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WHOEVER WINS ON JUNE 18

THE WORKERS WILL HAVE TO

FIGHT!

LABOUR PARTY DEBATE CONTINUED
a reply fo Robin Blackburn




BRITISH IMPERIALISM: THE LONG CRISIS
Once again the Left is feced with the task of
orlenting itsell to the Labour Party in an
election period. This is a task which for very

. fundamental reasons the revolutionary left has

arver sdequately coped with. Thow
fundamental reasons spring from the same root
m the cause of the sirength of the reformist
perty in relation to the revolutionary left:
namely the continuing strength of British
tmperialism. This is 2 @tustion which is now
changing. however. British imperialism is
undergolng a long-term crisis, Afl its structures
are in 3 state of flux. Even since 1966 the
political scene is a different one: the
radicalisstion of youth has taken place on a
large wale. We can begin to expect now that as
revolutionary sction rather than revolutionary
propaganda becomes possible, some more
wtisfactory relationship to the mas reformist
party will emerge. The Hed Mole Ras been
organising a debate of late Lo allempt to asist
this provess.

WHAT TO DO IN THIS ELECTION?
What, however, should we do now in this
dection? In the absence of ¥ lange organisation,
the role of the revolutionary beft will still be 8
largely propagandistic one. This mekes it all the
more important that that propaganda be
cofrect

I is a time when the political consciousness
of masses of Britsh people s heightened: when
they sre more receplive to poditical ideas
It is a poriod which more than any other offers
a chance to revolutionaries Lo explain the real
nature of the Labour Party snd the neods of the
British working clas. This is why il is of
peramount importance that we do not hquidale
our independent revolutionary presence in this
period. To talk of the Tory Bonapartist threat
® Lo mystify, since il directs sttention EWEY
from the Labour Party. It implicitly COVers up
h‘lhlﬂnwmtymhlulﬁyem It
eacourages the type of illusions in the Labour
Party 23 being somehow "'progressive” which
have plagued the Left for the kst farty years
Mot important of all, it fetichises Dhe

tary struggie and does not make the

emential politieal pont that i 1 not in clections
bet in mawm struggle that the bourgeiue will
wee how far or how little it can push things.

Il-u-: INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS
€ can ww that throughout the

world, wherever the interests of British
imperialism have been at stake, the Labour
Government s have previous [abour Govern-
ments acted as the stooges of the bourgroisie:
they have acted as the enemy of the woarking
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class on & world scale. We have séen the
unsucceaful fight against a National Liberation
strupgle in Aden and the Gulf states where
British imperialism has not yet given up the
struggle. In the Caribbean, repression has taken
place in Trinidad and Anguills. In Ircland,
Brilish troops stand by ready Lo shoot fighters
for an independent and socialist lreland. In
British falls there are Irizh political prisoners
now (e elsewhere in this lswe). Diplomatic
and material support has beon given to the
American war of aggression against Indochins.
In South Africa, the Labour Governmenl props
up the regime despile hypocritical gesturos (o
the contrary. In Rhodesia, it capltulates to
raciam wilthout much prolest: had that been a
black liberation strugyle, their reaction would
have been very difTerent. We can see that
throughout the world wherever imperialism has
been waging its backward reactionary fight, the
Labour Government has bren in the vanguard
of the struggle. These are not faels that we
should allow to be swepl under the carpet in
the interest of Unity for a Labour Vietory. We
should harry the Labour Government and
supporters st every possible opportunity. No
peace for the encmies of the intermational
wurking cless

In 1966 there existod a so-called Labour
Left, which liked to pose as a progressive force
within the Party. If only they could take over
the Labour Party, how different things would
be, they would tedl us Thetr record is femiliar
to most people on the Left. It has been 2 totally
miserable abject role. They have completely
fatled o put up any consistent fight against
Wilson and his policies. Had they been
revolutionaries they could have provided 3 pole
ofattraction within the Party which could have
won arer & large section of the working clase
Their milure Lo do this has demogstraied the
utter bankruptey of their claims to be fighting
for wocialism, and has contributed to a
depoiiticimtion of militant sectors of the British
working clas

We should lastiy say a word about the role of
the Labour Covernment intermally. They should
be reminded that the reforms the have
introduced have born very few and very timid,
Not only, bowever, have they abandoned what
little claims to being progressive that they ever
did have. They have moreover capitulated to all
that is most base and in our society
with the introduction of racist legislation to
ﬂdgtw:m,

rejecting the struggie for socialisn, they

have had no ather alternative but to carry out
the wishes of the capilalist class. They have
altacked the British working class over s whole
range of issues, The resistance of that cluss

PILKINGTONS

There are many people on the left in Britain,
even revolutionaries, who cateporise strikes into
two types: economic and political. There are
others who more correctly but rather
dogmatically sy that all strikes are political.
The Pikington strike. as did the Fords strike of
1968, and the dockers strike of 1966, has
shown yet again that a strike about wages
asumes conscious political proportions when it
clearly demarcales class slliances and
antagonisms, sometimes, as in this case,
throughont the mnztn' —be. when the press
picks up the sceat Of “outside agitators™ and
does everything possible 10 pour dist on the
independent action of workers. when evervone
from Harbara Castle (with her official enquiry
headed by John Wood, an active Conservative
who bossed the Standard Triumph enguiry
which came down —naturally —agaimt the
waorkers demands) 1o the police at the picket
line and to the Union the men beling 10,
allline up, lap dog style. behind Pilkington &
Ce. Lud.

And an the other side we saw workers'
solidarity from Fords. . Kraft Foods,
Vauxhalls, etc., and y from the 1,500
men 3t Ellesmere Port wheé promised £1 cash s
week till the strike was over

Butthis is no time for complacescy | the
majority of workers staved with the strike
commutics antil the end, but 2,500 went back
to work before. How was the unity breken? und

from the lessons of this one? We must
concentrute on a very da ous weapon in the
arsenal of strike-breakers {in this case the
crawling GMWU |—he Secrer Ballor That
ballot should never have been permitted.
Formally so democratic, the seeret ballot plays
exnictly the mme role as do general elections.

In cach caw the effect is to stomise the working
class. Instead of the 5 800 Pilkington workers
practising workers democracy among them-
selves, we see 85 800 individuals cut off from
cach other’s cotporate solidarity, fallen prey

to the witch-hunting rumours of the news.
papers, the echoes of “solid advice™ from
slooge T.Ul. representatives, that signed letler
from “the Loed of the Monor” himself, the
understandable magging of the wife. And he
snaps, And afterwards he regrets il but it's too
late.

And one other thing this strike hay shown,
though the lewon must be learnt, If workers
democrucy means any thing ot all within those
organs crealed by the cluss to defend it - the
Trades Unions—then every worker must go out
of his way to practice it. Bureagcrats exist und
concentriule power in their hands on the hasis of
apathy on the part of the rank and file, A
representative clected by the entire membership
of a sorkers organisstion and subject to their
conirol must reflect the real interests and views
of those workers. To put one's faith in bureau-

erals in in kol thim aell e sl ok e smsaial

made them back down over the Pensl Clausos
of Lthe Trade Union Bill. However, their support
kas not only been lacking from the militant
struggles of the class. They have militated
agrinst these struggles. t thebr yoars
In office they have pandered 1o and peddied the
most obnoxlous bourgeols : all the
familiar livs about the National Interest, lotting
Hrilain down by sriking, ete. We should lose no
opportunity during the eleclinn campalgn to
bring home the fundamentally anthbworking
class nature of the Party's activitios and why it

¢ musl act in & way contmary to the
interests of the clam

STRUGGLE NOT VOTING IS DECISIVE

To support such a party in the hope of social
change is of course 3 complete illusion. 1| could
well be thet the return of Labour b government
will assist in the task of breaking militants from
illusions about the Party. We should recognise,

biowever, thal (he left i
sulficiently small not to be able to decisively
influence the way the masses vole, The resl
significance of cur activilies over the ohielion
period then lies nol in our advies about voting
but in the type of propsgandn we make. We are
Lalking at best to a small politically conscious
Layer af the class, feeling its way out of the
sochd domoctatic embrace. The important
propaganda polnt is to attempt to broak the
working class from the false idea that soting
ever detormined anything very much. The thing
for resolutionarics Lo stress is thal (hat class I
golng to hive to struggle against whichever
Giovernment gets in. It is in this context that we
cin explain why it is that reformism begins Lo
fail, and that leads dirvetly to an explanation of |
Ibe relationship hetween the Labour
Covernment and the international work ing cluss.

