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Will GM

by Felix Martin, Labor Editor

~As a retired General Motors worker, I am thlnkmg
that: there may be a strike against GM.! There is cer-
tainly ‘enough dissatisfation amongst rank-and-file' GM
workers for a strike. When Roger Smith, GM' chairman,

and Donald Ephlm UAW Vice-President and this vear's
“chief contract negotiator with GM, toured a General
Motors truck plant near: Fort- Wayne, Indiana, a few "

months back, they were both booed by the workers
there.

BOGUS “PROFIT-SHARING” PLAN

"GM “workers are very: unhappy - with the so-called .

proﬁt-sharmg ‘bonus plan. that was negotiated by the

“UAW:in 1982 and 1984 In 1984, GM reported profits of

$4.5 billion, and GM workers were paid an average “bo-
pus” of $550. That same year, Ford’s profits were- $2.3

 billion, but Ford workers averaged a bonus of $2,000—
- still ‘a tiny crumb of all the wealth the workers prod-

“uced, but. GM workers want to know why they didn’t

even get that much! For 1986, GM' reported proﬁts of

-$2.9 billion. The GM workers got a big zero in “profit -
sharing,” ‘while the executives at GM -split bonuses of .

| —home to
| revolution

*:$169.1 million!

‘GM sold its “profit-sharing” plan to our union mis-

"leaders by stating that its multi-billion dollar capital
spendmg plan, for building plants overseas and for -
- utilizing” more - high technology here in the U.S.,

would mean higher profits for GM and therefore Job
security and bonus payments for GM workers! The

‘concrete results have been tens of thousands of lay-

offs of GM workers, and a few pennies in “bonuses.”
At my old ‘union hall, -of the shut-down GM-South
: (Continued on page 3)

by Lou Turner

The serious retrogressmn that manifests itself in the
thought of today’s Black' intellectuals has come to be
symptomatic of the ideological impact of Reaganism in
the Black America. This seems even more acute when
neasared against the revolutionary: figure which comes

Rebel Sojourner in the Harlem Renaissance that we
began to look at in the first part of this review. (See
‘September, 1987 N&L) We will need to dig deeper into
Cooper’s treatment of McKay in order to see what
~makes  Claude McKay a “rebel sojourner” in our
“changed world” of the 1980s.

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION -

the literary radicalism of Claude McKay was his experi-
 ence of the Russian Revolution. Because that illumi-
nates the literary ‘and- historic categories in McKay’s
writing, he represents, for us, a very important point of
demarcation ‘in the development of early radical Black
thought, one ‘which clearly separates the era of Lenin
from that of Stalinism. Unfortunately, though this polit-
ical divide, which became fully expressed in 1928, liter-
ally screams out at us from his writing, it lies virtually
dormant in Cooper’s treatment of McKay.

We read, for ipstance, in a letter from McKay to
James Weldon Johnson of April 30, 1928, McKay’s
own conception of his novel Home to Harlem: *1

consider -Homé to. Harlem a -real proletarian novel,
but I don’t expect the nice radicals to see that it is,
because they know very little about proletarian life
and what they want of proletarian art is not proleta-
ian life truthfully, realistically and artistically por-
ayed, but their own fake, soft-headed and: wine-
atered notions of the proletariat. .

Though clearly McKay had already become acquaint-
‘with Marx before his stay in England, 1919-21, it was
hat sojourn which- marked a new intellectual point of
oncentration for McKay. We read this description of
cKay’s study of Marx in his antobiographical A Long
ay From Home, a 1930s work written when he was
10st. disillusioned with the organized communist move-
ent: “..a Marx emerged from his pages different from
(Contmued on’ page 5)
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to life in Wayne Coope‘r’,s biography, Claude McKay:

Arguably, “the seminal event in the development of'

. aginations and, with many others surrounding

- donations may be made to: MDUUC/NA (M
~ Unitarian Uuwersalut (Hum:h/Nuremburg Actlpn),

Grave;rdangers of Reagan agenda:

25¢

'Bork, contras and Star Wars

by Olga Domansk1 \\
Whether it is Ronald Reagan’s nomination of the

arch-reactionary, Robert Bork, for the Supreme Court

: Poster deplctmg Brian Wilson’s mamlmg

Protest brutal maiming
at naval weapons station

Congord, Cal—Almost 10,000 outraged people
converged on the Concord Naval Weapons Station Sat-

urday; Sept. 5, to demand an end to weapons ship-
ments, many. of whlch leave from this depot, to Central

* America. They were outraged beeause four days earlier,
"~ a Vietnam War veteran, Brian Willson, was run over by

amumtmnstramashesatonthetracksboprbtestUS
arms shipments.

The non-violent' protests at the Naval W ns Sta-
tion had been: going on every day since June, dponsored
by .a coalition of peace and religious groups calied Nu-

- remburg Action. This _group is ‘committed to what they

call “civil -obedience,” basing their argument on the
findings of the Nuremburg War Crimes Trials which
held that it is each citizen’s duty to stop or her

. government from committing crimes against humanity.

Brian Willson and his fellow veterans underboolx to obey
international law by blocking the munitions train.

All summer, the Nuremburg Action people
watched the train roll by as they stood the
tracks in protest. They decided to begin a 40-day
fast on Sept. 1. The base commander was| notified
people would block the tracks, and two depot ob-
servers were on the front of the train as it came out
of the base. Nevertheless, witnesses said train

actuallyaeeelertwdbefomstnhngwmso sever-

ing both his legs.

The rally featured Holley Rauen and Gabnel\Willson,
Willson’s wife and stepson, who were beside when
the train hit. Rauen ‘laid the blame directly| on the
Reagan administration’s policy of supplying ﬁen'or in

Central America and throughout the world. !

After the rally, several masked people used their im-
em to

block the view of the police, tore up the rails and ties

'whereWﬂlsonhadbeenhxt.Withthetxes,the bmlta

peace shrine on the spot.
A few dozen veterans from the Vietnam War, ithe Ko-
reann War, and World War II came to lend their sup-
rt.’I'heVeteransofForengnWarsposthanﬁ:aCruz,
already risking disenfranchisement, further enraged the

national organization by lending the VFW to the
" campaign to halt the arms shipments.
Nuremburg ‘Action will continue their fast until Oct.
10, and will continue to attempt to block weapons ship-

ments. Willson has no health insurance, and the hospi-
tal bills are running inte the thousands. Tax-deductible
Diablo
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of the land, on the one hand or the alleged arms reduc-

[ LT

- tion agreement with Russm, on the other, every move

Ronald Reagan makes in-these last 15 months of his
presidency is .clearly designed to set in stone, for dec-
ades into the future, the retrogression he launched the
moment he took office in January, 1981 and has deep-
ened.every day since. -
To make sure there was no- mlstakmg the mission be
"has set himself for these remaining months as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the wars he has been waging both at
home and abroad against all our human struggles to be

free, he explicitly listed his two top goals for his senior

Administration officials in September: 1) Senate confir-
mation of Judge Bork to the Supreme Court; 2) conti-
‘nued aid to the contras—through which he intends to
overthrow the legitimate government of Nicaragua. His
deliberately jovial formulation of this agenda as if it

“were only an actor's “good ¢urtain call” belies his hell-

bent intention to change history. by pushmg it back 50
years and erasing as many of the gains won by labor,
women, Blacks and youth-as he can manage.
REAGAN’S WARS AT HOME: AND THE
BORK NOMINATION

- Judge Bork is the perfect choice for Reagan’s plan to

consolidate .and perpetuate his: wars at home right into - -

the next century. Despite the attempt to present Bork

- as the exponent of “judicial restraint” vs. ‘“‘judicial ac-
. tivism,”

and his record as one of “academic theorizing”
vs. what he would “actually do” ‘as a sitting judge,
Bork—m 20 years of writings both as Yale professor
and as “sitting judge”—has worked out a full school of
thought that has governed his actions in every case he
has heard. He has been nothmg if not a vigorous activ-
ist of reaction.

He has opposed virtually every ma]or civil rights '

advance on which he has taken an opinion. He den-
ies that the Constitution protects the right to priva-

cy—including even the rights of married couples. to
use contraceptives and of women to have an abor- -
tion. He bas criticized Supreme Court rulings that re-
‘quire “one man, one vote;” that outlawed the poll

- tax; that extended the 14th amendment’s gnaranteek
" of equal protection of the law to women, “illegiti-

mate” children, “aliens,” and politically powerless or
unpopular minorities. He has advocated the “reintro-
duction of religion into public schools.” He has. con-
sistently supported the Exeecutive branch—in partic:
ular Reagan—in battles with Congress, and has de-
nounced almost all of the antl-trust laws passed by.
Congress ’
It is scant wonder that the Amencan ClV].l Liberties
Union has dropped its 50-year policy against involve-
ment-in Supreme Court confirmation battles to join the
mounting efforts to defeat his nomination. And that

~more than 90 prominent lawyers ‘and law school deans

have signed a statement urgmg the Senate to reject
Bork.

The truth is that the only part of the Constltutlon .
that Bork claims to defend is the original, duplicitous - -

document forged to subvert the social revolution that

was underway in America 200 years ago—a document
that was opposed by so many of the” revolutionary
forces in the land that a Bill of Rights—the first nine
amendments—had to be added before it could even win
ratification in many of the states, Indeed, it took a full
Civil War 4o bring about the all-important  13th, 14th -

“and 15th amendments. It is precisely those three:

‘amendments and ‘the Bill of nghts itself that Bork has -
vigorously attacked. !
If, as he now claims, he has “yecanted” his 1963
view that civil rights is a “principle of unsurpassed
ngliness,” it is only because the Black Revolt of the
’60s, the masses in motion through the "70s, and the
scrutiny of a TV audience today have made it expe-

-dient for him to do so.
" The nomination of a man like Bork is one more clear

measure of the racism Reagan has exuded so fouly that
Justice Thurgood Marshall-—the only Black ever to sit
: (Continued on page 9) C
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" (“Marxist”) parliamentary deputies have voted to fund
-"the Kaiser’s budget for war.

“poised
~‘plunge -into “the -
--holocaust -of.

. “and later in
~German film
... maker Margar-
.-ethe von- Trot-

" newsreel foo-
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Rosa Llixemburg, a.film by Margarethe von. Trotta. Re-.
‘leased ‘in the U.S. by New Yorker Films, 1987.
-1t is the bleak year, 1914. In the austere, polished cor-

ridors of the German Reichstag (Parliament), Rosa Lux-
emburg has just learned that the ‘Social Democratic

The world is
to

World War I;

ta’s. Rosa Lux-
emburg we -see
the horrors “of
that war ‘in ee
rily = silent,
black-and:white .

tage of the
trenches, - the
explosions, - the
piles of corpses .
of the young o

‘men. . . Barbara Sukowa, as Luxemburg.
. As Luxemburg leaves -the parliament building, the
film gives us a long view of her descending the Reichs-

o~ tag steps, a small, lone figure framed against the impos-
* ing building and a’ grey sky. Much of Rosa Luxemburg

is ‘cast in shades of somber grey. The film’s opemng,
scene is the dark fortress where Luxemburg is impris-

. oned during World War 1, and throughout the film we
- return-periodically to Luxemburg there.

It was perhaps von Trotta’s concept that the film un-
folds ‘as Luxemburg’s remembrances, from prison, “of-
‘things past; yet the intensity of each moment of Luxem-
burg’s life is such that I never felt myself in the midst
_of a “flashback.” Barbara Sukowa’s soaring performance
as- ‘Luxemburg rivets our attention and gives us a
-glimpse - of ‘that original character and creative revolu-
tionary: Rosa Luxemburg.

" LUXEMBURG AS FEMINIST

Raya Dunayevskaya, in her Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
- en’s 'Liberation, and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolu-

" tiom,* was the one who first developed the concept of
- Luxemburg as both “original character” and feminist,

“more ‘even than she was fully aware of”: “.such an

-.original character as Luxemburg, instead of being sim-
~ply ‘one in'a million,” combines yesterday, today and to-
morrow ‘in such a manner that the new age suddenly

experiences' a ‘shock of recognition,’ whether that-rela-

~tes ‘to a new lifestyle or the great need for revolution

here and niow.” (p.83)
“In von Trotta’s/Sukowa’s movie we see and feel Lux-

'femburg as kfemlmst her independent sense. of self, and

* Published by Humanities Press, 1982 available from News & Letters.

Women-

Worldwide

Amid. the ‘glut of constitution celebrations, a dozen ele-
mentary school- girls picketed: Muessel School in. South
Bend, Indiana, -Sept. 16, demanding equality for women
and protesting ‘the ‘school-organized boys-only re-enact-
ment of the Constitutional Convention.

* k¥

g / The government of Smgapore -arrested and tortured 16
"~ human rights and women’s rights activists on charges of

organizing an underground Communist network with
the aim of mﬁltratmg pohtlcal parties. Nine charged are
women - involved in campaigns for reproductive . rights,

‘ marriage and citizenship rights for non-citizen women -

married to ‘Singapore men, and the plight of domestic
workers.: For ‘information -contact: Concerited Asian
Women, P.O. Box 3071, 2600 NA Delft, The Nether-
lands. , — From ISIS Women in Action

®- Kk %

Hospltal strikes have spread from California (see Sept,
1987 N&L) to New York as 200 nurses walked out of
- Richmond Memorial Hospital on Staten Island, Sept.
11, -after-several weeks of contract negotiations. The dis-

“pute centered around nurses” workloads in the intensive
care and coronary.care units. In Chicago, more than 300
- housekeeping, maintenance, transport, laundry and cafe-

teria workers have been on strike at Grant. Hospital

since July, as administrators try to force them to take
pay cuts and pay their own health: benefits.

R ® K % .
The storv of Phoolan Devi, a Dalit Untouchable”

" “woman of Indla has become legend in recent vears. Af-

ter being tortured and-raped -for 23 days, Phoolan set
herself free, formed a Dalit army, and killed 20 Upper
Caste Hindus, the class of her tormentors. For two

- years, she eluded the police, hiding in snake-infested ra-

vines; until she was forced to surrender. Phoolan Devi
is in jail now awaltmg & trial which may never come; A
recent’ book on her, Devi-The Bandit Queen, by Rich-
“ard Shears and Isobel]e Gidbey (Alien & Unwin Press,
London) describes the heart rendmg story of this Dalit

. heroine of human rights and women’s rights.

-—From Dallt Voice 10$/7th. Cross, Palace Lower ’

D ‘Rosa Luxemburg’

close relationship with women; her fight with. all the

male party bureaucrats, warning, correctly, that they

. will  betray; her comradeship with feminist- Clara Zet-

kin—the two. of them the most radical and anti-militar-
ist leaders in the party both in the years before WWI,
and in the years after war has broken out and the
“Marxist” Second International; headed by the German
Social Democratic Party, has collapsed like a house of
cards.

At the same time, Luxemburg’s “reluctance” on femi-

-nism is caught in one short scene, an exchange which

reveals the male party leaders anxious to shunt her
aside into the party’s “women’s section.” Luxemburg re-

- fuses; she will not leave to the men the questions of im- .

perialism, of the fight against bureaucratism and for the
rank-and-file, of perspectives for social revolution.

LEGACY FOR TODAY

The film’s portrait of Luxemburg, as activist and the-
orist, is stunning but incomplete.** The most glaring,
inexplicable historic' omission is the Russian Revolution
of 1917: what it meant to the world, to the movement,

to Luxemburg; what it means as a dimension of Luxem- .

burg’s legacy, her hailing of the revolution but critique
of its early bureaucratization, her banner of socialist de-
mocracy after the conquest of power.

" That need speaks to our-age, when so many revol-

tions' have soured and been transformed into their
opposite. Dunayevskaya’s book takes precisely this
question—what happens -after revolution—as one
critical point of departure. The greatness but incom-
pleteness of Luxemburg’s concept of the spontaneity

of .the masses is one opening to Part Three, of Du-

nayevskaya’s ‘book, which is devoted to Marx’s
Marxism as a philosophy of “revolution in perma-
nence” which “creates new ground for orgamza-
tion.”

Such questions are barely raised in the film, yet de-
spite its limitations, its impact is powerful. It is Rosa
Luxemburg that we see. It is a passion for a totally
new human society that we feel.

I loved the film; I hope it is shown widely. And T

hope many who see it will turn to Raya Dunayevska-
ya's ‘book to dig deep into Luxemburg’s legacy for to-

day, our age that surely needs a human, permanent
’ —DMichelle Landau - .

** Yet the film is-a far more profound view than the arrogant, ignorant

_revolution like no other.

recent biography by Elzbieta Ettinger, Rosa Luxeémburg: A Life (Bea-
con Press, 1986). That book could aptly be called The Love Life and
Insecurities of Rosa Luxemburg. Ettinger paints a disgusting male-
chauvinist. portrait of Luxemburg that stems from her own virulently
anh-Marnst and anti-revolution stance.

~ Pope: fraud on tour

In a country that supposedly places a high value on
democracy and looks upon dissent as a valid means of
effecting social change, we have been treated to a U.S.
Papal tour.. ‘

The Pope was shown appearing to listen to the many
voices of dissent within the church-——women, gays, liber-
ation theologians and others seeking to change the way
that the authoritarian church operates. He was gener-
ous in his blessings: but never gave an inch on changes
sought by church members. :

The church is not a democracy, does not follow dem-

_ocratic processes, supportmg regimes " throughout the

world that are répressive, while calling for patience, re-
jecting the use of the force necessary to achieve politi-
cal change and forcing its membership to accept torture
and even death at the hands of dictators. The Pope had

kind words for those who feed and protect homeless ref:

ugees from Latin America;, but made it clear that he
does not endorse the Sanctuary movement.

On the very human issues of divorce, birth control
and abortion, he was adamant—they are forbidden.
Thosé who persist in such heresies, he urged to leave

the church. Many already have and many more will fol-

low.

His only response to the Catholic women who plead-

ed for equality within the church and the right to serve
at mass was, go home and have babies and brmg them
up to be good Catholics:

At best, the visit of the Pope offers no encouragement
for social change, and leaves unresolved the real prob-
lems:of American Catholics. —Irish ex-Catholic
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‘dollars in arms to'the Salvadoran government each

.moved the work out of state when we refused to accept

- pays less, but the hours are better. Some of the workers

EI Salvadoran revolutlon

I was persecuted and forced to flee El Salvador be-
cause I worked with the four North American nuns who

- were killed: by government soldiers - in 1981. 1 had be-

come active ‘earlier in our church group because [ want-
ed to change the conditions in my town. We had: no
water, electricity -or ‘clinics, ‘" The government provided:
bars rather than dany services for the people. B
In thé church, up until ‘the 1970s most priests used to
tell the community to be grateful that they were poor.

- We were supposed to- be quiet and accept the way of -

life- we ‘had, because we would “reach the kingdom: of
God ” Take Oscar Romero, he was a very conservative
man. It was we who showed him how we lived, how
people worked from day to night with miserable
wages. How the patrons took “interest” out of peas:
ants’ wages, how we:lived in houses made of card-
board, and how the workers and peasants were
mass ¢red whenever they wanted to form a union. I
think these struggles and the growth of workers’
strikes in the 1970s had a great impact on Romero
and many other priests. '

The iyouth in our country are the most watched by :
the government. The army catches them violently in
the stre¢ets or at home and then claims they have disap-
peared. Many of the youth: who are held prisoners:are
forced to train ag soldiers and if they desert the army;

‘they will be assassinated. The ‘draftees are supposed to

be allowed: to leave after completmg one year of mili-
tary service but the government orders them to stay
longer. And if-they leave they will be kllled or' their’
families are threatened.

