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OBITUARY

GEORG LUKACS :fate of the unattached intellectual

The death of Reorge Lukacs breaks one more link with the
Europe that existed at the time of the Russian Revolution.
Liks Amadeo Bordiga, who also died recently, Lukacs

i a living representative of the disputes which, in itz
revnlutionary period, took place in the Third lirternptional,
However, unlike Bordiga,, we cannot simply say of Lukaes
that despite wrang theories, he nevertheless remained
abanlutely faithful to the proletsrian revelution. We are
regretfully forced to conclude that, no matter what his
subjective intentions may have been, Lubkacs became, by
1935 at any rate, un upponent of the warking class ravolo-
tignary movement. He became & dazzling theoretical
appendage of Stalinism, But in exactly the same way that
Lenin always maintained that much was to be learned from
Plekhanov, despite his counter-revolutionary palitical
positions, so we must eritically examine Lukae’s wark to
sae if anything is tn he taken from it

Histary and Class Cansciousness

*arxism did not spring fully formad out of nowhere.
Neather did Marx develop his ideas in a vacuum. On the
contrary the formation of Marx's ideas would have bean
inconceivab’e without the backgroond of the econamics af
Ricardo, the philesophy of Hegel, the idess of Dwen and
the Utopian socialists etc. Nevertheless, Marx did not st
take these ideas and fit them tngether in some sort of BAEY
synthesis. On the cantrary, it was anly by restructuring
thess theories tatally, adding new discoveries of hig owa
and refuting elements in previous theories that Mar was
gble Lo produce a logieally internally consistent and
coherent theory, which broke radically with all previous
socialist theories. At various times other Marxists have
engaged in the same sort of activity. Lenin for example
recast entirely, but utilised many of the ideas of bourpeois
thearies of lmperialism such as those of Hobson snd
Hilferding. However no-one has ever tried to incorporate
inte Mantism so many bourgenis insights as Lukacs In
fact in one sense we can see his entire life’s work as an
attempt to combine Marxism and some of the ideologies
and accomplishments of the bourgeoisie. It is this azpoet
of Lukacs which of course mada him, or at least some of his
writings, the idol of those, like Lucien Goldman, who
wish to strip Marxism of ite groletarian revolutionary
contants and turn it into a shallow theory of Humanism.
Mowwvw Lukacs cannot bo enticely blamed for the sins

of b “Tollowen . If a1 times Lukacs succeeds in restruct:
wring Maruism 3o a5 to make it acceptable to the petty-
Bourgeoisie- and this is particularly the case in books such
m “The Historical Novel”, and “The Meaning of Contemp
wrry Aealism”--nevertheless in other sreas and at othe:
times Lukacs succeeds in enriching Marxism by his
restructuring of hourgesis insights.

The bourgenis theories wath which Lulkacs was hattling
with when he wrote the famous collection of essays which
became History and Cless Covsoioumness were those of
Hugel and Sorel. From Hegel, Lukscs took the concapt of
“totelity” which he counterposed to the eeonomic deter-
minism of Keutsky, Bernstein, Alder and the other
theorists of Social Democracy. In doing this it would
ppear that Lukacs was only following in the footsteps of
Plakhanov who, in his essay “On the Sixtieth Asiniversary
of the death of Hegel”, had himself counterposed the
concept of totality w that of Rconomic determinizm.
However the ressmblance to Pleichanov, or even to the
Lenin of the early writings on economics, which slso deal
with the guestion of the relation of the seonomic and the
totality, iz only superficial. When Plekanoy and Lenin, in
their sarly works, used the concept of totality they were
emphasising that in Marzism the political, the sconomic,
the social etc, are merely diftering types of abstraction and
ora not separdte leeels of analyede For Lukoes however
“totality’ refers nat to the total of all asprects af “reality™,

but to @ particular way of structring that reality so that it
can never constitute snything bart a totality, This method
of logical structuring is what Lukacs ckfied 53 Marxism.
This is made clear in perhaps his most famous sin olp
prasae his definition of Marxizm in History and Class
Consciousness. He wrote that: "It is not the primacy of
peonomic motives in historical explanation that con-
stitutes the decisive difference between Marxism and
bourgeais thought, hut the point of view of totality,

The category of totality, the all pesvasive supremacy of
the whole over the parts is the essence of the methad
which Marx took over from Hegel and transformed into
the foundations of 3 wholly new science.”

