of the Workers States.

the fascist

insufficient.

‘EDITOR}AL

contras.

States.

Soviet diplomacy is seeking

The Soviets are wamting a

‘greater role in the Middle East

and because Yankee imperialism
has failed to intimidate the whole
area and now |srael, which was
once .a firm Yankee  base,. is
greatly divided, it is impossible
to.contain the growing influence
The Sov=
iets are preparmg,developmg re=
lations with Israel and ailm to
play a great role in the Widdle
East through a conference in
which it is included.  This
policy is not sufficient and is not
underpinned by a great preparation
of the revolutionary forces in the
Middle East, but nonetheless the
pressure of the Workers States
augments  and undermines
position of imperialism. The in-
surrection of the Arabs against
repression of .the
Zionists is a great blow at im-
perialism - which, in the case of
Britain, is obliged.to show horror
in order to prepare better links
with the Arab bourgeoisie. The
Soviets have still to develop a
policy which gives the Arab
masses a perspective with Com~
munist cadres who have a pro~
gramme which transcends national
boundaries and see that the per—
spective of a Palestinian state is
The fact that the
Iran~lraq war continues is an
expression - of the lack of leader—
ships which correspond. to the
needs of the masses and thus
revolutionary forces are dispersed.

The recent Soviet offer to de—
velop better relations between
the Soviet Union and China re~
flects an objective necessity, but
this has to be accelerated by a
superior political intervention of
the Soviet leadership as the poli~
cies of the present Chinese lea~
dership do not correspond to the
necessities of the Chinese Wor~
kers State. Without question, the
most positive features of pere~
stroika, i.e. the massive purging
of Stalinist elements, will weigh

in China; but the political dis~
-cussion - on the experience of
,Stalinism;woulkd weigh ever more

against the Deng leadership which

-represent the Chinese variant of
- Stalinism.

b

the

THE INCREASING OPPOSITION
TO THE GOVERNMENT
REQUIRES AN ORGANISED
LABOUR LEFT

The result of the Gorbachev-Reagan meeting has not diminished
the intensity of the struggle between the two systems.
‘I have made it clear that whatever schemes are dreamed up to allay
the contra~Sandinista struggle they will continue to support the
The European bourgeoisie may prefer less hostility to
Nicaragua, but they will not deter the Yanks.
nistan, imperialist arms and money continue to pour in to aid the
counter~revolution; and in Angola etc.
North Korea, accusing it of complicity in the destruction of a South
Korean airlines has led to the US hreaking off relations with North
Korea, that is further mtensﬁymg points of conflict with the Workers

The Yanks

Similarly over Afgha-

~The phony charge against

to make the most of differences

within the imperialist alliance between European and Yankee capi-
talism, and also to appeal to sectors of capitalism who seek v
survive by gaining access to a market in the Workers States.

Although the Thatcher govern~
ment has been able to create un~
employment, destroy trade union
liberties, and impose a regime
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notorious for its brutal assertion

of the capitalist doctrines of pro~

fitability, it is rukning into more ~

and more difficulties.  The crisis

of the Health Service and the

Community Charge have aroused
considerable opposition within
the Conservative ranks them~
selves.  The rebellion of the

consultants, and now the nurses,
is an indication of the limited

social support for Conservative
policies. In this process, it is

‘typical that both Thatcher and

Kinnock criticise the militant
action of nurses. It is a classic
case of hew the Labour Parly
leadership identifies itself only
with the most passive criticisms
of the capitalist system. Over

most issues the bourgeois oppo~

sition to Thalcher is less ob~
sequious. Thus the attempts of
Thatcher to control the press and

“television on matters of state

security have stimulated far more
opposition from bourgeois sec~
tors - than from the ‘comatose
leaders of the Labour
Nonetheless, the apparatus is
uneasy. The criticisms of War-
burton of the GMWU and the pro~-
posed  Prescott ~ candidature
against Hattersley are examples
of the agitation even in  the
bureaucracy with the snoring of
the Labour Party leadership and
its campaign of ‘listening’ to the
population - rather -than actually
organising a popular resistance
to the policies of the government.
The apparatus of the Labour Party
and the unions is terrified of any
projection ~of a clear anti--~
capitalist policy, because they
would strengthen the left. The
abnormal passivity of the Labous
Party leadership is precisely
because only - major anti-
capitalist measures can solve the
present crisis.

The attitude of Benn towards
the progressive measures of
peresiroika in the Soviet Union is
of great importance. It shows that
a current exists in the Labour
Party, even if not expressed fully

Party. -

at this moment, which looks to
the Soviet Union as in some sense
a source of experience. This is
the first time that a sector of the
‘Labour left sees the Soviet Union
as separable from the Stalinist’s
falsification of history. A less
prejudiced view of the Workers
States is fundamental for “the
theoretical grounding of a viable
Labour Party left. The crisis of
the Liberals and the Social Demo-
crats however formally this may
be resolved, shows the profound
weakness of any new centrist
formation. The policies of con-
temporary capitalism demand not
an opposition of the mixed econo~

my etc. but a programme which
goes against the -marketficonce
eption; - a programme where the
human being is central and the
laws -of capitalist accumulation
are liguidated. It is a solution
which demands co~ordination with
the masses of Europe in a mass~

ive anti-capitalist united front

transcending national boundaries,
stiperior to the national cencep-
tions of capitalism. The latter
has no perspective save war and
the savage exploitation of Latin
America; Africa and  Asia.

The policies of Thatcher do
not represent 2 re—-animation of

capitalism but its descent info
chaos because it has no other
perspective.  The analogy s
often made with Victorianism, M
is a bad analogy. The leaders of
Victorian Britain were concerned
to modify the class siruggle on
the basis of an expanding imper
ial economy which allowed a sub~
stantial structuring of reformist
layers in the proletariat. Thatcher
does not have the possibilities of
such an . imperial ‘expansion.
They are faced with the competi=
tion of the Workers States and a

Continued page 4,

German wor

kers reject Krupps closure

THE VISIT OF STRAUSS TO MOSCOW AND THE

OF THE PROL

The visit of Franz Josef
Strauss to Moscow after. the great
noise .over negotiations on the
limitation of nuclear arms is a
profound sign of the accumulating
weakness of German imperialism.
It is true that Strauss seeks to
take advantage of the emphasis in
Soviet policy on. peaceful co-

ETARIAT IN THE RUHR.

leader so rightist and anti-
Communist — representative of
the sector most linked to nuclear
energy in Germany and to the
Yanks — it demonstrates the in—
ertia of capitalism. More than
Kohl, Strauss represents the most

INTERVENTION

After years of atiacking the
Soviets, Strauss is reporied to
have said that the West need not
fear any ‘offensive, agwressive
intentions’ from the Soviet Union.

Imperialism is seeking to make
use of the present policy of the

aggressive antn—Commumst sec— Soviets in order to survive a little

tor in German impérialism.

Continued on page 4

existence at all costs, but for a

e



In order to intervene in the pre=—
sent historic phase which capitalism
tries to control and crush through
war, it is necessary to link the
struggles against the bureaucracy
with the necessity of defending the
Workers States and creating a united
front of revolutionary movements
with the Communist and Socialist
parties and the struggles of the
countries of Asia, Wirica and Latin
America. ‘

The contradictions in which capi~

talism exists prevents it from em=-

ploying its forces when and how it
wants. 1t operates in an atmosphere
of internal differences and disputes,
having to confront at world level
the competition belween . capitalist
countries, besides that with  the
Workers States which show a social
superiority -which--is much more im~
portant than the economic superiority
which in some directions it po-
ssesses.

Trotsky formulated ‘a programme
for the struggle in the capitalist
countries which is still valid. He
proposed the sliding scale of wages
and of work and guaranteed employ~—
ment. In'the case of a factory-forceo

to' stop production and proposing
‘dismissal of workers, the interests of
the workers have to be placed before
the interests of the management.

~The state must expropriate the fac-
tory which then must function under
workers’ control. - This means work
-sharing, no reduction in wages, and
that the state takes over the factory
to develop production accerding to
the needs of the population and

exéhaﬁge. itis nécesSary besides to

guarantee equality to the women and

the youth. Trotsky formulated these

propositions in the perspective of Union

the war which the capitalist system
was preparing, but they still maintain
their validity..

Today it is no longer a question
of confronting the problem of Stalin~

The crisis in the relations
between the L.iberal Party and the
SDP has some importance .in
showing the inability within cap—
italism to develop a centre force
of any stability or perspective.
At the same time, there are forces
at the base of the Liberals that
seek a solution which does not
correspond with the objecrives of
capitalism.

it is true that the electoral
system has been arranged on the
basis of the oid collaboration be~
tween the Labour and Conserva—
tive parties to impede the exis—
tence of small parties that can
complicate capitalist government,
Thus, in Italy there is a system
which allows small parties to
weigh, part of the weakness of
Italian capitalism. Even so, the
failure of the Alliance to grow at
the expense of the Labour Party
in the last elections, and the fact
that the Labour  left' gained and
that ‘it proved impossible for the
Alliance to make much progress
against the Conservatives in an

3

THE LIVING THOUGHT OF TROTSKY

ism, but of combining the struggle
against bureaucracy with the struggle
against the capitalist system.
Stalinism has disappeared, overcome
by the progress of the world revo~
lution. The differences between the
Workers States are motivated by the
interests of the bureaucratic sectors,
The proletariat has not succeeded in
making itself felt as a class, since
it depends on the parties, trade
unions, and therefore also the in-
fluence which the workers’ aristo-
cracy exercise in the bureaucratic
apparatuses preventing the masses
drawing close to revolutionary
thought. In the Workers Svates, con-
ditions such as unemployment do not
exist, nor the starvation present in
capitalism. The Workers States ex-—
press their superiority -more at the
social level and in human relations
rather than in science and techno~
logy, and constitute the pole of
attraction for the masses of the world.
Trotsky had confidence in this when
he said - and it was one of his
most important political conclusions
-~ in ten years millions of revolu—
tionaries will know how to move
heaven and earth and the USSR will
not be alone.

This ‘was the essential task of
Trotsky, and for this reason he is
one of the teachers of history. With
these texts we render homage to him,
to Marx, to Engels, to Lenin, to the
Bolshevik masses and, besides, to
the struggles of the masses of the
world against the capitalist system,
for the development of Socialism,
and for the unconditional defence of

the 'workers sfates (Socialist coun~
tries). These, indeed, today represent

the necessary instrument of history
to carry forward the progress of hu~
manity as in its time the Soviet
did.

THE FUNCTION OF THE PROLE~
TARIAT AS A RULING CLASS.

In this way Trotsky transmitted to

us the dialectical model which allows_
one to understand the present his—

toric phase. He was not able to
furnish the formulas for the concrete
political relations and organisational
needs from his epoch, but the method
which he preposed is still valid - as
are the class relations and the class
logic of capitalism. The Workers
States do not yet havethe necessary
unity, do not yet form a united front
in the confrontation with the capita~
list system altnough, in reality, a
front already exists which has the
power to suppress the capitalist
system.

The method and the dialectical
analysis to interpret the process of
history are the legacy which Troisky
has left to the proletarian vanguard.
The existing political and organisa~
tional conditions are not those of the
period of Trotsky, but the class
struggles and relations are the same;
although the equilibrium and balance
of world forces has changed. Today
the relation of forces expressed in
the Workers States are superior,
fogether .~ with the revolutionary
States of the so~called Third World ~
and the proletariat of the great
countries  of the worid and the
Communist parties of France, ltaly,
and ‘in part of Jjapan, Spain and
Greece which constitute vital
centres for the progress of history.
Trotsky dedicated himself to the task
of organising and creating the in-
strument for the progress of humanity.
Like the teachers - Marx, Engels,
Lenin and the Bolshevik masses -
Trotsky dedicated himself to the
creation of an instrument which would
allow "the proletarian vanguard to
unite, to be centralised, and to ac~
guite the security and confidence in
the method of analysis to confront
the historic phase which would come,
a’s,really‘ has happened and is in
process today. This is the progress
of the Workers States, the advance of
the masses of the world and the
Communist parties, and the will wat
all ‘have achieved at a world level
to - destroy the capitalist system.

THE LIBERAL - SDP MERGER

In this phase, the people of lran
-~ without mass party and without
trade unions =~ have adopted as
security the decision to transform
the country socially. s will is de-
termined by the world relation of
forces, thanks to which they learn to
open themselves to the influence of
history. The integrating aspect of
the relation of forces is, above all,
the Soviet Union, the struggle of the
Workers States, of the countries of
Africa, Asia and Latin America
against the capitalist system, and
the struggle of the masses around
the great Communist parties and in
the trade unions of France, of ltaly
and, in part, of Spain.

The British, German and Japanese
proletariats with their struggles play
a fundamental role as natural ally,
if not at:the programmatic and organ—
sational level of the Workers States
in the anti-capilalist struggle.

In this respect the German prole-
tariar with the mobilisation of the
engineering workers has inflicted a
serious blow against capitalismand
has put in discussion thestructure
itself, affirming that progress must
come also for the workers, and not
only for capitalism.
placed in difficulty - the capitalist
system and has weakened its struggle
authority and its economic. and
social force. The same is valid for
the British proletariat, protagonist of
major struggles and of sharp con-—
flicts with the Labour leadership,
agent of British imperialism; and,

for that the Japanese have a Commu~

nist Party and strong Socialist Party
which confront capitalism and con-
tain its reactionary and counter—
revolutionary role, = These are the
bases of the world relation of
forces

“ The proletariat must learn to lead
society, but it lacks the experience
of history to do it. Capitalism ex~
panded and presented itself as the
riling class in society, performing
its function through the economy.
In this, it acquires its se curity and

It has thus

J. Posadas

11.1.79.

dominates, influences and attracts
the larger part of society to submit
to it. The proletariat does not have
this strength. It must learn to lead
society while fighting against the
capitalist system, without having
any permanent role in the leadership,
in the orienfation and the program-
ming of the economy. The prole~
tariat fulfils this apprenticeship
through the class struggie and the
defence of its vital demands, learn—
ing to refine the instruments which
allow it to develop the battles for
the progress of sociely; that is to
say, for its social transformation.

Trotsky wrote to give security
and confidence to the proletarian
vanguard, so that the Communist and
Socialist parties and the trade unions
would understand that Communism is
a necessity of the progress of history.
The development of technology, of
science and of the economy, with a
lesser intensity in art, needs a new
human relation because all these
expressions raise the intelligence of
the human being. The proletariat
will then find bases to fulfil its
historic. function in the sectors
which feel drawn towards intelligence
and art and culture, and then create
a ‘united front which “includes the
proletariat, inltellectuals, scientists
and petit bourgeoisie. ‘

Trotsky wrote with the knowledge
of not being able to survive and
having to leave an historic ex~
perience for humanity. This was not
a defence of himself, and in his
works, in *‘My Life’ and “The History
of the Russian Revolution’ he put in
-evidence that his argument was not
aimed at Stalin as much as his ideas;
that Stalin was not a perverse ex~
pression of the -struggle of the
Bolsheviks in Russia, of the Commu-
nist Party of the Soviet Union, but
the fruit of particular historical
conditions which neceforth cannot,
sny longer, be repeated.

“ Trotsky taught confidence in the
dialectical method and believed in
the re~birth of democracy ‘in" the

Soviet  Union.
. PART 3
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election of polarisation of forces, a very direct link with imperialism. js to contain’the forces that lean

is quite decisive. The basis of
the centre groupings are basically
the small business layers and
comfortably off layers of the petit
bourgeois professions. The top
layers are linked to imperialism
— as in the case of Steeie — and
hence their desire to retain
nuclear weapons and remain in
NATO. But these layers in the
massive decomposition of British
imperialism -in - general reflect
concernsirather like the Greens —
especially hostility towards the
militarism of the last stages of
imperialism.

The Social Democrats essen—
tiaily reflect — aithough not ex—
clusively —the right of the Labour
Party. Their leader,Owen, wasa
Foreign Secretary and wore the
badge of imperialist distinction.
The agony of the old imperialist
strand in the Labour Party was
made manifest in Owen, who tries
to combine elements of reformism
with market economy plus dedi—
cation to the nuclear arms, i.e.

&'

Printed by The Russell Press. Nottingham:

Such a position is part of the old
imperialist face of the Labour
Party which led to his minority
isolation. Such a fall is indica—
tive of the deep crisis of British
imperialism. The Labour Party
can no longer sustain such posi~
tions, which belong to the epoch
of Ramsay McDonald, Bevin, etc.

it is certain that sectors of the
Labour Party linked with imperi—
alism and local capitalist inter—
ests will continue to impede the
process, but the apparatus is un—
certain and unstable compared
with the past, and the left of the
Labour Party whatever the
crisis through which it must pass
- is going to re—animate and
weigh. The world process is its
basis and it .is precisely this
which. undermines Owen’s effort
to - remake the classical ‘social
democracy and its alliance with
imperialism.

The main concern of the sec—
tors of the apparatus of the Liber~
al and Social ‘Democratic parties

more to the left, Hence the row
over NATO. There, therightists
have placed allegiance to NATO
in the constitution. = This has
been strongly opposed. At the
same time, the apparatus has

toned down some quite radical

aspects of the original preamble
with its countenancing of a more
egalitarian society and. the need
for social justice -~ naturally,
expressed in reformist terms.
Nonetheless, this shows layers
of the petit bourgeoisie against
the functioning of the capitalist
system, ‘

It is possible for the Labour
jeft to influence these sectors
powerfully, because to reject
NATO is to reject capitalism in
its most concentrated form: the
military defence of private pro—
perty. Many of the anti—capitalist
sectors who vote Liberal or who
hope to make Liberal policy much
more radical have been alienated

from the Labour Party by the
bureaucratic apparatus and the
absence of any discussion. On
the other hand, as happened at a
Liberal Conference before the
elections, Steele openly derided a
majority vote against nuclear
policy and said he would ignore
it; so much for ‘democracy’! if
the Labour left develops a more
homogeneous position, with clear
perspectives on the role of the
Workers States and a policy which
relates to the demands of social
transformations based on the most
militant and most oppressed sec—
tors of the population, it would
be possible to develop a united
front of the population from below
and circumvent the bureaucrats
in the Liberal and Labour parties
who block revolutionary progress.

Socially, the
regime is a pack of cards whose
‘strength’ depends on the weak—
ness. of the “opposition -




Trotsky at the end of his life
analysed that with a change in the
world conditions which had-given
rise to ‘the degeneration of the
Workers State — that Is, the over—
coming of ‘the isolation of the
first Workers State with the aug—
mentation of the world revolution—
ary process - then the conditions
would -be laid for a process of
regeneration, This was elaborated
by Je. Posadas in many texts, and
provided the keystone for under~
standing the Workers State in this
stage. As a resylt of the triumph
of the Workers States over world
imperialism, represented by the
nazis, the foundations of the Wor—
kers States were assured.The new
conditions of the process meant

that the bureaucracy under Khrus-

chev had to re-—adjust itself to
new circumstances and even de—
nounce Stalin, although in‘no way
encouraging a discussion on the
origins of the perversion of the
Workers State.

THE BUREAUCRACY ON . THE
DEFENSIVE IN FRONT OF THE
WORKERS STATE.

More and more, the balance of
world relations favoured the Wor—
kers State and this meantnatural=
ly not only against imperialism
but also against the bureaucracy.
The power of the Workers State
begins to impose strains on the
existing united front of the bureau
-cracy and the latter, in a condi-
tion of the decline of the justifi—
cation for its existence, has to
respond to the situation. This is
quite compiex, On the one hand,
there is the objective need more
and more to terminate with the
worst obstaclas to the expansion
of the economy; that is, the need
to - abandon purely quantitative
advance -in.favour of quality of
production, with a superior use of

PARTIAL REGENERATION AND “PERESTROIKA™

‘technology and a more rational
accounting of resources., At the
same. time, the accumulation of
wealth In the hands of a sizeable
minority has meant that changes
take place in an ambience in
which a whole layer has deve—
loped on the basis of the Workers
State without any proletarian con—
trol, but closely linked to the top
layers of the Party, the scientitic
intelligentsia and cultural circles.
As Stalinism has deformed Mar—
Xism, these people are also quite
outside Marxism. This layer has
interests which, as Posadas ang~
lysed over Sakharov, do not corre~
spond to those of the Workers
State and desire to escape it,s
Thus they have flourished and
developed-a corporate mentality,
alien to the world revolutionary
process, at the same time that the
conditions for burgaucratic castes
are declining. Hence the peculiar
conditions of this Perestroika,
which, at one and the same time,
show the mterests of a caste and
on the other the declining powers
of the bureaucracy, its Inabllity
to cope'wlth the masses and the
character of the Workers State .in

the old way. Thus the policies of
Gorbachev - are.-at one and . the
same. time -orlented towards ex-—
posing abuses and at the same
time to contain the expansion of
the Workers State internally and
externally. Democracy, democ—
racy,. democracy but - with
limitations. -This is a measure of
the declining powers of the ruling
caste,

The Workers State, In: its ad=-
vance, inevitably clashes. with
the lack of accountability of the
‘bureaucracy In. the economy and
the administrations . In _his time
Trotsky devoted space. trying .to
work out the extent of themeans
by which the bureaucrdacy could

acquire its pfivileges and arrange
prices so that a realistic accoun—
ting of the economy was hard to
come by. Thus the emphasis In
the Qorbachev programme of pre—
‘cise accounting is well justified,
It is a means by whick the top
bureauckracy hopes to winkle out
the Stalinist functionaries in the
Party and the economy, who dev—
eloped a vast network of over
lapping forms of corruption often
on a Matia scale to secure their
cut from the revenues of the Wor—
kers State. Needless to say, such
people are a conservative biock
to progress and are only interes=—
ted in the lifestyle of peaceful
co-egxistence - with Imperialism
and blocking the creative capa=
city of the masses.

Thus the - top bareaucracy‘,
under the pressures of the struc—
ture of the Workers State, has to
come out with the affirmation that
the Workers State should see who
is earning what and why. The
admission that there is consider—
able social ditferentiation goes
against. the ‘theoretical’ concep=
tion that people are {iving in the
opening stages of advanced soci~
alism etc.; -nonetheless . when
there is .an emphasis on the need
for precise accounting, this can=—

not -help but be a gain -~ because
it leads to further questions: why
does there have to be great differ

—entiations In wages, and why
are there so many privileged
persons while others have much
more difticulty in living?

Now the justification for the
bureaucracy that-remains, i.e. the .
factory directors, the top Party
functionaries, the well-paid
technical layers and the .aristo—
carcy of Jabour, will -apparently
be thar they receive their emolu—
ments on'the basis of ‘their work?s

THE ASSASS!NATION OF PRESIDENT SANKARA -
(BURKINA FASQ).

The Posadist IV International
expresses all its sorrow and in—
dignation at the news of the death
of Comrade Sankara, president of
Burkina Faso. The circumstances
of the coup remain obscure
Lzecause certainly such an out—
come could only be in one way or
another a gain for French .im-—
imperiziistie

The origins of this bloody
event lie, however, in the parti—~
cularly difficult circumstances of
trying to make progress in such a
backward state as Burkino Faso ~
that is, backward economically.
Clearly, from the social point of
view, the masses of Burkina Faso
are emerging from social back—
wardness and feel all the conse—
quences of the world process; but
this does not alter the conditions
of great poverty, absence of in—
dustry and lack of technicians
to facilitate soclal progresss

There -is no tradition of Party
lite in Burkina Faso, and the
actions of the army cannot sub—
stitute for-thise As thefe is no
Party life with the masses the
tendency exists to settle matters
by groups and finally by force.

The Five Year Plan was ess~
entially very contradictory. . On
the one hand .it was financed by
imperialism; on - the other it pro—
jected plans of self=sufficiency.
Sankara did pay a visit to the
Soviet Union but not a great deal
seems to -have come from this..
The Soviets did not enter into the
problems. of -Burkina Faso, and
their conduct must also have been

-affected. by not desiring to con—

front French imperialism in this
part of the world. - Without doubt,
the limitations of the Five Year
Plan, the lack of a sufficient life
with the population, the lack of a
Party, and the reserved attitude

of the Workers ‘States contributed
to this debacle.

Imperiallsm will ‘try to’ ‘take
advantage of this crisls which
obiectlvely will continue because
the removal of Sankara has solved
none of the problems. On the
other hand, this experience must
be considered by the advancing
Communist cadres in the Workers
States.
trate Interminably on ‘trading with
capitélié‘rn ‘and--not’ considering
that countries ‘such -as Burkina
Faso are ' part of the problems ‘of
the Workers States and -cannot be
separated from the struggle for
worid Soclalism, from the progress
of the Soviet Union, Iitself

Is it correct to concen—}

In the present maturity of the
Workers State the mass of the
population who have sustained it
have seen its superiority over
capitalism develop on the basis
of the centralised economy. The
Soviet masses. have supported a
whole series of economic provi—
sions for states like Cuba, Nica—
ragua and Afghanistan, which are
vital props for the extension of
‘the world revolurion - why should
they also accept grear differenti—
ation at home? They will cer=
tainly support the liquidation of
the Stalinist functionaries. The
masses have given no support to
them! But these other privileged
layers, what is their justification?
The tactory directors etc. who are
they to collect large salaries
whilst others -have to confront
price rises? . In fact, if some
‘enterprises close down .is  that
not.a waste typical of capitalism?
Certainly, the Workers State . [s
transitional to Soclalism and
therefore bourgrois.norms in dis=—
tribution are justified historically
(but not on . the scale of bureay—
caatic privilege)s Now the strength
and maturity of the Workers State
and the world process lays the

basis ‘for a.reduction in: differ- -

entiation, an approach toa Com=
munist functioning,’ - Posadas
emphasised this new staté ‘the
world - is' ready for Communism’s

Having launched a programme of"
‘economic reforms’ without mass—

‘ive'discussion, Gorbachev  has
relied on the fact that the Soviet
masses will not support the army’
of parasites that are b’eing thrown
out -~ ‘and much is now being
made of the process of demo-—
cratisation.

FOR A COMMUNIST

‘ DE~-
CENTRALISATION, ‘

The new team and the new top

economists have made a massive

“alien to the bureaucracy.
“reality -is there much public dis—
“cussion,
" the ramifications of this are not =

attack on unearned -incomes and
the great faults of .the ‘command
economy’, but this latter also Is
not objective. Trotsky enumera~
ted in devastating detail the un~
bounded waste and - arbitrary
conduct of the early stages of the
planned economy and how. the
Stalinists plundered the Workers
State and how this led to mass—
ive waste; but, at the same time,
he pointed out the fantastic suc—
cess of the centralised economy
over anything that capitalism had
devised, This basic conclusion -
is as correct now as then. With:

that planning the Soviet Union
crushed the nazisy  found. the
means -to confront the gigantic
scientific resources and techno-

.. logy ot world :imperialism, and
at this very moment Is showing.its =~

superiority to Yankee imperialism-

n outer space ~ which alsogives ® -

them military advantage .in the
war that is. comings > Thus the
‘command’:economy: ‘has’ to be
democratised and- decentralised,
and with the total participation of
the masses, not in"atomised fac~ "
tory units but across ' the whole
state, - in.. regions and local

assemblies, with a communication”

with the centre = not weaken+
ing ‘but ‘strengthening ~central
planning on the basis of-a genuine
democracy. ‘With a real proletar—
Jdan - democracy, both centre and.
base ‘are- ‘a' dialectical unlty.

When the bureaycracy has 'to
speak of democratic’ reforms' this
is a sign of very great crisis,
because democracy .Is: ‘fotally
Nor:in

Yelsin fallsy but all

discussed; the former leader re—
tains'all the loyalty to his caste
and abjectly retiress Are politics

‘Continued on page 4

ELECTIONS IN SOUTH KOREA

The elections in South Korea
have given no solution to the
problems of the country, but they
have dealt a blow at the capitalist
regime in so far as the military

| dictatorship has been forced: out

despite the fact that the new head
of government is part of the .old
criminal military team,

Thé ‘election\s were - without

doubt . permeated with violence -

and fraud from the ruling cliques,

but the different .interests in the -

elections prevented a united front
opposition to the regime. No can-
didate represented the interests
of the worker and peasant masses
as an independent force,

" General Roh, the winning can—

'didate, represents the big busi—

ness circles linked to lmpenahsm.

{He was responsuble for the bloody

suppressum of the Kwangju up—
nsmg in 1980. Kim. dae Jung had

support- among the masses and

bourgeois“base. Both candidates
may be regarded as bourgeois
candidates based on particular

regional areas of support. This
brings -out the weakness of the
local bourgeoisie of Korea. No
candidate went seriously beyond:
acceptance of the capitalist stru—
cture of society. This found ex~—
pression in the inevitable absence
of -a - positive view of the North.
Korean Workers State.

The latter carries weight in
the South but is limited by the
present leadership which-does not
‘present an' imaginative ‘view of

.Socialism and does. not present

the re—unification of Korea on the

basis of a unified Workers State, -
. The . attempt by the  Southern

regime to implicate the North in
a. recent incident. involving the
destruction of a plane is part of
the effort to contain the influence.

of the Korean Workers State.

one of his proposals was to can—

cel the farmmg debt. Kim Young

Sam had a more conservatwe "
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to be discussed on a democratic
basis? s there a right of tef

dency on the basis of the accep=—
tance of ‘the Workers State? The

‘Breznevites’ came under serious’

criticisms for - their stagnation,
but-was there ever 'a public dis—
cussion on this issue? (Brezmnev
had -in ‘fact begun:a wholesale

purge of functionaries ‘in the Party compseting with otherss

trade unions etc.) " They were
thrown out, ‘and “that was. that.
And,-in the’latest report of Gor
bachev, = Khrishchev
praise — the man who capitulated
over Cuba. :Under Breznev, the
Soviets entered Afghanistan = a
major blow-at world imperialisms
The leadership complains of re=
sistance to ‘change’ from sectors

of the bureaucracy ~ but to coun-=

ter the .old Stalinist functionaries
it is necessary to -appeal to the

masses. -On the other hand, with:

the . economic  ‘‘reforms®;: the

population: naturally « have their:

reservations.

Thus . we see an unusual come

bination of factors: purging. the:

parasites, and .accelerating: facw
tory - autonomy, accompanied by
large~scale ' decilarations -on . the

need - for ‘Socialist democracy*s -

All this shows a: bureaucracy on
the defensive seeking to maintain

its  caste. but faced now. with

contradictions which surpass. its.

abllity to.control thems: There is
no question that the Soviet. mass~
es,
hitherto protected Stalinist func=
tionaries in the factories and the

Party, are going -to breathe more

freely, and the nature of the eco=—

nomic .reforms allied. to extensivg:
use of .terms such-as Socialist:
democracy is going to provoke
much . thought . and - criticisms;

such.as why do prices have.to.
rise if everything Is so democras

‘tics . Bul the Soviet. proletariat
has a long experiences There are

no signs of universal jubilisation,

only a measured and reserved

response from the soviet masses;

is@e - we have no time for the

‘Stalinists®, but what about this

other lot?

Genuine Soviet democracy
means right ‘of political tendency,

zmmediate revocabi!ity of man~
Jates, and a conirol of the wages

of: tunctionaries 1o be no ‘moré
than the average -wage., ' Demo=
cracy to implement the economic
reforms  is already pre-~judging
the form of  democracy. = .The
masses are to participate on: this:
basis; ise. independent factories,
self=financing, etcs, with even
the means of production becoming
commodities In wholesale trade.

The type of. ‘democfacy' pro-
posed by Gorbachev is somewhat
like a ‘checks and balances’

receives  Soviers

‘concretise the issues raised,

.seeing. the turn. against. the:

-World*,

changing 11s spots.

constitution, l.€. @ dose of ‘pful-
ralism®s  Thus central planning
reserves a role of general over—

‘seer to ‘see that ‘priorities are

observed®, no’doubt seeing that

“the economy Is not'caught *over

heating® etfc. ~ Then we ‘have

elections of directors in the in=-"

dividual atomised tactories, each
Then an
aristocracy of labour pperates ‘in
‘democratic competition® ‘with
the ‘factory management.  The
come” in to “‘correct
abudes’y as also does the Party
now more independent-of economic
administrations We are not sug~
gesting that the proletariat cannot
make use of-this situation. ‘It can

‘because an-alling bureaucracy'is

a weak one. When the leadership
distingiishes between bourgeois
and “Socialist’ democracy, this
shows ‘the need for a debate to
The
its

top- ' ‘bureaucracy justifies

* "policies of attempted peaceful
co~pgxistenar by saying ‘we need -’

time to change the Soviet Union.”

The ‘new thinking®of the Sov~

“{etleadership, as in the realms of

foreign:policy, Is not new at all;
but ithe crisis of growth- of the
Workers “State is ‘more profound
than'in 1965 and the bureaucracy
has to cope with even more pro-
found. contradictions.: The pres—

surefrom-the Workers State de-—

cmands that the Stalinist layers
in the lower -and middle bureay=
cracy ...are. thrown .out. because.
their living off the Workers State
prevents. the transformation of the

wproduction process from.an em-—

phasis. on .quantity 1o quality.

-On the other hand, the technical

Jayers have deveioped over the
years and want to enjoy the Wor~—
kers State, blow their savings and
free themselves from tutelage to
the aims of the Workers States
Moreover, the workers® aristo=
cracy also wants benefits — so to
them is given powers in the facm-
tory to compete with the manag\gm
ment for their cut. At the same
time, the Soviet proletariat is
maturing and seeks for a path
clear from the incubus of all the
functionaries and conservative

“layers, whoever they are.

“In “his statement on ‘The
October Revolution and Today 8
Gorbachev speculates oh
the poss:bilmes of imperlalzsm
Surely they
may be able to do without a mili=
tarised economy? At the same

time, because of the weight of the

Workers State ‘and the objective
weight of the Communist move=
ment throughout the world, he Is
obliged to refer to the Communist
International’ — and we agree
people ought. to know: about ‘its:

historyy both the successes under

.of the bureaucracy..is hostile to

-.and equality ‘instead of expiolta~

Lenin and Trotsky and the dism
asters organised by Stalin in
China and Germany In particular.

However, -for the Gorbachev
grouping all Communist parties
are now ‘completely and Irre—
versibly independent’ (doubtless
analagous to independent . fac—
tories in the.Soviet Union!) Thus
the. lack of .comprehension and
the self-interest of .the top layer

an organised.  world leadership
based on the Workers State to
help finish. otft world capitalisme
This conclusion .is the exact
opposite of what is. necessary.
It is. necessary to expect other
layers-in the Soviet Union to draw
more - objective conclusionss A
new - Communist International Is
an objective necessity, not only
for the Soviet Union, but. for the
world Communist movement and
humanity in-its struggle to dig=—
pose. of world imperialism.

