Editorial

The policies of the
government increase its
isolation and open the
way for an anti capitalist

united front

Thé imperiaiist powers -sre now wearing the mask of univaﬁsat
benevolence,having been . forced to stop talking about the ¥evil
empire® of communism becsuse the diplomacy of the soviets has forced
them onto the defensive.Nonetheless NATO -is fully cccupied with
character of capitalist society
cannot be changed by a few treaties which In no way, as the soviets

modernisning its forces and. the
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adnit, have diminished the _arms race.Capitaiism and the workers

state have nothing in. commom.The

is  the progress of

civilisation and has Yo .expand,in order to develop into soctansm,w

has to sustain-all the movements which

seek to terminate with

capitalism.The stalinist conception of socialism in one country
apart from being anm intrinsic .violatlon of marxism,was simply a
justification for the pretensions of the soviet bureaucracy of a
former period to justify its abandonment of the world revolution.Now
such is the power of the workers state,even If imperfectiy
represented by its present leadership,that imperialism is obliged to
hang onto its coat talls,hoping the soviets will aliow a margin so
that private property can continue breathing.Humenity has been
sustaining a period of even more unctuous garbage than normai in
capitalist publications,. but the cless struggle is not to be
diverted either nationally or internationatiy. ‘

The continuing change in The

world balance of forces to the

detriment of capitalisn has been
evident In the disastrous situetion
for -the israelis, following on from
the upsurge. of the Palestinian
masses in the occupled zones.This
nas ! continued in spite of the
repression of the israeli
authorities who have shown . an
especial dedicstion for kifling the
young.The fact that the Palestinian
claim for a separate state has been
discussed at the UNO meeting in
Geneva,a direct blow at the Yanks
and that then the Yanks have been
obliged to ‘criticise the Israelis
for their brutel policies towards
the Arabs( however hypocritical the
statement) is a defeat for world
imperiatism as it has been obliged
to concede to the world revolution,
Efforts are being made to make it
appear that the soviet withdrawal
fron Afghanistan  is & military
defeat.This shows how desperate
imper-ialism Is to appear strong.The
soviets . have  adopted  snother
policy,that is all,one which in our
view is insufficient, but already
the feuda! and tribal  forces
sustained by the Yanks show thelr
impotence and no progress can be
expected for Afghanistan from these
outdated reactionaries.

The main capitalist states are now
busity “restructuring® their
economies.Mergers  and competition
exacerbate . the insecurity  of
capitalism, aithough the vast
accumulations of wealth doubtless
provoke euphoria in individuais. The
multi  nationals  increase their

‘concentrations  of capital and

fechno!ogica! capacity,but
capitalism ~ cannot transcend ~ the
national  state  whatever their
efforts and cannot achieve real
unity in front of the workers states
however much they try.The prospects
for 1'he European Common market witd
be ‘a reproduction of “what ‘has
socured already~ the richer aress
witl get Ficher and the
poorer,poorer , There is no
possibitity  of capitalism
stabliising its position in front of
the masses. '

CBritish capltalism’ ‘has already
produced a sharp north-south divide
in which large areas of the country,
particulariy the north end Scotland
are . reduced to . dereliction,whilst
wealth balioons in  the south
east.This will continue with the
Common . market  because capitalism
has no social responsibitity, only
the iron law of maximum profit to
decide everything.At the same time
the row over public health
indicates the inevitable course of
economies  dominated by interests
which ‘are not accountable to the
population -~ but only - to  the
investors. The government may pass a
few laws, but the monopolies can
always avoid them,The probiems of

food poisoning were kept quiet for a

whole -~ period - and * when Curry
sppeared before . a- pariiamentary
commission on the satmoneila crisis
she practically ignored i+.Such is

the real mesning of parliament=

capital fsm pushes it aside when that
institution is inconvenient.British
imperiatism s now reduced o

vandalising = everything.The health
service Is being “economised”,more
roads are to be bullt to sustain
private fransport although the
country 1s so congested thaet London
Is reduced to a standstili.
Education is being led further
a‘!ong into sociat
differentiation.The housing crisis
is worsening because capitalism
refuses to bulld enough cheap
housing to satisfy the needs of the
_popultaion.All the problems of the
environmemt increasse and  the

legisiation of capitalism will be a

facade to permit private property
to continue on Ifs blind path. The
lesson will not be lost on those who
think.The Soviet Unfon s pre-
occupied to :mprove +he conditions

of life ,whilst all that capitslism

can do is advance more schemes to

" make life worse. There Is no

solution to this situation on the
pasis of the ~traditional social
democratic perspectives. They  have
had most of the twentieth century to
change capitalism and the result has
been-Thatcher and dictatorship.Now
the plous Kinnock is proposing o

" abandon unilateral disarmament in

the hopes of gaining hourgeois

electoral support and containing the.

left.The apparatus hopes to win

office . and moderate capitaiismon

the basis that Thatcher will be
discredited and the ofd
pariiasmentary crassness can continue
undisturbed, They hope to use the
more limited aspects of soviet

‘organiser  of

policy¥pluralism® and peacgfé! co~
existence * to ‘achieve a modus
vivendi, ‘However this Is the pipe
dream of the {abour buresucracy-
capitalism is deteriorating and its
contradictions deepen.Only a policy
of social transformations can change
society-statification of the
aconomy ;accountable 1o the needs of
the population,frade unions in the
army and the police,workers control
in “Industry,closing of all nuclear

bases etc.

The policy of the Soviet leadership
has thrown imperialism onto the
defensive In terms of diplomacy but
imperialisam will not be tamed by
diplomacy.its objectives remsin the
same~the destruction of the workers
states,but It is° in a very fine
mess as to how to do it.Thatcher

“seeks “to maintain prestige In

Britain ~ by  dssociating = with

“Gorbachev and  the progress of the

workers state, - ¥hen the soviets
speak of  returning to Lenin,that
must mean  Llenin  complete-the
Boishevism,the
organiser of the taking of power,the

“man who ‘had no illusions sbout the

character of capitalism.The Leninist
peth is the overthrow of worid

capitalism,which Is now living on

~borrowed time. Al this is

fundamental for the organisetion of
the tLabour left for whom there is
no perspective save the experience
of the Soviet Union. 10.2.1989.

Palestinians celebrate the anniversary of the Uprising.
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THE CHARACTER OF THE COMPETITION BETWEEN
CAPITALISM AND THE WORKERS STATES. J. posaADAs
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“Qutside

Yugoslavia, +there no ‘workers state
where ‘workers emigrate to other
countries in order to work.This is
because " “Yugostavia has " self
management.in ati other " workers
states, they : short of
people.Czechoslovakisa “invaded and
destroyed by the soviet ifntervention®
asks that everyone comes +to0 work there
because t+they do have sufficient
workers.Even Hungary and Roumania which

were primarily peasand countries ask for
workers to go there and with good wages.
in the workers states the most backward
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Coh?inued on Page 4.

The  bourgeoisie s not directly
threatened at this moment,because
the government has not decided to
break with the system,buf this does
not diminish the panic of the
bourgeoisie,The annual budget which
the government has presented s
helping the bourgeoisie, because it
feaves the economic  situation
unaffected and Increases the foreign

debt,even though i+ is doing this so

as not 1o make more acute the class
confrontation,But the rapid
decomposition of the government is
showing that there is no space for
such postponements,This Is not only
because the -
decomposition are  Increasing,but
also becsuse +the government Is
losing continuously the points of
social,economic ~ and = political
support which i+ sought to maintain
throughout these . years.,The

symptoms of

elimination of important sectors and
cadres of PASOK  follows the
political asnd  social tendency
towards the left.it is a reflection
of sectors who seek to. malntain
contact with the workers,with petit
bourgeois layers,with the
professional sectors and the
intellectuals in the city and the
countryside who are experlencing the
tack of a solution of the crisis and
seeking a sofution to  the
lef+.Although stifl this
differentiation  in PASOK does not
have the character of differsnces on
the programmatic bases- and this is
because of its. limited tife and

. discussion and of the empiricism of

these sectors-the fact that this is
influenced by the inclination of the
objective process,is an  important
etement which makes It possible to
draw useful conclusions on what has

Printed by The Russell Press. Nottingham

o be done to impel the left In this
stage and sbove all the communist
jeft,

Layers who for a fong time have
supported the policy of Papandreou
now see that the country has not
been sble to secure any progress.But

none place in doubt the large public

sector of the economy and aiso the

contro! which the state can have
over the private economy..... but it
places doubt over the weak policy of
the -government in controlling more
decisively the private sector i.e
the scandal. over the swindles
associated with the Bank of Crete
and also in Impeding the corruption
in the state enterprises. linked to
private contractors and . the bases
for the illegal srms trade,All this
has shown the need for .a popular
intervention in the economy through

THE PROCESS IN GREECE (EXTRACTS FROM
KOMMUNISTIKI PALI, ORGAN OF THE SECTION)

workers control with a programme of
development for the country.Already
the deteriorating economic situation
is teading to zones of poverty and
of the impoverishment of the
population.

The siogan which the leadership of
the KKP(Greek Communist Party)
proposes today of simply resisting
and stopping the sttacks on the
masses, shows that they
underestimate the maturing of the
conditions and of the consciousness
of people.The masses of the country
do not remain quiet, but they see
that on the part of the lsadership
of the teft there is still  not a
complete reply and decision to
assume historic responsibilities as
a leadership of the couniry,Hence
they have a critical attitude not
only in front of the ieadership of

Continued on Page 3




THE DEFENCE OF THE ENVIRONMENT, AND HEALTH

AND SAFETY CONDITIONS AT WORK IS INTEGRAL WITH
THE CLASS STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITALISM.

The capitalist system is in the final stages of its agony,but it
1s also obvious that the more prolonged its stay,the more disastrous
i+s effects on the whole quality of life. The standard of living
cannot be measured by narrowly economic criteria.Even on this basis
capitalism In the most developed - countries,quite apart from the
most backward capitalist countries,in Africa etc, is impoverishing
whole fayers of the population, Capitalism has reached 2 stage in
which it can only offer humanity, catastrophe and ruin.The
capitalist statisticians in Britain for example hold forth on the
glories of home ownership,the large number of people who have cars,
and the interminable number of credit cards. What they cannot hoid
forth on Is the more and more noxious progress of pollution and the
genersl degeneration of the environment.The incidence of acid
rain,the fact that the irish sea is the most radicactively
contaminated sea in the world- where it .Is openly admitted that
radio active waste  has. been systematically dumped- and the
atrocious condition. of the waters arocund many bathing resorts in
Britain, with the high levels of sea and beach pollution, are merely
some examples of the hazardous situation now -developing, These
condi+ions arise not because they are inevitable with technological
progress, but because capitaiism has no social interest in human
beings whatsoever.it has bsen reported that the Thatcher bel feves
+hat there is no such thing as society and that people are only
interested in the welfare of their famiiies.Such a statament can
only emanate from a citadel of barbaric ignorance,but one most
sttuned to the present condition of = capitalism whose only
perspective is preparing war and maximising prpﬁf from the small
areas left to it fo exploit. The profoundly parasitic and anti
environmental nature of capitalism can be seen in the various
statements - relating 1o the discussions. = over water
privetisation.There it is acknowledged that prices will have to rise
so that the expropriators of pubiic property can enjoy their profits
and that they will have to rise even more because the public will
have “to sustain the costs of .environmental protection.This is a
direct adwission of the utterly predatory character of the system.
The population has %o pay for a vital commodity at a higher price %o
that the expioiters can collect more for  their investment and aiso
to pay. more so -that the said predators do not dsmage the
environment, Capitalism cannot pretend anymore,Alf the rubbish about
doing a service for the pubiic s curtly dismissed.Capitalism is
quite clear as if it were saying"we are here fo exploit you into the
ground but wil} not poison you directly, provided you pay us not
*0”. g . .

Suddenly the great leader hes also turned “green"- on the basis
that the population pays capitalism = vast anti pollution sums,while
a handful ‘of -capltalists = take all the profits from whatever
enterprise is involved, This is desperate stuff and brings out the
hopeless condition of capitallism.it cannot maintain links with the
popuiation.More and more It retires into itfs narrow class
cantonment ,making efforts to appear decisive but only showing itself
to be anti socia!,and\anﬂ human progress,fit only for erasure from
human history, At one time it was possible to argue-without great
conviction by the defenders of capitalism that incidents like

Seveso where chemicals killed many people In ftaly, were somehow not
typical of the system and measures would undoubtedly be taken to see
that such incidents did not occur again.But now that position is
unsustainable.The capitaiist system’ in {ts Inexorable dectine is
totally and Inevitably reckless with human {ives.The Greeks believed
that +he “human belng - and thought were the ‘most important
concerns,but for the Imbeciles who run capitalism,the only important
matters are how to get rid of humen beings who get in.the way of
private property and how to stop people thinking about anything but
material objects and how to acquire them. - .

imperialism so far has not launched the nuclear war, but this in no
way prevents its horrendous nature amply revealing itself prior to
that war.The capitalist economy s devoured by linternal competition
which Is constantly augmenting.There is savage competition in each
country ‘and between each capitalist country.On top of that. there is
the social competition with the workers states and the need to
devote enormous sums to milltary expenditure for the war which is to
come.As there are no new -sress in the world to explolt-capitalism
has no capacity to develop Asia,Africa or Latin  America-the
competition becomes more ferocious for what remains.Thus to reduce
costs,rivers and seas are poliuted with industrial waste,hazards
trom nuclear erergy Increase,food Is adulterated- quite spart from
other casualties of the system-the congestion of cities and the
inabitity to maintain public services..As yet we may not  have quite
reachied the level of Mexico city where it is regarded as dangerous

THE ROLE OF THOUGHT AND
THE ECOMONY IN HISTORY.

In their time, the Greeks were able
to concentrate intelligence and the
concern for thought ,but they did
not possess sufficient economic
resources to go any further.For that
to happen another stage of history
was necessary,The most advanced
thought,thet of the Greeks was put
on one side by the progress of the
economy which was accomplished under
stavery eand feudalism,But this
economic progress did not correspond
to the ability slready ecquired by
thought. The Greeks developed the
abitity to think,the concern for the
human being as the essential centre
and from that developed the concern
for nature, the cosmos, the
universe.They developed intelligence
and were specifically - preoccupied
with it.They did not do this as a
function of an economic necessity,
but 1t was a need that arose from
the development of human thought,
The economy,their military strength
did not correspond to this elevation
of thought.The disproportion -which
existed Dbetween the material
resources and the development of
thought  did  not allow the
flourishing of the fatter but that
of wmaterial improvements.Society
developed but the thought which

 answered to a8 necessity and

expressed the concern of humanity
for the relations between it,nature
and the whole of the universe ewas

 retaken afterwards by marxism.

The workers state supports itself
today on these experiences.!t can do

J. POSADAS

in thelr epoch,because now the
historic,economic,political and
social conditions are unified.The
workers state represents. under its
present form,the ‘thought of the
Greeks, What . they thought  was
possibie through the intermediary of
2 limited iayer of the population is
universalised  today;thought shows
itself to -be historically
necessary. The need to introduce and

to develop In society this form of
thought, this intellectual concern as
an essential sctivity of the human
being was just and came in its
time.They considered the activity
of thinking as more important than
war,the economy and power;war,power
and the economy are an
objective,human  thought expands to
the infinite,

The fast of the Greeks communicates
today with all humenity.The first
of the great gladiators communicates
with no one.He remains there as a
statue,a symbol of material power,of
war but nothing else, What unites
+the Greeks to the history of the
world,is the fact that they sought
to give an answer which humanity
needs. From where do we come? How do

" we- understand where we are? Then

marxism deveiops the -concern where
are we going? It is a question that
the Greeks stiil had not posed. At
that time there only existed the
premises for this concern.That was
the function of the

what the Greeks were not able Yo do Greeks,J.Posadas. 12, 8.1978,

+o breathe too deeply because the atmosphere is considered to be
fethai,but the longer the system contlnues,the greater the
possibiiities for a more dangerous environment , the destruction of
neture and epidemics arising from malpractice. It is enough In this
context to consider the controversy in Britain over  eggs and
salmonella poisoning.The issue reflects the need for popular
controls  in the context of public health,There Is a messurable
increase In  food poisoning and it is certein that there Is
insufficient  control of the food producing and distribution

market,The farming interests tried to play down the problem and were

more interested in compensation for eggs destroyed,than 2
+horoughgoing investigstion..As regards vield increasing
hormones,even conservative members of parlisment have suggested thet
the multi national drug companies seem to operate as they please
with 2 complaisant ministry of agriculture.The cuts induced by
capitalism mean thet food inspection is not at the necessary
jevel Similarly deficits in the conftrol of industrial and

constructional undertakings mean increase in Industrial injuries.The

well heeled bourgeois can escape most of the hazards of living under
capitalism because they can live in healthler areas,have the best
food and go away for expensive holidays,quite apart from having
access to the best health care..Alright for some,but not so good for
others ie the working population.Capitalism may try to "modify" its
conduct but without the intervention of the population ilaws can be
passed but will be evaded,in the same way thet capitalism has
another state which exists well outside any par!iamentary control,
The recent remarks of the new chief executive for the privatised
electricity industry are ass clear a statement as could be wished on

From Page 2  Continued on Page 4

Pasok, but also in front of the
feaderships of the left, ...Today
the communist left has the historic

. opportunity to enter on the scene of
history.it is a question of a stage
of prepsration of the only solution
which the country has-goverament of
the left,communist-socialist,with an
anti capitalist programe,...
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the biind stupidity of the system."The job is not sbout shouldering to find work.in the workers states even
national responsibiiities but about meeting contracts, improving 14 +hey do not “have +the standard of
profitablility,seeking out opportunities but exploiting them only if ; living of the capitaiist
i+ pays to do so.He goes on with that reckless abandon typical of countries,compared with the masses of
uncontrol led satraps “our +ask will not be to keep the iights on the capitalist countries,consumption is

whatever the cost ",The Greeks were greatly in advance of this
mentatity which would have excited their scorn for its quatitys,There 186 nothing {ike the - same
rapacity. 1% is certain that there s a deterioration in the poisoning of the water and pollution in
conditions of (1fe for the population,whatever the conclusions of the atmosphere., This is the balance of
the statisticians of capltalism who paint @  picture of .fife forces,This is hHow the standard of tife
pleasing to their masters.Even bourgeois sectors - are affronted by is 1o be measured.This must be discussed

wholesome. and of. reasonable

the demented greed and lack of perspective of the leading centres of o ‘show +he superiority of the workers
capitalism,The fact is that capitalism s a structure of relations - state. . ,
based on the Individual ‘sppropriation of socially produced wealth Another aspect is the concrete progress:
and it has ‘no Interest outside private advantage.The period vhen it .. of  the woPrkers state,the S immense
could hand on crumbs to ‘some socially privileged layers of the . progress of - the " socialbis?t
" general population  has ceased.The appearance of the "Greens " has countries.There 'Is 8 buresucracy and the
shown that ~sectors of the bourgeoisie Itself feel ‘increasingly planning s “bureaucratie -t he sociatl
menaced by the destructive nature of the system.The labour left has effects are the reduction of the
1o relate to all these social forces that as. yet find no centre,it capacity " of “production,of productivity
is necessary to take the struggle outside pariiament,to - develop a ~ and “of the curtural and sclieantiflc
consistent trade union infervention on the issues of the environment development of *the workers state.All
- which increasingly merge with all the usual issues of the class this exists,the ‘bureauéracy is an
sfruggie.wofkef‘s control In al! the main Industries,workers control apparatus which reasons “taking ~into
in all the "privatised® industries to prevent the poisoning of the ; account its own buresucratic interest
pcputaﬂon. Make The cabifa!isfs pay “all the costs fo protect the and this Fimits the o ‘capacity for
enviromnf.!Cosfe‘ffacﬁve means let the explolters pay and not the reasoning, for thianking and for
populationtThe reply to the electricity bosses and all the others of admitting,attracting and accepting
thelr itk is the programme of social - transformations  which scientific,technical and artistte
incorporates popular controf over environmental protection and sees progress that may ‘come ~even from the
that capitalism does not pass its own crisis onto the backs of the \ capitalist countries JBu¥ o as the
population. L confrontation with the capitalist systen

advances,more &nd more ‘the bureaucracy

THE EARTHQUAKE IN AFWENI S B it
AND ITS RESULTS

for this.Hence the crisis in Roumania,in
solidarity and sentiment of peop!e

Poltand and In the German workers state.
in expressing our solldarity with

: ensated  in art  for  the tn the German workers state there are
the people and. government of - the ' inadequacy. The worzers state  has the inter-gshops which are commercial
USSR .om. -the earthquake. . in QuacY » organigations, large businesses which

Armenia, it is important to emphasise . shown Its capacity to cope with

thet - there was an immense unifled
response of the soviet people and
government - ~in . confronting the
resuits of the natural catastrophe,
The. sectors  of . the . buresucracy
resisting change and resorting to
pseudo nationalist . agitstion had
nothing fo contribute in  this
process, in front of the disaster the
sentiment of the people whaether in
Armenia or Azerbaljan was one of
solidarity.Thousands of people in
Azerbaijan returned towards the
aress -hit by the catastrophe 1o

heip,fo  save people and To

reconstruct.That was the sentiment

of the soviet people.The gangs who
had previously attacked soviet

froops - were the sectors linked o
the most backward layers of the
bureaucracy who see their privete
interests  going to the wall.The
removal of the premier of Azerbaijan
is part of the great and conﬁnumg
clearance in the Soviet

Unfon,getting rid of the mafia

bureaucracy which made use of tribal
and clan relationships to cement its
power,

Without question the earthquake
disclosed serious shortcomings in
the actual administration of the
repubfic,that Is lack of preparation
typlcal of the empiricism of the
stalinist  buresucracy.All  this
experience will be assimilated in
the progress of the political
revoiution, For example a nuclear

plant had been constructed taking

into account the possible impact of
seismic  disturbances and  was
intact, schoois,hospitals, people’s

quarters were not bullt in this way

and collapsed. e  soviet premier
Ryzkov dencunced the |imitations and
the siowness of the rellef work,the
fack of co-ordination and urgency,
even if the natural communist

natural disasters,even in countries
such as China and Rumania, blighted
with monstrous bureaucracies.There
the esrthquakes of 1976 and 1977
respectively were soon overcome and
the areas reconsiructed.As regards
Armenia, the inhablitants without
homes have been rapidly accomodated
in the dwellings of other soviet

. e¢ltizens with particular attention

+o the women,children and old people
who for a period will stay in other
regions of the Soviet Union.This has
to be compared with the treatment of
the popuiation affer the earthquake

in Haly who stitt -live in bad
“‘condltions whilst  public monies

disappear Into +he pockets of
private interests. Such is now the
prestige of the Soviet Union that
the big capitalist countries sent
technical aid to Armenia and thelr
leaders “had to ‘adopt poses of
concern  for the Armenian - people.

“ieapitalism’ - attempted < o use

eriticisms made by the soviet
teaders to  suggest  that  the
disaster was made worse by gross
inefficleny and that the soviets
cauld not cope.This was specifically
denied by British™ doctors who on
returning to Manchester said that
the soviets had coped well and that
reports  of  utter  cheos were
unfounded and not objective,

The workers state as a centralised
organ came to the help of the
Armenians and the latter experienced
no sense of separation from the rest
of the soviet people.The  Armenian
paople as much as all the peoples of
the  Soviet Union are behind the
policies o democratise soviet
society,even If  the full power of
the -soviet ' proletariat is not
expressed  sufficiently at this

moment.

sell to the bureaderacy because it alone
can buy “with forelgn exchange and ~the
workers do not have this-only the
bureaucracy and the tourists, R

Caplitalism advances In: lts ecrisiss . -as
it cannot make ~-the var at this
moment,it has ‘to incresse the means . of
competition with the-workers :states and
between the capitalist countries,.With

the workers . states the -~ competition
isjeconomic competition and - soctail
antagonism, The capitalist countries:
compete betwesn themselves on the

economic . plane, - buft soclally not at
atl, As +the process develops acutely and

conclusively, the capitalist system has
no‘poss ibitity of finding an economlc
or ‘social  solution to Tts
problems.Economically i+ cannot find a
solution because 1%+ cannot unite itseif
to the workers states and socially it is
equally impossibie.Thus for what is
capital ism preparing?!lf 1t cannot reach

apy- ERE conciusion L of
agreements,albiances,integration. with
the “workers: state,for what is it

preparing?Capitalism seeks to preserve
itself,seeks to continue by means of
arms  and hence it prepares the war.lt
has not launched the war. upto now
because it is afraid.tt is afreid
because it feels that the war is the end
of its existence, but it has no other
solution to competition than war.Hence
the main economic strength of
capitalism is the production of arms.
Together with this, there are the
revolutionary states which in greater
part are the natursl alites of the
workers states,.Every progress in the
world,vhether in Africa,Asta ~or . Latin
America,any type of progress.is going to
seek alties in  +the. world. and %o seek
fdentification with progress,And with
what socclal regime is progress to be
tdeatified? Any type of progress finds
no relation with. the capitatist
system,The. workers state is the centre
of human progress,?2 12 1978,
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Editorial

The visit of Gorbachev to Britain
is the continuation of the
attempts of the soviet leadership
to timit the confrontation
between the two social systems of
imperialism and the  workers
states,on the basis of a series of
proposais on nuclear arms which
imperialism has found it difficult
+o counter,This policy allied to
the programne of internal changes
in the Soviet union,designed to
destroy the stalinist bureaucracy
and allow 8 greater intervention
of the soviet masses has
unquestionably weakened
imperiatism and placed it on the
defensive.These policies of the
soviet teaders  refiect the
underiying balance of world forces
in favour of the workers states
against caspitalism.However this
poticy cannot solve the profound
tensions between the two opposed

blocks.Even  in  the midst of
diplomatic suphoria, it is
perfectly clear that the US~
Thatcher axis is dedicated o
nuclear “qnodernisation® and
Howe, the foreign secretary

criticised the soviets in the
usual way.Xhrushchev also made &
whole period of “peaceful co-
existence" and even capitulated
over Cuba,but the confrontation
continued hecause two social
systems are at steke and tfruces
can never make a peace.The British
people gave Gorbachev a welcome
secause they see the efforts of
the workers state to advance and
that the workers state means
peace.

