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AFTER FEBRUARY 21

The Tories” anti-union bill has been
greeted with uproar in all sections of the
working cluss. The diary of protesl has
been as follows:

December Sth: 3500000500, 000 workers
sirike, against the advice of the TUC:
Jarmuary Tat; 10,000 workers strike in
Birmingham;

senuory 18th: 1 million workers we
imvolved in the TUCs “lunchtime
protest; about one-thivd of them also use
the dav to stop work eamplelelsyr;
February 21st; 140,000 or more workers
go on Lhe TUC demonstration in Londan;
probably 1-2 million are there in spirit;
this 15 higger than any demonstration
including the October 1168 demonst-
tion on Vietnam;

March Tat! at leagd 1% milion A UEW
workers strike,

But this militaney can quickly turn
nto apathy if there is no perspective and
no clearly discernible line of advance,
There has so far been no eoordination,
no comect national leadership, and a
complets alienation of the rank and file
from the official trade union leadership.
There has not even been any clear com-
mon ohjective, except “Kill the Bill™,
which may be a good chant hut i
meaningless on its own a8 a political
elogan. Why ull this confusion when thern
15 universal apreement that the Bill

represents a divect attack on Lhe working
class?

First, nobody has explained clearly
what “Kill the Bill™ might, realisticslly,
iy, It U5 utlerly misleading to woariers,
and can only lead to disillusion and
defeatizm, Lo convey the impression, as
the TUC has tried to do, that protests
and demonstrations, especially on Sun-
days, cin have any effoct on the Tories
al all. T'he only action the Tories wnder-
stand is action that effeclively stops
production. The reason why December
Sih, January 12th, Mwech 1st and March
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18th have not had effect on the Torles,
or will not have any effect, is that the
Tories know that the workers will be
back Lhe next doy. This does not mean
that these strilkkes should be condemned:
they should be encournged a2 1 move in
the right direction and used as an oppoy-
Lunity to show how far Lhe working class
must go to have any effect on the Tories.
The only attack which can have any
effact is an unpredictable attack, This
means that an indefinite genemal strile is
the onby answer. Any action short of
this, no matter what illusions are ereated,
will not produce any positive results,

The aecond question is what kind of
immediate results thore might be from
such sction. It is clear that the Torles, no
matter what action 13 taken, will not with-
draw the Bill from Pardiament. The
Tories might take one of two steps. They
might interpret the attack as a political
attack on the ponstitution and therefore
call for o national povernment with the
right wing of the ex-Labour Government:
ey e should imagine that this is
impossible. Or they might feel confident.
enough about the result of a genecal
election to decide to call one.

In the last few months we have seen
there are up ta a million workers who
would be able and reads tn gespond to a
consistent and correct political lead. But
no such lead exists Revolutionary socis
lists must work along with worker mili-
tants Lo hammer oul o correct political
strategy and identify ohjectives. Given
that these militants see the inevitability
of the current situstion of struggle, their
anly way to success will be to develop
connections with a revalutionary organi-
sation that ean eoordinate policy and
action nationally.

It is 2 lamentahle fact that at the
fiment no revoluticnary organization
has militant workers in sufficient
numbers strategically placed smong these
million or so militant workers, It would
only need, say, 4% of Lhis group to be

Phaoto: Gearge Snoee

connected to 8 revolufionary organisation
for thers to be a complete change in the
national situation and Lo create the
potentiality of o revolationary vangueard.
Seen in the context of the massive
demonsbralions against the Bill, the smalk
ness of the revolutionary groups is
obwious. Whether a particular group has
50 or 500 workers in its membership is
irrelevant. The absurdity of an arithmeti-
cal approach to recruiting workers to
revolutionary groups is shown when
compared to these demonstrations

Becruitment by such methods would be
likely in any case bo dilute the political
level of the organisation and theveby
decrease its effectiveness, T'o build a
revolutionary party more is needed than
an abacws. [L will involve a eonatant
process of splits, regroupment, fusions
and growth.

Az an immediate responge to the
prohlem, militants in particular geogra-
phical areas can form councils of action
to give a lead to, agitate and propagandise
among the mnk and file. They can also
put pressure on official union leaderships
Lo face the realities af the sifuation. Thes
These councils cannot fit into & uneersal
formula, In some areas the local Trades
Council mavy serve, In other areaz it may
be coordinated district committess of
individual trade unions, o just a collac-
tion of local convenors, stewards and'or
other representatives. 1t may be the locul
Confed unions. In areas where there is no
realiztic prospect of effective action

Postal strike
sold out

As we go to press we sce that the

; leadership of the Union of Postal Worke-

sl P hias finally capitulated to the
Tory government and has advised its
membership Lo return to e work without
receiving any guaraniees from the POst
(Hfice excepl that of a Court of Inguiry
which means absolulely nothing,

We have stressed from the very beginn-
ing of this strike that the immediate task
which confronted the UPW in the face
of their apalling strike fund situation was

4 b call for an extension of ihe strike and

to force the poslal engineers to join them
on the streets and on the picket lines.
This the hig misustache consistently refu-
gd to do and sugsestions by militants tha
unions cutside the post office had the
elementary duty to see that their mem-
bers refused to indulge in strike-break-
ing activity were brushed aside with the
retart that “this is our strike.’

It wasn't even nocessary 1o have solid-
arity strike action except from the POV
Engineers—their one day strike may just
have saved Lord Delacourt-Smith’™s skin
but it did little else than create illusions
amongst the P.O. workers—all that was
needed was to see that no parcels went
on lorries driven by T&GWL members,
that the same thing applied for British
Aail, that scab delivery messsenpgers
were thrown off all public transport, and
tastly that the TUC dug into its capacious
pockets and came ool with some real
ey —at least £2 million.

None of this was done and in view of
their role on this strike we can sec far
too clearly what they will do if they
comme up face to face with the Tordes on
the Industrial Relations Bill. They will
funk it, as they funked this one. “The
Tories will never divide the unity of our
great Union movement™ said Funky
Feather on Febuary 21. Now we can see
that they don't need to.Yes, certainly
Jones and Scanton have called oul their
Unicns against the Bill but what will
they suggest should be done once the
meen are out? What are the slogans, what
is the strategy? And why should anybody
think they will carry oul their slogans
when they have shown themselves incap-
ablz of giving any veal aid, of using their
Unions for the conse for which they
were created. in solidarity with a live

struggle.

through Lhe existing channels, a new body

may have to be formed from seratch

In any caze, the Coundils must not be
defensive hodies, They must take the
offensive, initiate action and provide a
political leadership for Lthe ronk and file.
They must carcy the war into the hossea’
camp, and they must provide o new o
cessible leadership for the workers In
time, this can be a step towards destrov-
ing the Tories and any other party which
supporis the existing structure of sovlety.

STOP-S5TOP PRESS:

The sellout by the leadership will not

go unanswened and slready there are signs

of a prodest from the militant rank and fle
workers who have been betragd  and who
ore premering to wage & struggle against this
bankrupt leadership. In the next issue we will
b cartying ineniews with leading militants.



for a revolutionary youth movement

Attended by 400 coalitants, the Spariacus
Leapue held its first conference since its founda-
tion, on the weekend of Feb. 20th and 2=t in
Londoa.

The lemons druvwn from nearly eight months’
activity and growth weere defined and discussed
The conference centred on the main fizlds of
work and posed the tasks which confronted the
arganigation, T onest, the fundumental issues
wers cloritied: in others it was obvious that the
problems shoeld continee (o be discussed within
the organization

The conferenice opened with n report on the
political situation in Britain snd the world, and

the specific role of the Sparlacus Leagoe us i
youth organisation, while the butk of e das
cussicn took place in commissions divided
iceording to fields of work. Both the pructicl
and theorztical stage of developiment af the
Spartacus Leapue could be ussessed by its
members. This revealed our basic political pos
thong on fundamental issues a5 well ag the need
to continue discession of other problems within
the organization at branch level,

Youth culfure
Ok the question of yourh cualmire, contributions

from commdes were very diverse, not only 0510

the suiure of youth euliure, bul also as to the
perspective 1t held, It was amphasized that our
anzlyss of the social composition of the youth
cultire mnvementi—which fog exarmple would
demonstrate that it is nol predominantly com-
posed of stodentz—is basic to g clasification of
these puints. Spartecus Leapue comrades waorking
in schools and with achool students have gained
gxperence in Uhs field. Cuer suppost of the
strugols aganst the represive and authaoritarian
sducational systern, which is linked 1o the
atbemipds among young people to build an
“alternative culture™ as ¢ substitute for the
sterile boargacds culture, was evaluatad in great
detail o the eommission on schools: Comrzdes

argued for an ongnlation towards srorking class
schools and for the buddinge up of wark and
schools prowps in towns, 2t the present stage
This discussion involved an analysis of past atti-
tudez and policy towanls the Schonls Action
Ulridem.

Wooiten

The coanmuission on wamen Hlsration tonded
ta revolve sround the question of which cum-
piimm and which dermands should bz pat Torward
by revolutionacy Marxists working in the move-
ment. Yhat thiz reflectad was the higly desree of
participation of S.L. comrades in Socialist
YWoman groups oo dolferent [ocadtios and a higher
level of experience in this work. We will pon-
lingue to stake our bagic position qm the class
natura of women’s oppression and continge io
develop vur analysis of the role snd nature of
the family in capitalisl secdely through wark in

‘the Waomen's Liberation movernent and organis-

ing educaticnal schoals

Imperialism
The struagle of the Irish poople against
Bratizh Imperizlism has decistrely been taken up
as our own strupzle hers, As revolubonarsss in
the oppressor nation itself, our task is to fight
our bourgeoise, A priotity hos always been our
atiuggie apainst Imperializm, but on the guestion
of Irefund has o spucific significsmes. The power
that attacks comrades and peaple fighting in
Tredun i based in Broitain and can only be
defeated hare. The Spartacus League will con-
finue to by active in the Trsh Solidarity Cam
paign.

The essential task of peneralismg and despe
aning the revolt of thousands of young peopls
agmnst tha Vietnum war over the lzst five vears
writl continue to he o priorty. LS. Imperialism's
intensification of attucks must be met by mas-
aive solidarity for the lndo-Chinese people s
struggle, on the Duy of Solidarity on Apnl 24t
The Spartacus Loapue is calfing on other ten-
dencwes (o participate m wmited solidanity
actions. Support of strupgles in other areas of
intense conflict—in the Middbe East and South
Africa —was reporied on and futore work was
planned.

Workers

The theme running throuph the entire con-
ference was the ceinral ele of the working
closs in all strugple o chunpe the social spaiem,
Floawing from this analysis was the basic tact
thaf the revodetionary party cannot be il
unlzgs bt has fem roeots in the workiog class,

As wrevolubionary wonrth organizacion, the
tagk the Sportacus Leapue faces in relation o
the voung workers is fo win thems re a revolu-
tiomary political pozition through a rejection of
Stulinism wd cefonmist pofites. This s how to
hadld a scrong revelutionary force within the
worleers’ movemen L.

To mohilise support far the working cdass
strugeles, the youth agunisation will carry ool
wonk among siudeats, engaping them in aclive
zolidarity — this has been our sxpenence diring
the Dock Sticke, on Thee. 8th, Jan. [2ch and
Frbruary 218, the postal workers strike—and
arnadg woune erockers and apprentices, who ane
won 1o youth arganisalion by the political
positions i takes in relation to struggles here
and Internationally,

Fallewing this extensive discussion in the
vounp workers” cornmissicon, the conference
Followed on with this central theme in the
reporl on oue stndant warks 1 s cur perspeciive
in relition o the working ol azs stragele fhat has
oron us student militunts, capable of analvsing
the precise natune of the smdent milicw and the
robe of their stroipgle inrelation o the working
class mulitanes

The discussions and decisions taken by the
conferener heve sehieved a clarification of ous
wark Tor the fiture, They have lso shown the
strenath of the oreanisation after uch a shirt
period since s Toundation,
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Since November last vear we have beent
reporting on the cleaners’ campaign to
organize themselves info the union o
fight for better pay and conditions, The
movement has continged to grow, and
newe of it sioeess has spread to other
parts of the country from London,
where members of women's and other
fefi-wing groups have been supporting
the eampaign by heiping to recruil
clearers into the union, orgarising sup-
port in coses of victimisation, ralsing
money, ote. As a result, May Hobbs of
the Clearers Action Group has received
many invifotions fo go and speak to
clepners and polenlisl supporters aboul
the compaign, which she has done with
great guccess, We are here printing May's
pecount of her speaking tour to York
and Loneaster organised by different
women s and left-wing groups from Sth
to 1 2th February,

On the Tuesday we travelled up to York.
The situation there is thal hall the
pleganers are in the anion and half not,
and at the first meeting, which was a
workers' meeting, there was this old boy
wivo hias heen rying o get the other half
unionised, When [ told him about the
way we had been ginng about 1t in
London, he decided he would do the
same, with the help of the students and
different groups, whoever wanted to
help: and the students said they would
stick up for him if he was victimised, In
the evening we had a meeting in King's
Manor in the town, which had guite a
gond attendance including some cleaners
and some new people who decided to do
some research, both about the cleaners’
sibmmtion and also unorganised factory
workers, etc. 5o il was guibe eneoursging
in York.

Then on Wednesday we wenl across to
Laneazter, and I spoke to some mombers
of the Spartacus League, On the Thursday
morming we wenl into the University,
where we tnet some caterers sitting
huddled in a cormer of the foyer eating
their dinner. 11 appears they had been
asking for a room to have their meals in
decently for four vears. When they were
soen talking to myvself and the students,
theyv were told by the supervisor and
manager not to talk to the students; and
a5 result of this they have now gol their
awn dining-room, to keep them isalated
away [rom the students who might
encourage them to get orgamised. On
Thursday evening we had a meeting in
York Houss with trade uniomists from
various factories down there, including a
contingent of cleaners, which | thought
waz very successful, and il woke the men
up to help the women. Because of the
incident with the caterers, we were alraid
the cleaners would be told not to sttend
the meeling on the Priday, which they
were in fact, and [ honeetly thought only
about fwe of them would eome, bul
over half—gixteen—of the college cleaners
furmed up. Thelr main grievance was not
over pay but aver their bus up the hill.

If any of vou have walked it, you will
know 1l 15 cather tiging even for young
paeople, let alane poar tired claaning
ladies and other staff, They told us that
during term time there was a bug Lhat
went up to Lhe University, but during
the holidays the bus stoppad at the
bottom of the hill, They aleo said it cost
them 378 veturn for this bus, and what
theyw wanted most of all was free trans-
port during holiday time and term time,
not erly for cleaning staff but all Lni-
versity staff, Another grievance was that
if a women was oul sick, they never gat
any cover money at all for doing her
The Red Malbs 8-22 March 1970 Page 4

work. And if they complained, they were
told that there were ather women
clamouring to take their jobs. (The
unemployment up there for the size of
the town ia greater than in any other
part of the country. When we saw the
eonstant stream of people going in and
eut at the Social Security, we thought
the place badly needed » Claimants’
Union). 8o that was the threat lnal was
gapd against thern, and that is why the
women have been frightened to ask for
{leir rights, But out of this meeting, the
atudents of the University, and the
Socialist Woman Group, and LS. and
Women's Liberation have agreed Lo back
them in anything they ask for. And when
T left them theyv had already started to
talee action.

Bo in my opinion, all m all it was &
viry satisfactory Lour, Having jusl
retorned from this tap, can 1 use your
columns to thank the members of
Socialist Woman, LE., and Women's
Liberation Waorkshep and others, who
have shown me personally such hospitalily
and are doing so much to help the
cleaners' fight here and everywhere; and
a special thank-you 1o the Socialist
Wamen of Pentonville Road, who Jooked
after my children while I was away. With-
ot these people’s help it would have
been impossible to carry on the campaig.

UaEAN INSURGENCY IV NORTHERN
fTRELAMD

This i& an unsbashedly politheal film; it sats out
to cul through the mystifications about what is
happening in the North of Iraland and show,
through weards ancd actian, what the real situation
1%,

It mekes good vss of tha rich imagery of the
Six Conanties—an Orange weelk, a Rapublican
Easter march. a women wearing o dress mads
fronm Union Jacks flaunting herself bafore tha
Cathalic Unity Flats; British troogs, driving
everywhare with guns at the resdy, stopping and
searching people: the sharp vodees of the officers
contrasting with the broad Belfast dislect. Wa
ara wken to Ballymurphy to hear about te
etfeats of G5 gas from the paople who have had
to sutfer it and hear Palsiey call for “threa
chaers for the B Specials’ .

