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OBITUARY

GEORG LUKACS :fate of the unattached intellectual

The death of Reorge Lukacs breaks one more link with the
Europe that existed at the time of the Russian Revolution.
Liks Amadeo Bordiga, who also died recently, Lukacs

i a living representative of the disputes which, in itz
revnlutionary period, took place in the Third lirternptional,
However, unlike Bordiga,, we cannot simply say of Lukaes
that despite wrang theories, he nevertheless remained
abanlutely faithful to the proletsrian revelution. We are
regretfully forced to conclude that, no matter what his
subjective intentions may have been, Lubkacs became, by
1935 at any rate, un upponent of the warking class ravolo-
tignary movement. He became & dazzling theoretical
appendage of Stalinism, But in exactly the same way that
Lenin always maintained that much was to be learned from
Plekhanov, despite his counter-revolutionary palitical
positions, so we must eritically examine Lukae’s wark to
sae if anything is tn he taken from it

Histary and Class Cansciousness

*arxism did not spring fully formad out of nowhere.
Neather did Marx develop his ideas in a vacuum. On the
contrary the formation of Marx's ideas would have bean
inconceivab’e without the backgroond of the econamics af
Ricardo, the philesophy of Hegel, the idess of Dwen and
the Utopian socialists etc. Nevertheless, Marx did not st
take these ideas and fit them tngether in some sort of BAEY
synthesis. On the cantrary, it was anly by restructuring
thess theories tatally, adding new discoveries of hig owa
and refuting elements in previous theories that Mar was
gble Lo produce a logieally internally consistent and
coherent theory, which broke radically with all previous
socialist theories. At various times other Marxists have
engaged in the same sort of activity. Lenin for example
recast entirely, but utilised many of the ideas of bourpeois
thearies of lmperialism such as those of Hobson snd
Hilferding. However no-one has ever tried to incorporate
inte Mantism so many bourgenis insights as Lukacs In
fact in one sense we can see his entire life’s work as an
attempt to combine Marxism and some of the ideologies
and accomplishments of the bourgeoisie. It is this azpoet
of Lukacs which of course mada him, or at least some of his
writings, the idol of those, like Lucien Goldman, who
wish to strip Marxism of ite groletarian revolutionary
contants and turn it into a shallow theory of Humanism.
Mowwvw Lukacs cannot bo enticely blamed for the sins

of b “Tollowen . If a1 times Lukacs succeeds in restruct:
wring Maruism 3o a5 to make it acceptable to the petty-
Bourgeoisie- and this is particularly the case in books such
m “The Historical Novel”, and “The Meaning of Contemp
wrry Aealism”--nevertheless in other sreas and at othe:
times Lukacs succeeds in enriching Marxism by his
restructuring of hourgesis insights.

The bourgenis theories wath which Lulkacs was hattling
with when he wrote the famous collection of essays which
became History and Cless Covsoioumness were those of
Hugel and Sorel. From Hegel, Lukscs took the concapt of
“totelity” which he counterposed to the eeonomic deter-
minism of Keutsky, Bernstein, Alder and the other
theorists of Social Democracy. In doing this it would
ppear that Lukacs was only following in the footsteps of
Plakhanov who, in his essay “On the Sixtieth Asiniversary
of the death of Hegel”, had himself counterposed the
concept of totality w that of Rconomic determinizm.
However the ressmblance to Pleichanov, or even to the
Lenin of the early writings on economics, which slso deal
with the guestion of the relation of the seonomic and the
totality, iz only superficial. When Plekanoy and Lenin, in
their sarly works, used the concept of totality they were
emphasising that in Marzism the political, the sconomic,
the social etc, are merely diftering types of abstraction and
ora not separdte leeels of analyede For Lukoes however
“totality’ refers nat to the total of all asprects af “reality™,

but to @ particular way of structring that reality so that it
can never constitute snything bart a totality, This method
of logical structuring is what Lukacs ckfied 53 Marxism.
This is made clear in perhaps his most famous sin olp
prasae his definition of Marxizm in History and Class
Consciousness. He wrote that: "It is not the primacy of
peonomic motives in historical explanation that con-
stitutes the decisive difference between Marxism and
bourgeais thought, hut the point of view of totality,

The category of totality, the all pesvasive supremacy of
the whole over the parts is the essence of the methad
which Marx took over from Hegel and transformed into
the foundations of 3 wholly new science.”

