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BRITISH CAPITALISM AND EUROPE

The attempt by British capitalism to enter the
European Economic Community has reached
i news stage. Undoubtedly the recant Inter-
national monetary erisis played a part in
shifting the attitudes of the French in particular
and gaining partizl agresments on some of the
disputed terms. No one shauld be surprisad if
the arginial terms demanded by the British are
substantially modified or abandoned. The
British ruling class is in 8 hurry: as far as it is
concerned entry into the Common Market is &
make or break busingss,

The attitude that the labour movement takes
1o the Common Market is crucial for the
success of the manosuwre. The function of
peaple like Wilson to the bourgesisie is to
deliver the working class at the appropriate
mament ta the bourgeoisie in support of what-
gver policy they decide on. During his term of
office Witson was one of the enthusiastic
supporters of big capital’s Eurapaan ambitions,
His equivocations now do not represant a change
of heart. They simphy reflect the divisinns
within the Labour Party itself, In fact, emtry
into the Common Market is radicsfly opposad to
the immediate material and the elass interests
of the abour movement.

The pro Common market MPs include the
mast power ful right wing members of the
shadow cabinet led by Jenkins, Crosland and
Hualey. They argue that “the caves of social
democracy, warld peace and economic advance
i both the developed and underdeveloped
countries would be strengthened”” by entry.
Their socialist rhetoric however conceals a
palicy which can only lead tn a severs set
back for the labour movement.

A eounterlist of 119 MPs published in
Teibune hung their opposition raund a hoow
af Commons motion which read ...this House
balieves that entry into the European Com-
munity on the terms so far envissged would be
aguinst the interests of the country™, What
their position kecks it & prain of socialing
e epponton. To oppome the Common
Warket solely on “economi st” terms of the
st ol Bving and to talk in terms of the
imtarests of the country rather thao the work-
g class misses the whisle point of the capitalist
ohen's strategy. It plays into the hands of
matisnalist flagwavers and undermines workers
International co-operation both nowe snd in
tha future,

A CAPITALIST SOLUTION TD CAPITALIST
FROBLEMS

The EEC isa capitalist solution to capitalist
poblems. It is & response to an intensification
of the cancentration and centralistion of
Capital under the rapid capitaist EXpansion

since 1945, and the increased level of pene-
tration of US capital in Europe. Today the
costs of imvestment are so huge that they
cannot be fimanced within the confines of the
national state. The anly way that the Europaan
boargeoisies can meet the challange of
American imperialism is by the interpanatration
of capital an 3 European scale. If that process
were 1o be successfully accomplished a super-
national European state would begin 1o take
shape. Howewer, the nationalisms of the varigus
Eurnpean bourgenisies cantinually threaten to
thwart this process . Now that the lang boom
years have ended this threat losms larger still,
The next period will be the test of the
Common Market.

THE BRITISH BOURGEDISIE AND THE
MARKET.

The British bourgeaisie itself does not have 8
COmMman inteérest in going (nto the market,

For many small firms it will undoubtedly mean
liguidation. The competitivamss of the average
sized firm is at present very much in doubt
As has recently been demonstrated the rate of
profit has fallzn from 7.9% in 1968 to 3.2% in
1968, a decrease unparalleled in Europe. For
thess capitalists the attack on the working
class through the reduction of the power of
the trade unions, cuts in social services, wage
freezes ete assumes a paramount impartance,
The Tory Government will be able to maintain
the unity of the bourgesis camp just s lang
a5 it can sustain a successful attack an the
warking cass. If it fails, then the fears of some
sections of the capitalist class conld develop
mito 8 movement of oppasition to the Common
Marhet. The ideological expression nf this
tendency is already to hand in the shape of
Enoch Powell.

The hankruptey of the Labour Left lies in
the fact that they conceal this essential process.
A principled socialist position is always basad
on the independant interests of the working
elass. |n this situation we neither support the
batkward-petty bourgeais who fear entry —

that would he a utopian protest against the
nature of capital itself - nor do we back the
by bourgeoisie in their entry attempts, We
fight to raise the consciousness of the work-
ing clas by advancing positions based on its
independant interests.

The Trade Union Ieadership are duivncating
on the Common Market just as they equivoc-
ated on the trade union legislation, It is not
the ohjective conditions that have been re-
ponsitile for a lack of socialist internationalism
in Europe byt a failure on the part of the
bureaucratically led labour movement to live
up to (15 responsibilities.

