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1891-1988 
As we go to press we have just learned the sad 

news of the death of the Scottish Marxist-Human­
ist Harry McShane. Our In Memoriam to this leg­
endary revolutionary and colleague of Raya 
Dunayevskaya will appear in the June issue of 
News & Let ters . 

Black Wor/d 

Botha's 

unbridled 

state terror 
b y L o u T u r n e r 

The cold-blooded, early morning assassination of Dul-
cie September, chairwoman of the ANC (African Na­
tional Congress) in France, on March 29; the April 7 
car-bombing of the prominent ANC lawyer Albie Sachs 
in Maputo, the capital of Mozambique, and the dawn 
raid by a South African death squad in Botswana's cap­
ital city of Gaborone, on March 28, which left three 
women and a man dead, mark a new reign of state ter­
ror emanating from Pretoria. 

There is nothing new in South Africa's imperialist in­
cursions against civilian targets . What is new is that 
apartheid terrorism has moved onto the stage of those 
Western nations that have constructively abetted the 
Botha regime which the Black massfes have been revolt­
ing against for more than a decade. That illicit liaison 
with apartheid has fostered an environment in the West 
in which South African death squads now feel confident 
[that they can operate with impunity. 
|DEATH SQUADS UNLEASHED IN WEST 
j Dulcie September had earlier received death threats 
and had asked the Chirac-Mitterrand government for 
protection, but none was provided. And only two days 
before her murder, a bomb had been discovered and de­
fused outside ANC headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. 

I t is significant that France's North African immi­
grant minority were among the thousands who im-
mediately took to the streets in a number of demon­
strations in Par is to protest the brutal murder of 
September, at a t ime when the most racist electoral 
campaign is underway in France as both the Left 
Mid the Right openly court the anti-African chauvi­
nism of the white electorate. The fact is tha t "for 
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New youth movement challenges 
Reaganism's racism, war actions 

by Barry Keith 
On the 20th anniversary of the worldwide youth re­

volts of 1968, a new U.S. student movement has begun 
to emerge and confront -Reaganism and its legacy in 
anti-racist and anti-war actions from Berkeley to New 
Hampshire, and from Pennsylvania to Kentucky. 

This new type of movement was born in 1987, in re­
sponse to a disgusting series of on-campus racial attacks 
on Black and minority students. By 1988, the overall 
movement has grown in numbers, in seriousness of pur­
pose, and in a willingness to engage in philosophic prob-
ings. 
SPRING 1988: PROTESTS 
ACROSS THE LAND 

In recent months, two major victorious student re­
volts have taken place. At the University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst, Black students occupied a building to 
protest the totally unprovoked beating of a Black stu­
dent by racists. Thousands of other students rallied to 
support their demands. At Gallaudet University in 

Photo from the Northern 

Students a t Nor the rn Illinois Univers i ty t a k e 
s t ree ts for sit-in. See s tory p . 11-

Star 

to 

P ro tes t aga ins t r ac i sm a t U.C., Berkeley 

Washington, D.C., the whole campus rose up against 
the hiring of yet another non-deaf president for the 
largest college of the deaf. But the range and scope of 
the new protests were not limited to these two well-
publicized ones. 

• At elite Dartmouth College, weeks of anti-racist 
forums, marches and rallies against the Dartmouth Re­
view, a Reaganite, anti-Black, anti-gay, anti-Semitic 
student magazine, finally caused the administration to 
suspend three of its "writers," who had verbally and 
physically harassed a Black professor right outside his 
classroom. These racists are supported by big outside 
interests, and one of them was immediately given a 
staff job, during his suspension, by Senator Dan Quayle 
of Indiana. Despite a struggle since 1985, Dartmouth 

still refuses to divest its massive South Africa-related 
stock holdings. 

• At Berkeley, two separate sit-ins occurred in March 
and April. One was against racial harassment of a Black 
woman student. The other was at the law school, which 
has fewer permanent minority faculty than any other 
besides the University of Chicago, alma mater of Robert 
Bork. 

• At Penn State University, 150 students occupied a 
building for 15 hours, demanding funded programs to 
recruit more minority faculty on a campus whose stu­
dent body is 3.6% Black, with its faculty a paltry 1.6%.-
At least 89 students were arrested. 

Anti-racist protests took place as well at University of 
Kentucky, where trustee, former governor and baseball 
commissioner A. B. "Happy" Chandler had used the 
word "n r" during a discussion on divestment. Chan­
dler has not even been asked to resign by the adminis­
tration, even though student protests have mushroomed, 
including the whole football team. 

The same week, 500 students demonstrated at Duke 
University to support an affirmative action plan requir­
ing each academic department to hire at least one 
Black faculty- member by 1993. The plan has initially 
been voted down by the faculty, but this decision was 
reversed after a week of protests. x 

Outside of. the campuses, youth are feeling the 
brunt of Reaganism still more sharply. Reagan budg­
et cuts will reduce the number of youth summer jobs 
in Chicago from 24,000 to 14,000, which prompted 
over J.00 mainly Black and Latino youth to protest 
outside the Chicago Federal Building. In the days be­
fore this demonstration, high school and college stu-

(continued on page 10) 

Police launch racist sweep against gangs 
by Gene Ford 

Los Angeles, Cdl.—The recent national attention 
that gang violence in L.A. has re •• ived shows Black Los 
Angeles as a haven for drug trade and murder. In reali­
ty, there have been over 80 shootings related to gang 
violence in Los Angeles County this year. So during the 
weekend of April 8-9 there was a small invasion of 
Watts and South Central L.A. by the Los Angeles Po­
lice Department (LAPD) which netted the arrest of 
1,453 suspected gang members. 

Only 103 were charged with a crime. Many of the ar­
rests were for "nothing," like not having proper ID, 
spitting on the sidewalk, or littering. Even the L.A. 
chapter of the NAACP had to come out against these 
racist sweeps—which they partly called for: "What is 
disturbing is the fact that 46% of the individuals arrest­
ed were not gang members. These same arrests would 
not have occurred in Westwood Village (a predominant­
ly-white business district)." The NAACP received 150 
complaints during the weekend from the community for 
police harassment. 

The sweeps took place with an additional 1,000 po­
lice officers. For the past few years, this police pres­
ence has been demanded by many of the established 
Black leadership and by a few community-based or­
ganizations that think equal justice under the law 
means more police on the streets. What that equals 
for the Black and Latino community is not more pro­
tection, just more guns on the streets. That is not 
what we need, because we as members, not crimi­
nals, of the Black community become the target of 

arres ts , beatings, and shootings by police. Being 
Black and poor under capitalism has always been a 
racist crime against us. 

The recent release of the film "Colors" was feared by 
many established Black leaders as possibly promoting 
more gang shootings. They said this film could glorify 
gang life, but in fact it is nothing more than a police 
story which makes "all" Black and Latino youth look 
like little terrorists Who must be contained, imprisoned, 
or killed. 

In reality, what promotes gang life is a segregated 
community backed up against the wall, with a lack 
of decent-paying jobs or decent housing, which puts 
the Black community at the br ink of explosion. Add 
a little "crack" money and some AK-47s, and you've 
got yourself a small-scale war where we all become 
victims. 

The demand for an outside force such as the LAPD 
to be brought in to free us, so we can walk the streets 
without fear once again, is a fantasy. It is to fall victim 
to a fool like Chief of Police Gates who demanded and 
received a "limited" OK for wiretaps. Chief Gates sees 
"the greatest threat to democracy is democracy itself 
(sic)." 

We in the Black community must take control of our 
own destiny by grasping freedom for ourselves, and not 
expect help from the very power that oppresses us and 
puts us in this position in the first place. Our demand 
should be for social revolution which can change the 
thinking of an oppressed people and can stop this 
Black-on-Black crime, which is a crime against our­
selves. " _ • 
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China today: women's liberation's critique 'Scholar and the Feminist 
Editor's note: Below we print excerpts from a much long­

er article sent to us directly by our correspondent inside 
China (see January-February N&L for her article on worn-' 
en's situation in China today). 

In 1978 a national conference of the Communist Party 
(CP) of China issued the directive that socialist con-
struction rather than class struggle would be the prima­
ry goal of Chinese society. For Chinese women, this 
statement presents few surprises as the official Chinese 
women's movement has always closely followed the 
CP's political line since the formation of the Party in 
the^ 1920s. Then women adhered to the Marxist belief 
that their emancipation could only be achieved with the 
liberation of the proletarian class. Thus women under­
went the hardships in establishing socialist China and 
obtained many rights in 1949. Now what does this new 
stage in China's history mean for them? 

Women seem to be given opportunities to display 
their abilities. Some women scientists have surpassed 
their male colleagues; women entrepreneurs have 
emerged as a noticeable group, and some women man­
agers have reached important positions in business. 
Above all, China's 400 million rural women are playing 
a significant role in the economic transformation going 
on in the countryside. 

According to Women of China Gazette, in those 
more developed areas, about 50% of the female rural 
population are occupied in commerce production and 
their products make up more than half of the total out­
put. What must be mentioned is that these achieve­
ments are mostly due to the numerous workshops in 
which about 100 million country women have learned 
skills to improve their economic situation and more 
women are seeking such learning opportunities. 

WINGS TOO HEAVY TO SOAR 
The other side of the matter, however, is not so 

bright. This is not to say that women are innately not 
as capable as men, but that because of traditions as 
well as their present inferior situation, women may find, 
just as some of them have said, "Our wings are too 
heavy to soar into the large space open to us." 

This saying is justified by the following: in education 
women made up 25.7% of the university graduates, 
37.4% of the high school and 42.2% of the primary 
school graduates. Women count for about 160 million 
among China's 200 million illiterate or half-illiterate 
people. Although China before 1949 was accused of 
being the chief culprit, it is hard to deny the fact that 
many of these illiterate women were born after 1949 
and a large group of them are teenagers or even youn­
ger. 

Nevertheless, the most urgent problem is to re­
lieve the 30 million women factory workers from job 
insecurity. Now a large number of them have been 
removed from their posts as surplus hands since re­
forms were s tar ted in the factory system. 
. Paradoxically, when the Party is enthusiastically talk­

ing about a change in the pohtical structure and social­
ist democracy is- loudly proclaimed, women are com­
pletely excluded from the central policy-making 
groups—the new Central Committee Politbureau offered 
not a single position to women. 

More insidious are sexist conceptions still pervasive in 
the culture. As early as Fifth Century B.C., regulations 
in the Book of Rights (a Confucian classic), stated that 
a man should act in the public world, whereas a wom­
an's place was in the home. In the process of socializa­
tion, these assumptions have become what Chinese call 
"unalterable principles." 

NEW STAGE-^IOPE AND CHALLENGE 
While the reforms are giving China a new look, the 

change in the mental construction has lagged behind. 
This has put Chinese women into a dilemma. If they 
are wise enough to seize the opportunities of self-devel­
opment, they are sure to meet with resistance and be 
punished in various forms: marriage breakdown, because 
the husband can't stand a career woman; the possibility 
of not being able to find a husband, because men intend 
to marry women inferior to themselves. On the other 
hand, if women stick to the tradition in order not to 
lose men's "favor," they are surely unable to obtain a 
high social standing in the future of China. 

The new stage means both hope and challenge. It -
heralds the entry of China into a historical phase in 
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which the people can enjoy more freedom and have 
more opportunit ies. Yet it also intensifies the prob­
lems women face. If solutions a re not worked out to 
address their problems in education, employment, 
politics, family, and if changes are not made in the 
social constructions, the new stage may, unfortu­
nately, weaken women's s tanding in the society. 

What must also be realized is that, either for China 
or for Chinese women in particular, the new stage is es­
sentially a long march that is by no means easier than 
the one the CP made during the 1930s. In this long 
march, Chinese women will either lose their present 
foothold or reach a world with more equality. 

—Chinese Women's Liberationist 

Women-
Worldwide 

A coalition of women's groups held a rally in New 
York City, March 11, in support of Tawana Brawley, 
the 16-year-old Black woman kidnapped, raped and 
tor tured by a group of white men in November, 
1987. Several hundred people protested the r ise in 
racist sexual a t tacks on women of color and the me­
dia's efforts to discredit Tawana Brawley's story, 
making he r not the victim bu t the criminal. 

Alexis DeViaux spoke a t the rally: "We a re not 
just talking about Wappinger Falls (where Brawley 
is from). We are talking about the 50-year-old Black 
woman from Newton, New Jersey , the little girls 
from the Bronx, and the Black woman beaten to 
death by the police. Here in New York City racist 
and sexual assaults have become a daily reality." 

—Information and photo from Womanews 
* * * 

Students from St. Scholastica's College in Manila, the 
Philippines, participated in a street demonstration in 
early April waving a banner reading "Fight against 
U.S.-Aquino collusion!" Daughters of generals, govern­
ment officials and other elite, the students have previ­
ously protested against American bases, rallied for land 
distribution, marched in funerals for slain leftist leaders 
and picketed a group of Norwegians who came to Ma­
nila to pick up mail-order brides. 

. * * * 

Beginning June 1, Michigan welfare recipients will no 
longer need a doctor's prescription to receive free con­
doms. The sponsor of the new ruling, while pretending 
to care about birth control and AIDS prevention, rev­
ealed that they only want to stop women on welfare 
from having more babies. The Department of Social 
Services will monitor disbursements so those oh welfare 
cannot get large quantities to "sell for profit." And the 
"more exotic brands" will not be covered. 

* * * 
Stanford ..University (California) students won their 
fight, March 31, to change the school's traditional West-
em Civilization course to one on Culture, Ideas and 
Values. The new class will include works by women, mi­
norities and people of color. U.S. Education Secretary 
William J. Bennett, revealing his narrow view of West­
ern history, denounced the change as a "retrogression in 
efforts to strengthen basic educational requirements 
that in time could weaken Western civilization." 

* * * 
A Profile of Working Women, released for National Sec­
retaries' Week, April 25-29, revealed a dramatic change 
in the work force with no corresponding change in the 
work place by employers who "live in a nostalgic dream 
of the 1950s." They are challenged by vocal clerical 
workers demanding child care, family leave, health in­
surance and the raising of the minimum wage. Compiled 
by 9 to 5, National Associaton of Working Women, the 
data showed that 65% of wonten between 16 and 64 are 
working, yet 60% have no maternity leave and only lA of 
1% of businesses help with child care in any way. 

New York, N.Y.—Barnard College's 15th annu 
"Scholar and the Feminist" conference March I 
brought together over 200 women, including mai 
whose international, Black and revolutionary ide 
about feminism escaped the confines of the conference 
title: "Motherhood versus Sisterhood." 

The most interesting speaker at the only non-music 
plenary session was Paula Giddings, who spoke < 
"Black Women in the Progressive Era," a period wh< 
women started their own schools, day care and comm 
nity organizations, unseparated from their participate 
in anti-lynehing, labor and suffrage campaigns. 

Sylvia Law, who spoke second, described the lack 
progress in getting women jobs in the construction i 
dustry. Rosi Braidotti of the Netherlands, speaking < 
"Everlasting Knots: Feminism and Critical Theory," ci 
tiqued theoreticians in the context of the current d 
bates over "feminist" science .and pointed up the iroi 
that, after so many years of the women's movemer 
motherhood is once more defining gender differences. 

Since no discussion was allowed in the plena: 
sessions it was in the workshops where the diale 
tics of thought unfolded, overflowed the classroon 
and found voice, if not inside, then at the News ai 
Let ters l i terature table. 

In the workshop that jammed up the Italian Marxi 
Gramsci and the Iranian Revolution, we raised Grai 
sci's advice that the philosopher posits himself as an ( 
ement of the^ struggle, in the context of Iran's rap 
counter-revolution arising from within the revoluti< 
where the women were the first to decry it while tl 
Left thought they could work with Khomeini. Seyei 
women agreed with this stark example of the impc 
tance of ideas, and came to our literature table to di 
cuss Marxist-Humanism further. 

In the workshop on "The Effects of Destabiliz 
t ioa on Women in Southern Africa," we heard abo 
t h e horr ible destruct ion by South African-back< 
counter-revolutionaries in Mozambique on the smi 
farmers, mostly women, who had been demandii 
tha t revolution change their lives. We made tl 
question tha t had been implicit throughout the co 
ference—"What happens after the revolution?"—e 
plicit in these workshops and a t our l i terature t a b ! 

There, a Dominican woman who had lived in Russ 
asked how Marxist-Humanism developed in opposite 
to the worldwide stage of state-capitalism. Two Germi 
women let us know that Raya Dunayevskaya's work 
being discussed there. And an older woman guard at ti 
College visited our table and commented that when t l 
conference used to draw seven or eight hundred wom€ 
"it was magnificent." —Anne Jaclai 

WRITE ON! 
Beloved by Toni Morrison (Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., Nt 
York 1987.) 

This Pulitzer prize winning novel is a lavish wo: 
written in the unique grace and style that Toni Mor 
son can give. It takes up a period of post-Civil W 
Ohio, and was developed by Morrison after reading 
real-life, 19th Century news article on a Black, womj 
who killed her child rather than handing the child o^ 
to slave owners. 

With persistence and passion the story unfolds r 
vealing, bit-by-bit, this grievous act. Sethe is tl 
mother who recollects the pas t along wi th her dei 
child who appears first as "appar i t ion" and then 
the form of "Beloved"—a young woman demandii 
to know the t ru th pf the past . 

A novel is not an historical account, although it c 
reflect history. With Beloved, a mystical veil cov< 
every part of the work. It is written as if in a drea 
not surrealistieally, rather, all the facts are never th« 
all at once. Morrison gives a view of the horrors of sh 
ery and some of the struggles against it. 

Other Black women I've spoken with about the no' 
defend the work vigorously and are aware of every ( 
tail within the story. Some said the novel is not ab« 
that act alone, but about the desire to not be fragmej 
ed, to become a whole human being. 