SOUTH AFRICA
AND THE LEFT

The Springbok tour has prodictably boen
sancelled—after & litthe manoewring and
counter-manoeuvring by the [abour
Govarniment and the Cricket Council, Howewér,
we shauld not ler the occesiog go by without
atternpring to gain some clarification of where
we stand with regard to the South African
regime. To this end The Red Mole /s pubilishing
i leafier wivich was to have beon distrilxsie on
the damot

The mass mobilisstion agsingt the 5.4, cricket
tour marks an important step forward in British
politics. Tens of thousands of young praple will
b takcing part in ox ira-pariismentary politics
for the first time

But 10 anyone who i ssrious shout why
they are demarnstrating, the most smportant
guestions have not been answered. How s it
possible for groups with such diverss politics
22 several Conservative M.P s, many members
of the Labour Party including Wilsan himsel,
the Liberals and their youngor brethren as well
a5 the radicalised youth vangusard 1o line up
together in opposition 10 the tour? The anaver
to this ke in the particular class interests thay
mprosent. Yas, 1ot us stop the tour] bul sbove
all, tat us be clear sbhout the political nature
not only of our shady “allias™ but even more
of tha South African State.

Why do the Consprvatives and others in The
Fair Crickat Campaign oppose the tour 7

These pecple are intarasted in opposing
apartheid both in Britain and in South Africa
itsalf only bacause it upsats stability. Many of
them are directors of compandes with large
estments in South Adrica—companios which
derive vast protits from the muper-axploitation
of black labour [British companies have invested
over £1,000 million in South Africe and are the
mainstay and chief beneficiary of that regime’s
hideous intornal policyl, For tham itisa
tactical question, They are afraid..of vou.
Afraid that even demonstrating against a cricket
match can radicalis: large rumbers of people
into asking guostions which go far beyond
crickut

Why does Wilson oppose thy tour?

This is read hypocrisy. 1t's 50 easy to give
verbal oppasition to the tour so he can keep up
his anti-aparthaid facede while lmhing out at
demonitrators with the polioe to protect his
bwwr-andd-arder flank in the election perlod. But
what has the Labour Government really done”
Firstly, ith t In any way challengad the
wary basis d¥partheid - tha capitslist sconomic
base of South African soclety, On the contrary,
it has encoursged British-owned cormnpanies to
invast there, Secondly, it has scceptad
completely South Africa’s key position as an
autposl of British and Amarican imperialism, &
# contre for the spread and consalidation of
white domination, lirst goonomically and
scond piditically, into the black African states
to the narth. This newds weaspons. OF coursa the
Labour Govermment has made & big show of
not solling arms direct 1o South Africa, But
al through NATO's long tentacles. it has been
gy 10 direct srms to South Africs end
Portugurese imperialism, b} 1Cl egrtainly, and
probably other companies too, have beon
encauragad by the Goverinenil 1o set up

dilnal ol wndas (s Paiab A daa

What about the Liberals?

Thero can be no doubt thet they sre sincerp
sbout baing antl-spartheld, But what does that
mean? What sre we to make of the fact that
most of the English. gpeaking South Africans—
and they comprise the biggest industrialists in
that country—ere agauinst apartheid too, What
we hiwen 10 understand is that the bourgeoisie
in South Africa is split betwoen the Afrikaans
whuo conirol the rulingNationalist Party, ami
the English-speaking ssction. The latter, in thelr
attempt to galn power, have mads & bloc with
sormm black organisations whom they control
completety politically. These people see very
clearly that the continuation of spartheid
carries with it the great danger (for them| of
ingspandent revolutionary action by the black
majority: revolutionary action which would
threafen the whole bagis of capitalisn in South
Afvica. For thery is ong thing we must not
forget or we shall be sidetracked: thore ame
many cauniries in the world whare apartheid
doos not exiet. There are many where raciallsm
is unintalligible 1o the population, But
oppression still exists n these countries,
exploitation of man by man for the proafit af
a fow still exists in the countries and thers, as
averywhere else, the opprossor must be faught
bry an swakened poopla,

The raal strugale in South Africa is not only
for the removal of spartheid though of ooursy
this is an integral pert of it. Under the prosent
systam, an African subsists in the reserves and
can only get work in the towns for & yeer ata
time, and ovan than he goes where he is sermt
{under the iniguitous pass system) and has no
choice but to accept what wopss ha is given. If
maore black workers were sllowed o work, they
would undercut the much highor wages of the
white workers. And this is what these “Libersls™
would like, For just to sbolish sarthaid would
still laave us with a capitalist South Africe, able
tor utilise choap black |abour much mare
“rationally” than 31 presst—bin 4 South
Africa with a veneer of respectable parlim
parlismpntary democracy.

F¥e mwust have no trvek with such fakers. For
us, the most important gim is 1o work In
solidarity with the forcet in South Africa
capable of mohilising the great mess of the
peuple 1o fight ndegenden tly Tor their own
libaration. We cannot sen this liberation only
in teerns of abolishing apartheid. The black
peoola of South Africs have s groater destiny
than overthrowing apartheid only to find they
remain moploited & vworkers and peasanis in a
country controlled by fareign capitalism.

Liberation starts from recognising that the
black prople of South Africa are not just blacks,
but are immigrant wark ers, landless peasants and
and small plot-helders, If it is to sweemod, it must
lie slong the road of socislist revahition,

Stop Apartheid's Reprosentatives Playing
Crichket!

End the Exploitation of Black S.A. Labour by
Fareign Copitall

Full Solidarity to the Emerging S.A. Revolution
and with the Freedom Fightors in Portuguess
Tarritory!
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1) Apart from phiyucal violence againsi the PSC
supportens, the police engaged in verbal
provocstion, often racialist in tone. agrinst the
Palestinians and Arabs in the coowd. On soome
ms they caused great indignation by

¢ up Palestinisn {lags and symbols a3 2n
vert aflront o thr feelmgs of the marchers,
slarly the Palestinians among them,

partc

) When scuffles hroke out hetween the PSC
wpporters and the Zionists, afier the march had
diperwed, the pohice almost invarishly arrested
the former while treating the latter very lightly.

} Prew reports of an “innocent byvstander™
being hutt by a PSC supporter are completely
false. The person in guestion is a wel |-k nown
eadet of @ Zioniv! thug group and had himselt
pitrated the distarbance in which he was hurt,

Once again the authorities in Britasn expose
their belliperent attitude towards revolutionany
nd progressive movements, towards vapnﬂrn
of anti-imperialist strugzies, and towards over
soas wiwkers and studenty. This is not all
surprising in view of the fact that in the same
way I!1q1 !hr SI.H: of ]‘ll.ﬂ.l %3 Prt'[c;: of
weslern imperialism, so are local Zionists the
protege of the Brtish Establishment
T'I'n.- Executive Committee, Palestine Solidarity
; le;r' ¢jo b UAS., 4 Chesterfield Gdna.,
; '|III

red clrcle demo

Bagrean of yirung Socmd T rewtluDDNIrEL oW 1
e Bt =i Rad Circte n orgenivng & ¥ ETASm Drotew
et theough ST ond towen cevtre on Seturii
But thoy Oefers Thst e & Larther resche g thae
Semoastraticeg sgeers!  Asrwrcan i mperglam’ e
:"‘F-w Aol

0 B3 weor s ogciem vivugghes on Staftord
t V0 wemmion ol e (Tl a0
playeng 3 support ToE =2ty greepnces andd fights
SgmditE! Erlay e meiur sl T
i addion, therw are pland [0 Orgaie

e gtt @t ot pgivvit e S erglsoe s at Barrroonghmem
arud Matnegham Angd the Red Crcle o gigo keen to
ot age 2 rerciutroresy moserment o Safford
AL