The visit did not present any
new important initiatives by the
soviets who affirmed that they
cannot continue to produce more
rasbits out of hats, Gorbachev in
nublin used the opportunity to
speak about the problem of unjust
trials of frish psople in Britain
thus pre-empting all +the usual
capitatist hypoerisy about human
rights In the Soviet Union.He
invited the Queen to +the Soviet

Union as part of the policy of
influencing sectors of
capitalism,seeing also that

Thatcher and monarchy are not
perfectly aligned.

imperiallism cannot be
corrected,only contained and it is
sufficient to see its responses on
a world scale to humasn progress
o see that the policy of the
soviets will in due course end in
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impasse,whatever their efforts at
Ureducing tension®. On the other
hand ths success of the elections
in the Soviet Union encourages the
world masses who see  some
limitations at lesst being placed
on the bureaucracy and a more
fluid situation alilowing greater
discussion  in the  Soviet
Union.The defeat for many party
funtionsries means a shake up for
the party and raises questions
over its policy and functioning.We
do not idealise thsse elections
which in content and form are a
tong way from the Iintentions of
Lenin's "State and Revolution®=
nonetheless +they bode it for
imperialism and help destroy the
prejudices of the world petit
hourgaoisie which imperialism used
to bz esble to use against the
function of the workers state in
the past.To compare the soviet
elections with the stupidity and
fraud of elections in the United
States,especially noting the last
fiasco in the Bush ~Dukekis
contest is just one index of the
superiority of the workers state
over Imperialism,

Despite soviet policies designed
Yo limit regional disputes,the
natural viciousness of imperialism
constantly shows itself, The
support given to the most
reactionary elements fighting the
government in Kabul by the United
states and the Pakistan army,the
violent attack on SWAPO by the
South African fascists and the

savage response by the Israelis to
the Palestinian  Intifada are
examples of the fact that although
it is possible to contain
imperialism both by force snd by
diplomatic means,the system is not
going to accept defeat at the
behest of "new thinking" and it is
prepared to confront the soviets
in the final encounter by war,it
may be obliged to conceal its
intentions rather more than in the
past and people like Thatcher
because the system is weakening,
have to appsar to want to discuss
with the soviets-but the
intentions of capitalism are as
sinister as ever and It seeks to
wipe out socialism,

After ten years of oppressing the
population,the present government
continues to rush  through
legistation designed  to reduce
the gains of the population from
a past pesriod of the "welifare
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stete, Now the attack is o0 maintain +the links with the gigantic budget surplus could -
medicine and the new proposals are  vanks,in competition with the contribute to this,whilst the
a form of privetisation which 8s  Franco-German axis,and Js the financial interests simply want

the doctors understand, place the
patient at the mercy of financial
considerations, Conditions in any
case are constantly deteriorating
in the medical service because
capitalism has no interest In
providing the resources to sustain
it.The ‘“orivatisation" of the
polytechnics is also part of the
process of reducing state aid and
datermining education by
profitabliity.Such are the
consequences fundamentatly of the

fact that British imperialism
has no  interest in a highly
developed industrial economy,.Sor

them it does not pay-far better
accumulate capital for investment
abroad and let Britain sink.With
this perspective it is necessary
to keep the pound as strong as

Yankee arm in NATO.

The ®"success™ of Thatcher could
only be obtained on the basis of
the connivance of the bhulk of the
LP  apparatus and their allies in
the Unjons.There is no need to
elaborate more on this because it
corresponds to the general history
of the social democracy in
Britain,which has always bsen one
of running to the rescue of
capitatism when it s in
difficulties.Kinnock follows in
this tradition,but even so they
cannot get rid of clause four and
even at this stage are obliged to
think in terms of renationalising
water.The LP apparatus hopes to
develop a ney industrial
capitalism in face of the decisive
groups of capitalism who are not

government debt to be repaid .On
the ptane of foreign policy the LP
apparatus is concerned to
terminate the line of unilateral
nuclear disarmament and thus gain
votes from bourgeois and petit
bourgeois layers,Thay are
concernad to control the left-as
in Birmingham-so as to effect &
smooth entry into govermment and
then introduce a  number of
patliatives so that the present
system of social and pollitical
relations can continue,Thus in
face of the governmentat decres
over the ending of the dock fabour
scheme,they are concerned to limit
any intervention of . the
profetariat;as in collusion with
the reactionary frade union
flunctionaries they isolated the

possibie.London remains a powerful interested.Sectors like Walker and miners, Recently in a very
world financial centre and that is Heath represent a layer who would
the main concern.On the plane of  prefer to see more money spent on
foreign policy, British infrastructure to help the Continued on page 4
imperiatism finds 14 better +o manufacturing base, - Thus the

THE NATIONALITY PROBLEM (EXTRACTS) J. POSADAS

7 MAY, 1981 '

The Yugoslav process on the It is a problem similar to that state  which  were = extremety
other  hand is sore Of Northern Ireland. We are in different.Hence the great milltary
comlicated.From the historical favour of Independance but not to  ambitions of the Tzar and the
point of view,Tito was not meke of every region a little conflicts with Prussia.The Tzar

responsible for the way in which
| Yugosiavia was formed.The process
was already in motion.lt was a
question of &  contrivance of
capitalism which the Yugoslav
leadership extendad and to which
it gave at the beginning forms of
the workers state.The incapacity
of the workers state due to ifs
sureaucratic forms and to  an
inappropriate economic conception
of Its structure, means that
Yugosiavia is not  strictly
capitalist, but has & greater
number of bases linked to this
system  than to a workers
state,.Thus the country has
degenerated to its present form
which has led to the fomenting of
focal and regional interests. The
federal structure of Yugosiavia
has bilockaded the function of the
workers state which would
otherwise have unifled all the
regions and the federations
proposing then +to incorporate
Albania and form & single workers
state,

country-that is a stupidity.There
already exists an historic and
economic  structure and it is
necessary to be based on this and
to se2 how to make the oid Great
Britain coincide with the modern
process,to give to
all, independence but with
unification,it is possible also to
maintain a federal structure bdut
after some vyears,gradually every
region will be integrated,given
that development tends to ixnify
culture,science,art and as a
consequence to  supersede national
thought,Thus the latter gives way
to fthe logical thought of the

economy and of the human being
which was the objective of the
communists when they formed the
Soviet Union,

The USSR has unified
nationalities much more divergent
from one another than Great
Britain and it is thanks to the
fact that the old Tzarism had
atready unified a series of
regions within the great Tzarist

would have fallen anyway even
without the Russian revolution.
The problem between Yugosiavia
and  Albania  shows  different
aspects of a process of socialist
development of two countries which
are both going towards socialism,
even if one is perhaps more
complete than the other.in the
historic sense  Albania has
elements which aré much better
than  Yugosiavia.lt would be
necessary thus to amalgamate and
unite the progress of both
countries.But for this the party
is necessary,the life of the
party,the intervention of the
masses,the sclentific life which
develops through that policy and
not through the university because

the party makes the true
university.

This has been the great error of
Yugoslavia  which  with  self
management has impeded  the

development of this process.In a
similar situation, it is

Continued on page 3
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THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS IN AFGHANISTAN AND
THE WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT. EUROPEAN BUREAU

The most important aspect to consider In the recent soviet
decision to withdraw military forces from Afghanistan is how this
Is related Yo the world balance of forces between vorid
imperialism and capitalism on the one hand and the progressive
forces and +the communist camp on the other.in this sense the
withdrawal of the contingent of the Red Army does not mean any
soviet abandonment of the Afghan revolutionsry process nor  any
“pegret” as regards the objectives for which the soviets had
intervened in 1980.The soviets are maintaining all the political and
economic support which has increased throughout the last period.They
withdrew their troops because they estimated that world capitalism
did not have the strength to be able to recover Afghanistan and
moreover by withdrawing the military forces from Afghanistan, the
influence of the workers state in other parts of the world could
increase.Shevardnadze visits China and the meeting of the Soviet and
Chinese leaderships will mean a feap in the progress of the
international Communist Movement.At the same time the function of
the Soviet Unfon is increasing in the Middle East and with Xhomeini
and Shevardnadze discusses anti imperialist agreements.With india a
pilan of ald nas been arranged for Afghanistan.

1+ Is necessary to reaffirm the fundsmental conclusion posed by

Comrade J.Posadas at the moment of the soviet intervention in
Afghanistanithe soviets have acted in accordance with the historic
necessity to defend and extend the frontiers. of the workers
state.Even 1f such a decision couid have unleashed the counter
revolutionary reaction of imperialism,the soviets intervened beyond
the fears and vacitlations of the soviet bureaucracy.The present
decision to withdraw only the military contingent,now that the rest .
of +the assistance is fully maintained, is not In contradiction with
the intentions and objectives present at the moment of intervention
in 1980.The actual withdrawal is the continuation of the
intervention of ten yeers ago undertaken with and by other mesns.

The soviets have withdrawn the Red Army in conditions in which
imperialisn appears more impotent than at any time in history.All
the . initial arrogance of Reagan has faited.Anerican imperialism has
not abandoned its idea of launching the war and the constant support
40 the counter revolutionary Afghans is testimony fo this,but they
nave to prepare for this even more clandestinely than ever.it is In
the middle of this world situation that the soviets decided to
withdraw their soldiers from Afghanistan and they did this with an
intense internal discussion. The soviets have measured-constituting
part of the scientific capacity which the leadership of the workers
state is developing~that world capitalism doss not have the strength
+o reastablish Itseif in Afghanistan.it will be able to creats
provocations and  attempts at destabilisation, but i+ will never
recover economic and political controi of the country.

The soviets withdrew thelr soldiers seeking a breathing space, in a
situation where a purely mijitary solution was neither possible or
sufficient.in spite of all the mititery support which ' was
intensified in the last period,they were not abie to defeat the
counter revolutionaries paid by imperialism.This is not because they
tack miiitary capacity In comparison with that possessed by the

feudal layers.These have {imited possibitities of success,but in a
backward country |ike Afghanisten,with & great deal of geographical

and social fragmentation,it is relatively easy fo create
difficulties in the tife of the country through armed
Incursions,provocations,sabotage or criminalt  attacks,counting-as

they do-with the support of imperialism.For the soviets it is not
only a question of defeating the feudal bands, but the issue of
intensifying the frontal clash with imperialism,the final settlement
of accounts of system against system-capitelism versus the workers
state.This is not +the policy which the soviets follow in a conscious
form;the soviets do not sbandon the conquests achieved in the
terrain of the class struggle on & world level, *rying to use other
new ways,but they fear and are not prepared for the results of the
§inal crisis of the capitalist system.The caplitalist crisis will
also get much worse through the very fact that with the soviet
soldiers taken out of Afghanistan,capitalism will be impotent to
determine the future policy of Afghanistan.

The area where the limitations and difficulties of the soviets
have besn expressed, lie in the policy sdopted to the Afghan left
where they have not been able fo consollidate a solid structure of
the communist party.Even while developing important political and
economic initiatives as with agrarian reformwhere they have been
able to apply it-they have been shown to be siow In the affirmetion
of a marxist party in front of the process,They have not believed
completely, through their bureaucratic outiook in the revolutionary
perspective and they have tried to replace it with the policy. of
aliiances of "national reconciliation®, The POPA is still a party in
formation, which combines some correct proposais with references to
the Xoran efc.in the last stage foliowing the policy of

\tance,they silenced and also imprisoned leaders who expressed
positions more to the left.For the PDPA the present situation will

e a decisive test:all the last social mobilisations have shown that
the party has en important support in the population and that a
communist vanguard is resoived fo defend and increase the gains of
the revolution, The sovlet intervention of 1980 gave
confidence,sustained the comunist vanguard,at the same time that it
contained it at certain tevels, In accordance with the perspectives
of +the soviets in +the siruggle against imperialism.This
revolutionary nucieus in Afghanisten will have to develop much more
and now the withdrawal of soviet troops means also a reduction in
+he bursaucratic prassure to contain the fevels of the revolutionary
Afghan movement.Thus the PDPA,the Afghan comnunlsts will be able to
liberate forces and energies and make experiences in political
progress which will influsnce immensely the whole
region,Pakistan, india and lran,

All the forces of the Afghan gquerrilia groups have been shown To
be a massive deception and the Afghan question has dissppeared from
the front pages of the worid press.Jalalabad maintains its normal
life and is still connected with Kabul,The world capitalist press
spent millions and millions of doliars to gain exclusive rights on
the surrender of Kabuljithousands of journalists ,including dozens
of agents of the CiA expected the ftriumphal arrival of the
wguerrllias” . They were speculating whether this would be verified
pefore,during or after the withdrawal of the soviets,

The Italian Communist party aiso associated Itself with the
mendacity of capitalist propagsnda which gave credit to the social
representation of the forces of the opposition.Most recently they
have changsd and have sccentuated the coriticism of the congtant
provocation and aggrsssion on the part of imperialism.Anyway they
reached the polnt of describing Afghanistan in chorus with world
capltalism as "the Vietnam of the Soviets",although such positions
do not recelve support In the base or among the middle cadres of
+he ICP.There is nothing similar between Vietnam and Afghanistan and
i+ is necesary to raject such positions, aimed to diminish the world
authority of the soviets.These have intervened in Afghanistan to
help progress whilst the Americans were. in opposition to
progress.The soviets left by the same route That they had entered
Afghanistan.The Americens in Saigon escaped in the nmiddle of a
desperate confusion.in Afghanistan about fiffeen thousand soviet
soldiers have died,They went with the intention not to smash a
people, but with the will and the intention to Impel the socisl
transformation of the country.The IV International renders homsge to
them,saluting the soviet workers state which Is the structure
capable of generating such social and human consciousness,

imperialism has not been able to create an anti-soviet movement in
front of the soviet intervention in Afghanisten,All thelr boycotts
failed and were partly undermined by the capitalist countries
themselves. Thus Carter decided on a wheat boycott which the soviets

countered by buying grain from other countries and at cheaper

prices.imperiatism had to pay out to recompense the agricultural
producers and lost an Important client in the Soviet Union.The
hoyeott of the Olympic games allowed the soviets fo make a great
athietic,cultural,snd social demonstration as never before and
delegations from the whole world participsted,But with the struggle
for the liberation of Vietnam,an immense world wide movement
developed.Vietnam was the™riumph of humanity® as Comrade Fosadas
called it.in support of Vietnam, miliions of people mobilised
throughout the world and the fall of Saigon was celebrated in the
remotest parts of the planet.But with Afghanistan what demonstration
has occurred?

The Vietnamese comunists convinced the world of the legitimacy of
their struggle through +their programme of socialist transformation
which was declared and put into practice in the liberated zones
under the NLF.This was supported by hundreds of demonstrations and
sssemblies throughout the worid.The Vietnamese children and  women
represented the most complete human integration  made possible
through the unity established by the socialist construction of
society,But  these  Afghen  “guerrillas® present 3 puppet
government,the product of a division of stones in small areas
controlied by religious obscurantists.They are assassins who are
apportioning a booty which is not in their hands.The human relations
within these bands are worse than feudalism,the women are enslaved
and hidden away.

While the Yanks Inundated Vietnam with napaim and chenical products
which eliminate all forms of natural life,there are zones which
still have not returned to production because of the damage which
they received.But the soviets have contributed immensely with the
development of agrarisn reform and the incorporstion of new zones in

production.They have increased the electrical power network and the
provision of running water;they have established the bases of an
economic and social structure close to that of the workers state,

The only way for the progress of Afghanistan is the workers state
Continued on page 3
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THE RUSHDIE AFFAIR

The death sentence against Rushdie
for his book "The Satanic Verses"
reflacts efforts by sectors of the
jeadership in iran to raily support
for themselves on the basis of
“igiam" against the Vest. It reflects
the inabllity to develop a programme
and a policy for +the Iranian
revolution,imperialism  tried o
utilise the situation to develop an
antl iranian campaign, e
have not read the book,but the furore
in imperialist countriss who have
suddenly become aware of
#justice”, "rolerance","liberal ism®
and so forth carries no conviction
as imperialism Is so overtaxed in
its sympathies, as to bz totally
unconcerned over the massacre of
Tudeh mititants in lran and supports
the murderous  “querrilias® in
Afghanistan, Moreover for . British
imperialism to .speak about tolerance
for rushdies ‘hook,when they are
trying  fo impose  controf  of
information in Britain is a vast
casuistry,possible only for dedicated
twisters.

This episode ovar the Rushdie book
arises within the present balance of
relations within the tranian
revolution,Some  sectors in  the
prasent leadership in lran desire a
collaboration on the commercial plane

with imperialist states, but other
sectores reject this and wish ‘o
devalop ant franian®

path.Fundamentally the form  which
the present crisis has faken is dus

to  the iack  of a genuine
revolutionary leadership of the
process in iran,This Is because of

the defay in the construction of the
Tudeh party from a previous period,
further complicated oy  violent
persecution.The soviet leadership is
still preoccupied with attempts +o
weigh against imperialism on  the
dipiomatic plana and has given tittle
thought from present information o
the reconstruction of the world
communist movement and the nesd ‘o
develop  commununist  parties  with
consistent programmes for the taking

of power in their respective
countrises,
The result of this lack of

preparation is the present situation
in iran whers various cliques come
o +the fore under the bdanner of
isiam, which disguises ali manner of
particular interests.The
leadership,whather that of Rafsanjani
or other sectors has besn an
unqualified disaster for iran.The way
in which the war with lIraq, was
continuad-whatever the crimes of the
odious gang in Bagdad- represented in
its vicious brutality sectors who
were terrified of the further
development of the revolution towards
socialisme
Khomeini continues $o condemn the
west and communism,although his
approaches to the Soviet union
recently show that he is not and
cannot be Immune to the existemce of
the workers states which contains
many mustims who are not engaged In
ferocious disputes with each other

and work fowards socialism. iren

tike  other countries has no

perspective save 8 socialist
Continued on page 4
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VENEZUELA AND THE CRISIS OF THE PEREZ GOVERNMENT

The rebellion of the masses in
Caracas in Venezuela is an
expression of the urgent course of
the world revolution which has no
stopping place and renews itself
at every moment.The masses have
not rebeited from desperation but

because they see that the
capitalist system is totally
parasitic and they also see an

alternative system in the
world, that is the workers
states,Hundreds of people have

been kitled in the responss of the
ruling class,but not in  vain
wecause this experience will also
welgh. in the Soviet Union to
develop a leadership with a
superior conception of the world
process.

imparialism anforcas its
nsontrot over the economies of
the weaker capitalist stetes(known
as the Ythird worid") through the
IMF . This affectively prevents
these economies developing and
compating wi?h‘fhé big imperialist
states.in 1988,Venezuela pald 47%
of its foreign earnings in debt
servicing and now as ofl revenues
have fallen by fifty percent in
the fast five ysars,the Venezuelsn
soconomy. is at the mercy ot the
imperialist predators.it is the
classic case of the economy which
depends on raw materials being
inevitably submitted to the more
powerful developed sconomies
for the moment the government has
ween obiiged to concede to ths
masses and azllow a wage increase
across the hoard and a number of
price freezes.But all this is an
expadient which cannot solve the

underlying problems,There s no
sofution to the difficulties of
countries  such as  Venszuelas
outside a socialised economy in
federation with other countries in
Latin America and developing trade

relations with the  workers
states.All the capitalist
economies of Latin and Central

Anerica are in parlous crises and
in hock economically to
imperialism. At the same time
jmperialism is losing its grip
over the whole ares and The
failure of the mifitary
dictatorships is part of the
crutbling of the capitalist
structure throughout Latin
Americasthe fatest 1o go being
+he Stroessner dictatorship in
Paraguay.

in  Venezuela the bourgeois
{eaderships are now in complete
disarray and the social democracy
is in particular agony.During the
elections Perez,the leader of the
AD the social dewocratic party,
had specifically attacked the
capitalist system and yankee
imperialism,The elections resulted
in the Incoming President being
without a majority in either
house.The Movement towards
Socialism made sizeable gains and
calied on the gqovermment 40
reverse its policy of squeezing
the masses in return for I
foans, All +his shows the course

5 communist
The

Alain
bases

of a process towards
solution in Latin America.

tike Perez and
in Peru have social

sectors
Garcia

which ¢an be won Yo the
revolution,that is the petit
bourgeolsie who respond to anti
capitalist policies but become
quickly disiflusioned with social
demoerat  reformism.The latter
only reflects the weakness of

capitalism in Latin america, not
the wilt to tYerminate with
it.Perez in an eariier phass had
nationalised the fron and oil
industries,gave money Yo the
Sandinistas and spoke during the
election campaign of the need to
diversify the economy.But in order
to validate his criticisms, it
would be necessary for him ‘o
abandon the parliamentary arena
and associate directly with the
masses not  only Yo condsmn
capitalism but overthrow it. The

Cuban workers state and the
continued strength of the
Nicaraguan revolutionary state are
tiving criticisms of the
stagnation and  weakness  of
capitalism In Latin America.The
Yanks for alf their immense
military power are reduced 1o
being helpless spectators.All
this activity of the world masses
as shown in the rebellion of the
poor of Venezuela will weigh on
the most sensitive layers in the
Soviet Union.it will help correct
the myopia which only sees the
economic advance of the workers
states and not the historic
nzcessity of the workers states to
link up directly with the masses
of the world o  liquidate
capitalism as a world system,

The Red Army,defendsr of the Afghan Revolution.
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and this is not as the communists say an imposition by trying to

PROBLEMS OF THE REVOLUTION IN IRAN
(EXTRACTS) J. POSADAS.

Iran is a revolutionary process influenced by the
wortd,without leadership,without previous' programmetic
organisation of the revolution.The revolution has more
strength than and  faster legs than the Muslim leaders.Thus
as we have written the duty of revolutionaries  was to
associate themseives and to make a united front with the
religious people —in Algeria this is very important and for
+he other comrades of the African countries-to accompany
them in the progress which,even in a short stage,they have
+o make and do make,but dissociating from them in the fotal
organisational agreements.

Now there is no leadership to do this.in not having a.
leadership,the tactical aspects are modified because there
is no leadership to make the united front with the
Mus!ims,.The workers movement is very weak and the peasant
movemenet atmost non=gxistent.The petit bourgeoisie is
hardly organised and the workers very {ittle organised.There
is no political party,no political life.neither does the
hourgeocisie have any strength..

The more the process of. the revolution

elevates,the more the social weight of the capitalist
systemn is weakened and the more it permits the influence of
+he workers state.This present leadership does not base
itself on a. social programme but on the principles of
Mahomet and the Koran-some aspacts of which coincide with
progress,.The musiim masses believe in the social
programmasbut the leadership of this process is in the
hands of the Musliim leaders.Thus i+ is necessary to seek how
to move,how to elevate the organisms,so that they can weigh
and infiusnce the muslim movement itself.

I+ is nscessary to see that there is a camaritla in which
not all have the same position including Khomeini Within
this there are a series of very reactionary Muslims and
there ars others which are Intermediary and still others to
the left.There is nothing defined in lran.Even though they
shoot and kil} there is nothing defined,because there is not
a stable leadership and to return to capitalism is the death
of them all. It is stupidity to believe that thase types have
power bacsuse they give orders.They can give orders but they
do not have power.Power exists whrn they have social and
political authority,and they do not have authority over the
mustim movements, They do not. have a social authority to
make people accept what they want,

Thus the movemsnt in iran which is in process of
daevelopment hes no leadership and lacks the world influence
of the ravolution,because nelther the communist or socialist
narties transmit it and adapt themselives fto this
DIOCeSS. ..., TOr example neither the Communist or the Soviet
Union have said a word on the process in iran.But now they

criticise in order to contain the right of the Khomeini
movceement,But still they do not give an idea of what o
do.And why not ?The soviet workers state cannot

intervene,buf the Soviet Communist party can,the trade-
unions can,the ltalian comunist party can and so can the
Bulgarian and  Hungsrian Communist parties.But  they do.
not.They let themselves be determined by the idea that each
country does what i+ wants. 10.9.1979.

leap over stages and pass from backwardness to socialism-as in fact
the most Important revolutions in Asia,Africe and Latin America have
dons,The process of permanent revolution is not the frult of the
will of the soviets,nor of the “hardiine®™ Afghans,just as it is not
an invention of Trotsky and  Posadas.it is a necessity of the
progress of history,The backwardness of Afghanistan is the only way
in which the capitalist system can lead the country.The countries in
which imperialism dominates live In miserable conditions and are
governed by groups of assassins.For example in Pakistan,where the
election of Benazir Bhutto has been important,the army has the real
power and it works in accordance with the plans of the Pentagon and
they impose internal social relations worse than feudalism.They have
had +to concede some power to Bhutto, because this has been
determined by the relation of world forces and through the infiuence
of the Afghan revolutionary process.The fury of imperialism against
Afghanistan is because it has seen that the soviets are resolved to

Continued on page 4
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inevitable that there arise small
sectors  which  encourage  the
nationatist movement,vhich finds
an  answer in  the population
because in the country there is no
social,economic  and  political
development.vhen this is
absent,these sectors of which we
speak can justify their opposition
in the name of nationalism,

These are the problems which the
old leaderships of the comnunist
parties wers not at the level of
understanding not because It was
not possible to intervene, but
because they were not prepared In
accordance with marxist method.in
their time the Bolsheviks had to
confront much worse conditions
than those now,given that in the
old Russia there were countries

who did not know each other, some

of whom spoke slavic languages and  progress.... Belgrade is a - very

others utterty different  attractive city,very developed and
langusges.in spite of this the dynamic, but it also has a
Bolsheviks succesded in  uniting  tremendous hierarchical
these countries and it was done  structure,owing to the federative

through the party.Thay undertook
the unification of the first seven
years after the Revolution in
which Stalin had to maintain it in
spite of the strong pressures for
a new dismemberment with Georgia
where some wanted
independence.

sectors

in the workers states formed
after the second worid war the
programmz  was missing and the
parties were totally
inexperienced;that is a
revolutionary  marxist programme
of social transformations and not
simply of anti capitalist

structure and to the party itself.
Hence the Folish process will
influence very much all these
countries including Hungary where
there exists a frightful
apparahs, an inheritence of the
Statinist period.Accompanying the
soviet process,it has changed
quite a lot but an hierarchical
structure remains.in Bulgeria on
the other hand the influence of
the  FPolish process will be
directly positiveesoes
JoPosadas .Published May 1981.
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develop an experience which Is going to have repercussions
throughout the region,its a complete lle that . the soviets "fear®
the Influence of the musiims outside the Soviet Union on the
musiims in the workers state,The real fear is that of fmperial ism
and the heads of the tribal clans who are frightened of the
influence of the Soviet Union and of Afghen revolutionary
progress.This is represented by the Afghan peasant who benafits
from agrarian reform and today hangs on the wall of his cottage the
portrait of Lenin., Soviet Muslims as partly happens with the other
musiims who are integrated with the Afghan revolution, stilt
dedicate a day of prayer to Aliah,but on the other days they read
and are dedicated to Lenin,

Part of the POPA,with the support of the soviets has tried and
still persist in the policy of aliiance wih the bourgeoisie who
exist in Afghanlstan and are opposed to the feudal bands,but they
have no political or economlic importance,it is for this reason that
the world bourgeoisie instead of supporting such sectors which would
be closer to them from the class point of view, give all their
financial, military and political support to the feudal layers.This
in itself makes clear the Impossibility of a capitalist solution for
Afghanistan,A bourgeois sector may exist, but it Is not possible to
create a substantial bourgeois class,to creste the social and
economic relations for Its existence.To ally with such a layer is
not bad, but it is not possible to depend on them or claim that they
have & social representation which _may persuade the counter
revolutionaries to make a pact with the government,.The organisation
of the country passes through statification, the centralised
programming of the economy and the purchase of peasant production
which must be based on the co-operation between small properties and
in the distribution of commodities under the control of the
masses. It is also necessary to [ink even closer the Afghan economy
with the soviet.All the economic proposals must count upon the
active support and participation of the population,which is going to

determine the cultural and political growth of the Afghan masses,as
also the progress in the establishment of the Communist party in
the leadership of the country.