—Diane I 

An Olive Schreiner Reader: Writings on Women a 
South Africa, edited by Carol Barash (Pandora, Lone 
and New York, 1987). 

The South African writer, Olive Schreiner (181 
1920), was a friend of Eleanor Marx in the 1880s wh 
both were in England. A well-known feminist, she pi 
lished a book, Woman arid Labour, in 1911 that v 
very popular. This collection of 11 of her essays a 
stories shows some beautiful moments in her fictior 
especially on how children perceive the world. 

However, the book's subhead, "Writings on Won: 
and South Africa," is a misnomer. Rather, these ess* 
reveal the opposite: Schreiner kept women's fight 
equality and the Black fight for freedom in South A: 
ca in two totally separate compartments. Because s 
doesn't see the movement for human liberation as 
Universal, her feminism is narrowed to Mother Rig 
equal right to labor and to actually blaming women 
the downfall of civilizations because of what she a 
"the parasitism of the female." 

The afterword shows that Nadine Gordimer also si 
no connection between. Blacks and women's fight 
freedom, claiming: "It was as bizarre then... as now... 
regard a campaign for women's rights—black or whit« 
as relevant to the South African situation." 

7 —Terry Mc 
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Workshop Talks 
b y F e l i x M a r t i n , Lsibor Edi tor 

I was travelling across the country by train a few 
months ago, and certain scenes I saw will not leave my 
mind. In Las Vegas, Nev. the train pulled in to the sta­
tion early in the morning. The police were rounding up 
the homeless along the railroad tracks and putting them 
in police wagons. As the train pulled out, I noticed 
along the tracks the hundreds of pieces of rags and 
cardboard that had been the homeless people's beds. 

In downtown Los Angeles the streets are full of the 
homeless, and the numbers are growing. It's not be­
cause, like the right-wing know-;iothings say, "They're 
too lazy to work." Some homeless people have jobs, but 
with Reaganomics many people's wages won't buy both 
food and shelter! 
'- The House Labor and Education committee has now 
approved proposed legislation to raise the current feder­
al minimum wage of $3.35 an hour to $5.05, over the' 
next four years. That is what the minimum wage should 
be now, to equal the 25<t/hour it was in 1940! 
WELFARE FOR CAPITALISTS 

President Reagan is threatening to veto the bill. How 
many times has he threatened 
spending for the military-industriid complex? In the sev­
en years of the Reagan administration, what has he felt 
an urgency to do about the 80 million poor, including 
the three million homeless Americans? 

Reagan ' s so-called "Labor" Secre tary , Ann Mc­
Laughlin, said t h a t an increase in t h e min imum 
wage would h u r t worke r s , t ha t even to ra i se t h e 
min imum w a g e to $4.65 a n h o u r would lead t o a 

SF mass protest against 

builders' unionbusting 
San Francisco, Cal.—Over 4,000 union construc­

tion workers and supporters gathered in front of Mos-
cone Center downtown on March 7 to protest the Asso­
ciated Builders and Contractors (ABC) convention. It 
was a healthy reminder that San Francisco is a lot 
more than fancy jogging shoes, psycho-babble, sharking 
entrepreneurs and creepy upscale professionals. 

- It was really exhilarating to se«i thousands of real live 
human beings of all variety on one side and to see these 
horrible starchy men and women of the trendy business 
set cringing their way to the scab convention under a 
hail of epithets and educational comments with eggs 
and bright red tomatoes arching gracefully through the 
air onto their stiff little grey suits. The protest was 

\ against non-union labor and the "two-gate" system. 
Two-gate hiring is using non-unit >n labor with union la-

ibor or choosing a union with lower pay scales. 
One worker said, "The ABC has'stated that their aim 

5is to break union control of construction in the San 
Francisco area and lower wage: 5 by more than two-
thirds. We have to think about w ia t union really means 
and work hard at it. It s ta r ted ' i i the streets and here 
we are again." 

The protest really cut into the convention. The big 
ABC honchos asked for and got an injunction to limit 
the picket line, but the next day thousands showed up 
again but just stayed across the street. Several people 
were arrested for "possession of e ;gs." 

There is new militancy and r.ew opposition to this 
give-back economy and this two-tier and two-gater soci­
ety. As one demonstrator said, "We can't just live on a 
past reputation of being a union town. We have to 
make the words 'union' and 'solidarity' mean something 
TODAY AND NOW!" —Par t i c ipan t 

Which side are M.D.s on? 
Oakland, Cal.—~-Th&te> is a lot of discussion at 

Kaiser Hospitals about a letter from* a physician, Dr. 
Taller, to the management protssting the policy that 
physicians "will be required ''as a condition of employ­
ment' to perform any and -all nOn-physician duties" dur­
ing strikes. 

Dr. Taller finds "no argument" with making himself 
available "for these services," only he wants his obliga­
tion to come as a "Shareholder Physician" and part 
owner; He feels it is "urifferturiate" that the new policy 
failed to make this distinction "when many physicians 
are feeling low morale and increasing powerlessness in 
controlling their professional lives" 

The problem with Dr. Taller 's opposition to the 
hew policy is the1 fceirtury "old mental chain of profes­
sionalism—-a division of' l abo r ' he wholeheartedly 
wants to preserve. In contrast to that , some resi­
dents and in terns did sign a let ter in suppor t of the 
strikers. 

The strike brought out something different from Kai­
ser's' division ftf "labor: ^Everybody's Attitude at work 
whfal a problem'cdmeS u p ^ to Say,' ' 'There is a prob-
em, but I only work here. I don't make policy." On the 
Dicket line, on the other fiarid,' people who have the 
least amount of control of their -work-life at Kaiser were 
naking the decisions and taking responsibility them­
selves. They were mostly Black women and they were 
there on the picket line every day. t 

This division of labor is too dsep even for the union 
to touch. The ̂  grievance* procedure'preserves and pro­
motes it. They willingly' give" 'management- certain pre­
rogatives in the contract. I doubt that if you asked un­
ion officials, they would have much to disagree with Dr. 
Faller's letter. ,_. —Kaise r w o r k e r 

Working, yet homeless 
loss of 800,000 jobs . But w h a t does a job m e a n 
these days , w h e n a pe r son can have a full-time job 
and still no t be able to afford a place to live? 

Since Reagan took office, a job doesn't mean what it 
meant 20 or 30 or even seven years ago. Then, you 
could get a job, buy a house and car, and feed and 
clothe your family. Today, it takes two adults in the 
house both working, in some cases husband or wife 
working two jobs, to be able to support a family. 
MARX ON REAGANOMICS 

Over a hundred years ago, Karl Marx wrote that cap­
italism would demand that workers work 24 hours a day 
and live on air, and that still wouldn't be enough to 
keep the capitalist system going. 

In Marx's work Capital, he quoted a doctor who ex­
amined the diet of the workers in England in the 1860s, 
showing that most of them didn't get enough nutrition 
to avert starvation diseases: "That cases are innumera­
ble in which defective diet is the cause or the aggrava-
tor of disease can be affirmed by any one who is con-
versant...with the wards and out-patient rooms of hospi­
tals." Isn't this part of the reality in Reagan's America 
of the 1980s? And where in the 1860s the doctor re­
marked "The home...will be where shelter can be-cheap­
est bought...", in the 1980s many workers cannot afford 
even the cheapest home! 

Marx continued quoting the doctor: "The insuffi­
ciency of food...fell as a rule chiefly on the women 
and children." And it is the w o m e n a n d children who 
suffer the most in Reagan's America. 

Some people say that what Marx wrote 100 years ago 
is "outdated" and "doesn't apply" to the 1980s age of 
computers. But as a worker, I see what he wrote back 
then clearer than ever today. With Marx, I say it has to 
be the "new passions and new forces," the "gravedig-
gers" of capitalism, who will uproot this iphuman sys­
tem of the richest land on earth where children sleep 
on the streets. 

UFCW dues up, rights down 
Chicago, III.—The union (United Food and Com­

mercial Workers Local 100-A) raised our dues a dollar 
in April. People at Eckrich were angry, because we feel 
that the union doesn't do anything that justifies taking 
another dollar. What does the union stand for? They're 
supposed to be protecting our rights as workers and as 
human beings. I don't think they're doing that. They're 
just taking $16 a month from us. 

We are humans. We're not machines. I think people 
should have more of a say-so in the places that they 
work, especially on tjie equipment, on what would be 
more efficient, easier to repair and easier to operate. 
Like with the new machine on line #6 in department 
647. Why did they buy that? We have other machines 
that run a whole lot better at a faster speed. Now 
they've got 30,000 pounds of meat a day for line #6 . 
That would have been nothing—a regular eight hours 
probably—on one of those other machines. 

The company should be maintaining things so that 
they don't b reak down all the time and we can do 
our work in eight hours instead of 11 or 12. If you 
work 12 hours , and most people should sleep seven 
or eight hours , tha t leaves you with four hours out 
of the day to take care of everything else. Traveling 
takes up most of tha t t ime. 

Everything's against you. You can't eat right, you 
can't work right, you can't see the doctor without hav­
ing to miss work. And then that goes against you, too, 
because of the time off. When you work people like 
that, they're going to get sick eventually, if they don't 
get enough sleep. Then there are the writerups because 
you get sick. We're the ones that feel the effects of all 
the decisions the company makes. —Eckrich worker 

LABOUR'S • y\AY • DAY • 
0<OICflT£P ' TO • T H € ' W O R K £ R S • OFTH€'"W01UJ>' 

May 1, 1886: U.S. workers str ike for 8-hour day 
May 1, 1890: May Day becomes international 
May 1, 1988: May Day's legacy—tasks tha t 

remain to be done 

Wages sub-minimum already 
Newark, iV . J—Where some of the capitalists on 

the right are saying that raising the minimum wage 
would hurt business and put people out of work, the lib­
eral capitalists think it could be brought up to maybe a 
little over $4 an hour. 

I find both are on the same ground, because even if 
the capitalists would raise it this tiny bit it would not 
bring up my standard of living as a young worker much, 
if any. Many that started with the minimum are making 
more, but not much more. 

Then there is the talk of paying young workers a sub-
minimum wage, saying this would put more youth to 
work. This is a he. That would just mean youth would 
start with less and would end up hardly making more 
than today's minimum wage even after a long time. 

I will say that a little less than ten years ago I was 
working at one job at five dollars an hour for about a 
forty-hour week. Then as a high school student I could 
party and live all week long on my pay and still have 
money left over. But now I can barely survive on this 
money even when I work massive overtime. 

For young workers who, when we were growing 
up, thought tha t we could a t least make as much a s 
our parents , all tha t there is now is just hanging on. 
These days, working class youth have but two ways 
if they can work at all. One is to work two minimum 
wage jobs a n d / o r work a s much overtime as you 
can, and the second is the one tha t I and some of my 
friends fell into, tha t of having to live with someone 
like family, someone you may not get along with. 

This may all seem negative to people who do not see 
the actions of rebellious youth in these minimum wage 
jobs. Where I work, at Toys-R-Us, the company tried to 
have a contest to see who was fastest at working the 
new registers. When I looked at who had signed the list 
for this contest to act like a machine, I saw names like 
Mother Theresa, the Flying Nun, and so on! This shows 
the depth of the revolt in the minimum wage service 
sector jobs. —David L. Anderson 

Who We Are and What We Stand For 
News and Letters Committees is an organization of 

Marxist-Humanists that stands for the abolition of 
capitalism, whether in its private property form as in 
the U.S., or its state property form, as in Russia or 
China. We stand for the development of new human 
relations, what Marx first called a new Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the year of 
the Detroit wildcat strikes against Automation and 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation—ac­
tivities whjch /signaled a new movement from practice 
that ,was itself,-a form of theory. News & Letters was 
created so that the voices of revolt from below could 
be heard unseparated from the articulation of a phil­
osophy of liberation. We have organized ourselves into 
a committee form of organization rather than any eli­
tist party "to lead." 

Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-87), founder of the body 
of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, became Chairwoman 
of the National Editorial Board and National Chair­
woman of the Committees from its founding to 1987. 
Charles Denby (1907-83), a Black production worker, 
author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker 's Jour ­
nal, became editor of the paper from 1955- to 1983. 
Dunayevskaya's works Marxism and Freedom...from 
1776 until Today; Philosophy and Revolution: from 
Hegel to Sar t re and from Marx to Mao and Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Phil­
osophy of Revolut ion spell out the philosophic 

ground of Marx's Humanism internationally, as Amer­
ican Civilization on Trial concretizes it on the Ameri­
can scene and shows the two-way road between the 
U.S. and Africa. These works challenge post-Marx 
Marxists to return to Marx's Marxism. 

The new visions of :the future that Dunayevskaya 
left us in her work from the 1940s to the 1980s are 
rooted in her rediscovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a "new Humanism" and in her re-cre­
ation of that philosophy for our age as "Marxist-Hu­
manism." The development of the Marxist-Humanism 
of Dunayevskaya is recorded in the documents on mi­
crofilm and open to all under the title The Raya Du­
nayevskaya Collection—Marxist-Humanism: A Half 
Century of its World Development, on deposit at the 
Wayne State University Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs in Detroit, Michigan. 

News and Letters Committees aims at developing 
and concretizing this body of ideas for our time. In 
opposing this capitalistic, racist, sexist, exploitative so­
ciety, we participate in all class and freedom struggles, 
nationally and internationally. As our Constitution 
states: "It is our aim...to promote the firmest unity 
among workers, Blacks and other minorities, women, 
youth and those intellectuals who have broken with 
the ruling bureaucracy of both capital and labor." We 
do not separate mass activities from the f activity of 
thinking. Send for a copy of the Constitution of News 
and Letters Committees. 
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From the writings of Ray a Dunayevskaya 

Marxist-Humanist Archives 
b y R a y a D u n a y e v s k a y a , Founder of Marxist-Humanism 

Editor's note: The current rampant racism in Reagan's America makes it most appropri­
ate to re-publish this review of American Civilization on Trial, "Freedom occupies con­
sciousness." It first appeared in the May, 1963 issue of News & Letters as American Civi­
lization on Trial was coming off the 
press. 

Two very opposite events, which 
reverberated around the world, first in 
1957, and again in 1962, were held in 
unison in men's consciousness. In 1956, 
Sputnik No. 1 and Little Rock were 
the main headliners; in 1962, James 
Meredith's courageous attempt to en­
ter the University of Mississippi took 
the lustre out of the spectacular six 
orbital flight of Astronaut Walter 
Schirra. An age in which "a little 
thing," like school desegregation, 
can hold in tow such scientific mile­
stones is an age in which men's con­
sciousness is preoccupied, not with 
science, but with human freedom. 

Throughout history, all great turn­
ing points were characterized by "the 
progress in the consciousness of free­
dom." Under the impact of the great 
French Revolution, the German gen­
ius, G.W.F. Hegel, gave the most pro­
found expression to the unity in the 
deve lopment of freedom and of 
thought. "Only that which is an object 
of freedom," he wrote, "can be called 
an idea." It is from such a Hegelian-
Marxian point of view that the analy­
sis of United States, history is made in 
the pamphlet American Civilization 
on Trial. 

A brief review, such as this must be, 
cannot do justice to a study of 200 
years of the contradictory develop­
ment of the United States which has, 
moreover, been written so concisely as 
to fit into 36 pages. I shall limit my­
self therefore, to two aspects only: (1) 
the radical departure of this study 
from previous ones, both bourgeois 
and radical, and (2) the relationship of 
theory to practice as activity, and to 
practice as organizational form of a 
unifying philosophy. 

A RADICAL DEPARTURE 
Hitherto Negro struggles for free­

dom, where dealt with in histories at 
all, have been separated from the 
mainstream of American development. 
The present study, on the contrary, 
makes the Negro himself "the touch­
stone of history": 

"Because slavery has stained Ameri­
can civilization as it wrenched freedom 
from Great Britain, the Negro could 
give the lie to its democracy. At first 
he was alone in so doing. But with the 
birth of Abolitionism, and for three 
stormy decades thereafter, American 
civilization was placed on trial by 
whites as well who focused on the an­
tagonism between the ideal of freedom 
and the reality of slavery. The Negro 
became the touchstone of this class-
ridden, color conscious, defaced civi­
lization which has an ever-expand­
ing frontier but no unifying philoso-
phy." 

This is not only a matter of setting 
the record straight. 'Negro historians 
have striven mightily, and in many 
cases successfully, in recording the ac­
complishments of the Negro. The true 
writing of Negro history, quintessen­
tial as that is, is not yet the true writ­
ing of American and world history un­
less (1) there is a dialectical grasp of 
the relationship of minority and labor 
struggles, and (2) the movement of 
history is seen, not so much as a pro­
gression of great men, as a progression 
of great masses of men. Where old 
radicals tried to so this, they detailed 
the oppression without seeing the cre­
ativity of the masses. American Civi­
lization on Trial shows these as the 
subject, not the object, of historical 
development. We can gain a glance at 
these proper subjects of history, that 
is to say, its molders, by viewing the 
contents page of this pamphlet. (We 
are not including the contents page. For 
full pamphlet, see ad page 9.) 
THE "PSYCHOLOGY" 
OF JIM CROW1SM 

Being the proper subject of history 
has nothing, of course, to do with the 
subjectivism of the psychological ap­
proach to Jim Crowism which points 
to the prejudices of white workers as 

25th anniversary of 'American Civilization on Trial' 

Freedom occupies consciousness 
"proof that Jim Crowism is something apart from the class relationship betweer 
workers and capitalists. What these modern day "analysts" forget is this: just as th« 
"stigma" of slavery could not have persisted so long if its economic remains ii 
cotton culture and share cropping had not been the natural consequence of th< 
unfinished state of the Second American Revolution, so the psychology of Jin 
Crowism would not have persisted if it had not been re-introduced by the devel 

opment of Northern industrialisn 

Raya Dunayeveskaya 

May 1, 1910 - June 9, 1987 
In the spring she went away 
The scent of roses she loved filled the air 
She had been away before, following the holocaust in Marxism 
Surveying the wreckage of human and ideological carnage 
That survived the Hitler-Stalin years 
She always returned, never defeated, to seek new challenges 
In Africa she traveled through bush and acclaim, 
Twisting the British Lion's tail, seeking independence 
for the oppressed, hearing voices crying UHURU and passing it on 
Greeting both rulers, former students, and the people from the bush 
She was in the African fight for freedom while it was in progress 
At home again she set down what she had learned .. 
Building an organization, based on philosophy and returning 
Marxism to its humanist beginnings, combining theory with practice. 
Traveling again, to the Orient, Japan, Hong Kong and China 
Teaching, listening, learning the thoughts and aspirations 
of far-away but kindred spirits, creating philosophy for the future 
Now unexpectedly she went away again, never to return 
She rests with the Haymarket Martyrs, whose lives like hers 
were devoted to the class struggle for freedom and justice. 
Philosopher, teacher, organizer, friend and companion 
in our minds and hearts and memories she will always be with us. —John F. I>wyer 

Freedom Ideas International 
We are dedicating this issue of Freedom Ideas International to the memory of Raya 

Dunayeyskaya not only because she was the most truly original revolutionary thinker 
since the death of Lenin, but most particularly because of her active, relationship with 
blind people who are participants in every freedom movement. This caused her, in turn, 
to become a very special supporter of our struggle to gain access to the full world of ide­
as, which had been hidden from us in the medium of ink print. 