Many Salvadoran women have now started “Las
Comadres,” which is an organization of women that

- demands freedom for the disappeared. So many of

our children are assassinated by the government
and then their faces are disfigured so we can’t iden-
tify them. But the mothers still identify their ehild--
ren. We pubhsh a monthly bulletm ‘with testnnomes ,

Drawing by a 7-year-old Salvadoran deplctmg an
army attack on ‘his vdlage

and we need help in pubhclzmg these. cases.
Those of us Salvadorans who come to the U.S. don’t

 come for économic reasons but-to at least defend our

lives. But we have no real life here. If we want to study |
we need residency papers. We work. in factories for $2
an hour. If you have a family of three or four kzds, how |
can you manage to live on that? - ‘
The - U.S.. government gives one and a half rmlhon [
day. That money should be used for people here. And
I've been to a lot of nexghborhoods in the U.S. which
are poor and dllapldated
What we need is. a dlalogue between the people, be-
cause our governments aren’t going to listen to the peo-
ple. North Americans have the obligation to stop the
U S. govemment from giving arms to-El Salvador. o
~—Pilar

Hebrew Natlonal s sad end

New York, N.Y.—After picketing Hebrew Nation-
al's Queens plant for a year after. it closed down, we
gave up. the picket 'line in June. The company had

a new contract with major give-backs. In return for our
trying to hold the line in the industry, we all lost our
]obs Whether we will ever get any compensation is still
in court..I blame-the union for letting the ‘company pay
people less to do our jobs somewhere: else. There ‘is. now
no Hebrew National in New York except for the name.
1 spent 18 years in the plant, and the meat line was
so hard. It’s almost impossible to find jobs in meatpack-
ing in New York, especially for women; and those who -
found new jobs are getting half the pay. The year of
being unemployed was the worst year of my life. T've
taken a clerical job. and it's hard to get adjusted. It

‘took minimum: wage jobs in McDonald’s, some  still’
don’t-have jobs; some are waiting for openings in meat-
packmg - —Black woman meatpacker
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Oscar Mayer S safety plan balone

M adzson, Wise. —I’d like to tell you what recently

- came down the pike at the Oscar Mayer plant here. In

December, 1981; two men were seriously injured when a

. 15,000 volt- power substation panel-exploded. Both men.
Jost right arms . and had  serious injuries to their left

hands. They sued the company.

‘ It took nearly six years to be brought to trial. The
jury: awarded them $2.5 million, which _can’t be collect-
~ed. It seems that you can’t sue your employer in the
- State ‘of Wisconsin if you collect workers compensation.

"This makes me sick.
The Oscar Mayer spokesman had the nerve to say af-
“We. have’ established a safety pro-

Detrort teachers strike

- Editor’s note: Nearly 12,000 Detroit pubhc school teachers

"were on strike from. Aug. 31 until Sept. 21. While on strike,

one teacher gave the following story to News & Letters: . -
‘Detroit, Mich.—Children are at the bottom in our

' somety because they have no political power. In all are-
as—prenatal -care, day- care, schools; abused children— -

money and programs. are grossly madequate
‘Class size- is 'so important becausé”the children ‘are

' human. beings, and with too many you cant always
- treat them like human beings.

“Teachers feel the school system doesn’t treat us hke

: adults That is- why the pay raise-is. important. We feel
_we are professmnals and need to be decision-makers, A
- “lot: of - picket 81gns read: “Teachers won't. finance ‘mis-

management ‘The Board’s chauffer-driven limousines

-are a small part of the whole budget, ‘but if -that money

-were used elsewhere, ‘say $100 for supplies for each

- classroom, it would make a difference to the kids.

Lack of supplies is another big issue. We all spend

~our Own money for basic items like paper and pencils.
- Legally, the school is supposed to furnish all supplies,
' 8o we can’t even ask for anything fromthe community!

:“How much good does it do to be out? I really want to

, go back, and T want my daughters back in school, but if
- teachers: don’t take a stand ‘we ‘are saying that it's OK
, to be treated as'we are.

—Detrmt teacher

" No borders for workers

Oklahoma City, Okla. —After reading in the

&% UAW pdper Solidarity what GM is doing, it is very im-
" portant:to get: a message to all- workers, especially in -
" -the U.S. and Mexico. GM is' letting 30,000- workers go, .
_ then going to Mexico- and hmng people who make an
~average of $4 a day. This is an-insult to all workers.

“Why should these people who have the same needs:and

!;perform the same manual labor as- U.S. workers not be
glven the same benefits which they deserve?

is: why ‘we need to; change: things as a whole in

~ thJS capitalist :system. Maybe the first step is to get an’
international labor panel. We need to be under workers”

control and let the companles like the big car makers

- change. Even though ‘one worker - makes 55 cents-an

hour and another makes’ $13.00 an hour, the price tag
-on.the cars is the same. So that should make all work-

" ers see that the rich get richer and the workers are the

ones who suffer all the inhurnan injustice; . .
We need to'stop these boundaries. No matter where a
worker works—in the ‘U.S., Mezxico, South Korea, Ja-

- pan, Canada and so forth——we all have the same needs

and big business needs every one of us just as much So

mstead of just getting mad at ‘each other, just as capi-
m wants, we need to ‘stand:tall on -all .continents-

- 'and stand: firm, employed and’ unemployed and make

our needs and wants known

.-were told ‘it’s_our open house and the company wants

labor archives in 1985 covermg the period from 1941

ik —Woman. worker -

Like hell They dont care. The safety prognam consists

of a mix of company personnel and a few union officials.
They meet for coffee donuts, and chxt-chat That’s all T-
see. v ,
They . have a game gomg where if you work S0 many
days you get a prize or a meat markeét certificate. The'
top prize is $20 for: the ‘meat market or a: cooler or beer

“steins! But they have not replaced either gu s’ arm

We have sewers backed up and have [to walk in

“water to get to the production area. We have hinges
' on doors falhng off. We can’t afford ne\T knives or
b

sharpeners The  company calls people back from
workers’ compensation with carpal tunndl syndrome -
or any hand or arm surgery and say they‘ can handle
any JOb They put people on trucking wrth one arm.’
This is dangerous

They ‘deny you get hurt at work when §u go. to the
nurse bent over from slipping on the. greasy floor and
falling over barrels. They deny you workers’ compensa-
tion and put you on sick leave. You save them over
$100 per week this way, nof to mention the seniority
you save them for future benefits. It's a h tragedy.

On Oct. 3, the company is having open house for ‘the

immediate famlhes of employees. In our ‘pdychecks, we
volunteers to help staff it. They want people to have

" their. photos taken for the Guinness Book of World

Records with the largest stick of bologna being carried
to the smoke house to serve at the open house. T don’t.

, feel all the bologna at Oscar Mayer is in that one cas- :

Lo v - “Muckraker”, S)scar Mayer
. k Local 538, Madison

Internatronal Labpr and

‘ Edttors note: The. following review is: exce ted from In-
ternational Labor. and Workmg Class History (No. 31,
Spring, 1987, pp. 124 129) The  review' focused jon-two books
by Raya Dunayevskaya: Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Lib-
eration; and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (Atlantic
Highlands, N.J.: -Humanities - Press, 1982) and Women’s
Liberation and the Dialectics of Revolutx?h Reaching
for the Future. (Atlantic -Highlends, N.J. Humanities
Press. International, 1985) Both books ‘can also be ordered
from N&L. - '

Because of lts often critical bite, its controverslal

* .political standpoint even within Mamsrh, the sheer

scope of her endeavor, and her position OPtSIde acade- -
mia, Raya*Dunayevskaya’s work has ]ust begun to get
the type of discussion which it deserves in|radical intel-
lectual - circles. More ‘and -more people have found her
concept of dialectic*to be a vantage point from which to
assess critically  both “vulgar’ dete: istic: . Marxism
and “Western Marxism.” Some of those tho were un- -
willing to ~accept either Marcusean one- i i
or Althusserian antihumanism and yet soyght ‘a philo-
sophical foundation for Marxism, have found themselves
increasingly drawn to the work of Dunayevskaya in the
1980s. -

Her work has also gamed more - atte) Llon recently
from labor hxstonans, as seen in the extensi ’

on, much of it available on-microfilm as

- nayevskaya Collection. Her newest bock lunder review
- here; Women’s Liberation and the Dialectics of Revo-

lution, is a selection of some of her material on women
from those Wayne State archives. This and ‘her 1982
book on Rosa Luxemburg and Marx are such a culmina- -
tion of a_ lifetime of work that it is necessary to look
briefly at the development of her thought 3s a whole.

‘As ﬂlus’crated by her thirty-year collabo atxon in De-

.. I graduated from high school in 1930 ond was thrust
into what became known-as thé “Great Depresswn »
Things we take for granted today—unemployment in-
surance, soctal security, and even- the basic relief pro-

of work...In. that context, -the radicalization of  the
,workmg class  became -inevitable. Street corner meet-

| lings were held everywhere with appeals to the emotwns
~of the unemployed by every radical tendency...

:Leather Workers Union, the International Ladies Gar-
“ment Workers Union, and:the Amaigamated Clothing -

Teachers Union. The birth of the CIO gave new life to
the labor movement. The self-developing idea permeat-

_ed the movement. I can recall incidents where a dele-

| gation would show up at the union office and tell us,

. “We have formed a union- and walked off the job.
Come outandslgnusup L John F. Dwyer

: ’ “Notes on the 1930s”

ing from the early 1920s on the impact of the
Russian Revolution on American workers, and
‘materials available nowhere else on the devel-
opment of Trotskyism ‘in' America in the
1930s. The papers also cover the origins of

Dwyer  writing as a Marxist-Humanist from
[ the 19508,1:0 the ]1980s.~_ -

Gulde to the John Dwyer Collectlon is avallable for $2 from
S News & Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, Room 707 Chlcago, IL 60605l

- grams—were unknown, and millions of people were out

At various “times. 1. organized for the Shoe. and o

Workers. In Lynn, Massachusetts, we founded the first

Dwyers collection includes documents dat-

state-capitalist theory in the 1940s, and show .
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(Contmued from page 1) ‘

’ Gate plant, 1 had a chance to see GM’s openmg con-
. tract offer to the UAW, which it was callmg a:“concep:

tual proposal.” GM’s" “new” concept is the same old".

. concept. of speeding up the line and maklng the workers

work harder-—but it does have some “new” ideas about

“NEW” IDEAS MEAN MORE SPEED-UP

GM is proposmg no wage increase, ‘but only lump-sum

. added payments in each ‘year of the contract. For the
~second and third years these sums will be tied to quali-
" ty/productivity targets..Only at plants where these tar-

gets have been met or’exceeded will workers receive the
lump-sum payment. And only at. those same plants w1ll )
workers be safe from “outsourcing,” or GM moving its
work to outside suppliers.” .
GM _used to “talk to us about quahty/productrv;ty
standards. - We - used’ to strike: GM" until - they hired
enough workers to produce a quality product, but in the
1960s the public started to believe General Motors that

- we workers were just * ‘strike happy.”

We gave up, and the quality of the cars went to

hell. How can workers put:out quahty work. when -
. GM controls the number of workers.on the lme, and
~_the speed of the production line?

I am not the only auto worker, retired. or still sweat-
ing on the’ line, who is. disgusted with the crumbs. the"
company feeds us; and the way the union bureaucrats.
OK more speed-up, more sweat and blood extracted -

from the workers Workers are thinkers as well as work-
ers, and we cannot.leave our fate in the hands of the al-. -

ien class of management and bureaucrats.

Working Class Hrstory

troit with auto-worker Charles Denby, author of Indig- -

nant Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, until his .
‘death in 1983; Raya Dunayevskaya has been a commit- - -

ted 'intellectual as a Hegelian Marxist, as a fen_nmst
and as a lifelong‘activiSt in revolutionary groups. Born

"in Russxa, she became active as a teenager in the 1920s

in ‘the. Communist party in Chicago, especially in the
black Marxist movement and its remarkable but httle
known weekly paper; The Negro Champion. = .

Her early break with Stalinism took Dunayevskaya
into the Trotskyist movement, where she éventually be-

-came -a secretary to Leon Trotsky in Mexico during the
“Moscow Trials in '1937-38, only -to" break with him as
~well in 1939 at the. time of ‘the “Hitler-Stalin Pact: and

the outbreak of World War II, when Trotsky continued

 to-consider Russia to be “a workers’ state, though de-

generate.” In: the 1940s shie developed a theory of state
capitalism, writing articles on this for New Internatlon-

: al and- American Economi¢ Review...

Dunayevskaya dates her formulatlon of thls new
concept. of dialectics to two key. events of ‘the -early

. 1950s: (1) The ‘massive 1949-50 coal miners’ strike
‘against automatjon and-against. the bureaucratic. leader-

ship of John L. Lewis in West Virginia in which she
was a participant, as recently recorded for the first time
in her 1984 pamphlet (co-authored with former miner

. 'Andy Phillips), The Coal Miners’ General Strike of .
1949-50 and the Birth of Marxist-Humanism‘in the -~
US: (2) The. East Berlin workers’ uprising of 1953,

coming almost immediately on the heels of Stalin’s
death, and signifying, in her  view, nothing less than
“the beginning of the end of Russian totalitarianism.”- =
- Since 1957, .in her Marxism and Freedom, Raya Du-
nayevskaya has sought ' to" réconstruct- Marxism- along ¥
humanist and Hegelian lines. She has not hesitated, as .
in her Philosophy and-Revolution ((1973), to critically
appropriate the culmination of Hegel's “system,” his ab-
solutes, turning. it into what she terms “absolute nega-

" tivity as new beginning,” and wntmg “In Hegel’s Abso-

lutes there is embedded, though in abstract form, the

“fully developed ‘social individual,’ to use Marx’s phrase, -

and what- Hegel called mdlwduahty ‘purified ‘of all that -
interfered with its universalism, i.e. freedom itself.>”... -~
Rosa Luxemburg, Women’s Liberation and. Marx 8.

' Philosophy of Revolution is a wide-ranging book, the

first part of which presents an-important critique of -

"Rosa Luxemburg, who is much praised but whose theo- -
‘ries have been seldom’ discussed. Dunayevsakya not

only presents a serious critique of Luxemburg’s Accu-

- -mulation of Capital, but also brings the ‘whole theoreti-

cal discussion alive by connecting Luxemrg to wom-
en’s liberation; to the Third World and: to Polish and
German mass strikes. © :

While not all readers will be satlsﬁed that Duna- o

yevskaya has uncovered enough empirical evidence to
give Rosa Luxemburg a “feminist dimension,” to debate’
only at that level is not really the point, because for
Dunayevskaya the whole purpose of brmgmg in the rev-

- olutionary woman theorist Luxemburg is what she con-
siders “the need for today’s Women’s Liberation' Move- ' -

ment to absorb Luxemburg’s. revolutionary dimension,
not for history’s sake but for their demands of the day,
including autonomy” (ix). Dunayevskaya has, certainly

~ challenged previous work both by serious Luxemburg

scholars (such as J. P. Nettl) and by those feminist the-
orists—including Marxlst femlmsts——who contmue to 1g-

- nore Luxemburg...

In the last sectxon of Rosa Luxemburg, she issues a
challenge to non-Marxists as well as all Marxists by ar-
guing that only our period can fully understand the veal

Marx as a humanist who, not just in 1844, but in his
.1881-82 Ethnolog;cal Notebooks laid a tra:l for our

(Contmued on page 4)
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/Raya Dunayevskaya and the 1979 Iraman Revolutlon

by Azadkar

Raya Dunayevskaya is'a household name among the

- Iranian: revolutionaries. Her philosophy  of - Marxist-Hu-

 manism, which she founded and developed for over 30
- years: will, rio ‘doubt; have a profound influence on the

““new generation of Iranian revolutionaries who are given
_the historic task of building a mew human society from
“the rubble to which Khomeini has reduced Iran today. -
My relationship with Raya was forged late in 1978

o ir.durmg the heat of the Iranian Revolution. I was a
‘i young student then ‘and had participated in the now

.. -historic Iranian student movement for several years.
‘The revolution had struck and shattered the student
““movement into. pleces "We were: caught unprepared.
We knew what we were. fighting against, but not
. what we were fighting for.. Th1s was . true both in
: ‘»'practxce and in theory..
w1 'had just broken with a Marxist ‘wing of the Iranian
" National Front that was" founded by Dr. Mohammad

Mossadegh, Iran’s Nationalist prime minister who was

‘overthrown- in- 1953 through a CIA-orchestrated - coup

" that brought the Shah back to power.

Thus T had,” along witha few: frrends begun looking
for somethmg new, ‘more . meanmgful and profound “to
match: the greatness of that ongoing - revolution. We

--were scrambling around, each on our own initiative, to

-find new: theories ‘and new ideas. We were reading- and
. translating - anything tlkat we felt was important, from
= Lukacs i to -Karl “Korsch “to the Frankfurt School and

7 from psychoanalvsts {0 anarchists.

It was at this point in- mid-1978 that I was mtroduced
<to News and Letters ‘and Raya Dunayevskaya’s works. -

‘At first I did not realize the profoundness. of Marxist-." -

: Humamsm as’a phllosophy I had liked the state-capi-
.- talist: position on Russia and the fact that Raya had
supported Mossadegh in ‘the -1950s.. But. she also gave

: -me a vantage point to look at Karl Marxs early: writ-

ings known as hig Humanlst Essays of 1844.. v
December 28, 1978 is the most important date in my

: ;_fllfe It was the ‘date that I had chosen for my return to
“Tran to join the revolution, I had told myself “you have -

read and talked enough- about ‘the revolution.. Now, it is

time 'to ‘act. Now " you must throw your -life on the -

3PN L

& scales of destiny.
" 1 had already translated Raya’s Nov 13 letter to the
Jlate ‘Charles Denby, entitled “Iran’s Revolutionary Past

- “and Present” which I had found to be thought-provok- -

@ mg and wanted:to smuggle into Iran. ,

But T did not know that: Raya had invited me to stop
“.in Detroit and see her on’ my way to Iran I accepted
~ her_invitation gladly. :

‘ It was a ¢old and. rainy ‘day in Detrmt when I was -
" “prought’ to Rayas residence. It ‘was a- petite ‘but warm

©woman who greeted me with open arms and a smile.
“She gave me the impression of a-classic- revolutlonary
like the ones I had read about in the books.

