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SOLIDARITY WITH BENGAL

their factories and Flew rad flags in defiance
of the capitalists. Chauvinism will not hold
them down For too long, given the serious
ecanomic situation in YWest Pakistan. Indeed
one of the reasons for the army’s brotality is
migant &4 o lesson to recalcitramts in the West,
but it i a nseless warning and will not ba
pffective. Arart from averything elsa the
Army  soldiers will b2 reluctsnt to massacre
their fellow brothers in the West!

The new period which hes opened up,
apart fram marking the death of Pakistan as g
state, will, despite the usual Huctuations in
the pace of the struggle, lead to & period of
intensified warfers. Even now the West
Pakistani bourgeoisie realises this and is
thinking in terma of & confederation
with Iran and Afghanistan, but even if this
newr rump of reaction in South Asia emerges
& a guographical entity, i1 will not last o
History is moving far ton rapidly and will sreep
atide the eobrwebs of Ameriesn imperializm in
Asia

gxtending the Chinese Revolution to the rest
of Asa. They choose 1o [gnore the obvious
fact that Bengsl, which has historically bean

in the vanquard of the struggle in the mtiee
sub-continent, could beeame the Yanan and
start the process of the Indian Revblution.
thus compbetaly upsetting the calculations and
the military strategy of U.5. imperiafism and
#iding the magnificent sruggle of the Indoe
Chinese people in the process. THus they keep
the Chiness peopls misinformed and hide the
truth fram them, but they will not be able

to suceeed in this deception for too long. The
truth has a funny weay of travelling and ve are

confident that it will resch the Chinese masses
weho will then sottbe aecounts with thos who

tried 1o keeq it from them The onby
international organisation which has
predicted, yndarstaod and supported the
struggle of the Bangall mases has been the
Fourth International and this fact will becnme
_obvioue to many Maoist militants who ane
strugpling today in West Bengal, together with
the Trotskyists, to hring down Indien capital
IEMm.
The future of the struggle in Exst Bengsl,
therefore, depends to a large extent on the
 rapidity with which a revolutionary organis-
ation can develop. THe subjectiver  factor
thus assumees a phenomensl importence,
Daspite the fact that the odds are stacked
heavily agpinst the Pakistan Army— it is
hopelessy outnombered | nasea of 75 m,
Bengalis— en orgenisation is vital to prsire
e diefeat of the imragon forces. The latter
i a relatively easy task. The supply lines of
tha West Pakistani armies can be disrujred
withaut tan much difficutty and with the
approach of the rainy season, which mukes

Yahya's mercenaries. Another factor which
the Army will have to take into sccount is
the unessy calm in West Pakistan, & siuation
could well develop where Bhurtto"s brand of
politics could eesily be surpassed, A fow days
hefore th einvesion, the workers in Lyallpur
{the industrial centre of the West] occupied

The constant Fow of contradictory inferma- has surpeises in store To it 93 its imperialist
tion which continues to pour in from Bengal
makes the task of drawing up even a prefimin-
ary balance-shest axtremely difficuli. Nevesth-
eless as unconditional supporters of the Eengali
struggle for national sif-determination, we have
10 driw some conclusions from the cutcome
of the last few months,

It i now chear beyond any ressonable doobt
that the West Pakectani army Generals had
decied to embark on @ masaere in Bengal
soon after the vesults of the General Elaction
had become Known end the Awesmi League
rank-and-fike had made chear its refusel 1o
compromise an the Six-Point programme
[ cf. The Fed Moie, Yol E, Mo. B). Fram then
on it was only a guestion of enlisting the
propagandistic support of Zulfigar Bhutte,
and waiting for the most opporiune momant,
Yahya's negotiations were, therefore, desgned
@g a timg-gaining covar to dllow troop ranfor-
cements to be poured in to East Bengal and
thus prepars the last act of this tragedy. It
wras a mistake for Mujibur Rehman to Rl
into the negotiations trap and it was a
mictake which probably cost the lattar his
life. The minute sufficient troops had
arrived the negotiations weere ended. What
followred was one of the most brutal massacres
etoer caried out in & givil war sines the
Indonezian counter-ravolution. Hundreds of
thousands of unarmaed civilians have boan
butchered in cold blood; the student hostals
of Dacea University have been very consc
inosly shalled and student leaders Killed..

The unwillingness of the Awami League leaders-
hip to prepare the Bengali masses for g
protracted armed struggle Lowing to itz
petty bourganis neture} against the West
Pakistani army is the main reason far the
success of the massacre in the cities There vweas
plenty of time to arm & peopbes milites and
-aducite the masses iiv ander to prepare them
for all possibilities This was not done and
the lemson hes been learnt at the cost of
hundreds of thowsends of Bengali lras
Hiowever it the Army reslly thinks that it
can terrorise a peonke into submission it

THE TORY BUDGET

The Tary budget wasa Blatant class badgat.
However, the highly technical oature of the
British tecation system ohecutes an understan.d: poguiaient to allowing earned fncome relie
Ing of the effects of some of the more subtle on frsestrent freome ag walll

Tory proposals. Some indicetion of the npfure 4. Huoslbsede and wife are able to elect to have
of the budges can be gained from the following - gl sarmingstaved as though they were
eomporison: An erdinary worker with 2 wege of geperate ndividusls, on condition that the

£20 per week, married with two childnm, will  pushand secelves the single person’s allowance
pay 36 0 pear leas in dinec! Laxos whepeas a irvsl padl ol Lhie marriage allowdnee. Thia was
single man enming £30,008 per year will pay hailed by the raclio a5 8 victory Ty Woraen's
just undar £2,000 o yoar lees, For the benefit of  Liberotion. But bet us consldéer what this means
those who (el Lhal even the blg beurgeoiale If 0 husbond and wife sre not surtax pavern
don' have aueh hgh salaries, it should be thev lose out by the differencs of the marmage
peinted out thal the chairmen of the Natlots-  allowance snd the single person's allowatice
lised Corporations pet belween twiocand three (g £465—L825—E10E) taxed ok 7/9, Le.

mestess knowe full well from their | ndo-Chinesa
experienca. The Bengall paople will not
submit slently and even today the heat of
the furnace is prodocing hardensd cadres
whao will lead the struggle in the coming
period,

The masponse of capitalist govem ments
hais heen characteristic: & hypocritical
display of sympathy far the Bongali
leaders, but a refusal to control the West
Palkistani military machine, rapresenting
the armed might of West Pakistani capital
which they shidize and encourage. On the
other ssde, the Seviat bureaucracy desplays
g curigus concern for Shaikh Mujitur
Aehman’s life [campars thisto it
ghameful silence when Aidit was executed
pnd thousands of Indonesian communists
drowened in blood by the butchar Suharto),
The [remlin expresses “eoncern” gt the
danger to the existing peace in the region.
These wratched buresucrats forget the
magnificent straggle of the Vietnamese
rovolutio naries nat so far away. They are
pily “concerned”” with safeguarding the
status quo, But these reactions were only
too predictahle

V¥lkan is more surprizing is that the Chiness
legdership hes quite ciearly lsarnt nothing
from its opporunist errors during the days of
tha Ayl dictatorship. Instesd of expresing
solidarity wth the struggle of the East Bengali
penple (a5 it does with the West Bengalis), it
limits itself to publishing press communigues
distributed by the Yohya cligue. Thias the
‘Chinese Embassy in London refuses to accupt
& letter add resssd to the Chiness governmeant
from H-llluﬂ'liﬁ in Britain and appesling for
support. [1 claims that to sccepi the iwtter

o oo n Sacmfenmetindy 4
“int affairs of Pakistan. In this way does
the complets short-sightedness of the Chiness

bureaucrany manifest itsedf. Their inahbility to
understand that the struggle in Bengal can- only
e succeseful it it slters the socizl and economic
tesz of the country, is a terrible indictment of
their politics. YWhat other way is there of

SOLIDARITY WITH THE BENGALI FREEDDM
FIGHTERS!

SELF-DETERMINATION FOR EAST BENGAL!
FOR A UNITED 3OEIALIST BENGAL!
REPUBLILC!

Wlast Pakigtani sacialais hose st upa commitiee
called WEST PAKISTAMIS IM EOLIDARITY
Wl TH BENGA L ardl apaal 10 all W, Pakistanis
wadha agres with tham {8 g81 in Toueh. The faus
Paing prograrime o,

1| To uncondétionally suppart By a1l possinle meang
the natianal liberation struggle ir Easr 3angal and o
plum all possibie assistanes ta e Bangas Actlos groups
abraad

PITo stlmsig] Lo OFlei "R TR sy of
B Pl 1 T eeer i B

Fwrinals 1o
through ta the Polciyias | masses, whpre 2
strict militery cérnerehip lain taroe, :
L) Ta contini== thess affares 1ill 100 codal liberation
at Bengal has been dccomplished and the invaders
bavs baan Torgsd 19 withidma.
Frounding meaqpbseal Famaza Alovi, 9. K. Janjoa,
Masim Bajwa, Aeea All, Mahd Akhoar, Tang st
BYobd Shujs, A0 4. Khar.
Acklraed: ¢ 182 Prreanviile Aead, Lordon M

ii] The bosic tiee on the nes sslam o eome b elinamont pension (but glnee they're not

12, Corporation Tex is to po down by o Surthi
fid in the poind, making a total af 1)~ in the
pound slies the Tordes toek office,

13, There follows a fairly invoived walk aboud
reforming Lhe Lax syatem. It concerled oo
importinl faas:

in in 197354 i5 30% oo all ineame—this i warking claas, 1t's called an annmty not &
pangion) It k& roughly equivalent to the Grdu-
pted Matienal Insgrance of the Scate—for

which incidontalls theve 8 0o tax relisf!

T. ANerstions in the Capleed Gains Tax. In
general terms this bs 8 tax on gains realised by
buying and selling such things as stocks and
shaves, land, ete. (nothing thal ordinary people
citn afford]. The gakn s the Selling Prive less the
Buying Price and cerain ex penses Previousty il
Lhig was bess than E60 [ was exempt from the
tax: But now, I the selling priceis £R00 or less
Lhan the gain s exemps This means that a
expidalist with a compelenl accountant could

g} Barmed Income Helke! isbeing extendad i
two wave. At peezent Enmed Income Relief
allowed as folkows;

Two-ninths s free oo the first £4,005
eartgd, one-n lnth on earned income belweed
£4,008 and £8,945, and none on any incoms
above E9.845, The idea being thal any &da

times this amount about £80. Clearly they will lose out if they probubly make & good £400 4 year tax fres, over £9,845 isn’l parned, iL's given! 'This all
Lt us go Lhrough the announcementsmade  maks this eloction. Who, then, s galning? To g~y (apital Galngto be charged ondeath, ‘ures is nod given on investmant income. Thi
In che budget speech: find mnt we must look at the surtas pavers t being eltered a5 follows:

Presiognly whan & pecson dind he was consid-
ered to have dispoled of all his asets sl market
volue and Capital Guins Tiot was charped on any
gnin, This |5 no lonpger 50! More money is o he
inherited!

Surcmosis n pradunted tee, Le ir ke charged at

2= in the £ on the first 20 mapy pounds, 2/61n
the £ on the next 50 many pounds, and s on
up boop pate {for clwe lasc vesrl of 100 L the £,
AL present there iz onby one such st of watea for

1. Andncrease In the Ol Age Pensions of £1
forr ainple people and £1.60 for married couples
This brings the basle penalon rabe ap Lo & whole
L for single peapleand £9 70 for marsled
coupbes ICdoed not need mich Intelbgence 1o

bl Under the present Surias gvsiem epay
in the toprange wouald pey 1778 1n the

resaline that these arsounta sre pltifully made
guate sl represent the minimum amoint of
Inervase that the Torea thought they could get
awny with, Undoubtedly a lot e old people
will die of cokd and hunger nescl winler.

2. The inchssses would mot take effect wntil
Geplember and in any case they were belig
paid Far, not ot of the taxes, but out of
increased Flat Hate and Gradusted X atlonal
[nswranse Contributions

3. Some adjustrnents of aflowaness dependani
on the Mocional Inserence Retitement Pansinns
Thess were 43F & techn sl opters and wew: mol
dweil upon sinee the Chancellor wished Lo get
down Lo The serious business of banding more
ey Lo Phae eleh,

a2 murried couple, whereas under the pew lagls-
laticin Lhare will b a-sel of rates {or esch of the
hustand and wile: To take a simple example,
suppass thal a hisbond and wife had £400 of
ioeoate Hable fo surtak. undeor the curnant
legislation chey would be charped [sav) £3N14
the 2~ race and £200 8l che 36 mly, bul under

the pew leglalatbon they would be charged E200F

at the 2/ rate
. Investment Inesme of young children i no
Ionger to be mxed as thouph it was the parent’s

ineoate. This means Lhal a capitalist will be able

to invest aapital in his children™ names and sat

ol his children's pprsonal allowances against che

&, Blariing polnt for Estate Duty ralsed from
B30 600 te £12 500 Clearly a sop For {he small
and middle bourgeoisie

10, Increass in Premium Bond Prize. Clearly
intended to distzact aliention fram the nestof
Lhe rasicres And from che wav the commens
Lnbors on my rdio képt returning oo this sub-
ject, it mamed to be g suocesaful dlversion,

11, Alteyation of Shortfall in Corporation Tax,

Shortfall is 8 provision such that iC the directors

af & closed company desw more Lhun o certaln

ammount of salary, the excess is Loxabbe for Cok-,

poration Tax as well gs the directors’ income
and gurkas, el suppose the amount allwabibn

incomne The will enably him io receive o botol of for@ cerlain director ks £3,000 and his Solary

£330 tax-free Industment income per veir pet
child,

Tur thal vear is L3504, then the excess EH-OIT 5%
liabbe to Corporation Tax {payable by the

franmunail ar mmll 3 revemal Tarama Tay [fnan

in Tricome and Surtm, This it reduced o 154
in the pound: eguivelent bo s eul of 208 (o ﬂ
pound on the surtas robe {what price mow {

Wt in the pound off Tneome Tax )

14 [neresse of Child Allowancr by 240—5»1
lak of good thaf will do for the Yemillion
unemploved and the low pald who are nol @
paviag to The demand must be—inerease
Famlly Allowsnees, nol Tax Allosances!
15. The sholition of Purchas: Tax and the
Selective Employment Tax, and Institutbon §
Value Added Tax. A% Soclafsts we are

all forms of indirect taation since it i alwe
the bowest paid who sufTer.

16, A finnl spippel [nternationn] Cofm

Hke ICT snd Bedchams will shortly be abile

fwltch their earnings in one coantry for
Al dm mp e

SRS PR B T




ACTION COMMITTEES

What they are and what they can do!