Gorbachev - concliudes ' his
speech with emphasis on ‘Collec
tivism instead of egoism, freedom

tion - and- oppression, genuine
power of the people instead of the
tyrany of ‘the few', and we are'in
accord with these sentiments -
which are the sentiments of the

Workers State; but: they will not}

be -obtained by .believing that.
imperialism. can be changed, that
Stalin’s .. original _course. . was
correct, that competition between
‘autonomous’ factories is a ‘good
thing, and that the Communist
International is not necessarys
History will not -accept these
propositions; that is, the revolu=
tionary “world process ‘and its
driving force the Workers State.
led by the Soviet Union.

When Gorbachev in ‘New York
came out-of his car' to shake
hands with the crowd, the masses
see nof the limitations of the
leadership but the superiority of
the Workers State, and that

From page 1

ltonger. - But underlying ail this

s the great weakness of German
‘capitalism,

Economically, German capita—
tism is still relatively prosperous.
It has not experienced the ravages

“of the  Thatcherite  experience,

Even so, it is quite clear afler

'the. Stock  Exchange crash that
the weakening of the capitalist

economy will affect Germany.

Strauss  hopes to use relations

with the Workers State to - give

- some authority to the system in
front of their electoral support in

the petit bourgeoisie. Even so,

- this weakening of the consistent

hostility to the Workers State is

not the best conditions for the
preparations for the war against
the Workers States.
perialism seeks to utilise the
‘erisis of the bureaucracy in the
Workers States to help its own
survival,
visit of Honecker.
elections in West Germany Kohl
was returned, but lost hundreds of

superiorlkfy decides everything.

The amount of discussion that
is developing in the Workers State
surpasses the bureaucracy and
allows the development ol a
Posadist current which in one
way or another 's maturing. Hence
the previous ~attacks on the
bureaucracy on Posadism and the
crisis over Ogdrkove The need
for a cleansing obliges the lea—
dership to speak of soclalistdem—
‘ocracy, but for this to work the
masses will have to intervene to
give the slogan a genuine content
and the Party sectors most sen—
sitive to this must intervene to
help this.

From page 1 EDITORIAL

resistance

German im—

as with the: proposed
In the last

thousands of votes, and in furious
altercation with Strauss — after a
campaign preceded by much anti~—
Soviet propaganda and the onset
of racialism as well!

The German proletariat made a
spectacular intervention at Rhein~
hausen  to prevent the closing
down of the Krupps works. A
veritable united front was made
with the steel workers, teachers
and other workers in the public
sectors, - completely - paraiysing
Duisberg and other towns. Earlier
the Viila Hugal, was stormed.

Radical slogans
that Krupps belonged {o the wor—
kers .were ~much in -evidence.
The Soviet bureaucracy ignores

‘the German proletariat, as it has
‘ignored the struggles of the Bri-
tish masses, as it seeks to sur-—- -
vive - in. -
imperialism.

negotiations witth

On the othei hand, the inter—

vention of the German proletariat
tends to stimulate the left of
the

German Social .Democracy.

THE
STALINIST
CONTINUES IN
UNION.

The enguiry -into the Kazakh—
stan Party has revealed a mass of
repression and robbery of ‘the
state on a massive scale. The
revolts in Alma Arta were the re—
sults of a regionalist resistance
{o the needs of the centralised
Workers State as a whole. A
mound of clientalism has come o
light, The Party contained: a
network of corruption through
interlocking groups. A thousand

. ‘police ofticials and one hundred

and eighty four judges have been
purged. ~ State farms were appar—
ently found harbouring and paying
for one and a half inillion head of
private livestock. More than ten
thousand people pleaded to eco~
nomic crimes and re—imbursed
the state to the tune of 41 million.
roubles. -

There is bound to be a massive
from the Stalinist
bureaucracy and the fall of Yelt—
sin has been connected with this.
But it is not clear what action
Yeltsin was proposing over im—
pelling Perestroika or how to
animate the population. Gorbachev

STRUGGLE

AGAINST

CORRUPTION

THE SOVIE T

has held the discussion over
Stalin at a certain point or fried
to do so, partly because the con-
frontation with the rest of the
Stalinists would demand a more
advanced dependence on ' the
population directly, and partly
because the upper echelons of the
bureaucracy ~would  also = Teel
threatened by such a discussion.

It is necsssary that the work
collectives are informed not only
with economic discussion but also
with political life, and that in the
face - of the economic reforms,
the Soviets, schools, universities,
factory committees and their
inter—linking in regional bodies
and with the trade unions, discuss
not enly the issues directly of the
economy but issues linked to the
international situation, discussion
over Burkina Faso, over Mozam—
bigue, Angola and the need to
discuss the way to establish a
real unification with the Chmese
workers state

From page 3

" Yankee imperialism is concer—
ned with damage limitation asin

world capitahst economy in a States and the Communist and

weakened condition.. The Empile Sgcwhst part;es still do 'not
is gone, and the whaole infra~ intervene with the necessary
structure is in decay. weight. It is necessary for the

left in the Labour Party to persxst

All the traditional approaches
of the reformist leaders have been
discredited, but such leadership
can continue for a period when a
prepared leadership is lacking,
and espec;any when the Workers

B o 2,

irrespective of the antics: of the

lations with the population and
onentatmg a d:scussxon around
the need for a pelicy of ‘social

in developing a discussion and

apparatus, developing better re~

transformations, so that all the
housing, transport, medical, eco~
logical and educational needs of
the population are satisfied. Out
of NATO! Closure of all nuclear
bases! - Workers control of fthe
prmclple industries and- banks!

23.1.88

the Philippines and as in Haiti.
As the leaderships of the Workers
States do not present a firm anti—
imperialist and anti—capitalist
orientation, imperialism takes ad—
vantage of the limitations in any
local situation, ‘even aiter the
collapse of a military dictatorship
to contain  further . popular
advance.,




Editorial

The Labour left must press
forward with the programme

of social transformations

OUT OF NATO!

Despite the efforts of Soviet diplomacy which placed imperi—
alism on the defensive because imperialism now has no means
to develop even pilomatic initiatives in practice. the recent
meeting of NATO shows that nothing has changed or can change

the nature of imperialism is war and all its strength is
dedicated to this end. The system has no creative capacity.
Everything is submitted totally for war internally and externally.
‘Thatcher at the meeting represented directly the interests of
Yankee imperialism. As Britain is under Yankee military occu~
pation this is quite logical. The top layers of British imperial—
ism are completely dependent on the Yanks, and substitute for
them according to the circumstances. The dispute with German
imperialism reflects the fears of the latter that their interests
will be completely overlooked in the process of the ‘modernising
of NATO weapons. As German imperialism lacks the full mili—
tary equivalent to its economic strength, it feels that it will be
.a mere disposable unit for the Yanks in the war that is coming.
Thus it resists, though it has to remain within the alliance

because it is obliged to continue with the other imperialist

powers against the Workers States.

The Soviet leadership has
committed itself to a policy of
conciliation with imperialism,
but this has limits particularly
if there is any question of
weakening the defences of the
Workers State. In order to de—
velop towards Socialism the
Workers State has to expand,
and particularly to associate
with the most exploited sec~
tions of the world. If this is
limited, it limits the capacity
of the Workers State by pro-—
longing the life of imperialism
and deprives it of allies in the
stages prior to the final en—
counter. Whatever the immedi~
ate consequences in Afghani~
stan, the fact of Soviet with—
drawal is not a correct policy.
What is the logic of it? Does
that solve the problems of the
security of the Workers State?
No.. It will not stop the murder
squads of South African fas—
cism attacking Mozambique or
Angola. The IMF gets its teeth
into Mozambique, and this is
no advantage for the Soviet
Union,

The Soviet leadership is
following in part a policy of
liquidating the most corrupt
Stalinist layers. The maturity
of the Workers State demands
this, and without doubt there
are difficulties the local
bureaucracy seeks to play the
regional card as in Armenia,
but the effects of the internal
purge are greatly limited by
the top bureaucracy itself,
because they seek to defend
themselves from the proletariat
in part and to impede the ex—
ternal expression of the pro—
cess - that is, a policy more
vigorous against capitalism
and imperialism. In practice
that is the way to terminate
with the infestations of corrupt
bureaucracy. But for the top

bureaucracy greater depend~
ence on the proletariat means
limits to its own bureaucratic
life. However, any serious
Limit to the power of the Wor—
kers State would provoke a
crisis in the leadership.
Imperialism itself distrusis the
course of what is happening in
the Soviet Union, and realises
that it can only gain a little
margin from all this.

WAR THE ONLY
FOR

SOLUTION
IMPERIALISM.

Within Britain imperialism
launches a barrage of propa—
ganda to make it appear that
the Thatcher regime is strong
and commanding. The bourge—
ois layer in the Labour Party
proceed to give credence to
this by the refusal to use even
the parliamentary organs to the
fuil, Parliament is the arena
that is ‘most confined for the
expression of the class strug—
gle, and it is here naturally
that the effects of electoral
cretinism are most notable.
Thus, Kinnock can join in the
fanfare of ‘disgust’ over Israeli
but is less forward in Britain
over the Irish question and
British atrocities in Northern
Ireland.

The left of the Labour Party
has obviously much to gain
from the present conjuncture of
events. The Ford dispute and
the struggles around the medi—
cal, educational and other
social services, and the tight
against the Community Tax
give the means for an organi~
sed Jeft to gain in influence
and the possibility to weigh
much more decisively in the
tight against capitalism. But
it is essential to develop a
life of publications in which
arguments can be developed
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that allow - discussion and
place the apparatus of the
Labour Party at the mercy of
ideas, because as they have
only the prejudices inculcated
by a lifetime of serving capi~
talism they have little to say
apart from investigating
‘subversives’, The weight
Benn gave recently to the need
to control the banks and the
central financial structures
is an indication of the possi~
bilities for the re-animation
of a Socialist programme and
policy. A process of re~
selection 'is taking place on
the left. - Some layers are so
smashed by the experience of
Thatcherism that they imagine
history has been thrown back.
As they tend to see just Bri—
tain and cannot relate it to the
world process, they feel over—
come, That has largely happ~
ened to the backward layers of
the Communist Party, whose
Stalinist origin has led to
various forms of capitulation.
But this is not the stage for
the sceptics, nor for those who
wish to ignore that the class

struggle is world wide, and the

proletariat is not represented
by this or that proletariat
locally, but by the Soviet Union
which represents - the - world
proletariat in the fight against
world imperialism. To be con~
fined to ‘British’ experiences
isto lose historic perspective,
in fact, that is what the Con~—
servatives and the Labour
Party and trade union bureau-
cracy wish — to keep the world
away from the process in Bri—
tain so that they can continue
to try to block a more exten—
sive political life.

THE PERSPECTIVE FOR
BRITAIN HAS TO BE AN

nazis ~ in comparison ‘Yankee’
imperialism and their British

ECONOMY FOR THE BENEF T Stooges are far less weighty.

OF THE POPULATION.

The capitalist government
is centralised around the
struggle against the advance of
the Workers States. The arms
bill' dominates the economy.
The regime is totally parasitic.
The emphasis on privatisation
is not a sign of the capacity of
capitalism to re—animate the
economy, but a sign that its
capital can only operate when
all the work has been done for
them, i.e. it expropriates
assets and investments already
achieved or the money goes
into speculation — somewhat
more dangerous now after the
fall in the stock markets. The
trade deficit is the expression
of the weakness of the econo—
my. Exports fall well below
imports, and whatever figures
the economists trot out to say
all is well, in tfact the economy
shares fully the world incapa—
city of capitalism to solve any
of the problems. So flourishing
is capitalism that it is con—
stantly creating unemployment
and pauperising the population,
charging: more and more for
health services, and smashing
into the poor, the aged and the
unemployed youth., So un—
certain is capitalism that it
lives in constant uproar over
the next trade figures, what is
happening on the stock ex—
change, and surely the Soviet
monster must dissolve! The
Soviet proletariat and the mas—
ses of the world fee! none of
the anxieties of imperialism,
The Soviet Union crushed the

The crisis of Britain and
“of world capitalism is of such
intensity and totality. that the
programme of the Workers State
is the only solution. Imperia—
lism has only one ability — to
kill people. South Africa,
Afghanistan, Nicaragua, the
Arab areas under Israeli occu~
pation are all examples of this
process — which, in reality, is
part of the final encounter be—
tween imperialism and the
Workers States. . Britain, as
part of this structure, is ail—
ready an authoritarian state,

whatever ‘occurs at West—
minster. The recent prepara—~
tion for ‘manoeuvres’ around
the Malvinas Islands is a
classic case of attempted im—
perialist terror against L.atm
America.

* The left in the Labour Party
and the unions have ample
space in which to project the
programme for a Workers State.
All the talk about more co—
operatives, more ‘Social ow —
neiship — rather than expropri—
ations under workers’ control,
with a plan to run the economy
for the sake of the population
and not for the owners and the
banks — is not a solution but a
reform which has no perspec—
tive in the present worid situ~—
ation. It is necessary to re —
animate the anti—nuclear arms
movement and campaign for
the closing of nuclear bases,
that part of the programme of
the L.abour Party mest inimical
to capitalism,

THE STALKER AFFAIR AND THE EROSION OF THE MYTH
OF BRITISH ‘DEMOCRACY’

The dubious manoeuvrings around
the Stalker affair bring to light the
structure of the Thatcher regime and
its seeking to impose ‘strong’
authoritarian functioning which is
the necessary corollary of its objec—
tives - preparation for war with the
Workers States and the smashing of

the resistance of the population ito
capitalist policies.

The continuation of the war in
Northern Ireland is aimed partly to
biock the progress of lreland and any
advance there to Socialism; but also
it is a fundamental prop for a regime

of repression in Britain itselfs It is
useful for capitalism in its present
predicament and inability to solve
any social problems to maintain a
regime of tension sanctioned by the
‘Prevention of Terrorism Act’, which
aflows mass arrests. At the same
Continued on page 2




The bureaucracy of the Workers
State emerged from the conditions
of backwardness and from the re~
lation of forces with capitalism.
Such effects could have been

THE LIVING THOUGHT OF TROTSKY J. Posadas.

This is the final part of the analysis by Cde Posadas of the role of Trotsky. For reasons of space, a
large extrart on the situation in China has not been included.

ment of the Soviet Union. Stalin

help the progress of history, as in

avoided with the development of then, apart from the immediate fact occurred, while that of Ger-

the Party and the role which the
working class could play, matur-
ing the capacity of leadership but
also with political education, with
the growth of the capacity of the
masses to understand and to move
on the plane of ideas, of the pro~
gramme, of the tactic,

“The working class does not
have the experience of the leader~
ship of society. This means to
assume the political leadership of
society against capitalism, to
smash it, to develop society and,
at the same time, to participate
in the economy. Not even the
parties which represent the wor=
king class have sufficient historic
experience, With this objective,
there is necessary a phase of
learning to which Trotsky contri~
buted with ideas and with the

~capacity - of .understanding ‘the
type of necessary preparation.

The lack of historic experience
of the proletariat in the leadership
of society constitutes.an enormous
obstacle, because it impedes its
objective -purity having weight,
This does not have objective in-

dividua! interests, but links its

struggle to: the interests of the
progress of humanity because it
has no other alternative, But this
is not a-question of an education,
of a calculation, or of the result
of a political education; but the
working class in going forward has
to make all society advance - it
‘must propose measures, of the
leadership and functioning of the
economy, which make society ad-
vance as a whole. This is the
historic function of the proletariat
as a class, which no other class
in history has bheen able to per-
form. Trotsky then awaited the
historic moments in which the
proletariat would be able to exer~
cise such a function. :

The bureaucracy of the Workers
States, above all in the first per—
iod of Stalin, formed part of
Stalinism. This was defeated in
history because it was no longer
necessary, but was an obstacle
and an impediment to the develop-

cause, disappeared because he
was no use. The bureaucracy of
the Workers States, in developing
in the cotrse of struggles through
a long period, sought to arrange
compromises and agreements with
the capitalist system, in this way
limiting the political action of the
Communist parties of the Workers
States. Trotsky, with his analy-

man imperialism would have made
history retreat as could be seen.
The triumph of the Soviet Union
gave an impulse to the progress of
the Socialist countries and to the
development of culture, science
and human relations.

Trotsky taught that the strug-
gle against the bureaucracy is not

sis, taught us to understand that an end in itself but an instrument

the bureaucracy is notl an ineluc~
table result of the structure of the
Workers State, but of a historical
phase characterised by a relation
of forces in which the proletariat
has less weight on the political
leadership of those who lead so-
ciety, and parties which are of
intellectual,  bureaucratic or
hourgeois origin.

Trotsky taught us to under—
stand that the more the Workers
State develops with the class
struggle of the masses and the
Communist parties, then the
bureaucracy loses bases, points
of support and alliance. The
struggle against the bureaucracy
as a consequence is not only led
by demanding Soviet democratic
rights, or the right to lead 2
struggle in the various scientific,
economic or political fields, but
stimulating the Workers State and
opposing it to the capitalist sys~
tem to create thus the conditions
which eliminate the bureaucracy.
The anti-bureaucratic struggle is
not conducted in isolation but
linking it to the struggle against
the capitalist system.

of the development of the Workers
State, and that it is necessary to
combine it with the battie for the
development of the Workers State
and with the impulse of the class
struggle on the world plane. The
ohjective of the struggle and the
life of Trotsky was the develop~
ment of the Workers State and of
Socialism, not that of imposing on

history his logic and his point of

ViEW.eeeneo

In this process Trotsky inter-
vened to make it understood that
one must not confound the leader~
ship with the structure created by
the progress of history. Examples
of this are the Chinese Workers
State and the policy of Stalin,
who allied with Hitler and objec~
tively was counter—revelutionary.

~The passion that Trotsky de-
voted to his writings was not done
with the objective of defending
himself, but to provide elements
to show that the delay signalled
by the world revolution following
1917 had isolated the Russian
Revolution and opened the condi—
tions for the pressure of the world
capitalist system, which was used

Trotsky indicated how to select by revisionist nationalist sectors

and combine this necessity of
history and how to operate choice
on the basis of political impor-
tance., In 1940, a few months
before being assassinated, he
defended unconditionally the entry
of Soviet troops into Poland and
Finland as a means to push for=
ward the boundaries of the Soviet

Union from German imperialism,
which was very close. The vic-
tory of the Soviet Union was im=
portant because it was able to

_present in the revolutionary pro~

cess, and then these grew in the
Bolshevik Party.

The fact that the Soviet Union
was. in the position to overcome
this phase and to conquer Hitler's
fascism and the capitalist system,
apart from stimulating a great
number of revolutions ~ as, for
example, the Chinese ~ showed
that the historic model of the
Soviet Union and of the Workers
States is necessary for the future

of humanity and Socialism.

The leading Chinese group, the
Cambodian and, in part, the
Romanians, express a bureaucrat-
ised and corrupted layer in the
construction of the leadership of
the Workers State arising from the
lack of the intervention of the
masses. They do not represent the
strength nor the future of the pro~
cess of Romania or of China.
They are transitory elements, as
was the power of Stalin; while
there is permanently the need for
Socialist development, of Soviet
democracy, of planning, of wor-
kers' control and of the interven-
tion of the masses in all the
aspects of the life of the country.

the process with the creation and
development of scientific thought
and of the experience to co=
ordinate these forces and to lead
the struggle for Socialism against
the capitalist system and against
the war which this is preparing.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF
TROTSKY TO THE PROCESS
OF HISTORY.

The greatest homage which
history can render to Trotsky is
that his foresight was vindicated
because it was historically nece~
ssary. Trotsky then, on the cen~
tenary of his birth, is next to
Marx, Engels and Lenin, among
the great thinkers and masters of
Marxiam with their contributions
to the progress of history. We
render homage to the Bolshevik
masses, to the Soviet Union, to

~the Socialist masses and to all

Hence Trotsky sustained the
unconditional defence of the Wor~
kers State as an instrument of the
progress of history.  Knowing
that he would be killed by Stalin,
he defended unconditionally the
Soviet Union. When he died he
did not utter.a single word against
the Workers State, but said simply
‘Stalin killed me; | believe in the

triumph of the IV International.
Go forward.,” He believed in the
function of the 1V international
which was not created to compete
with the Soviet Union but to fur-
nish an instrument which would
allow the development of the
scientific capacity to understand
the process, to intervene to help
the Soviet Union, and to sustain
the revolutionary struggle in the
world. At that time there did not
exist Communist leaderships and

parties that would adopt the pro-

gramme of the revolution.

Since
changed.
passion which Trotsky placed in

then, matters have

the Socialist countries, because
they are the instruments of pro~
gress of history. We have sought
to demonstrate that the necessary
task which Trotsky had to under-
take, knowing that he would be
kitled, was simply that of leaving
as documentation his writings
because it wouid be possibie to
orientate the proletarian vanguard
and the future Workers States.

The historical conditions, as

the policy and concrete tactic of

the period of Trotsky, have
changed; but the class nature of
the capitalist system has not
changed. It continues the same.
There have been changes on the
tactical and organisational plane,
but the objectives are the same:
to overthrow the capitalist system
and to develop the Workers States,

The objective of Trotsky was
to convince the world proletarian
vanguard, the intellectuals and the
world of culture and science of

That means that the the validity of Marxist method, of

dialectical materialism as an

other conditions, in creating an instrument for the progress of
instrument which today exists, is history; to make it uncerstood
re~taken in the present conditions that it is necessary to plan the

of the Posadist IV International

progress, the fruit of the economy,

to stimulate the partial regenera~ of science and of technology, to
tion of the Workers State to de— transform society and to estab-
velop the struggle of the Commu~ lish the development of human
nist and Socialist parties and of relations as the essential base

the
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trade wunions against the
capitalist system, to intervene in
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vent through the revelution with a
very saall comsunist parly which
had very little social support and
even less political life, The
Palish workers stale was imposed
after the second  world war with
the support of the Red Aray,z
part of the Polish army and
aftervards  with  the  Polish
revolutionaries, Poland  emerged
from the war having suffered an

2
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enormous death foll and where the

Jews had been siaughiered by the
nazis in hundreds of thousands,

In other tountries the nazis
were ligited by the sirength of
the revolulion, In Poland the
revolution was organised  relat-
ively quite lale on and had less
geight than in mosl other
countries Moreover Slalin was very
involved in the slaughter of the
Polish people He delayed the order

far the Red Arwy to cross the
Vistula to smash the nazis,

... The struggle of the young
Polish tommunisis against the
nazis was truly heroic,It was this
thal pushed the small Communist
party,small but very deternined
forvard,We should always remember
that  until  1333,the  Polish

communist part-y hed & Troiskyisi
leadership, ,,,,

{in  the ‘Shoot to Kill’ cases

timey despite the obvious holes in the
case of the prosecution over the
‘Birmingham Bombers®, the judiciary
calmly announces all is well and
Denning compliments the judiciary
on its independence.

The . brutality of -the struggle
against the IRA has been highlighted
The
killings occasioned = investigation,
but quite suddenly the investigator,
Stalker, was .removed once it was
seen that he was in earnest, and he

was - himself ~accused on other
charges. After a‘lengthy ‘investiga—
tion®, he was exonerated. The affair
sShows the contradictions 'in which
capitalism Is now involved as- a
result of this process in lIreland,
and how it leads to disputes within
the police apparatus itselt — all of

which tends to destroy the authority
of capitalisms

But it is necessary for the Labour
left to draw conclusions from these
issues. The remarks of Denning on
the Birmingham case, the attempt to
fgnore the investigations of the
‘Shoot to Kill® policy are.  not
aberrations in a ‘just’ system. They
arg the expressions of the essential
needs of the capitalist system at
this stage. They stem from the class

natire of the capitalist state and
bring out the impotence of the
parliamentary regime. They express
the real government of capitalism,
not the fiction of ‘democracy’s Capi~
talism makes great play with "human
rights® and then an Irish man is shot .
by the Security Forces in lreland
quite randomly, and another soldier
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THE LATEST TURN BY PAPANDREOU

(Extracts from the paper of the Greek Section)

The PASOK experience is an example of the inabiiity to confront capitalism, without seeking support

from the working class and its allies.

eamings,
Party apparatus.

Payments on Foreign Debt now are about a quarter of export
There has also been an increase in anti-strike legislation and the bureapcratisation of the

On the other hand, the General Strike actions against the government show the continued animation of

the population,

The speech of Papandreoy in
Salonica characterises
the Socialist government, as
especially in the economy, it
has remained within capitalist
confines and now returns to the
point of departure by conceding
the initiative officially to the
private property of capitalism.
From the moment that neither the
government nor the Communists
impetled the initiative of the
working class and  its  allies
based on the programme of the
development of the country and
of the masses, and stabilising
itself with anti-capitalist mea-—
sures, measures of social trans—
formation, then capitalism could
impose on the leading nucleus of
the government its own injtiative,

Anyway, capitalism could riot
impose totally its own policy
which it needs today to survive,
is@s Thatcherism -~ that is, de—
priving the masses of all theéir
advances as it is doing through
out the capitalist world. It is for
this reason that Papandreou, with
ease in front of capitalism, re—
jects and criticises this policy
and calls for measures to amelio=-
rate the condition of the masses
and makes appeals for a policy of
development for Greece,

The government of Pasok
originally came out correctly
before Greek and world capitalism
against a possible victory of the
bourgeois opposition adequately
adjusted to and seeking to apply
in Greece Thatcherism. Pasok
won, stimuylated by the maturing
and the intervention of the mas—
ses to confront the various prob—
lems and results in all aspects
products of the backwardness and
of the crisis of decomposition of
Greek capitalism, with the social
change and the rupture of the de-
pendency on the centres of im=
perialisms But the Socialist
government, even taking measures
to alleviate the consequences 6f

capitalism, did not touch the base
and cause which provoked them;
that is to say, the structure and
the tunctioning of the capitalist
systems On the contrary, even
with the initiatives which it has
taken as a government and state,
they have been given a ‘private
enterprise® character to function
on the basis of proftit,

Thus, as capitalism within its
final and total crisis cannot
tolerate new conquests by the
masses, the g‘ains‘ of the first
four years of the Socialist govern
ment provoked a worsening in the
capitalist economy and an acute
reaction onh its part on all fronts.
In the critical moment for the
economy to be able to continue
functioning, it was nhecessary to
stimulate even with problems of
backwardness social transforma—
tions; nationalisations and wor=
kers®' control, freedom from the
Common Market and of the other
imperialist centres, or the gains
were going to retreat, slowly or
rapidly. The lack of will, of pro—
gramme and preparation to impel
this led to the retreat of the bi=

ennial ‘programme of stability
of the capitalist economy ({(as
they called the austerity measures
of the lasr two yearsjessss The
fact that Papandreou announces
in this speech the end of the
programme of ‘stabilisation’ and
of austerity is the product partly
of his failure to provide an ime
portant injection even in the
backward capitalist economy; and
at the same time, of the pressure
of the masses and of his own base
and cadres, who see that there is
no remedy within the margins of
capitalism. It is not only
capitalism which has eliminated
the Five Year Plan of develop~
ment of the Socialist government,
but, as there was no organic anti~
capitalist support and a profound
link with the Workers States, this

has corrupted the leading layer of
the government and of the state

apparatus, and made it seek a
solution only within the capitalist
structure. It is for this reason
that Papandreou speaks clearly
for a turn towards private initiae
tive and nothing about a turn to

meet the needs of the popuiation.
The perspective with the lack

of preparation and intervention on

‘the part of the mass movement is

that capitalism is going to force
the government not to give even
these small concessions which it
has announced or to give them at
a very reduced level compared
with a severe form of austerity
and to deprive the masses of even
more gains. That is to say, a
new round of a similar policy on
the part of the Socialist govern—
ment is going to be much more
limited, and hence the link with
the masses will be more limited.

We are in agreement with the
direct programme of development
which the Greek Communist Party
has proposed to the left and the
trade union movement, But, in a
capitalist country and placed

‘creation of the proletariat,

right in the middle of the worid
imperialist division of labour,
it Is not possible to realise a
minimum within the margins of
capitalism and of the ECM, as
tends to. appear in the programme
of the KKP, if it is not combined
directly with anti~imperinlist and
anti-capitalist measures. It is
necessary to show clearly that
‘planning for the masses and the
country and not on the basis of
profit’ is the only possible soly—
tion In the course towards the
establishment of a Workers State
in Greece, and the Socialist
world division of labOUrssees

The Greek masses have not
only not retreated in their under—
standing and maturing, as was
expressed in the elections of
1981 when voting for the parties
of social change, but have eleva=—
ted it through their positive and
negative experigence in Greece and
under the influence of the world

convicted of murder in Northern
Irefand is released after a short
period of imprisonment. These are
not ‘abuses’, they are the reality
of capitalism which finds its ex—
pression through the state apparatus.

The logic of the British military
presence in Northern Ireland has
nothing to do with democracy or
protecting the Protestant minority,
- but it has everything to do with the
sinister class objectives of imperia—
lism - the perpetuation of the regime
of repression to justity repression
throughout the British Isles, Capi~
talism does not have the power to
organise mass fascist movements,
but it therefore operates through

augmenting bureauciatised coercion
to the maximum. This country already
has a police force with practically
a wmilitary capacity, and one of the
highest per capita rates of imprison—
ment in Europe,

Capitalism becomes hysterical
over any support for the IRA in the

Labour Party, because it means
taking an issue of principle and not
accepting capitalism at its own
view of itself. The treatment of
Northern lreland has nothing to do
with justice but the class objectives
of the British ruling class. It remains
a principle long .ago recognised by
Marx that the lrish question cannot
be separated ‘from the ‘British

anti-capitalist and Socialist
progress. ‘
question’s There is also no doubt

that the desperate ~and -cynical
attitydes of -the ruling cliques are
eroding all the mythology of ‘demo—
cracy’ and consensus’ and preparing
the way “for —a superior Marxist
understanding that the state appa—
ratus has to be smashed, that it will
not go by electoral fiat. It is - not
enough for the Labour left to demand

simply -the withdrawal of troops; it}

is necessary to- develop a common
programme_ of social transformations
uniting the popular forces of Britain
and Ireland against the ruling class

oppressors and the private p roperty
which determines their policy.

MYCENAE AND HUMAN INTELLIGENCE: J. POSADAS

Mycenae dates from two thousand
years before Christ, It shows that the
inteltigence of human history - was
not lost, not destroyed. It was dis—
persed and we are In process of re—
discovering ite These ruins, as for
example the tombs, have no particular
importance but they are the indica—
tions of a certain order which the
architects followed later in the con—
struction of houses.

Between the tombs of Agamemnon
and the Soviet Union there is an in—
destructable unity. It is the unity of
history which has utilised different
phases of history, different social
regimes of property, to elevate in-
telligence until history led to the
The
economy reached a certain level and
intelligence found the way to extend
ite  The swimmer found a calm sea in
which to swims,

The process of intelligence needs
a centre which makes communication
between knowledge and social rela—
tions. It is through social relations
and knowledge - that intelligence is
formed. gverything which answers to

the necessity of the objective de~

velopment of history is ‘intelligent,
that is, the basis of all intelligences.
The use of intelligence is determined
by the idea which is intelligence
concentrated in’ principles. The
Greeks partly did this. 1t Is Marx
who concentrated all human intellj—
‘gence which Communism is going to
concentrate in an-even more elevated
way, posing to history the need for
a fleap. e

Agamemnon was a warrior, but he
won because he combined intelli-
gence with niilitary ability. The:
Greeks still gave a mythological
slgnitficance to that, but Agamamnon
united military skill with the intellj=—

gence of human relations. Class
consciousness was not yet developed
-~ classes existed, but not yet the
sense of class. It is for that reason
that Agamemnon incorporated people
from the other side, and won them so
that they fought with him,

Primitive Socialism is not very
well known in our period, It was an
organisation - which contained an
emperor like the Incas, for example;
but also the farm of ancient property
- property was in the hands of the
emperory - who had to. provide the
means of subsistence for .everyone.
The usage of property was determined
by the chiefs The latter was also
elected by all, by the tribes, and he
had attributes -~ which represented
command and powers The primitive
Socialism of the incas was not Socia—
lism, but a collective form of property
and a collective “leadership of the
Chieftain elected . by the tribes.

it Is good to see people visiting
the ‘works of three thousand years
ago«. What an indication of the flower
—~ing of the intelligence. People
do'not go to see these things to re=
main at the level of that civilisation,

but say ‘If they did that in their
efJoch, why is it not possible. to do
as much today?’ It is a support to
the .intelligence, ‘
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YANKEE TROOPS OUT OF BRITAIN!
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for the progress of the economy,
of science, of technology, of
culture and of art.

Socialism is an indispensable

‘need of humanity expressed by

the working class as an instru~
ment and guide of history through
the Workers States and the Com~

munist and Socialist parties and-

trade unions. Trotsky dedicated
all his will to this consideration,
not to defend himself pessonally

from the attacks of Stalin, forto

sustain the purity of his inten—
tions and his struggle. His works
show this without the necessity of
for other examples. These set out
to organise the scientific thought
of the proletarian vanguard, of
the Communist movement, of the
Communist leaders, in the cer-

tainty that Socialism is a
necessity of history and that
the Soviet Union would re-

cover with the historic conditions
to be able to advance., He based
himself on the contradictions of

the capitalist system and, in this
sense, there is a phrase which
defines well the security of his
vision on the Socialist future of
humanity. ‘if the human being
has succeeded in passing from
the ape to the human being, how
can one doubt that he will go from
the Workers State to Socialism
in spite ‘of Stalin.’

He considered that it was a
logical necessity of history that

‘the development of the economy,

of science, and of culture and of
art, implied- a. development of

‘human relations that capitalism

was not in the position to develop
but, on the contrary, suffocated.

“Capitalism put chains on culture,

science, art and human relations;
while Socialism made it progress.
To advance, Socialism has indeed
need of science, culture and art -
which shows itself in the quali~
tative growth of human relations,
in the objective sense of develo~
ping thei r purity.

11th January 1979 J. POSADAS
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THE INSURRECTION OF THE PALESTINIANS

The persistent struggle against
the Israeli fascist repression-by the
Palestinians is not only & tribute to
the decision of the Arab population to
canfront the - Israeli occupation
forcxs but also represents the force
of the world revolutionary process
against capitalism and imperialism,
although. it lacks an_ organising
centre, Such a continuous struggle
against the nazi type brutality and
atrocious -killing -of young people
can only come from the fact that.the
people of these zones feel that they
are not along in their struggle, They
see that the masses of Nicaragua,
South Africa, Mozambique and Angola
do not concede to imperialism;-and
that they are supported by the Soviet
Union - although the leadership of
that prime Workers State-as.yet does
not have the will or capacity or
understanding to organise the anti=
imperialist forces and terminate with
peaceful co=-existence.