I first met Raya in the fall of 1965. Packed into a small apartment on Manhattan's 
Upper West Side along with 20-odd other civil rights workers, mostly Black and Hispan­
ic, all young, plus a couple of old Leftists. I heard her speak on the development of 
Maoism, his thought, its practice in China, its effects in the Third World and the Ameri­
can movement, and its inadequacy to answer the questions that we were asking. I was so 
moved by the breadth of her ideas and their relevance to our most immediate activity 
that at the close of the meeting I told her that I wished to continue the discussion, but 
would be unable to do this in writing because I had "poor eyesight." 

A T T H A T TIME I was still trying "to pass for sighted," hiding and denying my 
blindness even to myself. But I didn't fool Raya. Ignoring my "poor eyesight," she imme­
diately told me of a tape-recorded correspondence she had had with a Marxist from Eng­
land who was blind. Using tape had been her idea. She told me that she had been 
amazed to find that no one had ever suggested this to him before, much less done it. 
This use of tape-recorded correspondence had occurred in the 1950s, when only a few 
people in the field of rehabilitation had recognized tape as an important medium of com­
munication for the blind. 

Raya's biggest concern with everyone she met was that there be no barrier to the 
back and forth of ideas between them. In 1966, when I had become a Marxist-Humanist, 
she told me that the most important concretization of this, decision would be for me to 
see that her book Marxism & Freedom was made available to blind people, if not in 
Braille, then certainly on tape. She said this was important "not only for you, who agree 
with these ideas, but also for many others who may or may not agree with them, but 
who will all have something important to say." 

A L W A Y S S E N S I T I V E T O the full meaning of language, in the early 1980s Raya 
insisted that sighted comrades stop using the rhetorical phrase "blind to the..." She in­
sisted that physical blindness neither fostered nor limited the development of humanity 
or its ideas. 

In 1981, I raised with her the fact that although we had already made News & Let­
ters available on tape to blind subscribers, we, blind people, needed our own organiza­
tion which would make revolutionary publications available to us. She stressed "if you 
do this, you must make sure to make the whole range of revolutionary ideas available, 
not only our own. Every idea gains from the test of its collision with other ideas.: Blind, 
people deserve to witness this no less than anyone else." It was this conversation • whidh 
caused us to create the form of Freedom Ideas International. 

—Steve Handschu, editor 

into monopoly capitalism. The latte: 
needed Southern racism for its plungi 
into imperialism even as it needei 
imperialism for its violent struggle! 
against white labor's challenge to it 
exploitative rule. As we phrase it ii 
the pamphlet: 

"The 'psychology of Jim Crowism 
is itself the result, not the cause, o 
monopoly capital extending its tenta 
cles into the Caribbean and the Pacil 
ic as it became transformed into impe 
rialism, with the Spanish-America] 
War. 
THOUGHT AND PRACTICE 
AND THE FOUNDING OF 
NEWS & LETTERS 

A new form of Mass revolt emergei 
during World War II. In Europe w 
witnessed the growth of the Resist 
ance movements, and in the Unitei 
States there was an outburst, in 194£ 
both of the first miners' strike am 
the first Negro demonstrations to tak 
place right in the midst of a worli 
war. The struggles in the Unitei 
States nailed down the lie of workers 
rights and full democracy propagate: 
not only by the ruling class, but b; 
the Communists, who, with the Naa 
invasion of Russia, had become th 
most rabid "American patriots.1 

They approved the no-strike pledg 
to chain workers to the war ma 
chine. They opposed any independ 
ent movement of Negroes for thei 
democratic rights. 

Witness the cynicism of The Dail 
Worker which wrote: "Hitler is th 
main enemy and the foes of Negr 
rights in this country should be cor 
sidered as secondary." The Negroe 
had no need of the later vicious Mc 
Carthy type of anti-Communism 
they knew the true nature of Con 
munism and fought against it a fu 
decade ahead of McCarthy's discot 
ery for his own reactionary needs. 

The period of new revolts whic 
was initiated in 1943 was the perio 
also of a great clarification of though 
Some of us who were later to foun 
News & Letters had developed th 
following theoretical analyses: (1) Ru: 
sia, which had long since stoppe 
being a workers' state, had, with th 
outbreak of World War II, become 
fully state-capitalist society whic 
would challenge its present Allies ft 
world domination. (2) By seeing th 
new stage of capitalist development-
state-capitalism—as a world develoj 
ment, and relating it to new forms < 
mass revolt, we put ourselves on tr 
alert both to the Middle East, Afri 
Asian, Latin American revolutioi 
against Western imperialism, and sue 
phenomenal developments as the firi 
revolt (East Germany, 1953) again; 
Russian totalitarianism. (3) At t l 
same time, by listening closely to tl 
spontaneous remarks of miners : 
their struggle against the first appea 
ance of Automation in 1950, as well > 
the continuous struggles of the Ne 
roes, we were led to the discovery 
the American and Humanist roots 
Marxian philosophy, and therefore • 
the break with all old radicals. 

These three preparatory stages pe 
mitted the founding of News & Le 
ters as the only paper edited by 
production worker (who happen* 
also to be a Negro) in a way in whi< 
it became a forum for the rank ai 
file and was, simultaneously, tl 
manifestation of a unique combinati< 
of workers, and intellectuals. Tins,li 
to the formation of News and Lette 
Committees and the publication 
such diverse books and pamphlets 
Marxism and Freedom...from 17' 
until today, and Workers Battle A 
tomation; Nationalism, Communis! 
Marxist-Humanism and the Afr 
Asian Revolutions, and Freedo 

i Riders Speak for Themselves. 
' • *The latest pamphlet to come off t 

press , American Civi l ization i 

(continued on page 9) 
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Essay Article Dunayevskaya's new perceptions of Lenin 

reorganize 

s 

developed a startling 
journey through Hegel's 

'New Perceptions of 
represented a pro-

•jvork on Lenin. Earlier, 
Philosophic Note-

obliteration, but 
of Lenin's phil-

political ramifications, 
the 1917 Revolution to 

Lenin's failure to 
would have shown 
c roots of his new 

her critique to en-
his earlier concept 

light of his new philo-
will see, her 1986-87 

,'s Philosophic Note-
of their limitations 

philosophic ambiva-
central focuses of the 

in the mid-1980s—a 
and Philos-

Organization Born out 

Lenin focused on how 
in the concluding 

particularly the chap-
" and the "Absolute 

by Eugene Walker 
In 1986-87 Raya Dunayevskayi 

new view of Lenin's philosophic 
Science of Logic. What she called 
Lenin's Philosophic Ambivalence' 
found deepening of her previous 
she had not only rescued Lenin' 
books (PN) of 1914-15 from Stalinist 
had presented a profound interpretation 
osophic reorganization. and its 
ranging from his preparation for 
his practice in the new Soviet state. 

Dunayevskaya had as well critiqued 
make those Notebooks public, which 
to other revolutionaries the philosophic 
political practice. She had extended 
compass Lenin's failure to 
of the vanguard-party-to-lead in 
sophic vantage point.1 Now, as 
view dives deeply again into Lenth 
books and presents new perceptions 
as well as their greatness. 

Her different view of Lenin'i 
lence was to become one of the 
problematic she was at work 
new work on "Dialectics of Organization 
ophy: The Par ty and Forms of 
of Spontaneity." 

Dunayevskaya's new critique of 
he had dug into Hegel's dialectic 
chapters in the Science of Logic, 
ters on "The Idea of Cogniti 
Idea." 
LENIN'S READING OF HEGEL'S 
TWO LOGICS 

Of particular importance in following the development 
of Dunayevskaya's critique, are her letters to the non-
Marxist Hegel scholars, George 
Louis Dupre.2 She wrote to them: "When Lenin com­
pleted Chapter 2, 'The Idea of Cognition,' he didn't re­
ally go to Chapter 3, 'The Absolute Idea,' but first pro­
ceeded for seven pages with his own 'translation' (inter­
pretation)...! consider that he is still only on the 
threshold of the Absolute Idea, Indeed all that follows 
p. 219̂  in his Notes shows that to be true, and explains 
why Lenin proceeded on his own after the end of his 
Notes on the Absolute Idea, and returned to the small­
er Logic." This is a view that she had not developed in 
her previous published works on Lenin. 

It was not only a new study of Lenin's journey 
through the last chapters of the Science of Logic on 
the "Idea of Cognition" and the "Absolute Idea," but 

;'became an examination of Hegel's different versions of 
\ those chapters. In these same letters to Kelly and 
Dupre, Dunayevskaya asked them for their view of He-

r gel's abbreviated presentation of the Idea of Cognition 
and Absolute Idea as presented ia Hegel's Encylopedia 
Logic as contrasted to his fuller presentation in the Sci­
ence of Logic: 

"Whether or not Lenin had a rigfit to 'misread' the differ­
ence in Hegel's two articulations in the Science and in the 
smaller Logic isn't it true that Hegel, by creating the sub­
section, 'Volition,' which does not appear in the Science, 
left open the door for a future generation of Marxists to be­
come so enthralled with Ch. 2, 'The Idea of Cognition'— 
which ended with ^ the pronouncement that Practice was 
higher than Theory—that they sou an identity of the two 
versions? These Marxists weren't Kantians believing that all 
contradictions will be solved by actions of 'men of good 
will.' 

"There is no reason, I think, for introducing a new sub­
heading which lets Marxists think that now that practice is 
'higher' than theory, and that 'Will/ not as willfullness, but 
as action, is their province, they do not need to study Hegel 
further." 

What is the significance of Lenin's never fully digging 
into the chapter on Absolute Ide«i in Hegel's Science of 
Logic, preferring instead this abbreviated Encyclopedia 
Logic? Let us briefly trace Lenin's journey. In Marxism 
and Freedom (1958) Dunayevskaya wrote, "When Le­
nin began his study of Hegel, as his Philosophic Note­
books show, he still felt compelled to emphasize that he 
is reading Hegel materialistically, instead of taking that 
for granted and going on to what was new." (p. 169)-
Thus Lenin began his reading b3r thinking of material­
ism as something external that he would have to intro­
duce into the Hegelian dialectic. 

But by the time Lenin comes i;o the Doctrine of the 
Notion he discovers "the germs of historical materi­
alism in Hegel." (PN, p. 189) Materialism is no longer 
something tha t had to be "introduced" or "read into 
Hegel." It was right within Hegel's own thought. In 
contrast to the vulgar materialists, Lenin recognized 
this: "Intelligent idealism is closer to intelligent ma-

1. Dunayevskaya's first work with Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks be­
gan in the 1940s when she made the first English translation of Lenin's 
Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic, 19491 (Microfilm 1492, The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection1, Marxist-Humanism: A Half-Century of 
Its World Development, rWayne! State University Archives of Labor 
and Urban Affairs, Detroit, Michigan). :These were subsequently pub­
lished as an appendix to the first edition: of her Marxism and Free­
dom, 1958. To trace the development of her thought on Lenin's Philo­
sophic Notebooks see especially the following: Chapter X, "The Col­
lapse of the Second International and the Break in Lenin's Thought" in 
Marxism and Freedom: "Lenin on Hegel's Science of Logic: Notes on 
i Series of Lectures," Microfilm #3885 The Raya Dunayevskaya Col­
lection; Chapter 3, "The Shock of Recognition and the Philosophic Am-
Divalence of Lenin," Philosophy and Revolution, 1973; "A Preliminary 
Note on the Dialectic^ In Marx of ;the early 1840s; in Luxemburg, 1902; 
in Lenin, 1914" in, R»sa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, 1982. 
I. See "Dialogue with 'Non-Marxist Hegel scholars'" in Supplement to 
the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, Microfilm 11216-11250 

terialism than stupid materialism. Dialectical ideal­
ism instead of intelligent; metaphysical, undeveloped, 
dead, crude, rigid instead of stupid." (PN, p. 276) 

Lenin's movement had been -from appearance, where 
materialism was seen as external to Hegel's dialectic, to 
a concept that materialism was within the dialectic, 
part of its very essence. He writes: "When Hegel tries— 
sometimes even strains himself and worrigp to death—to 
subsume the purposeful activity of man under the categories 
of logic, saying that this activity is the 'syllogism,' that the 
subject plays the role of some sort of'member' in the logical 
'figure' of the syllogism, etc. then this is not only a strain, 
not only a game There is here a very deep content, purely 
materialistic". "NB the categories of Logic and the practice 
of man." (PN p. 198) (Translation used here is from 
Dunayevskaya's Marxism and Freedom, 1958 edition.) 

Lenin's profound grasp of this dimension of the 
Hegelian dialectic set the ground for all that followed as 
a practicing revolutionary from 1915 until his death. 

But it was precisely at this point of Lenin's great ap­
preciation of the richness of materialism within Hegel's 

' y sts& 

i'M^ 
Lenin, May Day 1920 

WM 

dialectic—where Lenin's dive into Hegel reached its 
highest point and stopped—that Dunayevskaya's new 
perceptions. of Lenin's philosophic ambivalence began. 
What I believe she was probing in 1986-87 was that 
Lenin never fully grasped the Self-Determination of the 
Idea, not alone as practice, as profoundly linked by 
Lenin to self-determination of nations and peoples, but 
as Idea, as Notion within the Doctrine of the Notion, 
and as it was further developed by Hegel as the Self-
Thinking Idea within the Absolute Mind chapter of 
Philosophy of Mind. 

LENIN'S 'SHORTCUT AWAY FROM 
HEGEL'S ABSOLUTES 

Thus, it is not alone that there is materialism within 
Hegel's dialectic, though often shrouded in a mystical 
veil. It is that the movement, the Notion, is within the 
material, within objectivity when seen in its fullness. 

At the same time Hegel was determined to show the 
movement of the Idea a s Idea: "The pure Idea, in which 
the determinateness or reality of the Notion is itself raised 
to the level of Notion is an absolute liberation, having no 
further immediate determination which is not equally posit­
ed and equally Notion. Consequently there is no transition 
in this freedom...The transition here therefore must rather 
be taken to mean that the Idea freely releases itself..." (p. 
485-486, S of L) 

Because Lenin was preoccupied with what he saw as 
the need to work out the materialism within Hegel, he 
did not follow the Idea freely releasing itself, and began 
instead to quickly "translate" the dialectic. This was 
particularly true right within the chapter on the Idea of 
Cognition where Lenin had created that magnificent ex­
pression, "Alias: Man's Cognition not only reflects the 
objective world, but creates it." Following this expres­
sion Lenin had proceeded to divide the page of his Phil­
osophic Notebooks in half, putting "Hegelianisms" on 
one side and his "translations" on the other. 

Dunayevskaya had in her earlier writings pointed to 
these translations of Notion equaling Man, of Otherness 
which is in itself equaling Nature, of Absolute Idea 
equaling objective truth, as tremendously illuminating 
of the leaps within Lenin's thought. 

In 1986 she saw these "translations" in a new light. 
They became part of what she saw as Lenin's rush to 
practice, to the Practical Idea, to Nature translated as 
practice, Here, did she not see that Lenin's great insight 
in translating Nature as Practice ended up as a great 
barrier, when that Particularization became, in Lenin, 
almost a Universal, one that perhaps kept him from ful­
ly following the sweep of Hegel's thought deeply 
through the Absolute Idea, and then into Absolute 
Mind? 

Lenin's divided pages signified a shift from the Self-
Determination of the Idea to the Self-Determination of 
Humanity. This certainly could be magnificent. But if 
that meant fof Lenin the practice of man narrowed in 
such a way that it no longer would leave room to en­
compass the self-thinking Idea, then wasn't this a short­

cut, an avoidance of following Hegel into Absolute 
Mind? It is precisely within Absolute Mind where Lenin 
might have been able to work out spirit as the realm of 
the realization of human nature, which would have ex­
panded human practice to the dimension of human 
praxis. 

When Dunayevskaya followed Lenin into his com­
mentary on the chapter on Absolute Idea, what she 
confronted first was a Lenin writing his 16-point defi­
nition of the dialectic created before he had worked 
through the chapter. In 1986-87, Dunayevskaya drew at­
tention to the factj that Lenin's definition of negation of 
the negation was to be an "apparent return to the old." 
But could Lenin have possibly limited it to an "appar­
ent return to the old" if he had jammed negation of the 
negation together with working out what Hegel had 
termed the unresolved contradiction between "two 
worlds in opposition" that appeared right within the 
Absolute? Dunayevskaya pointed out in hier letters to 
Hegel scholars tluit this "did not faze Lenin because he 
felt that the objective, the Practical Idea is that reso­
lution." She added, "Nothing, in fact, led Lenin back to 
the Idea of Theory and away from dependence on the 
Practical Idea." 