The analysis which bed Lukacs to this conclusion

reprasents perhaps the most sgnificant question asked

in Marxism, outside the writings of Lenin and Trotsk ¥.
What Lukacs in effect did was to ask: How does the
logical structure of @ probetarian conception of reality
differ fram that of the bourgesisie? We may well nat
agree with the answer that Lukacs gave but then in
Marxism, as in eny other science, it is frequently not
thase wha give the right anawer wha are the most import-
ant, but rather those who think of the right questions.
Lukes, by showing thet such a guestion existed settled
at least two paints which had previously bedevilled
Marxism. On the one hand he shawed thet the differences
with Alder, Kautsky etc. were questions of method and
not of “fact” or interpretation. and inso duing he raised
tha whole polemic against reformism to a qualitatively
maore profound level, On the other hand Lukacs sobved the
problem of the relation of Marxist and bourpeois theary.
Befare History and Class Consciousniess thers had

been a tendency 1o fall into one of twa traps. Either the
difference between Marxism and scademic theories was held
tu ba in the conclusions they reached, which reduced the
ditference hetween the two to a pure question of “fact”, with
Marxism bound to lese, as the bourgeois concept of fact
was seoepted in the inftial pramises, or there was s tendency
to assimilate Marxism to bourgaois theory in tho s aress
which Marx himsadf had never dealt with. Thiz latter
tendency is particofarly markad in the case of Hilterding.
Becouse bourgenis research was making remarkable strides
in miiny subjects it was beligved by the Social Democrats
that these results could simply be incorporated as they
stood into Marxism, Hiwever beeause these bourgenis
theories logically followed fram theoriss which dealt with
areas Marx had touched on, & eantradietion grew up betwern
the parts of bourgeois theory accepted by the Social
Democrats and those parts which conflicted with Marxism,
Faced with this problem the Social Democrats sither
retreated into dogmatism, ahandnned themeslves to
electicism, or renounced Marxism altogether. Lukacs

safved the problem once and for all by showing that the
incompatabifity of Marxism and bourgeois theary lay

not at the level of data but ot the level of logical structure.
Even i his conception of the natute of the difference in-
vulved is incorrect, the way Lukacs posed the question was
preciselyeomect and estabilishes his cloim to be noted
gmong major Marxist theories,

"“Leanin™ and later works,

After History and Class Consciousness —which was 6t the
time rondemned by the Comintern and which Lukacs
himsalf later renounced —Lukacs never wrote anything

of aqual intellectual power. His book on Lenin is th ought
provoking, and its concept of “The Actuality of the
Revolution™ is & key one, but unfartunatly the hook is
marred by baing hased on 2 series of statements which are
straightforwand fies—such a3 for example that Lenin was
initially alone in opposing the First World War fram a
revolutionary defeatist position.

Unfortunatly from the bt 1920 omaards L ukacs
weritings also become tinged with anather theme which
was to lead to en intellectual decay and compromise with
Stalin the bourgenisie. This was the theory of phenomenal
23 ppposed to structural realism in art which is made most
gxplicit in “The Historical Novel”. This theory was uead
in attempt to how the products of high bourgeois art and
the art of Stalinist Aussia, with its “Socialist Realism™,
thranodies to departed tractors, the struggle for production
an @ coflective farm ete, could be combined. Through the
development nf thes: type of idess lkacs must be held
respansible far giving an ideological backing te much of
the staleness a~ harreness of Marxist srtistic criticism,
despite the fact that his own particular studies are
interesting and i an episodic way brilliant.