Moreover, they have seen that
despite massive lsraeli organised
killings in Lebanon and all- the im~
perialist intimidation of lran, im=
perialism has gotnowhere and has, in
effect, been defeated,

Imperialist-diplomacy is now faced
with the task of trying to strengthen
links ‘with the Arabian bourgeoisie
to seek to control the process and

- make - a deal with the Israelis,
Imperialism is not keen on aninde-
pendent Palestinian state, because
they feel it may still be a source of
revolutionary disquiet in the Middle
East. ~On the other hand, as Cde
Posadas has argued, the idea of an
autonomous Palestinian state could
easily turn it into a cipher for in-
fluence from the other surrounding
bourgeois states. A perspective for
the solution of the Palestinian issue
cannot be separated from social
transformations. The ultimate soly~
tion in the Middle East has to bea
federation of Socialist states; in.
which Israel has to be incorporated -

base, This is the final perspective,
but to reach it the Workers States,

led by the Soviet Union, have as a|

minimum. to . intervene .with direct
appeals for mobilisations throughout
the world, and particularly in the
Workers States.

The CPSU and the Soviet trade
unions should have mobilised support
throughout the Soviet Union and
appealed throughout the world for
support against handling Israeli trade
and organising support directly for
the anti-israeli struggle. 1t is clear
that within {srael there are many
elements who reject the imperialist
policies of the government. ~The
fact that British imperialism has
openly criticised the Israelis, with
Kinnock following suit, is a measure
of the fear of imperialism of the depth
of the process. For years israel has
been ‘basically beyond criticism.

When they intervened with full mili=

tary force to invade Lebanon, little
was said to restrain them. Now
protests are made, because imperia—
lism feels that the situation is very
dangerous and that the Palestinians
are not going to be intimidated further
and that the crisis could develop
- actually. convulsing the Israeli
state ~and further disintegrating it.
Imperialism also hopes that, with the
present redoubled policy of peaceful
co~existence, the Soviets will not
be tooc embarassing.. The concem
of imperialism is totally hypocritical
because, as with South Africa, they
could long ago have effected changes
in Israeli policy had they so desired
but now all that these ‘diplomats’
are doing is playing for time, Itis
appropriate that Kinnock participates
with characteristic eagerness in this
game,

As a minimum at this stage the
Soviets must demand the immediate
with drawal of Israeli troops from all
the occupied territories, including
the Golan Heights. If they wish to
resume ‘diplomatic relations with
Israel this must not be at the expsnes

‘ness of capitalism in Peru.

BANK NAT

The storming by the policé
in. October of three major Peryvian
banks who refused to-comply with

the law. on the nationalisation of

private credit, brought out the weak-
The
latter was unable to organise real
forces of mass opposition to the
nationalisations, In the elections
some time prior to this act, the
popular forces won overwhelmingly
against the forces of the oligarchy,
Thus the way is open in Peru, with
a convinced leadership, to go much
further against capitalism and im=
perialism.

The government of Garcia has

‘taken control of ten private banks -

and six financial organisations.
Under the legislation, at least fifty
one per cent of the shares in the
nationalised, and thirty per cent of
the shares in the recently created
regional banks, financial and in-
surance companies, will be owned by
the state and are designed to stop
the outflow of capital from the
country, The foreign debt is very
high, and this is an attempt to con—
tro! capital outflow. Although im~
perialist enterprises have not been
nationalised, foreign banks have
been forbidden to accept money de~
posits and to own shares in Peru’s
national companies,

These are important steps in the
re~animation of the process in Peru
since the fall of the Alverado gov-
emment placed an obstacle on the
greater development of the Peruvian
revolutionary state, The military
regime had stayed at a certain level,
contained the pressure of the masses

IONALISATION IN PERU

and thus allowed the forces of capi-
talism to re-group. Similarly, in the cost of production being high in com-
Garcia regime it is fundamental to petition with capitalism, statified
give priority to the participation of property can produce - because it is
the masses and to begin a process not profit which determines pro-
that will involve popular organs gyction.

playing a role to counter—balance
and influence the military and police
forces of the state apparatus. The
experience of Allende shows that,
ynless the population is made the
basis of the government and its
policy, sooner or later the class
enemy will re=group and try to im=—
pose its own solution. - The guerilla
movement ‘senderos  luminosos’,
without clear programme or policy,
is an ideal set up for giving more
powers to the military, Under the
guise of law and order, the oligarchic
elements opposed to the government
of Atan Garcia, manceuvre and exert
a. pressure against further reforms,
Thus, under the state of national
emercency, 35 of Peru's 180 pro-
vinces are now under direct control
of the armed forces.

veloped nothing. But, even with the

Bven if competition is favourable
to capitalism, statified production -
which is not destined for profit = is
beneficial because if the cost of
production is high, by eliminating

“profit it nevertheless competes with
capitalism and allows a fund re=
maining for accumulation, reinvest—
ment and ‘the continuation of
production.

At this juncture how far Garcia is

prepared to go beyond the banking
nationalisation, which in its imme~
diate objective is to defend Peru
being totally submitted to imperial—
ism, towards a programme of agrarian
reform, is not clear, The population
of Peru is overwheimingly peasant
and, whatever co~operative organis—
ations exist require a consistent
pre~occupation to raise the political
‘ and cultural level of the peasant
Referring to the element of Con~ ya55e5 5o enabling them to inter—

servatism in the last stages of the yene ang sustain any other advances
regime of Alvarado, Posadas wrote:
The

‘All the efforts made in Peru around in  ©cial transformations,

social property, industrial community, revolutionary nationalist  current
the different forms of property were a exist in the army, as seen in the
combination between the proletariat, previous regime of Alverado It s
and the state, where the management hecessary to develop a massive
continued being the boss, determin~ united front of workers, peasants,
ing the economy in accordance with petit bourgeoisie and left sectors in
the interest of the owner. All the the army, to fusther extend the pro-
rest who wanted to associate the C€SS in Pery and not leave it to the
workers with the forms of industrial efforts alone of Garcia and the
property so that the economy could sec}ors of the United Left organi~
develop showed only failure and de~ Sations.

ON THE ORIGINS OF THE POLISH WORKERS STATE

: Extracts: |

J. POSADAS

that is, with Israel as a Socialist of developing an alternative policy
state and liquidated as an imperialist for the Middle East.

We reprint some extracts from J. Posadas on Poland because the process
of perestroika there Is not the same as in the USSR, although there can be
similarities. The cleansing of perestroika is not pursued in Poland. ~
although the constitution of independent trade unions was a gain for the

; populations The continued submission to the IMF and the prutal price rises,
rejected by the masses, indicate the limitations of the functioning of the

J. POSADAS

THEATRE AND
SOCIALISM
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- Poland, together

the result

Polish Workers State and the absence of a firm Communist Party.

with Yugo-

slavia has a large nusber of private plots, Mov capitalise
antie ! yants  to mount an  offensive
revolutionary groups and agents against Lh; workers 5ta;tes gsix;g
i SHERYS. {hese small pieces of privale  fopmation of
This H :
party that case out of the waz; however are  not  against  the
8 I 1
ver " weakened Indeed, the vorkers - stateThey —want 10 igpose it also
! ) ! ronbinue  with  this  form  of

romeunist party went to power with
the support of the Soviet Union,
11 was with Soviet support that
they managed to expropriale the

land &nd o distribute it in the

forg of suall private plots, 1{ was
an error to do so hovever This was
of a weak comsunist
party,the impoverished conditions
in whith the workers state found
itself after the war, and the
imposition of 3ialin, Al the same
{ime there were all the efforis of
varld imperialise to impose ilself

_ through 5talin It vas the "allies”

who forced Stalin to redisiribute

the state owned land of Poland, in

properiy but  they have nothing
against  the workers siale, In
fact the pessanis have learned
that they can live under the
regine of the vorkers
state whereas,if they went back to
tapitalise,the land would e
returned to the same pecple and
far the sage fore of produciion as
existed in the semi~ feudal period
hefore the revolulion,

The  peasant deveiepﬁeﬂt in

This is
Paland iz the result of the
political and prograsnatic

yeakness of the Communist parly,

‘14 is also the result of the fact
that the Comsunist parly had been
subsitied to Slalin, In veality,it
vas Soviel iroops thai decided the

the Polish workers
state,but in this process,Stalin
inposed his own line He vanted to
on Yugoslavia and
China,but in this he failed, This
process in Poland came afler the
Tehran and Yalls agreemenis and
one of the clauses ageeed upon vas
precisely the return of the land
to private hands in Polandfs il
could not be handed back io the
lzndowners who had been defealed
together with the nazis to whos
they had been allied, it was
decided o divide the land and
distribule it {o the peasanis,

pari of the
backyardness of FPoland today. It

Continued on page 2




MANIFESTO OF THE
FIRST OF MAY

~ TO THE WORKERS STATES

~ TO THE WORLD COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST PARTIES
AND THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS

~ TO THE MASSES OF EUROPE NORTH AMERICA LATIN
AMERICA, AFRICA AND ASIA.

On this First of May the Posadist IV International salutes with joy
the masses of the world, and particularly the masses and the Com~
munist Party of the Soviet Union in the forefront of the struggle
against imperialism and capitalism. The process of changes in the
Soviet Union are tending to remove obscurities in the [ight that
illuminates the world and, despite the functioning of the bureaucracy,

it is the process of cleansing and re~thinking that decides the future
progress of the Workers States in confrontation with capitalism.
Although the process of the regeneration of the Soviet Union is not

without its complications, the search for the functioning of the first

seven years of the Workers States is most pronounced. The Workers
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strength of the American masses
against their oppressors.

FOR THE UNIFICATION OF THE

State has reached a level of maturity that allows an examination of WORKERS STATES.

 the past and the archives, and this leads to the understanding that
Stalinism was not a necessary stage of the Workers State but the

result of specific circumstances.

is being removed and the authority of the Workers State comes forth
pristine and pure, ready for the next steps in
The rehabilitation of Bukharin is part of this. Bukharin was of the

Communist right in his time, but 2 genuine Commuynist, and

his rehabilitation is a step towards the rehabilitation of Trotsky,
even if some sectors of the bureaucracy seek to use Bu kharia for
their own limited purposes. The demonstrations in Armenia are part

of the rectification of the Workers
regional resistance

THE PROCESS OF PARTIAL
REGENERATION STIMULATES
THE WORLD  PROCESS.

The advance of the world
“irevelution is constantly nourished
by the progress of the Workers
States even when their leader=
ships do not represent all the
force and programme of those
states. The upsurge of the South
African revolution and the in=~
ability of its fascist govermnment
to contain it; the failures of the
Aquino government or that in
Colombia, for example, to contain
the masses in spite of ever more
brutal and assassin efforts; the
mounting crises of all the reac~
tionary regimes in the Middle East
and in Europe, despite the ab~-
sence of the appropriate leader~
ships, are all due, in one way or
the other, not only to the resis-
tance of the masees themselves
but because they see the altema-
tive sysiem of the Workers States,
and that the Soviet Union in parti=
cular is able to rectify abuses
and advance, while capitalism
degenerates into a total mafia
that can only live day~to~day on
the basis 'of killings and more
killings.

We salute the masses of the

is part of the downfail of

‘Reagan regime has fallen into an

More -and more there is the
need for a unification of the
Workers States. - The -efforts to
improve relations with China and
the visit to Yugoslavia- by Gor-
bachev are part of the objective
necessity of the Workers States to
unite, and part of the objective
necessity to prepare for the final
encounter with imperialism. There
is no possibility of a peaceful
‘perestroika’ of capitalism. * On
the contrary, the only way forward
for the ruling classes of capi-
talism is one of war and the des-
truction of human beings and na-
ture  through - pollution and
ecological degeneration. The
systematic murder by the Zionists

The crime and filth of Stalinism

human progress.

State and the failure to develop 2
the Stalinists.

The crisis of the Yankee
The

lism.
ruling class is complete.

unsuspassed  political senility.
The presidential elections are, for
the centra! sectors of capitalism,
dedicated to the armaments if=

dustry, no source of authority.
They have no political personali=
ties. They have to make do with

in face of the rebellion of the
Palestinians is typical of capi~
talism at this stage.

mediocrities as power has to be
manipulated more and more out of
sight. It" is impossible for a
system that lives for the moment
and has no historic perspective
to produce far-sighted candidates.
Manipulatorsand wheeler dealers
are their sole resource. FEven
with all its means of influence
and material resources, capitalism
cannot stop the intervention of
a candidate like Jesse Jackson
who, however limited in relation
to the true weight of the North
American masses, - enters into
conflict with the policies of Yan-
kee imperialism. That interven~
tion alone.is an echo of the desire
of the masses in the United States
for a fundamental social change.
Without a Parly or consistent
political centre, the American
population has prevented the im-
perialist attack on Nicaragua and
much worse adventurism in other
parts of the world, The welcome

Although it is not the most im-
portant issue, the economic down

- United States whose attitude oflo Gorbachev. shows the great
rejection of the capitalist system, weight of the Soviet Union in the
frequently reflected in their ab- United States and the need for a
stention from elections, con- more powerful intervention by the
 stantly impedes Yankee imperia~ Workers States to use all \the

turn of capitalism in October 1987
is not the end of the crisis. The
whole capitalist world is in grow=-
ing economic crisis, and more is
to be expected = flowing from the
inability of capitalism to compete
with the Workers States. The
crisis’ is much more profound than
that coming from the ferocity of
competition for world markets in

the capitalist world economically.

It also comes from the perception

that capitalism as a system is

blockaded socially and politically.
It has nowhere to go. Although
some seclors hope lo save them=
selves with dreams of markets in
China and the Soviet Union, as a
system there are no new fields to
enter, to develop, except through
arms budgets. Capitalism is at
its most parasitic and at the low~
est ebb of its confidence.

The diplomatic initiatives of
the Soviet leadership, although
they have not altered the prepara~
tions of imperialism for war with
the constant development of wea-
pons to destroy human beings,
have nonetheless won authority

over the petit bourgeoisie who see
that the collectivised economy has
vo need for war, and thus cofi-
plicated the sinister designs of
imperialism. - Imperialism conti-
nues its provocations against
Angola, Mozambique, Nicaragua
and Afghanistan. It attempis to
intimidate by wholesale massacre
and as constantly fails.. The
build=-up to the tension in the
Peraisn Gulf finally collapsed,
partly because it was impossible
to ohtain 2 unity in the forces of
the counter—revolution of Yankee
and European imperialism, but
also because the masses and the
Workers States were not intimi=-
dated. -Taking advantage of the
fran=lrag “conflict, imperialism
will" make “other efforts to inter=-
vene.

in  this process the Soviet
Union is the centre of the most
progressive discussions to-impel
advances towards world Socialism
and to terminate with capitalism.
The discussions are 'still in-

COntihued on bage 2

GORBACHEVYV SEEKS CONTACT WITH THE POPULATION OF

YUGOSLAVIA-




It is necessary to say clearly

that the bureaucracy cannot trans-

form its historic function. 1t
plays no necessary role in the
economy and thus it cannot have
ideas on the future. If it had
ideas it would die. It cannot
commit suicide nor transform

itself, but as it remains in power

it has to develop its capacity of
understanding without transform-—
ing itself. That produces an in~
ternal crisis and upheaval. We
profit from these circumstances to
develop these revolutionary con~
ditions to the maximum. The
layers which incorporate them-
sefves into the bureaucracy try to
assume a new function and sup-
port themselves on the revolution~
ary activity of the world pro—
letariat. They thus open to other
currents which are going to con—
struct the conscious leadership
in the very process of the political
revolution.

This task is one. of the most

- difficult to grasp, but it is one of
~the keys of the progress.of civili~
sation and of the history of huma-~

nity. It is an advanced inter—

.mediary stage towards the trans-
formation of a stage of humanity.

- Qur contribution consists in under
~sgtanding the process of this

transformation, how to -intervene

and what are the levels and the

stages through which this process

_of the political revolution passes.
The regeneration. is one of the

stages of the political revolution,

~ This stage is among the most
important in the whole history of
humanity. This conclusion in-
cludes the confidenice in the future
of humanity, the assurance to
intervene to lead this process and
not to be taken over by it, shaken
by it or underestimating it. We
intervene. with small material
~forces but with the most compiete
theoretical and . organisational
capacity since Trotsky. There is
no one outside of us who have
this capacity. There exist im-
mense forces, as in the case of

From page 1

complete and frequently resolve
around the -revelations of the
crimes of Stalinism, but this will
be more and more combined with
the search for the Marxist method
and seeing the totality of Stalinism
which has had consequences not
ontly in the complete distortion of
Marxism internally  within the
Soviet Union, but with effects on
the whole orientation of the
foreign policy of the Soviet Union,
The visits of Gorbachev to Yugo~
slavia, and next to Latin America,
have to be seen as part of an ob=
jective search by the Workers
States for a ‘united front against
imperialism and the need to ex~
stend the Workers State into the

2

PARTIAL REGENERATION, THE HISTORIC ENCOUNTER AND

THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION IN THIS STAGE OF HISTORY

J. POSADAS 27.8.71

(Extracts from a much larger text)

China, but it is not China which

can resolve these problems. |t
has material resources which are
a base for the solution of these
problems, but it is not material
resources which decide. imperia~
lism has far greater material re~
sources than TChina. It sends
peopie to the moon, but it cannot
solve this problem. The Soviet
bureaucracy has also more materi~
al means than the Chinese, but it
cannot any more than they solve
these problems.

We intervene in this process
with the greatest passion, with the
greatest fraternity and with the
greatest Communist affection.
We do not seek an egoistic and
sectarian objective of the Party,
in relation to the 1V International,
but we intervene as a Party in a
process which requires the con—
centration and the centralisation
of the best of humanity. This is
not a.problem of the Party. The
problem .is that the parties must
intervene and utilise the science
of Marxism. Marxism requires the
concentration of -the best human
qualities, the utilisation of the
instruments  of which humanity
disposes for progress. The Soviet
Union is this instrument, It is the
most complete instrument and the
base of the political revolution.
It is the base, but not the exclu=-
sive axis. The impulses can come
from any revolution, but the de~
cisions are taken in Moscow,

The behaviour of the bureau-
cracy in general and in relation to
the world revolutionary vanguard
and to our movement is one of the
most difficult problems to under-
stand. But we do not enter into
this process in asking what is
going to happen. There -are, no
doubt, aspects which we are not
able as yet to define. . But we
have the fundamentals through
which this process is going to
pass. To understand these fun-
damental laws, it is necessary-to
understand the vital centres which

determine them. |In our case - layers within the heart of the We do not make a separation
the centre is the social nature of bureaucracy itself. These new between the internal and the ex—
the bureaucracy. layers do not rest on the same ternalpolicy of the Sovier bureau~
absolute power, passive and cracy. We measure in part ils
When one analyses the bureau~ conssrvative as the old bureau~ behaviour through the external
cracy, it is necessary to under- cracy. They have more confidence Policy, considering that the Soviet
stand that the latter acts as a and they have the sentiment of bureaucracy could be more auda~
function of interests correspond~ participating in the construction cious in external policy than in
ing to those of a social class of society. But they do not have ils internal policy. lr can only be
without being a class, because the their own ideas. more audacious in external policy
bureaucracy has no position, because it must confront capita-
structure or social relation which lism which is preparing war and is
would make it a class. Its func~ The bureaucracy has no future. trying to destroy it. This factor
tion in history is determined by That belongs to the Workers State did not exist in the epoch of
its function in the economy. Now 2and to Socialism. The new bureau Stalin. In that period capitalism,
the economy is defined by the —cratic layers have no longer any while seeking to destroy the
structure of the Workers State and culture because they are not bureaucracy, discussed with it
by social relations. The bureau~ capable of developing theoreti~ against the revolution. Today
cracy cannot transform itself, cally and politically the pro~ this is no longer poasible. Capi-
not because it is incapable of gramme of Socialism. It is neces— talism does not have a terrain of
acquiring a theoretical and poli~ sary then to await new internal conciliation with the Workers
tical capacity but because its Struggles. These struggles cannot. States. The cycle of agreements
function in society determines its take revolutionary forms. But is terminated. The bureaucracy
historic nature. It has neither they must necessarily occur has the decision to confrontcapi-
past, present nor future. Why? because a new factor intervenes! talism, but this is the better to
Because its function in history the revolution, which is an safeguard its interests internally
does not answer to any necessity. essential foundation of the pro~ in the Workers States. We say that
It has no justification to exist, cess in history. In these strug~ the external policy is a reflection
and that is why it has no past. gles the new layers of the bureau~ of the internal policy, but without
it has power, certainly, but it has cracy are not going to act being always the immediate con-
no present because it cannot exclusively as bureaucrats; they tinuation. There is sometimes a
structure revolutionary culture, already have a foot in the revolu~ contradiction between the one and
theory, programme and policy. tion. But these sectors are not the other. These contradictions
It is necessary to depart from going to be the ones which decide. existed equally in the time of
there to understand the bureau~ The decision will come from a Stalin. How are they resolved?
cracy. In this sense the book of combination between these new QOn occasion it is the external
Trotsky, ‘The Revolution Betray~ layers of the bureaucracy, which policy which determines the in—
ed’, is one of the most complete have been formed in contact with ternal policy, and at others the
and beautiful works made in the world revolution, and our~ reverse. But the contradiction
human history after ‘Capital'. selves, as with the other tenden— capnot exist in a lasting way.
, cies which are inevitably going to
The bureaucracy seeks to appear in China, Cuba and else~  The bureaucracy can make
justify its function in history as wnere. There will be a concen~ concessions to the revolution on
history has no heed of it; the tration of revolutionary tendencies the international plane - for
bureaucracy justifies itself by the of which we will be an indissol= ipstance, appealing for the taking
power of its apparatus. But, even uble part. But it is not necessary of power in ltaly —~ but without
in seeking everywhere, it cannot in any case to wait for the bureau that doing great prejudice to it.
find the revolutionary programme, ~cracy that it might even in the Byt it does not make great con-
theory or policy. The bureaucracy best conditions formulate a pro—= cessions on the internal plane;
is stupid, imbecile, conservative gramme and policy involving the that is to say, on the plane of
and passive. That is all the de~ conscious development of the goyiet democracy, of the indepen—
fects which are inherent in it. revolution. Al that will be done gence of the trade unions, on the
But, as it is the question of the in the middle of the struggle in functioning of the organs of
bureaucracy of a Workers State, the heart of the bureaucracy. We goyiet power. It is there that one
the development of the world consider as a formidable measure judges the progress of the politi-
revolution - like the economic, of the programme of the political ..y (eyolution in the Workers
social and political progress of revolution the relations which

the USSR ~ create new social evolve within the Soviet Union, Continued on page 4

world, The texts of Posadas
expand in authority in the Soviet
Union.

FOR THE WORLD UNITED
FRONT AGAINST IMPERIALISM
AND CAPITALISM.

We call upon all the Commu~
nist and Socialist movements and
the  revolutionary movements
throughout the world to discuss
the changes in the Soviet Union
and draw the conclusion to change
and elevate their policy towards
the  world unification against
capitalism and imperialism.

We call upon the Soviet leader~
ship, the CPSU and the Commu~
nist vanguard of the Soviet Union

Printed by The Russell Press. Nottingham:

of the Common Market, of the es, the masses of South Africa,
multi~nationals, and to give a forthe united front of all the ten~
perspective for a united Socialist dencies, of all the movements who
Burope, the conditions for which want the progress of humanity
develop more and more as the gagainst imperialism which pre-
capitalist organisation of produc~ pares war in a vain efforr to pre-
tion enters more and more into vent the advance to world Comii~
conflict with the needs of society. ynism.

The confrontation of big business

op the one hand and the prole= MANIFESTO
tariat and the poor petit bourge~ :
oisie on the other, is augmenting BRITISH SECTION OF THE
as much in Europe as in other 1V [INTERNATIONAL

parts of the worl_d.

to base themselves on all the
forces in the world which the
the USSR has generated and which
in turn have impeltied the progress
of the Workers State to develop
the world anti-imperialist, anti-
capitalist united front to unify ali
the Workers States with a common
economic, social, cultural and
mifitary planning, and to link up
with all the revolutionary process-
es of the world from Afghanistan
to Nicaragua and Burkina Faso
and all the revolutionary states of
Africa and Latin  America.

OF 1ST MAY

We call for a united front of the
Communist and Socialist parties
of the Europe which is still capi-
talist, together with the trade
unions, to oppose the functioning

We call for the increase in aid
and solidarity by the Workers
States and the progressive mass
organisations of the world, with
the revolution in Nicaragua, the
struggle of the Palestinian mass-




The struggle of the Palestinian
masses is of enormous social and
historic importance. It represents
in its force and decision an his~
toric confidence which comes from
a world process determined by the
powerful advance of the Workers
States where the process of
Partial Regeneration stimulates
all the progressive forces of the
world against imperialism and
capitalism.

Imperialism has nothing with
which to counter this advance of
humanity save war and repression,
and all its attempts to intimidate
the forces arrayed against it fail
and lead to further crises of de—
struction within its apparatuses.
The struggleé of the Palestinian
masses has extended over many
months in face of brutal and con—
tinuous massacre. The youth
have shown no fear, and -this in
particular has demoralised the
Israeli troops augmenting their
sentiment of being surrounded on
all sides by enemies, with no
possibility of military successs
Such has been the resistance of
the Palestinians that they have
gained support among the Israeli
populiation and provoked disorder
in the ruling circles in Israel and
in.the centres of Yankee imperia~
lisme The visit of Schultz has
been a total fiasco simply on the
basis that there is no possibility

of world imperialism adjusting the -

situation. They would like to
adjust it because otherwise they

appear to be both impotent and
conniving with Israeli assassins.
All that they can hope to achieve
is a series of truces. Imperialism
cannot afford concessions of any

* |t is true that lraqg began the
war and since then receives much
American aid and has adopted
policies of privatisation; none-—
theless the Teheran group has
also in the past continued the war
quite unncessarilly. The Workers
States seek to avoid giving im—
perialism advantage and to termi—
nate the war without giving a
‘triumph’ to  either side.

THE STRUGGLE OF THE PALESTINIAN MASSES AND THE
NEED FOR A SOCIALIST SOLUTION.

order to the Palestinians, because
that would undermine Israel as the
Yankee base in the Middle East;
but, at the same time, they have
no means of -impeding the perma-
nent disintegration - of Israel
precisely because they have no
means of settling the aspirations
of the Palestinian masses. Israel
has also developed large settler
interests who are preoccupied to
expropriate and settle land on the
West Bank and regard the Arab
population as an nferior race.

As all this process is occurring
in the shadow of the final ef=
counter between imperialism and
the Workers States, there is ne
time or possibility for a stage of
concessions.

The intervention of the Pales—
tinian masses has also occurred
in the middle of the continuous
aggravation of the lrag—iran war,
a war which has no sen‘sye because
its origin lies not in the interests
of the revolutionary masses of
these countries but in the interest
of rival cliques “who have no
capacity to develop these coun—
tries and are the detritus of his—
roty that have -been ailowed to
develop because of past failures
by the Workers States to develop
parties that corresponded to the
needs of these countries. - Thus
the largest ‘historical issues are
posed by ~all these = events.

In the uprising of.the Pales~—
tinian masses a most striking
feature has been the manner in
which the traditional leadership
of the masses ~ that is, the PLO
- has been entirely overtaken by
events., . Their programme for an
autonomous Palestinian state was

Extracts

present in the demonstrations but
in eftect it was by-passed
because -against the repression of

‘the Israeli state what is in ques—
tion is not some ‘national’
solution but a solution of social
transformations an end to
poverty, aneconomy which answers
to the needs of the population
and not to the needs of the land
grabbers and the interests of
private property. Cde Posadas
in his analysis of the slogan of
an autonomous Palestinian state
sald: ‘We are not against a Pales—
tintan state, but it .is necessary
to-explain what are its objectives?
If it is to make a ‘great fatherland’
that is. meaningless. Moreover,
the Palestinians would be given
the deserts as their land. But a
Palestinian state could be used
as a means to develop a centre
of unification of the struggle of
the Arab masses to seek unity
with the Israeli masses against
the cepitalist systemess’

eos’ The pro~Zionist Arab
bourgeoisie and Imperialism can—
not support a liberation movement
which leads to socjal transforma=—
tions. They cannot support ite
Cn - the other hand, no small
country can propose to pass, to
develop through a stage of bourge=
ois development. It is necessary
to_pose the necessity of federa—
‘tions and confederations.” The

‘programme for the solution to the
“struggle of the Palestinians is

‘fundamentally linked to the over—
throw of capitalism -in lsrael:
Israel is a capitalist state with a
class struggle -in which the pro—
‘letariat and the petit bourgeoisie
confront the interests of capi—
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talism. The recent case of the

Israeli scientist coridemned beg~

cause of his exposure of the
sinister nuclear preparations of
the Israeli ruling class shows
that there is a base for an ex—
tensive united front against
Israeli capitalism,
incorporate israeli workers, and
technical and intellectual sectors,
together with all the Arab masses;
and open the way for Socialist
transformations in which the
problems of the Palestinian mas—
ses would be solved on the basis
of a federation with the tsraeli
masses. ~

The - Arab bourgeoisie have

been totally paralysed by the up—~ .

rising. They are afraid of its
social implications, none more 80
than the Egyptian -bourgevisie
with their dependency on Yankee
imperialism. Egypt is a host to
social problems which have no
more possibility of solution within
the framework of capitatism than
the Palestinians. ‘Neither Hussein
of Jordan or Assad of ‘Syria,
although their social bases are
different, have anything but fear
of the Palestinian revolution:
hence the absence of any sub=—
stantial programme or policy from
thems The fall of Israel ‘is by
them tb be most devoutly avoided.

~The paradox in this situation
is “‘the 'position 'of the Soviet
Union which objectively is the
force with the other Workers States
which sustains the Arab revolu—
tion, whether in ‘the Mahgreb, or
Lybia etce Without the Soviet
Union none of the Palestinian
uprising would have been possible
but, at the level of political

which would

leadership, the Soviets move with
caution -~ in general seeking to
maintain relations with the Arab
leaderships as they are; which is
not wrong on the diplomatic plane
but they say little on the per—
spectives for social transforma-—
tions in the Middle East, It is true
that they have few direct centres
of support ‘in the Middle East,
such as powerful Communist par—
ties, - but now that there is an
enormous ' rectitication in the
Soviet Union, and reconsideration
of all the policies of Stalinism,
it must be posed more and more
forcily that perestroika -has to
find an equivalent in the realm of
external policy.

We appeal to the CPSU in
particular, but to all the Commu=~
nist and revolutionary world
movement, to discuss the implica—
tions of the Palestinian insurrec—
tion and initiate discussions on
the programme and policy in the
Middie East — which, as a final
perspective, has to develop to~—
wards a Socialist Federation of
these countries with the Pales~
tinian and Israell masses ‘in &
federation -within thate In the
course of such discussions all
manner o# particular problems wif!
arise, but there is no way forward
for the solution of thée problems
in that area of the world thatis
not firmly based on the need to
transcend the issue of national =
boundaries on the basis of
Socialism as a world system.
That is one of the most fundae

‘mental lessons of the magnificent -

experience of the insqrrection of
the Palestinlans.

RESOLUTION OF THE EURO~
PEAN BUREAU.
4.
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A CONFERENCE OF THE POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL

At the end of 1987 a conference
of the Posadist IV International
was- held (referred to as the X1V
conference) to discuss the present
stage of the world process. Ude
Posadas  presided . through - his
work -and. example, and. tribute
was paid 1o conrades recently
dead -~ Milte Radiccionil of Uru-
guay, a leader of the POFP and of
the Frente Amplio (Uruguay), and
Cde Miller (Samuel Wyrostaw) who
had formed part of the team with
which Cde Posadas formed the
Group of the IV International in
Argentina in 1945. Delegates of
the European Bureau, of the Latin
American Sections and represen-—
tatives of the French and Italian
sections were present.

Cde H. opened the conference
on the world situation and the
role of Posadism, showing that
the process of changes in the
Soviet Union was a phase of the
process of partial regeneration
analysed and foreseen by Posadas
as the form of political revolution,
the essential basis of the analy—
sis of Leon Trotaky on the USSR,
This interacted with the world
process in . all continents. The
unequal forms which the so—
called . perestroika took were
analysed as a stage of partial
regeneration, product of the fact
that there exists the objective
necessity to eliminate obstacles
to the progress of the Workers
State which the bureaucracy en—
tails, but neither the conscious
leadership for this process fior
the Communist Party exists pro—
pared for such objectives. The
combined aspect must be express--
ed in the development and pro=
gress of partial ‘reg’enera‘tion,
and, in that, the ideas and struc—
tures of Posadism will .intervene
in a greater support to the world
revolution and with the  greater
organic, political and democratic
participation of the Soviet masses
in the regeneration of the Workers
States

Cde My of the French Section
undertook a report as representa-
tive of the EB, which was supple~
mented by Cde F of the ltalian
Sectiofie They analysed the
present crisis of the European
parties which were by-—passed by
the influence of the changes i
pelled by the leadership of the

From page 2

of

Soviet Union. They have not
known how 1o be able to respond
to the consequences of the pre—
vious - errors expressed. in the
failure of the. policy of ‘euro—
communism’s They are leaderships
that have not. been. prepared to
enter a self-critical phase in the
historic political revision of the
consequences of Stalinism in
their existence. It was re—
affirmed that the European masses
are not paralysed, as in the vision
offered by the petit bourgecis
currents within and outside the
Communist and Socialist parties,
and the resistance of the masses
finds expression in. strikes and
mobilisations. They are preparing
much more mature interventions,
politically and organisationally,
and-in this process. the interven~
tion of Posadism through concrete
parties, publications and inter—
ventions . will be a._ point of
support. It is necessary to inter—
vene in the perspective of the
incapacity of European vcapi‘talism
to -stabilise its regime, and that
further great mobilisations of the
masses are approaching
impelled also by the progress of
the USSR and the Workers States.

o

also the electoral political inter—
vention in Colombia, in the united
front with the left and. popular
parties. . Together with this, the
progress of the Bolivian masses
and the stage of re-—organisation
and constryction of the new lea—
derships necessary for this phase
which is reflected in the last
elections and, in particular, of
the political movement led by Cde
Emma Torres, companion of Gen=—
eral Torres. The progress of the
Communist Party and the Frente
Amplio, the PIT—CNT, and the
635 thousand signatures for the
referendum against -the fascist
military right in Uruguay, and the
continuity of the Uruguayan Sec—
tion to continue at the head of the
revolutionary - process of -the
masses in Uruguay in spite of
and after the blowwhich the death
of Cde Milte Antonia meant,
leader pof the Section, is notable.