For Maraists, the comtorable conventicnal
divigion betwesn political power and Sindiseal
relationa’ lea meaninglese oag, since the key o
palitical power fies in the control of the creation
of the wealth of » socicty, |ndeed. rhe croaziam
of the dlusion of such o divisien fa oae of the
tndin ideological props of capitalism. 1t is
reproduced by the hack worthies of the trade”
umign bursaucracy, such ps Victor Feather, and
AT ity warkers whootoy o make o distine
tion between eeunomibe and palitical action, Ta
break down this division s one of the main tasks
of Margiste

SHOP-FLOOE NEGOTTATIONS

T Britain, this divisinn was' fostered by actual
conditionsin & historical period now rapidly

in the professionst amatearism and cirlcatore
class arrogance of the gublic schol g¥alem,
ensured that British ectgomic growth did not
maatch thar of ks Eur.upu an ovals, even during
the expansion peried Britain thes febr the
preseny worldwide orsts carBer aad meee
sharply chan the othesy, snd the resubr ke been
a threg-fold attack an the warkens, 1o stabilise
libour costs and make them more pregictable to
usaisl investnent planiting and 20 trv oo retain
profic merginy at che expense of the share of

wages in the nutoml economy, The three sspocn
of thivermck are productivity deals, incomes
policies sned antiunion legilkrion. Borh Tory

e Lsbour goversiments have encousraged the
toriner, againe & mountmg resistance; the

Lalruur governmient emphastsed incomes policr.

—_—
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tively harmiul in the Worken Prése The scrioms
of the Commumis Party which, spere froes th
Labrour Pacty. o the ondy palccsl s of v
Hgm il an s = =ty refect iz i gl
pretam [n e e oo bees crwased
wrrwhelma gl o deororaliem o pey b pre
grumme, snd ity own induseral work sefleco it
cwn biresocrsiie e, IH‘EH‘HFH' concerned
with place-seeking in union machinery to the
neglect of the devblopment of 4 wifltant political
base. 5o its responss-to the current situatfon

has been very ambivalent, Whils there-ds a recog
aithom of the ryireme dl.'l,_'!l." ancd & Fhsetiia)
pofivical mewe ia the developmant af th T lilsas
Commirtees for the Defence of Trsds Unenns
which have 3o fir been the mon sgnificant Seece
in rhic campaign agmns the Bdl these bodies ee

Loy bpadersiogs belews e
FRLA A AN (FNTRES

Ths derewlopemaet of wress cemawreey b the
eraral puditncal taak o Mlare s oy v prred
Whor locad comd rutas ey wdes 53 retaidkei
el af SCTEEY CONMEFY WS BALCY T sewd
o sariity the fodlowmsy orems. Fastiy o s
havs resoinrees - actess to o duplicator and rome
one with typiog skills are esen tials. Secondly,

it iz hecome known ds the conree i it areh
for propaganda againat the artacks on the
working class and the tessons foe them, nrganis-
fog puhle mercmgs with local and nanonal
spraker proviering faoory lesfleis e

Thirkly o = b keows o boring o oy

Toomal wagect. prgssing whoeds o pendery

snd the Tories. in the most detesmined themsslves restricrive and baresusratized. oitzn
enslaughe of all are intent on lieeally destroy
ing the trade union movement &5 we know it

by legislacion,
WIiTAT ARE ACTION COMMITTEES

It is in this context that commitreds of action
become relmvant. For localiam, parochizfam,
and the divorce of rcomomica from palicics are
quite meamingless in chis perind. A& desperare
rullying ol the militant sectors of the working
clss against the whizlwind bas to take |:||..|.L|-.'
Bt the instivutioual fcamework of the labour
miovement ia latgely asilied. Unjon braoches
are poorly arended; ooss are steiified wich

drawing to its end. Through the later fifries and
rurly sixcies the most dignificant jgains could be
e et I"'j narion-wide 1.|.'r|.i.|:|r1-r_m]:-|n1_.r:':r
negnsiation, nor by political action, evan in
comventinnal democeatic terms, har, e seemed,
el oz -
ment. The iain development of workers

prewer was in shop stevards” commiioees,
negotiating in local plancs for betser local wapes
and lagal conditione The piece-rite payoent
syetem (ostered this fncalism, 15 cannot be said
char [t busbeen very succeasful In comparative
eermii The vrerwhelming emphasis was on wRgE
mcreasos and even tothis respect continental
wenrkara were catching ap on theis British
brothers in she whols p:n'ru:'l, and luve joow
overtaken rhem, B wighe increases are quickly
elicninated by imflation. The Earopean enipliasi
ot shocter hours, longer hobdays. earlion retire-
freat aod bettes pengions and sesuricy bonefies
Eivalves gains worth a very large sum in cash

ity deak. eneasosed day work prodecsg
regular faczory balleting for groeys of mSomen
af uning bramches where these sry malnges
Fourthly, it must be known i prope dim g
asgistance toworksrs in d.l-:l:-w.t whether m
the torm of producing hesfless wo publiche or
inform workers of che issues invalved, Ju[PmE
with picketmg, organising colloctions for
strikers, attacking redundancies und asslsting
the vnemploved (s the Till iz implemented,
mere aned mare mificants themeelses will be in
this category, and the Conunitress can became
important in belpinp to prevent demoraisscion ),
To segmes moss unbikely new, i vies of the
capitulation by che 'TULLC wich ica leadecship
ol crass oediccities, char anything cas be
done to stop the Bl hecaming laer, THy
soene shifts co the sropple againse frs
implementation. THe old localised tactics

composed almosg exclusively of lesding Com
munisz Parry wnbon Inafrancrats sl sympathetic
bureaucrats; and 43 a result are inflexible snd
back |{'|r.'|,_|l:||ig|:|

by shop-Foor negotiation with z
ACTION COMATFITEES ARE INSTRUMENTS
GF STRUCGGLE

Comsmiitess of action ade thus becoming
muaningiul to more and more mifiganis, 10 we
had been uble ta develop the workers! control
movemieitt ina dilferene direction chere 111:5|'|r
slready have béca a nuclers of arganisations in
existence which could have fosoed the basisof
committess of aotion, As il they muse be
rat seraleh, They have many

bureawcatic procedures and pecty office seskers,
rebated o layess ol time serving and pnimagma
tive district alficials far w]mrn anything mare
than tun of the millis the greazest and central
enemy. Mo of 2ll @ wnizn branch i fimired ro
its membars; ic divider che warking class among

developad largely &
adv -ITII:?LE,.’&F- Fir. 'il.'|[.'- I|“u..-_.- can vnite militunts
From different enisng and industeies 2'a Iseatizy,
withaut earricrion, Secondly they areaot
buareaticratiied, s nos Hmided oy ta whas MY
be discusaad oo |'n.'lw it win be discuszed, whas

by which a faccory committes was an dsland

ity unions in itself, ‘ng?-_gln_g_ ity wliag were smen as pu.r:lf

cet g, and dn-Hwing qualicy.

Mevercheless, a shop stewards movement has
Hronw, Fat.:'h-.r in ita deteibution, Bacwich a
considerabls pawer and confidence, The carcecs
u|:||:|rl:n'n:]'l of Marsises to this move ment af the
time was clearly the development of o warkers'
contral movement which offered the hope of
develnping and peaeralising rhe cotreal wiich
militanes were fghting for in the loczl work
[J|.I|'.|:‘_ Eitch o movement was |_'||_--.- :I-’_‘.I_IiJLH aroand
the smckers” contenl conferenees, bul pelitica
differences einerped Benwesn those' whi wanted
to develep o movement a¢ the bass, and those
who hoped ta odent it i a direccion tinged wich
acpdemisn and Bnked to the more radical nnian
leadterehips. ‘The lacter won o cansiderahle pact
of the reavurces be enrming avallable 2ed splie off
intn the Institute of Warkers' Control, hn:r_.nﬁr.g
increasingly irrelevant.

WORKERS LNDER ATTACK

Bur the verv conditions which factarad the

i ¥ e ik
Irades counciis freguently suflee frdom sigilar

bursancratisacion. While some are militane, oo

are nat, The chief conceen of the officials of

many of them appears (0 be 1o avoid entering

intn commusicarion with any orginistion not
atfiliared oo the TUC,

delepate bodies, aod are thus vecy mixed in cheir

Above all they are

1o presentation, reflecting the weaknessas of the
logal union branches, Asdor the policcal wing
of the movemeny, the Labowr Party bos nn
sigiti Fieane amrsetise for dhe militant s in wheam
rhie sorengrh of the moverment ligs, and while
chey, and the cis of s, sdll no dbobe vote for
icif the oppornnicy arises, it i without any

llusions chac a significans chanpge @i be eflected.

-1'-|‘u'!l.lh|1 such illosians do gersist to same

extent smony broader mbases ol workers, This

s why ir is 2 polizcal misrake o bny b
groeupings with no mass following to caneen-
CFALE rI'("i.l ellorts on cn.l.'i1|E fora Labour BUETn-
menit with socialist pabicies, The milivants with

actiong ima ¥ be ldJi...l:l or haw :]14_-]- TI'I.1'|I' he
razei, [hiedly chey are a lacation in which
memoers of Marziz groupings snd indoserial
milivants can interact. and chuog degpen and
broaden the understanding of militante and
help ta c|.u‘r:|nE| the seaditiziny of Mazaiss o the
problems of relating amalveis to neaningful
action, without which analssic itself becornes
sterile and fistarred. Fourdhly, the bese scrians
of the seudene body can be davolved inaceion
for and assistanice (o o committes oF action.
Adecad e av lsast one university soudent fadoss-
tiait fn Britain has -.'|'.rr|.'l.'\.l|1!:||:|ir'gl'|.'!.I otel
eeources and pEsintince to a com Mirtee -;:'I"
arlion b its strugple apainse the Fill, Fifthly,
commumitters af actian can ceiitalise same of the
vaisting nstitutions of the laboor movemens by
.a-r.'iluj MY ProsElre BT oups on trades |:n|||'|:’||s.,
erion branches ad bad officials They are of
sourse ot aleernarives 10 ur in oppostion ta
such bodies, bat supplementacy 1o them.

stonomic xrl:gg|f= afn & roclpe bor cerein
defeat. The Commitrees of Action are essential
in develaping strarégies fur defence, and for
moving towards azn olleasive for socialism

if strupples are won, This bs 2s true even if the
atzempt o implement the Bill topether with all
the nrher ﬂ""lti"ﬂ'l:lrk.itlﬁ clags oeasures of the
Taorizs peagrate sufficient power to force an
election and thé retarn of a Labour goveTnme-
ne, Far the same attack will ooly recur in
diffzrent Fortg and clothed in a different
ihetoric. Budild the Committess of &cton,

L. Singh



LETTER

The proletarian
revolution and our

old friend Coatsky

Drear Comrades,

Your report that this joursal and T ovysalf
arc engpped in promoting o mariape between
the Muming Star and Tribune is, nol o put
ro Tine 8 point om i, a le. THe fact that if is
a fidiculons lis mitioates it shghtly “and harm-
oniees i0with @ great part of the rest of yomr
content, but does not bring it nearer the
truth. Maoreover, this is not the first such he
you have told in recent months, and 1 smiintere-
sted in the reasons for this

Iz there & personal explanation simpty thal
the comesde eompiling the paper {8 something
nf a liar® O i there an underlying sovil cnuse
comsstang of some materiil pressure upon
you whigh tingss vou to need (o he™ O do
wou collectively believe that Tios are alright,
privided they are useful?

Yours fruternally,
Kon Cua}t{:u.

%’éﬁ%ﬁilﬂﬁéet,
Moitin :I1.'I

Holl

THE RED MOLE REPLIES:

Wz are pleased to receive such o vigoroud
dieniz| from Comrade Coates. The fact that it
is putholopical rather thim political seoks to
obseure The grim teality of the paolitical
evalution of both the journal to which he
refers-and the “Institute for Workers" Conirol
which he directs, We dif mot augpest that
{oiocade Coates was himsall engaged In the
technicalilies of the afore-menticned merges,
We merely implied thal Ul politics of his
jourmil waz aimed at producing this sather
bizarre conssnaus,

Mot oy dowe stanil by thigsrory, st we
wish b make it elear to Commde Costesthat
his clear gnd open Tenunciation of eyelulinmry
palitics has nat gone wnnoticed. Whle the
procss of this renunciarion had besn taking
place for some time it has anly Tecently been
farmalised by two letters in Uhe bowrgeods
pres, The First signed by Comrcle Coates
himself appesred in The Listener (feh. 11,
1971} and berated the latier forascribing
revolulionacy aims 4o him:

" %Wy Wintour quotes @ short passnge from ane
of my tracts, saying that | and my colkeagues
‘make no secret of our revoluticnary alms”
Well, that is truly no secret, becnose we want 1o
cop g transformation which will ultimately

leadd 1o Uhe development of o classless co-
aperative community: and that withoul cant
mmsounis to s ‘revolation’. But i ks also no
wecred thal T and very many other colleagues
have argued, at some leagth, thar such a Tevalu-
o can only be hronght pheaud b the genernl
growth of & profouwndly democratic sentiment
ariging from the painstnking development of pr-
acticnl, pelive democeaiic institutiong sl every
level of the present political economy, - -

For this reason bodics like the Inatliate for
Workers Control do not condemn out of hand
anv of the existing demoeratie nstitutions;

bt rather wotk to ensore thae ol the democ-
ratic potential within them s taken. ™

Ater severs] moie inches of similr walfle
Coates proce=ds Lo a daspgeronsly ambigucss
dispussion of how 1o resalve the ™ differences
of nterest which exist betwesn one worker and
pnother, or one group and snether, ™ He writes:
“Indeed, why would democracy be needad if it
were ot fof the long-term nead to provide
mstitutions which can medlste equitably
between divergeni interests, and convert tha
clash of lntercets from a discwptive social focee
intn a mator for allround aocial advanes?™
Thers follows another chedce fornvalation:
“Mone of the liberal eriteria of demacracy would
be nvalid if the medin were self-manuaged in a
sellimanaged economy,”

Tust in case there was still doabt ag to the
palitice of the IWC a similrly abject letler
appeaped in the Times (March 8, 197 1] which
Lok the latter to sk for o cluding che IWC in
its articles om “The Revolulicnaries', The

latrar waz tiened hir o eleee cnalleaauecin.

“he statement that the Insfitule s “aftempt-
ing to translate Marxist aspiration into fuct’ is
imislending The teuth i that the majority of our
miemlrers are noi Marxigts at sll: they find their
commilment to workers colgiral coming from
wvriety of Hummist and sozinfisi iradifons . . -
Its (the Tnstitute's) inflosmes g0 Far as il exiata
expresses itself throogh the crtahlished ﬂlﬂl.l'!.‘i!-ﬂ'
tonsof the Labour movement. 11 i the function
of these bodics to carry workers” conteol lnto
effect and the Institute has oo wlsh (o wsurp
these Functions - ... [ vous correspondent
belleves the pursult of industrial democraey by
guch means 1§ ofterly fruiiless, surely he is con-
ceding oat of hond the case made by the ‘revalu-
tinnaries whom he criticizes.”

