist Society 
By Raya Dunayevskaya : $1 per copy 

5—Czechoslovakia: Revolution and 
Counter-Revolution 

Report direct from Prague 50c per copy 
6—U.S. and Russia Enter Middle East Cockpit 

By Raya Dunayevskaya 50c per copy 
7—Dialectics of Liberation 

By Raya Dunayevskaya $1 per «opy 

8—Rosa Luxemburg: Revolutionary Theoretician 
By Lee Tracey _: '. 35c per copy 

9—France Spring 1968 
Eyewitness Report by Eugene Walker 10c per copy 

10—Mao's China and the 'Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution'— 

By Raya Dunayevskaya 25c per copy 
11—Workers Battle Automation 

By Charles Denby 50c per copy 

& LETTERS COMMITTEES 
12—Black, Brown and Red 

The movement for freedom among Black, Chicano, 
Latino, and Indian : 75e per copy 

13—News & Letters-
Unique combination of worker and intellectual, 
published 10 times a year $1 per sub. 

Also available from News & Letters, by Raya 
Dunayevskaya: 

14—Marxism and Freedom 
Includes preface by Herbert Marcuse - $5 per copy 

15—Philosophy and Revolution: From Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao $2.95 per copy 
(Also available in hardcover $8.95) 

MAIL ORDERS TO: 
News & Letters, 1900 E. Jefferson, 
Det., Mich. 48207 

Enclosed please find $ for the following: 
Please add lSe to each order for postage and handling. 
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(Please circle number corresponding to literature 
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High school youth oppose administration neglect 
Highland Park, Mich. — Two months after 

the walk-out to upgrade education at Highland 
Park High School, we have gotten only a couple 
of teachers and a couple of classes back. Nobody 
knows what has been going on since students 
returned to classes on Sept. 29. 

The students' committee which presented the de
mands to the school board after the walk-out has not 
met with the school board lately. 

Meanwhile, starting this card period, we are going to 
pick up our blank report cards ourselves. We're supposed 
to take them around to teachers, and they are supposed 
to put your grade down and sign the card. Some students 
are going to pick up their cards and get friends to put an 
"A" on the cards and sign them. 

Report cards used to be mailed out, but the school 
board wants to save on postage to help make up a $1.6 
million deficit. The board says they are trying to get 
things straight. The excuse they give is that the new 
high school which is under construction is going to make 
everything the way it used to be. 

Students are asking when are we going to walk out 
again, thinking there might be another one planned. 

—Highland Park High student 
• 

Detroit, Mich. — At Cass Tech High School a new 
technique has been used for grading our report cards. 
Everything is now done by computer. This is supposed 
to make everything so much better and more efficient. 
It makes things worse as far as I'm concerned. 

When teachers graded cards the old way, we took 
our cards to classes one by one and the teacher graded 
and signed them. We had a chance to argue grades 
we thought unfair. Now everything is already done for 
you, and you don't find out from the teachers themselves 
what you got on a slip of paper. It is all done and over. 

Teachers have ten times more work to do because 
everything is done outside class. The students and 
teachers used to get a break because first period would 
be devoted to grading; so no lesson plan was needed. 

"New rule' cuts youth wages 
Los Angeles, Cal. — Since I've been out of high school 

I've had one job, a construction job building concrete 
forms and stuff like that. It was hard labor, ten hours a 
day, for $2.50 per hour. 

One day, after working for half the day, I got tired 
and quit. When I came to get my pay, they said that 
they made up a new rule, that if you only work half a 
day, you don't get paid for it. They owed me $15. My 
cousin, who was in management, gave me a hard time 
for quitting, saying that if it was up to him, he wouldn't 
pay me anything. 

They work young people ten hours a day for $2.50 an 
hour doing construction work that should be paying $5-$6 
an hour. How can they get away with that? 

— Young construction worker 

Cuts hit education for blind 
Detroit, Mich. — I am a blind student in a special 

education class for blind students. At my school they 
decided to start switching us around only a week after 
school started. 

Even though the law allows 30 to 35 students per 
class, there are now 45 students in the regular education 
classes which the blind students also go to. To relieve 
the overcrowding, they moved the regular students to 
another classroom to use our room for a homeroom, and 
then moved us, in the blind class, to another school. If 
you're blind, they'll strike at you first. 