Lidcaes” o assessrvit of his role Lndier Stalinism and
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From 1824 onwards Lukacs came to support the Stalin
faction inside the Russan Communist Party, Ha did this
on the worst possible basis by aceepting the totally
ridiculous theory thet it was possible to excosd the
standard of living provided by the entire capitalist sconomies
simply on the besis of the economic resources of the Saviet
Urion. Thils was the notorious theary of “Socialism in

One Country™. From then on, with a remorssless Ingic,
Luk==zg' theories and idess degenerated.

L uhaes failures at &' theoretical level were compounded
by what can only be described as political cowardice, For
example he notes of an inner party struggle thatalthough
he firmly believed he was corract, “When | heard from a
reliakle source that Bela Kum was planning to expel me
from the Party as a “Liguidator’, | gave up the strupgle, as
I was weell svwvare of Kun's prestige in the International, and
I pubdished a “SeH-eriticism”.” This was to be the first of
miny such “confasions” which at various times fod
Lukacs' o dennonce any number of his warks. L ukacs was
of conrse far too intelligent o aceept all the grosser
aspects of Stalinism but all he was prepared to do about
it was to keep up an irregular sniping fire at some of it
aspects in the sesthetic field, To those wha ealogise Lukecs
and his illc we can unhesitatingly say that the struggle of -
even the most obscure Left O ppositionist agaisst Stadinism
contributed infinitly more mfﬁﬁuﬁ:ﬁf thi proletarian
revolution than did the entire output of Lukecs in this
period. It is easy to become a communist, as Lulkacs did,
at a time when the enthusiasm for the Russian Revolution
was sweeping the world. What is infinitly more difficult is
to remain a eommunist in a period of 20 years of defeat,
and by that criteria Lukacs, for all his brilliance, failed
miserably. This faflure extended even to his short re-
entry into politics in 1956, Here he zidad not with the
workers councils and fighting proletariat of Budapest,
but with the reformist Stalinist government of Nagy

which would have been swept away with the Bussian tanks
if only the Hungarian waorkers had been victorious.

Marx ance remarked that some peaple believe that an
intellectual can soar above sl classss. In sp doing, he
noted, they only reveal that they are the petty-bourgeose
tossed helpiessly back and forth between the working

class and the hourgesisie. This statement could be appliad
not only to Lukacs himsalf but also to those whn will =
nndoubtedly use the ocamion of his death to try to glmify
hiz undowhted intellectisal achievements while ignoring

his politicalactivities. We should ignore neither and in-
stead try to do what Lukacs himself wag an advocate of—
namely to try to restructure his own {bourgenis) ideas 5o
as to enrich Marxism. The only difference is that revalu-
tionaries must understand that this eannot be dope as
Lukacs tried to do it—-in oppodtion to the interests of the
workingclass and in abstraction from revaluBionary practice,
Alar Jores.
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ICI’s UNORGANISED
WORKERS

The indications e that, for the present, 1C1'
43 000 vnorganised so-called whita-collar
workers are golng to remain without trade
union collective bargaining rights. Under pres-
sured from both staff workers 2nd interested
urdons, notebiy Clive Janking' Azsociztion of
Selentitie, Technical and Managerial Staffs
IASTME)—which zlready claims a 12% member-
ship acrdss 1C1—some months ago 1G] com-
misgioned the Tavistock fnstiture of Humen
Aelations to an attitucde survey™ af its staff
woarkers. Tha main point of interast cantred
around the guastion of whether ar not they
wanied trade union bargaining rights 1o be
recognised by the firm. ICE i the East major
firm 1o hald out on giving recognition to the
non-manual unions.