The analysis which bed Lukacs to this conclusion

reprasents perhaps the most sgnificant question asked

in Marxism, outside the writings of Lenin and Trotsk ¥.
What Lukacs in effect did was to ask: How does the
logical structure of @ probetarian conception of reality
differ fram that of the bourgesisie? We may well nat
agree with the answer that Lukacs gave but then in
Marxism, as in eny other science, it is frequently not
thase wha give the right anawer wha are the most import-
ant, but rather those who think of the right questions.
Lukes, by showing thet such a guestion existed settled
at least two paints which had previously bedevilled
Marxism. On the one hand he shawed thet the differences
with Alder, Kautsky etc. were questions of method and
not of “fact” or interpretation. and inso duing he raised
tha whole polemic against reformism to a qualitatively
maore profound level, On the other hand Lukacs sobved the
problem of the relation of Marxist and bourpeois theary.
Befare History and Class Consciousniess thers had

been a tendency 1o fall into one of twa traps. Either the
difference between Marxism and scademic theories was held
tu ba in the conclusions they reached, which reduced the
ditference hetween the two to a pure question of “fact”, with
Marxism bound to lese, as the bourgeois concept of fact
was seoepted in the inftial pramises, or there was s tendency
to assimilate Marxism to bourgaois theory in tho s aress
which Marx himsadf had never dealt with. Thiz latter
tendency is particofarly markad in the case of Hilterding.
Becouse bourgenis research was making remarkable strides
in miiny subjects it was beligved by the Social Democrats
that these results could simply be incorporated as they
stood into Marxism, Hiwever beeause these bourgenis
theories logically followed fram theoriss which dealt with
areas Marx had touched on, & eantradietion grew up betwern
the parts of bourgeois theory accepted by the Social
Democrats and those parts which conflicted with Marxism,
Faced with this problem the Social Democrats sither
retreated into dogmatism, ahandnned themeslves to
electicism, or renounced Marxism altogether. Lukacs

safved the problem once and for all by showing that the
incompatabifity of Marxism and bourgeois theary lay

not at the level of data but ot the level of logical structure.
Even i his conception of the natute of the difference in-
vulved is incorrect, the way Lukacs posed the question was
preciselyeomect and estabilishes his cloim to be noted
gmong major Marxist theories,

"“Leanin™ and later works,

After History and Class Consciousness —which was 6t the
time rondemned by the Comintern and which Lukacs
himsalf later renounced —Lukacs never wrote anything

of aqual intellectual power. His book on Lenin is th ought
provoking, and its concept of “The Actuality of the
Revolution™ is & key one, but unfartunatly the hook is
marred by baing hased on 2 series of statements which are
straightforwand fies—such a3 for example that Lenin was
initially alone in opposing the First World War fram a
revolutionary defeatist position.

Unfortunatly from the bt 1920 omaards L ukacs
weritings also become tinged with anather theme which
was to lead to en intellectual decay and compromise with
Stalin the bourgenisie. This was the theory of phenomenal
23 ppposed to structural realism in art which is made most
gxplicit in “The Historical Novel”. This theory was uead
in attempt to how the products of high bourgeois art and
the art of Stalinist Aussia, with its “Socialist Realism™,
thranodies to departed tractors, the struggle for production
an @ coflective farm ete, could be combined. Through the
development nf thes: type of idess lkacs must be held
respansible far giving an ideological backing te much of
the staleness a~ harreness of Marxist srtistic criticism,
despite the fact that his own particular studies are
interesting and i an episodic way brilliant.

Lidcaes” o assessrvit of his role Lndier Stalinism and
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From 1824 onwards Lukacs came to support the Stalin
faction inside the Russan Communist Party, Ha did this
on the worst possible basis by aceepting the totally
ridiculous theory thet it was possible to excosd the
standard of living provided by the entire capitalist sconomies
simply on the besis of the economic resources of the Saviet
Urion. Thils was the notorious theary of “Socialism in

One Country™. From then on, with a remorssless Ingic,
Luk==zg' theories and idess degenerated.

L uhaes failures at &' theoretical level were compounded
by what can only be described as political cowardice, For
example he notes of an inner party struggle thatalthough
he firmly believed he was corract, “When | heard from a
reliakle source that Bela Kum was planning to expel me
from the Party as a “Liguidator’, | gave up the strupgle, as
I was weell svwvare of Kun's prestige in the International, and
I pubdished a “SeH-eriticism”.” This was to be the first of
miny such “confasions” which at various times fod
Lukacs' o dennonce any number of his warks. L ukacs was
of conrse far too intelligent o aceept all the grosser
aspects of Stalinism but all he was prepared to do about
it was to keep up an irregular sniping fire at some of it
aspects in the sesthetic field, To those wha ealogise Lukecs
and his illc we can unhesitatingly say that the struggle of -
even the most obscure Left O ppositionist agaisst Stadinism
contributed infinitly more mfﬁﬁuﬁ:ﬁf thi proletarian
revolution than did the entire output of Lukecs in this
period. It is easy to become a communist, as Lulkacs did,
at a time when the enthusiasm for the Russian Revolution
was sweeping the world. What is infinitly more difficult is
to remain a eommunist in a period of 20 years of defeat,
and by that criteria Lukacs, for all his brilliance, failed
miserably. This faflure extended even to his short re-
entry into politics in 1956, Here he zidad not with the
workers councils and fighting proletariat of Budapest,
but with the reformist Stalinist government of Nagy

which would have been swept away with the Bussian tanks
if only the Hungarian waorkers had been victorious.

