WO WORLDS

Authcr of PH]I OSOPHY AND REVOLUTION
and Marxism and Freedom

The death of Mao Tse-tung, and with it, the organized
mourning which confined the natural outpouf'ing of grief
at the leader’s death fo the specified times and places,
making sure there was no interruption in production,
may create the illusion that unity prevails in the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, in the Army, in the
Peoples’” Congress, not to mention ‘‘the people of all
nationalities.” But in fact, this was indeed the year of
“‘troubles under Heaven.”

It began with Chou En-lai’s death, was immediately
followed by the campaign against Teng, who had de-
livered the eulogy and was evidently Chou’s man. The

- Chinese people had evidently considered it a campaign
against Chou himself, as was clear by the tremendous
demonstrations in April over the question of wreaths
being removed from his grave. This April revolt- was
.preceded by an editorial in March in the Peoples Daily
-which, in commenting on the first meteorite shower

RHAL Unemployment
drives youth
to suicide

by ‘Charles Denby, Ed:tor

There is a Sad and somewhat unbehevable situation
in this country today, and that .is the question of un-
employment, especially among the youth. At the same
time, you have those capitalists from corporations yell-

-+ ing loud and long-about the profits they made last year,

that they expect to go even higher this year.

The President is yelling that he is running on his
record, as though working people and unemployed- people
do not know what his record is. Carter sometimes men-
tions the unemployed, but he has no answers to what
he will do for them' if and when he is elected.

TAKE THEIR OWN LIVES

In the past two weeks, there have -been three suicides |

* in Detroit' committed by young ‘men because they were
“out of work and could not find a job. They were forced

to take their own lives because there was no future for

them in this society. You can be sure it is happening all

“over the country, but the press only 'mentions it in ~

passing.

In the case of one young Black worker, Jeffrey Jack-
son, the daily news and TV were blaring that a bandit
held up a store and was holding 12 people hostage. Forty

officers surrounded the place while Jackson was talking

with the so-called hostages about how long he had been
out of a job. It-had become a desperate problem for
him, and all he wanted was a chance to. make a living,
not to hurt anyone, When he neticed this army of police

- closing in, he just raised his gun to his head and shot.
Several days later, there were two white brothers

. who took their lives in their back yard. The newspaper
just said ‘‘Jobless Pair Turns to Suicide”. Both appar-

ently took their own lives because they: were unemployed

and unable to find jobs. Gerald Walker, 19, and his
brother. Lawrence, 21 had both been trying to get on

welfare but were rejected because they were young .

enough to :work. When their children told them that
morning they were hungry, it was more than they could
take—four -months out of work and not knowing where
their next meal was coming.

In this society, ‘the richest in the world, people go on
starving in misery and suffering. As a worker said,
‘“These corporations will make more profit because they
are producing with less workers than they did last year.

When a worker retirés they never hire any new people .

unless they have to.”
.~ About a month ago, there were three young workers
that had gone out looking for a job, filling out applica-

tions wherever they could and being turned down at all of -

the places, including Chrysler Mack. A young worker
knew they were hiring at Mack, but so many were put-
ting in applications they could pick and choose the ones
they would hire.

WORKERS ‘WALK INTO’ JOBS )

So this young friend gave the three workers his
badge and told them to enter the plant along with the
other workers and go sit in the lunch room. A foreman
came and asked if they could weld and took them to a
job, where they worked for three days before the com-

- pany discovered they were not employed. They were

taken to labor relations where the foreman said they-

were good workers but had broken company rules, and
then decided to hire them.
The daily news got.the story and printed it, saying
the workers would not get pald for the first three days
) (Contmued on Page 2)

Death of Mao Tse-tung: the T

Wthh hit K1r1n Province in March, suddenly brought out
that when -an earthquake had occurred in 300 B.C.,
‘‘some people made use of a meteorite to start the re-‘
actionary rumor that ‘the land will be divided after the
death of the First Emperor. ”’

By July, when the most devastating earthquakes hit
China, and the three main industrial casualties of the
Tangshan earthquake were coal, steel and electricity,
plus great damage in China’s third largest city, Tient-
sin, the editorials turned to stories ef looting.