Wr waent pupil demoorscy,  E@ed 21 year-ofd My
O rx Padihcrpe, § conmmes sl syppwrentoe gt Dorman
Deanais, Staftord, who called the Tirche's first meeting

e oD,

Thare are 3 ot of genunns gr svances ower sech
Py . il tu -_1-—-1,----|-v-ta.-1ul Llw i
o ol iy Sy 1 e LA iy
o e V0 s " s T or
— I S — e Ty W T
B == TR i =gy e e Wi P
W - TR A
__" & 3 g B g dnw Esfery

arlp-n!m wry the march wall be pescsful
Sl ome Red Cocls member: “We are Socadin
Py CALTIONSTES —not peopls who pus! wenl & Dundh
LV sl
My Pelitwepe smed that none ol the or oup wenied
1o wie viokeroe svther 88 8 Teant oF an end. “But we
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trowble. Sufficent officers will be on duty.”
Seoxrting ot 2 .30 o outnde Statterd radinagy
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Staflord Labour Party has besn informalily
epprimched for support. But support was refused. the
Advertrser wos told

Stafford Aed Cercle has 3 hard core of 12 mambers
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Heprintzd from tha Staittordebira Adkesy Tiser, 141h
May 18700

up strikes, out scabs

The rising militancy of warkers in British
industry is clearly svident from the current
figures for strikes. The numbser of days “Tost™
through strike action in the first quarter of
1970 weas close on 2% million_ & rise of sround
4% compared with the firs! guarter of 1969
it @ marked upturn on previou figures. The
actusl number ol Soppages it up by nearly
50F% and the numbes of worksr involved by
nearly 30%. 11 should be noted that the official
figures® do not includs the 22 000 dockers who
struck on March 17th & & protest sgainit the

Government's proposals for port nationalisstion.,

The bourgeois press of course mourns the
loss of production and becomes hysterical at
the thought of “outsids agitators™ (especially
when they are inside). This s of courss a well-
tried technigue for cresting divison and
confution, and weskerning support for strikers.
But what the popular prets in particular prefer
to ignore it the increase in deys lost through
unemployment, This oo continues on 8 Meady
upward plod, and is now the highest since the
Second World War: it in now 2.7% of the work-
force, standing st 624 000. In certain regiom
such as Wales, Scotand, Northern England, the
figure stands at over 4%, and Northern Ireland
T%. In all regions the percentage unemploved
af women is higher than for men. The figures
for strikes sre inleresting enough even though
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they do not fairly reflect political stoppages,
but what is also important is the continuing
trend towards opan confrontation between
rank and fils organisations and the official
union machinery. The most glaring example of
the diy i the Pilkington strike which has
axtended to battle: with police and seabs, A
foretaste of this was evident in the Hull
Trawlerman's striks (See Moie No. 3).

Trada union official lasders are bacoming
increasingly nervous at the growth of rank snd
file activity, such that the leadership of the
General and Municipal Workert Union which
openly betrayed the Pilkington workers are
contemplating lodging a substantial pay claim
oh behalf of (or rather to forestall) their
members in municipal services. If the 5t. Helans
Glass Strike is remotaly repressntative of
changas in the mood of workers, the Lord
Coopers®* of this world will have & stormy
tima ahead.

From District Line Mole (N.LLR.)

*See Employment and Productivity Gazstte.
**Lord Cooper is the “Teader™ of the GMWU,
When he received his peerage, the union
magazine, snxious 1o please no doubt, carried 2
full colour glossy picture of him in his robes on
Its front pege. The comment from union
membars on maing this can be imegined.

Cmemantics. A meilical forum of theoretical wiitng on
the cinerna. Third bsve - discussons herween (-adand,
Solwian, Siraub, Rocha, Jancso and Clementi in an all
our stk on (he mdustry. 117 Hastfield Road,
Losdon SW.19. 26 in stampe.

MARXIST STUDIFS - Spuing ive. Workers' Control
and Marcists, John Walterd. Sell-management m Crench
High Schools 1988, Nicholu Baby. The Law of Valup
wnd Sell-Manapement i the Workers Stabes, Femes|
I..I-rmu_in Factory Councils, Gramel, Book Reviews,
et J4a pp. HMS Pibikatioss (RM), 16a Hotmdals
Road, | oncon N.W.6.

KEY BOOKS LTD specialve i Socialisd, Comtmunisd,
Peace and Progrostive Wivrature. Only hookshop of its
bind b e Midiands. Red Mole wvockar, 25 Eass
Stovet, Bironingham 5. Phone 021 692 1763
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Prime Meviwter Fidal Cattro 3o severs! hundesd
thoutand chesring Cubens grested the sleven Cuban
Vishatr mon fresd atter being heid for #ght dayy by
AlphymAb—an antbdvolatienary graug hased
Wtarru—on Towsgary night (May 18

i sbewen men flew in & specisl Cuben plens Trom
the Bahamas where they were held on May 10 afisr
their frahing bomts sk sunk by Aipha 85 guaboats.

Dy, Castro drowves with the fishaomen Tor 15 miles
past cheerng crowds to @ ceremany autside the
Tormes US Emibmiwy in Havara whero mors than
200,000 chanting, denging Cutwing grseiéd Tham with
roars af applaure.

The Embascy had been besisged by demonstretons
Toar Phes chays, wassinyg Mags, chanting slogans and harling
immalts ot President Nixon, Insids ths Embassy wis
Swats cipiomat Kari Kunsker, and the Embesty aght-
waichyman, Thay were there for three day's and nighis
with pathing 10 &1 but nuts and dried plums and were
st oust ol the bsuliding by & Cuben Foreign Minisry
atfical, policeren snd two @octord on Manday
foliowing night-Jong negotistions by the Sl
Amtaitansr Alfres Foachl a=d 8 Sevien G owmrmem
note (rha Swins Government handiess US Afdges in
Caitn)

The cherrasnsts ol ann Gutsice the bullding v
sxrwptowlly wili orgaeibig Bince 15 ERON TaNEDUL
beginmeng: letrires, tenil, st 1000 &0 wator were
laed o0 by the Gowernment. &l the bullding wes
bathed in Mioodlights ssch night. On Saturday (May 16)
GRANMA the Party newspoper | wermed Swess
deplormats that they were uting the eighl-stosey
concrete and glant building ilegaily. The Swinm officmi
hawe beon using it since 1882 when they sinrted
ripe e Hing LS snterests o Cuba The newspaper
rypdied that Sewisd ofTicials 3a0 the bailding woula not
recmeve police protectan |1 the diplamats miurmed o
i It mmed it woold be diliTicull 1o control the aawd
pocd phadt the polics wau bd nat shed Culen Dikaod 1o
protect | mpeswliet syrmneby, CDiploret o cmenan oy L
not o 0red than the lives and peacriy! work of
ot | v v,

The eleven fisherman kidampped by A lphe-G6 wee
iminiadly hetd as hostages for the nine Alpka-B6
it v ilad capuded stz the stenpred irvasion of
Emvtern Cuba el month {Apdil|, B Castio rafused

MARXNIST YOUTH JIOURNAL-lswe No. ! iaciudes
Wamen's Liberntion; What s Scuetific Socialion?; The
Secondary Schoagl Strugsle; The State of the Student
Movement, The Brithh Secret Palxe Subwriprion:
135 Fow 12 B=avs, B Jor 6 baues, pax: free. Chegues
pavable 1o A ). Leatom Write: Marsist Youth foanal,
19 Gothain Strovt, Lescester LE2 ONA.

Sewoind have of Middle Fast (or Hew sletionary Socialk
iEn oow oul. Subncription £ per year from M.E. K5,
1 Peahwood Avenee, London N.3. Fow gl coplies
(174 54 pp) end enguines wnite Petzy (iowe :h 18 Yk
War, London N.7

ol Womes - sow ot m onew prvted formali-i
Prodecnd by 8 posp ol woslst women of.the Not-

Wi "t Commitioe. A subscrpton
inspes (bmeathly)

- Sl o
16 Lin Rosd, Wt Bridghard, N

| late column

the suchange sod rtend thesstened the
fmmm:lmdmwwmhw
fipnermen wera Iresd. “The hand of the revodutson
will be hard, form wied antienible with i sneenie,” he
said, “The Governenent o Cuta regects Fully and
delinitivaly any blackmai by fhe ClA and itx agests
which stts=rpts 1o use the Cuban P men a3
hostages.”