It is somotimes argued that entry to the
Common Market by abolishing national
Frontiers will automatically bead to a rise in
the consciousnes of the working class. We
should he aware of this type of argument,
Waorking class conscigusness will only be
raised through independent strugghe. 1f the
only alternative posed against the EEC is
the purely nationalist solution offered by the
labour left national prejudices could be re-
inforced rather than weakened, & struggle to
demaocratise the organized labour movement
in the spirit of socialist internationalism
st in the end be the answet to equipping
the warking class to combat the supernational
COTpOrations

FOR A SDCIALIST ANSWER

The sxtension of the struggle ageinst the
antiworking class policies of the Tory Govern-
ment et an international level is the found -
gtion of a socislist snswer. The reesnt Ford
etrike showed the trend of working class
strupgle against intermational companies
What wee should coll for in the trade unions
is for a generalisation and systematic orgenisation
of international finhs batveeen workers in
different countries battfing against the same
companizs. The co-ardination of wages policy
Afainst international companies is 8 minimum
step to destroy the international wage differen-
tials within the companies. At the same time
we have to demand an international congress
of workers' delegates to work out strategy
far combating the capitalist offensive inter-
nationally.

Above and beyand these tasks there is
the guestion of giving int2rmationalism a real
political expression. Here the building of

revolutionary parties and a revolutionary intar-
mational are crucial tashs, The formation of
this revolutionary vanguard i a priority if

the objective apportunities for overthrawing
Euvropean capitalism which will come preciszaly
45 & result of its attempt to reconstruct a
continental capitalist ecanomy, are not to be
missed. The more clogely the economies of
Eurspe became integrated, the more thess
upsurges in the class stropyle take on an
international character, and the more it will

be necessary to respond successively in BVarY
country to the situation.

The question of British entry into the
Comman Market has been on the agenda of
European capitalism for more then ten years
now. Whatever the urgency with which the
Taory government is trying to pet into the EEC,
it cannot be stressed enough that the British
bourgenisie has approached the question with
great reluctance. Faced with a declining
market for its exports in the ‘Commomveatth®
Eritish imperialism i forced to face itz indus-
trial competitiors in Europe including the
Commaon Market countries, The specific
features of the present stuge of inter-imperialist
competition leave British capital no choiee
but to seek g solution in the EEC if it hopes
to remain as an independent eompetitor in
world capitalism. This is the dilemma of
British imperialism and its outcome is by no
means a foregane conclusion,

Every hesitation and divisian within the
capitalist cliss gan weaken its chance of
success. Since the existence of the EEC national
capitalist rivalries have more than once
threatened tu break up the market. IWhat
stops them from breaking outin a bitter
strupggle is the alternative: a defeat at the
hands af the Enropean working class,

Every obstacle the workers can place in
their way—by defeating the trade wnion
legislation, the attempt to cut back wages,
and the cuts in Bving standard; by throwi
this Tory govermment out of office: by huild-
ing international working class C0-0pératinng
based on a perspective of joint strugple against
Eurapean capital; by giving life to g truly
revelutionary socialist international—is not
only & major step Lowards overthrowing
cipitadism in Britain, but also a step towards
raalising that victory in the Socialist United
States of Europe,

Beny domenh

NO THE COMMUNE IS NO

e w'est guun debod: continuons le combat. *
(This ix only the beginning, keep up the
struggle). That was the message which thundersd
out of France in May 1958, lia confident
rybthm and defiance set the pulse of the cwtire
miemational bourgenide ricing.

Now, jusl three years later that ecy is tnken
up again by 35,000 Ewropean militanis, re-
grouped. arganised determined. The occadan
was the 100tk Anniversnry of the thar first
‘Bepinning”, thar firer taste of workers' power,
The Paris Commune.

The demonstration und the meeting before
it was organised by the militants of ihe Ligue
Communiste [the french section of the Fourth
Internationall and called in conjonction with
Lutte Guvriere. This demonsiration of such
size militancy and discipline come ar 3 moest
apt codlj unclure—in the middle of the Benauld
strike and gecupation. {2ee the article nn
Kennult in this lssue Cor o move detalled ex-
posure of the French CP. and its partial dis
imiegration). It was a visible sign of an accebarai-
iy process o France during the past veonr and a
half —the growrh of che Ligue at the ox pense
of the PCF,

MNearly 3,008 militants poured into Paris
freem the French provinces. Frery bus bad been
stopped ot least ones: by cthe police A thousand
mare from the Ewropean seactions of the
Fourth [nternstionnl swelled the march mnd
gave it o druly intermalicnalist charseter.

The French bourgeoisie afd the French © P,
both did their wtemost oo the one hand o
create difficulties for the organisers, on ths
other to try te discredit the aims wnd re-
volutionry evedentials of the militancs In (be
eves of the muassey,

The French C.P. for imstance had earlier

leatlered every house on the route of the
march sdvisimg the inhabitans io tock and
balt their doors because on Sunday a gang of
hoodlums would poss cher way smashisg
windaows and nssnulting old people.

