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SOLIDARITY WITH BENGAL

their factories and Flew rad flags in defiance
of the capitalists. Chauvinism will not hold
them down For too long, given the serious
ecanomic situation in YWest Pakistan. Indeed
one of the reasons for the army’s brotality is
migant &4 o lesson to recalcitramts in the West,
but it i a nseless warning and will not ba
pffective. Arart from averything elsa the
Army  soldiers will b2 reluctsnt to massacre
their fellow brothers in the West!

The new period which hes opened up,
apart fram marking the death of Pakistan as g
state, will, despite the usual Huctuations in
the pace of the struggle, lead to & period of
intensified warfers. Even now the West
Pakistani bourgeoisie realises this and is
thinking in terma of & confederation
with Iran and Afghanistan, but even if this
newr rump of reaction in South Asia emerges
& a guographical entity, i1 will not last o
History is moving far ton rapidly and will sreep
atide the eobrwebs of Ameriesn imperializm in
Asia

gxtending the Chinese Revolution to the rest
of Asa. They choose 1o [gnore the obvious
fact that Bengsl, which has historically bean

in the vanquard of the struggle in the mtiee
sub-continent, could beeame the Yanan and
start the process of the Indian Revblution.
thus compbetaly upsetting the calculations and
the military strategy of U.5. imperiafism and
#iding the magnificent sruggle of the Indoe
Chinese people in the process. THus they keep
the Chiness peopls misinformed and hide the
truth fram them, but they will not be able

to suceeed in this deception for too long. The
truth has a funny weay of travelling and ve are

confident that it will resch the Chinese masses
weho will then sottbe aecounts with thos who

tried 1o keeq it from them The onby
international organisation which has
predicted, yndarstaod and supported the
struggle of the Bangall mases has been the
Fourth International and this fact will becnme
_obvioue to many Maoist militants who ane
strugpling today in West Bengal, together with
the Trotskyists, to hring down Indien capital
IEMm.
The future of the struggle in Exst Bengsl,
therefore, depends to a large extent on the
 rapidity with which a revolutionary organis-
ation can develop. THe subjectiver  factor
thus assumees a phenomensl importence,
Daspite the fact that the odds are stacked
heavily agpinst the Pakistan Army— it is
hopelessy outnombered | nasea of 75 m,
Bengalis— en orgenisation is vital to prsire
e diefeat of the imragon forces. The latter
i a relatively easy task. The supply lines of
tha West Pakistani armies can be disrujred
withaut tan much difficutty and with the
approach of the rainy season, which mukes

Yahya's mercenaries. Another factor which
the Army will have to take into sccount is
the unessy calm in West Pakistan, & siuation
could well develop where Bhurtto"s brand of
politics could eesily be surpassed, A fow days
hefore th einvesion, the workers in Lyallpur
{the industrial centre of the West] occupied

The constant Fow of contradictory inferma- has surpeises in store To it 93 its imperialist
tion which continues to pour in from Bengal
makes the task of drawing up even a prefimin-
ary balance-shest axtremely difficuli. Nevesth-
eless as unconditional supporters of the Eengali
struggle for national sif-determination, we have
10 driw some conclusions from the cutcome
of the last few months,

It i now chear beyond any ressonable doobt
that the West Pakectani army Generals had
decied to embark on @ masaere in Bengal
soon after the vesults of the General Elaction
had become Known end the Awesmi League
rank-and-fike had made chear its refusel 1o
compromise an the Six-Point programme
[ cf. The Fed Moie, Yol E, Mo. B). Fram then
on it was only a guestion of enlisting the
propagandistic support of Zulfigar Bhutte,
and waiting for the most opporiune momant,
Yahya's negotiations were, therefore, desgned
@g a timg-gaining covar to dllow troop ranfor-
cements to be poured in to East Bengal and
thus prepars the last act of this tragedy. It
wras a mistake for Mujibur Rehman to Rl
into the negotiations trap and it was a
mictake which probably cost the lattar his
life. The minute sufficient troops had
arrived the negotiations weere ended. What
followred was one of the most brutal massacres
etoer caried out in & givil war sines the
Indonezian counter-ravolution. Hundreds of
thousands of unarmaed civilians have boan
butchered in cold blood; the student hostals
of Dacea University have been very consc
inosly shalled and student leaders Killed..

The unwillingness of the Awami League leaders-
hip to prepare the Bengali masses for g
protracted armed struggle Lowing to itz
petty bourganis neture} against the West
Pakistani army is the main reason far the
success of the massacre in the cities There vweas
plenty of time to arm & peopbes milites and
-aducite the masses iiv ander to prepare them
for all possibilities This was not done and
the lemson hes been learnt at the cost of
hundreds of thowsends of Bengali lras
Hiowever it the Army reslly thinks that it
can terrorise a peonke into submission it

THE TORY BUDGET

The Tary budget wasa Blatant class badgat.
However, the highly technical oature of the
British tecation system ohecutes an understan.d: poguiaient to allowing earned fncome relie
Ing of the effects of some of the more subtle on frsestrent freome ag walll

