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OUR TASKS. The Political Situation in Europe

QOur Belglan friends have asked
me to write a foreword to the pam-
phlet which characterises the poli-
tical situation of Belgium and the
tasks of the proletariat. 1 must
admit that in the last years 1 had
not the opportunity of [ollowing the
inner life of Belgium [rum ay lo
day. 1 shall try of course to lill
this gap. To-day at any rate, 1
would not consider myself juslitied
in speaking with the necessary con-
«creteness on  the immediate and
practical questions uf the strugyle
of the Belgian proletariat. However,
there is alsv nu need for il. Qur
Belgian cumrades, as this pamphlet
shows, know how to find Lheir ruad
without outside help.

Instead of a foreword 1 would
like to make a few general remarks
-on the political situation of Europe
and on the tasks of the proletarian
vanguard following from il. What
is said below refers to Belgium as
well, insofar as the general crisis
of capitalism, the growth of Fascism
.and the danger of war puts its ue-
-cisive mark on the inner life of all
the conntries nf Enrope.

FASCISM OR DEMOCRACY.

The victory of National-Socialism
in Germany brought about in other
.countrles not the strengthening of
‘Communist but of Democratic ten-
dencies. In an especially clear form
we see this in the examples of
England and Norway. But the same
‘process is undoubtedly taking place
in a series of other countries as
well, 1t is very possible that the
‘Social-Democracy of Belgium in par-
ticular will in the nearest future
go through a perfiod of a new poli-
tical ascent. That reformism is the
‘worst brake on historic development
and that the Social-Democracy is
doomed to failure, Lhis is ABC to
us. But the ABC alone does not
‘suffice. In the general historic
.decline of reformism, just as in the
decline of capitalism, periods of
temporary rise are inevitable. The
<andle burns most brightly before
it goes out. The formula : either
Fascism or Communism is absolutely
-correct but only in the final historic
analysis. The destructive policy of
‘the Comintern supported by the
authority of the workers' state has
nol only compromised revolutionary
methods but has also given to the
“Social-Democracy, defiled by crimes
and treacheries, the opportunity of
raising up agaln over the working
«¢lass the banner of democracy as
the banner of salvation.

Tens of millions of workers are
alarmed to the very depths of their
‘hearts by the danger of Fascism.
Hitler showed them again what the
destruction of working class organi-
sations and of elementary democratic
rights means. The Stalinists kept

by LEON

on asserting (or the last couple of
years that there is no Jifference
between Fascism and  democracy,
that Fascism und Suciul-Demucracy
ure lwins. On the lragic experience
of Germany ithe workers of the
whole world convinced themselves
of the criminal absurdity of such
assertions.  Therelvre the further
decline of the Slaliniit parties under
conditions exceplionally favourable
for the revolulivnary wing. There-
fure also the desire uf the workers
to hold on lu their mass vrganisa-
tions and to their demoeratic righes,
Thank; to the ten-ycears criminal puo-
licy of the Stalinised Comintern the
political prublem presents itsell to
the consciousness of (he many-
millioned working class masses nol
in the form of a Jdecisive alternztive:
the dictatorship of Fascism or the
dictatorship of the proletariat, but
in a form of 3 more primitive and
vague  alternative :
Democracy.

Fascism or

Wz mast take the resulint poli-
tical situation as it is without mak-
ing any illusions. Of course, we
remain always true lo ourselves and
to our banner ; always and under
all conditions we say openly who
we are, what we want and where
we are going. DBut we cannot force
our program on the masses mechani-
cally, The experience of the Stalin-
ists un this score is sufficiently elo-
quent. Instead of coupling their
locomotive to the f(rain of {the
working class and accelerating its
movement forward, the Stalinisls sel
their locomotive with a loud whistle
towards the train of the proletariat
and sometimes even cullide with it
s0o that only scrap is left of the
small locomotive, The consequences
of such policy are evident : in some
countries the prolelariat has fallen
a defenceless viclim to Fascism, in
others it has been lhrown back to
the positions of reformism.

There can be nu thought, of
course, of a serious and protracted
regeneration of refurmism. It is
really not a question of reformism
in the wide sense of the word but
of the instinctive desire of the wor-
kers to safeguard their organisations
and their “rights.” From these
purely defensive and purely con-
servative position the working class
can and must in the process of
struggle go over to a revolutionary
offensive along the whole line. The
offensive, In its turn, must make
the masses more susceptible to
great revolutionary tasks and con-
sequently to our program. But to
achieve this we must go through
the period opening up before us
together with the masses, in their

TROTSKY

tirst ranks, without dissolving in
them but =zlso without detaching
from them.