Wit their patholrpical sanuilivity 1o misrep-
reseptation Comride Costsky and his ook
leagued™ will cloim that we havequoted select-
e ly, and we would advise readers lo conault
thi rebevant papers of their local Weragy.

[ Comrde Coataky would like o positien!
digcusalon on relevance of the distatomship of
the proletariat ac any other Eeninist theme,
wo would offer him owr eolumnps, as we have
plwnys deass in the pest, Moreover thae stote-
ments which we lave giuoted are not Ihe firat
pramples of revisionism Lo bave emaneted from
{he howels of the TWC. We leave it 1o our
readers 1o judge whether chere is 2 personal
ex planation, mply thet Coatsiy is an inveler-
ale revistonist snd cipilulelioniet himsslt, OF is
i hers u matertal pressure on him frods sections
of the Labour arigioeracy whizh causss Lhis
reyigicutsm, Or perhaps the |WC collectively
helisyes (st revisionism is alright, provided it
is useful to irade union bureaucrals in theor .
campaign for re-election or keads (6 an amalgam
of decrepit Stalinism and senile reformism!

e

The Pilkington Book

Dear Commrades,

[ want to take lssue with the very hostile re-
view by Alan Jones of the racant stody of the
Sirike af Pilingrons by Tony Lane and Kenneth
Boberts (in Moo Mol 1-15 Febl, not simply

Becase it was unfair 1o thie book and iis aurthars,

but becouse it raises some dmpor tant questions
about the pudook and strategy of the Left in
Biritnin

First. some poinzs of detail, Alon Jones sec
fil to snser ol the guthors becauss they moluds
the firm of Pilkingtons in the izt of those they
thimk in the Acknowledgements. This is con-
trasted with the work of 15 and the SLL, who
are “ai least genwinely attempting alter society
in w way that would gat rid of the disty foem
of class struciure reprasented by the Pilkington
farmily.™ The implication |s that Lane and
Boberls are comnprosmsed, and their s2al posi-
tion exposed, by thein “thanking™ Pilkmngoons.
Well, in the Introduction to his bouk on Enoch
Poavell, Paul Font, & prominent and deeply
commitied member of 15, is abliged to declare
with evident emborrassment that he is "prateful™
to Mr. Poswed] for his help Mo one hos, (oomy
knowledoe, supgested that this reflects adversely
on Paul Foot, and no one who has read his
book could suppose that it has i any way
causcd him tomoderate his criticiso of o
hostibity (o Possell’s role in stircing up cace pre-
judice. Similarby, no one who, despite Alin
Jomes™s reveew, actually reads Seede o Pilking
fires can be in any doubi ws to whers the
authors” symipachies Le. They Le, or luy, with
ihe Bank and File Sicdke Commiltes. What ia
muore, thay managad o win the confidencs, or
the trust, of the RFSC {s2e the note on p. 1 TH),

ow this is particolarly significani when we
comsider what Alan Jones called “the most
gickening part of the book™, the very short sec-

s it fnliran s ar soaciaflnanos afanth

minst important point mads by Lanc and Koberts
is that the ppproaches of these groups were
trzated with groat suspicion by the RFSC. This
may be 1 very wipalatable fact as far os Alan
Jones is concernad, but [ see no reason 1o
suppose that it is not true. The fact is that
aroups of working people, invohed in a diffieult
and, for them, very risky, sinagle are apt tobe
suspicious of anyone whom they suspest may

b trying to uge them, or mampalate them,

some wiy: This suspicion may be wnjustified,

but it is there, and it is & fact which Socialist
orearpationshave simply gol to (nke into
an?ml, T know nothing of how IS or the SLL
miny have acted at Pilkingtons, but Lane and
Roberts do quole one RFSC member as saying:
“There wis one man, X, whe used to speak
down 1o 1 and be really got my hack up. | Know
o wanied to help us bt the way he spoke
narked me, and 1ot of other people felt like
that fon.”

It simply &8 the case that o fot of the
approaches made by Soclalist groups to workers:
are Insenzitwe and eounter-productive. This is
sometimes 3 matler of unexperience, but is
equally likely to be s questian of dogmalism,
of penple coming from “outside” o particular
gruation with an sic of knowing what it is all
about, what Lhe answers are, without having 1o
be told anything abouil il Workiors welcome
support in their striuggles, and the Pilkingion
EFSC were no exception i this, as Lune and
RFaherts make clear. But they do not weleeme
being told how to do things, and they are under
gtan dably ‘cautinne aboul puitng thelr tTust in
aistsidess. It is therefore to the credit of Lane
and Roberts that they were able to win the
trust of The RFSC af Pilkingtons,

It is of course prasible that maost readers of
Hod Mede are in Alan Jones” position and hawe
such a thorough undersianding of strikes that
they will learn little from this particular study.
L which case, include mia cut, as they siy. Not
haing an industiial worker 1 found this a very
vselul srudy, purticulachy since it is aof wTitien
from an angle of 2ither hosulity or gareful
neutrulity, As | say, the suthors” symparhies are
abvious, and it # this which enables them o
wiile with perception about the causes and
characler of this stiike and of strikes in general
0 course, it i open to Alan Jones to densunce
the guthors g5 “liberals” if he wanis to (and to
tahel me as another for defending themy), but
there seems fittle more to this than a demonstr-
tion of one’s own credentials as a militant of 3
revelutionary, There is litthe enough writien

these duys which shows any understanding of
why workers strike, or any sympathy for strike
action, that 1 would have thought the appear-
ance of iz study, which odll, with luck, reach
quite a tarpe audience, ought 1o be welcomead.
That Alan Jones sgw fit to damn it suggssts that
Te hus liiné contact with the climate of opinicn
outside the small world of the militant Lett, Bt
ihis selfeniclossd quality of the Lefl 38 noat 4
iriue, but part-of ity disease.

Anthome Arblaster, 41 Westbroak Bank,

Sheffield B0,

ALAN JONES REPLIES:

{Comrade Arblaster unfortunstely does not
nppear Lo have properiy read the review which
he is criticisng.

1. | did not simply-give thi book a “very
hossile review'. What | actually sid waa
“definitely buy ihe book™ (kardly a damming
suggeation caleulated to Wit its audience), but
I gvs o cerfain reason for getting it, which was
ta buy it “for the contribution of the Flkington
strikers, not for The contribution of the
authora”, Tn other words the guatations froem,
and descriptions of. the siriers” activities,
speechas, views, eto, nre very valusble. The
contribulions of the authors, on Lhe other
hand, ndid virtually nothing, In onder to see why
thie is, we nesd only discover what can make 4

hoak valuable from the pant of view of 8 revo-
tiatimmaee fand Al cadres T maks an Afetence B

“nme is the natural suspicion of organis=d

nothing more than that it gives facts pathersd
in o relatively scientific minner. Un that
criteria the book falls down heavily; as.1
painted cui when | wroie, their samphing
met hoid wems so inadequato 88 to render any
resubts worthless. Cde. Arhlaster does not eved
try to refute that in his letrer,

Tle other wy in which @ book oway be
valuakle i5 in 8 theoretical sense, i, it conlaing
fdeas which lead toa belber revolutlonary prac-
ties, But here agiin the book 15 Inadeguate in
that it simply sess sirikes 38 4 function of com-
plexily and herefors produced not by ons
particalar form of soziety buc-produced by
something totally uarelited to classes at all In
other words it 1 a Jheral ex planarion (45 the
fitle of the review pointsout), The suthors
may bnye ull the svmpachy in the world for
The strikess bot chat s mod whal he tecm
liberal refers (o, Liberalism iz a utopian Jeftover
fromm | 9th century capitaliem, ooe of whose
main functions is to provide “claseless™ ex plana-
tiona and “remedics” for the sbhyvious oppresshon
of the working clage. Nothing could be a hetber
example uf that approach ehan the Lane and
HRobarts view which 1 guated. (*'The fact is that
ne lange Tlom can completzly banish frictign
from Lhe shop fleor. Problems such as clerical
grrors cannid be argenised out of existence.}

1 AsTor che suspicion of strikers {owanls revo-
Tuticnary groups, unfortunately Cde. Arblaster
does not distinpuish teo reasons w iy stelkers
are ssplcdows of such orpanisations, Ome i
undanbtedly that seme Prevolutlanaries™ have
a very inandpulative approach to politics,
Another factor is thal many fevolutlonanes
show an organisational incompetence which
quite Tightly the working class rejecta (17 it did
pot reject if, il could not survee for two seooml|

L worker
to members of the petty hourgeolsie—this
suspicion raflecting the type of experience
which workers hase had at the hands of M.P.5.
Industrial Relations experts, doctors, law Vers,
eto, Ot her reasons for suspicion refleer not the
hest pars of the present conaclowsmess of the
working clags, but its most backward sdes;
refusa] to lake women seriowsly, dislike of
peaple who have lonp hair, who' dress in certain
ways, ele Bomme cdes, appear to helieve that
if only we conld get over these prejudices, than
all would be well, Unfortunately thig iz not the
case. The ultimate repson why workers are
maspicious of revolutionary groups is be cose
they reject Cheir pofitics This may not accord
with the views of thoe who %ee the working
izlasa as innately revolutionary, anti-capitaliat,
ete but it lz an unfor cunate fact of life. What
complicates things i that thees politics also
happen o be pecemrery and mo amaunt af
svmthy b the world con reploce them. (0 len
this means thal revoludonark: @ @il be greeted
not merehy with suspicion but with open
hostility, Bur faced wich that situation, what
does nobody any good #6 1o drop the politica.
That mdght evercome the suspicion, but it als
means giving up the reason for being & revolu-
tiomary. This is what Lenc and Roberts have
done, 25 | pointed aut in my review, aod in
polat I, ghiove, (OF course Lane and Robercs
iy mewer ldve ssen the revolitionaries,
whizh would cerlainly explain the arguments
in the baok, but would olse meun their peliics
were hardly of we in the fisst place, let alons
when the book was writizn).

I c2=n only conclode asl did in my original
review b urging resders to buy the book for
the bensfit of the contributions of the @rikers
themestves: What | should alse have ndded in
miy original review was that a far better
aceount borh of the strike and of the politica
inyobeed is available in the pamphlet The Fifk-
tngron Sreike produced by the L5, proup.

M, B, Az Tor the reference to the Enoch Powell
bonok, that is up to the author to answer, not
me. But far from there balng no criticism of th
Preface o the book, éertain members of Paul
Foot's own organisation, et alone anyone alse,
have commanted on the passage Cde, Arblaster
refers to, in terms which the pres usually
describes a5 “immoderate”.




“ henefit to the enpi

. ANTFHBLACKS

CHARITLER.: appraisal

of the sixtles was glven over 1o the sbandonment  Industrial Reelations Bill. Fourthly, the passing | deter blacks from applying for work permits.

Comment around the balest Immigration Billis
cornegntrated on thedetail ol its peovisions and
uttacking the new codified definition of whbal is
i wog, LiEtle attempt has been made o et the
Bill in-the overall scheme of a-developing racism
‘a8 the caplialists adjuat to ehanging national and
internationsl economic presures
Hul the fact ls thet British caphtalizm lhaa
proprommned (ts rocism most cate fully, pod has
introduced Ile reprosiwe measures al precksan
thres-vesrly intervals over che last desade with a
clockwork regularity, irrespeative of changes of
government. Intetzpersed with che [mmigration
Bills kave bean olber repressive mensures, such
a8 the “White™ paper, Race Relations Act and
the formation of government agancles for
altempling o eonlrol black dissent and divprt
ing Biveral ouirage, Indeed, Laboir’s nationaliza-
tom of Lhe entire Raee Relations Industry {nol
o commanding height of the economy) enabled
Wilson to posture fof & while ag a fricod of D
hlicks and provided i cover for his repressive
measures in the same way as Powell’s mouthings
enabde Hesth Lo avald extremes of cdticlam.

Immigration and Capitalism
Wi miust Bccept that whils racism (o an extent
establishes ila own dynamic, there are hasic

emm_nihwlﬁ
bodrock level of lmmigration has slwa;

Inflationary effect. But in p-enuds af E{:-Dnuml:
ﬂﬁgnﬂ.im ard Iﬁgh ungmph:y menk, guch ag we
have now, immigretion is no longer necessary to
capilalism. Those sceptical about the likelihood
of compulsory repatriation being ntroduced in
‘the future should mote that the mumber of white
workers unemploved B now grester than the
number of black workers emploved. An increase
in unemployment beyond the present level of
three-quarters of o million, or indeed a stubilisa-
tlon at this Mgure for & long perled, will
Inevitebly fusl dermends for deportetion, 1 was
necesaary 1o allow che black population ta
develop to its present slze before a “hlack
problem’ became sufficlencly viableas a mesns

by which Lhe workiog clow could be divided, and

It 1s poszibly for this peason thet che black
population b bopn allowed to grow bevond the
tevel of potual economic need,

But the exlmence of lagge aumbers of dis-
contented and potentiaily mifltant black people
in Britaio hae alse bepome o hreal Do eipilslism-
Therefore ther mus be cowed by theeats of
mipulsion and, faillng that, e pelled

In this woy the Brtish experience hus paral-
lieded chat of developed Europe generlly which
his sucked in labowr from its underdeveloped
fringes and by some cases |2 taking steps now to
ravarss Lbis provess Germany, [or inslanoe, is
about te expel 40,000 Turks, suphemistically
raferred to o “puest” workers

From Gaitskell to Wilsan

Thuring che ten years in which this proces: has
besen taking placs Uhe whole area of public
litegnl debate on the pace issue hastravelled
Inexogably Fighlvard in slep with eaeh next
piece of lepislation. Tt la & far cry from 1962
whan Lhe otherwis right-wing Hugh Gailskell
mounbed 8 Peeliamentary hoe and cry over the
Tobes” firsl Immigration Bill and insisled on
more ringings of the division bell than Harald
Wilson has erostered for the Indwestrial Relations
FHll. But sines, there can be no dowbt that
Labour's ever-alert mesponss co the seonomle
divtates of British capitalism his done more Lo
faster racksm Lhon has been done by the Tories
It i in this field more than any other that

the final demise of the Labour Party ag & fheml

of socinlist posturiog, then the sacond half was
used co chrow off unssamly ibersl hang-ups and
Ler wduhlizh Labour us a right-wing party.