‘A balance was made of the actie
vity of the Party in the recent

elections in Argentina, and the
general activity in full national
development of the POR(P) =
the intervention.as the central part
of the progress of the FRAL,
organism _in. a. front with the
Communist Party, IDEPO and
other tendencies. The internal
debates of the progress of the

- Peronist left, with our participa—

As tasks previous to the dis—
cussion on Latin America, reporis
~the Brazilian, - Uruguayan,
Peryvian and Argentinian Sections
with a report by Cde F, delegate
of the BLA, on the situation in
Nicaragua, separately and 10~
gether; helped to debate the
Larin American: process and the
concrete intervention in . Latin
America.. At this polnt the letter

‘of the Cuban comrades was in=-

corporated, who have re--raken
organic, direct contact with the
international, which was saluted
with the resolution of the confer—
ence in support of the Cuban
Workers State and the Cuban com~
rades. In the discussions and
resolutions on Latin America the
central points were the electoral
campaign in Brasil, the entry of
the Posadists into the PT of Lula
in a public form to affirm the de=—
velopment towards a Workers
Party based on the trade unions
and in the unconditional defence
of the Socialist camp. There was

tion, are drawing the lessons of
the world process and of the
past stage - a process which
will not be repeated in form
or contents It requires an ocrgan—

‘ised movement of all the sectors

of the left towards the construc—
tion of the revolutionary léader-
ship of the masses of a Workers
Party based on the trade unions.

The conference discussed and
resolved in relation te Brasil the
necessity of supporting the Sec~—
tion, together with their public

incorporation into the PT, the
reinforcing of the independent
action of the Party as a Posadist
Party, of its periodical etc. In
refation to Argentina, it is neces=—
ary to support as one of the most
important independent tasks of
the Party, the campaign for its
legalisation already in progress.

In the analysis of the inter—
action of the social movements of
the Latin American process, as
Cde Posadas analysed, the ex-

periences and the re—animation
of the revolutionary state of Peru,
the progress of the Nicaraguan
revolution, the necessity of the
construction of the Party based on

the elevation of the Sandinistas
movement on - the - hasis of the
principles of Marxism In the most
concentrated form of this stage of
humanity, were discussed.
Posadism and the work of J.
Posadas are -indispensable, as
much in Peru as in Nicaragua and
Cuba.

_ the partial regeneration

in Moscow, Cuba and Njicaragua
were declded upon, with continy—
ation of the activity of concrete

political so(idarity with  the
Nicaraguan revolution. A plan
of publicatians was resolved,

centralised as a function of inter—
vention to co-ordinate the forces
available, with an appeal to the
Sections and sympathisers to
re-~double their financial efforts
which affirm these world plans.
Resolutions were adopted over
in the

" USSA and the crisis of the Com=

The ‘organisational report of
Cde H made a balance of the
functioning .of the International
from the 13th Conference until
now. showed that In these four
years the International has suc-
ceeded in developing the structu—
ral base to overcome the results
of the historical blow which was
made to the organism with the
death of J. Posadas. It is the
crisis. which was posed to our
movement and part of the world
vanguard which is guided by the
Posadist thought and action. It
was . analysed how to contront
this next step with the confirma—
tion and partial application of his
important analyses and. foresight,
in particular the partial regenera~
tion in the Workers States and the
impuise -to the world process and
the new .revolutions which are
developing, re~taking the most
valid and mature aspects produced
in the nistory of the class strug—
gles The Posadist IV Inter—
national, together with the work
of Js Posadas, is the conscious
instrument to give -continuity .to
thée ‘structure, to the revolutionary
worid homogeneity, shortening the
stages and rhythms of this process
in which the crisis of the capita—
list system develops, the partial
regeneration in the USSR and the
Workers States, in which imperia~
lism in retreat has not succeeded
in arming a counter—revolutionary
phase and, at the same time,
prepares the war with greater
ferocity and desperation.

Resolutions called for the XH
World Congress of the IV. Inter—
national and the election of a
leadership responsible for the
elaboration of preparatory docu-—
ments to centralise the world
functioning towards its realisa~
tion. Participation in book fairs

States: otherwise one wails on
the expectation of the possibility
of the bureaucracy reasoning and
becoming intelligent. Intelligence
and reason are not the qualities of
the bureaucracy. Intelligence and
reason are the instruments of the

progress of history. The rest is
only defence of bureaucratic
interests.

All these problems are funda~-
mental and are going lo be dis~
cussed in the next stages. The
bureaucracy cannot formulate a
revolutionary programme because
it does not have a necessary
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function in history. Breznev, who
formulates a very advanced func—
tion in redation to what the bureau
~cracy did in the past, does it
because it is faced with a capi-
talism which sends people to the
moon to see how to liquidate the
Soviet Union. That stimulates
forces  within - the bureaucracy
who see the danger and who seek
to pass beyond a position of
simple defence. But they are not
going so far as to offer to the
Soviet proletariat the revolutionary
means, organisations, positions,
a programme and functioning. The
bureaucracy will never do it

The bureaucracy changes iis
conduct,but mot its  historic
nature. In this change of conduct
the bureaucracy is brought to
confront capitalism; for example,
when it furnishes arms to Egypt
or to Peru. It stimulates anyway
ferces which are opposed to the
capitalist system. It frees itself
from Solzenitsin, but it does not
give independence to the workers’
movement and it does not permit
Soviet functioning. When it speaks
of ‘regenerating the Soviets’ it
does not refer to the functioning of
Soviet democracy but to the

fuﬁnctioning ot the central organ,

munist parties and the Social
democracy in Europe, the process
in Brasil, on the incorporation of
comrade in the PT, and the in=
dependent function of the Party;
on Argentina and the campaign for
for the legality and tmprovement
of Voz Proletaria, elc; on Ecuador
and Colombia, Bolivia, Uruguay,
Pery and Chile, there were public
and internal resolutions.

The campaign was announced
for the publication of the works of
Cde Posadas which are indispen-
sable for the understanding of
Stalinism, and to debate the docu«
ments of this conference as a
whole as a necessary part of a
World  United Anti=imperialist
Front for the elimination of ime
perialism and capitalism in every
country, in the solidarity and
support for the masses of Gaza
and Transjordan, which show in a
concentrated form the decision of
the masses’ of the world to ad—
vance to Socialism whatever the
consequences; a task which
united the social consciousness
with the revolutionary political
action of the masses of the world
in terminating with every form of
oppression in the struggle for a
Communist society,
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such that new layers of the We count on this process to

bureaucracy closer to the revelu~ jintroduce

in the bureaucratic

tion have the possibility of being functioning a series of influences

candidates in the

elections. permiiting the elevation of the in-

ternal struggle and a more ele~

it is certain that all this pro—~ vated
cess stimulates and wins to the revolution.

of the political
All that is going to

fevel

revolution sectors of the bureau— occur in the middle of intense
cracy, above all the middle layers. struggles.

It is no different in the super—
structure of capitalism: the revo-
tution disintegrates the Church;
the bourgeois officers of the

armies are won by the revolution -
as with important sectors of capi~
talist institutions. It is the same
in the bureaucracy and at the top.

1.
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The renewed bout of diplomatic negotiations in Moscow have not
changed anything of consequence and imperialism will continue to
perfect its armaments although it has been obliged to alter its public
behaviour, because all the boastful perspective of intimidating the
Workers States has failed. They have perceived that the Soviet
bureaucracy is in considerable internal crisis, and they hope to use
this to give themselves an ever more pitiful supply of oxygen. What
isiclear in all of this is that imperialism has lost all credibility as
an historic force. It moves painfully. The conference brought out
with even greater force that the Workers States determine history and,
although perestroika has uneven and combined elements, the clean-
sing process that 'is occurring is decisive for the renewal of the
Workers States and the development of a superior leadership that
will terminate with the regime of private property.

There is  no ‘basis in the ngss ﬁom the aspirations of the

meaningful concession by the The capitalist parties have opted
bureaucracy to imperialism. In for a deal with the Le Pen group-
practice the Soviet leadership can-ing, showing the true basis of
not abandon Afghanistan.  The their ‘democratic’ beliefs. It also
worst aspect about the latter with— shows their desperation.

drawal is that it Dbrings out the

absence of a Soviet leadership at  The final outcome of the elec~
this moment ready to advance on tions will simply confirm that
the basis of the principles of the capitalism Is in a state of rapid
Soviet intervention in Afghanistan social decomposition and can only
i.e. developing a new mass Com=- survive on the basis of the in—
munist International. Gorbachev adequacy of the workers’ parties
has expressly come out against and the inability of the Soviet
this conception, but the logic of leadership to develop a policy
the most decisive factors in pere~ that corresponds to the needs of
stroika will lead to this con~ the Workers States to unite com-
clusion. The return to actionof pletely with the world Socialist
Yeltsin, with his open denuncia~ revolution. When the South African
tion of Ligachev and his attack on masses launch a massive general
the privileged caste in the func— strike in front of the repression of
tioning of the Party, show the the fascist government there, this
great crisis of rhe bureaucracy. demands a far superior response
It is also clear that there is much from the Soviet leadership. Such
discussion on the selection of an activity by the masses of South
Party delegates to meetings, and Africa is a repudiation, in reality,
the masses are seeking popular of the Soviet withdrawal from
forms to break the control of the Afghanistan.

Party bureaucrats.  The Soviet
proletariat still does not have a
clear voice in these proceedings,
but its weight will augment be~
cause the bureaucracy, in-one form
or another, is disintegrating; ‘and
their policy of seeking renewed
forms -of peaceful co-existence
enters into conflict with the need
“ito-expand of the Workers. State.
In the smaller Workers States the
process of perestroika is more
complex and their progress de-
pends much upon the superior
course. in the Soviet Union.

The Thatcher regime in Britain
continues in -its  whirlpool  of
contradictions. The conflict over
the pound between Thatcher and
Lawson shows the fragility of
capitalist policy - there is no
sclution in their terms between
inflation or an overvalued pound.
As the ‘free’ Commen Market
approaches, all the sharks are
gathering for the spoils; which
means an ever greater concenfra—
tion of banking and financial pow-
er and the liquidation of the small

The French elections are tak— fry. This now takes place in an
ing place 'in the middle of this already savagely competitive
process of rectification ‘in the arena of the imperialist powers,
Soviet Union. We comment on the problems of every sort will be
Presidential elections elsewhere, intensified. There is no possi-
which already ‘announced the im- bility of capitalism overcoming
mense social weakness of the this  situation. It will further
forces of capitalism. In the first stimulate the process towards war
round of the general elections the with the Workers States. At the
obvious desire of the Mitterand same time, it will intensify the
leadership to make a deal with the need for a proletarian confronta~
capitalist centre, and its remote~ tion with capitalism, transcending

balance of world relations for any masses, led to a great abstention. -
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national' frontiers a polarisation

of ¢Tass forceson a continental
scale.

All this is posing great probe
lems for the apparatus in the
Labour Party and the trade union
bosses.: The challenge of Benn
over-the policy of Kinnosk indi-

-cates  the need for a policy of

fundamental social transformations.
The: - party. - apparatus, linked
through ~tradition and careerist
ohjectives to capitalism, seeks to
contain: the masses at all costs.
The recent proposal of Kinnock to
abandon the Labour Party policy
of unilateral disarmament is part
of this. Partly, he has taken
advantage of the diplomacy of the
Soviet leadership, which did not
give a social orientation fo the
mass anti=nuclear demonstrations
of an earlier period.

The forces of the left are in—
evitably going to gain in this
period. But the central problem
remains that of structuring this
left, in effect making it a coherent
tendency with a Marxist class
orientation., This means seeing
Britain as part of a world pro~
cess and orientating the left to
see the Workers States, parti~-
cularly the Soviet Union, as the
centre  of world history.  The
social democratic option, the view
of changing capitalism by elec-
tions, evolving gently to Socialism
and also seeing Socialism within
a  ‘national’ setting te-
stimulated by Stalinism has
failed utierly. It has not changed

history oneiota. Now that capi-
talism is threshing about in tor=

ment and preparing for war as its
only solution, gradualism has no

perspective. The Mitterands and

the Kinnocks live in the twilight
of electoral manoeuvre, but the
problems generated by capitalism
accumulate and accumulate. The
traditional apparatus is caught
between the desire of the masses
for a2 fundamental social change
and the inability of capitalism to.
offer anything to mitigate the im-
poverishment and degeneration
caused by its system.. The left
must discuss move and systemati-
cally because, as in the case of
Mitterand, the Kinnock apparatus

is seeking to limit support for the
Labour Party because it feels if

in government the total crisis of
capitalism may force it.inte steps
against the system it is not pre~
pared to take.
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THE DEMONSTRATIONS IN ARMENIA

THE PROGRESS OF THE WORKERS STATE AND OF PARTIAL
REGENERATION IN THE SOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL PROBLEM

The mobilisations of the Armenian masses are an elevated ex—
pression of the intervention of the Soviet masses io cotrect and
regenerate the Workers State and will be an impulse to the leadership
to resolve all the problems derived from the Stalinistpast through

the elevation of Soviet democracy and the Socialist structure.

The

mobilisations have an origin and are expressed in national forms and
demands, but they have solid Soviet roots and contribute enormously

to the progress of the Workers State and its influence

in the world.

The Armenian masses have made strikes, demonstrations of hundreds
of thousands for national demands, but showing and agitating red
banners and with the participation and direction of the Communist
vanguard. The element that guided the general orientation was the
Red Flag and not the national objective.

The masses felt and showed to the world, as Cde Posadas said,
that they are increasing their confidence in the Workers State and in
the Socialist future. While the Workers State shows the capacity to
correct limitations, the capitalist system shows how it ‘resolves’

national problems in ireland and Palestine with bullets.

While in

Jordan the masses lead their struggles to the questioning of capita~
list and imperialist power in the region, the Armenian masses impel
the cleansing of the bureaucratic apparatus at the same time that
they integrate themselves with the Workers State. The masses of the
world see that the Armenians in the USSR have a territory, while in
Turkey they were dispersed and those who survive have no means of

developing their religion, culture and language.

The Armenian

hierarchy in Rome declared that ‘The Armenians do not dream of
coming out of the Socialist state. §7 no period and at no other time in

history, nor in any other place, has the Armenian people emjoyed the

freedoms which it has today in the Soviet Union.’

The demands of the Armenian

population tend in every way to
affirm the Workers State and to
develop Soviet democracy in
facilitating the social relation and
communication between the mass=
es of the same nationality. The
reply of the Sovier leadership was
limited and bureaucratic, although
they conceded the majority of the
demands, with the exception of
the demand for the annexation of
Karabal to the Armenian Republic,
rejecting with justification that a
decision of this type would
generate similar movements in
other regions of the Soviet Union,’
We believe that the problems are
not resolved by modifying the
existing frontiers, but it was
necessary and the conditions
exist to be based on popular sup~
port to open a debate on the res-~
possibility of the bureaucracy
in the disputes. This would
not stimulate nationalist demands
but anti~bureaucratic ones. it
would regulate eventual new
protests like those of Latvia and
Esthonia, where strong reaction-
ary tendencies exist.

There is a great internal dis=
cussion in the Soviet leadership.
At the same time that there is no
preparation to resolve problems
which were not on the agenda,
a sector is not opposed to their
appearing and to coping with
them. It is for this reason that
they have conceded a plan of in-
vestments of more than five hun-
dred million roubles for teaching
the Armenian language, books,
use of the Armenian language on
television, and ‘also the creation
of industries to stabilise a large
seasonal manpower present in the
region.

The intervention of the leader-
ship of the Parly sending leaders
of the Central Committee and
some police forces was not
against the masses, but trying to
control the reaction of the nation-
alist groups in the service of the
focal bureaucrats who came out to
defend their privileged interests.
These sectors were present, both
on the Armenian side seeking to
lead the struggle to impose the
annexation of Karabak, sectors
who were isolated as soon as the
Soviet government resolved the
programme of intervention; and,
on the other side, there were the
sectors of the Azerbaijani bureau=
cracy who are the most under fire
and who reacted with the killings
in Zungait. These assassinations
have been the reaction of the
apparatus which feels now that
it is at its end. They assembled
two thousand bandits of the type
of the Pol Pot assassins from
wherever they could, to kill,
destroy houses and Armenian
schools, The fact that they des~
troyed the portraits of Lenin in the
Armeniatt houses shows the level
of degradation developed in the
bureaucratic apparatus.

lv is necessary to point out
fundamentally what the attitude of
the masses has been in both
Armenia and Azerbaijan. The
Armenian. masses ulilised the
national situation in the absence
of the lack of organisms, of the
political life of the Soviet and of
the Party, and developed a move~
ment which put in question bureau
-cratic power, impelling an im-
portant cleansing of the Party at
the same time that they sought
not to cause any damage to the
Workers State. They realised the

RESOLUTION OF THE EUROPEAN BUREAU.

strikes as an instrument of protest
but afterwards resolved to work on
Sundays to compensate for the

econemic resolls of the same

action. The Azerbaijani masses
risked their own lives to give
refuge to the Armenian masses
who fled from the attacks of the
bandits who for three days had a
free hand to terrorise in the
region.

Such an attitude of the masses
has demonstrated very well the
analysis that Cde Posadas made
on the problem of nationalities,
posing that the problem had been
solved by the Workers State. This
does not mean that national senti~
ment and characteristics are not
maintained on the part of the
dozens of nationalities and reli~
gious groups which compose the
Soviet Union, but that the body of
the Soviet people = even in the
most remote localities - have
already developed the confidence
and the consciousness that the
nation in itself does not con=
stitute any instrument for econo—
mic, cultural, intellectual and
scientific progress. The Workers
State has developed the under-
standing in the Soviet masses that
centralised planning, statification
and the intervention of the popu-
lation constitute the base of the
economy and of science. Even
with the bureaucracy the different
nations have not developed with
some crushing others, as in the
system of private property, but
with co-ordination and unifica-
tion. It is for this reason that the
Soviet masses have orientated
their judgements and atiitudes by
Lenin and not by Allah or God,nor
by the nation. This is one of the
most beautiful conclusions of the
first seven years of the Soviet
Union. The intervention of the
masses has been against the
bureaucratic apparatus and against
the use which this has made of the
national divisions to sustain and
manage its arbitrary power against
the masses. The problem of
nationalities was a problem in=
herited by the Workers State
because capitalism was not able
to provide a solution and was im=
potent. Even today it lives with
these problems which exist even
in the most developed countries.
The most developed economic
mylti=national structures live
side by side, as in Brifain, with
a struggle against the lrish, a
divided Spain, and a Belgium
divided into two. The bourgeoisie
has been incapable historically of
creating a political centre with
authority to undertake the unifica=
tion of these countries, and later
at great cost have dedicated them~
selves to maintain national differ-
ences as a means to diminish the
weight of the working class and
of the masses, and thus to be
able to dominate on the base of
this division.

The October Revolution wasithe CC of the Party local, the

faced with these problems at the
same time as having to probide a
solution to the innumerable prob-
lems of the economy, mass star-
vation, the capitalist encirclement
and the forms with which to ex-
tend the Socialist revolution
throughout the rest of the world.
The loss of cadres was immense
and the Bolsheviks had to answer
all the problems, all the tasks.
There were nations and republics
which, for a whole period, passed
from the hands of the Workers
State to capitalism and vice
versa. They were the matler of
negotiations, as in Brest Litovsk.
At the same time, the revolution
was realised in the most complete
form in Petrograd and in Moscow,
and in the chief proletarian cen-
tres, with the task for the Bol=

sheviks and the young goverament, gether in defence of the Soviet

of extending it to all Russia.{Workers State.

The Bolshevik government had to
tesort to the art of manoeuvre and
negotiations with layers of the
most diverse origins which after
centuries of exploitation uander
Tsarism came to life with the
Socialist Revolution.

Stalin was the first commissar
for nationalities. Lenin and
Trotsky could not dedicate time to
this. because of other priorities
and Stalin was given this task.
Trotsky relates how in this task
Stalin used his capacity as a
manoeuvrer in front of the bourge-
ois, tribal, patriarchal and reli=
gious leaders. At first it was
necessary to make concessions to
these leaderships to win historic
time necessary for the develop=
ment of the Workers State, lessen-
ing the centrifugal pressures of
national and religious interests.
Afterwards, under the Stalinist
regime, concessions were aimed
to interest the leading regional
leaders in the constitution and
the support of the bureaucracy.
Now there were no linguistic,
cultural concessions for access
to publications and for the most
complete information of the mass=
es it such a way that they could
intervene in a leading way in the
political life of the country; but
concessions to affirm local bureauy
~cratic groups or the creation of
unjust disputes or situations for
certain nationalities so ‘as to
increase the central power of the
bureaucracy.

The bureaucracy made of the
national problem a use similar to
that of the capitalist system,
utilising divisions in order to
diminish the weight of the working
class and of the Party, corrupting
the life of the same. Hence now,
after the Soviet of Karabak sup=
ported the proposal of the annexa=
tion to Armenia in the meeting of

Armenian leaders voted on one
side and the Azerbaijanis on the
other; and the general secretrary of
the Azerbaijan Party declared
that before ceding the region to
Armenia they would have to go
over his dead body. It is the
whole nationalist mentality with
which this leadwrship was con~
structed, the mentality of ‘Socia~
lism in one country', ‘in one
rg_gion’, i.e. a Socialism ‘which
ount of bureaucratic privileges’.
The Soviet masses have matured
enormously beyond and against
the power of the bureaucracy.
Even in the most critical moments
of Stalinism they intervened ob=
jectively, as against the nazi
invasion when millions of Armeni=
ans and Azetbaijanis fought to-

in the present
phase of the process of partial
regeneration, the masses found
conditions very favourable by
which to intervene.

The recent events in the Soviet
Republic of Armenia are of the
greatest importance in history.
In the middle of the preparation of
the war on the part of imperialism
the Soviet masses have the auda~
city to intervene to correct the
bureaucratic deviations of the
Workers State, feeling the security
that they can count upon and im-
pel the process of ascent in their
leadership, The demonstrations
occurred under the red banners and
the portraits of Gorbachev. The
process of changes in the Workers
State has reached a very profound
level, and in their progress all the
problems emerge. As Trotsky,
and later Posadas, analysed,
the Workers State and Socialism
cannot be constructed with lies.
The truth constitutes the wind
which reaches all the cormers of
the Soviet Union. Ir cleanses,
opens the archives, exposes the
old myths created by the bureauy-
cracy, such as the ‘Soviet man’'.

The bureaucracy believes that, as
now, all is registered in the con=
stitution, any problem was re=
solved. With Anadropov, the dis=
cussion was re~taken which now -
with the intervention of the
masses and the solutions adopted
by the leadership of Gorbachev =
is represented at a superior level,
breaking with the obstacles im=
posed by the bureaucratic appa-
ratus. This discussion demands
a great progress in life and the
function of the Parly as leader
of society. Early or late, the
problems see the light and the
leadership has to confront them,
defends itself, seeks to avoid
them; but now. it cannot -dis~
Continued on page 3 ‘
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AFGHANISTAN - The Soviet withdrawal and discussion on the process in

Afghanistan.

Imperialism has gained nothing
from the Soviet troop withdrawal from
Afghanistan because at this stage of
the world process there are no means
by which imperialism can change the
balance of world forces in favour of
itselfs All that will continue through
the military aid of the Yanks is a
vicious and sanguinary war of rightist
gangsters against progress; in other
words, a continuation of what has
been going on for some time,

Even with the withdrawalof Soviet
troops, the Workers states cannot
abandon Afghanistan, the reforms
that the Soviet has brought to Afgh~
anistan, land reform, education,
literacy and removals of the en-
slavement of women.

However, we criticise the with=
drawal of Soviet troops and the lack
of initiatives by the Soviels over
Afghanistan: that is, the inability to
be concerned with the future develop=-
ment of Afghanistan. At the same
time, we believe that the process of
perestroika will, in ifs course, bring
back issues like Afghanistan into
discussion again, because they re-
late to the overall problems of the
intervention of the Workers States in
the world arena.

The Soviet retreat from Afghani~
stan can be seen as the reaction of

the Soviet leadership to the internal

crises of the bureaucracy as a result
of perestroika. In the previous period
with limited peresiroika, the Soviet

leadership of Breznev confained in—
ternal divergences in the bureaucracy
through a more vigorous antj-
imperialist policy, seen in the Cuban
support to Angola and the interven—
tion in Afghanistan, which - as Cde

Posadas analysed - risked, in fact, Afghanistan and the speech of

‘the final encounter: the nuclear Najibullah raise all the issues of

response from imperialism. principle that the leadership finds
itself at a loss to cope with, Why is
But now, the absolute necessity it not possible to leap stages?
of the Workers State to liguidate the Mongolia did, and the October Revo~
excrescences of bureaucratic ex= jution is full of examples of this,
propriation and corruption  have ‘The fact that old Stalinist and Men—
opened a new phase in the intemal shevik ideas are brought out by
crisis of théibureaucracy. This means Nalibullatsis precisely because there
an exacerbation of the intemal strug= 410 cyrents opposed to the policy

gles where one sector of the bureay~ e .
cracy has more confidence to advance ©  reconciliation and who desire
1o construct a specific’ Communist

although this does not automatically '
mean the disappearance of bureau~ Party not a nebulous general party
cratic interest or the limitations of
bureaucratic thinking., In practice,
this phase of perestroika has shown
that there is a lack of a unified res=
sponse to the needs of the Workers
State. The fact that the discussion
is vigorous means that issues such
as Afghanistan are not going to go
away but will re-appear as the
process of peresiroika deepens,

Soviet policy under Gorbachev has
shown so far most conciliatory fea=
tures in the realms of foreign policy -
although nothing of substance has
been given to imperialism, bwcause
there is no possibility of such Stalin
dealsias at Yalta. But even the policy
Najibullah, the leader who has of limited conciliation could change

been associated with the policy of 'aPidly. The Workers State is bemg
reconciliation in Afghanistan, has Cleansed by perestroika and this
made reference to the fact that the Strengthens and lays the basis for a
process there is a democratic revoly— Mmore profound discussion on the need
tion and not a workers’ revolution; 10 terminate quite clearly with any
that it is not possible to leap stages theory of stages which impedes the
and that, in any case, the Party in construction of the Parly and the
Afghanistan is not a Communist Party development of Afghanistan from
All this is very revealing, because it Revolutionary to a Workers State.
shows the- limitations of the present The repudiation of Stalinism involves
leadership in Afghanistan and thefact -all this.  Afghanistan should be
that the $oviets do not have a team discussed openly in the Soviet Union,
with clear ideas on the subject. The not just in the closed enclaves of _the
original -intervention in Afghanistan Political Burequs It should be dis—
was an expression objectively of the cussed in public meetings and reso-
needs of the Workers State to expand lutions made without secret ballot,
but it was never discussed in this So that the population weighs, not
way by the Soviet leadership, just the functionaries of the Party,

From page 2
concert or crush opposition,
above all as in the case of the
recent Armenian mobilisations,
when the factor of the open inter-
vention of the masses is included
in the process of partial regener~
ation opened in the Soviet Union,

The capitalist system cannot
make any reactionary use for its
own benefit of the recent events
in the Soviet Union: first, because
it has no authority insofar as it
has demonstrated itself incapable
of resolving its own narional
problems, and also because the
attitude of the Armenian masses
has been one of complete identi-
fication with the Soviet Workers
‘State. The old reactionary layers
of the bureaucracy have defended
themselves by means of the
assassin group who counted upon
support in the central apparatus of
Parry, H is the form in which the
pelitical  revolution presents
itself in the Soviet Union. Cde
Posadas posed that it would not
be a bloody insurrection ina
general sense, but withoutexclu=
ding these partial explosions -
which show the sinister intentions
in defence of their interests which
certain sectors have. But the
solution has not been to the bene~

fit of those who repress, but of the bureaucracy to anti-capitalist
the masses who have thrown out power of the central bureaucratic
dozens of leaders of the Party layer. The efforts to win time of
and of the local Soviet who repre~ co-existence  with capitalism
sented very entrenched bureau- diminiskes the internal pressure
cratic layers, and they have which also was exercised over

adopted means of progress in the the masses who feel a greater.

region. The repression was not opportunity to intervene.
only against the Armenian masses,
but also sought to intimidate the
leadership of Gorbachev.
The Communist, Socialist and

The process of partial regener= revolutionary movement must
ation thus advances as a result discuss these events in the Soviet
of the mobilisations and of the Union as a means of elevating the
solutions to the demands of the Socialist consciousness. Human-
Armenian masses. It has in~ ity represented through the means
creased the security of the masses of the Workers State, shows a very
and also the security. of the great level of progress; at the
leadership of the Workers State, same time that the Soviet leader=
which is learning to elevate its ship selects’ layers internally
relation with the masses and its which advancw in the scientific

confidence in the full Soviet ynderstanding of the process of-

democracy. The plans of the history.

Soviet leadership have been leapt :

over. With the military agree~ EUROPEAN BUREAU OF THE
ments with imperialism they POSADIST IV INTERNATIONAL
sought to gain time for a develop-
ment of the economy and of Soviet
society., The previous policy of
the Soviet leadership, more con-
centrated in the preparation to
confront capitalism, concentrated
the internal preoccupation, sub-
mitting the particular and local
interests of the lower layers of

4. 4. 88.

" of Marxist method

INTRODUCTION

We publish periodically extracts by Cde Posadas on cultural
matters because they are fundamental to the Marxist c onception of
history, Capitalism in its final stages Is totally alien to culture.

Revolutionary culture means not the passive consum ption of
culture, like the bourgeoisie who convert culture into a decoration,
but the understanding of culture within the context of the application
in liguidating capitalism and constructing
Communisms

The Joy of Beethoven J. POSADAS

The overflowing joy of Beethoven is pure rejoicing with
nature. The exultation is that of human relation, the orga-
nisation of human sentiments firmly outside the realm of
private property, Beethoven felt human relations should be
 free from property, even though he had to create at a time
of social development far removed from this conclusion! This
is the function of the Artist. ‘

It ig Just the same as the Revolutionary leader does when
expressing necessity and existing conditions with Ideas. In
the same way, the composer has the role of formulating in
the abstract language of music precisely the same things. He
1s restricted in doing this by the abstract quality of music,
To the extent in which humanity advances and human relations
improve, music is further refined in the field of abstrac -
tion; it is rendered more easily accessible, felt and appre-
‘hended: one could almost say that it becomes more ‘seen’..

The Symphony of Dvorak, "From The New World", is not at
all a bad work, But it is quite limited. It reveals a com-
poser influenced by grandeur, ie power - Kings, Tzars, etc
The “Horld" appears in his music in relation to power,

The critics of Beethoven say that he was Tiving above
reality. For these critics,’reality’ signifies Kings,Courts,
wars and battles, But Music, develops sentiments to  which
only Socialism can respond. This is why Beethoven 1is ‘the
first centre of Socialism that -like Marx- will only be su-
percgdgd when he becomes part of a new era, part of new
conditions, Equally, Trotsky plays the same role. He dealt
with the problems that arose in his epoch, Today these have
changed, The "01d Trotskyists” do not understand this .
The role which masters like Marx, Engels, Lenin, Beethoven -
and the go}sheviks - have played cannot be repeated over and
oveér again, - Etach one of these masters, played, from the
point of view of historic necessity, an irreplaceable and
unrivalled role of a great depth, but they played it in a
process of the development of history, each feat being su -
perceded by the feat that followed. Marx will be superceded;

-

this doeg not mean that he will become outdated, but that
new conditions will arise which will require  even more
profound methods. Indeed, Trotsky explained this, He said

that "dialectics wi

d 11 become the base of some new system of
reasoning”,

The music of Beethoven is a dialogue with objective love.
This. comes from thinking objectively with the mind firmly
preoccupied by humanity and human relations of love, This is
how Beethoven lived: othervise he could not have composed
such works as his, Beethoven had the talent and ability to
have become an extremely rich man, but he lived in poverty,
His music is utterly devoid of any thirst for power, Actual-
ly, he Tived with very 1ittle, and he loved to go to the
countryside, His music stimulates the organisation of the
mind; a mind clearly organised sees the centres, the heart
of matters,and turns the gaze and all intelligence in the
direction of human love, human relations. The latter means
the thirst for human relations and understanding their roots.
It is not possible to invent 'human relations' but it is
possible to see that 'human' relations can already exist.

Someone like Beethoven could not have appeared before him

J POSADAS

because there was not the necessary social development to
promote such a degree of inspiration and capacity to inter-
pret future human relations. ‘Before Beethoven, this

could not have existed, but today, we have all that he did.
The way to take this further now, is Party and Programme. In
the field of music, Beethoven is both Party and  Programme.
Beethoven is the symphonist of Humanity who created a music
of pure joy in the midst of nature and sentiments,

J. POSADAS

29th August 1978

The Role of the USSR

in the socialist transfor-
mation of Humanity
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AFGHANISTAN - SOVIET INTERVENTION AND THE CONCEPTION OF

DEMOCRACY -
J. POSADAS
INTRODUCTION

EXTRACTS.

5. 1. 1980

We re—publish extracts frdm Cde Posadas on Afghanistan because the Soviets have failed to
give any statement of principie either for entering or leaving Afghanistan. The Red Army was -

not defeated and imperialism will gain nothing from this retreat,

The problems of democracy, of |’s necessary to devote attention the Soviet troops, the people can

democratic right, is determined by
the course of the progress of his~
tory. " If the Soviets had not in—
vaded Poland in 1939 they would
have left it to the Germans who
would have got to the gates of
Moscow in no time, If the Soviets
respected the right of this small
country, they - would "have given
strength to the power which was
going to ‘make history retreat.
Trotsky posed democracy as. a
function of history, not democracy
as a Sunday sulit but as a function
of progress,

It is sald that the democracy of
capitalism allows freedom so that
people decide, but it is the ruling
class - which decides, not the
people. It is different when, as in
Nicaragua, the people intervene
led by an anti-capitalist leader—
ship: it is not possible to make an
abstraction let the people
decides In Afghanistan, the inter—
vention of the Soviet troops has
contributed. to elevating the con-
ditions of life of this country and
eo eliminating the sectors which
have to repress and assassinate
the Afghan people.

The. Yanks are - militarily
occupying  Puerto Rico. Why
don’t they leave Puerto' Rico?
All those who protest about Soviet
intervention, shy don’t they push
forward -a campaign against the
Yankee occupation of Puerto Rico?
Why don’t they demand the expul—
sion of imperialism from the zones
they occupy, and which do .not
belong to them? For example,all
the South West of the United States
was Mexican, and the British still
have colonies -in Latin Americas

Loretreat,

to this.
dominion of the Yankee capitalist
‘democracy’ to assassinate people.
‘Democracy’® Is just a name,
because it does not exist there.
Democracy is not the right to vote
and elect but the right to live,
progress,

This is used for the decide, because they can animate

themselves to go against -the
landlowners, which were those
who ‘were supported by Amin.

