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Productivity, the Tories and the trade-unions

In terms of the relationship of forces, the
defeat of the power workers was a
totally unnecessary setback for the”
working class. The strike and victory of
the council workers had already shown
that it was perfectly possible to defeat
the Tory government. The couneil ;
workers were also in a far weaker posilion
than the power workers, whose stronger
bargaining position was shown by the
fact that after only three days of the
work-to-rule, 31% of power had to be
cut off, The only reason for the defeat
of the power workers was the decision
of the ETU leadership to fall off the
work-to-rule.

Revolutionaries hardly needed to be
shown the nature of the ETU bureau-
cracy, but what is more interesting is the
way in which the Tory government
tacklied the power workers dispule. A
pareful study provides us with pointers
to the future, This is particularly the cage
with the announcement by the Tories of
& new attitude towards productivity deals

Productivity Deals & The Union Bueni-
CTACY

The productlvity deal was a gift from heaven
for the union leader. It enabled him Lo getl &
wige Increase for his members without & real
struggle with the employer. The pay increases
enabled him to maintsin his position Insdde the
union by appearing to “'deliver the goods™, and
the fact thal he did nof lead big strikes allowed
him {0 maintain his cosy position inside the
TUE club and the “eorcldors of power” .

This attractive stale of affsirs was however
entirely dependent on employers “playing the
game"” and granting wage rises in pelumn for the
abapdoning of work prectices and conditiona
When the employess refused to play ball, all
hell broke loose. For example in the ETL it was
all Les Cannon could do |asi year Lo prevent
the power men breaking the sgreemant wilh
the CEGE when they found that the gas and
wiker workers, who had not been involved in

a4 inlenslve productivity bargaining &= the
power workers hod, were golng to get higher
increases than the power men.

The Tory government has now decided that
it can no longer afford to “play the game®,
When they declare that despite the Increase in
productivity In the power industry, the workers
cannot have large wape increases, “hecaues
other sectors of workers have ool shown tha
same prodactivity gains”, thew show threa
things. Firstly they confirm yet again that the
state of the Hritish economy 8 now such that
it allows the ruling class only o tiny amount of
room for manoewre. Secondly of course il
shows that the Torkes &re up to their old game
of brying ko turn one group of workers against
another. Thoy are trying to convince the power
men that Lhe resan they cannot get & rise s
not becouse the povernmaent is unwilling, bat
because obher groups of workers are being lagy
or uncooperstive, The third thing that it shows
I5 that the Tories are being forced to knock the
bottem out of the whole productivity gnme,
Prewioualy the employers sabd, "I o sell
pnouph working practices and condltlons youo
can have a lorge woge increase.” What the
Torles are now being forced to sy is, “Even if
you sell all the work eonditlons we can think
of, you still can"t have a big woge increase.”

The implications of this will deal & death
Blow Lo the strategy of the T, 1. leaders. From
now on if they wanl Lo malntain thelr standing
in the union they will achially have to Dighl the
employer, This isof course unthinkable £o o man
like Chapple and will no doubt alse give Jack
Jones & Co, more than a few sleepleas nights.

The trade union leaders are only too well
aware of the implications of the Tories” new
position, The present complaints of Chepple
are those of 0 man who has faithfully served a
master for 16 years and now that master has
turned round and stabbed him in the back,

What this now policy means is alss well
understood by Labour politicians. When Labour
front-benchers now sy that in the fubire Lha
Tories will leok back on the days of union
leaders fike Jones and Scanlon with noatalge,
they are [or onee correct. Mo matter whatever
el the Tories achieve by thelr new polleles,
they will certainly place the political Hfe of the

union leaders im jeopardy. Thus when Wilkon
says that the new steategy of the Torles will
prayide a ““Trots’ charter™, be is ooly hall
syving this in order to whip up & red scare: ha ia
in fact genuinedy worrled that things may turn
out in excacthe that way.

The Struggle Inside The Unions

What all this adds up to is that the internal
strupgle in the unbons will be greatly incressed.
It means that the traditional demands [or
election of all union officials, for the right of
recall of all officils at any time, for officials to
receive the average pay of all members, ete., will
beeome more and more rebevant.

Al the momaent only the first signs are
appearing of the coming struggles inside the
unbsng The attempt to foree through n higher
wape increase for the miners by an unofficial
sitike met with considernble sucoess, but it
wasn 't sirong enought to shift a right-wing
buresueraey as well entrenched as that of the
WUTHL In the ETT tha attampt Lo defeat the
executive in the union elections was o welcome
sipn of the revival of the beft inside the wnion,
but it revenled aken that Lhete k= a long way to
go before the right-wing leaders can be remoyed.
Mevertheless, there was in these two unions
sipnificant resistsnce o the leadesshlp—a sign
that the militanis are becoming more conscious
of the problems that face them and also that
their voice is finding 2 wider, even If not &t the
momenl decisive, addience, Whal is huppening
is that the most active members of the trede
union movement are becoming more aware of
the rale of thelr unbon leaderships, But Chat
Ehey have nolas yob been able to convinee the
mutss of the rank and file of the need to fight
these eaders,

Dec, 8th & Jan. 12th

The campalgn for Decembar Bth showed a very
simikar patlarn of uneven development of ideas.
The tremendons sucenss, in terms of numbers
atianding, of lbe Lisison Committee mesting
on Movember 14th, plas the fact that a strike
was culled forin many more factories on
December Bth than lest May 1st, reveal that an
almost gualicacdwe change ls taking place n

ihe ronsciousness of active and politisally

awre frade unwonists On the ather hand the
December 3th stilke itsoll, while it was
cabalderably larger than the May 1st one, did
nal reflect & gualitstive change in the Ideas of
the mass of workers, Much elementary propa-
panda and explaoetion obviously remains to ba
daome,

But bevause the Tory offensive agains the
unions will pot ot all simply ke confined to the
unti-trade undon bill, and becauss the direction
the Totles are now toking will greatly heighten
the tension inside the unions, we must aot
confine our propaganda to slmply allacking the
Tory BlL We have Lo show the nature of the
leaderships of the unions—failore to do 8o can
only lead to more difeats such a8 that of the
power workors,

This situation makes it even more vital that
Lhe energy and enthusiasm of the militancs
which was generated In the campaign for
Decemmber Bth mus nol be allowed to ron g
widly in purely individun] propagenda or in
Tutile activities such as lobbies. It sonly by
orgunising into rank and file commiitess of
nction, that such ebementary but mammoth
tasks as explalning to the great mass of workees
the Implications of the Tory Bill can be' carvied
aut with any bopa of suecess,

What all this means is that we need to see
January 12th not a5 & singls protest, as the
TUC would wish, but &3 part of & long-lerm
campalgn. Demands on the TUL, for example,
to call a general sirike, are necessary in order to
cobwinee trade unionists that the TUC doea naot
intgnd to fight the Bill. But such demands arp
simply emply propaganda unless the working
class ks abso organising independently to fight
tha Bill. It is in strugple and nod throogh reading
bewspapers Lhat'the mass of the working elass
lenrns about who really intends to fight the
Torles and whe does not. The main task there-
fore still remains the setting up of trade union
rink and fike committess which can make

propeganda about the Bill and the role of the
TULC, but which can alse prepare to fight the
Bill and its implementation when it becomes
abious that the TUC doees not intend to do s,

Stalinism on trial in Leningrad

ONE DAY THE SOVIET WORK ING CLASS WILL BRING ALL THYSE BEREALUCK ATSE TOTRIAL FOR CRIMESR AGAINST THE FEOPLE

The death sentences meted out to Dymshits and
Kumetsoy, together with monstrons prison sen-
fences on other Jews to be served in forced
lnbour eamps thel supposedly disappeared along
with Stalin himself, show up before all the world
the repressive onfure of the ciminal bureaucracy
ruling in the Soviet Union.

The trials were held in total searecy. No
foreign observers were admitted, The “defend-
mints™ are to face the firing sguad for the “crime”
of wishing to leave one country for ansther,
Even if the charges of hiacking a Soviet air-
craft were troe, which is mre than doewbiful,
they serve only to indicate the desperation o
which Stalinism reduces its subjects, Il is above
all the retention of buresncratic power by naked

ice violenee that is on trial in Leningrad

efore the mtemational warking class. What
makes this farce doubly unfertunate is that it
enables the assassin Franco bo pet oway with
murder and allows the bourpeaizie snoe more
togay: “Well, things may be had n Spain, but
they re worse in Leningrod ond Gedansk "

Increasing Cipposition in the USSR

The new trials vividly Dlostrate the insoluble
erisis of the regpime, faced by growing internal
oppostion, Hounted by the strikes and street
demomstmtioms Chat shook Poland in December
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and dealt vet another blow to the Stalinist
monolith, the buresucracy diverts the sccomu-
lating resentment and popular discontent by
staging anti-semitic show irials. Just as in
Warsaw in 1968, increasing rebellion is to be
safely channelled Into a campaign agninst the
Jewish minority, under the pretext of “anti-
Zioadamm .

The Kremiin's Apologists

The Communist Party leaderships in the West,
juest as when feced with the Polish fidngs, hasten
tor preserve Lheir liberal reputalions and cement
their allinnce with social-demicracy, Rapid
denuncintions of the verdicts as “excesses" and
expressions of “grave concern . are mixed with
approval of firm messures for the defence of
the “socdalist states” and admissions of the guil
of the accused. “While dissocinting oursslves
from the unti-Seviet campaign . . . and in oo
way condoning crimes of the type of which the
defendants were accused , we belleve the court
procesdings shonkd have been public” {CPGR
statement, Morsieg Sier |, December 2R},
Torn between the British/French/Ttalinon
Farliamentory “Bosds to Sodalism®, and their
loyaliy to Moscow, they wrigsle, uncomforiably
embarraszed by the “errors’ of thelr Eagtern
coimirades which sharter thelr demoeratic pre-

tenalong,

Fodder for the Zionisis
More than anything, the triak provide longed-
for ammunition for the Ziomist propagandisis.
Anxious b secure e maximem emigmation of
Jews froan the LISSH us from elsewhere, in order
to populate new sitlemenisin the sceupied
Arab territories, the lsaeli government is
mounting 3 masive and wnprecedented prope-
fmda camnpaign highlighting the pessecution of
ews by the Soviel bureaucracy. Mass demon-
strations, called by Zionist crpanisations in
many binds, demand the “return”™ of Russian
Jews to the Zionist ' homeland™, in 3 wave of
bysterical, snfi-commumist emation. The
oppression of national rdaorties in tie Sowel
Union becomes a handy preteat for the rein-
forcement of lwaeli conguests in the Middle
East. These mobilisafions, supposedly in solida-
rity with Russian Jewry, equate the USSR with
Mazi Germany {“Hitler-Kosymin™- “USSRE, £.5.")
atd Invariahly inoorpornte bsmeli notiounlisna.
Patriotic Hebrew sothems and appeals to *Lat
My People Go®"” take the place of support for
L ‘civil rights moverent strnggling against
bureaucratic dictatorship in the Seviet Union,

Struggle for Egual Rights

Revolutionory socinlists connot snd will not
remain silent whilst Stalinism victinises foo-
cent Jews, and Zionist nationablsm bemnefits
from the crime. To the Stalinists, we repeat—
dee mre, You drog the nnme of socialism in
the putter, invoking memories of the Moscow
rinds and the viciouws “Boctors’ Plot™ witel-
bunt. Todsy, however, 8 growing revolutionary
mrvement clallenges your siranglebold on the
working class and exposes your shimeful reso
b antissemitism, Yoo, above all, strengthen
Jewish nationalism in the West, in Israel and
inside the USSR, fifty vears afler the October
RBevolution, To the Zionists, we sy—your
selective “humanitarinnism ™ recopnises only
the freedom of movement of Soviet Jews and
nok that of the disposessed Palestindan Arabs.
Unlike you, we will continue to cxmbat all
rocisim and nationsl oppression, all forims of
discrimination dividing the working clas,
r}h:tllwf i Spadn or South Almc, Rosia or
el

Sralinistn, o commnim, ivan el in
Leningrad!

Sk Stalinier antbsemiting in Russia,
Polaid gad Crechosiorakio!

Long live proletarian internationalism!



A False [hlemma

Some comrudes have grappled with the epparend
probiem of whether to work “inakde™ or “oul-
wde ™ the university. Student socialists feel the
pressure of fno apparantly contradiciony neces-
sty

i. The need to direct 2l our epetgies in the
et eificient way (o strengthen the labour
VTRl

2. The obvious need and value of doing pokitical
work among the mas of students,

Omn the surface the sharp rse of working
class strugples against the government would
soem to make this dilemma all the more acule;
but if we clarily our bdeas on the Tole of the
university for the capitalists, then we cn begin
to ser whal oier mole should be in relation 1o the
WOrkers

Universities in the Class Struggle: The
Class Struggie in the Universities

All of os agree that the university s ool solxied
from the wider society, but is becoming v
more desply intepratad into the structure of
sdvanced cupitahen. Moreover, the role ol the
university within the scio-economic syslem of
capitalism is becoming ever more central the
produstion of knowledge and the dissemination
of idenlogy becomes increasingly bound up with
the day Lo day siability of the system.

We shoubd therefare expeet {otherwise the
shove theories are wrong) that important
developments in the wider society will be reflec
ted in the universisies and vice versa. 5o how
does the boorpeoisie"s offensive agxinst the
working class reflect itself in the pndversity? The
offensive has the following main aspects:

{2} mew techniguesin “mdustrio] relations™
(A4 Fafr Deal or Work, etol)
(b)  mew ectiomie messures, ¢.8. Incomes
Policy, Exces Capacity {increased unerrploy-
ment}, productivity desls.ete
el cuatsin the socaal sefvioss
(dy  mew methods of manipulating the legal
IVELETE
{e] mew ideclogical hutificalions for the #ys-
tem of fepremion and exploitaiion
This list is not anly the ingredients of the present
pttack an the working class; it also outlines the
conitent of much of the "scientific” work that
poes an i British universities: the function of
the academic sconomic “technicins” is 1o tell
the bunrgeoise the differsnt options they have
in ecoearniic strategy and suggest new friduatrial
relations techniguas; the social admin., politics,
sociobopy, lnw, busisess studies deporiments, all
f them have the function of supplying the
knowlsdps, technigues and jostificathons for
such policies as the povernment, the mass i
and the employers are now pursuag sgeinst the
wirking class,

I the workoers were led by o conacious. probe-
tarinn pasty in the present struggle, sucha .
party would be prosacuting & merciless struggle
ideclogically, against these Inckeys of capital in
ihe universities. Mo such party exists, bt there
is o force mght in the belly of these nslilelions
which we cun iy 10 neobilise for this important
fight: the studenis.

The objecfive basis for mobilising studenis
fior this fight is the mmple fact that all this idec-
[gical shit is being pushed down their throats
under the title of “sciencée™. This 1= what the
students in thesy departmenis are cabled upon
1o gelebrate and regurgitate, with suitable sanc-
tiowis against those who refuse (o do 5o and
eriticing eareer und stutus incentives Tor those
who play along,

The practical sirugele of the workess apainst
thve ruling elass’s industrial relations will tend 1o
influence the most aware students in the univer-
sitics 1o struggle apinst the ideological eontent
af their courses. Similarly, deselopment ob s
serions thecretizal oad policical confestation of
the existing functsons of the university depart-
menis in these Tielde will be areal blow egainst
ihe bourgsnisle’s anti-working class offensive.
In this way we can see how the npparént dilem-
imia of working class support versus stedant
politics can dissolya: the clnsy sirgele crifers
e eemiveraiftes and the umiversiy enlers the
olmex shrugple: the two ane, as they say, dialects-
cally linked.

Action

On the basis of this analbysms we can map ot
concrele foons of agtion 1o relate stwbant
socialists 1o the workears” drogele against (he
pOvEIment measures:

1. Findout whether any of the lectures in the
relevant departments hawe besn doing wark
directly related to the govsrnment fmeddures.
Any whn kave should be viciously arttacked.
2. Exungine the content of student goursesan
the relevant felds and exposs their idenlogical
content,

of the Wisnamease ravalldiongsies,

SPARTACUS LEAGUE MILITANTS IN ACTION: in this case demonstrating their solidarity with the hevoie struggle

= =

3. Work to expose the whale function of sach

depirimenis as Management Studics and Todus-

trial Relations; we should put forward the
congept of abaolishing them and replacing them

with departments (o do research inte capitalizm

and the INgtTutions il creates 1o meintain its
PHWET.