The words and images build up to & passio
nate condermnation of British imperialism in
ireland. The viclence in BeHast today is shown
to be the direct result of partition, suppression,
bigatry, and corfuption of the part of British
imperialisrmy, and i85 Unionist friends.

This film should be given the widest possihle
shewving, the meare so dnoe itisnot “belanced™
anough 1o be shown on bourgeois circuits or
television, 11 isan essential Introduection 1o the
deepening crizis in Iraland; and the national
liberation struggla wwhich 14 now apering up.

Urban fnsurgencie in Northem frefand—a hlack

and white documentary type film, 16mm, 47

rin. Optical sound. Mads by Wolf Geaburg,
Bailabde through: Liberation Filma,

& Bramshill Gdns, M5 01263 0513,

The Dieher Cinema, 12-13 Little Mewport 5t.,

London \W.C.2, 734 3508/9.

EVEMNTS

MONDAYS: Birrmingham Rod Circle, 7.30, The Black
Swan, Bromsgroue Street, Digheth,

WELNMNESDAYS: Stafiord Red Cirele, B0, The Dog &
Parcndoe, South Walis,

THUASDAYS: Glasgow Fed Circle, Chrstlan Institute,
Bothwes|l Stresn, 7.30.

THURSDAYS: Morwich Fed Circle, Festival Hause
Pub {opp. St. Andrews Helll, 8 p,m.

SUNDAYS: Ealing Hed Cirele, The Anchor Ful, L=-
tridge Road, West Ealiag (next 1o Danlel’sl. 7.30.

MAACH Bth: “WOMEN LINITE" damanstration, 1,30
Spescars Corner, Rakly Trafalges Sguare 4 g.m, o
tect March Gth Ad Hoe Committes, 23 Baalbec A,
Loaneon M8, 01228 3011,

MARCH Bth: Rods Luxembourg Cammemaraticn
Magring, '|.'Iu|'q|_'|5 af Granky, Cambicks Cirous 7.3
Spmukers Tesan wan Gelderen, Judith White. Alsx &
discussion about the demanstrateon. Organised by
Sachatist Waman Editerisl Boerd.

MARCH Beh: Frank Kosne Defence Commites Sooal,
Kings Mead. Fulham Brosdway Inext to the stationl

MARCH 1th: Protest agairnst the lmmigratioa Bill.
Pidkut lirprigration Dept., High Holborm, 1—4.30,
Black Defence Commiriee

MARCH 1170 Mecting on the Ermvisgeation Bill.
Speakers: Tarig Alk Jatt Cravdard, and other reprasan
tatlvas af the Black community anid T.U, mosement.
7:30, Coresy Hell, Aed Lion Square, W2 {Holkorn
tuibe), Crpanized by the Black Detence Committes.

MARCH 12th “Towards the South Afdcan Revois
phar’’, Menting an the arreste of 23 Unity Movement

teaders in Sauth Biries and Britesh armes sales, SpRearrs:

Earpadarra Deutin, Carl Brecher, Scrape Mishona.
Chairman: Johe Sudosiyy, G458 pom, Frierds Houss,
Eigrns Aoad {app. Euston e tian),

M&RACH 16th: “The industrial Aelations Bill &
Woersn ™, Hese May Hobésg, g leading roilitsnt in the
nightsleaners' fight far unianisasian, at il Grarts
Hali, Grasniard Hall, RudElip Raad, Grapnlord, at
B pumi. Londoer Socialist Waoman Grow.

MAACH 16th: "Tha saxieal imesliathon and Arw tan-
sana in the family unit™—Morith Landan Resd Circle
discussian. 8 p.m. 182 Pentanviile Raad, London M.1.

MARCH 17th: Protast agairg the Imigrarian Bil
Pickst Immigaticn Degt, High Helbern, 10 eawards.
Black Defaras Corimimes,

MARCH 18th: Enginerring ara day strike,
MARCH F3rd: " The unfaiging cluss stroagk in

Brimain®'—Narth Landan RAed Circle discwssion, 8 p.m,
1B Panteawllla AoRd, Lendag BT

MARCH J8sh: Day Seminar an “Social Caukes and
Conseguences of Addictian”™, organised by Sacialiss
Madical Sssociation. MUFTD Hall, Jackeys Plaids,
Halirorr Tickata G- par ssssion, 100~ all day. Sontac
T. €. Thamae,. 53 Finchley Court, Ballards Lams,
Londen M.3 1MH 107346 BEET).

MARCH 3th. "Pascalul cossistence—the politlcs o
dass collaboration ', North London Red Circle discus-
shan. & pom,, 182 Pantarwille Road, Landan 8.1.

The Bladc Defence Commitier s calling 1. all
Students Linfons to declare Wadnesday Murch
17th & day of protest against the Tory Tnmd-
araticn Rill,

The first respamnse to this call was from LSE
Union which (on Friday Feb. 26th ) puwsed the
fullowing metion for action on Wednesday
March 17th:

i boveott all lectures and both libraries

—to plcket the Aome Office Immigration

Depurtment

—to hold 8 teach-in on Racism and Inimigra-

tioa during the aftemoon.

The Black Defence Committes is organising
# pickel at the Hame Office Immigration Dept,
176 High Holborn (nearest tube: Holbors),
on Wednesday March 10th and Wednesdny
Murch 17th from 10 a.m. to 4,30 p.m.

There will be a public meeting to discuss the
implications of the Bill and how to fight it at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square (nearest rubse:
Haolborn ) on Thursday 1 1th March at 7.30 p.m.
Spenkers will Include Turig Ali, Jeff Ceawford,
Gery Lawless and other representadives from

the immigrast communities and the trade
uninns.

For further influrmation regarding the activitics
of the Black Defence Committes, ing 01-837
01-537 w954,

LETTER FROM MAY HOBBS

RED CIRCLES/RED MOLE CONTACT!

BELFAET: Alan Morris, c/o Aed Maode.

BIRMINGHAM: Val Graham, T2 Cambridgs
Foad, Kings Heath, Birmingham 14.

BRISTOL: Dava Prior, 7 Ravenexrood Aosd,
Rediand, Bristal 8,

CANTERBLRY: Brian Grogan, Elliott Colbage
Can tE=rbury. ’

CARDIFF; Susan Lukes, 82 Llandafd Rosd,
Canton, Gardiff,

CHELMSFQAD: John Jones, ofo Red Mole,

COLCHESTER: Ken Browme, Flat 7, Rocen 10,
Bestrand Aussell Tower, University of Exsax,
Colcheder, Emex.

COVENTRY: John Presland, 27 Paynes Lane,
Covantry, Warwick s

EQINBURGH: Hrian Gilmores, 17 Hillsde Sc,
Edinbwurgh.

GLASGOW: Roland 0'Brien, 38 Pendaen Foa
Glasgow E.3, ;
HERTFORD: Malcedm Harding, 8 Parker Ave,,

Biéngen, Herts.
HULL: Maleolm Ball, Students Unign, Hull
. Univeraity, Hull,
IPEWICH: Kevin Barter, 2 Carmarthen Close,
Ipgeeich, 1P2 BOG,

KEELE: Jason Hill, Flat 37, The Hawthaoms,
Kunle, Mawéastla-gndar-Lymea, Suaffs

KIDDERMIRSTER: Nigel Brown, 44 The
Doanseay, Kidderminster, Wores,

KINGETOMN-UPON-THAMES: Robin Bonmner,
33 Effingharm Road, Long Ditton, Surkiton,
Surrey .

LANCASTER: Brian Heron, 28 Clarendon
Fioad, Lancaster,

LEEDS: Ran Thompsan, 132 Askeren Chass,
Hunalet Grange, Leeda 10,

LEICESTER: Juan Holman, T College Streat,
Lwicestar,

LINCOLN: Dava Thompson, 86 Towsr Cres.,
Limcaln,

LONDON

MORTH: John Waal, 132 Pentonville Road,
Lendon M.

NORTH-WEST: Tony Fry, 101 Park Awenue
Nosh, MW 10,

SOUTH: Tony Jones, Furzedown College of
Crueation, Welham Roasd, 5W17.

EaLING: Will Rich, B Burlington Gdna, Wi,
1994 G862 weekends).

HAMBERSMITH: Eddy Arnavoudian,
20 Thormy Hedge Bd, Gunnarsbury, Wi,

LOUGHBEDRADQUGH: Ann Blagk, 4 Ruasafl 5t
Lowgiarough.

MANCHESTER: Steva Cohen, 43 Brantingham
Foad, Whalley Range, Manchester 16,

HORWICH: John Harris, ¢fo lan Douglas, 1 Cow
Hill, Marwich,

NOTTINGHAM: Nick Baston, 75 Herwy Road,
West Bridgfosd, Mattimgham,

OXFORD: Bernard Rnaney, 27 Sauthmoor
Road, Oxfard.

POTEERIES: J=mson HIl, Students Union,
Univarsity of Kenla, Stafts,

READIMNG: John Brenden Troy, 55 Gloucester
Aoad, Reading, Barks

ET. ALBANS/HATFIELD: Chris Pailthorpa,
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IMMIGRATION BILL
A DECLARATION OF WA

MANUFACTCRERS
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Reprnied from Flambess, March 3rd 1971,

Hrnetly the Bill requires that black
people coming to Britain should:

* et a work voucher Tar s spocific
job tor one year only

* Be admutted to hive in oan
chosen by the Governmend

* Be reguired to renew work per
mits annually

* Produce a work voucher or pass
part to any policeman on demand

dred

.

il

ot police ntervention. to live i an ares of
his ewn choosing, These nre facls which no
aite san deny,

Yol the clioses of the Tmmigration Bil
will ruthlessly wiolzie every one af these
|'-|||':|.'ip||-- wei Ll which e ordinars foum
an being Finds lifz intolerable,

The Eill demands thar black peopls, the
r'-Tig'_n,,:I __rlr|:-I|_.|'|,:r.-: ol Britiin™s wealib, shouk
live in areas selected for chem by politicians
whom e do nob frest. That Blak penpla
pak For permission to change their jobs, o
fzct 4 raw and naked aflempi oo oreduce
nlick working people 1o shave conditions.

That the Bl will pffect all block pesple
liwing in Britain, we have no doubt. Bue it is

L 4

dred emplovers. & decision will be laken as o
whether a parlicular permit will be 1eaewed.
A etalie aap oan foresee @ silualion
N wlnch Black e wis e
bisne o deplorabie conditions and afraid 1o
mand  their nphts from the employer on
whom they wiimaiely depend for 8 pood
reprorl.

Trade Unions

Where do the Trade Unions sland morelation
lo this attoEpt o reduce the Black popula-
Lo ol This counlre to | Tth Cenmury work ing
conditiansT? ¥

Thow are ifiz ones responsible for the pro-
lection of the interesis of the working class
in Britoin. and rheir stand oy the Immigradion
Bill will yeveal whether or nol their atitulde

represintatives ol different orpanisatons dis-
cisigad the ways and mang of mobilising the
black populstion sgzinst this attock on their
rghits,

On March 13th, another conference will
be held in Sheffield o further coordinate
remitance fovithe Bill, Meanshile, in London,
the Black Panther Movernent and the Daoshiki
Youth Groap are hard at work infoeming the
hlack popuaiation of this intended onslaught

A Mational Cosference on the Rights of
Black People is being planned for sometime
in April o lauach 8 massive organisational
mampaipn of action which will reflecg the
deep reszntment felt by all biack prople in
the race of this moastrovs piece of legisle-
b

Mothing short of a botal decliration of

. 5'—'["-:'” Lo police rogularly : vpwn the bucks of the bladk W!II"LEF. ¥OUNE g fhe black worker differs Trom the atcitude war agalnst (he Bill will suffice. Edwerd
_U_'I be able to vote or sit on :|11-|_,I |:l|1l.. I|1E|E the hundens of this mcist legs ro whites, Heath's Government should he made to
|ITI2S Ltieen widl foll Mol thaf there v much hope thar anvihing know ihot anv such aftempt at the debuma-

* Be unable to chinge jobs withoul T But tokern opposition will come from them,  nisatbon of the blsck man will be met with

The Police lur there pre quaay 1epods comeee in from Rl KM Fesiatance.

the permission of the anthorities

The Consequences
What does all dhis meen for ‘the andinan
hinck person” Firstly, it hos been well estab-
lished thot the worcer of today enjovs ces-
tain Fundameental eights in eelation to his con
ditions of employment.

Thesz cights have been foweht for and won
by working people everywheee i then de
fence against prof:grabhing emplovers and
amitinus et} ihicLans

Already ilis clear that the bk 2cmmeniies
are in apea conlrontidion with the police
Within s meeachs there have been demon-
steations apainst police bhretality nad coiep-
L dn lEknglon . Leadbrox e Gicowe, Lewidiam
Wolverhamgian angd Handw orh Birreingham

T give the pohce the powers 1o stap andd
demand evidenee of fdentity and details of
empleymmen Lim Uiis highly explasive situation
bowders o insanity o even suickde

Al acloae ) oxdomiaiemg ol Sl cclagses or
Lhe' Bilk une beg Gee The Erempenclos
chaos thet will resull fromm 115 becsming e

1714 b

Tzcberies Thar trades wnlon efitcals have nne

i for blucks and zraiher for

Black Resistance

Whether the Trades Unions actively appose
or ned, black orgmmisations hove nirendy de-
clared war against the Eill

On Randay Tth Febroary, around 3 pm.
four hvndred black people demomsrated in
Lhe sizsets of Bradford. bricpng o4 Jdrdina-
lic close o weckend condferenos on the Hill
urpanised by the Alco{aribbean Asseciation,

Uher the weskend the details and conse-

Paliticians & Big Business Men Fail
One doss nod have e be a stedent of politica
ta wnderstond that the politiciens and hig
bugiaes men have made a complels mas of
the country & pLonarmy

Mor s it difficult to understand chat the
passing of the Bill is a sheewd attampr at grie-
Ang up animogity sgainst the black popula
o a3 bewng cespansible for the ccopomic
1msd an which we all live,

And soowe are faczd with the taak of yeal
again, o wage 3 susrdined strugsle for the

I i : o b =
=1 oo wr::" 1||hi£-r|?|:|u||'rﬂl. fh'“ the modern Wi prg told (R @ the vird of The cne Vel iuends oF This proposed lepelation were oul- Presefrailon of owl tighta, without which ouwr
workes Is Tree to sell los lnbour to whom e period, the werk peesic wift come ap e el oo delepstes by ssverd speakens, From dves will have little meaning
choases. o change his job os he pleases with-  popewul Based upon opots oo e polige Loedon, Munchester. Leeds and Sheffieid, Black Pareti
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Hev is ome to explain the sudden ap-
surge of political activily smong women
who have joined in thousands the
wamen’z liberalion movemeant in the
advanced capitalist countries? This can-
not be ascribed only to cconomic cauges,
Their traditional dulies sre perhans
lightet and less time-consuming, aad they
have aome conirol over their bodies via
chieap contraception. But alroady o
hundresd years apo women were marching
and organising for thedr rghts. The
answer must alan be gought in the chang-

Ang political context of the recent decade,

the waning belief that bourgeais dema-
cratic society can deliver the goacds,
Legally women are on the whole agual
ta men. Tn aclual life, however, their
position iz quite unequal; they get worse
education, worse jebs and lass monew,
The cheice of having a family or warking
is predetermined: having children usually
meank leving the job, or doing it part
time until the children grow up, Houge-
hold chaores leave women little time Far.