There is a part of the Afghan communists who have already acquirad
the idea of pushing forward,whatever the consequences,the programme
of the social transformation of the country, and its
centralisation.The control of the principle cities shows +he
influence of +the communists over an important part of the
population.Now it is necessary to overcome the previous stage in
which,with the agreement of the soviets,leaderships were changed
copsfanﬂy in an unstable process due Yo the absence of a more
resolved programme of socialist ftransformation.!t is nscessary to
support with all available forces the Afghen revolutionary process
both through the workers and revolutionary states and the communist
and socialist parties and the frade unlon centres of the world.The
progress of Afgfhanistan will have a great repercussion +hroughout
the whole region. It is necessary fo teke into acount that among
the reasons which have led to the withdrawal of +he soviet soldiers,
one has been the absence of a more intense support on the part of
the world communist movement.Partly +this has been because the
Comnunist Parties like the Italian, have not understood the process,
but also because of the insecurity of the soviets in deveioping in a
superior way the Afghan revolution.Only in Belgiun was there
established an important committes of support to the Afghan
revolution formed by the Posadists and a part of the Communists.Such
a lack of world support has not been the basic reason for the
withdrawal of fthe soviets, but ves it has contributed to. their
vaciliations,The Communist parties did not support the Afghan
revolution,as they supported the other processes in the period when
the soviets supported militarily Vietnam,Angola or even Nicaragua.On
this ocasion they wers afraid of the perspsctive of a reaction on
the part of imperialism,the fear of the possibifity of war.But in
reality all the incapacity of imperialism has been demonstrated.The
soviets entered Afghanistan,established important bases for its
progress and now they withdraw their soldiers .lmperialism has not
been able to impede the process,before,during or after the
event,Hence the conclusions of this situation will be contrary to
imperialism and a stimulus to the revolutionary process throughout
the worid.The results of the important trip of Shevardnadse show
this.

The experience of Afghanistan constitutes an education on the means

and the instruments for progress and the concept of democracy is
put to the test of reslity. The !talian communists,after insisting
on the withdrawal of the soviet trocps-proposing various points
such as the soviets should go and then the Afghans can decide in
wéroe electionst-now find that they have no policy and Occhetto
declares in Moscow that “unfortunately the withdrawai of soviet
troops has not led to the peace which we want so much”.vWhatever the
course which events take,they escape the predictions of the
commnists-which in reality are not predictions but expressions of
what they hope will happen.in the hypothetical case in which the
counter revolutionaries won,they would never convoke free  and
democratic elections.They have sworn death not only fo the
communists but also to the king who s exiled in Rome.These
&

barbarians would simply divide the country through wars  between
themselves.And if the communists affirm themselves in gavernmnf,
this will unmask the absence of social representation of the
"guerrillas®.The interests which guide these bandits have already
been expressed in the division of offices in the puppet government
and this is not as the position is presented by the capitalist
press which  says that internal  disputes impede final
victory.Although these divisions exist,the reality s that these
internal disputes are intensified as a result of the impossibility
of obtaining important military successes.The only possibitity for
the counter revolutionaries would be a massive invasion by the
Pakistan army with the open support of imperialism and the soviets
are not going to allow this,

Today i+ is possible to say that democracy has developed in
Afghanistan as the result of the intervention of the soviets and
this ¢an be confirmed through the existence of the PDPA,a Communist
Party in formation and with a comnunist vanguard decided to lead the
country , with the military and political means with which to
confront the military aggression of the ‘guerrillas®,The ides is
absurd that ‘*only the Afghans should decide" and what if one has a
pistol and the other oniy hunger,who decides then? what sort of 2
democracy Is this?it was like this before.Now there  has bsen an
increase In democratic conditions,there is a PDOPA which is
developing the consciousness in programme and policy for the
progress of the country and the masses can intervene without being
assassinated.All this shows that the soviet intervention has been
necessary,that i+ has not been possible to advance by other measurss
and thus the Afghans can count upon more Instruments with which to
decide. This is so even if the soviets do not have full
consciousness nor complete homogeneity and it is not possibie to
speak of “regret® or of "correction of the Breznevian policy" in the
decision to withdraw soviet troops from Afghanistan.The internal
discussion is whether the Afghans could or could not have resolved
by themselves the struggle against the mercenaries coming from
Pakistan.They do not question the objectives for which the soviets
have intervenad ,even if the decision was adopted by two or thres
teaders of the Political Bureau.The present process of partial
regeneration is the result of the political,social and economic
growth of the workers state and in this process,the progress of
soviet democracy constitutes an important part.it is for this
reason,quite opposite to the analysis of the ttalian communists who
argue that the present progcess of democratisation rectifies the
errors committed in the Breznev epoch, for example the intervention
tn Afghanistan.in reality this democratic process s happening
because previously the intervention was made in Afghenistan.Without
the most complete consciousness,the leadership of Breznev,in
measures like those in Afghanistan, centralised the soviet
jeadarship in 3 more elevated confrontation with the worid
capitalist system,

it is necessary to extend the World United Front in support of the
Afghan revolutionary process, on the basis of the workers states,the
communist and socialist parties,the trade unions,the revolutionary
nationallst movements and the Ynon-aligned®,.They must discuss the
Afghan experience as their own and support all the affort of the
soviets fo maintain Afghanistan within the camp of the revoiution,

26 March 1989, CEuropean Buresu.

The “Aafghan issue", as
polijticians and Journalists
call it,has become part of my
fife.lf 1 have done anything
in my tife,the main thing s
the bit i have contributed to
the defence of the Afghan

paoplets revolutionary
gains,Without the assistance
of international fighters,the
revolutiont's soldiers would

have found it difficult to
deal with thelir enemies."
Gennady Boriskin,soldier of
the Red Army on returning

from Afghanlistan.
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development Already much of  the
economy is statified,.There are some
very rich people in iran,Rafsanjani
is one of them,but lIran lacks a

powerful ,structured bourgeoisie.The
bourgeoisie is in  many ways
“factionalised".Leaders like Bani

Sadr,Barzagan,Montazari all represent
different groupings and none with a
powerful social base.in +the absence
of popular organs which allow the
masses to Intervene directiy,the
existing state sector can  be
submitted to private property.The
problems of agriculture have not been
confronted,The [eaderships hope 1o
develop an iran which has 2" place in
the sun® on +he basis of private
interest, But it is aft itiusion
because Iran {ike other countries
such as those in Latin America has no
perspective to compete on the world
market with wortd imperisiism.

Saviet policy 1Is based on the
undoubted weaknass of imperiatism in
+his area.The soviet withdrawal from
Afghanistan among other things has
been designed to improve relations
with the Arab bourgecisie.Thus they
hope to  influence  sectors in
iran,Fgypt  Saudie  Arabia,Pakistan
etc.The recent sudden communication
of the iranian government with the
soviets is an example of how the
group in Tehran cannot ignore however
much they try the weight of the
workers state.The soviets have taken
inevitably the side of the Iranien
revolution in the Rushdie  affair,
pointing out that Imperialism has
gons out of its way to develop an
anti-musiim campaign,imperialism has
tried to intimidate the tranian
revolution by its great imperialist

unity?  of the Common Market
countries against lran. There will
ne no solution fo the oproblems of

{ran outside the development of a
programve of soclalised industry and
fand reform onabling the masses to
intervens in atl aspacts of
tife.imperialism has tried to deride
the iranian revolution by sneering at

istam, bHut the fact is that the
tranlan revolution is firmly anti=
imperialist whatever the

compiications arising from the lack
of a leadership to represent i+,

imperialism has failed In i¥s
attempted  bullying of the Irsnian
revolution and yet again the workers
states  witl gain.This is the
ineluctasie  course of human history
in spite of the tack of a leadership
on a worid scale which represents
this process.Thatcher and the rest
have had to modify their languags,yet
ancther imperiatist fiasco has been
parpetrated.,

From page 1 Soviet Union will weigh

controlled way, the LP hss
campaigned against the "Fol!l Tax"
and the aeconomic policy of the
government has been subjected to
more systematic attack.A leader of
the feft,Plunkett expressed
disatisfaction with +the purely
per{iamentary concern of the
fabour party opposition, but in
effect the Labour party left
remains a prisoner of the
pariiamentary approach and there
is fittle comwunication with the
masses.in time the process in the

discussion within

Stalinism on
Britain and

effects of
process in

capitalism,
The government is  now
difficuities facing as

perspectives on how to finish with

in  gains
it does
mou‘nﬁng inflation and inevitable
mafaise in its electora;| base,The
recent election in Richmond one of
its centres showed & great turn

out for the SDP.On the other hand

in  +he opposition is divided and in 2
Britain,but the {imitations in the
the CPSU aiso
contain advances in Britain ie the

pariod of polarised  class
struggle particularty acute in

Britain, the conservative
the elsctoral base tends to
the  concentrate itself whatever

differences may exist within

it,The labour left can make grest,
in the coming period,but
only on the basis of seeking to
develop a better life with the
masses and improving the level of
discussijon to take into account
marxism and the experience of the
workers states, 14.4.89.
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 Editorial

'FOR THE PROGRAMME OF
EUROPE
IN THE EURO ~E‘LECT"°N5 |

A SOCIALIST

The visit of Bush fo Europe was "
part of the attempt of the NATO

powers to confront the dipiomatic
offensive of the soviets  and
contain Its effects particularly
on the German bourgeoisie.The
Yanks < exerted a great deal of
pressure on the latter to modify
Y their positions and. the sudden
increase *in - the power: of ‘the
dollar ~ which = has " no . real
equivalent in the Yankeee economy
was part of ‘the effort to contain
their “wishes - to  negotiate  the
1 withdrawal of short range nuclear
misslles. At the same time Bush o
appease  German - capitalism ~has
placed the emphasis on developing
a8’ "United - Europe.imperialism
seeks to utilise the empiricism of
+he communist parties in Eastern
Europe to complicate the advance
‘of the workers .states . by
devetoping ‘tinks with the various
schemes  of .
those countries.Even so . this Is
all mere adaptation to the present
situation,a. policy deprived of
force. because Imperialism.  lacks
strength and moves [ike a snail,
‘Nothing has . altered on the

piane of confrontation between the .

systems of imperialism versus the
workers - states,  except . that
. imperialism is
dissemble rather more then In the
past .and .is _unable to.  develop
powerful . and . consistent. actions
which lead anywhere.Thus - a great
deal. of nolse -was . made. .over
Panama, much sanctimonious garbage
- about the nesd for free elections
and the sending of froops to
{atimidate Noriega.Once
imperialism only had to whisper
and [+ triumphed,now  they are
told to shove off and have to put
up with i+.Thelr intervention in
Afghanistan via Pekistan has
proved to be 'a disaster ,with no
-end of inter factional disputes
among the whites and a massive
soviet alfd conﬂnuing to Kabul . The

biind . despair ‘of
showed itself recently in the
viotent offensive launched by Aoun
in Lebanon which killed many and
achieved nothing=as with the
israeli attacks on Lebanon in the
past.The -only lesson which comes
from such experiences is ?ha'r
imperialism is not going to leave
the arena of human history quietly
and It I8 necessary that the
jeaderships of the workers states
discuss this pubjicly and with
their populations.khen  NATO s

tnrofitabliityt in-

obiiged o
“witd

imperialism 1

‘Workers of the world, unitel
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persistently updating ‘Hs arsenal
with new nuclear bombs ~ for its
ﬁghfer bombers and new charges
for
quite clear 17 'intends fo attack
the workers s?afes.Hs weakness as
Cde Posadas analysed Is that as it
has lost control of the historic
sifuaﬂon,i-r cannot determine the
process or  co-ordinate  or

_centralise and fs at the mercy of

events. The visit of Bush ‘o
Britain affirmed +he “submission of
British imperialism to the Yanks
as a base against the soviets and
was an orientation on Germany,
facilitate the NATO alliance in
new conditlons.ihen Gorbachev came
to Britain he was welcomed by the
masses,Bush was ignored,
Britvish capitalism continues on
its downward course,overiocaded
with problems of infiation-and its
demise as a world

power,Confronted with = the

£CM, Thatcher “zealously - seeks” to

maintain® British independence™ as

a political ploy: in:its antagonism

+o - the other Europesn:.capitalisms
and -~ fordomestic - consumption. it

fears the weakening of the NATO.

set. up with' the tendencies In

German ‘capitalism who seek a new
modus ' vivend! with the soviets,-

byt that ‘Is the position and it
“have - -to live with . it.The
various disputes between Thatcher

“and' Heath and the fensions In the

cabinet itself over the ECM point
to - the  weakness  of

capltatismpolitically and
economically.The great glow sbout
the new market in 1992 offers no
solution +to the problens of
British. or the rest of European
capitalism ,on the confrary they
witl all be exacerbated.Sectors of
big business will gain
economically but. the progressive
weakening  of capitalism. as 8
system sociaily,politically. and
economically wilf continue,

The Labour party apparatus
secks to replace Thatcher with a
minimum of fuss and without making
any concessions to the left.Thus
the apparatus seeks to terminate
with the unilateral abandonment of
nuctear wespons and  in soclal
policy . to oppose any programme of

socialist planning and
-expropriation. of key industries
and banks, It talks  of®
socialisation® and Intervention
to modify the fexcesses® of
capltafism,without éH’ering its
structure. It enters into

its nuclear arﬂnery,!# is.

British.

pariiamentary dispute over the
attitude to the Common. market by

~Thatcher -and goes slong with &
perspective,without:
socialist
Fure

“European. M
proposing. - .. 8
alternative.Thus .. in  the.
elections i+s. perspective s to

" %help. _bulld - -strong . Europesn
industries able to compete with
the Japanese: and the

Anericans®,Capitatism . In this
country is. in immense dispute with
the . doctors
cannot contain: the .problems . of
- inflation,The proletariat. through

+o.. the dockers, engineers and ralliway
workers seeks to accelerate the

movement against capitalism  In
spite ~of the.  autocratic . trade
unfon .. faws which
distances. . itself  from.
discontent end as at Vauxhall
imposes its candidates to limit
more radical discussions.. in the
‘Glamorgan by election the LP won a

seat from the conser‘vahves and
this  showed fhe
the SDP, a&s the process +tends
towards ‘& polarisation of class
forces and a diminution in the

refusal of fhe Labour party fo
develop systemstic mass
campaigning’ on social  issues
contalns its successes.Benn seeks
now to develop discussions of

ideas and better 1inks outside the.
‘authoritarian spparatus of the LP .

and this at least shows that
sectors of the Labour left reallse
the need for _a _theoretical
clarification of what to do.

in spite of the lack of &
sufficient leadership,the Soviet
workers state acts as a cenfre
for the progress of humanity and

this systematically weskens the.

ability of cap!?aknsm to meintain
ifself.The process in the Soviet

Union undermines ail.  the
bureauycratic castes in the other
workers  states.in China  the

counter revolutionary intervention
against the masses in Peking s
part of the axit of
Stalinism,because such  actions
refract only the desperste effort
of the privileged caste o
maintain  its position,uhen the
world conditions and the maturity
of the masses in China itself
isolate such a caste. ‘
The major general strikes in
Italy and Spain and the inability

of cepitalism to offer any

partles, 1t s

and . teachers. and

possibitffy of sol,v'iﬁg a‘ll‘fhe

growing problems of . deterlorating.

soclal. and environmental
conditions. in. Europe. many that In
fhe European
having _any H!usions in
leaderships of the workers
support the relevan'r Soclans*r and
Communist par*les on_ an anﬁ

cepitallst programme.Thus we call .
for a vote for the Labour party,to
centraiise the class vote on the .

pbograme of a United Soviet

elections,without
the -

Europe,the end  of  all
) necessary to

- Soctalist - States -of Europe,for
‘workers states in Western Europe
“on-the basis of.expropriating all

o the - maln

industries. .and - banks
under. . workers: control: with a
planned economy throughout
nuclear
bases-in - Europe,the end of NATO

~and for soviet counciis throughout

Europe %o . determine
functioning: of .. soclety,

- the
the

- ECONnomY and the environment,
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impede class ‘
functioning.But the LP apparatus
any. .
profound association with. popular

ciesfrucﬂon of -
ceapltalist

that

- of  Menem

The Peron/sz‘ Vzctory

The electoral victory of Menem of-
the Peronistas in the Argentinian.

elections 'is. & :powerful blow at

-capital tsm and the continuation of
lack of

its erisis. ,ite total
stabliiity in front of the. specific
social

America. The
press. has
expressed - a  huge contempt. for
Peronism;but this fs. because It

Latin. . world

forces of the centre.Even so the | has in reality an intense fear of

1ve popular base.The leaders of

Peronism have been great players:

with anti imperialist demagogy and
popui ist phrases,
because they do confront popuiar
forces constantly in danger of
golng " beyond thelr

‘control [Peronism as was ikong 8go

analysed by Oonrade Fosadas Is the

:resut? of the prior faﬂures of
the world communist movemenf to

construct a genuine mass workers
party In Argentina.The vecuum was
fitled after the second world wer

by the revolutionsry nationalist’

movement of  Peronism  whose
leadership In  its  eerilest
beginnings was not immune even to
socialist objectives- but the
attitudes of the communists who
were hostile to Peronism closed
chapter.Thus  Peronism
attracts  workers  and  petit
‘bourgeoies who see in It a means
‘of concentrating pressure not only
against imperfalism but = also
against capitaiism. The position
fs shifting ‘on many
fssues.He ~has spoken of
productive - revolution®
began the = campeign - advocating
total repudiation
foreign debt and ‘then this was

always:

precisely

‘the bourgeols

the  full
nature of which is not clear.te

of ‘Argentinas

modified into a morai-orlum.ﬂe has
made -consldersbie play with. the
Malvinas. problem and then leaves

+ 1t.Menem tries to. suggest he ,\Is a

new. Peron,but the world . wiil not

'pepeat’ past - experiences. becsuse
and . ‘economic.. problems of
Argentina: and. the. overall _affecf
of the progress. of the masses in

the ‘balance of forces -Is. much
welghtiercnow In favour of the

‘popular forces.:

‘The role of the, 1'rade untons
resumes - 1ts - importance - In this
phase -and with' this the programme
of Huerte . Grande - .and.. La

Falda,whereln are -contalned many

antt capltatist . and antl
imperiaiist objectives.baidinl ,a
prominent {rade union leader was
obliged to  ‘propose that "the
workers  must  Intervene in- the
control “of | enterprises because
they are the “only ones  who
guarantes “thelr ~ productive
continulty®. The “victory ‘of  the
Peronistas poses many problems for
Yeadership of the
movement “and “also ‘the army.The

‘tat¥er - ldacks “the strength of a
former  phase - ¥o - Impose- its
‘peactionary will ~and $he - left

mititary sectors will be greatly
affected by the world climete.The
masses of Argenting are going to
expect gaims from thelr victory

“and wlt! not accept  measures 1o

their detriment - from the
bourgeoisie of Argentinag who live
from day to day in the shadow of
the IMF and i+s noose and have no
historic perspective « before them.
“The  last measures -taken by
Alfonsin which means Inflation at

‘the ~cost of “the masses: have

provoked riots, and capitalism is
using this +o mutter about the .
danger - of 0 “the left
wextremlstst. The previous

provocations of La Tablada,showed

Continued on page 4
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The Publication of the Works of Trotsky in the Soviet Union.

We salute with all our passion

of Trotsky prior to 1924 in the
USSR on the centensry of
birth,This Includes an enormous
number of texts including those of
+he Permanent Revolution,articles
on the international

Revolution and = Interventions on
t+he Third international which are
placed at the service of the new
forces which are developing in the
workers states,

This accelerates the polltical
tife which will be stimulated as 8
result of the process of changes
in the Soviet Unlon,At the same
time we consider fundamental the
publication in the USSR of the

- works of Trotsky {ater than 1924

“and after his expulsion  from the
USSR through - Statinlism,especially
the History ~of the Russisn
Revolution -and~ The ~Revolution

" Betrayed.The" . Return to - Lenin®
proposed by the leadership of the
CPSU means logically the return Yo

" Trotsky because they ‘'were the
essential leaders of the October
Revolution with the  Bolshevik
Party and their orientations were
fundamental for the course of the
revolution in the years
jmediately following.

The policy of "The Return ?o
Lenin",'rhe repubﬂoaﬂon of the
works of - Trotsky - andthe
condemnation - of - the crimes’ of
Stalinism is a loglcal expression

“of the immense progress of the
USSR which affects all the other
- workers Sstates wether In Eastern
‘Europe - or China,whatever the

" resistence encountered . on - the-

way.On the worid scale the effects
. of the changes in the Soviet Union
“are going to work as. a genersl
orfentation ‘o the world
revolution and will open a new

stage ' in the political renovation’

‘of the world communist movement
with profound effects: on. the

soclialist and  nationalist
revolutionary currents,.

.. The return Yo Lenin and. Tro‘rsky
which is now devel(op!ng..ts the
. ‘result of  the process which
developed during and after the
second. world war. ,when the soviet
- workers - state burled .the. nazi

. counter revolution and fused with.

" the expansion of the revolutionary

worid  process.Many. new . workers.
- states were established from East
.Germany to China.Effectively this .

undermined and weakened the old

Stalinist conception of "Soclalism

in a single country".Objectively
the road for the liquidation of
the . hureaucracy. - was. being
prepered,

The process of changes in f’ne,,
Soviet Union has been held back

not through the fimitation of fhe
workers - state  In
-because effectively marxism had
been expelied from. the USSR.The
type of functioning which Lenin
! and. Trotsky had developed with the
.. Bolshevik party was systematically
-~ destroyed by the buresucrscy which

- replaced the political life with
the masses by the control of
functionarles who did  not
9 -

+the deciston to publish the works

- privileges and power.,
his’

workers |
movement, the course of the Russian

“in

Itself,but

marxism : but : fhe
appeﬂ?e of the bureaucracy for-

Thus there was a delay in the

.changes in the workers states to

correspond to the objective change
in the relations between the
workers states ‘and the world

process,The regime of Khrushchev'

for example attacked the crimes of
Stalin, but this was very limited
in level and profundity.it did not

lead to a serious discussion on
the functioning of - the
bureaucracy.The period of

Breznev, in respect of this was not
the period of ¥stagnation® as Is
today suggested,During this period
there began a serious effort to
{iquidate the most pernicious and
corrupt layers of the
bmwracy,fw exanple ‘in the

frade unions and “the party.Since
then the process has acquired
force.dn  the  perfod  of
Gorbachav,especiaﬂy af*er the
19th Conference of the CPSU not
onily has there been a massive
offensive against the buresucratic
and corrupt efements but also the
beginning of efforts to develop
+he functioning of the workers
state on the basis of the
intervention] of the masses.

~Much has been done but at the
same time there is much fo do.Thus
the discussion on Stalinism must
be developed much more profoundly,
and - not as an academic question;
the full discussion of . this
pheromenon on the basis of marxist
method will accelerate enormously
the capacity of the CPSU and of

the ‘world comunist movement to

apply marxism in the present and
tn +he  future.!t would - increase
the confidence in the method and
the role of = the - party
throughout - the . world.Stalinism
perverted - marxism.The cleansing
of marxlsm from all the Stalinist
incrustation is an indispensable
base for the future progress of
humanity.

Foe example the recent discussion

over NEP has been obscured by
present

analogies with the
situation in the USSR which are
nof appncab!e.‘fhe USSR ?oday ‘does
nof need an NEP which means making
eoncessions to capifalism as some
people argue ‘in  the Sovief
Unlon,The  attitude of Lenin

fowards the NEP was thet he |

consfdeu-ed it neoessary in a very
d!fﬂcu%f moment in the USSR
af‘l'er the immense damage done to
fhe sovlet economy because of the
war against the whites.But he Saw

;fhts 8s 2 pcﬁcy of a shorf stage

which demanded constant vigilance
by the party and the soviets tfo
prevenf the excessive weighf of

_the peﬂ?' bourgeois ‘{ayers in the
country and even influencing the

par“l’y.The confribuﬂon of Trotsky
to this discusston was imporfanf
and has been ignored, beceuse he
foresaw . and. demonstrated that

~allowing the  development  of the

rich peasants  was creating a
serious denger.This was shown to

be correct and Stalin was obliged

4o change course abruptly towsrds

. Opposition ‘
“centralisation of the economy but

progress - of the

a violent ~ collectivisation ~and
without  preparation.The Left
- supported the

on the basis of the functlioning of
the soviets and a fully active
political tife in the party.

‘At the same time the decision of

the soviet leadership to see that

prices truly reflect the relations
of exchange in the workers state,
to terminate  with prices
arbitrarily decided by the
bureaucracy. Is an example of a
great conf fdence in the
functioning  of the  soviet
economy.This corresponds 1o the

objective need to liguidate waste

and to develop quality and not
only quantity of production.The
fimitation in the  present
discussion Is the tendency {0 see
the economy as the most lmportant

“factor In the development of the

Soviet Union~at least the
discussion is frequently posed in
+his way,placing emphasis on the
extension of trade with the most

“advanced capitalist economles and

on material incentives to overcome
economic  deficlencies.Also in
agriculture in front of the fraud

‘of the bureaucratic managment of

the land emphasis is now placed on
the leasing of the land.These
measures cannot give a solution to
such problems but reflect - only
the limitations in the functioning
of the party in confronting the
difficuitias which stem from the
bureaucracy.

The most importent conclusion
which comes fromn the slogen "The
feturn Yo Llenin® and the
publication of the works of
Trotsky is the need to elevate the

_political life of the CPSU.This is

a logical result of all the recent
USSR and the
to a  much . greater
participation of the

opening
political

,, poputation in the process of the
- government

of the  workers
state.From the October revolution
until. today there has ben s
fundamental change in the relation

of world forces.The objective
situation Is enormously more
favourable to socialism than the
period of Lenin and Trotsky.The
workers state s in
development and worid capitalism
as an historic system is In
trreversible decomposition.The
advantage 1s fotally on the side
of the workers state,but at the
same time that we welcome the
publication of the works of
Trotsky In the USSR,it is very
necessary 1o incorporate the works
of Posadas In this discussion.