Tory proposals. Some indicetion of the npfure 4. Huoslbsede and wife are able to elect to have
of the budges can be gained from the following - gl sarmingstaved as though they were
eomporison: An erdinary worker with 2 wege of geperate ndividusls, on condition that the

£20 per week, married with two childnm, will  pushand secelves the single person’s allowance
pay 36 0 pear leas in dinec! Laxos whepeas a irvsl padl ol Lhie marriage allowdnee. Thia was
single man enming £30,008 per year will pay hailed by the raclio a5 8 victory Ty Woraen's
just undar £2,000 o yoar lees, For the benefit of  Liberotion. But bet us consldéer what this means
those who (el Lhal even the blg beurgeoiale If 0 husbond and wife sre not surtax pavern
don' have aueh hgh salaries, it should be thev lose out by the differencs of the marmage
peinted out thal the chairmen of the Natlots-  allowance snd the single person's allowatice
lised Corporations pet belween twiocand three (g £465—L825—E10E) taxed ok 7/9, Le.

mestess knowe full well from their | ndo-Chinesa
experienca. The Bengall paople will not
submit slently and even today the heat of
the furnace is prodocing hardensd cadres
whao will lead the struggle in the coming
period,

The masponse of capitalist govem ments
hais heen characteristic: & hypocritical
display of sympathy far the Bongali
leaders, but a refusal to control the West
Palkistani military machine, rapresenting
the armed might of West Pakistani capital
which they shidize and encourage. On the
other ssde, the Seviat bureaucracy desplays
g curigus concern for Shaikh Mujitur
Aehman’s life [campars thisto it
ghameful silence when Aidit was executed
pnd thousands of Indonesian communists
drowened in blood by the butchar Suharto),
The [remlin expresses “eoncern” gt the
danger to the existing peace in the region.
These wratched buresucrats forget the
magnificent straggle of the Vietnamese
rovolutio naries nat so far away. They are
pily “concerned”” with safeguarding the
status quo, But these reactions were only
too predictahle

V¥lkan is more surprizing is that the Chiness
legdership hes quite ciearly lsarnt nothing
from its opporunist errors during the days of
tha Ayl dictatorship. Instesd of expresing
solidarity wth the struggle of the East Bengali
penple (a5 it does with the West Bengalis), it
limits itself to publishing press communigues
distributed by the Yohya cligue. Thias the
‘Chinese Embassy in London refuses to accupt
& letter add resssd to the Chiness governmeant
from H-llluﬂ'liﬁ in Britain and appesling for
support. [1 claims that to sccepi the iwtter

o oo n Sacmfenmetindy 4
“int affairs of Pakistan. In this way does
the complets short-sightedness of the Chiness

bureaucrany manifest itsedf. Their inahbility to
understand that the struggle in Bengal can- only
e succeseful it it slters the socizl and economic
tesz of the country, is a terrible indictment of
their politics. YWhat other way is there of

SOLIDARITY WITH THE BENGALI FREEDDM
FIGHTERS!

SELF-DETERMINATION FOR EAST BENGAL!
FOR A UNITED 3OEIALIST BENGAL!
REPUBLILC!

Wlast Pakigtani sacialais hose st upa commitiee
called WEST PAKISTAMIS IM EOLIDARITY
Wl TH BENGA L ardl apaal 10 all W, Pakistanis
wadha agres with tham {8 g81 in Toueh. The faus
Paing prograrime o,

1| To uncondétionally suppart By a1l possinle meang
the natianal liberation struggle ir Easr 3angal and o
plum all possibie assistanes ta e Bangas Actlos groups
abraad

PITo stlmsig] Lo OFlei "R TR sy of
B Pl 1 T eeer i B

Fwrinals 1o
through ta the Polciyias | masses, whpre 2
strict militery cérnerehip lain taroe, :
L) Ta contini== thess affares 1ill 100 codal liberation
at Bengal has been dccomplished and the invaders
bavs baan Torgsd 19 withidma.
Frounding meaqpbseal Famaza Alovi, 9. K. Janjoa,
Masim Bajwa, Aeea All, Mahd Akhoar, Tang st
BYobd Shujs, A0 4. Khar.
Acklraed: ¢ 182 Prreanviile Aead, Lordon M

ii] The bosic tiee on the nes sslam o eome b elinamont pension (but glnee they're not

12, Corporation Tex is to po down by o Surthi
fid in the poind, making a total af 1)~ in the
pound slies the Tordes toek office,

13, There follows a fairly invoived walk aboud
reforming Lhe Lax syatem. It concerled oo
importinl faas:

in in 197354 i5 30% oo all ineame—this i warking claas, 1t's called an annmty not &
pangion) It k& roughly equivalent to the Grdu-
pted Matienal Insgrance of the Scate—for

which incidontalls theve 8 0o tax relisf!

