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Patrick Hayes tells Old Bailey

“1 AM A
VOLUNTEER

IN THE IRISH
REPUBLICAN
ARMY"

Pat Hayes and Jan Taylor were sentenced on May 13th 1994 1o 30
years each after a four week trial at the Old Bailey the media were per-
plexed. Why they asked would two 'Englishmen’ one an ex soldier, get

involved with the IRA ? Why did they do it? According to one security source, both
had been involved in extreme left wing groups in the 70's and 80's, but had then
dropped out of sight. Perhaps an even more pertinent question was how did they
do it ? How did they make the transition from being ‘'weekend radicals’, which is
how the establishment actually regards the British Left, to beconting IRA volun-
teers ? Were they recruited by the IRA, or did they make the initial approach? If
in fact they volunteered their services, how, the media wondered, did they earn the
IRA's trust ? How did they, as 'Brit lefties,’ bridge the credibility gap, was the
question?

Similar questions were raised after Frank Portinari got five years in February this
year, following his Loyalist UDA gunrunning conviction. The London magazine
Time Out asked: 'just what would make an Islington born Catholic school care-
taker become a gun dealer’; and then answered the question themselves. It was
quite simple. Frank was a fascist. Preserving the union is a central tenet of the far
right and Portinari simply took his politics to their logical conclusion.
Significantly, to disclose that Pat Hayes and Jan Taylor were ‘extreme left wing'
or ‘revolutionary’ was felt in contrast to be of little help by way of an explanation.
Revolutionary activity in Ireland bears no relation whatsoever, to its nominal
counterpart in Britain. The latter in a nutshell, is, and is seen to be, counterfeit

For the best part of this century, and certainly post war, revolutionary politics in
Britain has been reformist in ambition and opportunist in approach. Revolutionary
politics in Ireland has always been ins . As @
consequence the Irish question is, and perhaps always has been, the litmus test for
the British Left, and the mainspring for the rupture between the reformist and rev-
olutionary traditions. Nevertheless British Trotskyism has a core identity, and the
establishment has long ago identified it as - diletiantism. In the inimitable words of
MIS officer Peter Wright, now retired the 'far and out lef., despise their frighten-
ing names were about as dangerous as a pond full of ducks’. We can find no fault
with that analysis, and so, it is to the other tradition that Red Action subscribe.
As an organisation, Red Action has from the outset supported the right of the Irish
lo bear arms in principle and supported the military campaign as a TACTIC,
Where we see a synthesis between republicanism and revolution Trotskyism seeks
only contradictions, and so while paying lip service to the principle of self deter-
mination the middle class left has with few exceptions been an unswerving critic
of its implementation.

Of course no one in Red Action knew when, or precisely why, Patrick Hayes ook
the decision to join the IRA, but from his own testimony it is clear that he regards
support for the military campaign and taking part in it more as a matter of empha-
:hhum'mh-p'.?u’w-ﬁmlﬂlm
‘graduation from being a weekend radical to becoming an Irish Republican Army
volunteer’. As in the case of Portinari the explanation is quite simple. He never
was a weekend radical. He is, and always was in whatever capacity a

On the last day of the trial having dismissed his barristers Patrick Hayes
addressed the jury. This is his statement:

|

continues to date. Furthermore, unless
the British respond to the Irish Peace
Initiative it will only continue. Secondly,
this campaign did not start in
November 1992 but commenced
some 23 years previously with the
State's armed response 1o legitimate
peaceful process in the North of
Ireland. Thirdly, and most significantly,

1980's stree! clash. IRA volunteer Patrick Hayes in

no attempt was made lo examine an
IRA campaign by the court. Indeed,
when | tried 1o elicit this information |
was stopped. This country has seen
continuous IRA actions for over 20
years now, yel there has been no
attempt to put it into any wider context,
bar that of the two individuals sitting in
the dock. The that these
are motiveless crimes is a fallacy that
has not been addressed by the prose-
cution. They have chosen to ignore
the background to these incidents. To
ignore the visible armed occupation of
the north-eastem part of Ireland. They
have also chosen 1o ignore the political
and military resistance o this occupa-
fion by a subjugate, but risen, people.
The result, then, is that you, the jury,
have not had the full facts presented to
you in order fo see that no crimes
have, in fact, been commitied. Rather,
a number of actions in a war conduct-
ed to unite and free Ireland from
Britain's imperial grasp. | made this
clear when | replied to the 11 charges
at the start of this process. | said then
that the case related to political mat-
ters and the laying of criminal charges
is inappropriate. Nevertheless, the trial
took place and, in the best tradition of
British justice, winds its way 1o its
inevitable conclusion. On the way we
notice the theatre that surrounds it.
Amed officers disrupt traffic in the
area surrounding the court, high secu-
fity within the building itself, and more
amed police al the exits from this
room. This is not a performance you
will encounter at a normal trial here at
the Oid Bailey. It is a performance
reserved for poliical/\RA trials. t is not
a performance that you would see at a
similar trial in the north of Ireland,
either. You would not see it, members
of the jury, for one simple reason. The
Diplock courts there have jettisoned
the notion of jury trials to facilitate the
conveyor belt process of justice for
Irish rebels. The abolition of jury trials
is just one of many so-called rights
abandoned the

simple right 1o form a
Civil Rights movement which demand-
ed an end to religious discrimination
was ended in 1969 when the forces of
the state battered the people on their
own streets. The predictable result of
the introduction of the British Army as
peace-keepers was well illustrated on
30 January 1972 when 14 people

—

were killed as a result of the amy
opening fire on a peaceful demonstra-
tion. The various aftempts by the
British to contain the situation and bol-
ster the oppressive unionistoyalist
administration brought more suffering
and more oppression on to the Irish
nationalist community. From the intro-
duction of internment when hundreds
were imprisoned without trial; through
the killing of children with plastic and
rubber bullets; through the support of,
and for, loyalist pro-British death
squads; to the torture of suspects in
interrogation and the discredited use
of super-grasses o imprison, again
without evidence, British policy has
been designed lo subjugate and ter-
rorise the Irish people. How long can
people remain on the sidelines observ-
ing injustice before they act? John
Kennedy had it right when he said:
“Those who make peaceful change
impossible, make violent change
inevitable. " And, from the opposite end
of the political spectrum, the manifesto
of Umkhonto we Sizwe states: “The
time comes in the iife of any people
when there remain two choices; lo
submit or fight " A particularly apposite
quote when considered against the
current changes in South Africa. How
many members of the jury could or
would stand idly by and watch their
friends, relatives, compatriots be bru-
talised and dominated by an occupy-
ing force, if, for example, the nazis had
prevailed in the last war?

To retum 1o this case and the evidence
offered by the prosecution. Much has
been made up of adding figures to
make convenient totals to support the
prosecution case. Whether this be
fotals of cash money, pounds of sem-
fex, rounds of ammunition, numbers of
Kalashnikov AKA7 assault rifles they
have all been added up and conclu-
sions drawn and expanded upon
Even lengths of white electrical flex
have been accumulated, totalled and
explained away at some length. | wil
now give you a total. The total is
seven. Seven tons of home-made
explosive. 16 tons recovered from
Canary Wharl, 145 tons recovered
from Tottenham Court Road, 3 cwt
involved in the Woodside Park explo-
sion, half a ton recovered from the
Essex Lodge garage AND 3.3 tons
recovered from the Volvo lorry in
Stoke Newington early on 14
November 1992. In this case there
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another capacity as anti-fascist militant, I

was first mention of this “extra” bomb
when questions were asked 10 see if
links had been sought or discovered
between it and the incidents | am
charged with. Despite repeated
aftempts o prevent me pursuing this
point it emerged that there is, indeed,
an irefutable forensic and scientific
link between the Canary Whar! bomb
and the Volvo bomb found around the
comer from my home address. That
link is the blue insulating tape found at
both places. Despite this link being
discovered, very lew resources were
allocated 1o uncover any more such
links. The HME mix, the booster tubes,
the construction, the packaging of the
bomb were not examined for links

| will give you another link. | drove the
Volvo lomy bomb on the night of 13
and 14 November 1992 when it was
stopped by the police. | was accompa-
nied by another man who has not
been apprehended. Here, then, lies
the reason the links were not pursued
Patrick Kelly was convicted of driving
that lorry bomb and sentenced to 25
years. He had no connection at all with
that bomb or any other bomb. He was
convicted on the basis of his nationali-
ty. Mr Kelly is Irsh bom and speaks
with a suspicious and, in this instance,
damning Irish accent. As for the rest of
the evidence presented | have no
comment to make save that the pros-
ecution has assembled the known
facts and clues of this matier, added in
a large amount of conjecture and prej-
udice and bound it all together with
emotive and hysterical language, not
1o mention a certain amaunt of theatr-
cality. The issue of the accuracy or
Inaccuracy of the prosecution case is
not one | am interested in challenging.
Nor, indeed, is the prosecution or the
crown interested either. Their interest
lies in obtaining convictions and they
In no way concem themselves with the
wider issues of justice and egalitarian-
ism. However, no matter what incon-
sistencies exist in this matter one thing
i sure and certain,
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with No illusions

111 aving declared for
years that the
emancipation of the

working class can only be
accomplished the Great
Liberal Party, after having
decried all independent election
activity of the workers against
Liberal candidates foo, as dis-
guised Toryism and after having
prociaimed the

election the workers should put
up candidates of their own,
regardless of Liberals or
Tonles..."

That was Frederick Engels ver-
dict on the antics of the Fabian
Society in 1893. For the latter
part of the twentieth century, the
role previously played by the
Fabians in relation to the Liberal
Party, is precisely the same role
later played out by Trotskyism,
specifically Militant, in relation to
the [Fabian] dominated Labour
Party. In the same way that
Labour promised the peaceful
transformation from capitalism
to socialism, Militant promised
fo transiorm the Labour Party by
the ‘permeation of socialist
principles’ and uitimately, by the

adoption of some Trotskyist

and practised not only by this
and that Trot group but by the
for want of a betier name, the
Trotskyist ‘'movement’ as a
whole. Like its Liberal predeces-
sors the Labour party,[as a
proponent of progressive
relorm| is doomed and for some
of the same reasons, lack of
courage and imagination.

And in the same way that the
radical Keir Hardle,
described by Engels as; ‘a
super cunning Scot who...can
not be trusted for a minute’
eventually jumped ship and
founded the Independent
Workers Party and later led the
Labour party, so too today
Militant abandon Labour and
inspired by the success of
another ‘cunning scot' Tommy
Sheridan, proclaim their own

tragedy, then as farce

The role of progressive
reformists, that the Militant
sought to fulfill prior to their
expulsion, inside the Labour
party, they know seek to occupy
outside, and counterposed to
the party. Fine and dandy were
it not for the fact that the BNP
has the same target audience
From a revolutionary working
class point of view these are the

two distinct poles of repulsion.
On the right fascism, on the left
of

reformists. Their total ineptitude;

invite the working class to be
cured and castrated in the same

operation.

By acting as campaign man-
agers for Labour the Left are
prostituting anti-fascism, and
instead of presenting a radical
persona, anti- fascists are seen
1o be in effect defending the sta-
tus quo; it being, bad housing,
cockroaches, unemployment,
lack of local democracy, social
workers, the council tax, middie

results; for having shed their
independence in favour of a
popular front with a middie class
party for these anti-fascists
there can be no way back.

As a national institution the
Labour Party is finished. This is
because it can no longer serve
its primary purpose as a cam-
paigning party of progressive
reform. This capitulation is not
entirely down to lack of nerve,
but more specifically because
the economic system itsell is
exhausted and is no longer
capable of progressive reform. It
is of course ironic that the very
people |[Trotskyites] who
preached the message that
‘capitalism cannol be reformed’
for fifty years, are in the end the
last ones 1o to come to terms
with it. So from a revolutionary
point of view, while there was
always principled reasons to
maintain an independent posi-
tion from Labour, there are now
tactical reasons as well. Where
previously there may on occa-
sion have been, simply out of
sons for them, this is

no longer the case. Instead

clear tactical advantage is 1o be
gained by NOT supporting
them! Labour has openly aban-
doned the politics of milk and
water socialism for the politics of
milk and water monetarism:
nevertheless the Trots persist.

Where Trotskyism habitually
harangued Labour for following
the path of reform, we in tum

. are compelied to condemn them
. for having no useful function,

more precisely because they
have CEASED to do s0.!

class pure and simple. The
message in political terms could
not be more clear cut. This strat-
egy is now of paramount impor-
tance, not only in the fight
against the failed reformers, but
of even more pressing impor-
tance it is as vital a weapon in
the fight against the rejuvenated
fascists. The May election pro-

tise. In Edinburgh we cam-
paigned for the James

Society candidate standing
against the local Labour leader
in Connolly's old ward. In north
London we supported the inde-
pendent candidate George
Silcott brother of jailed Winston.
Red Actions intervention on the
the Isle of Dogs meant that, for
the first time there a resolute
anti-fascist message was com-
bined with a radical proposal i.e.