The worid of today Is not the
worid of Lenin and Trotsky;their
works from the point of view of
principte have lost nothing;the
conditions have changed and demand
‘understanding of the situstion as
It exists today. Fosadas foresaw
the process which Is developing in
the USSR,referring to It as the
process of partial regeneration,in
refation to this Fosadss Yook
fnto  account the new conditions
and developed the analysis of
Trotsky on the political
revolution,posing that this will
not develop now iIn a violent
formeOn the basis of the new
situation with the end of
Statinism and the Inevitable re-
encounter of the workers states
with marxism , 1+ is thus necessary
to consider that the world lIs
“roady for commsnism®,

The function of the IV
international organised by Posadas
is not 1o compete with the
feaderships of the workers states
but to stimulate the political
{ife and develop the orientation
of the wortd communist
movement,Thus I+ Is necessary o
consider as a unity all the rich
experiences of the first seven
years ~of the soviet workers
state, the: profound experiences of

- t+he progress of the Russian and

world  revolution with the work
realised by Posadas.

it §s not possible 1o measure the
elevation of the workers state
only on the -base of economic

full

" eultural

The European Bureau.

success.kKhruschey presented the

world with  "goulash communism®
with the pretentious promise of
overtaking the Yankee economy in
thirty years.!t Is not possible to
measure the elevation of the
workers state solely on the
ecopomic ‘plane, although the
capacity of the Soviet Union in
the sphere of space Investigation
shows a great economic and
technical  ability.it is also.
necessary fo measure the workers
stete on the plane of the
superiority of human and cuitural
relations;the capacity to
establish 2  superior  human
comunication,to deveiop 8 soclety
in which the young and the old
participate without the policy of
exclusion which is the life of
private property,

The ‘USSR has entered on a new
historlc phase as the leadership
of -humanity.lt Is necessary that
Moscow should. act as a centre of
revolutionary fdess  which
strengthen the confidence of the
workers and revolutionary vanguard
in the application of +he marxist
method. it is necessary  to
reanimate the world . communist
movement with the sentiment of an
internstionalism which franscends
national frontiers,with the
understanding that the
construction of soclalism Is en
International task ‘which excludes
national solutions.The party s
not only necessary fo overthrow
capitalism but for the
construction of - communism,This

fatter s not a blind process as
was the development of class
soclety, 'but a2 process of
scientific construction based on
human sentiments.it Is necessary
also that the USSR may be seen as
a constant cenire of communist and
discussion, Impregnated
with a revolutionary culture not
submitted in any way to bourgeols
norms of culture as a symbol of
social status.Both Trotsky and
Fosadas have provided elements for
such a revolutionary culture which
must form part of the education of
ﬁne wortd revolutionary vanguard,
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King's Cross

The disaster of the Hilisborough

footbail :s?ad,i‘u:m is & further
horrific example of the callous
attitude fowards human  beings
expressed by the capitalist

,sysm.Scarce!y was the disaster

over than +he police were atready

blaming drunks and hootiganism for

what had ~occured. The head of
EUFA rushed tfo denounce the
football  fans  as  beasts.

Hiltsborough foliows the Bradford
_fire disaster where again many

fans died

what is very clear Is the

relaﬂonshtp this disas?*er has to

other disaster eisvher‘e j.e at
or Clapham.ariﬂsh
capltalism fries o run publlc

*miserable

The Hillsborough Disaster

services in the cheapest way
posible regardiess of the lives
involved, 1t reflects the decline
of the system and they expect the
population ~to carry the cost
inciuding with their

“lives. Football crowds are regarded

as trash by the ‘authorities who

“make no distinction between them

snd the semi fascist groups who
have intervened in  football

‘gatherings in a desperate effort

their
provoke

attention
selves
social disorder,

to
and

to  draw

No stadiums have been buitt In
Britain since the 1920's and the
result in that 1f <there are

- overcrowding - then  there

_the stadium which Is

through
is no
provision for this
contingency.With a simple exercise
of intelligence in which
capitalism has no interest,it is
obvious that in certaln conditions
the inner fencing to prevent fans
charging onto the pitch would be a

eamergency. situations

_death trap.On this occasion the

police did not even have the means
to see what was occuring when they
altowed more and more peop!ektn-ro
insufficlent
in size for such a crowd.

After such a disaster there wes a

Continued on pagé 4




The Manifesto of the First of May
| The Posadist IV International

On this First -of May,the masses of the world
celebrate having achieved e very elevated level of
development in  the struggles for progress and
social  transformations.A much more objective
relation has developed Dbetween all the
progressive,revolutionary,communist and socialist
movements and the workers states and in particular
with the Soviet union. it is not an organic refation
through meetings and congresses, but It is &
relation which the  masses of +he
worid,fundamentally +hose of the workers states
establish as a result of the development of social
inteliigence;there is a total integration between
+he smallest country or movement with the Soviet
Unlon and the other workers states o work
objectively,impeiling progress in all forms,in all
spheres in science,art,culture  and human
relations.The thought of Cde Fosadas finds
expressionshumanity — elevates ifself to work as 2
unified entity and is ready now to live communism.

_Al} the events show that now humanity is
concentrated more and more through the progress of
the workers states,Everything which Is  being
discussed,every event in the workers states Is
discussed by the masses of the worid.This
integration is the ~characterisation of the
inteltigence already achieved by humanity, which
feels In this way that it is overcoming the
oppression of  capitalist life to achieve the
highest level in the world which is represented by
the constant economic,social,po!thcal sscientific
and athletic progress of the workers states. On the
other hand no one discusses the conferences and
measures of NATO,of the IMF,of the ECM or of the
Church and the Papacy;despite the fact that the
capitalist press exerts a pressure on the masses fo
submit them to these even?s.men the masses discuss
the problems of life and the exper‘lences of the
capitelist system, they do I+ with the objective of
increasing their wiil to struggle and +o organise
the activity to overthrow It,But when Gorbachev
speaks.whefher in UNO,in a meeting of the CPSU or
in a Congress like that of the ICP, everybody takes
notice and discusses.;not because they believe that
everything being applied now “in the USSR is a
scientific remedy, but because I+ is convinced that
what Is happening s the expression of a necessary
discussion " in a society which. is led by the
objective of progress and that now the problems of
Stalinst backwardness are being resolved.The
process is attracting at the same time the whole
world to a cowmon progress,fo a: common human
conduct in front of the fundamental problems of

the 1ife of humanity.This is the level which the
maturity of the world and the relations of world
forces express and which favour fhe anti
capitalist struggle. o

Capitalism concentrated all its energles to smash
Afghanistan.m'rh the intervention of the soviets iIn
1979,the soviets contained the most  reactionary
intentions of imperialism,at the same time that
with limitations and difficulties, they affirmed a
revolutionary process . which until now has
developed . empirically.They have created an

important social base of support for the revolution

and have linked this to the worid. The soviets

withdraw todey the military assistance and world -
capitalism s unable to Inpose itseif because of

the resistence of the masses who armed by the
government and the soviets are convinced that It is
. necessary. to continue with the ‘revolutionary

process.Afghanistan a:iready constitutes & pert of
the camp of the world revolution and “as such is -

defended by the masses of the woridJit Is for this
reason that imperialism camnot work or invade or

create any important movement to defeat the process’

developed with the contribution of the soviets,
“ The soviet intervention ~In 1979 has 'been

fundamental +to establish. relations ~which™ today -

decide In the world and in the soviet Union,Without
this Intervention,the present policy "of Internal
democratisation woutd not exist,the “"revolutionary

perestrolka®, it Is for this reason that on the

_objectives given to It .
. leadership,republican  or denocratic,That  the

First of May we salu're the international soviet
combatents who intervened In Afghanistan and we
express all our love and fraternal homage to the
fifteen thousand soviet soidiers who gave thelr
fives struggling to impel the progress for
socialism, :

The elections in the USSR have constituted an
experience for the whole of humanity and have shown
o the world the maturity of the soviet peoplejthey
are not the "first stages of democracy® but they
are the firm steps of a people who have full
consciousness that the Soviet Union represents a
superfor soclal regime which Is the guide and
inspliration of miliions and miilions throughout the
world,The role of the party has been affirmed In
the leadership of the country and the masses have
sought to give new impuise to the process of
cleansing fin the buresucratic apparatus.These
elections are still not an important Instrument
which allows all the creative capacity and
intelligence of the soviet masses t0 be expressed
as they have been |imited to the election of

E represen?aﬂves for organisms which do not have

much er or poﬂﬁcal funcﬂcnlng.in any case the
masses have uﬂlised them to express their most
complete integration with the workers state and
with the party, et the same time that they condemn
the most sberrant leaders and buresucratic
practices. They have voted for conmunisfs who most
identify with the policy of changes or those who

. .may represent fransﬂory points of support for the

opposition to the most corrupt fayers - of the
bureaucracy like Yeltsinjor also some nationalist
{eaders who have been voted not as nationalists but

- . as instruments to condemn buresucratic control,

The soviet people participated messively in the
elections.Worid capitalism speaks of ‘the "first
steps of democracy in the Soviet Union® and hides
because of its class interests what democracy
means for the North american people.Bush went o
the Presidency of the first capitalist country with
fess that twenty percent of the electorate..The

_American people is not remote from the destines of

their country, but dec!yams clearly agsinst the
by the political

populstion is concerned finds expression in the
demonstration of 600,000 women in Washington in
defence of the right to abortion,

The demonstration in the United States {ike the
development of the struggles throughout the worid
s the result of the _process ‘which  the workers
states are living through.The USSR is at the head
of this process but at the sawe time It moves all
the socialist: counfries,aceelerqftng the stages
towards the. unlﬂcaﬂon ‘of the workers states and
of the whole of the worid comrunist movement,The
fr?p of Sheverdnazde,his meeting with the Chinese
communist leaders as part of the future meeting of

" the Soviet ‘and Chinese leaders and the visit of

Gorbachev fo Cuba are events of vital Importance in
“this stage of history.Capitatism has been able to
count as 2 means of prolonging its stay on the
divisions and polemics between the workers states,a

result of the clash of Interests between ruling

bureuucraﬂc camari!!as.‘foday this process is iIn
reverse.The progress of hisfory,represenfed by the
progress of sclence,culture snd of the expertence
of the  masses, imposes uniﬂcaﬁcn.Even the most
‘backward bureaucratic camarmas,nke the Chinese
cannot oppose this process of centralisation of the

soclalist camp which s a heavy blow at the

capitatist system,

The visit of,Gorbac,hev‘fo Cuba concentrates all the.

fatest progress of the changes ’_in the Soviet
_Union.The differences in positions between Castro

and the Soviet ieadership are public,but even so

and  without the most complete undersfand!ng

Gorbachev went to discuss.in the epoch of Stalin a

difference of this type would have meant that the

bureaucracy would have crushed and imposed as

Statin . did with soms workers states in Europe,or
that he would abandon them to the capitalist market

© as with Yugoslavla and In part China.Now ?hls Is’

practically

not the case.The factor ,de*emin‘lng the soviet
jeadership is not  the ¥nfnr-bmaucraﬂc
competition, but the fact that both counfrl% form
part of a system,the system of the workers states
and it Is for this reasop that they make a thirty
years agreement which has as an objective to help
Cuba to develop to the level of the most developed
countries of COMECON.While Castro considered thst
in the USSR they were putting into operation a
serles of capitalist measures in the economy, and
that these could be determinant,the Soviet Union
proposes and resoives an agresment wH‘h Cuba with
criteria which have nothing fo do  with
capitatiism. I the economic proposals on the parf of
the soviet leadership,of inoorporaﬂon of market
forms and prices, self management and renting the
fand were determinant in the USSR it would not be
possible fo conclude an agreement like that signed
with Cuba which in purely economic ferms is a

total loss on the part of the Soviet Union.The
agreement does not have the objective of investing

o make profit but of susfain!ng Cuba as a workers

state.The hundreds of thousands of  Cubans who
received and accompanied the visit of Gorbéchev,
wanted to express all thelr adhesion to the sovie*
workers state and to impel the process of
democratisation also in Cuba.At the same time there
Is & hiatus between this objective process and the
preparaﬂon and the developmen‘r of the taadersh!ps
which have been constructed In '!'he period of
Stalinism and which continue then with afl the
vices of bureaucraﬂc practice together with the
absenoe of ponﬂcal understandtng which ts the
result of the caricature to which the marxist
method was reduoed in that period.

The eriticism of Stalin In the USSR takes the form
of the"return to Lenin® and the rewblicaﬂon of
the works of Tm'rsky, whlch means  already
a nehab!ﬂ‘raﬂon.'fhe Posad!sf v
International asks of the soviet comrades the

; rehabititation of . Trotsky.This Is not our

vindication. as a movement but we cons!der the
rehabiiitation to be & necessity thet ﬁve workers
state cannot avold while I+ moves on the road of
progress.,

The conc!usions of the Round Table in Poland
between the opposition and the leadership of the
POUP still represent an agreement in the spheres of
the buresucracy.A = sector of the communist
leadership seeks support In the working class fo
fmpel democratic changes and believes that this is
the way, which shows the lack of theoretical and
potitical pr'eparaﬂon of the Follsh

_leadership."Sol Idarity® does no? represent the

working class.!t has been changed into a centre of
intellectuals and privileged layers of the workers
movement  and !ayers who defend prtvate interests
like the small  landed proprietors, all sectors
protected historically by the bureaucracy.lt Is
for this reason that this agreement cannot be an
insfrumnffoovercome?hepoweroffhe
bureaucracy.There are no proposals for  the
Intervention of the ‘working class,of the masses or
for the creation of soviet organs, but they are all
initiatives which tend to contain the effects of
+he critical  intervention of the proletarlat and
the communist base.

“Pluralism is ﬂot an ?nsﬁ‘umnf of progress of the
workers ' state.On the contrary it represents the
iatention to preserve . the -interest of diverse
fayers of soclefy on vhich ‘bureaucratic power

‘supporfs Hse!f.As 2. result of the political

perversion which re!gned In ﬂ\e communist movement,
during the period of S'l'aﬂn,i‘ha existence of
different poslﬂons Is legitimate and these can

remain as a result of different experiences and
fconciustons.buf it is necessary to discuss at the

same  time that the struggle is for the  common
objective which is soclialism.But the "piuraltsm" of
which capitalism ooncetves and tn ‘part some

“-communist partles  Is that of ‘the . poﬂﬂcal
*representation . of different Interests.The workers

state !a a transitionatl sfaf-e wvhich has as Iifs
Conftnued on page 4
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objective the elimination of classes andc!ass'

{nterests.The leadership 1Is the working class
through Its function in the economy and in
ksoclefy.‘fhe existence of prtvafe or sectional
Interests does not correspond with the ob,;ecﬂves
of ‘the workers state.lf these exist and are

"ma!n'!'a!ned Through plurat!sm,w fs' with the

objective of containing the effects of = the
independent intervention of the working class and
of the par?y.The construction of soclalism is an
ob,;ecﬁve pmcws,defemmed by " the ‘sesrch to
elevate the human refation and not +he mediation
befween different layers.'mfs is 8 rationsl and
‘ scimtﬁc construction which requires the party
‘as instrument in which the sectors with the greater
understanding of soclety participate.Within the
party there can oo-exisf different evaluaﬂons and
tnferprefaﬂons, but there Is a ‘Unity in the

» objecﬂve of the oonsmcﬂon of sociansm.

 The problems of nationalism ‘appear In various
foms in the different workers states,and also they
have different ortgms.Yugoslavia is’ affected
ﬁarough the policy of ‘self management which has
created negiomt bureaucraﬂc {ayers who base their
power on dispu?e and separaﬁon between reglons,in
the USSR they arise as an his?orical legacy of the
policy of Skatin and as '@ result’ of  the
‘oonﬁnuaﬂon, sven with the progress realised, of
an insufficient democratic jife of the masses.The
rising in Georgia Includes an important qusstioning
by the Georgian magses of the ‘burdautratic
apparafus of the parfy,foge?her with the existence
of reactionary for*ces.‘me demand for - independence
dogs not correspoud to any neoessify of the economy
or of society, but Is the ul¥imate defence of the
bureaucraﬂc layers developed in the sheiter of the
reg!me ‘of Stalln which now enter in open coliision
with the process of tncreasing ‘democratisation. The
repmsion wounted by a part of the secfcr of the
amy has been a preclpifafe action which pre-
enm‘ed a solution taking info account the
parﬂclpaﬁon and opinion ‘of the masses”  =which
was brought into application afterwards.A sector of
the leadership proposed +o 9o to discuss and to
make the Intervention of the working class welgh in
. the discuss!on.’rhe tatter decides objectively and
7 accordance with national
interests Now,anyway +he situation is returning fo
~normality and the confrol of the cities ts belng
made 'rhmugh committees of vorkers and mititia.

The capitalist system wants to p!ace “the natfonal
; problems as evidence of the failure of the workers
state,when the said problems are the inheritence of
+he reghae of ;:rivafe property which the
bourgeolste was and is incapable of solving.The
USSR has allowed the prcgress of nationalitles to
kdevetop fmm ‘the greatest ‘backwardness to the
‘greatest possibl!iﬂes afforded by the workers
‘ state.Meanwhile capH’ahsm matnfa!ns repression
over naﬁons fike !reland or Corsica,where the
ksocians*r govemneﬂf gives a jower status to the

. French ciﬂzens of the island,But the most eviderﬂ'
dmmsfraﬁon of fhe incapacity of capifaiism as a
world system to resofve the nztional problem is the
issue of the Palestinians. \

The Struggle of the Palestinlans continues,

The sfmgg!e of the. Paiesﬂnian masses. :Is fhe
Vietnam of this s‘t'age.The !eadershtp does not
represent the same programme with which the NF
mobllised, but the will Yo struggle contained in

the persistence of the Intifade-with the active

par'rlcipaﬁon of the women and children-

ooncen?ra'hes the fervem desire of humanify to
transform socie?y.Such a conﬂnu!fy of smggle

with so much security to confront one of 'me most
armed. and murderous. regimes In history can on!y be

. - based -on the  consciousness of the htswic
- franscendsnce of this struggle,
. The Palesﬂnian people do not feet Yike beggars who

ask. for a piece of %and,, ‘but teg!ﬂmm'e
represenfaﬂves of humni?y in. the progress 1o

socialism.They fee! fhemse!ves to be supported by
the whole world,by the Latin Averican masses who

have overfhrown the dic?aforshtps of Stroessner and
Pmoche‘l',; Imposed ?he 3egiﬁma+e existence of
Nicarsgua in spite of the siege of +he Yanks and
have stimulated and ted to fhe triumph  of the
Yorkers Par?y of Brasil—-wﬁh the suppoﬁ‘ and the
participation. of the Posadis'r comrades and are

. preparing in Argenﬂna new and more profound
, revo!uﬂonary results

in the future electoral
?riumph of Permism.The triumph of the party of
Lula in ‘Brasil is the +riumph of a parfy which
based on the trade unions develops the capacity and
programme fo lesd and aﬂ’rac? the resf ‘of the
popular soc!at secfors.

The process of the unifieation in the
intemaﬂonal communist movement affects also the
comumsf parties like +the Itallan whose recent
Congress reafﬂrmed s central ‘role ‘In the
process of fhe socialis¥ transformation of itaty.

. .The tendency ‘which wants to $ransform ‘the party

into the social democracy has no*l' been able to
imose i'tsetf and has fost pos?ﬂons in the leading

- organisms of 'rhe par’t’y.‘fhe socialist and social
. democr'aﬂc parﬂes have been aocor@ﬂces of the

prooess of the ‘restructuring of Industry which has
had disestrous results for the standard of living

_of the masses and leaderships like those of

Gonsalez of Spain have been confronted " by the
masses and thelr own party base.if the German

ksocia! demcrafs do not accept completely the
__programme of capitahsm and its restructuring, it

is because they are in oppos!ﬂon.!f is correct to
appea! to the youth and to fhe base,to the left of
the Socians# parties, But i+ s impossible to
@end on the bcurgeots ‘teadership.Now at this
moment there s an imporranf opposition in the

- leadership of the German USPD “on “the part of the

young soctatis?s(dusos} who In their recent
congress decided upon the afitance with the Greens

, _and_the guaranfeed wage for youfh and also on

the part of the trade unlons who demanded the
reducﬂcm of +he working day 0 'rhirfy five hours
with no reducfmn “of saiary,wmte fhe leadership of
Lafonfaine does not agree wH’h this,Thus it Is
necessary to appeal for a Umfed Front of

communists,socialists ‘and ko'f, the trade union

‘ centres -and of the rest of the forces of progress

+o homogenise the soclal and trade union gains of
all Europe,to mobilise afl the progressive social

From page 2 ‘
great wave of human sentiment
expressimng - the grief
,parﬂcutarty for the many young
people who had died. The ruling
class was obliged o Jom in,But
it is exacﬂy thelr system of lack
of investment and fack of interest
in peoptes fives which led to this
situation.For them the {ife of the
population is cheap,for the ruling
class nothing but the best will
do. ' :

The football buresucracy comes
out of it badly.Always ready to
‘fake fhe money of +he fans,they
are not so keen +o shell out for™
safe'ry, b‘{g transfer fees byt not

much money for the = safety of
suppor“‘l’el's wha apparenﬂy have no

_decisions,

“ sorresponding

representation in the ctubs.;fhaf

. would Interfere with. . business
The cult of comeﬂﬂve sport. and
. the excitement generated by It
still shows the btimitation in the
political and  soclial . life of
Britain.The more  the  population.
was involved  In.the running of
society, the less
interest in  passive spectator
sport. The Hilisborough disaster
has emphasised . yet -again that
capitalism constently . generates
'mcabre situations becsuse it has
no interest in human capital,only current {0
in profits for the use of a tiny
minority without perspective and measures < - .and counter the
geared to making the populstion
pay for its own parasitism.. .

forces as part of the political campaign of the
European elections.

Capltelism does not have any other perspective
+han Yo reduce the conquests made by the masses in
‘a previous perfod.The trade unlon: struggle has been
shown 16 be Insufflcient by ltself slone to contain
the plans of caplitalism.More and more. a politicsi
development s demanded of the trade unions,the
political ~struggle -with the objective of
tiquidating the capitaiist system.The struggle of
‘the working class in Europe,the general strike in
Spain and ‘France which have seen as never before

‘the ' unification of the soclalist and. communist

centres,the present  sirikes: in Italy are of a

‘profound pol ftical content puﬁing into question

capitalist power,
The capltalist system Is going through fhe most

“profound ‘crisls of its-history.it has developed an
< unparatieled world power concentrated in few hands,

but ‘such - a' power In . -the  economy finds no
potitical representation.The
leadership of = Bush lacks .any . . initiative;
Nixon,Kissinger and the centre which. works through

the ClA and - the: Pentagon stimuiate him to confront

the soviets in a harder way and draw attention

to the effect which the policy of Gorbachev is
_having on the centralisation of the totality of the

forces of capitalismMWith the policy of agreements
begun by Reagan, the soviefs seek to Influence
those forces of captfalism fearful of a final
confrontation with the workers states. Capi?aﬁsm
does not resist fhis type of noowexistence® on the
parf of the soviets who sign arms agreements at the

. same  time that fhey renew relations with the
;Chinese,defend Afghanisa?n,sus‘fatn Cuba  and

Nicaragus,develop pohﬂcal Initiatives and weigh
with au?hor‘ify in the Middle Easf.Thaf is to say
they develop agreements with capitalism at the same
+ime that they apply a pollcy which corners it on
a world scale, vhile the process of soviet

kdemocraﬁsaﬂon stimulates immense forces In the

capifa!isf countries;even in the United States.
The capifansf system has developed all its

present . power,all  its grea? " productive and
_competitive capaci‘l‘y,creaﬁng the worst conditions

of life and of existence in the whole hisfory of
humani?y.'rechnclogy placed at the service of
capitalist pmducﬁon and of its war preparaﬂons
not. onty generates svery type of contamination and

of ecological d:sasfer, but shows ﬁ'seff incapable

of resolving and . intervening to diminish the damage
of "incidents" -{ike that of Alaska.The ecoiogicat
movements which have developed in the last stage
develop towerds anti-capitaiist conciusions,some of
them - .empirical,but . anyway. they . correspond  to
solutions which .cannot be achieved within the

- margins -of .capitalist productionjas now in italy
_where they pose the the sbolition of the use of

chemical produc'rs in agricuﬂure.w is necessary
that the greens participate together with the
working class,the  communists and the
socwlisi‘s,cenfra!%smg the sfruggtes of the masses
wH'h & programme of anﬂ capi‘l'atis+ measures,
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the strategy of the bourgeoisie
who seek to contain social changes
by evoking the dangers of
wleftism?, associated with
ferrorism.

The example of the success of the
Workers Party in Brazit is going
4o welgh in the  process in
Argentina.The ~activity of the
fosadist forces in  the elections
wes fo sustain the centratisation
of +he class around Peronismwhile

would be the

at the same time developing the
formation of  a consclous class
stimulate the
- application . of anti capitalist

mangeuvres.. of . the . bourgeois
.. layers of the Peronist spparatus.
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Editorial

THE PROBLES

S OF THE

ECONOMY AND THE
ENVIRONMENT HAVE NO
SOLUTION OUTSIDE THE
PROGRAMME OF

SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS

The Euro-elections were . of
ti++le Interest ‘o the masses of
the EOM  counirles.Capitalism
+ries to give the Impression that
a new world Is at hand with
1992.The population knows
differently.it will be more of the
same that Is  ,more swindles,more
euphoria for money bags,more and

more polarisation of - the
classes,Capitalism has no  new
perspective in 1992, The

parliamentarians: who have  been
- elected may feel themselves fo be
of +he highest tmportance but the
' Euro Parliament is a facade for
- +he big commercial and industrial
' interests,a centre of . national
quarrels,nothing more.The serious
' business resides  with - the
- corporations and NATO.

Nearly - fifty percent of the
electorate abstained.But In spite
of +this the partles that gained
were those of the left and . the
greens.The greater strength of the
greens Is a reflection of tensions
within +the bourgeoisie
Itself.Sectors of the latter feel
as threatened as- the rest of the
population by the monomaniac
pursuit of wealth at the expence
of humanity and the environment,

by the  central  forces of
capltalism, The fact that
Thatcher 1s obliged fo appear

green shows the effects of this,
In all, these Furo elections
demonstrate the Immense social and
political debility “of
capitalism.its perspectives
engender only scepticism.The fact
that the masses cannot  take full
advantage of +this situation is the

result of the Ineptitude and lack
of preparation of the workers

parties wh fch in general are
hitched o reformism and flve
ensconsed in  national  pre-

occupations,the results of +he
legacy of stalinism and the
outdated social democracy.