Marx ance remarked that some peaple believe that an
intellectual can soar above sl classss. In sp doing, he
noted, they only reveal that they are the petty-bourgeose
tossed helpiessly back and forth between the working

class and the hourgesisie. This statement could be appliad
not only to Lukacs himsalf but also to those whn will =
nndoubtedly use the ocamion of his death to try to glmify
hiz undowhted intellectisal achievements while ignoring

his politicalactivities. We should ignore neither and in-
stead try to do what Lukacs himself wag an advocate of—
namely to try to restructure his own {bourgenis) ideas 5o
as to enrich Marxism. The only difference is that revalu-
tionaries must understand that this eannot be dope as
Lukacs tried to do it—-in oppodtion to the interests of the
workingclass and in abstraction from revaluBionary practice,
Alar Jores.
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ICI’s UNORGANISED
WORKERS

The indications e that, for the present, 1C1'
43 000 vnorganised so-called whita-collar
workers are golng to remain without trade
union collective bargaining rights. Under pres-
sured from both staff workers 2nd interested
urdons, notebiy Clive Janking' Azsociztion of
Selentitie, Technical and Managerial Staffs
IASTME)—which zlready claims a 12% member-
ship acrdss 1C1—some months ago 1G] com-
misgioned the Tavistock fnstiture of Humen
Aelations to an attitucde survey™ af its staff
woarkers. Tha main point of interast cantred
around the guastion of whether ar not they
wanied trade union bargaining rights 1o be
recognised by the firm. ICE i the East major
firm 1o hald out on giving recognition to the
non-manual unions.

The results of the guastionneire, distributed
in February, were published recently (May 4th)
and show & considerable entipathy to trads
urrlans, which in the ssction of the survey sec
aside for general comments, ware viriously
retarred 1o and criticised far “militeney ™,
“palticsl s and “axtremist action”. In fact,
oversll baraly ane-third [34%) of the 1 steff
warrg in favour of joining a union, and over &
half (BA%) were definiely against this |nstead.
SLpport Weas given 0 propossks for s1af! com
mitiees | M0%], which alresdy ouist and are not
intended to be involved in bargainkng, smd 2
staf! ssaociation (4950, which would have
CBFtEen [T Eubrgasreeg Faghita basl woark! tee
B DTy OF g O

Thrse resslty, howesss, wers oonTrat o
N pnother wction of the gueshonnare shery i1
win found that thars was siTDng support—by

haif the staff—for some sort of organiston
wehich could Bargaln with the company. Thers

is clagrly some muddied thinking hare o the
part of the 1C1 staff as to just what an “irnproved
systemn’ of staff commitiaes or even a statl
association would mean.

& compisrisan with the bargaining situation
at the Guardian Roval Exchange Insurance
Growp is usaful at this point, for there tha
campany has bean oppoang the staff wening
the company-run staff essociation into a part of
ASTMS, which would of courss braak tha
company’s hold over it, an the growunds that
“many mambars of tha staff had not wished to
b collectively represented i the past” [Fiman-
cial Tirmas, January 3, 187 1), Mare likely to be
worrying the Guardian is the fact that membiers
of the Prudential and Narvich Undan | ssarencs
Company hava geined themeslves wage risas of
26% and 10% respectively since they started
heing reprisentad by ASTME O the ather
hand, ICI hava announcad that thara will be no
paneral incraase for staft waorkers at all in 18771

The entagonism axpresed towards the
unions in the I1C-Twistock surwey suggests that
the pressand TW's eurrent witch-hunting of
tracke unionists fighting the Tories’ |ndustrial
Melations Bill ard striking to improse their
living standards is having "“beneficial side-
gffects” for the 1G] menagemant, which ook
s il thay are gobng to retain, 8t beast for the
tirma being, their ability to unilaterally Imposs
wage levely and working conditiom virtuadly
withowt restramt. |1 m certainly the cass thet
the “Clobde thes mdustrial wreckers ™ hys-
teris of the medis in the present pariod i help-

ing to werd off the developing trade wnion
conSCinuEss among wide sactions of "white-
collar workers—limncluding thase of 1T,
However, @ mora significant paint 1o arise
frovm the questionnaire is that there &re some
sections of staff where support tor the trade
uniong is much more widesoreed, The term
“etaff" &g it applies a1 IC| refers to a range of
amployees from technicians and supandsors to
serpntists and even top managars thermselves, So
it ks not surprising to find that, sy, technicians
and-supervisary staff tend to be genarally very
much more well-disposed towards the wunions:
It 1C1 % stalf are to win their right to ba rep-
resanted in regotiations by a wrads union, and
this' becomes even more important now itis
known that considerable redundancy is planned
for staff workers with the forthcoming “rationa
ligation end receganisation’™, then it ia from
amaongst the technicians and works superyisors
espacially that sy inithatives are likaly o come,
This wlll necessitate more then just “bringing
pressurd o bear - upon tha company for unicn
recognition; (f 18 highly fesowrable 1o 1C] thava

large section af (s emaloyess remain unofganised,

and that 8 struggle will heve 10 be waged 1o
foree 101 to capitulate and recognise union
rights. Action committess aof staff workers com.
miitted to getting 151 fully unionised should be
tormesd, and lnks with other sections of 1C0
workers who are crganised shoubkd be sounht, in
arder 1o sffectively conduct an Intensiva cam-
paign of propaganda in favour of trade union
sctivity in the offices, laboratories and plants.