Iewould, however, b mechanistic Lo see Lha
Billand its predecessors only in tewnz ol a
responss (o the eeanombe needs of the cepitalists
nod in cerms of a usefol weapon with which Lo
set worker against workey, The injection of
racis impulses into the political bady sels up
processas which have their own maomeniam,
taking aciuwnld eireumst ances ps their base but
travelling bevond the llmitz of sny precise need.
We shoubd remember that the Tories are mackis,
It iz pare of thelr Jifi: styie and training, &
ciliurnl and ideological fix, and we can Lherefore
wspucl thiemn Lo like mewsures which ape not
Jedified in their entivety by reabipy.

Tmimigralion Hill?

P Lhis reason, the present Bill needs some
specin] explanation bevond that glvon ubove, For
4 gtart, the Bill ls'a misoomer. The troth is thet
there is no significant. imunigeation taking place
at the present time, and the Bill is not justified

in terms of curbing the pumber of blacks coming
here. It 1s not an Immigration Bill In every year
sinee 1 968 the number of permits Baoed (o

A bluck Warkers calme I:ere. E-:n-. at the
present pate; Uhe mumber of bluck workers
would only increase by around 20000 in ten
yeara, (f eourse thepe & immipration of
dependants {mainly bn respect of prvious lm-
migrants who came when there were less tough
restrictions; this figure reduces snnually snd will
sann ball off in direct relntionship with carrent
mnd any future immigranis). Corrent allen—
white—lmmigration is Tunning at around ten
times the figure for blacks, After allowing for
some depenidanis liier joining the work foree,
it is clear thot in foture :.rulﬁ"l'hum will be no
signiticant inerease |1 the number of black
workers beyond natural inerense. So we are
forcad back to the conclusion that, effective
immgration having been halbed by Labour,
Fhers is no real orithmerical need for this Bill
This iz not to play the nwmbes game of Che
[iberrals, bul o fael to remember before one can
get behind chizs Bill to examlne the real reasons
for its inkroduction, which clearly have little to
do with its ostensible purposs af cubling immi-
gration, At this point we can undeeling this by
saying that the BI exfends the right to come
here free of aork parmit or soucher to a gredler
number pot anly of whites, bul alse of hlacks,
Lhan have Lhistight ol the moment. It is esti
muted thar there apa for Instaner aroandd
1,000,004 Anglo-Indiins whe will now be
clossed inpdvertently az patelalsand wlll have
che gaime entry slatue as Canadian or Ausimlian
patrink). As the Bill is certsinly not about
Immigration contml, we musi. ook akewhen
for ils purposes

What iz the Bill really about?

Firstly, the Torles wish to codify and consoli-
date Labour peinsin this field and establish with
the electorate an equal record In black bashing:
Secondly. thew have an ideobopleal and spirtual
need a8 a parcy Lo salisly Lheir own internal TR
and sacizt Just, particularly io terms of Heath's
lemdership manceuyres with negard Lo Powell,
Thirdly, the Tories have a message that thay
wish lo esmmunicate loud end clear to black
workaes in this countre—thal thoy should keep
oul of industral militency; thus the Bill should

of this measure rmakes it possible for them (o

The high cost of n passage from Indis or

Labsyur) o pass the next measure in this serlps,  Jamalea is aot a sensible proposition without &
Une ocher additional factor in Tory euleulstions guamoteed right to stay for more than one

is prossure from Common Market capitallsts
With chelr own adequate supplies of chesp

[sboaer from Buropean semi-colonies thiv have
no wish to s blacks éntedng the back door of

Europe ¥ia Dover. Indeed, the Tories are lying

theaugh | heir ceeth when Lhey contend that [he

Bill is ingended Lo remove the dstinelion

belween pliens and Commonwerlth cltlsens,
Far from reducing black immigration to che
leved of that of allens, it will reduce it below

chat levol if entry to the Common Market takes

plece, Under the Treaty of Rome them ame

provisiens, irfespective of nationality, for Earo-
pran workers to have equal “rights"” to compete

for jobs in different eountries (thus averaging
gowt European wage rates). [T Britain were oo
rablly this aspect of the Trealy, it would mean
thit European workers would heve 8 superor
preference over New Commaonwealth-non-
patrial-aliens (blacks fior short ), & far as work
permits nre concerned. Revolutionaress gsadld
10t find thermselves in the potition of com-
plaining thet whits worksn from Eumpe will
tare 4 betier Al 1o o S aad @0 e
it wherveiimg and wad obs thaes bipcky et
g can e ESslasred Bt w o foriher tally.

year. Questlons as o what hippens when a hos
pees hankrupt and this vear is shortened have
not been anewered, Inoany cuse, the lorge
numbers of unemployed make it almost certain
that the gowenment will nol be issuing many
work permits; these are conditional an there not
bing suitable alernative local Ebour avallabbe,
At the moment the only cotegories w here work
permits might be granted are for an prai- girls and
dectors and denclsta. In some categories—
domestic servanis, for insance—there is no dght
G bring dependants at all, and in all other cases
Lhiz righl is conditional on an immigrant showing
he is abde to support his dependants and provide
sultable aceommodatlon before they will be
allowad hera, We may see s situstion where a
black postman |s denled the right o bring his
wife and six kids becausy his wage b5 inadegusis
to keep them. I8 is highly anliiety thet sew
immigrants will be able o ihow this sbilfy &
thetr wery etmation will foroe L imts o
Pt o 1t Bgh et sgeem] ghetio Trpe
TR e Sy Wt B oy
Besiny B wil sol b cpen Lo thes e they
will be wzalfle Lo show [hey mre going 1s be

hete fnyg enough (o mogues o Dorigegs or &

tan of the racist nature of the legishition and of high encugh place on the monser waiting S

i mﬂrhmm Market upﬂh-
Hets are axertip pressure on the British PHOE b

anlry,

Whereas the prosigions of the Bill will not
affect targe numbers of future Intmigrants, it is
important o consider the Mip side of thess

measures Every measure against a future immi-

grant will affect the working conditions and
recial elimate, nod to mention the nature'af
pulies rapression, under which black workers
hepe at che mement will live, Thiz is another
Tory con, beceuse we son Uhe Bill's umioritten
eonsequendes will bear down prinelpally on
exiating blark workevs. And there is the con-
sant knowledge of the likelihood of the B
provisions being actually extendod Lo cover all
black workers, irrespactive of when they came

here. But here again thers is & difficalty becmie
the main provisbons of the Bill do not zppear 1n

thi Bill. The government has taken powers to
sacken the Bill (if mone workem sns noeded)

by adjuscing the repulations with regard to work

permits being granted. It has alao taken powars
o repatriate. Repatriation decisions can be
mide by Government faf aceording to regula.
tlons b be made “from lime to time”. This
means in effect that repatdation i outside [ha
seape of Parliament. OFf courss we shoold have

10 illnsions thet Parliarnent would not baek oy

Tory or Labour ropattistion proposals The
purposs of making this an adminleirativa

rather than legislative matter is to prevent she
develepment of black protest, by making
Covernmenl wishes immediately effective. We
should potoverlook the fact that a form of
compukEory volunlsry repatriation already
wxists, both for those who bregk the Taw and
for those whe Fall foul of the Socinl Ssourity
ponng whi by withdrawing benefit can coéroe
black workers dnto belig repal riated, 1§ is
trntended thal Sovial Secarity shauld continue
lex hivest Lhis funetion and be Brmed with new
powets as vet unspecifled. Liberals who are
raising the densand that the Bifl should e
amendid to trunsfer the registeation procedurnes
from the pigs to the 55 are hete Talling intoa
trap. A situation could develop where unem-
prleved Blacks would not claim thelr wwanploy-
ment pay for fear of beliy processed out of the
caunlry.

tﬁm@hﬂﬂ“ﬁﬁ
uiready here.

Under che new acd the ability to arrest at
will a whole social group, inchiding voung
blacka, will be extended to all black pecple.
Powers of arvest will exist If any thick Fuzz
", . with reasnnahle chuse suspects tha: a
person may have committed or sttempted to
commit an offence . . " under the new laws
S0, it you're biack you eould be an [Hezal
fenmmigrant, As it is an offence to assist enyone
Loy hrank the lows, yoo could be ereested I &
blach iy with or without your knowledge
nversbiys bis permit end sleeps under your mof
for o fear nights. It will be dangerous for black
peaple to viall Uhe seaside, as Lhis is where
Ilbegal immigrants lund. Racists making maliclous
culk to the police to identify chelr nelghbours
as guspected legal lmmigrants will be in their
plement, and the police will be only to happy to
tnke up such “information™. It 1a bere that the
passea come-In. To avold spending & few days
in Lhe nick whilst enguiries are made-at che
Home Offles to prove that vou are nok over-
ZLuying o permit, it will be very wise to carry
papers proving that your work pass bas nol
eplred or thal you come here some vears ago
hafore the resivictlons. It is those blacks who
hawe been bere for some years chat Bave the
most difficult problem for chey hawe te prove
negativie in order Lo go frea. They have to prove
that chey are not legal Immigrants and | hat
they hawe a right not Lo prove they have a job
wikh boss X in town ¥ Virtnally the only
documentation chat will satifv is a pessport,
bariring o date of ety

All these provisions in Lhe Bill poiot Lo an
urpenl neeessdlyc it s vital for all revolutionary
EToups to organise copether wich blsck anranies-
tlons and thwarl the operstion of the law, Unid
Linited fronts like the Black Dafence Cotrmil-
tee have o crucial pole to play in 4 situstion
where raclam could Incresss very rapbdly, We
worald Lherefors vrge all revolulionary groups
and individwals bo belp inorease the waight of
this cormmithes and make it 8 strong anti-zacist
foroe.

[The Black Defenee Committes, 107 Park Ave-
nue Morth, London MW 10|

el Mole Recarizms



The crass accusations of “Fascian!™ now hoded

The Face of b1

vightis= prosenceass theamament of disenchane

at the Tory Grvernment by hundred s of woxloos meat Tl wild |,|_-;:|:|i||_|_|||,|Hx ol the vears belobs

milicants conceal & great danper —a refusal ro
seciously evaluate thevery real oppocundties
oW J:l'.l.ln:rju]i.ung fur genuinely fascist organisa-
cicns T¢ is essential that chese confusions he
straightened out.

The faccs about Britsh seciory at this cime
need stating and reszating. The dramatic and
striking failuee of the Ledt to etfectively shake
the entrenched, cuditinnal Tea dership of the
working-class movement, in spite of the velling
vx peciences ol o series of Lahoor EorErmmEnts,
now stures s in rhe facs, The cuseent, toceh
sonnamic enviranmenst of o de clining denestic
capitalizin is 'g-'il.'||.1]'.utl; ieafar onslaights an the
everyduy lving standards and the pasr coonomic
mmins of working men ad thelx Gmilles,in
direcre artemnpts to reestablizh soend profitahi-
Lty For dndastvializts, As faces, conts and frices
adoelerate, the Srate venbures Lo assanlt rrads
uninaism ta combat wage ncreases, Real fros
TrACIGNE ol tesent Hee s arnongst warkers
become widespread. 595 crises of precisely chis
nature thar highlight the grave palitical weak-
ness=s af the labour movement. As tneawe and
anviety mark che horivon, the lick of s cradible
Lett alvermazive widsTy seen o challenge the
impossthly discredited Labour Party Coppos-
tion™, & readily apparent. The eves of theisnds
amomgst the ranf-and-file ace figed upnEn &
movetiest beheaded, This article points to one
dangerous consequence ol this harsh reality.

INTOTHE FOHD

Adiges exprocsed chrough militancy feche firer
and imnmediate ceaction of workers oo the shoo
figor. To counter the growing coonomic

srie ssos, dirikes and demanatzazions meont.
involving numbers unparalleled in recent years
Where it has proved possihle to establish and
miafrtalo Aceion Commmiltess [o assist aid
orgalize the pew-energies, the cnnfidence of
workers in thenr owi strengh bas been boosted
and extended. But the important tssues clearly
rruiscend local intiatives and basic cconomic
frustrations remain unchecked for many. The
explanavinnsand propaganda:of the wevelution-
ary left cannot at ance strecch toall che con-
fused and concerned members of the modking
class - intn ar=as where tmditivns of miitani
chass struggle are weakest, amongst casual
labourers and small, divided wnits of workers—
the means are not in exigtence Info this waid.

t s welcle area of increasing intpatience and
potential desperation, steps the ignosanc and
precaled fguee of che fascier. Still only o Iringe
ol thuddled groupings and sotions: the extrese
Right in Briczin taday shows clear signs of
changing so face che dew openings before i,
throwmn ap by the carpent tide of discontents—
chzar scorm signals for the future. To'spell o
thic reality iz not to sovare alarmict sppeals, bt
I to examine peesent trends and 1o pregans for
L ERETT Ay

THE RIGHT RE-SUEFACES

Moting and warnieg of o Rightist advance ina
presicms ara, Il'l,'lr.'i.k':'l' wrose ' Fasciam s & pro
duct of twe conditions: a sharp social crisis on
the one hand, the revolutiorary weakness of
the . .. proletariac on the other.”! Asthe
prasenc orids inthis country gathers copid
momentsm, demonsteating the poasihle realisa-
tion of both of chose conditions, the fusclsis i
Brizain painfully and spasmndicaily pick up che
leesone The firs significant development
emerged late in 1947, On 7th Oczober chae
vagt. che nesecocal disarray of che fascist Righr,
lost in the depths of o crnge and bl ant
rostalgia for Mazi sloganising that Hagesed srill
froam another time, gave way to the broader:
based gtructors of the “Matonal Front™ at ita
first Annunal Gereral Mesting. Formerly warring
and divided faceions jained hands, Sensi ng che
disillugionment of chousands with the policies

i

e

was abandoned. Thase who had once

apenly
proclaimed "Only those of Bricish or kindred
Aryan blowl should be members of the Mation
- citizenzhip should be denied to all thoss of
alien race I'.:.|l.-;]'|l'||.: the !u:py colauied and
. . Far the
provection of British blood, recial Lears wrill
foakbid marriage between Bricamns and non

intlusntial Jewsh communities

Azvans Medicdf micasmres will be taken to
prevent ]1rn-t:r\n::!i.::-rl":‘| now Fell silent, respact
Fully, Belore the commanding voloe of their new
“Palicy Dhreceor™, ALK Chirszerton. Headvised
them, “Thetreds definicely mare iir\!ﬂ?.th ina
disciplined movement ‘thatt i wild talk and
rabble ronsng' sl 11 appearance of the
Mativnnal Feanr signalled rhe retarth af the
exrreme Right: Trs intcial demonserations and
intepventicne farced 70, 7o time, to the norice ol

thie sacialist El'.'l-.'::'=.'1

It was the National Front paper Spearhesd
rhut commented, "Now, with the seadily
wiorsening natiomal situaricn, and the remaiting
disillpsionmens with the oid Eh:ﬂ:iluu.L Femedie,
this ontfication of focces bas gome at exacely
the right rime. The Bighe leoks ke at kst
having an srgacizition lrge enough and strang
cnaigh 1o have a chance o [ breaking che
stranglehold of the old parties. .. We Lae up
hehind che Maticoal Frone. ™