, that faced with the prospect of

either the ultra conserva-
tive BNP, or a retum to
the old bulishit, the local
people should elect their
own recallable dele-

form of guerrilla war-
fare against the

resources
progress are
secured. In a bat-
tlefield position
while the
Trotskyite Left
without exception
line up with the
bureaucracy in

against the
bureaucracy,
and within
the working
class; with
the anti-
racists
against
the
racists. In
1892
Engels
wrote;
“in our
lactics
one

- socialist candidales

is firmly established for all

mental principle. They are
the ‘eddicated’ par excel-
lence... This socialism of theirs is
represented as an extreme but
inevitable consequence of
middie class liberalism,; hence

and therefore intriguing with
them, of liberalism
with socialism - of not putting up
the
Liberals but of foisting and
forcing them upon the

are told a pack of lies and
imposed on by others or else
they themselves are lying about
socialism...” (Judging by those
comments the loony left is not
such a recent phenomenon!)
Today the antics of much of this
strata is safely derided by the
tabloid press precisely because
both they and their working
class readers see it exactly for
what it is: an expres-
sion

Tommy Sheridan, like his predecessor iGer Hardie, another
cunning Scol who shouldn't be trusted for a minute.

of self righteous, but quite harm-
less liberal middie class extrem-
ism. Hammiess, because It is nei-
ther an expression of, nor a dec-
laration to any working class
constituency, and as a conse-
quence no matter how radical a
campaign appears on paper it
invariably ends with a strident
whine and in ignominious fail-
ure. This is the paradox of all lib-
eralism; for unless there exists a
greater threat, a threat possibly
to the existence of the state
Itself; the state tactically has no
incentive to make either moder-
ate concessions or even concil-
latory gestures. Ultimately,

liberalism can only be success-
ful in CONTAINING genuine
pressure from below; (which it
sees as its real function) when
liberalism is itself regarded as
the ‘lesser evil’ by the powers
that be. Perhaps, that is the
most striking indictment against
fifty years of Trotskyile endeav-
our: not that it was reformist
opportunist and traded its
principles for influence and
8UCCeSS,

but that in the absence of princi-
ples it had nothing to trade and
so never needed to be bought
off. And so even by the low
standards it set for itself, it
finished up a marginalised, and
inept under achiever. At a
national meeting in 1994 Red
Action rubber stamped its own
approach by unanimously
the motion:

*.only in exceptional circum-
stances should Labour ever be
supported ... That as an allema-
ve fo the BNP we will champion
working class candidates
1 from ail

bourgeocis
parties...in recognition that as a
positive solution to the problems
posed by the BNP agenda, this
strategy is a compiiment rather
than an alterative lo resolute
Support for independent
working class candidates is an
interim step in pursuit of the goal
of the independent working-
class party. After a century of
treachery, fudge and failure the
wheel has come full circle and
for Labour and the middie class

* Ingert: Red
Action leafiet
handed out on
the Isle of Dogs
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a secrel
policy of not building AFA
(which a less indocirinated

underhand activity, | convened
a meeting on the subject of not
allowing political groups to use
AFA merely as a name 1o use in
their lengthy rhetoric and just so

. they could recruit. | am very

glad to see the back of them. In
response to their ridiculous arti-
cle, | would like it to be known
that Red Action have revi-
talised Cardiff AFA and always
shown integrity and a full com-

, mitment to AFA, something

Workers Power will never do.
Thanks

SB

Cardiff AFA

5 toul, code name

WHERE FOR ART THOU ROMEO,
CONTINUED

Dear Comrades,

I'm enclosing a cheque for £3 for 6 issues of Red Action. I've only
MMMW;MM@.WWM‘M
8/2 years, and I'm stil trying to get myself re-organised back into
‘normal’ life,

Among many things I've been reading is a pamphiet titled “At War
with the Truth”by Larry O'Hara, and on page 26 is a ‘Note 4' refer-
ring to Red Action 66 summer ‘93, reierring to INLAIPLO.

I'm particularty interested in this because my conviction (14 years)
was ‘conspiracy lo cause an explosion” . You will have

case of Liam Heffleman and Martin McMonagle. It was Daly who
back in ‘84 was responsible for informing on me.

grmdwm

Bristol

HARDMAN?

Dear Red Action
| read with interest the 3

ong-
nal roots in the SWP, Our ranks
now have a wide layer of
working class activists who hail
originally from as diverse

recruits who have never had

of the
International Marxist Group
(IMG) during the ANL's heyday
in the late 70's and he was the
scourge of those who now
regard him as their darfing.
When he left the IMG (and the
Labour Party) to join the SWP,
the IMG's Glasgow bank
account is also rumoured to
have been plundered. Once in
the SWP, Chris quickly settied

the

ROUND 2 OF THE 3 CORNERED FIGHT - CLASS WAR REPLY

Dear Red Action
IMnhnm.ﬁummrthamwlmaummmbrn.mImus1
reply to your article; “A Three Comered Fight". First | must explain Class War as | see it as |
don't think you understand. CWlsmﬂhlSWPNhlsalmdMMualslmoivod.ﬂdlbem
able to have their own say on articles. Your view that CW has no real analysis has a seeming
slight ring of truth. The ‘monkey see monkey do' comment probably comes across in the paper
(and at times in some of the members) because of the years of shit the LefVAnarchists have
chumed out; with deep and articles that a lot of working class people just can't under-
stand, or just find too bonng. Sometimes things just have to be said in black and white I you
actually spoke to a lot of CW supporters they do have an analysis and objectives. Your dam-
aging comments about CW being ‘useless as allies and dangerous as companions’ will do
nothing to forward the fight against fascism. As you know AFA contains CW supporters and
!yrmm;duyournlymlwﬂmnsalhes’ﬂhendmhdayhmﬂmmmo«
mwwmammmyasmﬂ.mmelmtagamsllasumspn-
mary and must be won so we can move on with confidence.

RA reply: If as you claim
that accusation against
Class War was ‘unjust’ why
then was the other allega-
tion; that CW invented for
the media, an ‘allance’'
between CW and Panther
UK and Red Action in a
crude atlempt at self-pro-
motion not refuted? Is it
because similar stunts to
promote Class War as the
distinct altemative 1o the
Left have been successtul-
ly exploited by your organi-
sation previously?

For instance. in a support-
ers’ newsletter, ‘the great
strength’ of founder mem-
ber lan Bone is recalled
“...for his ability to manufac-
ture publicity without letting
reality get in the way of
things, something we have
all been grateful for in the
pasL.” Surely that is the

mmmmm;ﬁmm&amg&owsmgwl
violence and the mythical alliance between ar.Red .o comupt kind of seli-
Action and Panther UK serving bullshit the left

have always chumed out, that CW was initially meant to oppose, but instead apparently cele-
brates. Exploiting the gullibility of the media (or in the case of the WELLING RIOT the media
exploiting the gullibility of CW) provided, CW for a time. with a largely unwarranted subversive
image, but reality invariably does get in the way of things. You say the damaging ‘comments
made in the articles concemed ‘will do nothing to forward the light against fascism’, well the
principal contention of the article was that peddiing the politics and imitating the antics of mid-
dle-class lefties does nothing but retard the fight against fascism! Despite recent developments
here and abroad, the conventional view of the middle class left, and it must be said the CON-
SISTENT view of Class War's paper is that fascism is an anomaly. a diversion from the onward
march towards a more egalitarian socialist society Correspondingly anti-fascism is regarded
as an irritating distraction. As London Class War explain in a letter printed in Red Action no
67:"...the importance of crushing fascist activity should not distract us from creating the Social
Revolution...” On a World in Action programme last year a spokesperson insisted that for the
majority of people, “..their experience of organised fascists does not come from the BNP but
the police..” This is simply a resurrection of the old German Social Democrat/Stalinist equation
- fascism equals reaction. Groups like Workers Power expound the trot variation of the same
theme, “Fascism is capitalism's last resont. When. all other ways of suppressing the working
class have been tried and failed, the capitalists turn 1o the fascist thugs." According to them fas-
cism is the punishment on the left for success rather than the penalty for failure!

Even in 1923 a full decade before Hitler took power, the veteran communist Clara Zetkin saw
the need even then, fo refute this nonsense. “Fascism is in no sense the revenge of the bour-
geoisie for the revolutionary advance of the proletariat...considered objectively fascism pre-
sents itsell much more as a punishment [because] we have not acted vigorously
enough...although the idea that fascism is simply bourgeois terror is entertained even by radi-
cal elements of our movement, it partly coincides with the conception held by the relormist
social democrats. For them fascism is simply terror and violence: indeed bourgeois reaction 1o
the violence initiated or threatened by the proletariat against bourgeois society " The contem-
porary left regurgitate all of these errors and more. On the one hand the SWP/ANL emphasise
the difference between the nazi BNP and the fight wing Tory party but ignore the connections,
while on the other CW and the RCP place their emphasis on the connection between them but
ignore the differences. Where both make the same mistake is to treal the offensive and defen-
sive struggle as identical. Having no contact with the working class proper, they have no gauge
on whether they or sociely is going forwards or backward: moving fo the left or to the right. This
inadequacy manifests itself in a number of ways. One, they refuse 1o accept that anti-fascism
is by definition a rear guard action; the result of their (the Left's) political and strategic failure
To be forced to do so would mean accepting mistakes in analysis, that might raise question
marks over their continued existence. Either they have made critical mistakes or they ARE mis-
takes! Such a verdict is simply unthinkable; so errors are not even identified, never mind recti
fied. The stubbom refusal to acknowledge mistakes means also a refusal to accept that the far
nght are setting the agenda. Not only for the left but for in many cases the state. Sociely can
not be pulled or driven in opposile directions at once, Either the left or the right are in the ascen-
dancy; either fascism is a problem or it isn'. To even address the issue of anti-fascism s itself
a tacit admission that the initiative has, or is about to swing to the far right. This of course 1s
stoutly resisted for the reasons mentioned. Instead many preler 1o continue with the pretence
that the opposite is the case, ie that they, or at least the lef, is in the dnving seal. To do this it
then becomes necessary to invert the relationship between the right wing state and the fascist
party. Instead of the fascist party crealing a night wing state, the nght wing stale is accredited
with creating the fascist party. Most of the left 1o one degree or another, continue 1o plough this
tallow turrow. Having established this fact’, they can then with good conscience tum and
accuse militant anti-fascists of ‘posturing' of fetishising anti-fascism’; of being ‘racist and
reformist’;, for doing exactly what they themselves are guilty of-treating the symptom rather than
the cause. CW again *.. perhaps you [Red Action] believe that simply slapping yourselves on
the back for your macho posturing against a particular anti-social element within the working
class is actually treating the disease...what we [Class War] are saying is: the importance of
crushing fascist activity should not distract us from creating the Social Revolution. This is our
goal, and yours?"

This is not only a denial that the likes of the BNP are a contributory cause, but also that fas-
Cism is itself a specific form of reaction. But of course if it is proven not 1o be a specific lorm,
MndGMyMQmmmneedumbraspocﬂmresponse; there need be no analysis there
need be no change of plan: steady as she goes, business as usual Indeed for Class War fas-
cism should be treated like drunken driving, as a SOCIAL rather than a political problem! That
one section of the working class, their supposed constituency, prey on another section is no

concem of theirs. It has nothing to do with them; in that at least, like much of the left, they are
correct. So if indeed radical change is on a European agenda as Class War insist, it is not like-
ly to be the ‘Social Revolution’ they imagine - but its antithesis While Red Action is aware that
individual supporters have contributed to the cause of militant anti-fascism this is despite rather
than because of the politics of the organisation Class War to whom they pledge their allegiance

Itnbrmmmnustoow\etofeﬂnsmhhcmtraucm
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Begord the Pale ‘Q.:—""

years after the height of
the heroin epidemic in
Dublin drugs are now a

culture surrounding the rave
music scene.

HISTORY

By 1983 most of the inner city
flat complexes,the most
deprived and neglected in
Dublin, had a serious drug
problem. The residents were all
100 used to official neglect and
prejudice but the sight of heroin
ravaging the youth of their areas
was oo much. The people
decided to fight back. Early
1983 saw the roots of what was
to become the Concerned
Parents Against Drugs
(CPAD) formed at a public
meeting in the north side
Hardwick Street flats. Soon
afterwards the south inner city
flat complexes began to get
organised. It was the local res
dents who called public meet-
ings to gauge support for the
fight against drugs. Support was
overwhelming once people
overcame their initial fear of the
drug pushers. CPAD tactics
were persuasion where possible
and confrontation where neces-
sary. These tactics camied with
them the very real threat of
retaliation from the drug push-
ers, given the huge amounts of
money being made from drugs
In fact very little retaliation took
place, the most serious incident
being the shooting and wound-
ing of a man thought to be a
member of the CPAD in St.
Theresa's Gardens. The reason
for the lack of retaliation was the
strength of support for the
CPAD and the dis-organised
stale of the pushers, most being
small time pushers with no
backup. The perceived threat of
IRA retaliation also played a

part.

The sight of ordinary working
class people and tak-
ing control of their lives struck
terror into the hearts of the
establishment. The media por-
trayed the CPAD as lawless,
violent vigilantes beating up

put more effort info harassing
the anti drugs activists than they
did the pushers. In a further
effort to criminalise the CPAD
the media alleged IRA infiltration
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against the drug barons or backing the drug barons against the
Hepublican movement, the estabishment chose the hoods.

pushers as witnesses agains!
the CPAD in coun. In one case
four CPAD activists were tried in
the Special Criminal Court, the
court for political offences, for
trying to evict a drug pusher.
The pusher was used as par of
the Prosecution by the state.
The four were eventually acquit-

members  John
“Whacker" Humphreys and
Hugh Cahill who were sent
down for one year each for the
eviction of a pusher in Ballymun
flats. Again the stale used the
pusher as the main part of the
Prosecution case. The police
had decided that organised
working class people were more
of a threat than drug pushers.

The establishment also used
another tactic in trying 1o neu-

by drug addiction playing among
the used needles It is surprising
that the campaign was not even
more violent. The people within
these communities had every
right to use whatever means
necessary to protect their chil-
dren and communities.

By 1985 most of the big pushers
had been jailed and the smaller
pushers forced out of the areas.
Ironically the reasons for the
success of police actions
against was down
to the CPAD. By forcing the
pushers onto the streets they
became more vulnerable to
police operations and, impor-
tantly, the success of CPAD
forced the police to act against
the pushers for fear of CPAD
becoming even more popular, a
fact not lost on some members
of the Concemed Parents. With

A CPAD activist had been attacked at work,
driven out of his house, had the windows of
his new house smashed and finally, had photos
of himself and his kids sent to his new house
with death threats. He was jailed for 5 years
Jor having a shotgun to protect his family
against pushers.

tralise the threat of the CPAD. In
October 1983 the National
Federation of Communities
for Action on Drugs (CAD)
was formed as a conscious
altemative to CPAD. While the
CPAD was staunchly working
class the CAD was middie class
and placed emphasis on work-
ing with the state agencies and
on educational work. The
Archbishop of Dublin was instru-
mental in the establishment of
the CAD and the Deputy
Commissioner of Police person-
ally liaised with the CAD. The
then Labour Minster for Health
Barry Desmond, who refused to
meet an elected delegation from
the CPAD because he claimed
they were infiltrated by Sinn
Fein, attended the National

of the anti drugs

Conterence of CAD with the

They used the invoh of
Sinn Féin members in CPAD as
a basis for this allegation. The
RTE television programme
“Today Tonight"did an “exposé”
of IRA infiltration of the CPAD.
After gaining the trust of the

Parents and promis-
ing not to sensationalise the
drugs issue, the program mak-
ers produced a documentary
which concentrated more on
Sinn Féin involvement in the
CPAD and the violence sur-
rounding the campaign, than on
the seriousness of the drug situ-
ation. The media part of the
establishment was playing its
part by demonising the CPAD
movement. Increasing their
efforts to harass the CPAD the
police began using known drug

promise of G finance.

the jailing of the major drug sup-
pliers a lull appeared in the
Dublin drug scene. Heroin was
still a problem it wasn't so open-
ly available as it had been previ-
ously and a lot of the inner city
fiat complexes were relatively
drug free.