Instend, the march passed aff withiout
incident, without nne arrest, Dne thowusan:d
“Bervice d'Drdre” (stewards), helmeted nnd
urmed, protecied the rowie of the march
from a threslened fascist commter demonsiation,
possible apent-provocalears, and the police, We
v er Saw ofe policemuon the whole afternoon
(though they were there in thowsands'n
conpls of streeta buck From the route.

As Tor the inhabitante of Belleville; not a
irmce of hostility or fearfulness The Britizh
delegstion could hordly believe their eves,
bt fior the Fromeh tooii was o pleasant
qur price Loosee the countless fisls caised. the
cheers and entlmsiasm ol the inhohitapts of
Bellewille

The mnrch, which took twe hours 1o pass
n piven padnt. waound theouph those sireeis
whete the Communacds made (eir lost stand
nnd down o Le Mur des Federes (the wall of
the Federaks, where the Insl resisters were
stk by the thowmeamd ).

THE ROLE OF LE MONOE,

The bourgecss paper of France, Le Monde,
reported Lthe whole weekend very ex (ensdvely nnd
aobjectively. They eriticiied the PCF for not
differentlating bedween the Ligue and sioilar
oegaisations nnd some erackpal anarchises
wha went on 0 cat-biiming binge in the Latin
CQroarter after belny relused entry to flhe Sa0r-
doy evening's meeting. But most infucaling
for the PCF, Le Monde devoted bt den lines
{“Fust tew! " sereamed L'Homanite the next
day) te report 0 festival of same 10,000

iy =
peaple oppanised by the two newspopers of che
Young Cootemuniss.

But all this was not done becaise Le Monde
loves Trotsk ylats. It crevded the pocfect
oppoctunity for the Stalinizis to padnt Lheir
finpers nnd cry in L' Humanite T he United
Front af Prowyosi-Fauver-Krivine & o class

fromd” [Prowmeost and Fauwvel sre editors of
Lo Fimges and Fe Monde respectively. Ya'vine

e R

is a lesding milivane of D Ligue Comgauwisre )
The amnlgams of the “30% hegin again.

Memicors Prowvost ond Fawver can chuckle

ul the imitind success of Lheir divisive tactles

Nt amid eeic smiles mod the Sislinisd sereame

we will comdinee (o remember: Never rus(

the bourgecdsie; never trust the bureaucracy

either.
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Elmvan yaars sgb we muds the 1.‘.!||E"|'i:'-|]_
anabyzit of the international sconmic fitustion

In the e of declining capitaleem the State n
fored worth @ choior betwesn crisis and inflation
It cannot avoad one without making the other
waorse, Thus the moderating influsnce of the
State ower the ecostormic cyele is prosentad with
an lmserreoun hls obsiacle the capacity of

LY PEbnlncy wbach by defindtan o i
et o Lrme.  The contradacion beteesn The
dofler & B anticychc metrurnent asd the doblar
% & monry Of account on the worbd market has
become insuperable, "’

Events hive not contradicted this analyvss. |t
gxpresses a dilemmea that most bourgeos con-
maniators on the presant monetarny crisis do not
el ssam able to understand,

The Permanent Crisis of the monetary syitem

The international monetary system which was
sat up at Bretton Woods at the and of the second
World War is maw i state of almost permaneni
crigis The first Blows fell on the pound sterlinn
than on the Franch frenewhile the dollar itsalf
ssirrriod out of danger, because of US qold zales,
Thiz tima, haweser, tha dollar itself has besn
dragged into the storm. The “daollar standaed”™
camdemned By Some 853 permancont dealn so
tha richas of capitalist Europe has not even
lagtedd oo vears.

Bourganis experts an this side of the &tlantic
peretend to befigve that the US balencs of poy
ments deficit i at the roat of all the evil, 1F only
the LS would put its howss in order, scervthing
weould ba for the best n the best of all possibie
weorlde What the falwmly naive protagonists ol
this thaory ovarlook is that i 17980 with -
recard military budeet snd a 6% rats of
monetary inflation, 25% of the productiva
apparatus was ldle, They forpat, in other wards
thit the roots of tha evil are not 1o be found in
inflation but in the internasl contradictions of
the caplitalist system.  The absurd scrvival of
private owsnership of the masns of production
and the commodity charsctar ol prodocts
maans that thess products cannot resch “owery
last consumes” wnlgss they are sald and furthar.
more snld at a prica which realizes the average
rmata of profit for their owner.,