CONFLAATON AND CONPULEONS

Touw sooi for the new knighes'nf fascism, their
resurrectesd crusade for natiowal apd racial salv
tion proved founded upon the feeblest of
thearetical hases The major weskness af Lascls-
ric graapings, their devastaring inabilicy w0
comgrehend the forceschaping their own
gr-::wl:l, cotitfEnced Lo Plaguc the new
alliance. The resultant intérnal clashes have:
onfy now worked chroogh the organisation af
the Madonal Fronc, and bave been ceflecred
inside other roups.with theearentng res e
This is the Achilles heel of fascism—legitimare
dorbes and grievancesas to thematore nf
cxisting socicty are transformed (nio inhuman
hatreds threwgh the medium of fantasy.
Pragrical problems of unemployment and
cramped housing forge a gennine guest fm
solugicns that the far Right pursue with gese—in
campletely mdstaken direstions The 1-'!'{." (]

combarting fascism is ynderstanding this process

af mysiification, and kwosring why it oecurs Te
find it s 20 read cheough the smos deprossing
and tragic weitings of aur time,

An illarninacing budicaticn of the rozal lack nr

serions theary an the exieeine RJ'EJLI. was penned

e have

by A K Chesterton himself

repeatedly expressed the view that the histpry of
oiir times can be understond cely in the light of

2 cofEpizatorial interpracation , .. thece ace
wveral conspiracies , ., the master conspivacy,
which bevond douht is the ultinae csrablish-
ment of Werld Government, "8

{10 the basis of this mechod of reasoning, an
entire demonology springs upl Cruzed examiples
fill he pages of Fasast journals. ““The Wall
Street giantzwho incubared the Balshevist
Saby have looked after thele monsgrasity evé
dnce . ... they do not wark throcgh n'_'uPri'!uJ'i_'l:lu
slone —communism is alea their child, ™" *'The
i ol pioderm art s to prepace the way,
mencally and cultumlly, for .. . that vast
itmacphous mass of mbcegenated humapicy
which, comtrolled by UNCE polics teoops, will
repretent the foing ideal of both Cammunism
and the Intermational Finance Power and will
constituce che final anpihitagon of the
[T A L However, the absird pletuces
painted in chese ines by the “cheorists' of che
far Bighr bave real roota,

VAPERTALIST CULTIIRE

They reflecethe contradiction hetween the

prossing problems of today —capitaliss ex ploica:
e P e g Sl

S T S S Y TR

Faseism in the 308 ol croato an srni-fascist awakeaning, but oty sfter It fad teiormphied 8
canel be destroed By oropagande. Bue fas fo Ba srrashed. ofovsicaiiy.

Bast ~and the Meclogy. of the past. Bratish
sulears is shat theaogh wnd throagh with che
theories that grew up o jussity the Yong decades
of imperialism, Much ol the conssnsus of ideas
held by the alder peneration alive today survives
as a reflection of the colanial postures of
Bricsin earlicr this contuey, peior o che assump
tiva by the FSA of the leading role: s wocld
capitulism. These imperialis valuss are the
vahigz of the modern Rightst, Ha seeks oo per-
petuate the idealogical trapplngs of che ald
nrder. in the face of an ucterly altered vworld.
The importace of antiyuated impecial ideas
to the fascist produces the notarions emphasia
on race. The cultice of the colonalise slibives
through fascist warks appeasing in Bracain—"'le
is aubficient to look sround the world today and
ohserve where the highesc levels of development
and the ||.i.gl'n-.' st Iiving standard s exlse, The areas
char top che lisc are —Narchern Europe, Marth
America, Auvstralasia, Southern Afbca, Japan. In
all but one cass these are areas dheelt in by

people of manly North Enropean scock . .

| SRR | B E R TR | T i

these thearies have hesn applizd all over the
waurkl, and have simply failed Towork. Asa
resultl many peo ple hawe cofme te wealise che
In sHert,
preciely the propaganda once propounded by
the British ruling clasa ar the height of Impecin
splendoue. To conceal the economic facte of
exploitacion, the clasic dividon-and-rule thios

impereanceof schnic factors’

vaeis! discriminarizn and Rlame.

Ihe Viecoelan deeain of 4 would dominatad
by Uminn Jacks finds an presencday Cascism (o
Linal stronghald, <O 28 modsrn nations on
parth, the Brcizh zlone bave sliowit any talene
for influencing peoples of other T
serried ranks ol the Right are the Lese ahudder
defence of che vanishing power ot Brtish

r_';]:.:l.:..Lisl:la.

RESPONSE TO THE LEFT

Theae same quotacians also provdes a further
clue to the jiggaw puzsle of faseist “theory™.
The themes of the fascist are not just vesterda
discredited notions They are prodieced a5 a



tish Fasc

jan . Tine desner i obwious: fSeoiam

ktericul Lear of elie Left sealks the press and
=rances of cthe exoreme Highr. To ke ant-
ialiet is deemed o worthy philossphy of B
reell, H0ur own definitton of Communizm
net he repeated roo often: — Communism is
imperialism of mones of the highes order &
pritide and coneentoatlon of condral e
b Surwier Fudsia, World Jewry vreated 3
nkenstemn monacer That [ag por ot of cos-
1-"” Are not such Emes the minse wivid
Firmaticor of honw fascism takes the Sears of
sarad individnal, based o geuuine prob-
is—the power of lancers, the doabt o
ktecn bursaccracies -intn the cealms of
spmae?

FECT O NATTONA L FRONT

se disastrous calenlaricons can torally remove

reme Bighriacy from understanding the

tion they are accually veorking in., except
ere the realities ape {uss toe obvicus go be
oeed. The variovs conspizacy ‘thegries"
p]n'.rer] by tha Macanal Front o analvse che

that it was the working-cluio thae suffered mast
froen disitlasionment with che Laboer govern-
mznt and chat consequently rebelled mos
aguine ivs policies, = The Mational Front - . .
inust place preatet pmphasis on attracting the
AU poct |:|F111n nrr;mur\l WOTEIRE fan - r:'|{~
MLF. must win Labowr voters™, = they agreed

Ia ¥ 197 0. =i the OTZAnISailon never F;.ru.l.?ed the
approptiate strategy to march the sicuation,

Conceiving che enemy to be ruthless,

COsrILe |]:~n_'|i'.;.:| n.;l'l.-.p]ra!ur: out to wmderine
the sasred National fortress, the far Right at no
tire l:l'J.E’!I.i.ﬂJ.‘IEL‘I thie ht;l-;.'hlut'r[.' ol Stare. All
failinugs and exeors on the part of the govern-
FEne ﬁ'! ::'!."Hrem WEFE =T|& RBEE rhﬂ ‘Fi'.l.ll.— l.'.-I-
“subversion™ by the external forees of dhrup
tioln, Theretare, the spstem of parlamentary
elzctaralism is the inviolate depostary of the
popildar will warthy of reiat, The ald political
partiea have burnt themeshves out; it remasins
sirrply to replice them by Mationalist-hercas
eleceed to the green cushians ol the Hiotwe of
Commans. This formuls bronghe sbout 4 strong
concentestien of scist forees on contescing
bacal and nations]l elections The clear idzal was
the eventual tel umph af the iightat the palls.
the inavguration of & Front-dominassd govern-
et Clat would at ence slav e deagons of
Bolsherism and finance capital.

“Probably the main sccivicy, and the one
wbich, Mri Pirle said, had gained the most pub-
bivy during the year, was the Acton election
boenl elactionn wers very good pracoce bor o
branches,” noted the Fronts scousd sasusl
rcport " For the far right of contsmporany
Hriran. there were oo social or economer Ineces
of intetest outside of the busting snd the
Palce of Westmimater. Clom conflicts were &
socondary phienomeonon, to be resolved with the
pustagre of time and the froition of *privte
enterprise operating under & sysrem of Marianal
Guldance 1o eliminare the injuarices LS
probleps to disppesr with the crushing of s=b
version. This very incapacity fo analve: socly
finslly provoked & viokesi e confrontstan
within the NMational Froni.

DECLINE OF BELECTORALISM

Simce itz inceprion. the Nationsl Front scoraed
imeetlvemmient in Tory Party circles, however right-
wirg The Mondsy Club has 3 useful parpose

as a rallving point snd recniniting ground | C . &
dies Hoip secve 464 eefiable souree of ll,l‘!'.'hl P
8 Ruie it had accepted the
Ty philosopliy of seeking palitical rule throogh
Parkament. After all, athers on the I:L;g.l'll lad
faded throwgh underestimaring rhe respectabilicy
redquiced to urilisethe offieial desrem—"Eln
|:_|u.l.rrr:|. with Mosley is on atrielly l.'u.l].i[]l.'.ﬂ

for Britain's future.”

gromnda . .. he committed an undonbed error
it the (1930 By idensifving bimsell roo closely
with coptinental fascism. This was an srror,
although ne cme 155

However, with the trensigion 1o Tery govern
griens in mid- 1970, ceflesting the sharpening
seonomic crisis, and the sebeeguens em ployaeit
of even heavier weapons against the tiecests af
the working population, the puhlic disillasion-
ment with the very process of pacliamenzary
P{|i:ic:, wich the saledn chat had a'_'-:l:ll._il;llu.“d Lig
first Wilson and now Heach, pepeezated ac last
imro the unthinking beaing of the new Mightiaes.
Ik swas the Srase machinery itaelf thar suddenly
diew the wrath ol an increasing nimber of
extreme cight-anngers For teo lizng, they ad
relied tnan the mechads of o discredited parbia
mentary scene. THe moment had armved to
by pass che “midd e sround™ of British policics
and to descend trmio the steert.

DANGEROUS THREAT

A rift shook the Masional Front, The defenders
of the old strutegy vesisted and fell, Wikl accusa-
dions of “wrechkers” and “gabatage” could not
archhald the new corsents In Decembier 1970,

a thorongh campaign by & newly furmed “Action for

Pranmirtes™ urent Chedterran from s leading

1S111

bm‘ut!ﬂ.ﬂs |1||.:|:u|:|cn]1:i]:l--.a riwth e explnl‘lntinrl
af che atmasphere creaced By Powell, o matoer
what hls differences with the Frone's FIH.J'EiEIJ]Ir
cemmonalogyyan end oo respectabilice, fo tactical
avoidance ol overt race hutreds, eothe farmer
eleczoral emphasics: 3 major re-ooientatinn
errwards physical mterventinns sod screer
demronsorations,

This & el sirdigtion Kow, Woatoager cighoise
threar Frows today chan the 1'.r-.-|.'|:'in|;'-:|3:.: mowa-
mient has had to face for decades 2 Lhreat atmed
at the nltz‘_i.r'.g:., ralli=s and homes -n.‘-:|1¢ |a|;~:|-_||
mareent moreow. Thee s time available
fiow toprepare for che concest.

THE ANTI-FASCISTS

Hew to r\es[_lu:ll.d.':' The sacabixst Lefe rr-.'.ngn:'cr-.:.
oy insrince, che first germs of fasciso, 1ts mind

E! b-l;i.lIl'ElJ h? t]lE MEImGries -c"-:r|'.r' rr=.l11;1p|'|1 I:lr.

THE MAIN CONCLUSIONS

Firstly and nrgently, the “Eapciet™ tag muse be
removed from Heath and the Tory govermmens
and emploved only for che real extremiscs nf
the Right. When capitaliam meets acute erises
with the mobilisation of lurge-scale fascist mowe-
ments, politicians of the Heath vaclety ace
nl::l“'hﬂrﬂ =l w ) I-II' S0

Secondly, the cevolubdonary Left cnust reach
i as far as iv isable ro direct the frustearions
f the worsinge class apains capttalism, The
development of a mass sockalist moveme ar wipes
put the potential recrurting grounds of fascism
and maerows che aresof bewibderment iowlich
the germs af racism flonrish. The ezrablistment
o a ymamade, e povading Left i tle paramoaot
task when the existing order of society s fn
digarrey—a Lefl not seen to be an appendagre of

the German Mazi party oves the Largest and most  the old systemin decline, bat ivdependens and

coufident working class movemene in history,

a movement that filled che squares and cieies of
pre-war Central Europe with ceeming demoastia-
toawaf mighty and hopeful workers' power.

The forests of ped flags bose by the German
Lebt pave way co the total desolation of
Majdanek; of Avschwizz_ The reasons for the
reauleans horrors are even today unclear co
sections ol the Movement. Serdous' weakneases
persist.

With the gradually enveloping atmasphers of
ronflct and the spprais to secure the “national
l\.—.'r-rl"'_ Bafy ol 1he I_:,-."r _L"_—.‘._ ',:'.IW‘I:,'_, -‘ll'lb
= the bagaccepted Bharal tolresce of oy
vererday. o, e poeth ol e b prepe
gands among the working clum cun only be

revalutionary & thorongh alternative.

Thirdly; as a lesser and defensive task—rhe
coordinasion of measwres taken by differens
Lefe grougs againgt the attacks of the new Right,
Proposals for active conperation should be
advanced and debaced aow. Information and
aciulysis of developments an the faselst fringe
af [Jc-hr.ir_". should be extended and militants
made aware of the potential dangers. A simpls
vystem of lalson between separate socabn
groups o newtralie foces intereention and
should be orectnd wath oo

The tormrresd amd gy ipectecis ol Em-Mak
A RO S ST I T Ty
et pas o s closes e MY Stapomare
fas, e m e Y § Conmpery of Prosakeoy sl

combatied by reasaned srpitent and 4 preses T ThaD Che SiTed il st T s

tation of facts'® chimed one militant in the
Indeperdent Labour Parry noe bongago
E|1:'.t:..‘-:,'i11¥ 11'::']:!11?"_1 onffer nfa ;r.lui':! fic -Ift!:uﬂr!g
prlarform tn che Mational Frone! For socialice:
enmeihed in vistis of new, defisnr dawns of
fraternity and love, evolving from floawertig
discusnon and democracy, the painssaking
bl of educatien and open debate weem
abvioun Al hisory shatters beautiful dovar
with 1 relenrlean shocks Herd sconomer pres-
sierea ae straining working clas familie 1
racizm and naticnaline deugegy fro e
improved housing and steady brcomes fast. then
the worried and confused will embrace them
derpite reason and |ug:|:| argument.