T. ANerstions in the Capleed Gains Tax. In
general terms this bs 8 tax on gains realised by
buying and selling such things as stocks and
shaves, land, ete. (nothing thal ordinary people
citn afford]. The gakn s the Selling Prive less the
Buying Price and cerain ex penses Previousty il
Lhig was bess than E60 [ was exempt from the
tax: But now, I the selling priceis £R00 or less
Lhan the gain s exemps This means that a
expidalist with a compelenl accountant could

g} Barmed Income Helke! isbeing extendad i
two wave. At peezent Enmed Income Relief
allowed as folkows;

Two-ninths s free oo the first £4,005
eartgd, one-n lnth on earned income belweed
£4,008 and £8,945, and none on any incoms
above E9.845, The idea being thal any &da

times this amount about £80. Clearly they will lose out if they probubly make & good £400 4 year tax fres, over £9,845 isn’l parned, iL's given! 'This all
Lt us go Lhrough the announcementsmade  maks this eloction. Who, then, s galning? To g~y (apital Galngto be charged ondeath, ‘ures is nod given on investmant income. Thi
In che budget speech: find mnt we must look at the surtas pavers t being eltered a5 follows:

Presiognly whan & pecson dind he was consid-
ered to have dispoled of all his asets sl market
volue and Capital Guins Tiot was charped on any
gnin, This |5 no lonpger 50! More money is o he
inherited!

Surcmosis n pradunted tee, Le ir ke charged at

2= in the £ on the first 20 mapy pounds, 2/61n
the £ on the next 50 many pounds, and s on
up boop pate {for clwe lasc vesrl of 100 L the £,
AL present there iz onby one such st of watea for

1. Andncrease In the Ol Age Pensions of £1
forr ainple people and £1.60 for married couples
This brings the basle penalon rabe ap Lo & whole
L for single peapleand £9 70 for marsled
coupbes ICdoed not need mich Intelbgence 1o

bl Under the present Surias gvsiem epay
in the toprange wouald pey 1778 1n the

resaline that these arsounta sre pltifully made
guate sl represent the minimum amoint of
Inervase that the Torea thought they could get
awny with, Undoubtedly a lot e old people
will die of cokd and hunger nescl winler.

2. The inchssses would mot take effect wntil
Geplember and in any case they were belig
paid Far, not ot of the taxes, but out of
increased Flat Hate and Gradusted X atlonal
[nswranse Contributions

3. Some adjustrnents of aflowaness dependani
on the Mocional Inserence Retitement Pansinns
Thess were 43F & techn sl opters and wew: mol
dweil upon sinee the Chancellor wished Lo get
down Lo The serious business of banding more
ey Lo Phae eleh,

a2 murried couple, whereas under the pew lagls-
laticin Lhare will b a-sel of rates {or esch of the
hustand and wile: To take a simple example,
suppass thal a hisbond and wife had £400 of
ioeoate Hable fo surtak. undeor the curnant
legislation chey would be charped [sav) £3N14
the 2~ race and £200 8l che 36 mly, bul under

the pew leglalatbon they would be charged E200F

at the 2/ rate
. Investment Inesme of young children i no
Ionger to be mxed as thouph it was the parent’s

ineoate. This means Lhal a capitalist will be able

to invest aapital in his children™ names and sat

ol his children's pprsonal allowances against che

&, Blariing polnt for Estate Duty ralsed from
B30 600 te £12 500 Clearly a sop For {he small
and middle bourgeoisie

10, Increass in Premium Bond Prize. Clearly
intended to distzact aliention fram the nestof
Lhe rasicres And from che wav the commens
Lnbors on my rdio képt returning oo this sub-
ject, it mamed to be g suocesaful dlversion,

11, Alteyation of Shortfall in Corporation Tax,

Shortfall is 8 provision such that iC the directors

af & closed company desw more Lhun o certaln

ammount of salary, the excess is Loxabbe for Cok-,

poration Tax as well gs the directors’ income
and gurkas, el suppose the amount allwabibn

incomne The will enably him io receive o botol of for@ cerlain director ks £3,000 and his Solary

£330 tax-free Industment income per veir pet
child,

Tur thal vear is L3504, then the excess EH-OIT 5%
liabbe to Corporation Tax {payable by the

franmunail ar mmll 3 revemal Tarama Tay [fnan

in Tricome and Surtm, This it reduced o 154
in the pound: eguivelent bo s eul of 208 (o ﬂ
pound on the surtas robe {what price mow {

Wt in the pound off Tneome Tax )

14 [neresse of Child Allowancr by 240—5»1
lak of good thaf will do for the Yemillion
unemploved and the low pald who are nol @
paviag to The demand must be—inerease
Famlly Allowsnees, nol Tax Allosances!
15. The sholition of Purchas: Tax and the
Selective Employment Tax, and Institutbon §
Value Added Tax. A% Soclafsts we are

all forms of indirect taation since it i alwe
the bowest paid who sufTer.

16, A finnl spippel [nternationn] Cofm

Hke ICT snd Bedchams will shortly be abile

fwltch their earnings in one coantry for
Al dm mp e
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ACTION COMMITTEES

What they are and what they can do!