The early 90's have seen the
drug problem reach crisis level
again. Community activists
compare the  situation
unfavourably with the 1980's. In
the intervening years heroin had
still been a problem but the two
major factors influencing the rise
in drug abuse were the release
from jail of some of the big drug
suppliers and the drug culture
surrounding the hugely popular
Rave dance scene. People with
experience of fighting heroin
were nol prepared for the

THE VIOLENCE
Without a doubt the campaign
against the drug pushers was
violent at times. This was
inevitable given the pnuibll

1o live in a drug free
environment. There were
Instances of pushers being
beaten up, some had their flats
burnt out or wrecked and a
house bought by a pusher with
drug money was gutted by fire.
In a situation where people had
walched a whole generation
destroyed by heroin and the
children growing up surrounded

of a “designer” drug

ke Ecstacy. Ecstacy hadn't got
the horrific connotations that
heroin had, it was seen as a
“un" drug without the disastrous
consequences of heroin. An

for but 'E' crept into the areas
hand in hand with the Rave
scene, young people who
wouldn't touch smack were
taking E". The CPAD believe
this willingness o experiment
with 'E' led directly 1o heroin.

In the 80's after the jailing of
major suppliers the drug supply
market had fragmented with
numerous small pushers sup-
plying their own areas. Some of

the infamous Dunne families’
relatives had involved them-
selves in the drug business.
Without the boftle for the more
dangerous criminal activities like
amed robbery these small time
pushers set up a drug supply
network which was ripe for
exploitation when the drug
“barons” were released from
prison. The Dunnu now

of pushers working for them
supplied from London through
two of the brothers, Shamie and
Boyo Dunne. An associate of
the Dunnes, Jemmy Gantley, is
also a big supplier in the south
inner city. Jemmy and his broth-
er John have been involved in
drugs since the early 80's.
CPAD forced them out of the
Dolphin House flat complex in
1983 and out of Tallaght in
1984. John Gantley's newly
acquired house, said to be
worth over £90,000 then, was
mysteriously burned to the

In the Oliver Bond flats the
Wilson brothers are the main
suppliers. One even lives in his
new luxury apartment nearby
while dealing out of a flat in the
complex. An associate of the
Wilsons who is pushing drugs is
Martin Foley, who the IRA
abducted during their enquires
into drug pushing in 1984

Foley's abduction resulted in
four IRA Volunteers receiving
long prison sentences. In the
north inner city a pusher with a
reputation going back to the
80's is again a major supplier.

Once dubbed “King Scum" by
the Sunday World newspaper
Anthony Felloni was jailed in
1985. On his release he contin-
ued selling drugs and is one of
the biggest pushers in the area.

Compared with the 80's the
campaign against drugs is on a
much lesser scale today. A
number of factors are responsi-
bie for this. The shock value of
heroin being sold on Dublin
streets has dissipated, some
activists simply got worn out
elc... One important factor was
State agency funding.
Community activists found that
by not rocking the boat and
working with the State agencies
funding could be obtained from
these agencies. Insisting on
independence could result in a
lack of funding. As with the sel-
ting up of CAD it was in the
interests of the middle class pro-
fessionals in these agencies to
marginalise any independent
community activity such as the
Concerned Parents. Now the
fight against drugs is harder as
the pushers are armed and
much better organised. The
pushers willingness 1o kil was
demonstrated last Halloween
when a south inner city pusher,
Frank Rodgers, was shot dead
during a drug feud. A member of
CPAD has also had shots fired
through his window,
Victimisation by the police still
occurs. One anti drugs activist
interviewed told how he has
been constantly harassed by the
police and even strip searched
under the Misuse of Drugs Act

A CPAD activist, Mick Keamey,
was jalled for 5 years for having
a sholgun lo protect his family
against pushers. He had been
aftacked at work, driven out of
his house, had the windows of
his new house smashed and
finally, had photos of himself
and his kids sent to his new

house with death threats. The
police told him they didn't have
the manpower lo ensure his pro-
tection. With every right to pro-
tect himself and his family
Keamey bought a sholgun only
to have his house raided by the
police and he was arrested.
Kearney was sentenced o 5
years while similar cases have
resulted in suspended sen-
tences.

While there is not the huge
numbers involved as in the '80's
those left have proved to be bet-
ter organised and successful in
rooting out the pushers. The tri-
angle of Vicar Street flats,
Marrowbone Lane flats and
School Street flats in the south
inner city, once the worse affect-
ed area in Dublin, are relativity
drug free after a 9 month long
battle. The CPAD are under no
illusions about the success of
their campaign. They realise
that by forcing the pushers from
one area lhey are just moving
the problem o somewhere else
An activist from St. Catherine's
Combined Communities CPAD
explained that they are not
equipped 1o deal with a city wide
problem and that their priority
was cleaning up their own
areas. They are willing to help
other areas organise but areas
have 1o slart the battle them-
selves. While the CPAD con-
centrates mainly on stopping the
pushers selling they advocate
proper treatment for addicts
They realise that sending
addicts to prison, where drugs
are readily available, is no solu-
tion. CPAD want addicts to be
sent o trealment centres where
they might actually have a
chance to get off drugs. CPAD
have in the past sen! addicts to
the Le Patriarche centre in
France but a Workers Party-cre-
ated controversy and lack of
resources meant this could not
be continued.

CPAD aiso realise that there
must be facilities for the young
people of the area to acl as an
alternative to drugs. With this in

mind St. Catherine's Combined
Communities have begun fund-
raising 1o build a sports complex
in the area. Dublin Corporation
has given them a local building
1o renovate. It has been made
known that funding is available
on condition that control of the
scheme is handed over lo the
Labour Minister for Employment
Ruair Quinn. Quinn has again
resorted 1o the old allegations of
*Provo front” as an excuse 1o
deny funding. The real reasons
behind Quinn's sabotaging of
funding is the fear of a working
class community being seen 1o
be able to control its own affairs
The St Catherine's
Communities are insisting that
as it is their scheme they will not
relinquish control to the State
agencies

The Left's attitude to this gen
uine instance of working class
people taking control of their
lives has also been pathetic
From the Socialist Workers
Movement's denunciation of
CPAD as wvigilantes, 10 the sen
ous damage done to the anti
drugs campaign by the Workers
Party's allegations of addicts
being kept against their will in
France, the left in Dublin has
been a hindrance to the CPAD
Sinn Féin are the only group on
the left who can claim any credi
bility from the fight against the
drug pushers. Contrary 1o the
allegations of Sinn Féin infiltra-
tion of CPAD, the Sinn Féin
activists actually belonged to the
working class communities
under threat and had every nght
to involve themselves in the
fight against drugs

Red Action supports the
Concerned Parents Against
Drugs campaign We suppon the
right of the communities under
threal 1o use any means neces
sary lo protect their community
and children from the evils of
drugs

Red Action thanks the twe
activists from St Catherines whe
were inlerviewed

The recent execution of a
drug pusher and the pun-
Ishment shooting of sixteen
others by the IRA was a
response to the growing
availabiity of drugs in work-
ing class nationalist areas.
Apart from the obvious
effect these drugs have on
the community, the various
hard drugs are imported
into the six counties by the
UVF and sold to their drug
dealing counterparts in the
remnants of the IPLO, a
criminal gang who once
masqueraded as republi-
cans before they were
forced to disband by the
IRA. Most of the people
punished recently were
linked to the IPLO.

criminals. The

means the community demands.

OmdhmqordrugdﬂmonﬂuLoyllIﬂtmu!my
Wright, the loyalist killer from Portadown known as ‘King
Rat’. This man has personally been involved in sectarian
killings. The UVF have financed part of their murderous
through the sale of drugs to both communities.
It is known that Billy Wright also has links with certain
Dublin criminals who buy drugs from him. The discovery
of two valuable paintings in Turkey, stolen from the
famous Beit art collection, which were in the possession
of known Loyalists has highlighted their finks with Dublin
were stolen by a
criminal gang and were later exchanged as part of a
mmwmmm
MMMdmﬂ are destroying communities
both North and South, while profits are also financing the
slaughter of innocent nationalists in a sectarian cam-
paign by the UVF should leave us in no doubt about the
Mmﬂmmbnudmgmnngbylny

* Billy Wright - AKA 'King Rat'

leading Dublin




['{ BNP offers only the
prospect of division. Only

Labour can deleal the

BNP. We urge everyone who
cares lor the Island’s fulure, what-
ever their past poiitical allegiance,
1o join us in ensuring a viclory for
democracy, decency and com-
monsense,” Labour Party state-
ment, “Pulling Together on the
Isiand.”. When Derek Beacon was
elected as a councillor by 1480
voters in the Isle of Dogs on 16
September 1993, the ever-rosy
perspectives ol the British left were
thrown inlo chaos. The impossible
had A fascist had been
elected to the council chamber.
One year previously, the Socialist
Workers Party had identified a
‘well of anger and bittemness inside
the working class” al rising unem-
ployment, poor housing, health
cuts eic. They saw the baltie over
pit closures which led to massive
demonsirations in support of the
miners as the ‘beginning of a pen-
od when politics will have lo be
calibrated on an entirely different
scale, judged according lo
different criteria.” (Socialist
Review November 1992 In
January 1993, SWP leader Tony
Ciift declared, “Imagine if we had
15,000 members ... and 30,000
supporters, the 21 Oclober miners'
demonslration could have been
ditferent. Instead of marching
round Hyde Park, socialists could
have taken 40-50.000 people to
parliament. if that had happened,
the Tory MPs wouldn't have dared
vole with Michael Heseltine. The
governmen! would have col-
lapsed." (Socialist Worker
23.1.93) Al the beginning of 1993,
the SWP was calling for a General
Sirike and the rest of the Trotskyist
left was looking for ways 1o sound
more ‘radical” and “revolutionary”
than the SWP. Nine months later,
Beackon was declaning that, “The
British peopie are no longer pre-
pared lo be treated as second-
class cilizens in their own country.”
In May 1994 the BNP stood 28
candidales in the local elections
and the National Front contested a
further 15 seats. At a BNP rally in
December, Steve Smith declared
that, with the election ol Derek

Beackon, "Britain had now proudly
Joined the ranks of other European
nations in resistance.” An article in
the January 1994 ‘British
Nationalist’ reflected on the Isie of
Dogs success and ventured that,
“We have now reached the phase
of growth where further elecloral
success will generale far more new
members than simply leafleting
thousands of houses at random.”
For the BNP, elections were now
‘the main activity of the party.” For
the laft, the issues were equally
clear cut: “Stop the Nazis on §
May.” The way o stop the Nazis?
*Work for Labour™ Labour MP
Mick Raynsford, writing in Tribune
on 22.4.94, set down clearly the
siralegy adopted by the Labour
Party 1o counter their defeat in the
previous Millwall by-election: *..the
Labour Party has given lop prionty
to this campaign in Millwall to
ensure thal everything possible is
done lo defeal the BNP .
A series of ‘Millwall Days’ are
being held when party members
from ail over London are coming o

entirely help in mass canvassing sessions.

These have proved very success-
ful, with around 70 people out on
the doorstep on each occasion.
Our three local candidales are all
working flat out to make contact
with as many local eleclors as pos-
sible and to win their confidence
and support.” In the name ol anti-
fascism, much of the left, both in
London and elsewhere, worked 1o
secure the election of the Labour
Party. Soclalist Organiser: “We
must campaign for & Labour vole
on 5 May and link that

with a battle in the trade unions
and Labour Party to make Labour
fight for decent jobs and homes for
all.” Militant/Youth Against
Racism in Europe: “In the areas
where the BNP are standing we
are calling on people to vote
Labour. But we don't just call for a
Labour vote. In most areas Labour
councils are carrying out Tory poli-
cies ... unless local people put
pressure on Labour councillors by
campaigning lor jobs and services,
this will continue. "

Socialist Workers Party
“Socialist Worker calls on its read-
ers lo vole Labour. But we need lo
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do more. Voting alone will not get
rid of the Tones, and it will certainly
not get nid of their system.”
Workers Power: *(On 5 May)
There will be, and should be, a
massive vole for Labour. No work-
er should vole Tory or Liberal
Democral.” Working within and
mobilising electoral support for
Labour has been pan of the Tact-
cal armoury” of the left since the
1820 Second Congress of the
Communist Intemnational where the
Russian Communist leader, Lenin,
argued that in order to explode the
futility of reformism and to bring
communism to pass the Labour
Party must have a trial in office
Therefore British communists
should affiliate their party fo the
Labour Party and come fo amange-
ments with it for the formation of a
joint parfiamentary block and the
mutual sharing out of constituen-
cies. The basis for the strategy
was that the Labour leaders,
Today, represen the opinion of the
majority of British workers™ and
must therefore be exposed as
betrayers of the real interests of
the working class by being ‘put fo
the test of office”. This stralegy
was opposed at the time bul was
justified by Lenin on the basis thal,
‘Milions of backward members are
enrolled in the Labour Party, there-
fore communists should be present
to do propaganda amongst
them...". Al its lormation, the
Labour Party had encompassed a
number of strands of socialist
thought, including a Marxist cur-
rent, but its defining politics were
provided by Fabianism, which
asserled the possibility of the
peaceful transformation of capital-
ist society and an ethical,
Chrislian-based “socialism®,
defined by the British socialist RH
Tawney as “compromise is as
between the Church of
Christ and the ideology of wealth,
which is the practical religion of
capitalist societies, as il was
between the Church and State
idolatry of the Roman Empire.”
For Tawney and his ilk, the depn-
vations bome by the working class
were caused less by povery than
the absence of God from the lives
of men! (Shades of Tony Blair.)
Until the drawing up of its formal
constitution in 1918, the Labour
Party was a lederation of trade
unions, particularly craft unions,
and political groups such as the
Fabians, with no clear local or
national structures and no clear
purpose beyond support for the
Liberal Party and vague intimations
of reform. The passing of the 1918
constitution with its declared aim,
“To secure for the producers by
hand or brain the full fruits of their
industry, and the mos! equitable
distribution thereof that may be
possible, upon the basis of
Common Ownership of the means
of production, and the best
obtainable system of popular
administration and conlrol of each

assortment of Leninist and
Trotskyist groups o take up work-
ing class peoples’ lllusions in the
capacity of the Labour Party to
deliver any challenge
to the political status quo. As
Workers Power put it in their doc-
ument “The Fight For Workers

Power", “Socialists stand for a

the BNP

to make ordinary working people
meet the cost of a balance-ol-trade
deficit which stood at six per cent
of GNP. The Winter of Discontent,
when low-paid council workers
went on strike in defence of their
fast-deciining living standards, was

jon- the death knell of the social demo-

lions of workers are nol, despite
the experience of past Labour gov-
emments.” Accepting the sincerity
of the argument advanced at face
value, it is stil difficull to reconcile
the lefis’ talk of ‘the lllusions” work-
ing class people have in the
Labour Party with either the history
of that party’s unconditional hostili-
ty to working class inlerests or the
reality of the Labour Party as it is
foday. In 1926, a General Strike in
support of the miners was sold out
by the Labour and TUC leaders
who saw themselves being
dragged into a head-on conflict
with the British state and drew the
conclusion, ‘Never again’” As min-
ers' leader AJ Cook put it, "‘We
have been left to continue our
struggle alone, but nol alone, as
the rank and file are still with us,
they did not let us down." The
deleal and forced retum lo work of
the miners marked the beginning
of years of long-term unemploy-
ment in the coalfields. In 1928, AJ
Cook's experience of defeat and
betrayal al the hands of the
Labour/TUC bureaucracy led him
to produce a document, “Our
Case for a Socialist Revival",
which said of the Labour constitu-
tion, “ff every ... measure was .car-
nied then we would nol have social-
ism but rationalised capitalism, in
which the main industries of the
country remained in the hands of
the exploiting capitalist class.”
Some illusions' The Labour gov-
emment of 1945-51 built the wel-
fare state on the back of the post-
war boom. With European industry
In ruins, British factories began 1o
fill a gap in the intemational market
place which allowed Labour tem-
porarily to preside over conditions
of near-tull employment. With eco-
nomic decline in the ‘60s, it was
the Wilson government which in
1966 introduced a legally binding
wage freeze for six months and a
subsequent period of ‘severe
resiraint.” In the ‘70s, the rationali-

strikes forced a general election
which led 10 the 1974-'79 Labour
Government. Heath called the
election on the question “Who nuns
the country, the miners or the gov-
emment?” He lost. John Davies,
the Tory minister, told his
children 1973 might be the last
Christmas they would be able to
enjoy. For the left, the retum of a
minority Labour government in
1974 is a remarkable victory -
‘when workers broke a Tory gov-
emment” as the SWP describe it.
But the 1974-79 Labour govem-
ment instituted a of

cratic consensus which had been
engineered as a result of the post-
war boom. The period 1974-'79
must be judged as a squandered

ity. Working class disillu-

opportunity.

sion with Labour was such that,
having brought down a govern-
ment in 1974, sections of the work-
ing class movement were drawn
into the struggle in turn with
Heath's Labour successors
Throughout, the left kept up its criti-
cal solidarity with Labour, even as
Labour moved to drain the blood
from the organised working class.