The results of the guastionneire, distributed
in February, were published recently (May 4th)
and show & considerable entipathy to trads
urrlans, which in the ssction of the survey sec
aside for general comments, ware viriously
retarred 1o and criticised far “militeney ™,
“palticsl s and “axtremist action”. In fact,
oversll baraly ane-third [34%) of the 1 steff
warrg in favour of joining a union, and over &
half (BA%) were definiely against this |nstead.
SLpport Weas given 0 propossks for s1af! com
mitiees | M0%], which alresdy ouist and are not
intended to be involved in bargainkng, smd 2
staf! ssaociation (4950, which would have
CBFtEen [T Eubrgasreeg Faghita basl woark! tee
B DTy OF g O

Thrse resslty, howesss, wers oonTrat o
N pnother wction of the gueshonnare shery i1
win found that thars was siTDng support—by

haif the staff—for some sort of organiston
wehich could Bargaln with the company. Thers

is clagrly some muddied thinking hare o the
part of the 1C1 staff as to just what an “irnproved
systemn’ of staff commitiaes or even a statl
association would mean.

& compisrisan with the bargaining situation
at the Guardian Roval Exchange Insurance
Growp is usaful at this point, for there tha
campany has bean oppoang the staff wening
the company-run staff essociation into a part of
ASTMS, which would of courss braak tha
company’s hold over it, an the growunds that
“many mambars of tha staff had not wished to
b collectively represented i the past” [Fiman-
cial Tirmas, January 3, 187 1), Mare likely to be
worrying the Guardian is the fact that membiers
of the Prudential and Narvich Undan | ssarencs
Company hava geined themeslves wage risas of
26% and 10% respectively since they started
heing reprisentad by ASTME O the ather
hand, ICI hava announcad that thara will be no
paneral incraase for staft waorkers at all in 18771

The entagonism axpresed towards the
unions in the I1C-Twistock surwey suggests that
the pressand TW's eurrent witch-hunting of
tracke unionists fighting the Tories’ |ndustrial
Melations Bill ard striking to improse their
living standards is having "“beneficial side-
gffects” for the 1G] menagemant, which ook
s il thay are gobng to retain, 8t beast for the
tirma being, their ability to unilaterally Imposs
wage levely and working conditiom virtuadly
withowt restramt. |1 m certainly the cass thet
the “Clobde thes mdustrial wreckers ™ hys-
teris of the medis in the present pariod i help-

ing to werd off the developing trade wnion
conSCinuEss among wide sactions of "white-
collar workers—limncluding thase of 1T,
However, @ mora significant paint 1o arise
frovm the questionnaire is that there &re some
sections of staff where support tor the trade
uniong is much more widesoreed, The term
“etaff" &g it applies a1 IC| refers to a range of
amployees from technicians and supandsors to
serpntists and even top managars thermselves, So
it ks not surprising to find that, sy, technicians
and-supervisary staff tend to be genarally very
much more well-disposed towards the wunions:
It 1C1 % stalf are to win their right to ba rep-
resanted in regotiations by a wrads union, and
this' becomes even more important now itis
known that considerable redundancy is planned
for staff workers with the forthcoming “rationa
ligation end receganisation’™, then it ia from
amaongst the technicians and works superyisors
espacially that sy inithatives are likaly o come,
This wlll necessitate more then just “bringing
pressurd o bear - upon tha company for unicn
recognition; (f 18 highly fesowrable 1o 1C] thava

large section af (s emaloyess remain unofganised,

and that 8 struggle will heve 10 be waged 1o
foree 101 to capitulate and recognise union
rights. Action committess aof staff workers com.
miitted to getting 151 fully unionised should be
tormesd, and lnks with other sections of 1C0
workers who are crganised shoubkd be sounht, in
arder 1o sffectively conduct an Intensiva cam-
paign of propaganda in favour of trade union
sctivity in the offices, laboratories and plants.

fed Mole Reporters

KENT WOMEN WORKERS

A recently concluded strike of 60 women
workers ol Reinforced Shittlecocks Lid. (Sand-
wich| ilustrates 8 phenomencn which, although
ol exclusve fo E. Kent, iz typical of the aren.
This is the problem of a non-uniondsed nhour
force {mnd the generin] kevel of conscousness
wivich this implies), Industry in E. Kent, apart
Trom the Medway sreaand the coalfields, is
typically sitimied in small Bbouwr-intensive
factories. For 3 whole variety of rensens, includ-
ing the agricultural history of the area and the
conseruent lack of 3 trade union tradition: the
contimmng impoertancs of this tvpe of work,
albedt seasonal, which leads to a situation of
underemployment; the lree number of wiomen
in the labaur force, especially pare-time: for all
these ressons, many of these factorics are non-
umionized. Thos we e 3 srike a1 this factory
continuing for eight full weelks, not directly for
wages bt for undon recognition.