LIBERATIC
IS A REVOLU'

an avtive foree hehind the French Bevo-
hition {in 1791 they marched to
Versailles, arvested the king and brought
hir to Paris to be tried ). ¥al on l5 wore
they memhers of the various political
factions, they alsa organised for specifio
women's rights, And aarlier zull? Little
1 known about women in history, but
the agitation for specifically women’s
rights came only with fully-fledged
bourgeais development. Bacause of its
made of production based on the zale of
individual labour, capitalism has been
histarically eommitted to granling equal
legal rights to all citizens, women
included—althouph the case of Switzer
land, where men gave women the right
o vole only last month (and in oppos-
tion to a groal section of female opinion
in the country) reminds ane of the fact
thal even fully developed capitalism with

all itz democratic trappings does not

necessarily grant equal Kights to all eitd-
zens, The male population in England
gained voting rights in stages: hourpenizie

political o trade union activities. This
means that thew are not often unlontsad
and thevefore a cheaper and morse
manageahle labour foree from the em-
ployers’ point of view. Within the
econamic structure there is a rigld
definite division of labour betwean the
sexes. Women are in fact second-rate
citizens, in this ssnse comparable to
racial or religious minorities,

THE PAST

The suffragette movement of a hundred
years age startad more or less from
scratoh: women had virtually no eivil ar
political rights, ac thal the demand for
these rights united women across the
class divisiona and hurled them into often
violent confrontation with the state, A
hundred years before that, women were
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in 18382, working class by 1484—women
not until TS, It was not the increase in
thieir militancy in the later stages that
woatn them the vobe; mther their serrices
rafidered to the ruling elass in the imperia-
list war of 1914-18, Women say today;
we have gal the right to vote, a0 what?
Legal equality has meant very little, But
one has to remember the impartance of
this issue in ofganising thouvsands of
women in a struggle for basic civil rdghta.
The suffragelte movement had a mixed
cluss character, but there s no doubt that
theirs was an important part of the olass

struggle, The exiztence of of obvious legsl

inequalities in soviety (whether inflicted
on women o blacks) only weakens the
proletariat, and (with some exceptions]
the revalutionary maovement hag putl the
question of wormen s oghts on its politi-

cel agenda, recosnizing that men casnel
be froe until wromers are froe,

BOURGEON EQUALITY, MALE ©
CHA UFVIvTSM

However, the bourgeaisie did not intend
that women shonld reafly be equal to
men and that on acquiring legal squality
they would actuslly exercize it, I their
world-view women may go out to work,
or take i‘lEI.T"l: in other sociel activities, bul
women’s primary responsihility is the
welfare of their hushands and children,
This view is msceibed in social organisa-
tion: bourgenis sogiety cannot dissolve
the family and liberate women, True.

watnen, like men, are allowed to choose

alternative hourgeois governments, but
real freedom would necessarily involve
the destruction of hourgeais soclety
itself. Todas, a6 a consequenes of
temale agitation and militancy, it 1s seen
that male chauvinism in Lhe working
clags (the aceeptance of the hourgania
imapge of wamen) [s pert and pares] of

the cultural hegemany that the bqurgeni-

siv muintaing over the proletsriat; This
ideology 1 not only a persanal failings it
tepresents an alien ideological presence
in the proletariat—a vlass which cannot
tolerate ineguality among its members
without damaging itself. The question of
women's liberation must be seencaza
political question of highest importanes
for the revolution,

ROLE OF THE FAMILY
It is plain that legal equality is A SpUrous
sqquality in a aociety in which soma oW

all aned same nothing but their lahoury
power. 1t is therefore coneeivable that
this society can iron out the remaining

Tegal differcnces betivesn the sexes b
well s grant women: formaliy equal
opportunity in worle —ie. opporaitity
to take up jobs dmditionally sranted to:
men. But bourgenis sociely can never
liberate wotmes from the hold ol the
family, and as long 25 the family persists
women cannot be equal to mern, Man:
and Engels i their writings emphasised
E.hn TD[F' of the Em-nﬂg,. in the socinl posi-
i me umn:am e -ties- !:_nelw}_.n
m']i:r with ths- mdu,ﬁ-‘mnl revolition
_falthough wealth stayed within the ;
“farnily and is passed on [rom. pErents (o
nhllzdrm] Proviously women of the
labouring classes had worked within the
Samily; now they went cut fo work and
therely acquired an economic indepe-
“dence an an unprecedented scale: Mean-
while bourgeais wormen steved 2t home,
as housskeepers and crnaments (o their
hushands, Wriling at this time on the
condition of women, Marx and Engels
were dlegr whot an important higtorieal
slep this participation in public produc-
tion was in the emancipation of women,
but they insisted that ecopomic tndepen-
dam:e would be p&rﬁn‘l a5 long as women
were enguged i work at hame. “Thiss the
precondition of their iberation was the
dizactation of the family as ﬂ:up_ BEOTIOTiE
unit. The nineternth tenlunr and the
fiest quarter of the twentieth was a
struggle to win civil rights within the
botrgenis eocietyn; it was weall worth 1t
for taday womin can see that they were
only drops in the oo, Bnurgams
society is committed to the family
becatise it carmot break the separation
between privale existence (the family)
and publis (praduction) which charne-
terises its class mils: Production is sacial
bt owmership is i privates hands; it 185
symiptornatic that the capitalist owner
presents every attempt by the workers to
IneTeRsn wugte or control the routine of
their work as selfish greed of g minonity

- REEInS the "public mterest™ (ie, the
private interest of capital) When a strike
breaks Gul, the governmenl and employen
appeal to “the public'*~that iz, to house-
wives {gex strikes against their striking
husbands s one of their recommendations
to women ) and to wc-rltun af home
(Hence the “public” opinion polls that
dre dlware conducted st home or in the
atreets, hul nover in the place of work),
Can such s society which shaclas
women tochousework and childsrearing
be rearvanerd Lo gve women ﬂuudnm'?
Obwvitisly it canmet, and women today
ars becoming aware that'it is not the
lagk of their rights that oppresses thanm
bgt- the aneial syetem.

THE HﬂIaSHEFfH EXPERIMENT

The Bolshevik resolution alreads i its ’
[irst two veErs nobanly pracidimed the
legal eguality of women, o an extent
urithinkable in a bourgenis *'demooratic™
society, but also attempted to create the
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Power to the People!”
JOHN LENNON & YOKO ONO

talk to ROBIN

T.4. Your lteat record and your recent public
stnlements, especinlly thie imterviews in Solling
Ttome vou prine, sumaest et your views ane
becoming inerensingly eadical and political,
When did this start o happen?

KL, DPwe ahways been politically-mindad, you
ks, andd against the statng quo, [ pretty
basic wrhen you'ze brought ug, Tike | was, 1o
fuate and fear the police as a natural enemy and
to despise the army as sumething tat takes
averyRody awny and leaves them dead some-
where. T mean, it's jusl o hagic working elass
[hing. though it beping to wear off when you
oot alder, get a fumily and get swallowed up in
the svatem. In my csse ['ve never nat been
paditical, though religion tended fo evershadow
it in my acd davs; that would be arcund "65 o
*fifi, And that religion was direcily the result o
all that superstar shit-religion was an outler for
miy repression, | thoueht, “Well, there's aome-
thing else 1 life, ian't there? This fse't if,
surely T But | was alwaya political in a way, you
krow. Lo the torn books T wrote, cven though
(e e wrilien in o sortaf Joveean gobhble-
dogook, thera's many knocks at religion and
there is 3 play ghuut a worker and a capitalist.
e boen satirlsing the sysiem sincs my childhood
[ usad to wrile ragazines in achool and hand
thom arcund. [ was very consciouws of clss,
they would say with a chip on my shoulder,
because 1 knew whil hagpensd 1o me and |
lenew zbout the class repression coming down
an us—irwas a fucking fapt bul in the hurricane
Baatle ward it got left our—1 got facther away
froam reality for a tnme.,

T.A, What did you think was the reason for the
success of your sort of musc?

LE. Wall, at the time it was thought that the
workers hod bioken through, but 1 realise in
retrogpect that 11's the same phonay doal they
give the blacks, it was just like they allowed
hlacks fi be runners or boxes or cntertainers.
That’s the cholee they pllow yeu—now the oul.
Jet is being 8 popstar, which is really what 1I'm
saying on the album in Working Cluss Hero. As
I told Roling Seone, it's the same people who
hawe the power, the class system didn’t chaage
one little bil. OF eourse there are 2 lot of
people walking acound with Tong hair now and
wame trondy middie class kids in pratty clothes,
Bt nothing chanped except that we 21l dressed
up & bit, leaving the same bustards ronning
evarvihing.

1R, Of course, class is some thing the Ameri-
can Rock groups huven't tnckled yet.

L1 Becase they're all middle class and Tour-
wpois and they don't want to show it They're
seured of the workers, setozlly. becouss the
worlkeers s madnly right-wdng in Americn,
clinging om 1o their goods. Bot it thess rricddle
clags groups realise what's happening, 2nd whal
the chiss systom hos dope, i up fo them 1o
repatriale the peopla and lo gt out of ull tha
[ reeais shit

T.A. When did vou sturt breaking oot of the
role imposed om you as a Beatle?

L. Even during the Beatle heyiday T hied to
o againsd it, 5o did George. We went fo Americs
a fow times snd Epetein alwoys tried to waffle
om at us ghout siying nothing sboyl ¥etnam.
£n thers came a time when George and Taad
*Listzn, when they ask next time, we 'te gadng
fev say oo don't like that war and we fhink thoy
snould gel right out.” That's what we did. Al
{hat time this wos a pratey rodical thing o do,
expeciully for the “Fab Four™. Lt was the first
apportunity | personally tock to wave the flag

g bt But youw've pot (o remember thet 174
ahways felt repressed. e wore ull s pressurised
that there was hardly any chancs of expressing
purselves, aspecially wocking at thal rate, tour-
ing continually and always kept ia a cocoon of
miytha and dreums. [Us pretty hurd when vou are

Coesar and everyons i sying how wonderiul
you are and they are giving you all the goodies
and the girs, it"s pretty hard to break ot af
that. tosay S Well, Tdon't wont 1o be king. 1

wint 1o be real”” Sodn it's wey the secand poli-

tical thing I did was to say *The Beatles are
bigger than Jesus," Thal really broke the seene.
[ nearly ol shot in America for that. 1twas o
hig trar For all the kids that were following
s, Up to then (here was this unspoien policy
ul not anewering delicte questions, though |
always rentd the papers, you know, the political
hita. The cuntinual awarencss of what was goi-
ing o0 made me feel ashamied 1 wasn't suying,
any thing. 1 burst out beciuse 1 enuld no langer
play that game any more, it wis jisl too much
Fove e, OF course, poing to America incréased
ihe bigld up on me, especially as the wut wis
poing un there. In a way we'd tumed oul (o be
o Trojun Horse, The Fab Four moved ight to
the top and then sung atout drugs und sex and
thea | got into more and more heavy souf? and
thuts when they started dropping us.

P8 Wasn t there s double charge to whul you
were doing right from the beginning?

Fede You were alwavs very direct . . .

LL. Yes, well, the first thing we did wus 1o
proclaim our Liverpoolness 10 the world, taed
any “T1% all righ o come from Liverposl and
talke lie this™, Befors, inyhody from Liverpool
whes mmade i1, like Ted Ray, Tommy Handiey,

Arthur Askey, had Lo lse theie acsmd to gel an

the BBC. They were only comedians but that's
what come oul of Liverpool befure us We
refused to play that game, After the Bealies

cume on the scene evervone starled putiing on a
Liverpudlian accent.

T4 Inaway von wese even thinking ahouot
palitics when you wsemed to be knocking
revolufion?

AL, Ah, anre, Revolufion. Thers were twu
vergions of that soae but the undemground latt
anly picked up v the one that said “ecunt me
ot The original version which cnds up the
1P and “count me in™ too; | putin both
bacauge | wain 'l sure, Thers wos o third verson
that was jusl abatract, musigue concrete, kit
af loops anid that, people sereaming. | thought
| was painting in sound a picture of revalutioa—
but | roude a mistaks, vou kaow, The mistake
was that it was snt-revelution. O the version
relensed a5 g singe 1 sad ~when you bk aboet
destruction you ean count me out™, Tdidn’t
want to get killsd. T didn"t really know that
much about the Maodsts, bt Tiust kknow that
they weemned 30 be so few and yet they painted
thernselves green and stocd in front of the police
waiting o gat picked ull. T just thesaght iCwos
unsibide, you snow 1 thoupght the ariginl
Commurist revoletionies coordinated them-
s=lves Bt better und didn'l go aroond shouting
whet ir, Thut was Tow T felt—1 was really asking
3 gueslion. As someane fram the working dlass
I wis always intarested in Russia aod China and
everyihing that related to the working class,
pyen though T was playing the capitalist game.
At ane fime Fwas s mich involved in the
ralipous bullshit that 1 used 1o go around calling
,mysell a Christian Communist, bir as Junov
ays, religion is lepalised madness, 11 was

BLACKBURN & TARIQ ALI

therapy that stripped swuay all that and made
me feel my own pain,

KA. This analyst vou went to, what's his
name . - -

L1

R.5 His ideas seem o haye something in com-
ot with Laing in that he doesn’t want to ne-
concibe people (o their misery, (o adjost them
to the world but ruther fo make them [ op to
its canses?

S, Well his thing is to el the poin hat’s
aecemulaced insde vou ever since yoor child-
haeed. T had te do it wo ceally kill off al) the
religicus myths. Tn the therapy wou really feel
evary painful moment of your life—id's excruci-
uting, you aee foreed to realise that your pain,
thie kind that makes you wake up atraid with
vour heart pounding, & r2ally yours and not the
result of sorpebody up in the sky. 1c's the

regult of your parents and your environment.
Al realised this ic all stacted Lo fall into place,
This therapy foreed me to have done with all
the Godshit. All of ua growing wp have eoma (0
terms with too much pain, Although we repress
it, it"s =till there. The wors pain is that of not
being wan ted, of realising your parents du not
need vou in the wiy you noed them. When [
wras o child [ experienced moments of not wint-
ing L see the upliness, not wanling 0o see not
being waned. This leck of love went into my
eyes and info my mind. Janoy doesn’t juse talk
to you about this bul makes you fecl it enee
poa e allowed yourself to feel again, you do
ot of the work wowrsell When vou wiks up
and your heart is going like dappers o your
hack feals strained, or you develop sume other
hang-up, you should let your mind go to the
pain and the pain itself will regurgitate the
rigrnery which onginallv caused you (o guprpress
it in your body, In thisway the pain goes to tha
right channel instend of being repressed aguin,
asatis if yiou take a pill or o bath, sving "well.
LIl et over it7. Mast poople channel their pain
inte God or mostuchation of seme drzam of
making it. The therapy is [ike a very slow acid
trip which happens neturally in your body. Tt

i hard to talk ahout, you know, becanse vou
feel 1 aim pain™ and it sounds sort of arbitrany,
but puin {ome now has a ditferent meaning
because of having physically felr all these cxtra
rdinary repressions. It was like taking gloves
off, and freeling your own dkin for the firsy
time. I a hit of & drag to sy so, but I don't
think you cun urderstand this unless you've
gone through it—thouh T ioe e pur snime of it
ower on the albuan, But for me at any oate 71 was
all part of dissolving the Godirp or faher-
figure frip, Facing up to reality instead of
always leaking for sume kind of heaven

F.8 Do veu st the family in general ss the
sonree of these repressions?

Janov . .

FL. Mine isan extreme case you knos, My
Father and mother spiic ad | never saw my
Father until T was teenty, aor £id [ ser much
mote of my mather. But Yok o had her parents
there and 3t was the @me . .

Yorkeo Perhaps one feels mone pain wlsei pareats
are there, T Hike when you're hungry, you
ke it's worse o get 3 svmbol of a cheese.
burger than ne cheeschurger at oll, Tt doesi’t
do vou any good, you know. L often wish my
maother had died so that at keast 1 eould get
aoine peopla’s spmpathy. Bul there she was, a
perfectly beautiful mother,

Af. And Yolko's family were maddle-class
Japunese hut (s all the same repression. Though
1 think rmiddle-class people have the biggest
trauwma if they have nice imagey parents, all
similing and dolled up, They are the ones whao
have the bigpest sorugale tooaay, “Goodbys
mamimy, Goodbye daddy ™,

7.4, Whatselation to your music has all this
|
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LI Aclis only 8 way of expresing pain. |
e the reasnn Yok o does sush fur oot atuff
i5 that &' 2 far ot Kind of pain she wen|
thircaeh.

R A Lot of Beatle songs osed (o be abour
<lyldflacrmf | . .

LL Yeah; thal would mostly be me ..

F.R. Though they were very good there was
ulernys a missing ebement | . .

Lo That weold Be reslivy, that would e the
missng element. Baceose: | was never really
wantzd, The only reason | am o s2ar is heci e
0t my repression, Bothing else would bave
driven me throush all chat o | was “nomal”™ ..
Foke . o and happy .