fed Mole Reporters

KENT WOMEN WORKERS

A recently concluded strike of 60 women
workers ol Reinforced Shittlecocks Lid. (Sand-
wich| ilustrates 8 phenomencn which, although
ol exclusve fo E. Kent, iz typical of the aren.
This is the problem of a non-uniondsed nhour
force {mnd the generin] kevel of conscousness
wivich this implies), Industry in E. Kent, apart
Trom the Medway sreaand the coalfields, is
typically sitimied in small Bbouwr-intensive
factories. For 3 whole variety of rensens, includ-
ing the agricultural history of the area and the
conseruent lack of 3 trade union tradition: the
contimmng impoertancs of this tvpe of work,
albedt seasonal, which leads to a situation of
underemployment; the lree number of wiomen
in the labaur force, especially pare-time: for all
these ressons, many of these factorics are non-
umionized. Thos we e 3 srike a1 this factory
continuing for eight full weelks, not directly for
wages bt for undon recognition.

It is nol difficult to fnd the onderlying
reason for such o bong fight over this question,
Thie wage rates at this firm are abysmathy low,
The basic rate of pay is between 15p and 20p
an hour, with the majority of women receiving
anly 15p. A honos scheme operutes, bul on on
extremely low level. Thus after one month’s
training period, the basic wage oreps from £3
o £6 and the bonus scherwe coines into opera-
tion, sweh thot & typical Gikehome poy for a
dd-hovar week for somenne who had been at
the firm for 12 years wos £9.50 poaw. OF conrse,
wouiig girls receive minch les than thiz The
manasement ftsell is guite embarcised by this
lovwr Jevel of pay, = much so that in its efforts
o recrulf blacklep Ebour, it had ro quote take-

hrivma reaa ot F1F € tha scana of @ cenorcione

Incidentally, the major result of thiz proparanda
was 1o muke the women wwnre of expcrtly whos
dde the local press was on and the natose of it
“objective” reporiing. { Only nine blnck legs
were recrulted o replace the o) women on
strike, and some of these beft after the first dav.

Mot only is there bod pay, bowever, bt (he
factory i3 in such a had state of repair that one
wonld be forsiven for assumdng, from 115 nppenr-
ance, thist it was o disused Tarmboose (as we did).
The roof in ene of the rooms lealks and, come
rain, the room s Mloaded ow—and his with
clectrically -run machinery abowt, In fuct, thers
iz a general lack of mfcty standards, with aees-
dents going unreperted and wheve , until the
women siaried orpanising, (be Grst-aid fcilities
amounted to s wosden firsr-add box.

Cirven all this, it is rother surprising that any
of the womren stay there. Most other factorees
in the area do have better conditions and rates
of puy. And s apart from the factor of mis-
guided loynhty which some of the women feel
and the clee ties which the women lave
forged with cach ather aver the vears, the main
renson for their staving sppears o be the
extremely (by capitalist standards) lax disci-
pline, Asony working woman with vounz
children knows it is very smpocting (o be obie
to amive an heur or two te or have the odd
dav off wilen the children's welfare demands it
—nirt that other people wouldn 't appreciate
such o regime,

Even so, the women have every reason to
wimi a frade umion -and the management o
tear one, even in this case, when such a back-
ward umion as the GMWL is invalved. What the

wwnlit ol dlaa fiews e i AFRAnlF fn seesrtain e

beins quoied in any accessible place. I ane
takes into aceount that this iz a subsdisry of oo
American Tirm which s a workd-wide
muonopely on this type of (feathensd § shuttle-
cock, that it s thos alile to vaise its prices at
will o= it did recently. and that it aveidz SET
by being an exporting fieoe, ome i imagine
what these profits must be, It is not difficult
io understand their bicter oppoaition to the
very notion of a trade union, So when the unian
approsched the manapement after 507 of the
women had joined it it recedved no oneertain
rebulf and the management remained adamant
even alter o recommendation frem the DEP.
El'entll&“j-', with 83 mmembeers ool of a worlk-
foree of 120 fwhich included 15 men and
bays}, the manngement siched the organiser,
a sepervisor, Tor recruiting during working
hours, The muorning wlter, 60 women cime out
for the two demands of reinstatement and
union recomition and stuck it out For eizhi
weeks, no douht helped by the striloe pay,
which ut £6 plus £1 frem collections was for
many of Chem little less thun their wages

The present situation s, however, Ot T
goodl, The women have apreed o go back
alter 3 management offer to npen negotiations
with the unisn and to come to a decision
within one month; the question of the scked
atpervisot 15 alsp left in abeyance, We can
expect that the manngement will attempt an
idendogical offensive over the next maonth
o the gquestion of trode unions, but it is

unbikely tlat after eight weeks of strugole the l

imanagement will be suceessful in this,
L H Cives

The Decline of
Upper Clyde Ship-builders Ltd.