"..“At the dinner table she kept repeating the word

'“emjumane,”, but I could not: understand Later she

Internat:onal Labor rewew r

S (Contmued on page 3)
[ day This mcluded ‘a conception of revolutions oceurring

~.first in technologically backward lands. ~
By connecting Marx’s Ethnological Notebooks to his

~writings on Russia in his last decade, Dunayevskaya ar-
~gues that Engels” preoccupation with the “origin” of the

. family and of class society was not Marx’s. She holds
- that Marx was looking at non-European society and its
- communal structuré—whether in primitive tribal socie-
- ties: such as those described in Morgan's Ancient Socie-.

o ty, or in a pre-capitalist ‘class society. such as India—to

o explore not origins of humanity but new pathways to

social revolution, continuing and deepening the discus-

Tl slon begun in-the Grundrisse on the: Asiatic mode of

productlon. Marx was also pointing to women as a revo-

: “ lutionary subject, _not‘ten thousand years ago; but in his
~-. period. -In short, these were multilinear paths of devel-
~» ~opment -toward social revolution mvolvmg ‘women, peas-

. ants, and minorities. .

. Women's, Liberation ennches the discussion begun
v f?by Rosa Luxemburg... -

~ . Part 8, “Sexism, Pohtncs and Revolutlon—Japan,
Portugal Poland Chma, Latin -America—Is There an
‘Orgamzatlonal Answer?” contams a-1966 report on Du-
' nayevskaya’s ‘trip of that year ‘to Japan, including a

. first-hand “account -of worker resistance in:Toyota City.
' gShe reported the special bitterness of those workers -
-« against Toyota’s barracks-hke discipline. The rest of the

-articles here are from the 1970s" and 1980s, offering a

= critical world view of women and revolution.

Part 4 is strlctly on dialectical philosophy, interweav-
‘it with ‘women’s ‘liberation. It begins with an inter-

ffvlew “On ithe Family, Love Relationships and the New
S Socnety,

but perhaps the most ground-breaking piece
~‘bere 'is “Marx’s and. Engels’ Studies Contrasted: The

, ;‘,'Relatlonshlp of Philosophy and Revolution to Women'’s
- Liberation.” Dlmayevskaya singles ‘out -the- importance

“ to her of this article in her introduction: “I found that

L Marx’s heretofore unknown Ethnological Notebooks

- disclosed ‘a deep gulf between Marx and his closest col-

..~ laborator, Engels, whose unilinear view has nothing in

common with ‘Marx’s multilinear view of human devel-
“opment. All too many of today’s Women’s Liberationists

" have rejected ‘Marxism® as if Engels’ Origin of the

~“Family was Marx’s’ v1ew, w1thout ever digging mto
;Marx s Marxism” (12).., -7

- .7 Her voluminous" wntmgs open up many new points of

i departure for rad:cal h:stonans and social theonsts m

dug out a book ‘by Ivar Spector about the 1905 Rus-
sian Revolution and its impact on the East. She
: found the misspelled word “Anjoman,” meaning so-

viet, that was & spontaneous form of organization

" during the 1906-11 Iranian Revolution. In Iran the

Anjomans included peasants and for- the first time in
history women had formed their secret Anjomans as.

well, and played an important role in keeping the
_ constitutional ' movement from submitting to the

pressures by forelgn powers and the clergy to dlvert
the revolution:

. By -pointing out Anjomans, Raya was trymg bo bnng :
my attention to the importance of the role that both
the- spontaneously born mass orgamzatlons and women -
had played in keeping the revolution ongoing. She gave

me Spector’s book to read on my way to Iran and her
last words to me were, “If you make any speeches, say

enough to get arrested but not killed!”
"1 spent about six months in Iran. Those were the :

most- revolutionary ‘months of the Iranian revolution,
before it began to be subsunf®d by Khomeini’s counter-
revolution that had reared its ugly head: from thhm

the revolution itself.

During those months Freedom was most touchmg and
truthful. The activity and creativity -of the masses in-

‘volved every man, woman and child. Even the infants -
had learned as their first words “Marg bar Shah”:
(“Down with the Shah”) and would dance to the tune

of “Revolution! Liberation!” to which Khomeini’s sup-

porters. added “and Islamic Republic.” That was the be- o

ginning ‘of the end of the Iranian' Revolution.
After the Shah’s regime was toppled in a three-
day. insurrection in February, 1979, the first group

that challenged Khomeini’s rule ‘was women who -
came to the streets by the thousands to celebrate In- -
- ternational Women's Day, March 8-10. They were
~ opposing the wearing of chador (Islamic veil) that’
-Khomeini had decreed in a speech. Their slogan was

“We did not make the revolution to go backward.”
The spontaneous “shoras” (soviets or: councils) was

the' new name for a widespread form of organization -
that had come to the scene months before the over-
throw of the Shah and had been'in the" forefront of
- every .revolutionary act. It included workers: (both oil
workers .of the south and seasonal and unemployed

workers), peasants, women, students, teachers, artists,

ete. Marxists ‘and other Leftist groups were involved in
“most of these mass organizations, But Islam had also

taken an ideological shape and was confrontmg the Left

. aggressively. -
In March, Raya had begun the first of the series of -
Political-Philosophic - Letters . on Iran. It was entitled-
- “Iran: Unfoldment: of, and Contradictions in; Revadlu- -
“tion.” When I look back now, this was the most revol- "
tionary manifesto that evér was written for the Iranian:’
Revolution, something comparable only to Marx’s: 1850
Address to the Communist League after the defeat of -
the 1848-49 revolutions -in Europe. That address ends -
“Revolution in Perma- -

with the workers battle cry:
nence!”

'When the issue of News & Letters came to Iran car-
rying- Raya’s  essay, it had a picture of a train with the -
word revolution on it and Khomeini trying to stop it. In"

that atmosphere we did not even dare.to publish it with

. that picture, I'finally translated that with the help of

another comrade, but it took several months before it
could be distributed in Iran.

In that essay Raya pointed out the new forces and ’

new passions that were trying to open a second chapter

of the Iranian Revolution; they included women, work: '.
‘ers, Kurds and the revoliitionary  Left with a need to -
hew out a philosophy to challenge the Islamic ideology -
that had posed itself as a philosophy of revolution. She -
also pointed to the danger that lay ahead, when the
Left ‘was reducing the contradictions to a mere anti-im-.
“perialism. . L
-Raya followed that with four more Letters mclud-
ing ““What is Philosophy? What is Revolution?”
.-which dug into the very process of creatmg a revo-
lutionary theory. In June 1979, when I came back to .

MARXIST HUMANISM
PERSPECTIVES
"ON LABOR

A speclal issue of the Quarterl

Journal of Ideology ;
Volume 10 - Number 4 - 1986

it $5.00 (+75¢ postage)

Authors include: Raya Dunayevskaya and
Zagorka Golubovic, dissident
philosopher, Belgrade Univ.

'Essays on: Eleanor Marx in Chicago
~ CIO - Then and Now
Dmlectlcs of the Concrete

Order from News & Letters, 59 E Van Buren,
- “Room 707, Chicago, IL 60605 o

the US Raya had hoped that our- small group of &y
Tranian revolutionaries. could get to work: on devel-

' oping such a theory by digging deep into her own

philosophy of Marxist-Humanism. She wrote me:
“Welcome back to Marxist-Humanistland...and per-

haps we ican 'work out the next stage, beit a Rus- l

sian April or Iranian fall!”

" :She then went on to propose a study group w1th spe- :
“cific suggestions of readings from her works:

. We began the study group months later and it devel- :
oped into an Iranian Marxist-Humanist tendency which

we called Anjoman-e-AzadL ‘For four ‘years we put out a
paper called Eghelab wva Azadi (Revolution and Libera-

. tion) and have since translated and published some of
Rayas wntmgs including all the Pohtxcal-Plnlosopluc

(Contmued on page 5)
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e Fwe h\mdred people demonstrated in front.of § -
the’ Arlington Helghts Army Reserve Base in 1I- |
linois, on ‘Aug. 22, to oppose the U.S. govern-
ment’s: sendmg of army reserves and national |
" guards to Central America to: aid the contras.
“Many ¢limbed over the Base fence desplte 1mm1- :
nent arrests by the police. :

Llfe today on the Yaqun
Indian reservatlon

Chtcago Il—-—I’m a 21-year-old Mexican- Amencan’ o

‘ student and Pve recently returned from working this

summer on a Yaqul Indian reservation in Tucson, Ari-

-‘zona. My’ expenence ‘there. was a very: mterestmg ‘one

because 1:got ‘a chance to see what life is like on a res-:
ervation; Although the Yaqui Indians aren’t as poor as
many other tribes in the US, they have many prob-r 5
lems, polltlcally, socially and economxcally o

Tension was felt throughout the reservation among
families. Yaquis were fighting Yaquis because -of politi- |
cal differences. There were groups who opposed what -~
the newly-elected  Tribal Council was doing to people. -

The new Council was transferring people and replacing.

‘them with their own people; either relatives or strong
political supporters of the new Council. The new Coun-
cil has also suspended two Council members who had

. worked eight years w1th people. People were outraged.

"The Yaquis have been recognlzed as a tribe since’ .
1979. In ovrder for a tribe to receive any government:
asmstanoe it must-have a tribal constitution. A con-
stitution was: submitted to ‘Congress but. it did not
win Washington’s approval The constitution had ‘to

‘be modified “to assure technical sufficiency in com-
" pliance with Buréau policy and ‘clarity.” These modi- E
~fications made by ‘Congress did not meet the needs- _
- of ‘the’ Yaqul ‘people. The Yaquis: are still trying to

_ come up with a constitution that will satisfy the Bu-'

reau of" l!ndlan Affan‘s ‘as well as the needs of the-

Yaqui people

* Politics isn't the only problem W1th the tribe.. Unem-? :
ployment is high- among the.Yaquis which has led to &

b fhlgh incidenceof alcohol “and . drug” abusé" and, sad té-
' say, wife jand child. abuse. The suicide rate among the

‘Native' Americans: is the highest in the country. In ‘the
first three weeks I was there, there were three suicide -
attempts and one ‘actual suicide.: The teenage pregnancy

“rate” ishigh,-as it is everywhere elsein the U.S. Dia- -
" betes and; h;gh blood pressure are. the two most preva- :
~lent diseases. '

I saw alot of energy and a lot of potentlal in the klds J

and it was 4’ shame to-see “that some: parents ' didn%-

treat their kids as’individuals. There wasnt ‘much dig- -

% logue between parent and child.

The high school youth hated"school and many
dropped -out, ‘with many still not: knowing how to
read well. Some said they dropped out because of

“the: teachers;: others said it ‘was’ ‘Beécause of the other -

students who called’ them names and made raclst ‘

» : comments about them being Indians.

I “can'.gee that whatever: our U.S: government ‘ap-"
proves o1 dlsapproves has' nothmg to. do-with “how:
things are. going to affect people. It ‘doesn’t matter to
them that people can’t read or write well; that people
are unemployed and are comrmttmg suicide. But people -
aren’'t stupld They have eyes to see corruption, ears to
hear the cries of the oppressed:people, and mouths te

. speak the! truth, I truly believe that there is room anda 1
. hope for the emergence of new movements, new begin- -
+nings and new dxmensmns m the struggle for human lib:

erat:on 1; R R e
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MeXIcan workers msplre U.Ss. orgamzer

The followmg are excerpts from an interview that News

‘& Letters conducted with Antonio Orea, a garment wor{eer
organizer in Los Angeles, about his recent trip to Mexico. -

What he told us about the rank-and-file struggles there

“showed the human dimension that the big labor bureau-

crats here-have forgotten: all about ~— Felix Martin, Labor
Editor.. -

Los Angeles, Cal.—1 was in Puebla, Mexico, in

= July. That’s where VolksWagen is - located—and every

tlme I go there, they're on strike!
There are about 12,000 workers and they are strong.

" They have an independent union, not part of the CTM,

the labor federation associated with Mexico’s ruling par-
ty, the PRI On strike, they work together with a lot of

community organizations. The students make their pos- -

“.ters. This year they received solidarity from Volkswagen

~workers in Germany. The company in Germany was
trying to make the German workers speed up for more .
production,. because of the Mexico strike, but the Ger-

man workers refused. ,
At a strike rally in Puebla, I met two women from

‘the 19th of September Garment Workers Union in
-Mexico City. I went to Mexico City with them, and

they invited me to a “plantén.” That’s like a rally

" with speakers talking to the people about their

struggle. They do this a few times every week. The
women go on the streets and in the buses, telling
people. who  they are, and. asking for donations.

. There is ' much more involvment in addressing other

workers than we see here in the U.S.
I met the Executive Committee of the union, and it’s

&

all women, no men! In Mexico City, women have to .
overcome a lot of obstacles to get involved and take -

over a leadership position. Angelina Corona is the Presi-

- dent of the Union. (See July, 1986 N&L). She was a

garment worker for 30 years. Now she’s well known in

Mexico. -
" The women told me that thelr blggest obstacle to or-
gamzmg now is not the employers, but the official un-

ions, the CTM. The CTM has even sent goons to scare
people away from joining an independent union. 8
‘But the women are continuing their work. Now
they are building a day care center for their mem-
bers. They don’t'even have a building for offices yet.

That shows their priorities are with their members,

and getting them involved. That’s a good lesson for
me. Here in Los Angeles we don’t have a day care
center for our members, and that makes it 1mposs1-
ble for some women to get involved actively in the
union.

I see the explmtatlon of the garment workers in Mex—

ico City, and T also see it in the U.S. With the new im- .
-migration law, the exploitation will be even 'greater..

Conditions are becoming worse and worse. People can
only be pushed so far. There will be a social explosion.
1’8 very mspmng to see the workers in Mexico, fighting

" and organizing themselves It gives me more energy for

the work we do here;

~ Chile: end Pinochet’s 14 bloody years!

New York, N.,Y.—‘-sépt. 11 marked the 14th anniver-. -

sary of the military coup in Chile. Here there were
speeches and music at several events attended by Chile-
an exiles and their North American and international
supporters. A major theme was solidarity- with political
prisoners in Chile, 14 of whom are on death row.

A subject of intense debate here, as in Chile, is the
role of the Left in the upcoming plebiscite which the

_dictator Pinochet has called over whether to hold
" elections or keep himself in power. The traditional
Left is in crisis over whether to vote against him or '
- to refuse to vote, especially since they will not be al-

lowed to run in any elections, and the mass mobili-
zations of a few ‘years ago have lessened under in-

i creasmg repressmn

Veronica. de Negri, an exile who has contmued her

struggle against the dictatorship and whose son, Rodri- .

go Rojas, was burned to death by the Chilean army last
year, addressed a- Sept. ‘11  meeting here: She spoke in

~ -opposition to the plebiscite, saying -that those who think

[ 1973 letter on Chile |

Editor’s note: Below we print -excerpts: from a letter: on
Chile written by Raya: Dunayevskuya to. News and Letters
Committees on .Sept. 13 1973 — two days after the mllztary

coup.

This is the most tragic ‘day in' the history of Latin
America. In 1970 when Salvador Allende was elected

president of Chile, it appeared that Cuba would by no-

means be the only ‘country that was able to defeat
American imperialism and Batista. Now the bloody vic-
tory of the military coup and the horrible murder of Al-
lende is a victory of counter-revolution that, ‘though it
falls ‘mainly on the Chilean masses, will by no means
end there. Indeed, it is a ‘start of counter-revolution not

~only in Latin America, but in U.S. unpenallsms conti-

nued stranglehold on Latin America...

. The tragedy; unfortunately, has become fact, not only
because of the oligarchy that resisted Allendes cultural
reforms the comprador bourgems1e which was' in collu-

- .sion w1th,U S. imperialism against the nationalization of
* basic industries, and the fascistic Patria y Libertad (Fa- '
“therland and Liberty), but also because of the grand il-

lusion  of - reformism. -Because ' Allende gained power

through a popular election and parliamentary means, he

thought he could rule with the military intact as if they
would obey him just because he was the du]y elected -
“commander-in-chief.”

Worse still, he did not create a workers’ militia

. for self-defense, for coping with the counter-revolu-

tion that was ‘preparing its coup ever since he

' 'gained power, for making sure that workers’ control
-“of production and not_just the nationalization of in-
. dustry would be the omnly guarantee of socialism.

This was a sure way of guarantéeing that instead of a

civil war, we would have a massacre.

‘As usual with Communists, they were instrumental. in
keeping the workers unarmed; in making sure that

everybody lived under democrauc ‘delusion .by having

their central slogan, “No Civil War.”
‘Now the masses—peasants, granted some cultural re-
form, the workers, freed from imperialist stranglehold in

‘the industries that would now be controlled by strong

unions and the poor in general—will fall into the great-

- est crisis and retrogression, not-excluding death..How '
many are -being-shot without anyone knowing? How -

many are being rounded up for prison, for exile, for ter-
ror,. for mutilation?..What about the Party that so-de-
luded themselves about democracy that they have not
prepared any underground way of functioning?..Will
anyone in-the Left learn not just to be against what is,

but. to create such foundatmns for human relatlons that

............

practzce, phllosophy and revolution, workers’ rale: un- .
[T TRCRT IR h I LYTITEE S o p L i SoE i i

it is normal to discuss “dlalogue and elections with the
dictator, are.forgetting the masses in the shantytowns;

. the Mapuche Indians; the thousands of disappeared, the :
thousands arrested, the women and the youth who are
every day putting their ‘bodies on the line in opposition-
to the government. She called for unity among the con- -

tinuously “warring Left groups, and for support for a
general strike on Oct. 7. She concluded, “We don’t want
the solution of Argentina, we want justice,”

_ A recent -visitor to Chile described the extreme re-
pression- going on there now, a throwback to the

“.days of mass murder immediately after the coup. ‘

Even members of the Vicarate of Solidarity of the

_ Catholic Church, ‘which used. o be considered invio-

late, have been jailed and prosecuted under anti-ter-
rorist laws for aiding others,
She criticized the traditional Left for lacking the will

to show an alternative.to the plebiscite. Only the small

parties, she' said, arecalling for mass mobilizations of
the population, and. the defenseé groups in the shanty-

~.towns are smaller than a few years ago because workers

are afraid to join, But more and more exiles are return-
ing:to. Chile, legally or illegally, and the spontaneous so-

. cial organizations in ‘the shantytowns continue to be

formed.-

——News & Letters photo
More than 200 people picketed in front of the Chi-
lean Embassy in Chicago on the 14th anniversary
of the U.S.-backed military coup. The. partici-
pants-—Clnlean exiles, Argentinian, Mexican and
North American youth—were not only calling for
the overthrow of Pinochet but also of Reagan,

| without whose military support Pinochet could
not last in’ power.

Iraman Revolut:on

v (Contmued from page 4)
Letters on Iran.

~QOur latest work has-been the ﬁrst Farsx translation of

Karl Marx’s 1844 Economic-Philosophic Manuscripts
for which Raya wrote a special introduction. Others
both in Iran and abroad had independently translated
some of Dunayevskaya’s works.

Raya worked with many of us individually and partic-

ipated in several meetings w1th us. She. used. to say
“Iranians. have adopted me.’ Her presence. always

- helped give us direction. Her dialectical mind was al-'
ways at work. Sometimes you had to wait for the objec--
“tive events to unfold before you could understand- her:

thought. Her last words to me were: “I want you to be

- half ‘for; Iran, ha]f for America; and whole for philoso-

phy.”
‘be carried on in-its totality by live revolutionaries: Oth-

. erwise there may be decades before the world wmxld
~ discover Raya ‘Can we walt that long"

Subscrlbe to and wnte for
News & Letters' "
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That phllosophy, which is Marxist-Humanism, must.