No figures were ever given as to how many people
died, but it is thought that there are as many as 100,000
dead. Such a natural disaster, for which the Central
Commitiee is certainly not’ respon51b1e nevertheless
produced a series of slogans like: “Do not become en’
tangled in old grudges among revolutionary masses,”
“Do not engage in organized fighting teams, and still

‘ less in struggle by force,” “Increase production’.

THE STRUGGLE FOR MAO’S MANTLE

There has been quite a bit of unrest in the country,
especially among the most militant of the workers. This

intensified the struggle for power at the top and it
hecame clearer still when Mao’s death did occur on
Sept. 9. First, they waited 16 hours before making the

anncuncement, and by then it was clear that the mourn- -

ing would be confined to designated times and places.
Then the funeral list which was published revealed: that
three important leaders were absent — the Director of

the Press Agency, the Minister of Education, and most:

telling.of all, Wan Li, the Minister of Rallways The last
strikes were in the railways.
The very appearance of unity of the leadershlp of
whatever faction, standing together on the specially: bmlt
platform in Tien- An Men Square while Premier Hua
Kuo-feng deélivered the eulogy to the million gathered
there, was belied by the speech itself which, clearly,

while proclaiming unity, meant it only. for the masses to

continue to work and work harder,

Not a single leader of the past, from Chen ‘Tu-hsiu
who founded the Commumst Party to Teng, was omitted
from the most slanderous-attacks. Thus:
man Mao’s leadership, our party defeated the epportun-

(Continued on Page 8)

‘Human Power is its own end’
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African revolts unfold new banner

of freedom throughout the world

by Olga Domanski, National Organizer
News and Letters Committees

Singing freedom songs and carrying placards
reading, “Don’t bring your disguised American
oppression into Azania”
early teens gathered in the school yards of So-
weto on Sept. 17 to protest Henry Klssmgers
visit to Pretoria—to supposedly discuss a “peace-
ful transition” to “Black majority rule” with two

South African women; today as in the past, are in the
forefront of the struggle for freedom.

of the world’s most notorious racists; South Afri-

ca’s John Vorster and Rhodesia’s lan Smith. With-

in minutes police had killed six and wounded 35.
A few days earlier 16 workers had been killed
during the second mammoth strike in two weeks.
This toll was added to the hundreds already dead and
the thousands jailed since June. The seething mass Tevolt
has not only been continuous, it has encompassed ever
new ‘sections of the population. It marks a new stage
of Black revolutionary consciousness for the entire world.

~ An apparent “lull” that followed the initial outburst
of the Soweto youth in June to protest Afrikaans, the
hated language of the oppressors, was followed in August

, Black students in their .

with a three-day successful general strike that hit in ‘the
most vital place-of all for the white economy— produc-
tion, which is run by Black labor. Even the police-insti-
gation of some Zulu vigilantes to try to.break the strike

of the 230,000 workers (the majority of whom are them--

selves Zulus) who ‘travel daily from their ghetto town-
ship to the city, did not succeed. Absenteeism in Johan-
nesburg, the economic hub of the country, was as high
as 80 percent.

The wanton and brutal killings and the mass arrests

‘that had gone on for weeks failed to stop the momentum;
of the revelt, No sooneér were leaders. arrested, than
others stepped in and carried on. From below, ever new
leaders emerged. The counter-revolution was. further

" stunned to find that the pamphlets that enlisted the

workers’ support were signed by the African National
Congress, (ANC), the Black resistance group that had
been forced underground in 1960 after the Sharpeville
massacre.

“Under Chair- -

i

But the ANC had not organized the spontanecus re- .

volt, though- its spirit was present in many of the slogans.

And this was no mere repeat of Sharpeville. It was

brand new. One Johannesburg worker said, ‘“This morn-
ing. some young ones tried to make me stay in Soweto.
‘Do not go’ they said. “Today we march and we may
get shot. You must stay home and be here to bury us.’
Nobody ever said things like that in Soweto before.”

NEW SHOCK FOR WHITES
Scarcely a day in August passed without police

shooting down demonstrators somewhere, as township -

after township exploded. ‘And when, by Sept. 2, the revolt
had spread to the “Coloured” masses (as those of mixed
race are identified in South Africa), and 3,000 Coloured
youth brought the. conflict for the first time directly
to a white area itself—downtown Cape  Town-—whites
were totally shocked.