For Maraists, the comtorable conventicnal
divigion betwesn political power and Sindiseal
relationa’ lea meaninglese oag, since the key o
palitical power fies in the control of the creation
of the wealth of » socicty, |ndeed. rhe croaziam
of the dlusion of such o divisien fa oae of the
tndin ideological props of capitalism. 1t is
reproduced by the hack worthies of the trade”
umign bursaucracy, such ps Victor Feather, and
AT ity warkers whootoy o make o distine
tion between eeunomibe and palitical action, Ta
break down this division s one of the main tasks
of Margiste

SHOP-FLOOE NEGOTTATIONS

T Britain, this divisinn was' fostered by actual
conditionsin & historical period now rapidly

in the professionst amatearism and cirlcatore
class arrogance of the gublic schol g¥alem,
ensured that British ectgomic growth did not
maatch thar of ks Eur.upu an ovals, even during
the expansion peried Britain thes febr the
preseny worldwide orsts carBer aad meee
sharply chan the othesy, snd the resubr ke been
a threg-fold attack an the warkens, 1o stabilise
libour costs and make them more pregictable to
usaisl investnent planiting and 20 trv oo retain
profic merginy at che expense of the share of

wages in the nutoml economy, The three sspocn
of thivermck are productivity deals, incomes
policies sned antiunion legilkrion. Borh Tory

e Lsbour goversiments have encousraged the
toriner, againe & mountmg resistance; the

Lalruur governmient emphastsed incomes policr.

—_—
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tively harmiul in the Worken Prése The scrioms
of the Commumis Party which, spere froes th
Labrour Pacty. o the ondy palccsl s of v
Hgm il an s = =ty refect iz i gl
pretam [n e e oo bees crwased
wrrwhelma gl o deororaliem o pey b pre
grumme, snd ity own induseral work sefleco it
cwn biresocrsiie e, IH‘EH‘HFH' concerned
with place-seeking in union machinery to the
neglect of the devblopment of 4 wifltant political
base. 5o its responss-to the current situatfon

has been very ambivalent, Whils there-ds a recog
aithom of the ryireme dl.'l,_'!l." ancd & Fhsetiia)
pofivical mewe ia the developmant af th T lilsas
Commirtees for the Defence of Trsds Unenns
which have 3o fir been the mon sgnificant Seece
in rhic campaign agmns the Bdl these bodies ee

Loy bpadersiogs belews e
FRLA A AN (FNTRES

Ths derewlopemaet of wress cemawreey b the
eraral puditncal taak o Mlare s oy v prred
Whor locad comd rutas ey wdes 53 retaidkei
el af SCTEEY CONMEFY WS BALCY T sewd
o sariity the fodlowmsy orems. Fastiy o s
havs resoinrees - actess to o duplicator and rome
one with typiog skills are esen tials. Secondly,

it iz hecome known ds the conree i it areh
for propaganda againat the artacks on the
working class and the tessons foe them, nrganis-
fog puhle mercmgs with local and nanonal
spraker proviering faoory lesfleis e

Thirkly o = b keows o boring o oy

Toomal wagect. prgssing whoeds o pendery

snd the Tories. in the most detesmined themsslves restricrive and baresusratized. oitzn
enslaughe of all are intent on lieeally destroy
ing the trade union movement &5 we know it

by legislacion,
WIiTAT ARE ACTION COMMITTEES

It is in this context that commitreds of action
become relmvant. For localiam, parochizfam,
and the divorce of rcomomica from palicics are
quite meamingless in chis perind. A& desperare
rullying ol the militant sectors of the working
clss against the whizlwind bas to take |:||..|.L|-.'
Bt the instivutioual fcamework of the labour
miovement ia latgely asilied. Unjon braoches
are poorly arended; ooss are steiified wich

drawing to its end. Through the later fifries and
rurly sixcies the most dignificant jgains could be
e et I"'j narion-wide 1.|.'r|.i.|:|r1-r_m]:-|n1_.r:':r
negnsiation, nor by political action, evan in
comventinnal democeatic terms, har, e seemed,
el oz -
ment. The iain development of workers

prewer was in shop stevards” commiioees,
negotiating in local plancs for betser local wapes
and lagal conditione The piece-rite payoent
syetem (ostered this fncalism, 15 cannot be said
char [t busbeen very succeasful In comparative
eermii The vrerwhelming emphasis was on wRgE
mcreasos and even tothis respect continental
wenrkara were catching ap on theis British
brothers in she whols p:n'ru:'l, and luve joow
overtaken rhem, B wighe increases are quickly
elicninated by imflation. The Earopean enipliasi
ot shocter hours, longer hobdays. earlion retire-
freat aod bettes pengions and sesuricy bonefies
Eivalves gains worth a very large sum in cash

ity deak. eneasosed day work prodecsg
regular faczory balleting for groeys of mSomen
af uning bramches where these sry malnges
Fourthly, it must be known i prope dim g
asgistance toworksrs in d.l-:l:-w.t whether m
the torm of producing hesfless wo publiche or
inform workers of che issues invalved, Ju[PmE
with picketmg, organising colloctions for
strikers, attacking redundancies und asslsting
the vnemploved (s the Till iz implemented,
mere aned mare mificants themeelses will be in
this category, and the Conunitress can became
important in belpinp to prevent demoraisscion ),
To segmes moss unbikely new, i vies of the
capitulation by che 'TULLC wich ica leadecship
ol crass oediccities, char anything cas be
done to stop the Bl hecaming laer, THy
soene shifts co the sropple againse frs
implementation. THe old localised tactics