Ormirows signs ere filtering through fram the
bourgeods press giving the impressian thar
drrgrifrer saction of Scoftsh supboiiding fe
ahout to crumbiie, According to the “Financial
Times™ of May 13th 1977, “vhe groups cash
flow difffeulties—agaravated by & five-month
hilihip of cradit guarentess white negotiations
took place with the Department of Tracke and
tichiestry fate in 1570 snd earfior this vear—hsd
not pet been rasofed™, “Further fo this
nformation, LG5 and especiaily the dohn
Srawnt shiprard at Clydebant are about to be
claimed By Cungrd for £2 milfion due te thelr
affeped late defivery of the LE.2
1t f5 corlainly True that Sohn Brown ship-
yared U5 Je @ Bad way. Apart from the ampl-
cal data wiich shows its financis! plight. one
Wikl oy have te faok et the perd fself fo
zea that if cowld naver camp ele with the
dapanese or avert Western European yards,
This fact is the mast imporfant point, for the
claim By Cuvtard 5 ona which 05 will miset
weith:-
T} Currardd aftered the fnternal desipn of the
QEZ, 2) UCE did not design the furbines
for rhe ship; in fact the part of the furbines
which caused the defay in putting the shin
i servioe, the turhing blades, were not pro-
duces by the twrbine manufacturers The
company which oid produce the furbine biades
5 now ol of gxistence
It follows that Cunard wouwld have a her
frmg pinming the bivme on LEE Howsver,
a5 ssid previous'y, this factor i3 not the moss
sriportant (T s reporied that the Joln Brows
yerd i the most out-of-date yand in the prows
o has the lowest leved of productivity. e
order o make the financially wable the
Hkely action which ULCE will take seema o
ba the transfer of workers from Clypcebant
and Scotstown fo e more modern Govan arid
Linthouss pands
J000 weorker will have 1o be moved in Pis
mracess, and the emplopers sesm o thirnk
thar becaust no redundencies should taks plecs
the workers will not be concerned. Mowrer,
the workers witl not be too pleased whan
they are tald that & doubis-shift spstom will
b /mposed then. Since 40% of the manus!
warkers are in the Boilermakers Union and
tivEs body have resisted such moves fn shife
working previously, 7 fs gulie clear thar some
surt af strugple & golmg to arupt very Soon n
e Chedebank area.
The yard &t Chvdebank has gat into
trainlile bascaily hecause of the lack of re-
Mnyestrmant since the Seeond Worid War To
modermdze the yard suitally woidd cost £5
riifffon, Fth the peneral position of British
shipbuwiioing being m disastroos sfare’ the
edldles Report shows & stesdy decling in the
LK, share of world tonmage fram 43% In
TOE o to-claps B8%, there will b no
grnmaife shrawn e ere guek © dohn
o,
Firh the rate of unermployement in the
toren of Clydebank ar 10% amongst the malg
populace and, with hundreds of workers
ercler plased redundanicies ot the giant
Singer's factory i the past fwo pears with

more fo comes, the warking class i this aree
are very angry. Vol for natfing oo the
peonia i s area alwaps return Labaur and

i certan wards the Comrnorn’st Party
candidates are returmed Fathfully, afthoweh
thay are elected an very petty and parochial

iERves 5o To 8 certa extent the fradition of

“Aed. Clpclesiche” fngars an.
Irt fhe oresent confes the possibilities for

mobifiging the Labour WHovereant fn Chedebank
S fremenoous Tt has been reckoned shae i
anedeguste fumber of arders sre not raceiied
by Seotember of this vear, the closedawn of
Johiy Broveer s will take plece. There are
abrelutely o posslhilitles of alterms tive
amglopment it the ares. The farmation of
action commitiass in the fown wivch could
meet the profiems confronting the worters

i the Bvpbuilding industry together with the
qeeston of tnermplfoyment are an absoiute
RECEEH T

John Anderan,



- , i i

LETTERS

T

— g —

ON IRELAND

Dear Comendes.

As a member of on? of the 2 republican organisations
Hayner Lyvsapht alleges bo be “least affected by Sealindsm™
{Clann na h Elreann ). I am writing to reply to his letter in
the Mok I_"dl;t.Fl1 "u'II:Il.E:I.

Comrade Lipsaght's agrues that the split in the Republican
mivemnent (which el been maEto ring sinoe the t‘n:lﬂ-':i:l{'t'!i},
received a vinlent jolt in Auwg. ‘89, with the “ailure (o
defend the ghettops™ controversy, leading to the Provisional
secession of Dee, 1969 TO Jan, Thus the aplit came before
the “outstanding defects of the Stalinite method: the
pescelul road tosoclaliam in N Ireland and the 2 stage
theory had been exposed, Asa result polarization of
members of the IRA ond Sinn Fein to “officiak™ or
“Provizionals " was on the basis of allegiance to either
purist physical foree natlonalists or Stalinist social reformist.