White South Africa had long believed that because ..

the mixed-race “Coloureds” had been given greater social
and economic mobility than Blacks, they aspired: to
“white life-styles”’ and were, themselves, afraid of Black
dominance. Now it was clear that there was strong
solidarity between Coloured and Black: “Qur people had

(Continued-on Page 5)
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lal-'emlmsta _Chicana wewof women smo vement

, Anna Nieto-Gomez. a Chicana teacher at California
State University. Northridge, lost her battle to retain
. her tenure (see News & Letters, Aug.-Sept. 1976). Rather
than ‘remain another year, she decided to resign. As

“an’ activist in the Chicano community and especially in

~working with Chicanas, Anna Nieto-Gomez has written
widely on Chivanas, both history and present struggles.
Below are excerpts from her article “Ld Feminista,”

which - appeared in the - Chicana Jomnal Encuentro
~.Femenil (Vol 1,  No. 2 1974)
THE CHICANO movement _has until recently

.-viewed the Chicana only as a membér of the Chicano
- people in general who are all -ecoromically oppressed

as a culturally different people. It has beén indifferent
- “to the specific issues 51 percent of the Chicano people
- face as women . .,

The Chicana femmlsta has continually had to justify.
- clarify and educate people-to the political and philosoph-
~dcal issues of the Chicana woman. This has not been
easy. They have ‘acted at the cost of being called “ven-
didas” (sell-outs) among their own group, the Chicanas..

“Feministas uphold that feminism is a very dynamxc
aspect'of the: Chicana’s heritage and not at all foreign

‘WL NOTES
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| On Sept. 17, 1,800 Seattle nurses who had been on

- —strike for 68 days began returning to work after 74
percent voted to approve a contract. Key issues in' the

l strike were salary, dismissal for cause, more voice in

“solving hospital problems ‘and union_ member~h1p During

| the strike, ‘the first ‘by nurses in the state, plcketmg
nurses asked other hospital personnel to report to work

50 that health care could be maintained, and only asked

l that they not do the work of RNs .

l

Two Belfast housewxves Betty Wllllams and Mairead
:Corrigan; an aunt of three children killed- when a car
- “driven by a .wounded IRA gunman went out of control,
- have begun a campaign for peace and an end to terror-
ism in Northern Ireland, Over 10,000 women participated
“in the first march. The next Saturday brought 20,000 and
“-the next 25,000—men and women, Catholic and Protes-
. tant. Mrs. Corrigan said she didn’t know what bothered
‘her more-—“the men sitting back while men and women
‘-have been dying in the streets of Belfast and Derry,”

" ‘the. “men without jobs.” The marches have been the‘

v first mass protests agamst v1olence m seven years.
| =
Both the U S. Senate and House of Representatives
-have voted-to prohibit the use of federal funds to perform
“abortions unless. the mother’s life is endangered by a
~pregnancy. The bill clearly discriminates against poor
. women who can only afford to have an abortion under
: ,Medicaid. It is  cruelly ironic since federal funds have
been used for sterilizations. of women, many involuntary,
for what were consxdered “social and economic reasons.’

to her nature . . . There 15 a rich lc“a(\ of horomcs and
activists in soual movements, and armied rebellions
which Chicanas can dmw lxom as models to emulate

CHICANA FEMINIQM shares with all women

the issues which affect them. as
women, such as welfare; birth con-
trol, ‘abortion and employment. But
it is in the context of the needs of
the Chicano people .. .

. affirmative action program for
women, she will make sure that
Chicanas are not being screened
according to how Anglo they look

and whether they speak w1thout an accent. In addition,

she must make sure she receives equal pay between

Anglo/ women ~and Chicanas as well as between men

and women : )

CHICANAS FEEL it is unfortunate that Anglo

feminists believe their problems as women can unite all-

women and therefore overcome any:racial differences.
However, if wemen’s issues do not address the language
barriers, the -cultural difference and class differences
used to oppress women also, the women’s movement
can only represent one ‘middle class monolingual-mono-
cultural vested interests.. . .

When a Chicana works in an .