Dunayevskaya Was showing in so many ways that 
what was pulling at Lenin in Hegel's discussion of the 
Practical Idea, inj Hegel's concept of Nature, both of 
which Lenin translated as Practice, was Practice not 
fully immersed in the Absolute. Even the magnificent 
translation by Lenin of the Notion as Man, had within 
it a narrowing of Man to practice. For Dunayevskaya, 
every practice had to have within the Idea, the Idea as 
the fullness of all of Hegel's Absolutes. 

HEGEL'S ATTITUDES TO OBJECTIVITY 
I L L U M I N A T E BARRIERS TO REVOLUTION 

study of what pulled a revolutionary 
thinker away from a full journey into the self-develop­
ment of the Idea of freedom led, in 1986, to an examina-

Hegel's last writings—his Attitudes to 
to the Encyclopedia Logic in 1827. 

tion of another of 
Objectivity added 
Despite Lenin's preference for this smaller Logic, he 
never commented on the three Attitudes to Objectivity 
which were among the additions Hegel had made to the 
1827 edition. 
• The Third Attitude to Objectivity centered upon He­
gel's critique of the Intuitionists represented by the phi­
losopher Jacobi, Who wished to reject any kind of dia­
lectical mediation by equating mind to mere conscious­
ness, "an unmixed immediacy." Dunayevskaya had 
earlier shown thaf this retrogressionism had its modern 
day practit ioners, developing a chapter on "The 
Thought of Mao Tse-Tung" in her Philosophy and 
Revolution on this ground. 

But in 1986-87 it was not the specificity of Hegel's 
critique of the- intuitionists so much as his critique of a 
philosophic concept of faith that was not based on a set 
of principles, an Organized body of ideas, that she was 
examining. In the^ Third Attitude to Objectivity Hegel 
sharply contrasted two kinds of faith—that of Jacobi's 
philosophy and tjiat of Christianity: "The two things 
are radically distinct. Firstly, the Christian faith com­
prises in it an authority of the Church; but the faith of 
-Jacobi's philosophy has no other authority than that of 
personal revelatioiii." 

Dunayevskaya here commented, "As we see, Hegel now 
has suddenly equated Organization to Principle, Doctrine." 
She then continued to quote Hegel, "And secondly, the 
Christian faith is a copious body of objective truth, a system 
of knowledge and doctrine; while the scope of the philo­
sophic faith is so utterly indefinite, that, while it has room 
for faith of the Christian, it equally admits belief in the di­
vinity of the Dalai Lama, the ox, or the monkey..." 

It is not a question of the Christian doctrine and its 
organization versute Jacobi's intuitionism. Indeed, in the 
same period that she was writing on the Third Attitude 
to Objectivity and Hegel's contrasting Christian faith to 
Jacobi's faith, she recalled having read Hegel's Philoso­
phy of Religion and his attack on the Catholic Church 
in the period when it sold indulgences, and that such 
corruption is beyond any reform and 'must be abolished: 
"The point is that everything in Hegel, from when he was 
just a student, was grounded in his opposition to theologi­
ans and how the cfergy can still dominate the schools, and 
that philosophy must free itself from this oligarchy....his 
friends invite him to become a professor of philosophy and 
theology. Hegel responds that it's like asking someone to be 
a white-washer and chimney sweep."3 

The new that Dunayevskaya was discerning in He­
gel's Third Attitude to Objectivity was the objectivity 
of retrogression oijce the dialectic movement stops, even 
at as high a level as the Idea of Cognition, and is not 
followed out to fullness of the organization of thought in 
the Absolute. Wh^n the Idea is not fully labored over, 
continually recreated, including working out an organi­
zational expression, then there is nowhere to go but re­
trogression. As Dunayevskaya wrote, "Far from express­
ing a sequence of never-ending progression, the Hegeli­
an dialectic lets retrogression appear as translucent as 
progression and indeed makes it very nearly inevitable 
if one ever tried to escape retrogression by mere faith."4 

When Dunayevskaya concluded that Lenin got no 
further than the threshold of the Absolute Idea, it is 
not that Lenin didn't study the Absolute Idea; his Note­
books show he did. No, it is that philosophically Lenin 

(cont inued on page 9) 

3. Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, Microfilm 
1Q788. I 
4. Supplement to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, Microfilm 
11223. 
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LABOR'S SHARP CRITIQUE OF PRODUCTION AND SOCIETY 
John Marcotte's "Workshop Talks" 

column in the April N&L showed exact­
ly how this country is pushing down la­
bor. You go through eight hours or 
more of hell on the production line, and 
then the rest of your life is hell, too. I 
was talking with two women, and they 
were saying about the need for new rel­
ationships between men and women. 
One woman has been divorced for eight 
years. The other woman said that the 
man she is with had already whipped 
her twice that day. The true story of 
people's lives in this society really 
shakes you up sometimes. 

White worker 
.Los Angeles 

* $ $ 
A grain elevator blew up in Joliet, 111. 

yesterday, killing five workers. It was a 
"grain dust explosion." The TV news 
says that this is "not uncommon" in 
grain elevators. Evidently, two different 
conveyor belts were loading and unload­
ing grain at the same time, working full 
speed, when one of them set off a spark 
at the top of one elevator, blowing it 
up. Then a chain reaction went off, 

• blowing up the whole row of elevators, 
turning them into rubble. All the pub­
licity was focused on the search for sur­
vivors, even though it was known that 
there was virtually no chance, A grain 
elevator executive said that "it's a terri­
ble thing accidents like this have to 
happen." 

But the way I see it, it's no accident. 
Not when "accidents" like this are "not 
uncommon." They are treated as some­
thing you come to expect, like a work­
er's life is not worth much. It makes me 
so angry. 

Working woman 
Chicago 

* * * 

I went to a meeting of the DSA 
(Democratic Socialists of America). 
They were stressing education as an 
end in itself, focusing on what they 
called "the big picture," the economic 
problems, and not going into class rela­
tions or racism or sex discrimination. 

The question is education, but not in 
the sense they mean. They're saying we 
need to be educated in science for the 
supposedly dominant role we could play 
in the world. To me science, as it is un­
der this society, is either in the factory 
with automation, forcing us to work far 
beyond the speed of human beings and 
separating mental and manual labor, or 
going to the war machine and new ways 
of death. 

They think we workers are really stu­
pid, that we can't get a mind of our 
own. I'm thinking of this one woman at 
work who quit. She was offered more 
money to stay, but to her, it really 
wasn't the money, it was the way she 
was being treated. Her husband was 
working a totally opposite shift from 
her. She had no time with her family. 
Workers do a lot more thinking than 
the DSA does. 

Young worker 
New Jersey 

* * * -

The article that I really liked in the 
March N&L was the letter from the 
Russian soldiers, those who are protest­
ing their government's war in Afghani­
stan. The Russian soldiers' statement 
that "it's a crime to force other nations 
to submit to our will" shows how simi­
lar the U.S. government is to Russia's. 
Each is trying to force the world to be 
under their control. 

Retired worker 
Downey, Cal. 

It was unusual to have an article by 
a farmer on the farm crisis (April 
N&L). I like the fact that it was on the 
labor page, because farmers and work­
ers really do have a lot in common. We 
are both being screwed by those who 
run this country—the corporations and 
the government. The farm crisis seems 
to be out of the news now, but the arti­
cle showed that things aren't getting 
any better.. Thanks for keeping us in­
formed. 

Appreciative 
Illinois 

Readers' Views 

NEW QUESTIONS FOR 
SOLIDARITY MOVEMENTS 

I had a sharp exchange with an anti-
racist activist at a recent meeting here. 
The subject was the campaign to save 
the Grenada 14 from the gallows. It was 
not that I did not support that aim. 
The character of the trial (rightly de­
scribed as "an exercise in power by U.S. 
imperialism"), the inhuman treatment 
of the prisoners, the possibility that 
some of them are genuinely innocent, 
and the barbaric nature of the death 
penalty, all justify this. 

I objected because in my view she 
was drawing a veil over the events that 
preceded the U.S. invasion in October, 
1983—the military coup led by Hudson 
Austin, the mass demonstrations, the 
army opening fire on the crowds, the 
murder of Maurice Bishop. It is not 
true that we have to rely on the capi­
talist media for our picture of these 
events. The N&L pamphlet, Grenada: 
Revolution and Counter-revolution, 
includes an eyewitness account by a 
Canadian health worker, Carol Green. 
The real problem isn't that the facts 
are difficult to establish, but that the 
majority of the Left are unwilling to 
face up to them, or to work out their 
philosophical and political meaning... 

Richard Bunting 
Oxford, England 

* * * 

In your April Editorial on "All U.S. 
Troops Out of Central America," I 
agree with your analysis that Reagan 
does not see Nicaragua as an isolated 
country and sees Central America as a 
whole. I saw Nicaragua's signing of the 
Arias Peace Plan as trying to cut some 
U.S. tentacles. It helped to destabilize 
the contras and gave the Sandinistas 
the upper hand. I want to wait and see 
what Nicaragua's next move Will be if 
the contras don't comply with the peace 
plan. 

Revolution is inevitable in Central 
America. Even with Reagan's power, 
they can't crush the mass aspirations 
for freedom. It's true the situation is 
harder than 1979, but Nicaragua is giv­
ing its neighbors hope, and El Salvador 
will be next. When you talk about the 
relationship of forms of organization to 
philosophy, I think philosophy is impor­
tant for organization. But I don't, think 

you should talk about philosophy with 
a worker, but rather about his daily 
needs. 

Chilean youth 
Chicago 

* .* * 
I strongly agree with the Editorial's 

opinion regarding the Central America 
issue. Reagan's plan is to invade Nica­
ragua, and this is not a secret to many. 
Nicaragua will be another Vietnam. I 
sympathize with Daniel Ortega. The 
USA should keep away from Central 
America and let Nicaraguans solve their 
own political problems. Nicaraguans are 
entitled to choose their own form of 
government. If we go back to history we 
can better understand Nicaragua's pres­
ent situation. Undersecretary of State, 
Robert Olds, stated the U.S. foreign 
policy clearly enough in 1927: "W« do 
control the destinies of Central Ameri­
ca...Governments which we recognize 
and support stay in power, while those 
we do not recognize and support fail." 

Mexican youth 
Los Angeles 

• 
ISRAEL/PALESTINE 
CONTRADICTIONS 

Dunayevskaya's 1982 Political—Philo­
sophic Letter on Israel, reprinted in the 
April N&L, shows the point of depar­
ture and return for Dunayevskaya—the 
dialectics of revolution and the dialec­
tics of thought. She asks: what new 
freedom dimension is upsurging? What 
new pathways in thought are being 
opened? 

This is how she returns to look at 
1948, and the significance then of the 
struggles of the Jewish masses against 
British imperialism, at a time when the 
ruling Arab regimes were feudalistic 
and enmeshed in politics of oil and 
counter-revolution. This is how she 
looks at the Iranian Revolution, when 
it first unfolded in 1979. But 1988 is not 
1948, nor, as the Editorial on Central 
America points out in a related context, 
is it 1979. The contradictions within the 
revolutionary movements confronts us 
more starkly than ever in the 1980s. 

Revolutionary 
California 

* * * 
When an Israeli girl died in the West 

Bank, the news first reported that she 

had died from a stone thrown by a Pal­
estinian, then by a gun shot from an Is­
raeli (a member of a fundamentalist 
Jewish sect) as Palestinian youth tried 
to protect her. Israeli leaders called for 
revenge. This wasn't just the old bibli­
cal revenge of an eye for an eye, but 
one hundred eyes for an eye. 

Israel, as Raya Dunayevskaya wrote 
in 1982^ had a contradictory birth as a 
country created by those who escaped 
Nazi death camps and wanted to create 
something new. Today the transforma­
tion has taken place to such an extent 
that the Israeli state now uses the same 
policies as any fascist government. 

But the most astounding and beauti­
ful story of these latest events on the 
West Bank was that once the Palestini­
an youth got hold of the guns from the 
Israeli guards, they broke them into 
pieces. They did not want the guns. 
They understand that it is not guns 
that Will win them their freedom. 

Fred Shelley 
New York City 

* * * 
We are very concerned that the world 

mass media, in covering the Palestinian 
uprising, portrays Israel as it is reflect­
ed on the government level. Only the 
divisions between Shamir and Peres ar-e 
mentioned, while the deeper divisions in 
Israeli society are ignored. I am enclos­
ing a short article to help correct that 
view. 

Adam Keller, editor 
The Other Israel 

POB 956 Tel-Aviv 
Israel 61008 

Editor's note: See article, page 12. 

THE IDEA 
OF FREEDOM' 
IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 

It gives more pleasure than words can 
explain to have a chance to write to 
you when we are silenced or threatened 
here with all forms of harassment for 
taking workers' grievances up with the 
employers and their government. We 
are sending you material about the cas­
es we are handling and the agreements 
we are reaching. You can see what we 
are confronting when I tell you that at 
the sermon called by the South African 
Council of Churches after the banning 
of 18 liberation movements, no publica­
tion was distributed because it would 
draw police attention to the purpose of 
the sermon. Through your paper and 
the information we can send, we can 
produce something worth generations. 

Trade unionist 
South Aftica 

* * * 
The "Freedom Idea" you wrote about 

in your Lead on South Africa, April 
N&L, is not identical to any one organi­
zation or one union! federation. Every 
tendency from the Communist Party to 
the National Forum speaks about So­
cialism. The problem is what they mean 
by such an idea. The problem with the 
"vigorous debates in CCAWUSA" is 
that the vigor was for the most part vi­
triol: The minority, the charterists, tried 
to maneuver the majority anti-charter-
ists to support the Freedom Charter. In 
South Africa much of the battle of ide­
as concerns fighting against Stalinism 
(and Maoism), as that is what goes by 
the name of Marxism—and I don't only 
mean in the CP but in all of the tend­
encies... 

What needs to be spelled out clearly 
is what you mean by the "highest theor 
retical and practical stage" of the Idea 
of Freedom. To me this means not ohly 
the responsibility as American revolu­
tionaries to demand that South Africa 
be maintained on the agenda, but our 
responsibility as Internationalist Marx­
ist-Humanists to be doing what the 
1986 Introduction/Overview to Frantz 
Fanon, Soweto and American Black 
Thought declared to be our task—speUv 
ing out anew what Marx called "revolu­
tion in permanence." 

Solidarity activist 
Manhattan, NY 

* * * 

I was profoundly relieved to at long 
last read in your article oh South Africa 
the new I have been expecting—the in­
tense opposition to Buthelezi among the 

people of Zulu origin. For years the 
bourgeois liberal press has played right 
into Botha's hands by keeping this open 
secret as closed as possible, pandering 
to the notion that Black South Africans 
are really very "tribal" after all. 

If N&L's long history of excellence 
weren't enough to convince me it must 
continue, the April issue would certain­
ly have done so. I enclose a substantial 
contribution to help sustain the desper­
ately needed voice of freedom. 

Supporter 
Chicago 

* * * 
Two very different talks I heard re­

cently by two South African activists 
speak to the conclusion that Peter Wer-
muth drew in his Lead on South Africa 
(April N&L). Wermuth's view that what 
is actually challenging the Left is its re­
sponsibility for the theoretical as well 
as practical development of the Idea of 
freedom was brought out in a negative 
manner by a white left academic from 
South Africa, who, when asked what 
relationship there was between Black 
South Africa and Black America, could 
only answer that there was none. And 
since white liberals and the Left do not 
recognize what only Marxist-Humanism 
has called the dialectical "two-way 
road" to revolution between. the U.S. 
and South Africa, ipso facto it doesn't 
exist. 

The second talk which confirms Wer­
muth's view was given by one of Biko's 
closest comrades, Saths Cooper. Cooper 
pointed to the current Russian position 
which would guarantee the same white 
minority rights in a free South Africa 
that exist in apartheid South Africa. He 
concluded that "Solidarity becomes pa­
ternalism if the Left doesn't involve it­
self in grassroots struggles in the U.S., 
or if it doesn't take responsibility for 
working out the interpenetration for the 
ideas of both struggles." 

Lou Turner 
Chicago 

INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE 
. We thank you for all the materials 
you sent us. We consider your newspa­
per, N&L, as most informative...We also 
thank you for bringing to our attention 
the article about Malta, published in 
the November, 1987 issue of N&L. The 
Maltese correspondent only wrote the 
history beginning with the year 1960; he 
has omitted the period when the La­
bour Party was seeking refuge in the 
policy of "Integration with Britain," on 
the pattern of Northern Ireland in the 
years when imperialism was at its 
peak.;. 

Anti-Imperialist Front 
Floriana, Malta 

I was not completely satisfied with 
the analysis of the Armenian protests 
by Patrick Kane (April N&L). Even if 
the current protest in favor of the in­
clusion of the Karabakh region is not 
answered favorably by Moscow, it is un­
likely that a serious anti-Prussian atti­
tude will take hold, since it would be 
completely inconsistent with the histori­
cal Armenian attitude towards Russi|i. 
By the way, there is a similar dispute 
between Armenia and Georgia, which 
has taken the form of a literary debate 
between their respective Acadamies of 
Science...The frustration of the Armeni­
ans seems unlikely to be alleviated in 
the immediate future, and may simply 
be diverted towards the economic and 
environmental problems mentioned in 
your article. 

Subscriber 
Bronx, N.Y. 

| WALTER PAINE | 
We mourn the death of Walter Paine 

last week, at age 80, in Berkeley. A long 
time supporter of News* and Letters 
Committees, he was, from the time of 
his youth, a trade union organizer, ja 
dedicated ahfowar activist, and a mem­
ber of the Socialist Party. 