Pretideat Dwvelco Dorticas summoned the Saem
Ambastador in Havans evd informed him of Cuban
demrands. Ha alsd sammoned British Ambasdio
Hichard Sykss sl informed him that counmir.
yspoluTionary orgarieations and the UG ClA were
wiing smsll Britesh auays snd fssnds off the Cuban
casst to lswndh anti Caban activities, The Prasident
warned Britain 1o 1eks Deps =0 prevent thee
sctivitles, orherwise “the Government of Cube would
find isall abliged ta sdogt the relevant mastures with
the girn of preventing them by it own masse ™

Castro aneouncsd that captured exilai had 10l of
cantinual wirite by FBI and ClA agents 1o the treining
camps of the sxiled guedriilas and that the inveders ber
meanith tradned for thelr supaditaan at Great |nsgus
Island, a Britith posseson i1 tha Bahamas, sxty miles
north-nt of Cuba. He aleo warned Brima that the
exiled warh usicg some of the 4,000 Isands in the
Britiwh Babarfas 1 trein guerri| kn mnd sunch
stt=mpind lsdings. The “relesart reesion’ Cubsa &
prepared o telos wall e dirgct mitEnasiiian (A the
Hritish infmrads 10 #10p the oxiles” actaciting if Beitsin

dit not do so

Tom Alphe-B8 mession leit month consiszed of
13 srwiny, Toder e killed ared the oy nine ceprured
They had Innded near Barsocoa fovwn on i oeth
coast of Crienta Frovinos, nouipped with modsen
sutamatic wespo-r mijol el oy the Uinited Smte
ARmy. Five Cuban soldiers wers killed and ane
wonaded by the gaerril L,

At the= Tunnwal af the dead roldiers, Caetio welrn
that inesinos attempes would saffer worss deluets
than the of Pigs liweson in 1961, “Nixon has now
Ay the Fertagon, sedly kiawns 100 T3 crumes
the workd, the argaaiss on ard recruirmeant of
rrErgEnd s Tor e aggressive plars pgsinel o
country " And S sdded; “IF M. Nizoa and the beid
of eriminals camposmg ths Fenagon and the LA’
b moik béwinad fram the bexting they hews setalviag
W hrtrsrn @md Laos, thoy would heve mare s Culsa.”

—
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Africans ahroad tomerogéether

Potimbed betow are wome extracts from Lhe
Comstitution and mme of OAFPA (The
Organiaton for All ¢ People from
Afrwea). This crganimation has been formed
after & wries of mestings in Loaden initiated by
e Gower Streel African discussion group, and
s conference in Geneva It is open to African
=Sstanls living oulside Afnea who are
commitisd to Afrncan and world revolution and
to the dissemnination of revolutionarv tdess. The
Red Mole is pleased to help in giving the
crgeanation publicity

introduction to the Programme of GAPPA
Surting from the fsct that feudalism, Inter
sational capitalism and imperialiem are messing
wp Alrica our father land; they are the foroes
which physically and menlally rnslave our
fathers. molhers, brothers and ssters; the
African militants outside Africa have a duty of
saiking positive contributions in their
temporarily small but significant way to the
complete overthrow of all these resctionary
forces and their Iackeyve

The temporary success of imperialiem in
Africa as shown by the numerous right-wing
ooups of the "60s; the absarplion of the Alrican
educated “elite” into the international
bemrpecis with the “capital-less™ Africans as
Enkor partners in Lhe game of ﬂpll: '.irt__g
African workers end peasants in most African
statex; have all helped African militants studvi
or working outside Africa to come together an
L meramine issics

Thev have discovered that African socialism
whick is not scientific is s myth and that is why
most of it was drafled by European sxpstristes
end American Pesce Corps serving in Alrica,
edited and approved by the American State
Degartment. It allows the acquisition of
maxirum poscbie profits by Anglo- America
imperialisn which in turn belps to develop an
African bourgeoisie 2 new :Ep-r class made of
ihe Western-orientated and educated “elite”
This socialism does not kead to the slimination
ol exploitation of man by man.

The lack of effectivensss and confusion in
some of the liberation movements at home as
opposed Lo their succems in publiciging their
rauw sbroad: which is doe elther Lo a lack of a
tiear idenlogy or opportunism both of the left
and right, also is » cause of concern Lo
Alricens w0 e lemportrily oulside Africa
They realise something bas to be done in Africa
and womeons has Lo do it. They have Lo make
manimum contributioas,

The African militants in the DAPPA do not

iwe Lhe present boundaries of Africa
®hich were created to serve the interests of {
competing European u classes. We believe
m the Lotal unity of Afne with one
tostnenial govermmest oo the loes n(nfsnud
by Omgiefo Dr. Kwame Nkrumah of na.

As revolullonary internationalists we should
forpet thinking in terms of being Ghansians,
Zambians, Congolese. Kettyans or South
Africans. We should concentrate on the African
mrolution which = also a by contribution to
the world-wide ati-capitalist revolution,

50 far Africans have been organised

ek 4

o,

THE SOCIALIST APPROACH TO THE
WOMEN QUESTION

Evelyn Sell, American Marcist active in the

women's liberation movement, ks the main

toeaker &t the London Socialist Woman's

Group's first public meeting.

JUNE 5th—7.30 p.m.

Conway, Hall, Red Lion Sguare, London
W.C.1 (Holborn tube).

Enquiries: ring Leonora Lloyd, 01-574 7407,

A,

sccording Lo e specific African countries they
came from. There has boen no Unlon organised
on a continental basis catering for the interests
of African militants commitled Lo revolutionary
pan-Africanism and who bave pot been mentally
captured by colonialism

Recent months (January to April 1970) have
seen 3 lot of meetings by Afrdeans In London
and a conference was held in Geneva of Africans
studying or working In parts of Furope. These
have ended in the formation of the
"Organisstion for All Progressive People from
Afrlea™ (OAPPA).

General Programme of Action for OAPPA
1. To collect, study and analyse anli-capilalict
black er literature as a way of getting rid of
the colonial mentality which many of us still
have, conaciously or unconscioasly,
2. To study thoroughly the works of Nkrumah,
Nyerere, Franz Fanon and lhe Russian, Chinese,
Cuban, Vielnamese revolutions and others as a
way of preparing ourselves for the revolulion in
Africa.
3. To try and answer every distortion and mis.
information about Africa which is published or
broadcast in the Western news media. If
posible to start & newspaper or journal of our
own which would cover the plight and struggles
of the oppresed world and exploited ts
and workers in Africa and the reit of the
exploited world.
4. To take dirvct militant action wherever
wible or necessary.
3. To take advantage of our present access to
the masses of information about Afriea which
it more available in Europe and America than
in Africa itselfl by collecting it, sorting it out,
analvsing it and sending il Lo progressive
individuals, groups or organisstions inside Afriea
who badly need it,
6. To encourage the [ormation of Progressive
Circles in different parls of the counines of
Africa. These shall study what revolution is
sbout and how to make it; they shall srve as
centres af anli-capilalist and ant-imperialisi
information; they shall promote revolulionary
political sactions in dilferent parts of thei
enuniries, they shall work hand in hand with
other revolutlonary organisations in their
countries or even be branches of those
organisations. [t is our contacts in Africa or
ourselves, when we po back to Africa, who shall
form these Progressive Circles
7. There shall be comimions of OAPPA dealing
with different countries or reglons of Africa, as
15 appropriale, which shall deal specifically with
the issues of those countries or reglons. Thes
commissions shall be made up of people mamty
from those place: concerned

B. From the constitution of DAFPA and this
genenal programme of action vach branch or
commission of DAPPA shall be free to decids
exactly where to start from and how to
proceed.

For further information contact:

ende, 103 Cower Sireet,
el.: D1-387 1640,

Chen. Chimuten
London W.C.1.