4. We should gt sympathetic studeanls io do
resciurch that can be of direct assislance o Lhe
local workers” mavement.

3. All this notivity should be liaked with day (o
day propagands. agitstion and action relating to

the unfolding class strugglé; it should be linked
with sirenuas atiempls o the part il Lhe wan-
guard within the universty 1o oake linkswiih
the local working class militanis and 10 draw

studen s mio sctivity in support of the workers

struggle locally; finally il should be linked o
the overall practical and theoretical eriticiam ol

the bousgeods university,

The spesific forms of action thal can be
taken Focally will depend on the mature of the
tie-uipd That can be mads between the university
and the ruling class on this isee, on the links
that'can ke made with he local workers” move-
rnenlandl om-the relationship of forces generally
inside the university. In one place 1t may be
possible o win students’ union support Fos
occupying the Industrial Relations degariment,
hubiding @ teoch-in on the clags stnipsle. getring
lozal workers to axpiain industnal relations as
they caperience them an e fctoriss: Tn
other places it may anly he possible 1o make
general propagands oo this ssue. What is impior
tant howewver is that we operale within the kind
of strategic framework owllined

The oerganizational form for this work shold
be comnmittees in solidarity with the trade
unions. It wauld be o mistake to organise the
wiork simpdy in commiltees within the variouws
departeents which could easily furn into organs
fiar purely contemplative theozetical criticism;
while.al the same time relving salely on the
gocialist society crganisation oy not attrect the
widesl measure of support and won't have the
sime gharp cutling edge a2 Teade Union Solida-
rity Aclion Commitiees,

{ Chrigradiy topued @ g Sparieons Ledeue loafler
Sor Dhecemder Siie )

“If you're not part of the solution,
you're part of the PROBLEM!” - Cleaver

Come to the
SPARTACUS LEAGUE

(REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH ORGANISATION)

National Conference
LONDON - FEB. 21-22

PLEMARY SESSIONS AND WORKSHOPS ON: The Black Struggle; Anti-
Imperialist Solidarity $South Africa, Indo-China, Ireland, Middle East); Women's
Liberation; ¥oung Workers;: Students; Schools Struggles; and Youth Culture.

REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN: WRITE-SPARTACUS LEAGUE, 182 PENTON-
VILLE ROAD, LONDON N.1.
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BLACK DEFENCE COMMITTEE

After consulting Black organisations, the Black
Defence Commitise has formed o Black Defence
and Al Fund 10 mise funds to assst black

ople and organisations faced with mounting

garhﬂls and fines as police harasament. The
Defence and Aid Fund will announce its fund
campaign later this month to raise hundreds of
pounds from white sympathisers, trade wnion
and political groups who wish to solidarise with
the black struggle in this country. Black Defence
Committees have been formed outside London,

ompied by the recent speaking tour by the
E:mdun Black Punthers. In Nottinghsm a
Defence and Aid Fund i& forming to protect
those who fear they will face charges as reprisals
for giving evidence against police in last month's
drug planting cose,

The Black Defence Committes is accumulat-
ing 4 wealth of information on cases of individu-
al and group harassment and s syndicating this
to the press and ndividuals so that the full ex-
tent of police activity can become fully known
Information packages documenting thesw caves
are available.

Becent instances of intimidation includs the
invasion of a bonfire party in Powis Square,
Notuing Hill, by 200 police when eight people
were arrested and the evening wrecked. Riece
Today, 1 “neutral” publication of the Jnsriture
of Race Reletions, has yecently discussed the
question of police activity in Notting Hill. In
the December issue i a history of police at-
tempts to close down the Mangrove restausant,
the owner of which, mildmannered Frank
Crichlow, was sentenced to four months’

e
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BELFAST: Alan Morris, ofo Rod Mola.
BIRMINGHAM: Val Graham, 72 Camnbridgs
Rosd, Kings Heath, Birmingham 14,
BRISTOL: Dave Prior, 7 Ravenswood Road,
Aedland, Bristal 6,
CARDIFF: Susan Lukes, 93 Liandaff Road,
Canton, Cardiff,
COLCHESTER: Ken Browne, Flat 7, Room 10,
Bartrand Russell Towsr, University of Esmpy,
Colchester, Essex.
COVENTRY: John Presiend, 27 Paynes Lang.
Coventry, Warwicks.
DERBY: Bruce Babbington, 41 Leopaid
Street, Darby, DE1 2HE
EDINBURGH: Brian Gilmeore, 17 Hillside 51,
Edinburgh.
GLASGOW: lan Stevenson, 3 Doune Gardens,
Falvinbridge, Glasgow,
HERTFORD: Malcolm Harding, B Parker Ave.,
Bengeo, Herts,
HULL: Malcolm Ball, Students Union, Hull
University, Hull,
KIDDERMINSTER: Migel Brown, 44 Tha
Dasnsway, Kidderminster, Wares,
EINGETON-UPON-THAMES: Rohin Bonner,
Flat 1, 58 Cranes Park, Surbiton, Surrey,
LANCASTER: Brian Heran, 29 Clarendaon
Foad, Lancaster.
LEEDS: Ron Thomgson, 132 Askersn Chase,
Hunslet Grenge, Lesds 10.
LEICESTER: Jean Holman, 7 College Stret,
Leicasier.
LINCOLN: Dave Thompsan, 65 Tower Cres.,
Lincaln,
LONDOMN
CENTRAL: Frenk Hansan, Clty Pobytechnic,
Blsdents Union, Moorgate, ECT,

MNORTH: John Weal, 182 Pantamvillp RAoacd,
London M1,

NORTH-WEST: Tony Fry. 101 Park Avenue
Morth, NW10

SOUTH: Jim Clough, 2 Almieric Aoad, SW11,

SOUTH: Tony Jones, Furzedown Caollega of
Educatics, Walham Road, SW17,

EALING: Will Rich, B Burlington Gdna, W4,
(284 BBE2 wepkends)

HAMMERSMITA: Eday Arnavoudian,
28 Thomy Hedge Fd, Gunnersbury, W

LOUGHBORDUGH: Ann Black, 4 Rusesli S,
Lougborough.

MANCHESTER: Steve Cohen, 43 Brantingham
Aoad, Whalley Fanga, Mamchestar 16.

NORWICH: John Harris, &fo lan Douglas, 1 Cow
Hil, Maosssich,

NOTTINGHAM: Nick Baston, 25 Hanry Road,
West Bridgford, Mottinghern.

UXFORD; Bernard Reaney, 27 Southmoar
R, Ducford.

POTTERIES: dason Hill, Studants nian,
Liniversity of Keelo, Staffs,

REAEMNG: John Brendan Trov,. 55 Gloaucastar

Road, Reading, Barks.
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impeigonment after an affray charge when
police made one of thelr many raids. The

ropart sxys: “Sinees then, the ared has not been
the same. There is g tension hitharto unknown.
The police, the black communily insist. are out
o kill the Mangrove and other centres whess
blacks get together,” A shost distance from the
Mangrove, the Metro, 2 popular youth club wsed
by West Indians, was raided on October 23rd
and arrests made, Another black restaurani,
Backayard, comes in for constnt police atten-
tion and raids, 2nd in 86, Lukes Mews, black
ownars and workers ut gerages sre conatantly
watched. Race Today comments: “There is a
feeling that the police are arresting as many
known colourad “mifitan ts’ as possible, as fast as
they can,”

Events in Notting Hill and i particuiar
it the Mangrove foreed Black peopls to
demonstrate againg the police earbier this year,
29 people are still awniting trial as & result of
attacks made by police on that ocsision, and
subiequenily when black people have been
plcked up in police mids on their homes and
workplaces: Rudy Kentish has even been charged
with attempred munder when police went 1o
arrest him at his work in respect of an alleped
offence in connection with the demonstration,
Chirges ranging up to incitement to riot are
being used to commit over two dozen pecple to
the LHd Bailay.

Elsewhere in London, cases are still pending
arising out of police breaking up a dance af the
Orval House {ironically, held to raise money fo
defend previous victims).
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ST. ALBAMS/HATFIELD: Chris Pailthorpe,

Fairshot Court, Sandridge, Nr, St. Albans,

Herts. [Ted: 5t. Albans 51854

SHEFFIELD: Paul Neville, Ranmoor Housa,
Share Lene, Sheffald, ST0 3aY,

STAFFORD: Groham Jones, 184a Silk mare
Lane, Staffoed.

STIRLING: Donald MacDonald, & Tardufd
Place, Stonevwood, Denny. Stirlingshire,
WEST LOTHIAN: Ara Mac Ledlan, B Victaria

Place, Bo'ness, West Lathian,

YOREK: Phil Hearsa, Goodricke Collega,
Heslington, ¥ork,

MERCHANT NAVY (at sesl: Pater Turnar,
“Uriana", c/o 182 Pentonvilles Road,
London M, 1,

"THE RED MOLE HOLE"—gl ub for revalution-

aries. Maats in the “Hearty Goodfellow"” Inn,

Arbury Road, Stockingford, Muneaton. For

turthar info., write to: M.P, Cheshire, 10 West-

bury Road, Stockingford, Munsaton,

EVENTS

MOND A YS: Birminghan Red Cirgle masrrs, T30 pom,
at the Elack Sesan, Bramsgrove Street, Digkbeth,

WEDNESDAYE: Staiford Red Circle, B pom,, Dag &
Partridge, South Walls

THURBDAYE: Glasgow Rsd Circle, Christlin knstitums,
Bothwesli Siraat, 7.30 gon

JANUARY 12th: Laicsster Bael Circln Meeting, 7.30,
¥ College Streat, Leicsster. Bubgect: Workers Cantral

JANUARY 181k Lafi Farum, Commeroal Hisl,
Bathpas, 7,30 pim—"Why Sacinlien™, Eres if at ali
pssifla,

JANLIARY 181h: Londen Sodafiss Womsan Graun
public meeting, Phong 574 2407 for derails,

:".mFICH Bk “Warman Unita" demonsrration, Daaiks
avar,

MARCH 28th: Doy Serminar on “Sacinl Causas &
Conssquenicem of Addictian", rganisad by Sopiali
Mnd'iw_l Asipcistan. Ring 071-246 BBST for detaits,
Campaign against tha Tary attack on the N.HE .
“¥aur Heath in Diamger' e tists svailable from 2.M.a,
21 Lionei Sreat, Birrmingham 3. Ring 031-236 0B35.

Comzades with pood kn eEfedee o Mardst Feonomics
iy Kapinnl) and interested in helfping with tranalacion
af latesd and Best Germm *Intood e tian i Basic
Marxism" bndo English —na Gerntan Enowledp: nepes
Fary —plesse cogtact Red Circle, Manchestes.

Thimn topicl mapagines, by airmpil, + fee 1977 ar¢
culendar, Mao Tse Tang's writings, 15% discount: Lenig
an War & Peace, 108 papes, 39, F e st Fiall lisds. 4
tamp s [ Vaips, 114 Brering Read, Leadon K. fi,
Tel: 01983 3683

The Sietion i Sritaty, ontline Marist appraach, by
1Y ta Thave Wolpe, 114 Everine Fonai,

Dave Valpe,
Lesifan H—‘-‘ﬁ

In order 1o show the degree of the individual
cases, wi instance the (ollowding, In Novembes
om Sunday 23rd 2t 2,30 in the morning in
Brixton, people in a housa there were rudaly
wirncen by the sound of o beating being admvini-
stered in the backyard of the house, Mrs, Wat-
gon, @ West Indian, living on the top floor, threw
open her window to ses three white men beuling
& black man down below. She heard onz of them
say, “You black bastard, we'll kill you, don’t
¥ou fucking talk back (o a polics officer.” Mean-
while her husband had taken the nataral,
obrious, but subsequently disastrous s:cﬁenf
calling the police fo the distarkancs in t
belict that they would restore law and order.
Mra. Watson riised & hue and cry from her bed-
room window and the victim was ahle to
esapein the confusion. Deprived of their
quarry. the asailants turned on the houss,
battering down the back doos, and wenfinto a
groand floor bedroom armed with a showel that
they had atready used to some effect, and laid
aboul Joshua Francis on his bed. Francs was
already in & bad way, sufforing from douhls
vision and a broken jow resulting from an aeei-
dent at work , and waiting for an operation. He
got hospital treatment sonner than he expected,
Prawever, s such a meas was made of him that
after he had been beaten bloody he was dragyed
half naked across the backyard, over broken'
glasa from the smashed door, and, pausing only
at Brixton Police Station to charge him with
assault, the police tonk him o Kings Hogpital.
There, the doctor concerned is said to have
usked ronically whether he{Francés) had com-

NIGHT CLEANERS' CAMPAIGN

In the l2st Male we reponsd an cha night cleanars® all- -
might picket of Campanies House, OId Strest, 1o et
reinstatemant of 3 shop pmwarc seeked From Sanchy-
ary Buildings, Wastminster, by the Strand Clasning
Comparry. & Faww weeks later all the girls a1 Companias
House fourdd themselves without a [ob—no canapcrion
with tha picket, of cours Lo until Christmas the
Sarmnd went on refusing g ter the waman night-
elgnning work—but hadn'f reckered with the continued
mmilitancy of the Cloanars Acticn Groug who kept L1
the pressiure on tho emphieers by sprisding the neves of
the Strand’s behawiour and by halding bao mors
pioeats on Sanctusry Buildings snd Compandes Heus,
‘whers some of the evening cleaners who had raplacsd
the sacked women walked gt in disgust when they
learmed wihat wag happeninyg,

It scami that tho elessers” milltweesy hes made the
arguments of the T&E, which is alfigay nagotiating
on theair behalf, mare convincing, sy she Steard Has
Aoy pgreed 1o give the sacked wamen aighi-cleaning
|akas and, far the first cimn aver—passibly mrgn of
anxiety ot the growing nimbecs of clasasrs wha g
Iaining tha union—gam sach of the women it Aty
a Cheissmas box af £2, As one of the cleanare zsid, “l4
thay ean afford Inat Christmas, they can affard it
qunry e,

The Clmanes Action Group badly nests meney and

suppart far thair fight tar union recesnitian and

better conditians. If you dan heln, can bsot:

Moy Hobbis, Cleanars Sction Group, 13 Middhs Lane,
Landen M. Tal: 01-348 3817, ar-

Landan Sopialist Yéamun Grpups, 443 Ineernass Aoad,
Southall, Middy, Tal: 01874 7407

EDITORIAL BOWRD: Tang Ak Robin Blackbicn,
Cherihame: Chimrmienpwesde, Frier Gowan, Teres
Hayies, Duve Kendall, Merle-Therese Lignugne, Branka
Magar, Medl Middkeian, John Weal,

DESIE™: Peiar Till

CASTRIBLUTION: Tom Male

Publihat & & Jor The Red Male,

a2 mmWam M1

FI-ETT gl d, QF-27R 2o T8,

Frinted by T Frimkipn Prem L. (T,
182 Femeomvilie Rnmd, {ondom NI 9}

SLUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIBE SUBSCRIRE

Please send me THE RED MOLE for the next
6/12 months. | enclose cheque [F.0. /cash for
£1/£2,

W,
T RRET,

Address ., ...

Occapation . ..., ...,

THE RED MOLE., 152 Pentonville Boed,
London N.1. 01-837 6954, 01-278 2616.

mitted & murder —his condition was so horrific.
Meanwhile, scores of police had entered the
house und were busy reansacking the premises.,
Francis had Lo receive stitches in his head, groin
and legs. He is not a voung sman and he now
lives in constant fear. Some days later a Miide
reportar and a mnember of the Black Defence
Committee called at the house and were shown
W rooms and & passigeway, the walls of
which were #ill caked in blood from M.
Uradfcis’s injuries, together with blood-stained
bedding, now in the possession of Mr. Francis's
solicitors. The Black Panthers helped 1o get
Francis out of the police station and srranged a
solicitor,

The Black Delence Committee seeks io
publicise this and like cases, But in addition to
the day by day work of (imd raising and publi-
city, thetBlack Defence Committee is developing
plans concerning the racial climate in grnaral. It
intends 1o act 0s a militant group to counter
racizt and fuscist activities. ?’Juns are being worked
ol to respond to the Tory immigration propo-
sl axpected Lator this month, A campaign will
be mounted, in conjunction with other Eroupa,
opposing restrictions und detailing the ongoing
political implications of the legistion.