Walter's participation in all freedom 
movements, his generosity and his sense 
of humor will long be remembered, as 
his long years of struggle for a truly hu­
man society will continue to be an in­
spiration to his many friends and com­
rades.- ) . • ! I •> ' 

L.B. Willis 
Berkeley, Cal. 
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JESSE JACKSON AND THE CRISIS IN BLACK AMERICA 
I attended a meeting where different 

Left groups were debating whether or 
not the Left should support the Demo­
cratic Party and the Jackson campaign. 
In the discussion, I asked why! Jackson 
was not addressing- the deep racist 
mood in this country as pan; of his 
campaign, including confronting the 
segregation right in the city of Chicago 
where he lives. Someone said, "This is 
not the '50s." But the whole point is 
that in 1988 the U.S. is still this segre­
gated reality, including the racist free-
for-all on some college campuses;. 

I think that the Left needs to be 
thinking and discussing not Jackson, 
but the Reason of the masses. History 
shows that when that movement takes 
off, the Left gets left behind. 

Gene Ford 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
To tell the truth, I'm not a big fan of 

Jesse Jackson, but the attacks on him 
by Mayor Koch were truly disgusting. 
They brought out all the tensions in the 
city and in New York State, and turned 
the whole election debate away from 
the real problems of the cities—unem­
ployment, housing, drugs, poor funding 
for education. But then, I suppose that 
the racism which came out is one of 
New York's problems too. 

1 Retired teacher 
New York 

* * * 
All I hear from Mr. Dukakis and Mr. 

Gore and other Democratic Party big­
wigs is their attacks of Jesse Jackson on 
the basis of lack of experience for the 
presidency. Experience has shown us 
that Blacks until very recently have not 
held high political office in this country. 
To attack Jackson of this basis is ludi­
crous. I'm upset that Jackson hasn't re­
sponded to these unfounded remarks... 

The first priority is the condition of 
the human being. Jesse Jackson is the 
only candidate who is prepared to con­
front crises to the human conditon such 
as AIDS, drugs, teenage pregnancy, ed­
ucation, discrimination, and child abuse. 
These issues far outweigh any issue 
that the other candidates see as their 
first concern. 

White youth 
Queens, N.Y. 

* * * 
A march and rally sponsored by "Co­

alition '88," an amalgam of Democratic 
Party committees, activist groups and 
Left parties who support the Jesse 
Jackson campaign, attracted the partici­
pation of over 100 organizations—from 
labor unions to anti-intervention, from 

anti-apartheid to immigrants' rights. 
Large numbers of teenagers, Blacks and 
Latinos, joined in what was certainly 
the largest turnout for a rally in Los 
Angeles in recent months. 

But the organizers only wanted to 
turn this great outpouring of freedom 
passion into an army^of foot-soldiers for 
a Democratic victory in 1988. And part 
of the Left, rather than grasping the po­
tential ramifications of Jackson's mass 
support, have substituted that campaign 
itself for a mass movement for real so­
cial change. A Democratic presidency 
was hardly the legacy of Martin Luther 
King, whose death the rally commemo­
rated. King fought the retrogression of 
the Kennedys as well as of southern 
racists. One Black woman said, as she 
bought a copy of N&L at the rally, "Fa-
non was right; this whole system has to 
be changed!". Black artist 

Los Angeles 

-fflr. WOMAN AS 
REASON AND 

AS FORCE 
The Women's Liberation page in the 

April N&L, with the reports on Interna­
tional Women's Day, was very good. 
The report from Northern Illinois Uni­
versity at DeKalb made me think about 
what's been happening at my campus, 
where little attention has been paid to 
recent attempted rapes. It's not safe for 
a woman to walk around that campus 
at night. Terry Moon's article showed 
how deep the uprooting of this whole 
society has to be. She discusses what 
has happened to the Women's Libera­
tion Movement. As far as I can see, 
there's no women's movement that is 
active now, that affects me as a stu-
d e n t Student 

Los Angeles City College 
* * * 

The title of Terry Moon's article on 
"ideological pollution" in the American 
Women's Liberation Movement was im­
pressive, but the title exceeded the con­
tent. Reagan retrogression has certainly 
polluted the ideological air of the Left 
and among feministsT but it did not be­
gin with Reagan, and is not external. 
For example, Susan Griffin's Pornogra­
phy and Silence, was hailed by many 
feminists as "the" word, when nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

Women's Liberationist 
Chicago 

* * * 
I like the idea of "Woman as Reason 

and as Force of Revolution." Marx said 

in his 1844 Essays, "the direct, natural, 
necessary relationship of man to man is 
the relationship of man to woman,"— 
and it's true. What's being ignored in 
society is the feminine. "Revolution in 
permanence," I think is a feminist idea, 
even if some man, Marx, figured it out. 

Feminist 
DeKalb, 111. 

You have raised important questions: 
What happens after revolution? How do 
we get to full freedom? For us Chinese, 
the tragedies that happened after the 
revolution are totally out of expectation. 
Today a lot of people are thinking 
about these questions and trying to find 
the answers. In speaking of women and 
revolution we are looking into the dis­
parity between women's written rights 
and their actual position in society. If 
women continue to be in an inferior 
position, how can we say that the revo­
lution is successful? 

Feminist 
Mainland China 

Editor's Note: For the article our cor­
respondent enclosed to continue our di­
alogue, see page 2, this issue. 

REMEMBERING RAYA 
After I was arrested downtown at the 

recruiting office, I passed out a leaflet 
in the dorms and they threatened to ar­
rest me there too. I went home but sure 
didn't feel like homework, so I read 
Raya Dunayevskaya's "Letter to the 
Youth" and some of her other writings. 
During the week of the Nicaragua pro­
tests, there were more people at our 
Marxist-Humanist study group than 
ever before. I'd rather spend time get­
ting ideas out than fighting over which 
highway to block. The ideas here in De­
Kalb could be important to the move­
ment as a whole. 

Activist 
Northern Illinois Univ. 

I was deeply saddened to learn of 
Raya's death. Even though I long ago 
came to disagree with N&L organiza­
tionally (and, to an extent, politically— 
which is perhaps the same thing), my 
appreciation of Raya has not dimin­
ished. If anything it has, over the years, 
increased. Her tenacity, her persistence 
in the face of McCarthyism and the 
"friendly fascism" of the Reagan epoch 
remain inspiring. So too the dogged 
originality of her thinking from which I 
benefited perhaps more than I realized 
at the time of my association with 
N&L. 

Raya stood for the break in theory 
and practice with Stalinism and the 
Stalinist-clones tha t dominated the 
American Marxist Left during the 
1960s. Moreover, she possessed a pro­
found comprehension of the longing for 
freedom that again and again activates 
revolutionary struggle. I t is perhaps this 
Luxemburgian side of Raya that I have 
come to appreciate most—the under­
standing of the necessity of revolution 
jwithout which life is intolerable. 

Teacher 
' Hoboken, N.J. 

MARCUSE-DUNAYEVSKAYA 
CORRESPONDENCE 

! Congratulations to Kevin-A. Barry on 
his essay on the correspondence be­
tween Marcuse and Dunayevskaya 
^April N&L). Having read N&L for 
some 15 years, I had heard a great deal 
ih bits and pieces about the" relationship 
between these two thinkers, but frankly 
ifever felt that I understood the nature 
of their intellectual relationship. The es­
say went a long way toward demon­
strating why Dunayevskaya was so 
Committed to working out Hegel's Abso­
lute Idea for social analysis. I am no 
philosopher, but I am puzzled by the 
idea that Marcuse would give up "the 
idea of Reason itself," as indicated in 
the article. 

Historian 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

! * * * 
Kevin A. Barry's essay on the Dunay­

evskaya-Marcuse dialogue (April N&L) 
has challenged me to try to better un-
dferstand the nature of their differences. 
He writes that, by 1960, Marcuse not 
only rejected the proletariat as a revo­
lutionary Subject "but also and even 
niore fundamentally" moved away from 
Hegel's concept of Reason. Clearly, the 
abandonment of the proletariat by a 
revolutionary philosopher of Marcuse's 
stature has its source in his thinking, 
not in bad intent or a psychological 
"l^ck of faith." 

But I'm not sure that the two ele­
ments of his dual rejection aren't more 
elbsely related. Once a revolutionary 
philosopher can no longer find the "free 
rationality" of a revolutionary Subject 
in the world, where can he turn but to 
suph compromises as the "Great Refus­
al''? 

Graduate student 
Salt Lake City 

Editor's Note: For another response to 
Kevin A. Barry's essay on the Marcuse-
Difnayevskaya dialogue, see the letter 
from Doug Kellner, p. 9. 
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Block/Red View 
by John Alan 

l i f e magazine commemorated the twentieth anniver­
sary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King in 
Memphis, Term, by devoting an entire Spring issue to 
"The Dream Then and Now." 

Life, in its introductory editorial, "Putting Past and 
Present in Perspective," pondered briefly the existing 
glaring contradiction of "How far have Black Americans 
come in the struggle for equality? If the growing politi­
cal power and economic gains of a new Black middle-
class are the measure, the progress is real. If the 
spreading blight of the urban poor and the new smol-
derings of white prejudice and discrimination are the 
measure, then ' the goal is far off." (My emphasis.) 

CRUX OF THE CRISIS 
This duality within Black social reality and the re­

birth of the external forces of racism, is the crux of the 
crisis within the American Black community, i.e., the 
unfinished na ture of the ongoing Black revolution as 
the present century draws to a close. 
. Life's editors didn't venture to tackle this problem. 

As a voice of corporate America, they probably didn't 
want to. It was far better to leave it to an invited panel 
of intellectuals to give the "Black Perspective." At least 
this gives a sense of social reality to all the disconnect­
ed articles on the successes of the Black middle-class. 

The most prominent among the members of this pan­
el, moderated by Charlayne Hunter-Gault, were the so­
ciologist William Julius Wilson, and the former presi­
dent of the Urban League, Vernon Jordan. 

All t h e m e m b e r s of the pane l agreed t h a t t he 
objective social real i ty in th is count ry is the exist­
ence of " two sepa ra t e societies, one Black and one 
w h i t e , " a n d economical ly t h e Black p o o r a n d 
work ing class a re l iving in condit ions of pover ty 
far worse t h a n they were 20 yea r s ago. Wilson, 
the theor is t of the Black "underc lass , " s t ressed 
t h a t " the underc lass w a s falling fur ther behind ," 
and t h a t " a t h i rd g roup , " t h e Black work ing class 
family, w a s "gradua l ly s l ipping into pover ty . " 

The recognition of this objective truth caused no one 
to question whether the increasing and endemic Black 
poverty was related to the total process of capitalist 
production, which' creates both poverty and wealth at 
the same time, not even John Edgar Wideman, profes­
sor of English at the University of Massachusetts, a 
man who expressed grave doubts about the future of 
King's dream in today's America. 

BLACK REALITY DERACIALIZED 
Instead, the panel saw the problem of Black poverty 

wholly in terms of how to politically "deracialize" it, re­
vealing it to be, in the words of panel member June 
Jordan, "an American problem," since whites and other 
groups are experiencing poverty. This they believe 
would pave the political way in getting the federal gov­
ernment to play a role in developing a transitional man-

'School Daze' wakes up 
Black audiences are experiencing a welcome "shock of 

recognition" with Spike,Lee's latest film "School Daze." 
It is a satire of such high insight that as audiences howl 
with laughter they are affirming a very serious critique 
of the contradictory lifestyle on Black college campuses. 

The critique is established as the film opens with a 
solemn procession of still photos of the Black move­
ment, followed by a shot of the school, "Morris Col­
lege," and beneath tha t Mary McLeod Bethune's slo­
gan, "Uplift the Race." It is precisely this contradic­
tion which the film explores: the historic purpose of 
Black colleges to be a place where Blacks can be ed­
ucated without being "white-washed," and the reali­
ty that white chauvinist att i tudes persist even within 
"all-Black" institutions. 

The need to overcome "color-consciousness" among 
Blacks got a fresh exposure in the dramatized competi­
tion between dark-skinned women called "Jigaboos" for 
their natural hairdos, and the light-skinned, hair-
straightening snobs, called "Wanna-be's," but what 
struck me as new was exposing the differing responses 
among Black students to the anti-apartheid movement. 

The plot is a battle~ between an anti-apartheid activ­
ist, Dap, and the two reactionary forces he must face, 
the college administration with its "old money" philan­
thropists who won't put up with "this divestment 
mess," and the escapist homecoming carnival of frater­
nities and sororities that swallows up the majority of 
students. 

The film also attacks male chauvinist concepts of 
manhood, as the character "Half-Pint" is humiliated 
and required tolose his virginity on the night before ac-
xeptance into the fraternity. Women's feelings about 
man/woman relationships are also present, from one 
who refuses to clean up after the men at a planned par­
ty, to the outburst by Rachel, Dap's girlfriend for his 
being "so judgmental." 

Another scene of two-layered contradict ion is 
when three "street bro thers" at tack Dap and the 
"Morris men" for "talking down" to them. When the 
street brothers accuse the students of "trying to be 
white," the students counter-attack the streetbroth-
ers for having "chemical doo-doo" in their hair . In 
the next scene, the students are compelled to discuss 
their own stereotyping of " the lazy poor." 

All these sharp messages make "School Daze" a clear 
expression of consciousness of self, and part of a new 
genre of objective Black films on Black life. 

—Karl Amstrong 

Life Magazine's look at Black Reality 

MSI 

power training and educational program "to move peo­
ple into the private sector." Wilson asserted that such a 
plan would be supported by American whites, if it was 
not specifically earmarked for a certain section of the 
population, that is Blacks. 

This idea of deracializing Black reality is the current 
theoretical ambition of the Black middle-class, especial­
ly Black poUticians, who have confused their own class 
interest with those of the Black masses. Jesse Jackson 
has practiced it in his "populistic" presidential cam­
paign. Jackson seems to want to believe that the viabili­
ty of his political success rests upon the percentage of 
white votes he gets, and not upon the overwhelming 
support from the Black masses. There is a strong Black 
pride in this support; but there is also an aspiration to 
transform class and racial relations in this country, that 
is, to finish the unfinished Black revolution. On this 
point Jackson has remained mute. 

However , t he ambi t ion of Black political l eaders 

Direct from South Africa 

Freedom Journal 
Editor's note: The following story comes from the Friends of 
Moses Mayekiso Newsletter (April/May 1988). The article, 
entitled "What workers say," states at the beginning: "Hag­
gle Rand is one of the many metalworking plants in South 
Africa which Moses Mayekiso helped to organize. In com­
mon with other NUMSA (National Union of Mineworkers 
of South Africa) organized factories, the workers at Haggie 
Rand tend to be vocal in their support for their jailed gen­
eral secretary (Moses Mayekiso). A leading shop steward at 
the factory answers the question: 'What have you done 
around the Moses Mayekiso case?'" For copies of the news­
letter write to: Friends of Moses Mayekiso, Acorn House, 
314-320 Grays Inn Road, London, WC1X 8DP, Britain. 

Well, you should know 
tha t the Johannesburg 
local has called on the 
factories to organize a 
collection of R l (Rand) 
from every member as a 
way of meeting the legal 
costs. But. I believe, and 
the workers in the plant 
agree, that we need to do 
more. 

I t won ' t be enough 
simply to collect defense 
costs; we want to show 
that workers are serious 
about fighting for the re­
lease of Moss. 

There was a general meeting of all the workers in my 
plant (last week) and we are pressing for a niinimum of 
R2 to be collected from each worker to show the seri­
ousness of the situation and to make sure that stewards 
explain the case. 

But more importantly than/that, we want NUMSA to 
say now that if Moss and his comrades are jailed, there 
will be a week's strike action throughout the industry. 
That would shake the bosses a bit. 

And now we want the Union to choose a day when 
we know the court will be open and in session and call 
on everybody to attend—not just the stewards—but 
everybody to strike and turn up at the court to show 
the depth of support that Moss has got. 

Haggie Rand was organized by Moss in 1982 and 
we've got a good history of struggle. We've had several 
one-hour stoppages when Moses Mayekiso was first de­
tained, but now workers are a little bit afraid to take 
action in case they're fired. 

We need to build in the stronger sections and show 
what can be done, even in these difficult conditions and 
then confidence will grow. In March'86 we had a three-
week sleep-in strike at HR—illegally. We won what we. 
fought for and the state didn't dare intervene. 

It 's still possible to struggle. We are a so-called key 
industry—we make wire products that are manufac­
tured nowhere else in South Africa—and that means 
there are always armed guards around the plant. But 
it's always possible to fight. • .' * 

Every Tuesday we're having demonstrations in the 
lunchtime over the Labour Relations Bill (this is the 
government's latest legalistic attempt to muzzle and 
cripple the independent trade union movement), cross­
ing the road to the (company's) head office and de­
manding that the company take a stand against the 
amendments (to the Labour Relations Act)._ It is always 
possible to use the strength that does exist in several 
crucial plants that are well organized. 

Mayekiso 

SAASM 
Newsletter oj the South Afiiiuii/Azanion Student Movement 

Just off the press! 
Write for a copy with a $3 donation to: South Afri-
can/Azanian Student Movement, P.O. Box 1013, 
Manhattanville Station, New York, NY 10027. 

is t o demons t r a t e t h a t they have the abili ty t o r u n 
t h e coun t ry and corpora t ions , by going beyond t h e 
issues of r ace and class. Thus they s t r ive for a 
false un iversa l in politics, while the real i ty of t h e 
Black masse s is rife wi th c l a s s / r ace conflict. 

The consequences of this type of thinking would sink 
the Black struggle for freedom into a sea of white rac­
ism, cutting off its continuity with its historic past and 
freezing the present in its post-Civil Rights form. 