This inflation iz in the last snalysis nothing
miors than the result of this permanant ifllness
wohich is rotiing away the Foundaticons of decli-
ning capitatism: tha wider snd widar divergence
Detwesn the productive cepacity of sociaty and
tha buvying powesr of the workars, The
forrmidable pyremid of infletion was erecied
(well befare the Vietnarm war which nsly
acceferated its growthl in order 10 bridge this

-

Karf Bchiller with the Presidant of the Bundesbeng  Kar! Klasen

ploved i the US The EBEuropesn ankers advise
Washington to siop the infiation but where
wiulbd the Europesn capitalin sconomy be i
thete were 12 oo 15 million unempioyed in the
sy

Mo less naive howeser grg those on tha other
gide of the Atlantic who pretend notto undes-
grang gl these domestic upsets They consoie
thermseives by thinkmg that "' just 8 questitn
of speculation.” HesllyT In a socety which is
based pn private property and thus on compe
tition, the richiwhather thoy are businessman,
benkers industrialists or landlords) will get rid
of any monay which systernatically depreciates.
The dalblar is inocrisis not onlby bacause itis
dopreciating bt above all because it is depreci-
ating faster tham any other currenoy | lor & star
the Deutschimark andd the Swiss frans). 115 not
speculation but the unegual rates of inflaticn
which have brought aboat the break-up of the
system of likad exchange rites st ugp at Sretton
W s,

The rmost remark akde aspect of the whaola
affair is that the mualtinational comgpanies, that
s s all the gian! Smerican corporaliong
which hava many firme abroad, are the main
avthard of this recent spaculation. |t is the
American copitalists wwho are speoulating against
the pound just as it was the British capitalists
whe speoulated against the pound five years ago.
Capital quite clearly has anby ana allagianca :to
the maximum profit made in the quickest
pedsikale tima,

They are facling both teamsabees 6nd
their public hecause they she only ane part ol
a reslity which iz based on the insurrmountablie
dilermma ortlined abewe,

Wast Garmany's supramacy will not stay
uneonteated

Toehay the German Fegdieral Hepubslae has an
absolutely preatar guantity of exchange restries
than the LS, The sgrgational rebieth of Wast
Serman imperiafism fo a dommant pasition in
cepitafist Europe, which tha rolp of the Bonn
catrinat during the last monetasy cricis already
damonstrated, s today openly declared, Garman
bankers decided all on their cwin to devalue 1he
deliarthat's the degpar significance of las:
weak s rrisis The Tact that they can play God
gl o~ their tven, tha Fact that they can carry it
thirough:that’s how much things hive changed
in the capitalist world in the Lt six yaars.

But their victary is hardly rosssuring for the
capitaliats beyvond the Rhine. They have Failed
toget thair associstes in Listla Evrope’ fo
azhipvs monetary consslidation, Even the past
Gaullists are saving a.Lttie too latethat it

...... e e e el R i, e -

whera Britain counterbalances West Germany
than a “'Little Europe” under the constant grip
of Franklurt and the Rubr, This i the most
svere orisss the Common Market has knawn.
T plany for monetary and indusirial
imtagretion -which wwas 1o allow the crestion of
# Eurcnean currenay taking owar from sterling
and, wio knows, maybe ako the dollar, &8 an
internations ressnde Surrency-Spems seriously
cormpr o]

Im the maneétery aiarm going on, &t this very
initial staqe reached in European capital inter-
panetration, each monetéry criss starts off

alaEsic reactinonsof scred eqgoism ™ eo
characteristic of regimas of private praperty,
e il cuata again wwhat we wrote, this tima
iry THEE:

“If inflatior, as long as it remalng moderate,
nod incormputiBle with the more or lass normal
functioning of monopaly capitalism  in tha
main irmperialist countries, 10 incrssingly
prowokes 8 srious cnsis in the intermational
manetary systermn throwgh the inflation aof the
international rasanse currencies. Thisis the
stae that bhas now opsned o the history ol
nac-capitakism. The impanalist powears will
search for and apply partial remedieg, sach
raflecting besides the dasive 1o reform the
system itself, particular intarasts at each
specifie stage. Inf lateon il will net ks
halted™

I e Freneh capitallsts whea Bad already
prafitad from tha devaluation of the franc to

DOLLAR IS GETTING WEAKER Ernest Mandel

batter their postion on the market-above all

in Germarey-hope 1o enlarge their outlets yet
again, thanks to the fixing of the perity of tha
franc. This is a shortsighted calculation. The
purlicy af monetary stahibsation desidied by

the Bonn cakvinat-through pressure from the
banks-righ s Lurming sl @ recesaon in Garmny_
&nd a Garman racassion Mesns not an expan-
sion of French esparts But 3 decline,