The Stalirists (and their miserable
imitators, tke Brandlerists) declared
democratic :logans under prohibi-
tion for al! the countries of the
world : for india which did not as
et accomplish its liberating national
revolution ; fur Spain where the
proletariat vanguard must yet find
tke ways for (ransforming the creep-
ing bourgeois revolution into a
Socialist one ; for Germany, where
thie crushed and atomised proletariatl
is Jdeprived of all that it achieved
during the iast century; for Bel-
wium, the proletariat of which does
nol take itz eyes off its Eastern
horders and. suppressing a deep mis-
trust, suppcris the party of demo-
crafic * pacifisam ** (Vandervelde and
Cir.). The Stalinists deduce the
bare renunciation of democratic slo-
gans in a purely abstract way from
the general characteristic of our
epuch as an epoch of imperialism
and of socialist revolution. Thus
presented the question contains not
even a2 grain of dialectics! Demo-
cratic slogans and allusions cannot
be abolished by decree. It is neces-
siary that the masses go through
{hem and outlive them in the ex-
perience of battles. The task of the
proletariat consists in coupling its
locomotive to the train of the
masses. It is necessary to find the
Jdynamic elements in the present
defensive position of the working
class ; we must make the masses
draw conclusions from their own
demaocratic Ingic, we must widen
and deepen the channels of the
struggle. And on this road quantity
passes over inlo quality.

THE BOLSHEVIK EXPERIENCES.

Let vs recall once more that in
1917 when the Bolsheviks were im-
measurably stronger than any one
of the present sections of the Com-
intern, they continued to demand
the earliest convoction of the Con-
stituent Assembly, the lowering of
the voting age, the right of suffrage
for soldiers, the election of officials,
etc.,, etc. The main slogan of the
Bolsheviks *“all power to the
Soviets ” meant from the beginning
of April up to September 1917, all
power to the Social-Democracy
(Mensheviks and Social-Revolution-
aries). When the reformists en-
tered into a governmental coalition
with the bourgeoisie, the Bolsheviks
put forth the slogan * down with
the capitalist ministers.” This sig-
niied again : workers, force the
Mensheviks and Social-Revolution-
aries to take the whole power into
their hands1 The political experi-

ence of the only successful pro-
letarian revolulion is perverted and
falsified by the. Stalinists beyond re-
cognition. Qur task here also con-
sists in re-establishing the facts and
drawing from them the necessary
cunclusions for the present.

We, Bolsheviks, consider that the
real salvation from Fascism and war
lies in the revolutionary conquest
of power and the establishing of
the proletarian dictatorship. You,
socialist workers, do not agree to
thiz road. You hope not vnly to
save what has been gained but also
to muve forward along the road of
democracy. Good! As long as we've
not cunvinced you and attracted you
to our side we are ready to follow
this road with you to the end. But.
we demand thalt you carry on the
struggle for democracy not in words
but in Jeeds. Everybody admits—
everyone in his way — that in the
present conditions a **strong go-
vernment " is necessary. Well then,
make your party open up a real
struggle fur 2 strong democratic
government. For this it is necessary
first of all o sweep away all the
remnants of the feudal state. It
is necessary lo give the suffrage to
all men and women who reached
their 18th birthiday, also {o the sol-
diers in the army. Full concentra-
tion of legisiative and executive
power in the hands of one chamber !

FOR REAL STRUGGLE.

Lel your party open up 2 serious
campaign under these slegans, let
it arouse millions of workers, let it
conquer puwer through the drive of
the niasses. This. at any rate, would
be a serious attempt of struggle
aguinst Fascism and war. We, Bol-
sheviks, would retain the right to
explain to the workers the insuffici-
ency of democratic slogans ; we
could not take upon ourselves the
political respunsibility for the Soclal-
Democratic government ; but  we
would honestly help you in the
struggle for such a government ;
together with you we would repel
all attacks of bourgenis reaction,
More than that, we would bind our-
selves before you not to undertake
any revolutionary actions which go
beyond the limils of democracy
(real democracy) so long as the
majority of the workers did not
consciously place itself on the side
of revolutionary dictatorship.

For the coming period this should
be our attitude towards Socialist and
non-party workers. Having taken
together with them the initial posi-
tions of democratic defence, we must
impart to this defence immediately
a serious prolelarian character. We
must firmly say 1o ourselves, we
shall not allow that which occurred
In Germany ! It is necessary that

{Continued on page 3, column 1.) :
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DEATH OF A HERO

The heroic figures of the German
Revolution 2re passing from the
scene : Clara Zetkin soon after Hitler
came into power, now Max Hoeltz
is reported “drowned while boating”
on the Oka River in the U.S.S.R.,
last September. Hlis death has re-
ceived little notice in the Comintern
Press : his great fighting nature had
little in common with that of the
marionettes whose puppet play now
occuples the Moscow stage. Hoeltz
stood in the direct line of Karl
Liebnecht and Rosa Luxemburg, who
but two years ago were so foully
slandered by Stalin and his hacks.
By his activities Hoeltz became 2
symbol to the German workers of
all that was best and bravest in
the band that carried on the strug-
gle — arms in hand — for a Soviet
Germany.

Born in 1899, the son of 2 farm
labourer, he went from job to Job
and studied hard in his efforts to
win a decent llving. It was the
war which first caused Hoeltz to
question the existing order and made

WHAT IS' HAPPENING IN
THE GERMAN COMMUNIST
PARTY ?

The sensational declaration
of Maria Reese, Communist
deputy in the Reichstag and
the letter of Karl Friedberg,
one of the oldest members
of tha German- C.P_and one
who has held prominent
posts in the Party and in
the International.

With an introduction by
L. Trotsky.

Price : Post Free 134d.
Per Dozen 9d.

him ask * what use thls butchery
could have for any ome. While
serving ‘on the Russian front he
heard of the Revolution. Hoeltz
himself says that the news * made
a tremendous impression even on
those of us who were not Social-
Ists. . . . Almost all of us were filled
with the same thought : that this,
at least, was the beginning of the
end of the war.!