The result was the 1979 Thaicher
government and 15 years of
unabaled

attacks on our class. The

1974 Labour government
promised an “imeversible shift of
wealth and power”. By 1994 that
shift has taken place - but in favour
of the ruling class and at our
expense. By 1979 working class
disillusion with Labour was such
that trade union branches were
debating disaffiliation from the
Labour Party. The left's pro-
labourism had submerged an eari-
er tradition of working class sell-
organisation 1o such an exient that
the only options available in 1979
were aftacks by a Labour govem-
ment or attacks by a Tory govem-
ment; and thal disilusion came 1o
nothing. Current Labour policy
envisages tuming the remaining
slale-owned companies inlo ‘pub-
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under the same financial regime as
the private sector. Shadow
Chancelior Gordon Brown sug-
gests, “‘We also see a limited appll-
calion in the provision of privale
finance for publicly-led projects in
education and health. Histonically,
there has been a batltle between
public and private as if it is 8 matier
of territory. The real issue is how
you can have private and public
sectors working in the public inter-
est.” Even Tony Benn, long-time

of the labour left, senses
the malaise, “The orly political
choice seems lo be befween iwo
management leams, both commit-
ted lo the management of the sta-
tus quo. The leadership seems
dele d not lo commit itself

deflationary budgets which inlialed
the bulchering of public services
which the Thatcher government
siezed on with such vigour and a
series of wage controls in collusion
with the TUC which was intended

firmiy to any policies, least of all
those which might invoive higher

Labour Party, describes Labour as

having a “hole where the heart
ought fo be", and existing on “a
Conservalive life-support system '
In Sheffield, the Labour council is
seeking to force through £39 mil-
lion of cul. Tameside council in
Greater Manchester is being
because of financial
irregularities in its dealing with
Tameside Enterprises Lid which
runs council homes for the elderly
One journalist has described
labour as “competing with the
Tories in asking volers which
undertaker they would prefer fo
look after the corpse of local
democracy.” The reality is that
most working class people have no
more llusions in Labour than they
have in the Tories or the Liberal
Democrats. In the absence of any
other alternative Labour might
sometimes seem like the best
option but equally the success of
the Liberals in local elections has
been paved by Labour
and inefficiency. According to
Workers Power, “The Liberal
Democrats should be excluded
from any anti-fascist united front
because they are an open bour-
geois party”, whereas Labour
“remains a bourgeois workers
, but based on

TUC leader John Monks has just
suppressed an opinion poll which
revealed 55 per cent of the general

themselves explain
bers wanted a sirike. The TUC
didn't. So ... it ignored the mem-
bers.” So much for “being pres-
surised lo take action.” Nol only is
this kind of bullshit confusing, it is
now dangerous. When the political
status quo is seen to collapse, the
possibility exists of a break either
to the left or the right. If no political
force exists to the left, the vacuum
is filled from the right. In ltaly a
right-wing coalition led by media
magnate Silvio Berlusconi, and
incorporating both the right-wing
federalist Northem League and the
fascist MSI, has come 1o power
Berlusconi presented his alliance
as having "clean hands”, after two
years of political turmoil during
which ltaly's “old order” - the
Christian Democrats and Socialists
- were revealed as comupl puppets
of the Mafia. MSI leader,
Gianfranco Finl, &t the start of the
election campaign was able lo
declare “We stand for the history
and culture of the ltakian people.”
The left was represented in the
elections in the form of the

Alliance, which includ-
ed the Democratic Left (the old
CP), Communist Refoundation (a
left-Stalinist group) in collusion with
the Socialist Party and the Popular
Party (ex-Christian Democrals).
These latier two had already been
caught with their fingers in the til -
they were the "oid order”. In 1992,
ftaly was racked by general stnkes
agains! cuts in living standards,
factory occupations and mass
demonsirations agains! govern-
ment corruption. Two years later,
the MSI were part of a govemment
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which the italian press recog-
nised as ‘the most right
since Mussolini." The
Progressive Alliance had
commitied itself to
through the pﬂ:untcmy pro-

cuts, aftacks on welfare - of
the govern-
ment. The left-moving
Communist Refoundation
was in bed with a crew of
political criminals - the
remnants of the
Democrat
parties. Post-election analysis
revealed the left vole was
within the judiciary,
the intelligentsia and the
labour bureaucracy.
Berlusconi's Forza ialia
meanwhile lopped the poll in
Sesto San Giovanni, an
industrial suburb of Milan
whose loyalty to the left had
earned it the nickname
“ltaly’s Stalingrad”. Another
“red” bastion stormed by
Berlusconi’s troops was Porto
Maghera, an industrial port
near Venice. Faced with a left
which had aligned itself with
the status quo, or a vigorous nght-
wing alliance which included two
parties the MS| and Northern
League, which the "ol order” had
treated as pariahs - the ltalian elec-
torate jumped to the right. As
Fausto Bertinotti, Communist
Refoundations General
was forced to concede: “The nm
has been bealen because it did not
appear consistently as an allerna-
tive force with a clear political and
ic profile and because
as, a whole, it did not act as a unit-
od movement.” In the Isle of Dogs,
the BNP presented themselves as
a radical option to a white working
class which knew it had been
betrayed by the status quo. In italy,
the same phenomenon

- cases, the left was seen as part of
. the status quo, the most radical’

face of that status quo - but,

its association with Labour
(or in Italy, the Progressive
Alliance) an apologist for the sins
of its masters all the same.
Fundamentally, the left entirely tail
to understand the real nature of

- fascism. As Workers Power put it

“Who forms that movement?”

of sociely - the people who resent
the power and privileges of the
super-rich but hate and fear the
working class even more ... it has
traditionally been based in layers of
the middie classes ... allied lo des-
perate layers who have been
forced out of the rest of society,

| incorporate and organise the least

organised, mos! despairing sec-

. tions of the working class itself.”
. This is a complete inversion of

reality, middie class leftists purport-
ing to operate in the name of the
working class, while the ultra-

Gefing Stuck in &t Waterioo, Seplember 1082 AFA's most public victory, recenty

Italy 1919-22 describes how a
“syslematic assaull was delivered
against the Red organisations,
while at the same time new labour
unions on a palriotic basis were
created and attracted masses of

the left open up a space for the
fascist agenda within the working
class. The left talks a lot of leaming
lessons from Millwall and from
Berlusconi's victory in Italy. It has,
In practice, leamed nothing. When
Hitler came to power in Germany,
the Stalinists and said,
“After Hitler, our turn.” The left
sneers al those “readily fooled by
fascism's ‘radical’ rhetoric” and
promises itself it will inherit fas-
cism's base within the working
class once fascism's “anti-capital-
ism” is proved 1o be a lle. Militant
describe the success of Berlusconi
as “as setback for the working
class, but it is an electoral defeal,
nothing more.” For them, “The
whip of counter-revolution will force
workers o fight back and show
clearly the need o battle for a
socialis! revolution.” But the "anti-
capitalism” of tascism impacts on
itls working class audience
because “socialist revolution” from
the window of a lower block in
Turin or Millwall seems like a pipe

dream. The MSI leader
Finl taks of “the war
of the poor against the poor” -

the battle for resources between
black and white working class

repeated which the MS! intend 1o resolve by
~ iiself on a national scale. In both

rigorous prosecution of the war on
behalf of the white working class
The BNP tell their working class
audience that a BNP government,
“will be like the whole couniry win-
ning the pools”, that the ending of
the “multi-racial experiment” will
lead to zero unemployment and
the release of housing stock to h
white homeless - “ethnic

as the solution to the battle for
resources. In Labour, the
left thinks it's offering a class-
based altemative to this “war of
the poor against the poor”. Yel,
as Socialist Organiser readily
admit, “The labour movement nei-

soclalist, Edward Luttwak, writing
in The London Review of Books,
observes, “neither the moderate
right nor the moderate left even
recognises, let alone offers any
solution for, the central problem of
our days; the complelely unprece-
dented personal economic insecu-
rity of working people...
necessary 1o know how lo spell
Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft o
recognise the fascist predi
engendered by today's turbo-
charged capitalism.” It is an indict-
ment ol what passes for political
culture of the British left that a US
campus academic acknowledges
the malerial basis for the threat of
the far right in a way which the
mldﬂachn‘mvohﬂmn " of
Socialist Organiser et al cannot
bring themselves to do! Labour's
manifesto for the Isle of Dogs was
built around the promise of 1,000
new homes in the borough over

entered into a coalition with their
former adversaries on the left. For
a year before Beackon's election

the Labour Party on the Isle of
Dogs was moribund. Now,
upwards of 70 canvassers go
door-to-door for Labour every
week. The majority of canvassers
are recrulted from the ranks of the
entryst left. The 19 March TUC
demo against the “evils” of racism
was headed by the Labour/TUC
bureaucracy but built for and sup-
ported by the Labour left. Witch
hunters and activists alike have
entered into a non-aggression pact
because they can see the ground
slipping away from them. The BNP
are seen as radicals, the left,
through their submergence in
Labour, as anti-working class, pro
the local state and, hence, the sta-
tus quo. Former Labour volers in
Millwall and elsewhere have

the lifetime of the new council.”
There's only one small hitch -
Labour don't control the purse
strings. As Tribunite MP Nick
Raynslord concedes, “We are
pressing the London Docklands
Development Corporation o
release the land lo make this pos-
sible. We have aiso pul pressure
on the Tory
Estate Action funding for local
estales in urgent need of modemi-
sation.” So the alternative 1o the
BNP becomes - even with all the
baggage of conditions and
demands “thal Labour acts in
interests of the millions it is sup-
posed lo represent,” - one more
sel of broken Labour promises.

increased 300 per cent.
Community groups organised

poor” is being conducted with
ranewed vigour. All of this is con-
ceded by the lef. “The racists
that whites should be OK an
Asians should lose oul. An

among
workers.” (Socialist Organiser)

broken bodies of the likes of
Quaddus Ali, real lties in a

ther fights on diale issues -
the destruction of the health ser-
vice for example - nor does it offer
a socialis! alternative lo capital-
ism.” For Workers Power, “The
best time lo stop the BNP is now;
before the bankrupicy of the estab-
lished politicians - Tory, Liberal and
Labour - allows them to make the
kind of gains they have made
eisewhere in Europe.” And how? -
by voting Labour; one of the bank-
rupts” whose policies have,
according to Workers Power's own
analysis, engendered the spread

right of the disease. Plague becomes
- the cure for plague' The American

real war. The middle class cam-
pus-based left has no knowledge
of, and nothing in common with,
working class interests. This is
more or less conceded now, even
by the likes of ANL organiser Julie
Walerson: “The Nazis lalk
Britain in crisis, the corruption of]
mainsiream parties and so on.
They tak about targeting estates,
taking up issues like unempioy-
ment and bad housing. We have o
do the same.” Afler the phoney
war of the ‘80s, when the Labour
leadership conducted a witch-hunt
of the left, the bureaucrats have

o release  fening,

dumped their allegl to the
likes of John Smith and Neil
Kinnock; in any event the Labour
leadership has expended most of
its political energy o dilching any
commitment o the working class in
favour of the middle class prolest
vote (In 1992 Neil Kinnock
promised that Labour would lead

mmrwmmmm
the professionals, such as docfors,
engineers and educationalists.)

of a fake municipal socialism has
become part of the problem - faced
with a choice of allegiance 1o a
working class which has begun to
recognise Labour, through its
actions in local office, as its enemy,
or sticking with Labour, the left has
chosen the latter option and the
BNP has come lo be seen as an
ally to sections of the while working
class. As one BNP voler said in a
TV interview: I you're drowning
and someone offers you a helping
hand, you don’l check lo see
whose hand it is first.” Labour
Briefing, a key player in the
municipal left is at least honest
enough to acknowledge the
issues: TThe collapse of Labour's
local government resistance]
depoliticised the debate around
local government. Every question
is now dealt with as If it were purely
an administrative matter...any
resistance to cuts from trade
unions or the community is bilterly
resented. Councillors place them-
selves above ‘pressure groups'
collude with the Tories in under-
mining the very idea of grass rools
self-assertion in political struggle.
Local democracy has been evis-