composed almosg exclusively of lesding Com
munisz Parry wnbon Inafrancrats sl sympathetic
bureaucrats; and 43 a result are inflexible snd
back |{'|r.'|,_|l:||ig|:|

by shop-Foor negotiation with z
ACTION COMATFITEES ARE INSTRUMENTS
GF STRUCGGLE

Comsmiitess of action ade thus becoming
muaningiul to more and more mifiganis, 10 we
had been uble ta develop the workers! control
movemieitt ina dilferene direction chere 111:5|'|r
slready have béca a nuclers of arganisations in
existence which could have fosoed the basisof
committess of aotion, As il they muse be
rat seraleh, They have many

bureawcatic procedures and pecty office seskers,
rebated o layess ol time serving and pnimagma
tive district alficials far w]mrn anything mare
than tun of the millis the greazest and central
enemy. Mo of 2ll @ wnizn branch i fimired ro
its membars; ic divider che warking class among

developad largely &
adv -ITII:?LE,.’&F- Fir. 'il.'|[.'- I|“u..-_.- can vnite militunts
From different enisng and industeies 2'a Iseatizy,
withaut earricrion, Secondly they areaot
buareaticratiied, s nos Hmided oy ta whas MY
be discusaad oo |'n.'lw it win be discuszed, whas

by which a faccory committes was an dsland

ity unions in itself, ‘ng?-_gln_g_ ity wliag were smen as pu.r:lf

cet g, and dn-Hwing qualicy.

Mevercheless, a shop stewards movement has
Hronw, Fat.:'h-.r in ita deteibution, Bacwich a
considerabls pawer and confidence, The carcecs
u|:||:|rl:n'n:]'l of Marsises to this move ment af the
time was clearly the development of o warkers'
contral movement which offered the hope of
develnping and peaeralising rhe cotreal wiich
militanes were fghting for in the loczl work
[J|.I|'.|:‘_ Eitch o movement was |_'||_--.- :I-’_‘.I_IiJLH aroand
the smckers” contenl conferenees, bul pelitica
differences einerped Benwesn those' whi wanted
to develep o movement a¢ the bass, and those
who hoped ta odent it i a direccion tinged wich
acpdemisn and Bnked to the more radical nnian
leadterehips. ‘The lacter won o cansiderahle pact
of the reavurces be enrming avallable 2ed splie off
intn the Institute of Warkers' Control, hn:r_.nﬁr.g
increasingly irrelevant.

WORKERS LNDER ATTACK

Bur the verv conditions which factarad the

i ¥ e ik
Irades counciis freguently suflee frdom sigilar

bursancratisacion. While some are militane, oo

are nat, The chief conceen of the officials of

many of them appears (0 be 1o avoid entering

intn commusicarion with any orginistion not
atfiliared oo the TUC,

delepate bodies, aod are thus vecy mixed in cheir

Above all they are

1o presentation, reflecting the weaknessas of the
logal union branches, Asdor the policcal wing
of the movemeny, the Labowr Party bos nn
sigiti Fieane amrsetise for dhe militant s in wheam
rhie sorengrh of the moverment ligs, and while
chey, and the cis of s, sdll no dbobe vote for
icif the oppornnicy arises, it i without any

llusions chac a significans chanpge @i be eflected.

-1'-|‘u'!l.lh|1 such illosians do gersist to same

extent smony broader mbases ol workers, This

s why ir is 2 polizcal misrake o bny b
groeupings with no mass following to caneen-
CFALE rI'("i.l ellorts on cn.l.'i1|E fora Labour BUETn-
menit with socialist pabicies, The milivants with

actiong ima ¥ be ldJi...l:l or haw :]14_-]- TI'I.1'|I' he
razei, [hiedly chey are a lacation in which
memoers of Marziz groupings snd indoserial
milivants can interact. and chuog degpen and
broaden the understanding of militante and
help ta c|.u‘r:|nE| the seaditiziny of Mazaiss o the
problems of relating amalveis to neaningful
action, without which analssic itself becornes
sterile and fistarred. Fourdhly, the bese scrians
of the seudene body can be davolved inaceion
for and assistanice (o o committes oF action.
Adecad e av lsast one university soudent fadoss-
tiait fn Britain has -.'|'.rr|.'l.'\.l|1!:||:|ir'gl'|.'!.I otel
eeources and pEsintince to a com Mirtee -;:'I"
arlion b its strugple apainse the Fill, Fifthly,
commumitters af actian can ceiitalise same of the
vaisting nstitutions of the laboor movemens by
.a-r.'iluj MY ProsElre BT oups on trades |:n|||'|:’||s.,
erion branches ad bad officials They are of
sourse ot aleernarives 10 ur in oppostion ta
such bodies, bat supplementacy 1o them.

stonomic xrl:gg|f= afn & roclpe bor cerein
defeat. The Commitrees of Action are essential
in develaping strarégies fur defence, and for
moving towards azn olleasive for socialism

if strupples are won, This bs 2s true even if the
atzempt o implement the Bill topether with all
the nrher ﬂ""lti"ﬂ'l:lrk.itlﬁ clags oeasures of the
Taorizs peagrate sufficient power to force an
election and thé retarn of a Labour goveTnme-
ne, Far the same attack will ooly recur in
diffzrent Fortg and clothed in a different
ihetoric. Budild the Committess of &cton,