If the democratic. movements,

0 gocialist or Communist, do not
to elevate the conditions ynderstand this it is not through

of life, and to be able to seek the j|j-will or because they are allied
means for this. If it is necessary to capitalism, but they do not
to occupy a country to elevate it, ynderstand such a conception.
this is not an occupation; it is not Thus they yield to the impression

a retreat nor an invasion, but aof democratic abstraction.
‘technioal, scientific and culturaldo not
means to  elevate the country.instrument of

What has to be posed at the same
time is the development of Soviet
democracy in Afghanistan,

This application of democracy
also . applies to  Afghanistan.
Democracy is an instrument of the
progress of history; To respect
democratic rights. of ‘one country,
if this serves at the same time as
an instrument for reaction and to
attack the USSR, is not democracy
is:not defending : historic rights
necessary for the progress of lite,
but respecting a power which is
going to make the rights of lite
Thus, the interpretation
and the application of democratic
conclusions are determined by the
necessity of the progress of higw
tory .in respect of Afghanistan, or
of any other country. ’

Thus there ' is a whole mystifi—
cation of democracy which the
groups of Trotskyist origin carry
out when they say that ‘the people
have to decide’s What people?
in Afghanistan it was not the
paople who  .decided - before,
Recently, now with the support of

10 impel the Workers State.

They
see democracy as an
progress,

For example, R'fghanistan. is &
feudal country which in order to
progress has no other solution
than to do what it dids The USSR
did not intervene only to defend
its frOntiers, but to make Afghan—
istan also advance. For this
reason there s no mass apti—
Soviet movement in the world,

Not one. The Yanks could not
organise any. All these leftist
movements who pose the abstract
defence of democracy represent
intellectual circles of state em-
ployees, of functionaries who live
closed in on themselves and not
in oontact with the progress of the
struggles and their significance.
They do not see that in Afghani—
stan the intervention of the Soviets
tends to eliminate feudalism and
1t is
on this basis, then, that it is
necessary to support ihis Soviet
intervention, which is a necessary
instrument of progress.
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J. POSADAS ON THE SOVIET BUREAUCRACY IN FRONT OF THE WAR
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THE FRENCH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND THE

SOCIAL DISINTEGRATION

The result of the French
Presidential elections show the
immense fragility of French im—
perialism., With the ever greater
need of the world capitalist eco—
nomy to confrontthe Workers States
and to modernise the productive
apparatus, capitalism inevitably
turns ’right’, and the furn towards
an . authoritarian state becomes
more marked. Logically, some
form of fascism is the only way
for capitalism to avoid its prob—
lems and, in this way, to prepare
for the ftinal encounter with the
Workers States. But the masses
do notf turn right, although the
bureaucratic = ‘apparatuses,  the
functionaries of the workers’ par—
ties and frade unions justify their
passivity and adaptation to capi—
talism by cynically throwing up
their hands and saying ‘what can
we do?’ '

The masses do not have a gen—
uine workers’ centre which repre—
sents their desire for change.
Thus the French elections finally
centred around the rival candida—
ture of Mitterand and Chirac. The
former concentrated the fores of
the lett, while Chirac vainly tried
to concentrate the forces of the
right. In fact, Chirac lost some
sectors of the original right wing
voile. to Mitterand because.  they
feit he was too far to the right.
(46% to Chirac as opposed to 54%
to Mitterand) in his compromises
with Le Pen,

The brutality of French inter—
vention in New Caledonia gain—
ed no new socjial support, such
is the weakness of the position
of imperialism.

it is the failure of the Commu—
nist Party in particular which
gave the elections this peculiar
form. - The official Communisi
candidate only gained two million
votes, i.e. under 7% of the votes.

although the CP still holds the
most decided sections of the
vanguard.

This was an election ~which
could have taken full advantage of
‘the social debility of capitalism,
but the Communist Parly has fail~
ed to use or understand the pro—
cess of perestroika in the Soviet
Union and fto develop its pro—
gramme and appeal on this basis.

It has not known how to make an
objective balance of its relations
with the Socialist Party and, in
this way, also the left in the So—
cialist Party has wandered with—
out any guidance - so that the
appearance of the careerist Rocard

OF FRENCH CAPITALISM.

as Prime Minister is an objective
insult to the people of France.

Mitterand tried to gain support
from sectors of capitalism and the
petit bourgeovisie by suggesting a
capitalism that was modified, i.e,
with more for research and deve—
lopment, and he rallied support
against the racist policies of Le

Pen. The failure of the latter
shows the Iinsoluble crisis of
French imperialism. © It cannot

rally its supporters on a pro—
gramme of racism and repression,

No sooner is the election over
than renewed crises face  the
parties of the right, the direct
representatives of capitalism.
Chirac, Barre, D’'Estaing and Le
Pen show the fragmentation within
capitalism. In the period that is
coming the super concentration of
capital, accelerated by the “liber—
alisation of the Common Market,
will further accentuate the com—
petition within the forces of capi—
talism and further accentuate

political divisions. The
appearance of the French Greens
who got 3.77% of the voles in the
first round shows the great poten—
tial that exists for a consistent
programme .  of social trans—
formations. '

The key to taking advantage of
this political situation in
France is an evolution and change
in the Communist Party, basing
itselt much more on the progress—
ive features of perestroika and
re—evaluating the role of the
Communist Party and shedding its
confined perspectives influenced
by Stalinism.

In some sense Mitterand now
tries to play the role of the ‘natio—
nal saviour’ ftraditionally played
by de Gaulle, i.e. standing above
‘partisan interests’, But none of
this can solve the problems which
beset capitalism, the confrontation
with the Workers States and the
increasing imter—capitalist com—
petition. The poorer regions of
capitalist Europe, such as Portu—
gal etc., will grow poorer and the
inegualities throughout Europe
will augment. lrrespective of the

profound limitations of the leader— ..

ships in France, the masses inter~
vene of themselves in the process
that is coming. The militants of
the Communist Party have to fill
the political void in France.
E lections are only a faint indica—
tion of the social forces that
smoulder throughout = Europe.
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Editorial

THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
CRISIS OF BRITISH

IMPERIALISM ACCENTUATES
THE NEED FOR THE PROG-

RAMME OF SOCIAL TRANS-
FORMATIONS

The soviet leadership continues to hold the diplomatic initiative
and in the course of the visit to Poland,Gorbachev again in
+o press for reductions in conventionat weapons, thereby accentuating
inter bourgeois dispute and showing up the ineptitude of capitalist
leadership. it Is important to see that whatever the forms of
discussion and the agreements that have been signed,there Is o
diminution in the international class sfr‘uggte.Ya‘nkee fmperialism
with characteristic brutality shot down the lranian alrpiane and
shrugged off the loss of life.When Yankee imperialism sent its plane
to provoke the soviets and the soviets shot it down,the hacks of
capitalism droned on about how terrible it was.But 1t is now mugh
more difficult for capitalism to fool the pefﬁf bourgeois
masses.This means that the social supports of capitalism diminish
constantly and on a world scale the weight of the progress in the
Soviet Unlon stimulates renewed opposition to imperialism.Thus the
government of Nicaragua told the Yankee ambassador to clear off and
he had fo go.The Yanks launched a colossal campaign .of lles to gef
rid of Norlega so as fo interfere In Panama and it all came to
naught.

T%\e historic weakness of Yankee imperialism can be seen also in
the results of the meeting there of the Democratic party. Although
big business can contain people Iike Jackson, it proved impossible
to prevent discussion of the proposal that America should not be
the first to use nuclear weapons and finally the conference had to
accept the use of sanctions against South Africa.This is an
indication of the Increase of anti capitalist forces in the
heartland of Imperialism which will continue to develop the more
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Polish Workers State.

progress is registered in the workers states.

The world revolution combined with
the changes in the workers states
are preparing better conditions for
the vanguard in Britain.The present
capitalist regime is totally without
perspectivelogically as with
previous capitalist crises there is
only one way oub-war.if it is
delayved +hat is no help o
capitallsm-its social ulcers fester
and burst.Capitalism is very sweak

and has to conceal ifs ‘true

intentions.Thus Thatcherosaurus has
to pretend to be pleased with the
Gorbachev |ine.The world ambience is
such that it is very difficult to
denounce it and the dinosaurs hope
to survive on the least dynamic
aspects of soviet policy ie the
Yeconomic  reformms®.The  British
economy is now dominated by high
interest rates,an imbecile housing
situation because capitalism has
prevented the expansion of house
construction and very uncertain
prospects. Industry has about reached

the level of 1979, Smashing into the -

unions,oppressing the poor and
strengthening the police has not
solved one problem for
capitalism,Big business has made a
lot of money and speculaters have
thrived but that is no basis for
historic survival.The Soviet Union
is in process of removing
excrescences  while Iimperialism is
nothing but excrescences. All the
stupidities of capitalism call for
the programme of the expropriation
of the banks and key industries and
the application of workers control.

The course of the progress of the
workers states Is of the highest
importance for Britain.As Trotsky
and Posadas analysed one of the most
devestating impediments to progress
against British imperialism has been
the role of Statinism,its
combination of conciliation with
capitalism and thus brutal internal
repression against the progress of
the workers state.Now +he great
miasma Is 1ifting and throughout the
world the communist and
revolutionary world vanguard is
gradually going to welgh much
more,Thus in France,not because the
CP leadership has been prepared for
this, the objective process has given

the CP a position in which its class
and revolutionary role can be
developed and the soviet peresiroika
will impel the workers partles and
vanguard with new vigour.The fact
that the Yugosiav proletariat more
or less invaded Belgrade,reaffirmed
the  comunist tradition with
Tito,rejected the policies of the
govermment and. sought fo overcome
the bureaucratic regionalism in the
country is another example,
fol lowing shortly after the visit of
gorbachev, of +the liberation of
forces taking place following the
progressive process in the Soviet
Union,

In this very rich situation the
labour vanguard is going fo learn a
great deal.The left in the LP still
lacks homogeneity,with vain
arguments  between  “hard"  and
softtlefts that lack theoretical

clarity.This Is exacerbated by the |
fact that they live in a party,the |
Labour party which is bourgeois In |
conception and with utterly anti- |

marxist traditions,Nonetheless the
worid revolution and perestrolka is
invading Britain.One of the best

exampies of this is the effect of

the revolution in South
Africa.Kinnock was obliged to come
out strongly against the i{ine of
Thatcher and the Yanks and allgned
himself with counfries such as
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. The massive
demonsiration In London on +the
birthday of Mandela shows the forces

© developing In Britain, We do not

underestimate  the  weight  of
careerism In the Labour party and
the pernicious function of many
frade union funtionaries,the EETPU
being only the most notorious ,but
the objective process ,the world
wide social weakness of Imperialism
and the progress of the workers
states allows a greater confidence
to discuss Ideas.But not only must
the Labour left develop a greater
theoretical clarity but must develop
outside the par}iamentary
arena,develop a life outside the
closed world of the electoral
machine.so as to establish a
superior communication with the
population so  that  polltical
activity is not just a question of
complaining of the results of
capitalism, but of giving a
perspective of social
transformations. 22 7 88, .

The recent strikes represent a progress of the workers state,a
great step forward in the process of learning to be a
feadership which the working class and the POUP are making.They
are a continuation at a superior level of the strike movement
of the period of 1980,They did not reach the extent of that
phase but they have had a similar effect in the party.The
working class has intervened seeking to decide on the plans and
the economic management of the government,criticising the
application of the programme of reforms.The strikes have had as
an objective to correct the injustice of an increase in the
prices of basic necessities without this being compensated for
with an increase in wages.After the referendum which has
rejected the conception of the said programme,the working
class~its communist vanguard inscribed in the new trade unions,
are stimulating a discussion to correct it and place it at the
service of the population.

These strikes are going to influence immensely in the internal
struggle in the party.Even with the existence of sectors who
wish fo repress,the leadership has had to yield.They have made
concessions and shown that they are ready to change, For much
less in previous stages,they repressed and killed as in
1970,1976 and 1977.Now they have to listen and correct.The
reply is still bureaucratic but they cannot oppose the progress
which the working class impels.They limit the rhythms and
stages.and are slow to rectify but they cannot oppose.As Code
Posadas analysed in 1980 the process of political revolution
which includes +he working class,the communist vanguard and
part of the bureaucratic apparatus which accepts this progress
is affirmed. The strike movement included a reduced number of
factories in Cracow,Stalowa Wola and Danzig, but factories
which represent the state of mind of the whole of the
vanguard.The communist vanguard has communicated anyway to the
party that it was supporting this strike movement.Thus the
party had to accept this discussion and form immediately
commissions of discussion which tried to resolve the demands of
the workers.Where the trade unions supported and participated
in the movement,they obtained Important economic and democratic
improvements and fundamentally secured means of participating
during the application of the programme of economic reforms in
process.The case of Danzig is different.Basing themselves on a
legitimate demand of the working class there was a small
nucleus of the aristocracy of labour,no more than 10% which
together with a series of loglcal demands posed certaln
provocative points which not only did not gain the support of
the rest of the working class but nelther the church or Walesa
supported them openly,

Cde Posadas analysed In 1980 that because of the paralysis in.
the interior of the POUP,the communist vanguard had to support
itself on Cathollic feaders such as Walewsa to break
bureaucratic obstacles and impose a more logical discussion in
the party.This process of discussion and rectification occurs
at a slow rhythm,but Its impulse does not require now indirect
methods but that the working class,the communist base can
infiuence more directly in the party.lt is for this reason that
now the vanguard did not see It necessary to support Danzig
which was isolated and had degenerated.This happened through
the weakness still of the communists in the dockyards,its lack
of authority on some layers of the population and also because
the party did not face upto the situation completely.The
leadership does not have confidence in the working class and it
fears it otherwise the leaders of the POUP and of the

Continued on Page 4




The Policy of the USSR in Afghanistan, the defeat of

RESOLUTION OF THE

Yankee imperialism and the perspectives of the

revolution with the so-called retreat of the Soviet Army.

withdrawal of the soviet
and some polints of defence

The still very limited
troops from some cltles

has been accompanied with the moving salutes of
t+he Afghan people.Together with thewlithdrawal,the
sovlets have left behind the most modern arms and
in profusion for +the Afghan army and tThey have
been replaced by soldlers of the Afghan
revolution.¥Within the Soviet Union there was not a
single demonstration of the masses against the
soviet Iintervention in Afghanistan,On the

contrarythe committees of the young veterans which

+hey have established propose with conviction that
they have fulfilled a revolutionary duty in
Afghanistan,defending the frontiers of thelr own
country threatened by imperiallsm and defending
socfalist Internationalism. What s being posed
now In t+the USSR Is that the population wishes to
intervene,to give 1its Judgements on +he policy
which 1+ 1s necessary to push forward,while this
was not discussed In 71979 and even so the soviet

masses supported the intervention of the troops iIn
Afghanistan.What ls posed now Is to se {f there is
or not a retreat In the revolution In Afghanistan

with +he conclusion of t+he peace agreement,if *the
principle of the withdrawa! of +he soviet troops
can ltead really +o a contalning of the counter

revelutionary war plans of Yankee imperialism.
ROLE OF THE RED ARMY,

The Afghan masses,its revoilutlonary vanguard will

advance to a superior stage 1In thelir political
experience.They have matured In a few years whlch
in another stage and In other conditions would

have required many,many years, In the recent filrst

of May demonstration,as also in the last
anniversary of the revolution hundreds of
+housands of people had participated, in a few
years they have Iincorporated actively in the
political f1fe of the country, thousands and
t+housands of people? How Is i+ possible to Ignore
as do the Iltaltan communlsts that +this is one of
the most elevated results of the soviet
intervention? 1+ 1s not a question of any retreat

of the Vietnam type,as the caplitalist press Try to
show Cand indeed part of *the communist leaders

particulariy in ltaly).The Yankee soldiers did
notwlthdraw from Vietnam,they were forced to flee
jike rats with +he reactionary sectors of the

vietnamese who were thrown out by the military and
soclal strength of the Vietnamese masses and also
by the millions of people who mobilised +hroughout
+he world, and fundamentally 1In the United states
demanding that they cleared out.The Yankee tTroops
were sent to Vietnanm to impede and smash
progress,but +he soldlers of the Red Army went to

intervene In Afghanistan to impeil progress.They
have contributed to the development of the
country.They have constructed thousands of
kilometres of aqueducts,given fand o the
peasants,guaranteed the plans to solve the

problem of {lliteracy and defended the democratic

progress from the attacks of the feudal bands. %
is for this that the Posadist international
renders homage to the thousands of soviet soldlers

fallen in Afghanistan.They have not been
participants in any *mistaken war?® but are
soldiers consclous of the workers state who went
+o help a people with +t+heir example,with their

experience and thelir resources,

AN HISTORIC PROGRESS.

The return of +the flrst soviet +troops,together
with the peace agreement signed In Geneva cannot
be regarded as a triumph of Imperialism.ln signing
these agreements Iimperialism is unmasked as *the
mititary support  for the counter revolutionary
Afghans,committed +o stopping all military  and
financlal help,that 1Is  sending mercenaries and
maintaining these bandits,when until now

off the®"heroicvactions
“freedom fighters"™ as the result of thelr

imperialism wanted to pass
of the
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Soviet troops defend progress
in Afghanistan
own capacity and of the supporf brought to them by

the Afghan
Army forms

people.The retreat of a part of the Red
part of a process In which the soviets

are preparing or anyway have to prepare for a
better political intervention,The original reason
for . the intervention remalns valid: +he soviet
workers state cannot allow a counter revolutionary

base +o be established on i+s frontier and afiso It
must continue contributing o the progress of
Afghanistan,which is only possible by stimulating

revolutionary ftransformations and closer relations

petween the two countries. This Is an ineluctable
necessity which does not depend only on
Gorbachev,nor on his plan for an agreement with
Reagan and it Is a necessity which the sovietTs
have no+ renounced in accepting the agreement.The
soviet soidiers have given space to soviet
political feaders without ceasing mititary
preparation to respond to the provocations which

impertialism will

The USSR

continue to organise.

continues developing the policy of

compenetration as was defined by Comrade
Posadas.They continue to seek fto win time In front
of +t+he preparations for war of +the capltallst
system,They seek +o +fry +o divide and attract
capitalist sectors of the world so as tTo separate
them from a military coalition with Yankee
imperialism.The soviets have made no retreat of
importance from +he military point of view., With

the peace agreement in Afghanistan,the soviets are
thinking +o be able +to neutralise or contain
imperialism on a world scale and to  succeed In
other peace agreements in what they call ®"regional
conflicts®, But Iimperialism continues and Is going
to continue I+s war preparations,at the maximum
level of i+s industrial and military capacity. On
the other hand the peoples of the world continue
thelr struggte for emancipation and see that *to
progress they need to advance towards the workers
state.This necessarily places +hem in opposition
to Impertaiism and Jeads them *to ally with “the
system of the workers states.There is no
possibitity of new "Yaltas® in histoery.The
struggle of the Palestinians,of t+he masses of
South Africa,Angola,Mozambique,Ethiopia,Nicaragua
to give only some examples,shows tThis,

in Afghanistan this retation of forces is also
expressed.Since 1979 the revolution has taken
power and with +he help of +the Soviet Union has
realised a very important development of the
country in favour of +the population.The soviet
mititary participation Was part of this
development defending it and giving it security by
impeding and defeating by force the counter
revolutionary forces armed and financed with
thousands of millions of dolilars by Yankee
imperialisnm and Pakistan essentially,.in these
efght years,the country has begun *to emerge fron




the backwardness of feudalism, Together with +the
military help of the soviets,the problens of
filiteracy are being overcome,there 1Is cultural
and scientific elevation,agrarian reform,industry
stimultated by +he 'state and by the USSR and +the
country has been unified as never before In
history.Human reifatlions have been elevated giving
dignity and wequality to men and women,the right
for schools and culture for +the peasants and for
the most Iisolated +ribes of t+he country.What do
the so called " guerilla" movements represent In

all tThis? Oniy the interests of reactionary *tribal
and feudal castes,for which religion 1Is only an
fnstrument of oppression and a cover, Without
doubt they represent a "part of the Afghan

people® but tThe minimal part which only seeks *to

maintain the country in backwardness -and under the
domination of +the feudal lords. 1+ 1Is . these
people that Yankee Imperialism has supplied with
arms and millions of dollars,

Thus 1+ was not a matter of questioning as did

the leadership of +the communist and soclalist
parties in various parts of the world,the soviet
military help in the name of non-

intervention,There was novnon-interventlion® in
Afghanistan,The peace agreement itself between
Afghanistan and Pakistan signed recently between
the USSR and the United States confirms that there
was this Iintervention by Imperialism and declares
that 1+ had +to cease.But 1+ 1is not possiblie +to
think +hat the reactionary regimes from Paklstan
to Saudie Arabja are going to stop liIntervening
agalnst  the .progress of Afghanistan towards a
soclialist experience.They did this in t+he past and
they are going to continue doing I+ even signing
the peace agreements,. The element which can impose
a retreat on these intentions is the very profound
political c¢crisis of the regime in Pakistan where
general Zila has *o propose electlons and as a
consequence the possibillity of changes in the
policy of Pakistan towards Afghanistan and +the
counter revolutionaries established om thelr
territory., The USSR cannot in any case abandon
Afghanistan to the counter revolutionaries and
imperialism.!t needs +to continue *+he objectives
which have determined +the miditary participation
in t+he defence of +he Agrarian revolution in
1979.17% is not a qguestion of extending
bureaucratic power but of extendling tThe workers
state and of tThrowing out the counter revolutlion
as I+ did in Angola and in Ethiopla.ilt was a
decision of +the workers state in a process of
regeneration and not of one or another leader.
Today the USSR discusses openly the overcoming of
the bureaucratic structures and obstacles and
seeks in particular to overconme the lack of
participation of t+he population in the decisions
of the government and of +t+he leadership of the
party, which had presided over the mititary

intervention in Afghanistan, Today with
perestroika,people have the possibility of
expressing themselves and of intervening
more,There has not been the slightest
demonstration agalnst +the help of +the USSR +to
Afghanistan,on t+he contrary. What is in

preparation and discussion now in the Soviet Union
is the search for superior forms of intervention
with the Afghan revoliution. The beginning of the
military retreat Is very Ilimited and very scaled
in time and also very conditional, so that at any
moment the soviets can Interrupt it and return if
t+there 1Is a danger for +the Afghan revolutionary
state. But i+ is also necessary +to help the
reinforcement of the party in Afghanistan,the
formation of cadres,not only technicians or
scientists but revolutionary cadres and soldiers
to maintain the development of the revolutionary

state,s0o as not +o be diluted in +the policy of
"national reconciliation® and to deepen the
measures of tThe ‘social revolutionary
transformations of the country towards

socialism.The soviets have not left Afghanistan in
the hands of the counter revolution and hence *the
Yanks have demanded "symmetry® between the
cessation of help to the "contras® and the
withdrawal of soviet troops.The soviets are not on
this pafh.They can withdraw some of the troops but
they remain wunfailingly in the country,as the
guarantee of Its progress, No backward country has

been able to emanclipate itself from the relations
with the USSR and the workers states.

We invite +he soviet comrades to impel the open
discussion of these principles and the communist
parties who have condemned +he soviet military
intervention In 1979 must make a batance of what |
Afghanlistan was and what {f has become wifth fhe:
revoilution in this period. It Is necessary to see

+hat the Yanks do not Intervene because their's Is

an Intervention against history and against life
and !+ iIs necessary to sustain the struggle of the
Afghan revolutlionaries who want the progress of

+heir country and of the worid and who want *to
advance towards socialism, European
Bureau.6,6.88,

The Nineteenth Conference of the CPSU|
and the progress of partial regeneration.

The 19th party conference of the CPSU Is a continuation of the
process of partial regeneration analysed by Cde Posadas and shows a
continuation of the cleansing process whereby the workers state seeks
to return to its revolutionary origins !lberated from the mire of
Stalinism.The leadership of thls process Is a reforming one rather
than directly revolutionary and therefore the Immense social power of
the workers state acting as the totally conscious leadership of
humanity is still limited,nonetheless the progress Is evident and lays
the basis for greater leaps in the future.The workers state Is showing
that in fromt of all the intimidation of imperialism and all +the
tenacity of the local and central bureaucrats,it has the capacity to
rectify and renovate and fo open the doors to a vet wider discussion.

A most striking feature of the conference was that In comparison
with previous meetings of this sort le Congresses of various types
there was actually an Intervention of delegates who were not simply
uttering platitudes or expressing agreement but openly critical of
specific leaders and showing dissatisfaction with Iiving
conditions(delegates from the Urals for example). Gorbachev himself
aliovwed Yeltsin o speak who directly asked for rehabliitation having
recelved some support from delegates.One participant observed that i+
was difficult to say much on the lssue because they had had no copy of
the speech Yeltsin had originally made.ligachev was obliged o
intervene and attack directiy the “Moscow News® one of the few means
of judging discussions on perestrolka published in the Soviet Union
and distributed abroad.in other words the sovliet masses could see even
If discussion was still very |imited that the old bureaucracy Is being
shifted and that the process will enable them to intervene much
more.There Is no doubt that both leadership and population will be
encouraged to advance further on what they have seen,because before
the conference it was clear that the party caste of priviieged
functionaries had been doing everything possible to contain discussion
and elect thelr own kind.This failed in Its objectives,although thelr
resistance will no doubt persist because corruption Is not confined to
those . In Uzbekistan etc but is part of the whole Stalinist system now
being dismantied,

Continued on page 4
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A Homage to Trotsky
and Posadas.

We make this homage to Trotsky on
the forty eigth anniversary of his
assassination{August 1940) and +o
Posadas In the seventh year since his
death because thelr vision of the
historic capacity of +the workers
state,its  historic role in the
elevation of humanity Is being
totally vindicated by +the progress
now being realised by the workers
state,Trotsky foresaw that in the
event of the resurgence of the world
revolution the conditions for the
decline of Stalinism and the
bureaucracy would be laid and +the
workers state proceed to
regenerate.Fosadas elaborated this
and In the teeth of those who
persisted in the {itany of confusing
the workers state with an eternal
state of Stalinism,he affirmed the
application of the marxist method in
relation o the workers state and the
inevitabiiity of the triumph of world
comnun ism.The bureaucracy stitl
exists in the workers states-and
there are some frightful ones in
China and Rumania- but more and more
they are placed on the defensive and
the example of the progress in the
Soviet Union is going fo have giobal
consequences.

The process in the Soviet Union
will glve an added stimulus to the
world revolution and tends to
undermine completely the conception
of "Socialism in one couniry" which
restricted the influence of the worid
comunist movement in the perlod of
Stalin.More and more the decisive
source of movement in the workers
states will be ldeas,thaet is dynamic
marxist ideas, which place the welght

on the soclal relations of +he
population,the role of the creative
party which learns from the masses

and the fact that +his period has
shown conclusively that the world is
ready for communism.In this stege of
history,all the classics of marxism
gain In lustre and authority.But the
froglodytes who have dedicated their
worthless lives to doubting marxism
and worshipping the fabrications of
capitalism have nothing coherent to
say about the progress of the Soviet
Union.Only the marxist method
mediated through the genlus of
Trotsky and Posadas is capable of
grasping the process of partial,
eventually leading +o the full
regeneration of the workers state.As
Cde Fosadas said it Is rather like a

fllm reel going backwards, in this

case backwards to the spirit of 1917,

There will be delays and
complications but +the road of
progress s in the ascendent,and
there can be no retreat on this.This
stage Is the scientific proof of the
predictions and analyses of Trotsky

ang Posadas.They both confronted the
weight of repression and the
physical resources of capitalism and
the  bureaucracy with  superior

ideas.it is the latter which govern
history not missiles or banks.he
sajute these major figures of history
with all our passion and Jjoy and
thelr continulty is to be found In
the Immense present and future
progress of the workers state and
thus of humanity as a whole.

From page 1

government would promote discussions and assembiies in the
factories. The leadership Is going to be stimuiated by these
strikes because once more it has been able to verify the
maturity of the working class,its objective relation with the

. workers states. The Polish working class has given a new lesson
to the world on how it feels capable of correcting the
bureaucratic vices and deformations without causing any damage
t+o the structure of the workers state.Hence they have demanded
increases of wages and changes in the economic programme ‘o be
able to discuss democraticaliy the measures that needed to be

applied, After having made the strikes they returned to work
increasing the working days and working on Sundays for the
necessary time to recover the production lost on strike
days.The economic programme in process is a concession to the
most backward sectors of the bureaucracy linked to private
property and to the distribution of agricuitural products. in
front of the pressure of t+he debt with world capitalism, they
yiéld to the demands of the IMF imposing a greater sacrifice on
the masses without affecting the private Interests which stii}
possess 80% of the land and which control the most profitable
aspects In the internal commerce.After the referendum which
declared against this programme,an internal debate has
developed which s leading to a questioning of Its most
backward elements.Hence among the best defenders of the
programme of the government we find Walewsa and the top layer
of the church who defend this programme because they see that
the critical discussion In process~and in which the working
class wishes to participate and the base of the party-will lead
Yo a deepening of the structure of the workers state,of the
centralising function and programme of the workers state.

The declsion to confer'speclial powers" on the government in
the application of the programme is not to repress the working
class.Evidently they want to limit their intervention,but the
wgpeclial powers® are aimed fundamentally to control the
empirical elements proposed in the economic programme such as
t+he provision of food,the fulfilling of the plans of production
on the part of the private producers,and the prices that they
are establishing, It is for this reason that the world
capitalist press which has shown itself in solidarity with the
programme of the reforms denounced the decision over the
tgpeclial powers" as distorting the essence itself of the
programme which now passes from "more market and less state" to
"iess market and more state".But anyway the workers state
cannot advance by means of “special powers" but only by the
development of the power of the working class,that Is
rectifying the bases of the sald programme and changing them
+hrough a development of the centralised plan within Poland and
the other workers states gradually elevating the centralisation
of agricultural production and overcoming in this way the
backwardness which is meant by the existence still of agrarian
private property.There is no possiblliity of developing the
workers state by following the injunctions of the FMi,but on
+he contrary it Is necessary to break this dependency as with
the whole of the world capitalist system and to develop on the
contrary,the relation and programme with the rest of the
workers states.,

The difficulty of the church and of Walewsa to intervene is
not because they have been “moderate" but because they have
not had the space which they had in 1980.Then the absence of a
greater initiative of the communists led to a situation where
such a movement of great political significance also produced a
series of empirical conclusions as In the whole peasant
movement,the concern for a peasant trade union and the

inclusion of the church in some aspects of the decisions.Now It
is not the case.The working class,the communist workers and a
part of the leadership has worked and reacted in harmony
resolving problems on the basis of the most legitimate

From Page 3

The economic reforms were not really discussed at least on present
information.On the other hand there were several references to the
need to take into account the needs of the population although this
tends to run counter to the great preoccupation with material
incentives as opposed to communist moral Incentives in running the
economy.The need fo pay attention o the soclal and living conditions
in the agricultural sector was emphasised and it was also stated in
Gorbachevs report that “any change in retail prices must on no account
cause a drop in peoples standard of living".That is the area where the
proletariat will have 1o educate its Ieadership~that is social
relations have more role to play than the famous “economic levers".The
soviet leadership has been at great pains +o stress the need for
greater participation of the masses in the running of the workers
state and in this much has been made of the role of the soviets, buf
in one passage Gorbachev referred to the {imitations of the soviets
and sald" we should also create favourable conditions for the broadest
possible development of direct democracy-on the shop floor, in
neighbourhoods,at public meetings and assemblies and in the course of
discussing major all-Union and local issues" This is precisely where

+he masses can directly make their voices felt instead of constantly
being represented by others.But fo be effective this requires the
adequate policy and programme of the party,otherwise the bureaucracy
can induce apathy. Another important intervention of Gorbachev was to
suggest the revival of the fradition of the Workers and Peasants
inspection that existed under Lenin.if applied this could have
revolutionary consequences because theoretically it would mean the
direct intervention of the proletariat and strenuous resistance would
be offered by the bureaucracy unless they found mean to control it.

The most positive aspect of the conference was the preoccupation to
separate governmental from party functions.This is a fundamenfgt
aspect of partial regeneration because it means that the party is
freed from a mountaln of administrative and economic concerns so that
i+ can concenfrate on political and social leadership and develop
ideas for the further advance of society.ln the specific conditions of
the workers state at present it tends to remove the party from the
arena of economic corruption which has fowered its prestige with The
population and the pressure will be to attract those who desire to
serve the workers state selflessly and not with an eye to economic
benefits-although in this respect the whole Issue of party privileges
has yet to be discussed properly..However the authority of the party
is built basically on its Ilving relation to the masses,how It
responds to the wishes of the masses and hoy I¥s ideas match the
necessities of world history and in the realm of specific ideas and
perspectives iinking the soviet workers state to the rest of the world
the conference was much more |imited and discussion was very narrowly
focused.

This conference of the CPSU has shown clearly the pressure of the
process of partial regeneration,that is the pressure of the structure
of the workers state to liquidate the parasitism of the bureaucracy
and to open the way to the participation of the masses in the running
of the workers state but democracy is not an end in itself bul an
instrument to further the advance of the workers state.The latter
requires ideas and the constant discussion of ideas by the
population.This is where the conference for all its important airing
of the need to develop more democracy and separate party from state
was still quite confined.There is still a feeling of remoteness from
the concerns of the world revolutionary process which would have been
utterly strange to +the founders and leaders of the Bolshevik
party.There was discussion about the internal problems of perestroika
but no relation drawn between this and the immense historic events
such as the insurrection of the Palestinian masses,the general sirike
in South Africa and the student marchers In South Korea demanding
reunification with the North.in practice here we are faced with the
limitations of the +fop bureaucracy in the Soviet Union.They are
obliged to make changes because there is no other way out.The workers
state is maturing and the pressure mounts to get rid of the Stalinist
structure and the distortion of marxism by Stalinism.On the other hand
as Cde Posadas has analysed the top bureaucracy desires to survive and
thus the debate over Ideas ,and the strategy and tactics of +the
workers state in front of Inmperialism is still very l|imited and
certainly not developed with the population. The limitations of the

. conference,the partial separation of +he political from the economic

are due indirectly to the pernicious effects of the theory of

| wSoclalism in one country®. So far the leadership has tried to limif

+he discussion of Stalin to the appalling crimes he comitted and the

- rehabilitation of the victims but the basis of Stalinism was laid in

the twenties and the turning away from the world process combined with

- the  structuring of the bureaucracy.lf the soviet leadership fakes

Lenin very seriously then they have fo see the role of the Third
international and +he basis on which Stalinism destroyed the
international perspectives of the workers state. The dynamism of the
soviet economy Is not an end in itself.lt Is not a question of
developing a soviet "market" where sectors of the apparatus llve very
well and the mass of the world population starve.Even on the level of
developing the soviet economy,social and political levers are much
more Important than purely economic.

i+ is in this area,the whole area of world perspectives that the
experience of perestroika has fo be developed., it is necessary to
deepen the discussion on the origins of Stalinism not just for
academic purposes but to comprehend the depth of its distortion of
marxism. The workers state is seeking its origins and its fulure and
although the nineteenth conference has helped to open some doors and
raised as many questions as it has answered,the political life of the
CPSU has to be fransformed and the soviet proletariat has to be
encouraged to intervene with all its experience.The ideas of Trotsky
and Posadas are fundamental In this discussion.The words of Cde
Posadas apply to this important nineteenth conference.*There Is a
bureaucracy,but the functioning of the bureaucracy is more linked to
the objective need of the workers state... not the bureaucratic
functioning which defends the workers state only to defend the
bureaucracy®,

instruments of the workers state,fundamentally in the
party.Thus the church moved cautlously, now that the initiative
came from the party and not from a movement which i+ could
impel away from the workers state,and alsc because the catholic
base may go to the church and maintains the religious sentiment,
but socially it identifles with the workers state and it sees
fhaf this is correcting itself on the path of progress.The
strikes are going to be a very great contribution to the
discussion and the struggle in the POUP elevating it in the
quality of Its function as leader of society.