Discharged from the army in No-
vember, 1948, his homeward Jour-
ney through Germany enabled him
to see something of the changes
then taking place in the country.
.“On the Journey,” he wrote "1
began to feel the enormous power
of the crowd, which was quite able
to march forward and to act with-
out officers . . . 1 suddenly realised
that these men threatened to crush
everything that stood in their way.”
He heard of the Workers' and Sol-
diers' Counclls then being set up
all over Germany. On reaching his
home town, Falkensteln, he found
that no such Council existed there,
He at once called a meeting and
got one going. At that meeting
ke came Into confllct with the local
JIndependent Soclalist Party leader,
2 confilet which, sfter some months
An their ranks, grew with the sweep
‘of the movemant and led Hoeltz to

found the local section of the Com-
munist Party.

WORKERS' RULE.

Organising the unemployed, he
immediately came into open struggle
with the authorities. The mayor,
faced with the anger of the un-
employed, sent for the military who
arrested the entire Unemployed
Council. Hoeltz escaped, and with
three other unemployed went to the
Town Hall to demand that the
troops leave the town. The officer
in command pleaded for time. The
answer of the unemployed was to
storm the Town Hall, disarmed tha
soldiers—who were none too willing
to fight—and made them leave the
town.

The Uvemployed Council then
took over the administration : pro-
fiteers' food hoards were selzed and
distributed, and the local capitalists
compelled to grant credits to the
town for the purchase of foodstuffs
for the starving workers. One in-
cident is typical of Hoeltz's me-
thods. When an employer, refusing
to give an old farm hand an in-
crease in wages, said “ Go to Hoeltz,
perhaps he will give you some-
thing,” Hoeltz replied by ordering
an increase for all this landowners’
employees, or his horses would be
sold by the Unemployed Council
who would distribute the proceeds
among the workers on his estate
The landowner agreed.

The workers’ rule was ended by
the arrival of troops sent by the
Social Democratic Governor of Dres-
den. Again the movement was sup-

. pressed : again Hoeltz escaped. For

weeks he remained in the district
while the soldiers sought him: so
unsuccessfully that small boys would
follow the soldiers around shouting
‘“Here is Hoeltz, I've got him in
my pocket.”” Hoeltz, after working
in other districts, escaped over the
border.

THE REACTION.

The news of the Kapp Putsch—
when troops under General Luttwitz
marched on Berlin, drove out the
Republican Government and estab-
lished a milltary government —
brought him back at once from
safety into danger. In the General
Strike, which overthrew the mili-
tary government, and In the strug-
gles that followed, Hoeltz played
2 prominent part. Returning to his
own district, he organised Red Army
recruiting stations and, with the
regular payments of money levied
from local capitalists, the Red Army
was malntained, and revolutionarles
all over Germany were supplied with
aild and with arms. For quite a
period Hoeltz and his armed workers
bands controlled Falkenstein and
sarrounding districts and repelled
the reactionary troops. The Govern-
ment, after having suppressed the
rebel movement in the Ruhr, sur-
rounded the district with 50,000
regular troops, armed In the most
modern style. In the face of this
Holetz and his comrades, after some
skirmishes, disbanded 'their army.

The widespread revolt of the

workers failed, in the words of
Hoeltz himself, because “ during the
period of the Kapp Putsch the most
essential faclor which might have
hrought about the ultimate victory
of the revolution in Germany, was
lacking : a2 clear-sighted, well-
disciplined Communist Party, which
would have acted along firm revo-
lutionary lines, Jdid not exist in
Germany."

The aborlive rising in Central
Germany in the following year again
found Hoeltz organising his workers’
guard and playing a courageous part
in the struggle against the Govern-
ment troops. This rising too was
crushed and, after several escapes
and continued aclivity, Hoeltz was
betrayed by a spy and arrested. In
prison he was treated with great
brutality, but at his trial he made
a great stand. He was charged with
the murder of a landowner : this
charge he declared false. But for
all the acts of his workers' army
and orginisation he accepted res-
ponsibilily and declared without he-
sitation that the workers' victory
could not be achieved save by force
of arms. While he was making this
stand, Brandler, in another court
was stating that the Communist
Party could get power by peaceful
means, 2 statement that greatly dis-
tressed Hoeltz. Indeed, his auto-
biography avoids rather pointedly
more than a passing reference to the
Party in these struggles.

IN PRISON.

The death sentence was demanded
but he was sentenced to penul
servitude for life on the false charge
of murder, and il was not until 1928
that hunger-strike and outside agi-
tation secured his release. His
health had suffered through im-
prisonment and he went shortly
after to the Soviet Union, He re-
turnmed to Germany and was woun-
ded by a Fasclst and had to go
back to the U.S.S.R. Hoeltz, unlike
so many others, did not regard his
stay in the Soviet Union as marking
the end of his revolutionary ac-
tivity, He had entered the move-
ment, withoul theoretical know-
ledge, under the influence of great
events : he now set to work to
acquire a thorough grasp of Marx-
ism. This, he hoped, would prove
1 valuable weapon for his work in
Germany, which all the time he
longed to take up again. As far
back as last February, at the time
when Hitler hecame Chancellor,
Hoellz addressed 2 request to the
Comintern to allow him to return
to Germany to aid in the fight
against Fascism. This was denied
himm

FOR THE NEW PARTY.