L. Singh



LETTER

The proletarian
revolution and our

old friend Coatsky

Drear Comrades,

Your report that this joursal and T ovysalf
arc engpped in promoting o mariape between
the Muming Star and Tribune is, nol o put
ro Tine 8 point om i, a le. THe fact that if is
a fidiculons lis mitioates it shghtly “and harm-
oniees i0with @ great part of the rest of yomr
content, but does not bring it nearer the
truth. Maoreover, this is not the first such he
you have told in recent months, and 1 smiintere-
sted in the reasons for this

Iz there & personal explanation simpty thal
the comesde eompiling the paper {8 something
nf a liar® O i there an underlying sovil cnuse
comsstang of some materiil pressure upon
you whigh tingss vou to need (o he™ O do
wou collectively believe that Tios are alright,
privided they are useful?

Yours fruternally,
Kon Cua}t{:u.

%’éﬁ%ﬁilﬂﬁéet,
Moitin :I1.'I

Holl

THE RED MOLE REPLIES:

Wz are pleased to receive such o vigoroud
dieniz| from Comrade Coates. The fact that it
is putholopical rather thim political seoks to
obseure The grim teality of the paolitical
evalution of both the journal to which he
refers-and the “Institute for Workers" Conirol
which he directs, We dif mot augpest that
{oiocade Coates was himsall engaged In the
technicalilies of the afore-menticned merges,
We merely implied thal Ul politics of his
jourmil waz aimed at producing this sather
bizarre conssnaus,

Mot oy dowe stanil by thigsrory, st we
wish b make it elear to Commde Costesthat
his clear gnd open Tenunciation of eyelulinmry
palitics has nat gone wnnoticed. Whle the
procss of this renunciarion had besn taking
place for some time it has anly Tecently been
farmalised by two letters in Uhe bowrgeods
pres, The First signed by Comrcle Coates
himself appesred in The Listener (feh. 11,
1971} and berated the latier forascribing
revolulionacy aims 4o him:

" %Wy Wintour quotes @ short passnge from ane
of my tracts, saying that | and my colkeagues
‘make no secret of our revoluticnary alms”
Well, that is truly no secret, becnose we want 1o
cop g transformation which will ultimately

leadd 1o Uhe development of o classless co-
aperative community: and that withoul cant
mmsounis to s ‘revolation’. But i ks also no
wecred thal T and very many other colleagues
have argued, at some leagth, thar such a Tevalu-
o can only be hronght pheaud b the genernl
growth of & profouwndly democratic sentiment
ariging from the painstnking development of pr-
acticnl, pelive democeaiic institutiong sl every
level of the present political economy, - -

For this reason bodics like the Inatliate for
Workers Control do not condemn out of hand
anv of the existing demoeratie nstitutions;

bt rather wotk to ensore thae ol the democ-
ratic potential within them s taken. ™

Ater severs] moie inches of similr walfle
Coates proce=ds Lo a daspgeronsly ambigucss
dispussion of how 1o resalve the ™ differences
of nterest which exist betwesn one worker and
pnother, or one group and snether, ™ He writes:
“Indeed, why would democracy be needad if it
were ot fof the long-term nead to provide
mstitutions which can medlste equitably
between divergeni interests, and convert tha
clash of lntercets from a discwptive social focee
intn a mator for allround aocial advanes?™
Thers follows another chedce fornvalation:
“Mone of the liberal eriteria of demacracy would
be nvalid if the medin were self-manuaged in a
sellimanaged economy,”

Tust in case there was still doabt ag to the
palitice of the IWC a similrly abject letler
appeaped in the Times (March 8, 197 1] which
Lok the latter to sk for o cluding che IWC in
its articles om “The Revolulicnaries', The

latrar waz tiened hir o eleee cnalleaauecin.

“he statement that the Insfitule s “aftempt-
ing to translate Marxist aspiration into fuct’ is
imislending The teuth i that the majority of our
miemlrers are noi Marxigts at sll: they find their
commilment to workers colgiral coming from
wvriety of Hummist and sozinfisi iradifons . . -
Its (the Tnstitute's) inflosmes g0 Far as il exiata
expresses itself throogh the crtahlished ﬂlﬂl.l'!.‘i!-ﬂ'
tonsof the Labour movement. 11 i the function
of these bodics to carry workers” conteol lnto
effect and the Institute has oo wlsh (o wsurp
these Functions - ... [ vous correspondent
belleves the pursult of industrial democraey by
guch means 1§ ofterly fruiiless, surely he is con-
ceding oat of hond the case made by the ‘revalu-
tinnaries whom he criticizes.”

Wit their patholrpical sanuilivity 1o misrep-
reseptation Comride Costsky and his ook
leagued™ will cloim that we havequoted select-
e ly, and we would advise readers lo conault
thi rebevant papers of their local Weragy.