Fortunately one student who left the small blind 
class was replaced. Otherwise, they would have sent us 
all away from a young, understanding teacher to other 
schools. — Blind youth 

We either had a test or a reading assignment, but now 
everything goes straight through. 

If you get slotted in the wrong place with someone 
else's grades—TOO BAD. But the icing on the cake is 
that on the day we were supposed to get our grades 
the computer broke down. What was supposed to be 
so much better and easier really wasn't easier at all. 

—Cass Tech student 
• 

Detroit, Mich. — At Chadsey High School we had 
a bomb drill after someone made a bomb threat on the 
school; The superintendent came around to each class 
with a white piece of paper and asked students to 
open their lockers so they could search for the bomb. 

They didn't even evacuate the school in case there 
was a bomb. 

I came in during the search, and my instructor 
refused to tell me what was going on. 

This happened while we were in a three-hour-long 
class; we were nervous the whole time. The possible 
danger was unnecessary, especially since there is a 
bomb squad right across the street from the school. 

—Chadsey High Student 

W O R K E R ' S J O U R N A L 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Among the most significant, five years before the actual 
revolution, was the barehanded attack by Boston citizens 
led by Crispus Attucks which resulted in the infamous 
Boston Massacre of March, 1770, in which he and four 
other unarmed civilians were killed by British troops: 

"Attucks was not only Black, but also Indian. His 
mother's name means 'little deer'. It is always mentioned 
that he was the first to die for the cause of the American 
Revolution, but it is almost never revealed that he was 
also the leader of that Boston crowd, a leader of run
away slaves, and a seaman of 20 years experience. 

"The depth of the Black slaves' passion for liberty 
stamped them as the first fighters for total freedom. Pre
cisely because they were the most oppressed, their pas
sion for freedom was the deepest." 

Lerone Bennett, Jr., senior editor of Ebony, is op
posed to Black participation in the Bicentennial. He gives 
two basic reasons. The first is that 200 years have passed 
and we're not free, and that calls for mourning and 
struggle, not celebration. The second reason is that we 
are never going to have any freedom to celebrate if we 
don't seize every opportunity to remind white Americans 
that we are not free. 

As Frederick Douglass said: "What, to the American 
slave, is your Fourth of July? I answer, a day that re
veals to him, more than all other days in the year, the 
gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant 
victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted 
liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swel
ling vanity. 

"Your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; 
your shouts of liberty and equality, a hollow mockery. 
Your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanks
givings with all your religious parade and solemnity are 
to him mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety and 
hypocrisy — a" thin veil to cover up crimes which would 
disgrace a nation of savages." 

We get a new look at the petitions and revolts of 
Blacks, the land we took from the only native Ameri
cans, and also how new foundations were laid for the 
next period of revolt — abolitionism. Understanding the 
lessons of that history to help us today is the best way 
to prepare for the revolution that first has to be made 
in our age. 

In the January-February issue of News & Letters, we 
will publish in full the Introduction that the National Edi
torial Board is preparing to introduce the pamphlet. 
It will be a most exciting issue and a most exciting 
pamphlet Watch for it. 

Black workers in South battling 10-year job discrimination case 
Birmingham, Ala. — A ten-year battle by Black 

workers against job discrimination at American Cast 
Iron Pipe Company (ACIPCO) is reaching a climax. 
ACIPCO workers have rejected a one million dollar set
tlement of their claims for back pay lost since 1965 
because of job discrimination. They are demanding that 
U.S". District Judge Seyborne H. Lynne, who ordered the 
original settlement, issue a new decree. The workers 
had sued for $11 million. 

The settlement would compensate more than 800 
Black workers for wages lost because of discrimination 
since July 2, 1965, the effective date of Title VII of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act. 

Divided! among over 800 workers, the one million 
dollar settlement would only pay from $300 to $1,100 to 
each person. The amount of pay actually lost over the 
ten-year period ranges from $20,000 to $30,000 per person. 