Hoeltz shared the views of his
old comrades Wolf and Wollenberg,
recently expelled, on the reasons for
the collapse of the German Com-
munist Party. In March he declared
his support for the view that 2
new party was needed to replace
the broken and besmirched Com-
munist Party. At that time he held
discussions in his hotel room in
Moscow and repeatedly expressed
the opinion that the defeat of the
German Party was due to the false

policy of the Comintern and to.
Stalin’s ** Socialism in One Country”
theory. He held the expulsion of
Trotsky and the Opposition to be
one of the greatest crimes of the
Russian Communist Party. Had he
been able to return to Germany,
there is little doubt but that he
would have followed so many of his
comrades in breaking with the-
Stalinist International and aiding in
the rebuilding of the German revo-
lutionary movement.

The workers of Germany and of
the world have lost a great fighter.
We mourn his passing. His memory
will live, an inspiration to the youth,
The fight goes un : our ranks will’
be the weaker for his death, the
stronger for his great example.

G.

A Note on Max Eastman,
To the Militant, Jan. 28th, 1933.

Dear Comrades:

Recently 1 have repeatedly had
opportunity to convince myself of
the fact that Max Eastman is carry-
ing on a systematic fight against
materialist dialetics, the philoso-
phical foundation of Marxism and
scientific Communism. In its con-
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What did the Saviet Union
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for the recently concluded
agreement between Litvinov
and Roosevelt 7

Number 8 of the * Com-
munist "' contains the facts.
No other workers' paper in
this country has so far pub-
lished them. The supply is
limited.
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tent and its. theoretical tendency
this fight does not differ in any
way from the other varieties of petty
bourgeois revisionism, beginning
with Bernsteinism (in its philoso-
phical-theoretical parts). If Eastman
twhile so doing keeps his warm:
sympathy for the Ocluber revolu-
tion and even for the Left Oppo-
sition this erying illogicality Is sub-
Jectively honourable for him but
does not raise by one iota Lthe value
of his criticism of Marxism.

I could have left the Croton vari-
ety of revisionism silently to its
proper destiny, if 1 had not been
bound for a long time to Eastman
himself by personal and literary
ties, Eastman recently’ translated
three volumes of my History of the
Revolution into the English lang-
uage. 1 have expressed to him my
sincere thankfulness for this, and am-
prepared to repeat it here. But as
soon as Eastman attempts to trans-
late Marxian dialectics Into the
language of vulgar empiricism, his
work provokes in me a feeling which
is the direct opposite of (hankful-
ness. For the purpose of avoiding
all doubts and misunderstandings [
consider it my duty to bring this
to the knowledge of everybody.

With Communist greetings,
L. TROTSKY.
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OUR SPANISH COMRADES
SLOGANS.

The working class of Spain is in
mortal danger of repression.

The Reaction has taken yet an-
other step, and prepares itself to
terminate with violence the revolu-
tionary period, to liquidate the mini-
mum conquests obtained over the
two years and to undertake at the
very foundations an offensive against
the proletariat.

The moment is critical, but it
would be a crime to consider the
battle lost, and let things slide by
discouragement.

The Spanish working class, which
has displayed such amazing vitality,
Is willing to struggle. To do this,
the will to struggle must be or-
ganised ; nothing will achieve this
as effectively as the Immediate for-
mation of the United Front of all
the industrial and political organisa-
tions of the proletariat. The E.C.
works actively to this end, and have
a strong hope of seeing its efforts
crowned with success.

The District Citles and the Local
Groups must second these efforts
by putting the United Front pro-
posal to all district and local or-
ganisations. This United Front must
be sought with the immediate aim
of bullding up a barrier against the
reaction ; in organising the joint
action of the working class our
slogan must be “Action struggle
against the Reaction : prevent the

bling of the elected Cortes.”

Around these slogans it is pos-
sible to group all sections for
struggle,

The groups must communicate at
once to the E.C. the result of its
activities along the lines lald down.
E.C. Communist-League of Spain.

OUR TASKS. (Continued from page 1.)
every class-conscious worker per-
meate himself through and through
with the thought of not allowing
Fascism to raise its head. It is
necessary systematically and per-
sistently to surround workers’
homes, publishing houses and clubs
with a circle of proletarian guard.
It is necessary Just as persistently
to encircle the hearths of Fascism
(newspapers, clubs, [fascist bar-
racks) with a proletarian blockade.
We must make fighting agreements
political, trade-union, cultural, sport,
co-operative and other working
class organisations for common ac-
tions for the defence of the institu-
tions of proletarlan democracy. The
more serious and thoughtful, the
less loud and boastful character the
work will have, the sooner we will
gain the confidence of the proletar-
iat, Beginning with the youth, and
the surer it will lead to victory.
That is the way 1 picture the
basic characteristics of a truly
Marxian policy for the coming peri-
od. In different countries of Europe
this policy will, of course, assume
a different form depending on na-
tional circumstances. To follow
attentively all the changes in the
situation and all the shifts in the
consciousness of the masses and to
put forth at every new stage slogans
flowing from the whole situation—
in this consists the task of revolu-
tionary leadershlp. Nov. 7th, 1933,