French imperialism utilised the
annlversary of +the revolution fo

give some cover for the meeting of
the International gang of
thieves,the ‘"eroup of Seven
Summit¥.The . marginalisation of
British imperiallsm = provoked
Thatcher into various  Insults
about the French revolution, now
that = Mitterand and Kohi have
become more cemtral in relations
of capitalism with the Soviet
Union  and that  British
imperialism in its relation fo the
Common Market Is not in the most
compéﬂﬂve - of
outcome of the meeting of the gang
of thieves presented nothing new
at all.lt showed world imperialism
without  any new fdeas,simply
relterating that the so called
udeveloping countries® must obey
the banks and attract foreign
capital by the right
potlcles.Pol fution and drugs were
condemned with +alk of
sinternational®  co~operation,but
as. these problems stem from the
very heart of capitalism,it was
simply a case of the polluters
proceeding as - usual .Gorbachev

"pushed &t the gates on the line of

frying to influence some sectors
of capitalism +o trade more with
+he Soviet Unfon,but whatever
verbal responses capltalism may

positions.The -
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make to these proposals the only
line in which imperialism would
be inferested would be to Impose

semi . colonial si‘afus on the
workers states.Hence the
possibiiities of economic

col laboration between capitalism

away fromthe electoral  base of
capitalism, " The direct
intervention of the proletariat In
the docks,the rallways and sirike
of the local government workers fs
part of the greater conflidence of
the population to Intervene

the capltalist system Is [mmense
and the Labour party apparatus can
no longer block the effects of the
wortd process In Britain.Stalinism
was thelr best ally and that Is

_golng.When the soviet proletariat

Intervenes on the scale that s

and the \Workers States are  agalnst the enfeebled capitalist  has,the effects are going fo be
Himited, regime.Objectively there is  a world wide,not least In Britaln
form of united front of workers, giving confidence that It s
The dictatorship in Britain Yeachers,doctors,greens, ' agalnst . possible to  develop a
flounders in more and  WOre L o iiaiist regime. it would be  discussfon on the need for  a
difficulties.The EPWE!?CﬂmS possible to turn this - info a  programme of soclal
were a disaster for it and showed catastrophe for capitalism but the  fransformations,for  an . economy
Its marked political veakness.The \p  oanabus  hopes to  help  that serves the rneeds of the
advance of the  Greens IS o pe0pien survive Its  population and not a narrow
especially disturbing for them, as decomposition, Thus when the NUR  swindling oligarchy, and throw out
I+ represents a slzesble bourgeols . ed down the offer,Kinnock was  the Thatcher dictatorship.
current who see fhaf capitalism most put out.To support the  17.7.89.
has fno Interest In settiing the proletariat Is a crime for these
issues of polliution and this takes people.Nonetheless the crisis for
The Greek Elections and the Advance of the Coalition of the Left.
We salute +he intervention of the later on.Florakis the leader of invitation,
Greek - Section  of - the iy the coalition rejected any idea The Greek section intervensd on
International in’ the - recent that the arrangement was - an © the  electoral  slate of the
elections,in which the Papandrecy “historic compromise®, The “Coalition" ,spsaking at meetings
government was - defeated,but  in ‘objective .is fo clean up . the and distributing teafiets . and
which the Coalition of the Left immediate financial publications of Cde Posadas “and

holds the pariiamentary
palance,Although +the right wing

- German-workers greet Gorbachev.

New Democracy gained in seats,the
election was much more a defeat of

the opportunist policies  of
Papandreou, than a gain for
capitalism,The . Left  Coalition
stood on a programme. . of
democratising the  economy  and
making it function for ‘the
senefit of the population.in the
effort to communicate with the
world, the programme  of the
coalition was ‘transiated info

English for the first time.

The
incoming
Coalition
manosuvre

agreement between the
government  and  the
is not an opportunist

but represents the
reality of OCreece-a precarious
situation for capitalism,vhere the
lef+ has gained In influence.The
agreement between the two parties
is for strictly limited objectives
as a prefude for new elections

scandals(katharsis) and o have an
all party supervision of the state
broadcasting system end  strict
scrutiny of state contracts by
parlismentary committees.in other

words the immediete miasma of
corruption associated with the
tast days of Papandreou's

putrefying regime can be cleared
out of the way so that the next
campaigns of the left can develop
in a more timpid
atmosphere,Mitsotakis the head of
the New Democracy. was obliged to
accept: Tzannetakis as transitionatl
Prima  Minister-who opposed the
previous military dictatorship-and

was also obliged to accept the
proposal  of the communists that

this transitionat government was" .

open to  all political forces
without exception®.Thus the way
was open to  Pasok to participate-
but the. leadership is so covered
in filth thet it repudiated the

the international,with a great
“welcome,The ideas of the section
are well known to the leaders of
the communist parties.During the
election various publications of
the left = gave = considerable
coverage to the 1ideas of the
international .Thus the periodicals
#The First® and,"The Nation®
published articles of the section
on support for the Coalition,the
attitude of the Posadists to the
events in China - etc, The
intervention of the comrades in
Greece confirmed +he original
anatysis of Cde Posadas that the
fesble nature of Greek capitalism
and the strong forces of the left
there, give great opportunity to
the section fo intervens, At the
same time the intervention aiso
shows the necessity - of Posadism
in the reorganisation of the world
communist movement,;in its re-

‘encounter with marxism.




The Discussion about China in the World Communist Movement. 21.1.81. J. Posadas

The fact that the "Cultural
Revolution® s discussed in Itseif
rather than for Its results shows
the lack of theoretical formation
in all +he Communist
parties.Nefther do they discuss
the  VWorkers States as. a
process,nor with a programmatic
conception.The Communists have no
fdea of this stage of the
construction of the Workers
State.For them, I+ Is a gradual
process ~out of capitalism and
carried out In such a way that
capitaiism does not reallise what
is happening.it Is a conception
which visualises the probiem of
+he economy as If It were & matter
of wlll ,rather than related to
the conception of history.Although
we criticised the limitations of
+he "Cultural Revolution® at the
+ime,we were the only ones that
showed that It had to be
defended,even {f I+ could not
reach its historic
objectives.These objectives could
not be reached because "cultural
revolutlions®are not the instrument
for the progress of the Workers

States.But the Cultural
Revolution® as i+ Fook
. place,demonstrated that the

leadership wanted to advance;the
problem was that It had no ldea
how to set about It.lt fried to
progress through the “Cultural
Revolution®.The Chinese Communist
Party was. bullt with cadres who
had no solid marxist basis.They
came straight from the war Into
the leadershlp of the party.At the
+ime of the Bolsheviks,thls did
not occur.Trotsky,for example was
a theoretical and  practical
organiser of the party who came
fnfo the army with all the
qualities of Intelllgence;these
qualities did not develop In this
way in the Chinese leaders.This is

why Trotsky is In the company of

Marx,Engels and Lenin.This was the
result of qualities and abliities
ihlch had developed In the Russia
of that time,

The Cultural - Revolutlon was
carried out by +the Chinese
leadership of the period in order
o .galn historic time;it was
effected In conditions when the
necessary party did not exist and
+his absence of the party relates
40 everything that heppens in
China,The Cultural Revolution was
something thet took place mainly
in +he sphere of the
leadership.This . is why Mao Tse
“Tung acted as a centre,with Chou
En Lal on the right and Lin Plao
on ‘the left.Chou was not a
rightest outside communism;he made
quite a few good proposals, but he
lacked understanding.He limited
his perspectives to a weak party
and  an  Immense uncuitured - and
unprepared. people and did not see
_the “necessity for a party.There
are many fine things In the {ife
of Chou which show that he was a
dedicated communist.Originally he

had’ been. In:France and  In the

French Communist party.
The . main - problem ~In. the
construction of China-ls the fact

that the party leadership dld not

2 ;

manage ‘to compensate for the lack
of proletarian support from which

it suffered.it did not compensate

for this by theoretical and
political understanding.On top of
this there was the brutal weight
and - enormous Influence exerted
agalnst China by Stalin.Stalin and
the bureaucracy = he - represented

were petrified with fear that If

China developed 1t would begin 4o
compete with them.

The current situationin China has
to be studied and the Cultural
Revolution has to be appraised as

part of the whole process. It has

to be seen as part of the Issue of
the formation

State, in such cases as
China,Yugoslavia and Rumania.lt Is
necessary to point out that

various workers states have not
advanced o Eoc}alism via

different roads or with different

methods and they did not discover
a "new road to soclalism¥.Far from
111 What these different couniries
illustrate however is the various
defects from the lack of marxist
formation in . *the  ocomunist
parties.The communists use marxism
to analyse one or other aspect of
capitallsm and even then not all
the aspects,but they do not
develop or apply the marxist
method fo the problem of the
construction of the party.This has
resulted in weak and superficial
parties. ;

Also they all Inherited parties
with an origin In Stalinismgthis
is not the responsibliity of the
present  leadership in  China
historically  speaking.The most

consclous leaders of the communist

parties had been killed;this was

also the case with the communist

parties of Europe.Thus varlous
communist parties developed an
orlentation and structure with an
emasculated notion of marxism,with

a natlonal Interest,which was
strictly speaking,Stalinist
Together  with

+his,the newly formed workers
states(after 1945) were forced to

rdefer 1o the Soviet bureaucracy

led by Stalin.it was in this
period = that  the first big
confiicts between the newly formed
Workers States and Stalin arose.
But It was not possible o

transform the Soviet Unlon into a:

gendarme to prevent +the
development of Workers States.The
end of Stalin was when he tried to
do this.Even In . the eyes of the
bureaucratic apparatus that
surrounded him,he became ‘a block
4o the development of the Soviet
Unlon.People like
Solzhenitsyn,writers and poets of
his type are not the strict
expression of  the apparatus of
Stalin,even though they come from
+he period of the beginning of the

creation of that apparatus.These
people could not be a pure

expression of that apparatus
because even then It was beginning
o ‘clash with the USSR in an
historic sense.in order to advance
+he USSR could not remain enclosed

‘just within Tiself.The apparatus

of +the ‘Vorkers

of +that period had begun to be an
obstacle in the path of the Soviet
Union.The USSR had to expand or be
tiquidated, I+ was the Inexorable
process of history that killed
Statin.it Is quite true to say In
a flgurative sense that even If
the bullets  and the +rigger
finger that finished him off were
human, i+ was the bullets of
history that kilied him.Stalin had
Yo be eliminated and In the event
i+ was a bureaucratic apparatus
that accomplished this.They did not
write,glve explanations,carry out
a political struggle or hold a
discussion to Justify doing it.1%
was not done In a way which would
have left history an experlence
from which to learn.lt was the
case of an apparatus having to
dispose of an old,useless
cbject.it Is from +this process
+hat all subsequent events unfold.

The Chinese leaders who |ived
under Stalin were subject to the

full welght of the Soviet
bureaucratic  apparatus.The - one
overwheliming fear of this

apparatus was that China would
develop, |1t dreaded the development
of China because +this would
produce,or so they feared a type
of political experlence that would
begin Yo have an influence inside
the Soviet. Unfon Itself.This
explains Stalin's policy of trylng
to dominate both the political and
economic spheres in China In order

+o pr‘even‘!" ~an Independenf
development  there.After the
war,the soviet leadership and

Stalin pressured Mao Tse Tung In
particular +o compromise and share
power with Chiang Kal Shek.!t has
to be remembered. that the Chinese
leadership then refused to make a
government with The bourgeoisle as
advised by Stalin.Statin followed
this by trying to impose on Tito
an alllance with the King of
Yugosiavia.The refusal of both Meo

and Tito led the soviet
bureaucracy to break  with
Yugoslavia and then with

China.This resulted in the Soviet
Unlon withdrawing the support,the
techniclans and the ald which it
had hitherto sent to China.A whole
batch of leaders like this Deng
Xiaoping who were confirmed In
their nationallistic
tendencles,came out of  this
strengthened In thelr ideas of a

_half way house between the YWorkers

State and the bourgeoisie.!n the
final analysls this tendency of

Deng defends the Workers State-but
with bourgeols policies.lt is not’

possibie Yo construct Workers

States with bourgeols policies.On ' ¢

the confrary the Workers. State
dispenses with bourgeois
policies.
Alms of the
Cultural Revolution.

1+ is necessary +o remember
whatever the necessary criticlsms,
fhe Cultura!l Revolufion and its
aims.lts aim was Yo further the
process of the revolution in
China.Even though we
criticised the the Cultural
rovolution in our fexts of that

have

epochy,and we criticised  the
Dazibaos,we never joked about all
this.What we said was that It was
absurd to be forced to . stick
papers on walls In a Workers State
in order to put forward a
position.We use walls fo announce
party policles on posters,or fo
publicise Information, but walls
cannot be used as a clandestine
means of developing thought.The
Party has fo be the means of
discussion,but i+ Is quite
reasonable Yo put the results of
discussion on walls for everyone
+o see.But such posters cannot be
a correct medium for Internal

Party polemics.

The underlying fact of - the
policles of the present counter
revolutionary Chinese leadership
Is that i+ Is creating a situation
which cannot last for very much
longer.The world is not going In
the direction of thelr
aspirations.Stalin is a decisive
proof of this.Stalin had wmore
powsr than tfen counfries like
China put ‘togethersThis did not
pravent his !iquidation, because
he did not colnclde with ‘the
process of history.This present
Chinese leadership Is in a similar
position because It iries to
confine China within nationallst
sentlments mixed with a fair
quantity of national bourgeois
interests which go counter fo the
process In the whole world,The
worid s going to Communism.The
most backward countries In the
world In such places as Hong Kong
which s geographically part of
China are ripe for the time when
they will rise fo construct the
Workers State.The conditions for
+his present Chinese. leadership to
prevall do not exist.lt cannot
call the tune of history.

The attitude of the Soviets is
one of walting for matters to
sort themselves out in China.But
1+ 1s an error of the Soviets not

fo intervene more ‘In China than
they do.The reason for this
fallure to intervene more often Is
+helr ouwn bureaucratic apparatus
which fears that I+ wiil be
shattered 1f they state shaking up
+he existing Chinese set up.True
such an activity would shake up
the soviet bureaucracy. and this
all stems from the lack of marxist
formation.Mao Tse Tung had the
marxist Intention of developing
China and making I+ a functioning
workers state, but he tried to do
1+ In competition with the USSR
and that Isolated him from the
Soviet Union and he continued to
malntain the same distance when

Stalin was gone.

The current process. In China
shows a complete absence of co~
ordination between the
deepening crisls of caplitalism,the
growth of soviet world Influence

aven among the
intel lectuals,sclentists and
workers of the  capitalist
couniries and the lack of

preparation of communist parties
without a marxist conception.Ali
the communist parties come from
the epoch of Stalin.The communist
parties are like a body whose head
is not strictly speaking that of
Stalin because already they have
more advanced ldeas than him, but
whose organism is sti{l what It
was under Stalln.These problems
have not been put into discussion
in the Communist parties but we
do.This Is why we are so convinced
that no  movement  which .goes
agalnst ‘the marxist progress of
history can possibly develop.hone
of these movements can possibly
develop - because they  do not
correspond Yo the level  of
intelligence = now reached by
humanity and  nelther do they
correspond to  the materlal and
mititary refations already

Continued on page 3

“p greeting to the democratic aliyn®

- Printed by The Rusself Press. Nottinghafind



e

established.In order to exist the
Soviet Union has to develop;i+ has

to  stimulate  revolution In. the
worid.The present Chinese
leadership on the contrary,in

order to develop has to stop
revolutions and hope for
capitalism to prosper and to
destroy the USSR In war.
Leaderships such as the present

one in China,go ‘towards
nationalism because +they lack
marxist preparation,They
interpret,organise and plan

acording to concrete nationallst
ways rather than marxist ones.in a
country as oppressed and backward
as China nationalism came close to
marxism.This Is not because it has
anything to do with marxism or
that 1+ forms part of marxist

thought, 1+ Is because in such
countries any progress has fo take
place within a struggle with
imperialism.National can seem iike
marxism because a struggle has fo
be waged agalnst the exploiters in
order to develop the couniry.

The policy of Deng Xlaocping and
the group around him Is based on
the ldea-which Is pure {llusion~
that they can take advantage of
both capitalism and the Soviet
Unfon to contain the world
revolution and further their
interests on that basis.This Is
all wishful  +hinking and
delusion, !t Is the dream of an
anclent mandarin and shows the
lack of marxist preparation which
1s a result of the Stalin perlod
and creates rifts among the
commun i sts Many comnunist
leaderships In Europe-Poland is an
example~ are left over from the
Stalin  period.About half the
Folish leadership comes from that
+ime.The Polish leadership Is no

fonger  Stalinist, but  thelr
political and programmatic
conceptions  remaln In  fact

Stalinist.That Is to say,they seek
a  policy of  agreements,of
arrangements and combinations with
capitalism in order to stimulate
individual  interest.They plan

according Yo individual
interest.They think that they can
develop a better economy than
capltalism in this way.They hope
that as a consequence people will
be attracted,but this Is false.The
USSR has come from conditions of
absolute scarcity and poverty, but
has managed to. extend [Its
authority throughout the world.At
the same time,capitalism which has
plenty and destroys food no longer
has any authority anywhere.The
Soviet Unlon produces more and
more children,that Is the twenty
workers states and capitallsm has
fost all its children which were
the colonies.

The “Great Leap Forward",

The communist parties have o
discuss  all this.it should be
discussed how was It possible for
+he Chinese leadership to go from
Mao tse Tung who was a
revolutionary - to the present
feaderhip of Deng Xiaoping which
is criminal How has this happened?
How has China managed to have a
whole string. of currents In the
leadership in.a very short time
after Mao? Llu Shao Shi,Chou en
Lai,Lin Plao efc.it was the

tendency which made +the Communes
which managed Yo ‘take China
forwards.The Communes were the
medium  through = which  China
developed and they gave the
couniry a tremendous economic and
social impulse,

The mistakes of the "Great Leap
Forward® were in the
accounting(invented figures).When
they made such errors It was not
because they were unable fo count
but because they based themselves
on -an erronecus conception.The
leadership was In such a hurry fo
supersede the soviet
bureaucracy,so anxious not to
depend on the soviets that they
Invented fligures and embarked on
grandiose plans which led ‘o many

errors.This shows  that  the
leadership was already very
weak.They did not have any

criminal motives In planning the
"Great Leap Forward® but they were
certainly mistaken.Today however
this tendency of Deng in another
thing. !t killed Lin Piao and this
indicates +the development of a
murderous cllquejas murderous as
Stalin.The death of Lin Plao was
akin to the murder of Bukharin In
+he USSR,

The objective development of the
workers state is uncontalnable. it
can be delayed and complicated,
but it cannot be prevented because
the workers state Is a necessity
for the progress of history.lt is
iike science in the sense that all
the sclentists can be killed,but
+he base established by sclence
generates in furn new
sclentists;they appear In better
conditions and In such condltions
learn the Importance of human love
and  objectivity.This  allows
sclence to base {tself on the
decislve centres which are human
love and love for the objective of
placing sclence In the service of
humanity.in other words,the birth
of scientists who are superlor fo
what went before.it is like this
because the progress of> human
relations is not determined by the
whimg ~ of  leaderships,but by
cbjective humanity.The progress of
human relations is an objective
necessity.

At the time of Stalin this
necessity was hindered.The
tmpediment came from the party and
from the relations in  the
world;there was only one vorkers
state,the USSR and the development
of the revolutionary process was
slower.However the revolutionary
process was being prepared and
very well because It was only a
few years later that new
revolutions followed the six years
of the war.Cleariy the war would
not have generated revolutions had
there  not - been previous
preparations within the masses,if
+he populations had been submitted
Yo individual anguish or fear for

thelir }Ives,had they  been
submitted +o Individual
interests, individual economic and

sexual pressures and conceptions—
such as those limited to the love
between parents and children-there
would not - have been - such
preparation.These {imited
experiences did not prevall. and

+his Is the reason why it was the

revolution that friumphed in. the
war.The vanguard had a base of
support In the Soviet Union and it
used this as a corner stone for
the advance of the conditlons of
the masses of the world.The masses
of the world {ived the experiences
of the Soviet Unlon.They could not
make this evident immediately, but
they made I+ evident In the course
of the war. Today the process is
Immeasurably more advanced than

-~ then.it is for that reason that

the calculations of the present
Chinese leadership are stupid.They
make stupld calculations based on
individual Interest and egotism
which s ralsed *to a kind of
national egotism,rooted In wishes
rathen than historic analysis.This
Chinese leadership has no future
at ali,

The development of the workers
state Is a necessity of {ife.lt is
the objective necessity of the
development of +he
economy,sctenoe,ar’f,'rechno'togy and
human relations.it Is a necessity
of progress,and there Is enough
maturity in the world to give form
fo this necessity.

That the world Is mature could
already be seen in the fact that
there were twelve  couniries
engaged In revolution even before
the last war was flinished,before
1945,The most Important guerrilla
struggle against nazism In those
days was not the process which
occured in Italy.The most
important mass struggles were
those in Czechoslovakla,Poland and
Germany because these countries
became = workers states.ltaly did
not.The gquerrilla struggle In
Italy did not destroy capitallst
power but fn Poland they did and
constructed the workers state.This
is why 1t Is necessary to discuss
in depth the social objectives of
the guerriila movements of that
period.The {talian resistance
movement had a bourgeois
programmatic character and imited
Itself to supporting one bourgeois
sector against another.in
Poland,on the other hand,the
Polish masses constructed the
workers state in. conditions of
having +o makd  incalculable
sacrifices.Thelr communist party
won In spite of being a tiny
minority because it represented
the Interests of the people and
based Itself on the Soviet
Unfon History lald the bases for
the truth to iriumph even If I+
is going to be delayed,Truth

signifles policy,programme and
experience.lt signifies all the
necessary aspects for  the
objective development of

mankind.Capitalism visualises the

fruth as in the case of the
Dreyfus Trial,The rehabliitation
of Dreyfus was demanded with
demonstrations for the
restoration of  "™ruth  anfd
Justice® However there Is

something much more important in
history than the Dreyfus case and
that Is the case of Trotsky.The
capitalists as much as the
comunists do not glve amy
tmportance to this, but the frial
of Trotsky signifies all the same
a debate on the norms of a new
society Capitalism is not

Continued on page 4

The process in the USSR and the need
for a renewed Communist Party.

The effects of the process of partial regeneration in the

Soviet Union are the centre of human history - In this
stage.The chorus of capitallst commentators speak of a
erisls of communism,it Is not a crisls of communism, but a
crists of growih In the workers states which can only find a
solutfon on the basis of a return to marxlism,a re~gncounter
with marxism.The attempts at a partial democratisation In
the Soviet Union are only the beginning of a process which
objectively by passes the capacity of the leadership.!t has
already posed a multitude of problems which are going to
demand much more compiete answers than have been posed
hitherto.But there Is no goling back and it Is precisely the
concentration of the soviet masses around their leadership
which has re-opened the dlssident problem with Sakharov.

The political 1ife In the CPSU and the {ife with the
population 1s still very limited.Whereas the Bolsheviks had
a dynamlc life with the population,the political
communication Is stil1 very sluggish [n the Soviet Unlon.But
Sakharov In his recent outbursts senses that communism s
going to be reaffirmed , that the centralisation of the
soviet Union is golng to develop and despite empirical
elements In the workers state 1s not going to degenerate
into the pluralism dearly beloved of all those who do not
belleve In communism and want to submit democcracy to
individidual objectlves,Sakharov openly clahed with: the Red
Army over Afghanistan and now proceeds ‘o denigrate the
Soviet Unlon over the nationalities Tssue and attack the
centrallsation of the CPSU.When such a type squeals so
toudly and acts as a traifor to the workers state,actually
advising +the “west® not to weaken Its criticisms of the
Soviet Union, [+ Is because elements are advancing that do
not correspond to the Interests of the Sakharov grouping and
destroy all thelr dreams of®congruence" with the west,

The recent outbreaks of violence ‘in -Kazakstan and
Uzbekistan have arisen agaln from the interested negligence
of the local bureaucracy who have had no objective concern

with the conditions of the population.The type of ‘Stalinist

"planning® has led to economi¢ disharmonies - which have
found expressiomn In ethnic disorders.The local bureaucracy
let things happen,part of thelr reaction to perestroika.The
fact that the campaign agalnst the Turks and the various

slogans against Lenin was carefully prepared, shows the
degree of backwardness stemming from the Indifference and
mafia policles of the local bureaucracy. The +remendous

blast on the line between Ulu Telyak and Asha In the Urals
bears all the hallmarks of the irresponsibility of a local
apparatus which has no concern with the population and has
made a usufruct of the workers state.Sakharov does not
denounce Stalinism as a ‘phenomenon allen to the workers
state but simply denigrates the Soviet Unjon LAll These
dissident types as Posadas analysed are the results of
$talinism and will dle with It+.Gorbachev appeared to make an
alliance with these sectors In +the fight against the
Stallnists, but the maturing of the slituation will demand
objectively a far greater rellance on the masses,for the
sclentific solution to the problems of the Soviet Union,
Gorbachev has now made an appeal to the Soviet people on
the Issue of the ethnlc disputes.But in the Soviet Unlon
+oday such [ssues conceal other interests,regional Interests
of bureaucratic layers,of all those who resist the
centralising character of the workers state, Gorbachev is
making an appeal which s good, but what Is required Is a
much greater animation of the party,the principles of
marxism and the direct Intervention of the working classg
instead of discussion being confined to the very limited
soviet parliaments.There are many issues not only concerning
+he Soviet Union,but the problems of other workers states
which need alring for example what Is the position and
intervention of the CPSU on the disorder In Yugosiavia?lt Is
correct to Impe!l the democratisation process but on the
basis of the objectives of sociallism.What Is soclallst about
Solidarity in Poland?The basls of soclalism is the Polish
working class which will ‘eventually put en end to the petit
bourgeols pluralism of the = bureaucracy.The lack of a real
communist party In Poland has led to democracy being
interpreted In bourgeols forms.lt Is absurd and wlll be
resisted by the Polish masses who have no Intentlon of
going cap In hand to the [MF.