European Bureau, 6.6.1988..




The publication of the European bureau's
resolution on the nineteenth conference of
the CPSU has been delayed and will appear
in the next issue of Red Flag.
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transformations and the

closure of nuclear bases

is the only solution

for Britain

After the Gorbachev-Reagan meeting and
the agreeement to dismentle the

group of medium range missiles The
relations between imperialism and the
workers states have returned to the
state © of - diplomatic  unease.The
soviets continue to  refain the
advantage in terms of Initiatives for
suggested negotiations. But ‘the
problem of Afghanistan “has brought
ot the Inevitabie clashing between
the two soclal systems.The yanks have
continued to maximise direct ald to
the Afghan whites despite the Geneva
treaty and the soviets made their
position quite clear;uniess this ald
stopped,they would be obliged to take
other measures.They did and the yanks
protested.This " was® summarily
dismissed by the soviets,without any
hesitation.That is the reality of the
world  situation.The workers - state
cannot cede to  lmperialism,whatever
+he nuclear blackmail ~+the  later
chooses to use.Some in the soviet
leadership may talk about supra class
hopes for International  accord,but
the workers states inevitably clash
with imperialism  because  they
represent different classes,

I+ is Important to take account also
of the speech of Ligachev which
fol'lowed the nineteenth CPSU
conference. |+ deserves a lengthier
treatment, but most importantly it
emphasised: that a more rational
conception of the market In the
workers state did not mean any refurn
+o capitalist society and that the
soviet Unlon stood for a class
diplomacy. Thls statement indicates
the type of discussions which
followed the party conference and is
almed at the endencies in the
bureaucracy and outside who dream of
a permanent peace with
imperialism,The progress of the
workers state requires a deepening of
+he discussions on all issues raised
by the conference and above all
issues on the International situation
including problems in other workers
states.For example why does the
Polish government enter into
negotiations with a wash out like
valesa who now s concerned only to
contaln the Polish workers.? The CFSU
. has 4o learn fo acquire the
theoretical security to discuss with
the masses over all fundemental
internal and international Issues.
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Whereas the Soviet Union registers
progress and the will to eliminate
abuses and re-enters the historic
path set out by 1917,capitalism can
only multiply Its excesses and
mendacity.Thus  the  spokesmen of
capitalism entertain themselves aboutf
the prodigious economic performance
which has meant that British
capitalism has succeeded In reaching
the production level of 1974, If the
Soviet Union could only  claim
that,the sycophants of capital ism
would be tireless In  their
denunciations.The Thatcher govermment

hoped to permanently demoralise the:

population by  unemployment  and
weakening “the frade unlfons. with the
full compliance of sectors of the
trade unlon bureaucracy who see their
lives as. 4otally linked 1to the
survival of capitalism. However In
spite of everything,the population
continues to resist.Capital ism
thought it had won a great victory
over the miners which would flatten
all resistance to capitalist measures
in the future~but the confidence of
nurses, ferry men,car workers
steachers and now postmen has shown
the opposite.Moreover the refurn of
the problem of inflation shows yet
again that capitalism is destined to
repeat  [+self~inflation will not go
away partly because the massive world
capl+alist arms economy stimulates
this,but also because the masses will
not .accept a . lower . level of

subsistence.

The factor  which limits the
intervention of the population is the
attitude adopted by the leadership of
the Labour party who in face of the
crisis of capitalism, seek to contain
opposition under the prefext that
policles of socialism will frighten
the electorate.They justify this by
emphasising the reduced numbers of
the proletariat and the large number
of well heeled petit
bourgeoisie.However these are only
manceuvres. - The problem with this
{eadership is that it belongs to a
previous stage.lt's an apparatus
trained to accept all the bourgeois
interpretation of democracy and when
capitalism s hurt,they feel hurt
with it.Thus as in Germany now or
with Gonsalez in Spain or Rocard in
France,they sesk to cast doubt on the

need for a collectivised economy,put
the weight on & collaboration with
capital  and refuse ‘o conduct
struggles against the arms budgets
and. nuclear arms of capltalism. This
is not the stage of reforming the
capitalist system and thus they
refuse to wage a serious siruggle
against anything. i+ Is a gross
sbuse of the democracy which the
courtiers of caplfalism are always
prattiing about, that the feachers
union . should be  deprived of
negotiating rights,but no campaign is
made on this issue,and this Is but
one . example.it - has  become a
commonplace - in Britain to -say that

there . .is - no- opposition.The Kinnock

leadership - Is quite content to say
that the left Is the cause of all the
trouble because they refuse to shut
up and persist in talking about old
fashioned socialism.All this is very
eynical and shows that a leadership
which answers to the situation will
have to develop on a new basispartly
from the renewed study of marxism and
associated - with this a  greater
understanding of the process in the
workers states.The present leadership
of the Labour party is amxious to
keep Britaln separate from the rest
of the world,which is becoming more
and more difficult fo do.

As the leadership of the Labour
party claims that on the basis of the
reduction in ®ihe numbers of the

proletariat, it Is lmpossible to make
gains on socialist policles,they show
their fear of the more radicalised
sectors of the petit bourgeoisie who
have frequently voted liberal because
they see the rotten apparatus In the
Labour party.Capitalism does not only
generate the opposition of the
workers, i+ creates opposition In the
petit bourgeosie Irrespective of the
numbers of  the ‘working class.
Moreover in this stage  of history
great cracks appear in the edifice of
cepitalism Itself. The fact that the
church of -England can no longer be
relled upon 1o sustain the viclous
policles of  cepitalism  is an
indication of the crisls within the
heart of the system. The monarchy is
not  untouched by this ~elther.The
crown - prince shows a ‘restlessness
with the situation precisely because
he feels what  wlil there be ‘o
inhertt? The criticisms which he made
about the homeless and -now about
viclence on television enter into
conflict ~ with the  nature of
capitalism.¥hen Tebitt said all this
would end up In soclalism,it points
to the massive crisls of the system
where the monarchy begins to falter
and the basis is laild for Ifs
disappearance. The ~labour  party
teadership and the trade union
leaders who support the policles of
Kinnock turn away from: this,because
they seek To keep the system going.
continued on page 2
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THE INFLUENCE OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM

ON THE CHURCH. J. POSADAS. NOVEMBER 1980.

The most decisive aspect of life is
the objective necessity of historic
progress which has still not been
satisfied; but has generated
fundamental forces and theories |ike
Marxism.Marxism contains and

structures thought on the basis of

the most  advanced method of
anaiysis,conciusion and
application.Science in the system of
private property means to observe,to
understand, to resolve and to
apply;all as separated functions but
not extraneous to each other,in a
process determined by the relation
with private property which functions
in this way.

In this system also the brain of
the best sclentist -is In  whatever
way, educated in the Idea of supply
and demand.This makes him seek,even
if he does not  apply it
peréonaiiy,fhe way. to pay less ‘o
gain more,which is the basis of every
deception and every lie, This is not
the behaviour of the human being at
the beginning of its existence so
that in front of necessity it sought
to obtain with the least effort the
best result possible,Today the social
relations of production,of buying and
selling are determinant and ali the

-scientists who are not marxist are

inevitably influenced by  this
conception of life,

The debate In the ecclesiastical

- and theological hierarchy Involving

pecple l1ke Hans Kung is putting into
discussion the need for the church on
this earth.in reality the principles
of the Fope and of the church are
being examined and those of
dialectical materialism are being put
in their place,even  if nelther Kung
in Germany nor the other theologians
are proposing this.The experience of
life leads to the consclousness of
reality and these theologians are
obliged to show this.Kung does not
adnit to having been one of those who
had -defended the apparatus and the

{ine of the church, but only ten
years ‘ago he was defending what today
he attacks.He was stimulated among

(refers to the polemic of Hans Kung with the Vatican)

other things by Ethiopia and Vietnam
which enlightened him.if the
revolution has thls effect it Is
because in these theologians doubt
already exists,a doubt which grows
with the years, that problems cannot
be resolved with the eccleslastical
principles which they adopted before
and towards which they have
pragmatic sentiments.," To think as
God wishes® means +o accept the
idealism and the power which sustains
such a conception,that is the Papacy.
Today many theologians help the
progress of the  revolution,of
humanity and resolve thelr doubts.

Kung who is geographically far from
Nicaragua 1Is iInfluenced by that
country and In particular by priests
such as FErnesto Cardenal.The latter
was recently in Germany to speak of
religion and the armed struggle,not
of Christ and God.By affirming * it
is necessary to  take up ‘arms,the
problems are not resolved by invoking
God" he expressed a dlalectical
materialist conception, Those |ike
Kung who put in discussion the Fope
and the principles of the church are
the frult of the development of the
worid class strugglie.in Nicaragua

~they do not have enough to eat but

they have ideas and these come +o
them from the Soviet Union.Nicaragua
influences ~ Kung who in his turn
influences a very large sector,

The positions expressed by Kung
indicate that  the church is In
ferment,even If this still does not
appear on the surface.He has in fact
put In discussion all the authority
of the church and the Pope,certainly
a question which has a long
tradition.Now there is the beginning
of a discussion even in the most
impermeable churches such as the
German and French,This shows how
profound is the revolutionary process
which in this case Is not expressed
with bullets,arms and material means
but with intellectual persuasion.The
pressure of the multitudes does not

reach within the the structure of the

church, but the intel lectual

A FAREWELL TO COMRADE EMILIO.

it is with great emotion that we record the death
of Cde Emilio of the Argentinian section.As with

Cde Miller who died last year,Cde Emilic was one of
the last of the comrades of the original team which
Cde Fosadas created in 1945 to form the bases of
both the Argentinian section and the Posadist
International which developed from 1962 t1hus cde

Posadas had a great affection for the comrades who
had accompanied him in the earllest experiences.On
the bases of these, Cde Posadas developed the
essential basis of his thought-the inevitable
regeneration of the workers states and the primacy
of the development of thought in the future path of
humanity, that is human consciousness prevalls over
+he economy,not the other way about.

The cultivation of
marxism ,and the elaboration of
-strength of Posadism.Cde Emilfo and the others of
his generation were a support for all this in

jdeas s the

maintaining the essentiai continuity of marxism.

influence which forces It to reason

does,These  theologians In  their
reasoning, but not vyet in their
conclusions adopt dialectical
materialism, The growth of  the
intel lectual influence of  the
revolution has already shattered the
tripartite structure on which the
church is based: God,the Fope and the
principle ecclesiastics,0f this God
remains, but alone without a
structure on which 1o be based.This
comes from the weight of the
influence on the church, of +the
progressive course of
history,concentrated in the workers
state which teaches how to reason
dialectically and not to be affirmed
on the basis of person, power, nation
or class,

Reasoning  dialectically,the
theologians must  confront  the
contradictions between the living
thought of material tife and the
conception of the ©  heavenenly
{ife.What is being placed in
discussion is above all the
application of a heavenly conception
on the earth but soon the nature of
the heavenly conception will have to
be confronted.Since,in order to think
people have no need of Fope and
church tomorrow I+ will be on the
agenda to pose whet need is there for
God to exist.The presence of these
theologians is extraordinarily
important because thanks to them the
church mirrors how much the necessity
for social transformations is growing
in the world,an  uncontainable
process.When this influence reaches
such a well protected nest and
succeeds In affecting the very top
layers, it means that the church is
falling.Only the skeleton will
remain,as an organised falsehood, but
on the way ‘Yo a profound

disintegration,in  demonstration of

the disintegration of the -whole
capitalist apparatus.Certainly with
all his limits,the extent of Kung's
influence Is much greater +than the
number of his supporters.Within the
church he represents the sector most

sensitive to the revolution.Cardenal
is another exponent of this
clergy,whose most advanced point s
however represented by the church
leaders of Moscow who do not hesitate
to put next to the icon,the poritrait
of Lenin,inviting the faithful 1o
follow his example.The leaders of the
church do not make a speech about
this,but they don't say that any
priest of the Orthodox church
consciously thinks of avoiding the
subject of Marx and Lenin and they
find no contradiction in this.

This has occured through the
influence of the revolution and when
I+ affects non-revolutionary
countries like capitaiist Germany, I+
means a sharp blow 1o the theoretical
preparation of the servants of the
capitalist regime.The church has been
broken into two trunks,one sector is
expressed by Kung and the other by
Lefevre,For Lefevremits necessary to
defend the 1ittie that we have by
hanging on to the feet of Christ,of
the Virgin Mary and of all the
saints®.On the other hand the left
which Is not limited to the parish
priests, but includes. also
theologlians places In discussion all
the principles of the church,in the
church doubt Is diffused and thus the
Papacy has had to re-evalue Gallleo
and with this, . even it
involuntarily,the condemnation of the
church by human Intelligence. The
mystical principles of the church are
false,convoluted in mystery and in
the past one considered them the
frult of Ignorance,of spiritualilism,of

fear,of lack of understanding and of

the empiricism of life,

The criticism of mysticism mirrors
now the clarity of the revolutionary
process and the capacity of the
masses of the worlid,even when they
come from the wmost  backward
conditions,to become protagonists of
the construction of history. The
theologians realise that in religlous
thought a space has opened which
comes filled with marxism,from the
workers states and above all from the
‘Soviet Union.This influences them and

_ determines  in large measure their

attitude, J.Posadas.

The left in the Labour party and in the
trade unions has some difflculty In
intervening with all
force,because the experiences of Stalinism
and the closed structure of British
imperialism have created much theoretical
confusion and issues of principle are
discussed. inmediate issues and
immediate solutions +o Immediate Issues
have been the style.But the advance to
socialism is a highly conscious activity
and requires a firm theoretical grasp of
world process.it Is that which
determines the fate of Britain. At the
fast trade union congress,the EEPTU was
+hrown out and the unfons in a confused
way abandoned the government schemes for
disguising the unemployment issue.lt was a

rarely

the

from page 1

the necessary

control

very |imited blow at the right,because the
real discussion ie the way to develop a
genuine  frade
overthrow the leadership of the EEPTU was
avolded.But what will be necessary to
develop an homogeneous left in the Labour
party and the trade unions, is a stage in
which the clarification of principles Is
linked to an activity outside the
dominion of the apparatuses,oufside the
of the electoral machines.The
existing left in the Labour party and the
unjons can play a role in all this

provided they see the role of the workers
states,who represent the world proletariat
and are the basis for a class policy and
programme in Britain.. ;

union  democracy  and
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THE FAILURE OF THE CAPITALIST ECONOMY BRITISH IMPERIALISM HAS NO INTEREST

IN SOLVING THE “IRISH PROBLEM’’

The permanent concern of wornkd
impenialism L8 how best to confront Zhe
wonhens states and to try Lo modernate
the inten-capitalist conflicts.,.These
ane extnemely severe and noamally would
have Led o intern~- capitalist wan,bu
the need <to maintain some foam of
precanious unity in front of the wornkens
states prnevents Lhis.At vanious moments
conferences ane held by the mafox
impenialist powens Lo Lrny Lo Limit thein
difdernences.Howeven Zhe Aimmense
contradictions of +the wonld capitalist
economy cannoi be nesolved and whateven
the delays 4in the Ainevitable {inal

settlement o4 accounts between the
wonkens states,the wonld masses, and
impeniakism,the Latten cannoi

mitigate,its pnoblems which Zend Zo
accumulate and socially decompose
capitalist authondity.The expendience of
the Thatchen govennment has 2o be placed
within this context.

Aften the debacle of the Heath
government Ain gront of the minens,big
business decided on a sharnp change of
§ront in Britain.,.This in Ltseld
cornesponded Lo the end 0§ a capitalist
cycle 04 necoverny aften the end 04 the
second world war and Zthe growdng
aggravation 04 inten  capitalist
competition.The Reagan administration
was the equivalent process in Zhe United
States, ALL this intensified inten
capitalist competition, was and A4
vastly augmented by the narnowing 4pace
don capitalist development.because of
‘the existence of the wonhens states.lIn
practice the expenience of the Thatchenr
government has shown decisively Zhat
capitalism has faifed in Aits obfectives
and instead of developing a new road as
it has claimed, has simply prepared the
way for profound economic disonder and
endsis and an Antensified class strnuggle
impossible to contain.Attempts Lo build
up Thatcher as 2the great Leader ane
abfect and Ainevitably empty posturning
takes the place of so0lutions.The
disastrous Zunn An the. balance of

payments Ais simply one expression 04
this. The growth of Aimpornts and the
failurne of exponts Zto develop at zthe
necessary rate L5 part of the continuding
debacle of the capitalist economy.

Britain 4is an outstanding example of
the <tendency <towards parasitism which
chanactenises Aimpenialism in its 4inal
stages.Although the thatcherite angument
wasd to make British industry monre
competitive y AN neality British
dAmpenialism was much mone concerned with
the expornt o4 capital.Morneoven such Ais

The Intensification of the war between British imperialism and the
IRA  draws attention again to the fact that the former has no
inferest in a solution to the "irish question".The agreement with
the Republic,that is the "Anglo-irish® agreement was Intended as a
means ultimately,through "good relations® with the South to get the
latfer into Nato,But whatever plans Imperialism has In that
direction, I+ Is not going o abandon the North nor develop a better
social policy towards the oppressed catholic masses of that reglon.
The policy of repression adopted in the north is alsc a permanent
warning to the population of the rest of the British isles. The
Gibralter episode and the more recent shooting of IRA members in
Irefand itself on the same principle, represent the mentallty of
British imperialism for every Issue.The Malvinas war and the
marionette following of every Yankee policy are no different from
the repression in Northern Ireland.

The repression in Northern ireland has to be seen In the context
of the war preparations of imperialism against the workers states
which means the preparation of Iinternal repression against the
population of whatever  Imperialist country.The military
establishment of imperialism is maintained In a constant state of
alert, But at the same time the persistence of the IRA tends o
demoralise the military teams,which then further intensifies the
blind and impotent hatred of imperialism which cannot stabilise its
situation. The demand for the withdrawal of British froopsiscorrect
but it has to be accompanied by a much more positive programme and
policy. It Is thus of very great importance that the labour left and
the leadership of the IRA give a social orientation to the "irish
problem".Neither lreiand nor Britain have a future under the regime
of capitalism.Whole areas of both countries are being left fo rot.
Poverty ,unemployment and the inabilit+y +o develop an economy which
serves the Interest of the population are common 1o both
countries.The dictatorship in Northern Ireland,the bourgeols regime
in the south and the plutocracy In London all have the seme
mental ity-war against the population,

More and more with the development of crises within the Common
Market a soclalist alternative will have +o be proposed.The same
principle applles to the British~lrish situation.A discussion has o
be implemented which poses the perspective of a Socialist Federation
of Britain and Ireland,within which a United Ireland would develop.
This means the programme of social tfransformations and a united
class struggle across both countries.At the very moment that the
struggle over ireland Is accentuated,the Soviet Union in the actions
over Armenia has shown the natural capacity of the workers state to
overcome regional and national disputes.This Is because the workers
state has no speclal interests which hinder the solution of such
issues.imperialism and capitalism have a wmountain of special
interests,class interests which lmpede the solution of natlional
problems.By exacerbating such problems,capitalism always hopes to
diminish  the weight of the proletariat, substitutina artificial

boundery issues for the reality which determines ail,the class
struggle,

NAGORNO-KARABAKKH AND THE NEED

FOR THE PARTY

Both' the handling of events In Nagorno-Karabakh and the

proceedings of the nineteenth conference of the CPSU confirm the
analysis of the European Bureau in its resolution over Armenia~that
the process of partial regeneration in the workers states Is

advancing repidly, totally on the lines predicted by Cde Fosadas in
his texts on that subject.The soviet leadership made no concession
to the local apparatuses in Armenia and Azerbai jan,who were roundly
denounced for the policies which had led fo the criminal outrages in
Sumgait.The local bureaucracy in Nagorno-Karabakh attempted +o defy
the workers state by proclaiming independance in association with
Armenia.This was then endorsed by +the Armenian parilament. This
gives some lIdea of the ‘entrenched interests of the local
apparatus.They are prepared to develop all manner of manceuvres to
defy the centre and conceal their rotten objectives by trying to
utilise the legitimate soclal needs of the populations in these
areas In the service of local interests.These bear no relation +o
the centralised functioning of the workers states.and are exanples
of the local Stalinism resulting from the conception of "Socialism
In one country".In the hands of the local bureaucrats this means
Ybureaucracy for our region with freedom +to pilfer the public
resources to the maximum of our capacity",

its growing weakness that even in
ginancial tenms, British impenialism has
now an undistinguished penformance.The
City of London {famous in yeans gone by
as a centre of British Aimpenialist
finance, has become a centre {fon wonld |
finance,with Brnitish banks having unden
20% of Zhe London banking
market.Japanese Aimpendialism is fan mone
imprnessive,at Least on the economic
plane.Thus in electronics a fundamental
area 4on an expanding economy,British
dmpenialism falls behind through Lack of
Anvestment,This Ais also 2the case 4in
dpace neseanch,Compared with other majon
competitons in the European Common
Manket,British Aimpenialism is well down
in the shane of the wornld marnket., 0§ all

- continued on page 4

The demonstrations In these regions were cerfatnfy profound and
continued on page 4,
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the main — industrial countrnies,it has

been esiimated that only in Britain has
the volume of manufactuning output risen
Less Zhan total outputr oven ithe ZRast
Lwenty five yeans. Despite the chatten
0f a gnreat necovery onganided by the
spokesmen of capitalism,all that has
happened is a form. of the {famous
stagflation-that L4 a stagnant economy
in tenms o4 productive advance but with
continuous inflation.The dundamental
intenests of Baitish impenialism Lie Ain
foneign investment and axms
production.Thatchens mosit necent
counten-nevolutionary visit to Asia was
closely connected with anms sales.But
whatevern Zhe prepanations 2o confront
the soviets, British Jimpenialism no
Longen  has the means to control
anything . which L4 why the shouting and
postuning of Thatcher has a comical

erement.Whatevern zthe centralisation of
capital on ZThe attempt o crush Ztrade
union Libenties,the wonld no Longen
obeys The fiats of British impenialism.
Inten capllalisit compelition L4
augmenting ,whateven Zhe need to
centralise against the wonkens states
and this is parnticularly s0 with the
"Libenation" of the Eunopean Common
Marnket in 1992.

This process is Linevitable,but will only
intensidy the inten capllalist
compelition.British Aimpenialism feels
itself{ to be weak Ain 4ront of the
Franco-Genman block,hence the hostility
0§ Thatchen in panticulan Zo Zhe idea o0f
a ceniral European bank and entening the
Eunopean monetary sysitem. This Ais ZLhe
expression of Zhe clear weakness of the
British economy Ain comparison with the
nest of Lhe mafon European Aindustrnial
powens . As the ally of ‘the yanks in

Eunope,they also fean the
intensification of Eunopean competition
with Yankee Ampenialism, The

propaganda {forn Thatchern has been Zto
suggest that "Britain i8  great
again".But  neality  is exactly  the
opposile.British Lmpenialism L4

weaken than even.Its prospects ane
bleatk and all the problems are
coalescing to define an image of total
degeneration, far wonse than . when
Thatchen came Ainto office.The growing
sdocial and economic Ainstability in
capitalist Europe will rneanimate the
discussion fon a Furopean socialist

perspective 1o be Ainconporated in the

discussions of the Labourn Left.The "fnee
market" of Eunopean capitalism demands
the sLogan of the Soviet Socialist
Fedenation of Eunope,to unify Zhe class
struggle agadinst the dictatonship of
capilial,. ‘

from page 3

are not to be linked with nationalist sentiment but with the desire
for social changes and improvements in the workers state,There were
banners in support of Gorbachev which the local bureaucrats ordered
to be removed.Demonstrations began in Nagorno-Karabakh over delays
in improving social conditions in agriculture,insufficient water
supplies etc.The soviet leadership is now actively intervening to
raise the standard of living of the area and in both Armenia and
Azerbaijan,There is no doubt that the firm handling of +this
situation will increase enormously the confidence of the soviet
jeadership,and Increase at the same time the pressure of the
population for social improvements and greater direct intervention
in all political,social and economic issues.!n their resolution over
Nagorny Karabakh,the soviet leadership spoke of the "principles of
international ism". i+ will be important +to develop this theme
further, not just in relation to the nationalities of the Soviet
Union but to the whole world situation.it is necessary ‘o discusss
also how such a situation arose in the workers states and to share
this experience directly with the soviet population so that the
leve! of everyone is raised and this must be done with the proper
functioning of the party.

4

THE BRITISH “HOOLIGANS” AND
THEIR SOCIAL BASIS.

The violent encounters Europe®,What Is the origin of
between so~called football +this behaviour? Basically this
fans in West Germany where mentality ts ‘connected wlith
British hooligans were the impotence of British
particularly prominent,the imperialism in face of more

gang wars between rival groups powerful capitalisms.The thugs

of again so-called foot+ball who boast of “fhelr
fans in Britain itself and "Britishness" are +rying fo
various disorders in rural assert a social welght and

areas as well, can only be
seen as part of a response of

importance that British
Imperialiism no longer has.The

some‘s:?fors of the youthful latter is extremely feeble in
po?u ? en and ﬂ°* the front of the expansion of +he
majority to the conditions of Common Market.The social
Tife as Pived under composition of the groups who
capitalism.Potentially they participate in the
are the material for confrontations is not made up
fascism.Some of +he hoodiums necessarily of unemployed
speaking of thelr exploits (... .o but layers who are
abr?ad have spoken of thelr employed but feel +he vacuum
nationalist pride.The fasclst in thelr lives.,a lack of
. ' Ed
groups should find mafer!?l soclial Importance of those who
here but what Is important is feel above +he rest+ of +he
tfhat organised fascism has population,but have no means
made so little progress.After o asserting this.The clashes
the stadium disaster iI" With other nationalities s
Brussels in which fascist Lna1o0gous with +the augmented
participation Wwas clear,no competition between the
progfess was made by the curopean capitalist states,as
fascists nor has there been there is no scope for a war

any since, !t does
that these elements

fascist groups have

The British
notorious In Europe
the former Liberal

+o disappear,simply t+hat
capitalism lacks the capaclty
to use them.Everywhere the

build anyfhing which
fall apart subsequentiy.
thugs are

) leader was
obliged at one moment +o say
in relation to +these sectors
+hat the British were regarded
as the "barbarlans of

not mean

between Britain and Germany
are goling

because this is the stage of
the final encounter between
imperialism and the wvorkers
states,the antagonism between
capitalist states  finds
expression in this form.i+ 1is
a very backward phenomenon but
Just one symptom of the
tensions that multiply to the
level of insanity as the whole

fatled to
does not

and Steel

putrefying soclal order of
capitalism begins to fall
apart.

THE ASSASSINATION
- OF ZIA

The assassination of general Zia
and a sizeable proportion of the
general staff of the Pakistani .army
can only have come about through an
enormous  intermal struggle within
the. leading teams of = Yanke
imperialism.The new leaders of the
army are inevitably seeking  to
maintain all the links with the
Yanks as the reactionary regime in
Pakistan has no other ~ social
support,but at the same time the
regime under Zia himself had To
propose elections in the autumn. The
liquidation of Zia has to be placed
in the context of the Afghan war and
is a sign of the extreme despair
which governs the actions of the
agents and supporters of - Yankee
imperialism, There has been an
attempt to place the assassination
at the door of the soviets. But that
does not correspond to their policy
or their needs. On the other hand
the assassination could only be
carried out by people very well
informed about the movements of the
Pakistani leadership, and this means

the top echelons of the Yankee

military.and security services, Since then +the soviets have
The reasons for the assassination actively Intervened against the
stem  from the incapacity of counter revolutionary groups who
imperialism  fo  control  the retook Kunduz, by sending fn their
area.Although the Afghan government air force. The Yankee government has
signed an agreement which In our since accused them of violating The
view was quite treaty which the soviets have
unecessary,nonetheless the Yanks rejected without any concitlatory
have got involved In a war which noises. All this recent exp?rience
they are not going fo win and on has shown that fhere is 1o
which they have spent miilions of possibliiity of a serious truce with
dollars,The Yanks shift most of the Imperiatism. Even If a for a pertfod
money and support to those who want there are adjustments  between
to destroy the regime in imperialism and the workers sfa?es o
Afghanistan-basically invented ,they cannot last long,because the
people,and there are disagreements very existence of the workers states
with other factions who do not find provides a permanent example for
this line = acceptable.Zlia  had humanity to fol low against
supported the guerllila groups but capitalism and Tmperialism.But what
may have been found wanting for the soviets have fo discuss is not
whatever reason in the new process simply the continuation of mifitary

in Afghanistan.it is important to aid to Afghanistan against the
Afghan whites, but how to develop

Afghanistan as a workers state,and
thus an example of soviet capacity
absolutely clear that they were not 15 all the oppressed masses of the
prepared to tolerate any more piddle East and Asia. ~
violations of the Geneva treaty by

the Pakistan authorities.

note that just prior to his
1iquidation, the soviets had made it




Editorial

The intervention of the lef¢

in the LP conference
reaffirms the anti capitalist
programme

Statification of main industries and banks
Unilateral nuclear disarmament

The internal changes in the workers states +end Yo release forces
+hat have been contained hitherto by the bursaucracy and accentuate
the attraction of the workers states externally as the organisers
objectively of humanity,This further +ilts the world balance of
forces against imperialism,demoralising and paralysing its forces.it
is only necessary to compare the recent confersnce of the CPSU which
attracted the whole interest of the soviet people,and is developing
their initiative  end exposing the social evils of bureaucratic
power with the fiasco of the North American Presidential elections.
There such. is the putrefying nature of the system,no  honest
discussion is possibie.No real repressntation of the North American
masses exists and the democrats are as afrald of developing a
consistent communication with the mass of the population as are the
republicans.Thus the Dukakis team have never developed a campalgn
likely to.interest the broad masses of the population bescause they
fear that such a discussion would Imperil the capitalist system as a
whole and hence they give Bush a lifeline.The electoral campaign
has given the impression of a social system rejected by the mass of
the population and with a siege mentality.The world and the American

Contents.,
Page 1

387,

4 November.

Editoriai:Sweden.
Page 2.Resolution on the conference of the CPSU
Page 3.Trotsky on Stalin,

Workers of the world, unite!

Subscribe 1o RED FLAG

REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS PARTY

fY88r ... eree . £5,00
Qrder from
IV imternationsl Publications,
24, Cranbourn Street,
Lendon W.C.2.
Cmau pavabie to:-

Monthly organ of the 4V intornations! Publiestions’

{ BRITISH SECTION OF THE IV INTERNATIONAL {(POSADIST)
PRICE 20p

1988,

Linked Yo this discussion was the
equally important intervention of
the left on the lssue of unilateral
disarmament,There the TOWU defended
the LP policy of unilateral
disarmament,aithough at the same
time they had supported the Kinnock=
Hattersiey leadership against the
left candidates of Benn etc.Kinnock
made light of this because It is
typical of the LP leadership that
democracy in thelr eyes is dewocracy
for them and conference can thus be
ignored.Nonetheless the resoiution

shows the numerical strength of the

Triumph of the& left
in Swedish elections.

Based on a letter from a Swedish comrade.

The general elections in. Sweden have meant 2 vietory for the
forces of the left and a total defeat for the bourgeois parties.Not
since the second world war have the conservatives and Iiberal
parties lost so many votes as now. At the same +ime the vote for the

i+ shows a fundamental

people are united against Yankee imperialism,

f,?;?::d of ;: © !g;rwmch‘ aé: ﬂi? comunist party has increased,as has the vofe for the greens who now
homogeneity.  Capitalism  greatly | enter the riksdag for the first time with twenty MPs, The vote for
bewails the "block® vote of the | 4ne greens is very significant because

unions as they always seek 7o

The recent conference of the Labour
party has brought out yet agaln the
clash between those sectors who seek
to develop a consistent class
orientation and those linked to the
most backward layers of the trads
unfon buresucracy and the seskers
after {ocal “and periiamentary
caresrs who are dominated by links
with capitalism and want at all
costs to contain the
masses.Capltalism Is  most pre-
occupied with  conferences of the
Labour party because it is there
that they see quite correctly the
feve! of the leadership opposed +o
them.They desire to turn the LP
away from its tendency Yo the left
in the recent periods and return it
to the consensus party of former
{ days.Certainly the LP apparatus is
very resistent Yo any consistent
left orientation and it is notorious
that conference decisions are to be
put aside when faced with the
“regponsibilities of  power® e
helping capitallism, it is possible
for the leaderships +o do this
because they are not confronting a
raal party rooted firmly In the
poputation but an electoral machine
with littie continuity of political
life or discussion. But despite the
profound links of the Labour party
with  bourgeois conceptions of
society and the potitical
“eareer®, the world halance of forces
favourable to the world socialist
revolution will increasingly weigh
in Britaln even if not necessarily
in a dramatic way in the immediate
future.The world balance of forces
means that = the workers states

From New

Times

The soviet masses seek to

especially now with the decisive
turn towards a greater soviet and

proletarian democracy are going ¥o

act 3s a dynamic pole of attraction
undfgrmming the war and social
policies of capitaiism.