OUR CRITICS

In the Official Discussion Organ
of the LL.P, “Controversy,” for
November, an article by Comrade
Trotsky appeared, entitled “Whither
the LL.P.2"", (which develops the
material printed under the same
heading in our last issue). The
“Daily Worker.” devoted space to
2 reply, headed; “Mr. Trotsky
Points the Way to the Morass —
Counter-Revolutionary Advice to the
LL.P.". Objection is taken to the
way in which Comrade Trotsky cri-
ticised the relationship  which
existed between the bureaucracy of
the British Trade Union movement
and the Comintern through the
medium of the Anglo-Russian Trade
Union Unity Committee, and the
results which followed the General
Strike in 1926. “British workers
who know the facts about this
episode in British History, and can
see the impudent distortions of
Trotsky, will be wary of Trotsky's
““history” with regard to Germany
and China.”

Let us turn to the “Communist
International” for October 15th,
1926, where J. T. Murphy and
Page Arnot said: “Whereas the
viewpoint of the opposition in the
Soviet C.C. demanding the rupture
of the Anglo-Russian Committee is
profoundly erroneous, so' on the
other hand the refusal to eriticise
sharply the treacherous condict of
the General Council leaders is also
i grave error. Such 2 position,
shielding *'generous” endeavours to
preserve the Anglo-Russian Com-
mittee at any cost, objectively
means aid to the opportunists. This
tendency has several times displayed
itself in the ranks of the British
Communist Party.” This is what
actually took place and the Anglo-
Russian Trade Union Committee was
a disgraceful episode in the revo-
lutionary movement of this country.

THE CULLEN-GASTER R.P.C.

In the December issue of the
Bulletin published by the Revolu-
tionary Policy Committee of the In-
dependent Labour Party a survey is
made of the present relations be-
tween the L.L.P. and the Communist
Party. The R.P.C. says that the
N.A.C. of the LL.P. has continued
an association with certain dissident
elements on the Continent which,
“combined with the Left Opposi-
tion” must lead it in support of a
“line of opposition to the present
Soviet rule that may well endanger
socialist construction in Russia, or
into an impotent Isolation from the
workers of the world.” We do not
think that these comrades actually
mean that the alternative to impo-
tent Isolation from the workers is
opposition to Soviet ruler

They also say: “we do not wel-
come the formation of the Com-

munist League whose primary pur-
pose is to disrupt the revolutionary
movement.” No arguments are
given in proof of this charge, and
it seems that the views of those
responsible for this statement have
been influenced by the “Daily
Worker,” which J. Gaster (one of
the editors of the Bulletin), not so
long ago described as “continually
guilty of the most blatant misrep-
resentation in respect of everything
and everybody who does not see
entirely eye to eye with the C.p."
Charges of disruption are easily
made, but we must again recall that
Gaster described the Communist
Party’s United Front approach_to
the LL.P. as *“apparently simply a
platform from which to expose the
‘treachery’ of the LL.P.”. Pollitt
replied that “No Murrys, Cullens,
or Gasters can give this (revolu-
tionary) lead to the LL.P.”

THE “DAILY WORKER"

The “Dally Worker” devoted a
review o the Bulletin, and gloried
in the fact that the R.P.C. oes
not countenance any playing with
“Trotskyism.” The now notorious
quotation of Losovsky on the policy
of the R.LL.U. was referred to with
his “repudiation.” We shall return
to this question In a forthcoming
issue. In the meantime we wouli
Suggest that the R.P.C. asks for
the French, German, and Russian
editions of the R.LL.U. Magazine
containing Losovsky’'s speech amd
see whether this was mistranslated.
Significantly enough the *Daily
Worker,” asks the RUP.C. to
examine “communist practice in the
trade wunions in Great Britain
during the last twelve months.”
Surely this gives away their case?

Efforts are now being made to
cover over the ultra-left trade union
policy which led to the formation
of ““Red Trade Unions.”” In this
connection it is as well to recull
the Leeds Communist Party Con-
gress of 1929 at which the British
application of this policy received
endorsement. Summing up the de-
cisions of the Congress in the
“Labour Monthly” for January
1930, William Rust wrote: *‘The
Congress succeeded in establishing
clarity in the question of the for-
mation of new unions, pointing to
the great revolutionary significance
of the United Miners’ Union of
Scotland and the United Clothing
Workers, declaring in principle for
the formation of new unions, but
at the same time explaining (he
conditions which rendered it ne-
cessary to form them and rejecting
all tendencies which endeavoured to
show thal the general formation of
new unions was the present task
of the revolutionary movement.”
(Our emphasis).

OUR PAPER IN DANGER!

We missed the December issue through lack of money.
This number is brought out under great difficulties.
We ask you to send every penny you can spare.

POSTSCRIPT TO THE
‘PORTRAIT OF
NATIONAL
SOCIALISM’

The first anniversary of the Nazi
dictatorship 1{s approaching.  All
the tendencies of the regime have
been taking on a distinct and pre-
cise character. The ‘*'socialist”
revolution which appeared to the
petty bourgeois masses as the ne-
cessary complement to the national
revolution, has been officially liqui-
dated and deounced. The fraterni-
zation of the classes reached its
peak when the possessors waived
their right to hors Woeuvre and
desserts on a day especially pro-
claimed by the government in
favour of the dispossessed. The
struggle against unemployment has
culminated in dividing the existing
half-starvation rations in two. There
remains only the equalization of the
statistics. Planned autarchy proves
to be nothing more than Just
another stage of economic deca-
dence.