“THE WORKERS MUST PAY "

The whole stabilizing manoeusremuch more
fragile than in Autumn 68 and B2 has basically
cne aim:to makea the  working class, especially
the American and West German working class
pay far the costs of the stroggle against
inflaticn: But inflation ig the causs and not tha
cansgquenco of wage dermands, although thess
are taken & the privilems=] targets of the
“stahilizars”. Cn this point at leest the Mixan
administretion, and the regimes of Pompidou,
Husath and Professor Schillar are unanimausly
agread: ' The Uniens must moderate their
dermands”

The monetary origis eombined with 8 sericus
shom inig chowvn of pconamic grenvththres maj.::.r
cupdtadist countrias ara in recession nowthe
U5SA, Grest Britain and lraly, and & fourth,
Japan, is drawing clocar], narrowes down the
roam: for manoeuyre of “social conciliators™.
Hence the cpen attack on the right to strike in
Grast Britain. Henee the scarcely veiled threats
at a similar gtrack in the US. In Garmany the
social democratic leaders will go cn the offensive
in the naxt few wasks, in arder tn “bring 1o
reasan’” the trade unionist who is caught
betvearen oo fires: the "maderating” prassure
fram Bonn and “radicelizing™ prassure fram the
baselwildoat and token strikes in Autemn §9
and Hutuinn AO)

It s wsrful to keap in mind that the
Tunctioning of the capitalist economy is not a
simple result of auvtomatic mechanisms. The
class struggle and the revoluticnary strugple
plfect its course. The eritit it not just @ result of
tha axhaustion of ressnas or the growing
Intermal contradictions of the system. 1t also e
flacts tha haradic strugale of the Vietnamess
rmasies which has cost imperialism tens of
thousands of millions of dollars, 1t also reflect
the resolutionary upsurge of May 68 in France,
Italy’s hot autumn, the wildcat strikes in Ger-
many and throughout much of Europs; the
groaving militancy of British workers throughout
1970, it reflects an aconomic and social systam
wihoss very foundations are challenged maore and
more.

The long period of neo eapltalist axpandion and
prosperity is over, Thin cows are replacing fat
ones And if fat cows souldn't stop May 68 thin
cowns will have & faw othar surprises in store for
us. "The worker will pay?™" But the westarn
working class is not preparcd o pay. 1t's not
demigralised. 1t hasn't suffersd big defeats The
decling of the dollar apens the road ro an
increase in the strugoles of the working class,
including the American warking class. Tha
worsaning intarngtional monetary criss iz a
serlous invitation to oppose the intarnational
strupgls of the workers to the international
speculation of capital.
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COATES, VISHINSKY AND RED MOLE

Deesr Cormrade,

On the Bth March 1971 the Red Mole pub-
lished & story, which it had invenled, claiming
thet The Spokesman, of which [ am adilor, was
“reputed to be™ the “martage-broker™ between
“decrepit reformism and senile stalinism™, in the
shape of a "more or less formal merger between
Triberer und the Morming Srar™

I protested that this story was untrue,

Mow, in the zsue of Bth April, the aditor of
the Red Mole, after publishing my chort letter
of protest, far from retracling and apologlsing,
offen o “reply™ seven or more times longer than
my complaint, which repeats the ariginal slan-
den and descends to even deaper lovels al
dishonesty and misrepresentation

The reply it headed *“The Proletarian Revo-
lution and our old friend Coptsky ™ by useof
widch subtle rubric, with characteristic modesty,
the Reod Morle polemicist implies not only that
be sces me as the inhentor of the old German
socal-democral, but also that e & himsel the
suthentic reincarnation of Lenin. Which of
these identifications i= the more amusing may
be left w the reader to decide.

The Mole s editorislist goes on 1o deny that
be ever accused The Spakesmon of being
“engaged in the technicalities™ of a merper
between the Moring Siar and Tribung, bii
“merely implicd” that “the politics™ of The
Spokesman aimel to-produce that effect, Ta
paraphirase very slightly, the arpument runs
“The Spokssmun has never been actually proved
B0 have adminietersd ground-glass 10 the rice-
puddings in the works canteen, but since iis
Poltics are & they are, obfecrively it is guilty of
posdiing the workers™. The List time | was
tried im such 3 way (You're puilty ] of course,
slthough we Know you're Ffar too wicked to aver
furve 2ciually dome anvthing wrong) it was by
the old-guard right-wing oF the Lubour Party,
hesded by Sars Barker. But the style does have
s fode-runness in Bossian hsiory: ot in the
wark of Lenin, but in that of Andrei Vishinsky,
The fiest point that Vishinsky always made was
that his victims, whatever they hod donz or
fatled 1o do, were objeciively very wicked
ke