A caucus of Black ACIPCO workers, Committee 
for Equal Job Opportunity, stresses that money is only 
part of the case. Ending discriminatory practices in the 
plant is one of their main objectives. ACIPCO employs 
2,500 workers; about 1,100 are Black. Yet Blacks were 
kept in low-paying jobs by overt discrimination and a 
biased testing and promotion program. 

While the settlement is being contested, individual 
Black workers are refusing to cash their settlement 
checks and a picket-line has been set up outside the 
federal courthouse. 

Those who wish to support the ACIPCO workers can 
demand a fair settlement by writing to: Judge Seyborne 
H. Lynne, 3323 Briarcliff Road East, Birmingham, Ala. 
or to the Committee for Equal Job Opportunity, P.O. 
Box 2241, Birmingham, Ala. 35203. 

For New York and Bay Area readers 
Women as Thinkers and as 

Revolutionaries 
A series of 6 taped lectures by 

Raya Dunayevskaya, author of 
Philosophy & Revolution 

All lectures on Sunday, 7 p.m. as follows: 
New York—Advent Lutheran Church, 93rd St. 

between Broadway and Amsterdam, on Dec. 
7-21, Jan. 4-18-25, Feb. 8. 

Bay Area—Oakland Community Center, 5316 Tele
graph, Oakland, on Jan. 11-25, Feb. 8-22, Mar. 
8-22. 

TWO WORLDS 
(Continued from Page 5) 

cultures are American—reveals both how frustrated the 
Negro feels at ever achieving full democratic rights in 
America and how desperately repressed he feels as a 
national minority. And, what is more important, they 
mean to do something about this with or without the 
help of revolutionists . . . 

* * # 

PROLETARIANIZATION SOUTH AND NORTH 
The Negro has been an integral part of labor in 

heavy industry since the earliest days of Southern in
dustrialization. He was a militant member of whatever 
unions took root there. At the height of its power, the 
IWW claimed one million members, 100,000 of whom 
were Negroes. The most important of the IWW unions 
among Negroes were precisely in the prejudice-ridden 
South, in the lumber industries in Louisiana and Texas 
and among the longshoremen and dockworkers in Balti
more, Norfolk and Philadelphia. The Brotherhood of 
Timber Workers in the lumber camps of Louisiana, 
Texas and Arkansas had 35,000 members in 1910, 50 
percent of whom were Negroes . . . 

The proletarian Negro is not the cowed plantation 
hand. He is literate and has been disciplined by the 
factory. He knows the might of a cohesive group, or
ganized by the very process of production. He is and 
feels himself a potent factor. He is no small minority 
to his white brethren in industry . . . Nevertheless, 
the "boss and black" relationship—that is, the racial 
relation having its roots in the plantation economy— 
still pursues him in the city as well as in the field. 
Segregation, Jim Crowism, social discriminations per
sist. The contradiction between the potency in the process 
of production and his seeming impotence outside cannot 
but find a manner of expression. 

The explosive power in the struggle of the South
ern Negro proletarian in the Southern metropolis will 
have significance in repercussions for the contiguous 
rural Black Belt. It will strike directly at the heart 
of the Southern economy and Southern politics and 
upset as well Northern capitalist interests which have 
so readily accepted the South's segregation pattern in 
order to coin surplus value from it. But among the 
millions suffering on the plantations and among the 
hundreds of thousands who have won themselves a 
place in industry, the problem before them is and 
must continue for a long time to be the emancipation 
from the national oppression which they feel at every 
turn . . . 

URBANIZATION 
In the North, too, the proletarianization and trade 

unionization of the Negro did not raise him to the 
status of the white proletarian and did not dissolve 
his struggle for elementary democratic rights into 
the general class struggle. First, in the trade unions 
he must fight as a Negro for his place as a worker. 
Wage differentials, seniority, upgrading have by no 
means been abolished. Then, outside of the trade union, 
he is ghettoized. 

Both South and North, the Negro has become 
urbanized as well as proletarianized . . . It is the 
creation of a comparatively free proletariat and semi-
proletariat of these large urban centers in the North 
which created the possibility for the development of 
the powerful Negro press . . . 