The Black Defence Committee needs irdivi-
dusi and proug affiliation. Its sddress i 101 Park
Avenue North, Cricklewood, London NW .10
Speakers can be arranged for mestings. In addi-
tion, the Bluck Defence Committes naeds to
receivt informuation as well us to disseminate,
and reports of police activity, harssament and
ganIaTi’Eiﬁ-:.ri.mina:l-::-n will he of aesistance,

Underground Press

under attack

POLICE ATTEMPT TO SMASH UNDER.
GROUNDG PRESS
By our Crima Reporter

4,060 copies of OF magazing, sobsoHntion Nees
arid aFVErETIT CON tracls Wers stoisa by paliep
Hir other woak when a forey was wsed in g raia
o the offices of OZ, Clztensibly concocting
eftarges undar the reactionary “ohecanine”
legslation, e police failed v dkpnlal wilty ome
gingle copy of OF wes insufficient for Ihis
e,

Latar that moming former DZ editor Blchand
Mewille was hijscked by police and foresd 1o
BOnes” batare magsirates after & night i capri-
vity, on 4 canmabis civarge. Despite the fact that
Newilla iz degmepd bail-worthy to appear ot the
' Shifey in the near fulire on & earfier
obscenity m@p, the magstrates took tftefr e
fram the police and remanded bim b custoo’y
uritif after Christrnas. Ha was later relpasad aftar
an aogeal fa & Judge in Chambars. There lxa
clear timmot fo fx Nevilla with o string of
offernces batfore Rig 067 Bailey apowarance in
arder that fie may de presented o the Fudge as
a man of had charactor. fn theon: {though ro
ot mot i practice) Me ATt gat sevot-
fod on phe Oie Eailalr charge shouid be success-
ful &g e Wk 7ot even ealtor of the i in
Question whicl waz edited by schoodobsfonen —
the very peoole wino e sipnosed to be oo
feciod " bne tha law,

Fallaving hard on heavy fimes impoged at tha
(¥d Haitwy lsat month o International Timas,
ft I clear that the polics ara using the cowrts in
@ aLEmet o rut e underground presk eut of
gRisTence. Alarmed by the rapid expansion of
thete papers, RFESEIEnG an Slternative foous o
Hhaf prowvided by the offioial TR ahed g set of
political stsitides, haif baked and anarchic bt
EXOrassing the rabeifion and n bi-sushoritarias
stance of young people, the pofice are detar.
armed’ fo serve thedlr masters by aiing to the list
aof pavsecuind minoritiag.
Artacks on OZ and IT carry damgers for ravo-
titionary papers, Vietory for the rescionariss
I Hhs ared may @ive them confidemncs 1o afiemor
the closire of polteal panscs such as the Red
Mola. i¥e send our SreatingE to Richard Moville
-and our smport in bis strigpes against the
purl tans, manipulators and the senile, decaying

afffeers of faw who seak fo nuE b fe mfera




'BREAKAWAY UNIONISM: The biues and the whites

We are now in @ paripd wharg the conflict ba-
tween the rank and file of the trade unions and
the bureaucratic union leaders is becoming
siuarper yesy day, This has bed 1o 8 blg increase
in “uncfficial” sctivity and 1o thrests to form
brsak -away unions. In the case of Pilkingtans
this threat has bean put into practice. This type
of movement can only becoms more fraguent
a5 the 18708 progress. 1T is worth considering the
lessonis of the greatest union breakaway since
1845 —the attempt of 18,000 dockers fo lmree
the TGEWLU ahd to join the Mational Association
of Stevedores and Dackers (NASD),

Stress and Strain Inside the TGWU

The Transport and General Workers Union has
& long tradition of conflict between its leadar-
ship and rank and file, Nowhsra has this conflict

been grester than in the docks. In 1823 only a
wear gfter the cyeation of the union, some
20,000 dockers left the TEG to join the Stewe-
doret’ Protection Séclety and in 1932 dockers
in Glasgow and Cambletown left the T&G 1o
found the Seottish Transport snd General
Workers Unlon, This type of conflict however
took on its most extreme form after 1845,

In 1945 3 Lobour government was elected
which succendesd in carrying out the reconstroc-
tion of capitalism after the Seoond Workl War
ot the expense of the working class. This reac-
tionary gosrernment was fully supported by the
laadership of the TG which was a2 that tima
in the hands of extreme right-wingsrs hed by
Arthur Doakin, Deakin was & real “HAeds undar
tha Beds” man whao in 1848 had introdaced a
resgdlution o the TG banning rmembers of
the Communist Party from holding offica. This
was the infarnous “Black Circular™, Conflict
between this leadership and the dockers was
inpwitable and it followed as soon as the war
pndad in 1845,

The 1945 Strike and Its Effects

_In 1845 a spontaneous strike broke oul for an
increasa in basic pay. It affected almost &l the
peoerts during its six wesks duration and shook
e Labwour fonerrimani just as rmusch as it did
Deabkin. The union sventually sucoscded in
fEtting the movement under control again by
mak ing & st of promises about pay, conditions,
pensians, ete, nome of which it intendad to
fulfil af course. Although the eventual increass
in pary won by the dockers was far less than the
arigingl demand, the strike had two crocial
effects; it esteblishad methods of organising
which became standard fior the next twenty
years and it wmporerily brokae the power of
the Communist Party in the docks.

Shortly alter the was the C.P. was still
pursuing the policies of class collaboration it
had adopted bepween 1941 and 1845, The Party
therefore spposed the 1945 strike. The C.P,
mermbers on the Mational Portworkers Com
mites walked out. This pisce of strike-breaking
lad 1o the resignation from the Party of sevaral
militant lesders, incheding Bert Aykwvard, This
rasulted in a marked decline of C.P. influsncs
an tha docks and therefore aided the pursuing
of more militani policies in sibrequent years.

With the system of casual labour in the docks
a workahle shop stewards system was impossible.
Irstaad rank and file commiti2es were elegted
by mass mestings which wersoften attended by
9% of the men engaged In & dock. Betwean
strikes these committees Sften anfy conslsted
of fiva or 8x but during strikes they were
axpandad to include men who proved them-
selyes in the running of the dispute. An imgsor
tant feature of these committars was that they
were subject to instant recall,

The cormmittess naturaily cama mto constant
conflict with the union bureaucrats. For exampls
in 1962 thres af the most sctive laaders,
Constable, Dickens and Saunders, wara axpellad
from tha TAG, The employers then trisd to
sk Constable becorse he did not heva & union
card. This provoked o mass walkout. Tha
power of the commitieg was grest and they
ware linked in a national committes with
Bylward acting as oroganiser.

Lindar the leadership of these rank and file
organismtions a whole series of sirikes were
waiged in the years immedistely after the war.
For example in 1948 a coordinared strike was
carripd on in London and Liverpaal over the
rate for mowving zine oxide, The erunch howessr
cama in February-Aupuse 1861 i a direct con-
frontation between tha Sockers and the Labour
Government.

Order Mo, 1305

Uncher the Emergency Poesars Act, Chder hla,
1306, passad in 1840, the gowernment coubd
declare gy atrika (legal, This faw had heen
pamsad by a “MNational™ governmant led by the
arch-reactionary Chorchill, but it was not
resvarsed by the 1945 Labour govarnment.
Instead they kept the powars in reserve in order
o deal with tha weorking class, The clash that
led thern to wse 1308 began on February 2nd
1861 when Liverponl dockers struck against a

manning ard mechanlsation agreameant signad
by the TEG, The strike saread rapidly to
Birkenhsad and Manchester, The Gowrnmant
used Order Mo. 1305 1o arrest seven of the
dockars' lsadars. The man who impossd the
ardar was Mys Bavan, now a patron saint of
left social democracy.

The sewen dockers were charged at Bow
Street Magistrates Court and on the same day
almost 7,000 London dockers joined the strike,
By February 23rd, 16,000 men were oul.
Solidarity strikes were held on 18th March, Sth
April, 16th April and T8th April until the
Governmant wore forced 1o order the men's
release. The onby part that the T&G plaved in
this campaign was that shortly afterwards it
expelbad Dickens and Constable, two of the
arrested dockers, from the union. A situation
like this could net eentinue indefinitely; at
some point the dockers wauld attempt to
brmak with the TG, sither 1o rely entirely on
rank and file organisation or o atiempt 1o
form their ocwn undon, They in tact did the
latter but in an unexpected form,

The Nstional Association of Stevedores
and Dockers

In Aogust 1854 Hull dockers struck work
against the dangerous method of unlcading
grain known a5 “hand scuttiing”. The T&G
naturally opposed the strike. The men electad

a rark and file committes consisting of four
man. All this was parfectly normal. What was
howesar totally sbnormal was the recommends-
tion which the committes gave to the men. Thay
suggested that in tha light of the T&G's attitude
all tha men shoukd lpaye the Union and join the
MASD, This was sccepted with acclaim by the
Tisaf.
The principle of laaving one wnien to join
anather is completely contrary to the principles
of buresicratic unionism. There is @ vary simpls
raason for this, namely that if members wera
froe 1o leave ane union b jein another then men
wioukd naturslly join those anlons which win

the bast pay and conditions, ie, the most mili-
tant unions. If switching unions were allowed,
right-wing umions such as the ETU and the
GMWL could lose rmuch of their membership
owernight. The right of workers to choose widch
smon to belong to is therefore a union bureau
srat’s nightmare. |n order 1o present it
happendng, unlons convicted of sccapting othar
uniond’ members may be expelled from the TUC
and thus from the “resectable™ unbon “eheb™.

In the case of the dockers, the implications
were gyen more far-reaching. As always the
dockers wera ong of tha most militant ssctions
of workers. The only aim:of their jaining
another union would be in order to tien i€ e
awahicle for pursuing their airs of impraving
wagesand conditions, | they were allowed to
join the MASD, the prospect would be apened
up of there existing & unlon which served fully
the interests of i rmembers and not that of the
unbon bureaucrats. This weould set an example
for workers in other unions end was a right-wing
unlon leader’s nightmare. Mormally an estab
lishusd unilon such as the NASD would not have
contermplated taking the risk of admitting tha
Hull dockers, but In 1954 the NASD desparataly
nepded members, Thisled to the opening which
the Hull men exploited.

The foreranner of the NASD was the Stéve
dores’ Protection Socisty o which we have
already referred, In 1864 the NASD was con-
fined to the London docks and had & member-
ship of about 4 500 stevedores and 2,600
dockers. |ts leadars naturally wanted to
extend thelr influence outside London, |1 was
this that led them initially 1o take tha rigk of
admitting the northern dockers. For the mass
of dockers the NASD had two great atiractions,
one pusltive snd ane negative. On the positive
sde the union was notalliliated to the Labour
Party, and for men sickened by years of clashes
with “their” palitical party, this was a real
attraction, More important, howsrerr, was he
negative aspect which was simply that after
weans 0f being messad about by the T&G leader-
ship, the dockers falt that any change could
only be-a change for the better.

A a result of thess tactors, the action of the
Hull men met @ quick sympathy inothar
northern ports. This wes particularly the case at
Birkenrhead.

Birkenhead had one of the strongest com-
mitteas in the country and produced a monthly
paper, The Portveorkers” Clarian, which sokd 1o
almost 75% of the port 52, 200 workers.
Furthermnre thie lander s of the commities vars
highly conscious politically and were spmipathe-
tic to the group which was loter to becorms the
SLL. The Birkanhaad commitiee rapiiy oon-
tacted tha Hull dockers and arranged for a
dalegation from Hull to spesk ot Birkenhesd.

A MNASD racruitimg office was rapkily estalr
lished and within two waeks 2,000 of the
Birkanhaad men had tronsfarred o the BASD.

Whila this wasgoing an, a struggle over owar-
tima bad by the NASD in London ceme tooa
head and the union members in London, Hull

and Birkenhead struck. They were sipported by
B5 of the TE&G members in London, Hull,
Birkenhead, Wanchester and Liverpool, The
TEG leadership of course was solidly agalnst
thie strike and this caused its prestige to-fall still
further.

The MASD pow enjoyad tremendous prestios
with the northerrr ports, 11 apgpaared that
whpraas the TRG leaders were solidly against
thair members, the MASD would fight for pay
arid canditions for (18 mambars, &5 a result by
hhay TOES approximately 16,000 man in Huill,
Birkenhead, Liverpool and Manchester had
joined the "Blues (the NASD wars so called
afrer tha colaur of thair membership cards; the
TG ware knowmn & the “Whites™ for the sme
ragson),

It is impartant to note howayer that there
wiak no comparable move to leave the TAG in
Londan, This was not due ta the fact that
London dockers had any faith in the T&G, on
the contrary thay waere if anything sven more
oppossed to it tham the northern workess, but
simply becausa in London the dockers had
first-hand experience of the MASD |eaders and
had come 10 realise that thay differdd in no
fundamantal way from the T&G leaders. They
knew at first band that the MASD buresucrats
were no more inclined 1o militancy and solids-
rity action than were the T&G laaders,

The Dilemma

The situation as it developed in 1854 and sarly
1665 posed almost impossible problems for the
leaderships of the northarn dockers. Ta join &
breakiaway union |3 an extreme steg which goes
againgt the radidonal enion goal of masimum
sulidarity. Such an sctlon therefors 3 only
generally suseesstul in periods of extrams social
crisis and 1964 was odwicardy not that. Such &
step also lgads to a head-on confrontation with
the bureaucracy of the unian which the man
are attampting to leava, Thus in the casa of the
T&G the unian leaders made no secret of thair
i to amazh e NASD. For exemple P.J.
C'Hare, Merseyeide area secratary of the T&G.
bossted that onaly T&G members would be
glowed towork in the docks and the NASD
risermbears wiould be excludad from tha job.

For all thess ressons breakmvays from
unions are not normally supported, but on the
ather hand in 1864 the tensions inside the T&G
hisdd reached boesking poini—as revesled by the
radines with which the nocthern men broke
fram the Union, The policy of telling these me,
to sty insiche the T&RG and fight might apgesar
riget om paEper bt in practics the dockars. K new
thay stood no chonee of chanaging the TRG
machine by thamsebves, & call to s@ay in the
Union would onby have preduced disillusion
ment and apathy. | retrospect it is easy 1o
sany that this wes nothing compered to the
harm done to the unlon structure by the spliit
ir the rriee i thee narthern ports caussd by the
broakamay, bul this is 10 bewise afier the awent
as it presupposes that the atternpt (o @&@in recog
nition would fail, &nywary in the light of the
circumstances described above, the dockers”
lsaders and the SLL proup decided to suppaort
the breakaway. Head-on conflict with the TRG
wias o inevitable.