N

There is a bill in California  and other state legis-

latures- to require secondary schools to offer woman
studies classes . .. ‘“Herstory,” unfortunately, also tends
to exclude the- hlstory of ‘the  Chicana. Herstorians have
ethnocentristically made- women’s history synonymous
with the Indo-European Heritage. More often than not,
indigenous  women of the Americas are either 1°nored or
- tokenistically offered a sentence or two .

Because theé Chicana is oppressed both racially and

sexually, issues such-as the family, the law, abortion, .

birth _control, child care, work, welfare, and education
become entirely distinct problems - |
not fight for feminism without it being also an effort
on behalf of all her peaople. With the mutual support of
hermanas and hermanos for the Chicana feminist, the

Chicano movement can truly become a movement for

-all la Raza

Local News & Letters Committees can be
contacted directly in the following areas:

DETROIT: 1900 E. Jeffersom,

Detroit 48207 (259-0404)
SAN FRANC!SCO PO Box 77303, Station E,
San Francisco, Cal. 94107
PO Box 29194,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90029

" LOS ANGELES:

NEW YORK: PO Box 5463. Grand Central Sta.
New York, N.Y. 10017

CHICAGO: PO Box 11865 ) . }
Ghicago, 1L 60611 p 2

E. Timor women revolutionaries Speak to our struggles today

by Molly Jackson

It is not only women of the past that we must not

allow to become hidden from history and from philoso-

~ phy, It is women of today, magnificent revolutionaries

“like. Rosa: Muki Bonaparte of East Timor, who have
much to say to all of us.

‘Rosa Muki. Bonaparte was Secretary of the Popular
Organization of Timorese Women (OPMT), which was
founded Aug. 28, 1975 as a group within Fretelin, at a
. time’ when. the East Timorese people were struggling to
tfansform the end of 446 years of Portuguese imperialist
rule mto a social revolution.

On Nov. 28 1975, the Democratic Republic of East

;- Pimor was declared Ten days later, on Dec. 7, Indo-
nesian paratroopers invaded tiny East Timor (with a
populahon of only 650,000) and, armed with the latest
,sophlstlcated U.S. weaponry, killed tens of thousands

) of East Timorese people
;- Rosa.-Bonaparte’s voice was among those stilled by
the Indonesian invaders. Yet so deeply was her vision
of freedom imbued with internationalism and feminism—
in a country where women were fighting against the sale
~of brides and-the practice of polygamy—that it cannot
‘be: extinguished. Here is part of a statement she gave

on Sept 18, 1975;

“The exploxted and oppressed posmon of women is
not-a ‘phenomenon-limited to East Timor . . . But in
““Bast Timor, as in other countries subject to colonial
‘exploitation, the - exploitation and oppression of women
_is"extreme because of the combination of two factors,

~firstly the traditional conceptions about the submission .

- of women,

- women ., . .

‘ ' *“The ideology of a system in which women are
‘considered as ‘inferior beings® submitted Timorese wom-
en ‘to-a double exploitation: A" general form, which

. .applies without distinction to both men and women and
~which ‘manifests itself by forced labor, starvation sal-
. ariés, racism, " ete, . Another form of a specific
character dlrected to women in particular.”

and secondly the colonialist attitude to

The . objectives- of the OPMT she continued, were

.-the Chicana could”

“the total destruction of all forms of explontatlon” and -

“to restore to women the position and rights due to them
in the new society which we are building through revolu-
tion.” _Among the conerete tasks she discussed were
combat, education of children, organization of women,
and “classes in revolutionary theory and practice.” She
ends:

“Long live.the Popular Organization of Timorese
Women! Long live independent East Timor!-Long live
the world revolution!”

A year after the founding of the OPMT—and the
crushing of the East Timorese liberation struggle—how
is it that the U.S, women’s movement, the most ‘‘sophis-
ticated,” ‘and with: the most resources,. has not paid
sufficient attention to the East Timorese women’s move-
ment, while they, in the midst of war, called out in
solidarity with us? . )

A year after they were raising the most profound
questions about women in a new society, and at the same
time practicing new relationships within their own or-
ganization, can we afford not to grasp what was achieved;
by the women revolutionaries in ‘backward”’ East

Timor, in working out: our own philosophy of liberation?