It is precisely in the Northern urban center that 
the political results inherent in the situation in the South 
receive their sharpest political expression. Capitalism, 
in dragging the Negroes from the South, cannot 
prevent the explosion and revolt of the national op
pression which the semi-feudal economic relations in 
the South not only generate but are able to keep 
in subjugation. The ghetto-like existence, the social 
humiliation not only spring historically from the cot
ton plantation. The cotton plantation exports to the 
North its workers imbued with the ideology of the 
South along with the Klan, the Knights of the Camelia, 
etc. to stimulate, encourage and organize anti-Negro 
prejudices of the people of the North, fortified among 
the working class by competition in industry . . . 

* * * 

THAT THE PROLETARIAT will ultimately solve 
this problem, we have no doubt. The oppression which 
the bourgeoisie has so mercilessly placed upon the 
Negro has not only resulted in placing them in stra
tegic industries but will give their developing class 
consciousness a hostility to the existing society and 
a determination to destroy it which must be the counter
part to the history of the Negro people in the country. 

But for this very reason, declining capitalist so
ciety aided by the historic traditions of the country will 
see in the Negro Question the focal point of attack 
in order to disrupt the proletariat. Under these con
ditions, on the one hand you have the question of 
seniority, closed shop, etc., and on the other hand 
you will again see the Negro as a nationally oppressed 
minority inside the union. With unemployment as the 
basic question facing capitalist society in the post-war 
period, the opportunity for creating dissension in the 
ranks of the proletariat will be substantially increased. 
. . . It is equally clear that the proletariat is also aware 
of the dangers. 

Jane 18, 1944 
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OUR LIFE AND TIMES 
by Peter Mallory and Ron Brokmeyer 

Angola's revolutionary victory over Portuguese imperialism 
The struggle of the Angolan people for freedom 

from Portuguese subjugation has been one of the 
greatest the world has witnessed — in the length of 
the struggle, the heroism of the peasants, workers 
and urban intellectuals alike, the ferocity of the fas
cist dictatorship they fought, and the inspiration the 
Angolans provided to spark the Portuguese revolu
tion itself. By sheer grit, the poorly-armed and 
under-supplied Angolan guerrillas were able to force 
Portugal to the verge of economic exhaustion and, 
more important, imbue the Portuguese armed forces 
with revolutionary fervor .and a consciousness of 
freedom which helped to bring down the fascist 
regime in Lisbon, in April, 1974. 

Guinnea-Bissau and Mozambique gained inde
pendence first; and finally, on Nov. 11, when the last 
representatives of the Portuguese military left the 
continent, Angola ended nearly 500 years of colonial 
subjugation. It was the culmination of a war of 
liberation that started in 1961, and the beginning of 
the even harder struggle ahead to create a truly 
free world for the Angolan people. 

Three groups, the MPLA (Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola, headed by Dr. Agos-
tinho Neto), the FNLA (National Front for the Lib
eration of Angola, headed by Holden Roberto), and 
UNITA (the National Union for the Total Independ-

Angolan children, taught to read and write 
by guerrillas, argued ideas of freedom with 
captured Portuguese soldiers. 

ence of Angola, headed by Jonas Savimbi) are con
tending for power. 

There is no doubt that the MPLA, founded in 
December, 1956, was the first to emerge from the 

early pro-independence struggles, and is the most 
deeply rooted in the masses—having organized groups 
as diverse as the National Union of Angolan Work
ers and the Organization of Angolan Women, and 
fighting Portuguese-imposed poverty, poor health 
and illiteracy by establishing medical care and 
schools for both children and adults in areas under 
their control. 

But there is also no doubt that the struggle in 
Angola has become part of the world struggle be
tween the super-powers — the U.S., Russia and 
China. The stakes are high not only because Angola 
is a mineral, coffee and oil-rich country, but be
cause it is strategically important for the whole 
of Africa. That is what has also brought South Africa 
together with U.S.-Zaire to the scene. The question 
mark over Angola is not because of the civil war 
now being waged, but because that civil war is no. 
related to the Angolan masses but to the super
powers who are more than willing to "fight to the 
last Angolan," while making sure that philosophy 
and revolution will not become the unity that would 
assure true liberation. 

The desperate struggle the Angolan people now 
face is to keep destiny in their own hands so that 
the destruction of the old can be completed by the 
creation of the new. That struggle must have the 
support and $olidarity of all revolutionaries. 