What is the objective state of the case? | have,
i fact, written several arficles in The Spokes-
muen gnd elsewhers. urging a fight Tor (e formal
ending of all bansand proscriptions in the
Lsbour Party, [ have appealed for the afiliation
of aff tendencies of socialist opinion to that
party. In doing so, T have not only named as
relevant the communist party, butl alio, quite
specifically, the Soctlist Labour League. the
International Socialists, and the Intematianal
Marxists, My appeal has, in short, been for the
right of svery tendency 1o participate, with full
rights, openly and unimpeded, in the affaivs of
the Labour Party. To represent this nppeal as a
eall for a Tubon betwean the communists aad
the Labioar Left is not only crooked but stupid.
Even in the Med Mole remaing totally disinterested
in the raising of the bans and proseriptions, the
existence of the Socalisl Labour Leapue, which
15 greatly more serious in its arganisation and
considerably more numersus in its membership
than i the [M.G., prarantess that at least ons
miajor Trotekyist grouping would benefit Meom
SLCCEss in such a campaign. And this means that
the victory of the campuign | proposed eould net
hmve the effects supgosted in the Red Mok at
all: 1'm sorry, comrade Vishinsky, bul “ohjec-
tively™ things ure otherwise than vou clxm.

Inatend of discussing the politica of this issue,
and the fight to npen up the Tabour Party to s
serious atlempt at socialisc development, the
Fed Mode puts up s smokescrzen of invective
aginsl anvone who secks o raise thess jsees

When it comes to analvsing my ean witings,
this prevaricalion beeomes visible. My formula-
ticns about the meaning of “revelution™, for
instance, combains pothing whatever that could
nol be found in ar leastz dozen key statements
of the Socialist Workers' Party, io the United
States, froan The lime of the ssoond aarld war
onwards. My article in the Lisrenar (published
in fuil in the Facizlizt Leader] sivs nothing that
I ded mot say, just as explicitly, in my eszay in
Towerds Socielism, once praised by many of
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the Mele's contribulors, and now wliowed (o po
aut of print because its editors appear to be
ashamed, not of whal | wrole, but of whal they
wrate thamselver But the Mols guotation from
my article docs me the favour of omitting a fow
lines, which are themselves quite revealing: what
| really wrode in the Listener included the
fullowing words deliberutely left out of the
Muoie's mehagh:

“We have insisted from the beginning that
people cannid be “thcked ™" or monipuluted intoe
exercising greatet dernocracy, but that they
must develop, themsalves, both the individual
| Feonfidence and the collective authorip
which con eneble them ro fesive upon the changes
which are necessury.”

Mod only dods commrads Vishinsky quote
selactively, but he also resorts to 3 famous
device: that of amalgem. In this case, he quotss
a long extract from a lerter by Ken Flzet, who
is a left-wing Cathelic, as if this automaticully
representad my o view. This letter said,
amangst other things, that the majonity of IWC
mnembers were nol merists, No more they ore.
Dioes the Ked Mode really think that all che
hundreds of thowsands of TEOWU membaors
alfilinted to the 'WC are “marxists"™? Would the
Hed Male have the IWEC reject their membership
witeil thay comfommad? In Get, the [WE makes its
o policies without benefit of the help of the
Red Male, and it unites people of many tenden-
cizx, wha ars able to work topether for mitsd
purposes, and to discuss general issues in o
Mrarermal way.

Finally, the Bed Mole scoffs af my ¢laim that
none of the liberal eriteria of democracy would
he invalid if the media were self-manaped in 2
selfmanaping seciety, These criteriz wers
admirably expressed during the English Revalu-
tion by John Milton, in Arecpasiiioa Which of
them, precisaly, i ivalid in 2 soctalist socieny?

Of course, Comeads Vishinsky isn't terribly
keen on democracy anywhers, eave alone o the
press. But hasn't the Red Maole, forall ils
developing narrowness, a wider view than that?
Doesn"t socialism offec wider freedorms than
|_:;|F|1I::,1|'isr|'|':' IT it dosst’r, then yon can connt me
out. More important and more decisive, vou
can count the working clags out, too.