WORKING WOMEN FOR FREEDOM

by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan and Mary Holmes
With special appendix by Raya Dunayevskaya:

‘Women as Thinkers and as Revolutionaries’
Price: $1 (plus 15¢ postage)

Rosa Luxemburg Revoluhonury Theoretician
by Lee Tracey

Analysrs of Rosa Luxemburg's Accumulatlon‘
of Capital by Raya Dunayevskaya
Price for both: 75¢ (plus 25¢ postage) -

Order from: News & Letters, 1900 E. Jefferson,
Detront, Ml 48207

Chlcago Blacks fight Nazis, Klan

Chlcago, I11.—On Sept. .12 1 heard the Rev.
A. 1. Dunlop and E. Jackson of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Movement speak at the Rogers Park J.C.
on the far north side. The full house of 40 was -
rrobably due to the.recent reemergence of Naz-
ism in this and most other Chicago neighbor--
hoods:
: The. Martin ‘Luther King Jr Movement -has organized
30 marches dn Marguette Park On the July 17 march—
the first issmed a parade permit and allowed to leave
the Black neighborhood of West Englewood-—200 demon-
strators were attacked by a brick-hurling mob of 3,000.
The . 150-cop escort (one tenth of the number the city
earlier claimed necessary) never drew their night sticks.

Rev. Dunlop- said the objeéct of the marches was to
gain police protection for the many Blacks who cross
Marquette Park while travelling to other parts of town.
Frank Collin’s. Nazis have been active for a year, as-
saulting Black “trespassers’”, in “thejr”’ neighborhood
and raiding Black West Englewood. While the media
ignored them, the Klan turned 15 creeps into a city-wide
power, Klan advisors from Louisville, Ky., Aurora, Il.
and Racine, Wisc. helped organize.

"The MLK Jr. Movement sued the city for madequate
police protection:and: lost, Judge Grady ruling that the
mob had an ‘equal right to use the park facilities—per-
haps a greafer ‘right: ‘the Rev. Dunlop, Jackson and
two others were later arrested for inciting to riot. ’

Their heéadquarters receive daily phone threats and
visits from . fire inspectors: They have been investigated
by the Republican State ‘Attorney, Bernard Carey. Mean-.
while Nazig have: expanded to the north side of town.
Blacks and! Asians have been assaulted in the quiet
neighborhood of *Rogers: Park.

The MLK Jr. Movement is trying to ralse $5,000 to
pay legal bills- and-appeal their. suit. They are the only
ones fighting here and ‘they really need. help. Contribu-
tions: should :be made out. and sent to: Martin Luther
King, Jr Miovement 6430 S. Ashland, Chicago, IlI. 60620.

WUHKEH S JUUHNAL

(Contmued from Page 1)
they had ‘worked. The company. suspended the young
worker -who gave them his badge, hut with some help
from the union they fought and got the three days’ pay -
and the suspended worker reinstated. Everyone is laugh-
ing’ about how dumb this company is to work. people
‘three days before knowing they were not hired. v
But all: the while they are laughing, they know the
terrible unemployment -crisis is nothing to laugh about.

~And they knowthe three young workers will soon have

other prohlems now -that they are ofﬁcxally hired in.
The  work on the assembly lines, ‘the speed-up, is so
inhuman that .every hour can be torture. .

.. The story is the same whether it comes from a
Black GM,p_roductlon worker. who - was -.complaining to
me that his shop is being worked 10 to 12 hours, seven
days a week, and even on holidays — something never
heard of before;. or whether it comes from. the white
Detroit Edison electrician who told ‘me ‘the same thing.

Nobody believes:the lies of President Ford who wants
us to think that the economic crisis is over. There are
still over geven million unemployed - even. by their’
own count = and that does not include the millions who
dre mnever included in ‘the *‘statistics.” We have gone
through the Depressmn ‘of the ’305 and people  are not
going to go through i, ‘again. Thls 'society is rotten from
top to bottom and needs to be’ torn up by its. roots.” And
the quxcker the better for all human beings.

SFy women Irelp win higher pay

San Franc1sc0 Cal R The determmed struggle of
women from Union WAGE, News and Letters Commit-
tees, and the Coalition. of Workers Rights  has helped
win-a new minimum- wage for Callforma As of Oct. 18,
it will be:$2.50: per ‘hour.