The Struggle for Recognition

The first clash came In Aprll 7856 when at tha
T&G's praompting the Dock Labour Board tried
to cheny man winst had left the TG the right 1o
work, This movn was defeeted by o fwo-day
strike, but it was obwious that the position of
the NASD members would not be secure until
the union had gained otficial recognition in the
northarn ports, Therefore on May 28th ihe
"Balua®’ uminn began an official strike for receg-
nition.,

Henereer a4 s00n a5 the sirike began, all the
coniradictions inside the NASD were revealed.
The men who had left the TG had done so
because they were sck o the tegth of “respec-
table™ unboniam, They wanted a unicn which
defendad thefr interests and nat one which was
trappad in the stifling bureavcracy of tha trade
unions. They dedived 1o have 8 union reseonsEve
to thern and were prepared to openly fight tha
T&G in order to gat it The NASD leaders on the
ather hand werg part of the same “respectabla™
union set-up a5 Caekin & Co, They wanted maora
rmernbers in order i incraasa their own status
ingde the trade union movement tut they were
L worried abaut their respectability to con-
front the T&G. Therelore a: soon a5 they came
into a situation where thay were confronted
hemd-on with the T&G apparatus, ey began
b cave in.,

The collapsa of the Bluas lsadership Began
withia howis of the dispute beginning, Dutsida
tha Surray Dock, Ron Pollard, & mamber of the
Bteve dores’ executive, made an appeal to the
reEn T returs to weork. The MASD Sscratery
Barrett i=pidly developsd an "iklneass" and
dissppeared far the duration of the strike. Tha
weak posithan of the strikers was worsaned
still Parther when the ©.P coatrolled Liaison
Cornmittes and executive of the Lighterman’s
Union refused 1o support the strike. Tha MASD

pxecuthea then ha.;_kprj niit and hlqun o put
forward “‘back to work™ motions. In every port,
however, they were ovarwhelmingly defeatad,

Eoan it bacame apparent that the wavering
af the MASD executive was having fatal results.
Initially in the narthern portsthe majority of
T&G members had come out in support of the
“Blues'". However, onee it becarme apparant that
the pxecutive of that union was wavering, than
the support began to dwindie, This was particu-
larky crucial in London where, for the reatons
wa have alresdy explained, the men were less
inclined fo support the MASD anyway, When
the London men sow the Stevedores” axecative
weaverlng, thay ware confirmed in their suspicion
that the MASD had only taken the northerm
man inta the Unian in order to defend ard
gutard their own buresecracy, and that |t had
niothing to do with constructing a militant
port workess' wnian.

The racognition strike lasted saven weaks,
The northarn dockers, denled strile pay,
repeatedly stabbed in the back by their official
leadership, unsupported by the London TGWL
muembers, and rapidly losing the support of the
“white'’ union men in the northern ports, were
compalled to return 1o work, The actual decl-
slan was foisted an them by a combined vota
of the London Stevedores and Dockars” execu-
tive, At this meeting, the representativas from
the northern ports ware sven desled the right
to wots.

The Dutcome

The executive of the NASD was tereified out of
its life by the events of the recoghition digpute.
It was obvious that the rmen in the northamm
ports, if they had waon, would heve tucned the
NASD from a conservative “ragpactabls’™ wnion
controllad by a bureaucracy into a union which
pxpressed the interssts of the working dockers,
This would have destroved the bureaucracy of
the unicn ard Brought the MASD into prodonged
and bittar conflict with the rest of the bureau-
cratlsad trade union mewermant. This course of
mesn s weas of course unthinkaksle for any union.
Inadership, Including that of the Stevedores.
Rather than allow that to hapoen, they endured
that the strike imaH failed. From then on the

union became more and more Fight wing, Thus
for example in 1957 and 'BE it refused to
suppart the teo major stivkes which oocurred in
thesa yaars. In January 1868 |t aven refused to
support its cwn members who ware steilking
bapause a control officer in Liverpeol dacks
was refusing to hire NASD members, The whale
acthvity of tha BASD now cantred arounsd
winming back Its place an the Mational Joint
Industrial Coancil which it had kbost wehan it
first recruited the nostherm men. To get this
place back it sttempted to prove to the em-
ployers that it was a mose 'regponsible" union
than tha T&G. The MASD leadership showed
conclusively that if @ union bureaucraay 1s
foreed to choose betwean respectability and

the meeds of its membars, it will albways choose
agamnst it members.

The Lessons

The attampt of dockers o leave the TEG thows
clearly what tha penalties for unsuceessful braak-
awrayE are. The failure in the northern ports led
to the desnoralisation of many militant deckers
and to a tragic splitting of the unaificlal move-
rent. It appeared to show all the lessons which
the avents at Pilkington may yet conflem, Yet
the problems that faced the dockers in 1854 still
remain and still e satisfactory way of tackling
thiern has been found, The recent case of the
povvner wonrkers shoows only 1oo clearly how aven
the most poweriul growp of workers can ba
dofeated 2 long a3 thelr union leadars arg able
to make deals sbove their heads.

Workers Todey aré Facing an attack on thelr
living standards by the employers and thair
government. Obwvicusly the rank and file frade
unionists are going to demand of their leaders
that thiey Flght thesa attacks and this is geing
toomean & fight for mord democracy Enside the
wnions and & much more criticel attitude temards
the union afficials. Mamy of thesa loaders are
qaing to resist such a movement from thair
members and will guite correctly s them as an
attack on their privileges. This ingvitaily will
lead to fiarce dispates beoween the mambarship
ard the union bureaucracy and [ s0me casas a
mejority of the membeers are going 10 want o
join another unian which is fighting the bosas
and the Torigs, As rewalutionary soclsbats it is
ol duty i put the interests of the working olws
firet, and although we always point st the
difficultlas and problams “breskmvays" can
Ieed Lo wand certabnly egue sgainst them in the
present perlod, nevartheless if o majority of
wiorkers ook such action we woeld be duty
bound teaid therm-and not o condamn the
movegrment from the sidelines.

Mok Pevaraitgion
Adan Sones
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The Government of “Umion Jack™ Lynch
in Dublin has announced the discover
of a "kidnap plot™; on the strength o
this they have re-opened the infernment
camps, preparatory to detaining unspeci-
fied pcuEEE without trial. The brunt of
the witch-hunt has been borne by o group
whose name up to now has been practi-
cully unknown to the British left—Saor
In this interview, obtsined in Ireland
by a Red Mole reporter, a leading Saor
Eire militant explains the nature, and
politics, of the organisation. In publishing
this interview, we express our militant
solidarity with the comrades of Saor
Eire in face of the witch-hunt against
their group. We agree with them that this
latest act of repression in Ireland is not
directed against Saor Eire alone but aims
to smash all who challenge the Green
Tory regime. 1t is necessary for the
British left to prepare to mobilise [or
action if even one person is pul in the
Curragh.

MNore: Saor Etre = Free frodng
Saor Uladk = Free [ister

Can you tell us something aboul the origins of
Saor Eire?

11 havve 1o goback to the ‘S0s and 1race the
development of the Ropublican movemen
Afier the failure of the mid-"50s military cam
pamgn in the Six Counties, 3 cortain amownt of
disillusionment set in within the IRA and Smn
Fain. People zaw the futifiiy of a purely mlitary
campaign nol backed wp by some fom of
political sction. In the early "60s some people
connected with the London-based “lrish
Democrat” jotned the movemeni. Their Stalinist
politics were not sceepted overnight, bt on
sccount of the ek ulPuE‘_':l.' <ul politics within
the Republicsn movement, the position was
that any brand of politics was accepted. With
the influx of these people, political classes were
stasted, which were good in themsslves, as they
gave many members of the Republican move
men | their first knowledee of left-wing politics
but hand in hand with the growing political
awarencss, there began a running=-down of the
armed section, the TRA. This bafosiuraiely led
1o o lot of people equating lefi-wang politics
with reformizm. Many of onr members at this
slape started to wodce their objeciions 0 this
running down of the IRA. These people wene
#ither dismissed on trumped-up charges or keft
of their own sccord. Other members saw
through the politics of Stalinism and lkefi on &
pelitical basi.

Al this time too, many Enplish-based rewolu-
lionary groups started (o spring up. People saw
i these groups alternatives to the Irish Commu-
A Party and to the curent S42linist orientation
of the Republican movement, and thoopght that
maybe, through such ofganisations, a new fusion
could be made between left-wing politics und
the traditional militancy of Republicantsm
Some people who bad besn involved in the
Trotskyist English-based Irish Warkers' Geoup
formed an imgortant sectior of Saor Eire and
began 1o form links with these dissident ale-
men i of the Republicon movement. This
resulled in a loose organisation being formed i
Drithlin about three to four vears ago, which
carried out some arms rasds and some bank
raids in an atlempt to try and get a militant,
poditically comscious, armed gronp off the
ground. After these tnitial actions thess was nol
Such o mass movement towands this grouping as
wal expected. since its actioms were seen ai
it in the tradition of the miernational revo
lutionary movement, as opposed to the Trish
movement, The next period was spent in discus-
abod with various political groupings, and
various members of the Republican movement,
i 3m atlempt ta win them over 10 this néew
concepld of politieal action

—Could you describe very briefly just what kind
of 2 movement Saor Eire is?

Suor Eire ia a beft-wing armed group which is
atternpting toaci as a fuse or detanator 4o the
Irish revolutionary strugple. It s altempling fo
ilep up the tempo of development of political
life. It is-part of the Republican tradition but
also draws fram the international revalutionary
movement, bath politically and in a military
sense. As oppossd to st forms the Repablican
strugpie took, Saor Elre is centred around the
cities and could be ealled an urban puerrilla
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Eroup, nasmuch a3 it sees the maim strupgyls
taking place in the-cities. and within the
warking class dinectly, and doeen’t hold to the
ol concepiion that the fight is in the country-
ude, or that the classic Kind of rural puerrilla
warfare cam bring about 3 Workers Republic in
Irelamd. We do not ignore the problems of the
“ruggle in the countrysde between the small
larmers and the lases ranchers, but we sea the
lesdership of this strugple coming from the
cifics. and the final blow to capitalism m Ire
tand coming Trom the working clas. For this
reason we hase oursetves in the cities as opposed
io the countryside

~What kind of activities is Saor Eire involved in
al present?

Unfortunotety due 1o publicity given 1o us by
the bourgeois press, people seem to think that
we ore only invelved in robbing banks and
living high lives, ete.elc. This could not be
further from the truth, We fuve robbed many
banks and taken responsibility for them. Buf we
have alzo hegn involved in armed raids, in
industrial dispates, in diseet confromations
with the state and ils agents, also in local
despuiles and temanis disputes. The money
exproprigted fromn the bunks is used 1o purchase
grms and equipment for the fortheoming
strugggie in Ireland. A 1ot of our finances hive
gone 3 aid the Catholic population of the
North who ave beer under attack from British
imperislism. This ook the form of mopey,
ammuniticn, wenpons and equipment. The
mimey Iz abso used for the maintenance of our
revoluticnarees in the feld, who, ot the moment,
rumber quite a few. It i also wsed for politicsl
edication, the arrangemeint of classes, camps,
amd all of the ather running expenses that any
armed group iz fizble to, We're also invalved in
mikitary training of members of other lefi-wine
proups in Ineland, people from the North, and
the brosd Repeblican movement, who liave nol
bear nble to get this traitiag within their own
O PN iSO,

~Huwe would yvou define Ssor Eire interms of
the rarious strands of the revol mtinmary move-
ment ok an intemational seale, e, Mamist,
Lustroist, Fourth Inteenational, ete.?

While rot falling into any particular pokitical
category, we hive leamed much Feom il the
M revolutinonory tendencies at work i (he
world todayv. For exaasple thene's a lof of Man,
especially on guerrilla warfare, which/is very
relevan t to brelind, However we rejeel much of
thezir politics, their Stalinisi orien tation, and
their role in such defeats as Indonesia. The
Luban sevolution had s profound aid ddemp-
geang effect on the Republican muovement and
oy the developmone of owr iwn members While
il brought 4 sew concepiinn of action imio the
world mevolutionary stousels, fae of the
guerrilla fooo, we feel 2hat it has cectau dimiia-
tons, The same lomd problen: dess notexisi in
Ireland woon which the guiernilla movements e

based in Latin America. We don't believe that
the foco itelf can become the party of has any
|Tb.':n1nfml-|- oni the revolution. But small geerrilla
proupings, tog certain exient independent of
the working ¢lass, e belp to raise the level of
the working elass and 5o help To creats the
party.

As regards the Foorth Intemational; we
recipnise Lhe revolutionary role it has played
since its inception; how it came to the aid of
the Algerion revolution with arms and weagons
while oiher so-callod mvolutionery organsaticon.
tailed tor fulfil their duty. We alzo admire how
they came to the sd of the Cuban and Visinam-
cs revolutions and defended them against
imperialism, i Amsericaand throaghoot the
world, We are particulardy sympathelic 1o the
political aszistance it @ giving the Irsh stregple
at the moment, While the Stalinisis have consis-
tently dilby-lallizd mmd vacillated on the question
of Treland and on-the mls of armed strupple in
Treland, the Fourth Intemational iz probably the
ol organisiton which has consistendly given
iLsupporl. A fok of our mombers have bean, at
sime limne or olher, members of Trofskyiss
groupings, We recognise that the Trotovise
arpumen s apainst Staliniem and reformism are
the only consistent political arguments which
lead 1 revolutionary conclusions. We rscopnise
that the Fourih Intemational among the
“Trotskidst™ groupings internotionally ia the
oiily one which ¢on properly be termed Trotskoy-
e, For thisreason Fsuppose we are more
svmpathetic to the Fowrth International than
b miny other politicel istemmarional proup. 1t is
worth noting that o the witch-hunting against
our growp in freland over the ot sx months,
the small League fora Workers' Republic and
the Young Bocialisis wers the only growpings
which conuistently fought and defended us
apainst these sttacks and slanders. While recop-
niging that these prowps have differences with
the Fourth [nternational, we still feel that theit
piincipled stand arse from the foct that they
base themseives on the main current of Trotaky-
ISt e,

—How wauld you define Snor Eire in terms of
the Irigh revolulionory trodition? Specifically,
dovess v our e sipnify an attachment to the
tradition of the old Saor Eire and'or Saor
Uladh?

We see aurseives as an inherent part of the Irizh
revolutionary and Hepublican tradition. We
hawe heen deeply influenced by the Fenians,
by the drish Yolunteers, by -all the progressive
mcvernen 15 up to the present-day [RA. Wa feel
that we have coriain points in ecanmoan wiih
miny of the splinter groups which have arisen,
and prssibly originated for the asire (saong as
werthild. Tor dakoe specifically the old Saor Eise,
we heveemiich in commaon with the theu
atterpts 1o weld militant Republicanism, that
ix armed guacrills woriore with left-wing
perlithes. Thia does aot mean, of course, Hhil we
uprec impliciily with the podaical line or etz

al the time:

As regards Bxor Uladh, agein we have nech
irt conmmion wWith them. This was a group which
broke nway from the Republican maverment
specifically on the guestion of armed aetion,
which is & revolutionary festare. We alio belisve
ot their voneept that the rescdving of the Irish
natignal stougele could oot teke place in the
Six Countige alome, bt would be sesalvad in g
Thirty-Two County context. Howsver, unfor-
tunately. with Saor Uladh, this military outlook
wus not aeconpanied by the relevant and neces-
sary polithel framework. For this reason they
{ailed.
~Da you do ony open political work? And if
not, do you see this as an important fisld of
actlvity?

We are not pacticipating directly as Saor Cire in
any open polilical work. Somes of our mambers
who are an ve! unknown to the police are
Imvolved in apen poditical work , but our Organi:
satiom has Lo be close-kaet and wery secueity:
eonsclons. We areunwilling to risk owr members'

r‘*‘t b

FHE FORERUMMERS. A

merpher of Srmes Comaalip s
Citizen Arngl on goarrd a0 0R

idencity and 1he security af vur whole netweork
dust to have o number of our members in open
pehitica’ work . This haz been one of the things
that has made the present-day [RA so open 1o
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Special Branch imfiltration. This is o lesson we
have learmed from them which we have no desire
1o repeat.

—[y yvia see Sanr Eire as o revolotionary party
in the Leninist sense? H not, wha® is vour athi-
twde to the building of such & party in Irelamd
And if you do see the importance of such a
pariy, how do you see Saor Eire contributing
o this?