Jbe The omly reason Dwen @ for thar goal i

that Twanled 1o say ! "iny, mumy-dadidy, will

youl love me?™

A, But then vou had success by omel mias
penple’s wildest dreams ., |

o4, -'I-. I:..:“'I, Jeaus 'l.—'li"'is',l it wraza .,"'||r|-||-_|-J|:-|:|'_- ap-
pregsion, 1 enesm wa had to go trough huilia-
tion wpon humiliation with the middle classss
ued shoeehiz ard Luzd Mayors snd all that, They
wars #0 cundescen ding and swpid. Everybody
Erving to wse s [ weas & gpecial huemiliation

fo e because |eould pever keep iy moath
shut and 1 alwiys have ta e drunk ar pilled
togdim leract this pressorz, 1t was really hell ..

Ferli It was depriving hion of any real ex -
enee, you kmow . .

LTt wes very misezhle, | mean apert Crom
Lz first flush of moking ft—rhe theill of the {2
numiker vne recard, the Tirst ip e Americs,

Al first we had sonte sort of ohiective like being
ex big as Blvis— moving frward was the e
thing, but actually o1 tining it was |he hig lor-
down. | found | was having confinually to
paase the sore of people T slweays hatad when
Fwis & child. This bzgun to being me back to
reality’ T hegun to realize that we ave all op-
pressed which iz ey weoeld ke o do some-
thing abour i1, though I'm oo sure whess my
place is.

R Well. in any cese, politics sod culture are
linked. aven’t they? | mean, workers are pa-
pressed by culture not guns at the moment, .

4 they're doped . |

.l And the culture that's deping them is
ome the ariist can make or break . . .

Jbo That's whal I'm troving 1o do on y
aftunn: i in these interviews, What Fm irying
to o s pe influsnce all the penple T can in-
fluznce. All those who are g6l undzr the dream
unl Just it a b question mork in their mind,
The acid draant is over. that iz whal 'm toring
o toll them,

R Fven in the past, voo know, people would
e featle soags and gve them new words,
Fellow Suhemirine for inerance had o number of
versdnns, One that seeikers used to sing heyan
"W all Hve on bread and marsaeine™, a1 LSE we
had a version that began “We ol live in a Red
LAE"

JLo Tike that, &nd 1 enjoped il when foothall
cromwls dn the early days would sing Al

together wow - that was another one. | was alao
pleaszd when the movement in Amerie ook
up Give peace a chance becauzz [ had written i1
wilh that in mind reallv. [ hoped that irslead

of singing We Sholl vercome from 1300 ar
sormething, they woilld have someching contem-
porarye, [ fele an cbligation even then o write a
sang thal peopls would sng in fhe pub or on a
demonstration. That is why | oeould Hke e come
posz songs for the revalution wow |, |

RB. We only have a few revolutionary songs
and they were compased in the nioefeenth
century. Ik vou find any thing in our mosieal
traditions which could b used for revolutionary
somgs’ i

JA When Dstarced, Book and Bl irsell ws
the basic revalition to people of iy age and
situation. We needed something loud aopd clear
tobreak Guough all the unfaeling und repras-
slan that had been consing down on g ide We
were 0 Bin conscious 10 begin with of being
Imitatien Americans. Bot ae delved into the
mniie i tound that it was half whice Conn e
antl-Weatern and half black shythem and blues,
Most of the seaps came e Europe and Africs
and vew they were coming back to us. Many of
[elan’s bast snnggs came frowm Seetland, Leland
o Englusud. 1t was 8 5ot of culiurs] exchanss.
Though 1 must say 1he moe Interesting ST

The Fed Mole 222 Mamch 1971 Pege &

0 e were the black ones because they wars
miore simple. They soat of snid shake vour ase,
of vour prick, which was an innovation really.
And then there wore the fiold sonps mainly
expressing the pain they were in, They couldn't
express themsslves intellacoually so they had Lo
say ina wery few words what was happening to
thern, Ard then thero was the City blues and a
Lot of that was about zax and Gghting, A lof of
thes was sl faxpresion but only in-the last few
wears hove thow exjiiessed themselves com-
pletely with Black Power, like Edwin Starr
miaking War records. Befone that many black
singera wors Still Tabeeiding under thal problem
af God,ir was often “Cood will save us”, But
right throuph the Blacks were singing directh
and imeediately abowt their pin and also
ahour sex, Which s why T like it.

R You say Counigy nnd Western sl
derived from Europesn folk songs. Aren't these
folk somps semetimes predty dreadful stuff, all
ahevnd loving and being defeated . 7

AL Askidswe were all npposed fo folk songs
becauss they were s0 middle-class. 11 was all
cullepe students with hig scacfs and a pint of
beer in their lands sicging folk sengs in what
we gitll fi-di-da volzes—"1 workeed in a mine in
Meapcagt-fe ™ and all that shil. There were very
few peul tolk singers v ou know, though | liked
Dominic Behan a bit and there was sosne goosd
At fT 1o be heard in Liverpool, Just occasionally
wou hear very old regogds on the adio or TV of
real workers in Treland ur soaoewhere sinping
these songs and the power af them s Gantastic,
Bur mcatly folk misic is people with fruity
woiges trying 1o keep alive something old and
dend. Ie's all & bic baring hke Ballet, o minority
thing kepl going by a minority group. Today's
tolk sonp is Rock and Rell. Although it kape
pened o emanate from Americs, that’s not
really important in the and because we wrote
cer o arasie and that changed everything,
KA Your album, Yoko, ssems vo fuse avantes
garde moderm mmic with Bock, 1'd like 1o pud
i delein dee o | got from Bstening ta it. Yoo
mtegrate everyday sounds, like that of a train,
into 8 musical pattern, This ssems (o demaod an
aesthetic measire af everyday lile, to insst tha
art should not be imprisoned i the muscoms

amed palleries, doesn't it?
Yoka Exactly, I want to incite peaple to loosen

thair appression by giving them somehing fo
work with, do build en. They shouldn't be
frighloned of creating themselves—that’s wiy |
make things very open, with things for people
T dhy, Blie in my hools (g finey ). Because
basically thers are two types of people in the
world: people whe are confident becwnse they
know they have the ability to create | and then
people who have been demorbised, who have
ma confldence in themsebres becans: they have
been told they have no crentive phility, but
st just ke orders. The Establishment Bikes
peoph: wha take no responsibility aod cannot
respect thermselves.

A Lauppose workers” control is abour that .

JL. Haven't they tried out something ke
that in Yugoslavia, they are free of the Russans.
I'd Tike b po thore and see how il waods,

TA. Well, they have, they did tey 1o ok
with the Stalinist patteri, But instead of allow-
ing uninhibited workers' control, they added o
strong dose of political bureaueracy. T tended
to smadher the initiative of the workers and
they also regulated the whole svstem by a
market mechanism which bred new inequalitics
between one region and another,

JL. Ltseams dnal all revelutions end up with o
Pecioniudify cult—even the Chinese seem o nead
& father-figure. |l expect this happans in Cuba
toowith Che and Fidel . . [ In Western-sivle
Communizm we would hive to create 2 slmnse
imaginary workers’ image of femeelicer as the
father-fipure,

H g That'sa gretty cousl iden—the Working
Class becomes its own Flero, As long as it was
not a new comlorting dlusion, as long a5 thers
was o real workers' power. IF a capitalis| or
burenucrat is ranning vour Hie then you need
Lo compensate with illusions , .

¥ilio The people have got to trust in themselves.

TA. That’s the vital point. The woddng elass
st be instilled with a feeling of confidence in
itself. This can’t be done just by propagaida
the workers must move, take over their own
factories and tel the mpitalists to bugger off,
Thix i what began to haggen in Mav 1964 in
Frapce _ . . the workers bepan to feel thedr own
strengrh

LI Bot the Communist Party wasn't wp o
that, wus it?

R.B No, they weren't. With ten million
waorkers on strilie they could have led one of
those huge demonstration s tat oceirred in tl
centre nf Paris into a massive accupation of al
government buildimgs und instullations, replace
de Gaanlle with a new inztitution of popular
poveer like the Comimune or the orginal Sovie
that would have begon & real revolution bue
the French C.P. was scared of it. They prefer
io deal at the top [nstead of encouraging the
workers to tuke the indfintive themselves, |

SLo Great. o bt there's 2 peablzan about
that here vou know, All the cevalutions have
happened when a Fidel or Marx or Lanin or
wihabanar, whin wara intellectals, were able to
act throuph to the workers, They got a pood
pockat of peeple ingather and the warkemn
seermed (o understand thit they werein o
represzad state. Thew havn't woken up yet her
they il believe that cars and tellies are the
angwar. Y ou should ast thase left-wing studa
oud b falk with the workers, vou should ger €
achaol-kids invabed with The Bed Male.

T A You're quite right, ve have boen frving
o that mid we should do maore, This e
Induostrial Relations Bill the Government is
trring to introduees is moking more and mone
workers realise what is happening...

LL. Lden't think that Bill can weork, | don'i
think they can soforce i1, T don’) think the
workars will co-operare with (1 thought the
Wilson Governmend was o Big let<fown but thi
Haath Lot are oearse, The underprouad is being
harcased, the Black enilitonts con't aven live i
thair oam homes now, and they're selling mdors
arms Lo the South Africans. Like Bichard
Mewille said thers may be oply an inch of
diffzrance bedwaen Wilson and Haarh bat it's
thal inch that we live,...

ToA, Idon’know about that; Lahoor broough
in racialist immigration polices, supported the
Yietnam wir aod were hoping to brng in new
legidation against the inions.
AL T ey be troe that we live in the inch o
ditference bebween Laboor and Conservalive
but so long a8 we do we 1l be impotent and
uriahlbe to change anyithing. If Heath is forclig
us aul of that inch mavbe be's doing us 3 god
i withour meaning to - _ .

Ll Yes, 've thought aboul that, ton, ‘This
puLting usin a commer so we have to find out
what iz coming doawvn on other people, [kaep
an feading the Mowming Szar (the Conmunist
newspaper] Lo s i there's any hope, but i
axrms b bein the ningteenth centiiry: it seem
fan b writien Tor dropped-oul mnidedle-aged
liberals. We should he toying to reach the ot
workers baoause that’s when you’ne most
idealiztic and have Least fear. Somahoa s
reyalWn N aries mis ;|'|_',|[|T||:]i;h Ihe woikers
becawse the workers won't opproach them. Bu
ir's didfieult o koo whete teosiur], we e all
got a fineger in the dam. The problem for me i§
that 26 T hava hecomme more resl, e prown
away (Tom mest working-class people—you
ko what they like 13 Engalbert Humpsarding
[1's the students who ors buying us noew, and
that’s the problzm. Mow the Beatles are four
seprirate paople, we don 't have the impact we
had when we were fopethar |

F.f Mow vou're trging to swim againet the
stregm of hourgeois society, which iz muoch
mewe difficudt |, |

JL.o Yea, they own all the nevapapers and
thew conteal all distibeition and gromation,
When we camne wlong (hare was only Decea,
Phillips and EMI who could really producs a
record foe wos, You had to go through the
whaule burcaucruey to act into the recording
siucio, Wou weara in guch a humble position,
v dido't have more than twelwe hours ta
miake a whale albwm, which s what we did in
Ihe wrle davs. Even now it 's the same, if you
an unknown artist vou're lucky to gotan heaw
ima studice 30% o hierarchy and i vou don't
hawe hits, you don 't et recorded agaai. Aad
they comtrol distribution, We tried to change
that wath Apple bot én the end we were
defeated, They still control everything. EMI
killed owr albu Teos Vieging becase they
didnt like it. With the lust record they've cen-
gared the words of (he songs prinied on the
record slesve. Fucking ridiculous and hypocrit
cal—-thew hove to ler me simg it T lh.:-}: Aot
dfarz let you read B Insaniny,

K8 Thongh you reich fewer people now,
perhaps the effect can be mon: concen teated.

AL Wes, | think that could ke e, Ta e g
wilh, working oluss people rescted againsd our




‘ppeniess aboul sex, They we frightened of
nudity, they're represaed in thar way ng well as
athers. Perhaps they thought "Poul s @ gond
Fad, he doesn 't ke crowhla™. Also when Y oko
amd 1 ot maried. we gol lercble racialis)
letters—ynn koo, warning me that she would
slit myr throat, These mzanly eame from Aoy
pocple Tiving in Aldershof, Dfficers. Now

wso ens are more friendly tous, so perhaps it's
chunpng. [1 seems toome that the students are
now half-wwake encueh 1o fry and waks up
their brother wockess. If yeu don't pass on
your mwn awarecess Sren o closes down agadn,
That iz why the hazic need is for the students oo
got in with the workers :md convines themn that
they are not alking gohbledepcok. And of
gourse it's difTieull to lawow whal the wocksrs
are really thinking hecanse the capicalist press
alwrays only quotes mouthpieces lke Vi
Feather unyway. S the only thing is e alk o
therm directly, eapeeially the youngz workars.
We've ol bo starl wilh them becanse they know
they’re wp against is That's why [ talk about
schoel on the album, I'd like o incite people

ta brzak the framework, oo be disobediant in
sehoed, o stick their tempwas sul, Lo Keep insul-
ting authnority.

Yiako We are very locky really, hecause we can
creale our own reality, John and me, bul we
kenoer the impartant thing s te comminicate
wilth ciher people.

L The mors realily we Cace, 1he more we
realize that wnceality is the main programms of
the day, The mare real we hecome, the mone
dbuze we Lae, 5o 0] doss rediculise vs oo way,
like heing pur in & comer, Bur it would be
Teetrer iF teara were mwore of us!

Foko We muustn 't be dracditioml in the way we
communicste with people —cspecially with the
Eatablizliment. We shonld surprize people by
saving new things i entively new way. Cone
miunication of that sort can bave a funtastic
power so long as you don't do only what they
expect you 1o da,

R A Commonication is wital for building 2
movement., but in the énd it's powerless unless
vau also develop popular foree.

Yoko I get very sad when | think aboull Vietnam
where there s=ems to be uo choice but violence,
This violence gocs on for cenfunes perpefusting
sisell, In the present age when communication is
50 rapid, wo should create o different tradition.,
tradifions ire created everyday. Five years now
islike o hundred years before. We are living inon
society that has no history. There's no prece--
dent for this Kind of society so we cun break

the old pattems,

T A, Mo miing cles in the whole of history has
given up power voluntasily and 1 don't see thar

AR

“%

Faoker Bast viokemee isn'f just & conceptoul thing,
vou know. [ suw a progenmene about this kid
who had come hack from Vietnom - he'd lost
hos boddy from the waist down. He was just a
hump of meat, and he said, "Well, T goess il was
a good experience,”

L He didn't want to face the taeth, he didn 't
weant to think ic had all heen & waste | | -

Yoo Bt think of the violence, it could happen
o vour Kids | <.

R.E. But Yoko, people whe strupgple panins
wppresdon find themselves attacked by thoss

wh live a vesred interest in nothing chimging,
those who wunt do protect their power and
wiabih, Look ar the people in Bopdde und Falls
Read in Mosthern Lrelamd; they were mercilesshy
artacked by the special police becatse they
Irepan demonstrating for their rghls, On oo
night in Augusi 1962 seven people were shat
amiel thernsnds driven from their homes. Didn't
they have a right to defend themsebves?

Yok That's why one should try to tackle these
problems before a situstion like that happens.
AL, Yes, but what do you dowhen it does
Tappen, what do youw do?

f.&  Popular violence against thedr oppressors
15 abways justified. It cannot be mvoided

Fertcer Bt in a way the new music showed things

could be transformed by new channels of com-
rvurdeation.

FL. Yes, bul as T sald, nothing really changed.

Yok Well, something changed and it was for
the better. AN Iy zaying b= thot perhaps we can
malee o revolution without vinlenze.

LE. But wou can’t take power sithodt o
arTuggle. .

1.4, That’ the crocial thing,

JE. Becauzz when it comes to the nitey gty
they won'l Jer the peaple hove any power,
they N grve all the cights (0 perform and to
danee Tor then, but no eal power

¥oko The thing s, even after the revolution if
penple don't have dny trust in themsalves,
they T el niew prohlems.