Life's panel on the "Black Perspective" had nothing 
to say about the philosophy of humanism that motivat­
ed the activity of Martin Luther King. Not ironically, it 
would have been incongruous had they done so in a 
magazine that ran ads for commodities which were sup­
posed to be the expressions of Black freedom! 

Block World 
(cont inued from page 1) 

some time now," as Frantz Fanon noted in the period 
of the Algerian Revolution, "fascist habits have man­
ifested themselves in France." Thus, it is no longer 
possible in France, any more than in Britain and the 
U.S., to support the struggle in South Africa without 
a t the same time confronting racism in the West. 

Whether or not the French Interior Ministry abetted 
Pretoria's state assassination of Dulcie September, as 
some analysts have speculated, what is not a matter of 
speculation is that only last year a court case in London 
involving the attempted kidnapping of ANC leaders was 
hastily dropped by the Thatcher government when 
news leaked out exposing the British connection to 
South Africa's intelligence agency. And the long-stand­
ing American connection to South African intelligence 
doesn't stop with the CIA and FBI, but trails right to 
the White1 House, as we saw when Reagan entertained 
the South African chief of security in his first term. 

Although; it was not reported widely in the-Western 
press, injured along with Albie Sachs was a Mozambi- . 
can man, Ishmael Mussagy, and his three-year-old son. 
Unable to. treat the extensive head injuries of Mussagy 
in Maputo, he had to be sent to Johannesburg for spe­
cialized medical care. Following "tris arrival, South. Afri­
can police raided Mussagy's hospital room claiming that 
they had gotten information that a "terrorist" was on 
the premises. 

Following the Botswana raid and the Paris execution 
of Dulcie September, South African Defense Minister 
Magnus Malan was quoted as saying, "It is our right to 
hunt for and destroy the gangsters of the ANC wherev­
er they are." This pathological fascist Boer is the one 
responsible for dispatching the death squads who not 
only murder their victims in cold-blood, but in Botswa­
na doused their bodies with gasoline and set them afire. 

BOTHA'S GENOCIDAL WARS 
No doubt the inroads made by the neo-fascist Con­

servative Party in recent elections against Botha's Na­
tionalist Pa r ty may account for some of the motivation 
behind Pretoria's latest degeneration. However, the full 
meaning behind Botha's intensification of his state ter­
rorist attacks on civilians goes beyond the electoral" 
competition between two neo-fascist parties who are 
hardly distinguishable in their barbaric view of Blacks. 

Pretoria^ murderous assaults on high visibility civil­
ian targets have a pathological logic of their own, one 
which isn't purely for purposes of appeasing its far right 
electoral flank. In part, it is to divert attention from the 
full-scale genocidal war it is sponsoring in Angola and 
Mozambique. With 10,000 South African troops in 
southeast Angola together with 4,000 UNITA troops of 
Reagan-SUpported Jonas Savimbi, engaged in open war­
fare with Angolan and Cuban military units around Cui-
to Cuanavale, the South African Weekly Mail (March 
3, 1987) reported, nevertheless, that Pretoria had suf­
fered a "major military defeat." 

Mozambique, on t h e o t h e r hand , h a s become 
Southern Africa's latest "killing field." With an esti­
mated 100,000 Mozambicans killed over the last two 
years by the Pretoria-backed counter-revolutionary 
MNR (National Resistance Movement), with 872,000 
Mozambican refugees dispersed to surrounding coun­
tries, and with the most barbaric slaughter of de­
fenseless civilians escalating to proportions tha t rival 
Pol Pot 's Cambodia, the hands of the Reagan admi­
nistrat ion and the West are as bloodied as those of 
P.W. Botha for their insidious support. 

The Black masses of South Africa know that every 
state terrorist act of the Pretoria regime is an attempt 
to shatter the revolutionary will of the freedom strug­
gle. Black South Africa—'revolutionary South Africa— 
recognizes also that while every advance in the struggle 
is made under the whip of counter-revolution, it is im­
perative to insure that the idea of freedom itself is not 
put at risk in such a changed world. 
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Rigoberta Menchu speaks on Guatemala: arrested on return home 
Editor's note: Two Guatemalan exiles—Rigoberta Men­

chu, a Quiche Indian who is a representative of the Guate­
malan opposition at the'United Nations, and Rolando Cas­
tillo, were arrested, and interrogated for several hours 
upon their arrival for a one-week trip to Guatemala in 
April. They, along with two other exiles who accompanied 
them, have been active in conducting an international cam­
paign against human rights abuses in Guatemala and were 
returning to meet with labor, political and religious groups 
there. Below we print excerpts from a talk delivered in Los 
Angeles by Rigoberta Menchu at the end of 1987. 

Seven years ago when I came through here, it was a 
very sad and difficult time for the people of Guatemala. 
Since then, I've been all over the world and tried to do 
my part to make people conscious of what the Guate­
malan people have passed through, the river of blood 
that flowed through my country and the struggle of the 
indigenous people especially. 

In more recent years, the form and technique of 
repression in Guatemala began to change, and those 
who were accustomed to judge things by statistics 
would say: "Before, there were 15,000 people disap­

peared or killed in your country each year, and now 
only 8,000—things are improving!" 

But in the last three years the amount of poverty has 
doubled. There are one million people who have been 
displaced by the army and have no access to work or 
income. 

The army is now concentrating on getting the indige­
nous people to function in a wholly militarized structure 
of control. For 500 years the indigenous communities of 
Guatemala have had their own structures, their own 
leaders. When the people began to protest the low wag­
es on the coastal plantations, to claim and demand their 
rights, these indigenous structures entered into conflict 
with the desire of the government and the landowners 
to dominate the Indian villages and peoples. 

The army also imposes forced labor, which they 
call "voluntary labor," your "patriotic duty." This 
forced labor is dedicated to opening up landing 
str ips in remote areas of the country, for the army to 
have ways to move in military equipment in order to 
engage in combat in these remote areas. 

They try to take from us the culture that has sus­
tained us. For example, the kinds of indigenous Weav-
ings of brilliant colors that we have done for years have 

From the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya 
(continued from page 4) 

Trial, does not present itself as a "finished work," but 
as a living document that cannot be finished until the 
very foundations of the society it criticizes are uprooted 
and, in its place, there emerges a classless society on 
human foundations. 

1943 to 1963 indeed comprise the most crucial dec­
ades of the 20th century. A new world has arisen in the 
economically underdeveloped countries, especially on 
the African continent. A great revolution on the Euro­
pean continent—in Hungary, 1956—so undermined Rus­
sian totalitarianism that even its successful bloody 
counter-revolution has not returned the Russian orbit 
to its s ta tus quo ante. Quite the contrary, the Sino-So-
viet conflict first began in earnest. China too has been 
forced, by the blooming of the "100 Flowers," to see the 
first beginnings of the end of its monolithism. 

In the United States, in this centenary of the Eman-

Kellner on Marcuse-
Dunayevskaya letters 

Editor's note: The following response to Kevin Barry's 
Essay article on the Dunayevskaya-Marcuse correspond­
ence (News & Letters April, 1988) was written by Douglas 
Kellner, author of Herbert Marcuse and the Crisis of 
Marxism. We will respond in a later issue. 

Your R D / H M dialogue article was fascinating, and I 
enclose some comments and questions which you can 
publish and respond to: 

1) You claim that Marcuse abandons Hegel's notion 
of dialectical reason but you don't really describe what 
he abandons and what he replaces it with. If you are 
correct, you have spotted a fundamental shift in Mar-
cuse's thought of which previous critics were unaware. 
Yet you do not really document this alleged "shift" or 
really flesh out its implications. 

My own view is that Marcuse presented different 
views of Hegelian dialectics at different stages yet al­
ways considered himself a dialectician and always saw 
Hegel as an important source of revolutionary dialectics. 
Basically, he stressed different categories at different 
stages; -certainly, in the 1960 Preface to Reason and 
Revolution he presents dialectics in terms of Hegel's 
categories though there may be different emphasis from 
early presentations. I think that it is an exaggeration to 
say that HM abandons, or moves away from, "Hegel's 
concept of'dialectical Reason."' 

It is true, however, that Marcuse explicitly rejects 
Hegel's notion of determinate negation in a 1966 lecture 
presented at the International Hegel conference in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, and claims that revolutionary 
forces are now only to be found outside the system." He 
was sharply criticized for his notion of external media­
tion, and returned in some 1970s works to a notion of 
internal mediation, seeing revolutionary forces emerge 
from within the system of contemporary capitalism (see 
the discussion in my book Herbert Marcuse and the 
Crisis of Marxism, pp. 291ff). 

2) Marcuse's major difference from RD concerning 
Hegelian dialectics Concerned the concept of the Abso­
lute in Hegel. HM, like Karl Korsch and others, gener­
ally thought that this concept was a form of idealist 
mystification and tended to reject the term. RD, of 
course, thought otherwise. To flesh out her difference 
from HM.and.others,on this issue, you might say more 
about why she thought that the notion of Hegel's "ab­
solutes" (why the plural?) were productive for revolu­
tionary thought. "-

3) Finally, I think that your notion of RD's "break 
with HM" is somewhat exaggerated. Ol iusly, they 
had their differences and their sharp polemics in both 
letters and published texts no doubt caused some dis­
tance and tension which produced occasional breaks in 
their correspondence. But as their later exchanges and 
RD's positive tribute tp-HM after his death indicate, 
they always had the utmost respect for each other and 
were aware of their profound bonds in the undialectical 
and counter-revoltionary atmosphere of the USA. 

cipation Proclamation, we witness a new stage of Negro 
struggles within the South itself which will not stop 
short of Freedom NOW. 

AD these objective events are reasons enough why, 
when we do talk of our own activities, whether as part 
of the rank and file workers' movement, or as partici­
pants in the Negro struggles, we present our analysis of 
American Civilization on Trial, not as a "finished 
work," but as a contribution to a dialogue with other 
Freedom Fighters. We ask all to participate with us in 
developing this dialogue on WHAT TO DO NOW as a 
dialogue which would refuse to separate theory from 
practice, and practice from theory, for only in their uni­
ty "can all man's innate talents first develop and gain a 
new dimension that puts an end once and for all to his 
pre-history in class societies." 

New expanded edition 
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become difficult to sustain because the army conscious­
ly has reduced the amount of thread available, has in­
creased the prices of all the things needed for the weav­
ing, and has introduced more machine-produced weav-
ings. 

P re s iden t Cerezo e l iminated the feared D I T 
(Department of Technical Investigation), the body that 
carried out the disappearances and tortures. One day in 
a dramatic move he occupied the installation of the 
DIT and captured all the DIT professionals. Everyone 
was happy, including the international press. 

But who asked a week later where those men 
went, t h e 600 DIT detectives specialized in torture? 
They have ^11 been incorporated into the anti-riot 
squads of the police force, in the first line of a t tack 
in a strike or a demonstration! 

And this is just one way in which the image Cerezo 
has been able to create in the international arena is 
contradictory to the internal reality in Guatemala. 

It's a very explosive situation in Guatemala today. 
Out of necessity, people are organizing themselves. It 's 
important not to focus only on the suffering, the malnu­
trition, the hunger, but on people's capacity to respond 
to the situation, and the fact that neither torture nor 
hunger has ibeant that our people have given in or 
postponed the struggle. 

Dunayevskaya's new 

perceptions of Lenin 
J (continued from page 5) 

did not leap fikrther than the Idea of Cognition. He had 
become so enamored with the practical idea standing 
higher than the theoretical idea as he discerned it in 
the Idea of Cognition, that he was not fully open to the 
richness of thought that awaited him within the Abso­
lute Idea: First, that the highest opposition between 
theory and pr&ctice still awaited one within the Abso­
lute Idea. It had not been yet resolved. And second, 
that even thej journey through the Absolute Idea did 
not end the adventures of the Idea in its Self-Determi-
nation. It had further manifestations that would become 
evident, not in Nature alone, which Lenin felt was the 
solution once Nature was translated as Practice, but in 
Absolute Mincj, which Lenin did not enter, and which 
Dunayevskaya| felt was the realm of the "new society". 

Lenin, r a the r than entering deeply into Absolute 
Idea, evidently felt he had reached the highest point 
needed by practicing revolutionaries in the Idea of 
Cognition. Thus his journey through the Absolute 
ended not in new illuminations, but in a re turn to 
the abbreviated version of the Absolute in the Ency­
clopedia Logic with its conclusion "this Idea which 
has Being is Nature ." That is all that Lenin felt was 
necessary, and thus he chose not to follow Hegel 
whose Sciene^ of Logic ended with an appeal to fol­
low the Notirin "to perfect its self-liberation in the 
philosophy of mind." 

I t has been Dunayevskaya's determination not to halt 
her philosophic journey, but to follow out Hegel's Abso­
lutes in their fullness, which brought her deeply within 
Hegel's Absolute and into Hegel's "Absolute Mind," in 
Philosophy of Mind. Ever since her 1953 Letters on 
Hegel's Absolutes5 she had traced and retraced the 
"Self-Thinking Idea" as "that power of abstraction" not 
as an escape from the real world, but as the pathway to 
confront reality in its totality. 

In 1986-87 Dunayevskaya, in returning to Lenin's 
Philosophic Notebooks and to her own 1953 Letters on 
Hegel's Absolutes, began to fully work out the limits of 
Lenin's philosophic mediation. Thus the philosophic am­
bivalence of Lenin she now saw as within his Philo­
sophic Notebooks. Only through seeing where Lenin 
failed to go philosophically could you find the ground as 
to why Lenin's great reorganization as a Marxist revolu­
tionary post-1914 did not encompass the question of or­
ganization—his | conception of the vanguard-party-to-
lead—which he never threw out, though he did modify. 

In her last writing prepared for the June 1, 1987 
meeting of the Resident Editorial Board of News and 
Letters Committees, Dunayevskaya presented where the 
critique of Lenin needed to focus in terms of her work 
in progress: "To fully work out the dialectics of philoso­
phy and organization for our age, it is now clear that 
that critique must dig deep philosophically." 

Dunayevskaya's new perceptions of Lenin's philosoph­
ic ambivalence were not a question of setting the histor­
ic record straight. Rather, she was tracing all the obsta­
cles that impinged upon fully working out a philosophy 
of liberation forj one's era, including its concretization in 
the realm of revolutionary organization. It is in this 
sense that Raya's new work on Lenin speaks to the pro­
blematic facing jthe revolutionary movement today. 

What compelled her studies on "Dialectics of Organi­
zation and Philosophy" was not the wish to add to the 
already volumirious literature on "The Party" the post-
Marx Marxists had produced in the century since 
Marx's death. Rather, she was intent on hewing out a 
revolutionary n^w beginning, one that would encompass 
philosophy's relationship to organization. Her last work 
on Lenin's philosophic ambivalence was one strand 
within the task she had set for herself. 

5. The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection, Microfilm 1797. Of special 
importance here is to note how developed her critique of Lenin was as 
early as 1953. See especially her May 12, 1953 letter. 
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New youth movement challenges Reaganism Belfast murders: how 
long till Ireland is free? 

B*£ ' ' 

(continued from page 1) 

dents and other solidarity activists had felt the bru­
tal edge of the Chicago police, as dozens were arrest­
ed in several days of protes ts against Reagan 's 
incursion into Honduras. 

One particular campus, Northern Illinois University 
(NIU) in DeKalb, needs a closer look, not only because 
its large and ceaseless protests on a range of issues have 
been "whited" out by the media, but also because it di­
rectly reveals what youth activists everywhere are 
trying to work out. 

On April 13, 79 NIU students were arrested on "Day 
of Action II" after they sat down on a state highway to 
protest massive tuition hikes and budget cuts by the Il­
linois state government. These cutbacks will deny a col­
lege education to thousands of low-income youth. Earli­
er in the day, over 1,000 students rallied on the campus 
and cheered speeches discussing not only the budget 
cuts, but also women's liberation, the need to uproot 
racism on and off campus, U.S. military interventions, 
the South African freedom struggle. (See stories, p. 11) 

The Day of Action II, the most dramatic and massive 
one at any Illinois campus in years, was preceded by 
over a year of actions and forums on all of the issues 
affecting youth today. In 1987 and 1988, students have 
repeatedly demonstrated against racism on campus, 
have been arrested -while protesting Reagan's sending 
troops to Honduras, have rallied for South African un­
ion leader Moses Mayekiso, and have founded an auton­
omous women's liberation group. 
1968-88, A N D T H E F U T U R E 

Indeed, at NIU and elsewhere, many youth are look­
ing beyond Reaganism toward the future, but not sepa­
rated from a confrontation with the legacy of the 
revolutionary youth movements of 1968. In that tumul­
tuous year, at the height of the Vietnam War, Black 
youth set the ghettoes aflame in the wake of the assas­
sination of Martin Luther King, including the famous 
"six blocks from the White House." Students massively 
occupied universities, in anti-racist and anti-war actions, 
from Howard University to South Carolina State Col­
lege in Orangeburg where three were killed by police, to 
Columbia University, and then braved police violence 
on the streets of Chicago. 

In France the 1968 student-worker revolt, nearly top­
pled the state, but ultimately stopped short of its goal 
of a full social revolution in an industrially developed 
land. In Communist Czechoslovakia, intellectuals, youth 
and workers created Prague Spring, a deep undermining 
of that totalitarian system. They openly proclaimed 
their philosophy to be "socialist humanism," only to fall 
victim to a brutal invasion by Russian troops. In Mexi­
co, hundreds of youth were massacred by the govern­
ment during a major student revolt. Virtually every 
country had its 1968 in some form, and yet none unfold­
ed into a total uprooting of the system. None developed 
a total philosophy of revolution. 
R A Y A D U N A Y E V S K A Y A ' S L A S T 
D I A L O G U E W I T H Y O U T H 

It was precisely the development of a total philosophy 
of revolution that Raya Duneyevskaya, the founder of 
Marxist-Humanism, spoke about at NIU in April 1987. 
Attended by some 400 students, that talk was to be her 
last public lecture. Under the title "Youth of the 1980s, 
Youth of the 1960s, the Other America and the Idea of 
Freedom," she raised the question of a philosophy of 
revolution as follows: 

"Marx's humanism is the unity of idealism and material­
ism—that which will start totally new human relations. He­
gel's Absolute actually shows the movement of history, of 
men and women struggling with various stages of freedom. 
What happened in 1968 was to make very real that if this 
revolution—even as high as it was, whether Columbia Uni­
versity or whether it was Paris...if it could go down so easi­
ly, then we have to turn to more philosophy... 