The more impotent the police re-
gime of the Nazis is in the sphere
of economy, the more it Is forced
to place the weight of its effort
upon the field of foreign policy.

That corresponds completely to the’

internal dynamies of the so thor-
vughly aggressive Germin capital-
ism. The starlling sudden turn of
the Nazi leadership towards peace-
loving  declarations can  astonish
only those who are completely lim-

SPAIN!

To understand the recent
events in Spain you cannot
do better than read * The
Spanish Revoluti in
Danger™ by L. Trotsky
which gives & complete anna-
Iysis of the forces in Spain
and which predicted the re-
cent fuprising,

Post Free 9d.

RUSSIA!

Soviet Economy in Darger,
by L. Trotsky. Post Free 7id.

ited in their outlook. What other
method than this has Hitler at his
disposal to throw off the responsi-
hilly for Jdomestic misery on the
shoulders of the external enemy
and to pile up the explosives of
nationalism under the pressure of
the dictotorship? This part of the
program which was outlined even
before the Nazis assumption to
power is being fulfilled today with
iron determination before the eyes
of the whole world. The date of
the new European calastrophe is
determined by the time necessary
for the rearmament of Germany. It
Is not a matter of months, but
neither is it a matter of decades.
A few years suffice to stagger anew
into 2 war, if the internal forces
of Germany do not themselves siop
Hitler In time,

LT




THE RED FLAG

SAVE THE LIFE OF CHEN DU SIU!

We, the undersigned, draw the atten-
tion of all working-class orgazisalions 1o
the arrest and imprisonment of Chea Du
Siu, an vutstanding and courageous leader
of the Chinese workers' movement. now
undergoing a sentence uf 13 years in a-
ment by the Chinese Nationulist Govern-
ment.

Chen Du Siu hat a lung recurd of
service in the struggle of the Chinese
people for their freedom. Horn in 1873, in
kis early years he worked mainly in the
sphere of editing radical ancd literary pa-
pers and in elucating the youth of China,
founding for 1his purp=me the monthly “The
Youth,"” a paper which played an important
role in the develupment «f the Chinese
social amd enltursl movement. Duriug the
years 1916-1919 he played a prominent part
in preparing the gronmd lor the develupment
of the mass National niuvement, which be-
gan with the students' anti-Japunsse De-
monstration of Alay fh, 1919, At the
height of this agitation Chen wis imprisua-
ed by the pro-] Veking €
as the awhor of a scditious leaflet.

After hiz relexse he went o Shanghai
where he founded the Chinese Conrmu
Party. Twice awrested during 1921.1"
the French authorities, his release was
secured hy the pretests of the Chinz
workers. From that time until 1929 Ch
was General Secretary of the Chinexe Com-
munist Party, play: a preaninesc part
the National movement oi that perind.
Following upon his break with the Jeaders
of the Cummunist International, and his
expulsion from the Chinese Communist
Party, he assisted in the founding of the
Chinese Secction of the International Lelt
Opposition. The Chinese National Govern-

nient, under the influence of the notorivus
Chiang Kai Shek, long sought lric arrest,
but they were uot successful unul October
1932, when he waz put un trial for working
to overthrow the Chinese capitalist Governs
ment.

Ubviously, this senience of 13 years
upon 2 mau of SR 5 a3 death sentence,
especially under the conditions existing in
Chinese prisuns. We urge all working-claxs
Ludies to juin in the demian:d jor the release
of our lellow fighter in the cuuse of the
emancipmtion of the working-class, All
protests should be aent to the Chinese
Embasiy, 49 Tortland Fizce, W.1, and tn
the Socialist and Communist press.

Signed by:

Tum Blznn, C.1,
James Maxien, LLI.

Fenner Dlirckway, 1.
\W. Harris,
Alee Gossip, .

Albert  Thomas,

A. E. llarvey,
Perey . Jubnaon, {

A T Diekel, 1l e NAFTA,
J. L. Swift,
C. W. Taylar,

Walter Randall.
n Jamgger, N.UL1LAMN
k Ueech, l'res. Chom, W, UL

Edwin W. Muckwell, Nat. (g,

Chemical Waorkers Uuiem,

Avthur Gillian, Gen, Sec. CWWLL,

Jack Tanver, Orzanicer, AEU.

W. llowrl), Tngineer, AFI1L

A copy of thiz appeal was sent to
Harry Pollitt oi the Communist Party and
10 A G, Walkden of the T.U.C. General
Council. No reply has heen received).

MOSCOW RE-CALLING!