[ Comrde Coataky would like o positien!
digcusalon on relevance of the distatomship of
the proletariat ac any other Eeninist theme,
wo would offer him owr eolumnps, as we have
plwnys deass in the pest, Moreover thae stote-
ments which we lave giuoted are not Ihe firat
pramples of revisionism Lo bave emaneted from
{he howels of the TWC. We leave it 1o our
readers 1o judge whether chere is 2 personal
ex planation, mply thet Coatsiy is an inveler-
ale revistonist snd cipilulelioniet himsslt, OF is
i hers u matertal pressure on him frods sections
of the Labour arigioeracy whizh causss Lhis
reyigicutsm, Or perhaps the |WC collectively
helisyes (st revisionism is alright, provided it
is useful to irade union bureaucrals in theor .
campaign for re-election or keads (6 an amalgam
of decrepit Stalinism and senile reformism!

e

The Pilkington Book

Dear Commrades,

[ want to take lssue with the very hostile re-
view by Alan Jones of the racant stody of the
Sirike af Pilingrons by Tony Lane and Kenneth
Boberts (in Moo Mol 1-15 Febl, not simply

Becase it was unfair 1o thie book and iis aurthars,

but becouse it raises some dmpor tant questions
about the pudook and strategy of the Left in
Biritnin

First. some poinzs of detail, Alon Jones sec
fil to snser ol the guthors becauss they moluds
the firm of Pilkingtons in the izt of those they
thimk in the Acknowledgements. This is con-
trasted with the work of 15 and the SLL, who
are “ai least genwinely attempting alter society
in w way that would gat rid of the disty foem
of class struciure reprasented by the Pilkington
farmily.™ The implication |s that Lane and
Boberls are comnprosmsed, and their s2al posi-
tion exposed, by thein “thanking™ Pilkmngoons.
Well, in the Introduction to his bouk on Enoch
Poavell, Paul Font, & prominent and deeply
commitied member of 15, is abliged to declare
with evident emborrassment that he is "prateful™
to Mr. Poswed] for his help Mo one hos, (oomy
knowledoe, supgested that this reflects adversely
on Paul Foot, and no one who has read his
book could suppose that it has i any way
causcd him tomoderate his criticiso of o
hostibity (o Possell’s role in stircing up cace pre-
judice. Similarby, no one who, despite Alin
Jomes™s reveew, actually reads Seede o Pilking
fires can be in any doubi ws to whers the
authors” symipachies Le. They Le, or luy, with
ihe Bank and File Sicdke Commiltes. What ia
muore, thay managad o win the confidencs, or
the trust, of the RFSC {s2e the note on p. 1 TH),

ow this is particolarly significani when we
comsider what Alan Jones called “the most
gickening part of the book™, the very short sec-

s it fnliran s ar soaciaflnanos afanth

minst important point mads by Lanc and Koberts
is that the ppproaches of these groups were
trzated with groat suspicion by the RFSC. This
may be 1 very wipalatable fact as far os Alan
Jones is concernad, but [ see no reason 1o
suppose that it is not true. The fact is that
aroups of working people, invohed in a diffieult
and, for them, very risky, sinagle are apt tobe
suspicious of anyone whom they suspest may

b trying to uge them, or mampalate them,

some wiy: This suspicion may be wnjustified,

but it is there, and it is & fact which Socialist
orearpationshave simply gol to (nke into
an?ml, T know nothing of how IS or the SLL
miny have acted at Pilkingtons, but Lane and
Roberts do quole one RFSC member as saying:
“There wis one man, X, whe used to speak
down 1o 1 and be really got my hack up. | Know
o wanied to help us bt the way he spoke
narked me, and 1ot of other people felt like
that fon.”

It simply &8 the case that o fot of the
approaches made by Soclalist groups to workers:
are Insenzitwe and eounter-productive. This is
sometimes 3 matler of unexperience, but is
equally likely to be s questian of dogmalism,
of penple coming from “outside” o particular
gruation with an sic of knowing what it is all
about, what Lhe answers are, without having 1o
be told anything abouil il Workiors welcome
support in their striuggles, and the Pilkingion
EFSC were no exception i this, as Lune and
RFaherts make clear. But they do not weleeme
being told how to do things, and they are under
gtan dably ‘cautinne aboul puitng thelr tTust in
aistsidess. It is therefore to the credit of Lane
and Roberts that they were able to win the
trust of The RFSC af Pilkingtons,

It is of course prasible that maost readers of
Hod Mede are in Alan Jones” position and hawe
such a thorough undersianding of strikes that
they will learn little from this particular study.
L which case, include mia cut, as they siy. Not
haing an industiial worker 1 found this a very
vselul srudy, purticulachy since it is aof wTitien
from an angle of 2ither hosulity or gareful
neutrulity, As | say, the suthors” symparhies are
abvious, and it # this which enables them o
wiile with perception about the causes and
characler of this stiike and of strikes in general
0 course, it i open to Alan Jones to densunce
the guthors g5 “liberals” if he wanis to (and to
tahel me as another for defending themy), but
there seems fittle more to this than a demonstr-
tion of one’s own credentials as a militant of 3
revelutionary, There is litthe enough writien

these duys which shows any understanding of
why workers strike, or any sympathy for strike
action, that 1 would have thought the appear-
ance of iz study, which odll, with luck, reach
quite a tarpe audience, ought 1o be welcomead.
That Alan Jones sgw fit to damn it suggssts that
Te hus liiné contact with the climate of opinicn
outside the small world of the militant Lett, Bt
ihis selfeniclossd quality of the Lefl 38 noat 4
iriue, but part-of ity disease.