JUNE Ird: STST meeting, & mox Hosd Library
London N1 (Aagat of Highbury subol, 5tnen.
Contact John Theolrid, 288 Liverpool Mosd, N7,

JUNE ath: mesting 1o discus NJACWER and Equial
Pay. Hanwe!l Pubiic Library Cherington Rosd,
Londaa W.11, Contact Leonars Lioyd, 574 7807

JUNE Sth: “The Hormsey Film™, Carnden Studion
Camaden Strest, NW 1. B pn. Angry Arts,

263 0613

JUNE 18th: custural piogranve. Pegry Seoger,
militant folk sitisws. Contact WERC, 37 Camtlétown
Rosd, W.14

Ve e A 113.
)
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Antidote

FECPLE'S ANTIDOTE TO TEAR GAS

A binchemistry stodent al the University of
Californla hes developed an easy-to-make and
easy-1o-use sntidote for tear gas. The student,
John McWhorter, broughit his little hit of magic
in a milk bottle to the office of the Dgily
Californian sfter the April 15 anti-ROTC action
in Berkeley, which incloded heavy doves of tear
gas from the police. McWharter, senior in
binchemistry working with Profesor John B.
Nelland, claims he has found an antidote (o s
gon that can be made by anvone who has ever
scrambled an egg

The mtidote compound wax texted by
McWharter during an anti-war demo on more
than 20 people. Thev found it effective in
preventing stinging eyves and sore, irvitated shin

McWhorter cxplained the theory behind his
concoction in this way: CN ond CS gas attack a
silphidral group in the eve. Egg has a great desi
of algumin, and egy slgumin has a great deal of
st lphur

The implications of this are astounding, ssid
McWhaorter. In riots it would be posible o
walk right through tear-gas attacks

He said that on April 15 he and muny otherx
;End the egg mixture en their face and around
their eves. They then walked oot into & wave of
gax. Their renctionsT “We all felt fine."

The recipe is: Mix 8-10 eggs with onc cup of
waler and o tablespoon of baking soda. Beat
very well. Spread over face and around eves.
Also vinegar in a handkerchiel is sn effective
agent lo breathe through, but vinegar should
nol be spread on the fsce. The vinegar-soaked
handkerchicf and the egy minture should,
together, make um effective anti-resr gas team
(effective against CN and CS).

McWhorter promises that further resesarch an
tear gox antidotes is proceeding despite some
pressuscs (rom usnamed sources. Further
developments, he sald, will he reported
prompily to the pablic.

“The spirit of the People is greater than the
Man's technology,”™
RIGHT ON. PEOFLE'S CHEMISTS.

lafo: Liberation News Service and Agitprop.

Appeal

BLACK PEOPLE'S LEGAL AID AND
DEFENCE FUND

On Sunday, 26th April. twenty brothers and
sisters were arrested on the Solidurity
lemonstration in support of ow Bladk brothers
and sistery in Trinkdad and Tobago

After the Comurt hearing on Monday, the
Black people who attended left the Court at
about 1.00 p.m., peacefully on their way home,
escorfed by a number of uniformed pigs. On
resching the ticket office at Oxford Circus tube
station, they were suddenly pounced upon by a
number of pigs in plain clothes, resulting in the
further arrest of one sister and twa brothers.

Brothers and Sisters, becuuse of what
hap]lj:lltd on the 26th and 27th of April and no
doubt what will continue to happen, we have
seen the neceseity to launch this Defence and
Aid fund

) The Brothers and Sisters who have fully
commified themselves 1o the struggle need
morl and financial support from all Black
People so we can lunction more effectively in
the ing confrontation with the law.

The welisre of brothers and sisters who are
held in prison must be looked after, e.g. rent,
food and clothing

Pleam contribute whal you can afford
financially or atherwise,

Your donations will be ased solely for this

purpose.
All donations to be sent to:
A. Williims,
3 Hornsey Rise Gardens,
London N.19,

Czech show trials

Dear Editor,

May we appeal through your colusing lo
sociulists avho have opposed the suppression of
democritisation in Czechoslovakia® For many
months we have been receiving reports of
afticipated political triale in Prague, The jailing
of the Caech journulist Oto Filip has confirmied
our fear that thess trisls are in preparation.

Lasi year Bertrand Russell repearedly wamed
the Left of show trials, and appesled for in e
national action Lo exposs them, We are
therefore asking the Left (o stnd resdy for the
opening of major trials, and 10 suppur! their
victiims by making known the true aatuse af
their “critnex™,

Y veurs frateenaily, Ken Coates, Chiri Farley,
The Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation Lid.,
3 & 4 Shavers Place. Haymurker, Loadon S.W,1,

Mexico Libre

Dear Commde,

The World Cup means wardd attention
focussed an Mexico, and this i the time to Jul
with a politica! sales punch. What about 2 “do-
ityourel™ sogn campaign? It wouldn't be

_much troublc to write “Mexico Libre™ on the
top of each letter vou post, would it? Or retum
all “reply-paid™ coupans yol ean lay your
hinds on with a note “Free political prisoners
in Mexico™ (costs them postage as well)? Ever
entered a “spot-the-hell” football competition”
What about drawing a ball and then sttaching it
by a cham Lo the pluyer's leg” Defacing ads is
ugainst the law, but wha's 1o catch vou witha
little spray-pak ? Surely you've got some helles
supeestions” Noticed that all these are quostions
questions? No incitemeni. Big sport is big
politics—ofTside meuns juil in Mexico.

raternally, C.W,

Pakistanis

The Pakistani Progressive Parly hud 2 meeting at
Tovnbos Hall last Sunday. We have all devided
the Race Relotions Officer Mr. Joe Hunto of
Tovnbes Hall iz 2n ewil For u2. He does not wanl
P iR aly Khat is happening here,
he s only nlerested in making false statements
to the press. It helps hom (o keep his reputation
with his bosses. He suys the language difficulty
is the cause of the problems, which is uttz
nonsense, All the Pakistanis speak the lunguape
prerty well, though not like harristers of
paliticians. In urder fo show thet it is imposaibla
tor him to sclve the problem, he blames the
peuple, one way or the other, We mast get od
of him 25 xoon as we possibly can

The idea uf forming vigilantes which our
people has mitiated has now been taken up by
the policemen. They have sturied sourching
evory Paxistani houso in the area. Oh chagas
like possesiing unaccorniable keys und
househedd cutling uilensls, cie., they take the
people to Court. On the way they change the
people for keeping something like a penkoife.

The murderer of Tisir Ali has been found
now, The Government scems 1o think the
situntion is eused off a hit. This i very much
mistaken. The simuation will not ease off unloss
the Guvernmeni do it by means of justice, nnt
by ineans of suppression or punishroen! as they
do now. We are cooperative by mouth-and
hearl, The vuthoriticg are cooperative only by
mauth, nat by heart. Tovnbee Hall or the
authoritics have doputed a number of ofGcers
around here 1o see how best they cun halp the

cople. My talks with ane of their olMoars show

itis only the repetition of what has actoally
given rise to the probilem. They do o muore
than helnre. So theie officers are only wasting
their time. The people do not want to Kiow
anything about them, Of course they are
successtul, but only in finding out who is doing
what, etc. In the end | beliove the nuthorities
are only setious ubout finding out who s wh,
in oeder to put a really hind pressure on the
people

It is wieloss to blame the English people for
this surt of meniality. Mentality takes a long
time to build up. For the Last teed hundre
veirs the English people were the tulers of the
warld. Still thov believe the same. Aller the
Second World War, thers has besn & groat
change in the minds of the penple, The English
peopé do not undersland that, and they do not
wanl 1o understand it eithec, Hare is the main
crux of gl the prablems in this cowniry. Agin
I don’c want o blame them Tor these soris of
things. Babylon will full, when Bubylon is to
fll, The British have got to go down when
there is time. [ believe it s the righl time for
them. That i& the tessun they seem Lo turn o
deal ear to reality. They presch the doctrine of
peace in the world whereas they do al know
what it ig. Thev are cryinp lo the wilderness,

Loy Knovw migy el




Ins m—d 1 hiberal

i ills xre attributed
to causes. Crude examples
abound the student movement is the
resalt of upbringing;

is due to inadeguate
models for identification, #tc.
such 8 mibeu ology students,

often drawn Lo the subject out of
disstisfaction with other ones, may
begin o see it as relevant to social issues.

Witcheraft/Frivolity /Pornography
Yet what do they actually study in
Britih universitic«” Academ F
pey is a subj to live
down a i m‘mm past.
In the early vears of this mmr;w
standard neurological views on ‘s

adema from “a modemn form of
-‘Jdmnm" through “frivelity” to
“pommography . Reich was committed to
== ssylum, where he died; ung became
asmmb-mystic. To increase its tige,
scadesmic psychology has ipeﬂ:r
methods of Lthe natural sciences, which,
= the societal function of the university
chuages, naturally receive an ever-
amount of money and prestige

Becduse of their economic potential.