AL Alwer the revolution you have the prob-
lem of kecping things poing, of sorting oul all
the different wlews. Ir's quite natural that revo-
luticaanes should hove different solutions, thil
they should aplit into different groups 2ind then
reform, that’s the dialectic, jsn's i bui at the
sapme time they need to he united apsinst the
enermy, o solidify a new order. | don't know
what the aaseer is; obwviously Mao ls aware of
this problém and keeps the boll moving.

R.B. The danger iw that once a revolutionary
stale has been created, a new conservative
horeaucracy temds to Form around i1, This
danger tends to increase if the revalution is
iznlated by impennlism aad there is materiil
senrcily

LA Once the gew power hias taken over thay
furve 1o establish o new status quo just to keep
the Facoorbes and traing running,

Hi. Yes, bot o repressive buresucrney o esn i
necessurily run the factories or traing any better
than the workers could under a2 syetem of reyo-
hatiomary democracy.,

J L. Yes, but ez all have bowrgeis instincts
within e, we all gat riced and Teel the need Lo
rebix o bit, How die wvou keep everything going
and keap wp revodutionary fervour after you've
achigved swhal vou st ool e achieve® OF cotrse
Muo has kepr tham up to it in China, but whai
happens arter Mao goes? Also he uses i perso-
nalily cult. Pechops that's necessary, dike |

said, evervbody seems o nesd g Farher Nigure.
But ["ve been ading Kkrusholer Remembers-
I kenoa Te's & hie of a lad bl Bt e sesmed
{0 think that meking o religion cat of an indi-
vidual wag bad—that doesn't szem to be part of
the bazic Communist idez. Still poople are
peaple, that's the difficul by, 15 we took over
Britain, then we'd hove the job of cleaniag up
the bouirgeeisie and keeping peoplein o revolu
tionacy stote of mind,

A A personality culi is fofally alien to
Marxizm, which iz abour ideas . . . Marx, Lenin
and Trotsky wese always against it and so wis
Mao do begin with but then he found it polit-
cally uzeful 1o wse icto break the srip of the
Liu Shewe Chi graop on the Party. | wasin China
hrietly last vear and it was obvious that the ewlt
of Man had gol out of hond, OF crorse Mo is
quite different trom Stalin—Mzao led a revelution
while Sralin hetraved ane, Bul that doesn’t
mesm that there ment sedious wesknesses in the
Chinese eevelufion. During the cultural revolu-
tiom seme very interesting ceiticisms were dev-
loped By Red Guard groups in Shongler and
clsewhere - they inssted on discussing the real
issnes muoecl moee openly than they weee being
e couraged to |

L. The oultuzal revolution seems (o hove
bean iatizated By Man hansel, wasi™§ 0T There
wis o rariona] fesling “Well, there are too
many opportunists and ton moch ageths™,

A A mvalationary Irmlnrxhi.p % TECESRINY
and one that trusts the nasses, bur in Ching the
lendership stopped the colturl revolufion s

well s starting it

R B Clearly the cultural revelution was & wery
bold step despile the hmits st on it. Mao felt in
a position fo dake it partly becnse fhe popular
participation in the Chinese revolution, built up
orer teventy vears of people’s wir, was much
deeper than it ennld be in Fussia where the ofd
order almost collapsed of itself ander the tre-
mendons strain of the First World War, Mao
conldin 't have instigated the masses ngamst the
Party buresucrucy unless he was confident of
their sipport. But of course the decisive thing
iz to build popular power right inbo the heart of
the new revoluthonary state. In Britain unless
we can ceeate a new populer power vl here
thit weoald Tasically mean workers' power—
really controlled by, ind answerabile 1o, the
npasses, then we couldn’t make the revolulien
im v Tirst place, Only a veally deep-rooted
worcers” power could destroy the bourgeois
sl

Yiakos Thut s why it will e different when the
¥Ouiger generation takes over,

LE | think it wauldn't ke misch toget the
viruth here really going. You'd have to give
them frae rein to atiack the local couneils o to
desiroar the schoal suthocities, like the studenta
whic: break up the repression in the universibies.
[t's already happening, though people hage got
ro gl together more. And the women are very
important tow, we c2n't have a revelution that
doesnl involve and Rheate wsomen. 1t g0
subtle the way wou're tavehe male sppericiiy,
[1 izl yre gquidte o Long rimse o realise that my
iitlenses was cutting off certain arcas for Yok,
She’s & red hot [iberslionisl and was quick tn
shong me where [ was poing wrong, sven thowph
if spemed to me that [ was just ncling natorally.
Thats why 'm always interested oo Know how
pacple who claim (o be rodical treal women.,

R B, There's always been at least as much male
chauvinism on the left as snywhere ebe-though
the rise of women's liberation is helping to serl
that out,

JL. 1t's ridicwlous. How can you falk aboul
power to the people unless you realise the
people 15 bioth s=xes,

Yoo You can’t love someone unless vou are in
s equal position with them. A Lot of women
have 1o cling to men ool of fear or insecurity,
and that's not love—hasically thut'’s why women
hate men . . .

LL - v verad . . -

¥okeer %00 4T you have a slave around the houss,
how can you expect to make a revelution sul-
sde it! The problem for women is that if we
irv to be free, then we naturslly become lonely,
because s many women are willing to become
slaves, and men usually prefer that, So vouo
ilways have to tolee the chance “Am J gning

to bexse iy man?’” Its very sud,

JA Qf coutse Yoko wus well inlo liberation
befiore T el her. Bhe'd had 1o fight Teer way
thioush a man’z world—the ard world is com
pletely dominated by men o she sras full of
revaluticmary 724l when we met. There was
never any quesiion sbout i we had tohave 3
[Tty -fifty releticnship or there was no relotion-
ship, L was quick Lo learn. She did an article
alal woarien in Move e than two years
hack in which she said, “Womon is the mgger of
fhu weorid™,

R8O course we all live in an inyperialist
country that is exploiting the third world, and
every our colbure is involvred in this, There was a
fime when Henthe music was plugged on Valce
of Arerien....

JL. The Russanspit it out that we were
capitalist obols whiszh we wene T suppose. ..
B They wore pretly stopid not o see it was
sore thing different.

Folrer Let's face 11 Beatles was twentieth cant-
wiry Folksong in the framework of cupitulism,
they couldn’ de anvthing different if they
wanted to communicate within that Framework

F Twes working in Cuba when Sergeant
Fepper was rebensed and thut's when they first
starbed playiig fock music on the radio.

JL Well | hope they aee that Rock and Roll
s ol {he same as Coca Coca, As ae get bevond
the dreaim this should be easier, that's why I'm
puiling oul mere heavy statements now and
trying to ghake off the teeny-bopper image. [
winl 10 get thiaugl to the right people, and |
want to meks what | haye b s very sinipl2
aril il

.8, Your latest album sounds very simple to
begin with, but the lymics, tempo wnd melody
build up mbo o complexity one ooly gradually
Iecomes waare of . Like the adk “MWummide 5
Dead " echoes the nursery song “Three Blind
Mice" und it"s whout o child-Tewd Eramma.

JoL. The tune dosa, it was that sort af Teeling,
almost like @ Hoiku poern, [ust recently got
inte Haiko in Japan and 1 just think 0% funi-
zsie. Dhviously, when v oo get rid of 2 whols
section of ilusion in your mind vow’re lefi
with great precision. Yoko wos showing me
seme of these Vaiko in the original. The differ
ence betaean them and Longlellow is immense,
Insteand of o long Mowery poce the Haiku
wonld say Fellow Tower i wiane Bowd on
wooren fefle which gives you the whale

peture really.
A, Hew did vou find Japan?
L. [ thinik it’s ripe for Communism, 1 mean

the workers v terrible conditions there ad
ATy Wniong ace sl ou by the big companies.
They're building factories coast to copst und the
i 1% dreadful, i1 chokes you. 1t's 21 bulishit
abour them doing so well in Tipan. The workers
in different countries have got oo gt tegether,
What's your positicn on the Common Market?
The Mererng Sigr is againss it hot P not sere
atall, The {eeling I have is that it would be a
congtomeratioa of Capitalist Evfope bel that
the moverment uf workess throughout Eorape
would bring them topether so that it could
consedidate communisn 8z well as capitalizm [
think.

T4, We should work for a united workers
Enrope, o Socialist United States of Europe,
i Red Edgrope....

L. It s fantastic to think of the power works
ora could have with the [Maliang and Germons
eogether avd all that gear.

4. How do you think we con destroy the
capitalist =ystem here in Britain John?

SL. 1 think onky by making the workees aveare
of the really unhappy position they are in, break-
ing the drenm they are surrounded by, They
think they zre in & wonderful free-speaking
countoy, they™ve gol cars and tellies and they
don’t want & think there’s anvthing more o
life, they ure prepared to lot the bosses mun
tham, 10 see their children Tucked up in schood
They're dreaming someone else's dreant, its not
even thair owi, They should realise that the
Blacks and the Lrish are being harrassad aisd
repressed and that they will be next. As soon as
they start being gware of all that, we can really
Begin to de something, The workers cun start to
tabe ower, Like Marx gaid, ‘Towach accoading to
s need ™I think that would l.nl;rk will here,

L ﬁh

But we'd lsu have o infilicole the army Lo,
hecanse they are well trained to Kill us atl,
We'lse ol Lo stort all this feoon where s our-
welves are oppressed. | think s fale, shallow,
i be piwing to others when vour own noed is
ireal. The sdes is not o comfort people, not to
malkee them feel beiter but 1o make them feel
worie. o constantly put befors them the
degradations and Fumiliations they go through
to pet whal they call & Tiving wape,

Sk

e s ==
Photographs by [ban Richtar. All rights resereed
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the records

POWER T THE FEQPLE

Powver o the prop!
Parvgr toothe peope
Powas 1o the paopls
Prose 10 the paople rignt o

Sev wewant a ravolution

Wi hatter et it an right away

Dt o wous feed

and irto the straet s nging
Chaorus . . . Power 12 the cacple

& pri Hlon work ens weark ing Tor '||;|_|I.I|ﬂ
You betbar give ‘e wnat they really cwin
W qotta gt wou do
W we come b Towrt Singing
Charos . . . Power to the paoale

gotta 85k o comrades end orathers:
P gliy din tresr woer own wamgn Back hara
She gat to be harzelf
G wiig Cie fres woursglt

Choros . . Power 1o the ssaale

Jofrr Lannan’s fordhcoming aingle.
Reprooced by ke permibsnion of Wasim
(Musiel Lid,, 3 Savilfs Row, W01 © 7871

Jahny Lenmeon /Plastic Ono Band PCS 7124

Whin 1 first heard abeoat this record | was worticd thao Lennon might have done a Crodard—that
politics might have smothered art, Listendng to e 1 realissd et 1 conld nod have been more
wrong: the politics and the musc are bound together through gesthetic necessity. Godard’s
problem s that kis olimrevolutonary world-view iz zimply and directly transposed onias the
mesthetic bevel in g war agalnat all artistic forms and conventions Lennon refuses to make any
pguation berween JUg music and pedilics or to imply that rock = revolution as The Doors o
Feffersom Aitplone have done. Tndeed, Working Chrsr Sero explicitly asserts the opposite: thal
the proletorian super-star i @ convenlent salely valve For bourgedis sodety, not an index of
social likerstion, The masom why the LP is able ro fuss music and politics so successfully s
almost errainly that both prow aul of ey deeply-lelt personal experiznee; of oppression and
neglect i childhood, and thel complemsntary obeerse when he became naked Emperor of the
Prresens. This is why the sonps about childhood 50 powerfulle reinforce the palitleal thema, and
why both lyric and melody lave the doplicite of an elemental force.

Yoko Ono/Plastic Ono Band  Sapeor 17

Although At firsd Hstening Yoko's sonnd scems o denive from contempatary dvant garde msic
in Fuctitis closer to the roots of rock than is at flier apparent—whizh i3 wha 0 goas soowell with
Crnetie Coleman's tfumpet 0f Lennon's guitar on Siis L. Andrew Chester has supgested o
dletinction betwesn two Lvpes of mugicnl construciion, the comepsional and the Intensiasal,
which can help exploin this (INLR 62) Most Weatern classical musie i8 extensiona in the sense
that it builds vp themes, variadens and countecpoint on the basis of musical “atoms" - standand
metes which do not themselves vary bub which form inérizate pattems of sound. This is why the
buman voioe 5 nol & dominant element in composition and is encowraeed (o develop the prad-
sion and invariance of an narrument when it 8 weed, Jaze, and much olher non-Furopenn

rrugie (including the Japanes |, develap sound in 2 quite differcnt, internieral manner: the
rnusic emerges from continnnl modulations of barmony and daflections of the beal. The hicman
vodos 8 the mast flexibiz of sl instruments 18 naturally dominant, ¥oko's music is iamensional
in ths sense, thal is why il is so<lose to the blues and has o similar emational impact on te
listenzr, and is g2 for from avonal musie with it gromelrieal constrictions. A number of rock
protpd have recenlly soaght (o retum to the roots and recaptare the tensional comalexity of
country music.  Crepdence Cloaswater can prodtuce an aceeplable cathon copy of the oripginal
aod The Band have sought to develop and re-interpret this tradidon. Those wlo are finding
Creedence Clearaater increasingly miechanical, The Band Increasingly insipid, and both groups
repetitious, should welcome Yok o's new record os o fuscinating and pofent new departuse.
Faeling i lransmufed into fquid sound —a cleansing torsent which obevs to formal rules that do
not flow from within iteelf [ will be inleresting o s whether musicions who do not have
Yoko's evident familisrity with oriental musical craditions will be able to follow ber. Whether
they cor or not, this double albom helga to grove that the way oul of the present stagnation of
rock lies as much in rediscovening (he inlensionsl as in persuing the path of extenaionzl develap-
renl, F oI,

Ooan yaur mouth

Qean ywaur okl et

Jioan wour thighs

Lame ceocome on Johe apen your legs

OPEN YOUR BOX

Clpen gour ko
Open wour bos

Cpen your dooes

Jper your schools

Dipent wowis prisons

Dper your factories

Ciper wour parlidman 15

Cipest spondr £ thas

Come an cormg an letd apes the world

Cipen waur weirndows

Cioen waur closets

Clpmn wour Bantlas

Opan pour s jrts

O your ®lag

COME O COME 00 apes you T oEn g

oEn wour gars
':||.'EF:|| POUr Bes
LIpan Wour noks

Yokao Ono's new singls reprodieced by
perrniszian. Copyright Ona Music Lig
1971 @

WORKING CLASE HERO

A5 woon s yol s bam they make s Feel sl
By DN el N treve insteasd of nall

| the pain iz 20 big yvou fesl nothing at all
Aowarking class hero @ sormething fo ba
A working clhass hero 5 somathing 1o be

Thiey bt wou achome ans they hit wau st zchool

They hate won 1 pou're clever and thay casale:
A loal

Tillwou'ra s fucking cracy wou can 't follow
thieir rulas

A waring ofass hera i3 something 4o oe

Aoworking class hero is something o b

When thay 've tevtamd end scarad wou far 20 ade
WEA'S

Thesy they expeatvou ta plck a caresr

Whan you can Uraally foneson you're so full of
fair

Aworking clase horo is somathing 1o be

Aworking class hero s sormathing to be

seen wou doped with religion snd ssx and T

And you think wou're s clever eed clessless anc
free

Hut wou're still fucking peasantsas far as | can
2]

A working clas hero s sorathing to be

Asarking clas haro iz svmething fo be

Thare’s poom &t tha top they are el ng you sl
Buit first s st Iearm hon Le smile aspou kil
1w weant to be ke the folks an tha hill

A owarking class barn is somethicg B ba

a5, @ working ciass hero is something 1o e
H oo went to bz a hara well just falloes me
If you want to 0 8 herowell juat follos me

Feprooicsd by permiizion of Mortherr Songe
Lid. Aeprodiction rghts alse claimed by
Maclen fMusic) £rd



N OF WOM EN
TTONARY TASK

conditions for their economic and social
pmancipetion. By removing all lagal amnd
economic proeps to the family and mar-
ringe, il freed women and children from
the power of the father and husband. It
‘nbolished Lthe sonnection betwspn pro-
“perty and paternity and the exclusive
- sanction of marital sexuality, T allow