Yours fraternally,

Ken Coatas

REPLY TOHKEN COATES

It is grrod 1o see Ken Coares back on form agarn
—wlny i1 4 that e can find @ clear and forceizil
tfyle dn replving ro the Red Mole which seems
guite to esoape im when e iy replving he
Charles Winrowr, editor af the Evening Stan-
dard it the pages o) the Listener? Hur if the
sbivle of Cowles "arvacks on the Def¥ Fas ¢ clarify
ard force missing from s edtaoks an Hhe
Hight, the mme cannar be sald for the political
confent,

Readers ' memmores of whal we originall)y
vrete abour Ken Cowies may have been ol
b Conies” yebseguend glosras gnd BFerrela-
feang, 5o Rere it izl
Afrar peporiing e rumowred prodwciion Heup
benween the Morning Star o Tribune, we
potited our rhat the wider strafegy way "

[formal application by the CF o affiflals oo

ke Lalour Porey. Mareigge-broker for the
alliance of decrepi! refirmism and senlls
Sralinizm i1 reputad fa be aone other thaw The
Spokesmun rapezine which wie helleve s
soma cosnecian with ¢ Mr. Ken Confexof
Mogsinghgm "

Wiy iz a! tieke frere 15 tie pofiticel fine pur-
snieed by Cempran dn thie THC, fthe Spokesman, ond
f hiz fetters do the bodirgenis press W pre
cerfainly ageiit bans oo proscrprions of the
Leff openated By ohe Labawr Perey and we
Aever crificiied Cowler argeoreen! for fnng
thewn, Mawe that Cogtes iRERTons if, we wasdd
profet gt char the Labour Paroy Rag from i
fnoepiton woughs o exclude revodiboaary
Marxices and the Bursguchels wha fuoee siwa)'s
controlled i are wlikely fo charge THEir mumd'z
ar the Bohost of Cootes and R friends. Owly o

FErO Oy M MCIEIReNT af wrkeny
wartld Fre alele o Bread (iy bureaucrgiic grip,
aricd sl g moveRtent migh! fave morg Wrgear
rasks te cowfrond, Perhaprs (7 05 heesiene fie
kews thal revolutiomaries do ner fast loag i
the Fabour Parcy thar Coates haz e suocessiudly
wought 1o yied Ry resaletiomnory past. Be
s if ey, Coades st axpeet fo be fudged on
iy public statemenis and actions. For some
fiane o fhese iave Dipled that there can be
somie porrllarrentory poad fo socladism—it i of
conirse precisely chis ilfusion wiich wunles the
Labour Left and the Cormmunisr Parip. {F
Cogres does mor balieve in the Parligmerntory
poed, pirer it i5 very curioeus that e does oz
sqy 50 gnece e astures iy e does not believe
that people an "be ‘trioked " or manipuleied
Iite exercising groufer democmcy ', Chie af the
moat devinve dividing lines bebween revolutio-
nary Marcinty amd all varleries of veformist and
rewizionisr in the knowledee that the beetdogrions
af bowrgecis democrcy, heamse ey excluds
the maszey by their very notre and wre smifed-
dhed e b copivallsl gtate apparatuz, canrnol be
dized by the working olass io bring about the
franaifbon fo sockelives. To ermncinate fexelf
an all opprested grovups the workers smuse
clesirry the hotiow democracy of e hour
geoiie and estaklivh o dictalorship of the profe
torrat based on aawers or oo urcils of woerker
and alf other-oppresied and exploited groups,
it whieh the Bourgeols concepiion of politics.
with s sepaeation fom evervdey B aned ey
clivision of cxecufive and degiclative is com-
pletely ravscsnded. OF coirse ravolutiongrics
canmal sl lgnore bourgeois parfiameniary
instircions and whers ey sl dosgnete the
polifteg! consciousness of the mumses they
shnieledd by prepared frwasrk within them ro
expuke them -but they should make it clear
tht thix s precizely what they are dothp.
Cialas " racent proncunderen’s completely
fack dieis clarites thar i wiy we drew: aizeniion
fo thewy Onee the parliamentery mogd o Socia-
Uz has been embraced, i i3 perfectly logical
i rafional to encowrage closer Unks batween
the Labonr Leftand the Communiz: Poriy, end
o promare the batver v effilisrion 1o the Labeour
FPrrpy, Our belicf that thiv iy whar the Spokes-
man and TR are engeeed i derives purely from
a seruiny af whar they sap g do, of whois
fhe tovalee god whom they exelude, af whom
they fatter and whom e more Suecfin
serliny sugEests thar Cogler prefers aztablivhed
Bereguerars end s Rengers-on fo mast mcve-
ments No doult thix & ong of the few poines
on winich Cowrdes will find Rirewelf in agreemient
wirh e Socialiet Lalaur Leggies consider that
bagh withdrewr seppdrd frong e Victagm
Sefidarity Crmpaien ax it develaped fnfoa
srlitgredly o i-imperialise mrays morement of
youth, consider thaf doh ferlehivtioelly repaed
the Ladowr Porvy gy still the exseniial political
expression af the working clas, ok soeoiirgee
fhvestons alour the Tabonr Lefi ard the possibi-
fitiez of @ Lobowr government commitied
sopdalier, madicies. However whan I conres (o the
Commrudad st Pariy and ite rode (v Brivivh vorking
cfosz politios, Coaler ar best murinuss @ few
diteraet pazeprvations whitle the SLE soreams
sectarige gidoe, What i lookine ie borh iy a
privcipled and comradely dehate wich those
e yers of adfwnced workers wihic are PiiTuenced
by the Commtise Partp

{2 cochepr gquessions raised by Coates fuse
zame brief conents.