Poland and GM 
General Motors Corporation plans to manufac

ture trucks in Lublin, Poland for sale throughout 
the world. This is typical of the new interest of 
global corporations in state-capitalist authoritarian 
regimes in East Eurpe and Russia, itself, as a 
source of disciplined and cheap labor. 

Poland's foreign debt has risen drastically in 
the last few years due both to the ever higher prices 
of western goods, and their Russian overlords who 
not only keep prices of basic Polish exports like 
coal dirt cheap but are now charging inflated prices 
for Russian oil in addition to iron ore. 

No doubt General Motors will be making use 
of their obsolete technology in this venture which 
the Polish leaders are counting on to make their 
economy more competitive in the world market. 

What all three—G.M. and Russians and Polish 
leaders—are solidly against anywhere in the world 
is the self-activity of workers. The present leader
ship in Poland was installed after the 1970 uprising 
of workers toppled the Gomulka regime and forced 
a cancellation of his 20 percent rise in the price of 
food. 

A measure of the revolt in this totalitarian coun
try is that Poland's First Secretary of the Com
munist Party, Edward Gierek, is conducting a cam
paign-style handshaking tour, warning the workers, 

nonetheless, of the need for more productivity and 
cutting rising absenteeism. 

While shortages of essential commodities are 
already appearing, Gierek is hoping to avoid a re
volt by saving the party's austerity program for 
after Christmas,, inasmuch as it was Gomulka's 
pre-Christmas price rises that triggered the 1970 
revolt. 

Venezuela 
On Jan. 1, 1976 Venezuela will formally national

ize its oil industry consisting of 20,000 wells, a produc
tion of 3 million barrels a day and revenue of $10.8 
billion per year. It does not mean that socialism 
has come to Venezuela. 

Shell, Exxon and the 15 other foreign companies 
now operating the fields, refineries and shipping 
will continue to do the job they have always done. 
They will buy the oil from government-owned cor
porations and distribute it throughout the world 
for a profit as they always have. They will have 
a management contract which gives them real con
trol and a profit for their trouble. 

The workers will go to work on Jan. 2 working 
for the same boss under the same conditions as 
before, nothing will have changed, the exploitation 
remains. What was private capitalism becomes state 
capitalism with no worker gains. 

racism 
African students studying in Russia (the African 

Student Union) in Lvov have requested their respec
tive Ambassadors to the Soviet Union to help stop 
racial assaults and arbitary expulsions in that Ukrai
nian city. They claimed that they had experienced 
torture and said that they were treated as "out
casts". In appealing to the Ambassador of Senagal, 
Dean of the African Ambasadors in Moscow, they 
cited incidents of assaults in their dormitories, at a 
hostel and one on a pregnant student. Those who 
complained were expelled from the Soviet Union. 

They report that no two African students are 
permitted to; share the same room at the universi
ties; that each is roomed with a Russian spy who 
reports all tfteir activities to the secret police. 

In Kiev, African students went on strike to get a 
Czechoslovakia woman reinstated in her classes 
after her government withdrew her scholarship for 
marrying an African student. 

All African students claim that there is wide
spread anti-Black feeling in Russia and if they pro
test, they have their scholarships withdrawn and are 
ruined for lite in their fields of activity. 

No Arab nations dare protest this racial dis
crimination. 

Ford, Brezhnev, Mao maneuver for total domination of world 
(Continued from Page 1) 

The projected national military budget, proposed by 
Schlesinger and supported by Ford, contains no less than 
$100 billion for war goods and generals' salaries. Any 
efforts by Congress to reduce it, much less use any of it 
for social needs, Ford threatens with immediate veto. So 
it. isn't just the military budget but the fact that with 
Ford-Kissinger it may be tied to detente with Russia that 
is worrying Mao. 

China has made abundantly clear what the thick
headedness of some of the "left" refuses to recognize: 
that nothing, nothing whatever, takes precedence over 
Russia being "Enemy #1." 

While China has a nuclear capability, it will be 
years before it can match the deliverability of either the 
U.S. or of Russia. Each new weapon system developed 
by either side requires development of counter-weapons 
by the other side until there is no such thing as parity 
between the offensive and defensive capabilities of 
nations. 