- cerated nol only by the Tories but

ment structures...at least one out of

ed councillor. When politics is
taken out of local is
also removed from the Labour
Party.” (Labour Briefing April
1964) What remains to be said is
the collusion between Labour and
Tory to undermine local democra-
cy runs paraliel to a further collu-
sion; between the left and the
Labour bureaucracy to preserve
the myth of Labour as a party of
and for the working class. Years of
pursuance of a strategy ol coliu-
sion has buned a different tradition
- ol working class self-organisation
- of rent sirikes, occupations of
empty homes, of lenant organisa-
tion in opposition to local authonty -
so that today the interesis of the
left appear imeconcilable with those
of the working class. “The war of
the poor against the poor” can
only be countered by the war of the
poor against the rich, of class
against class. The ‘neutrality’ of
municipal socialism - the equal dis-
tribution of poverty within the class
- has allowed the BNP a head
start. Either we begin the work lo
eslablish a revolutionary lradition
within the working class, rather
than against or in deliance of i,
either anti-fascism becomes identi-
fied with the interests of our class
instead of the interests of the
establishment, or the reality of
Berlusconi's ltaly may become our
reality in the years ahead

by e ANL. T

The Labour lef, through its pursut

every ten Party activists is an elect-

he Left's sense of triumphalism after the
recent elections is not only misplaced, it is
perverse. It is also predictable. When
Beackon first received 20% of the vote in
October 1993 it was, the ANL insisted, entirely
due ‘to a low turnout’. His subsequent victory
only months later was put down to ‘special con-
ditions’ on the isie of Dogs. On May 5th this year
the turn out was 70%; more than might be
expecied for a General Election, and Beackon's
vole went up by 560; an increase of 30%. So
much for the ‘low turn out’ theory. Now we are

again, reality says otherwise. In the St ..lamn
ward of Bethnal Green, the BNP candidate
polied 653 a 700% incr on the last electi

“ the Nazis are on the

10,000 votes for the BNP across London s being
::'.-Mbyﬂnummnn ‘turning the

Unpalatable it may be for some, the truth
is that support for the far right is growing steadi-
ly and there |s littie the middie class Left can do
about it. There have been too many lies, and as a
result the working class is largely immune to its
propaganda. In many areas their tactics simply
makes them an irrelevance, in others areas, the
only impact is to undo good work previously
done by others. Their politics have little reso-
nance in working class areas and the SWP
knows it. Otherwise instead of being mere cheer-

DON'T BELIEVE
THE HYPE

Aher 10,000 BNP voles across London, the ANL's champagne celebrations appear perverse

leaders for Labour they would stand candidates
themselves. As a result of the ANL/YRE ('if you
don’t want a fascist for a neighbour vote
Labour’) strategy , the BNP is now nationally
as the radical, and only alternative to
the establishment parties. The ANL campaign
has made a difference: it has increased the
Labour vote but crucially - NOT- at the expense
of the BNP. The politics of the ANL is the politics
of the SWP, and the politics of the SWP is still
the shrill 60's style campus protest: siogans,
placards, demonstrations. In simple terms, the
SWP/ANL combination has been proved a fail-
ure; despite endless media promotion and
seemingly unlimited resources it has not impact-
od on the activities or curbed the influence of the
BNP. The BNP can be stopped, and on many
occasions up and down the country Anti-Fascist
Action has physically stopped them. However
we are not blind to the fact that the fight is politi-
cal and accept that the re- emergence of support
for the far-right is a symptom of a deeper
malaise. We do not see it as our job to campaign
for Labour. It is not AFA's role to argue that
change is not needed.
The function of anti-fascism is not to see the
electoral threat from the far right beaten back, so
that Labour and the middie class Left can, as
happened between 1982-82, turn their backs on
both the social causes and their own collabora-
tion in the political betrayals that gave rise to the
NF, and the BNP in the first place. The ambition
of militant anti-fascism is not simply to see the
far-right defeated and removed from working
class areas: the ultimate solution is to see them
replaced there. The BNP's attack on Labour is
from the right; and is racist, ultra conservative
and anti working class. Our primary role is to
guarantee that a successful challenge to Labour
comes ONLY from the left. Furthermore, and

and encouragement to any genuine working
class revoll.
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strange or unusual behaviour,

unpopular, miserable old

gits, or more likely, someone the boss has taken a disliking fo.

breakers, and therefore the whole point of attending their seminars
is to provide supervisors and managers with loop-holes allowing

them to dismiss workers who might be

BI.AOI( PROPAGANDA & 'BLACK FLAG'

The popularity of Padgett-Thompson seminars, which have been
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n the body of
Downpatrick  man
Martin Brown was

found on the border last week there
was the usual round of condemna-
tion from churchmen and
politicians. Of course all the
condemnation was aimed at the
IRA who claimed responsibility for
executing the twenty three year old
man who they claim was a leading
member of their organisation in the
Downpatrick area.

Not one of those, 'so called', com-
munily representatives in con-
demning the killing of this young
man touched on an issue which s
crucial and may show that the
responsibility for Martin Brown's
death lies not only at the door of
the person who pulled the trigger
but just as much, if not more, at the
door of the RUC Special Branch
for whom Brown was working.

Over the past twenty five yeans in
their zealous pursuit of recruiting
informers the RUC and British
Intelligence have used many ruses.
They have offered huge amounts of
money (0 lure young recruits, used
the threat of death ic. “We can
give your Da's, Ma's, Brothers,
name to the UVF/UFF and make
sure there are no security forces in
your area when they come for
them.” They will use psychological
abuse against a person in cuslody
and when this fails send in the
Branch man who is the father fig-
ure, your best friend. the person
who is only thinking of you and
your family and how you can do
your country and yourself a favour
by watching a few named individu-
als in your area, and besides you
can always cam a few pounds for a
drink into the bargain. your dole
doesn't go far, does it?

Another ploy used by these
‘guardians of law and order’ is 1o
drop any charges a person in cus-
tody may be charged with, in
exchange for a bit of information of
course. There appears to be no
limit 1o charges the Branch can get
dropped be it joyriding, mugging.
burglary, motoring offences and
even sex offences. The RUC Chief
Constable, Hugh Annesley, while
commenting on high levels of
crime in certain arcas uses the
excuse that while they are doing
their best to combal ‘erdinary
crime’ their fight against ‘terrorist-
related or descheduled offences’
must take precedence. If this is true
maybe he will explain why inform-
ers have literally been allowed 1o
get away with murder.

When a self-confessed Special
Branch informer admitied on a
television current affairs pro-
gramme that his handlers had per-
mitted him to drive the get-away
car when an [RA ASU executed an
off-duty paratrooper in East Belfast
all hell broke loose. Unionist politi-
cians who usually support any
strong-arm tactics used by the
RUC, including the shoot-to-kill
policy, were seething and called for
this informer to be brought back
from where the RUC were hiding
him and be charged with murder.

Another self-confessed Special
Branch informer who had escaped
from an IRA Intelligence Team
swore on oath in a Belfast Coun
that he had been working for the
RUC for seven years sometimes
caming up to fifty thousand pounds
a year. What wasn't mentioned in
court however that was three years
prior to his capture by the [RA he,
while being a member of the INLA
had 1o execute a person
who had admitted being an
informer by blasting him twice
with a pump action shotgun, once
in the face and again in the chest
Against all odds his victim sur-
vived and gave evidence to the
police about where he was alleged-
ly held, gave the names of three
people he alleged had interrogated
him one of whom had actually
pulled the trigger on him. No
charges were ever brought against
the informer despite appeals by his
victim that he be brought out of
murder.

During the Harry Kirkpatrick
Supergrass trial in 1985 another

highly embarrass-
ing case involving
the RUC Special
Branch came to
light.  Robert
McAllister a self-
confessed RUC
informer  had
tipped off his han-
diers that he was
to drive the car for
an INLA ASU
who intended 10
execule a member
of the UDR who
worked in a West
Belfast engineer-
ing firm. His han-
dlers told him to
cry off the opera-
tion which he duly
did. When the
ASU set off on the
operation  they
were unaware that
undercover RUC
personnel from the
SAS trained E4A
had moved into
the area. no doubt
to wipe oul the
ASU and gain
some ‘positive
propaganda’ 10 boost the flagging
moral of members of the ‘Security
Forces',

However, what followed can only

dispotches

from o wor zope

tective custody for his own prolec-
tion” an IRA unit retuned to and
searched his house. They found an
RUC panic button fitted to his tele-

be described as a major cock-up for  phone.

E4A, and fortunate for the volun-
teers involved. The ASU succeed-
ed in driving up to their target,
shooting him dead and driving off
again. [t was while driving away
from the scene that they ran into
the RUC undercover unit, one of
them a female armed with a sub-
machine gun. All members of the
ASU escaped the ambush
unscathed leaving egg on the face
of the RUC elite. It transpired dur-
ing the supergrass trial that E4A
and the Special Branch had
neglected 10 tell the UDR man that
he was a target and shouldn't um
up to work that faseful day.

When they succeeded in ‘convert-
ing' Harry Kirkpatrick, a higher
ranking member than Rab
McAllister, he was thrown to the
wolves and despite almost succeed-
ing in getung his former comrades
butchered he is now serving a life
sentence in Long Kesh. So much
for the Branch being protective of
their ‘sources’.

In another similar case, again
involving the INLA, the SAS
opened fire on an ASU who had
fired on the home of a UDR man
outside Strabane. It emerged a few
months later that the only fatality

Collie

Warks was a

Just prior to Christmas this man
was accused by a fifieen year old
girl of rape. She had been al a party
at the man's house and at the end
of the night there were just the two
of them left. The R.U.C. wok him
into custody. In no time at all he
was back on the street, the R.U.C.
having ‘established’ there was no
truth in the girl's allegations. That
15 when the parties really started as
money and drink was no object 1o
this man. he widened his circle of
friends to include Republican
activists or fringe activists and pret-
ty soon the house-raids, early
morming covert searches of gardens
and sheds began, Many people
who had doubted the young girls
story are now sure that he chose the
path of the informer rather than that
of the convicted rapist. Once again
our ‘protectors of law and order’
had shown us what Hugh Annesley
means by “fair and impartial
policing”.

These are just a few examples of
the depths of depravity the RU.C
are willing to sink to just to get
inside information on the
Republican Movement. To them
their informants. usually weak and
pathetic pawns in their power

friend of mine but 1

take no pleasure in the death of the

person who may have set him up.’

that night, the driver of the ASU'S
car, had been a Special Branch
informer and he was responsible
for the SAS ambush being in place.
It is hard 10 imagine what made
each of these men tum informer,
except for the case of Kirkpatrick
who fingered anyone his handlers
wanited him to for a deal that he
would not do too long in prison
despite admiting 10 a few murders
and that on his release he would be
spirited out of Ireland with a large
amoun! of cash.

Were these men beaten into sub-
mission? Was it greed that made
them succumb 1o the promise of
financial reward? Or was it the
threat against their or their families
lives which persuaded them”

The depths to which the RUC will
sink 10 recruit an informant knows
no bounds. [n a recent case an [RA
intelligence unit amrested a New
Bamsley man who passed what he
believed to be important and finan-
cially rewarding information 1o his
Special Branch handlers. When the
RUC and British Army arrived in

in fact was worthless, they con-
firmed the [RA's suspicions in this
man and he was arrested by the
intelligence unit. Shortly after,
however, he managed 1o break froe
and made his way 1o an RUC sta-

game, are only low-life expend-
ables, as was proved when the
Special Branch informer was cut
down by the S.A.S. outside
Strabane. This shoot-to-kill opera-
tion was positively reported in the
media and by Unionist politicians
as a success for the “securiry
forces”. This was the thanks the
Branch gave 1o someone who had
laid his life on the line for them
The IRA does not, as British pro-
paganda would have us believe,
execute every informer it uncarths.
Nine times out of ten the informer
goes up in front of a press confer-
ence in the hope that their ordeal
might educate others in the manip-
ulative ways of Special Branch
recruitment

The Republican Movement has
always encouraged those who feel
they are being trapped or coerced
into working for the “securiry
Jorces' 10 come forward and publi-
cise their plight. Once a person
gives that first piece of information
they have entered a dark and
murky world of deceit from which
many believe there is no going
back. This is not the case. The
Republican Movement knows that
in most cases these would
not inform if they didn’t believe the
RUC had some son of a hold over
them. For this reason the [RA has,
over the past 25 years, offered

he will be debricfed as to what
information he/she has imparted.
The ultimate penalty in this situa-
tion is for this person to be ordered
out of the country, as much for
his/her own safety as that of the
Republican Movement's. A han-
dler crossed is a dangerous entity
and with the level of collusion
between “security force " members
and loyalist death squads, why run
the risk? The only time it is
inevitable for an informer 1o face
certain execution is when that per-
50N goes inlo or remains a member
of the [RA expressly at the behest
of histher handlers and for the sole
reason of setting up his/her com-
rades, arms dumps, [RA operations
etc. One informer in Lurgan passed
information to his Special Branch
handlers which led 1o the RUC
shooting dead his own brother. A
female informer received just £160
for the murders al Loughall

Before being integrated into an
ASU recruits to the IRA are bnefed
on the techniques used by the
Branch and how they should
behave under enemy interrogation.
They are made aware that the
penalty for loose talk or careless-
ness is instant dismissal. The penal-
ty for informing is death. They
make no bones about this fact and
the recruit is afforded the opportu-
mity to leave there and then

Since 1990 the IRA in
Downpatnck have not been able 10
mount an operation due to
RUC/Military intervention. Since
1990 the ‘security forces” in under-
cover operations have unearthed
three major arms dumps in the
Downpatrick area. By far the most
serious set back was when an
undercover operation mounted by
the RUC’s E4A resulted in the
death of Colum “Collie' Marks
Collie was shot in the back while
flecing unarmed from a thwarted
operation o sel up a honzontal
montar in Downpatrick. He was the
officer commanding the local IRA
unit. The IRA in that area have
been searching for an informer ever
since.

When the IRA arrested Martin
Brown, officer commanding the
Downpatrick unit of their organisa-
tion, on 23 April, the RUC imme-
diately and over the next six days
carried out a number of armed
rads on homes and derelict build-
ings in the area When his body
turned up on the border near
Newry on Friday 30 Apnl, the IRA
said he had been an informer since
1990, A police spokesperson com-
menting on the numerous raids in
the Downpatrick arca demsed it was
a race against time to find one of
their informers. He stated, “When
Mr Brown was reported missing
police did carry out enguinies, as
they would do for any missing per-
son ... the police searches last
Thursday were toially unconnected
with Mr Browns disappearance.”