(Contmued from page 1) :
my former idea of him as a torch-burning prophet of so- -

cial revolution... I marveled that any modern system of
social education could i ignore the man who stood like a

. great fixed monurnent in the way of the world.” {(p. 110) -

“The new form of expression that McKay struggled to

- work out after his trip to Russua was profoundly influ-

enced by his Russian experience. Not only did McKay's

creation of the Black proletarian novel anticipate Rich-

ard anht but its ‘influence on the founders of Negn-

- tude in Paris was direct and comprehenswe

RETURN TO HARLEM

With his return to New York in 1934 Claude McKay
began his last and- most arduous struggle. His -autobio-
graphical A Long Way From Home seemed ironic in
that McKay's last decade saw his greatest estrangement
from the Harlem he had called home. A nearly system-

“atic conspiracy to deny him publishing access arose due

to McKay's principled stand against Stalinism. and his
continuous - critique - of middle-class Black intellectuals
-and leaders, as well as the liberal hypocrisy of the white
pubhshmg world Yet his literary output had been. prod- -
igious in the period 1928-34. To be sure, McKay's home-

" coming to Harlem interjected him into a battle of ideas

over the nature of Russia and:the relationship, of the
Black commumty to Marxism.

The meamng of the Russian Revolutlon as the me-
diating point in McKay’'s thought is- brought into
sharper focus when viewed in the context of what
Raya Dunayevskaya has articulated as “post-Marx
Marxism as perjorative.” Here is what she singles -
out from McKay’s speech before the 1922 Fourth -
Congress of the Communist International to distin-
guish Marx’s relationship to the Black world from
what she designates as post-Marx Marxism: “When

- in 1920 the American government started to investi-

gate and to suppress radical propaganda among Neg-
roes, the small radical Negro groups in America re-

.taliated by publishing the fact that the Socialists

stood for the emancipation of the Negroes, and that™
reformist America could do nothing for them. Then, T

think, for the first time in American history, the
American Negroes found that Karl Marx had been

~interested in their emancipation, and had fought val-.

iantly for it.” At the same time, however, Dunayev-

- skaya quotes McKay as saying that the American

Communists *‘are not willing to face the Negro ques-
tion.”

What we cannot dismiss is that while McKay, like
Richard Wright after him, posed the question of the rel- .
ationship of the Black intellectual to Marxism and the
Party, they didn’t answer it. Missing was the full articu- -
lation of Marx’s phllosophy of revolution, a link which

- has only been worked out in the post-World War I pe-

riod ‘a8 Marxist-Humanism, The question is—and Coop-
er’s biography despite its conceptual limits does help us
to see it—what does McKay’s experience help us com-

.. prehend of the question he and Wright posed?

In my view, it lies in ‘what Dunayevskaya formulated
when she stated: “..Claude McKay rightly accused

~ American Communists of being unwilling “‘to face the -

Negro Question.” In a word, they too are products of
the bourgeois society in which they live and thus do not
see in full the contradictory foundation of American Ci-
vilization; its Achilles heel is enclosed not in the ‘gener- :
al’ class struggle, but in the specifics of the ‘additive’ of
color in these class struggles. Precisely because of this-
the theory of liberation must be as comprehensive: as
when Marx first unfurled the banner of Humanism.”

- {American Civilization on Trial, p. 26) In a word, Du-

nayevskaya’s dialectical grasp of the ‘meaning in the

“passion and personality of Claude McKay provides us *

with an altogether new ‘vantage point from which to
work out the inner relationship of Marx’s Mamsm to

Black thought and revolutionary aetmty
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' ~ the context of this “changed world” the-

PgeG

NEWS &

2+ “The threat of war looms Iarge The
military is now ‘paying: sailors" “danger-

~ = ous duty.” Opposite to that is the deep-

ening revolutionary situation areund the
world, South Africa, South Korea, Hai-
ti, opposition to war in Nicaragua. In

2

question -is: can-humanity become free
in- this. world of .revolutions and count-
- er-revolutions? The challenge has never

- been greater to develop a full praxis
- rounded in development of a total phil-

osophy - of human liberation. As founder
. of ‘Marxist-Humanism, Raya Dunayev-

‘ - skaya was the only one who took up

this challenge fully. We face the awe-
“some ' responsibility of becoming her
continuators.

We need to understand not only what .

she wrote but how it developed. Her fi-
nal -writings. were. a -constant return to
'Hegel Marx and her own philosophic
new beginnings. - The title: of her last

- Theory/Practice column—"“On Political

1914 on

: Divides and . Philosophic New Begin-
nings” is, to me, the key to what she
" was -getting at. Without' the philosophic
new beginning,- the meaning of ‘the po-
litical * divide ean’t. be’ discerned. We
cannot’ just mourn her loss. It is not a

queStion ~of the ~next generation, if we
_ don’t succeed.” Without working out phi- -
losphy -of revolution in theory and prac- .

tice, there might not be a next genera-
tion.

.- Gary Clark,

Los Angeles

* % K

Phllosophlc dmdes—whether Marx’s

new: continent of thought, or Lenin’s in

“transformation ‘into  oppo-

site”—were. profound and have  gone

“through “their own ' development  that

‘has ‘had -tremendous pull. Raya’s last

““Theory/Practice -column,. though ab-

- stract, ‘was compelled, I feel, because

.the Left has been so polluted in their
thinking by Reaganism. No one else has
caught the need for ‘second negation.”

- Black writer

* k%

" Al of us who are interested in the

substance of ‘Marx’s views are deeply

-indebted -to: Raya Dunayevskaya for the
way she persistently brought to the fore
‘the - practical -application of Hegeliar
dialectics and their humanist rootage in
‘Marx’s thought, We may question the
compatibility - of dialectics and “human-
-ism, but Raya:Dunayevskaya made us

-face the -question, and we owe her
~ much,

‘ Prof. Loyd Easton
Ohio Wesleyan Univ.

.- Delaware, Ohio
LR

'ﬁIn her article for an ‘East European;.

- journal, “A Post-World War II View of
" 'Marx’s ‘Humanism, 1843-83; Marxist

"~ Humanism, 1950s-1980s”" (N&L, July

. 1987), Dunayevskaya shows two sources

- of - counter-revolution: - Reaganism = and,
- more importantly, the Left. The focus,
. to-'me; ‘was on: Grenada and Castro’s
role. The source of the counter-revolu- -

tion ‘she is. stressing is the incomplete
Marxism -that - developed - after Marx’s

k “death, built on ‘the bad foundation of

~ Engels. 1 see Dunayevskaya challenging
'the ~whole " movement, .including those

.. worldwide -who- call. themselves Marxist
Humanists, to reconsxder their founda-. -

tion,
Envu'onmentahst
I : , Chicago
. Edltor’s Note:’ We regret the typo in

the . headline for the article mentiomed
. above, which appeared on pages 4-5 of

our Memorial issue of July 25, in which
- the words. “Marxist  Humanism” - were
- hyphenated, and should not have been.
We have consistently used the hypheii-

< - ated “Marxist-Humanism”, as one word,
to ~designate ‘Raya’ Dunayevskaya’s,
unique philosophy of revolution. -In the -

title to- this article 'which was. meant to
include all tendencies.that have called

‘themselves Marxist Humanists, she had -

not hyphenated the words It was our

-7 _eTTOr.

TE Kk

I would have liked very much to at-
‘tend the memorial meeting July 25. But

- potwithstanding the. thousands of miles

that separated us, I was there with you,

~comrades - who - pledged. themselves to

“‘carry far and wide the political-ideologi-
- cal ‘message and ideas of Marxist-Hu-
_mnanistn. Raya’s ‘unique’ contribution to

revolutionary Marxist thinking will for- -
ever remam her. redlscoverv of the Hu-

‘‘‘‘‘
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" action.”

- Qakland, California

‘POLITICAL DIVIDES, PHILOSOPHIC NEW BEGINNINGS'

" manism of the young Marx and placmgk

it'in the proper historical perspective of

. the general body of Marx’s teachings,

including post-Marx Marxism. -
Somehow I feel that Raya’s preoceu-
pation with philosophy and the dialec-
tics of theory/practice made her over-
look the very complicated problems
that the end of 20th century capitalism
had posed for the international working-
class movement. The character -and
composition of the working class; the
nature of capitalist production, consum-
erism, ecology and alienation, are just a
few of the problems...
: : Nahum Sneh
Beer-Sheva, Israel

cOkEE

The last paragraph. of the Essay for
the East Europedn journal, is very new
and difficult. Dunayevskaya critiques
the- idea of just saying “philosophy is
But it is we, Marxist-Human-
/ists, who are the ones who have been
saying that. What she is saying here is
that it is too much a . “short-
is not explicit enough. The multilinear-
ism of the post-World War I world—
‘new forces of revolution, new forms of

organization—could not be anticipated

in advance. When they came, they
didn’t fit ' any conceptions that the
many theories of Marxism had put for-
ward, all -of which were based on En-
gels’ Marxism. Raya is saying that you
have to see what philosophy will do for
you that mere theories won’t. :
Marxist-Humanist
Chicago

* % %

I am overjoyed to knowitbat an or-

ganization like the News and Letters
Committees exists in the U.S. I have al-
ways believed in the philosophy and
thought of Marx in achieving a better
society than we have today. I am a Fili-
pino studying Political Science, and
hope that an organization - like yours
‘might exist in my country. Please send

me more information about you and v

your ‘publication.
University student
Manila, Philippines

FREE
MOSES
MAYEKISO

The situation in South Africa is, In-

~deed, grim, with the Sharpeville Six ac-

tually. on death row, as well as Moses

- Mayekiso and his co-defendants facing

treason charges. The fight to save Mo-

-8e8 Mayeklso has been taken up quite -

-widely in Britain. There are two cam-
paigns. The Friends of Moses Mayekiso
is supported by many union leaders and
Labour MPs. It has produced leaflets,

posters and-other publicity material and /

is raising money for ads in the press
and to support the families of the pris-

“oners. The London Anti-Apartheid

Group is organizing pickets at the Em-
bassy and -plans a demonstration for

. Oct 10. T am active with-my union and

wxll send you a report by express mail.
. Supporter

Oxford, England
I e ;
WHAT KIND OF PEACE?

After reading the lead article in the
September N&L, “Will the U.S. armada
in Persian Gulf lead to war with Iran,
Russia?” | want to express my feelings

‘about the opposition to war. The UN

cease fire resolution offers no convinc-
ing evidence that it would or could end
the war. In the past 7 years in Iran the

‘war has been the way they suppressed

any kind of opposition within. An end
to the war will be a great defeat for
Iran inside its ‘borders. Al the sup-
pressed demands of the masses will be

. raised and there won’t be a war on

which to blame their unfulfillment.

If the two superpowers have . not been
able to start their nuclear holocaust it
has been mostly because .of the opposi-
tion within.” But if opposition to war
does not -go further and’ stress what

" kind of peace and what kind of human

relations it wants to establish, then, like

any unfinished - revolution, : the -move: -
ment will stop dead In smy view the :

;,AA\\.,

V‘d-:.‘

hand"—it
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Readers’ Views

within Iran and Iraq. I emphasize Iran
because if there is going to be a move-
ment it’ will be different from 1979. The
masses there have the experience of the
1979 revolution and counter-revolution
coming from w1th1n stealing the banner
of freedom.

Middle Eastemmf
Berkeley

* ¥ %

I’!h worried because theé Left should

be out protesting in Washington, DC to

get the U.S. armada out of the Middle

“East. We don’t have to support any

state power in voxcmg that kmd of pro-
test.
Coneerned
‘ New: York.
* % %

‘During a coffee break ‘at work. I tried
to talk to people, asking them what
they ' thought 'about the Persian: Gulf
‘War. Some said they don’t read ‘the’
newspapers because they . are afraid of:
where: we are headed and. were just

going to pray. When working people say |
things  like that it means they don't

have any hope left. S
o Worker
* % %

In the weeks after N&L’s lead on the

" ‘New York i

developments around the U.S. armada

~in the Persian Gulf (N&L, Sept. 1987),
- the situation grew even more. explosive; |

while Reagan/Gorbachev continued to

claim they were for peace. Reagan’s re-

trogression is inseparable from his turn:

ing back the clock on all rights.at
home, while it becomes more and more

clear that Gorbachev has the same

world ambitions as Reagan. But that

Lead also illuminated the drive for pow-

er among the smaller nations in the |

Middie East. All rulers have always

used war to divert from revolutlonary o
struggles at home. o

Young student

. Chicago. ;

*k*

Ieadels like Reagan and ‘Gorbachev.

speak of “peace” but' never address

“freedom.” Russian missiles will just be -
reoriented toward Asia with a new glob-

al strategy. As for Reagan, ‘“peace”
means developing Star Wars. }
- Subcriber
, Oakland
e
BLACK AMERICA, 1987

It is 20 years since the Detroit Rebel-.
lion. I compare 1967 to “colonialism”
and 1987 to ‘“neo-colonialism.” Blacks' |

" the Black mmlsters/pohtlclans

- more. They have not Vbecome, a power

“group.in the city in the year since their
founding, ‘because they have refused to
reliquish their goals and- leadership to

Concemed
Detroit

Kk 3k

There have been three murders - or
beatings of Blacks in the last week in
- New York—three separate “incidents”—
one in Ozone Park, right next to How-
ard Beach, where a gang of “white
- youths attacked a Black youth who was

- distributing ‘circulars in the neighbor-’

hood. " I guess they're saying, if. you
didn’t get the. message that this is for
whites ‘only in December, you'll get it
now. Nine months after Howard Beach,
one must look at the internal contradic-

OCTOBER, 1987

tions in the movement to ask where is -

that movement now. = :
: Worried

‘ New York
FROM AN IRAkNIAN REFUGEE

The situation for refugees from Kho-

‘meini’s Iran is very bad here in West
Germany, and: in France it is even
worse. Right-wing groups' have started
massive attacks on people who have
been under search by their countries for
thinking differently and have been
forced to seek refugee elsewhere. These

groups consider the refugees their num-

. ber-one enemy today. They want to put

the blame for the economic and  politi-
cal problems they face on the shoulders
of the refugees in order to prevent anti-
goverment protests and movements:
They bave been able to create hate

e against foreign refugees and workers on

are more powerful politically in Detroit,’ -

but the median income is still 59% of
that of whites. Schooling is more segre-

gated—Mackenzie High was 50%
Black/white in 1967; it is 99% Black to-
day. The Young administration has put

all development downtown. Conditions

are obfuscated by having Blacks in
power. We are in a neo-conservative era
and

Pohtlcal Science professor

is.a perversion of information. -

- entered a plea of “not guilty by reason :

Toledo, Ohio

* % ¥

In .1967, 43 people were shot dead in e

the Detroit rebellion; in ‘1986, 43 youth
were shot dead in ‘Detroit. The’ group

S.0.S.A.D. (Save Our Sons and Daugh- . -

 ters), founded by relatives of murdered
children, say they hope for the day they
can change their name to S.0.G.L:A.D. /

They are treated as an “issue group”

but they want to change a great deal
R

. available from:" .
o Zolan Grossman, CARD

the level of the hatred of the Nazis

against the Jews. -

Three people have been killed by
neo-Nazi groups this year. Aid to refu-
gees is. cut down daily. From morning
to evening you have to worry about
why people are sensitive to biack hair,
why they frown at_you, msult you, or

- tease 'you...

I have .to 'say that after readmg
Marx’s - Economic-Philosophic and
‘Raya’s works one queéstion has been
raised for me: human emancipation and

the struggle for a ‘human society. I want

to write for the world of work and toil
and suffering, for the world of human
beings, for life.

g Iranian refugee -

West Germany

- NOT GUILTY: AN APPEAL
“. Gillam Kerley, the executive director
of CARD (Committee against Registra-

tion and the Draft), has been given a =
three-year. term “in Leavenworth for re-
. fusing to reglster It -is the harshest

“terin ever given under current laws and
" the judge explicitly gave the defendant’s
political work as a rationale. Gillam had

of sanity.”

We are launchmg a campangn to free c

_him and see it as key in stopping the
easy stroll toward a draft before it be-
comes _a stampede. Letters can be sent.

to Gillam. Kerley #01988-090;, DI, LVC,

PO Box 1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048,
and information on “our campmgn is

‘PO Box 6583, T St. Station’
Washington, DC 20009

[ " A Radical Life: Vera Buch Welsbord

“One mormng just as 5 all the opera- . |
- toworkers in Detroit and with Chicago’s

tors had sat down to work, there came

marching down the aisle a group of

women- yelling, ‘Strike! Get. up, girls.
Join_ us?

them, and I was right up front yelling
with the rest.”

This is how Vera Weisbord described . |
her experience working in the knit

goods industry in her autobiography, A
Radical Life (Indiana University Press,

1977, p. 171). This same spirit. permeat- -

- the set-backs,” Weishord “always - looked.
‘How wonderful, a strike! was
all T could think as I nished to join . ,
! | in the fight for a better world. v
.- 'Thus, -in- the latter years of  Weis-

ed Weisbord’s life, dedicated to radieal :

and labor struggles since the 1920s.
' Weisbord was ‘an “organizer of textile

B workers. in. the historic labor battles at
Passalc, N.J. m 1926 and in Gastoma, B

,-Alti‘ : ;,"“‘Jf

A ey

N.C. in 1929 She- later worked with-au-
unemployed. Rather ‘than emphasizing
to: the positiVe gained in each experi-

ence a preparation for the next struggle

bord’s life she met News & Letters and

" clearly found -an’ affinity’ with Marxist-

| Humanism when she became one of our
first sustaining subscribers, writing to

lus after Raya Dunayevskaya died to.

urge us to.continue her 1egacy

When Weishord died “in. Chicago, at " -

the age of 92, she was, indeed, an em-
bodiment, of - a radical ‘life.”

,,,,,,

i 2
‘‘‘‘‘‘

——Mane Dlgnan
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REVOLUTIONARY
: CHILEAN

Daring the first half of September
when we were remembering the Sep-
tember - 1973  assassination of Salvador

" Allende and the military coup by Pino-
chet, I attended a special exhibit of

Chllean artwork, a collection of hand-
made arpilleras. These tapestries were
created out of cloth scraps by women

who live in the refugee camps, the sur-

vivors of families destroyed by the Pi-
nochet regime.

One tapestry showed women march-
ing silently down the street in. parade
formation carrying signs bearing over-

'sized photographs of their “disap- -

peared” relatives. - Another showed

“groups of women who had chained

" themselves to: the gates of prison camps
where relatives and friends were being
held. Together -with the women -who
make the. tapestries, those depicted in
them -express: the true depth of their

pain and unfreedom. They are the .

~women who can impact on analyses and
theories about Chile today. The exhibit
was at once. refreshmg, revealing - and
revolutionary.. ..