Anthome Arblaster, 41 Westbroak Bank,

Sheffield B0,

ALAN JONES REPLIES:

{Comrade Arblaster unfortunstely does not
nppear Lo have properiy read the review which
he is criticisng.

1. | did not simply-give thi book a “very
hossile review'. What | actually sid waa
“definitely buy ihe book™ (kardly a damming
suggeation caleulated to Wit its audience), but
I gvs o cerfain reason for getting it, which was
ta buy it “for the contribution of the Flkington
strikers, not for The contribution of the
authora”, Tn other words the guatations froem,
and descriptions of. the siriers” activities,
speechas, views, eto, nre very valusble. The
contribulions of the authors, on Lhe other
hand, ndid virtually nothing, In onder to see why
thie is, we nesd only discover what can make 4

hoak valuable from the pant of view of 8 revo-
tiatimmaee fand Al cadres T maks an Afetence B

“nme is the natural suspicion of organis=d

nothing more than that it gives facts pathersd
in o relatively scientific minner. Un that
criteria the book falls down heavily; as.1
painted cui when | wroie, their samphing
met hoid wems so inadequato 88 to render any
resubts worthless. Cde. Arhlaster does not eved
try to refute that in his letrer,

Tle other wy in which @ book oway be
valuakle i5 in 8 theoretical sense, i, it conlaing
fdeas which lead toa belber revolutlonary prac-
ties, But here agiin the book 15 Inadeguate in
that it simply sess sirikes 38 4 function of com-
plexily and herefors produced not by ons
particalar form of soziety buc-produced by
something totally uarelited to classes at all In
other words it 1 a Jheral ex planarion (45 the
fitle of the review pointsout), The suthors
may bnye ull the svmpachy in the world for
The strikess bot chat s mod whal he tecm
liberal refers (o, Liberalism iz a utopian Jeftover
fromm | 9th century capitaliem, ooe of whose
main functions is to provide “claseless™ ex plana-
tiona and “remedics” for the sbhyvious oppresshon
of the working clage. Nothing could be a hetber
example uf that approach ehan the Lane and
HRobarts view which 1 guated. (*'The fact is that
ne lange Tlom can completzly banish frictign
from Lhe shop fleor. Problems such as clerical
grrors cannid be argenised out of existence.}

1 AsTor che suspicion of strikers {owanls revo-
Tuticnary groups, unfortunately Cde. Arblaster
does not distinpuish teo reasons w iy stelkers
are ssplcdows of such orpanisations, Ome i
undanbtedly that seme Prevolutlanaries™ have
a very inandpulative approach to politics,
Another factor is thal many fevolutlonanes
show an organisational incompetence which
quite Tightly the working class rejecta (17 it did
pot reject if, il could not survee for two seooml|

L worker
to members of the petty hourgeolsie—this
suspicion raflecting the type of experience
which workers hase had at the hands of M.P.5.
Industrial Relations experts, doctors, law Vers,
eto, Ot her reasons for suspicion refleer not the
hest pars of the present conaclowsmess of the
working clags, but its most backward sdes;
refusa] to lake women seriowsly, dislike of
peaple who have lonp hair, who' dress in certain
ways, ele Bomme cdes, appear to helieve that
if only we conld get over these prejudices, than
all would be well, Unfortunately thig iz not the
case. The ultimate repson why workers are
maspicious of revolutionary groups is be cose
they reject Cheir pofitics This may not accord
with the views of thoe who %ee the working
izlasa as innately revolutionary, anti-capitaliat,
ete but it lz an unfor cunate fact of life. What
complicates things i that thees politics also
happen o be pecemrery and mo amaunt af
svmthy b the world con reploce them. (0 len
this means thal revoludonark: @ @il be greeted
not merehy with suspicion but with open
hostility, Bur faced wich that situation, what
does nobody any good #6 1o drop the politica.
That mdght evercome the suspicion, but it als
means giving up the reason for being & revolu-
tiomary. This is what Lenc and Roberts have
done, 25 | pointed aut in my review, aod in
polat I, ghiove, (OF course Lane and Robercs
iy mewer ldve ssen the revolitionaries,
whizh would cerlainly explain the arguments
in the baok, but would olse meun their peliics
were hardly of we in the fisst place, let alons
when the book was writizn).

I c2=n only conclode asl did in my original
review b urging resders to buy the book for
the bensfit of the contributions of the @rikers
themestves: What | should alse have ndded in
miy original review was that a far better
aceount borh of the strike and of the politica
inyobeed is available in the pamphlet The Fifk-
tngron Sreike produced by the L5, proup.

M, B, Az Tor the reference to the Enoch Powell
bonok, that is up to the author to answer, not
me. But far from there balng no criticism of th
Preface o the book, éertain members of Paul
Foot's own organisation, et alone anyone alse,
have commanted on the passage Cde, Arblaster
refers to, in terms which the pres usually
describes a5 “immoderate”.




