Lwsapht then poses the question can the of felal
evolutlon to the right be averied?

Angwer: “It i3 possible that It could tom leftwards
aguin, bat this is doubiful.™

If this iz correct then the future for the “left” in
Ireland in the 19705 is very bleak. However [ belleve that
the evidencs, produced to support this theory, is bath
cursory and selective and Lhe argument |5 marmed by
statements which are either inaccurate or overstated,

Twa pxampbes:-

1) He states, “today Gardiner Place's influence in
Slreland s limited Lo Ewo areas of Belfase."™ On the
sontmry, within Belast the officinls possess approxi
matly equal organisational strength o the Provisionals
{Ehough they lack the latters steady flow of Free State
based money |, while in the rest of the & Co.s the officinls
wre moch stronger than the Provislonals.

Statements suck as the above con only weaken Lysapht's
eredibility with Left Republcans

23 In his anxiety to attribute the Injection of Che
stnlinist virus into the officiels to King 5t. Lysanht declares:
“Fiesgves wia nol sweoesful in achieving his dms; bul was
suecemful in Imposing - the polbicies that be thought showld
we blove these alms. The soclallsts were forced out—and

were nob asked Lo relurn by Giresves, Inoa few lnes Greaves
b tmmsformed by implication from o partially successful
pulicy advisor to "“hatclet man-in-chief” of the “Stalinks™

L =]

T, wd=mitiadiy, afe mino® points, They do howaever
il support 1o Lysaghts theory and are very much in
e with the interpretotion of the present situation of the
Cifficials provided by the “news" as reporied by the
Flansa Fall Coogan “Trish Pross"

Ha guotes the Ground Hents ind Fisheries Campaigns,
= evidence of the process of stalinisation within the Official
Isadership's development of strategy. The following
pessape is the nearesi e comes Lo pctunlly defining whal.
this process ks, “'the conscious limiting of socialist per-
spectives being imposed by Vhe leadurship," This 2
imadequate, both in it= applicaticn to the policies of the
D flclal leademhip, and a8 2 means of identifying the
individual Stolinists within the leadership, Nor, 1 balleye,
5 I edegoate for the nailing of these activities as "petit
bourpeois”, (ser bebow).

The “'afficial” leadership is not homogenous ond the
matlvatlon af its members for adopting the same Ones of
action is not idencicel, This is not to deny that some of
the members of the Slen Feln Ard Combaribe and Army
Council may be “Stalinists'’. I is to denv that their
presence utomatieally mims the Republicen movement
or its leadership into Lheir vehicle, To judpge from Comrsde
Lysaght's letter rnyone would think thet the leadership of
the mowment conasisbed of 5 Dublin based Republicans 4
of whom ere *“Stalinists™.

He sugpests that the telt-wing speeches of people ke
Goubding are primarily verbal genuflections belfore the

dmply, of the lack of knowledge and experience of
working clas strupgle many of those in the leadership
of the movement. possess, Vel Garlands lack of exparisn~»
covbd bardly b attdbuted to higpetit-bourgeals’™ back:
ground!

Lysaghts disparaging remarks aboul the “Feh-ins" and
Ground Henot stribes are glgnificant | more for what they
revela about his attitude towards Republicans and certaln
aspects af the anth-Imperialist straggle, then for what they
implicity stute, He sees Lhe drift Into both thess agitations
a5 & sign “that the Stalinites myth of the ‘two stage theory’
vneonraged such people as Costello, Gill, Goulding and
¥Toole to pecepl the limilations of thelr petit-Boungends
outlook.” This is followed by sneering remarks about. the
Republican educstional policy being an example of the
“blind ieading tho blind etc”.

Mavhe [ too am & bit thick and “petit bourpeois™
bul hoth thess campalpns appear to me important, one
of them vital, Lo the seruggle against British Tmperiallkm.
Mo one in the Republican mosement would claim Lhal the
Crround Fenls issue is going to provide the “Hftoff™ to
reverhition, But this does not render it irvelevant. The “petit-
bourgeoisie” are not the only grovp who poy ground renots

Through rates and taxes in fact the whole population
subscribes to this feudal levy. IL is worth remembering

that the Hepublican policy ar “round Hents is not one

of simple abolition. It is for thelr replacement by a sale
lzvy. The state io repluce the landiords &= sobs proprietor
of all land. Thus Republicans have raised the demand Tor
public swnership of &ll tnd and exposed the government’s
rode m aides and abbatiors of the oldest surviving cligue

of Irelands exploiters,

BEul his dismissal of the N.W.R.L. as “petit-bourgeniz" iz
much more sefious. The reconguest of fishing rights by
rural Irelund is vitl to its continwed existence. It would
be interesting to know hig attitude co the Land Leagoers,
Gaeleacht Civil Rights, and other “petit-bourgeais™ rural
movements Rural polities rermaln of vical lmporianoe Por
the republican movement because the survival of the Trigh
nakicen veyr much depends on the survival of rural Treland,