NAIVETE AND "FREE SPEECH™

The extremists of the Right have never goeepted
the limies of polite, demacratic discussion, They
can never do sn. Their theasesical clathing is
threadbare, theivanalyses pathecie, The chants
of “Wogy mut'” and “Britain firse" are above all
slogans it the sereers and hovsing estates. To
extend dehate and discourse to orpanised Lascise
gronpings at a time of developing rensions and
dissatistaction is to how to the mose innocent
of Uberal fantasies at the precise moment when
the vealities—incensityimg wage contlicts and
rising prices demmund tmmediate concentration
an decpening and sharpening che class seruggle,

whizh i blames foe the indyeerees snd saiirseg
of mankind. It s the menort af & o pug
capiralism. And as such, i can be erased,

2. Newhauer

NOTES

1 “Garrrmey, Loy 55 v teasrnatasn S amee ™,
werirren Nosmestee 1337

7 "tHlicel Progaememe of the Gemer Srizain idowe-
mant™, written by Joks Tyadeil, 1954 Ti=atal
became a leader of the National Froot when fe le
Mis MidwEmant enfo The unidiostson

3 Spesch repretad m hi papes CANDOUR, Oorober
18E7.

4 The BLACK DWARF af 18tk May VBEE ragarted
al largth amn the National Fromt. SGCIALIST
WO RKEER hsw currsd @ lairly rogalar poveraga of
fascist activity that is very vyl

5 Jdoka Twndall in SPEARHEAL, Septemiber 1857

B A K Chastaran (4 CaNDOUR, april 1870,

! A KL Chesertan in CANDDUR, Novembse 7870

8 Jobn Bean in SPEARHEAD, Maov/Dec 1588,

B SPEARHEATD. Janisry 197

10 &. K. Chestorzan in SPEARAHEAD, Sept. 1985

11 CANDHDLIR, Jurna 1270

13 SPEARHEAD, May/Dec. 1966

13 John Basa in SFEARHEAD, June 197

14 SPEARHREAD, Mow/Dec. 1968

15 SPEARHEAD, Juns 1970

Che call oof *free speeel™ for che moss dangerans 16 SPEARHEAD, March 1870,

clements i society atsuch a time, & a plea to
opei the working class ro rtheerude prejudices
af the 'Fliplhr..

Setting aside the blseral and pacifise canden-
cies that ¢an damape the Lefr as the sizhtis

cthigar gesminates, other difficulties remain, The
: 1

only forces witlin the sozialist movement wich
recene histacies of active wiri-Sasoisr gx perience
are diverse and il co-ordinzted. This s aatucal En
view of the ralatively mew nature of the rebhomm
Righ:. A minoricy of Left organizations and ot
individhut branches inside such oppanisations
have been effective here. Tor these gan beadded
smmall hands of militant anri-fascses from che
fenmnigrans and Jewish commenities, sich often
coifuaed concepts of who the coemy sre and
what stratugy can defeat them, The hou it 1ips
Tueid and foccwight explnadan by the Left.

An crganied workiing clags, alive to this

17 dahn Tyndall in SPEARHEAD, Jan/Fab, 1963,
18 Lete ra tha BLACK WARAF af 26th Navembsr
1948,

[HE EXTREME RIGHT TN BRITATN

The leading groupings of the far Right

today ape:

Mational Front {newspapers Speachead
Candonr, Fecrs)

Union Movemenr (headed by Masley, news
paper Acicon)

Britiah Mowsment (headed by Colin Jordan)

Matianal Demacratic Parcy

Boacial Preservarion Sociciy

Immigrants Control Aswcciation

"Trade Union Antilmmigration Move-
ment'” [called "TRU-AR")




'CZ LJQCHOSLOVAKIA:
AFTER THE TRIAL

Tha trial of the comradas of the Crech Rewolu-
tianady Sacialist Party réconvened on Friday
Gth March in the foreboding Palace of Justice
a1 Spalena Ulica, Mesdles to sy, the “judgas”
wera true to thaeir rele as cops and ovoled the
questions that Comrada L1, in the nama of all
the deferdants, had asked tham,

Chut af ahout 80 seats in the ceurtroom, 20
wers empty, People in Prague wond gred what
kad happened to tha special guard—the
“workess " delegation—that was'there on the
first day. Wera the cops afraid that revolut=an-
ary ideas might even sproad in their own ranks?
Petr LIkl and 14 comredes ware handeuffed and
escorted by two heavily armed guard SFisch. And
autside, in front of the Palace of Justica. cordons
af “papular mititie”! stopped anyone going inte
the court. Many proeple had come to demansts
jate thair solldarity with the defendants A short

forca "'confessions” out of Thomas Sigmund
The self-criticisms she made strongly resemiale
thoss of har feliow defendants in Londan's
boak, Burieg herinterrogation, the following
Bargain was propeosed to Sustrovas shewould

ba ablovwnd ta look after her three-year-old
caughtar if she first denoynced the growp for
bseing anti-socialist and then showeed them where
her fiange, who they have bean looking for for
wwveral rmonths, was hiding, taolated inher cell,
che pventually gewe in. But once the group Were
reunited in the courtrosm, she retractad, What
gort of black mail have they used 1o get the
smiall confession thaey did aut of Sigrmund? It
hae baoen this show of solidarity that has forced
tha judges to sweap sside &l formal legality
avan furthar. From Monday, only the defendant
actually being tried was albawed in the court:
rﬂH:II"I"I.?

abandoring even the most alementary SMME
sen. Ha pointad owt that the “Opan Lattes £
tha Unified Workars Party of Polond'® had bee
pubslished in Czech, This, he sikd, waa written
fry Paligh “revisionist and deviationist agitaton
Kuron and Modzelewsky, wheo are quite righ
in prison in Paland.” This eninent dialectici
isquite corract to polnt out that prisons are |
same in Pragueand Wersaw.

in the "B0s there was no need for peopla bl
Aohacek & Co, besalise the “confesions” we
broadeast direct over the racdio, Today, thesa
are lupiuries that the bureaucrats cannat alloe
themsaives. Becawss thess dyfendarits will nol
admit anything, Their sole defance is their res
lutiendry programma, and this defance is an
accusation against the bureaucracy. Tha com-
bativity and couranga of the defandents has

distanee from the orurt thay organissd o
demanstratlan of support, inwhich the sonsof

the victims of the "B04 wiaks—Slansk y and Shng—

oarticepatet,

ihen charped with accusations which thy tn
make cut that thair revalotionsry setivity s
simpdy & crime of common imy, those on trial
have shomm real urlty. From the first day,

Fralil, the spokesman for his comrades; declired

that thare was no doubt that this was's political
trigl. Ha denounoed the act of eccusation: “How
dare you call o3 antisocialists wrhan we are lad
by Miarx, Enpals and Lenin?”" he exclaimed, The
judga was s0 embarrassad he did nat repdy. And
whan Frolik denocncaed the fact that, contrary
to the reastitution which guarantess freedanm
of poinian, the 19 defendants are victims of a
trial hased entiraly on opinian, the [udge then
rabuféed: “¥ou are not on triol for your idess
bt for wor acts! ™ Hut Frofik would not cedo!
“ifa hawe anly acted in defence of our ideas,”™
It is ower the thesis containad in the 98h
article of the Crach nenal code, soousing the
groun of antisocialist sctivities, thet all the
comracies have fought with the judpes.

The defence has insistad sveral Limes on tha
fallowring questicn which it hes asked the
dafendants: “1s tha defenclant for or against
tha ghalition of private ownership of the means
of prrll'lll’.‘[iﬂlh-l'”

Oddiy tha judges find that this question nes
ne redation oo the trial.

To definitely conclude the discussion, Com-
rade Suk, on ‘Wednesatay 10th Masch, asked

Petr Ukl "o you think that our sctivity helpad
¥ ¥

irrperialism?™ The latter replied, pointing

e e ST T e e B L e

Petr Lkt

the judge, “We are dealing hera with the 40-
year-old product of Stalinist cooking which has
become part of the cantemporary my th,'” The
jikdge than protasted viotently: I you repaat
the word. Stalinist, the counsal of sccusation
wit] b enbarged.”

Wkat i the use of bureaucratic dagality”

For aver o year Lhe Czech revolutionaries have
besn in prison. &nd this has not bean long
enough foir the bureaucracy's henehmen and
political adwisors 1o astakblish amy GO RCPETE
proot of a “plor”, lke they used 1o be abla to
do i the past. They haws, however, used the
sarme range of methods =8 In Slansky’s day:
from psychological pressurs to moral and
physical black mail. Wiy were Comrades Haff-
man and Taskovwa only able to stand u far tan
minutes ot the tribunal? Wha is responsible for
their state of health? Why is Comrade Frolik
naw blind?

On Moenday Bih March, Comrade Sudtrova
egvanlnch tha way the judges have been abla to
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Having alreacty shown just how much they

raspect thelr own law, the judges heve daliberate:
Iy omitted reconding the exact words of our
gamrades. Thus, for axample, they haue for-

gotten land we shderstand thelr bad memaries)
the word Petr Lihl usad g0 describe their
activity [ “Staliniét cooking ), In the same way
they have grabbed up Comrade Plogstedt's
“confession’” [read London|, which admits she
did handle “subwarsive” litarature. The
recorder has replaced the word “Marxist” by
“sobweraive”. Do they mean the same thing to
tha Pragiss bureaucrats, then?

Palice version of history—anticipated

Cn March Bth at 8,30 p.m., Rohacek, a

cealoud sommentatar on Redia Prague, gaws-his
cwr irrpfutable proof the accussl men's guili.
Adthoagh the trigl hed anly just begun, ha
afready knew the wardict, Among the crimas
attributed to the Caech cormrades, thara are
soma real gems, such as: Tirst of all—and for a
cop journatist, this is irmefutable evidence —the
@oup had contacts with the Fowrth Intematio-
nal. Rohasal, who is certainly up to date, talls
us thet “the Fourth Internationsl’s Berlin
functionary, Ernest Mandel™ was known to be
in contact with the Czech ravolutionarias &s
ackder] proof, he went & far &8 toread off & list
of foreign names {taken from the Codok travel
bureau, no doubt), innocent tourists who hae
praobably never heard of the Intermational.
Anather of Aohacek s srguments confirming the
ex istance of an intemational plot is an example
of how a palics conceptlon of histosy can mean

arousad the admiration of the peophe of Prag
Hundreds of workers, stedents and intellestiu.
harer earme fonsard: aren 't the eriels public? €
the police, while scared that same of their res
lutinmary ideas am spresding emong their om
ranis, arg kesping the court well guardad, am
aven rainforced the cordons sehan Potr Ukl we
an :'riaT."' :

Confranted with this tribunal of bures
crats, the revolutionaries contfaue o
struggle for soorialism,

—0. Richard, E. Mathias

KROTES

1 Tha same ans whs masacred the Patish workan
thee Balric cisdl.

7 Johaanes dgrali, ef-aing taacher ot the Serlin
Fren Limiwssaity, who came as an absersar an Th
ragunst of Sibwh b Plogemadt, was refused oty 09 W
pretext which makes sven Pompicau's jodges sesm
tame: s the jure's dabate s publiz, theré b5 0o ng
Far -y o attend, ' |sic)

3 e g tedch These gentlsmen thal 1hi dooume
waps published by eRa itadents’ parliarianl @nd Surn
rishil by the sutherits in power o Aol FEER
4 Oon vty e Gy L) e . o0 SachOmn
POSTSCRIPT: The Bertrand Russal
Peace Foundation is at the moment
attempting to send a commission Lo gc
to Prague, consisting of eminent perso
lities such a3 Chomsky, Lawrence Daly
Maurice Dobb, Eric Hobshawm, Christ
pher Hill. While the terms of reff!rer_l ce
the commission area bit vague, iLis 19
hoped that they will demand to see
Comrade Petr Uhl and inguire into the
circurnstances of the trial.
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Davle! Mol ellan hes just been transizted wotions
from Marx s Grundrisse. He s also auhor ofF
wWarks an Marx and the Yoy Hegelians and the
sy Wars. He ivar present working on @ maior
biograsbiy af Marx

Afare s Grumdrisse i collected notes for
Capital. /1 covers evan more ground than that
work and contaips Mare s fullest exposifion of
his wigns on revplution, automation, the effect
of incregaing warking glass standard of iving, ste,

—in what way does the translation of the
Grumdrizse modify our interpretation of Marx s
thaught?

The esential point 1a that, in tha century or sa
sinee hig thought had hecome widely known and
studisd, Marx has been intenpreted inoan almost
Incradible variety of ways: tha two central
approgches wwerg gither 1o read him as & rigidly
determisl economist—as with the Garman
Social Democrats at the tuen of the century
reinforcad later by Stolinist doctrines—orasa
phillosaphical humanist at home in the axistan-
tialist mowement and having affinities stretching
a5 Tar a5 Zen Buddhism. This latier inlerprets-
tion has been corrent in the West and inspired
to soame extent, by anti-Commuonist Tendencies
Both thess interpentationg ermphasised the
wirltkngs of one period of Mars's fife at the
sxpansa of another—aither the Mars of Caproa!
wat suponed 1o be the authentic Mars, or the
Mars of the TA4d Manuserizts wasd beld tocon-
tein the real humanist imgpiration that became
cipsiccated in later sconomic sudier. In fact,
evan imtheaiv own terms, These nlerpretEtions
wpre mistaken: a careful reading of Capia/
weould shiow that it s nat e economkes L
the current sense of the wond) and that it
writing was set in a context of political activity
that gave the lie to any strictly detarminist
raadirgaf hiswaork. Amd oo much attantion
was paid to the philosophicsl aspects of the
1844 Manwseripes without realising that theay
contained much aconomic analyss ad well.
Howerwar, with the publication of substantial
exntracts from the (Grondeisee we can see the
emential continaity in Marx's thought. The
Grundgrisse 1s a very bong manuseript, getting
on for 1,000 pages—n which Mars sketched
aut, in 1967/68, thi regudt af the 15 years of
study gince he first became a communist; il
contains lengthy meditations on themes that
Marx intended 0 include inFis megnum opes
aneconamics, of wwhich ha anly ever com-
pleted the first saction entitled Capital Thus
the answar to your quaestion i that aeguain-
tance with the Grundrisse would dhange our
interpretation of Mars in two important
raspects;

Firstly, It shewea that there iz 8 continuity in
Marx"s thu-ughl;: all his weritings, incluching The
later cnes, are dealing with human nesds, man
ac 8 social being, the atienation of men In con-
temporary scciaty, and the constrection of an
unalienated society through aymmunism, The
earlier writings are, in & sensa, daficient as thes:
conoepts are not Imeg:‘ated Imta the somew hat
shatchy economic analysis And the lirtes
weritings cotl ld edqually be held 1o be daficiant in
that Marx did not include in them—he did not
b the thne or space—many of the themas
brosched in tha Gromorisse

Secondly—and closely ralsted —is tha concliu
sion that Mars s wrltings are unfinished ) Cspftal
it only & fragmant of what ha intonded o writs.
Thus his work 14 open-ended and quite unlika
the sort of clossd system with which he has o
oftan been saddiaed.