;Russﬁ at thi time, but it prqued
invaluahle experience for all mhﬂrrmq_
lutions., Trateky was to write, inhia
“Problems of Life™ that it had been
relatively casy for the Bolsheriks to
“ogrant women {ogr eguality; that il was
praving far more difficalt to give them
~econantic equality {in the sense of intro-
~ducitg them inle production on the
i “e=mefeoting as men); thal the really dif
Tieult task, and that which was still out
of reach for the moment (this was in
1924 ), was however o make women
socialy equal—ie. equal inside the fam-
ily. The aceomplishment of this last
task would i fact mean an end Lo the
familv, at least in any form inowhich it
had existed hitherto. It would involve
L removing from the shoulders of women
all responsibibity for housework and
childrearing afid the sociallsation of these
“finetions would require vast investments,
investments which were still far beyond
the capacities of the izolated and war
devastated Spviet State, It would mean
constructing public kitchens, restaurants
anel laundries for the enlire population.
It would involve the provision of creches
and infant sthoals for all -ulimptaly it
would involve a massive revohrtion in
housing and architecture 1o aceomimo-
date the new forms of social organizatior,

which would spring up in the place of the-

old family, onee the latter’s peonomis
props had been removed. The Btalinist
sounter-revolution terminated this ex-
periment and turmed the clock back so

- that In the late thirties the Soviet Union
waa hardly distingiishabbs from: thﬂ
-apitalist w:}ﬂd iri its teonkment of

'IFUII:I.I:I]J

Eﬂﬂﬁ*ﬁ’rﬂ’zﬂfﬂ IBEGI.DGF
Between the thirties and the sixties there
“has beona fluetuation e the female
labour foree in the advanced capifalist
countries. Atthe fime of the warwomen
partisipated massively in production;
after the war they were withdrawa from
the labwur mﬁrhet—nhnm ng onee agmﬂ
the role of the Temale labour as:a Taserve
of foree, This withdrawal of wnmm 5

i’rnm the ahoe matlel is Hj.J.l.ltFE BCcom- -

punied by s idealogical nh!]al:#ll-’ that
has been ¥ividly descabed by mansy
wamet: writers, Hetty Friadan in ber
Femiintre .H*_r'sriq i desoribod the sitia-
tion of women in post-war United
States. De Beauvoirs Second Sex is a
landmark in the history of revolutionary

perspective leads eithet 1o a struggle 1o
change the women 's statug within the
present system or utopian daydreaming.
Talking in terms of the generic categories
of “men™ and “women™ anly produces
confusion, Por woinen, an inastence on

- fernele solidarity against male oppression
. has historically been necessary, But to
chamcterisa “men’’ as encrnics is a disas-
trous political position, hacause men and

s weomen equally belong to different and

T antagonistic classes, and therelooe have

WIitings on women. Although not a
Muarxist, she succeeded betler than prae-
vious writers on this subject in capturing
the essence of bourgeots ideology in rela-
tionship Lo women. Much work: stll
remains.to be done: the classical Marxist
tradition has not provided an adeguate
theory of the role of the family in the
social formation or the role of women in
aocigty, The relationship between famale
militancy in the capitalist countries and
the periodic reconstitution of the labour
farce in'the search for cheaper labour
bemaine to he explered as well as the
conmection between this mililancy and
other forms of the class struggle.

NEITHE R MALE CHATVINISM NOR

PEMENISM

Thewomen's liberation movement of
Loday lacks the concroteness of the
‘demund for the vote, but ils Hterature
ts genuinely radical in Lhe sense that

“women realise more and more that they

caniot be [ree under the present system,
Howover, femings! recomrmendations for
the future are doamed Lo impatence,

Society cannot be changed radically with:

out the proletarion revolution dny ather

.. different class loyalties. Bourgeais men

in the past have talked about female
emancipation. For a social-democrat
Loday, the stroggle against women's
oppression may seem a atruggle Tor

“human righta"—Init how Lo specify
4 thege rights in a society based on' negua-

lity? Feminism claims that women’a lib
i an inter-clas: movement because all
women are oppressed lrrespective of
their class background. Male chauvinlzm
ot the ather hand presents all men as
perior sex, Both are twin ideologies of
shu ruling class, the conseguence of its
sexual politics (male chauvinism heing
more reactionary because directed by a
privileged against an opprossed sex ).

LIBERATION OF WOMEN I8 A REVT)-
LUTTONARY TASK

Far a revolulionary the struggle for
momen s liberation is a vital question of
the revolution o come, a revalution that
8 not just the overthrow of the bourgenis
rule but a long and painful process of
preparation for and consolidation of this
decisive rupture, Political and cultural
revolution must necessarily accompany
changes in economic organisation, The
revolution in the West will take off fram
a more advanced economic base than did,

WHAT I's1 TR Y WG TlII GaY 5 THAT TEIF MHMADE ME
LOWE

SEE THIKGES I & REW Wiy, T THINK T

for examplse, the Russian revalution, Bul
Lhe bourgeoiz vule in the Wast is much
maore entreached ideologically, less
visible and thus in some ways more
powerful. It poses for revolutionary
women-special and difficult tasks never
tackled before. Should women organise
ool Lhe basis of women's demands alone
or do they have to attack all aspects of
the bourgeois rule? This rule has proved
itself to be immensely flexible; is there
anything to prevent it from granting
greater freedom to wamen? [t certainly
cannot grant el women eguality with
men, even i this equality is defined in
hourgeois terms—but it does nol, Follow
that one has to wait for the revolution
to oceur, because the revolution cannot
happen et ail without the partici pation
of women. Women cannot agroe Lo the
argument often presented within the
trade union movement that “t is not
the right moment™ to push theit demends
or that their political activity divides the
working class—nothing divides Lhe work-
ing class more than the persistence of
ineguality and bourgeois ideology amaong
its members, The revalution starts naw
and immense work remains to be donea.

Starting now our demands must ineor-
porate demands for real liberation of
women. The four demands around
which women are uniting todny are ondy
a beginning,

Hronko Moges
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The elashas in Jordan of 8 few week s 2qo are an
edditional proaf of the dewricration of the
relationship of forcos at tha axpanse of the Pal-
estinian rasistanca. During the previoos crisas
betfore Septamber 1970 the resistence was able
to ricke tha rising tide of mobilizatlan. Mo,
howeever, it s suffering the direct political and
milifary consaquences which follow from the
putting in practice of the Calro agrésamants,
Today the resistance is isolated, it is outside
tha camps end towns, end that means ootside
the protection of the Jardanizn and Palestinian
miases. 11 is concentrated in places which have
been agread o in Cairo and is therelere pxposed
1o the attecks of the Jordaalan arry. For four
months the army has been honting down the
resesiance. or what is lafe of it

The “strengthening” of the Throne

Wasfi Tall’s nominaticn as Prime Minister is
Hussein's way of strengthening and 1o soma
axtant ewen recanstnecting the state apparatus,
which hadd bean demaged by the developrment
of the resistance. He had ta eliminate every pos-
sahility which could lead back to the “'dual
power™ situation which developed in the courss
of "6Y and "7, Tha first acts of the Government
wiara tha purging of the administration and the
pollce {the army having been already quite
thoroughly purged after the June 70 crigis).
Criring kls ineermational tour last month,
Humein obtginad financial and militare aid from
JGreat Brieain and the United States | K uwait
and Saudi Arabia having restarted their financial
aid]. An Birlift between 'West Garmany and
Zarka Adrport fex-Revolution Airport of the
Popular Front) provided madees matarial to
rearm the Aayal Army. Thus Husssin receives

the rewvard fram his imperialist imasters, who
thank him far his lowvelty,

The role and political consequences of
the clashes

Tha elimination of the rasistance in the Toense—
the direct rasult of the Calre sgraemants
pxnlaidig the nature of the meent clashas, which
have taken placa in cutlying aress (Bakaa 20
kitornetras from Amman] and the tatal txx of
rnass snabilisation. Today the army controls the
towns. |t does not tolerats the presanoe of the
popalar militia and it even intereened against
smell demonstrations which taka plage in the
rehuges camps. Thus awen inside the Palestinian
camps the resistancs 14 hunted down, Thas:

ptopie who thought that thay could maka o
provishomal trucs based an Hussein®s word amnd
controd by the Arab states aee now paving for
their nalvety and their total lack of political
and military preparadness. & great part of the
Pelestinian resstance was blinded by the
reactionary mythology of “beother Arabh™
through a lack of understanding of the inter-
natianal nature of imperialiam inits differant
forms [Zionisn, Arab reaction).

O the other heed, the intersention of the
army in tha heart of the camps Ends to
davelop en attituds in Fevour of the unification
af Transjordan and nocupied Cigordan {West
Bankl. Aopeals lonched by prominent Pales-
tinians from the occuplad tereltories has en
couragad this siteetion.

Husssein seems more and maore eticent
towwards the American imparialist plant to try
1o create @ Palostinian state in the framework of
a faderation including Trans ordan, Whila ligui-
dating the Falestinian resistanca, ha wants ta
proves: that he is & valuabla intermediary in the
framework of a global salution, The future of
the Palustinian resistance also depends maore

Faan 1Z

Tha Hoad Mals 22 March (911

than gvir on e outcorme of the plan leading
to the creation of a Palestinian state.

This plan, with which the Arab petit bou-
ganisie isin egreament, fits in well in its pan-
Araby peal Hies since it s rying to Houidate the
resuria of the Juna T9G7 war, When sadat
dieclares bluntly and more sharply than Nasser
that he will not tolerata tha total croshing of
thie Pabestinian resistance, hemeans that the
Palestinian resistance, or at least a part of (1,
muast be integrated in an ovarall solution, 1 he
fesals frea to make such statements, (1 i anly
becasss Hussein has deaply undrmmined the
resistance and i3 woral crushing woubd remove

A weaighty argurmant from the patit bourgeais
reglmes in their negotistions with im perisfism.

O the other hand one e sea beyond
Husmin’s initiatives the incepecity of the LA R
Libye-Syria biloc to bring effective predsam to
beear om the Jordan regima. Masssr's death has |
rafeazed centrifigal tandencias from behing the
united facads of the Armb chiefs.

In Cigerdan ton, an attempt has been mada
to construet & neutral third farce, not lnked e
Hussein ["the butcher af the peaals™) or to tha
"terrorists™ {the arganisations of the resistance
Thiswould be the social foree capable of sup.
porting the Palestinian state, The movemarnt of
refugess towards ocoupied Clgordan reinforoes
such & perspective.

The future of the resistance

The Laft of the resistance alane can bring
formard the palltcal anewers reguired, faced
with local and imertiational initistves and with
e deterioration of the political and milicary
sitwation. Aftar the fallure of the CCAP [Co-
ordinating Committes for the Palestinien FResis-
tancEl s unity attampt. tha left wing ol the
resistance-has put forwerd a number of parspac-
tives, notably tha elandesting rebuilding of the
resistance. Warious executions by Jordanisn or
Lebumess torturers seerm o indicate that a part |
of the Falestinian resistance has taken this road |

In‘a self critical text on the crisis of Septem-
bar 1970, the Dermocratic Frond |FPOLFP] has
afflrmed the necessity of consistent political
work airmed at the Jordanian peasants'|the
sogan of agrarian reforms is put fonward) smd
workers {unity a1 the kaval of the Unioms and
organisatianal links with the resistance). tis |
only by this male-like work in Jordan and
Lebaron and not by the ald fantasias that the
resistanca Fnled with othar naw revelitionary
foroas, notably Lebaness, will suceaed in
breaking tha stranglehold of Hussein's roops
anc in cortwitting the maneooyvres of the petit
hourgacis ragimes,

At a time when throughout the world
Zionist forces are feeding on Stalinism [the
Laningrad trial) to consolidete their unity
Iquasi-fesciat grecps to “laft"” Zionlsts), reeoiu-
tignary militants must intansify their support
to the Palestinian people and to the resistancs,
Its omly spokesmean,

A Voloachs
], _-Wﬂ_fﬂﬂf




TURKEY:

democrati
revolution™

For almost two vears now Turkey has
experieneed & continuous agitalion
marked by numerous strikes with oocu-
pations, university struggles | teachers and
students) pulting forward demands and
agitating on anfi-impedalizt themes.
Turkey s participation in NATO, the eco-
nomie and militery implantation of the
United States, and the sharpness of the
Cypriot struggle have always been the
mobilization points of the Turkish
MASSES,

The revolutionary upsurge in the
Middle East marked by the appearance of
the Palestinian resistance has inspired a
movemoent of inlernational solidarity
which has transcended the Izslamic frmme-
work. One of the factors has been the
realisation that 11,5, bases in Turkey can
act sl any time s the starting point for
an intervention in the entire region
againgt any development of the revolutio-
nary movemend, as the Jordan crisis in
September 1970 showed quite clearly.

In addition, through its common frontier
with the USSR, Turkey has a strategic
inlerest of fundamental importance for
1.5, imperialism. The Ottoman Empire,
Enown not ao lomg ago as the “Sick Man
of the Middle East", the abject of a
colomialist carve-up even before Workd
War [, iz today reduced to Turkey, ong
of the pawns of imperialism, gateway to
the Arab world.

From Kemuotism lo imperiglist dependance
The rise of the Arab nationalist movement and
the dismantling of the Ottoman Empire finished
alter the 191418 War, allowing the Army,
which had been defeated on various fronts. to
chivect itselfl Lo the seizure of power at home.
The Femalist " Revoludon™ attained its ends in
1923 and started Turkey on the road of Wester-
misstion, thus formalising imperialist penetra-
tion. By an anti-working clazs polley {prohibi-
tion af the Communtst Party in 18923, abolition
of the right Lo strike, ete.) nnd by oppression of
nutional minorities, it sought to promole the
mortgaged birth of a national bourgeoisie and
Lo diminish the strength of rellglous conserve-
tisin. That was the meal mesning of the =iz
puint”’ programme of Kemalism: nationalism—
popullam—statism-sacubiism—repu bllcanizrm—
reformism. Power was eoneeminiled into the
handa of the Kemalist PRP (Peoples Republican
Iariy), the only legal party.

After the Second World War, theough [ts
sémtepic position, Turkey attracted the designs
of the Soviet bumaucraey o complete its qur-
rounding banks.

This Stalinist policy allowed the kourgecisie
to Yjustify™ Lo the masses its total Involvemenl
io the imperistst camp, as the sending of Turk-
ish troops to Ko demonstrated jehe Last
soldiers stationed there retumed only o month
agao).

The beterogenelvy of the PP which
included saldies of petit bourpeois orgin, Land
owners and povornment, bureauerats, indicated
chi inevilahility of o split. The Democratic
Parly founded by ex-leaders of the PRFP Look
the pro-impertalizs poliey o it exlreme when
it came to powet in 1930, Participation in the

MATOD pact browsht Turkes to play & direct
parl in the :f.!.n.lgglg ag“,aln!:l rcvc’hhqlinqar].- move-
ments The [sadership engaged ina poliey of
eidiss self-crilicism and hoesy up the Slogan of
. “'mitlionaeiee in epch distriet™.

The ressult of the Bondung Conference, the
suecess of Maserdsm after the natlonalization
of the Suex Canal, and the Syrian-Egyptlan
Unily project, the coup d'atal of Kissem in
Teag In 1958 mekindled che embitions of those
elements in the army nostalgic for Kemalism.
The wrmy vy the ooly altemative political fores
to the ultra-conservatism of the PRP took
poveer amay from il on May 27th 1980, and put
In = place the Adnan Menderes dictatorahip,

THE SHARPENIXG STRUGGLE
TODAY (1960-70)

fmperialist pere fretion

Today Turkey b= cne of the maost important
imperialist positions in the region. OF courss,
L5, imperializm |5 dominant, but i€ is associated
with the ecomomle preseiters of West Geemany
{pharmaceutical industry, Mercedas], and of
Cireat Britain. The 1.5, Army cccuples bases in
the Blsck Sea (Samsun, Trabzum), Aegean Sen
and Mediterrancan (Tzmir, Adana and Kam-
mursel near lstanbul ).

The ruling party (Justice Party—AP) and all
Lhe righl wing parties are in the pay of imperia-
limm. The CIA is one of the mechonisms by
which che siste rules Turkey. The forelgn debi
of Turkey increased in September 1967 to 1.4

thousand million dollars while foreign capital in
Turkey grew from 65 million Turkish pounds
in 1958 to 00,000 million in 1866.