~ This “seientistic” development in
peychology has been encouraged by
eapitalist society, particularly in the
Dnited States, for two further reasons.

It leads to sn emphasis on the prediction
and control of behaviour instead of on
the understanding of people and their
thought; the {ormer iz clearly more

val to a soctal system which treats
pecple as machines. Also, it leads to an
emphasis on fact-finding rather than on

theorising, limiting the
dwehpmmmt i Thus

Watson—the founder of behaviourism,
the most “'scientistic™ school of

rcho —was compared to Newton
Eﬂw!’ i Street Journal 1n a review of

textbook. Yet psychoanalysis, the
only school of psychology which has
consstently produced radical thinkers
Rewch, Fromsn Marcuse, Laing s still
hardly taught o Brtish univermitoes

~ Dialectics of Personal Liberation

Some changes are baginning to oecur in
the teaching of the subject, but with
such a past it is not surprising that os
many as 250 people came to a Left
Psvchology Conference at Keele in enrly
March, probably the firsi such
conference in Britain for many vears,
although it overlapped somewhat with
the Dialectics of Liberation Conference
of 1967. It was organised, as far as they
believed in arganisation, by a group of
anarchists, for all those dissatisfied with
establishment psychology. The
proceedings were rather chaotic and no
organised [actions developed. Yei there
sremed to be at least three distinet
positions represented. First there were
those who, using psychology, had
rejected societal ideas on normality and
were interested in techniques for
obtlaining personal liberation. The most
sensational of these were the adherents
of Reichian vegelotherapy, in which
members of a group—best arran ina
circle and naked to remove inhibition
caress each other with the aim of
removing physical tension and therehy
mental tension. For the second group a
large number of anarchists personal
liberation ides the basis for a
political ideology. An extreme example
of the style of thelr arguments is the
remark made in the course of an
interminable harangue at the final
seasion: “Only those who are personally
liberaled, about a quarter of those
present, know how to fight capitalism,
whera it is most needed—in the mental
hospitals and the prisons™!

Low:Level Argumenits

Finally there was an indeterminate, hut
not very e, number of Marxists of
varipus tendencies (excluding the SLL)
who necded to deal with much more
complex intellectual problems than
those facing the lg:-::-upul whose ideology
was hased directly on psychology, for we
had Lo attempl to discuss psychological
faclors in relation to socio-economic
factors. | heard only two relevant
problems discussed, First, there was an
interesting paper by David Ingleby on
the pernicious influence of the reified
view of man encouraged by modern
academic psychology. Second, some
discussion took place on the question of
whether or not the study of psychalogy
is basically reactionary—baoth in view of

the integrative function of industrial
psychology and of the tendency in
clinical psychology to identify cure with
the ability to work; vet very similar
arguments could be produced about the
stud}' of medicine, which one could
hardly call reactionary as a whole even if
icular practices are. In general, the

lerogeneity of perspectives, the large
unchaired sessions, the lack of time for
preparation and the novelty of the
conference made low-level arguments
virtually inevitable.

If one rejects Althusser's non-
dislectical view of Marx, then Marxist
thought should contain a theory on the

chology of man as one of its levels.

relatively simple psychological ideas
implicit in the later Marx, more expiicit
in the younger Marx, hsve proved
eminently satisfaclory for mediating
political theory. However, just as Marx's
economics have required elaboration, so
may his psychology. There seem to me
to be a number of quesiions where
modern psychology might be able to
contribute to Marxism. In a time when
the unmasking of social democ 18 the
mwﬁdingopmtﬂm. cun anything
silvaged from Marcuse’s analysis of false
consciousness? His relatively uncritical
acceptance of the ]nyl:hnlll t e
opposed to the metapsychology—o
]li:Et Freud means that he has no
psychological concepts mediating class

consciousness, but perhaps a synthesis of
Freudian with more ilive
psychological ideas as Piaget's might

be fruitful. Can 2 psychaological
perspective add anything to socio-

omic anilyses both of fascism and
“n?«"“’- P both potitinl and s cal,

fection, itical and non-polit

of capitalist values hy mjdd]edai-gd
youth? Or, less plausibly, can it add
anything to the polemic between Lenin
and Luxemburg on the organisation of
Bolshevik ies?

In addition to combatting distorted
ideologies based on inadequate
psychology, such as those produced by
Ardrey and Lorsnz, it seems possible
that Left Psychology could have a
meaninglul positive funclion by
contributing to Marxist theory. One
major reason why it has almost
completely failed to contribute until no
now is the positivist and isalated nature
of modern academic psychology. Thus
this conference in its chaotic may
indicate a more ising direction for
British psychology. ( For anyone
int in these developments, the
conference produced a legacy in the
form of a bulletin, which will probahly
reflect all three positions mentioned
above; for information write to Ruth
Davies, 197 Goldhurst Terrace, London,
N.W.6.)

Tim Shallice

This article haz been held over from
previous issies for space reasons,
Although the conference which it reports
Pm;?rned some lime ogo, we think it is
E7)

fTicien tiy interesting o our readers Lo
include it here,

Ag you read this srticle, two young |rishmen,
Patrick (" Sulievan snhd Conor Lynch, sre locioad
n g wnall osll (measunng 8 x 137 in an English

They are there as 2 result of what Paddy
O'Sullivan sn accurately describod a8 “‘s show-
péace of British justice” which took place
betwesn September B snd September 26, 1860,
and which resulted in them both being
sntenced 1o seven years in prison. Previous 1o
that so-called trisl, they had been held In
custody for well over four months, on the basis
of a hearing which was as much a sham as the
trial itsedf, The allaged crime—that they both
took part in a raid on an arms factory in
Dagenham, Etwsex, on May 7, 1969, The
evidence was 0 flimsy and so dependent on
suggestion and possbility (as | will show below]
that & conviction, not t= mention 3 sentenca of
seven years, was astounding. Even more
astounding was the commant of Jutdge
McKinnon that he had found the evidence
absolutely overwhaiming. To us it simply
showt to what extent the trial was, in fsct &
sham show pioce of justice.

Privon Conditions

For an Irishman to express the wish to be
reated like a0 ordinary English prisones seems
unbelipvahle, Yet this was what Paddy

O Sullivan said in his letter, printed in the
United Irighman, in February 1970. The same
letter showes quite clearly why he wanis this
chanpge. (il His coll is 8" x 15" in size. Ha, unlike
all other prisonars excaot Conor Lynch, is
confined to it for 10 hours a diy, and 23 hours
a day at weskonds, [iil He iz not allowed 1o son,
meet or write 1o his fellow republican, as ona s
classified as “Young Prisoner” and the other &
“Adult Prisoner” : regulations forbid them (o
coma into contact. [iii} He is categorised as a
“Spacial Watch™ prisoner and forced to wear
clown-lika prison clothes which make him
stand out among the prisoners. liv) Ho is
dllowed 1o write only two létters & wesk, End
his incoming mall and reading material is
strictly censored. From these facts we can
claarly see why our comrads wishes for a
normal prison classification,

The Reasom
We cin also clearly see why they are being
subjected to such hargh and inhuman trestment.
11 is becausa they are members of an
organisation, the Republican Movement, whose
aims are the overthrow of capitalisn throughout
the whola of our country and the shaking off of
the feters of Sritish imperialist domination,
niny probably mome powerful In the stanamic
sphora than over bofore since the foundation al
the state.

It is bacause of the threat which the
Rapublican Movement poses to British
Impeialism snd to Irish capitslism that sll
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oppos tunities are avalled of by the oporessing
class, ably repressmted by the Courts, the police
and the prison authorities, harshly to suppress
and punish all who take a progressive stand,
Thus it is unimportant on what flimsy grounds
& man |8 convicled. The evidence on which
Conor Lynch and Paddy O'Sullivan were
convicted quite clearly shows this up, and it s
with this in mind that it must be analysed.