—WWhet has been your criterion in ssbacting pas
sagas from the Srovidriase Tor your sdition?

| have translated about 150 pages of the B00-
page manuscript. In choosing my salection, |
went for pegaages that aither sgammed to illumi-
nate themes abveioudly central ta other of
Mars s writings or those that moved into angas

an interview

thy problem of sutomation would be a case in
oaint herd, Alhaugh my choice is necesiarily
o somee EnBnd sajective, thers are long pas
w2 in the oo thal cowld anly ba of the
very slightest interest (o anyons, however, | did
also check with all the authors wio had com-
manted on ar quatsd from the Grundriess —
Marcuss, Klages, Schmidi, Nieolads et =t
compared the list of passages that they

refarmad 10 with the gne | compiled. Thay mare
oF =8 coincaded.

—in wiat way would your swemment of what
is important in Wer e s Mars scholar differ
fram the estimsts made by a political sctivist?

That's & rather difficult guestion to ansser &5 |
have to interpriet the mind of & palitical actaist
Srill, 1t 12 guite clear 1o 'me thiat what | &m trying
to do as & Marx scholar is to mterprat the mind
af Marx in deseription and commentary: 1o try
and oswey what he sxid and what he was getting
at, And it ssema to me that what Should be
important to maasa Marx scholar is what was
important o Mare, and 1his can onby be onder-
stood by a clase study of what Mar s’ and
wehat he meant by what he sid, Tha iatter in
particular involes a thomugh acquain e not
anly with kis agoeal texts but of the context in
which thay wore written, the quaestions they
were trylng 1o answer, gie; This is not, of
caursa, to deny that thesa are other possibba-
and een usaful —activities, such & asking what
Marx s views might have bean on such and such
g question, whather the implications of Marg’s
vigws on cartain questions could be carrled
further than e carried them, or even what
hitars ‘s views would be on cartain coniemporany
problems: though this latter—and hera we
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arive @i the crus of U GuETHoDN —sserms 10 M
1o b rather & dubious enterprse. For Wars e
& mineteenihcentury think e smglcy g mene-
[EEnR-Cpr iUy SOMCEDES T s fersriaerih
Century GuESTIeTE 11 i & quite leginimas erier
prise for a political sctivist to pick out certain
ideas in Marx and apply them today, because
thay Illuminate, Far him, the particular sims
with which he feals concerned; and —~agaln ta
hirm —thess sre no doubt the things that are
gt Emportant bn Manc. But he has no right o
call thess idess “the smantial ides of Mare” o
it M readfy mesant . fimpeetance s a
refaticnal concept snd we Mt ek gt
o whom. What wan mportant i Mars acd whe
i impartant 1o @ contemporary politcal actne
may well be vary diffensat. To ultrs-mantane
Catholics it spsmed that the most importent
text in thie New Testament wis “Thou &
Peter and upan this rock . . ™ etc. whether
Jogss consjdered it 1o be shsolutely central to
his message can only be discovered by looking
at the context o which itwas uttzred, asking
the mesning of the ward *'rock ™, whethar the
whole thing iz not simply 4 pun, etc. ¥ou ses,

meaning 15 bolund up with intention, and s
simphy couldn’t hawa intended mamy of the
things that poli tical activists are now interestad
in. It is thojob of tha schaler to | Huminata
thasa méanings ond intentions. Inoas far as the
political activist places himself in a tradition
dascending from Mars, there will ba an overlap
o meanings and intentions whaere what s
impartant to the scholer and tha activist will
cainclde, thaugh they 'will be important for
dfferent reasons. And, [ncidantally, this over-
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GRUNDRISSE’

with David M€Lellan

lap oocurs to @ greet extent in the Grondris
which | considar in @ demsa Marx s most basic
work and which at the same Hme contains
fidars's vigws an societies that were highly
developed tachnologically. But this does not
apoly to all Mand's work and gobdnass knows
that the understand Ing of pest utterances &
difficult enaugh without Importing inte it
eonceptions and attinedes from & different age
that can da nothing but obscure the meaning

—It in sormetimes said that ellenation isa con-
cept linking the young and the mature Marx.
But did nat Marx largaly abandon it in his
later writings, owing to lack of specificity and
conerataness, and substitute concepts like
fatishlam and surplus value which cannot be
banalised as allenation has so oftzn baan?

¥as; | do think that alienation isa concept
linking the young and the mature Mar; and
no, | gon 't think that it was sbandoned tater

1 knes that it was often stated, particularty by
an oider generation of commentators an Macs
Ty Sichnigy Hook or Lewis Feusr, that alisns
Thon Weid 3 CONCRET oINS T T ety wrt
inge. Thia sort of siatenent could onby be made
Ty BT W e e pad the Grond
righe At Grosfroe both S s ol Te
rcegt SoToE FetEtey B (T el R e o
CxaggETETion tO Wy T o @ e of T Sow
imporETt comompty—if Aot e moE emper et
o, |1 is not & differest contend in the Grome
rigge—and i Capital for it does oocur theme—
fram the coneept in the 7844 Maruseripts, in
herth writings thers is the picture of man who
has alienatad his essentisl characteristics of
dominance and contral over hils work process,
the proces of his setf creatson. On the other
Pt pitteousgh thesre @ not 8 Sifterest conoept
& alispration o M Grosdee o o oradloutrtedly
& e e oo fiteeen yean o atudy
Pupes green the wisl #5 SIONCETIS IS DRSO CE
depih that it would hawe besn imporstle b
Mais to achieve in 1844, | agree with you the?
aligration 1§ & broad concept and | 3l agres
with you thet it has been banalised—uwsally by
writers with no sort of philesophical training
But that dossn't masn that mone specilic
notions fike surplus value or the fetishism of
cormmodities seemed 1o Marx o be m any Wey
suparior: they were applications of the idea o
alienation to particular areas of capitalist
society, surplud valua explaining the sliegnation
af man i the productive process and fetighism
of commodities the repercusslons of this in the
field of social relstionships.

—Dio you think that the increasing lterature on
harx published in English will laad to a rebirth
of Marxigin |n this country?

Pl guiess in this is as good as anybody else's,
weonw that Merx stwdies are a respactable aca-
demic dissipline, thare will olviously ba an ares
of discusion confined to learned journals The
publication of Marx's sarly writings doas not
sagen yot to have had much affect on Mandsm
in Britabn—as opposed; say, 1o Eastern Europe,
However. the wanslation of writings such ag the
Grundrisse doas mesrs that Mew Laft groups in
this eeuntry do now have access to a view of
Marx s thought that could ba hald to be very
relevani to the second halt of the 20th cantury.
So long as the Comemenist Manifesto and Caor-
taf were held to contsin the whole esence of
Marx"s thought, it was difficult to make thase
direct connactions: now it is much easlar. The
Girundriszse deals with such guestions as tha
growth af altomation, increase infree time,
immanse im provements in tha material standard
of living of tha warking clais—rnany of the
points that crude critics had held 1o hade refuted
Mimr's ideas. To what extent this will bead o &
relirth of Marcism is an open guestion. As
Mars himsalf sald: “Man must prove the truth,
i.a. thereality and pweer, the this-sidadness of
his thinking in practice.”
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Thera are few revolutionasiaswhe are more
universatly respectad than John Maclean, The
Scottish working class mowement, epecialy,”
remambers hirm as its graatast and Best Iowad
lgadar, Linfartunately there are few revalution:
arigs whose ideas and writings have been more
tharaughly burisd,

Let us drag his idese out of the callar. Whan
the dust is blown from them, they will found 15
b caf tramendaus redewance for our stragghes
today. Indesd, until Scottish revolutlonaries
b thorounhly understood snd atsimi leted
them, there can b no reflowering of the revo-
lutiomary Mavement of which he was the
pinnacle.

*The weorking class, when they rise for
their own, are more dangerous to eaphta-
[i=m than ewen the German enamies ot

your gates,”

The Marxist

Maclean's parants had been driven as children
fram the Highlard s to find a precarious lite in
thie Clyde industrial balt, snd his father died
jrematurely, But daspite the grinding poverty
of his upbringing, MacLeans brilllant mind wen
him 2 scholarship 1o Glasmow Universty, from
where be ook up employmant & a schoal-
Tapcher.

He rapidly bscama radicatised, but the evert
that changed his life was when he came into
poseescionaf a copy of Marx's Cagital, he read
it from cowar to cower, and from then on was dn
ungwrarding Marsist.

In 1903 hi joined the Soclal Demoscratic
(Fedaration, and one of his remarkable qualities

came to-the fora<his unbelievable energy. 11 was

nothing far MacLean to address dour or five
maetings & week , and' at the height of hisegita
tion-ha ‘was addressing up to eight meatings in
one dayl

Against the War
The most impartant aspest of MacLean’s Tife

was his stand sgainat the First World War. Ha
b that his speeches had awn the seeds of
reslstanoe arangst his hearprs, bat that this
wauld only meke the government more deter-
mined to dlence him. With this nowisdga ha
Hepped up fid etfares, trying to spraad the
maximum emount of enlightenment aboufr the
raal nature of the war befare the ineuitablo
happaned,

It did happan. Hie firet trial came on
Mowvembar 16th 1815, but the evidenss of the
police witnesios was so contradctory and the
masieEd of workers who packed the court and
thronged outsice wers s manacing that tha
Shariff gave MacLean a mild sentence. Hi
sacand trial in May 1918 was a different affair:
this time hi received three yesrs' penzl e
tuda,

The torrmants be suffored wold hawve
broken many other men, &5 it was, this
started the breaking of his former ratust health,
which was eventualhy to kil him,

He never finishied the sentence: the seads he

had sown began to flower: wunder the Inipect of
the Bltack s mace In thea lactories mnd rigng
prices and rents; 10 workess ol the Chde
stepped onto tha stage @ Hight against Llogd
Getrge aned the employers, Throwgh evary fight
the clormaind was raisad: “Ralesss John
MacLean!™ On Juna 30th 1917 he wad releasad.

He emarged from prison to teos up bhig task
a5 Soviet Consat for Scotland—an honout con-
farrad on him by the victorous Detaber revol-
tion in Russia.

Meedless to say, he meraly launched himself
inin mare intense agitation than ever, and in
May 1918 ha was again armetted on charges of
saclition, At this trial he made the classic
snoszch, which must rank 24 his tastarment to the
workers of Seotland and tha warld, He used the
dnck fo explain the reasons for tha war, and to
defand his actions, His dafienee was that he had
actad in tha imtarests of his class " hawve
squared! my gonduct with my intellact. . - | ect
square and clean for my pringiples. | have
niotfring torratract. | heve nothing to e ashare
of, YWour clase position ts against my Slags posi-
thon ... My appeal is 1o the work ing class. |
appeal o themn exclusively because thay and
only they can bring about a time whan the
whiorle waorld will be one brotherhosd on a

*sound geonomic foundation. '

He was given five years penal servitucle, This
wirs to finigh the process of breaking his health,
The end of the war, odnciding with eeer
MroUnting working class sgitation for his
release, resulted in his baing freed on Movernbor

16Eh 1918
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JOHY MACLEAN

at Blinurgh befote kiz great brial,

DIny #, 1504,

"I stand here not os the accosed, bot g2
the acouser of capitalism dripping with
blood from head to foot.”

“I'stand in the Gorbals, and hefore the
world, s & Bolshevik, alias 2 communist,
aligs & revolutionist, alias a Marist. My
symbol is the Red Flag, and it | shell
always keep floating on high,”

The Worker's Teacher

OHN MACLEAN AND THE
COTTISH WORKING CLASS

of great dopth and ability, He wnderstood th
process of combined and uresen developman
His contemporaries did nat. He ke that the
workers’ movement in Scotfand was qualitach
#head of the English mowament This was the
result of national differences. The historical
‘devaloprent of Scottish capitalism; the creat
of the Scottish warking chass out of a com-
presead and sharp period of attack on tha Hig

Tha fact that the workers of Clydeside sspecially, |and and Irish peasiniry; the different intallet

and of Scotland in genearal, were not saept
awway by the patriatism which affected the mass
of the British working class s alemost directly
attributable o MecLean. Concene of thousnds
of workers turning up wesk sl ter week for a
efags n Marxise Eeonomies. |magine tham pas-
sionately following the spesker's every word, in
an atmosphiere semething akin to a redvalist
manting, than streaming out 1o spresd the ward
amongst thair fellow waorkers,

His lectures waba fever shetract, thoy ware
besad an the living experiences of his audience;
they would supply him with tha raw material of
what was happening in the factories and ship-
yards, and ha would axplain every move ol the
employers, shawing the economie reasons lor
their actions and the weay i which Marxism
explained the situation,

It v the success of this educational wark
swhileh spurred MacLean Lo the creation of the
Scottish Labour Collags in 1818, This project,
whieh wen wide support in the Labour mowe-
ment, taught a completa range of Sikjects, but
the core of the teaching was Mardist soonom e,
and its purpose wes to traln warking class
leaders, who werg conacious of tho natire of
capitaligm, and the interests of thair class,

| have hian anlisted in the Socalist
Army for 15 years. God damn all other
armies."”

The Scottich Workers Repubfic

His stand_ after T8, for an Independent
Workers Ropublic of Scotland, and foran jnde-
pendent Scottish Cormmunist Party, is
generally misudderesood. The source of mast of
the confuson is Willis Gallagher’s book, Sevolt
o the Clyede, This Marticular well is poisoned.
Too leny this pathetic back has bean thestan-
dard text on the avents of the tima, |t muwst be
rejected, it is 2o obviowsy “ghosted’” by thie
sime duthor as Harry Paollitt's Sarymg 8y Time,
that it 5 aven dowbiful how much of it ls
Gallachar's-ivaven misspalls MacLesn's namel
IMcLgant,

Tha book assarts that MacLean’s suffering in
priszan had affected his mind, and presents him
a5 beting surounded by people who fad his
exaggerated suspicions. Let us leave asida this
non-politisal explenation.

The significance of his support of the Easter
1816 rising in Dubdin is lictle spprecisted, The
rising caused comphete confuslon in the Marist
movement of the time; practically the only
pacpla apart from Gonnalhy wha dnderstood it
ware Lahin, and Maclsam

This shows wery clearly the vast gulf which
separated Mim from most of the “Mardists"” of
his day, end proves that he was 8 Marxist thinker

tual tradition of Scotlend which made interes
in Jawas mora widespraad; the subsidiary
pasition of Scotland in the British economy;
survival of a natbenalvadicsl traditian: — all o
thesa, combined with MacLean’s owin contrils
tion, made a rewolution in in Scotand much
rriare likely than in Englard. Subjection of th
Scattish workers to the pace of the English w
o destroy thesa possibilitias,

What MacLean's wiews on tha Communlst
International were is not clear; it (£ tragle tha
he nevar met Lenin, as there [3.& good chance
that he would heve sipported MacLaan. Qn el
othar hand, MacLean may e wercaglhy
caunterposed & Seottish Communist Party t
"eontral from Momow'', Untl the docaments
and other material of the discussion, are un-
coversd, it is fot possible to judge. But wheth
ar not MacLaan wag right to refuse to join the
CPGE once it was formed, the important fact
that his political visws have besn suppressed
and covared up by tha Communist Party of
Griat Britain bahind storise abaut Maclean's
mantal Faalth

The batrayal of MacLean by the CPGE has
bean compoundad by the majority of the Sco
tish “revalutionary® left. They have simply
taken up the slanders of Revalt on the Chede,
ard consgned Maclean o histary.