It is nol difficult to fnd the onderlying
reason for such o bong fight over this question,
Thie wage rates at this firm are abysmathy low,
The basic rate of pay is between 15p and 20p
an hour, with the majority of women receiving
anly 15p. A honos scheme operutes, bul on on
extremely low level. Thus after one month’s
training period, the basic wage oreps from £3
o £6 and the bonus scherwe coines into opera-
tion, sweh thot & typical Gikehome poy for a
dd-hovar week for somenne who had been at
the firm for 12 years wos £9.50 poaw. OF conrse,
wouiig girls receive minch les than thiz The
manasement ftsell is guite embarcised by this
lovwr Jevel of pay, = much so that in its efforts
o recrulf blacklep Ebour, it had ro quote take-

hrivma reaa ot F1F € tha scana of @ cenorcione

Incidentally, the major result of thiz proparanda
was 1o muke the women wwnre of expcrtly whos
dde the local press was on and the natose of it
“objective” reporiing. { Only nine blnck legs
were recrulted o replace the o) women on
strike, and some of these beft after the first dav.

Mot only is there bod pay, bowever, bt (he
factory i3 in such a had state of repair that one
wonld be forsiven for assumdng, from 115 nppenr-
ance, thist it was o disused Tarmboose (as we did).
The roof in ene of the rooms lealks and, come
rain, the room s Mloaded ow—and his with
clectrically -run machinery abowt, In fuct, thers
iz a general lack of mfcty standards, with aees-
dents going unreperted and wheve , until the
women siaried orpanising, (be Grst-aid fcilities
amounted to s wosden firsr-add box.

Cirven all this, it is rother surprising that any
of the womren stay there. Most other factorees
in the area do have better conditions and rates
of puy. And s apart from the factor of mis-
guided loynhty which some of the women feel
and the clee ties which the women lave
forged with cach ather aver the vears, the main
renson for their staving sppears o be the
extremely (by capitalist standards) lax disci-
pline, Asony working woman with vounz
children knows it is very smpocting (o be obie
to amive an heur or two te or have the odd
dav off wilen the children's welfare demands it
—nirt that other people wouldn 't appreciate
such o regime,

Even so, the women have every reason to
wimi a frade umion -and the management o
tear one, even in this case, when such a back-
ward umion as the GMWL is invalved. What the

wwnlit ol dlaa fiews e i AFRAnlF fn seesrtain e

beins quoied in any accessible place. I ane
takes into aceount that this iz a subsdisry of oo
American Tirm which s a workd-wide
muonopely on this type of (feathensd § shuttle-
cock, that it s thos alile to vaise its prices at
will o= it did recently. and that it aveidz SET
by being an exporting fieoe, ome i imagine
what these profits must be, It is not difficult
io understand their bicter oppoaition to the
very notion of a trade union, So when the unian
approsched the manapement after 507 of the
women had joined it it recedved no oneertain
rebulf and the management remained adamant
even alter o recommendation frem the DEP.
El'entll&“j-', with 83 mmembeers ool of a worlk-
foree of 120 fwhich included 15 men and
bays}, the manngement siched the organiser,
a sepervisor, Tor recruiting during working
hours, The muorning wlter, 60 women cime out
for the two demands of reinstatement and
union recomition and stuck it out For eizhi
weeks, no douht helped by the striloe pay,
which ut £6 plus £1 frem collections was for
many of Chem little less thun their wages

The present situation s, however, Ot T
goodl, The women have apreed o go back
alter 3 management offer to npen negotiations
with the unisn and to come to a decision
within one month; the question of the scked
atpervisot 15 alsp left in abeyance, We can
expect that the manngement will attempt an
idendogical offensive over the next maonth
o the gquestion of trode unions, but it is

unbikely tlat after eight weeks of strugole the l

imanagement will be suceessful in this,
L H Cives

The Decline of
Upper Clyde Ship-builders Ltd.