Whatever pressure was used 1o

make an
informer out of
Martin Brown
is known only
10 those who
blackmailed or
coerced him,
the IRA unit
which ques-
tioned him and
his immediate
family who
will have been
given his taped
and  written
confessions

Collie Marks
was a friend of
mine but | take
no pleasure in
the death of the
person  who
may have set
him up. | bear
no malice to
Martin Brown,
as a matter of
fact 1 feel somry
for him and for
anyone who
allows them-
selves 1o be
used in the way he was. | do,
however, feel nothing but utter
contempt for those who will use
this man's death as political
mileage or for pulpit-bashing
speeches condemning those who
pulled the trigger while totally
ignoring those who stood him in
the finng line

and say, “I wani fo helpyou. Can |
be an informer please”” Any priest
o politician who helieves different
1 suffenng from severe delusions,
is reading 100 much of their own
or is 50 far out of wuch
with the people they claim 10
represent, it is unreal.
Well, it is time they faced reality
Until they start hitting out and
condemning those who are black-
mailing, coercing and heating our
young men and women into
becoming informers then they 100
must share in the blame each time a
young person has 1o die to keep the
Special Branch's trickle of infor-
mation steady. Martin Brown's
handlers will have shed no tears for
him. They were probably dis-
cussing who their next recruit
would be while having a pint in
their local far from any nationalist
area. As for guilt, well, they won't
have fel any of that Afier all. while
no one condemns their actions they
have nothing to feel guilty for, have
they?
My sincere sympathy goes oul to
the family of Martin Brown. It 1
natural that they will feel only
hatred and bitiemess towards those
who took their son’s life but what
of those who put their son out there
in the first place? How did they get
him to do their dirty work” And
how many more young bodies will
the RUC use up before we cry
“enough!”
M Collins

No Catholic who has had 10 live Belfast
under this British regime would

willingly walk into a police station

Devils Disciples

The only real barmer to peace in Ireland is the Unionists’ parties
unwillingness to give up fts sectarian statelet. At a time when
most of the British people and many British politicians would be
only too glad to wash its hands of the Irish problem once and for
all, the Unionist camp has resorted once more 1o its age old tac-
tics of blackmail, coercion and threats of violence backed up as
usual by the state-sanctioned murder gangs of the UFF, UVF
and RHC, usually with RUC, RIR or British army collusion. It
has taken five long and bloody months for the British govem-
ment to answer Sinn Fein's calls for clarfication of the Downing
Street Declaration despite an unprecedented step by the IRA of
calling a three day ceasefire over Easter 1o allow the political
process of peace negotiations to progress. During the ceasefire
loyalist murder gangs continued their slaughter unabated while
Unionist politicians ignored them and poured scom on the IRA
for daring to halt its campaign, albeit for a short speil. It would
appear that this generation of Unionist politicians believe that if
the IRA didn't exist then their partes wouldn't exist. It is as if
their sole existence is only to malign and condemn the
Republican Movement. Strange, the UDA and UVF use the
same basis for existing despile the fact that the UVF blew up
Silent Valley reservoir in 1968, two years before the first IRA
bomb exploded in this campaign. Unionists called for the ban-
ning of Sinn Fein which, for once, was not granted by their
Whitehall masters. So, when Sinn Fein began to do well in local
elections the unionists demanded that all councillors should sign
a document renouncing violence before being allowed to take
their seat. This was not a problem for Sinn Fein members who
believed that if Sammy Wilson and Peter Robinson of the DUP
could sign this document then so could they. The next ploy by
the unionists was 1o keep Sinn Fein off all the commitiees within
the council and then their biggest political’ coup of all - whenev-
er a Sinn Fein member rose to speak they would scream, shout,
bang the table, blow whistles, stamp their feet, pick their nose or
fart. Nice move, but | can hardly see it catching on in
Westminster. It would appear then that the Unionists believe in
the democratic system of politics which we hear so much of in
Western Europe just so long as this democracy does not
include Catholics of any hue getting into power. It is not the case
of it being just republicans they want to exclude. In the mid-sev-
enties unionists used paramilitary groups such as the UDA,
UVF and recently disbanded B Specials to violently enforce
their ‘workers strike'to end power sharing with the SDLP, hardly
a dyed in the wool republican grouping. It is just a case of we
have power and we're keeping fi, and keep it they wil, at any
cost. It is time for this artificial state 1o be terminated. It has been
in power for over seventy years and it has caused nothing but
grief and misery and bloodshed since its inception. Its politicians
are a joke and are looked upon with amusement in the house of
commons. | doubt if any of them have a political thought in their
heads other than “Smash the IRA", “Ulster says No (to
everything)” and “No Pope here, no surrender”. Il is a state
run by bigots and religious fanatics who rant that the pope is the
anti-Christ and the catholics are the devil's disciples. Some
might say they are more fo be pitied than scomed and this
would be true if they weren't so bloody dangerous. If loyalist
gunmen did not hang on to every word they utter then perhaps
catholics could see the funny side of them as well. The anly
solution to the Irish problem is to oust these maniacs. | do not
care whether we have prolestant, catholic, muslim, hindu or
atheist politicians running this country just so long as they run it
fairly for all the people who live here. Under this present regime
it just isn't possible.




The darker
the night the

brighter the

of Tony Clif's biography

of Trotsky bears the omi-
nous motto: ‘the darker the
night, the brighter the star’.
The darkness symbolises the
rise of fascism and stalinism
during the decade 1930-40, the
last years of Trotsky's life. The
star, in all senses of the word is
Trotsky. That 100, is apt, though
not in the way Cliff (hopetully
the last of the ‘gury’ figures on
the left) proposes. For Trotsky's
position throughout these years
was starfilke only in the sense of
being remote, isolated and
ineffectual.
By 1933, Trotsky was living in
exile. His .support in the Soviet
Union, which had never been
consolidaled into a mass base,
became fray
as a result of Trotsky's own
entanglement within the party
bureaucratic apparatus itself,
and the irresolution of his chal-

to Stalin. This irresolution
had its roots not only in his
unquestioning acceptance of the
authoritarian model of the party
dictatorship, but in the woetul
inadequacy of his analysis of the
social forces represented by the
Stalinist autocracy. Trotsky mis-
takenly identified Stalin's ideo-
logical pragmatism with the
absence of a social base
Assuming the Left Opposition
stood for the interests of the pro-
letariat, and the forces of the
Right led by Bukharin as repre-
senting the interests of the rich
peasant 'kulaks’ he saw the
Stalinist Centre as an oppor-
tunist regime sustained only by
the mutual cancellation of the
real forces on the right and left.
Sooner or later he believed, the
Stalinist centre would be forced
lo capitulate to the proletarian
social forces Trotsky claimed for
the ‘Left Opposition’. However,
the supposed social base of the
Opposition soon proved o be
nothing more than an ideological
shadow cast by the distorted
terms of his own analysis. In
reality, the Left Opposition
proved to represent no more
than a weak and demoralised
faction of the party bureaucracy.
By October 1930, Trotsky was
admitting to the American
Trotskyist, Max Shactman, that
the Left Opposition no lenger
existed as an organised move-
ment.
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Itwas Trotsky while in exile who announced the slogan
mmqemmmmmmmumm

The Real History of the Fourth International

Alongside the few penetrating
insights into the reality of Soviet

and the mechanics
of party dictatorship which
appeared in Trotsky's analysis
at this time, sits the hollow
assertion that, despite all
appearances,

“For a long time lo come a sig-
nificant proportion ol power will
necessarily be concenirated in
the hands of the party and its
leadership ~

This conception of the vanguard
role of the party effectively
emasculated not only Trotsky's

“the proletariat still p
powers lo exert pressure
and...the state lppnralus still

a precipitous decline in the liv-
ing standards of the Soviet
working class, Trotsky ventured
that;

“the proletariat can regain full
power, overhaul the bureaucra-
cy and put it under its conirol by
the road of reform of the party
and the soviets.”
Catastrophically, it was not until
October 1933, six months after
the flascist takeover in
Germany, that Trotsky brought
himself to acknowledge the
bitter truth

“No normal ‘constitutional’
ways remain to remove the
ruling clique. The bureaucracy
can be compelled to yield
power into the hands of the
prm vanguard only by

Thnu ravelauon of the obvious,
partial though it remained, was
too little,and far too late, to influ-
ence the structure of power in
the Soviel Union. Former mem-
bers of the Left Opposition had
long been demoralised by the
irrelevance of Trotsky's pro-
nouncements to the everyday
reality of the Soviet regime.
Fundamental to all the contradic-
tions and paradoxes in which
Trotsky entangled himself is the
adherence, which he never for-
00k, 1o the model of the author-
tarian party dictatorship as the
of the working class.
When Radek, a leading ‘old
boishevik', said in October 1928,
that there was no difference in
practice between the policies
and practices of the stalinist
leadership and the trotskyite Left
Opposition, he stated precisely

the ultimate cause of the

a leading document of the Left
Opposition written in August 1929
criticising Stalin personally, but
which still clung onto the coat
tails of the stalinist apparatus:

ideological challenge to stalin-
ism within the Soviet Union, but
negated the value of his analy-
§is in every other area to which
he turned his attention. Most
notably, this was the case in
Germany, France and Spain
The strength of Trotsky's analy-
sis of the social dynamic of fas-
cism, and the virulent and
unprecedented threat it repre-
sented to the working class of
those countries where it
attained power, was unrivalied,
and. contains insights of the
greatest relevance today. The
power and prescience of an
analysis such as the following
needs littie underiining

‘The gigantic growth of National
Socialism 1s an expression of
wo lactors, as deep social cn-
sis...and the lack of a revolution-
ary party that would loday be
regarded by the popular
masses as the acknowledged
revolutionary leader.. fascism,
as a mass movement, is the
party of counter-revolutionary
despair. When revolutionary
hope embraces the whole pro-
letarian mass, it inevitably pulls
behind it on the road of revolu-
tion considerable and growing
sections of the petty bour-
geoisie...the election revealed
the opposite piclure: counter-
revolutionary despair embraced

the petty bourgeois mass with
such force that it drew behind it

“Through 'the fascist agency,
capitalism sets in motion the
masses of the crazed petty

, and bands of the
declassed and demoralised

Many of his specific tactics in
response 1o the fascist threat
were equally pointed:

“It is necessary lo have a map
of the fascist barracks and all
other fascist armnghom in

encircle the revolutionary
strongholds. Th- encirclers

“separate those who want to
fight from those who do not”
and prociaimed clearly that:

“the Social Democral leaders do
not want to fight. They cher-

them.
Here then, freed of the i
cal baggage carried in his
analysis of the condition of the

Soviet Union under Stalin,
where his own attachment lo
the ruling party dictatorship pre-

cluded a clear perception of

cist threat and following from
that, his tactical prescriptions for
its reversal are remarkably
acute. Yet how did the strength
of this abstract analysis transfer
itself through to practice? What
was the strength of the trot-
skyite anti-fascist movement in
in these critical years?
At the time of Trotsky's first
intervention in the German situ-
ation, he expected to receive
initial support from the members
of the Leninbund, a group of
dissident communists around
Ruth Fischer and Arkady
Masiow. In the event, only nine
members of the Leninhund
became followers of Trotsky
Nor did the soft-left dissidents of
the SAP (Sozialistische
Arbeiterpartei) provide fertile
ground for Trotskyite organisa-
tion. For a short while the
German trotskyites managed to
produce a fortnightly -paper cir-
culating 2,000 - 3,000 copies,
but this soon folded after a spiit
lead by the influential Austrian
dissident, Kurt Landau. The
right dissident faction of the
Communist party, the KPO led
by Heinrich Brandler, pre-
dictably remained implacably
opposed to the trotskyites. In
this minefield of factions and bit-
ter internal disputes, the trot-

members. in March 1930 a con-
ference was held uniting all
German trotskyists inlo a single
organisation, the United Left
Opposition. It dissolved almost
immediately under the pressure
of bitter factional infighting,
‘slanders’ and ‘intngues’

Trotsky himself noted at the
time: “many opposition groups
and represent a can-

groupings
cature of the official party. They
possess all its vices, often in an
exaggerated form, but not ils

Trotsky addressing Bolshevik rally in1920

- members.

wirtues...It can be characterised
in the flollowing manner:
extreme, often sickly sensitivity
in relation to everything that
concems their own circle, and
the greatest indifference in reia-
bon lo everything that concems
the rest of the world.”

So far, so good. But what of
Trotsky's prescription 1o resolve
such a sorry state of affairs
(written in February 1831, at the
time of Hitler's rise to powerl);
A special Control
Commission, as authoritative
as possible, must cooperate
with the International
Secretariat in examining the
appeal made by the comrades
who have already been
expelled, and give its
decision...In all cases where
organisational conflicts and
objections come lo the fore, an
examination must be referred lo
the Intemational Secretariat..”
This knee-jerk resort to the
wors! excesses of bureaucratic

attempts to ward off Stalin's
ascendancy in the Bolshevik
party. It proved equally futile
Six months later the German
trotskyists split. Kurt Landau
headed a minority party of 80 -
leaving a rump of 150. The 150
now became the ‘official’ left
opposition. To give an idea of
the weight of the trotskyite
grouping, it is sufficient to note
that the Berlin section had 10
this grew
to 50 by the end of 1932 - but
that figure compares with the
34,000 mustered by the stalinist
KPD. Only ten days before
Hitler's take over of power, the
trotskyites suffered a further
acrimonious split, attacking
each other at the very moment
of the fascist triumph. During
the spiit, it became clear that a
significant proportion of the trot-
skyite leadership were, in fact,
stalinist plants; each plant insin-
uating other stalinist infiltrators
into positions of ‘power’ within
the United Left Opposition as
the trotskyites, without any
sense of irony, called
themselves. Sadly enough,
influential  figures even
within the various
‘Control Comrmssmns and
‘Administrative ' 80
desperately relied upon by
Trotsky to revitalise dissident
communist tion, tumed
out to be these self-same
stalinists!
One farcical incident may stand
as a commentary upon the
whole bureaucratic apparatus.
Landau's Austrian trotskyite
group expelled one of their
members, Erich

, s
a police spy. The daunlmgly
named ‘International

Secretanat’ was dispatched to
investigate the case. The

msugamnwaalodbyahw

ranking trotskyite

certain M Mill. Mill prompﬂy
reinstated Kernmayer. Trotsky
dismissively described Landau's
suspicions as typical of those in
“Bohemian circles”. Mill himseit
eventually ‘came out'in 1932 as
a stalinist agent of the GPU
(Soviet secret police).
Kernmayer joined the Nazis a
year later!