As un example of the devious ways of
fighting agaiust the left Opposition we
publish the following letter which was sent
to ope.of our readers jn Nelson, Lanca-
shire, who asked for infurmation regarding
the treatmeut of Comrade Trotsky. This
letter is from the Moscow Wireless Station,
written by the Chiel Editor, and is really
so amusing that we think our readers will
enjoy the joke, alhough it was not inten-
ded as a joke of course by the writer.
Radiv Centre, Solianka, 12, Muscuw,

US,
241133

5.1

Dear Comrades, :
We are glad (o answer yuur guestinna,
You remark that alter reading Trot-

sky's book (“The History uf the Ruxsian
Revolution”) you feel that he has
been badly treated. Of course, that is
just what Trotsky wanted you to feel, but
you must study the other side of the
question belore you decide. Remember thx
Trotsky was condemned not only by the
Communist Party of the USSR, but hy
the Communist International, because he
refused to aceept one of the basic principles
of the Party, namely, the disciplined ac-
ceptance of all Party decisions. He tried
to form his own [raction in the Party, in
opposition, which was a serious violation
of Party discipline, and only after that was
he expelled.

Now why did Trotsky want to form
his own opposition? We may state with
all authority that Trotsky mnever fully
understood the line of Bolshevismi thorough-
1y. Before the Revolution of 1917, Trotsky
played the role of continual vacillation, ac-
cording 10 the way the wind was blowing,
and fundamentally, he was at varance with
the Bolsheviks on many questions. For a
long time, Trotsky was s Menshevik and
for a long time held the view that the
Hourgeois Revolution could not be carried
on into the Proletarian Revolution, which
was the Bolshevik view. But when he saw
that things were going well for the Bol-
sheviks, Trotsky came over to our side,
and for a time was extremely active,
though always having his own jwint of

view . . . almost always in opposition to
Lenin. This point of view was based
fand; Ily on & mi d ding of the

role ol the peasants in the Revolution. The
Mensheviks, of whom Trotsky had been
one previously, had wanted lo see a
bourieois democracy follow the revolution,
without proceeding to the dictatorship of
the Proletariat. Trotsky abandoned this
view when he joined the Bolsheviks, but
as is common in such cases, instead of

firmly grasping the {inlshevik .
went over to the extreme "Left” from:
which he put forward a theory ol a most

vigiel form  of 1'reletarian  Dictatorship,,

against the whole peasantry, who were 1o
he an explvited class, subject o the dic-
tatorship of the workers, until the worldi
revolution took place. With this line,.
Trotsky argued that Scacialism could not
be bwmilt in one couniry alene, amd hence:
he stond for a “temporary’ uppression of
the peasants, pending the world revolution.

THE PEASANTS.

Comrade Stalin, who was always un-
falteringly the [ollower of Lenin, fought
strongly against thiz “Leltism” of Trotsky..
He pointed out that wnce the proletariam
revolution had been accomplished, it was
essential that the workers should form ac-
tive alliance with the poar peaxants, and
shoukl neutralise the mildle peasxanmis in
devc'uping large-scale socialist agriculture
m A co-operative basis, ogether with the
overthrow of the village eupitalists, the
kulaks. Trotsky's policy would have meant
A permumnent state of tension, a workers'
state continually up against individualist
peasants, while patiently waiting for the
“workl revolution” to solve the difficulties,
While Stalin, too, recogmises ihc necessity
for world Socialism through revelution and
the proletarian dictatorship all over the
world, he emphatically painted vut that to
take Trotsky's thesis would mean 1o per:
petuate a fundamental contradiction in the
Saviet Uniun, an
completely defeatist, sinceé it “wan nnt
passible to huild socialisim in une country.”

at the same time to be’

THE NATIONAL
CONFERENCE of ACTION

A DISCUSSION ARTICLE.

A call has been issued jointly by the
ludependent Labour I'arty and the Com-
munist Party for the organisation w a
great national Hunger March. The mareh
has already cummenced: to co-incide with
the arrival of the marchers in London a
great coaference of “action™ is to be held.
While the exhortations and calls have been
numerous the actuul work ni this confer-
ence remains uncertain. It is 1o be a con-
ference of action; it is to rouse the workers
1o fight around certain immediate demands.
This much we know — but this is by s
means sufficient.

This conference is likely n glay
prominent part in  he activities of mili-
tant workers within the coming wecks.
For this reason, and because such a con-
lerence can perfurm a useful function at
the present time, we offer here <ane poinfs
lor the consideration of thuse taking part
in this eflort

THE PRESENT SITUATION.

In the first place to estimate the tasks
ifure such am asscmbly it is necessary e
~ee the existing political and ecanmmie sit-
uation as it is — not as we might like it
tu be. The exaggerated descriptions oi the
Communist Party press are far from truc
and likely to mislead the movement unless
corrected. The last few months have scen
a wcakening of the workers' movement.
This is best evidenced by the figures of
strikes that have taken place during this
vear - the lowest far some time paz.
The long drawn wut economic crisis, the
heavy unempléyment, strike defeats and
the cowardly attitude of the reformisis -
these factors have all played their part
in causing a decline of the workers' uc-
itiex, hoth in the poltical and indust
field. Ty nnderstand and 1u recogmise this
1% an essential step towards flinding 1he
currect policy for the conierence.

THE BREAK.