For the first time, farm workers household worke'rs .
ang minors are covered as wellas the women who ini-
tiated the. action under the- Equal Rights Amendment,
demanding its extension to -all .workers, =

Full-time - students are not covered, but part-time
students and minors will get a special rate of $2.15 per
hour; workers earning less than $5 will have tools pro-
vided by employers; and agricultural ‘workers will re-
ceive time-and-a-half after 66 hours, )

The new regulations affect about 40 per cent of

- California’s 8.5 million workforce. Industry is -howling

over this -raise from the previous $2 minimum wage, and

128 employer groups, with the California Manufacturers,

Associatiqn, are petitioning for a rehearing.

This 'victory resulted from over two years of con-
sistent efforts: attending meetings of the Industrial Wel- -
fare - Commission, - picket lines, leaflets, informational
publicity, court cases, and in one -event, 300 workers
slmply taking over the “closed” meetmg of the Com-
mission.

Vacation pay, holldays sick ‘leave, health insurance
and job eondltlons were included in the demands of- the -
women’s jgroups: but “were not part of the new State

. work’ rulés But they are issues which are right up front
. on our agenda for ‘the near future;

—N&L activist
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Fleetwood walkout: a
Detil‘oit, Mich. — Second shift workers walked out
and shut down production at the Fleetwood plant on Aug.

26. When the shift began, rumors started spreading that

the company had fired Local 15 President Rufus Cole-
man and Bargaining Chairman Jim Gabbard for push-
ing on shop “conditions that the company wouldn’t
movge on.

About two hours later, the bulk of the workers walked
out from Dept. 11 and other departments upstairs with
many hard jobs overloaded and unsettled. People walked
out from all departments, but some said they wouldn’t
go out for Rufus — not everybody believed our local
president would do his job so good the company would
want him fired.

The faet is people were not walking out for Rufus,
but because of their own jobs. They were walking out
against any attempt by the company te stop efforts to
get the jobs changed.

The day shift stayed out the next day, and before
the. second. shift was due, many workers gathered out-
side the plant to find out what was going on. Most had
heard that the president had gotten balance of shift and
a day off, apparently because of an argument with some-
one in labor relations, and Gabbard had got a week off.

Rufus Coleman told everyone to go back to work.

UAW ‘picked strike’ at Ford

by Felix Martin, West Coast Editor

1 was in Louisville, Ky., -when the 170,000 Ford auto
workers shut down Ford Motor nationwide -on Sept. 14,
and talked to workers from the Ford plant there. Those

worker tells his story
He thanked.everybody for walking out for him, but said
that he hadn’t been disciplined, it was only on paper and
that didn’t mean anythng. Very few people went inside,
Tnot enough to run production. He hadnt even talked

about the safety and job grievances still unsettled.
The union did not ‘call a special meeting over the
weekend. As usual they tried to stay silent and invisible.
People were so frustrated at the union not letting them
be heard, that about 300 came to an unofficial meeting
across from the unmion hall that Sunday. Many talked
about their job conditions and they voted to stay out.
"~ The next day though, both shifts went in. The UAW
International Rep, Curt McGuire, was getting on everyone
with a position in Local 15 to get out front and intimidate
and harass who they could. Since we returned to work,
the company fired ten workers and many feel that the
union -helped the company decide who they wanted out.
The union leadership has not answered what the
membershp raised in the walkout. Once jobs are settled

they don't want to be pushed around all year, even if -
the company breaks up jobs and adds: on -work. When-

your job.is bad, you don't need your committeeman

- 'sitting "in the Work Center drinking coffee, you need

somebody on the floor representing you. The union should
be held respons1ble for doing that job.
—Fleetwood worker, second shift

bypasses workers’ involvement

I spoke with felt that the “picked strike” by the UAW .

international leadership and auto makers meant nothing

-to the majority of auto workers.

By “picked strike” I mean that Ford Motor and the
auto workers knew whose time it was, but the UAW
makes it a suspense game every time. Ford has been

preparing since ’67. They knew it was their turn to play-

the collective bargaining game with the UAW leadership.
This will be the :way it works as long as the auto com-
panies -and UAW leadership do the thinking for workers.