The intervention of +he miners in Siberia and the Ukralne
in. +he middie of all +these discusions s the jogical
expression of +his process of partial regeneration analysed

Contlinued on paged.
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The repression in Beijing and the crisis

of the counter revolutionary leadership

The  suppression -of  the mass
demonstrations In- Beljing which
were ‘demanding the democratisation
of - the Chinese Workers state is a
desperate effort by a discredited
clique to retaln. power in China
for.. their . caste.The -  brutal
intervention by a part of the army
was- In line with the policles of
the group which  fook . power .in
China after the fallure of the
“Cultural Revolution®,They
murdered Lin -Piao,put  on. trial
some- of . the leaders of the
Cultural Revolution. and launched
a policy of  assoclation with
Western.. : caplitalism - . and
encouraging. capitalist methods In
Industry and agriculture.Al! +his
policy Is now in. . -acute crisls
which
profound foliowing on the process
of : partial regeneration  in. +the
Soviet -Union,where +the Stalinist
apparatus -is being dismantied and
some effort made ‘o develop a
better.  democracy In the Soviet
Unlone:

The . visit - of . Gorbachev
corresponds to- the objective need

for a greater unification of the :

workers states as a world system
against imperialism,The Irruption

of the Chinese students
Increasingly -supported by the
workers . In- the. main cenires

corresponds - to --the maturing of
~ conditions in China for.a superior,
. regime and the grea'r influence of

“the Soviet Union,

The weak justiflcations made by
the  ruling clique for  the
repression,that the movement was
counter revolutionary are palpably
false.The people invoived In the
demonstrations sang +he
International and the Beethoven 9
Symphony was also played.The real
counter revolutionaries were the
sectors who faunched a sector of
the army against the
popuiation.However +rajic  these
events and criminal the creatures
who launched this attack, i+ has fo

be seen as part of the downfali
of this caste which claims 1o be

is now made Infinitly more .

- position

‘be  relived

feommunist when. I+ Is nothing of
the sort.

Although the process is ?ofai!y
favourable to the world soclalist
revolution,problems such as those
of China and many others in the
Workers States are made difficult
4o resolve because of the lack of
real functloning communist
parties.The article we are
publishing by Cde Posadas on the
origins = of this leadership In
China o Is particularly

important,because the reality is

that the CCP was never Bolshevik
and Th fact Incorporated within It
not only elements which wanted
communism but sectors which might
be termed revolutionary
nationalist but not communist,

The Soviet leadership was placed |
.on the

spot by the
demonstration.it Is certain the

-.soviets . were against. the armed

atrack on the population but fear
that . by saying too much,
with the

leadership wili be complicated.in
the - polticy —of the

combine . tactical
the ability to maintain principle,
all of which Stalinism threw out
of the window.

Imperialismwhich murders peocple
on a colossal scale In one_form or
another~has  been partitularly
hypocritical over the events in
Beljing.The ECM has gone to great
lengths 1o condemn what
happened,aithough not so long ago
they were consorting with this
rotten  Chinese clique and
congratulating  them - on their
economic  reforms, imperialism Is
impotent +o galn anything from all
this.The Chinese workers state can
push Imperialism aside,even with
the corrupt gang now In power.The
progress In the Soviet Union is
going to undermine constantly the
objectives of the Deng usurpers .

+helr g
Chinese

"Return to |
Lenin" the experience which has to |
is the abllity to }
capacity with |

SUBSCRIBE TO

RED FLAG!

From page 3

by Cde Posadas.The proletarliat has Intervened to Impel all
the changes towards greafer‘ soviet democracy.There was no
attack on the role of the party as such,but they were
concerned to
process,because the

Intervene ‘o

From page 3

interested and the bureaucracy of
both workers states and communlst
parties ignore it almost
completely. v

In spite of this however Trotsky
‘keeps coming o the front of ‘the
stage.His books are sold the world
over,in spite of the fact that
quite 2 fot of what he wrote Is
not a great deal of “use for
organisational app! ication
today.But  all his books are of
Imporfance in the forming of the
didactic,dialectical marxist
thoughtsAgain . and  again = when
anyone wants to make an Informed
Jjudgement and needs profound
points of reference,they refer to
Trotsky.

All the developments like those
of China,ali the advances and
retreats are due to the lack of
leadership.The process of hlstory
is favourable for an advance in a
Ainear form,but there Is no
leadership to carry 1t forward.The
absence of a leadership to answer
this historic process is expressed
in a series of frauds which are
comitted by both farge and small
parties.A whole series of elements
of  degeneration,perverted —and
erroneous pollcies can be observed
in the small parties.They fesl
small and this leads them fo think
as small parties and not In the
name. of humanity.This 1Is the
difference between our par“h/ and
other. small parties.We think In
the name of humanity and with the
knom!edgé of “how to  +think .In

humanityts name.Thls is..why our

texts are not the defence of a
group or a fraction,but are texls
of a world leadership and this Is

vhy they have a weight In the
whole world, China fncluded,

The body of the International is
our organisation, but we walk with
feet guided by our giobal vision
and not by ‘our size.This Is our
strength.We are a small number
which carrles out this task In

such a way as ‘o develop
conceptions - and fo- apply
Fhem..History has ~ gone  this

vay,because 1+ was not possible to
follow +the path of  continulty
with Lenin directly.lenin was a
necessity of history,even If they
+hrew him out In Stalints time.But

In splte of this, ali his works
are stiIt “in  the  Soviet
Union.They have not been thrown
out of the Soviet Unfon nor out of
the world elther.lenin s
necessary and so are we.We do not
have the capacity of Lenin but we
are his disciples.in this stage
+he tactic of Lenin  cannot be
applied just as he did,birt all the
principies upon which he based
himself and some of the tactics
must be applied still.The tactic
must be re-appralsedj;on the basis
of his principles so that it
corresponds  to  this stage.The
foundation of permanent revolution
was not simply valld in Trofsky's
day, but It is +the principle of
today. !t 1s necessary to apply
this principle today,even if the
organisational conclusions which
flow from I+ have to be adjusted.

The present Chinese leadership
wants fo fool history.But it will
not succeed.There is no longer any
room -for another Dreyfus case. or
another process Ilke that of
Trotsky.The  experience of the
assassination of Trotsky cannot be
repeated. It Is enough to look at
taly for instance fo see this.in
Italy,the capitalists have to
slaughter each other,rather than
the communists . In  order: o
survive.,They used to  murder
communists  but today,they . kill
each other under the cover of a
fake,anti. capitalist  struggle
carried. out by this so-called Red
Brigade..

The world sees these trials in
Peking -and does not  feel
intimldated.This shows that .the
conditions of the Moscow. Trials
against the Bolshevik {eadership
are not going to be repeated.The
activity of  constructing better
jeaderships Is difficult at the
moment because It Is concurrent
with war pr'eparaﬂons.!’r is also
combined with the fact that we are
reaching the end of both the
capitalist system and +the
bureaucracy,that is ‘the present
form of bureaucracy - which stil!
exists in the Communist
Parties.The Communist Parties are
timited in thelr ability to. to
recelve experiences because they

have ‘an:: insufficient preparation

and ~ have an | apparatus. which
impedes  and < crushes logical
thought.That apparatus: - is
Stalinist.The conduct of ‘these

parties and thelr  conception of
policy ~are Stalinlst,This means
that they are based.on the egotism
of the Interests of 'a small layer
of “people.This s the depth of
what - Stalinism was.This Is why
Stalinism used every means to kill

those  who' Jeopardised  these
interests.
- The . present Chinese = leaders

cannot  employ the methods of
StalIn anymore because they cannot
Jjust assassinate ,but: they do
assassinate people politically In
the sense of an- Indlvidual
Ifquidation of cadres.The
individual liquidation of cadres
is another - form which
assassination takes.Kiilting is not
always. a physical mafter.What some
of the Communist. leaders do is fo
destroy the spirits -of Communist
cadres -and: stimutate them -Into
thinking - " as - egotistical - and
selfish individuals. it drives them
towards the attraction of sex for
instance which negates

intellectual and political life;
it , drives ‘them fowards ‘the
inclination to care only about
thelr own party apparatus.indeed
some of them go so far as o seek

+o  confrol  everything,acquire
money and apply all  ‘these
conceptions in thelr conduct In

the party.The result of all this
is 1o “isolate people from The
reatm of ideas.

The - present Chinese !eadership

wants to trick history.But they = 4

will not manage this.There are
neither the conditions for another
Dreyfus Trial nor another Tr‘o*i‘sky
trial,nor those for another murder
of Trotsky.in Italy  the
capltaiists have to kill each
other in order to live and they
cannot kill the Communists.Before
I+ was the Comunists they used to

murder.but now they kill each
other -under the scare of the
Red Brigade~a pretended anti-

capital ist organisation.The whole
world wlinesses ‘the Peking Trials
without feeling intimidated
because i+  understands its
assassin character .IT shows that
we are no longer living In the
epach of the Moscow Trials against
the Boishevik feadership.
JePosadas, 2.1.1981,

impel
bureaucracy,everyvhere
+rade unfons, is still frustrating the legi+imate demands of
the population.The soviet proletariat imposed a discussion
with a representative of the political Bureau and gave him
the works.The proletariat acted with firmness,but also with
responsibility.

Pravda and the soviet leadership supported all the demands
of the workers.This In Itself shows how far the process has
advanced In

more the
inciuding the

much

simifarly

Intervention of the proletarlat,Gorbachey has spoken of the
need to purge the party from top to bottom.This is  an
lmmense progress.But what Is
Intervention of the masses on all issues. The conclusions of
+he Intervention of the proletariat are not the economic
 reforms,;but the mass contfrol of the economy , not the will of
+he economlsts, but the will. of the proletariat, Al this
dynamic process within the Soviet Union Is reacting in the
need for a greéfer political life.The important discussions

needed  Is the

on the Hungarian revolution of 1956 and the comparing of the

experiences of the French and Russian revolutions, all show
+he Importance of the reanimation of political I'{fe.Above

the Soviet Unlon.in practice +he soviet
proletariat was giving support +o its leadership and
stimufating a more profound struggle against the privileged
groups who contlnue to try to sabotage perestrolka and as In
the last meeting of the congress of Peoples Deputles declaim
against Vstreet corner® democracy On +the basis of‘ +he

all the process In the Soviet Union s golng to pose more
and wmore Insistently how .is +here any possibility of
advancing towards soclallsm  In the Soviet Union without
world sociallsm as a perspective?lmperialism remains The
obstacle +o the soclalist planning of the world economy.What
+hen s the policy necessary to.liquidate that obstacle.?




Editorial

UNITE THE CAMPAIGN FOR

TRADE UNION

RIGHTS WITH

THE PROGRAMME OF
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATIONS

air of mutual
accord - between the rival
social systems, the world
 socialist revolution contlinues
because all the problems
brought about by capitalism
are worsening,
poverty,famine,, lack of
economic deve lopment and
'ecologica! disaster. The

Despite the

majority of countries outside

the maln capitalist economies
-and the workers states are
being prevented from
progressing.imperialism

updates its arms, and its spy

satellites over the Soviet
Union.

i+ Is events in the Soviet
Unfon which are the most
decisive for ~the  future
progress of humanity.The
partial regeneration of the

workers states ,principally in
the Soviet Unlon has resulted
in a reconsideration of the
functioning of +the workers
states,efforts to improve the
relations between
and {eadership and the
beginning of a reflection on
+he origins. of Stalinism. As
Posadas predlicted, the soviet
leadership has developed a
greater capacity to . deal
with imperialism,to develop
superior tactics.On internal
issues, the conceding to the
miners and the statement of
the soviet leadership on the
so called "ethnic" problems,
that It is necessary o
develop political rather than
repressive conclusions are
examples of the progress being
made. Stalinism has gone, but

it has left in Its wake a
great deal of  theoretical
confusion.lt has wuddied the
discussfon on +the relation
between planning and the
participation of the

population,has developed a

population’

pre~cccupation with the
economy ~ at . the expense of
social relations and *tried to
separate  the development of
the Soviet Union from that of
the world revolution.At the
same time . the "Return fo
Lenin® can only mean the
return to. Bolshevism,whatever
the detours on the wav..

On the world plane,
imperialism . is  trying fo
forget the Intifadeh and the
soviets have not drawn the
lessons from I+,at least
officlaliy. I+s continuation
shows the elevated level of
the - wor id socialist
revolution.The Israells who
are simpty henchmen of

imperialism have conducted a
nazl type repression against
the Arab peoples which have
involved mass arrests,killing
of  young people,raising of
houses,curfews and continuous
intimidation.Yet they have not
broken the spirit of. the
Palestinlans and will
not,sustained as they are by

the balance of forces
favourable +o the world
revolution.The yankee
ambassador has had to “‘take

flight from Lebanon and this
in spite of the  previous
israell invasion and continued
bombing In the area.

Similarly ‘the recent
elections In South Africa
which were a bloody affair,
involving fthe shooting of
children have brought out the
disunity in the ranks of the
rufing class and  the
invincible defiance of the
black population, The defeat
for +he contras shown by the
decisions = of the  recent
ceniral American states to
dissolve them are - further
examples of The progress of
+he world revolution and how

Russian workers defend thelr rights
in Esthonlia
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more and more,imperialism is the classes will be unfon positions.But to  use
: intensified,because inter +the force of women in trade
Isolated. . ~ capitalist  competition  Is unlon matters is  beyond
Britain fs rlpe for the g5ing +o eliminate both small them.They think a few more
speedy  dispatch  of  the o4 pig fry who cannot find female functionaries shows how

Thatcher government.But 4o resources to compete.The Pprogressive they are.
neither the labour party nor |,,5un party and trade union in the preparations for the
the trade unfon leadership o 4ens seek to give a shining next election,i+ Is necessary
are over anxious to that the labour left seeks to

preclp!féfe this by massive
popular campalgns.They want to
keep everything in the
safekeeping of parliamentary
careerists and office
seekers.They are hoping +to
creep Iinto government on a
minimum  programme,containing
popufar pressure,They would
prefer to lose the elections
than Inject anything Into the
programnme and policy which
might provoke probliems for the
capitalist system.

The speech of Skinner to the
TUC conference showed that
sectors of the labour left see
the possibilities of finishing
with Thatcher  and his
conclusion was the need for a
coilectivised economy, and
that elections cannot be won
by leaving everything to the
last few weeks,which In effect
is  what  the apparatus
wants.The speech was well
received , but the structure
of the trade unions prevents
such a speech being dlscusssed

widely and applied in
action.Such conferences are
attended by delegates who

apparently represent millions,
but in fact represent small
groups.They are a law unto
themselves and of course the
most backward layers in their
cynical and sceptical
observations are reminiscent
of the functionaries of the
Czarist Empire-devotees of
everything of the established
order, That brings out fthe
problem facing the left In
the unions and the party, the
need for an organised marxist
current which develops a l1ife
with the population outside
the control of the apparatus.

All the soclial problems are
being exacerbated In
Britain.The "free market® of

1992 is not golng to lighten
such probliems. On the
contrary,the polarisation of

face to the future In Europe,
much ‘as the city bosses in
places such as Birmingham
paint a marvellous picture of
coming joys.By making a great
song about Europe,the
apparatus hopes to dispose of
difficult issues,a phoney

perspective for them is better

than. none at all.European
capitalism outside Thatcher,
because 1t 1Is economically

stronger Is theoretically more

disposed to a® collaborative v
vision between capital and
labour,so the LP apparatus
prefers that. But whatever Its
superficial gloss " European
capitalism® 1is no better than
"Britishy, [ Thatcher is
interested in outlawing
strikes in the utiiftty sector=
to complete aspects of the
dictatorship~ the rest of
capitalist Europe is not allen
to  such views,if It were
possible to Impose them.

The TUC at least passed a
motion - condemning +he
prevention of terrorism act,
although i+s attitude over the
solution for Ireland remained
as cloudy as ever,in line with
t+he behaviour of the Kinnock
leadership, 1+ tried to modlify
the demand for unilateral
nuclear disarmament.it called
for a campaign to throw - out

the anti trade union
legislation of the
conservative government.How
that campaign will actually be
waged  remains +to be seen,
Having col laborated with

Thatcherism most devoutly over
several years, including
isolating the miners,the TUC
leadership now feels it must
shift  with the wind a little
and say matters are getting
better With that unctuous
pomposity which characterises
traalisticgentliemen,they have
suddenly thought that It looks
good to have more women in
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campaign directiy towards the
population. it 1s necessary to
seek unlted fronts with the
"greens”, to ‘ establiish
principles of popular control
on all environmental
issues.Capitalism 1is saying
that +the population must pay
i+, to clean up the mess which
capitalism has caused,All this
must be developed in
because “the
system,as on the water Issue
demanding that private
ownership be subslidised,All
this stuplid argumentation by
capitalism shows how senile [t
Is. It Is necessary also to use
+he events In the USSR showing
how a workers state can
cieanse itself of the rubbish
of the past,but that there Is
no way ‘that capitalism be
permanently "improved® so that
it can serve the
popuiation.Whereas the Soviet
Union Is prepared to subsidise
Cuba, Imperlatism can only

strangle Africa.

in spite of the Inertla of
the LP and the trade
unions,the proépecfs for
ending the Thatcher government
are good.The "Greens" whatever
thelr soclal origins are a
force which tends to undermine
caplitalism.Thelr struggle has
to  be linked with  the
programme of soclal
transformations— statlflcation
under workers control. The
Thatcher regime has shown what
Karl Marx demonstrated a
long time ago,that +he so-

called® free" market forces
inevitably augment
monopoly.but  that also
caplitalism is a most
indefatigable not to say

funatic grave digger of I+¥s
own system.Having expropriated

everything,the expropriaters
are themselves to be




THE MOB!LISATIONS OF THE MASSES IN CHINA
FOR THE PROGRESS OF THE WORKERS STATE AND
~ THE PRESENT COURSE OF PARTIAL REGENERATION.

The mobilisations of -
students, workers and greal
tayers of the population In
China were seekling the
progress of the Chinese.
workers state and not a

capitalist restoration as the

leadership of Deng Xiaoping

claimed In order *to justify
t+he represslion.The polley of
+the openling to wor ld
caplfa!!ém'and particularly to
Nor+h American capltalism was
begun by the Chinese
leadership more than ten years
ago, after the reaction
agalinst the cultural
revolution and the elimination
of the left of the Chinese
Communist Party.it 'Ts this
same -~ leadership = of  Deng
Xlaoping which developed a
counter revolutionary policy
throughout ' the
world,supporting Pinochet and
+he counter revolutionaries in
Angola,Mozambique,Pol ‘Pot in
Cambodla and the reactlionaries
tn Afghanistan.!t was +thls
clique also which supported
the Invasion of Vietnam.Thls
Chinese leadership proposed
t+he national devefopment of
China,basing it+self on Yankee
imperialism against +he
USSR.This policy has led to
the great growth of social
inequality in  China,to the
ecreation of economic zones
outside the control of the
state,to the creation of
miltiTons of unemployed among
young people and fO‘a‘brofound
corruption”  ~within the
apparatus of the bureaucracy
most  linked  to world
capitalism. ) ‘

-The masses who have mobl!ised
in: China do not demand an
extenslon of these reforms,and
have now been able to measure
their harmful character for
the  majority  of = the
poputation.They had the
concern to do nothing which
might damage the workers state
and supported themseives on
the process of Perestroika and
the changes towards soclalist
democracy In +he USSR,showing
that they wanted to do the
same In China.The attempts at
the reconciliation of the USSR
and China by the feadership of
Gorbachev found a profound
welcome 1In China and It Is
this which gave the great
impulse to the Chinese masses
with the confldence  and
security to effect these
mobi!isations. ‘

“The capitalist countrles were
taken unawares by these events
and fry to respond in the same
manner as they did with Poland
In 1980.Thus Just as they
supported Solldarnosc and the
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most backward layers,now they
support In China the groups
‘who tried to insert themselves
In these movements +o give
them a capitallst
orientation.They put In relief
the demands of  these groups

while they leave In the
shadows the most essential
point of these

mobilisations;the demand for
soclallst democracy,the will
to apply In China the same
changes as in the Soviet Union
and to transform the CCP,to
construct organisms where the
population could express

opinions and participate In
the leadership of the
country.These demands

determined the course of +the-

mobilisations and. were
accompanied by the singing of
the: tnternational,red
flags,the portrait of
Gorbachev and the defence of
Mao Tse Tung and discussions
with +the army to convince it
of  the need to support the
demonstrations.

This movement has caused a
great upheaval In the CCP.The
counter ' revolutionary
leadership of Deng Xlaoping
was paralysed for several
weeks because ‘It lost Its
auythority ~over the army.Zao
Zing and the other leaders who
showed that they were ready to
conciliate with the movement
of the masses did not
represent a sector of the left
In the party, but sought an
opportunity to win strength in
the- struggle between - the
different factions ~ which
divide power in China.

The crisis In the ‘Chinese
leadership s the consequence
of the fallure of its policy
of opening to capitalism -and
of Its rejection by the

Chinese masses.Such a 'policy’

of reforms  can only  be
sustalned by a bureaucratic
dictatorship which “is
incompatible with soclalist
democracy.Hence ‘the leading
Chinese apparatus reacted with
such violence agalinst ~ the
demonstrators, I+ cannot change
its policy but at. +the same
time it must endure the fact
that 1+ has falled because It
has not developed China.

The —events in China have a
repercussion throughout = the
world as has every process
which occurs In +the workers
states.Capltalism is incapable
of making initiatives fo show
itself as. a factor of
progress in the world,.it runs
behind every event,lts the
same with China.lt tried to
utlilise the bloody suppression.
of the masses by the Chinese
leadership +to . show. to the

masses of the world that the
capitalist regime 1is  "the
least evli®, But +this line
gets nowhere.At the same time

és these events In China, the
European electiobs t+ook

‘place.The great majority of

the poputation of caplitallist
Europe gave no welght to these
elections or +to the next
European parlliament,There was

a great number of abstentions,

more than fifty percent,Among
the voters,it was +the left
which progressed through the
socialists and the
ecologists.The population have
not abandoned thelr anti
caplitalist sentiment and

conscliousness. In spite of the

counter revolyfionary Chinese
leadership,in spite of all the

forces of the capitalists,
because it sees that the
masses fn China and in the

other workers states mobilise
to make the workers state
progress and not to return to
the capitalist system,

On the other hand Gorbachev

is welcomed by the population’

in France and Germany.By these
vislts the soviet leadership
seeks to continue the pollcy
of “interpenetration® and fo
ufitise all the contradictions
of the capitalist system to
draw some countries In western
Europe closer to the USSR and
distance them from the United
States.But at the same time
Gorbachev afflirms hls defence
of the soclallst system,his

convictlon that socialism is
t+he solution for the progress
of humanity and that the
October revolution 1Is the
event which has continued most
profoundly the French
revolution, and that i+ is
absurd +to belfeve that the
boﬂrgeoiSIe can present a

mode | ofvde?elqpmen* for the
peoples of the worlid.in his
visit +o China,Gorbachev took

as central the  vital
necessity for humanity +that
the two most fmportant

soclallst countries unite and
made apologlés to the Chinese
peopie over the responsibiiity
of the previous soviet leaders
for the rupture with China.At

no +ime has the soviet
leadership expressed support
for the actions of Deng

Xiaoping, but on the contrary
posed that the mobllisations
of the young ‘
population were 1iIn no way
counter revolutionary.But the
leaders of Czechoslovakia,of
the DDR and of Cuba expressed
support to Deng Xiaoping and
considered these mobilisations
as a danger for socialism.In

reality they were and are a

danger for the bureaucracy of
the workers states who are
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afraid of every .change and
feel dislodged by the present
process In +the USSR.These
bureaucratic sectors see that

this process stimulates the.

Chinese masses and are afrald
that this will be generallsed
throughout the workers states.

In Cuba the execution and the
condemnation of Ochoa and the
other important leaders of the
Communist party and of the
government, also express a
crisis in the leadership of
the Cuban workers state and In
the bureaucratic
apparatus,together with the
fact  of Justifying  the
repression of Deng Xiaoping
and of resisting .the changes
tn the USSR. If these people
who participated in the
revolutionary struggle
power and In all the actlons
of Cuba for the construction
of the workers state and to
help the revolution In
Ethiopla,in Mozambique and
Angola,have really taken part
in the drugs -traffic,it Is
necessary to ask how it s
possible - that revolutionary
cadres have reached the stage

of entering the most sinister”

of the death dealing commerce
of capitalism and what has
been the complicity +hat has

allowed such a commerce for
years, {f the accusations
agalnst them are only a
pretext to eliminate
competitors In the heart of

t+he bureaucratic apparatus,in
this case also the crisis of
+he  Cuban {eadership is
expressed In front of the need
for soclalist democracy and
i+s resistence to accepting

and participating iIn the
process of the world
perestroika; it Is necessary
that the . Cuban ‘masses
intervene in the 1ife and the
leadership of the  workers
state to prevent the leaders

escaping popular control, to
discuss fully the orientations
which - the - Cuban revoiution
must take,

‘The weakness of the soviet
leadership is because it does
not have sufficient points of
support In the other communist
parties and In the rest of the
world,because there s no
world political . life In the
communist
forward a public discussion
with the participation of all
+the masses,on the - necessary
forms and the organisms for
the progress of the .workers

state and sociallst
democracy.
The partial regeneration

whose centre is the USSR Is
developing in all the workers
states, but with unequal and

for -

movement  to push

necessary

comb ined conditions and
forces,The bureaucratic
apparatuses defend themselves
furiously,This can also be
seen In the USSR with the so-
called® ethnic® conflicts
which have broken out in the
different soviet
republics.These conflicts are

promoted by the local
bureaucracies who resist
perestroika and soclalist
democracy and provoke
incidents,utiiising real

problems of the population et
+he same time that they make
use of the barbarities
tnherited - from Stalinism In
the field of nationalities.
The formidable  Impulse
towards soviet democracy in
all the workers states has as
an objective leadership the

process in the Soviet
Unlon,but does not have a
conscious or prepared

leadership to intervene with a
world programme and policy of
the unification of the workers

states.It is an  unequal
process as can be seen In
Poland,

The recent elections In

Poland on +he one hand have
expressed a deep criticism and
social and political rejection
of the present situation on
the part of the sectors of the
popuiation who voted and even
more from the great number who
have abstained.But the votes
for the candidates of
Solidarity cannot be
rephesenfed as votes against
soclalism.Hence the leaders of
Solidarity have many doubts
and do not ‘know what o

‘propose nor what programme to

have.They have called upon
Bush +to heip Poland,but not to
restore ‘capital ism,imperialism
gave a relatlively = weak
support,because It has no
security as to ‘where this
situation is heading. i+t
remains very far from a new

Marshall Plan for

. Polandjcapitalism has no

-confidence to make Foland
return to capitalism.

It is the - same in

China.Besides capitalism Is

afrald of the development of

the unification between China
and the USSR.Hence Kissinger
proposed that 1inks should
not be broken at any cost
with the Chinese leadership
sbecause otherwise China would

fall Into +the arms of the
USSR, : ;
i+ 1s ‘necessary to discuss

all this process in the world
communist movement and In the
feft organisations, !t is
to discuss the

Contlinued on page 4




The recent trial and decision
+o convict in the case of Olaf
Palme's assassination Is a
Judicial farce.,Even  the
bourgeols press admit it.The
man they have convicted Is an
alcoholic,a drug addict,well
known to the pollce.He had no
motive whatsoever for such s
crime~he was  himself an
admirer of Palme ‘and he

having In fact an alibi for
the time of the murder,The
police have no:  actual
technical proof to bind him,
but base their case purely on
circumstancial evidence:
several witnesses, including
Palme's wife,claim” they saw
someone {ike him at the scene
of the crime.On this basis
alone,he has been convicted.i+
is an act of judicial
desperation to try Yo remove
the assassination out of the
way and to avold having to
delve -any further In its
obvious political
implications. The latter have
already thoroughly compromised
the Swedish pofitical
establishment,the  police,the
secret service and the arms
Industry.Paimets assassination
and the subsequent revelations

completely denies the charge

SWEDEN — THE PALME TRIAL

Based on Information from a Swedish Cde.