"So today, with the Reagan retrogression, he tries to roll 
history back, to roll life back, whether it's racism or the 
ending of the so-called victories of the 1960s, whether it was 
on women's rights or human rights or welfare rights, and 
calling counter-revolutionaries the founding fathers of this 
country! Then you have to know that there is no way you 
can do it without going very deep, to totally uprooting this 
'Society.<.What you -have learned, and the sixties didn't 

• learn> is that you. have to have a philosophy of revolution 
..along with the revolution itself" 

Jim, a member of the John Lennon Society (JLS), 
the leading radical activist group at NIU, described her 
impact: "Last year we first brought CIA critic John 
Stockwell to speak before 600 students, but Raya had a 
bigger effect. Stockwell exposed the CIA but didn't real­
ly influence our thinking, because people in the move­
ment already assumed the CIA and U.S. government 
•were criminals. 

"Raya was more valuable because we were grasping 
for answers to bigger questions. We wanted some type 
of philosophic grounding for our radical ideas. Even be­
fore, we knew, Hegel or Raya, we had an organization, 
the JLS, whose stated purpose was 'a movement for 
'freedom.'But as a concept it was stiB abstract.*' 

At NIU, the y e a r striae Dunaywsfcaya ' r presenta­
t ion has brought forth a n intense discussion of ideas, 
including on women's liberation which arose from 
within the New Left itself. Julia, a participant in a 
Marxist-Humanist study group, spoke of women's lib­
eration as challenging the campus movement: 

"Part of the struggle of women's liberation is to 
nchnBge the : definitions and assumptions of the move-
'•uaent. For example, we- voted to allot 'a specific period of 
time at the weekly JLS meeting to discuss women's lib­
eration." 

Mama, another participant, said: "In fact H was the 

women that insisted that we place some emphasis on 
women in the study group, thus combining the two 
books by Raya, Marxism and Freedom and Rosa Lux­
emburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy 
of Revolution. Within the JLS, the study group has 
shown us the importance of dealing with philosophy, 
not just action." 

Activists are increasingly frustrated with the resist­
ance to discussion of fundamental issues at national and 
regional student conferences, where elitist leaders too 
often keep the agenda strictly on pragmatic, "organiza­
tional" questions. 

Julia continued: "In the Progressive Student Network 
they try to cut people off and thwart debate at their 
conferences, specifically on philosophic matters." 

Many activists contend that the February Rutgers 
conference to form a national student organization, even 
though it adjourned in confusion, was at least a place 
where some ideas got debated, and where rank-and-file 
participants shook up the pre-arranged agenda. 

The new type of youth movement, at NIU and else­
where, reveals not only a deep opposition to Reaganism, 
but also the possibility of catching what was missing in 
1968, what Marxist-Humanists have termed "the practi­
cality of philosophy." That is certainly the challenge 
facing American youth in 1988. 

Poland and Chicago commemorations 

Warsaw Ghetto uprising 
Sfcf**W* 

« 
* . • & 

Marek Edelman, former commander of J e w i s h re ­
s is tance fighters, address ing commemora t ion of 
W a r s a w Ghet to in Poland. 

Whether it was a small meeting of 500 like that we 
attended, held in Chicago, or the massive outpouring of 
thousands marching in Poland, the commemoration of 
the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising—45 years after the Jewish 
people there rose up against the Nazi troops on April 
19, 1943 and fought for three weeks to their death—-
proved to be a retrospective impossible to separate from 
the freedom struggles ongoing today. 
I N W A R S A W , D E F I A N C E 

In Warsaw, an unsanctioned rally, organized by the 
Polish opposition movement, drew thousands to defy 
the government ban and retrace the route that had, 
been taken by more than 300,000 condemned Jews to 
the deportation site for the Nazi death camps. At that 
rally, Marek Edelman, the only known survivor of the 
uprising still living in Poland, joined with leaders of the 
banned trade union, Solidarnosc, in defiantly addressing 
the marchers. 

Earlier in the day, Dr. Edelman, a leader of the Jew­
ish resistance fighters in the Ghetto Uprising, and a 
strong supporter of Solidarnosc since its founding, dedi­
cated a simple red granite monument to two Jewish La­
bor Bund leaders, Henryk Erlich and Viktor Alter, who 
were ordered put to death by Stalin in 1941 on 
trumped-up charges of espionage for Nazi Germany af­
ter they had protested the Russian invasion of eastern 
Poland. The dedication had been strongly opposed by 
both the Polish government and the representatives 
from Israel who had come to attend the official govern­
ment ceremonies. 

The inseparability of today's struggles from those 
being commemorated was still further underscored by 
Lech Walesa's statement, read to the rally by Solidar­
nosc spokesman Janusz Onyszkiewicz, in which Walesa 
not only asked that the poison of Poland's anti-semitism 
be forgiven, but declared: "We commemorate this strug­
gle today in a special way, because in this land, the 
land of so many uprisings, the uprising of the Jewish 
fighters was perhaps the most Polish of all uprisings." 
EST C H I C A G O , A C O N F R O N T A T I O N 

On the same day, at the commemoration sponsored 
by the Midwest Jewish Council in Chicago, the short 
speech delivered "in Yiddish by Gerry Revzin/ Executive 
Director of the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza­
tions, triggered enfuriated shouting and fist-waving by 
some in the audience when she dared t6 confront the 
situation in Israel today. 

"When the State of Israel was established in 1948," 
she said, "it had all of our hopes for the establishment 
of ft deinocratic Jewish state in the troubled Middle 
East. To our utter dismay, we are witnessing immoral 
and undemocratic actions which can only lead to disas­
ter in the Jewish State." It was when she then wejjt on 
to read a letter from the Holocaust Survivors Associa­
tion calling "the brutal treatment of Palestinians by 
some Israeli soldiers" action that "brutalizes both Pales­
tinians and Israelis," that organizers of the meeting had 
tb send men down'-the-aisles' and into the audience to 
stop the shouting and let her continue. 

When she finished, the majority of the audience gave 
her strong and prolonged applause. —Olga Domanski 

What happened in Northern Ireland in March, the 
bombing of a republican funeral which resulted in the 
death of three, and the shooting of two British soldiers 
who "got lost" in the side streets of Belfast, cannot be 
taken out from both the historical context and the bad­
ly needed theoretical preparation for revolution. 

I recommend t h a t all readers take another look at a 
very important pamphlet written by Michael Connolly 
in 1981, Ireland: Revolution and Theory- (Available 
from News & Letters for 75^ postage free.) In it he looks 
at the events of 1981 in the context of what Marx and 
Lenin wrote about Ireland, as well as James Connolly 
and the actual movements for freedom. 

S E V E N Y E A R S O F S T A T E R E P R E S S I O N 
Seven years later we are in need of a second edition. 

The state repression and control can only be seen as 
worse after seven years of British Prime Minister Mar­
garet Thatcher's rule. The "Prevention of Terrorism 
Act" has become a law on the statute books rather than 
an emergency piece of legislation voted on each year. 
Extradition arrangements with the South (The Irish Re­
public) have resulted in more repression on both sides 
of the border and shows how deeply the Republic is ec­
onomically/politically and ideologically dominated by 
Thatcher's Britain. The army has remained in occupa­
tion for a second decade and their "shoot-to-kill" policy, 
that was hushed up until last year, is finally common 
knowledge, 

The violent s tate activities tha t British mining 
communities experienced during the miners str ike 
(1984-85) continue to be the daily reality of life in 
the republican areas of the North. After the miscar­
ried IRA bombing ra id in Enniskillen some 50,000 
homes were raided, affecting about 8% of the popu­
lation. Since then, the Brit ish Special Air Services 
(SAS) shot three unarmed IRA operatives in Gibral­
tar . These murders were praised by Thatcher and 
grieved by the republican community. At the funeral 
for the three a fascist loyalist a t tacked the mourners 
throwing splinter grenades and firing pistol shots, 
killing three more. 

The terror and anger created by this attack is not 
hard to understand. What is hard to understand is what 
two British soliders were doing driving at high speed, 
lights blazing, horn blowing, into the middle of the emo­
tional funeral for the three new deaths. The crowd must 
have been terror struck thinking it was a repeat of a 
few days before. Yet what came across the TV screens 
of the world was not only the horror of the crowd who 
beat the soldiers, but also pictures of an IRA man 
pumping a final bullet into the head of one of the sol­
diers, pushing aside a priest who attempted to give 
mouth-to^mouth resuscitation. 

Perhaps the question of what happened can never be 
answered, but it will not be answered unless one asks 
the question, how long till Ireland is free? 

Yet to ask the question of a free Ireland also begs the 
question of the centrality of a philosophy of revolution 
to make that freedom possible and lasting. We must 
face the reality that without the connection of revolu­
tionary activity with a discussion of revolutionary ideas 
there can be no free Ireland. Marx, Lenin and Connolly 
all recognized this. 

I R I S H C I V I L R I G H T S M O V E M E N T A N D T H E 
N E E D F O R P H I L O S O P H Y 

To understand the centrality of a philosophy of revo­
lution let us roll the historical clock back to the period 
of the Irish civil rights movement. This movement im­
mediately changed everything in the North. The IRA 
was completely eclipsed, the old Stalinist parties were 
swept aside and new political possibilities immediately 
opened up. Leaders of that movement, like Bernadette 
Devlin, who recognized its creativity as "coming from 
below," declared its relation to the American Civil 
Rights Movement. Yet |;his tying together-of American 
Black and Irish, a s Lenih and *Marx had done before 
her, did not in any way motivate Devlin, towards any 
theoretical endeavors. On the contrary, she decidedly 
made none, but left the question open to more activity. 
When that spontaneous and creative activity was even­
tually crushed by the British army, a void opened up. A 
void quickly filled by the provisional IRA. They proved 
immediately that they were prepared tp .defend the 
community and even die in doing so. Devlin and other 
Marxist leaders had essentially capitulated their theo­
retical positions. 

As Michael Connolly wrote in I re land: Revolution 
and Theory; " T h e n e w s generation of activists was 
not able to seriously oppose the usurpat ion by the 
IRA of the movement 's direction. The failure to 
ground the creativity in practice with a new rela­
tionship; to revolutionary theorv" resul ted in the 
splintering of the, movement when the JJRA bombing 
campaign began. ' 

It is in this light that both the "recent history, and the 
last 20 y t - r S of the struggle for freedom in Northern 
Ireland, n st be judged. The substitution of the gun, 
not only for people, but for any discussion of revolution­
ary ideas, creates such horrific consequences as can be 
seen in Belfast this past March. There is no time like 
the present, on ,the 20th anniversary of the Irish Civil 
Rights movement, to advance the need for dialogue of 
Marxist-Humanist ideas among those interested in a 
free Ireland. 

—Fred T. Shelley 
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Youth Students speak out: mass protests, arrests at NIU 
Editor's note—on April 13 over 1000 students rallied at 

Northern Illinois University (NIU) to protest a tuition in­
crease and a statewide cutback in funding of higher educa­
tion. Following the rally, 79 students were arrested in a sit-
in, the largest number of arrests at NIU since 1970. Below 
are excerpts from the speeches of three students at the rally. 

'Who is the real enemy?' 
DeKalb, III.—There has been a lot of talk about 

how the people who will be hurt the most by budget 
cuts are the poor. But do we know who the majority of 
people living under the poverty level in this country 
are? Women of color with children. The budget cuts in 
higher education will stop these women from returning 
to school if they so choose, and it will also stop their 
children from receiving the education they need. 

Women at this university can already expect to 
earn an average of $10,000 annually less than a 
man. But many people are working to get equal 
salaries for women here. The budget cuts will be, 
and are already being used as an excuse to keep 
women's salaries down. Because of the budget 
cuts, the university will be cutting the few women 
faculty we have, as a large percentage of our 
women faculty hold lower ranking positions. 

Many studies show that in times of financial crisis, 
sexism and racism increase. We have seen this happen­
ing here at NIU. People who control the economy, the 
means of production, successfully alienate the people 
who are being oppressed from each other, turning our 
eyes away from the real enemy. 

But who is the real enemy? Tilie rea l enemy is 
n p t ourselves , w e a r e the people be ing oppressed 
by the enemy. The rea l enemy is in Wash ing ton 
w h e r e officials a re uphold ing the ru les and sys­
t ems invented by s laveholders , men w h o didn ' t be­
lieve that women and Blacks were to ta l h u m a n 
beings . 

Socialism is the word we should be saying, but this is 
still a word which scares us. Capitalism is a word we 
bless despite its ramifications. We must wake up and 
confront the true enemy. —Jul ia 

• 

'Don't want to be managed' 
A lot of people are talking about sending a message 

to Springfield for a tax increase. People I've been talk­
ing to say, "take one issue at a time." But I don't think 
that ideas need to be managed for people and I don't 
think that just a tax increase is going to fix things. 

We have to start with the cuts as a point of depar­
ture and ask the question of who is being hurt? Who is 
making the decisions, and in whose interest? 

It occurs to me that all these decisions about what to 
cut and even what we get to study are being made by 
wealthy elites, captains of industry, mostly men, spitting 
out well-trained technicians to meet their labor needs. 

The question is—what do we want? Do we want 
to be trained as good technicians to fit into the 
corporate system for their profits, or do we have a 
place where we are free to explore, to question, 
and to act? 

Today, we want to make clear that we don't Want to 
be managed; we are not pieces of furniture to be moved 
around; we are people, and we can take collective action 
to define our lives, university, and society. No one rep­
resents us but ourselves. —Tom 

'Hegel not taught at NIU' 
Last time, when we all met on the first Day of Ac­

tion, I spoke about education and freedom, because we 
cannot have education without freedom or freedom 
without education. From the debates that have gone on 
throughout the process of putting Day of Action II to-

Raya Dunayevskaya at NIU 
"...What the 1980s youth have learned and 
the 1960s youth hadn't learned even though 
they were more massive, was that you do have 
to fight for both a philosophy of revolution 
and a revolution... Today's topic defines the 
dual nature of what we are talking about: 
thought divers as well as activists who are 
trying to change the world they were born 
into but didn't make, and they want to 
change it to truly new human relations." 

Raya Dunayevskaya at Northern Illinois Universi­
ty, April, 1987. 

On Videotape: Raya Dunayevskaya's 
last public lecture on "Youth of the 

'80s, Youth of the '60s." 
Price; $15 

Name 

Address 
City___ State Zip. 

News & Let ters , 59 Eas t Van Buren, 
Chicago, IL 60605 

gether, I think it is necessary for me to explain what it 
is I mean by "freedom." 

A 14-year-old Black girl involved in the Civil Rights 
Movement in Mississippi back in 1964 said, "To me 
freedom means to be human. It means that I have not 
only the right to be treated human, but also the right 
to work for the right of others to be treated human. 
This is primary. If this right is threatened, then I must 
muster all of the resources possible to end this threat, 
at the cost of time, energy, physical well-being and even 
life itself." 

That quote reminds me of the ideas of two Ger­
man philosophers, G.W.F. Hegel and Karl Marx. It 
reminds me of Marx because he believed that "Hu­
man Power is its Own End." Hegel believed an 
idea was worthwhile if it helped people i n this 
struggle to be free. That is a concept I'ye been 
thinking about for over a year now, and I just 

Los Angeles: 

can't get it out of my head. Just think about all 
the "ideas"! we're spoon-fed in general education 
classes; what percent of those textbooks or lec­
tures and tests would be considered absolutely 
worthless by Hegel? 

Hegel is nc-t taught much at NIU except to upper-lev­
el philosophy! students, and we can see why if we check 
out who he has influenced. The list includes Marx, Len­
in, Martin, Likther King, the great African revolutionary^ 
Frantz Fanoiji, and the founder of the South African 
Black Consciousness Movement, Steven Biko. Biko un­
derstood that freedom is the very essence of the human 
mind. , 

Here we afe engaged in our own student movement 
which has more in common with the student movement 
in South Africa than the administration, or some mem­
bers of the student association care to admit, because 
we are also struggling against alienation. —Jim 

"Not children of the '60s, we are here and now" 

Los Angeles, Cal.—On March 29 over 350 junior and sen­
ior high school students marched and chanted along a two-
mile route through Beverly Hills to the South African con­
sulate. They demonstrated for several hours in solidarity 
with Black South African teenagers. The protest was organ­
ized by the Los Angeles Student Coalition, a group formed 
after a Martin Luther King Day high school protest which 
also took place at the South African consulate. Below we 
print excerpts from an interview with coalition members. 

In the coalition, we are many different people, of dif­
ferent ages, backgrounds, viewpoints; but we come to­
gether for a common cause. We reinforce each other. 

Some people are skeptical of us. They say we're just 
trying to be like our parents, trying to bring back the 
'60s and all the 'Peace, Love, and Happiness' kind of 
stuff. But that's not our goal at all. We're not 'children 
of the '60s. We're here and now. There's so much to do. 

We wanted to demonstrate against apartheid because 

that's such a big issue, and we didn't want people to 
forget. South Africa is moved to the back pages. But 
the situation for the people in South Africa is no better. 

At the same time, the coalition is not just an anti-
apartheid group. We're a coalition not just of students, 
but of protestations. We can't remain a coalition as 
powerful as we are, if we're only going to fight for one 
thing. 