We would nat fall into the eategory of the party
a3 Lenin undemiood it We do not believe thai
we are the party that hms a monopoly on the
revolution o b ghing o lead the working class
i soctalism in lreland. Bather, we see aurselves
playing & part in creating the objective condi-
fiond in which such a party could take powear,
e "1l:lr~| 1 the formation and creation of such
i party. In this, we donol see o lve in
opposition to'any of the present-day groups;

rather 25 an sid to help them build o party which

can lead the working class'to power,

—What is your analysis of the crisis in Fianna
Fall? And do you regard the Lynch or the
Blaney-Haughy wi:l‘lg; as the most dangerows for
the Irish revoluthon®

Well, considering the prasent coa et within
Pinnna Fail, it must be understood thet there i
o distingt difference between the leadership and
the ordinary members. The rank-and-file beliswe
Franna Fail 1o be 3 Bepublicahl party; we have
received help from rank-and-fils Flanna Failers
who are stounch militant Republicans, in the
old Fenian tradifion; who support, for example,
ihe bregking up of large estates, militant cam-
paigns against the bogder, and take many other
progressive giands. For this reason wie betiew
that there are very progresive sections of Fmnona
Fall rank-and-file whe could be won fo a mili-
tant revolutionary pc:-li‘.jl.:ul’I%::.:;t‘.nn it Lhe
proper taclics are applied. The leademship
makes no sich pretémsions. By its very history
over the last forty vears, it hag shown itself (o
be completely hogtile w practies and in thoeory
iz Republicanizm. Whereas the new techmocrais
of the party. such as the Colleys, the Hanghy ‘s,
¢ic., use Republicon phrascology o adwance
their own political careers,

A5 regards the present split in Fianna Fail:
Lynch on the one hand has stated his own
pma'r'.lln pl._|i11l'_-': he s h|11i-HrpuhIicar|. anti-
revolulionary, and makes no pretences. Un the
other hand, the Blaney-Haeghy wing are
abviousy more dangaronis since they make
Republican sounds, and are capable o
preserving the Republican image of Fianna
Fail. They have seat some 2id Do the North,
but we know that they have sbotaged twice ns
much as they have sent. For example, a5 regirds
this receat controversy about arms deals, we
know that they have smbotaged certain arms
deals and that through 3 member of their mili-
tary intellipence, Kelly, they infilizated certain
Hcpui"liqln circles, found out the source of arms

plises to the Waorth, and then either bought
|h..-h\.- supplicrs with maoney {G-:u:] knows
Whrrc it came from) or operated in such a way

that thesz arms never found theirway 1o leland,

And they have alao act up numesous isdindusis
i be prabbed by the pilice. As this invaolves our
oW sEcarily, we ars unabls to nime names or

dates at this present moment, bul they can be
imzde known ot some future date,

BF this is Republicanism, it is not what we
stand for_ Definitely in this predentaplit they
fire the most danperous element. Al least with
Lynch we knowr whers we stind; the Blaney-
Haughy hction isquite another matter,

—What is your sififude to the recent split in
the Repoblican movement? Which sectlon do
you seo a5 the mosl progressive?

Well, we have seen the mewitability of such a
split ocourring for the last eght years. We did
not particulashy favour it since, enfortunately,
it happened aver wrong issues. [n-the officis]
section we have an amalgam of peaceful road-
men, peformers, and Beft-wingers: and within
the Prowizionals, we have more militend ebe-
s, but right-wing palitics. In practics, we
hive fovmed odirselves more closely aligned to
the Provsionals, 41 is among thoss elements that
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we draw & kol of our support.

Of course. il is important o deaw o disting
tion betoeen the feaderahip and the rank -
File i Both these organizations. Both leader
ships seem equally opposed fo s and eqully
caprble of spreading slanders ahowt s, whereas
with both rank-andilas we huve very much in
continon. We are grateful for the help chat
Catlal Guulding, the chiel of stal¥ of the official
IEA, sent in reladion oo Frank Keane's case, But
wo coldemn onequivocally their sctionsin
issuing disciaimers und thereby helping the

police to finger oiir organisalion for the Armn
Cony robbery,

The fssue of thess disclaimers met with
hostility within both orpanisations ond:show's
the support we were oble o command amuong
the rank-and-file

—What ig your attitade to the attempis of sec-
tions of the Irish left to win over the Protes-
tant workers In the Morth” And what is your
pelicy in relation to the Protestamts?

While racogiising that the unity of Prodestant
amd Cathelic workars is essentizl in the interesis
of the Irish Bevolution, we do not belicye in ihe
present sitwation thai it is correct to hold off or
tor disclaim any militant action by the Crtholic
working clase for fear of alienating the Protes-
tanis. We do not believe in pandering to the
hackwardness of the Irigh Procestancs. Rather
we think the situation in Mortherm Irelond today
haw & bot in commen with the struggle of the
black working closs against fascism and racism

in the United States:

[1 mst e understood m talk of Catholic-
Protestant unity, there are two-sirands st work.
Oine section has been epitomised by the Conpers
and Huomes, who will oss this fear of alienating
the Profestant working class as an excuse for
hodding back on any revolulicdary actusi.

O the other hand thers have been nrganisa-
tives such as PD in its carly stapes whe, for lack
inf understanding of the Irish notional question,
placed oo much amphasis on this aspect of the
steugple, and thereby fall into & Walkerite pasi-
tiom, While we balieve in the necessity of
CatholicProlestant unily and while recognising
{hat much of the Progressive movement in Tre-
land through the years hus been mode upof
sections and members of the Protesiant working
class, we do not believe in this present epoch
amd in the present course of cvents fhat there
can he a brealkdown in this pro-<imperialist
conszionzness of the Protestant working olass.
—Wlat s vour viewpoint in the discussion on
the Irish left abont the resumption of civil rights
demonstrations?

We sccept the nesd fo keep up the presure on
imperialism and on the puppel regime in the
Sox Counties, bul we do nol believe Lhat solely
i resurnption of civil rights marches is the most
effective way to aid the sirigube. While disagree-
ing with the argumenfs of some seclions of Lhe
Borthern ledt that the crestion of more tastoriss
reang less violence, we recognise that unbes the
cawil tights marches are sccompanied by a greater
revolutionary political awareness of the noces-
sty 10 take this form of protest to s higher
slape of development, it will shortly lead to
digillesiomment amaong the Catholie secton of
the population, We recopniss thal ciwil rights
can pever be obtoined within the present frame-
work of the Mortharn stals since this stals itsell
s barzad upon the very dental of thess rights tn

» 15 gubgtantial minority of the population. Unless

it is eoupled to an all-lreland sevolutionony
stripgle againsd capitalism and smperialism, the
givil rights strizgple can never be suceasafiul.

What s the attitude of Saor Eire to the ﬂ'l:l"l.l.ggle
= for Gaclic cnltore and the Bingumge question in
[reland?

" Inperialism expleits not only politically snd
a economically but also culturally. This dsevidend
«= in [roland wheee British imperialism over Uhe

centurizs attempted to smash the Irish longuags

) and Irish culture, We do nel apree wilth the

prosznt methods adopied by the Fianna Fail
government und its front organisations such as

E Conradh nu Guelge which, under the guise of
5 wliempling to preserve the hngoage and our

cieliere, are in actual fact condemning them o

protector of the language a3 a cover-up for their
sell=nut 1o British imperial=En.
We regopmise that we can naver hope to revive

* Irish ps a spoken anguage withm he Tramework

741

of capitalism—it involed the Gght for @ sorkers”
repubdic. Thus, it beconszs a revolutionary
slogan, just as the ereation of the Gaelic League
in the 1900 g birth 1o the ldsh Yoluntears
and to the Irish War of Independence, Undoub-
tedly, thiz i in the mind of Finnna Fail aod the
other reactionary forcea. They are afraid of any.
form of political pwarepes growing out'of a
cultural reawakening, As the Gasltacht, the
Irish-speaking areas, becomes more sconamdeally
depressed, the atiitude of Fianna Fail owards
the cultural question and their attempt to foss-
liz= the thing as some form of a tourist attrac-
tion rather than as a living caloural force within
the counfry, is exposed.

—What is your ntfifude towornd Finna Fail
reintroducing the Offences sgainat the Siate Act?

This bagleally just lepalses the position that has
existed Far s for some time. While we condemn
mest vehemently this picce of legislution, we
walcnme it to a certain extent: inasmuch as i
strips the Flanna Fail government of any liberal
and pro-Republican facade.

Although the sovernment is using our past
actions and fear of our future sctivities as 2
reason for opening their concentrtion camps,
wie do not believe that it will just be used apainst
our activists and aympathisers. Rather, this is
an outright asault on all progressive forces.
Undloubtadly, we will ba the firsr people to end
up in these camips (i we're lucky, that is, as
alrzndy we hove been senteneed to death
unofficinlly by certain memhers of the Special
Branch, nofahly one Spi. Johny Walker, a
prominent Special Branch horrier in Dublin,
wha zays that be would rother shoot Uhe kot us
than ¢ver try and arrest us), The povernment
fears thar pur activities may lead fod new
resurpenee of militaney within the Republican
movement and new coacenis of action directed
against the so-cnlled Free State, This means that
this aor will be used apainsd peopls at 2] levels
of the Republican mevemend. This petwill also
be used, not only against Bepublicans, but
agaimat anyone who speaks out aguinst the
regime, agRinst any proprasaive group, any iride
uppan leadess, any unofficial strikers, in fact
against anyone who opposes Fianna Fall or they
consider dungerous encigh.

Fianna Fuil's information aboul so-called
kidnappings and bank rebberes is spurioua—it
is auppﬂgﬁxtu be based on information from an
informer in Dublin, The Special Branch could
not infiltrate our organisation; they were forced
to lmvent an informer and to invest thiz infatm-
atson which has provoked the threats of intern-
ment.,

—What do vou think revolutionaries in Britain
ghould be doing in selidarity with the Ieish
struggle

This depends, | think, basically oo the stage of
develaprmant of the siruggle in Treland - At
present undoubtedly the greatest amel they can
give 15 Eolim:al solidarity; bringing the question
to the British working clas, explaining the
problem, explsining ita relationship to them,
w58 wfTects them, howe they fight' the same
eneiny —imparializm and capitolism-—how in
actial fact they are comrades in dhe sime
strupgle. We beliewe in the old Marxian conospt
that a nation who oppresses another nation can
never itself be free, [t is very important that the
Boitish left stress this point and impress thia
point upon the British working elass. Asthe
atruggle develops, [ think that this solidarity
shoukd toke & more positive physical form by
sending if pomible arms, equipment, medical
supplics, ete. to the comrades in Treland,

As rogirds the Irish section of the population
in Brituin, it is very very imporant that they
ahould be orpanised, and this falls within the

scope of the British left, since there 18 no [rish

organisation which can dos this. We welcome and
support the crention of The Irish Selidarity
Camgpaign in Britain o5 3 way of mehilising the
frish workers as o step to getting through to the
British working class.

OEL&E na ndireann—Irish Volunteers
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a tupamaros

The manifesto of the Tupamaros which we print
beelow was read put in the Uruguayan parliamant
by Senator Zelmar Michalini. The latter stressed
in his own remarks that he was totally oppossd
ta the methods i.e. violencal of the Tupamaros,
though he shared sorme of their aime. The fed
Mofe dogs mot share the Sanator’s qualms
regarding armed struggle and in printing this
diocument reaffirms its soliderity with the
comrades of Tupamaros. & more detalled
analysis of the politico-economic situation in
Urisguay and the effect of the Tupamaros will

be appearing in the next number of [ntermationa/,

the bi-monthly theoratical journal of the Inter-
mational Marxist Group, British section of the
Fourth Intemational.

Everyone knows of the exthangs oroposal we
made to the Gowernmant. Everyons alao knows
of the Governmant’s rresponsible reply.

While the Gowernmeni was mifing the peopla
that it wes not prepared o nagotiate with
eriminals” . b1 was secretly knitisting negotiations
Aith ws at one teme itwouald 70t agree to oul
teimis, ot anather it would shandon them mid-
£LrEEm

The paophs were not informed, for axampls,
that |ust ro the deadling ran out, the chiat
of police, Colaned Rivero, prevented the judge,
Dr, Diaz Romed, from suggesting to a mediating
commitiee that the desdling be extended by 72
hours in arder 0 continws negotiaticns oeer
Mitricne and sz Guomide, ;

Mor were the prople 10dd that high-raning
police officars with the Minister of Cultune had
intervened in the Punta Carretas negotiations,
witen the Goverrment sccapted a proposal that
kldnapped forsign officials should be exchanged
for student priscners, the others brought to frisl,
snad @ manifesto published.

The lived end personal sfety of our prisofers
hiave been jecpardised, not in defence ol any
high principle, as has been allaged, but &5 tha
result of an infamous end wretched piece of

hagaling. This then was the so-called “principled™

conduct, and this the peopls were not wold

Im the maantirne, they launched an unprece
dertad campaign of repression agamEl Gur
arganisation and the peopla as 2 whale they put
the eountry on & war footing, brought trooms
into the strents, breaking into thousands of
hiomes at all times af dey and night, ireading
hnspitals, schonls and colleges, sports clube
and chusches, They mrppresséd - this time
formally —the few indivichual guarantees still
laft to ws; they armestad and Bumiliated
thousands of citizens; they cldsed down the
secondary schools; they clhamoured {in the
most high-flown language| for the use of
torture, Selfing information hasbeen made
official, and millloss of "pess™, which-the
wiorkars have systematically been denled) have
baen paid to the stool-pigeons. Through the
press an unprecedented smear campaign and
reign of terror have bean unlmashed, They have
turmed heseen and earth upside-down.

This is nat the first time they have attackad
the peoplie and their organisstiona. Thay have
baen doing it for mearly three years, During
this time they have clossd down daily naws
papers, dissolved political partes, forced down
the weork ers waoges, held thousands of Uroguay-
&4 In prigons or barracks, snd beaten up and
assassinated stedents and workers in the most
cowardly manner, astablishing torters 85 a
riopmal and regular procedure, &3 parliamant
itself has been abba to werily, Thay have
censured daily newspapers, brosdcasts and
pamaged quated from Artigas” | they have for-
hickhan the use of certain words and songs,
they have intarfared in education and evary
pspect of culture, Thay have parfiament, the

constitution and individual and collactiva rights
under their thumb; like traitors, they have sodd
the country to foreign interests, closed down
wnlons, and prohibnted de fseto any union
nctivity, e,

Al this, of coursa, has bean porpetrated in
the neme and defenca of a social order and way
of life, The order of this minority which has
takan possession of.our country and isaxphoit-
ing the mass of the population 19 the order of
unproductiee iatitundo whilch condemn: the
rural peassnts and the small prodascers 1o
remain on the borders of poverty. 1t & the order
of the great banking octopi with their finenciers
and administrators, police chiefs and the poncing
thaewing politicians; the order of unomploymant
and oy chasilings; the order of the youth
denied any goal, foroed into delinquency or
emigration, and wining and dining in Punta del
Ezin™ ", it is the order which tosses old people
and pensioners into poserty and oblivion,
whire the poor die in hosplial of starvation fust
a4 In the Colonla Etcheparre; the order of the
Uruguayans with no roof over their head, no
culture, no salvation, nowork ;) the order, in
short, of 8 minority which grows rich at the
pxpenie of the aiffering of & great majority.

It is against this social order and this life-
styla that we rise up in rebellion; awd ouwr
rebellion cannot be stifled by rasds, nor by
Truth druegs, mor by informers howeyver highly
paid.

Gentlemen ol the Gowernment: onoee agein
you have made a mistaka; onos agasn you bawe
beteny irresponsble,

The present-day situation in this country
demands palitical, economde, and sacial sofu
tions, Reprassion is no answar, We hopa that
now, hiawing mobilised all yvour avallable forces
against us, and having utilisad every imaginabde
pofice method, you have understood once and
fowr all that the Mationsl Liberstion Movement
i= not a gang of criminals. The MLM is nothing
othar than the srmed politesl organisation of
the students, the warkers, the employess, the
rufal wege-arners, the intelbectuals and the
wnempdoyved ; In Swerl, of all those sociil sectors
which are exploited s discarded by your
order of Injustice,

It is from these sectors that wa draw our

mifitanis, In thase sactors wa organise and have
our basa. And it is in detencs of the interasts of
these sectors that we struggle.

Thera is no need for vou ta look béyvond this
country for explanations 1o define and classify
ug; Our gtru pofe 15 the netural and logical continua
tion of the struggle of our most wworthy prede
messofs, and we ute the means most seited £o thae
histosical mament = which we liva,

O fate lles in B barrels of our clandestine
NS fst &1 yedterday it lay on the points of
the larnced we Tought with in the hills, but with
this difference: yesierday our victories were
takan from ek, today this can no longer be
done, For today is clearly and definitivedy
against youw. Mow it is a matter of the
dispomexind massas conscioudy antering
history in order to forge their own destiny.