.connections.Nevertheless most
bourgeois press commentators
have had to agree that when he
appeals to the high court,he
will be found not gulity and
released,At the same time the
so-called" police lead” In the
murder .. continues to be
ignored.The police themselves
involved in .the Investigation
refuse even to discuss the
exlistence of I+.0n the evening
of Palme's assassination,the
whole area where he was kllled
was Inundated . with secret
service men,of f duty policemen
in parked police cars and
members of well known extreme
anti communist and fascist
cells within the police force
itself,None of these were
distinguished by alacrity in
arriving at the scene of the
crime and most are stiil
unaccounted for.The three left
wing papers who have published
details of +this obvious
conspliracy have all been taken
to court and given heavy
fines.The "police lead" which
has clear Iinks with the
ClA,remains officially banned
from the Iine of
investigation,

The clear - connlvance of the
state apparatus with the cover

development, I+

THE THEATRE OF DELPHI,  EXTRACTS.

The theatre: of Delphl like
other such Greek constructions
shows the  outlook that the
ruling caste had reached at
that stage  of human
‘was both
mystical and logical.That is
while 1t was logical, there
was not vyet the necessary
knowledge of the world in
order to explain
phenomena,there was an aspect
of mysticism due to the lack
of understanding.Thus they had
a logical ,mystical
conception.The ruling caste
organised as 1+ knew how and
with = the power  that it
had.Constructions like 'Deiph!
show o what degree soclety
had developed and the very
elevated relation between
materfal means and  human
intel | igence,Private property
played Iittle role at +that
+ime and had no influence in
such a theatre.afterwards with
the consolidation of private
property,a dark cloud spread
over the bright star of
intelilgence,

Delphi is completely at odds
with private property and Its
concepts.The tatter would
never have dreamed and would
never dream now of making such
constructions,.But in that
+ime, soclal castes were only

increasingly undermined,

Ancient Greece s  the
recognised foundatlon of
present day society,but

capitalism does not want +o
know this.It explains Greece
by saying that socleties like
countries and epochs come and
go.They say "they are
born, flower,decline and
die".But this Is not so,not
even in private property,for
which there will be certain
death.But as for particuiar
societies,they never die
because they become Integrated
In other socleties and thelr
achievements are passed on,lin
the case of Anclent Greece was
it not In some form continued
by capitalism?The latter would

be hard pressed to explain
this  successfon which so
greatly = iIndicts i+.Thus

capitalism keeps quiet on the
sub ject, ‘

The Greeks choose for their

theatre slites
abruptness,suited to the
evoking of Intellligence.As
there was not a corresponding

without

mtli+aryr and  economic
development In Greece, this
Intelligence was defeated

militarily.Civiiisation far
from being universalised was
pushed aside,isolated and
forgotten. Ancient Greece was

J. Posadas

capitalism except when It can

be used for exploitation.
Ancient Greece is thus no use
at all,There are no proper
records of how exactly Greece
came to dlsappear,even though
there are many references In
the universities, But the fact

that Greece-~which  produced
intellectual +itans like
Aristotie—~enuncliated the

principles of the dialectical
‘method of thought is only one
more fact In those references,

The people who visit Delphl
often Jjourney thousands of

miles.They are moved by a true
cultural Interest,feeling the
progress of the world and the

enormous Influence of the
Workers States,of marxism and
of Soclalism.All these
impulses . sharpen  their

Interest and they seek out
places like Delphi,which they
see as a pointer to soclalism.

‘Caplt+alism represents no more
than a particular stage In the

development of soclal
classes.1t 1s not Interested
in the past nor  in the
future,because +hese are
outside  the domain  of

exploitation.We for our part
wanfifo reclaim completely the

From page 3

of the aristocracy of labour.The Polish communist vanguard
ted by the example of the process in the Soviet Union will
' reconstruct its party and defend the integrity of the Pollsh
workers state-statified property under centralised planning
of Industry and a modernlsed;COltechVYSed agriculture with
+he full participation of +the masses In popular
organisms.The Soviet Unlon Is engaged Iin reanimating the
{ soviets, but the leadership of the Polish Communist party
| made no effort to- develop organisms by which the masses
could welgh and decide. ,

On the theoretical plane, +he attitudes of the PUWP
provoke reflectiorn on +the nature of Stalinism and its
origins in Menshevism.The murderous finale of Stalinism was
} the consequence of Its ~conservatism and lack of
international perspectives which had always governed the
line of Lenin and Trotsky. The PUWP Is certainly not
Stalinist In the sense of belng homicidal In the most
remalns with a Stalinist heritage of conciliation and fear
Solldar!ty,Nonetheless such is the progressive course of
‘history that these errors will be taken in their stride by
the forces of progress’ in Poland and the workers states as
a whole, Menshevist ghadual!sm will be replaced by the
security of Bolshevism. = ' h

{do is
counter revolutionary manifestations of Stalinism,but it

of the masses.Hence the ‘quite unnecessary agreements with

Colombia has brought the drugs
racket into a high political

profile,But essentially a
struggle is occuring which
reflects the potitical

decomposition of capitailst
authority. Unfortunately  that
country lacks a  powerful
progressive centre which can
effect a poliecy of
transformations, thence the
continuation of the guerrilla
struggles.The drugs traffic Is

sustalned by powerful
political and financlal
circles who wish +to keep

Colombia In a permanent state
of backwardness.All they can
organise a drugs
traffic.They are Incapable of
developing Colombia and at the
same time these dealers In
drugs are intimately connected
with the repression of = the
workers and peasant movement
in that country.World
imperfalism has Its hands In
this business in [Its use of

social

"wing death squads,

Bush has Intervened to try -
~ investment ‘In drugs and thus

t+o ‘“control® +he confficf‘Ig

Colombia under the gulse of
offering financfal aid
against the “dealers®, but In
realfty it is simply a device
for more yankee Intervention
to "“supervise" capitalism In
Colombla and contain ‘the
advance of the forces of the
revolution in Latin
America,There is no
possibility of overcoming the
sinister drugs traffic,wlthout

the liquidation of the’
capitalist system., Similarly
in the USA or In Italy or

anywhere else it Is impossible
to liquidate the Mafia because
I+ Is sustained In the very
heart of the capitalist system

and the more putrefying that

becomes,the more the maflosi
flourish.Colombla Is no
exception, Galan had . showed
the desire of some sectors of
the bourgeoisie to

-drugs traffic is
‘soclal

connected with I+ have up of this assassination In formation,even though they locked up.But Karl Marx found

exposed the whole rotting casts a sinister [ight on the did  exist.There = was an the key and unlocked the Jewel of human experience

structure of Swedish bourgeols so-called social undefined and diffuse door.Capitalism Is not at all which Is buried at the present

society. i . * mdemocracy".Caught wp  in relatlonship between the interested in Ancient Greece moment.This Is an act of

After +the verdiet I+ was scandals involving the police ruling social layers and which it had hoped had gone objectivity,no less than s

revealed that +two of +he and corrupt arms deals,the production.Scientific under a long time ago.Much to due to the equally objective
- jurers wanted to ‘throw %he social  democracy shares the knowledge was considered all TIts dismay the Delphi Theatre developmenfy‘ ' qf ; human

whole case out as nonsence,but political erisis and important for Its own sake and was rediscovered in 1959 ,but civiiisation.We visit such

the six "~ political decomposition of the class not S0 much  for its 1t  has been ignored’ evgr' monumgnfs’of fhg splendour of

representatives ‘on the- Jury with which i+ 1Is intimately application and use,In harmony since.lf capitalism ignores it human history » because

voted to convict,Clearly they assoclated.As  with Greece,a with nature,the human being ,it Is because Ancient Greece-~ Intelligence dravs us

see +the Palme murder as a new class leadership has to be developed all the bases for a unllke gold mines and material there,Humanity Is returning to

running sore and this latest constructed on the basis. of great Intelligence,but later goods does not sebve‘ifs aims the level of +he Anclent

suspect(there have been association with the masses on as soclal classes of exploitation, Greeks via Communism.

several) as the perfect and an  antl  capltalist developed,these bases were Culture is of no use to J.Posadas, 24876

scapegoat-a sem! criminal with programme rooted in thelr

no political struggles. ‘ "

| COLOMBIA — THE DECOMPOSITION
OF CAPITALISM
The murder of Galan in Israell agents to train right contain the mounting

viciousness - of the right iIn
Colombia with thelr great

he “was 1 lquidated. The
massive development of the
“part of the.
“putrefaction - of

not
grown

capitalism,it R E-
surprising that i+ has
Just as capltalism - ‘has no
function in  history and
actively seeks +to destroy -
tife, it is' one - of “the
substitutes  for fasclism.As
capitalism  cannot confront
+he workers ‘states with -a
development = of - soclety,it
seeks to destroy human beings
in other ways.As the soclal
relations In caplitalism reach
new levels of debasement,some
layers ‘of the ‘population ‘are
demoralised and are open ‘o

“drugs.Capitalism has made a

high drama out of the Bush
‘Ini+lative® on drugs,but the

Continued on page 4
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THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN POLAND CANNOT
* CONTAIN THE PROGRESS e
OF THE POLISH WORKERS STATE.

The new government In Poland led by So}idartfy w!fb‘a
communist presence is objectively an absurd denouement for
the Pollsh workers state.But undoubtedly fhe'greaf‘marxisfs
from Marx +o Posadas would enjoy the cunning of history
displayed in these events,Here we have a movement in office
contalning a mass of wvarled opinlons - Including very
reactionary ones, who have now  registered the need for
weconomic reforms",In thls they have been abetted by the
communists who have no marxist conception of developing the
economy on a centrailsed but non-bureaucractic Way.Thls Is
in the face of a working class which  has galned In
confldence and had the securlty to break the offliclal trade
unions and form Independent ones.The working class has also.
delivered a blow at the communist party by I+s low
electoral +urn out, not because It has lost. falth in
socialisim, but 1+ sees no point in sustaining a dead
apparatus.The great abstention In the elections showed the
repudiation by whole sectors of the population of this new
pseudo "democracy",The Solidarity leadership does not shine
with overwheiming confidence.They have to accept that Poland
remains In  the Warsaw Pact and communists In the
government.Objectively 1In the facé of the structure of
hls*ory;SolIdarIfy has no future. The army correctly b{Qcked
the counter revolutionary efforts of the = Solidarity
leadership,but it Is not possible to expect the army +to
substitute for the party.it does not have the  Iife
constituted for +this., In a properly functioning workers
state 1+ receives its poiitical Iife in collaboration with
the party. ) - _
The buffoons who interpret for capitalism are at a loss to
say anything.Bush went over to bask in some tepld political
sunshine to recelve the support of the ‘mosf ‘backward
elements in Poland llke Walewsa,World Imperlalism is very
dubious of a happy outcome for Itself In Poland.lt has no
intention and cannot develép Poland with the objective
capacity to elevate the country sconomically and soclally.
I+s sole Interest Is to creste layers that will form
barriers to the genuine functioning of the workers state 1.e
at most It tries to create complications for Poland and the
soclalist bloc In general.But even so It shows no great
enthusjasm for the task-there s no prospecf of a new
colonfalism In Eastern Eubope although capltalism has gone
quite far with its IMF policies to try to do this.When world
capltalism now Invests less in Latin America than used o
be the case and is incapable of stemming the world
revolution,it is in no position to effect a capitalist
restoration In Poland
Gorbachev In hls message to the Polish Communist Party
stressed that Poland could not go to soclalism without the
Communist Party and sectors In the party rea!tse‘fhaf to
advancetfyilﬁhave o go left le become a genuine communist
party as opposed to the glnven*ton perpetrated ~ by
stalinism.The apparatchniki may grieve, but the workers

vanguard no., The 'message to the Polish Communisf"par+y
brings out a factor that Increasingly the sovief feadershIp
will be obliged to confront-the need for the Soviet Union

to act as a world leadership In a more direct form,
eventually - leadlng. to the reconstitution ‘of ‘a new mass
communist . International.The message +o  Poland shows
considerable confidence on the part of +he soviet

leadership.But theoretical clarity Is stil!l required on the
subject .of Wpluralism”,The Pollsh masses could  'do without
the ®pluralism" I+ has been glven ,on the basfsffha?’any
opinions are as good as any other opinfons.No, they are
not.There must be plenty of scope for discussions on the
path to soclialism, but allowing scope for .anti soclalist
flatulence  Is a waste of.  time and g!vés space to
discussfons Irrelevant to soclalism.The leadepship of the
Pollsh Communist party has been geared +o "pluralism" as
part of 1¥s efforts to contaln the proletariat and 1t opéned
the way for Solidarity.As the leader of the. Independent
trade unlons said the relationship between the leadership of
the communist party and the solidarity group was between two
"elites" standing above the masses.The Polish Communist
party despite the Stalinlst functionaries which were folsted
on I+, has a noble history of deflance to Plisudski, the
defence of Trotsky and participation in the rout of the
nazis and the establishment of the Pollsh workers state.in
comparison Solidarlity is

conservatives,nationalists,

careerists, linked to sectors

Continued on page 3

The deciston Yo publish "The
New Course" of Trotsky by the
Komsomo!-which means approval
by top sectors of the soviet
leadership s an Indication of
the  profound process of
political discussion and re-
orientation within the Soviet
Unifon.lt is in line with the
powerful intervention of
feading sectors of the soviet
proletariat which was designed
o Tmpel the
“renovation in +he Soviet Unfon
‘and was -a major blow at both
t+he conservative layers: of the
party apparatus and the
parasitic functionaries of the
+rade unions, i

particular Importance in
understanding the origins of
Stalinism and shows Trotsky's

: ability +to  weigh up his
- opponents on  the -level of
_appraising the sources of

poiitical decay which finaily

led” to the smashing of the
Bolshevik conception of the
party and I+s replacement by a
conservative self seeking
bureaucracy remote from the

world revolution.in many
respects the "New Course®
anticipates “The Revolution
Betrayed"  where Trotsky

elaborated the themes already
developed in the previous
book . ;

Trotsky was particularly
concerned with the need +to
‘elevate the political tife of
the Communist Party.He
demqnsfra?ed +hat ‘the

feadership has to take account
of the opinions of the party

membership  and +hat o
elaborate . a political llne
cannot be done only behind

process of

"The New Course" Is of

Trofsky in exile.

the closed doors of the top

leadership. it  Is  true that
Bolshevism does not . favour
democratic anarchy and

factionalism, but nor does It
propitiate bureaucratic flat

which tends to develop a party

of robotic funtionaries with
no ideas save the = latest
instruction from on
top.Trotsky showed the close
connection - in practice
between factionalism - and
bureaucratic Inertia-they feed
each other.in some communist
parties = the fotal absence
of political tife has led to
forms of political death,
Trotsky - ~had  +the o great
historic sense to be able +o
stand back from the immediate
political situation of his
time and discern +the deeper
causes which were promoting
the new bureaucratic
regime,revolutionary only in
name. in particular he saw the
way in which the
administration was taking
cadres away from the party and
the latter ,
infiuencing +he government
apparatus was becoming
submitted to that apparatus,so
that everything became
determined by Yprecedent" and
initiatives wvere not
welcome.He made no bones about
comparing what was happening
in the Bolshevik party to what
happened to the social
democracy before 1914~ what
had begun with good intentions
became  handed over to
parliamentary corruption In
the  absence - of - a real
political fife with +he
population, :
The text also makes clear

-bureaucratic

instead  of

THE PUBLICATION OF “THE NEW COURSE”’
BY TROTSKY IN THE SOVIET UNION

Trotsky's views on the need
for . the planned economy,that
the theory of. the permanent
revolution was realised in the
October .Revolution and ‘that
his famous "under-estimation®
of. the  peasantry was a
invention., The
to. republish. this
work of Trotsky corresponds to
+he need of the workers states
to advance in Its apprehension
of marxist method.lt Is .a
repudiation of the
bureaucratic distortion - of
marxism and is part of the re-
encounter with marxism, (T
corresponds to  the need to
reconstruct . the CPSU on the

decision

basis of marxism and ‘o
elevate the relation between
the party and the

population, in the "New Course"
Trotsky . was particularly
eloquent on the subject of
moblilising the communist.youth
and taking account of their

inttiatives.This again in
present context shows the
effort of the soviet

leadership,indeed It has no
other option,to mobillise new
resources against the
sclerotic layers of the party
bureaucracy.At the same time
the texts of Trotsky cannot
answer to all the questions of
now, which Is why we urge the
CPSU to publish the works of
Posadas which 1lke Trotsky
show the marxist capacity of
foresight.Posadas foresaw the
present development in the
workers states and has much to
say on all the problems of the

- party,the planned economy and

the inevitable confrontation
with imperiallsm,

a  jumble of petit bourgeols

L failed.This

From page 2

nature of +this leaderhip of
+he Chlnese workers state,why
and how It dégenerated.This
leaderhip tried to make a
Stalinist policy but does not

have the historlc conditions

to sustain It and hence [+ has
is- going to
movements  and

produce new

great changes In China o go
further on the same road of
mobilisations towards
socfalist democracy and the
unification with the USSR and
the rest of the soclalist
system, 15 7.89.

From page 3

resources availabie for curing
addicts is notoriously

insufficient and capitalism

" has no Interest in solving the

problem, after all that would
mean limitations on a highly
profitable "industry® second
only to arms. The workers
states are onty marginally
affected by this problem and
what has developed 1Is ‘the
result of the Incompetence of

~ the bureaucracy,




Editorial

THE CONSERVATIVE

DICTAT IRSHIP

MUST BE

CONFF NTED BY EXTRA
PARI' (MENTARY MEETINGS
ANC NOBILISATIONS

The visit of Gorbachev to
East Germany coinciding with
the celebration of  the
fortieth = anniversary of the
foundation of the  Cerman
Workers State, has had
immediate consequences. The
stalinist leadership has had
to effect changes.The
population greeted Gorbachev
as the representative of the
Soviet Workers state which.is
facilitating the greater
participation of the masses in
its - functioning,that is  the
process of political
revolution. . = Although the
present soviet leadership
still uses terms about not
interfering in the .internal
affairs of countries,the
Soviet Union has to  extend
into the world in order fto
develop towards socialism.
Thus it has to® export™
political revolution directly
and indirectly. The
bureaucracies in  the -other
workers states are an obstacle
+o this. The present foreign
policy of +the soviets s
determined by the objective of
+rying to Influence layers of
capitalism seeking To  escape
+he despotism of the decisive

The

The release of leaders of the
ANC, including Sisulu the
Secretary of the movement is a

defeat . for South African
fascism’ and Its imperlalist
backers.like the black

population of South Africa and
the leaders of the ANC,we have
no illusion in the white
leade 'ship and its intention
to haﬁg onto power,but at the
same time when. the new
government of. de Klerck s
obliged to make such a move
and Botha had to be thrown
out, i+ is because for the
moment - they see no
alternative. No doubt de Klerk
hopes o give an. extra
argument to Thatcher to resist
further economic sanctions,but
when. such a concession Is
glven, it Is because objective
conditions Impose i+ and there
is no other exit.

For the first time flags of
the ANC and +the Communist
party flew in Cape Town and
were not  ripped down.Weeks

the

sectors wedded to nuclear
arms.Thus they *fry to extend
trade links with the world
capitalist economy,which is at
the mercy of ever greater
competition.The inevitable
" down turns of the capitalist
economy offers possibilities
+o effect +this strategy and
the essentially artificiual
problem of consumer shortages
in the Soviet Union s
utilised in part for this
purpose, The changes in’ the

DDR are necessary from the
point of view of developing a
better relationship of the
masses with the workers state
and at the same time the
soviets try fo use these
changes ~ to  aftract  the

interest of German capitalism
and thus weaken the 1links of

+he NATO alliance. The Soviet

involved - in
internal discussions
on the way forward.As the
party is not prepared, indeed
is lumbered with an army of

Unfon is now

profound

functionaries out of touch
with the population, the
process is  tortuous  and
sectors can intervene with
egotistic and regional
interests which do  not
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_correspond to the needs of the develop pseudo nationalist of The Palestinians - creates
workers state.But that Is the sentiment to provoke splits - within - the Israeli
way things are and the most disorder.The discussions over leadership.As the soviet 'is a
decisiye force is the the co~operatives is in reformist and not a
structure of the workers state reality a discussion over the revolutionary leadership,they
which impedes the activity of black market which caters for offer .no direct socialist’
the most noxious elements.The +those with privileges and the perspectives " for . these -
proletariat is still contained soviet masses are showing countries.But the . soviet:
in its expression by the their resistence to any Workers State as a structure
fimits of +he democratisation ‘'reforms" which give weight gives a .programme :and .an
process in the Soviet Union- +o old or new privileged example Indirectly. Even when
the actual self administration layers. \ ‘ ~ the soviets suspend-arms deals.
by the masses has still fo be The process in the Soviet with Nicaragua,this- has only
secured, Soviet Union constantiy feeds the oceured because the contras

par!iamentarianism,although a

great advance is  only a
transitory stage to a much
more powerful participation of
the masses in soviet
society.The law to contain
strikes is  of timited

significance~ what the soviet
{eadership is concerned about
is the need to contain strikes
brought about by reactionary
tayers as in Azerbaijan who
sesk to continue the life of
+he stalinist mafia outside
+he control of the centre and

world socialist revolution.The
diplomacy of the soviets has
momentarily reduced "tension®
but only superficiallyfV and
none of this has been done at
the expense of the world
socialist revolution.There
cannot be any Yaltas and
imperialism has been forced
back.The Afghan whites have
been contained,the contras in
Nicaragua sell ftheir arms ‘o
rebels In. El Salvador and the
war continues in Cambodia.ln
the Middle East the rebellion

Release of the Anti-Apartheid leaders.

before huge black
demonstrations were held and
the police did not
intervene.The logic of +he
process would be to release
Mandeld,

i+ Is not the ANC which has
made concessions,but the
fasclst government.Sisulu
repeated the need to overthrow
Apartheid and to end all the
emergency laws and the regime
of political repression,The
extreme right are in a state
of  apoplexy,denouncing the
opening to a marxist
government.When there s such
a crisls in a country llke
South Africa,it is the result
of political forces which are
irresistable, :

Imperialism has been obliged
to concede over elections In
Namibla.!t spent resources on
systematically ruining Angola

and Mozambique and It has

failed: to dislodge  these

governments, if inflicting
damage

enormous on

them, Alt+hough the workers
states have limited their
intervention in this
area,nonetheless = +he world
relation of forces acts
against South - Africa.it ‘is-
downhl i for Apartheid

whatever murderous efforts are
made to retain it.That Is not
only the result of the immense
efforts of the people and
children of South Africa, but
of the world process led by
t+he workers states which has
confronted imperialism and
confronts it , depriving 1+ of
the power of manoeuvre and the
abifity to Impose its will. It

has been suggested that de
Klerk is speculating on
possible differences in the
black leaderships.That in

itself shows the devestating
weakness of these washed out
fascists.They have to keep
going In the hopes that the
other side may give them a
{ittle reprieve.

are enfeebled and Nicaragua
is sufficiently armed .But the
soviets provide Nicaragua with
extensive economic aid,thus
maintaining the revolution in
Central A merica. ,

The . policy of world
imperialism tries kfofvadépf
itself to the changes in the

workers states. without  much
enthusiasm or _ capacity.The
splits between Yankee and
European imperialism led by

Continued on page 4

Triumph for the ANC.




At the same time as Stalin
expellied Trotsky in 1927,the
liquidation of +the Communist
{nternational began.in the
epoch of Lenin and
Trotsky,there was a Congress
every vyear.Betwen 1919 and
1924, there were four
congresses which presented the
most important texts In the
whole of human history since
Marx and Engels.The main texts
were written by Trotsky and
fully approved by Lenin.These
are the texts which organise
the world revolution,the
economy,the struggle of the
masses which analyse the
problems of the nationalist
movement,of the world united
front: of the revolution,the
problems of the - permanent
revolution,the advance from
the nationalist struggle to
the struggle for  workers
power,All these historic
documents are still integrally
valuable,At the same time as
he eliminated Trotsky and the
Trdfskytsts,sfalln emptied the
Communist International of its
life and engaged openly in the
policy of conciiation and of

opportunism determined by
"Socialism in a single
country®,

The latter phrase meant the
rupture  with proletarian
internationalism,the loss of
confidence in the world

character of the revolution
and the turning Inwards of
+he Soviet Unlon.This policy
stimulated the participation
of all the opportunist and
arriviste elements who saw the
possibility of making a career
without risk and who found an
identity between nationalist
and soclalist Interests.The
workers state had already
demonstrated its historic
power and it was able to
attract a whole layer of
careerists,The Chinese avold
+he discussion of this stage
of hIsfory.Théy ‘ avoid
discussing among other things
+he' fallure -of +he Chinese
revolutlion of 1927 which was a
very important event for the
‘world  experience In  The
workers movement. This failure
was one of the most evident
. conclusions of the noxious
policy of "Socialism in one
country®.The Chinese Communist
Party was led by Stalin,the
Trotskyists were never
involved In +thls policy and
there was never an. organised
Trotskylist movement in China.