Taking a wider perspective, the
basic weakness of the
Trotskyite organisation can be
quickly identified - it attracted
only declassed and dissatisfied
elements from the middie class
intelligensia with a taste for
abstract theonsing and building
paper empires. Trolsky occa-
sionally inveighed against these
‘pretentious armchair commu-
nists who are unfit for any kind
of serious revolutionary strug-
gle", but never understood that
the hierarchical, authontarian
party structure he had worked
within in the Soviet Union, and
untiringly sought to recreate
elsewhere regardiess of the
infinitesimal resources at his
disposal, was incapable of
incorporating a membership
outside of this extremely narmow
social layer. As late as 1932,
Trotsky complained to a col-
league that the German trot-

exiraordinary strength fo its
voice. Under certain conditions
a siight shock may bring down
an avalanche. The critical shock
of the Left Opposition can aid in

brownshirts were phnlcall_y

tion to the nazis from the
streets. While it may be permis-
sible 1o go over the top a bit 1o
encourage the troops, in pas-
sages such as these Trotsky
entirely leaves the reaim of the
rational and indulges in a full-
blooded Messiah complex. In
the following year, 1932, he was
writing: “Numerically the Left
appcmon in Gonmny is [still]

political influence

mny prove decrmo on the
@iven, sharp, historical tum. As
the switchman, by the timely
fum of the swilch, shifts a heavi-
ly laden train onto different
tracks, so the small Opposition,
by a strong and sure tum of the
switch, can
the train...of the German

of
IS
laid unnervingly bare in such
passages. The stupid ‘heavy
train (the working class) is
directed onto predetermined
historical tracks by the deft
intellectual ficks of a tiny, con-
centrated intellectual elite - the
vanguard party. Needless to
say, despite Trotsky's frantic
throwing of the switches, the
train rolled straight over him,

The story of the French trot-
skyite groups, though less dra-
matic, followed a similar sce
nario. The proto-trotskyite
organisation was founded in
April 1930, the ‘Ligue

trotskyite conception

prevailing atmos-
phere within the group: “The
Paris region contained a mgh

not surprising: for a rank and file
worker discussions about the
Kuomintang appeared com-
pletely abstract ... Intellectuals
would come and raise endless
debates, which either had no
connections with the problems
facing workers, or which they
would approach abstractly. The
weakness ol its antennae in the
working class and of its lack of
real accountability in workers'
struggles deeply affected the
Ligue.” The hierarchical nature
of the minute trotskyite groups
in which ascendancy was
established by mastery of
“abstract” argument, had clear
consequences for the social
composition and mass appeal
of the sections. Trotsky's one
lime secretlary and member
of the Ligue, Jean Van
Heljendoort, recalled that in
1932 “hardly twenty or so were
really active”. Trotsky himself
noted of the French dissident
communists that “their whole
psychology is adapted to an
atmosphere of closed circles.”
One of the disastrous conse-

of the Bolshevik legacy
on the left during this period
(and after) was the illusion that
a “closed circle” comprised of a
conscious elite of ‘switchthrow-
ers’ could initiate and implement

With the rise in working ‘class
militancy in 1934 and after, the
membership of the Ligue
reached a total of around 150
members. Trotsky decided that
an entryist tactic into the French
socialist party was the only



effective solution to this lack of
social weight. This move he felt,

the labour movement”. In
August 1934 he was writing in
the same Messianic vein: TThe
trotskyists] will constitute a pow-
erful centre of aftraction for rev-
olutionary elements in the
Communist Party and will
immeasurably facilitate the

emergence of the proletariat on
the road of revolution.” A year
later the same

optimism directed Trotsky's
pseudoscientific ‘analysis”:

From a group with
some 200 members, youth
included, it has transformed
itself info a revolutionary factor

only wlrmrrvdy but qualita-
tively.” The trotskyists were
now, he added for good mea-
sure, “a revolutionary factor of
the first order.” In case this was
not immediately obvious to

biinkers would be tom from the
eyes of the masses, the
moment when the apparently
impotent trotskyites would be

hailed as the revolutionary -

Messiah by the workers them-
selves: “Tomorrow or the day
after we will appear to the
masses as the only revolution-
ary ." In fact, in the
same period as the French
communist party more than
doubled in size to some 87,000
members, the Trotskyists
aftracted maybe 150 new mem-
bers - very few of them workers.
As in Germany, the entire farci-
cal history of the French trot-
skyite movement was capped
by a spiit at the end of 1935 into
two groups over the question as
1o whether or not to reverse the
entry into the socialist party.

organisations

May 1936, but a few weeks
later spiit a second time. While
the communists once again
doubled their membership (to
278,000), the trotskyites were
forced to record a drop of
almost a quarter of their M
inconsiderable

a time when millions of Frm:h
workers were involved in strike
actions and factofy occupations,
the trotskyites were too busy
bitterly aftacking each other - no
doubt with each group demon-
strating their ‘mandst

over its rival - to make any
mmhmmd

n Sp!h even in the context of
a revolutionary civil war, the
trotskyite movement remained
30 minuscule as to make any
history of ils ‘participation’
impossible. Trotsky's prescrip-
tion for the revolutionary party
here as elsewhere, was based
on the ‘closed circle' of the ideo-
logical elite. He wrote to the
leading Spanish dissident com-
munist, Andres Nin that: “A
small but firm Marxist nucleus,
understanding isely what it
wants, can save not only the
Catalan Federation, but the
Spanish revolution...” With

the be true that Trotsky's life, and

foundation of the POUM in
1835, the trotskyites lacked
even the semblance of an
organisation in Spain, where, a

Leninists of Spain For the
Fourth International’.
Unfortunately, they had only
slightly more members than
words in the organisation’s
name, 30 at most, and
nearly all of them non-
Spaniards. 1938,
the report to the Founding
Conference of the Fourth
International announced that
this uninspiring total had fallen
1o between 10-20, This remem-
ber, in the middle of the
revolution

Oppostion, in the notion of an
overarching international trot-
skyite movement, directed from
& bureaucratic centre. So far

groups themselves, such decla-
rations reek of pure, clinical
insanity. Despite Trotsky's urg-

ing that the trotskyites and the
SAP should fuse immediately,
absolutely ever
resulted from the vaunted
‘Declaration’. The allies lead-
ing “tens of thousands" of work-
ers (Trotsky's estimate) one by
one joined the rival centrist
‘London Bureau' which plod-
ded without perceptible
effect until its dissolution in
1939. Trotsky had thrown
another ‘switch’, and still the
train thundered along regard-
less.

While Trotsky had noted, in
1934, that the “organisational
basis for the Fourth
Intemnational is as yel very nar-
row”", he was arguing by the
beginning of 1935, that the
great advantage of such an
organisation would be the:
“groups and organisations of
hardened Bolsheviks that we
have aimost everywhere, which
are aligned, and
therefore, subject lo infernation-
al control.” We have already
seen what substance there was
for this claim (e.g. 10 hardened
bolsheviks' in the whole of
Spain). A couple of months
later, in the spring of 1935,
Trotsky was stressing again
thal size wasn't everything and
that this ‘hardness’ counted for
a lot: revoiutionary
organisations, or at least
groups, exist in all countries.
They are closely bound togeth-
er ideologically, and in part aiso
organisationally. Even at pre-

from being daunted by the sent they represent a force
events of 1933 which saw incomparably more influential,

homogeneous, and steeled
than the ‘Zimmerwald Left'
which ...took the initiative in
preparing for the Third
International.” Not only did the
trotskyite international appara-
tus consist of a set of levers
which were connected to
absolutely nothing. but the
mechanism of the levers them-
selves was surrealistically
intricate. Even the proto-
International of 1930, the so-
called ‘'International Left

" was bound up in a
complex net of hierarchical
relations and offices. An
International Bureau was estab-
lished which proved insufficient
fo stem the factional fighting of
the various national sections. It
was then buttressed with an
International Secretariat and an
Administrative Secretariat:
which then entered into a dis-
pute with the International
Bureau as 1o the respective
authority of each. To give an
idea of the real scale and
impact of these bureaucratic
nightmares, it is worth noting
that the ‘International
Secretariat’ for example, con-
sisted of 5 members, one of
whom was a stalinist spy. Only
one of these original members
remained in the trotskyite move-
ment by 1934. The July 1936
conference of the trotskyite
‘International Communist
League' instituted a chillingly
complex set of ‘Rules
Governing the Leading
International Bodies', which
were 1o consist of a General
Council for the Fourth
Inmemational, a Bureau, and an
International Secretariat. In

The Declaration of the Four imposes upon us the duty
to draft a programmatic manifesto...the whole political
life of the workers’ movement.... will inevitably revolve
around this document...” While it may be true that
Trotsky's life, and the lives of Trotskyite groups today,
revolve around documents of this kind, outside the tiny
orbits inscribed by these groups themselves, such
declarations reek of pure, clinical insanity.

1938, the Bureau became the
‘International  Executive
Committee’ - with a grand total
of 15 members. The Fourth
International proper came into
being in September 1938 - with
the full panoply of Bureaus,
Secretariats and Executives in
fow.
Uniting grand revolutionary per-
spectives with utterly insignifi-
cant social forces, Trolsky
launched into a final phase of
Messianic proclamations, the
pseudo-Marxist tone of which
cannol disguise his sad decline
into certifiable megalomania.ln
October 1938  Trotsky
declared;"In the very first
months of war, a stormy reac-
tion against the fumes ol chau-
vinism will set in amongs! the
working masses...an avowed
revolutionary movement which
will find for fts crystallisation no
axis other than the Fourth
International.lts tempered
cadres will lead the toilers to the
great offensive.” He predicted
that in ten years' lime, ‘the
Fourth International will have
become the decisive revolution-
ary force on our planet.”

In a speech delivered around

completely. “Ten years! Only
ten years! Permit me to finish
with & prediction: During the
next ten years the programme
of the Fourth International will
become the guide of millions
and these revolutionary millions

will know how to storm earth
and heaven." T , as the

- fascist war engulted entire

populations, the trotskyite
movement personified in the
pronouncements of its leader,
had become the Jehovahs
Witnesses of the revolutionary
left. It is of course necessary o
bear in mind that Trotsky was
writing against the background
of stalinist totalitarianism, of
fascist victories in Germany and
Spain, and of capitalist reaction
elsewhere. Some may think that
against such a backdrop,
Trolsky's personal desperation
is at least comprehensible
What is surely less comprehen-
sible, is the continued existence
of ‘revolutionary’ groups loday
which religiously mimic the
social composition, structural
aspirations, and political
perspectives of the original
trotskyite movement

Hitler's rise to power as
Chancellor of Germany, and the
W failure of dissident commu-

to combat it,
Trouky saw the remedy in an
even more fantastically top-

the Fourth International. In
March 1933 he was still arguing
that the Third International
should not be replaced, but
reformed. But by June 1933, he
was explicitly arguing for a new
International. The idea was that.
“The formation in several coun-
tries of strong revolutionary
organisation...armed with the

ment of the world proletariat.
These organisations will aftract
all the genuine communist ele-

ustified ments who cannot bring them-
,  Selves lo break with the Stalinist
, | The regional council, the police and courts have made it clear that

munist groups, including the
German Social democratic
SAP. For Trotsky, this was the
nucleus of the Fourth

. He wrote a docu-
ment grandiosely entitied ‘The
Declaration of the Four. On the
Necessity and Principles of a
New International.’ It proposed
the creation of “a permanent

that Md a faw tens of thou-
sands of workers found no

- | conspired to ensure that every

the same time he let go

he James Connolly Society (JCS) stood a candidate in the

May regional elections in Edinburgh's Holyrood/St. Giles'

ward. This is the area where Connolly himself stood for elec-
tion exactly 100 years ago and presented the JCS with an opportu-
nity to emulate his campaign and to present the republican case
around the banning of the 1993 James Connolly Commemoration
and their militant opposition 1o the ban. The Labour-controlied
Lothian Regional Council colluded with the police, loyalists and fas-
cists in order to have the march banned. Around 200 marchers -
including a large Red Action contingent - assembled in Edinburgh
city centre and defied the ban. A procession of court cases have
taken place since with sentences ranging from fines between £30
and £500 to community service orders and deferred sentences.

they regard supporters of Irish republicanism as outiaws and have

possible measure has been taken to
discourage support for the JCS and for the Commemoration 1o
remain banned. The militant opposition to the state, as advocated
by Red Action has, however, been uneven and inconsistent in it's
approach. Last year that opposition ook to the streets with the

mainstay being the members and supporters of the JCS, the
Republican Bands Alliance and Red Action. After the march, this
coalition maintained itself through the campaign to raise finance
and solidarity for those amested. However, the original militancy of
this coalition, we believe, has been allowed 1o subside and the
basis on which the JCS stood a candidate in Edinburgh is sympto-
matic of the decline in the militant republican agenda which suc-
cessfully unified the Commemoration’s three main backers last

year,
Red Action advocated, supported and campaigned for the JCS
candidate, Jim Slaven, during the regional election.

other path but to unite with usfl e
on a common document tha

presupposes a long and stub-
bom

es upon us the duty to
draft a programmatic mani-
festo...When we bring this out,
the whole political iife of the
workers’ movement, in every
organisation and tendency,
will inevitably revolve around
this document...” While it may

aumnim“mmmnnma

the candidacy were either misinterpreted or ignored. We believe
that the JCS campaign was flawed in that it did not confine itself 1o
the central issues around the banning of last year's commemora-
tion and that it did not sufficiently identily the Labour Party as the
source of the ban, not because it has abandoned socialism but
because it was never socialist in the first place! It is apparent that
the Labour Party is fully aware of its position towards the marchers
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but it is equally apparent that some of the marchers are confused
about their attitude to Labour. Initially, the JCS approached the
election from a tokenistic point of view and there was some talk
about “splitting the Labour vote”. Red Action believed that the cen-
tral theme of the campaign should have been, at least, for splitting
the Labour vote, if not overtuming it completely! The Labour Party
in Lothian clearty represents the attitudes of the British state in rela-
tion to Ireland. It has used every means al it's disposal 10 outlaw
and isolale republicanism - from petty harassment of JCS mem-
bers by the police, to whipping up loyalist and fascist bigots as
streetfighting fodder. Therefore, to approach them from an angle of
some form of appeal or identification with them is a serious eror

The JCS election leaflet contained a cartoon which would not have
been out of context in the pages of Miltant. The perception was
that the banning of the commemoration was a witch hunt of the left

If your perception of yourself is that you're a part of the “Labour
Movemen!t” as represenied by the Labour Party, then it's easy 1o
conclude that it's a witch hunt rather than a state-inspired attack on
your fundamental right to exist, march and campaign

Republicanism, by definition is opposed, ideologically and physical-
ly, 1o the British state. It is therefore incumbent on it's supporters o
oppose the state (ie to break bans on marching) rather than to
appeal 1o it's ‘better nature’ (ie the Labour Party). Another flaw of
the election campaign was that the JCS tned 1o take a leaf from
Militant by appealing 1o populism rather than sticking 1o the main
issue. Therefore, we had the nidiculous situation in a local council
election of calling for a £250 minimum wage and state pensions
and benefits at the same level

There was no mention of the collusion of the Labour Party in imple-
menting the loyalist agenda, only that the march had been banned
by Labour for the last two years. The point and the opportunity was
missed. Only 76 votes were polled, which itself is an achievement
considering that the area was never canvassed and was only
leafletied in the week prior to the election

There's litie doubt that the JCS represent, together with the repub-
lican bands, the best ol Irish republican support in Scoliand

However, the lack in continuity of a militant republican poltical
agenda since the march has contributed 1o a dilution of that




IS IT SOMETHING WE SAID?