The first signs of .a check to the down-
ward tendency of industry have appeared:
here and there it ix more than a check:
there ix even an upward trend. The first te
feel such changes are the workers in
industry and from this naturally develops

revival, a renewed rcadiness to I
More confidence appears in the ranks of
the movement. This has not yet had time
to find its reflection in the strike figures,
although the demands being put forward by
several nativnal unions are indications, but
it has reflected itsell in the recent ULy-
elections. The Labour Party deap of 1931
is seen to be temporary: the Hgures ap-
proach, and in some cases top the peak-

fur everything they do, sometimes from the
right, and sometimes from the left. In
doing this, he aligns himsell with the
enemies of the U.S.S.R., for what better
unti-Soviet propaganda lor the capitalist
press than that “great leader” of the
revolation turning round and attacking the
present policy of the US.S.R. Now Trot-
sky lives well on the income derived frum
his acticles for the capitalist press, which
he can publixh, vuly because he ix recog-
nised now tu be on the side of the counter-

This view, he sh 1, was pletel
against the line of Lenin, who sliowed that
once power had been seized it was essential
all the time to go forward.

“LEFT " POLICY.

We refer to the line of Trotsky as
“left" because, once he had joined the
Nolsheviks, he indulged in “Left™ phrases,
sugzesting u lJine of policy *“still more
revolutionary” than that which was actu-
ally adopted. This line, common ameong
these who have come in from parties ta
the right, unable to discriminate between
a really left policy that is practical and
the mouthing of “left" phrases that would
Jead to disaster in practice, is part of the
petty bourgeois outloak of Trotsky, who
slways had the individualist and demagogic
desire for leadership at heart rather than
the disciplined struggle of the masses.

The real line of Trotsky is revealed
0w by his attitude He attacks the
W.5.5.R. and the Communist International

re
DI course, we do not deny that Trotsky
has = goud journalistic style His book
may make good reading. DBut please read
the other side of the case. Take Stalin's
“Leninism"” Vols. I and IT, and compare
what iz said there with Trotsky's story.
Tratsky ceverly twists everything in order
to show that lie was right all along, he
hides hiz fundamental disagreements with
Lenin and the Party, and tries to make out
that he is a misunderstood hero. Dut we
can vnly emphasise this fact: il Trotsky
had been a good Communist, he would have
been luyal and accepted the Party's con-
demnation uf him, rather than turn against
the Party. His whole line ol action since
his expulsion proves the correctness of the
Party's treatment of him.
We shall always be glad to hear from
you.
Yours fraternally,
INNA MARR,
Chief Editor.

vear 192 figures. ‘“i'hese are sign
wn, thar we can expect, in the vonnng
sround revival of the wravcinent,
strike  struggles and  wrowing
hostility towards the present govermment.
TRADE UNION WORK.
This perspeclive raises urgzently
whele yuestion of eur wark in the wrg
sat

i aur

ns which organise or lead the wvust
masses of  workers.

these

e policy of “independent lemlership,™
h has had such fatal results for the
mimunist Party needs to be abmaduned,
The palicy of “new Unions™ miust be oai-
demnel, together with the notorinus “onited
fant fram below.”  luis iy a ncevssary
peelinmn tn serious work amuong .he
trade workers.  The hasis of sur
drive st be the utilization of the existing
tevle unims sl arades o i
Prese ol securing not

the pressure of the

sule. Those wha attemygn

" in the face ol the exixtimg ~itua.
fiom will fnd themselves isulated from *he
workers.

THE UNEMPLOYED.

The Hunger March also raises impor-
E i ol palicy in regard to the un-
el I workers” fight. It ix ot ne-
cessarily true that the existence of ihe
N.UWLAL i an advantage, either 1o the
wnemployed or to the revelutionary move-

wditvms have changed greatly since
ALWAL was first founded. Changed
. very ofien, a serinus
re-cmsideration of  factics.  ‘The wem-
heyved asociations xet up by the I
aml orgavized around the exisling T
ils wifers a much  wider more
L furm of wark for m tx. In
w the revolutionaries should agi-
tate for these 1o be estalilished in areas
where they do not at presemt exist and
should, where they are set up, enter them
for the punpose of converting them into
fightin instruments of the unempluyed and
as means of bridging the gull between the
cnployed and the wnemployed.

POLITICAL SLOGAN.

In re-divecting its work, in penelrating
intw the ranks of the reformist workers,
the revolulionary movement will soon be
faced with the problem of the political
slogan  mest  suitable for giving every
aspect of the reviving workers' struggle a
palitical  comtent and  getting, the inunc-
diate objective most likely to give politi-
cal meaning tw the agitation. Tu ery
“Down with the National Guvernunenmt™ is
not encugh, There must be a positive
slogan indicating the way forward. No
one will suggest that we have reached the
stage where we can call for the dictaior-
ship of the proletariat. Since thix is so
it seems to many that only the slogan of
“The Labour fiovernment,” on the basis
of militant demands, can bring the mave-
ment tagether, hridge the present gulf that
lics between the reformist workers and the
small revolutionury section and carry the
whale movement forwanl to a higher slage
o struggle.

A DISCUSSION.

In putting thix forward we do %0 in the
hape that ideration and di ion will
result in the establishing of the policy
most likely tn advance the revolutionary
mavement nearer to its goal. We believe
that the policy advncated by Lenin and
by the Communist International in its re-
volutionary days ix the one most likely
to aid our mlvince. We refer our readers
ta “Left Wing Communism® by Lenin. In
its pages will be found an outline of tactics
which, in onr upinion, alone can secure ihe
advance of our mavement. We invite the
opiniona of our readers un this question
to which we shall return in future issues.
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