Thoss whao ke Hugh MecDairmid have
sought 1o kesp the lght of Scottial Fepublica
BT e the e of Mscl sin alive, hive Deen
Sociallst Labdur Lespus. Events are proving
that, fior all MacDalirmbd’s ddealism, amd Stalin
igm, e understands Scotlangl better than his
ADCIIEErS

The resurraction of Meclean's ket will by
taken up by thoss who understand thet Soot-
ferid i3 a nation, and that Scottish polifles can-
nit B understocd marely 88 & sgment of
“British™ politics, & savw generation of Seottl
riscclitionaries will fiese them with the thesne-
tical devalopriant of Marslam since his time,
particularly the ideas of Trotsk vism, which
Maclean oftan foreshadowerd, and will recreat
tha revalutionary mavement which MaclLean's
detractors hawe destroyed,

By Purelia

NOTE
The warks hy Maclean that sy available are:

Condemnied fram e Dok publised by the Soottis]
.

John Macleon and Soeii Tndependence pubdished
by the bohn MacLean Soadety.

Fied for a Labour College i feodtlord, Ihld.

freiuny 'y Trayrecdy - Seotland 'y Duisgrace, Ihid,

The Jahn MacLesn Society s curanily ceganizinga
memerial fund. to erece » caden nesr MacLean's bicth
place, and #o fnsnce the publistion of his warks.
Comtect Mra Non Mackesn Milten, Alkoll Codiage,
Wesifielt, nr. Bathpste, Weat Lothian,
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The film is about the very beginning of
the emergence of the Algerian NLF, its
development, but mainly its decapitation
by the Franch imperialists as embodied
in the notoricus paratroopers.

Yas, it is trus that Portecova (the film.
diractor) does not deal with the most

-intaresting stage of the Algerian resiste-
ance for a revolutionary, namely, the
re-amergence of the NLF and its braak-
through during the years 1960-62, Trua,
tne and of the film—thea success of the
revolution it presented as if the whole
movemant had meen the work of 2
conjurer or of a gad. The “demos™
towards the end appear much more as
gama sort of mystical danoces,

Yes, the “orthodox"™ Marxists, who
willl look for a method to ™ construct
the Leninist combat party” will be
disappointed. Yes, tha ultra-lefts might
think they have bean vindicated. How-
aver, whether delighted or disappointad,
all revolutionaries will find the film
inspiring. |t breathes a revalutionary
glan, enthusiasm, initiative, dedication....
in 8 word: it is of the revolution.

But all this is not why W want 10
writs about the film here, nor why we
think that for & revolutionary this film
isa “good film."

The most intaresting fact is that the
while "“story” or “plot'" is seen from
class position and because of this
claimed by the bourgeaisie (not aven
by its most liberal wing]. 1t is essantial
to explain what wa mean by this as we
ragard thiz critaria as exiremaly import-
ant when judging a film.

Let us take £ for a comparison,

Z is a film that sections of the ruling
class can see and even enjoy. And that

is basuse, even though it doesn’t
compensate Tor bourgeois atrocities, the
“baddies” {all the Genarals involved in the
assassination ) are punished within the
framework of the bourgeois legality game
and what is more through 8 member of
the baurgenisie itsalf: young idealist
judge twha will have time to form or
trans-form himsalf]. THe ruling class,
therefora can get away with Z by
thanking its own system for providing
such “just justica.”

Battle of Algiars is nothing of the kind.
Justice is done outside the system, It is
mot granted by the bourgeaisie; it is
tonguersd and imposed by the masses.

The major difference’ betwean the two
films is that one isa good thrillar with
a very well-sustained suspense, bringing
us a cathartic anding, after which, evary-
thing goes back into its place. The othar
ona is a continuous and relentless clash
betweaen two classes which most result
in the balance of class forces baing
tilted decisively one way or the other.
One could paraphrasa Breton on Rimbaod
and say that Costa Gavras is guilty for
nat preventing the possibility of his film
being taken over by the bourgeoisie—ar
rather that section of the bourgeoisie
which does not want to acknowledge
tha existenca of the class struggle. E
Bacause in & few words this is what it
boils down to—the class struggle. 11
Gztele of Algiers is unbaarabls for the
entire bourgeaisia it is because it is
completely free of any smell of compr-
omisa, It does not at any moment and in
any way blur the issues ar parmit for
more than one interpretation. Through-
out the entire film, it progressas along 8
confessed ang explicit olass line a8 far
a5 Both sides gre comcerned | MLF repre-
sgntative: " Give us the planas, we'll
give you the baskets."/Paratroopers
chief: “ The Algerians want us 1o 9o,
we want to stay.”’) At last a film which
ars] as half-beasts, half-men monstros-
ities whase anly motiwtion |+ zadism.
Fagscism is shown here firr amd foremost
under its rational angle—Colonel Mathisu
is an intalligent man who knows his job.
who snalyses it and transmits it in a
masterly fashion. It is only then that
fascism is shown from the angls of what
it leads to and what its logic istviolence,
uras, sadism.

Yes, the film is very violent, hu_l.'
Portecovo is not exploiting semsational-
ism. Again, here, violence is seen through
and reflects class consciousness. THera
is the sggeassiva violance of the Freénch
patty bourgeoisie which explodes at
the slightest incident and wWieEks
“yengeanca’’ on tha most innocaint.

In the film, it is at the race caurse that
‘the climax of their hysteria savagely
uncalls itself on the child qweat-vandor.
1t is the violence of that very part of the
bourgecisie for whim the film would :
sithar ke unbearable or not make sanss—

violenee of those people who because thay

do not think in terms of classes. think
in terms of madness. "M urdlers-Murder-

LK. OF
ERS

e

ers” throughout the film is the motive
this ciass ascribes 1o the Algeriens. Cou
ntgrposed to this is the catm and dignity
of tha Algerians as thay sift through the
shattered ramains of that part of the
Casbah blown up by the ermbryonic
OAS, Unfortunately despair can and
does sffeact the guerrillas as well, Hance
that impultive and reckiessy drive in the
crowded city which lesds 10 the desth of
wwo Arabs. Lastly, and most imporisnt
is that strand of violence which has an
aim: national libaration on the obe hand
and imparialist domination on the

other,

For the benafit of those who
remember only Ali-La-Pointe, Kader,
Colonel Mathieu (snd maybe also the
three women “terrorists”} and who by
the way are either those doctrinnaires
who complain that tha masses are not
there, or those who are only captivited

a5 totally unified —thersfpmn potentially
fighting. Proof: the various scenss where
Ali or Kadar have only got to burst into

any housa to find same sort of shaiter,
Alsa the total unanimity with which the
‘Kashah responds to the call for a general
strike. Whoever has not falt the atmos-
phera prevaiting in the Kashah, has not
sean tha film; indeed has not saen the
TR

A lzst point shout the film. Sarrie of
Algeers s probably one of the best films
on wamen i hberston precisely becsume
itis not 2bowut it. The NLF women are
baing used as women only in so far a5 it
can halp them to con the French soldien
Back in the Kashah thay are only thres
militants. Right through the film thers is
no concession to femininity—not evan
the inevitable protective male arm round
the shoulders for the anly woman of the
group who is just about to ba blown up.

by the fests of a few, we will try to make  Meedless to say, the film should be

them wea the film in retrospect
Throughout the film, the camera goas
from thae Kashah to the European sectos
and back again, Mow, this is not merely
to follow the sctions of the few leaders
What the Kasbah epitomises is that very
mass of Algerians whose consciousnass,
of course, is not even, but which is szen

sean by every revalutionary miliant,
gpart from avarything else, its relevanos
to Ireland is fairly striking.

Marie-Therese Yeeal
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SO much for Vietnamisation”

Cateh 22 in

I che Waxan administracion is to maintain
s political power i lode-China it needs ar
beast hall a million men: Bot if Mixon keeps
ball a million men in South-Ease Asia, fighting
awar, che consequent U5, casualvies and the
Financial cast will hasten theintermal deseru
ction of America and will lose Nixan the
Movember 1973 presidentaal election. That's
the Catch-22 in Indo-China.

CWiernamisstion” was to be the way out of
this daubiz hind. Rakse Sulpon's puppet 100ps
CARYN oo o millon men. Beduce the 1.5,
Armted Forces eo & vesidual’ 200,000 min
peoviding ARV wich transpars, suinleg,
vommumications, artillery and ab suppport.
:_'“]HS QI}L:L'I:‘ Prutl:cliun for the 118, enclaves
and atrmobile disisiens far serious BImErgen-
cies. ARV would carry the pround combat
bueden and che Fencagon would run the war
»f machines. A8 Avbasador Bunker put ix.
they would ‘changs the colour of the carpses’.
Total costs of the Amteclcan enmmittiment
woatld be redused becansenf the full in
manpower as the war becamne ‘e pital facensive.'

The Bat tle 'of Highway 9 was 1o be the peak
ol “Wissnamistion™, THis |ﬂ@m1l,' runs from
Cruang Tetom the South Viethamese Coast
just below the Demilizarised Zone, to Khe
Sanh on the Vier-Lao beeder throoph to Sepane
in Southem Laos and on westwards toasards che
Mekong over. Final AUTATIEE e N for the fpir-
acien were made by Geperal Abrams and Latrd
when he wisited Saison during |anuars At the
eod af the moosh the L5, Air Foree bz a
massive airkft of men and maticial fnto Chiang
Tri-wind 'I:hu-t‘z-j:li'rul. {esmal h:a.ﬂq_um‘t?:r.'r AL K'|1|:
Sanh.

The LLE.-Baigon marger wasto fo rge uctass the
20 kilemaerres of thick Jungles and mounciine
separating khe Sank from Sepone in only
4 days. I all Jud gone well the second rarger
was Lo be Bavannakher on che Mo ko o bere the
Thai and Laozian borders meet. The straregic
objectives wers'firse to’ dissopt the toad “1o ihe
front’y che supply Fues renning from North
Yietaam down into Southern Laos, Cambodia
and fnally South Vizrnam: secopdge Capliire
the arms and food depots scattered throuphout
the trail comples; third. to engage and defeat
the units of the Pathet Las and che Barth
Vietnarmese Army in the zrea. Far thess
purposss Washingrem snd Ssigon had browght
togerher 45,000 tobps, 2000 airaraft lincl
pding 800 helicopters). 30ean ks and srmouzed
personnel] gaeviorg and 250 cannon, The Bastle
of Highway 9 was ta bécomethe most violent
single conflict in the whols kiscory of the
Indnchingss wear,

20,000 e Salgon eroops, inchiding the
‘paras’, the Martnes and the Rangers began
the invasion on Februars 8ch, aocompuied
by n-emall number of WS, troops, To the nonth
and aouth ol che ]u'ghwu:.-. ‘fire bases” were st
up |:|:.' ]leh'pc:rn::d tronps. These bazea, ;:||¢;-..j|,|2l with
L. strilee dircrafr, the putehip hidicopters and
the Be52%, wrere 1o provide 2 hail of Flames and
steel tocover che armoured hripgades moving
along Highway 9 20 Sepone,

The Pathet Lac und the Morth Viernamess
allowed che sprarhzad 1o drive deep inco Laos,
When the :.n'.-d.lli.nf. barces were totally cammizoed
the councer-offensive began and the rool T2l
in. Firar che fice-bases wers surroonded,
artillery moved in and a mevdless pounding
stapred with Glkaok. moctacs and racket s
T He wntl-airerafe fire became 5o intense and
was of siich groar accwacy that helicoprer
?El-:‘n[as admiteed toreparters at Khe Sanh
that they were heing knocked off like (Les.

T the Eace of this contlnuomu bireage
and repeated ground asssules ong by one the
bases became tomally untenable and had co b
vvacuated, Many American helicopror pilots
e=fiieed to face the shemy bazookas and
allonwied the yellow men of the Saizon army
D ﬂEﬁl thedr way out om Fone,

The dsffcaliy of the tercain, conszant
harasament by the Libecation forcar and the
ctiielal loss 6f covering ardillery suppoct
slowed dowrn the armoired column, whick
aow was forced to engege in tunk batcles
with an enomy that knew sach tradl intimately

A month alver che operation bepan, the
invading Forces had still nog reached Sepons
and the wizhdrawal was ordeced. The uncover
e Tetrean was g caciiage and Highway 9 righe
back o Khe Sanhiis Betered wich bucned aut

nahicles ahandrnsid smsamaiee cad e 1

~and clie thioe is erucial, for cenewed efforesin

tozces bad been driven out of Laos only ro
hed themselves harassed and ambished ab Khe
Sanh irsell, The batcle of Highway %, the peak
of “Vietnamisatan ', has proved zo be iz nadir,
The new Asmerican stratepy has Gailed its
mest crncial rest, Carch-22 0 Tndo-China
reasaeres itsell, Washington muse now face up
ta che Sailure and will seck o new solution of
a quu.litati\-tl]r dufierent character. e poss
ihility s that the palitical will of che American
Leadiers will have been so weakened thae 2
gennine wichd rawal will begin. THe second
pussibility i that of escalatinn combined
with fake eronp withdrawals, 2 vieal facg to
deceive American public opinton. Escalation
could take the form of  increased Bacreri-
slapical warfare: for example the intteduction
of unitheax or the bubanic plague. lecounld even
take the form of tactical nuclear weapans,
particularly against “the road co the front”,
To coodd take the form of a huild up over the
manths co renewed fill-scale bembing of

Morth Vietnam, inclading che supply lines 1o
Chita and the part of Haiphong,

E beliove we shall socan escalation, and that 7
the most likely form is “bambing the Norch',
It could well be accompanicd by a smoke-
sereen suchas a call for o coral unconditional
cease-fire or an expanded peace conference. e
is now clear thas in che decisive vear that fies
abead, when news straregies are being iotro-
duced and counter-strategies svught for, the
[axin a".!.- of the Indochinese nutside of Asia,
Isthe Wescern antisvar movement, chicfly thar
af the American peopla. The tioe las coooe,

Britain a-g;:iru.t the war and Agdinsr Tirirish
enmplicity in it—cheough agitational-propa
propagands work, vivid small-scale ncoons,
meeeings, angd demonstracions, like thagon
April 24ch in London, Seize the clane!
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