Ard our programme comes from these
tectard arel thes historical tradition, Wa balissa
that this countrg’s problems will be selved when
the land s &t the srvice of society a5 a whola
and not of a handful of privileged people; when
wa produce the weealth that should e producad
and uge it 1o serve the peopla's needs: whan tha
land is and remaing, as Artigas wanid more
then 160 yesrs agn, at tha service of the most
wergtoched: when monopaly capital of tha banks,
Industry and commerce has bean aradicated,
and wten these three kay sectors of the national

economy are &t the srvice of the workars and

i,

manifesto
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the peopls &5 8 whole; when those contemptizie
strimgs ying us to foreign exploitation have
been cut and we develop a patriotic and muly
indnpendent foreign policy; when the right of
gvary persan to g roof, to good health, to work
and to a culture is realised—a right that at
present exists anly in theary but which el
become & reallty whan the riches which teday
are channelied soroed, into lusuries, sproula-
tion and unprodustive activities, are returned
to the people; when all the money gained
fraudulently in big political and aconomic
settloments 3 returned to the peopla and the
country a5 s whole, and the ones guilty of
thase crimes are punished; and when the
wiorkars can genuinely fulfil the rola which is
theirs by right, of determinkng their own
destiny and that of the country.

Thess are the genecal lines of our peogramme,
The same things hase been Samanded Tor many
years by the most representative populas
organisations.

Chir atruggle will not ceass until this becomes
remality.

In the name of these axplaited sectors of
saclety | in the nene of our historical traditicns
ard in the name of this programemne, e say to
.

We ng longer have any respect for your p-rder.
W no longer accopt our candition as marginat
human beings, Mow we demand the rthtlm
forge our oan destiny, snd the weapons in our
hends guarantes us this right. Some tims 3o
the Urupuayan people decided to bagin to
respand to the biows that were being dealt. The
wear of represson will be answered in the anly
possible wiry ! by our revedutionary war, This t5
our task,

Lasthy, and a3 a demonsiration of our dizsite
to spare the country from suffering which
nobody wants, but which we have resclwed to
priclerma—far this we heug our reassns, oo

arms and our martyrs—we publicly declare thal

We aro resdy to discus a casation of
hastilitins for 8 perlod of time in order ta seek
ani ngremment on the fallowing points:

1. The release of all political prisoners.

2. The restitution to their posts ol all those
disrmiaged from their offices and the compen
gation for all earnings deducted fram the
workers for trade union sanetions.

3. The alimination of all wage-fraéza laws
ardd dacraes. i :

4. Tha cessation of all 2518 of intarsention,
asparially those directed agalnst educational
inatitutions,

5. The restitution of all Individugl and col
lective rights and guarantess violated by the
prasant govarnment.

G, The elimination of all the reactionary ni
regresdlve measuras adopied by the present
qurerr et

W st say (0 adwvanca that under no crcus
stances do we AoSERT By BEEUMEnt regarding
our prssession of arrms and the existence ol o
organisation, as wa consider bith to ba the onl
guarantes that the pecple have in the last
imEtance,

Wa are therefors taking this initistive public

Mow it isup th the governments i it accept:
we shall negotiste and fulfil our part of the
Sreaments,

1 it refusas, it will hiwe chosen war, and in th
caga: "IF YOUR HOMELAND CANNOT BE
FOR EVERYBODY, THEN IT WILL BE FOR
NOBODY"™. This is our battle oy,

Thila iz all.

TArtiges; 17461825 Uruguavan hera of tha
war of indaperdance against Soa,

*"Punta el Eata: frterna bongl SUmMmer fasers
for the moh—Urugeey & eguivadant of Cannes

Austria collaborates with Persian gestapo

(I the moming of Wedneaday Sih Decembai
wrme &0 Persian stade gz Trom sanous unkverse-
Lies i Austria occupled their embassy here in®
Wihen. The zclion was in profest against the
recent Kidnapping in Teheran of a Persian
stadent, Rezal, whohad travelied o fran asan
interpreter for Ammesty Internalional in e
company of ¢ Germen '!||'.1.'_':.'|_-1'. B, Heldrrginn.
'['ha_'_.' wers to illl!-:nlignl.u-. '!'lrih-::-u comditions and
t.l]'rp-.l-:::l':,-' hail the |'|r-.=|:'.|:Ii-.:'| o miernationl
|,

Whilststudwing in Ussrmmimy anid Ausiie
Rezai bl been active with the *'Confederation
Iramischesr Soidenten™ and had agitated against
the regime of the Shath. He was kidnapped by
the SA VAT {the Parsian Secrel Police). He s
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tortwred in prison and alénpwith 14 others may
well be executed

The nectpation of 1he embassy listed T
hours. The students barvicaded themselyes i
and when 1he police arrived they arrested atl 40

~with greal brutalicy; As they lett the huilding

puch prisoner was phaetogrophed oy o membsr
of SAVAC,

The 5A4% A0 has heen active Tor soms time
in 'Wizn, For insiance, two yaars apo doring the
annunt visic of the Shah there were nassive
demonsirations. The SAWALC atempied to
kidnap three Persian studeats odtsids the
university. They were thwarted only afier bitter
sircet fighting, One SAVAC and one studen
were arresied, The public seandal lasted 9 days.

The 40 demeistralors are sifl held by the
police. Their fute i a3 yet uncertain, No
guaranter has hean piven mminst extradition...
tartire...death.

In the afternoon ) alther Pedsian stiden s
bepan o hunger strike to draw sttention Lo lhe
plight of their comrades, As part of the amtation
i Lheir suppoct we are |1r3.1nlilr'.g LoTmmar pow
{Decamber | 11h) o demonstration againsl the
Iranian Embassy and the Polic: Headiguarters.
[he whale Ausirian fft is being mobilsed.

We are writing primarily 25 a plea for solidar-
iy, We sk you, is soon as possible, lo organcse
darmoisteations appinst the Avsteinn and [ranzan
Embasaies; to publish articles aboul Persian
Fascism and ifs aelivities i Europe; and generally
{es 1i5e all the mesnsavailable 1o pressurise the

Austrian Gosernmmen! ol 118 cCOflaDaraLion
with the Pargian Gostnpe.

The prisoness tenst be fTeed.

Yeuu can gend telogrums of pratest (o

Dhar Ohezaresichishe Bundeskameler Bruoa
Boreieky, Bisndes Ranzleramt, [OT0 Wien,
Ballhavtplote 2.

and telecgrams of solidaricy oo
D= Trandsche Stedenten, elo WESTO, 1010
Wisn, Wardertippase 64

Bt Front!
SPARTAKUS - Wienny, /o Fakob Mitieis,
Theohialdgasse 155, A- 1060 Vienna.

lelaphoae: 0222157 597342



s Commlly Firwt became wecretary of the
Puad CF_ be wmid that the revoll of the Polish
s=iem prmboined, of course, af Porman, had
e pustefard and that the men agamst whom
Sy Bad sevodied would have to go, It has taken
S Fouripen yean to grasp the profundity of
ha EpvEwni

Carmied to power by & mas movemens
smpumalieled in breadth, Gomulka pledped thar
sicisin democracy which had been fiquidated
= peevious years would be reestablished, A vear
swter @ 1957, the army and police crushed
workers strikes and the best clements in the
Farty who had supported the 1956 movement
¥or worken' councils were purged. In 1965 the
communist miditan s Kuron and Modzelewdki
were imprisonied. In 1968 4 savage repression
Wit meted oul to the militant students who
were struggling for socialist democracy. In the
end the arevy had to massscre anarmed workers
for Gomulica himself to be kicked out of powar,
The least one can say is that workers democracy
has clearly not been sstsblished!

Economic Failures/Decrease in Living Standards
Gomulka had also promised that the economic
growth of the goustry had to be increassd in
oeder to improve the Hving standards of the
Puolish people. In the economic field as well, the
record has been ane of complets failure. The
productivity of labour is still low and there iz s
criminal waste of the economic surpluses. From
1961-63 the Polish economy lost 21 millkion
zlotys, something had not been foressen in the

lan. The objectives of the 1961-66 Five Yeas
F‘mn were oaly partially realissd: 57% for new
products, 44% for mechankstion and 29% far
aomisation. During the 1966-7] Five Year
Plan the'investment did not keep pace wiih
population growth. This meant amerous
redundancies to be able to find o place for
¥oung people newly arrived on the labour
murket. The prices of foodstuffs whers thars
ape grave shortapes rise at repulsr intervals, The
fconomic and politicl balance sheet of
Gomulks is a complete failure. Will Giarek
doany better? At Ersr sight il scems that
history is repeating itself hut only ot first sight:
afler the experience of 14 years” “Gomulkaizm™
the working class seems to greet the departure
of (rormmlka with the mme indifference as the
arrival of Gierek,

Reformess, | .

Without going into detsils ahout the way these
gontlemen are thinking we can sy with cerfainty
that the whale Polish buresucracy is united in
tyinking that reforms are necessary. It must
curry out the feforms to preserve it power and
privileges: if it does not ameliorzte the sitnation
1t runs the risk of being swept away by popiilar
discontent. On the other hand the experience of
reforms carrled owt to date shows that while
they are conducted by the bureaucracy in its
own interest, they neveriheless engender an
anti-burcaucratic dynamic. Here are two
examples:

I. To carry out reform properly some discussion
has w0 be allowed on the problems of the
economy 83 & whole, 10 very difficult io
pravent this discussion spilling over into other
aspects of socal life. The resultant politicisation
¢an shake the burcancratic monolithism, since

it encourages the masses, particularly the worker
msies, (0 take an interest in their own
problems. Furthermare, in specific conditions,
fuch u liberalisation can immediately put in
prucess & widespread eritique of the buresu-
cratic system, a3 wis the case In Caechoglovakia.

2. In every country of the Exstern bloc, central
planiing has permitied the development—by 5
con scious break with the laws of the market—of
setors which would not have stood any chanes
of development if capitalism had been maintained
in these backward cour tries; in the Popular
Democracies these sectors have been considared
social priocities: in addition to heavy industry,
which is well known, among others sccomme-
dation, transpart, p:auij-:a]]f- free health servics,
free education open toall . . . We shoulk
remember toe that the svstem guaranteed to the

wirker wage stability {if"s true thal this means
nominal and nof real wage stability) and
security of emplovment. The reforms by intros
ducing the aiteria of “profitability*” (enterprises
will be judged on the difference realised between
cost and sale price’) bring about a ten dency for
the destruction of these conguesis. 1f an enter-
prise mainfains o creche for workers® children,

it will tend to lead to the abolition of this as an
unproductive expense. Job and wage security

is similarly meanced: every time that the revenue
of the entarprise is lowered, decreased salarics
ar unempoyment will resuli. A gumber of non-
profitable entorprisss close down, and
unemployment reappears. All thess phenomena
already exist al this time in Yugoslavia.

Many similar examples con be quated {for
instance the extraordinary increas: of rents) b
What one must understand is that the working
class will fight Back nzainst everv aitack on
their social conquests. Thiz fight has already
bren started in Yuposizan where the increass
in strikes hns been phenomenal

.. . Who Are Not Necessarily Liberals
Although the new Government team in Polund

vmises to make reforms just as in the case of
F:x choalovakia, it is important not o argue by
analogy. In Crechoslownida just the sume the
whole of the bureaueracy agreed that reforms
wore necessary, In practice, however, a section
of the buréaucracy [the “conservatives”)
sabotaged the doy-to-dsy application of thess
reforms. [ was this ssction of the bureatcracy
which was most intimately bound up with the
Novotny regime. The section of the bureaw-
cracy which wanted to put the reforms into
practice (the *Tibarals™) was then forced to
allow a political critique of the Novatny

pericd and to pides heéfvy reliance on a mobili-
sation of the masses to chase the conservutives
out of office. The liberals opened the road 1o
refurm by a kind of retarded version of the 20th
Congress, We alrendy know how this Prooass
drew the Czech masses into political action
forcing the Kremlin bureaneriey to dntervene in
the oame of the international intorests of the
bureavcracy. Again we come across the limits
of the reforms which we mentioned oar liar,

What is peculiar to the Palish situation is
that the ['ui:':h leaders have already gone through
their national experience of the 20th Congress
{ the movement of *S6) and of the ACCOM panyving
dynamic (the organigation of the warkers in
sovicts, farmation of g wirkers” mibi e, the
wenkening of the buresucratic monaolith). It
seciis that compared with elsewhere the Polish
leaders cherish fewer illusions about the “inter.
iationalism’ of their Soviet brothers they
know very weoll that if they lose control of the
situation they will very quickly be persnaded to
agk for the aid of their sister arinies,

Su if two distinet groups within the guvern-
g beam can be distinguished, they do not
conform to the liberalconsarvalive dichotomy.
To give 8 brief characterisation, we have:

The Technocrats- the techmicians of the
economy with the responsibility for working
out the arganisation of the refarma aid upplying
them. The echnoceats are grouped around the
new first seorecary Giorek,

The "Partisans"—the group which controls the
leadérship of the militia, political pelice: aid
ey, in short the whale of the repressivg,

Statement issued by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International,

The Polish warkers who have bean on
sirike in the shipvards agalnst the Apead-
up, sackings and ncresss In food prices
have been victims of beutal represtion by
the bureaucracy which folt ftsslf at Bravy.
Forgetting the solamn promis=s of tha
Bth Plenum of the Central Committes of
the Polish CP. of Novembar 1866, which
proclaimed the right to strike and TEjEE-
tod the tlanders according to which
“hoollgans™ were responsible far “intere
uptiont of werk'" and “digturbances™.
the bursaucracy now labels the Polish
workers in precisaly thoss terms whieh it
refuted

Bﬂﬂl.l“ of ﬂlilp It implh:iﬂ',r mw-“'“!
hat it oW raerH seiarme Hee o o o F & S

according to which a “small handful of
=tudents and Zionists™ ware the only

ones disconted with the regime, does not
cofrespond with the reality. It is the
labouring massas, above all the working
class and in perticular the young workers,
whao are fighting to establish on the Basis

of o socialist economy, a democratic so
cialist regime in wihich the workers then-
salves would be the masters of the SN Oy
and the state. Thay would eliminats the
fraud and the waste created by a ttubborm,
privileged and inept bursaucracy. The fact
that #he demonetrators at Gdangk, Gydnia
and Ceenzin sanyg the ‘Internationale’ and
that the police and tha army repreased
thess demonstrations in the most brutal way,
demonstrates the gop which sxists bebwaen

apparalies prouped sround the former minister of
the interior, the sinister General Moezar, Among
this group not infrequently “comrades™ can he
fourd who are motivated by purely nutionalis
kdenlogies, antl-intellectuslism and anti-semitiom.

WeTe not geing to delve into the personal
ambitions of members of the two s=ctione—lar's
simply note that each ssomis to fised the other
No power can maintain itself by brute force
alone, so the “Partizans™ need the lechnocratic
personnel Lo realiss reform. At the same time,
the techrocrats need the “Partisans” sings they
need a strong police foree and army to SUDrass
any mobilisation of the working class against the
attacks on their standard of living,* Another
factor specific to the “Polish road™ a1 the pregai|
tirme i8 the strictly econormic level of the last
strugeles. 11% thus different from the Crech
moveimenl in- 1968 and even from the [956
Polish events. Undoubtedly this lack of a puliti
cal perspective hus enabled the burssucracy to
limil the moverment more eqsly. The roots of
this lnck can be found i the check of the move-
ment in 1956: the Polish working class will not
readily involve itself in new “political” strugeles
without having 2 guarantee that they will not
be exploited by 2 section of the hireaucracy
which wishes to take power for itsslf, Thia
question poses the whale problem of the orni-
saticn of the Polish proletariat on un indepen-
dent propranme,

It's to0 soon fo say precissly how fong
lasting the new regime will be, But one can g1y
straight away that the contradiciions caugad by
the burenucratic framework of the reform will
not be long befoge they break to the sarface in
 frash outhurst. The most probable hyphthesis
in the light of what has been deseribed here is
that it won't be libernlisation which will be the
fundamental Betor in the resumption of the
slrtigpic.