A Dyoes Coarer really heficvg fur g progduciion
e Bgvween Tribune and the Morning Sear i
coriparalie to adultaring che Hee prekfing in
the works canfeen with ground plass? Sownds fo
uf miore ke sdulterating rice pudding with roe
Prcdalieg,

2Tt ds gt the Red Mobe whe her smalgremated
Ken Pleer with the FWC nar was 1 W0 relipiong
Uleiis wig Wk gerstoveng et rather ex officio

stadements fke the folmeifg:

U The IWC) Influence vo fir ab 0 et
expresses (itelf theough the catalihed orgmiis
giary af the Lafowr Movemeane, Tt ix the funciior
of these bodiss fo carry workers control o
gffectand the fstitute furs o wish f s

these funetions '

Cheite simply shivisa hewraval of the groar
Poencial of the workers coniraf marement oy
g fircus for the devalopraeny af & rgss mave-
meertd o The s peditans workers rather than
g paper coalinion of esrebilthed organiaiions
o the Lebowr moverens " thet £ s o
Devame,

I One Kberat principie thar any sociafize Faso-
Tutiean woidd Rave f0 vlalate fs that af the
smciiny of private properiy—if Coatas doadss
the centraliry of thiz dme b closvieal Bberal
politieal philosephy he should st By ool
ing C & -MocPherson s “The Politioel Theory
of Posvescive fndividhiaiism ™' or even resd womme
Sy Loalka

4 The Red Mol editor who eantalburad fo
Towards Socialism gavres wy thee far from
Deing auaeed of RS estap 0 that vl hie
It plenring to republisi I withowr substeriiva
alrergiiang

A fs there no trace of the araimam teckalgus -
i Craras "reraarks on e supposed iaram
af "Comrade Vishingo! ™7 Rowld, for gepmple,
Commede Fishingky fave publiched Cogtas”
lefrars!

&, Far from Capnon agresing with Cogles’
Foard g atitide o the Labour Party here is
wiliar e weore el i i Fob 1048 g hiy
reporlon Blecrimm Policy to the National
Crmetee of e SR

“But then the queation s raised - the foicd
that the question is ramed shows some confu-
siom an the question of the Labir Par
comrades ask: “Well. what is the British Labed
Party?™ T o jusdgs it by composition alenz, wo
must say it is 8 workera’ paroy” for in s
squarely hased on the trade union movement
of Gread Brituin. But this dedgnation “warkers’
party’ must be put in quotacion ks as soon
A% we examme Lhe prosram and practice of the
purty. T be sure. the farmal progmm and the
holiday speeches of the leaders mutter some-
thing abroul socialism, et in pracocs the Brinsh
Labvor Party 15 the goveming party ot British
Imperialism. It is the strongesr pillar upholding
this edifize. Thal makes it o bourpeois party in
the cesence of the matter, doesa 'l (17 And sines
1914, buven't we always congidersd the Social
Democratle Partes of Furope as bourpeots
partiess |

O feeedamen ol attituds towards such
partizs is the zame a5 our aftitedes towards a
bourgeois party of the classical tvpe . - . that is
an atricide of irreconcilable oppositicn. Bur the
compasition af such parties give them o cortain
distinelive character which enables, and even
requires. us o make 2 differanl fecriosd approach
o thern, If chey are composed of worlas and
ewen mcre, i they are tased on the trade unions
and subject to their control, we affer o make 5
uriced frons with them for a conceebe strorsle
against the vapitalist, with the aim of promn.
ing our program of: ‘clags againat cluss”, We try
to passh thern into class actions agoinst the
bourgeoisie. But we donol paint chent a3
genuine organs of the sarking elass in the poli-
tical senge. That would be u preat miszake . ..
[amphasis in original]

Az thiv exchange is clparly overpilfing rhe
ixarerpaclence colinns of the Mole ond sy
rawe e cloged i ffese prages, we would bie
R o pnEape Coages in g pubdic disonssion
ol fhe polifical saves favolved or continue 5
weritfen debare (n the pares of e over

“hraad i " Spokesman,



