“in 1925-27  the  Chinese
Revoiution broke out and the
Chinese Communist - .party

oriented by Stalin declided to
make a unifed = front
Chiang Kal  Shek and  +to
eliminate the independent !ife

of the Communist Party giving
2

with of

On “Socialism in One Country”

Extracts From “The Historic Balance of the Soviet Union

Since The October Revolution” (1967). '

the leadership of the movement
+o Chiang Kal Shek.Trotsky
fought for an agreement for a
United Front with Chiang Kai
Shek,but to maintain the
independence of the party and
appealed to the masses to take
power . He did not wish to glve
the leadership to Chiang Kal
Shek.it was necessary o
foresee the treachery of that
hourgeolis leader and to
utitise hls  movement to
address the nationalist petit
bourgeolis masses stili
influenced by the Kuomintang
so that they would be able to
advance towards the soclallst
revolution,.Stalin defivered
the power +o Chiang Kal Shek
and the latter turned on the
masses and caused a bloodbath
by assassinating all the
miiitants of +the Chinese
Communist party. )

The Chinese hide this
historic truth.Let them show a
document showing that events
occured in any other way.lt is
possible to compare the texts
of Trotsky of that epoch with
those of 'Stalin' and of the
Stalinists who spoke of Chang
Kai Shek as a "dear friend”
and ptaced confidence in
him.Trotsky said "He Is not
our friend but a8
circumstantial ally who awaits
the smallest opportuity to
turn against us.I!f he allies
with us,it Is because the
nationalist petit bourgeolsie
wants to struggle +to smash
feudalism and imperialism in
China.Chiang Kai Shek had to
put himself at the head of the
movement so as not Yo be
bypassed.it 1is necessary to
seek an alliance while
maintaining the programme,the
revolutionary objectives and
t+he independent functioning of
the  Chinese Communist party
and to call upon the masses to
take power In spite of and

‘against Chiang Kai Shek", That

was the position of the
Trotskyists,

The policy of Stalin.allowed
Chiang Kai Shek to contain the

revolution,to turn against the

Communist party and to
assassinate - half a million
workers,peasants .and petit

bourgeois revolutionaries.but
the Chinese revolution of 1925

demonstrated also that the
Russlian Revolution had
developed its historic

influence.ln 1925-27 soviets
were established in Shanghal

and in Canton.The Long March :

had its roots in

that,Similariy the movement of

Flde! Castro did not come out
nothing as there were
soviets In Cuba 1In 1930.The
Mao Tse Tung movement was the
result of the Soviets of 1925-

27 and of those of 1933=36 in
Canton.in the centres where
the revolution was organised
most rapidly, tradition and
experience = were never
forgotten.Altl that is part of
the ‘historic balance of the

fiftieth anniversary the
Russian Revolution,

The world is goling towards
the final settiement of
accounts.The oppressed masses
of +he world have already
acquired the historlic

consciousness that soclalism
is necessary and possible,They
show  this In giving a
socialist character to each of
t+heir important - movements.in
Maii as In Syria,they tend to
form communes to collectivise
production, It Is a crime that
+he Soclalists,the Chinese and
the Cubans did not help the
masses of Syria,iraq,AlgerIa
and of Egypt to organise
soviets,did not call for
meetings,mobilisations,declara
+ions of support to the Arab
masses,do not call for the
overthrow of all the
monarchies of these reglions,to
take the land,to statify
oll,the banks,to impose
workers control and to plan
production,to develop the
socialist unification of the
Middie East.

The Soviet Union is composed
of a multitude of
nationalities,of different
ways of living.!in the heart of
the Soviet Union, there are
differences as great as those
between a country of black
Africa and a country of
Europe‘There‘ are immense
differences of
economic,cultural and social
development and a great
diversity of fanguages.The
programme of - the . .soclalist
revolution has unified all in
the Soviet Socialist
Federation,All that serves as
an experience +today for the
middle East,Afrlca and Latin
America,as for the rest of the
wortd which wmust resolve the
same probiems as the Soviet
Union,

We reiterate our appeal to
the conscious revolutionaries
to study %The History of the
Russlan Revolution" by Trotsky
and that they study the texts
of Lenin.All that Is analysed
there.Russia is. a veritable
world ~of +the most diverse

nationalitlies.lenin with the
support of Trotsky and
afterwards with his direct
participation, resolved the
problems which the
backwardness of the feudal
system,of feudal and
caplitalist slavery ~ had
installed by developing a
system allowing all the
nationalities to live in the
same - country,self
determination having the

effect of attracting peoples
Printed by The Russel] Press. Nottingham

who had different +raditions
of
incorporating them in a common
economic structure,

But In 1917 “there was only
one workers state,very poor
without economic,material or
military resources, and i+ had
to make historic concessions
which are not necessary
today.in this epoch there was
neither the authority,nor +he

tradition nor +he historic
perspectives of the world
development of the
revolution,Today i+ Is no

longer a question of making
concessions " to the
nationalities as before,but it
Is necessary to consider that
the problem exists.

T+ can be resolved within
the shortest historic delays
and rhythms, but [+ cannot be
avoided. It is the problem of

the Middle East,of Israel,of
India,Burma,Laos, Indonesia all
of very diffferent
culfural,religious,economic, i
nguistic and revolutionary
traditions.in al] these, it is
the revolutionary +traditions
which are the most valid. I+
Is thus that the problems of
Indonesia or of India can be
resolved In a simple way.There
exists the historic experience
of China and the Soviet Union.
The problem of nationalitles
is resolved  through  the
soviets,The soviet Iis the
unifylng centre because self
determination which 1Is not

done under a soviet form has

no chance of being
accomplished.!t Is- not 8
question of a commercial

agreement In which the one
with +the greatest economic
power is going to determine.
Thls cannot happen with the
soviets because the population
feeis that It is Integrated,
because the problems  of
{anguage,of ethnic origin and
of religion are the
inheritence of  capitalism
which weigh more than the
inheritence of +the economic
structure.

The development of soclalist

* consciousness abbreviates
historic delays and simplifies
the solution: of historic

problems.For example the self
determination of nationalitfles
demanded previously historic
delays ‘'and Immense concessions
which signified obstacles
for centralisation.Today on
t+he contrary, It Is possible
to centralise from the
beginning.This is
experience which arises from
the  fifty - vears of - the
existence - of the Russlan
revolution  which cannot be
applied In the same fashion
today nor with the same rhythm

language and culture and’

“ was already

+the-

J. Posadas

or the same “timing.lf the
objectives are +the same,the
rhythms and the stages are
reduced, 3

All these his?o% ¢ problems
have been analyseﬁf r Marx and

Engels and thelr a1 xism was
applied by Lenin &  Trotsky
who have left fhe‘g erience
for history.Toda the
Chinese,the Cubans 2 d the
Soviets have no % xt of
analysis on their %:s*or?c

experience.The bureauciacy has
eliminated the marxist
socialist cultural development
of the USSR and it is for that
reason that no texts exists on
any of the great problems of

 humanity.

One of the greatest problems
of humanity is why is I+ that
there are flifteen  workers
states and why does each of
+hem have nationalist
interests? The logical
necessity “of +the development
of the workers states which
included in the
Communist international is the

unified planning of all the
workers states.What Is the:
reason for the lack of
planning of. +the different

workers states?The explanation
is- immediate and simple.lt is
because the bureaucracy has
developed in each of them,
instead of +the revolutionary

proletariat In power.The
bureaucracy has developed
nationalist interests not
because history Is so, but

hecause there exists a
discordance in the rhythms
and stages of history.The

development of the revolution
has been more rapid than the

possibiity of constructing
revolutionary political
organisms.

That is t+he experience which
the Russian revolution has
given to us and which s
expressed = on an historic
scale., In Europe after the

1939-45 war, the possibiiity
of +the development of the
revolution advanced y more
rapidly than the possib'lity
of organising £ the
revolutionary  leadership.All
the leaderships which existed
and which would have been able
to take power In  these
conditions recelved the
influence of  the soviet
bureaucracy.This influenced
the rest of the
worlid, including China.That is
the result of an empirical
poliecy,of +the absence - of
programme and the annuling of
the soviets.The Chinese do not -
speak at all of soviets.The
seven vyears of the Soviet
Union from 1917-1924, have
allowed the -establishment,the
stabilising and the
Continued on Page 4




The Prince and Modernist Architecture

The recent Intervention of
the Crown Prince on +the
subject of"modernist?
Architecture and I+s appalling
expression today particularly
in the big urban conurbations
has aroused much interest,The
Prince realis~s that such is
the ca?asfrof“ic soclial crisis

of capifaligﬁ that to try to

save ifseJ; in the fall
out,the n  rchy must make
some in’ ‘vention to
differen%§ ‘e itself from the
fiasco of%;ﬁafcherism fe the
logical %cpression of the
capifalisf?‘ system In this
stage.

Inevitably the Prince makes
an effort to present a
reformist perspective,but such
was his concern with social
problems that It prompted
Tebbit to warn against
further steps in the direction
of wSoclalism".in its final
stages of muiti-
nationais,massive flows of
capital seeking high interest
and concentrations of
financial power in fewer and
fewer  hands, International
capitalism has produced Its
own  hideous architectural
expression-megalomaniac - sky
scrapers.These express  its
true spirit ,the attempt to
intimidate humanity through
high altitudes and massive
structures.All +he latest
technology is used to Increase
‘height and tower over ~ human

beings.it Iis infantile but
then +the " mentality of blig
business is infantile.Thelr
altitude is not the altitude
of thought, the immense
perspectives - of human
inteltigence but the  heavy

weight of power and money,made
at the expense of crushing

human belngs -and enslaving
millions.So~called “late
modern® architecture in

whatever country Is in general
an orgy of weight and volume-
" nothing light or human as with
earlier architectural systems
such as for example Islamic
architecture,only  enormities
of size proclaiming  not
harmony = or variety but
bombast- ,"we are the great
masters {and you are nothing,
becausejie are the great money

bags". | n the avalanche of
capitalis - decay,what elements
of harmony existed from the
past are thrown aside.The.
skyline of London now
represents a grotesque
carnage,an appropriate

expressfon of the era of de~-

regulation and cuts in soclal

expendifures. it is not to be
expecfed +hat the Prince will
probe too far into the roots

of +the present capitalist
anabchy,because that would
really fay bare the
impossibility of social change
wIThouf revolution.He has
grazed the enemy without

"going too far"and tended to
shift the problem onto the
problem of the architects of
modernism.Certainly - +his is
the easier target, but not the
real one. The Prince seeks a
reform of the present
architecture by returning to
past styles. There are indeed
many architects who are quite
prepared 0o . become the
servants of +the system,adopt
its ideology but in themselves
the architects are -only the
functionaries of the system.(?
is the social relations which

decide +he architecture and
the latter demonstrates +the
particular features of the
soclal order Within the terms

of that system, one client may
be more capable than another,

" but  the social . relations
determine and the
monstrosities - of decaying
capitalism represent that
system,not the will of any
particular architect;although
some architects are quite

happy to be the archltects of
capitalism.The architect Is
frequently constrained by
financial and other problems
and cannot be the main target
of eriticisn,The reason
capitalism took an interest in
* modernism” in architecture
was that I+ offered the
possibilities  of cutting
costs.As capitalism in- Its
final stages has abandoned the
ideologlical" fantasy of
emulating the ancients, it
showed itself iIn all its
‘brutish - banality.!+ has +*o
provide some comfort . within
buildings to function at ail,

but otherwise +he: population
has to put up with
bieak,empty vastness~

singularly appropriate for the
vast, emptiness of capitaiism.
The Prince can only afford
to go " so - far with- - hils
criticism—~although objectively
its quite a blow at capitalism

and brings out its
deteriorating authority .He
tries to retreat ‘o more

architecturally pleasant ages
when capitalism still
preserved in some aspects a
human = scale.Nonetheless: ‘1+ts
not for us to countenance any

support for the Houses of
Parliament which express in

thelir Gothicism the absurd
conservatism of the Victorian
capifaiisf class.
indirect form the Prince has
shown some interest in  low
cost housing,but too many
pronouncements on this would
iead to a very marked
coliislon with the interests
of private property,

I+ Is revealing that i+ took

the Prince to raise an lissue
which many people under
capitalism are concerned

about.The Labour Party never
made an Issue of this.That in
itself shows the fear of the
apparatus to rock the boat by
raising larger cultural issues
that cannot be resolved by
some resolution in controlled
conferences.The fact that
this intervention caused such
a disturbance in the
capitalist community and
outside shows that Britain Is
ripe  for profound social
changes.The Prince hopes +to
sustain the monarchy,but in a
limited form he delivered a
blow at the very system which
sustains it+.Such is
turmoil of the deeomposffion
of capitalism.

There can be no solution to
the probiems of housing and

architecture within the
framework of capitalism.The
miserable story of  the

homeless and the mountain of
interest rates for more or
less enforced home buying Is

all that the phoney
enterprise® culture of
capitalism is capable of

doing. Capitalism cannot stop
people complaining about +he
present situation, but I+ has
no means and no interest f{n
solving  any of these
issues.Everything is committed
to competition and destroying
other competitors .There is no
room for anything else, The
planning of the economy on the

basis of the mass
participation of  the
population is the only
guarantee that the housing

issue can be solved and that
the environment s considered

in relation with human
needs.The days of the
architectural monument  are

over and the mystique of the

all seeeing architectural

genfus. Only on +he basis of a
new mass culture incorporating

as ‘Lenin said the best of
previous culture will a new
human environment be
constructed,
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- who seek to
intransigent
the worid

and the
United

imperialism
maintain
pollicy

an
towards

workers
States
supported

revolution

states.Only
imperialism
Thatchers position,

" labour"

The conditions thus for the
left are very
favourable.The world process
in not diminishing the
confrontation with the workers
states,but capitalist
authority 'Is being undermined
and fhey have fo prepare for

war  In  very ciandes?]ne

conditions where their social
and political authority s
de?eriora?ing rapidly.As the
iabour leadership cannot help
but bewail, Thatchers policies
have finally weakened not
strengthened capitalism and
brought the system closer o
the abyss. 13.11.89.

In. a more

the |

| remains

capltalism which ls weak,lacks aufhorify and. Is

1. organised marxist current
-confront and ulfimafely destroy . fhis sfrucfure,fhe LP wil!n

_capitalism when the latter Is In difficulties,

~ The Labour Party conference and the

paralys:s of the apparatus

The Labour conference epitomised +ther crisis of both
capitalism  and Its " representatives - in - the workers
movement.All the capitallst countries are now functioning on
borrowed time,There is enormous competition between them and
more to come.The only element which prevents far vorse
confiicts among then Is the fear of the  workers states
ted by the Soviet Union.The United States runs defici+ts ‘at
the expense of everyone else.Britain is faced with vastiy
superior competitors In Germany and Japan.So decrepit is the
ancient. carcass of British imperialism that I+ welcomes
capital from the Japanese onée despised as mere Imitaters.
Britain Is constantly being ticked off by It+s European
rivals for backwardness in water supplies or other social
norms.Britain used +to be very . Ysuperior® to the
continent,now and especlally with its notorious thugs,it Is
very much a noisy but Inferior relation. Handed over +o +he
financial manipufators,it has produced  some very
distingulished fraudsters,Thatcherism,after * unseemly
ambitions to "make Britain great again"-but only ‘In tow ¥o
the Yanks-has demonstrated for all +o see with even greater
clarity than Wilson and Callaghan, that capitalism “in
Britain Is simply vegetating with no creative capacity
whatsoever.it Is a block to progress.‘and nothing can be
expected from It save violence,mendacity, cultural barbarism
‘and stupidity, : :
Clearly the present government has fan!ed to solve any of
the problems of capifa!:sm even when sh:ffing the burden  of
its erisis onto the population ,and the problems are all
worse then before.But it is not surprising if the Iabour
party leadership reacts to this crisis not with a swing to
the left,but a swing to capifalism.Alfhough broadly speaking
the world process undoubtedly favours the Labour left and
Is undermining the bases for the . pro capifa!ssf sectors,the
structure of +this lLabour par?y has not been .broken.it
a bourgeO|s party with a worker and. popular
base.The left has not developed a constant dialectical
relation with the populaf1on ou?side the, control. of the
electoral apparafus This is not to dim;n!sh this left which
has many historical problems,relafed to the fact that the
exper!ences of Stalinism have hetd it within the orbit .of
purely parilamentary politics without a base . .in the
factories or the workers areas.On the o*her hand,there is
stifl an i!lusion that the Labour party is in. some  .way
socialist and that the righ* wing are traitors, They are. not
traitors to socialism,but simply fhe ‘representatives of
capitalism in the workers movement.Thelr idea of socialism
is reforming capitalism,like a member of Gladstones cabinet
who sald "we are all socialists riow".On the ofHér Kand i+ Is
not excluded that under powerful pressures as after the last
war,the leadership may be obliged to go further than they
intended,but as a party and leadership 1+ can never be
expected to construct socialism,. B

~.

Thus the "turn to fhe right» is not +he surprlse If may

appear to be.On the contrary it is.a measure of t+he crlsis
of the. capitalist system.The apparatus of +the party and
that of the trade unions responds not to the masses, but to
the need to accomodate to the new .process in capifalism,a
sinklng
intfo a morass. As an electoral machine affracfing support
on this basis to reform capitalism, it is comparafive!y easy
for the leadership to get the support they need. Therexts a;

left in the LP because the laffer even as .an apparafus has..

to.. respond -‘albelt distantly +to the demands of .the.
masses,but without a res! close and regutar attachment to
the masses outside parliament the left can be disfanced or
reduced by the apparatus. Much is being made of a. fufure
elimination of the block vote,But. in reality as we are

dealling with a bourgeols party,whatever brand of: "democracy"

prevalis .Is adjusted t+o-that simple . fact, Some on the left

‘~comp!ain of the smooth admen that have appeared,buf that Is.

nothing new.The Labour . . party sprou*ed
Healy,Cal laghan,Gunter,Owen and until ?here' Is a. powerful
wifhin and -outside the LP. to
continue to produce the .careerists who try to fronf for.
At the same
time as seelng the limitations of fhis conference,if ls far,

_more necessary to see also. the very severe crisis +ha+ is

going to confront the apparafus before the elecf{ons\andf
affer. Conference votes may, femnorarily _buoy up . the,

Coannued en Page 4
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apparatus ,but moré and more like capitatism i+self, i+ Is

dwarfed by history.it wanders around

in a fog,aware that

things are not what they used to be and the future from
their point of view is somewhat opaque.Thus the final speech
of Kinnock was a grand survey of everything, but very short
on conclusiuons or programme.His world view amounted to

peering into a very long tunnel with

not the remotest sign

of light-very much the lmage of capitalism.Naturally it was

a speech geared to assure capitaiism that

fabourism would

behave properly 1If elected.He had no desire +o Inspire the

population with a

perspectlive,that would make capitalism

suspicious and at the same time increase pressures on the
apparatus.Thus the LP leadership Is caught In a vice,because

the situatlion is abnormal,the system Is
and bolsterous electioneering is dangerous for

in manifest crisis
it. Wilson

could mystify with talk of technological change,but British
capltalism was not as decrepit then as it Is now.

The apparatus managed to
unilateral nuclear

disarmament,although the

reject the argument for
proletariat

found some form of Indirect representation in the continued
support given by the TGWU to this demand, and Benn remade
the point that the Soviet Union posed no military threat.The
teadership could not separate itself from demands for the

restitution of trade unfon rights,but rejected
secondary picketing which is the basic issue in

immunity for
proletarian

solldarity.But even in this carefully prepared conference-a
sort of pallid stalinism— the apparatus was faced with

embarrassing moments ie
through.Thus the proposal

cheerfulness
of Bruce Kent that

kept on breaking

defence

spending should be cut and the money saved used +o meet the

social
speech

needs of the population was passed.Kinnock
sald tha Labour would tackle the problems of

in his

education,transport etc.But the fact that these problems

cannot be resolved

without

fundamental social

transformations was naturally Ignqred.Wifhou? question the
most progressive sectors of the population,the proletariat

and its allies In the peti+ bourgeoisie

are concentrating

around the Labour party,whatever the disposition of the

leadership.The left

disappointment,History has

numbers,particularly the ludicrous

has no

reason for
been decided by
numbers in LP and TUuC

never

conferences vwhere +the famous ‘mililons have never been
consulted,In the process: that Is coming, the “labour teft is
inevitably going to act as a centre against capltalism,but

it must also establish
permanent basis with
areas beyond the
process favours It as

{inks

links wlth the population on a
in the factories and workers
fife of the electoral
never before,

machine.The world

From Page 1

Germany continue,whether in
Nato or elsewhere.The struggle
over the fuller participation
of Britain in the rest of the
European economy Is {inked to
political issues fe the policy
towards the soviets,.The
constant crisis in the British
ruling class over the attitude

towards Europe is the
contradiction between
pressures for economic
participation » but

resistence to the rest of the
European bourgeolsie who are
not so enthusiastlc over
super centralisation with the
Yanks against the soviets.The
agony of the caplitalist system
is evident In every aspect of
the decay of +the Thatcher
regime.lts spokesmen continue
to hall Its great" successes"
to  maintain  thelr class
unity,but the polarisation of
class forces brings out the
complete ~  impotence of
capltalism.The Interventions
of - the engineering workers
demanding higher wages and a
reduction in hours and +the
resolute struggle of the

4-

ambulence men are examples of
the persistence of popular
resistence to capitalism which
is unable to stabilise Iits
positions.The use of fhe'army
in the case of the ambulence
workers shows the face of the
Thatcher dictatorship and Its
profound social
weakness. Inflation is back,the
fiddling of the statistics has
merely masked the unemployment
problem and the balance of
payments Issue Indicates the
decay of the British economy.

The latest absurdity by
capitalism Is to seek to ban
unofficial strikes.The
capitalist dispute over
joining +he EMS has glven
Lawson good excuse to clear

out as the problems mount and
find no solution,

The recent panic on the world
stock exchanges arose from
the discrepancy betveen
economic reality and the
fictional values of the stock
market.The
Junk
particularly of
financial

appearance of
bonds as a feature
the Yankee
scene has arlsen

Ffom Page 2,

confirmation of +the historle
right of the workers state on
the basis of soviets.The
functioning of proletarian
democracy durling these seven
years, allowed the Soviet
Union to endure the civil War,
+he capltalist encirclement of
two years plus economic
sabotage with the Immense
mortal ity caused by . the
various hardships, which no
other state would have been
able to tolerate, '
i Vietnam has endured five
years of imperiatist
invasion, it is because i+ had
China by its slde,that there
were fifteen workers states
and that  the Vietnamese
population had already lived
through the stage of the
construction of the workers
state. It felt that I+ was
strong and that it had already
confirmed itself in expelling
Japanese and French
imperialism from Indochina.

The world development of the

revolution has given historic
assurance tTo +the masses In
attracting the peasaniry.in
other stages of
history,capitalism was based

on the utilisation of the
peasaniry against the
town,against the

proletariat.That is no longer
possible.in China and in
Vietnam,ninety percent of the
population is peasant,in Cuba
seventy percent ,However
capitalism has falled, because
the world influence of the
revolution has attracted the
peasantry which has supported
the proletariat in sustaining
+he programme of the soclialist
revolution.

‘ ~There has been no planning of

not because It
cannot be done, but because
the bureaucracy has no
Interest In planning.in the
same way as on a national
scale the bureaucracy has not

+he economy,

utitised the forces of the
population,it has prevented
‘+hem from any
participation,excludes and
intimidates them,makes Them
afraid, so also i+ has not
utifised them on a world
scale.Stalin was the first
great organiser of the
concentration camps .Before
Hitter,Stalin organised
concentration camps for

miltions of people who were in
opposition,peasants,workers,

and militants of the Bolshevik
party.Stalin liquidated all
the revolutionary proletarian
vanguard which led,organised
and sustained the Russian
revolution.But he was not able
to eliminate the structural
base of the workers state.That
demonstrated the historlc
power of statified property,of
the planning of +he economy
and the monopoly of foreign
trade.These new forms of

history '  showed thelr
legitimate right fo exist In
spite of the bureaucracy.The

population has already
understood . this superiority
and. - defended. the - workers

state.The bureaucracy was not
able o destroy these
structures without destroying
itself.This is the
contradictory character of the
bureaucracy. |t supports itself
on statified property, but it

cannot - tolerate either the
soviets or the world
revolution which is

fundamental to develop the
planning of the economy.

An - essential  element of
economic planning consists in
the unconditional support to

the world revolution,to
revolutionary movements.
Otherwise we. stay
at +the level of economic
agreements - |ike Comecon . Such
agreements are aranged as a
function. of - the economic
identity of +the different
workers states,but. the
different economic Interests

of whatever bureaucracy hinder
the extension of planning.But
on the other . hand the
Communist International brings
+he masses of the world closer
to the workers state.The
masses of the. capitalist
countries,of the colonlal and

semi =-colonial couniries are
united to the Russian
Revolution through the
Communist international .The

latter was the organising arm
of  all +he experience,the
power and the capacity of the
workers state to extend  the
world revolution.!t organised
the export of revolution. To
export the revolution means.to
ald the masses of a country
under whatever form it may be-
mi!i+ary,economic,propagandist

financial-so that the masses

take and organise power.The
international solidarity of

from the speculative fever of

money which finds no
productive outlet. The crisis
was curbed by +he

collaboration of the various
world capitalist Institutions

who try +to moderate these
probiems because of their
joint need to confront the

workers states.But the inter
capitalist antagonism remains
and in practice the world
capitalist economy Is very
precarious as it sustains a
vast vyankee debt which the
Japanse largely

finance.Whatever measures they
take cannot provide
capitalism with a recession
free world. )
The decrepitude. of the
Thatcher regine is evident in
every aspect of policy.The
release of the Gulldford Four
and the associated
investigations of corrupt
police practice In the Vest
Midlands point to  the
putrefaction of the police in
line with the putrefaction of
capitalism, !t is not of course
just  policemen who  were

frameup,
of the
+hat may be protected.At the
same time
forelign
obiiged o
Commomonwealth conference by
defending
condoning and supporting the

everyone else
condemn it.All this shows the

the . masses is a form of the
export of the revolution.The
struggles of the North
American masses against the
war in Vietnam are an export
of +the revolution, because
they defend the masses of
Vietnam against ‘their own
country,.They do not intervene
directly in Vietnam with men
or with money, but If this way
of exporting the revolution
has less capacity of historic
importance, It has the same
objective, :
The planning o
of the workers

‘the economy
ates Is an

essential condit ) of the
wor Id develop: nt of
socialism,However ‘%e Soviet
Union has not advaréed on this
path.in relation to the
original planning, the
bureaucracy has retreated
Fowards autonomy of

enterprises,the market economy
and the introduction of
capitalist relations.The
bureaucracy by Its nature
cannot have its own programme
or objectives,.Everything which
it plans 1is short term.The
bureaucracy expresses no
necessary social function In
the workers state.it is a
usurpation.The social classes
Jjustify thelr position In
history by the progress that
they bring to the
economy.Capitalism showed Its
value in front of
feudalism.When 1+ no longer
shows Iits historic capacity
for progress, its life Is an
agony.Before beling attacked
by +he Russian ‘Revolution
capitalism was already dead In
the historic consciousness of
humanity.The workers state
demonstrated that a regime
superior to capltalism was
being born.

The - leadership of the
Bolshevik party and of the
soviet workers state showed

themselves capable of
responding to the historic

wiil and aspiration of the
Russian people and of
developing the economy. The
soviet Workers _ State has

continued to develop,but the
rhythm of this development s
infinitely inferior to Ifs
historic capacity.The historic
functlon of the workers state
does not consist only in the
development of the etonomy but
in the most advancid social
development in the %ld.

v
involved 1In the suildford
but the very summit

system,however much

in the sphere of
policy Thatcher s
biight the
the policy of

regime when
is obliged to

South African

desperation of the . most
reactionary sectors of

Continued on Page3
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