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With complete solidarity from union-
ised labour, at least as far as move-
ment of coal is concerned, the main
trouble spot has been at Nairn William-
son and Son’s Linoleum Facrory where
un-unionised labour working for small
private contractors and scab labour
have been used to haul coal to their
vard and from there across Den Road
to the factory power station

On Wednesday a large contingent of
striking miners was interrupted by a
Union member who reported that coal
was being moved at Nairns—a picket of
40 left the meeting and went to the fac-
tory where it was found that 14 lorries
{ 200 tons) had already unloaded—2
lorries however, which were late be-
cause of a breakdown were successfully
sent back to the Midlands. But in the
Dysart Club ( the local strike cenire)
NUM members heard strike commiltee
members discussing the movement of
coal into Nairns on Tuesday evening
why was no picket, or even a lookout
posted then’

Nairn's next job was to move the coal
across the road from the vard to their
power station—rthe Nairn workers ag-
reed to black the coal but private con-
fractors were brought in and some coal
moved in spite of a continual picket
which the NUM insisted be totally
peaceful—even when the police banned
a militant from the picket for tryving to
derail a waggon the NUM rook the side
of the police and the movement of coal
was only sropped when the Contractors
were told thar they wouldn't be allowed
fo touch coal after the strike.

Now scabs from England have been
brought in at £20 a day and the picket
continues, but the coal is still moving
and the NUM are still insisting that a
passive approach is taken to these class
lraitors.

WHITBURN

A joint demonstration of about 400 was
held on 22nd by Polkenunent miners
and British Leyvland and Chrysler Lo-
thian strikers in mutual solidarity. The
march included workers fromLothian
Industrial Cleaners on strike because

2 miners had been taken on by the
management. The mood of the meeting
which followed was militant and that
mood caught Alex Wilson (MP for Hu-
milton) who just abour knocked fellow
MP’s Judith Hart and Tam Dalvell off
the platform by calling for a National
power strike in solidarity with the miners
and stating that the miners should
really be claiming £4,500 a year like
him.

The biggest cheer of the meeting, how-
ever, was for the Chrysler steward who
attacked the TUC bureaucracy for its
class collaboration position and called
for the rank and file to spread the
sirike—""if 1971 was the vear of the
Tory Offensive let 1972 be the vear of
the workers” offensive. ™

Earlier on in the week at Whitburn the
management af the colliery said they
wanted to clear a slug-heap. The pickets
let lorry after lorry out until someone
caught on. They stopped a truck and
underneath a thin layver of slag was
guess what? a heap of coal. That was
the last lorry. This also happened at
Stirlingshire.

Around the country

OXFORD: The struggle has centered
around Didcot power station and Bri-
tish Leyland. At Didcor they already
have 800,000 tons of Australian coal
So oil is key. 24-hour picketsofminer-
students at Ruskin college, other stu-
dents from Oxford and Warwickshire
miners have stopped many oil tankers
gerting in. But a whole train-load of
oil was delivered on the 22nd Ruskin
college held a successful meeting arten-
ded by dozens of local shop-stewards.

At Cowley car workers are refusing to
allow a coal powered plant to switch
to oil and are blacking coal coming in
by lorry. Meanwhile meetings are being
held throughout the colleges in soli-
darity.

ASLEF: The engine drivers’ union is
the only union so far to officially black
coal. Such an admirable decision has
forced the Governmentand the employ-
ers o persuade non-unionised lorry
drivers to dirty their hands with blacked
coal. It is up to the NUM leadership
and rank and file miners to persuade
ASLEF and its members to black all
oil movements to power stations. That
goes for caustic soda and maybe other
things as well. The slogan is simple:

IF IT'S NEEDED—-BLACK IT!

FROM SOUTH WALES

“We're going to fight this one out
until either we 've won or we ve been

sold out.”” “‘First of all it was about

wages but not any more. The govern-
ment want to break the power of the
Trade Unions and were in the froni
line.””

“The TV and the papers are poison to
us, "'

“We don’'t want any of that nastiness
like up in Yorkshire. If you try any-
thing down here we won't be arresting
one of vou; it will be all of yvou inside. "
South Wales cop to our comrades
helping on the picket line.

BOLTON: 24-hour pickets are out at
Agecroft Bolton and Kearsley power
station. They have managed to turn
away oil as well as coal. Local student
militants are arranging a concert ro col-
lect money.

“The students have rurned up bloody
trimps this time. We'll help them
when they need it,”” Bolton miner.
ROTHERHAM: All looks set for the
creation in Rotherham of a Sirikers'
Claimants’ Union. SS Office waich

out!

BATHGATE-VICTORY AGAINST SS

Spread this one around! Two single
striking miners were each paid £6 at
the S8 Office. So Section 13 can be
made to work after all.
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TONYPANDY 1910, was a lockout that turned into a massive strike against the coal owners and
the state. It began in the Ely pit in a struggle by seventy colliers for a new piece rate on a
particularly difficuft seam. The coal owners responded by locking out, not only the 70 men
involved in the dispute, but the whole 800 men in the Ely pit. The men throughout the coalfield
were outrage. The owners were answered by the South Wales Miners’ Federation who called

out on strike 12,000 men of the Cambrian Combine, as they said, “‘to teach that particular
company that tyranical action over certain men to influence others was not a paying policy".
Strikes spread to the Aberdare Valley and Ogmore Valley. By the end of the first month of

the strike in November there were some 12.000 miners oul in the Rhonda Valley, and

1,000 outin Aberdare Valley. By mid-winter there were some 30,000 locked out or on

strike.

Throughout the coalfield the miners stormed the mines to force the officials and stokers out.
Then as in the present miners strike, the men had to face the whole power of the state behind the
coal employers. It was not long before troops were sent in. The Tonypandy miners were the mo-
st militant and stubborn in their resistance. During the rioting that broke out in their Valley the
police were stoned and suffered heavy casualties. But what frightened the government most
was the political ideas which gave that part of the strike its specially militant flavour. As
Churchill’s agent in the Rhonda reported, *...the strike committee consists of half a dozen
fanatical socialists, strongly impregnated with the theories of Karl Marx ... "
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these points.

You too can help
the miners

[n Oxford at a meeting in Ruskin Col-
lege Tom Jackson, secretary of the
UPW announced his solidarity with the
miners and his willingness to do any-
thing to help. He added that he did not
think there was much that his union
could do. He is wrong.

Solidarity action can be carried out in
thousands of different ways by many
sectors of the working class. For ex-
ample. the first thing the UPW could
do would be to black the Coal Board—
1o letters in or out. They could also
instruct their members to deliver all
NUM mail free of charge. The post-
men would be very happy to do this.
NO MAIL FOR THE COAL BOARD.
Then there is the NUR. Well this has
not yet officially blacked coal yet and

lorry was let rhmuﬁh the poh‘ce- carry-
ing coal!

Warning! There is now only a token
picket at Dover. Many lorries are
getting through. A previous offer by
the NUM of free buses for students
down to the docks has been scrapped.

given Sid Green’sidegree of militancy,

it never will, But how about free travel
for striking miners and especially for
the flying pickets? The NUM is having
to spend thousands of pounds on travel
expenses. If the NUR won’t bring its
members out on strike in solidarity then
this is the least they can do. This would
also apply to the buses and the under-
ground. FREE TRAVEL FOR ALL
FLYING PICKETS.

We could continue, for instance, dust-
men could black all the coal boards, so
too could, night cleaners, electricity
supply workers, milmen, etc. Journal-
ists could black all Tory and NCB pro-
paganda in their papers and expel any of
their members who peddle such dirt.