Since the Republican Movemant is also the
class enemy of the political “gombeen™ men
who run this sountry in the interpsts of native
capitalists and British imperialism, it is easy to
saz why, up to very recently. no political voice
had biean raised in defonce of the two young
Irishmen. 11 is in the interests of our so-called
political representatives that sll movements
with & revolutionary aim be suppressed, Sino
the Republican Movement has recently emearged
a8 quite clesrly & revolutionery movemerit, b
movement with a broad base among the Irish
working class, it is thus imperative that it be
wporessad. by all possible means. Thus,
although it may go againet the spirit of their
bourgeois nationalism to let a fellow Irishman
languish so unnacassarily in & British prison,
thay were (and this epplies 1o sll partiesl
prepared to do 3o 1o serve thoir clas interests.
It wes only under pressuro from the Agpublicon
Movenen?t that one of Labour T.D.s quite
racently decided that he would tske 4 stand. It
seams strange that this men whao are obviousty
more “au falt™ with the facts of the case should
b prepared to turn a blind eye to such marked
injustica as exists here. However, a8 shown
aboree, their cless interests have obwiously been
their quideling.

Now lot us analyse on what evddence these
twa Irishmen were condemned 10 seven yeirs'
imprisanment undes aich harsh conditions, 'We
must first recognise that it is difficult 1o
analyss what influenced 8 judgs and [ury, spart
from the lilds of their class position, in making a
docison such as this, We can anly deal with the
paints of which mait use wees made by the
prosecution.

The chief points on which the “trial'" was
based were as follows:

1. That on May 3rd, O'Sullivan and Lynch
entered England with four other men, all giving
falee names.

2. That O'Sullivan was a confossed mambier af
the IAA, the military amm of the Republican
Movernent; and Lynch was a confossnd membis
of Sinn Feln, the movement's political wing

3, That on the night aof the rald O 'Sullivan, on
being arrested in Barking, Essx, retused o give
an account of his movemantis

4, That tho man who raided the fasctory spoke
with Irish accents,

5. That the police dog had tound a plstol with
a lanyard hookad around it, with a picture of

the Virgin Mary and a pierced hoort.

6. That is of no concemn 1o the court as 1o
whethar the I1RA were correct or nolt, o
whether the |RA wes sn snemy of Dritain,

Now lot irs dasl with these paints and show how
utterly inadeguate they ware for the type of
cowiction and the sanitence given.

1. Asmembers of the Republican Movamaent,
Lynch and O Sullivan hava (like most other
mermbers) sufferad in the past from persscution
by Ireland’s political police—the Special Branch,
11w this body, working & wsual in closo
co-operation with Scotland ¥ ard’s Special
Branch that was responsible for having the men
questionad on their arrival a1 Fighguard,
Conscious of this persecution, and of the fact
that their mission—an educational course for
Irish emigrants ot & camp v Esex—rmight be
inwerfered with if they gave their trua namas,
the two men geve false namas, and declared a
falsp mision,

2. OSullivan’s confessicn to being 2 member of
the |RA was played on to its full extent by the
proscution. |t was obvious that if they could
find no positive evidence on which 1o make &
eriminal conviction then they would convines
the jury that being a Republican, especially a
mamber of the IRA, was anough 10 make oha
guilty of any crima, and diangorous erough 1o
be locked away for a long time,

3. D'Sullivan, as 2 membar of tho IRA, was.
only acting in line with usual procadure, as he
himself clearly stated, when he mefused to stats
ks whernsbouls on the night in question. Surely
not @ point on which a man can be convicted.

4. The Irish accents of the man who carried out
the rald provides us with one of the most
guestionabile pleces of evidence, Flrat of all we
heve as witness to this, 8 man who was sevenely
injured in the raid, Despitw this ho was forced
by the police to come with them 1o help in
their enquinies after having been ordered by
doctors 1o go directly to bed. From his own
words in Court, the night watchmoan wis
obvicusly put under some strain in order to
make his statement. This strain could have been
produced by the police. [n any cate you don't
hive to ba Irish or pven Conor Lynch and Paddy
O'Sulfivan 1o have an Irish accent,

6. With regard to the pistol, it was made quite
obvious to the jury that no ono but an Irish

worker would be aquipped with such a thing. In
casis ke this ons can nevsr sliminate the

possibility of planting by tho police,

6. This trial has certain similerities with that of
Bornadetto Dedin, Tha sctions amn seen in
isolation from the circumstances which
precipitate them,

Fagm our frigh Corresnondoent




LABOUR PARTY
DEBATE CONTINUED

Pat Jordan replies to

Robin Blackburn

Robin Bleckborn's article on the Labour Party

in Ked Mole No. 3 was very welcome.

e Tl Jp disrusaon on 8 vital QuEson {or

revo'utionaries in 8 refreshing and concrete

vl Too often this metter 8 discussrd in lorms

eliabes and abilracl swhema. As indicaled in

my letleor in Uhe lasd inmye of Red Wole, | wish
atribute to this discusston not just 88 an

ndividual but to express Lhe polnl of view of

L | Marx el Group, OF course, |

F

inlernalional
agree with much of what Robin Blackburm has
to =y about the role of the Labour G
and his dtrictures on the attitudes of variou
kfts. However, to save space [ will concentrate

pon those aspects where we differ. For the
sk of clarity [ will do this in the form of &
series of fundamental sssumpiiont which under
PN MY VEws

rvernment

The Labour Party is neither a purely
bourgecis party nor a purely workers pariy bul
has dual aspects—having bourgrol policies,
eadership and socil funclion, bul reding apon
ot e IJTI.!H!.‘-.‘HH'I-IH-

Robin Blackburn guoted the excellent speech
made by Lenin st the Second Congress of the
Third International. However, later on in the
speech Lenin explained his view Lhal Lhe
Labeur Parly is “a very peculiar parly, or more
enrrecily, it ik nol a party in Lhe ordinary ssnse
of the word™ becanse “1t is made up of all the
trade unions.”™ [ potnt thiz ol not To prove
anything {guotations like this never do) bul (o
show that Lenin had & much more sounded-oul
view of the Labour F‘.lrl_'. Lomrades wishing lo
read the mosd important of his wrilingz on the
fritish Labour movement should get hold of
Lerin and the British Lebour Mooement
(svailable from Hed Books, 182 Pentonvill
Road, London N.1, 25 = 196 p.p.)

Instrument of the Ruling Class
Une can sgree with Robin Blackbum that the
Labour Party has been the main Instrument for
implanting bourgeols political concepls in Lhe
ofgamnised a‘nri-:l.r;a class maovement. As
demonstrated in Ralph Millband's Parliamenbary
socaitam, the ldrology of Labonr's leaders
from the very inceplion of the Lebour Party
hii boon dominated by fetishien about
parlismentsry demoeracy and by an over-
whelming desire Lo “serve the nations! inbepest
(e ean go further than Robin Blackburn
Labour’s leaders have abwavs tried to confiae
Lhe aspimations of the working class to
parliamentary means, They hive oppuosod
industrial action and other extra-parllamentary
sruggle even for the most modest of reforma
In and oul of Government thelr commitment
Lo the “nation's best intercats™ has led them Lo
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kiways oppose any reforms they Lhought the

nalion could not afford™. The 1945 Labour
Government, which slore of Labour regirmes
carmed oul many reforms, did very Little more
than & ]'--r_\ administrat aon would have been
foreed Lo da, In political and ideological Lerms
Labour’s lenders have been falrly “honest ™
zbout thix they always argue that it s Tory
sSupidity that prevents the Conservalives from

arryving out Labour's programme.

Laburur Governments have alwars poraed

& (utelgn and colonial policy grared to the
nigrests of British Imperialism. Lebour's

granting™ of polilical independencn Lo India,
Fakistan, elc., wos determined mom by the
relationship of forees than by sncialisl [or even
humanitarian | principles. Where they could,
Labour's lenders in the same period used force
[ 151 h'l"l.!IJ-"} Suppress nalional Hberation
morvemenin: Maolava and elsewhen

Thus there i= nothing fundsmeatally new

aboul the policies of Lhe presenl Labous
Governmeat. The only Lhing which s really
different i the greally weakened state of
British caplialism —whick makes It imposdble
for L jand a Labour Governmenl ) Lo concede
any lundamental reforma.