Inugoing onto the streets of Gdansk and
Szezecin the Polish workers have affirmed their
detesmination not to leave the question of their
Iiving stundards to the merey of the bureaterats
who are conseinug at most of thencreass in
price of French Cognac (ome-third of o warker’s
wagesl. There will not be any solulion to the
canomis problem of the popular democracies

the bureaucracy’s

problems

Gomulka’'s removal

will not solve

o

TANES TN POERAN, 1956 GOMULK A RISES TO FOWER ANDPLEDGES REFORY

% fong as decisions are not taken de T tically
b the whole of soclety, The restarting of fhe
eaonohty, the liberation of all the potentialities
af the economic system firet of ull d=mand the
demoeratisation of political and soclal life, the
taking of decisions by the working cliss, the
abuolition of barenucrstic privileges and the

stube spparatus which defends them. The bureau-
Lcraey remaing trapped ina contsadiction: i i
does not carry out reforms, it will be swept
away by a revolution; if it reforms and ar the
5ame time attempts to preaerve its privilepes, il
will sooner or later provoke an ant-buregucratic
movement. The bumeauceats in every country
will socner or later learn at their expensc tha
thera i no paih to sconomic reform thetd ses
pot involve politieal revolution,

~In Poland, as in the other Popular Dempcra-
ches, political revolution is inevitable,

*If thers were "liherals" among the technocrats
whe disliked the alliance with the Partizans, the
Gulansk ewerits have peobably convinesd them
b paids ower these comg@derations,

i

TANES [N GDANSK, 1970 GOMULEA FALLS,
BUT THE BATTLE 13 ONLY: JUST BECINNING.

dictatorship.

The Fourth Inmrnational expresses totsl
solidarity with the Polish workers, studants
and ntellectuals struggling for the anti-
buresiscratic palitical revalutlan wimch will
consclidats the foundations of socialism b
Polamdd, foundations which are bRing
undarmined more and more by the bureay
Eracy

Wa denounce the viclous repression sgainst
the workers and the bankruptey of a regima
wihich dares call ite=lf “communist’ sed which
apens fire on strikers and on worker amd student
demonstrators and in this way gives the best
possible help to the amassin Franco, wha can
nenw coiter his own erlmes by those of the
Polish burenucracy.

We call upon all communist militents b

to the democracy of workers councis, i me
USSR and in Eastern Ewrope. This is the
only way of overcoming end transcending
the tarrible disgrace that Stalin ond his
succasanrs heve inflictad on the name of
communlzm,

We call upon all revoluionary militants
to demonstrate everywhers in tha warld,
their solidarity with the Polish workets in
thair sirupgle, without in any way
confusing thelr bannars with those of the
anti-commaunist. capitalist and without
making any concassions to those whao
concedl and justify aggression against the
Vietnamnsn people and the repression
amaingt athar victime of lmparializm,



For the feudal landlords, the big bour-
geoisie and the Pakistan Army, the result
of the December Tth General Election
is & much bigger shock than the aftermath
of the cyelone which left nearly a million
dead Bengali bodies m its wake. It was
widaly expected that Sheikh Mujibar
Rehman and his Awami Leagoe would
win an overwhelming majority in East
Pakistan. a

In the drcumstances the Awami League has
won virtually every seat in the East which gives
it 5n overall majority in the aew Constitueni
Assembby. However, whnt must have come as
& EVER Jraver surprise to the rslisg cings 15 the
election results in West Pakistan, where
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto's PPP. (People’s Party of
Pakistan} won an sverwhelming majonity and
hias virtually destroyed the Muslim Leagoe i the

rty which established Pakistan) a3 a political
]I::r.:;: i West Pakistan. The General Election
resull thesefore represents 2 crushing defest Tor

the reactionaries in West Pakistan and a tremens
dous victory for Bengali nationalism in-East
Pakistun- But while there 5 no doubt in ony
one s mind that that the masses overwhelninghy
rejecied the reactionaries, at the sume time no
socialist con affor] 1 lave any ilhsions regard-
ing either the Awami Leagus or the PPP, They
are boih thorowghly borrgetis parties and will
be unable to implement even the mesd modest
reform as promised in their preelection rhetioric

Mujibur Behmian—The Paper-Tiger of
i

The rige of the Awami League s undoubrediy
due 1o the inability of the left b0 understimd
the importance of the national geestion in
Bengal, By the time rhe leftisls had begun to
come o grips with the fact Thnt East Pakistan
was a nes-colony of the Wesdérn pari o Lhe
enimitey . they were a il too lnte. Mujib had
already spent some Lune i prisoe becisse of
his agitateon on this precise queston, The &=
paoint charter of demands on which be sz
been compaipning represenis the progromeme of
Lhe I:J-.-l'-p_ul b:*ljraf-l:':i-: amd a5 such visualises
the Central Government dealing only with
Defence and Forempn Affaim. 11 demands “ o
separile bul freely converlible currences for
the (wo parts ol I_h: country ™. the Hﬂﬂ of the
prowinces o laxation and revenpe collection,
thé-separute dccounting of foreign exchanps
earnings for the two different parts of the
couniny and the s Hing up of & militia or pars-
military Torce for East Pakistan, What Mujibus
Behman b= demanding on behalf of the aspiran!
tourgeoisic of East Bengal i3 an equal shore of
the capdtalist cake

Wil the Pekistan Armyand the capitalia
barong of Wear Pakistan allow thess demands 1o
go through? The snewer is guite elear by ni, What
will probably happen is that in ihe shari-tesm
Mujibur Beluman will be allowed 1o incresse
East Pakistan s percentage of import and expar
licgnces and will be sllocated.a lirger share of
forelgn capital investment, These are the “con-
ceggiond”’ which the Army will be prepared to
make i the cognmyg Tew months 1§ Behman
sccepts then, e will be allivwed fo siay in
pover, IF pot, it will be bock to husiness as
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PAKISTAN

After the December election, what next?

wstial in the shape of the Army. OF course there
i iy demieht that i theevent of unother mudl-
tary cowp there will be no holding badk the
immense griesances of Banpal and the desre
for an indepandent Bengal will increass a
husbred-fiald. What follows will depend on
whether Bengali revolutionaries sucoeed in
bsilding & vevolutionary organisation lo pose
{lve question of state power. I the politic)
teiclership remaing in the hands of e Awomi
Leapue, the result will be vel another betryal.
The Awami Lespue’s eader is guided Tirst by
ihe global indzrests of American imperialisn
and secudly by Lse mge to eplace West
Pakistani capitalists by Bengali capitabsts. And
a change in :llfi-]:u gsanrd is not exactly what East
Pukistan needs al this parbeniar momen)

While the Awami Léague’s viclory [epresonis
o sap-on the face of the ruling dass by the
Bengalr masses, the iter will dscover ths
a) o dlap alone is nol sufficient and b) they
will hawe o kick the Awami League ax well. The
el period which i unfolding in Pakislan today
u.uﬁe ihe imoat vital period in its history and
in this histony (he pole-of Bengal &5 pivotal, An
independent sicilist Bengal recognised by
China comld be the spark whach cowld ser alight
the whole Indian sub-coartivent snd pave the
way ton period of protracted and uneven
sliugales throvghout South Asa. This process
the United States will try and preven i from the
very begininimng. They will try and ensurs 2
peried af élected government in FPakistun o bry
arwl stémn the cide, They will even iry and pres
ihe Pakistan Army 1o make concessions fo the
Hengali bourgeoisio, but they will notsacceed.
They will not beable Lo interrupd the march of
ldatory.

Zulfigar Al Bhutto—Whose Grave Will
He Heally Dig?

The toisl lzck of 0 viable leflisi opposition to
the Ayub regime ond the-inalaibity of both the
pro-feking ond ihe pro-Moseow Factions of the
Matioml Avami Party o apposs ihe dictator-
shiip, wus one of the main reasoivs for the
meteuric rise of Lulfigar Ali Bt to 45 an oppo-
sitionisl. For seven years be had served Ayub
faithfully and the fact that e could enwege ai

ihe strongest oppoesitionis in West Pakistan
despite being tainted with his service 1o Avuh
shows clearly the bankrupiey of the traditional
left_partics,

The victory of Bhutio’s People’s Party is
in reality o sgn of the. fact that the masses in
Wesl Pakiston are determimed not (o o on
living in the sameé old way as before. In ha
rhet oric Bhotio offered them a new deal. He
'|:H'-'-r|1|'-.:-:f ui end 1o Cppresasnn, 'Pl.'l'"u':"‘l.t:r' aind
misery. He even talked in vague tepms ol Band
reform, of socind equality, elc. ele- His Sleft™
face, his “Teft™ voice vaept him 10 power in Che
citios of 'West Pokistan and in doing 0 smazhad
inie smithereens the riphi wing and semi-fascist
partics which with their talk of Islum and theis
acts of terrorism had petrified = section of the
left |mto virtual impotence.

But Wesl Pukistan it not onky changing in the
cities. In the countryside too there is & feeling of
chanpe i the air. That |s ane of the reazons why
many landlords hitched their sfar tirmly 1o the
Bhotto handwagon and have now been elecied
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e the Constituent Assembly, The lefists inside
Bhurio™s party are now comeng forward and
beginnng 10 rake sarious allegations of treach-
ery and betrayal in seme-public. Evidently &

lurge pneimber of socialists belonging to the P.P.P
ware encounsged by Bhuito (o court arrest

by spenly attscking the military dictatorship

of Yahya Khan, He assured them that he would
gei them oul befors the General Election. Soon
after they weps arpested. Bhutto made pacts with
bzading lanrdlords and distributed the seats
aceordimely, It is aets like this which cnse many
rmilifanis to remark thar Bhatio is o grvedipges
of sociulism pather than feudalissn. Only recently
Bhast i proudly boasted Lo a Times correspon-
cent that his victozy had “saved Pakistan from
{ormmianism.”

The change in the countryside is reflected by
the fact that in North West Pakistun, near the
eity of Mardan in Northem Hasht Nagr, the
peasants have been engaged in armed conflict
with the landiords. The peasants have resisted
all atrempts to evicl them and have had to fice
Sten pund and light machineqguns of the land-
frdls. T gorme Battles they have muted the
police on several oocasions g have suffered
sorme cagualties themselves. Over a-hundred
prasants kave been arrested, What is interesting
is 1hat one of the landlords, Niger Almed Bhan,
is a lening light of Mr. Bhotto's P.P.P Smzli
wonder then that the PP Ponewspaper Husse-
avwar has ignored the Haght Nagar bt tes sorm-
pletzly us has @ buli of botly the gevermment
and the opposition pres. Only Ssneber, the

organ of e militant Kissn Mazdoor Party
{1 Workear-Pegsan| |'i|r::|.'_|. has published
detailed TEpores.

Two, Theee, Many Hasht Nagars
Episodes such as Hasht Magar are Bkelv to
mulliply in the near future a5 {the more “ad-
vimeed " landiords are today attempting to
“misdernise’ their part of the cowntryside by
avigling the peasanl propoctors and replacing
them with tructors and agriculturat labourers,
The noxt period is therefore going o sse s
infenaification of strugelesin the countrysida
against the landlords. Mo matter what palitical
party the tacter aligned themselves with, their
end 12 not far off,

While Bhurto and Sheikly Muibur Rebmun
celebrate their pyrrhie victories they prefer to
forpel that There are many workimg-class mili-
Eanids in prisen in both Esst and West Pakislan.
Raja Anwar in West Pakistan and Mahbiabaliah
in Bast Pakistan, who have anly recently bean
relesased (ie. alter the slecuon)undemiard
hetter than mnst the real meaning of the General
Elsction, The reade union lesders who are in
prison for leading strikes will no doubi be betisr
prepared to sirigpls against the capitalist class
with added fervour ungs they are relessed, We
will seg whether or not he new governmend
releases the political prisoners, gunraniees trade-
union freedoms. allows the establishment of 2
Comimunist Party, removes the coths on the
Prisa and takes out of the atatute book afl the
repreasive repulatioas vidch bave axisted since
thee days of British imparializm and which have
been improved by the Pabistan Avmy.

The new constinen assembly has been piven
1 20 daye to frume o new constitotion. But it
has to be upproved by General Yahya Khan
betorg il i allowed to operate and it it is
agningl “the interests or the ideology of Paki-
stan”™ then, of course, the Ceeneral can reluse
o approve the nely Constjtution, dissalve Lhe
Assernbly 2id cafl a new General Election. With
Mujibur Beliman having won 2 complate
mapority af the seais, it is clear that he wall try
to reach aome sort of an “understanding” with
Yahya Khan and mayhbe ever svith Bhuteo, Thiz
“understanding”” whatever it is will sound the
death-knell of any lopes the Bengall nemssas
may have placed in thair leader.

The General Election has shown quils
J1|:|rr.-|:-ip;||.::-|.hl:|.' thal 1he |||'|i!_:r1i1.ﬂ.-. conditions
im besth piirLs of Pakiztan are rolien Ti].'l: for
socilism, The task of creating the necessary
subjective factor—a revolutiopary party of the
urban and rural proletariai—oonfronts the
sncialist left ms a stark necesity . Unless 1he
revolutionary lelt wakes up to this skl will
find that well-arganized fscsl perbies, ke (ke
Tarnast-i-falam, wdll mose i with g distoried
popithisl cheloric and it is possitle that in the
ihsence of wleft alfernative they could pose
themseives 15 0 credibiz tore, IF the Linted
Sintes decids to pressarise the Army toallow
8 period of bourgenis democratic gavernmeant

{in order to try and delay a mohilisaoion of the
oasaes) then ciaarly this peried should be -
lisad to try and creats the necessary suhjective
conditlongs—a revelitionary force with ils roos
in the wihan and rral prodetariat.
Tirrig Al
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USA . Lessons of the General Motors strike

“What's good for General Motors is good
for the nation.™

{Charles E. Wilson, director of General
Motors, Defence Minister in Eisenhower's
sdministration. 1953.)

The strike by the Americin workers of General
Motors finighed some weeks ago. The workers
of the biggest automobile giant have bean on
stnke gince mid-Septamber. Right fram the
start every prediction was that it would be o
long strke. I lasted two months: 59 days to
be miore exact

1. The outcome of the negotiation
approved by the delegates

The strike ended through the scceptance by the
.M. workers' delegaies of an outline agresment
witich must be concretised in a new agresmment
jointly sgreed upon for three year.

The negotiations had besn conducted by the
.M, managemeni and the team of nepotiaton
uppnh*td?u G.M. by the United Antomobile
Workers Union., The draft was spproved unani-
mously by the executive commities of the UAW
and the pegdtiating team.

Meanwhile the LUAW Pressdent Laonard
Woodeock took the precoution of saying while
nddressing 350 members of the G_M, Unjon
Council: I want to tell yoo that I'm nod
satisfied with this compreamise™, at the same
time adding “But there are times in the course
of the strugple when the pains made must be
weighed sgainst the hasdships inlicted on the
front line troops.” The G.M. Union Council of
the Car Union then approved the draft agree-
ment which had been sdopted by & majority
of four out of every five dabagates on the
12th Movember last.

2. The content of the agreement
The conient of the sgreemient has been described
8%~ the most expensive ssttlement that an
American company hat ever had 1o bear"

Very briefly, ithe conditrons sgreed on mre as
follows:

[. An imoresse in wapes, which will be 51 conta
{:ll;lptunnulclr 45 3d) an hour—a minimum of
44 gents end 0 maximim of 61 cents: The
average hourhy wape at G.M. is 4.02 dollacs

[£] 13s &}, The mcrease is therefiore 12.5%.
In addition to this immediate rise, there will be
an increass of 1[4 eents during the s=comd and
third years.

2. Anincrease in the retirement pension: the
spreement stipulates that the retirement pension
will be granted at the age of 58 during the
secontd year of the sgreement’s validity and from
58 for the third for srotkers who have com-
pheted 30 years’ service in the enterpdise. The
Eansu:-u will be 500 dollars {£210+) & month.

fder the old agreament the monthly pension
was only 10423 dollars for a worker who
retired at 55 and 165 dollars at 65 undsr the
B3MME CIrCUmStaNCas.

3. The restoration of the sliding scale. A “cost
of living™ escalator has been Introduced into
the agreemendt, that is a sliding seale without
lirit. From mow on wages will be automatically
linked to the consumplion goods prics index
und will undergo quarterly sdjostements in
pecordance with that index’s Muetustion,
Remember that the sliding scale hud been won
in 1548 but that the intraduction of a ceiling
1o these increasss in 1967 had strongly curbed
the buying power of the Goneral Motoss
worke .