The system's media produced one programme on a biny Red organiss-
tion just 1o make the guilible public believe they reat them in the same
W-M_nﬂ-_mwdﬂmmn
IRA and INLA-nothing about the INLA organising and paying for
ULSTER coachs 1o the ANaL demo, no surprise fiming of the leaders
of these groups, like they did on the World in Acton programme on
Combat 18 and no calls for a ban on these groups.
Sigrun No 2: Northen Area British Movement

The main ant-tascist group in Scolland is ANTI-FASCIST ACTION
(AFA), and here the local AFA group is more than usual dominated by
Red Action .. Red Action have aiso ined desperately 1o nvoive
themsaives with Celtic Footbal Club and even produced a pro-IRA
magazine, “Tioclaidh Ar La" with a mock Celtic logo on the front.
Target: lssue 5: Spring 94

The owners of the back-up hall got scared al the reports of a riot
and refused us access, meanwhile two Red gangs were allowed
to roam London attacking our people. At Bow Road,the main re-
direction point, 200 Reds clashed with C18 and 100 British skins,
this lead 10 riot police attacking the nationalisis not the Reds. A
similar thing happened a few hours later at Waterloo, with riot
police attacking hundreds of skinheads enjoying a quiet drink.
‘Rampage’ Issue 2. Sikingine produced by Nazi band ‘English Rose’, in
reference to the Blood & Honour debacle of January 1994

By mightiall London is estimated 1o have had about 2000 national-
1sts there for the gig which is very surpnising as the venue would
only have heid 800 at a squeeze. It is said a gang of tooled up
thugs were ambushing unsuspecting littie mobs of skins in full
view of our lawmen. Also the rent-a-mob rabble of the IRA, Red
Action, were milling about with balaclavas on with such flems as
hammers eic on themselves. WHY WEREN T THEY NICKED?

British Ol Issue 27. (Nazi skinhead fanzine)

Red Action was set up in 1981 by people expelled from the
Socialist Workers party for"squadism’- allegedly organising gangs
fo attack National Front members. It now has an estimated mem-
bership of 200-300, many of whom adopt the fashion of their far-

right rivals; skinhead haircuts, bomber jackets and big boots
The organisation s official position does not include active suppor
for terrorism; there 1s no evidence that its leadership has any sys-

lematic recruitment policy for lerrorist groups
Times, 28 March 1993
Jimmy Brown, a former INLA leader who broke away 10 set up arn-
val faction, claimed the INLA had used Red Action supporters
during the last year. in an unpublished interview, just belore he
was assassinated last August, he said Red Action members had
provided safe houses and logistical support for operational groups
Brown said Red Action supporters had aided the escape of the
INLA gang that murdered Michael Newman the army recruiting
sergeant shot in Derby last April

Sunday Times, 28 March 1993

Republican terronists infiltrated the House ol Commons posing as
German tourists, as they planned the murder of top Tory Airey
Neave. And a follow-up wave of political assassinations was

thwarted when MIS infiltrated left-wing groups being used by the

terror group, INLA

The explosives used 1o kill Neave were supplied by the PLO and

delivered to INLA at a secret meeting in Prague

The INLA went on to form links with a number of left-wing groups

in Britain, one of whom is named as Red Action
But a plan to use them 1o assist in a mainiand terror campaign
was abandoned whan INLA leamed that a number of their con-
tacts had been compromised by MI5 and Special Branch opera-
tives, “Former leader Jimmy Brown told me shortly before he was
killed that he distrusied Red Action. He said he believed they
were run by British Intelligence,” McDonald said last night
Review of “INLA Deadly Divisions” written by Northern

Ireland Henry McD and Jack

mumwmaum1m

“This book is the finest hislory, compiete with sharp detail, ever

written about any para-military organisation.” McDonald added.

Irish World .3 June 1994

“Why do you dress like that?"
Female SWP member to working-class RA members,
Isle of Dogs,26\5\94
“Huh,but you're never where the action is!”
ANL Organiser Chris Bambery to AFA leafleters at
ANL carnival 28/5/94.

Two weeks ago Michael Newland, the BNP s press officer, was
aftacked in his North London home by three men, and suffered a
broken hand and fractured ankies and knees. Three weeks ago,

Eddie Butler, the BNP s national elections officer, was slashed

across the lace. Two candidates and three party workers were

also attacked in Newham, East London and BNP candidate
Michael Davidson lost an eye
Mr Tyndall has admitied that some ol the attacks were camed oul
by Combat 18, but the BNP yesterday claimed they were probably
the work of a leftwing group called ANTI-FASCIST ACTION
The Guardian, May 5, 1984

The SWP is responsible for the creation of Red Action.
The Burniey-based BNP splinter group,
“The Anti-Marxist League™

Yes,he's in your shops now, the super delux bendy-wendy Red
Action Man. Only Red Action Man comes with two-tone teeth,
delachable chesi-wig and optional bad breath. Only Red Action
Man can save Britain's child muggers, rapists, bombers and baby-
killers.... So mums and dads, give the kiddies somathing they will
just love to squash, pound, kick and finally tear to shreds - a Red
Action Man dolly, or one ol his friends. On sale at mos! loyshops.
The Anti-Marxist League.

The huge sigh of relief at the failure of Derek Beackon to retain his
Isle of Dogs seal, as Searchlight predicted, was replaced by anx-
ety as the broader picture emerged....Beackon, given a mobile
phone by his masters, apparently kept phoning up Scotiand Yard
complaining he was being followed by members of Red Action,
Anti -Fascist Action and probably the combined staf! of Searchiight
and the Salvation Amy. The police found the subjects of his com-
plaint to be local Labour Party canvassers and told Beackon to
stop wasting police time.
Searchlight, June 1994

Over the CIiff!

N is very rare that the left say what
they mean and even rarer that they
mean what they say. This was clear-

along 10 hear what he had to say. ¥
you think you can deleal them
through rational argument you need
your head lesting ... The nazis have
lo be smashed with the Uimos( by
fally ... The difference between the
AML and SOS Racisme s physical
confrontation .. That is how the ANL
have kepl back the fascist acvance
for the last 17 years” (T7-'82 and
'92-'94 = 17 years?!) Chests swelled
with pride and faces set into looks of
grm delermination as the leader
addressed his followers. The leader
was not only a greal thinker, he was
aiso a man of action. This was what
we joined for, the ranks thought
Maybe he's pissed, we thought. But
he didn't look pissed so we decided
lo ask big Tony a couple of ques-
tions. “Tony, what does all that
mean in practice then? RA and AFA
wil be iyng lo do what you talked
about in the North West in the run
up lo the elections so what will the
attitude of the ANL/SWP be? Wil
you stil be condemning us, saying
that violence plays inlo the hands of
the fascisis?" And, “What is this
we ve haard about you wiiting lefiers
for joint work? If you are going fo do
all those things you talked about,
we're keen lo discuss a joint
approach * Aer the usual crawiing
from the party hacks Big Tony was

Don’t Give Up

In the mid - 1980's Prolessor Paul
Wilkinson became a trustee at the
Scotland based Research
Foundation for the Study of
Temonsm. He is sometimes refermed
10 as the ITN's resident expert on
lerronsm. His value to the broad-
caslers is that al the drop of a hat he
can pontificate at some length on
the immense significance of the lal-
est developments in IRA stralegy.
Naturally as this is a senous subject
his opinions are treated with great
reverence, and come of course only
at great expense. For instance

. towards the end of 93 he was hired

by the Amencan govemment as an
expert winess at $200 an hour! The
value to the client is that it is
assumed that the evidence is nol
only expert but is also independent;
a non-aligned unvamished state-
mant of fact. His analysis s present-
ed and accepled as if t were a vital
and unchallenged piece of forensic
evidence; litte short of being scientif-
ic fact. (Did someone mention Dr
Frank Skuse?) It would of course be
churlish 1o point out that 10 really be
an expert on teronsm, i might first
be necessary lo have been a lemor-
5. Well anyway he certainly knows
his stuff. On the 17th October for
instance the day after the police not
in Welling, he made a guest appear-
ance on Radio Four 1o offer his
@xpert lestament. Funnily enough he
never mentioned the role of the plod,
but Instead insisted that Red Action
had hijacked the march! We have it
on good authorty that Red Action
were indeed grateful for the unex-
pected plug, but nevertheless VOR
decided to do some investigating of
fts own, and we uncovered this ittle

gem.
The case in question is the Tral of
the LA 8. The Professor’s role & 1o
prove that the PFLP is a terrorist
organisation. The following is a
close-lo-the-mark paraphrase of his
last 15 minutes on the witness stand
Defense Lawyer David Cole: Mr
Wilkinson, there is a CIA document
blaming “Abu Lutl" for a 1976 inci-
dent in Istanbul, which you blame on
the PFLP. Who is Abu Lutl?
Wilkinson: Oh he's a leader of the
PFLP. Cole: Okay. And in the next
document the CIA blames * Farouk
Qaddoumi’ Who is Farouk

mam” the best way of
fighting back was shown by the
demonstration in Nofingham of 600
after the bookshop was atacked ...
getting large numbers onlo the
streets demorakises the BNP and
that's what counts. “The ANL
response to the BNP victory in
Miilwal really demoraksed the las-
csts. Everywhere they (o they see
stickers and poslers for the camwval -
it dives them maa’T Our hopes had
been dashed. It had just been

that he didn't actually mean it We
also had a good laugh at the
Workers Power leaflet dished out at
the meeting. Ther alempt lo cuddie
up 1o the SWP in Manchester result-
ed in an ultra-liberal leafiet at the
Ciift meeting which bleated: “We say
sell delence is no offence’. Do you
indeed - one of Trotsky's lesser
known slogans, that one! The leaflet
didn, unfortunately, specy for the
reader how many mes you had o
be hit before wolence was justified
and we will probably resist the
femptation fo find out

A Pay Rise - By Any
Means Necessary

It seerns that the phrase “By Any
Means Necessary” took on a
whole new meaning recently as a
meating of the leadership of the
Anti-Racist Alliance ended in
fisticufts. Evidently, Mark
Wadsworth, self-styled leader of
ARA and described at last year's
ARA Fest as “Britain’s answer 10
Maicolm X"1?71, was demanding
along with four of his fellow ful-ime
cronies that they should be permit-
ted to award themseives a wage
nse of £100 per month. Seemingly
after ‘red!” Ken Livingstone had

Your Day Job

Qaddoumi? Wilkinson: Let me
think... Yes, he's a leader of the
PLFP also. Cole: In lact, Mr
Wilkingon, isn't it true that Farouk
Qaddoumi is actually the foreign
minister of the PLO and a leader ol
Fatah? Wilkinson: Well, yes, now
that you remind me, he is a PLO
leader now.He USED 1o be in the
PFLP. Cole: And just when did he
leave the PFLP? Wilkinson: | don't
know exaclly, but some lime
between the Istanbul incident and
when he became foreign minister.
Cole: now please look al the
Newsweek article identifying Famuk
Quaddoumi as PLO foreign minister;
what is the date on that article?
Wilkinson: It's 1976, the day after
the Istanbul event. Cole: So what
you're telling us is in the 24 hours
after this incident, Quaddoumi left
the PFLP joined the Fatah, and
became the foreign minisier of the
PLO. And at exactly what time of
day did that occur? Wilkinson:
[Mumble] Cole: Now, Mr Wilkinson.
another CIA document blames a
pr ly unknown Lob

organsation for the Istanbul incident;
the CIA source is An-Nahar?
Wikingon: An-Nahar is what they
call Yasir Arafat. Cole: and finally,
Mr Willkinson, the CIA blames anoth-
er non-PFLP organisation, based on

MiS mouthpiece - Paul Wikinson

source named As-Saffir. Who s As-
Saffir? Wilkinson: I'm sorry, your
honour, | don't know who he is. |
don't know this parson. Cole: Mr
Wilkinson, isn't it true that An-Nahar
and As-Saffir are the two leading
daily newspapers in Beirul?

VOR'S advice to Prolessor
:u-:nn-npnqmq

A PAY RISE

BY ANY MEANS
NECESSARY

the audacity o actually
validity of this “rise” Wadsworth
answered him with a quick jab fo the
nose. After a bout of scuffling,
Wadsworth was finally d
and the meeting was abandoned
amid much and accusa-
lions. Now we would be telling
porides if we said that Red Action
takes no delight in taking the moral
high ground here but a couple of

muw

at Weling as undemmining the fight
against fascism what would his
views now be on what the lefties call
“violence and inimidation within the
Labour Moverent™? We only ask
because ARA nol only have
attempled to cover up the
incident but have even
re-glected Wadsworth as the head
of their organisation! While the

points must be answered. Given
Livingstone's comments on \‘hc
World in Action

demning those that fought the puh

WE ARE
RED ACTION

The collapse of Soviet communism has signalled the end of an era. Capitalism's
golden age was defined by the economic and political centainties of the Cold War,
has tumed 10 crises. As a discipline on the entire working class, mass unemployment
1 restored as a p ditwn. As . wpanded. many reforms such as
nabenalisation, wu-mmm.i‘#mmhmtd
sciety. As lism contracts, ch I and the retum to the principal of
privatisation in health. public transport. housing and education sustains the profits of
the wealthy directly at society s expense

In the short term, open conflict within and between classes is certain. Ultimately, the
chowce faced will be government without consent of social revolution.

Leninism, which decrees the interests of the working class are subordinale 1o the
will of one revolutionary party, is the decisive influence on the far left. An apologist
fuor the authy stale, it ad the bie that ship (ie munority rule) can
be progressive. This betrayal mocks the theary and practice of Marx and Engels and
any notion of independent working class instiative. The surrender of the political
high ground i the opponents of ital social change has paralysed the working class
inlernatwnally

Sectanan division on the left continues 10 be a comfon to & system which socialism
promised to replace. Factions. whose immaculaie programmes for party dictatorship |
result in the pursuit of goals exclusive o themselves, contribule nothing 1o the real
movement of the working class, except w help delay its political renaissance. In all
essentials reactionary, they are the socialists of the previous generation.

Anarchism. whch clams 10 be a libertanian alternative to Leninism, could never
work. Anarchism means the pincipled opposition 1o the exercise of any suthority.

Accordingly. even the most perfect democracy would be regarded by anarchism as
authoritanan as it means the imposition of a social decision by & majonty on a
minonty. The answer (o burvaucratic authority 1s democratic suthority, not the aboli-
tion of authonty

We must start afresh

In every country the working class possesses one striking advantage over the capital-
ists - numbers. However. numbers without unity and unity without organisation is
free of politcal advantage. The purpone of a revolutionary working class organisa

tion 15 10 raise the working class 10 the positon of the ruling class. To transfer politi

cal power from the mmnonty o the majonty

Unconditional demacracy 1s the sole political form through which the aspirations of
the majonity can then be exercised and made secure. A revolutionary organisation
must always and everywhere represent the interests of the movement as a whole. It
must be working class i mstinct, composition and onentation. It must be built in
democratic manner from the bottom up, rather than by decree from the top down.
Direct democratic control by working people over their own organtsations is the
nevessary preparation fur the future rule of working people over their own countnes.

Supportng membarship for a ysar is £5. Make cheque/p 0. out 1o Red Action
You will recetve & subscription 0 v paper, & reguiar newsietiar and nolifcation
of RA actvites. Subscriphion 1o the paper are stil available at £3 for § issues