. ‘Student of Marnst—Humamsm
- Chicago

, / ® :
- BORK AS ARTlFlCER »
It appears to me that Bork is a per-

~ fect example of one who wants to dis--

sect the individual from the universal,
as when he differentiates the question
of class or‘race from that of individuals.
Benjamin Hooks was incensed with this

".and spoke about what it meant to re-
move the “for white only” signs, saying

it ‘is a- question of race. It is Marxist-

“‘Humanism which has developed con-

cretely the relation of race, class and
philosophy. Bork is now being praised
to the skies about his articulate presen-
‘tation to the hearing. All I could think
of when I heard that was Hegel’s de-
scription of the * artlﬁcer, whose “clari-

‘, ty-of expression” is mated to “darkness

~ of thought.” -

o ‘ Dmne Lee
: .. Chicago
* % % : .
~-As an appeals court judge, Bork
wroté . an opinion which endorsed man-
‘agement’s rlght to. fire employees who
distribute union literature. He ruled ‘it
. legal for employers to give .women
workers the “choice” of being sterilized
or losing their jobs. (Six were steri-
lized.) He has worked hard against any-

~ thing that protects -working people,

woimen - and  minorities from business
“and .the government. Can there be any
doubt: about the danger he represents?

UE worker - -
: , _l"lttsburgh
WORKER TO WORKER

As a worker in the ’80s, I see the a'd; ‘

vanced state of  crisis - of ‘capitalism.’ I
- make no distinction between myself and

workers in -other countries. We are all

appendages to the machine, the factory
clock. Capitalists try to separate work-

ers along many lines, putting knowledge -

into the machine against the “worker.

Another separation is patriotism. And '

~ another the separatlon of old from
- young - with ‘the two-tier wage  struc-
tures: We have to look for our own self-
generated ideas and break with every-

‘thing that leglslates lmsery for _other -

workers
, Hospltal worker
QOakland

* % %

When the news reported that one in

. ten workers would be laid off here; we
: figured  that ‘meant 620 workers, -and
| that - they ' would probably shut down

the second shift completely. But when I
talked with a few friends about the sit-
uation, their- whole answer was, “We
‘need to buy Armerican.” When I asked
them if they knew that GM was making

the same cars in Mexico and paying the '
workers there $1 55 an hour, they had -

no answer

‘When these companies make their ec-
- onomic statements they don’t show. the

- high - rate ‘of profit they receive ‘from
these places Why do we - let ~thls hap-

ao,o;a, s ~~u;a}... vk

WOMEN

" pen? We re aware of these robbers but

do nothing about it. Prejudice needs to
stop- and -ail’ workers need to work to-
gether to stop the corporations who not
only make huge salaries’ but rob work-
ers of their human necessities and dig-
nity. - They have taken a high toll on
workers—including divorce, separation,
suicide. What ‘do we need before we de-
cide to do something about it?

I wish, even if only one worker in
Mezxico reads this, he will tell a friend.
Borders. and boundaries need to be
erased and we must all stand together.

' Working woman
Oklahoma City

Cw ok ow

The Unifier .is: beginning regular
monthly - publication. More than any-
thing ejse our labor movement needs to
conduct a vigorous debate on its role in
the future. Loss of members, the chang-
_ing ‘nature of work and the- economy
have presented us a’ vastly - different
world - than - the 1950s. To sharpen this
debate, labor needs to be informed on
the issues and  struggles unfolding
around us. Please let your readers and
trade unionists: know that subs to the

Unifier will be $15 a year: L
National Rank-and-File

Against Concessions -

312 - 21st St.,
Newport, MN 55055
THk R
1 heard from a friend who works in
the Oscar Mayer “plant in Nashville,
Tenn; that a copy of N&L had found its
way down there some time ago. Some-
one had brought it in to the plant and
posted it up on the wall near the union
notice board. Then another worker
wrote on it: “Here’s the news we don’t
~ get from the union.”

‘Wisconsin
‘ %® ¥ % :
We haven’t gotten any details yet on
the new Ford contract. All we. know is
what has been reported in the papers. [
heard - there -are beer  parties ‘being
thrown by . union reps at local bars

around the plant to whip up support for -
. the contract.
Workers are for the idea of job secu-

rity, but:we don’t know what the ‘trade-
off is,-what we gave up. We know there
are provisions for combining jobs and
classifications. - Skilled - workers seem
even -more concerned than . production
workers about what the contract- will

- mean. :
Ford Rouge worker
Detroit
TO RAYA'S LIFE AND.SPIRIT

Although Raya did not live to see the
revolution, she had time to accomphsh
much, of what she wanted. I will miss
her keen intellect and personal charm. I

‘ _hope that she got to read the Russian-

e materials I sent her.in re-
sponse to her article on “glasnost”. In
addition to our sorrow, we can also
elaborate her life and spirit, and learn
from it a personal lesson as well as in-
tellecmaL : .

: Allan 3. M\u
Bronx, New York

L2 2

I worked closely . with Raya for a
number of years in the forties,~ and
learned a great deal from her. T remem-
ber her - brilliant ‘scholarly study in the
19408 of the Russian economy, ‘which
proved beyond any doubt that the Sovi-
et Union had become " an- imperialist,
state-capitalist -society, subject to the
same laws and ultimate collapse govern-
ning capitalism as described by Marx.

If Raya had been like so many others
in this greedy society, she could have
used her: great talents to become rich.

Instead she chose to devote all her abil- -

ities to work for a better world.
. 'Eli Shneyer
: Philadelphia
, e :

I want to renew my subscription and
enclose an: additional - donation after
reading the memorial issue. I will truly
miss Raya Dunayevskaya She: once as-
sured me that there is no reason to feel

. . ashamed or belittled over being unem-

ployed or holding a common labor ‘job

in a system which is-based on- corrup- .

tion, ‘greed;  exploitation, racxsm, sexxsm
and the love of money..

Longtime subscnber
WA .Ypsﬂantl, Mich..

.......

ey

v Meatpacker

P R U S

- From the writings of Raya Dunayez ?Aaya

Marxist-Humanist Archives

D|alect|cs of Revolution*

by Raya Dunayevskaya

The dialectics of revolution are manifested in the new book [Women’s leera-
tion and the Dialetics of Revolution: Reaching for the Future] whose title has

been reversed for the class-lecture to “The Dialectics of Revolution and Women’s

Liberation.” From the Introduction/Overview of the pew book, here is what was
manifested: -

The four parts of the new book, as expressed in the- Im:roductlon/ Ovemew are
actually the various stages of the dialectics of revolution. It is that alone which ex-

-.plains the essence of why, for that final lecture, we insisted on turning around the*
title:of the book, begmmng not with women's liberation but with the dlalectxcs of

revolution,

Begin with the first paragraph of the first part and. see that the first sentence
states that what is"new is the epoch. Women’s Liberation is one manifestation. -
Rather than Women's Liberation, what characterizes the epoch is the movement
from practice that is itself a form of theory. That same paragraph on the first
page of the Introduction/Overview challenges all philosophers not just to come up
to what the masses in motion discovered but to work out the new stage of cogm
tion philosophically. It is only the second paragraph that names the new unique

feature of this epoch’s Women’s Liberation Movement. In a word, first comes the =

newness of the epoch, second comes the newness-of today’s,Women’s Liberation in
naming male chauvinism as the culprit. When the view is extended not alone in
time but in the whole of human development we find énce again that we can move
nowhere without Marx and his discovery of a new continent of thought and revolu-
tion. From then on, you could never separate thought from revolution. And you
could not reach a new stage of cognition without a revolution.

Put briefly, Women’s Liberation is the first dialectic of revolution when:
it is relation—when it comes out of—the new epoch itself, which we declared phil- "
osophically to be a' movement from practice that is itself a form of theory, and ab- -

solutely inseparable from revolution. It is those three elements—the epoch, the

philosophy, and a new force of revolution—which we and we alone named when we
saw Women’s Liberation not only as Force but as Reason.
That feads at once to another inseparable—a second determination of the dlalec-

tic—the ‘Black Dimension. That second moment, which, of course, had a presence -
chronologically from Marx’s day, was discovered by us alone as the American roots

of Marxism inseparable from Abolitionism. It was this which for the first time, in
1957 in Marxism and Freedom (M&F), ﬁnally enabled us to name Marxz's new

Humanism as Marxist-Humanism in the United States, and, indeed, to first name ..
our goal: recognition that along with the establishment of the Amencan roots goes

the world concept of Humanism as specifically marking our age.’

You see why it is so difficult to pinpoint the dialectic of revolutlon, single it out,
concretize it, until you have both worked out the logic of the Self-Thinking Idea
and had new revolutionary forces who wished to take responsibility for it. Clearly,

as the 1949-50 Philosophic Correspondence shows, the elements were there even -

before T worked out that logic to be the movement from practice in the May 1953
Letters three years later: It was that-movement from ‘practice which first burst
forth six weeks later, on June 17, 1953. So it is both thought and revolutionary

-forces which finally unite responsibility of both workers and the revolutlonary in-

tellectuals (and pot by just listing four instead of one. force, though that is an im-
provement, but by working out the unity of the two).

Now take page 2 and: you.find .that what we have there is the birth ef a whole
new world, the Third World, commg from the national liberation movements. And
now you have to ask yourself why I said this collection of 35 years of writings. is

“not presented chronologically. Clearly, T wanted each part to be a totahty, but

even that is not the answer, because we can get there only -when ‘totality is-a new
begmmng and that new beginning is in philosophy. That is why even Absolute Me-
thod is now stresséd as only the “road to” the Absolute Idea. And the’ Idea is
Marxist-Humanism, .

. 'When we named: all the forces; the youth espcm]ly was a des1gnat10n that was

* not limited by class. This reaching for the future was the Promethean vision that -
Marx bequeathed to us. That bequest is a demand,not just for measuring up to .

history, but for concretizing Absolute Idea for one’s own age. You cannot step
over historic barriers even with a Promethean vision. Marx had stopped in his Cri-
tique of the Hegelian Dialectic at paragraph 384 in Philosophy of Mind because it

. was his age that made a concretization of the Hegelian dialectic, and the discovery

of a whole new continent of thought and revolution was the task history as31gned

_ to him. It is Absolute Mind as action, as transformation of reality. :
Also on page 2 see that “somehow” both Black dimension and the old radi-.-

cals suddenly come together in embryo as the problems of the World War II peri-
od. And, of all thmgs these pages are from an’ organization document. How ‘abso-

\

lutely necessary it is to uproot all the old so that Reason as the hew ‘consciousness”

and the revolutionary force as the new consciousness comprise the-second. dialectic
of revolution, It is -only: then—pages 3 and 4—that T first quote the newress of
Women’s Liberation in our own epoch by ‘quoting from Rosa Luxemburg, Wom-
en’s Liberation and Marx’s Philosophy of Revolution (RLWLKM). All of this,
these two moments of the dialectics of revolution; is in Part I of the new book, en-
titled  “Women, Labor and the Black Dimension.” Yet even that, even naming
more than ‘one force of revolution, and even not following the chronological order
does not really cover reason and revolution, the heart of the Marxian dialectic. -
Part II—"Revolutionaries All” begins on page 4 and has us turn from our epoch

to the first Russian Revolution in' 1905-1907, which already involves the Third

World even though there was no such designation then. It is out of that, too, that

“Women’s Liberation as Reason as well as Revolutionary Force” is born out in -

what is new, the 20th century revolutions, when that third dialectic of revolution—
masses . in motion—transforms reality and extends East into Persia. Pages 5 and 6
quote and summarize those new forces as they appear in Chapte:r 9 of Phﬂosuphy
and Revolution (P&R).

I'was asked by Erica at the first class how it was that the class was asked to

read Chapter 9 for that lecture without first readmg Chapber 1, when I had always-

insisted that one could not separate them. The answer is that by now the audience -

for these classes is supposed to know Chapter 1 of P&R from 1973—indeed, know
it ‘as- it was anticipated philosophically in 1964 when the new chapter on Mao's

China added to M&F focused on “Two Kinds of Subjectivity.” I we still don’t"

know that, we have a lot of catching up to deo. The fourth dialectic, thus, is the re-

turn to Hegel— and it is no accident that it is here that we quote Gramsc1 s state-
. ment on dialectics as “Know]edge and therefore action.”

(Contmued on page 11)

*Excerpts from “The Dzalecttcs of Revolution and Reason—from Marx through. the -

post-Marx Marxists to Marxist-Humanism OR: The Continuity and Discontinuity be-
tween Absolute Method and Absolute Idea as New Beginnings: The New: Book and the

/ ‘Whole Archives,” Part IIT of Responsibility for Marxist-Humanism in the Histor-

ic Mirror: A Revolutionary Critical Look, presentation to the Expanded Resident
Editorial Board of News and Letters Commlttees, December 30, .1984. Mzcroﬁlm #8334,
The Raya Dunayevskaya Collectlon .

,,,,,
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South Korea S masses pose hew questlons |n rebelh

by Eugene Walker

In every facet of South Korean life and labor—from
“the mass worker revolt-against the “economic miracle”
‘that has arisen on the backs of the sweated labor of
Korean women and men, to the birth of a new genera-
tion of student -activists/revolutionaries determined  to
‘bring down the old and create the new—revolutionary
new begmmngs have-burst forth. And yet precisely be-
cause. of these beginnings, bdiriers are being raised in
opposition to the full flowering of a freedom movement
-in Korea. This has made .urgent the working out of new
pathways forward-—not only in action but in theught—

-by-the Korean movement. Let us briefly examine both
- the dlalectxc of revolt'as it has unfolded and the search
for a direction within that revolt.

The dialectic of revolt can be traced - among vast
groups of the population: from the students, women and
men, ;who have: been not only -on campus, but in the
street and at the factory gate, .to religious groups, to op-
position politicians. All helped. bring Korean society to
“the brink of a profound upheaval in the months of May

and June, forcing the government to capitulate to- con-
. stitutional - changes in the election process. But it has
been  labor, especially in the month: of August, that
. spontaneously—and ' vet ‘with' great self-organization—
“acting ‘indigenously—and yet with important support
from -among the students—which has most profoundly
shaken the very.roots of Korean society, and threatened
to strike at its very heart—the accumulation of capital.

I The Dralectrc of Labor Revolt vs. South Ko-
rea’s “Economic. Mrracle ’—on the backs of
sweated labor - , : ’
In factories where no labor organization previously

existed and in:shops where earlier labor activities were

- beaten back, suddenly, spontaneous, inature forms of
struggle—involving - tens  of -thousands: of workers in
.mass walk-outs-and in plant sit-ins—have taken place.

: ~Hundreds ‘upon hundreds of strikes involving, in the .
.~ end, hundreds of thousands of workers have spread

across the country. They involved not only the largest
conglomerates such as Hyundai, Daewoo, Samsung and
. Luck-Goldstar, but buses and taxis, textile and shoe fac-
‘tories shut down as well as mines. In Pusan, a sit-in by
‘600 fishing  boat. captams shut down the city's central
- fish-market.. The major issues have been wages, workmg
conditions and especially - a demand for new unions to
supplant the government- controlled and company un-
" jons. of the past.
At the huge Hyundai complex ‘in Ulsan some 20000
workers occupied factory buildings and a shipyard in re-
sponse to a lockout on August '17. The workers were
" forced to battle riot police. On August 18, 40,000 work-
© ers massed in front of the Hyundai complex and then

. marched through the streets of the city. The march in-
-~ cluded  wives -and ‘mothers of Hyundai employees, as
well ‘as children strapped to their backs. The workers
‘poured. into ‘a stadium used by Hyundai company
' teams. After several hours.of protest speeches, the gov-

" ernmeént sent the Deputy Labor Minister to the stadium -

_-to offer a settlement. The settlement came only after
workers had rejected an -existing union as pro-manage-

. ment and formed a new union. When the company re-

fused to negotiate, the mass two-day protest began. :
This outpouring of.labor revolt has its roots in South

Korea’s. massive economic- development, especially in

the..1970s -and 1980s. From steel making to wearing ap-
parel, from electronics to automobile and shipbuilding,
‘the Korean economy—with important state interven-
_tion—has leaped and leaped The name “the new Ja-
pan’ *'is among the praises given. But the crucial factor
ip this movement from underdevelopment to. industriali-
zation. has been neither entrepreneurship nor state in-
tervention. -1t has: been the sweated labor. of millions
.'of Korean workers.

The - International -Labor Orgamzatlon has reported
that South:Korean workers face the longest work week
‘in the world—nine to twelve hours a day, six days a
week. It isa work week filled with blood and repression.
-*_ Last ‘year the number of industrial accidents was report-
ed to be 160,000, of which close to 10% involved worker
~fatalities. Asia Watch Committee has produced a study,
Human Rights in Korea, authored by James Palais,

with an extensive section on labor. It documerits condi- -

- tions of labor and life among Korean workers, especlally
- -women workers in' textiles, in electronics, in steel, in
light manufacturing.

To learn of working condltlons and wages in South )

Korea is to ‘glimpse prumtlve accumulation of capital as
a way of hfe Labor organizing had been made close to
impossible ‘in. the wake ¢f the crushing of the Kwangju
-uprising’ in- 1980  that had "consolidated the Chun Doo
Hwan dictatorship in power. But the mass rebellions of
spring and: summer- 1987 have left all the old relations

of life and labor in tatters. Capital/labor in- South Ko~

rea can-never be:the same.
‘Nor. can the government easily  suppress the genera-
tion of activists who have come off the campus and

-+ “onto the streets, demanding a new way of life. In the

spring and early summer they again and again chal-

'~ lenged the government, finally . forcing; together with -

-other groups, a change in the constitution. It is not the

first time ‘a_generation: of students spoke as the soul of

: ) the Korean nation.

II. Student activist-revolutionaries—a new.

‘generatlon has been born

The student movement in Korea has been a decisive
.one in exposing the repressive nature, of. the U.S.-spon- .

ship and in severely challenging each of the others. Lis-
ten as a young Korean revolutionary speaks of today’s
youth generation: :

“In the-1980s after Kwangju the students evolved toward
socialism. We were so disappointed with the uprising being
crushed, we tried to find a way to democratize: We looked
at the social formation, the intrinsic contradictions. We re-
alized that the relation between the U.S. and Korea was a

neo-colonial one, although there are still debates about its -

exact nature.

“The oppositien " leaders sz Young Sam and Kim Dae
- Jung are not the leadership of the youth generation. Most -

of our generation, the youth groups and the student groups,
are becoming ‘socialists. Some insist we should give leader-

ship to North Korea. But others want our own leadership,

our own party.
“Frankly, we cannot read orlgznal books by Marx Some-
times ‘we cannot get:_enough information to judge which

Marxists -are orthodox or not. Most of the students and ac--.

tivists are very careful about saying they are Marxists. We
don’t have enough understanding of Marxism.

“Many activists think Mao and Lenin are orthodox Aﬁer '

Mao and. Lenin we don’t agree on others. Some groups in-
sist on humanism. Others say we should be realistic, that if
you emphasize the humanism it is too idealistic:

“The miilitary has strong power. There is almost no way
to express your political opinion to people, to demonstrate
because of the riot police. As a result some young people,

- workers and students, have committed suicide by public im- -

molation so-that ‘the newspapers will write an article and .
people will think about what they say.

~ “If students were kicked out of the university for political
activity they sometimes went into the factory. It is illegal for

them to enter the factory, but thousands of students went

there to educate workers and also to learn from workers.
“The military dictatorship is supported by the U.S. If we

had political freedom we could make a union, debate freely

and move. to the sane society. If we want to go to @ sane.so-

ciety we need to get rid of this dictatorship.”