Lultural pepression is one of the bases of
power tog, Out of & total of 40% leraces,
S0 are peasanls, and 13,000 villages are still
without schools, In addition, from 1863 to
1968, prices have Incressed 72%, thus sharply
cutting down the living standards of the leas
favoumd cliussgs,

Ar expiosive situafion

Thanks to the electoral faree In 1861, the
Democmtic Party come to power under the
natre of the Justice Parly (Adalet Party); it is
slill in power todas,

At the zame tlme the Turkish Workers Purty
wis founded by Al Avhar and sorme social-
democrlic union leaders, [ has a refonmist and
parliarmentary ling: [b organizes 4 unbon, DESE,
lor oppose [he officin] unionizm of the Uajon
Confederation of Turkey (Turk 15) sel up by
Ammrlean specialists and the ruling parcy
[0, D00 mermnbers as against FO000 in [HSK).

Slnee 1967 strupgles have intensified. The
student movement which galns nourishment
from the workers strugples plavs an imporiant
rade In thetn, notably in anli-imperialist demon-
strations linked to the daily class struggle.

—196%: mohilizations agalnat  the prsence of
American bases.

—dune 15649 oecupetion of the Unlverslby of

Ankars and Itanbul, confeontations with the

peslice, soon melleved by the Avmy.

A5 wall a5 universicy skroggles, morne than
204 impattant slrikes hove taken place: in the
Americun bases (13671, in the Zongu ldak mines
(1968, Often viclent strikes with occupations,
clashes with the police or the Army. Even
lheruph The right to strike only dates back to
1863, che working class has demanstraled groat

raaturity, a very pdvanced clas conseiousness
and has linked itsell with the student movement,

It June L9700 the Government wanted to pass
theoupgh an anti-working cliss lay hanniog TS,
The reapeonse was overwhelmbyg: 100 000 woe-
kers demonstrated and elashed violently ppainst
the foroes of boungeois order, The workers'
leatders were outflanked in the face of initiatives
froim the base (selting up of delence commil-
tees) which transeended thele legallstle peactlee.
The continuing detedoration of buyiog power
|86 5% devalaation of the Turkish pound Lo
August 1970), the banning of steikes by state
cmployers, the feactionary policy almed atb
crouting fascist proups, in assasinaling workers
and students’ lenders, raises up an opposition
toclay even Inside the Army, Sixtv-nine Turkish
officers senl o statament to the newspapers in
which they complaln about the mmuoloy which
the Insevisls anjoy, condemning in severe larms
the acts of terrorizm of the extreme right and
|.|p-|,||_'||_1,' l;_ll_!ﬁ‘.'rlﬂ“lg the pl':agl‘vpﬁ:['.lr. aftcent
elements.

The countrvabde where three-guarters of the
Turkish population lives (35 million) is not free
from strugghes. Some of the land of the lotifun
dists has been oscupled and clashes have mhen
place with the police and army,

The deepness of The erisis end the gbsence
af o vanguard party

The reformizm of the Turkish Workers Partw,

the weakness of the Turkish Communist Party

%01' socialist

(TCP) explains the absence of & vevolotionary
solution tiv & crigis which has lasted for nearly
18 years, Outsde of this opposition che're exist
In Turkey somme vanguard oucle, some of whom
snateh at the theory of the “bloc of four
clames", Today, faced with the constant rise of
closs strepples, the construetion of the mewalu-
thonary party 18 the Lk of prime importance
for Tuekish revolutionaries. Some comrades sre
engaged In this proces.

The sharpness of the crisis and the inability
of the pevermment to deal with It inereases the
danger of & military conp d'etacwhich would be
8 brake on the radlcalisstion of the msses. The
slrategic imporlines of the reglon may lead m-
perialism o intervene divectly or Indlrestly to
halt the revolutiopary upsuege in Turkey, which
through it partieolarity has suffered Jilthe from
Lbe selback to the evolulicnery struggle in the
reglon brought about by the defeal suffesed by
the Palestinian resistance in September 1870,
But the present selback of the revolutionary
forces in the Middle Egst could have serfous
conseguenees |n Turkey as wall, After the crisis
of Seplembar 1970, U5, imperinlism has vestar-
ted its anms supplies to Turkey. Thus faced by
the Intematlonalisation of the struggle, revolu-
timnaries must work at the juncton of the
caritres of struggle in the region,

Devese with imperiaficm and (s lekevs

For the Joiring up of the different fronls of
atrugygles in the Middle Epstr
Mavol-Erika
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e af the myths that helps to keep the Labour
laft gquing is the belief that 6t :ome tima in the
past the Lahour Party was a parsy which really
stood for the interests ol the seorking elass.
ikt Is needed, we are told, is to recapture”
the Labour Party from the right wing. The truth
Is pamplataly diffarant, Tha Labour Party has
never baan a party represen ting the intarests of
the sark ing class. Wa cen see this vary clearly if
wia consider what we are always told was the
presstest hatrayal” of tha Labowr Party keeders,
that of 1331, In that year the main leadars of
thy Party enterad into a coalition with the
Torias with the aim of cutting enemployment
pay, The Labour “lefts™ tall us that this was @
betrayal, but in fact itwas completely in lina
wiith the wraditional policias of tha Lebour
Party, and it is in fact today not merely consis
tent with the policies of the Labour leader ship,
buat glon with the policies of the “left™ wing,
The Tribunites and their supporters are meraly
less rdalistic than the Aghtwing in that they do
mol see the consaquances of the policies they
advocate,

The early Labour Party

Right 1 the Labour Party’s beginning, at Lhe
1800 conferance of the Labour Reprasentation
Committes, it was mack clear that the Labour
Party was not going to be mede a paity of zeal
strugrle, & mation that 'the reprasantatives of
the working class mosernen tln the Housa of
Comrmans wauld form a distinet party baged on
the reconnition of the cless war and having for

its ultireate object the socialisstian of the means

of produstion'’ wis dafagtad, Mot wntil 1316
weas thie fernous Clause 4 adapted which com-
mitted the party 1o & policy of nationalistion,
anel then it was only adopied because of the
huge impetus to working class devel oprmen t
giwean by the Russian Ravolution,

The first of rmany maneouyres entered into
by the Perty came in 15403 when the Party
laadars Mac Danald and Herdie antared into a
wecrat electoral agraemeant with the Liberal
Party. This resulted In the Labower Party sup
porting in Parliament a goeernment wileh used
troops against the South \Wales miners amd
which threataned to use gunships 10 shell
strikers in Liverpaal, After this stirring spisoce
came the flag waving of the First Werkd War in
which the Labour Perty supported the wse of
armias to defend the colonies of tha British

Emplre. This habit of deferding the Empire wes

cantinued by tha first Leboor government in
1924 which appoainted a5 Ministar for the
Colonies J. . Thamas, the railwaymen’s
leader, wrhose main enjoymeants werne dressing

Labour History

the

Mr. mied Mre Rty MacDonald?,
up in evening ssits and carrying cut campaigns
against the militents insida his own unlon.
Meedlegs 00 sy, it was nevier even suggestad by
this povernemant that the British Empira, which
exploited and crushed a quarter of humanity,
shoegld g piven up, This governmant was also
notabie Tor & sepert scarvdal n which it was
rivwgitled thag the Prima Minister WMacDonald
had recaived a Daimler and 30,000 £1 shares
from the head of the Mcitie and Price
company . This gavernment was so inefectusl
it could not eyvgn enact a bill giving a minimum
weaga o agricultural waork ers. Totally wnsurpris-
Ingly, when this gewernment fall, the working
class did not bother o elect it a second time,
Tha General Strike naturally had the Labour
Ferty terrified. The darling of the Labur Parry,
Beatrice Webb, summed up their fealings when
zha gaid, "The failura of the General Strike of
1826 will be ane of the most d@onificant lind
marks in tha history of the British working ol ess.
Futura histarians will, | think, regard it 8z the
death gasp of that pernicious doctring of
‘workiars® cantral’ of public affairs. . . Thia
absurd dectrine wi Inraduced into Britsh
working cles ifo by Tom Mann and the guild
sociakists . . . On the whale, | think, itwasa
proletarian dlstermper which had to run 13
course and like other distermpers it is well to
have it aver and done with at the cost of &
‘engthy convalescenca.”’ J. H, Thamas was evan
mare open in his fear that the working clas
might actually do something which really
threatened capitalism, He stated in thie House
of Commons, 'What | fearad most about this
strike maare than anything ebse was this—if by
chance it should have got cut of the hands of
those wha weauld be akln to exercise some can-
trol, very 5ahe man knaws what wouald hawe
happened. | thank Geod it frever did.” Thess are
the trua idess of the Labourite, Whenever they
antar a fight they are mare seared of the wark-
ing clags actually doing semething than they are
cancerned about fighting the employing clas.

The 18249 Labour government

The zall-out of the General Strike in 1928 led to

the domoralisation of the mas= of the waorking
class, This demoralisation lested for nearly 20
wears. This was not campletely apparent at first,
hessever. The ruling class pushed home their
complate wiumph o litte oo openly,. The modt
Fated of their measures wes the axtramaly
rapressive 1927 Trade Dispeoctes and Trade
Unlan Act, wehich declased illegal sympathy
strikas, torbade civil @edens to belonyg to trade
unions affiliatad to the TLIC, and placed the
polltieal levy to the Labour Party on a contract-
ing in and not a contracting cut basis, Asa

/
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result of pesEatient against thesa and similar
measures, in the 15920 General Election Labour
wias electad as tha larpest single party in Parlia
rment. |t wes, however, still not & party with an
avizrall majority.

Tha key problam facing the Party was
unermployrment, which stood at ower 8 million.
This represented nearly 105 af the insured
wiorking forces. Tha tast by which any Labour
mervrrnrnent wauld be | odged was bar o jt
atternptad to sl the probiem of unemploy-
rvent. But hera the reformist nature of the
Labiour Party weas to be Tatal,

I 1929 the entire cepitalist system was in &
state of aconomic collapse. In all counthes
unemploymsent was incressing et 8 tremendous
rata. In the Uinited States the stock market had
collapeed. In Germany raging unemployment
was leading milllans of the Gerrman working
clags to support Hitlar's Mazi Party. In a peariod
SF callapse of the capitalist scancmie systam, It
was irpossible to solva tha problem of unam-
ployment b copitatist methaods, Only the
establishrment of a totally nationalisad economy
and a break with the waorkd market could do so.
Thiswould hava invcehed using the full strength

af the warking ¢lass sgainst the capitalist pystam,

and this of course the Labour Party refused oo
do. It set out o solve the problem of unem
ployrment in capi talise terma and from that
miarmest on i was descmiegd,

By 1931 the economic situation was com-
plately out of hand. Unemployment hed
reached the staggering tatal of 2,707 000
Trada union membesship had fallen tohalf its
size in 120, The answer of the cormmites sat
up by tha Labour Party to investigate the
proplem? It recommended 8 cut in wnemploy-
ment benofit of 208 Initially the gavermment
hagitated, but Its hand was forcad when in tha
surmmer of 1931 a sarias of European banks
aoblapsed, leading to masaive panic emonpst all
financiers and the withdrawal of [rvestments
from Britain.

I responmse o this the eo e Labour Cabsnet
agreed to savings of £56 million fneleding the
introduction of a means test for the transltanal
beneflt pald before unemployrent benefit
proper was paid, and the raising of insurance

cantributions thus making the emplayvad workers

pay for supparting the unemployed ones,
It is anly at this point that tha membars of
the Labour “left” start taking up the stary. The

betreyal for this consists of the fact that in order

e get threagh & cut in unermploymant pay

Wt Donald then led the eading members of his
Labowr Cabinet into a coslition with the Torles.
But this wes meraly tha straw which broke the

oreat betrayal?

camal's back . The entire Labour Cabinet bad
agreed 1a the majority of walfare cuts and
MacOonald weas anly careying the palicy of
accepting the dictates of the capitalist economr
to its logical conclusion. He was in fact far me
realistic than the members of the Cabinat whe
opposed tha cuts in unemployment Banefil,
Tiney acceptisd tha policy of sipporting capita
fism and than refused to accept the consi-
quentes—MacDonald supported the policy anc
was prepared to accept the conseguences,
Having acoepiedd tha poficy, tha opooneants of
WacDionald had na alternative o ofter, and
bpzama @ historical irrelavence. What happana
in 1931 wasnot the betrayal of the Labour
Party but tha fulfilment of its historical roh—
that of the last Hre of defence for capitalism.

The lessons

1931 did nat finis the Labour Party. On tha
gontraey, after & pariod the Labour Party
armerged with a stronger hald over the worlking
clase, It was to play tha e of saving capltalls
once ggain in 1845-51. Whist lessons can we
draw from thisT

Firstly it is guite clear that the capltalist
class sees the Labour Party a5 o wespon for
attaking and dealing with tha working clas.
Lord Samual pointad cutin 1931 that, “in vie
of tha fact that the necesary sconamios woul
proseg mest unpalatable to wurk_ihg GHEEE-;. i:t
wwould be in the ganeral interest if they wera
Imposed by 2 Labour govamment.” What ha
mizait by this was ol course that i a Labour
govarnment introduced meararas attacking the
wiorking claws, sctions of the warking cles
weould be confused by this and would not figh
the Labour govermment This was the same
argument as was used by, for exampla, the
Econarmust magazina in 1964, They believed
that the trade unions would not fight an
IMERTIES |:|e:|i|:|,r introduscsd by ther Labour
Party,

Zeecendly, 1t s elear that thie palicy of the
Lakaour Party, includiog its “lafts’, of trying t
fimd solutions to problems affecting the
warking cless within the framewark of cepita-
lisrm, and that the freguent opan onslaughts o
the Labour Party egainst the warking class—fc
excpmple, the 1831 unemployment outs, the
atternpted imprisaning of strikers during the
postwar Labour government, the in Blaee of
Strife snti-union propossis—are mot “batrayal:
af the Labour Party, bt on the contrang res
ingeitabhby from it refusal to mobilise the full
strength of the working class against capitalisr

Most revelutionaries have leamad these
lpasons, bul some at least have not understooc
a third lesson, and that is that it does not at al
follow that beacauss the Labour Party openly
attacks the warkiing class, the waorking class w
turn tooa rewolutionary solutices to its probler
To beliese that is to fall prey to the “passive,
fatalistic attitude to the fundamental tasks of
tha revalution which Trowsky condenins so
hitterly, (In the contrany, if tha working class
anters a period of social erlals withaut it -
sions in the Labour Party beingchallangad, th
et likely cuteorme of a Labour gevarnmsent
which sttades theworking clas will be a mass
disillusionment with politics on the part of th
Jmajority of the warking class. This means tha-
revcdutionaries should not advance slogans suc
s “Labour to povear with a socialist programr
but on the coatrary the main throst of their
groument must ba with slogans which maka it
clear thet warkars have nothing to expect at a
from tha Labour Party. The lasson of 1931 is
ricst sirmply that the rala of the Labour Perty i
o defend capltalism, But also hat even when
does 50 opanby, warkars will not automatical s
tum from the Labcur Party toweeds revolutio
ary eltarmatives.

Aty Jowves
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FASCISTS IN THE SQUARE AGAINTI

The Mational Demoeratic Party intends o hold
a rally at Trafalgar Sguare on the afternoon of
Sunday ZBth March. This iz the firat Faseist
rally to ks held in London since Maosley's in
1962, which was stopped by anir-fascisis,

THE NOF CAN BE STOPFED TooN

What is the NDPF?

The W was foundad in 1964 by O, David
Brown, who was alio a founder membar of the
Racial Presmruation Society.

The policles of the MOP ate similar o those
of the Mational Front—they are both FASCIST.
The MO#® is also neo-Nazi, and is in contact with
foreign Nazis,

The NDP has strong links with the Eaat
Anglla Forum, led boy the noo-Mazi Baron
hrothers, Kavin Baron was described by Jahn
Tyndall of the NF a3 “a staunch devotee of
Mational Socialism, ™

Carty Renfard of Forest Hill, South London,
is moaw in hospital suffering from multiple bums
recaived when four petrod bombs were thrown
I & howse on January 3rd, Two youths, bath
rmambears of Fascist organisations, have bien
charged,

The: growang climate of ropression and recis
lism is encouraging Fascists like the NOP and the
NF.