Certainly the survlval of the Gaellacht is essantial For Lhe
survival ol the [rish lanpuape, and any revival of the
language would almost certainly be doomed withowt s
Gaeliachit base. Without the Bnguage the survival of the
Irish nation, a5 such, would be very doubtfol. At the
same time agitation on behalf of the Gaclacht involaes the
raising of sockal and economic issues that undereut in a
vory basie woy the claims of the constitutional parties, to
be either “national’’ or “republican ',

Then i5 nothing wrong with the implementation of
these policiez by republicans. What B weong la theic
failure to evolve a simiblardy cobement poliey Tor the
urhan working-class,

Mo effective nationally based Republlean T.LUL orpanise-
thorr exlsts When feced with major industrial issues such
as Calley's “Wagn Freese ™ or the future of Harland &
Woalll's the reaciion has usually been mdectzive, ar non-
existent. Again it is necessary hete to remembor {he
movement’s Bk of eiperience in industrial struggle,
Interventions heve been carfed on however at a local bevel
end in o sporedic way. A Hepublican Tesde Union Group
does exist. And the Ard Combairle of Sinn Fein has
just ealled for massive supgart for the unemploved campaigno
from the organisatbon. In other words tentative first scepe
ure being tnken.

While Lysaght mentions Ground Rents and Fisherles

the “Free Transport™ campalgn n Belfast is ipnored,
88 is the support the mowement gove the cement strikes.
Again from Lyvsaght's ketter b could well be infemed that
this form of action cessed with the defection of the E.L
bug burners, e refers o,

To speak therefors in Lerms of & redreat in this

aries, who would be alienated, evencually, by the outstunding
defects of the Stalinile method.™ A belief, apparently,

that did not inspire them Lo actually join an crpenisation of
“genuine vevolulionaries' in order to further the proaes

of alienation. There i= a certaln wishful ebement involved
here. Constantly sovialists of Lvsaght®s 11k have looked to

& seccession of “Crest Red Hopes™ to pre-empt the role

of the Officil Bepublican movement. Latest ln the list is
the Socialist Party of Ireland which, secording to Lysaght,
“has a probably more objectively revolutlonary polontin*
than the Officlal Republicans This despite their size

(-6 members)! The loss of ndividuals of the calibre of
Seamus Hactipan should not be lghély dismissed. Bur

Lheir sueeess in sebting up an altemative to the 00 ficials"
must surely be & bic more apparent before it can be given
serloug conslderation? Lysapht also places frich in the
Borinlist Lubour Allisnce and another unnamed group,
(=oar EireT)

Thiz search lor “Republicons’’ outsde the Republican
movement Lo carey out the tasks Lyvsaght claims the
Oificials showld implement but cont is one sspect of &
praclice many “left" lrish inteliectuals sdopt tow ards
Republicans

If chare are “stolinists'’ and “stolinist™ polices and bdeas,
prodiferating in the Republican movement, unchecked amnd
uncheckabbe. T these “Stalinksts" ore lapding the " Officials”
up the constitutionnl garden path the responsibility rosts
primarily wilh those soclalist revolutionaries who were
prepared Lo talk af Hepublicens but not o them, Who
wers prepared to interpret esents but not participate in
thein. The arrogance Comrade Lyssght displaved In his
letter, is part and parcel of this actitude.

The history of trying to build altematives to the TRA
and Sion Fein from breadkaway gronps is one of
futlle sndeavour. Previous stretegies adopted and
advocated by comrade Liysaght do not inspire confidence
in k& beliel that this trend now be reversed eg., his
advocacy of entry Into the labour parts und revivai of
the Irish Citizen Army.

The 5.L.A. may beeome a serious base for boilding
new tevolulionary movement, providing it sdopts a —
tnerre pudilive allilude towards Republican treditions,
susceptibilities and pofickes. 1 belleve Itk futire success
depends very much on a) How closelv it can elly itself
to the Republican movement and, b How effoctively it
can uee that alliance to draw the best elements within
the Bepublican movemant to a poealtlon that the whale
“Officlal” structure will come to adopt.

All the above does oot preclude criticiam. The Housing
Action campaign is 8 case In point. Lysaght rightly says,
when a chance came to extend the basis and level of
activity it was clear the Republican eadership had planned
nothing beyond the agitational and guerdlis-action phase.