Labour & the Working Class
e bourgeais aspect of the nature of the
Biritish Labour Parly ks dotormined by both its

sovial function and the policies of its leadership,

A Labour Qovernment i just a5 much an
insbrument of the ruling clas as any Tory
Grovernment. Having sald all this it 1s wrong lo
compare the Labour Party with, sy, the
Demecceatic Party of Lhe United States The
laiter party is & purcly bourgeols party in all its
essential aspects: ideologically, stricturally and
In socisl function, The Labour Parly has, in
terms of ideology, o thoroughly bourpeais
iender=hip. but, In terms of progmmme, &
formal commitment Lo socialism which ks laken
sriously by a large part of its actlve member
ship l:-r-r.ini»-umnﬂl Y. in one snso L s victually
identieal with the organisd working cles
because of the complex mysdom of affillations of
Irade unioas st sarlimis levels. Rabin Blackbarn
s quite wnang o say that this bolls down to a
bourgiils cash nexus

I'he firg unconsemnus sl Lhal most workers
make 2 workess 5 o join o trede unlon. For o
vast majority of orpanised workers Lhis also
meatis jolning the Labour Party r'\.lhm}ﬂ‘l the
links belwean the trade unlons and the Labour
Party have become eroded and are nol. ol Lhis
Fiuge, a vilsl hiving process, they cerlamly still
exigl in a form which direclly involves
Hwusands of the most polilivally actlve
wiirkers

Multi-Million Stranded Relatiunship
On any nlght of tbe week thern will be, in
Hritain, hundreds of small meetings of the basle
units of the working class movement—teads
unlon branches, Labour Pariy words, co-op
Proups, etc. In most of |hese meetings *'politis™
will take the form of Lhe e present
defining thedr attitude ;|r:5!;;ﬂtmnuhlp o Ehe
Labour Purly, When the people whe atlend
these mestlngs, i.o, those who make up the bulk
of the actlve mombers of workers' orennisstions
o this couniry, discuss local, notional and
internstional affairs, they do il laxgely o the
form of making demands of or suggestions to
the Labour Parts
AL ceriaiu periods this process has benn

rxiremely reh s political debate. Juil now it is
ot nn extremely low leve] but the whole
mechanlsn eroates & mult-million seanded
rdationship belween Lhe orpanised working
tlass and the Labour Party, 1t 18 the easontial
reason why millions of warkers think of politics
in terms of the Labour Party. ‘The policies of
the Wilson Labour (zevernment, especlaily it
sttacks on the trade unions, have pluced a
tremendous strain upon (s relationship and
have lod Lhoukands of miliants to Inbve Lhe
Labinir Parly (o1 cesse to be actlive), However,
there has been no significan! severing of these
finks. True, there have boen o fow locel and one
natioval disafTillation {the Pottery Workers
Unlon, which later reversed the decision ) bal
from a long-lerm point of view Lhe Lendeney
his boen for the identifieation of 1he onganised
working class with the Labour Party Lo Frow.
During the 808 the number of trade unionists
affiliated 1o Lthe Labour Perty has tended Lo
grow-—znme small uoidba (the POEL, for
instidnee) becatne vew alMinles, Politically the

ip of Labour upon the workiog cluss has

come & viftual monopoly sinee the end of the
Second World War: he ILP, Commonwaalih,
ele. losing their parlismentany ropresantation
Thare & o long-term Lrend for the Libernls to be
squeezed out by Labour, There bas been &
notoble decllne of sapport for the Comimunist
Party in those armas 1.!1?3:& it contendod wilh
the Labour Party for che lnyalty of the working
clam.*  The only significant stuft in this patiern
in recenl vears has been Lhe eleclion successes
of the Scottish Natlunalists, Flowever, this

* 5o far uz [ know this phenomenon hs not
been studied in depch. A good Indication af the
trend s Lhe suceossive decling of Comeron sl
Parly General Eleclion voles in File, Stopney

- and Nhindda, In cach of thee areas Uhe P vile

is now down 1o that of an sversge consliluwney:
nm of twio Lhowand. Yel in 1945 il won Lwo
scmls and noarly woil a Uhivd in Chess arens

oS 1o be ephemernsl slthough we
should be cautious sbout this. There are d(-rg
seated and long-term structumsl reasons for the
development of apuratist movements (which
will be intensifled upon lritain joining the
Common Market ).

Historieslly, Labowr has been able to survive
the debachs of MecDooald and the 1845
Labour Government without gay meally
sgnificant decline o 15 voles (when Labour
was voled cut of power in 1951, i obtsined
the highest vote in ils hislory). o fact, from a
langterm point of view the votlng pallem has
been developing to cornsolidate Labour's grip
upon the organsed working class.

While ever 1™k relationship belween the
ompanised working clsss and the Lubour Porty
survives and while there is no polimesl
allernalive There is always the possibility of the
presently eroded finks belng revitalised
{eapecially i Labour s in oppositicn with a
Tory (riverament carrving out an ol fenshe
agninst {he working class)

The Labour "“Left” and Clause Four
The formal commibtmeni. Lo socialivn and the
norrgal existeoce of o reformist left-wing n the
Lubbur Party plays o key rolé ln malntalning
the grip of the party upon the organised
worklng clas. The reformist Labour keft sccapts
by-and-targe Lhe essentind wdeology of the
leadership, bul not having the burden of nffce
or lendsrship con posture 35 being defender of
the socinlist consclence of the pasty. The
reformist labour left has alwavs scted s
counter-pressune Lo Lhe Tormalion af an
alternative 1o the Lobouar Perty or even the
formalion of & revolulionary current withlo it
Poinling lo Clouss Ferur, thess "leftz"" have
alway= argued Lhal i{ |s necessary to remaln in
ihe Labour Party ut all costs and thsl the
democratic (in theory ) structure of the parly
makes victory within 18 possible. The mlormist
left alwave angues sgalnsl Lhose who want Lo
fight the lesders’ polickes thal it is oecessary Lo
da this ln a chroumspec! manner becouse of the
danger of expulsion und becauge the workers
do not understand revalutionary polloies Al
eriticy] times the reformlsl lof'ts siop iolo the
breach to prevant Lhe mass of the netive Labour
Party workon from bodoming completely
disilluxioned with the Labour Party. Herold
olayed this role when the avertly right-wing
:h‘l]u.‘h.ﬂ. of Galtskell | hreatoned o chuse a npl_m
it Labours mnks. Howewer, all this is ouly
possble beosuse of Laboor’s pomibogl adbarenin
o socinlism through Clause Four. Thi= s nol to
sy that the mass of the lell wing of the Lubour
Party &t any glven lime are "like lefts"”.
Elnmanis who place Lbemeelves ot the besed nf
the lefl currents undoubcedly sa, bl Lhe
majority represent sincere workers who nre
seeling to gnd an expreagion for their politicsl
aspirations,
To summiartse: in il essential and most

lmguﬂlnl nspects —soclal function, polieies, ale,

the Labour Party I8 bourgeols, bul structumily
it rests upon the organised workiog class. This
fact, togelher wilh the Labour Party’s
repulabion as the party of reform and |ie
nomingl adherence to a form oF sorialism
{together with the role of the reformist lelis),
miges the grip of the T.-um upon the orguised
working elass exlromely lenacious.
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2. The Labour Party is the principal political
obatackt |o the development of revolullonury
organisation and consciousness o Lhe organised
working cloe: the pim of Marxlas, therelor,
missl e Lo remove this obstack

Bourgeols ideology etvelops workors from thatr
verv Drst moments of conscinusness, The
farnily. che educallon syslam, |he church, the
mass medis sl combino o gal workers (o aecepl
the values of capilalist soviety, The sverage
worker Lhinks that it & "ontural” for there Lo
be owners of industry and wage labourers
However, his or ber gtuation bn produclion
dnlt}r gEnErate anolher consviousneas; that of
hlm or her being a worker who bas interesls o a
wewiier which are seporate from and antagonistlc
Lo |hose of olher sections of soclely. This lovel
of ronscioisness is expredied by Uw eroation of
trade unions, co-op orgsnisilions, ete. [o
Beltain It has gooo o stage Turther through the
ervalion of Lhe Labour Party. Ib sotbe counliries
the United Stites, for instunce—tihis stapg hoy
not been achieved as yot, In Lhose countries che
credllon ul lehrllu Parly bused upon 8 break
wilh overl eapitilist parties would riprosenl a
big step forward. The ereatlon, 8lodd years
ngo, of the British Labour Parly was an
important step forward because it broke the
grip of bwn ovarlly capitalist pacties on the
rninds of the working clas
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