The issues that were being dealt' with in the '60s are 
still here, andi more. What we're doing is minute com­
pared to what needs to be done—nuclear disarmament, 
South African liberation, U.S. out of Central America. 

In the coalition, we come together, with all these dif­
ferent people from different places, with different ideas. 
We're not just out to incite, to get people to demon­
strations because that looks good. We want to educate 
each other an4 discuss what's really going on, and what 
we can do about it. 

New York: 

"Youth Condemn Apartheid and Racism" 
New York, N.Y.—On April 15 the youth of New 

York had their first march and rally organized and act­
ed out completely by high school students. It's the first 
demonstration in many years organized by what has 
been considered the new "beat generation." The name 
of the group which organized it is called Youth Con­
demn Apartheid and Racism. We thought it would be 
important to unite certain youth groups, on this subject. 
We decided the South African consulate and their un­
willingness to change is something that should be fo­
cused on. Apartheid and racism is going to be our 
theme and it's important to go to the consulate because 
it symbolizes that system. 

At 3:30 pm the march began at the consulate and 
ended at a place one block away. That's where we held 
the rally. Youth were represented from almost every 
minority group in New York. Just a few of the high 
schools represented were La Guardia, King, Midwood, 
Bronx Science, Stuyvesant, Riverdale, St. Anne's, Hunt­
er, Park West, Dalton and Brandeis. 

There were South African speakers, kids were 
rapping, and there was a South African choir. A 
lot of speeches focused on the unity needed in the 
youth movement. One of the more memorable 
speeches was made by a Black teen from Martin 
Luther King High School. She called for youth to 
"kill the disease called racism." She was mesmer­
izing and incredible. 

Some kids thought there was too much of a show and 
not enough of a rally. Some resented that we had to 
walk by the South African consulate and couldn't rally 
in front of it. A lot of students just joined—they had 
just come into high school and were willing to take part 
in the group and were very energetic. 

The rally stressed that schools must have some con­
nection. In New York, there are a lot of politics be­
tween schools. We have to learn to communicate be­
tween schools. Then schools would not be left out when 
something like the Supreme Court decision against high 
school free speech happened. 

Or take Tawana Brawley—a student group could 
have communicated and made a decision on the 

Brawley case! which is a prime case of anti-youth, 
racist violence. Youth could hold rallies and have 
many students decide the issues. I think something is 
going to happen with the city high schools, as stu­
dents from New York City will be politically active 
and have a poWerful student body. 

The 1990s b^gan that Friday and I believe we've got 
to look forward to the months ahead where the new 
youth movement is concerned. The youth movement 
has to rediscover it's own power and in the process of 
doing just that, we have a basis of thought. 

—LaGuardia High School student 

Youth in Revolt 
lj>y Franklin Dmitryev 

During a protest in La Paz, Bolivia, in March against 
government plans to slash the education budget by 
nearly 25%, pohce shot at demonstrators, killing Marco 
Antonio Uria, si student at the University of San An­
dres. Numerous others were injured or arrested. Police 
later raided and| ransacked the campus. Student demon­
strations against both the killing and the budget cuts 
continue, though the police barricade the campus and 
tear-gas the protesters. 

* * * 
Hundreds of students at the Univ. of Nigeria clashed 

with pohce in February over the arrest of nine student 
activists for their involvement in demonstrations in 
1986. The military government ordered several campus­
es closed indefinitely, but was forced by the protests to 
drop the charges against the nine. 

* * * 
Students at the Univ. of Zimbabwe held the first stu­

dent strike in that country since its independence from 
white rule in 1980. They were demanding improvements 
in student financial allowances, book supplies, transpor­
tation and housing. Two students were injured when po­
lice moved in to dismantle barricades. 
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Revolt broke out in Honduras in April as several 
| . thousand demonstrators converged on the U.S. Embassy 

annex in Tegucigalpa and burned it down. After two 
days of street protests, at least five people lay dead. 

While the immediate outrage began after the U.S. 
government extradited Juan Ramon Matta Ballesteros 
on drug charges, in violation of the Honduran constitu­
tion, many Honduran leaders agreed with one Latin 
American ambassador who said: "The reason this is tak­
ing place is not because of a drug trafficker but as a 
popular response to six years of American impositions." 

The transformation of Honduras into a U.S.-run 
support base for the Nicaraguan contras has been 
even more galling, and the March deployment of 
3,200 U.S. combat troops to Honduras was loudly 
condemned during the demonstrations. The intensity 
of the protests have openly shaken the illusion that 
Honduras, the poorest land in Central America, can 
be "taken for granted" by either its own military or 
by the Reagan administration. 

All tensions in Central America are increasing. The 
60-day cease fire in Nicaragua, begun March 23, seems 
to be going nowhere, while the Reagan administration is 
taking every counter-revolutionary option. Only one day 
after the last U.S. combat soldiers from the March de­
ployment were returned to the U.S. from Honduras, 

Tensions increase 
in Central America 

Ronald Reagan announced April 1 that: (1) he was de­
ploying 1,200 additional U.S. mihtary security forces to 
U.S. bases in the Panama Canal Zone, and (2) he was 
signing the $48 million so-called "humanitarian" aid bill 
Congress overwhelmingly approved to sustain the con­
tras during the Nicaragua negotiations. 

Panama has become the direct arena of U.S. inter­
vention. By executive order, Reagan has invoked the In­
ternational Economic Powers Act in his aim to oust for­
mer friend Gen. Manuel Noriega. The Act was 
previously used by the U.S. government in economic 
warfare against Libya and Iran. There was even an 
openly-discussed "option" of kidnapping Noriega, a plan 
authored in the U.S. State Department by Shultz-
Abrams. 

The Panama bank-supported economy, one of the 
most capitalistically wealthy in Central America, is to­
tally dependent on the U.S., and the latest sanctions 
have left it in shambles. While the U.S. economic club­
bing of Panama has yet to dislodge Noriega, it has 
caused deep hardship among Panamanian workers and 
the poor, who have neither food nor money. Many are 
calling for "neither Noriega nor the gringos." At the 
Caribbean and Central American Solidarity Conference 
held in Panama in March, the member nations con­
demned Reagan's attacks on Panama. 

Korean strike wave 
South Korean workers have begun a new strike wave 

that is sweeping the land. In April, at Daewoo Motor 
Company in Pupyong, near Seoul, 4,000 workers sat in. 
They were joined by 9,000 workers from four other 
Daewoo plants who began support strikes. 

Hundreds of workers from Daewoo Precision Indus­
tries supported by students tried to march on Daewoo's 
conglomerate headquarters and were met by riot police. 
At the second largest shipbuilding plant in South Ko­
rea, Daewoo workers shut the yards down after refusing 

$• to accept the company's wage offer. 
In February, workers at the Hyundai Engine plant in 

Ulsan struck demanding the reinstatement of Kwon 
Young Mok, a union leader who was fired for his activi­
ty during the strikes of 1987. In March, some 400 work­
ers occupied the plant after a police raid against the 
strikers. Family members, mostly women, barricaded 
the gates. The workers called for support from other 
Hyundai workers. 

Students have increasingly joined with workers in 
support of their demands: higher wages, release of jailed 
workers, an independent union movement, and im­
proved working conditions. 

• 

Protests in Paraguay 
The fraudulent re-election of Gen. Alfredo Stroessner 

as president of Paraguay in February was marked by 
' protests from within his "loyal" party, as well as from 
" independent youth and many Paraguayans who boycot­

ted the election altogether or left their ballots blank. 
Opposition is also appearing in the countryside where 

land has been used by Stroessner as an unequal lever of 
-¾ political influence among speculators, the military and 

peasants. 
The government has run out of land and increasingly 

peasants .have started to build large squatter camps on 
idle lands. The confrontations have turned violent when 
landowners and the military attacked squatters. 

Many peasants who have farmed their land for gener­
ations are being told their titles are worthless. In some 
cases, land has been "distributed" or sold three times 
over by the government Rural Welfare Institute. The 

, peasants are ignoring the title disputes and insisting the 
land belongs to those who have worked it—themselves. 

• 

Debates on Israel 
Timed cynically to coincide with the worldwide com­

memorations of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the bru­
tal, terrorist assassination by the Israeli state of Pales­
tine Liberation Organization leader Abu Jihad (Khalil 
al-Wizar) was deliberately aimed at killing the man the 
Israeli Army evidently regarded as the "commander" of 
the Palestinian Arab uprising. This deluded conspiracy 
theory is conceivable only to those who have so forgot­
ten that the Jews' own struggle for liberation has his-

* torically been part of the universal movement for hu­
man emancipation, which is in any case never depend­
ent upon a single leader. 

Recently, as the whole world solidarized with the 
Palestinian uprising, a variety of forms have emerged, 
and a variety of analyses- have been given. 

Unfortunately, some of the discussions of solidarity 
with the Palestinians have taken the form of abstrac­
tions such as "a democratic secular Palestine" and 
have labeled any concept of a Jewish state "racist" 
and an "apartheid state." Such was the language of 
an ad published in the New York Times on March 13. 
It was written by the Trotskyist Ralph Schoenman 

* and signed by a number of other independent, revo­
lutionary Marxists. Since its publication, several 
signers have indicated their dissatisfaction with its 
language, while others such as the Trotskyist paper 
Socialist Action (April, 1988) have touted and cele­
brated it in a special section. 

It needs to be recalled that Lenin had to oppose such 
abstractions by Bukharin and others, who were "for" 

national self-determination of nations but only for "the 
working people." Schoenman and his colleagues have 
also conveniently forgotten Trotsky's own writings on 
the Jews, something raised to the world movement in 
Raya Dunayevskaya's 1976 Political-Philosophic Letter, 
"The UN Resolution on Zionism." 

There, Raya quoted Trotsky that with the rise of 
Nazism, he no longer believed "that the Jewish Ques­
tion would disappear in a quasi-automatic fashion." 

Therefore, Trotsky wrote, "One must reckon with 
the fact that the Jewish nation will maintain itself 
for an entire epoch." Raya added that: "World War 
H had totally changed the objective situation. The 
creation of the state of Israel changed it still further 
for the Middle East. Two realities, thereupon, were 
new: the existence of Israel, and with that success, 
the creation of another national consciousness—-the 
Palestinian people." 

For our analysis of today's events see especially "Can 
Palestinian Struggle Become a New Revolutionary Be­
ginning?" by Olga Domanski, N&L, January-February, 
1988, and our reprint of "Israel Moves Further Back to 
Begin's Reactionary Beginnings," by Raya Dunayevska-
ya, N&L April, 1988. 

Today, when the world movement solidarizes with the 
Palestinian people, we need to make this type of sober, 
dialectical analysis rather than mouthing hollow ab­
stractions about "secular democracy," which skip over 
the bi-national character of the land of Israel-Palestine. 

'The Other Israel' 
Editor's note: The Other Israel is an Israeli journal in op­
position to the policies of the ruling parties. Below we print 
excerpts from an article sent to us which will appear in 
their next issue detailing some of the opposition activity to 
Israel's occupation policies in the West Bank and Gaza 
which have arisen within Israel. The Other Israel can be 
reached at P.O.B. 956, Tel-Aviv, Israel. 

In the first three months of 1988 dozens of new peace 
groups came into existence nearly simultaneously. At 
the same time old, nearly defunct groups suddenly burst 
into vigorous activity...there is an enormous influx of 
people who have suddenly become politicized. Fairly 
typical of them is Dr. Bernard Hurvitz, a veterinary 
doctor of Ramat Hasharon and an immigrant from 
South Africa. Impelled by hearing a young solider say, 
"Police duty in the West Bank made me sympathize 
with the white South Africans," Hurvitz conducted a 
hunger strike for a whole month! 

Other groups organize on a local or regional basis; 
this is particularly true in the Galilee, where Jews and 
Arabs often live in close proximity—a situation some­
times giving rise to tensions, but also conductive to dia­
logue. 

The intense struggle in the schools has pushed exist­
ing youth movements to take a clear stand, and new 
groups were formed. Part of these youths were already 
involved, since 1985, in the struggle against the openly 
racist movement of Meir Kahane. 

Similarly, several new women's groups have emerged 
while old and established women's organizations have 
taken unprecedented political positions. 

At the end of February, a peace march—in which 
thousands of Jews and Arabs travelled over four days, 
from Israel's northern border to Jerusalem—was organ­
ized by one of the new peace groups, "The Red Line." 

Another new group—"The Twenty First Year"—pro­
motes actions such as boycott of products from Israeli 
settlements in the occupied territories; organizes parents 
and pupils to boycott school trips to the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip; supports Palestinian workers who are mis^ 
treated by the police in Israeli cities; in short resisting 
the occupation wherever it touches Israeli daily life. 

The new groups and initiatives are politically hetero­
geneous. They could be divided into two broad categor­
ies: those who oppose the occupation without presenting 
a clearly defined political program; and those who state 
explicitly that Israel should speak not only with "the 
Palestinians" in the abstract but with the PLO, the Pal­
estinians' chosen representative... 

Editorial 
U.S. in Persian Gulf 

Danger of Reaganism's 
international reach 

In the biggest U.S. naval battle since World War II, 
U.S. forces on April 18 destroyed two Iranian oil plat­
forms and sank or severely damaged six Iranian ships in 
the Persian Gulf. In the ten-hour battle, laser-guided 
bombs, Harpoon missiles and naval cannons killed doz­
ens, perhaps hundreds. The true casualty toll is still un­
known. 

By the next morning the White House was described 
as "exultant," not only at military victory, but at the 
"broad support" Reagan's actions received from Con­
gress and the press. Indeed, so confident was Reagan 
that he now had a free hand in the Gulf, that he imme­
diately ordered a National Security Council re-assess­
ment of U.S. operations in the region to consider an ex­
pansion of military forces and a widening of their role. 

C O N G R E S S P R A I S E S A T T A C K S 
Congressional leaders from both parties praised Reag­

an administration officials for their "consultations" the 
night before the attacks, and openly offered to ignore 
the never-enforced War; Powers Act as long as such 
meetings continued. The media, meanwhile, confined 
themselves to analyzing Iran's motives in counter-at­
tacking and risking its entire Navy, while never ques­
tioning either Reagan's motives in launching the attack, 
or his account of the timing of the events. 

Still less have they paid attention to the context of 
Reagan's attacks. But the fact is that the assault in the 
Persian Gulf followed by only some 48 hours the assas­
sination by Israeli commandos of Abu Jihad (Khalil al-
Wazir), second-in-command of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), in Tunisia. And it followed by less 
than 24 hours the Iraqi surprise attack against Iranian 
forces on the Fao peninsula. There can be no doubt 
that Pentagon planners were, at the very least, fully 
aware of this conjunction of events before they unfold­
ed. 

From Khomeini's point of view, the battle in the 
Gulf was not separated either from the hijacked Ku­
waiti jet then on the ground in Algiers, or from the 
current negotiations on the war in neighboring Af­
ghanistan. Internally, his murderous, counter-revolu­
tionary regime is facing increasing anti-war resist­
ance as the Iranian masses have suffered under Iraqi 
missile attacks against Tehran and poison gas mas­
sacres in Kurdistan. 

But the context, of what happened in the Persian 
Gulf April 18 is not solely one of U.S. vs. Iran. On the 
contrary,: Reagan has shown that even Khomeini's char­
acterization of the U.S. as the "Great Satan" did not 
stop Reagan from shipping arms to Iran, precisely be­
cause his preoccupation is the division of the whole 
world into two superpowers—-the U.S. and the "evil 
empire," Russia. Thus, riot only is nothing ruled out' 
when it comes to future relations between such retro-
gressionist rulers as Reagan and Khomeini, but much 
more than the Middle East is at risk. 

The struggle for single world domination of their bi­
polar world is what drives the rulers of both the U.S. 
and Russia. That is true whether one looks at the Per­
sian Gulf—which the U.S. armada entered last year in 
full force as part of Reagan's determination to push 
Russia out "of a region in which it was rapidly gaining 
influence—or at Central America, where Reagan's ob­
session with overturning Nicaragua's revolution is root­
ed in his desire to erase the memory of U.S. defeat in 
Vietnam* • 

R E A G A N A S COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
The world in 1988, in this last year of Reagan's r u l e -

but not necessarily the last year of Reaganism's inter­
national reach—is a very dangerous place. It calls to 
mind what Raya Dunayevskaya wrote on March 27, 
1986, after U.S. planes attacked Libyan forces in the 
GulfofSidra: 

"Clearly, the extraordinary counter-revolutionary 
Ronald Jteagan, proudly designating himself as such, 
and obsessed with the idea of practicing being Com-. 
mander-in-Chief of an actual war, doesn't care to wluch 
country the imperialist troops are sent. He is playing 
with, or actually preparing for, a full-scale war. As obvi­
ous aa has been his ambition to invade Nicaragua— 
whether he was in Grenada or Libya—is this really his 
ultimate?" 

As Reagan and Gorbachev both prepare for their 
summit meeting in Moscow in late May, the number 
of world "hot spots" continues to grow, -whether 
Panama or South Africa, Afghanistan or the Persian 
Gulf, Israel/Palestine or Nicaragua/Honduras. From 
the vantage point 'of the U.S. and Russia, the Third 
World is everywhere a "zone of conflict" in a world 
divided into two. But the masses who live there re­
fuse to allow it to be only a geographic designation 
for superpower rivalry. For them it is the home of 
freedom ideas and of liberation struggles against 
both imperial powers and their own rulers. 

It is not a matter of predicting where the "next "hot 
spot" will erupt into actual war. It is a matter of chal­
lenging Reaganism and its global reach with a banner of 
human .liberation, "human power that is its own end." 
It is with that banner that we join the masses through­
out the Gulf region in demanding: "End the war now!"; 
"All U.S. forces out!" _ 