~The Chun dlctatorshlp has recognized the threat that

this new generation of revolutionaries represents to its
own existence. In the seven years since Kwangju it has -

tried numerous tactics to stem the student discontent.
Still the student movement persists and grows. Two
key elements in this new student movement are the stu-
dent/worker bond ‘that has been forming and the di-
mension of women activists.
-Beginning at the end of 1984 there has been a fusion
of students with labor protesters. Not only have there

been a number of mass demonstrations where students

by the hundreds have joined workers in mass labor pro-
tests, but students have been leaving the campuses and

entenng the factories to learn from and provide support )

to workers” organizing efforts.
The participation of women in the movement is
both in factories and on the campus. In response the

government has tried to intimidate women students
" in particular on a number of occasions. When stu-

dents were arrested at a Students’ Day demon-
stration they were assembled at the police station.
The women were forced to stand naked and submit
to body searches. They were as well subjected to
verbal abuse and . actual physical beating. Still the
presence of women in the movement grows. -

HII. Where To Now? The U.S., North Korea,
and new human beg‘mnmgs in action and
thought :

Korea stands on the bnnk of something profoundly

- new. And yet it is bound by the shackles of the old: a

militarized state run for more than three decades with
U.S. sponsorship; the continued presence of tens of
thousands of U.S. troops as part of a superpower-divid-
ed world; a class-divided, sexist society accumulating on
the basis of sweated, siiper-exploited labor. . . .

Korea came out of the Second World War, divided
North and South, as the two surviving big powers put

up markers for the next war: East and West Germany,

North and South’ Korea, North and South Vietnam. Ko-

. .Tea became the U.S.’s first post;World War II hot war. .

sored ,post;Korean ' War 'dictatorships.- Indeed, that * * in 1950. At stake'was not only the Status of Kor’ea, bﬁt

,,,,,,
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Mother of jailed South Korean student being arrested while protestlng agamst government torture. -
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From the Korean War (1950-53) forward the goal has
been to keep. South Korea as the U.S.’s outpost in the

East. ‘As we wrote shortly after the Kwangju events in- = -

reviewing U.S.-South Korea relations in the 1970s:

“1).The U.8. had done nothing whatever when Kim Dae
Jung, back in 1971, had obviously won the election against’
Park, and fraudulently Park took office. 2) They did noth- :
ing again when, in 1973, Park abducted Kim Dae Jung, -
who was. ther in Japan, intending to murder: him. It was™
the mternational ‘outcry that stopped that attempted mur--
der. 3} And now-it is Chun who is staging .a kangaroo court-

" trial to make the premeditated murder of Kim “judicial.” 4)."

. Above all, the U.S., nearly 30 years after the Korean War
ended, is keeping 40,000 troops in South Korea, with many,
many more ready to ﬂy there to keep the neo-fascist South:
Korean government - in. power.” . (Perspectives - Report,
“Today . and Tomorrow,”  to the: Convention of News
and ' Letters Committees, August 30, 1980 by Rayav :
Dunayevskaya).

Today the U.S, is searchrng for a new, formula for
main . its presence. In the Phlhpplnes the ouster
of Marcos has not led to a full social uprooting. Instead -
a bourgeois: democratic- regime is in place. It has meant
no land reform, no fundamental change in labor condi-

_‘tions and no challenge to a U.S. nuhtary presence.
This.is the kind of scenario the U.S. is trying to achieve
in South Korea as well. -

Under these shackles and constramts how can Kore-
a’s. freedom’ aspirations be brought to fruition? How can
all the old fetters be stripped away? The answer lies in
all the revelutionary new human beginnings—as youth,
as labor, as women—that have stamped the 1980s. »

Those new revolutionary beginnings -have not ‘alone
been in magnificent, courageous: actions. There have as
well  been ‘new  beginnings in revolutionary “thought.
Among students, among young workers; there have been
the formation of a multitude of underground study

. groups with their own' curriculum of Marxist books to

study. They have not limited themselves to so-called.
“orthodox’ socialism, that is, texts following Russia or
- China, or North Korea’s Kim II Sung. Some have want-
ed to investigate other ideas of socialism and Marxism,
‘including a Marxist-Humanist conception.

When' the energy, propaganda and ldeology of the.
South Korean government -is’ bent. upon 'denying the
very possibility of learning about North Korea and its
ideology, there is naturally a determination on the part .
-of South Korean revolutionaries to overcome such -
thought control. But by no means does the great, justi-
fied desire. for reunification of ‘their country keep many’
young revolutionaries from being willing: to 1nvest1gate
and critique North Korea as well as South. o

The daring activist. revolutionary students, workers,: -
and women in South Korea, who have sought out and.
created such revolutionary ‘new beginnings in action are:
as well challenged to find the necessary new beginnings -
in revolutionary thought. Thought here ‘is no abstrae-.
tion' opposed 16 “action.” It is precisely. what can give:
action 'its - critical, revolutronary direction. “The lack of’

* working out a comprehensive vision of the movement’s

direction is as great-a danger as Chun’s troops or- the

U.S.’s military presence. Such-a void is what allows a
bourgeois democracy to pose as the viable alternative to-
a military dictatorship, when in truth it is the opposite

side of the same coin, and can quickly be withdrawn in:
favor ‘of the iron heel when conditions demand.

The questlons being posed by the workers on strike,
the students in the sireet, have by no means been limit- -
ed to wage increases or choosing between candidates in
a presrdentlal election. Instead the posing of new ques-
tions in mid-rebellion speak to the very fabric of life.
and labor in Korea. The new forms of struggle engaged
in, the new forms of: orgamzatlon created, speak to a.
matunty ‘of self-activity in. the practice of the Korean!
masses. The challenge is to work out ‘as: profound a
philosophic expression " of liberation for Korea today:
Only when such a full revolutionary vision is hewed out,
can it, become the unifying cement for the aspirations of
the Korean ‘masses.. It remains - the task on
alntinnawy awbndg * 7 v

orea’s rev-.
bk e




fOCTOBER 1987

NEWS & LETTERS

Page 9

(Contmued from page 1)

on the Supreme Court-—was moved in .an unprecedent-

ed public statement to denounce him as at the absolute
““bottom” of all the presrdents in their nnpact on racial
Justlce .

o Asfor his wars abroad in the coming 15 months
 Ronald Reagan has made it ‘clear beyond any doubt
:'that he'is determined not to leave office with the San-

 dinista government still in power in Nicaragua: “Soon -
the .communists’ prediction of a ‘revolutionary fire
: sweepmg across all of Central America could come -

* true... I do not intend to leave such a crisis for the next
" American President,” he openly declared in May.
- So.concerned; in fact, was the Center for Defense In-

formation—after the revelations of: the Iran-contra af- -
“ fair—with the extremes Reagan may be willing to go to

achieve that end, that the lead article in the latest issue
of their Defense Moniter* is entitled “U:S: Invasion of

Nicaragua: Appraising the Optron ” This group, directed

by a retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral, Gene LaRoque,
: and other retn‘ed brass from the Navy, Air Force and

Written on threshold of last summt”
Reagan still believes that there will be a summit.
But neither. szde——nezther U.S. nor Russia—1is budging
" on- what it considers “research” on the “Star Wars”" .
.| program; the Strategzc Defense Initiative (SDI). One-
- top- military analyst, the. former military affairs. spe--
gcuzhst for the: New York Times, Drew Middleton,
who isn’t against the SDI program, has nevertheless
| criticized: the -endless amounts. of money: for it, as if
| that contains the answer. He reminds them that you
can destroy a country, but to oceupy it, you have to. be’
| there, with infantry. The infantry is the key, not the
 high-tech weaponry. That is what the rulers always
forget—the masses, the people who are there:

: of. Reagan’s and Gorbachev’s views—no matter what -
they say- ‘about the world economy, it is in deep crisis.

: —From 1986—87 Perspectlve Thesis ’

: Marme Corps, ‘were unpelled to write: “If several $100

. ‘millions spent on the contras in the past and the $100
- millions that'the U.S. will spend in the future cannot

- produce a contra victory, as even the American military

‘believes, U.8: forces may" well invade Nicaragua. to top-

‘ple the Sandinistas. It is lmpossmle to - predict - when,
. but the short time remaining for the Reagan Admi-

_ nistration may dispose the President to order early -

mlhtary action.” (Emphasxs in: original)

‘ever since its lmpenahst tentacles- first reached out to
‘Latin America. The U.S. never stopped invading Nica-

" ragua until Somoza (rightly called “the.last Marine”)
succeeded in murdering Sandine in 1933. The U.S. ‘then-

- supported  that brutal drctatorshrp for 46 years until So-
. ‘moza was -overthrown in the 1979 Nicaraguan Revolu-

. tion. ‘Every year since Reagan ‘took- office, he has been

- trying to.defeat that revolution.- - -

Thus, it should certalnly have. come as no surpnsei

that he never for one moment gave up his all-out

“f'campmgn to . continue fundmg the contras, despite

- ‘the fact that he was forced to pretend—for only one

moment—that he “welcomed” the Aug. 7 peace trea-
"ty signed in Guatemala City by the presidents of five
“Central American countries—Guatemala, El Salva-
B dor, Costa Rica, Honduras, Nrcaragua

; *The Defense Momtor. Vol XVI Number 5, 1500 Massachusetts Ave.
W, Washmgton DC 20005,

The truth is that this is exactly what is at the root | |

‘. 'The horrendous scenario ‘they offer, however, is not a.
Reagan aberratxon but -a° continuation of U.S. ‘policy

: rupted” by. the Guatemala Peace Plan,

1987-88 Reagan agenda Bork contras and Star Wars

" Nor should it come as any surprise that the Demo~
cratic ‘and Republican leaders alike of the House of
Representatives have just agreed to provide. him extra
funds for the contras during the very time Central
American countnes are trying to negotiate peace. More- -
over, their “agreement in principle”. to grve—-—supposedly'
for “humanitarian” purposes—$3 million more, in addi-
tion to the $100 million already given this year, is not
partof the $270 million the Administration is prepared

to.request: for the next 17 months for openly nnhtary ;
_purposes. :

That the wars. abroad are not separate from the wars

at -home was_shockingly confirmed on: Sept. 1 when

Brian. Willson, a 46-year-old veteran who had been’
transformed from a Goldwater Repubhcan to an anti-:

“war activist - by the experiences in Vietnam, was cold- -

bloodedly run down by a Navy “death train” as. he
knelt in a protest demonstration on the railroad tracks
at the Concord Naval ‘Weapons Station. (See page 1)

REAGAN’S RELENTLESS OBSESSION
STAR WARS

The moment Reagan announced on Sept 18 that the: -

 U.8. and Russia had reached an “agreement in princi-
ple” to ban intermediate-range nuclear missiles, he rev-
ealed that the Pentagon had officially approved the acy
celeration of research on six Star Wars programs
agamst long-range Russian nuclear weapons. It was the
ﬁrst dec1sron that pushed Star Wars technologies’ from
“pure research” to actual development: He lost no time

“in’ announcing on his weekly -radio program the next :

day that he would never abandon Star Wais .
Just .as the insane idea that there could. be a

“winnable”, nuclear war has never left Reagan’s

mind; so his: obsession with his long-repudrated

"..scheme. for Star Wars has made the drive for ever-

greater militarization a hallmark of his whole presi-

-~ deney. Unprecedented as-an agreement to eliminate.

- any class ‘of nuclear weapons is, the truth is that the
‘number . of weapons involved, in the context of the
horrendous stockpile on_ both sides, is infinitesimal,
affecting five percent of existing nuclear arms. More- -
~over, what it means is that the drive to war now will -
see-the greater and greater increase of “convention-
“al”? weaponry, on both sides. : S
‘Above all, it is clear that the games being played by.

- Reagan and Gorbachev, with the lives of all humanity
- at stake, are being played with the eyes of each watch:
“ing;- first and: foremost - their own masses at home. The

only real opposition to. Reaganism—as to. Gorbachev-

ism—is mass: revolt, ‘which does not mean that “more

‘militancy” ‘alone can do it. That illusion is as disastrous .

" as the other illusion that permeates the Left, that Reag-

. an is a “lame duck,” that he was senously “set back”. .

. _grasp the historical consequences’that the future w1ll

“ . bring 'to our ‘country because of covert action, a mis- -
‘guided foreign policy, support for military dictators, ov-"

by the -exposare of his Iran-contra campargn, or . “dis-

Just as we cannot delude ourselves that the Reagan
presidency is a lame duck, so we cannot be deluded. that
the arms agreement means. peace. Reagan has never
stopped. preparing for war even'as he is out to provoke
it at every opportunity, from Grenada to the Gulf of Si:_

" dra to the current nuclear-armed armada in the Persian:
Gulf. The ‘wide-spread opposition to Bork and the fact '
- that no one has been fooled about Reagan’s counter-re-

voluntlonary intentions  in . Central America “are ‘begin- -
~nings, but only the barest of begmnmgs They demand a
-deep digging for new beginnings-in thought as well as in
“action. - It was ‘not: because Marxist- Humanists . had a’

. “crystal ball” - but because. the revolutionary dialeetic

‘.-.does mnot perrmt a separation - of ‘theory. and practice,
that nearly four fuﬂ years ago, Just on the threshold of

ﬂReagan s “four more years, Raya Dunayevskaya wrote

“in-our Draft Perspectrves 1984-85:

“Four more years” for Reagan, as for Ntxon, isa slogan:
that promises’.to subject us to' continuing retrogressiom.. -

v",

<. Moreover, this scoundrel -patriot’s.outreach. extends far be- -

yond ‘four more years; since he would also pack the Su-

preme Court and install the kind of mzktanzatzon for his. '
mad Star Wars that would guarantee - that no prestdency,_

through the 20th century would be ‘able to escape his plan )

for the ultimate East- West confmntatwn

This must be stopped This is what makes it imperatwe
to turn to what is-the only true opposition fo Reaganism— .
mass revolt.on. the home front as it fzghts against Reagan, o

‘the Great Strike-Breaker-
The need for that kind of deep opposrtron is more ur-
gent today than ever.

&Z
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A view of Bork submztted by a htgh school studeni:

The taming of our youth l

New York,N.Y.—F see a deliberate - ‘scalping of

minds taking place against our youth. The culpnts are -
the powers-that-be. The powers-that-be’ have conscious-

ly attempted to. make_ the 1960s a bad dream never to i

occur again in any form whatsoever.

‘T don’t want to sound without hope ‘because I have
-“seen through. what - the" carefully planned scheme: has .

“done to the once flourishing brains and 1deas of our
youth: T am 22 and a child of the 70s. S
Parents and our government have taught my gen-

- ration to look down on, if not hate, their Black, His-

- panic or Asian brothers.  The government needs a

scapegoat to finance their lavish lifestyles ‘and .
greed. They satisfy the middle class by blammg the -~

~minorities for welfare; and other social programis. -

The. real problern ig that the government has wanted ;
our youth to:remain illiterate and stupid:so they can’t

-eremphasis on defense leading to a paralyzing deficit

and support for racism in ‘other countries to keep revo-

lutionaries ‘much - like our founding fathers'out of the o

political scene where they: can have an impact.

In Washington on April 25, we saw-an outpourmg‘ -»
of youth, but we must not only have college youth’ L

. participation, we ‘need “the - whole rank-and-ﬁle

youth to participate in order to succeed.
In this country where freedom and democracy are

’leged if this mindless suppression: of youth can _take" o
“place, then we are putting a mask over individual liber- = .
“ties as much as. Russia does. How can ‘any country that .~

flies the ‘flag of demacracy and freedom not let the -

youth develop their own selves? . g --Future teaeher’

,',[]Marxlsm and l“reedom e
wfrom 1776 until today . '
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Black/Red Vi

by John Alan

ered wmnmg Senate confirmation of the ultra-conserva-
~tive Robert Bork to the Supreme Court his “top domes-
_ tic priority”, he unveiled the long-standing plan that he

on: the conversion of the Supreme Court ‘into a bastion
- of conservative ideology as a road bleck to any expan-
sion -of civil- and® human' rights; in this" country, once
Reagan had departed from the Oval Office.

~ In selecting Judge Bork, Reagan didn’t just reach into
“a_grab-bag of competent federal judges and choose him
because of his academic -and professional qualifications.
Indeed, Bork was waiting off-stage for this nomination.

eguipped’ to brmg to a -conservative majority on the

-~ high Court a consistent “philosophic method” on how to.

- interpret the U.S. Constitution according to the Admi-
istration’s : retrogressive policies on ¢ivil and human

rights, as ‘well as Presidential powers.

For more than two decades Bork has expounded in

numerous articles and lectures, a “Constitutional philos-

E . judges should - interpret “the Constitution  according to

On the face of it; within this simple dogmatlsm and its
wkms_hlp with religious fundamentalism, there is- an ab-
surd: denial- of ‘movement and - development in human
history and consciousness, But orice it assumes the pow-

“who plan to nullify all rights that. Blacks and women
i fought for-and gained over the last 30 years.

" Bork’s spurious: phllosophy of “ongmal ‘intent” fa-
vors the limitation of civil rights to only those specif-

‘ed to-in the' Constitution, all others have “no stand-
‘ing in the courts.” And evén within the field of this

" mot in their relationship to other members in society.

tion to the state, and not from the racism practiced
by a white restaurant owner who refuses to_serve

impinge upon the l1berty of the restaurant owner.
1f such-a concept of “original intent” is allowed to be-
come a “doctrine”. of the Court, it could open up a legal

- post-Reconstruction’ “doctrine of separate but equal.”
-Bork has built his_legal' career upon a history of using
“original intent” to challenge the ‘constitutionality of af-

Natwe American impasse

by Shamape Shcapwe

“watch both the federal government and the news media
try: to. change the thrust of the:Native American strug-
~ gle. We see numerous articles about individuals who

moveinent, as though ‘what-is ‘happening to these people
iswhat 1s all-important. to our movement. I am refer-
" ring to reports about Russell Means attempting to run

~otalism,” ‘and Leonard . Peltier askmg from prlson for po-
 litical asylum in'Russia.
- These reports are crrculated in hopes that the public
‘will forget about the day-to-day hardships caused by
" the Reagan administration’s cutbacks from health care
~-and jobs to educatlon
~We all know the problems that exist and are grow-

expose what the federal government is doing to our
‘lives, and what is. génuinely at stake in.our move-

*of ' cutting ourselves off from each other and from
- different ideas.

McDonald head of the Navajo Tribal Council, and the
- federal government, to get control of mineral rights in
“the Big. Mountain -area. Both McDonald and the gov-
" .erniment claim to know and be working for what’s best
for the people there. But we almost never hear from the

i people themselves about what they want.