3. Assessment of the agreement: varying
OpInIuns

A leading union militant has stated that the
new agreament would by the end of three
monrths mcrease wages and sockal benefity by

I 80 doflars per hour on average. An employers
delegate declored that the agreament pmi-m
for increases “substantiafly larger than the
predicted growth in productivity™ and has
described  the agreement as “inflationary™.
The bosses of other sectors fear that the GM,
agreement is *a dangerous preceden!™ and are
ripl prepared this time to ghare the opinion of
on ex-G.M, director ihat “What's good for
Ceneral Molors is pood fior the nation”, The
New York Stock Exchange his piven the apree-
ment 8 rathar cool welcome. Some etimates
put the finandal cost resulting from the agree-
ment &t about 2 million doflars for the thres
years of its validity,

_ Meanwhile this has not prevented Henry
Ford Il from saying that Fosd will follow this
miove and a similar ggreemeant without
increasing the price of 1971 models, A strike is
nob o be expected il Ford's then despite the
union s advanced wamning which expired on
Decamber Tth

The amessment mode by the employers-then
s ot S0 unanimous 83 it might seem at frsd
sight. On.the ather hand we must lake carefil

note of the opposition of a fifth of the Union’s
delegates to the agreement.

4, SOMe comparisons

These differances can only be understood il the
outcome of the agreement is compared with the
imitial dermnands.

I, Original Demand:; &1.5 cents (first year) + 3
{szcond wear) + 30 (third wear). Total: 1 dollar,
21:5 centz an hour,

2. Employers' original offer: 30 cents (first
veir) * 12 cents (second year) # 12 cents {third
veurk, Total; 54 cents.

3. Agrecmeont: 51 cents (firsr vear) + 14 centg
(second wear) + |4 cants (third year). Total: 79
ciy e,

The fmal apreement szems to be a com-
promise between the two proposals. At the end
of three yeara it provides howewer for an oicreass
which is nearer to that proposed by the
empl ?EIS. But as far o5 the first stape is con
cemned, the agrecimcnt ssems nearer the unkon’s
damand.

We are careful to gay “seems nearer”, For
the union’s demand was calealsted insucha
manner as to compensaie Tor the Lo of 26
cents an hour {14 cenis in Conada} theough the
appiication of the ceiling on the gliding scale, IF
thess Iﬁ_mnum'e deducted, only 25 cenis
increase in howrly wapes is left, which i not
such & very large rise. This somewhat qualified
then the victory galned with regard to the
sliding scale...

Ax t'musenainns the UAW demanded a pen-
sion of 300 dollors after 30 vears® service
without an age limit (2 worker joining G.M. at
20 conild retire at 50). The negotiation ended in
d compromise; an ags limit would be fixesl
(58 in 1971, 56 in [972). G M. hus calculated
that it can’t do without its moat experienced
workers overnight,

In conclusion

The GM. workers have fought well. Thair two
months’ strike demonstrates the advantage of
having & wellorganised umion at oae’s disposal.
Remember for pxample that after the manner
_Dfnummus uth:rlﬁmc:in:an unions, the UAW
is an “international” union in work f
all the dutomobile concerns m% arﬁn W
Cannda. Nevertheless the paine that the workars
of G.M. have won have heen essentially through
their militancy and in spite of 2 cortain number
of weaknessas in their union.

The principal weakness hos baen what has
brought sbout the long duration of the strike
and then its ending.

The strike fund of the AW wras in the order
of 120 million dellacs. Thia allowed a stiike of
eight weeks unless support cime from elsewhere,
That's exactly leow lonig the GM. strike [asted:
elght weeks.

The strategy of the “slective® strupgle
{chooging one of the three car giants)is the.
{:nl'u:ipn] stritegic woakness of the TTAW. The

Iniun leadership has in Gaet avoided striling
simudtanecusly the three large manufacturers
Ford, G.M. and Choysler. After having made a
ghow of preparing to atrike spaingt G.M. and
Chrysler, it abandoned the {fr;.r:.]:r objective
supposcdly through “a chivalrons spirit™? This
firm is in-fact-fess comppetitive than the others and
would nurfer more tidn them trom a strike.

In addition the abandoning of the ather
objectives has been avcompanied by an impor-
tant limit to the effectivencas of the struggle
against G.M. The G.M. factories which provide
parts bo other frms have not been affected by
the strike: if the other cir miants had had 1o
close scme divisions theough lack of parts
provided by G.M., wouldn't this have allowed a
grenter pressure to be brought to bear on the
LM, negotiators?

The TIAW lendership has avoided posing the
question i this fashion becavs: of the national
repercussions which o strike conceived in these
eerms would have.

It hus similarly avoided posing the questicon
of price and workers” control. GM. has alread y
made it known thet the price of ¢ars would
neredse becauss of the inorease in wages. In
1946 the Union dermanded an increass in wages
“without price increasea”™. G.M. then replied
that the question of the price was its concem
and oot the Union's. The UAW then retorted
by demanding workers' control over the
aecgunt books, This was st the time when the
influsnce of the Laft was strong in the Union,

The conditicons which characterised this
petiod are nol joined together today. But Littls
by litthe they are beglnning to fit into place,

There ase extremely interesting developments
taking place today inside the American workees
moverent which deserve the attention of afl.
socialists,

. Despirg

The message below was onl) afRE amomg rmany the Congress soproved, I et
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GREETINGS TO THE COMMUNIST
MILITANTS OF EASTERN EUROPE
Tha international conference of Europasn
rovolutionarles, metting in Brussele on the 215t
and 22nd of November 1970, to work out a
strategy for the struggle for a Red Europe,
sendls its warm greatings to the Communist
oppodition which fights agadnat burmaveracy and
for soclalist' deriocracy in Esstern Eurogps,

~to the ald Bolshevik, Major-Genaeral
Grigorenka, imprisoned In a mental hospital for
his heroic defence of eivil rights in the USSR:

—ta the young Leninist, bvan Jaklmovigh,
incarcaratod in the geols of Stalin’s succassors
for having dered to proglsim in the Red Souars
of Moscow: “Stalinism=No! Leninfm—"ps!"
=t the Polish Communiete, Jasek Kuran and
Karol Modzelawski, wiho embody the hopes of
the Palish Oetaber of 1966;

—1o comrades Wiado Mijanoule and Boznar
Borjan, leaders of the revolutionsry students of
Yugodavia, thrown into prison for having
defendad the soclalist conquesty of the Yugoslay
WOrlars;

=1a the victims of nao-Stalindst reoression in

Czachoslovakia, who have tought snoulder 1o
shouldar with the workars and students of tha
Epring of Pragus for a regime based upon the
axarcise of workers powes; |
wa 3and ourfratarnal suppart.

Your are the continuers of Bolshavism and the
Left Opposition to Stalinist usurpation. Your
struggle and that of your comrades in the
labour camps will tomorrow be taken up by
millions of workars, students and intallectuals
who will risa to smash bursaucrecy and re-
extablish proletarien demooracy,




RED STAR OVER SPAIN

it order 4o fesd the sconamic and |'.|r.'r||r.h:‘:EI
striggles in the factories. This sructura they call
The Workers” Frone From the very beginning
e ET A meilitants retuse to slbow trade-uman
reavcrats of the Sparish CF. tg |'.'|E|r1.i|:'||.'|a.|:‘.1
dhe front and try and dominate it bursguo g-
Iy a5 they do the Workees' Cosrmrn sgions. in
in areas. During the Febroary 15969 sirike
&he Workers' Front plyed a considerabie
d particularly in Bigcaye and Giposkoa
ere was the biggest Basguoe strike since
Iwing 50,000 workers. The strike

e fore the contradictions in the ETA
ich wis Brrpassed during the

LRI L) DR

b gt & the wanguard of the strugghs against tha
Franca dictatorshlp, The article that wa publish
below wias written after a discussion with some
militariis of the ETA who recently escaped fro
Franoo's jails,

BACY GROUND

The fiercs repression which has besn metad out
1o the militants of the ETA over several waars
and which reached its climax with the Burgos
trial, reveals berter than anything elss the
burning actuality of the nationsl guestion in
Spain,

1. The roots of this problem are deeply
embedded in Spanish history:

The Sponish bourgeoisia, becase of ity peculia-
rities and the specificity of the development of
capitalism in Spain, proved itself incapable of
schigving the tasks of the bourgeois-democratic
revolution in Spain st & time when they were
being achinwed by the ot
Eusoeps.

L] L 4

L

The Birth of ETA
In 1953 after agrearments had been ratifi
henwesn the Spanish State, the Vatlcan
Urited States imperialism, the Dasqus
{51 Party virtually ceased afl 1S scuw

It s in 1968 that the ETA appes
seeree. | 1 wies founded Dy yowng
whio had split from the youth o

Faced with the dangers of the y
Spanish working class barning and ass
the bessons of |t European comeadas, 1:h.-|¢_J -
Spanish bourgenisia made an allance wit :
reactionary layers of the landlerds and hid
behind & sirong dictatorship to ensune i1
continusd domanation, |1 is this historical
mcopacity of the Spanizh bourganisie to
fibarate the peasant masses from tha yoke of
faudalism, o unity the different nationalitbe
of Spain into one cohesive nation, in short, 11 &
this abartion of the bourgeods damocratic
revolution which represents the historical foots
of the problem of nationalities as it axists in
Spain at the presant moment.
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2. The bloody counter-revalution which
put into power the fascist Franco dictat-
orship has meant a further historical

regression in &l fislds. o

Sk 2, aa e took
In order to regssert capitalist domination v

- acH | atianal:
throughout Spain, the Franco regime carried f:m “-,:H,g-, Wi
put the mort ferocious repression against afl the givesn & furthe
differing naticnal charsciaristica of the popula-

Ish workers in Gra g
solidarimd itsolf with e
despatching a few woell-uir /
in the direction of the Spanid
Ciwil) in several Basque towns, FO
tirma they demonsrated concrataly
darity with othor fellow workers in Sps
Ay the Bth Congress hald in Sapiember
all the tendencies of the ETA wara ropeesen led
The nationadist fraction denownced the majority

sy to reacd Delray's
Tewoiution and 12lk about

uf a MLF aginst the Franco
analegy (& made between the Basqua
Wand that of nea-colonised prapies, but
Bractice the miliery sctiyity predominatss.

fion, including imprisonmant for those who
spoks Catalan or Euskara, and sven to the
axtant of erating names from streets and funer
stones. ;
The growing working class moverment whig
wias rising with new strangth from the ashes 88
tha severe defeat it had sufferad found i€ig
sible to get rid of the reformist carcass af
iraditional loadershig. As a result of thi
nalist organisations such as ETA have be

The Creation of a Workers' Front
Diuring the winter of 1967 the ETA militants.
craate a larger structurg (of coarse undarground)

D_
alila

for evolving towerds Marxism and attackod the
laadership far s “Egpanalismoe”, After haatad
debates the nationalist fraction was expailed at
the end of the conference, The fraction, very
srnall |n size, continued to use the name ETA
and was regponsibla for kKidnapoing the West
German official in San Sebastian, Todey this
nationalist fraction i3 linked with the old PNA
elarnents and with resctlonary Spanish and
Arrarican interests. The Spanlsh bourgaoiste
and Armarican imperizlism are both interested
ine usirg this “nationalism™ in an at=smpl o
stop the Tormation of a unitad clis front
including both Spanish and Basgue workars,

e dostsarids revolutionary Marxist
n o8 placa cusrnight, Tha
t [ A are today avoked ina
farch wrd discussion, Sorma of
pen favour of & revolutionasy party
mbrEcing the whole of Spainand vniting the
aanish working class for & sireggle egainst the
dictatorship of the bourgesdsie. Othars stress
the socialist character of the revalution and the
hegemony of the proletsriat in the coming
struggies. Today thess diseussions still continue,
ighat characterises the militants of the ETA
roday isan enthusiastic search for new idass
combinid with the #zet that fior them it is not
an acadernic question. They cannot affoed to
dabilale in ideas. Thay mova towards revolutio-
nary Marsize whila axpariencing the most
feroclous repression and displaying a fantastic
caurage In the face of theanomy, The ETA
militants gre 8- decisiva part of the nes revoslu-
tanary vanguasd which is today baing forged
in the Iberian peninsuls,

The revoluthenary movernent in Europs and
glsawhpre must try and play & decisive role.in
ereuring that lzko and his cormrades are releassd
It is cur responsibility 1o ooganise a campaign
of solidarity with the Burgos prisaoers. What we
are witnessing ara the opening shots of the new
ciwil war in Spain, which will continue until
capitalismy has been overthrown in Spain. Those
i betrayed this struggle in thi past, stand
axpoded before tha revoluticnary movwemant
throughout the world today,. The nes revolu-
tionary birganisations in Spain will not lat
Sralinism stand bn thefr way, Thay have taarnt
this lessan the hard way,

JETA stands for Eurkadi Ta Arketasuns wihich
gans. “Freadom for the Basgues”]

Then fallowing is the text of a lealler
chistribubad i1 Bercelona by our comrmies
of the COMMUNIENE grovp during e
recan tmass moelisanians Apart from
participaning activaly in these acticms,
the COMMUNTSWG militants themeeivas
Orpan e several large damonstneiians i
variows offer fowns in Spair.

YWORKERS! STUDENTS! COMRADES!

Ve, the militants of Cammunisma, call
far an accelaration of the struggle sgainst
tha judicial fares of Burgos and against
capitalist reprasson.

DAY WITH THE 5EX DEATH SEN TENGES
FREEDOM FOR 1ZIKO AND HIS COMRADES!
DOWN WITH THE STATE OF EMERGENCY
IMPOSED BY THE.REGIME OF ASSASSINE!

Adready wa are baginning to s=e quite claarly
the nature of the "'new’” and “prograssiva’
government, formad maarly a yaar agoe--a
povernment of Opas Ded, technoorats and
barikers and of tarted up Falangists. Like its
predecessors this governmant is a dictotorship
of assassins in the pay of the bogrgenisie and
of imperializsm,

This is tha damocracy that the capltalists
want for Spain. I was already on disglay at
Erandio and Granada, It can be sean today
in the tortures, the sgecial tribunals and othar
“lagal” methods. The proclamation of the Stote
of Ermergancy constitutes the |ast recoursa to
try and damp dovwen the mass struggke against the
dictatorship, and to facilitate the dystamatic
perezcution of the most ardent defendars of
working elass interests and the opprassad
layars of the Basgua pesple.

O again the responss which we ara

Text of ‘Communismo’ leaflet

giving o copitalist exploltetion and its political
oppression through our struggles unmasks the
manoepvees of the bourg=olsie, Our struggla has
obiiged the Spanish capitalists to bring forward
their sy political solution—THE STATE OF
EMERGENCY against tha workers and oppressed
massey.

Mo one stands outside tha class struggle, no
one is “innoeant”, The Garman consul haed
chosan his placs in this struggle just as much as
Militon Manzanas,

All mathods of struggle sre lagitimate against
capital ahd its government, which condamns to
rmisary and continually represses the vast
majority of the population. But som munists can
arly support those actions which drive forward
The mass movement and axtend (s scope, com-
bativity and organisation in face of capitalist
pewiet, The seizure of a hostage from imparial-
ism, avan if it show courage in the struggle
against bourgeois appresgion, leasds the masses
to have more confidence in axternal forces than
in thair own capacity for struggle.

OMLY MASS STRUGGLE OF THE EXPLOI-
TED AGAINST BOUAGEDS AEFRESSION,

—OMLY INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

WITH GUR STRUGGLES, WILL FORLCE THE

GOVEHMMENT TO LIFT THE STATE OF
EMERGEMCY AND FREE THE BASOUE
COMMALES THREATEMED TODAY WITH
DEATH AS A ALOODY WARMING TOQ THE
WHOLE WORKERS' MOVEMENT.

Conseguently, we ranaw the call of Covrinee-
s to extend the moss struggles (Stopnaped
and assembles in the factories, rulliss snd
meassive @otions in the Liniversity, rmobilisations
arid struggles In the sreat), in the most orge
nised and prepared manner, with fighting squad:
in oeder to reply 1o the repression of tha palice
with the violence of the masess. |

gy riliean e o CCommr e in
Baroalona, T December 1970