The big three — the U.S., China and Russia — are 
engaged in a struggle for miltary supremacy, each sup
ported by its own false ideology. 

Throughout the world the followers of Mao and 
Russia have spawned parties, groups and grouplets too 
numerous to list. Each seeks followers based on the 
latest line from Moscow or Peking. The damage they 
do to the struggle for freedom is irreparable and can 
be counted in human lives everywhere — and nowhere 
more so than in Angola. It disorients the youth of all 
countries, puts "action" above theory and practice, sub
stitutes nationalism for philosophy of world revolution, 
fosters the illusion that either Moscow or Peking repre
sent revolutionary forces seeking a better world. 

The SALT talks with Russia are at a low ebb, each 
side hoping to get an advantage over the other on nuclear 
limitation, the costs of which are keeping both countries 

broke. During the past year the U.S. has added 850 
nuclear warheads to its stockpile of 8,500 and Russia 
added 300 to their pile of 2,800. Every warhead is capable 
of several times the destructive force of the bomb that 
destroyed Hiroshima. 

The SALT talks, aimed at limiting deployment of 
nuclear weapons, has reached a stalemate that could 
spell their doom. The issue is the development of a new 
weapon, the Cruise missile which looks like a torpedo, 
and can be fired from submarines, ships, aircraft or 
mobile land vehicles. 

It can carry nuclear or conventional warheads, 
sprouts wings in flight and can be maneuvered in the air 
by an on-board computer. With a range of 50fr to 2,000 
miles, it is impossible for either side to detect or count, 
as they can the present nuclear missiles. Since neither 
side wants to include the Cruise missile in the weapons 
count, the entire SALT talks become useless. 

Brezhnev has cancelled his visit to the U.S. because, 
although Schlesinger was fired, the overheated military 
budget was not reduced. On the contrary, the summit 
meetings of the six most industrialized countries just 
held (Nov. 15-16) in Paris welcomed the huge U.S. arms 
budget. 

The summit meeting of these heads of state might 
more aptly be called Six Men in Big Trouble. With a 
combined army of unemployed totaling over 15 million, 
they have every reason to become deeply concerned with 
the common problems that confront them: unemploy
ment, depression, energy crisis, monetary chaos and 
economic stagnation. Three of the six face elections 
next year. 

With no basis in fact for his optimism, Ford sounded 
like that old British character, "I'm all right Jack, how 
are you?" 

The keynote might have been struck by Prime 
Minister Moro of Italy who said, "No one country has 

the right any longer to isolate itself from the others." 
With Japan [ depending on a 50 percent export rate to 
sustain its economy and the European countries on a 
30 percent export rate, they all wanted assurances that 
their best eustomer was in good health. 

The truth is, if any of them was enjoying a healthy 
economy, he would not have been there. With inflation 
at a 25 percent rate in Britain and balances of payment 
a disaster area, any threat to impose restrictions on 
trade by any of them would set off a chain reaction that 
could help undermine capitalism just when mass unrest 
in each country aspires to the end of that old exploitative 
system. 

Whistling in the dark on the part of these rulers can 
help only if Marxists, in place of international class 
solidarity, pose Maoism as the alternative to capitalist 
imperialism and "prove" their point by quoting Mao on 
Russia as state capitalist. 

Any illusion that this equals revolutionary politics 
forgets that China itself is also playing state capitalist 
politics anid undermining any and all principled politics 
right here in the U.S. With the country in deep recession, 
unemployment on the rise (See editorial, p. 3) and the 
mass unrest definitely pinpointed against the adminis
tration, as the American people move to vote Ford out of 
office, how can any revolutionary have the gall to white
wash Ford-Schlesinger just because Mao says they are 
not as ba4 as the Russians? 

The fact that Mao-Teng are at this very moment 
(Dec. 1-2) lecturing Ford as sharply as does the Reagan 
wing of the Republican Party on the evils of detente with 
Russia, only shows that State-capitalism and Communist 
totalitarianism need not be identical twins to aim for 
single world domination. What is obvious is that the 
enemy is the class enemy, most of all in our own country. 
The undetjlying revolt will develop, once we do not choose 
sides between state-capitalist rulers, even though they 
call themselves "Communist." 