The most Important aspect of the
conference was the intervention of
the left through Scargil! in
particular to assert a clear class
poticy against capitalism.Kinnock
and his group have no faith in
socialism and live in tow 10
capitalist conceptions.But  they
cannot ignore the famous clause 4 of
the Labour party which specifically
refers to the %common ownership of
the means of production,distribution
and  exchange®Thus  although the
conferance rejected Scargifis
resolution for the statification of
all +the key industries and the
hanks, it supported the conception of
public ownership without specifying
details, Thus the apparatus cannot
throw out public intervention but
they hope to make it palatable to
capitalism,

in order to justify a containmement

of  mass public - ownership,the
spparatus says "we do not want the
old Morrison type of
nationalisation. This is total

humbug because the conclusion is not
dituting statification of industries
by various forms of the "mixed
economy® but the vigour of workers
control .Naturally  the  apparetus
cannot.  accept a revolutionary
measure placing the emphaesis on a
genuine popular control.

infiuance Gorbachev

separate the unions from the LPbut
they are particulariy overcome when
a vote for the teft actually bresks
through the bureaucratic thicket
Howaver demands for 2 more genuine
democracy will Increasse in the LP

which must be linked to anti
capitalist policies At the same
time there must be a genuine

democratisation of the unions so
that delegates represent directly
workers in the factories and places
of work and are open to recall so
that the farce of a few delegates
apparently speaking for millions who
have never been ssked is ended,

The Thatcher government is more
and  more & goverament of the
pesteged and the lost. in spite of
the  interested ineptitude of the
Labour party and a great proportion
of the trade union
feadership,capitalism can no longer
act with & minimum of intelligence
but only with a maximum of brutal
fiat and demented hatred of human

progress.After continuous — reports
of a  marvellous ~economy, The
balance  of payments praobtem

undertines the fact that British
capitaiism Is not the menufacturing
power of former days.The govermment
seeks to argue that it is all the
result of & consumer boom and that
inflation is the problem.The fact is
that British caplitalism cannot
sustain the needs of the population
and hence the rise in imports and It
cannot construct enough houses for

the  population

its economy is  totally
distorted arising from the pattern
of investment and i¥s lack of

interest in the objective needs of
+he popuiation.infiation is not the
enemy.Capitalism is the enswy and
when its apologists talk about the
free market as the essential for
economic advance what they mean is
+he market run according to those
with private Interests,not the
market run according to the rational
supply of human needs.The reality is
that the British share of worid
trade has fallen in the past vear
from 7.5%2 to 6,92 of world
trade.Thus the policy of capitalism
is to reduce benefits to the
population and impose unemployment
so as to compete better with other
capitalisms.The popuiation is
expected to pay for the shambles of
the system, The Thatcher regime

continued on page 4

radicalisation of the petit bourgeoisie which previously supported
the non-socialist block but which now have moved to the left.The
sgreen® vote is basically anti-capitaiist,even though they do not
have this perspective.Nevertheless it s capitalism that s
poisoning the enviromment and to stop +his means to change the
system, o plan the environment.There Is a great deal of poliution in
the workers states also,as a result of the stalinist heritage of
bureaueratic industrialisation,but the system has all the necessary
pre-requisites to overcome this because it can plan the exploitation
of resources for the benefit of the pqpulaﬂon.TMs is a crucial
difference.Cleaning up the enviromment in the workers states is also
part of the regeneration,and it is being donelThe greens do not have

this  systematic perspective,but they are objectively against the
vhole rotien cesspit of capitalism. That Is why this 15 a vrow
to the bourgeois parties.

The vote was as follows

Social Democrats 43.6% 156MPs
Communists 5.9% 20MPs
Greens 5.5% 20MPs
Consarvatives 18.3% 6EMPS
Liberals 12.2% 44MPs
Centre 11.4% 42¥Ps

Thus the SDP and the communists have a sefe majority in the riksdag
and the government aiso has fo rely on communist support although
there s no communist member of the government. The result of the
SOP vote shows the absolute dominance of the SOP in Swadish
politics. Almost half the population vote for this one
party,aithough the total SDPF vote was somewhat reduced this
year,Since the assassination of OLaf Paime there have been & whole
series of scandals-smuggling arms to Iran,the role of the police in
the "investigation® of the Olaf Palme murder and corpuption among
ministers which has shaken the Carisson government.The bourgeois
parties have tried to teke advantage of this but their low prestige
has failed +o benefit from the exposure of social democretic
corruption.The fatter which arises from the long col laboration of
the social democracy with capitalism is only going to be shifted on
the basis of a greater discussion in the Swedish teft on the
perspectives for sociatism in Sweden,that is, bresking from
reformism and i+s capitalist basis of thinking. These elections,as
was also the case of the French elections , show that now such is
the social weakness of capitalism that even confronting workers
feaderships which are feeble,capitalism is inert and lacks the
capacity to appear as a dynamic force.Qur comrade continues

continued page 4




THE CONFERENCE OF THE CPSU AND THE CHANGES IN
THE USSR AFFIRM THE COMMUNIST OBJECTIVE OF THE
WORKERS STATE.

RESOLUTION OF THE EUROPEAN BUREAU ON THE XIX CONFERENCE

The preparation and realisation of
+tha recent conference of the CPSU is
an event of great importance in the
future development of the political
revoiution and partial regeneration
in the workers state.The democratic
soviet base of the CPSU s
extending,with the elimination of
the wmost corrupt sectors of the
tesding spparatus of the party and
of the stete,in this way the
function of the workers state and
of its tesdership is
elevating,increasing Its iInfluence
in the world,the confidence of the
masses of +the worid,of the petit
bourgeoisie and of ths North
American masses in the communist

fmf‘e‘

The life of discussion with which
the soviet masses have
anticipated,sccompanied and

continued The realisation of the
conference, shows the great maturity
which has heen reached, The
conferemnce cenfralised a series of
progressive measures made in the
workers states in the last period,as
regards the political participation
of the population and the cleansing
of the most corrupt layers of +he
political apparatus and in turn
stimilated a most profound extension
of this rich process of internal
changes.The conference of the CRPSU
has been a world event.The eyes of
the world were fixed on the USSR to
see what,how and how wmuch was
discussed in the Comnunist party, It
is the Soviet Union which determines
the steps and the direction of
history,The capitalist system has
fost - atl initiative,lis
cornered,preparing a8 war in which
every day that passes feels like &
defeat. The declarations of Bush and
Thatcher on the changes in the
Soviet Union, that they are
insufficient or are the resuits of
the pressure and the political
strength of imperialism are aimed at
the sectors of capitalism who see no
future in the confrontation with the
workers states,They sre declarations
+o contain the disintegration of the
capitalist front which increases as
a consequence of the progress of the
USSR,

Capitalism hoped vainly for
retreats in the workers
state,retreats to forms which would
undermine its authority in the
world.But the workers state has been
strengthened from this

conference,much more linked Yo its
roots in the first seven years of
the  Russian  revolution,to  the
objectives outiined by the
Solsheviks,by Lenin and Trotsky.The
world centre of capitalism,in the
voices of Bush and Thatcher do not
deceive themselves and krow very
well where the Soviet Union is
going, Sut cannot do anything fo
impade i+,

The soviet masses have fived
intensively ths  preparation,the
reaiisation and +the conclusions of
the recent confersnce.They have seen
that they are imposing a
refationship with their feadership
in which they can express their
maturity,their capacity - and
intel ligence constructed in the last
seventy one years of the workers
state,They feet fresh and capable of
correcting the bureaucratic
deformations in the economy and
society,to eliminate the injustices
and the errogance of power.They
mobilised in various places seeking
to decide on the the character of
the delegates to the
conferenceitrying to incorporate the
most honestt communists.The
population  followed the debates in
the squeres,in the workers areas,in

OF THE CPSU.

the factories and the leadership
contributed +to this,arrsnging the
maximum diffusion of the proceedings
of the conference throughout the
country via the televsion
screens,Millions of +the soviet
citizens for the first time saw how
their leaders discussed and esves the
most acerbic discussions tike those
of Yeitsin and Ligachov or the
eriticisms of CGromyke had a public
character,

The influence of the conference on
the despening of the democratic
process has been immediate.nily a
few days after, a great purge
occured in Siberia where they threw
out dozens of party bureaucrats and
transformed the private reservations
of +he buresucrats into social
centres,The same also heppened in
Moscow where private swimming pools
were handed over to public use,The
feadership which is not remote from
the process is impelled by I+ and
makes strides for which their legs
are not prepared.Gorbachev himself
changes @n route and speaks not only
of “perestroika® but of “revolution
and perestroika®,of “more socialism®
and" we must return to Lenin®,

The present process in the USSR is
2 very profound stage of the process
of partiai regeneration foreszen and
analysed by Cde Posadas.The process,
begun with the liquidation of Statin
and the continuous disintegration of
the buresaucratic apparatuses which
succeaded him, has been the resuilt

of the development of the structure
of the workers state transcending
the obstacles posed by the
bureaucratic leadership,The workers
state needs to extend itseif,to
extend planning beyond national
frontiers,stimulating. in this way
the world revolution end the
confrontation with the capitalist
system,

Such 8 necessity of the workers
state reguires a more prepared
teadership which adapts itself to a
programme  and 2 policy of the
workers state.This camnot be the
ssme as in the period of
Stalin.Hence constantly selections
of these leaderships take place and
within esch leading
group,modifications of policy are
necessary,They are obligaed to changs
their original intentions, in order
to respond to the socialist progress
of the workers state and the
confrontation with the capitalist
system.in this selection and fight
in the bureaucratic  apparatus,
sectors advance who need new and
closer links with the soviet masses
to have the strength and the
influence with which to overcome the
most backward and powerful layers
of the bureaucracy of the party and
of the state.The process has reachsd
a level of struggle and of cleansing
in which displacing and replacement
of functionaries is not
sufficient,but requires the most
active participation of the
masses,The {eadership wants 1o
control and contain the levels,but
the soviet masses go beyond this
with their maturity and
enthusiasm.The masses have not
demonstrated in orderto shout in
despair because they have had ¥o be
quiet for so long.but thay have
demonstrated so as to put order in
the workers state and for that they
have before them the memory and the
teaching of how the Bolsheviks
acted and the organisation of’
Lenin,

The present leadership promoted
the conference with such an
ohjective and  the  conference
combined the best of its iatentions-
the cleansing of powerful
bureaucratic sectors-with the need
for the workers state to develop two
fundamental piliars of its
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structure;the democratic
intervention of the masses and the
leading function of the party.it is
in this way that the conference
attained an importance superior both
to  the expectations of the
leadership and fo the resolutions
finatly adopted,

The masses have verified once more
that their intervention has an
effect and that the objective of
their intervention is correctito
impel the changes in the party.Hence
the interpretation of the bourgeois
press is mistaken because of their
class interest and the Itatien
communists have echoed this when
they say that the conference has
resolved "iess party and more
democracy®,posing these elements as
though they were  antagonistic.in
the CPSU there is an increase of
confidence that it is possible fo
find support In the  masses,and
these~in turn~ see that they can
intervene without being repressed,

World capitalism exerted a
pressure with the same hopes that
Hitler had in 1941, As Fosedas
analysed,Hitler thoped that the
hatred of the masses for the
Stalinist regime would facilitate
the success of his invasion of the
USSR;but "the soviet masses were
fused with the workenrs
state, | iquidated Hitler and
afterwards settled accounts with
Stalin®, Today capitalism plays with
the iitusion that the dismantling of
the apparatus of power created by
Staiin makes posssible cracks and
retreats in the workers state, But
the outcomz is a grester communist
progress which will  influence
immensely the whole world,

The discussion which occured
during the conference was very
limited from the political point of
view.The principal probiems and
experiences of +the world class
struggle and of the construction of
the workers states were not
discussed.The conference had Yo
respond to a powerful pressur?
coming from soviet society,to ths
urgent necessity of the workers
state fo cleanse the bureaucratic
apparatus,The whole of the
discussion,of the initiatives and
proposals centred upon this concern
and these proposals are the ones
that are going to have transcendent
value in the immadiate future of the
Soviet Union., The resolutions on
the soviets and glasnost  express
+he nead to return Yo the experience
of the first seven years of the
revolution. These are the
resclutions which are going to
determine the Immediate course of
the changes in the USSR and which
are going to serve to correct the
most limited and migtaken
initiatives relating ~to  the
economy.There was no delegate who
defended self management of the
factories or private stimulus for
the development of the economy;but

all the interventions were against
the arrogance of bureaucratic power
as the principsl obstacle for the
development of soviet society.

The present process,as Cde Posadas
analysed is not led by @
revolutionary leadership, but there
are layers of the leadership who
advance in their function over the
rest of the statinist
apparatus.These form part of and
stimulate anyway s process which i3
outside the possibilities of control
within the bursaucratic sphere,s
process which destroys the bases of
the existence and reproduction of
+he bureaucracy.in the leadership of
this process layers of this same
bureaucracy participate;the
teadership presents a combination of

necessary proposats for the
extension of the democratic tife of
the masses and for tranparency in
the exercise of power, with others
which in the terrain of economic
matters are aimed to prop up sactors
of the buresucracy and to establish
relations which serve to contain the
fevel of this intervention of the
masses.With the measures in the
economic sphere they want to contain
in part the effect of the measures
in the democratic field,The measures
which they want to apply in the
economy are limited and include a
smal} area of the soviet
economy.This is not going to be able
to distract or contain the concern
of the masses to participate more in
the managing and leadership of the
workers state,

The resolutions on the soviets and
"glasnost” are of great importance
now  that they are retaking
principles of functioning which come
from the epoch of Lenin,The power of
the soviet is elevated through the
decentralisation of a series of
functions which the central power
possessed and through the
affirmation of democratic principles
in the election of the delegates,in
the application of the secret and
universal vote and the limitation in
the duration of the mandate.lt is
the programme which Lenin outiined
for the soviets in 1905 and which he
affirmed in  1917.Following the
insurrection as the political
instrument of the centralisation of
the strikes of 1905,the soviets were
of grest concern to lenin and
Trotsky,the latter of whom presided
over the first and most important of
them,the Petrograd Soviet.

tenin accompanied
+he evolution of the soviets and the
advance of the struggles of the
masses from when they served o
establish the political alliances
in the struggie against Tzarism,

until when constituted in the seat
of power,they passed from baing
successively “organs of the
insurrection®,Yembryos of the -
dictatorship” to Hthe most
democratic state form,more
demozratic than any parliamentary -
bourgeois republiic®.The continuity
of the thought of Lenin today is
present in the new levels which Cde
Posadas foresaw for the soviets
where he analysed the possibility of
efevating the function of the
soviets in soviet society.This is in
a stage in which he himself
considered the possibility of
daveloning in the USSR distribution
"+o each one according to need "
and not Yaccording to  ability".
This is a marxist vision of the
soviets as Instruments of a more
elevated stage of the workers state
advancing to socialism,in which the
popuiation participates in and
directs the course of production and
of the economy,simplifying the
administration of  soclety and
elevating its social
participation,the development of
human relations ‘and  communist
artistic,and cultural life.in this
sense the conditions are mature in
the workers state so thet such
social perticipation is a step
forward and leads in practice
towards the ‘extinction of the
state*,of which Marx,lLenin and
Engels spoke.This does not mean to
eliminate the state now but yes to
elevate the social management of the
economy and of social
retations,giving predominance to the
development of social
consclousness,of science over
empiricismn in relations which still
influence in the workers state,Thus
there is no reason to decide a list
of rights.The soviets must return
completely 1o the leninist
conception in assuming

continued page 3




from page 2

adninistrative, judicial,and potice
functions basing themselves on the
maturity reached by the soviet
pecple to eliminate in a short stage
the coercive character of the state
over the population,The present
leadership proposes the necessity to
regulate the function of the state
on the basis of laws which eliminate
the arbitrery conduct of the most
backward sectors of the bureaucracy
but which in turn contain the level
of soviet functioning which is
impel ling the process,

To extend soviet democracy is an
inevitable necessf?y of the workers
state, just as air is necessary;and
the party is learning Yo  have
confidence in soviet functioning.!n

8 region of Siberia{Onsk) ‘the
comunist cadres mobilised to
question various bureaucratic

jeaders who constituted the
delegation to the conference,Those
interviewed by Unita(paper of the
ftalian CP) said "we did things as
they were always done" or “we did
not expsct that people would be
interested in slecting delegates to
- the Conference".But they accepted
the reasoms for people guestioning
their privileges and were in
agreement with the control of their
mandates.These are the declarations
of psople who do not aspire always
to be buresucrats but who in their
construction and in the life of the
party have learnt to believe that
this wes the way to lead.They are
the lower layers of the bureaucracy
and certainly this would not occur
with all the bureaucratic apparatus~
there is 8 fayer which resists
feroclously its liquidation- but
disintegration is growing within
+his apparatus which now can no
ionger answer with total
homogenei ty,Such 8 situation
facilitates the advance of leading
layers who are more linked to
socialist objectives,This is
reflected in some of the measures
adopted by this leadership 8s also
in the open  discussion,where
Gorbachev together with stimulating
measures opposed to  bureaucratic
functioning polemicised with a
current in  the lsadership which
wanted to go further.Thus in a
conference which was still within a
bureaucratic framework,the pressure

for profound changes was
refiected Of the five thousand
delegates, two hundred voted

according to the principles of
Lenin:proposing an amendment against
the combined function of position of
focal secretary of the communist
party and president of the
soviet,The combination of posts is
utilised transitorily by the
{eadership,as was analysed by Cde
Posadas to make the party prevail
. over the fechnocratic and
administrative apparatus;but now the
security of the party is mature and
aliows the possibility of returning
fully to the principle of Lenin.The
leader of the party cannot be at the
same time the leader of ‘the
state,which can lesd to a perversion
of his function in the party by
submi*+ting it to the possibilities
and advantages of the state
apparatus.The leader in the party
needs the mind to be free of every
secondary preoccupation because he
has to achieve the  highest
ohjectivity allowing  him to
contribute to  the  communist
development of the soviet people.
The role of the party has not
been discussed but the resolution
over the trensparency of its

functioning and the possibitity of
electing members of the Soviets from
elements outside the party,although
applied in a {imited way at this
moment will be a stimulus to the
best forces within and outsidethe
party~fundamentally in the working
class~ to retake the authentic
jeading function of the party.This
not only comes tike an article of
the  constitution  but as 8
consequence of a daily and constant
and intense cultural and
potitical life dealing with alt the

problems,On the trade unions there .

was @a great silence In the
conference.The teadership of
Gorbachev fears and postpones an

open clash with the bureaucracy of
+he trads unions,At the same time he

Continued on page 4

STALIN—HITLER'S QUARTERMASTER.

LEON TROTSKY. 2.9.1939.

We are publishing this article of Trotsky on the Soviet=-Nazi non-
aggression pact as a means of animating discussion in the world
communist ,socialist and revolutionary movements to draw conclusions
on the dynamic process now taking place in the USSR with the
tiquidation of the Stalinist functionaries and the beginning of the
{iquidation of the Stalinist heritage in matters
theoretical.Periodically in the Soviet Union there has surfaced
discussion over the significance of the Hitler -Stalin pact.But even
with the admission of the massacres organised by Stalin there is
stiti a reluctance on the part of layers of the bureacracy to deal
with the fundamental issues such as why did Stelin and his clique
succeed in taking control of the leadership of the workers state and
what effect did all this have on the foreign policy of the Soviet
Union.The reluctance of +the buresucracy to probe into these
problems too closely Is that with Trotsky they face the
revolutionary and they are still concerned with reforming.

However the growing pressure of the soviet population for
democratic changes in the workers state and the pressure for a
party that leads and is not simply an Instrument of despotic power
fs going to sharpen political discussion.This will ocour in spite

EXTRACTS.

of obstacles and . also lack of experience in the understanding and
spplication of marxist method due to the break in marxist continuity
within the workers state brought about by Stalinism.it is necessary
to. diffuse the idess of Trotsky on the experiences of Stalinism
because they are grounded in marxist method.They call a spade a
spade,The analysis is not based on exhortations and turning away
from the class structure of human history.Stalinism waes not just
criminal, it was counter revolutionary;repression of the workers
state internally and conciliation with capitalism,

The workers state is now In process of going back to the
principles of 1917.Returning to Lenin means to return to Trotsky.in
the period of the revoiution, they were seen as one,lndeed we know
that in some cases peasants thought there was just one called
“Lenin Trotsky".The political revolution as was analysed by Cde
Posadas is teking different forms now that Stalinism and al! its
works are in process of being erased from history,but the works of
Trotsky remain as a constant source of training in the marxist
method and the immense human passion which is present in all his
writings gives them stil! an extreordinary immediacy rare in
political writing. )

It is not that the Kremlin feels closer to the totalitarian
states than to the democratic,.This does not determine the choice of
orientation in international affairs.Désp!‘te all his aversion for
the Soviet regime,the conservative parliamenterian Chamberlain tried
with all his might o gain an alliance with Stalin. The alliance was
not reallised because Stalin fears Hitler.And it Is not by accident
that he fears him.The Red Amy Is decapitated.This is not
phraseology but a trajic fact. Voroshilov is a fabrication, His
authority is created artificially through totalitarian propaganda.
On his dizzy pinnacle he remains what he always was,a hidebound
backwoodsman,without vision,without culture,without  military
ability,and even without talent as an administrator,The whole
country knows that.in the "purged" military staff not a single name
remains in which the army could place confidence.The Kremiin fears
the army and fears Hitler.Stalin requires peace at any price.

Before Hohenzollern Germany toppled under the blows of the war
coalition,it dealt a mortal blow to the czarist regime;furthermore
the Western Allies egged on the Russian liberal bourgeoisie and even
supported the plans for a palace revolution.The present incumbents
of the Kremiin asked themselves anxiously: may not this historical
incident repeat itself in a new way? Hed the Soviet oligarchy been
capable of self sacrifice or at least the slightest degree of self
denial in the mifitary interests of the USSR,H would not have
decapitated and demoralised the army,

The simpletons who are “pro-soviet® deem it self evident that the
Kremlin hopes Yo overthrow Hitler. The case Is otherwise.Without
revolution the overthrow of Hitler is inconceivable.A victorious
revolution In Germany would raise the class-consciousness of the
broad masses in the USSR fo a very high level and render impossible
the further existence of the Moscow tyranny.The Kremlin prefers the
status quo,with Hitler as its ally.

Caught off guard by the pact,the Kremiin's professional apologists
now attempt To argue that our former prognoses contemplated an
aggressive military alliance between Moscow and Berlin,whereas in
reality only a pacifist agreement of "Ynon-aggression" was
concluded.Miserable sophistry! We never spoke of an aggressive
military alliance in the direct sense of the word.On the contrary,we
always started from the fact that the international policy of the
Krem!in was determined by the new aristocracy's interests in
preserving itself,by its dread of the people,by its incapacity to
conduct a war.Any international combination has some value for the
Soviet bureaucracy insofar as it liberates it from the necessity of
resorting to the force of armed workers and peasants. And yet the
German~Russian pact is a military alllance in the full sense of the
word, for 1t serves the alms of aggressive imperialist war,

in the last war Germany was defeated primarily because of the lack
of raw materials of the USSR, It is not accidental that the
concluding of the political pact was preceded by the concluding of a
trade agreement.Moscow is far from any thought of renocuncing i+.0n
the contrary,in his speech yesterday before the Supreme
Councii,Molotov stressed above all +the exceptional economic

advantages of the friendship with Hitler.The pact of non-aggression
that is a passive attitude towards German aggression,is thus rounded
out by a treaty of economic collaboration in the interests of the
aggression. The pact assures Hitler the possibility of utilising
Soviet raw materials exactly as Ifaly in its attack on Ethiopia
utilised Russian oil, While the military experts of England and
France in Moscow studied the Baltic map from +he point of view of
military operations between the USSR and Germany,the German and
Soviet experts at the very same time were considering what measures
to take in order to safeguard maritime routes in the Baitic sea for
continuous trade relations during wartine,

Occupation of Poland will assure contiguous bounderies with the
Soviet Union and a further development of economic relations. Such
is the essence of the pact. in Mein Kampf Hitler declares that an
alliance between two states which does not have as its aim the
prosecution of war "is absurd and steriie™it is a military alliance

with a division of roles:Hitler conducts the military
operations,Stalin acts as his quartermaster.And still there are
people who seriously assert that the objective of the Kremlin +today
is worid revolution!,

With Chicherin as mmisfer‘ of forelgn affairs in leninf's
government,Soviet foreign policy considered its real task to be the
international friumph of socialism,and sought incidentaliy,to
utilise the antagonisms among the great powers with the alm of
defending the Soviet Republic. With Litvinov,the programme of world
revolution was supplanted by a concern for the maintenance of the
status quo through a system of Ycollective security".But when the
idea of "collective security™ neared partial realisation,the Kremiin
became .alarmed at the military obligations which were
entailed.Litvinov was replaced by Molotov,who knows no obligation
other than that of preserving unimpaired the interests of the ruling
caste, Chicherin's policy,that is,Lenins essentially was long ago
decreed a policy of romanticism.For a certain time Litvinov's policy
was considered the policy of realism.The policy of Stalin-Molotov is
a policy of unadulterated cynicism,

"*In a united front of peace-loving nations which are r'eaHy
opposed to aggression the Soviet Union  cannot fail to participate
in the fromt ranks",Molotov declared at the Supreme Council three
months ago.What appalfing irony in those words now!.The Soviet Union
has taken its place in the rear ranks of those states which upto
yesterday the Kremlin persistently denounced as the aggressors.

The immediate advantages the Krem!in government receives from the
alliance with Hitler are quite tangible.The USSR remains out of
war Hitler removes from the immediate agenda his campaign for a
"greater Ukraine", Japan remains isolated.With the postponement of
+the war danger on the Western frontiers,one can envisage at the same
time,as a consequence,a weakening of the pressure on the Eastern
front,perhaps even the conclusion of an agreement with Japan. It is
quite likely moreover,that in exchange for Poland,Hitler will give
freedom of actlon in regard to the Baltic states bordering the
USSR.However although the"advantages" may be great,they are at best
of an episodic nature and their sole guarantee is Ribbenirop's
signature to a "scrap of paper.

Meanwhile the war places questions of |ife and death on +the order

of the day for peoples,states,regimes,ruling classes.Germany is
carrying out In stages her programme of domination by war, With the
help of England,she rearmed despite the opposition of France.With
the help of Foland she isolated Czechoslovakia.With the help of the
Soviet Union she not only wishes to enslave Poland but to destroy
the old colonial empires.if Germany succeeds with the Kremlin's
help in emerging victorious from the present war,that wilt signify
mortal danger for the Soviet Union.Let us recall that directly after
the Munich sgreement,Dimitrov,secretary of the Comintern,made
public -undoubtedly on Stalin's order-an explicit calendar of
Hitlers future conguests.The occupation of Poland is scheduled in
that calendar for the falf of  1939.Next in  order
follow:Yugosiavia.Rumania,Bulgaria,France,Belgium.....And then, at
the bottom,in the fail of 1941,the offensive is to begin against the
Soviet Union,

These revelations must undoubtedly be based upon information
obtained by the soviet esplonage service,it is Impossible of
course,to  take this bilueprint {iteraliy~the march of events
introduces modifications Into all such calculations. Nevertheless
the first link of the planwoccupation of Foland in the fall of 193%-
is now being consummated. it is very likely that the brief delay of
two yeears between the destruction of Foland according to the
plan,and the offensive against the soviet Union is approximately
correct,in the Kremiin they cannot help understending this.!t is not
for nothing that they have proclaimed: many times:“peace Is
indivisible®, if Stalin notwithstanding becomes Hitlerts
quartermaster,it signifies that the ruling caste is no longer
capable of thinking about tomorrow,its formula is . that of all doomed
regimess®after us the deluge®,
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yields to a sector which in the
economy supports salary
differentiation e8s a stimulant in
production.They cannot  stimuiate
such benefits or “distribution
according to abitity® without at the
same time the working class having
the possibility of intervening
openly with the recognissd right fo
strike.This is & principle which
cannot be avoided in the “return 10
Lenin" A greater political life of
the ftrade unions s necessary To
intervene in the functioning of the
soviet and in the work
colfectives.in this way the working
class will fesl stimuiated in
production.Already in three vyears
there have been important increases
in production without recourse 1o
“incentives®, )

The economic measures,the promotion
of private interest-whether in the
xclkhoz or in the form of the co-
operatives-or  those of  self
management of state enterprisss have

stitl not had a great
application,Thus the successes in
production which GCorbachey has

announced are not the result of
these measures, but of the climate
of the greater existing socisl
participation which stinulates &
greater contribution 1o the acoromic
development and the social progress
of the workers state.On the contrary
such measures have no perspective.it
is not the first time that these
proposals “~have appeared in the
workers states.in the USSR the last
+ime was in 1965.They have always
been in the desk or served to
Justify an area of smell property
already existing, which is useful to
and is protected by the
bureaucracy.in the formulation of
these measures the desire of part of

+he buresaucratic  apparatus 1o
maintain itself Is expressed  as
they seek to counteract the
democratic measures. .Who decides in
the economy,the soviet or the

market? the soviet or the Xolkhoz?
They cannot contain the progress of
the masses nor  exclude them
completely from the management of
the workers state but with these
measures they seek 1o partialise
their intervention.

it is evident that all +the old
+echnocratic apparatus of economic
management developed by Stalin from
the bureaucrats of GSosplan to the
economic sections of the CPSU,have
entered into open collision with the
develogment of the workers state and
the existing leading group.it -is
necessary 1o consider then that
among the agreesents in the leading
group there are sectors who have no
ideas,nor = experience of . befter
measures and  selieve . that with
measures of private stimulus, it is
possible to dismantle a ‘grest
source of bureaucratic power.le are
as a guestion of principle opposed
to every measure of oprivate
stimulus., or decentralised private
management of  statified property
necause it §s a source of empiricism
which does not resolve problems and
prevents the masses advancing in the
control of the economy.The planning
of +the statified economy and the
monopoly of foreign Yrade are the
essential pillars of  the progress
which has been attained and the
future of the Soviet Uaion. tt has
been buresucratic management which
has undermined and timited the level
of this structure and which has made
passible the enrichment of groups in

power like those who are being
condemnad in Uzhekistan.

Between the existing bureaucratic
planning and socialist planning
there is a whole process which will
combine measures and interests of &
different character and this is so
necause the bureaucracy for a whole

stage is present in the leadership’

of the changes in the workers state.
The structure of the workers state
imposes on the leadership measures

which serve the development of
planning and its extension.in the
structure of  the USSR it s

necessary to consider the maturity
of people which already expresses a
certain resistence to the economic

measures. Thera has not heen
regularisation of  many  small
owners,many prefer +o  continue
operating in the bilack market

necause the Supreme Soviet has
imposed high taxes and there is a
rejection generalised among the
4popul ation of those who sesk to

enrich themselves instead of
working ia a coflective style.ln the
great factories there have been open

disptays of contempt for the
contract workers involved in exira
production

tasks,

These measures of private stimuius
are going to be corrected en route
and wifl “take in application a
different route from That which has
besn  proposed,for ~ exampie  the
oroposal for a greater integration
batwasn sovkhoz and kolkhoz which is
correct Now this means to increase
tha ‘support to the kolkhoz,but a
superior democratic functiomning and
a progress in centralised planning
is going +to serve to attract the
members of the kolkhoz.As regards
the market in the workers state it
is not possible and will not be
possibie for it o play the same
function as in the capitalist
system. The prices in the capitatist
market are imposed by the great
consortiums  who  dominate  the
economy, Argentina could sell meat
in Europe ten. times lower than
present prices which are decided for
+he benefit of the German and French
producers, As for
capital ist¥productivitytone factory
may be very productive but as a
whole,as & system it is very
unproductive.1t is enough to think

that capitalism has excluded from .

production,in the principle
capitalist countries alone around
fifty mitlion unempioyed.And the
cost of production? To produce,
capitalism ruins  rivers,seas,the
air,the water and food supplies;this
does not appsar in the particuler
costs of one enterprise or another
but as s whole it certainly is a

cost,an ~ immense social cost.No
solution to resoive the probiems of
the workers state can come from
capitalism.The evils in the workers
state are the result -of the
bureaucratic pianning which impedes
the participation of the masses.
Productivity in the workers state
must orientate Itself to elevate the

{i1fe. of the soviets, the socialist.

culture of the masses.Production and
distribution must make possible the
participation of the masses in the
leadership of society, placing the
economy in the service of the needs
of society,to plan to elevate the
quatity and diminish the time
dedicated to production.Extending
the time dedicated to culture,to
science and to the soviet will
concentrate for a whole stage the
most elevated aspacts of
culture,sclence and politics. The
soviet as an instrument of communist
culture,this is the objective of the
aconomy - of the workers stateNith
the elbimination of the bureaucracy
the social cost of production is
immensely reduced and with a greater
integration of the masses with the
workers state, both the guantity and
the quality of production would be
increased a thousand fold,All this
cannot be realised without
contralised planning, Planning is
centralised but the application is
decentral ised.Decentral ised noder
must develop the means by which
people participate in the planning
of the sconomy.The frade unions,the
work oollectives,the soviets decide
what to produce,how to do it,how to
co~ordinate supplies,production, and
distribution.in thige process the
comunist party co-ordinates all the
spheres of activity so  that
production serves the development of
human retstions and retlations with
nature and the universe,

This activity in the USSR will
influence *he rest of the worid
communist movement which is far from
understanding the profundity of what
is happening there.The programme of

the so~calied reforms is being
rejected in Poland and China
and,shows its totel fallure in

Yugosiavia where it has led to very

.great decomposition in the party and

in the state, In nons of the workers

states  where the ‘reforms® have
been applied nas there been talk of
putiing into practice the

democractic programme of the USSR
nor do those who polemicise like
F.Castro make concrete reference to
this; it is the  buresucratic
apparatuses which resist.in all this
process it fs the soviet leadership
which has more consciousness of what
o do.

EUROPEAN BUREAU £, 9.1988.
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fike the thugs who tule South
Africa like the regime In Chile and
the - bumbling Presidency of - the
United "States is now tormented with
contradictions. There is constant
disaffection In its own ranks over
its brutal social policy,whether
over child benefit, housing,the
health service etc and there is a
split over the attitude towards the
Common - Market,

Such are the differences within
capitalism that the government is
above ‘all pre-occupied as much as
possible’ to intimidate opposition
within the organs of information.The
decree imposing censorship over news
of +the -IRA and the proposed
{iquidation of the right +o sifence
are aimed to silence opposition in
Britain ie the “enemy within®™ which
includes now sectors  of = the
bourgeoisie who do not accept the
Thatcher dictatorship.The latter is

pot itical

very sick and when Thatcher has Yo
speak of continuing Yo

tead the
party because of problems of the
succession this is an
adgmission of great weakness.The
fact +that she has o intervene
personally to encourage the tocal
conservatives in Bradford to embark
on their policies of privatisation
is because she seeks to act as a
centre of decision when all around
is falling apart. The imposition of
the poll tax,the attack on trade
unionists at Cheltenhamwhich has
obliged even the appaliing
teadership of the EEPTU Yo resct-
and the reckless disregard of human
tife in such disasters as those in
Kings Cross and the Piper Alphe
episode are nof experiences which
strengthen the social support of
capitalism,

Appropriately = the  last

from page 1

conservative conference was held in
an atmosphere of alarums and
excursions.