RECORD PROFITS X

It is not-that Ford Should not be struck—-they earned
some $770 million in the. first half of 1976, which is on
the way to a mew record for the year. But the strike is

being - carried out w1th the auto workers as almost

observers,

One of the Ford workers commented, “The only way
workmg people will ever be listened to is when we take
power in our hands like the coal miners did. The miners
took on the coal operators, government and their Interna-
tional union bureaucrats and won. What has to happen in
this country, is that all workers join each other in that

kind of strike.”

I think workers have learned a lot from the wildeat

- strike in the c¢oal mines. 1 know the coal operators have.

was -also in the coal mining part of Kentucky and one
small coal operator I spoke with was all shook up when
I mentioned a strike—and 1 was talkmg about the up-
coming Ford strike! The way the miners fook him on
scared the hell out of him and lots of other coal officials..

¥

" strike:

A ‘woman worker at the Lonisville Ford plant was
mad that picketing was only until 6 p.m. She felt scabs
“could be brought in and that this.would' hurt the union.

- She contrasted this to the unity of the coal miners, where

one local had started the strike and all the others had
joined in, “Until all workers begin backing each other
we will always have this monster on our backs. Wood-
cock and the company have already made the deal to sell
us out.” And she related it to the disunity ir the rubber
“The rubber workers have been forced back into.
the plants with hardly any gains to ‘show for their
months on strike.” ‘

T returned from Louisville to Los Angeles and spoke
to one older Black rubber worker from Uniroyal who had
just returned from four months on strike. He echoed the
Ford worker’s ‘thoughts: “We were forced back to work
with just a crumb or two. The cost of living clause we
won’t get until next year, and it won’t do the Job. I see

. the worst inflation still ahead of us.”

1 ‘thought. about the tremendous divisions within
rubber, with 40 percent of production continuing during
the strike and how that had taken its toll in the rubber.
sirike settlement.

GM IN 79

I also went to the Pico Rivera Ford plant near Los

Angeles and spoke to workers on the line. They too felt

- it was a “picked strike” which“they had had little to do

with. One told me, “It will be GM’s time to play the
game of collective bargaining in the next contract com-
ing up in ’79.” Another said,
ment bureaucrats are the same, ‘living off the sweat of
us workers.”

Many workers see the government the courts and

‘their own union leadership against them and as the ser-’

vants of the companies we are striking . against. More
-and more workers are saying that if anything is to be
done, we as workers are the ones who will have to do it.

FROM THE AUTg S#AOP

Detroit, Mich.—Right after the walkout (see- article
above) they startéd calling back most of the hi-lo drivers
whe were sent to the body shop, but some of the drivers

who were on days before the cutbacks are still on after-
noons, The foreman says, “when you give me my man

. back,; T'll give you yours.”” They are playing games with

your life, deciding what shift you will work like you are

- on an auction block. At the same time they are calling

some: peoble back, they are taking other people down

- to the blue room.

There was this one hi-lo driver we call “Mighty
During the wildcat, he was on tow-trucking.
When we were walking out, Dennelly and Fred Astaire
told him that they would get him later on for walking

- out, They waited two weeks, then they took him down

behind something really petty, and gave him paper pen-
alties.

I think the reason they dldn’t give him time off is
that they really need the hilo drivers now. We have
been working nine or more hours, six days a week. So

. instead, they just stack up the paper penalties on you,
.and hold them for when they want to get you.

We have 78’s. written on just about every job in

Dept. 21, but not a single one has been settled. It is

-the “same old mess” and worse, because now you can’t

even get committee service. I haven’t seen Wayne Powell

{

once since his car got burned up before Labor Day. 1 ‘

forgot what he looks like, If you call for a committee-
man, it will be at least the next day before you see him
—if ‘you are lucky. Why -can’t we have a special elec-
tion for a new committeeman now?

—Dept 21 worker

Dodge Truck

Warren, Mich:—There’s a white foreman on the
final line who some think is racist. He is known in thel
department for firing so many probationary workers.
One night recently, he harassed a Black worker who had
a lot of wseniority . so. much that the worker knocked
him out with one blow of his fist. The worker got fired.
on the spot. The foreman didn’t come to work for a few
days afterwards. After he got back, though, he fired two
probationaries he had: put on the bumper job which re-
quires “one experienced worker so that they don’t - fall
behind.