At _the beginning of July, elders of both the Navajo
and "Hopi tribes held a closed meeting to draft a letter
“addressed to the Tribal Council and to the federal gov-
ernment. They were asking for a peaceful conclusion to

: for money to redevelop grazing . areas for livestock,
: which prov1de their main subsistence. They were very
Hear about not inviting reporters to come to this meet-

. truth
[, understand their reluetance to accept what
people choose to call “support.” During the Big
- Mountain occupatlon last year, a lot of self-styled

deal . of “attention to themselves, including that of
local police and the FBI. The Navajo and Hopi ended

- " deal with them,
‘But we need to go past that In order to work out

" what " can reasonably be -called mutual support. among

“ ourselves, we can’t Tump all supporters or all the Left

- gogether. Instead, we need to be able to share ideas and
phllosophles openly and - examine them for ourselves,

- and. not cut ourselves off totally ‘

""."A".'lll, N R N LA
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. When Presrdent Reagan announced -that- he consxd- ’

and his’ Attomey General, Ed Meese, had. been working .

Reagan and Meese ‘had long considered Bork uniquely

“ophy” that he calls “interpretivism” which holds that

~the “orlgmal intent” of the Framers of the Constitution. -

.er of legality it becomes a weapon in. the hands of those

‘ic_instances and groups that are mentioned or allud--

lnmtatlon, the rights of citizens are defined: solely in .
“terms. of ‘their relationship to the government and -

.~ According to Bork, this means that the 14th Amend-
" ment only protects Blacks from racism in their rela-
“‘Blacks. I it ‘were otherwise, argues Bork, this would

assault -on civil rlghts in ‘the country, ‘not unlike the

ﬁrmatlve actlon, the use ‘of busig .and other means to-

It has been hard. over the past several ‘months to-
- were considered to-be . the leadership in the Indlan;‘

“for U.S; President, Dennis Banks ‘promoting “Red ‘Capi-

‘ ng,g worse. But it isn’t just a case where we need to -
;’ ment; We -also have . problems ‘within the movement =~

- We keep hearing about the struggle between Petery

" the resettlement of the remarmng Nava_]o families, and

ing, partly because they do not trust them to tell the'

i supporters came into the area:; They brought a great -

“up being distracted from theu' struggle in order to

Reagan lork “orlgmal mtent” |s ramsm

mtegrate schools; the ‘one ‘man’ one vote” ruhng by
which the Court ended racist poli-tax p,ractlces, and the

" right .of women to an_abortion.

Bork’s ‘nomination is another attempt by Reagan to
narrow both the idea and actuality of freedom, just as
the current official deification of the Constitution pro-
jects the Constitution as the determinant element-in

shaping the legal rights we have in the. United States.

In both instances, the 200-year struggle of labor, Blacks

. and ‘women to override the “original intent”. of the

Framers of the Constitution is conveniently ignored. ;

The small group of men that met behind closed
doors in Philadelphia 200 years ago, were not “free-
dom fighters”; they were slave holders, commercial
‘capitalists and their lawyers; and the depth of their
‘wisdom was confined to their self interest. John
Hope Franklin, the noted Black historian, in his
From- Slavery to Freedom, called that meeting a

“conservative reaction” to the social revolution: of _

“the “plain people’s demand for liberal and democrat-
ic land laws and* greater guarantees of human

‘rights.” The Constitution they devised was firmly

based on the rights of property and ownmership of
Black slaves. To undo the latter “right” it took 75
years of Black masses in joint struggle with Aboli-
tionists and the Civil Wanr. ~

The tremendous ‘way in which the nght-wmg has
marshalled its forces in support of the reactionary Rob-
ert Bork and the tremendous opposition that’s. come

rect from South Africa

Freedom Journal

Why miners went on stnke;

‘Johannesburg, South Afrlcw-Over 340,000

mineworkers at 44 gold and coal mines-took strike ac: -

tion—the biggest of its’ kind in South African. labour

. history. The strike was' disciplined and well co-ordinat-

ed. This reflected the depth of the union’s orgamzatlon
and the unity of our members.

Over :95% of the members of recognized' mines voted

in support of strike action. When the negotiations start-

ed, the NUM (National Union of Minewérkers) was rea-
sonable. We ‘pointed out that the gold and ‘coal -mines

had made huge profits. The Chamber of Mines, on the -

other hand, argued that thmgs are bad in the mmmg In-

dustry." :
In 1986, the gold mines recorded their hrghest profits

in history. Profits rose by 37% in 1985 and by another

14% in 1986. Dividends' paid- to shareholders rose by
38% in’ 1985 and 10% in 1986.

The union’s demand for a living wage is based on the
fact that the mining houses can afford to pay. Our. de-
mand is supported by the excellent results over the past
decade - in ‘which gold: mines have earned remarkable
proﬁts for their owners and for the. government.

It is the same on the eoal mines: Since the rise of the

- international price_ of oil in-the early ’70s; demand has .

increased for. South Africa’s coal ‘as an alternative -

source of cheap energy. Despite the competition with

other coal producers, South African coal is still the

_cheapest in the world to mine, This is so because they
pay very low wages to miners. In return for supplying
‘cheap coal, all the mines get cheap electricity. .

The coal mines can afford to pay higher wages. This
is “what -we want:- a 30% increase in wages; 30 days

leave; June 16 as a paid holiday; danger pay; death ben-

efits to be increased to five years” earnings. The issue-is
a hvmg -wage, and the mineworkers’ refusal to accept

‘starvation wages.

Public sector flght back

Johannesburg, South Africa—The public sec- .

tor in South Africa has come under unprecedented pres-
sure from workers in recent weeks. Workers ‘in three
“essential” services—postal and telecommunication, hos-
pitals- and railways—have either warried of strikes or
are already on strike. Labour unrest has, in each: case,

been related to the lack of effective dispute-regulating -

machinery in the government sector. This includes man-
agement’s refusal to recognize workers’ unions, The gov-
ernment-controlled departments have already resorted
to dismissals and there is every indication that they are
not prepared to allow trade unions to take root in the
- public sector.

But: the dismissals have been res1sted by workers and.
force has been used in more than one instance to imple-
ment managements’ decisions, according to-the National
Education Health and Allied Workers: Union (NEHA-
WU). An estimated 600 workers have been dismissed at
the Natalspruit Hospital, and the Post Office says it has

already sacked “hundreds ~of . striking ‘postal workers. .

Scores of postal strikers and four Natalspruit Hospltal
workers have been arrested.

:The Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSA-
TU) has warned that the continuing use of police in in-
-dustrial disputes will only serve to politicize the strikers.
The: dismissal of NEHAWU’s members coincides with

increasing militancy: among -health - workers in - recent -

months. There have-been at least four work stoppages
involving health: workers. The recent stoppages were
preceded by big strikes at the huge Baragwanath Hospi-
tal ‘.on the outskirts of Soweto, which necessitated gov-

; ernment mterventlon to contmue the vxtal serv1ces
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-and PAC (Pan Afri- -

-he ‘changed the vo-

“class- termns of refer-

gy “of other organi-
zations,

“from labor Blacks, women, and ethmc mmontles -during. :

this 200th anniversary of the U.S. Constitution, has ob-

jectively brought history.and the present together. It, at
‘the same-time, calls upon today’s. forces of freedom to.«

finish the unﬁmshed American Revolution,

10 years later: Biko Ilves

Steve Biko inject-
ed a new creativity -
into the stasis of
the late ’60s.  He
not,“ only filled " the:
void  left by the
banning of ‘the -
ANC (African Na-
tional . Congress)

can . Congress), but -

cabulary .and par-
ameters . of “the
struggle. "He -cut
across the ruling-

ence that character-
ized the methodolo-

and
popularized: the ten-
ets of self-agsertion and antl-collaboratlon.

His brand of humanism lives on, and it is doubt—
-ful 'whether much of:the events of the last decade-and- "
* a-half would have occurred in. qurte the same mannerk -

and ‘intensity without it.

Steve ‘Bikio sowed. the seeds for the popular upnsmgs' -
that have dharactenzed the last 15 years. Iromcally, it
was only when he was killed and the various Black =
Consciousness organizations were banned that it was
possible for such historical documents as the Freedom' -

* Charter to re-surface and for the ANC to make its im-
print on the political scene. Steve Biko was in the ma-
jor league of world leaders, working tirelessly -to unite

_the oppressed and exploited, to destroy all forms of

‘chauvinism’ and ‘tribalism.  He' infused -new -hope and:
courage ‘among: the dlspossessed disenfranchised Black  «
majority, breaking through the fear that had mfested -

the country; during the "60s.

OCTOBER 1987

‘Steve Biko lives ahead of his time: that is why h1s s
ideas-and wark live én. His death was mestlmable He: oo
had to be killed by the Boers because he was onm the -
verge of - effecting the unification-of pelitical tendencies =~ =

under the banner of the Black People’s: Convention, of
which hewas. president, He wasconsidered so danger--
ous: by the ruling class that they not only killed -him,

but tried to kill his humanist ideas as well: Steve Biko's .

was. the begmmng of-the era rof ‘mass finerals with

thousands being “detained or turned-back on their way S

to-the funeral. So. great has: his impact been that at the -

commemoration service ‘in his home town last weekend,

- the police, who were sent to disrupt the-gathering, sat

quietly: with their-caps off throughout' the function.
He has been vilified by the system and his political

detractors, but he remains a’ martyr of the people al--
though he got no media coverage or lionization by the'
liberal-imperialist alliance. Clearly, no.previous. or pres-- .
ent leader had Steve Biko’s abrhtres, perspicacity, integ- -

_ ——Jonglhzwe* '

ity and intellect.

~ Sept. 17, 1987

*One: of Biko’s close: colleagues at: the founding of the

: Black Con.smousness Movement from the. late 1960s.;

Judge nailed for rac:sm

Los Angeles Calif—In the Black community -
there has been-discussior: about a racial incident which .
occurred in the suburb of Glendale. The conflict began -

in ‘August ‘when Glendale Court. Commissioner Daniel
Calabro was caught using the word n----r in a’ public.

court proceeding. The attorney prosecuting the case, in'.

which” four' white youths-had assaulted -a. Black - man,

said, “I couldn’t believe what I heard; then he went on -

and repeated the word again!”
- “When the District ‘Attorney’s office. adv1sed that. Cal-

; abro be barred from:hearing cases; he defended himself
-~ by repeatedly pleading that his use of the word had
" .been taken' “out.-of context,” and that “in-the econtext”

of his entire remarks it actually wasn’t a racial slur.
The - court ‘transcript quotes Calabro ‘as having said,

“Another :n----r case? Another case where this n----r
“business came up" We'’re not past that yet? 1 thought
. we were all past that.”

After Calabro apologized, some Black clergy and’
officials forgave him. But the Black community does . =
not accept this. “I was disgusted, but not at all sur- .

" prised at the Black bourgeoisie forgiving that white-

judge for his racial slur,” one Black woman said;

A young Black .man told how he had called th_e,‘
NAACP office to “give ‘em hell” for the flip-flop by its.
. Los'Angeles. Chapter: President, Raymond Johnson, who

only four days before had called for the removal of.the

judge from;the bench. The secretary at the NAACP of-
fice said that a lot .of people had called the office to
complam apout it, and: many critical letters showed up S
~in the local newspapers the next week.
Glendale ‘has' a long history as a racist white suburb

:Only a month ago its city council gave ‘a platform to a

_ white supremacist, claiming that ¢ pubhc exposure would
o -—Wayne Carter

provoke- opposmon 10 such racrsm

By ¥ ,"’I-‘f‘fl!‘"
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Mihailo Markowowrltes on Raya’s phllosophlcal humavmsm

Belgrade, )’ugqslaym—When I last saw Raya,

PTGl

during a brief visit to Chicago on March 22, she was so

full of life, lucid, witty, sharp=—her usual self. We dis- -

cussed the crisis in Yugoslavia, the American scene, her

next: book on dialectics - of organization. She inquired

about her Yugoslav friends, about Praxis International,

made ‘some critical comments on. a recent article of

mine about George Lukacs, whom she -obviously : de-

" spised for his repeated self-criticism. Raya had the right

to demand a. full 'unity of theory and: practice from oth-

ers since that is how she lived all her life. Near the end

“on “Humanpism -and Dialectic.”

of my visit she wanted to show me her archives. All her
‘papers were carefully ‘classified and put into large boxes;

I never saw sutch a perfect order. A thought struck me; -

She seems to be ready to leave any moment. But it was

- immediately ‘rejected. With all her immense life energy,

with. her vitality, her_ever expanding interests and pro-

+jects Raya will stay with us for many more years. With’
such’'a meaningful existence, with such a strong motiva-

‘tion to create and struggle one would not easily give in
to much: superior force...
I had the pr1v11ege of knowmg her for 22 years.

In 1965 Erich Fromm published an international collec- ;

tion of essays.under the title Socialist Humanism. Her
essay on “Marx’s Humanism Today” was next to mine
We discovered an ex-
traordinary -similarity of ideas and ‘commitments and

-started * corresponding. We met in Detroit and New
*York. My friends from Praxis and I:tried several times .

to “attract her to ‘the Korchula Summer School in Yu-
goslavia but she did not quite trust the leaders who re-
jected and' destroyed  so many. of their comrades as

~ “Trotskyists.” However she published two -articles in

Praxis, the last one (on “Marx’s: ‘New Humanism’ and
the Dialectics of Women’s Liberation in Primitive and
Modern Societies” in Praxis International, Vol. 3, No.
4 of January 1984). In all those years when we from

. Praxis ‘were under- heavy political pressure—suspended
from- teaching, fired from the University, blacklisted in -

the Yugoslav mass media, banned from travel abroad,
younger colleagues arrested—Raya protested -vigorously.

- No other progresswe journal or newspaper has engaged

to help us as much as News & Letters.
In one ‘most important respect Raya Dunayevskaya
was a unique intellectual figure of our time. A powerful,

“ereative mind, she committed herself to the ideal of hu- =
man liberation but she also engaged practically for the

realization of that ideal, and she engaged in a complete-
ly free way. Something of this is missing in all great ex-

- amples from the past: Lenin, Luxemburg, Mao, Trotsky,

Gramsci, Korsch.'Even when they were greater philose-
phers and revolutionaries they did not fully understand
the humanist- substance of the socialist idea; they were

immediately. more interested in seizing political power -

than in universal emancipation, and their freedom of
practical activity was limited by the constraints of the
Party to which they belonged. On the other hand, if we
compare Raya with leading contemporary leflist intel-
lectuals then again we either find in them-a less sophis-
ticated ‘theoretical ground (in which Marxist humanism,

certainly the most consistent and articulated ‘emancipa-
 tory philosophical ‘position, is being more or less neg-

lected or like in the case of “Marxist structuralism” ‘al-
together rejected), or find in them considerable oppor-
tunism' and “self-censorship by virtue of being members
of a more or less authoritarian Party {Lukacs for exam-
ple), or eise see them harmlessly engaged on cultural is-

sues  and not in ‘daily political struggle (Frankfurt -

School would be an excellent example)...
As to Raya’s philosophical humanism she under-

- 8tood better than many academic Marxist philosophers

that it was not a stage in the development of Marx’s

_thought but its very theoretical ground. The fundamen-

tal, universal and most urgent problem to be. solved
both ‘theoretically and practically was the fact that un-

der present historical conditions human beings are al- -
- ienated, oppressed and exploited even in the most de-
veloped societies of our epoch, Therefore, human libera- .

tion “js-the basic issue, not just abolition of private
property or of the bourgeois state. That is why Raya
constantly emphasized that Marxism was either a theo-
ry of liberation or nothing. And liberation did not mean
seizing power for one party or the other, even less it

* meant substitution of the bureaucratic .state for the.

bourgeois government. It meant free and full develop-
ment of each individual and it had to be the.achieve-
ment of associated producers themselves.

What followed ‘from such basic humanist premises

‘- was'a resolube consistent cnthue of all existing oppres-
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_of contemporary states finds
~itself on a true road to so-

sive and exploltatlve social systems, whether they la-
beled themselves “capitalist”
or “socialist.” In this respect
Raya was extremely inde-
pendent -and ‘honest. Most
leftist - intellectuals “and poli-
ticians, even when ‘they are
not. openly opportunistic,
feel "uneasy .in ‘the absence .
of ‘some powerful ally and
tend to develop a will ‘to be-
lieve that one ‘or the ‘other

cialism. For a long time the
leftists ~all ~over - the world ¢
cultivated “an almost “reli-

gious faith that the Soviet Union was the fatherland of

socialism. Those who got disillusioned shifted the object
-of their. absolute loyalty to Mao’s China, then to Cas-

" tro’s Cuba-and Tito’s Yugoslavia, let alone those who:
- cling to Kim 1l Sung’s North Korea or' Enver Hoxha’s .

Albania as the only remaining citadels of true Marxism-

Leninism. Raya had no need for the emotional comfort.
of this kind. She was sufficiently strong to fight her bat--

tles without any such symbolic ally. She had to struggle

because shg could not live in peace and cemfort with all -

surroundmg misery, injustice and insanity...

"A society in which many private capitalists were

replaced by a big collective one—the state—was for
Raya state-capitalism, not socidlism  of any kind, She

(Contmued from page 7)

From the wmtmgs of Raya Dunayev kaya

Part III——“Semsm, Politics and Revolution—Japan,.

Portugal, Poland, China, Latin America, the: U.S—Is

There -an Organizational Answer?”—begins on page 6. 1

» deliberately don’t answer the question there because the
person really - asking the question is not I, but Sheila
Rowbotham—and she thinks it is a question against all
‘Marxists, and. that Orgamzmg Idea is all women, when
in truth she is only expressing Lenin’s 1902 conception:
“Without an organization...” The fifth dialectic, on the
contrary, is that without revolution-in-permanence as

ground for organization, it doesn't make any difference:

Whether you have an organization or not, you will fail.
‘That is what 'you learn on pages 6 and 7, and you
“learn it by seeing that Marx in 1844 is the only one who
then posed “feminism” in a way that meant something
as the Man/Woman relationship when you have revolu-
tion-in-permanence 'as_ individual development, as" well
as universal development and not just -as theory. And
that means 4 new humanity, a new human stage, a new
human  person, everythmg Sirice you cannot answer it
that way yet, and since all ‘the ramifications -of the
Marxian dialectic have not. manifested themselves yet,
‘pages 8 and 9 remind you what the half-way dialectic
means,. even if you are as great as Rosa Luxemburg,
even if we are talking about the unfinished Latin Amer-
ican Revolutions, even if it is the unfinished Portuguese

apartidarismo. It ‘means you have not- grasped what

you. think you know -very well—the whole question- of
objectxwty as unseparated from second negativity.

It is Part IV, “The Trail to the 1980s,” which
_begins on .page 9, where we meet the sixth and final
~ dialectic—the need for a total uprooting, including that

_of the family.

Now- watch. the .process: how Marx comes to it when
he becomes' an “economist,”
this' part. Page 10 deals with the Grundrisse and Wom-

~en, and it is there where Marx became the Marxian

type ‘of economist by returning to Hegel and restating
the super- Hegehan expressmn “Absolute movement of
becommg

. Page 11 therefore. stresses all over again that unleSS

i cnthue means ‘the  critique of all post-Marx Marxists
you haven’t understood the New with which Marx in-*

fused critique and. which: led to his Ethnological Note-

books. It is only on page 11 that we have new forms of

cognition so. that by page 12 I come to the measure of
everything: the concrete Universal and the predlctlon of
revolution first in a backward land.