STOP THE MDOPF RALLY, MARCH 28
fazued by the Anti-Fascisr Covrtanther of (Froat
Britain, 5.E.3
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ECONOMIC STAGHATICN

M recent “ecpert’ review of tha aconomy,
gigned by the countey 's leading academio
EOnomists states "To turn (o aggregata
dermand, the gros demestle peoduct has ghown
Httle growth over the past 12 months Output
was flat in the fivst half of 1970 and in the
serond hall esems do have been o mere 14%
higher than in the second half of 1963 " —from
the "Londen and Cambridgs Economic
Bulletin” fior the last quarter of 1970, poblished
February [971.

WHY ACCEPT CAMITALISM?

The Tory Party presaure froup called the B
Grrowp fes fest puklished a “memorasdem ok
oy, teflation wed incomes policy ' They call 1
“The Wages of Fear", Poorly produced, i calls
for @ stafwtory incomes policy, and cauld he
totally ignored excopt for one brterasting i
sicm—“Unfortunately, for reazons which we shall
dizcuss shortly, it (s impracticable to operate a
captlalist syatetn wathoud such [a'rgr -sealie
:wqu.:htu&-f Theis we have o dilepome. Prople
et capitalism, at least in the negative sense of
naor waneing the only feasible alternacive, but
they are wiilling o aceept one of (i eszemilal
fedflli"ﬂlllf.ﬂ'uf E‘[IT||:I|I'|,]:|._I:._I_ I"lit' I:El'-'f'ﬂ'ﬂﬂ'u"l'ﬂ ix
dated farugry 1971 1t .‘i‘t{m ter el how
FI‘I’?H‘HFIEF‘I‘J Trjr'p EJI_'I‘tﬂ',Ir_}EI-u BT H‘lﬂ' .I'-'r-lpul:.h'lrv
|:|-|'- tha system they dperaty,
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Howhere are middle-class politics move pathatic
than in the Harth of Ireland, The frish Times
on February 230d reports that the Alliance
Party {a huddlieg tngether of middle-class
Frotestants and Catholics), in Chaeens University
Belfas:, had condemned the displaving of the
Irish Triealour and Starry Flowrh Flag by
cnembers of the Cuesens Fepoblican Club, whe
weTe wearing combas fackers and hlack berets,
They gay:

“Black berets and combat jackets are now
univacsally seen as symbols of Republican mili-
taramm. A publie display of the same can do no-
thing but perpetuste Protestant fears of an IRA
blocd bath, while encouraging tha Unionist

establishmant in a further gwing to the cight.”
They are also quated 35 saying that the right of
the Kapublican Club to organise should not be
acover for 'the activities of fascist qangsters
Tormenting wctarian wrarfare.”

Al tha craven fear of lberalism for revalo-
ticnary action is exprassed here. The Quesns
Rapublican Club, elthough technically illagal,
is the spearhead of the left within the Univer-
=iy, they have succesded in getting che Studants
Unioo committed to the pobioy of an “[rish
Werkars Republic', and have been in the fare
fromt of struggles for student democyacy and
against the University's links with Sauth
Africa. They display the flag of the heeoic 1914
Dublin Rising, and the flag of the warld's first
workers’ militia. Far this they are called 'fasciet.”

The North of Ireland is now uader perma
nent military occupation. The Cathelic natdcnal
minorily in ity ghettoss is fighting back agains
the Eritish Army. More and mare young psople
will be donning the hlack baret and green com
bar jacket of the [RA, "Official'’ as in Queens,
of “Provistanal' a5 in Ballymuerphy and the
Ardoyne. It is the unifacm of the armed van-
quard of the oppressad minority.

The Rad Mole hails the Queens Eepublican
Club as thevanquard of a new generation of
Irish man and women who are now apening up
another stage in the struggle for national libera-
tiom. We express our solidarity with them, and
knaw that they will not stop unel the Tricclour
and Starry Flough fy over, oot just Queene
University Beffart, but a Workers Repuhlic of
[roland.

They will be remembered when {reelevancios
lixa the Allance Party are fargotten foraver.

WORE AND MORE MILITANCY

A capitalist mghtmare s turning into reality. &
year ago, Prime Minister Har old Wilson said, “We
sec all over rhe industrial world an inceeasing
degres ol nduserial militancy of internatiooal
proportions . . . the strike prablem is phing
b fonr all of s ane of the big problems . . . as
we enker the 1970s™ —speech ro New Yaork
avdicsice { Times, 2od Febiuacy, 1970} Today,
those fears are proved to be correct, as more
and more workers cake action in the sorogele
fod Better conditions and WAELE, The "'Dl.'l:lll:‘l-
ment of Employment (Gazecte' in Bricain, for
January 1971, shows:

“Numbher of Warking [¥ays Lost in Strikes
aied Stoppages’”

15HGH L 0,000

149469 &, A4, (40

1970 10,97 0000 J
Number of Strikes

1964 Z. 378

1945 3021

1970 3 ERA

Andd abroad. the workers” strugple alsn grows, as
The Times reports to bosses in Beitain: "Danger
Sime tn Holland and Belpum. Incle Warkers
rurning ro milicaney” [11eh Febroary 19710
“France -may, 1964, still casts irs shadow over
waorkees . it is eoc of the fundame oeals of
ma<lern France chat this sore of explosion

could happen again™ (9rh February 1971),

HLE e ey

LESS HOUSEBLIILDING

“Dirrimg 1070, 3719 000 perrnanent housas and
flare were started and 351,800 corpbeted in
Greal Sritein, commpansd with 247500 and

I SO0 in 1R —guats frae “Hoasing Report
far 18707, Departroent of the Environamer

The statishics in this repore show 3 stoad):
deciing In hausebuilding since TO67 68 Alsm,
e 53T renoet slales—

LESE 5L UM OLEARANCE

“The foral numiber of houses damolished ar
siased in England and Walss & 0 mesult of sfom
claarance action in P850 war 67,800, compared
with @8 200w 1969 "
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FRICES AND TAXES TO GO TIP?
The capitallsd press often turos Lo fovecasting
the economic future. On 22nd February 1971,
The Times corcied an artbele by Wymnne Codby—
“until last summer, he was deputy direetor of
the Treasury teonomic section, where his
speecial interests were economie forecasting . , ™
Mow an academic at Cambridge, this -
government adviser states ™, an the most
favourable nsumptions about the initial cost
of EEC membership, the growth of consump-
linn between 1969 and 1974 will have to be
eonstrained bo an aversge of about 2% a voar

« personal eonsumption will, on o assump
thons, have to be reduced by al least L5540
million . . . It seems clear that a suhstantial
proporticn of the reduction in personal con-
sumption Below trend will be brought shout by
thee irecrense in food prives which (= parlly thy
revult of higher import prices, parlly of import
levies and partly fower subsidios Ieverthels,
wr conclude that even aflowing for this, fhe pet
burden of teration will hate 0 heconme healier
rather than lighter taking the pedod as 3 whobe, ™
{our ecnphases)

BHITISH IMPERLALISM

- e¥erseas imvestment is the aced-com of our
fistere prosperity , . and private mvestment
UNCTECAS (51 present running at about £600 to
L300 millicn a vear. This is investment for the
future, and it is good for the futuse of our
cotn iy —from speech by Changellor of the
Exchequer Anthony Barber (o the Overseas
Bankers Club Banguel of 1st Fabrary 1971,

Why Eurape?
However, in the very same speech, the Chancel:

A Riernfer of Fumerrs ane circrlaling about dhe
fete of Tribune, whose fieanciel probiems are
morrg than usually ocute One plon to salvage the
Paguir envidges o more or leek formel marger or
tie-up detwerr Tribune ond the Morning Star, as
part af ¢ more ambious elliznee be boean the
Cl-and the Labour Party. The pitiable prob.
lems of the Labour Left during the Tnsd govern-
ment discredited (t oven in the eves of reformist
trade union leeders. Now that the € F has so
Lhoroughiy eceommendoted iiself to aeelod deme-
efaey, wiat cowdd he mave rolongd Thora OF
attenpt to liwd some sembleree of reclily Fo
the fosi-dsnppearing fake Lefl of fha Lobour
Party, win whel could be a better (nsiruement
for this etvategy thar ¢ Moroing Star-Trbune
rreevgert The hopeful eand! wonld of coure be
& formal gpplication by the OF & effilicte fo
the Lakowr Party. Merrage-briker for the
aifianes of decrepil reformizm and senile
Sinlinism i repufed fo be none other than The
Bpokesman mugnzive which we bellops s some
coknection with @ Mr. Ken Cogtes of Notting-
furm.

TLLLEETne IIIfHIIH'IIHIIIEIIIIII1IHI1IIE1III’Ii

Fleer Steset guve page one coverage o the death
ol P RO mren in Belfrer on Febryary 2Toh,
1t meeded a searchof the beskle pages af the
REr et o revedl the reqton fov the dearfs
fhe arrest By the B UC of almanr 40 el
Republican vwormien

Nowhere will vou find & repore of Bow Dhese
Warken wele Iregied b the mallant bows i
boitile preen,

Nowdiere does 1 merrtion fet the twa ook
inrocert poficerien wlio wiere Shed were mem-
Traw ol thee Spocial Brmoh. thie, Detaciiie
Ingpectar Partersor, whane the unfree press
plgyed wp s a sort of Irish Divos of Dock
Cerdert, Rurs in Ml gt been the bodyguord of
wach ilfusirious parasies of Jeogueline Kemed -
Cings ey, wweisd e Calteckan end his wire, Tony
Armztronp-dones and iy wifin oo,

] E &

The American lmvasion of Laos bz handly lhved
up tor the hopes of the Pentagon, Possibly
bacause of that, sections of the liberal press
haree bean willing to admit that it is in fact an
American invmion, daspite the fact that the
bulk of tha forces invohed sre Vietnamese

There has besn surprisingly littls comment
on the fact that in spite of the 1962 Geneva
Aeenrd, which decraed that all forelgn forces
wara to leave Laos, Smerica bas maintsined &
40,000 strong mercenary force in the country
since that time. Known 82 Varmen ol andestine™,
this force of mercenaries s recruited mainly
frorm the Meo community, ard |s headed by a
"Major General” Vang Poa, known to his
Amaricon advisars 68 WP—he 12 an e sergeant
in the French army. Tha “armesa clandesting”,
run by the ClA, is based at Long Ting, just
South West of the Plain of Jars, whera it has s
3,000-foot-long all-weather airfield, complets
with T2 single-enpineg bombers, recannaissanos
helicoptars and transport plains,

L # &

—————
lor had to canfess that British capitalizm alone |'_L“”"““"“|H|“|"||"|“|.1"||'|'|||||.'|"|“l|i|

eoulll not survive in the face of imperialist corm-
petition of modern dimenstons—"T tum now to
the single most important evend of 1971 the
cutcoine of (the negatialions for Brilish member
ship of the Enropean Communitics .
uz acting ulone eould gain the things which wa
desired for our wn peaple in ferms of physical
selrily or econoanic or social advinee
eeinomic growlh and technologicnl develng-
mant tediy Teguire that we integrare our coo
Aornies and our markets.” & clear pdmission of
the decline of British cepitalism az an indepen-

e b

dent force.

& £l £

"IE T could degise a split in saciory which
assured me of the support of the mujoriey of
the working people and by far the greater pare
of the professional and administrative classes,
and alao some of the tradidonal lzaders of the
community with the success wirth which the
governinent of Wlster has accidentally been
biessed. then our Empire would stretch somards
sternity,

—Musgalind, 1925,
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Obviously it was not enough to bomb
the likerated ureas of Laos for seven
vears: it was not enough to make its
Tand the most ravaged in the whaole of
humean history: i1 was not enough o
drap n1rm;1.tmmh5 on Laos than were
ever dropped on even Southem Vietiam,
Today the imperialist war machine has
directly invaded Laos in the hope that
by daing so they will be able 1o defeat
the Indo-Chinese revoltion.

A week after the formal invasion of
Lans, the American Commander
mmnounees thit 20,000 Saigon IToop
and 9000 Americans are invalved just
below the 171h paraliel, We cannot
therefore totally rule out a land invasion
of the southern tip of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam.

The Whole of fide-Chin

The new American offensive foreshadows
the nexr stages of escalation: intensified
strugale in Cambaodia, particularly the
areas which the L5, April "7 offensoee
was not able to teuch, The constroction
of an immense base at Khe Sanh could
well signily the multiplication of system-
atic operations against all the liberated
areas i Indo-China. U.S. imperialism is
trying desperately to break the backbone
of the Indo-Chinese resistance and thus
has arrogated Lo itself the right to strike
whenever and in whatever way it chooses
anvwhere in Indo-China. Vietnam. Laos,
and Cambodia ave all one wider attack
by impeerialisn.

The fiction of American “disengage-
ment™ has petered ouf. Since the retreat
of 1.5, troops from Cambodia, the
Nixon administration fssues numbers of
American troops withdriwn from
Vietnam, but contrary to the impression
it creates, the peduction of the number of
.15 iz not accompanied by a redudtion
of ageression against the people of Inde-
China. What Nixon's advisers advise today
is “*sudden and brutal initiatives™ con-
cealed under a mask of withdrawal. The
sudden nature of the “new type’ escala-
tions allaws the fooling of public opinion
to e elaborated into a svstem, For days
the operations are covered up. Whes it's
ned longer possible Lo do so any longer
and the news leals out, the offensive is
already at an advanced stage. [n April
1970 Nixun lied for several davs main-

Sourh Vistramess csuattieg in Laos are maantirg daily

mining that American troops were nol
wping more than 30 kilometres into
Cambaodia: In May 1970 Nizon lied when
he stated that the South Vie namese
troops wonld be withdrawm after the
Armwericans had left A similar situation
oceurred in October "T0 when the Ameri-
ca Command pretended that no military
operation was taking place azainst North
Yietiam. The campaian on the fale of
LS, prisonersin North Vietnam was
ondy & pretext Lo cover up for the massive
boambing raids against the Narth. This

con finued escalation of the war Is hidden
by a amokescreen of lies and cant from
the American administration.

The imperialists have been using
chemical warfare sgainst the Yie tnamess
peaple since 1966, but taday it is used
an a scale quite different from that in
1967-68. The use of defoliants, herbi-
cides, toxic gases, has made uncultivable
whale ureas of Yietnam and have foans-
formed the Vietnmamese countryside inlo
a lunar landscape, The massacre of civi-
lian populalions is integrated into
American war steategy mnd genocide is
formalised,

This stratepy of escalation and destrnc-
tion expressas the impasse in which the
LLS. troops have found themselves and
their inability to win a military victory.
Having fuiled to break the strength of
the revolutionary militmais, it's necessary
to break the Vietnames people. Having,

failed to control the people, one must
then subimat them to terror and extor-
minate them when necessary,

Durhg the Korean War and as early as
1951, O'Donnell the Chief of Bomber
Conunand declared that “all or nearly all
of the whole Korean peninsula is a
terrible mwss. Everyviling is destroyed,
there's nothing lelt standing,” However

until 1953 the twenly irrigation dams
vital for the harvesting of rice for the
civilian population of the North had not
been attacked, It was omly in May 1953
that five of these dams were destroyed,
bringing aboul i one instance a lightning
fload which ravaged the greater part of
the valley. In 1953 the United States was
fur ther from victory than ever before, 1t
knew this, but it did not prevent it from
escalating the policy of the seneralised
destruction of the Korcan people. Tt
seems that an analogous situation 1=
developing in Indo-China today, The
Pathet Lao armies are playing havoc with

the South Vietnamese puppel troops, the
Red Khvmers are gaming in Cambodia,
the NLF holdy its owa in Southern Viet-
nam, the fighting will of the North has
nat been sapped o inpaired. Today the
Indo-Chinese militants issue a call for
solidarity action in the West. In Paris the
Communist League [French section of
the Fourlh International b and Lutte
Cuyvriere respond by a massive mobilisa-
tion. Sume dovs later the Cambodians,
Laotians sand Vietnamese speak at o pub-
i meeting organised by the Communist
League {only the French C.P. newspaper
fails 1o mark this historic event) and
thank the comrades for their solidartty.
We repear: it is vital for the revolutio-

nary movement in Britain to respand to
this appeal and 1o mobilise itself 1o parti-|
cipalc in the demonstration called by the|
Vietmam Solidariry Committes for April
241h 197, {

Victory li the Indo-Chinese Hevolus
tisim

An Armerican marine wh

oean'l ke eny mars. breaks dawn