Since the main buxldmd stopped running the mobile
home, man- assignments have changed, and the cempany
is doubling up many jobs; More operations were added

" .onto some jobs after changover as well. When a worker

complains 10 his or her foreman about having too much
to dp, the foreman tells them that the person who does
the job on the other shift can keep up all right. What’s'

. worse is that the chlef steward says the same thing.

—~Main bullding worker

“The UAW and manage--

Local 591 ‘members -honored their picket lines.

hangs over
Ford talks

by John Allison

The iron hand of ‘GM is present in'the Ford Motor
Co. strike. GM is using Ford as a stalking horse against
the Ford workers, testing to see what it can and can’t
get away with when its turn comes in negotiations.

Those who think that the management of Ford, GM,
Chrysler and American Motors don’t work hand-in-glove
in contract negotiations just don’t knew what’s going on.

. The Big Three plus thé Little Fourth always work fo-

gether and use their greal money power together against
the working class as a whole, but especially against their
own auto workers: - ™~
There was no real reason for the strike. When you.
talk about an increase in wages, a little more in the
SUB kitty and cost-of-living and a few more paid days
off for workers, there’s not a whole lot that management
will argue about-as if these were life and death issues.

It might take a few weeks, might even be longer,
but no one doubts that the Stl‘lke will end with the work-
ers getting some increases in all- these areas.

However, the Ford Motor Company s decision to
strike is aimed at trying to punish their own workers in
the hope of turning them against the union. And this is
something that all of the auto companies would like to
see so they could go back to the old company union set-up.

They know this isn’t-going to happen, but they're

- always trying. One thing the rank-and-file bas seen re:

cently, during the auto depression of 1974-75, was hew
the company cut off benefits from non-union workers
who have no protection. They also saw. management
sending supervisors back into production before they
were laid off so they could get SUB benefits. '

Workers know all of these shennanigans going on.

‘They also know the real issue isn’t being touched in the

negotiations, and that’s -a change in their working con-
ditions. This is where they live every day, under the
gun of management production that kills them liftle by
little every day on the line. Only the workers are talk--

ing about- this problem. It's not on the contract table,
but it’s the most important one of all,

Police attack Flint stnlrers

‘Flint, Mich.—School bus drlvers and main-
tenance workers went on strike against the Flint .
Board of Education Sept. 1, at the expiration of
their contract. The strikers, members of Service
Employees International Union Local 591, are:
seeking full cost of living and a prohibition
against contracting  out mamtenance Work to
non-union firms.

When the schools opened, the Board of Education
tried to break the strike by having non-union supervisory
personnel drive the buses. The workers responded with
mass picketing of the school bus garage.

Although the picketing was peaceful and the strikers
did not attempt to stop the buses, a horde of 30 cops
descended on Sept. 3, and began savagely beating the
strikers. ;

This was a.shocking experience for the strikers to -
whom I talked, most of whom had never had any pre-
vious experience like this with the police. Thirteen
strikers were arrested and several were roughed up.

The strike has shaken up more than just the school

. board. The United Federation of Teachers decided not :

to honor the picket lines at a meeting on Sept, 6. There
was a split -among  the teachers, however. The Black

" Teachers Caucus tried hard to get the union to honor

the picket lines, but just didn’t have enough vetes.

Two weeks later; three teachers refused to cross the
picket line and were demoted to substitutes. They have
vowed to fight this discriminatory action. o

In ancther incident, Detroit. Mayor Coleman Young
also crossed the strike picket line, explaining that the
speech he was determined to give “was scheduled before -
the strike began’’!

After the. strikebreaking began, UAW Local 659 in -
Flini denounced the teachers’ umion for crossing -the
picket lines. In 1973 when the teachers went on strike,
The
teachers promised. at that time that they would return
the favor if Local 591 members ever had to walk out.

o

(As we go to press, we have received word that the

- strike has been settled with a 13.6 percent wage increase

over two years but a loss on -the cost-of- hvmg The

-teachers demoted to substitutes have filed suit in Cir-

cuit Court.—Ed.)