The {eft in the Labour party has
objectively a better basis on which
to  intervene than ever Dbefore
Everyshere wortd capitallism is In
disarray.Bastions of  imperialism
fike israel,vest Germany and South
Africa alt  show efements of
disintegration in front of the
advance of the Soviet Union, In the
workers stetes all the capitalist
methods  of  “self  management"
and™factory autonomy® are showing
+their fallure,China and Yugoslavia
being but two examples.But it s
necessary that the Labour left bases
itself directly on consistent
comunication with the population
not simply on the electoral machine
of the Labour party.lt has to ifearn
directty from the recent experiences
of the Soviet Union,

28 10,88,

“yhatever the actions of the new SDP government which continues to
be basically a constellation of right wing ministers,the pressure
from the base and outside from the comwnists and the greens will
continue to increase, This Is the fundamental conclusion.it expliodes
the myth. of the mass media that the 1980's is supposed to be 2
reactionary decade.The youth in particular,it has been shown have
moved to the left,and the Issues of the environment~the death of the
seals in the North Sea,the poliution of the forests,the rivers and
+he sea bed-are all important issues which raise a consciousness of
the need to change the system.”.

The Burma

Crisis

The massive and persistent from the rest of the world,it
mobilisations of the Burmese could not WOrk.A one party
population against the present system cen work provided that
regime are a reflection of the i+¢ altows full rights of
elevatlion of +he whole worid discussion snd is based on the
revolutionary process,linked full independent intervention
to the course of partial. of the masses.Bu?t the one
regeneration in the workers party state In Burma became a
states ,For years +the Burmese vehicle for bureaucracy.
masses seemed to be isolated in face of the mass
from the rest of +tThe world, opposition the government made
but now they appear with c¢oncesslions to private
demands for the termination of businesses.Thus it abandoned
+the mititary regime and have state control of nine
placed the emphasis on the priancipal agricultural crops:
need for democratisation.Burma and actually allowed private
fhas helonged to what Cde +traders to export
Posadas defined as the rice.Naturally prices rose.The

category of revolutionary mssses have shown no desire to
states,that is states who have return to caplitaliism,.The
teft the ~orbit of  strictiy brutelity of the ruling group
capitalist states,in that the places them close to the
state has expropriated various burecaucratic castes in lran or
industries and or in part Jjrag-terrified of the masses
collectivised the land,thus and without ideas. imperislism
impeding the -usua! formation will try to intervene but has
and reproduction of no scope becasuse of its own
capital.They are a transitory enfeebled condition. The
form and have arisen because problems of Burma can only
of %the prior faitures of the find a solution in the
international communist development of a party which
movement to construct workers acts in the intferests of +the
states. Their leaderships have masses,.This fesson is being
developed empiricalfly and if more and more diffused through
there is no elevation in their +the worid on the basis of the
+heoretical understanding or experiences of the Soviet
appropriate initiatives from Union, The revolutionary state
the communist feaderships in can only go forward on the
timey,such feaderships can basis of the functioning of
degenerate,as hss been clearty the party and the
the case with the military free,independent intervention
feadership of Burma, Such a of the masses,othervise it
feadership had seen that falls back as in the c¢csse of
capitalism ¥as giving no the "Burmese road".BUf even
sojutions to Burma, but after with this bad experience,the
that they were lost for idess masses of Burma are living 1in
and withdrew into the life of & stage of history which more
ciiques and camarliilas.The and more confines and
examples set by the counter- undermines lmperialism and all
revolutionary teadership in forms of bureaucratic
Chinasa were also the worst imposition.

possible.The “Burmese way to

Socialism"™ proved that cut off
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Editorial

The Labour left must act

as a leadership

against capitalism

The latest intervention of the soviet leadership on a host of
problems ranging from arms reductions to debt defarral for those
countries oppressed oy the imperialist banks, has again demonstrated
the +otal incapacity of imperialism to take initiatives apart that
is from i+s usual practices of killing large numbers of people
throughout the globe and keeping them in poverty.The Yankee leaders
took no notice of Gorbachevs speech when it wes ariginally made and
since then with Thatcher have been obliged to wear their most
sanctimonious exoressions and make i+ appear that they too desire
the well being of mankind-although the opposite is the case.The
soviet leadership is hoping to further widen the differences in the
Nato countriess by causing problems in  West Germany over
madernisation of nuclear waapons and generally creating discontent
over the monstrous arms  dudgets,at  the  same time that
unemployment, inflation and sociat oppression increase in all the
capitalist countries.They know that the weaker sectors of capitalism
desperately seek to sscape the swbrace of the central leyers of the
system dedicated to the preparation of war against the Soviet Union
and tha rest of humanity,

There is no doubt that this policy ‘ ~Thatcher alliance to

does exaserbate the tensions within witl and centralise military and

capitalism and the masses of the

of the workers state,in the sane way
atthough in a different form when
Khruschay said “we will bury you®
to the forces of capitalism,the
masses aiso felt the »rogressive tatt can devalop  much
rols of the workers state.However
the policy of manosuvra has ity
timits,when it comes to liouidating
tha capitalist system as opposed to
weakening 1t.1t is not possible to
dispose of the oproblem of the
capitalist system on the basis of

MPg  yoted apainst the

situation,Although  the

co~operation, imparialism is Yasser Arafat info
beleagured, but to be overthrown States, Thatcher  stood
requires the organised world anti-

1

ARMENIA

We share the profound grief of the soviet people over the disaster
in Armenia.Therz has been a great wave of sympathy for the soviet
people throughout the worid.The. criminals promoting disturbances in
this area are the same breed responsible for the rotten construction
of huildings in Kirovakan stc, Even this terrible experience will be
turned to good use by the invincible strength of the workers
state.

Workaers of the world, unite!
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police controls in western Zurope.
worid see tha progressive intentions The fact that forty left labour

terrorist® bill  and ignored the
instructions of the leadership has
importance, It shows that the Labour

audacity on the basis of the worid

goverament  acts  in  authoritarian
style,its forces sre weak and have
to he measured in a world context
not  just on  the basis
parilamentary game, Thus on the
putting forward  schemes of world issua of the refusal
tha

isolation with ths Yanks

imperiatist,anti~ capitatist front United Nations,That in

and that means orgsnising a limited form expresses the

Communist  international.lenin was
quite clzar on the point,so long as
the oapitalist system exists,there
will bhe war.The workers state
requires as in the time of Lenin and
Trotsky a dual policy of utilising
the divergences within capitalism
and at the same time a perspective
of its revolutionary overthrow,.This
may be s disagreable point of view
to some sectors of the soviet
bureaucracy who would like problems
of reality to float away, but they
witi not and the workers state In
order to develop towards socialism
has to link up directly with the
world revolution,

The workers states are in process,
as defined by Posadas of crises of
growth seeking a leadership which
corresponds to the needs of the
world revolution and the need of
the workers state o
expand, imparialism on the othar hand
is in a crisis of disintegration and
inter capitalist competition
constantly undermines its capscity
to cope with the soviets.The recent
confrontation of Thatcher with the

Beigian and Irish governments over
the Ryan case reflects the tensions

in NATO and the desire of the Yankee

rejation of forces.lisrsel shoots
young people on the West Bank,but
the Falestinians orgenise yet again
a general strike and israel with all
the its mititary  might is
imporent,then Thatcher - recently
visitad the Polish workers state she

tried fto act as a countere
revolutionary centre intervening to
stimulste anti workers  state

elements ,but despite the Warsaw
goverament being in debt fo the
1MF ,her  intervention provoked much
mirth in Britein because pleas for
"fraadom®  in Soland are quite
remote from the reality of shouting
and raving to impose dictatorship in
Britain,

The brutality of the present
govarnment is undermining the whole
sasis of the consensus which gave
stability to British imperialism.But
that arises logically from the
extrames of competition on the world
capltalist market and the war
preparations against the workers
states, it is the terminal condition
of the capitalist system.The attacks
on edugation and the  thealth
service,the feverish programe of
privatisation which is a piratical
exercise to subsidise capitalism,

and the clear fact ‘that a minority
of the population exercises @
dictatorship over the rest ,all this
iays the bases for a labour left to
develop in a marxist direction,The
Soviet Union s in process of
elevating all its human rights ang
the soviet teadership is gaining in
confidence Yo turn the  light of
investigation on lack of human
rights in  Britain and Northern
{refand,This s a most important
exampie whare the workers states are
intervening against a centre of
warld imperialism and helping to
inject  gefeatism in its
structures.Wnen a whole group of
intellectuais linked to capitalism
come out with the charter 88
demanding changes in the elsctoral
system and showing the fragility of
numan rights in Britain,this shows
the fragnentation of the system and
the need for the labour left o jose
its fear of the LP apparatus and
intervene ,aufside the apparatus
directly to the masses.Wnen Kinnock
and his group act so spinelesly, it

is because thay are part of the
crisis of capltalism which is
tosing its capacity to control the
masses as  the workers state
elevates in  steture,The world
capitalist economy is unstable and
Aritalin  is  now facing the
recrudescence  of old problems-
inflation and a weak economic
sase.The bankers taking their very
large cut have to come to the
rescue.The government is relying on
the Labour perty leadership to
contain the opposition ,but the
possibilities for a powerful mass

movement are growing.There is no. .

contradiction hetween winning
support for the Labour party and
defying the apparatus of the LP
which has no fdeas and is being .
undermined  just as the bases of
Stalinist thinking are being eroded
in the workers states., Privatisation
must be confronted with the counter
programme-expropriation of all the
main industries and banks under
workers control ,10,12.88,

End the atrocities against
left militants in lran |

The end od fhe wan
hlow at Zthe forces of
in Iran,who are now

condequinces 04
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Literature such as i+ has existed
has no tonger themes of
today,because it doss not have a
public to which it can address
itself. It has had imporfance when
there were no social struggles,no
parties,no examples and there was no
concentrated progress of
history.Today the workers states are
the concentrated  progress  of
history.The story can no longer
influence as before.Wnat function
can the story, literature play?

i+ has valua when it
contributes to knowiedge,to the
despening of the knowledge of social
reality.But when the parties,the
working class and the workers states
act in the way they. do,it is not
that they reject iiterature but it
is literature which does not find
the way to develop.The proof is the
marked fall of fiterature.

i+ is not a question today of
denouncing the crimes of imperialism
in one country or another.When one
speaks of that;it is an accusation
against the regime,the capitaiist
system,the government and an
expression of sympathy for the
workers,Thus the political effect is
very ltimited.But on the contrary
every good writer-because the story
or the novel is still necessary-
should militate politically in an
open way,and  thusthe novel is an
organisational tendency,othervise
the novel is a comenteary.

The level of knowledge and of
human relations today is supsrior to
the representation of ‘the story
tellers.The novel was born In
inequality,with social disputes and
struggles.To the axfent that the
struggie is concenfrated,it needs
another type of [iterature,necessary
unti! socialism. But it becomes less
and less necessary and it changes
form. 41t is a literature which is

combined with the progress aiready
attained by humanity.For example the
probiem of *1% and nyout, the problem
of a woman with & lover or visa=
versa.What interest has that? Wrat
probiems does it resolve? Or the

The recent municipal elections in
frasi! reflect the advance of the
teft forces and a new stage in the
crisis of Brazilian capitalism.The
Workers Party gained ftwenty nine
percent of the votes in Sao Faolo,
while the conservative cendidate
won twenty five percent.This
represents a sharp polarisation of
class forces.Brizola who leads the
Braziiian sociatist party increased
his votes in Riec de Jansiro.These
elections were opreceded by a
ruthless mititary intervention
against striking steel workers just
outside Rio when three workers were
shot.Such an event highlights the
impotence of capitalism in Brasil to
sofve the enormous problems of the
country.Mario Amato,the head of the
industrialist's Federation may call
for "understanding between capital
and labour® bhut that is a cry of

GARCIA MARQUEZ AND THE FUNCTION OF WRITERS.

J. POSADAS. 19.7.1977.

We are pubilishing this
Sarcia Marguez because it

article by Posadas on
exemplifies +the use of

marxism in desling with artistic creation and its

contemporary setting.,

Today art =nao

tonger oplays

the role i+ once played as in tha PRPenaissance or

even the Nineteenth
fnstrument partiatly
experisnce, |t has

Century
axplaining or
exhausted its

sthat is as an
narmonising
properties as

mere protest.This is basicalty because the probdlen
is no longer to draw attention to rzality but more

and more as Marx
rid of the

property.Thare are still
artist but E] more

indicated

opprassive

to c¢hange it ie to gat

system of private

eanormous thames for tha
powerful art

raguires more

powerful, revotutionary parties and that again 1s

a political issue,

mase of the poor man with six
chitdren and who i3 exploited and
kiited.The *rade union says to the
writerte see all this in the trade
unjon.But what you must write is how
we can resolve this problem and how
we take power.it is not simply a
matter of making a denunciation but
of showing how we take power®.

Today there are the conditions for
“The Ten Days that shook the world"
of John Resd to be written every
day,hecause this corresponds to the
relation which exists in this stage
of history.Before the novalist had a
whole field to denounce,to show the
social inequality,the = empirical
state of human relations and how
brutal they were and to describe the
numan being with all the faults that
existed.Tnis was an aspect of
literature which the French
particutarly ~ developed.The most
profound in this respect was
Baizac.The most satirical had been
Moliere who basicatly would have
peen a communist if he had been in
+his epoch . Marx recommended “The
Human Comedy" of Balzac which is one
of the most complete works becsause
i+ is a class analysis and
characterisation.Hte characterised
+he king,the nobility and the
hourgaoisie.Although he was & writer
who defended aristocratic
relations,he described very well
these relations showing  their
putrefaction,Hte aspired to
aristocratic relations,something
which could not  exist.it was
pourgeois values which decided.He

wrote very well and"The Human
Comedytis a very profound work and
no writer has surpassed BatzacC.

The novel of Garcia Merquez did
not appesr out of the blue.The
suundred Years of Solitude® and "The
Autunn of the Patriarchy” arise from
s counfry in which the working =lass
has not had -] praponderant
role.Hence the Patriarchy exists.ho
ona would have the idea that in
france or Germany or Argentina such
s situation could occur.Thers is no
olace for it.!T i3 necessary than to
measure the situation in ths
country and fo ses what gives rise
+0 all these spparations which means
social backwardness,very packeard in
relation fo the nistoric stage in
Jsnich we live Rut that shows at the
same time +that the resolution of
proglems Is made in 3 concentrated
faghion which Is the permanent
revolution,The problems . of the
MHyndred Years of Solitude™ will be
resolved . with the"Two days of
Proletarian power®,This is not 3
reproach that we make 10 this
conrade o~ others who accomplish a
very important task.Garcia “arcuez
triss to contribute,but the probiem
is the programme and the policy s
+that Iplomia can amerge from
Backwardness.

in Colombia there is no waight of
+the working class and that effacts
the intel lectual and the
worker Mowever  there arg numerous
thames upon waich to write on how to
put Colombia at the tevel of its

The Progress of the Left in Brazil.

atarm of the oproperty owning
classes,rather  than 3
perspactive,

This move to the left in Brazil
sorresponds  both to  internal and
external conditions,The failure of
the military dictatorships and the
incapacity of world imperialism to
do snything save to extract massive
interest from the peoples of Latin
Amarica has stimulated popular
movements throughout the
continent,The defeat of Pinochet in
the recent referendun,the continuous
intervention of the proletarist in
Argentina , the coming to government
of the Borjs social democrats in
feuador,the growth of the left
forces in Mexico with the erisis of
the PRI and the complete incapacity
of the Yankee hoodlums to liguidate
efther the Noriega government in
Panama or the Ortega government in

serious
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Nicaraguas have given an enormous
sncouragement  to  the  Brazitien
masses.The exampies of progress in
the Soviet Unfon giva a renevwed
socialist perspactive to tha masses
of Brasil.

There is no doubt thet ssctors of
the mititary right may hazard more
attempts at a coup in Brazil but the
situation s not favoursble o
them.On the other hand left wing
current will also develop much more
in the army than in thz past and the
weaker links betwssn the military
and Yankee imperialism because of
changed world circumstances do not
give capitalism much security. All
that s happening in Brasii
confirms the analysis of Cde Posadas
that capitalism in Latin America can
only have a superficial and
distorted development.!t  cannot
compete with the Yankee ,Japanese

period. it is not Colombis which
charascterises the  period  but
Angola.it is for that reason that
Garcia went to Angola(referring Yo
an sriicle on the Angolan
revolution) in order %o see and 1o
fee} the character of the country.it
is necessary o write about all that
o aprasent this phase,The
essential quality of the writer of
this stage,is to love humanity.
Normally,the writer only loves
himself,writes for himseif.in
addition he feels the need fo s22
and to refiect constantly,otherwise
his capacity of interpretation and
of observation dectines.The
essential quality of the writer must
ne 10 fove humanity and the same for
the musician,for all those of whom
one used to say that they had

“tafent!,

Bafore the musician of talent wes
one who played something which the
public toved  and they  paid
him.Now,the musician,the writer,the
scientist, must creste works which
respond to the necessity of this
stage of history-on the basis of the
rRussian revolution-to  experience
iove for humanity.This is the sourcs
of avery Type of theme and of  all
efforts to despen the thaeme, the
inexhaustible and limitless road
40 make all sorts of creativework.
in the struggie for the programme of
social fransformations and for the
immediate tasks,in the unitad fronts
and the ailiances +o make humanity
PrOgress, worker,student and
artistic avant-gards is in process
of edusating itself.The aducation
which has existed did not coms from
the jntervention of the communist
parties,but from the presence of the
workers states which show the rosd
1o follow.

At 1s not exhausted,Those who are
exhausted are the artists,Thers
exist good artists but what they
tack {s a theme which has a bearing
on events,.But the revolutionary life
of the party would provide A
thousand motifs, 19 July.i977.

and Furopean capitstisms.it lacks
+he recources and the capital to go
heyond a cartain level of
production.tence the tactics of
capitalism in Latin Americe
osclttate from repression 1o phases
of" democracy®™ hut have no historic
depth.The Sarnay government which
came to office on the basis of the
electoral success of the Democratic

svovement Party which was  an
axtremely mixed grouping, put
forward  in the beginning of its

regime policies to control prices
and gain a popular support but
recently it has gone in reverse
whare wages are frozen but prices
are not.inflation is raging and the
incapacity of Brazitisn capitalism
to answer any of the needs of the
popuiation has fed to  the
disintegration of the DMP.

Continued on page 4
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for superior

Ajraady seven yesrs ago on the
problem of agriculture, | argued
that in the USSR and also in China
there was @& process towards
overconing the present forms of
production,This tends to go beyond
the forms of sovkhoz and xolkhoz,
Thus 1,350,000 kolkhoz have been
reduced to 2 third of their former
nwmbar,The result is the increase
and diversification of production
together with the reduction of
sosts, This sector is managed by 3

TROTSKY AND THE PROGRESS
OF THE SOVIET UNION

The report that some of Trotskys works are to e published in the
Soviet Unlon +o mark the centenary of his birth Is very importent

snd shows Row inexorably the workers state recieims its own,in short.

with whatever siowness,the return to lenin means The refurn hie]
Troteky.Sedov, Trotskys son who remained in the Soviet Union and was
shot on Stalins orders has besn totally rehabitlitated.in the
pressnt phase of pertial regeneration however Trotskys ideas present
some problems fo the bureaucracy not least as one of the soviet
historians said recently, bagause Trotsky was the  Solshevik leader

of stalinism,As vet the
orasent lsadsrship of the CPSU have not presented their positions in
relation to Trotsky,although. it is clear that fthe deiays in totally

who wrote the wost extensive analysis

rehahititating the principle opponant of Staiin is due *o ‘he

problems he ooses for thelr own ideological positions JGorcachey for
example has criticisad him for his excessive confidence,rejected the
idea of a Tommunist internstional and even recently regarded the
Statia Hitier pact of August 1939 as inevitable,However whatever the
attitudes the leadership of this moment adopts towards Trotsky,there
s no doubt that the discussions opened upon his positions and ald
+ha discussions on *thz new policies of the CPSU will gather momentum
and help to bring forth attention to the ideas of Posadas the
jogicat contimator of Trotsky in this period.The fact that Trotskys
works will be sublished in the Soviet Union now Is part of the
wistoric re-apcounter with marxism forseen Sy cde Posadas,

The present ohass of the process of partisi reganeration is
dominated by the fncreasing world authority of the workers gstate and
democratisation within  the Soviet unlon in
sarticular .in the smaller workers states there is much more
confusion and in some comwunist parties such as the Serbian,there is
very great degensration info nationalism and respect for capitatist
sorms MHowever the presence of the Soviét tUnion and the neads of the
workers states to maintsin a2 froat against world imperialism  limit
the effact of the worst elements in such workers states.This is also
truz of China,The diplomacy of the soviet leadership has tfoken
advantage of the senils debility of world imperialism,Moscow is a
constant source of mestings and discussions.Kohl pays & vigit,da
Mita went there recently and  also Mitterand. The worid masses are
greatly encouraged by all this because they see that imperialism iz
unable to  expand and acts fike a hunted creature,meking excuses for
itself, impotemt to contain the worid revolution.Soviet policy is

e measures  of

not revoiutionary and doss not take full advantage of the weskness
af +ha counter revolution,nonatheless tha masses of the worid see a
workars state in  full development and capabis of confronting
imperialism without making The revolution retreat,

The brutal reaction of the most backward lfayers in
Azerbai Jan who see in the process of changes in the Soviet Union a
threat to the mafiz of cligues,resulting from Statinism,wifl not
timi+ the influence of the workers state because the principle of
+he latter is to harmonise ethnic groups,not put one against the
other which is the principle of imperialism whether in lreland or
the United States itself,

As the main workers state,the Soviet Union through Sorbachav has
heen  concernad  to  unify  the  workers  states.Visits to
Potand,Crechosiovakia,and Yugosiavia have been oriented to stimulate
a better democracy in the workers states and the improvement of
relations with China is whatever the specific limitations in the
discussions,part of an objective and necessary coming together of
the workers states,

Armenie and

clique as in a privete form and
with the increase of production,
this will be reinforced,even if at
the same time the weight of the

agricuitural oroletariat increases.

The increase of agricultural
production is not only a technical
prosiem,one of co-ordination and the

The most fundamental need in the process in the Soviet Union is the
nesd to alevate the role of the party,This Is understood in general
terms by the existing leadsrship, particularly in the sense of
fresing the party from antanglements with administration and trying
to link the party much more with the activity of the masses.But a
most  fundamental task is the nsed for a profound political
discussion including with the population.For this to be suceassful
involves a génuine understanding of the phenomenon of stralinism and
+he function of the workers state as a function of the worid
sonialist revolution, it involvas returning to hasic marxism that a
workers state is antagonistic to the capitalist system and the
tatter cannot endurs its existence and necessarily to continue to
exist, plans to destroy it.The soviet lsadership sees that
sapitalism is In a very bad condition, that it is putrefying and
full of despair,that it cannot unify its own forces and it hopes to
take full advantage of this,which is correct,but beyond this it
works empirically,hoping to avoid war but not convinced of this
either,Thus Slyunkov in his spesch on the anniversary of the October
revolution speaks of Lenins conception of peaceful co-existence but
fajis  to 1link this with Lenins conception of the Third
internationai,that is an organisation concerned to organise the
communist parties with the unconcealed objective of liquidating the
sapitatist system.He persists In speaking of the economy as the “be-
all and s=nd-ali of social changeW-but it is not! Soclal and
aolitical relations are primary in a workers state,particularly one
a5 advanced as the Soviet Union.Socialism is a social relation,not
just a higher level of production.it is precisely because of
ewpiricism of ideas and the bresk in continuity with marxism within
the Soviet Union through Stalinism ,that The soviets have delayaed
in the opreoccupation to develop the Comunist party in
Afghanistan.Partly They are hoping to "de-fuse" a2 centre of tension
with imperialism and then hope to advance the revolution "by stages"
and partly they are none too sure on the best way 1o solve the
prohiems of +the Afghan party-some elements of which are very
teft, These are the inevitable complications resulting from absence
of thearetical clarity,

The procass of partial regeneration has affected the Red
Army.There are efforts +o improve the  functioning of the Red
Army,remaving  corrupted elements,paying more attention to the
conditions of {ife of military personei and developing better
relations with the populstion,but there is a desper problem which
needs attention.the need to totally fuse the Red Army with the
political leadership.When there are persistent differences,it is
hecause the Red Army feels a lack of sufficient orientation fo deal
with the threat of imperialism.1t is not just disputes of how much
resources the army should receive but what is its function in
ralation to the  world ravolution,This may not find a direct
expression at the moment, but any discussion of Trotsky brings the
Red Army and its role directly into consideration.Trotsky was its
founder and it is not possible to keep telling iies about his
contribution.The objective pressures from the soviet psople and the
objective course of worid events ars going to require clearer
policies, Wnen Slyunkov has o state quite cleariy"The international
situation remains ambiguous.....the arms race continues,then they
have to prepare for the contingency of war and what are the best
ways to meet it? Posadas said it was necessary to gain
+ime,certainly, but so as to develop discussions with the world

continued on page 4

Soviet Agriculture and the necessity

social objectives.
J. Posadas.

mechanical organisation of
work,This, on the basis of the
improvement of the technical
tevel ,demands also superior

sbjectives and the basis of this is
that everyone must feel they are
delegate, inspector,director,worker,
mother,son, and father Everyone is
necessary and  this is the
prerogative of the human
condition;it is not the machinz
which can substitute for or surpass
the human being,

The machine depends particuiarly on
the mind but also on the hand, indeed
i+ is the hand which has made
technology advance.The latter has
made the intellectual capacity
advance and this has taught the hand
to move on the instrument board
which in turn co-ordinates thousands
of other things.in agricultural work
i+ is important not onty to improve
+he technical capacity, but also the
social objectives of production. in
grest part soviet “oroduction is
stit! destined to satisfy the layers
linked to +he top bureaucracy, from
the local and territorial  sectors
to the leading layer which gaverns

the republic and the entire
country.A very high percentage of
production,according 1o my
saiculations from twenty to thirty
percent ends in the hands of these
layers, in the so-called black market
not as befors but it continues to
exist,

This introduces divisions in the
form of production because necessary
supplies are produced only by a part
of +the structure while the most
important part is dedicated *to
clandestine  production.Unity is
tacking and that leads to social
tensions between the needs of the
worker and the needs of these layers
which is reflected on the plane of
production, There is also the
difference betwesn the worker of the
sovkhoz and the worker of the
kolkhoz, 1f this latter sszes that
with the *rade union he doss not
succeed in confronting the
probiems,he tends to adapt himself
to the situation.if the trade union
dozs not offer political life,doss
not provide for regular weekly
meetings, the kolkhoz worker does not
find an arena where it is possible
to make criticisms and proposals for
change.This becomes an area of
discontent and moves the tensions
sutside the trade union and the
factory;in  this  case  outside
agriculturat oproduction which is
nong other than an open
factory.Agricutture today is indeed

an agricultural factory  and the
sorker in the fleld no longer
corresponds  to  the old peasant

worker. He is simply a2 worker on the
fand nardly any different from the
factory hand. The  perty and the
trade union has to intervene towards
hoth to guarantee the same level.

in the Soviet Union the situation
is changing..Hence among the various
measures proposed by Breznev,he has

continued on page 4




The Angola-South Africa Agreement.

The agreement between Angola,Cuba
and South Africa which means that
the C(Cuban troops withdraw from
Angola whilst the South Africans
withdraw from Namibia is a defeat
for imperialism,sithough it has to
be seen how far Yankee imperialism
continues to prop up the assassin
forces of Unita.The agreement is
not the best solution and iIn some
aspects is a retreat of the workers
states in its direct support for the
African revolution, just as in our
view the agreement to withdraw
soviet troops from Afghanistan was
not necessary.But what is notable in
this agreement Is that it Is South
Africa and world imperialism which
basically has .to concede,ie clear
out of Namibia,lt is true as was
argued by the Organisation of
African states and the non aligned
movement that the i1legal occupation
of Mamibia was not to be comparad
with the presence of Cuban *troops in
Angola acting in support of that
government, Nonetheless the reality
is that the Soviet Union continuss
to sustain Angola and the South
Africans have to get ouf of
Namibia.The soviets cannot aliow
Unita to friumph in Angola~if any

such process occured there would be
convulsions in the Soviet union,
Prior to this agreement the South
Africans had suffered  military
reverses in Angola.They had lost
control of the air and the Cubans
pressed then very hard in Southern
Angola to the extent that the South

African army was faced with &
bloody outcome in  extricating
themselves . Also the internal

situation in South Africa shows a
massive decomposition in the ruling
cligues=white South Africans reject
mititary service,the ruling class is
split  over policies,the black
masses meks no reduction in their
opposition and the sconomic
situation is deteriorating fast, All
this has made thz Botha regime
interested in an agresmemt., After
the failure of the Reagan~Thatcher
policy to develop a successful
procass of confronting the workers
states and the elevation of the
world  revolutionary process,worid
imperialism now desires oxygen and
is glad of some relief,whiie it
continues i+s plans for counter
revolutionary war  against the
workers states in clandestine ways..

from page 3

insisted on the need to develop the
trade union tife of the kolkhoz and
sovkhoz;deveiopment of the ‘trade
union life, led by the factory
delegates, to intervane in the

technical problems of production,it
is evident that he wants to get rid
of a bundie of powers which are
extraordinarily diffuse.Hence the
caution of the present bureaucracy
which in smashing  this sector
would smash a part of itself,This
process has not yet reached the main
body but only the extremities of
the bureaucratic . apparatus.it
remains anyway a problem which they
must confront very quickiy.

in China the problem is a thousand
times worse.The communes created by
Mao were an invention in function
against Khrushchev but without a
party life and proletarian base,
there remained only a structure,The
soviets have succeeded in overcoming
the {imits imposed by Stalin simply
. because they have a proletsrian base
and can count on the army.in China
aiso the cadres of the army are
communist but they do not have a
proletarian base;they have communist
ideas, but they do not have the
experience of the iife and practice
of the party.

It is thus a situation which at the
maximum must be overcome in the next
five years.This does not mean that
there will be a total change but
that there has to bhe an
advance,.;the communes of Mao will
return not only as the recall of a
name Sut as the fruit of ali the
matured richness and experience of
the Chinese masses.J).POSADAS, 14
March 1981,
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The Posadist Trotskyist comrades
are well integrated with ‘the
PT,participate in etectoral
struggles with them and seek +to
develop the PT as a unifying centre
in the anti capitalist struggle in
Brasil,in aliiance with other left
forces such as those of Brizola,

The Presidential Elections in the United States
and the social weakness of imperialism.

The Presidential and other elections in the United states have
shown convincingly the derelict nature of the capitalist system and
the utter sham of its so-called democracy.The bourgeois commentators
were obliged to write of the stupefying emptiness of the campaigns,
sut careful not to probe too deeply as to the reasons for the biand
avoidance of serious Iissues-such as where is the United States
actualty going?

it is particularly important to register this unusually desolate
performance, because it occurs when the process of chenge in the
workers states is gathering force and when there is an immense
effort +o cleanse soviet society of its shortcomings.Aithough the
soviet leadership has adopted many conciliatory poses,it is clear
that the reactionary leaderships of Imperialism led by Thatcher and
now Bush sea little permanent benefit to them  from soviet
soticy,indsed they sense danger ahead and no historic opportunity to
regain social initiatives.Thus the more open the progress of the
Soviet Union,the more wary the leaders of Yankse imperialism,

Capitalism has tried to play doan the most interssting aspect of
the Yankase elections,that is, the phenomenal amount of abstention.!t
has been reckoned that Bush received about twenty eight percent of
tha actual eligible vote in the United states.Although there can be
dispute over the figures,it has been reckonad that eighty nine
mittion votad but the electorate amounts to about 183 miliion.Thus
tess that half voted- mittlons fall to register having no interest
in voting. in 1984 only fifty three percent voted and even that has
now fatlen,Thus the vots for Bush was a class vote of the American
bourgeoisie for their candidate.They all know the precariousness of
Yankee imperialism and want continulty with the class policies of
Reagan and tha absence of a real struggle over a programme was
because hoth Republicans and Democrats nead  ample margins of
manoeuvre and dars not open a serious discussion for fsar of
stimulating sectors of the population Interveming.The incressed
votes for democrats in the Senate and the House of Representatives
reflects the desire for a balance of class interests and sufficient
room for bargaining over the various shares in thz common trough,

i+ Is certain that Bush represents the centres of Yankee
imperialism most involved in the arms industries and that Dukakis
those sectors most Interested in the devalopment of the internal
market but the Democrats know that the situation of the United
states is different from the time of Roosevelt and that to make a
forceful zampaign on soclal issues would endanger the whole system
because Yankee imperialism doss not have the margins to afford
concessions to the masses.Hence the distancing of Jesse Jackson who
could have mobitised the black masses,Indsed the problem for Dukakis
was that such messes would have gone beyond +the control of
Jackson,Any campaign on social issuss would have mobilised the
miliions of Americans who are oppressed by capitalism and Dukakis
preferred a class peace with Bush,

1f there had besn a serious intention to discuss issues the
massive defici+s,hoth trade and budget would have besn central  but
as neither side wishes such a dangerous probiem To be aired,it was
tacitly ignored,Bush actually claimed no great action was necessary
and Dukakis made no objection, Yankee imperialism has "solved! its
orobiems, its vast mititary expenditures by high intersst rates
absorbing vast quantities of foreign capital le blackmailing its
altias., The American elections have brought out the way that
capitalism is beleagured.Yankee imperiatism can no fonger control
the orgsnisation of Americen states for example, 1t cannot reduce
Cuba or Micaragua.it cannot shore up finochet. it can only prepare
for war with the workers states-the hidden programme not talked
about in the elections save through being "firm®" with the soviets,
Bush acts like the system acts-without initiative- "after us the

deluge®.
The American massaes still lack a political centre and the slogan of
a workers party based upon the trade unions is still necessary .But

in all this the activity of the Soviet Union is decisive-the more
the soviets develop a genuine proletarian democracy and tiquidate
the privileged castes which damage the view,the more will the
American massaes find their own initiatives

from page 3,

communist and revolutionary movement on the best ways to confront
and disrupt capitalism ,to state quite clearly that imperiatism is
preparing for a counter revolutionary war and that a co-ordinated
strategy can inflict enormous damage on the capitalist
system,disrupt its war teams and enable humanity to advance from the
nuclear war to construct communism,imperialism has failed in its
efforts to intimidate humanity by nuclear blackmail, it is necessary
+o organise the overwhelming worid forces against the decomposing
capitalist system.The Soviet Union is the necessary centre for all
this.Socialism in one country doss not exist.Socialism is a world
system,
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