The smame strengths and weakenos of the “Officialz™
were dlsplayed in o more {lattering light in the coment
strike, whese organisation was crucisl while overall
strategy was mited by sovererly restricted and shord-
term aims, The Republican movement still needs to
formulate fullyits strategic policies to achdeve its
ultimate goal, B $2-county Soclalisl Republic

This, I believe, is posiible, with the participation in
Lhe movemant of rerolutlonary socialists, There ie
8 threst of apelal relormism, it iE & threat most successTally
ex panding revolutionary mavements (orea, That iz whsy
I believe it i essentind for revolutionaries to participats
In the Hepublican moverment. Winning the most
progresaive &lements | and [ believe they are in & stronp
majority}, reguires a willingties Lo share in leaming
the lessons of the past catber then—having won Lhe
Republican movement to the objective of a Socialist
Republic, then vilifving it for confusion over uss of
Cactics,

“Workers Republic” altar. Doubtless he would regard Sean area since the B bus burnings Ls rery misleading. The ¥ tarnnil
{‘i_ur!mﬂ’:: I.u:rl]l:llz “Building Revolution™ in the “Lnited B et v Wi the TREA Tntervetition 1o the. Drstin Pﬂﬁfﬁﬂf ",
Inthman’ [May 1971} s being in the same vein, Saan tranaport strike of 1935, It was a case of actlon with, 67 Birehwood Creseant,

Garland wHtes of “a rlae in the working class consciousness
Cinly through struggles con the workers build the actual
organs throwgh which they con tomooron take over the
sdministration of the economy and the State, frealy
elected workers commitiess at factory or street level which
will fedemte thermsebves alterwards locally, reglonal |y, and
nationully, That is whal the conguest of political power
really means,

He comcludes, " Above all, it must be bome in mind
that whalever actlons are cigage In, houging aglcatlona,
land and Dishery agitolions, civil righls o cullumal agilations,
all ase bound up with and muost be linked wich the fight
for fresdom and soclallsm, and that in all these fights to
establish the fiphts of the ordinare people there is o class
fight, We must demonstrate to all Ivigh people thet oor
mdyemanl expresses Lhe inbarasts of Chit most exploited
ciass, the working class_ and chat we have the programme
and the ||-|1i|u::l1_,'I Lhe almt Lo make Chal elass siclorings al
lnst, in Lhe loog straggle for freedom and soclalism, ™

The ains here are, as uaual, glns of emission: Garland
makes no specific reference to the pereal means by which
the workers chemeelves are to e mrobdllsed—om Ly thelr
relationahip bo other aspects of the anit-lmpecilist
smiggle than their own. T'o Lysaght this, no doubt is the
“emnackous imiting of socallst perspeetives™ —Slalinism,
in operation again. [ believe that thia ia evldenes, guice

but not of fthe workers The spectaculor aspect of e inter-
vention in & dispiule does oot translorm its nature.

Tha evidence on the industrial front can point a8 clearky
to 8 movement S learning and formulating its industrial
palicles a5 one retreating into encleves of agitation of &
“pelit-bourreok" nature.

The case for King Stnsets dominont influence in
formulating Chis Stulingst retveat Iz even slenderer,

Irizh ""Kremlinologlats" hawe to work an the bases that

old eampalgners like Calhval Goulding are either a)

“PFlants" of the CPGE or b) Cullible stoopes of the real
“planés". This iz too large an assumption Lo be roadily
swallowed. Secandly then: is serious disapresment be-
tween the CMEE and the CF1 on the “MNational Question'™
with regurd Lo lrelund, and also disagreement between theme
“Stalinists™ and those in the Republicen movement. This
argyes atromply againsh o coherent snd concerted “Stalinist™
sleatepy. based on King Street.

Much more serlous is Comrade Lyseghts basic attitudes
Lewyards the Cificinl Hepublican moverment. For gll hia
dismiszsal of Goulding left verballsm at the last Aed Fheis,
it was Goulding mors than anyone else who was res
pongible for the turn to the left. How did socialists ke
Lisaght react to the opportunity Lhis created?

Lopsaght =avs “Muny of us believed that, after all, the
bulk of the movernenl was made up of genuine revolution-

irminghar - 12,

GLOSSARY

Clann na hfireann - the Official Republicar argunisation for
[rish exiles in Britals

Gardiner Place—ihe 1L0. of the "Offimals™

Lrnuaves—C. Desmand Creaves, British ©F s chief idealogue on
[rizh quesstiamns

Ard Comhaicle—Ex ecotive Councl

Crrubiling—Cuthal Goalding: Carcedd Chief of

BT of che O Bclal LR A,

Hean Garland —Malional Orgnniser of 1l Official Republizan
Movemrent.

MNOW.H- L. —Matianal Waters Restaration Lagooe, United Fromt
bedy cumnpaigning agalinsd ptivate conizal of Frigh Fishing rphts
Gacltacht - 15ish speaking areas.

And Fheis—Canflerence.

Socmbist Party of [eeband —sizall eroup which beake away rom the
{(Ifficial Sinn Fain in Jamcasy this vear, Madnly composed af
wotiwists in the Trubling Housing Acéion (squattare) cam paigi
Sacialist Labour Alliance -Unired Feont of kell-wingess who ore
dizgidents within or who Fave 1681t Trish Eaboar Porty, s
alber Left gronepa mnd jisdivid nabs



