Page 13 points to the Marx centenary as demanding
of us not just a grasping of his “notes” (i.e. the Ethno-
logical Notebooks), but an asking of ourselves: What
‘new ‘points did Marxist-Humanism achieve for this ep-

- och? How fares the concrete Universal philosophically?

What have the new live forces challenged us on"that
Marxist-Humanism has more than come up to by mak-
ing an historic mark Wthh would outline a new path to

revolution?
Also on page 13 watch the sudden venture into litera-

ture because the philosopler Sartre, though an outsider

looking in; pinpointed “metaphysics” (i.e; the Absolute)

not as some. sort of abstraction, but the most concrete
demand -for “commitment” on the part of the revolu-
tionary intellectual. That was his demand at the end of
World War II, which led existentialism  to -flirt el

and how it is reflected in

*

asaa U WICEA

Marxism.  Then note that what I chose from Lenin’s.

Phll()SOpth Notebooks now is not “transformation into.

~.opposite” .or even “self-movement,” but a sudden praise’

of Hegel for havmg the chapter on “Life” in so abstract
a work as the Science: of Logic—and not _at the begm
ning, -but in the final section on dialectics at the point
when contradiction ‘in personal life is expenenced as
pain. That is not for: sob-story purposes, but in order to

- let his: comrades know.what is'the s1gmﬁcance of trans-.

ition. and how you! 'must‘ watch process.’ '

SR

R

did not believe that somallsm could be brought to hfe
by big authoritarian, hierarchical vanguard parties led
by established Party bureaucracies. But she believed in
grassroots. movements: of workers, blacks, women,

_'youth. She supported them; analyzed them,-participated °

in them. She was one of the first Marxist scholars who
fully understood the role played in our societies by new
emancipatory social forces and new social movements.
But she was too serious and too deeply committed to
the cause of: human’ liberation to regard those new
movements as new fashionable phenomena and to write
off the labor movement as so many intéllectuals in the
left have done since the upheavals of the Sixties. Raya
knew ‘well that, in spite of all improvements in their liv-
ing conditions, workers were still the most exploited, re-
~-pressed and alienated social group in contemporary soc:’

. ety, and especially young blacks, women and ethnic mi- -

nority workers. Instead of going from one one-sided
position to the other, she built' an ever more complex
and comprehensive theoretical position, a synthesis in

“which all partial truths found their proper place. But- in

spite of the complexity and sophistication -of her theo-
retical. views she expressed herself clearly, lucidly, vivid-.
ly: she wrote ‘and spoke for the people, dlrectly to the
people, and was understood...

Raya will keep her unique place in the hearts of all of
us who had the privilege of knowing her personally.
And she will also keep a lasting place of honour in' the
history of humanist theory and praxis.

_ Center for Philosophy and Social Theory
Umversxty of Belgrade, Yugoslavia

Pages 14 and 15 look at the Critique of the Gotha
Program and “Absolute Idea as New Beginning” with
all the emphasis on New Begxnmng That is what pin-
pointing means. Absolute Idea is total, but it cannot
total as a quantitative measure. That is where the New
of the epoch ‘does require presence and not just Pro-
methean vision. That ‘is not because Promethean vision
_and reaching for the future doesn’t help the next -gener-
ation see its task. Quite the contrary. That is when' dis-
continuity is not a revision of but a continuation with

- the original New moment when there were all sorts of

new voices and listening to them was quintessential.
Without all the new forces- which we recorded—from:

~ the miners’ wives in the Miners General Strike to the

Freedom Riders Speak for Themselves and the Free
Speech Movement; from Workers Battle ‘Automation
to Working Women for Freedom and all that we have -
in News & Letters regularly—there could not have
been a Chapter 1 of P&R and the grappling with those
paragraphs in Hegel which -Marx knew but-didn’t both-
er to spell out for us once he discovered a New Conti-
nent of Thought and of Revelution. There wouldn’t
have been Marxist-Humanism in the United States as
the challenge “to post-Marx Marxism that: RLWLKM
presents in the continuing form .of revolutlon-m-perma

“'nence as. ground for organization.

Finally, on page 15, we see the multilinear Marx vs.
Engels’ unilinear view of all human development... ®

Today I declare ‘that Absolute Method, though it is’
the goal from which no private enclave can escape, is

still only “the road to” the Absolute Idea or Mind. That -

is still the only answer which transcends method—or.
expresses it, if you wish.  And that needs concretization. -

That - concretization is the name of the Absolute Idea = -

for our age: Marxist-Humanism, further pinpointed as -
News and Letters Committees in the U.S., but by no
means limited to the U.S. It'is a world concept, a world-
concretizaton. And-it is that historic look at it, and thke
looking at ‘ourselves, that will assure revolution-i m-per-

- manence to be.

from the 1950s to the 1980s —

‘Women’s Liberation and the D:alectl
- of Revolution: Reaching for the Future

“As will be evident

thoughout- this -book

(which ~covers 35 years

of writings on .a smgle

subject, Women’s

Liberation) the sharp
differentiation be-

tween ~Marx’s

Marxism and post:

Marx. Marxism is

not limited to that

one question. A

deep gulf existed’

between - Marx’s

multiiinear

view of ‘all

human  devel-

‘opment and

Engels’ uni-

linear view.
WL e
wnich. is

why. this

single’ subject—

Women’s. Liberation,

whether: viewed as it

relates to philosophy or to

L form of organization—is
inseparable from the dialectics of revolution.” 2
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Our sze and Times
: by Kevin A. Bar‘ry,and Mary Holmes
Editor’s note: The following was contributed by two Irani-

. an. activists with mformatwn also from Rasaneh and Ba- -

B - rayeh Azadi.

In Iran today, there are many forms of resistance to
Khomeini’s rule that are mnot: reported by the world
.. press. In June, political prisoners at Evin prison in Teh-
“‘ran_went on a hunger strike to protest the move of 40
other pnsoners to Kermanshah to be. executed. They
“were joined in their hunger strike by political prisoners
at Gohardasht prison, when one prisoner put himself on

- fire to protest torture and the intolerable conditions of

- life. Two prisoners on hunger strike have died. But the

"waves of hunger strikes have been spreadmg to .other

‘gities, among Kurdish women political prisoners in San-
-andaj and political pnsoners in Kermanshah.

- Mothers of pohtlcal prisoners have been protesting in
g'roups of 100 to 150 in front of the prime minister’s of-

4

Opposmon to Khomeml msnde lran

ren. They have been continuing to gather there despite
police threats.

‘Workers’ strikes. too, go unreported. In June,
10,000 workers at the Agricultural and Industrial
Company in Dezful and Shushter sat in at the plant,
protesting the company’s grants of extra benefits to

‘Hezbollah (Party of God) workers, demanding re-

moval of the plant manager, the right to form their
own workers’ council, and the right to benefits for
their children and unemployment benefits.

That same month, 10,000 workers ‘at Melli shoe facto-
ry in' Karaj, near Tehran, went ‘on strike refusing to ac-
cept a 10% hour work day, forcing the company to back
down. In Tabriz, workers at a brick-making factory went
on strike demanding a living wage, and sent workers to
other - brick- makmg factories around Tabriz, convincing
other workers to join their strike. The strike éontinued

~ for two weeks despite a police night raid and arrest of

two workers who have “disappeared.”

ment has mled that any factory with ten' or more work-

ers has to send two people to the war front each month,
- workers declared a May. Day resolutxon refusing to con-
_sent to this law.

In Oroomieh, there have been clashes with pohee
who raid streets and take youth by foree to the war
front. And in the rural areas, truck drivers are now
warning people about raids.as soon as they see po-
lice convoys on the road. ~ = G

Of the tens of thousands of youth who have fled the
country in: the past few years, many live as refugees in
Turkey, Pakistan, and India under horrible conditions of
life.”On July 8, Iranian refugee settlements in Pakistan
were attacked by Hezbollah goons ‘of Khomeini, -who

-were armed with machine guns and murdered four peo-

ple and injured 28 others. The Pakistani police had not

- only allowed this raid, but they too have been raiding

Iranian refugees, arresting and- interrogating them and

fice in Tehran, demanding the right to visit their child-

In the Kurdish city of Sanandaj, where the govern-

returning them to Iran as “subversives” to be executed.

; - . A a
New Caledonia farce
'The: September 13 referendum where
98% voted to remain a French colony
was a farce, since the indigenous Kanak
population did not vote, while the
French population and their allies
~ameng _the island’s recent immigrants
did.- The Kanaks dominate three of the
- -colony’s: four provinces, but_are slightly
~— outnumbered by’ the non-Kanaks, who
~mainly live in- Noumea, the capital. -

The Kanak Socialist National Libera-

“ytlon Front (FLNKS), the main Kanak

group, ‘has ‘been holding nonviolent-

marches and rallies throughout. the land
in recent weeks. In late August the
#FLNKS held a demonstration in Noum-
- ea, despite a ban. When police ordered

- them to leave, they instead sat down on
- _.the street and -linked arms. The re-

sponse of the French-police was to at-

- tack and beat them mercilessly, right in

front of TV cameras. FLNKS. leader
Jean-Marie Tjibacu compared police
.“tactics to those in South Africa. On the
~other hand, 20,000 French settlers and
their supporters were allowed to hold a
rally -on  September 9, while even re-
porters- covering . the Kanak movement

“have expenenced harassment and death

: th:eats

" French fasc:sm

French neo-fascist pohtlclan Jean-Ma-

rie Le Pen let the cat out of the bag in
'September when he told a radio inter-
vieWe’r that the Nazi gas chambers were

“a ‘minor point in the history: of World -

o War L Up to now, Le Pen’s National
: F*ﬁmt has been winning at last 10% in
national - elections . and .more in areas
- where there are high numbers of North
- ‘African immigrants. Le Pen, a former

- paratrooper who tortured Algerian revo-

lutionaries during that nation’s war for
- ‘independence from France, has built up

o his support mainly by racist attacks on

- Arab immigrants, while down-playing

* his anti-Semitism.

«Now that Le Pen’s views on Nazism
are public, will France’s rightist Prime
_Minister Chirac continue to. advocate
alliances with Le Pen in local elections
. against the Left? Will Le Pen continue
- to-be invited to British Tory Party con-

ventions? Will he once again get a pho-
~ to .opportunity shaking hands with
- Reagan; as he did at a recent conserva-
‘tive dmner in Washington?.

Protest Russian rule

v

On August 23, thousands of protestors -

gallied in Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia -

- to. mark the anniversary of the 1939
- Hitler-Stalin Pact, when - their lands
were annexed by Stalin’s Russia as the
world stood by silently, and World War

. I began as Poland was invaded and di- ~
vided up by Germany and Russia. It

“was in fact that notorious Pact which

.- ~compelled " the - founder of Marxist-Hu- -
- manism, ‘Raya Dunayevskaya, to break

" with Leon Trotsky and begin the jour-
ney toward her pathbreaking analysis of

: ;bm:;:‘ @ Russna as a ‘state-capitalist soci-
ety.. .-

- ‘Today, from the Baltlc nations in the
west to central Asia ‘in the east, Gorba-

- chev’'s . Russxa is in- ferment. ‘In Alma

. Ata, scene of a. December 1986 Kazakh
* 7 yprising  against Russian chauvinism, a
_ypung Kazakh student, R. Ryskubelkov
“has been -sentenced to death. Opposi-

. f, tionists from both Poland and Czecho-

.....

r:«vea, .;v,oo'-va

‘Marxism-Leninism-Mao

spared, while some Russian intellectuals

have called for the  abolition of the-

death penalty, citing its abolition in rev-

: olutlonary Russia in 1920.

Also in Central Asia, it has been rev-
ealed that  thirty young women have
burned themselves to death in Tadzhik-
istan in the last three years to protest
traditional Islam-influenced restrictions
on women. The thirty women were pro-
testing arranged marriages, not being
allowed to -attend -school, battery and
other gross violations of their humanity.

While many reports are stressing
Gorbachev’s liberalization programs,

these -have not changed nor. can. they

change Russia’s state-capitalist nature.

This is illustrated in. a recent article by

Robert C. Toth (Chicago Sun-Tinmies,
8/31/87) which notes that Gorbachev
has given the KGB secret police a
greater role than ever before, including
a spot on the Politburo for its head,

Victor Chebrikov. Toth writes that “the

KGB is the only major institution Gor-
bachev has not publicly criticized.”

~ China’s new purge

The Chinese Communist: Party (CCP)
is sweeping its ideological decks as the
13th -national party congress, planned
for Oct. 25, approaches. Reports have
surfaced within the past two months
that several more high-ranking intellec-
tuals have been purged or “asked to

leave” the CCP.

One is Wang Ruoshui who, dunng the
1983 Marx centenary in China, - theor-
ized that socialism and not only capital-

ism could generate alienation, and criti-
“anti-spiritual '

cized the then-ongoing
pollution”™ campaign. Wang was among
those targeted for ~criticism following

the massive student demonstrations .

which swept- China in December and
January., ]

St Shaozi, director of the Institute of
; Zedong
Thought, has also reportedly been
sacked for allowing articles critical of
the CCP to be printed.. ,

While the latest purges have taken
place quietly, the party press in early

September publicized widely the posi-
tions to. be. endorsed at the -national:

congress. Articles  have . appeared “pro-

moting the view that China in 1987 has |

only arrived 4% an “immature and im-

perfect” stage of socialism, and that this:
stage is expected to continue “for a long:

time to come.”

This doctrine provides an ideological’
. “base for the current Chinese rulers to

ccntinue on the' present road of so-

called economic reforms to expand ‘Chi- .
na’s “backward” productive forces. It :

shifts the focus even further away from

workers at the point of production to
_concentrate instead .on market growth, -

the workings of finance capital, and
ownership, private and state.

Workers, the actual and only “prod-.
uctive force’ in state-capitalist . China,

may be surprised to learn in 1987 that

all the surplus value .extracted from:

them has not advanced China (or its id-. |
eologues?) ‘beyond ‘Mao’s 1956 declara--
tion that the transition to socialism was. |

complete.

thppmes coup

Below are excerpts from a report we re--
ceived from the Philippines on the most re- ' .

cent coup aitempt.

The August 28 coup - attempt on- the
Aquino government staged by Colonel -
Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan cannot be "
dismissed merely as an internal dispute-
between two military factions. There is|
an added dimension to this internal fac-.
tional- strife of the ‘military, that is, the "
invelvement of the United States in the:

recent coup attempt.
" The bloody coup d’etat was fueled by

several factors: 1) internal dissension of -
the military faction which staged the .

coup against the Aquino government

because of its policies toward the com-"

munist rebels; 2) the lack of economic

welfare for the low-salaried AFP sol-
diers;.3) the ideals of professionalism; 4) -
dxsenchantment with “tradltlonal politi-

cians.’

These are the demands of the coup
plotters as far jas official statements are
concerned. However, there was a hidden

nature of the coup attempt in the ﬁrst ,

government’s plans- to

hours.: i was a strategy 'to - generate
sympathy and support from other ranks
of the military and the people. This .
hidden nature of the coup is the pohtlcs
mvolved in it. :

At this point there are . indicators that
the U.S. foreign: policy has a double

" standard with respect to dealing with
‘the: political situation: arising from the

August 28 coup attempt. This double

. standard stems from the uneasiness of

the - U.S- government- with President
Aquino’s policy ' towards the United
States bases. Aquino is keeping all op--
tions-open until 1992—the time for re-
negotiation of the leases for U.S. ‘mili-

tary bases i

In Bnef.... :

Bolwla—Teachers and educatlon'

" employees, numbering 80,000, went on'. .-
- strike ‘July 13 for an increase.in their:

paltry - $40 a month wages. They have -

received widespread support, including
from peasant unions. that blocked trans-
portation in the countryside. In late Au-
gust, ‘the Federation of Education

. Workers. rejected ‘a’government offer to

give them a one-time pittance “Bonus™" .
nstead of a raise. They also oppose the:

“privatize” the,

education system. - :

- ok EE .

‘ Polahd——Marches and commemora-
tions were held on the seventh anniver-

" sary of the founding of Solidarnosc.

People turned out in Gdansk, Warsaw,
Wroclaw, Lodz and other cities. In Wro-
claw, a group of 500 workers that as-
sembled near the -Polar refrigeration
plant were dispersed by riot police.
Workers at.-the factory had attempted
to form .a. union “under-the name -Soli-
darnosc, but their apphcat:on was- re-
jected by the courts.

A3 the Polish economy continues to ;
smk, ‘people are: bemg forced to work

“sometimes up to 16 hours a day, or to

hold .more: than one job, . in order to
keep -up with price increases. Marchers

- in’ Gdansk called for an end to the price .

hikes, and “factories for the workers.”

| Who We Are and What We Stand For

News & Letters is published by News and Letters
Committees, an organization of Marxist- Humanists that
stands for the abolition of capitalism, whether in its pri-

" vate pmperty form as in the U.S,, or its state property

form, as in Russia or China. We stand for the develop-
ment of .new human relations, what Marx ﬁrst called a
new Humanism.

News & Lette'rs was founded in 1955, the year of the
Detroit wildcat strikes against Automation and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation—activities .
which signaled a new movement from practice that was
itself a form of theory. News & Letters was created so

~ that the. voices of revolt from below could be heard

unseparated from the articulation of a philosophy of lib-
eration. We have organized ourselves into a committee
form of orgamzatlon rather than any elitist party |“to
lead >

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-87), founder of the body of
ideas of Marmst-Humamsm became Chairwoman of]|the
National :Editoriai poard and National Chairwoman of
the Committees from its founding to 1987, Charles Den—
by (1907-83), a Black production worker; author of In-
dignani Heart: A Black Worker’s Journal, became
editor of the. paper from 1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya’s -
works Marxism and Freedom...from 1776 until Today;

Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to Sartre bnd
from Marx to Mao and Rosa Luxemburg, Wom n’s

------------------

“out the phllosophlc ground of Marxs Humamsm inter-
nationally, as American Civilization- on Trial concre-

tizes it on the American scene and shows. the two-way

road between the U.S. and Africa. These works ‘chal-

lenge post-Marx Marxists to return to Marx’s Marxism.
The new visions- of the future that Dunayevskaya left

us in- her work from the 1940s to the 1980s are rooted

in her rediscovery of Marx’s Marxism in its original

form as a “new Humanism” and in-her re-creation of . -
~-that philosophy for our age as “Marxist-Humanism.”
The development‘; of the Marxist-Humanism of Duna- -

yevskaya is recorded in the documents on microfilm and
open to all under the title The Raya- Dunayevskaya
Collection—Marxist-Humanism: A Half Century of its
World Development, on deposit at -the: Wayne State

University Archives. of: Labor and Urban Affairs in De- »

troit, Michigan.

News and Letters Committees aims: at’ developmg and, o

concretizing this body of ideas for our time. In opposing
this- capitalistic, -racist; -sexist, = exploitative ‘society, we
participate in ‘all class and freedom struggles, nationally
and mtematlonally As -our Constitution states: “It is

our aim..to promiote the firmest unity among workers, -

‘Blacks and other ‘minorities, women, youth' and those

intellectuals who 'have broken with the ruling” bureaue- -
" racy of both capital and labor.” We do not separate

mass activities from the activity of thinking. Send for a
copy of the Constitutlon of News ‘and Letters Comlmt-
tees
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