Ormirows signs ere filtering through fram the
bourgeods press giving the impressian thar
drrgrifrer saction of Scoftsh supboiiding fe
ahout to crumbiie, According to the “Financial
Times™ of May 13th 1977, “vhe groups cash
flow difffeulties—agaravated by & five-month
hilihip of cradit guarentess white negotiations
took place with the Department of Tracke and
tichiestry fate in 1570 snd earfior this vear—hsd
not pet been rasofed™, “Further fo this
nformation, LG5 and especiaily the dohn
Srawnt shiprard at Clydebant are about to be
claimed By Cungrd for £2 milfion due te thelr
affeped late defivery of the LE.2
1t f5 corlainly True that Sohn Brown ship-
yared U5 Je @ Bad way. Apart from the ampl-
cal data wiich shows its financis! plight. one
Wikl oy have te faok et the perd fself fo
zea that if cowld naver camp ele with the
dapanese or avert Western European yards,
This fact is the mast imporfant point, for the
claim By Cuvtard 5 ona which 05 will miset
weith:-
T} Currardd aftered the fnternal desipn of the
QEZ, 2) UCE did not design the furbines
for rhe ship; in fact the part of the furbines
which caused the defay in putting the shin
i servioe, the turhing blades, were not pro-
duces by the twrbine manufacturers The
company which oid produce the furbine biades
5 now ol of gxistence
It follows that Cunard wouwld have a her
frmg pinming the bivme on LEE Howsver,
a5 ssid previous'y, this factor i3 not the moss
sriportant (T s reporied that the Joln Brows
yerd i the most out-of-date yand in the prows
o has the lowest leved of productivity. e
order o make the financially wable the
Hkely action which ULCE will take seema o
ba the transfer of workers from Clypcebant
and Scotstown fo e more modern Govan arid
Linthouss pands
J000 weorker will have 1o be moved in Pis
mracess, and the emplopers sesm o thirnk
thar becaust no redundencies should taks plecs
the workers will not be concerned. Mowrer,
the workers witl not be too pleased whan
they are tald that & doubis-shift spstom will
b /mposed then. Since 40% of the manus!
warkers are in the Boilermakers Union and
tivEs body have resisted such moves fn shife
working previously, 7 fs gulie clear thar some
surt af strugple & golmg to arupt very Soon n
e Chedebank area.
The yard &t Chvdebank has gat into
trainlile bascaily hecause of the lack of re-
Mnyestrmant since the Seeond Worid War To
modermdze the yard suitally woidd cost £5
riifffon, Fth the peneral position of British
shipbuwiioing being m disastroos sfare’ the
edldles Report shows & stesdy decling in the
LK, share of world tonmage fram 43% In
TOE o to-claps B8%, there will b no
grnmaife shrawn e ere guek © dohn
o,
Firh the rate of unermployement in the
toren of Clydebank ar 10% amongst the malg
populace and, with hundreds of workers
ercler plased redundanicies ot the giant
Singer's factory i the past fwo pears with

more fo comes, the warking class i this aree
are very angry. Vol for natfing oo the
peonia i s area alwaps return Labaur and

i certan wards the Comrnorn’st Party
candidates are returmed Fathfully, afthoweh
thay are elected an very petty and parochial

iERves 5o To 8 certa extent the fradition of

“Aed. Clpclesiche” fngars an.
Irt fhe oresent confes the possibilities for

mobifiging the Labour WHovereant fn Chedebank
S fremenoous Tt has been reckoned shae i
anedeguste fumber of arders sre not raceiied
by Seotember of this vear, the closedawn of
Johiy Broveer s will take plece. There are
abrelutely o posslhilitles of alterms tive
amglopment it the ares. The farmation of
action commitiass in the fown wivch could
meet the profiems confronting the worters

i the Bvpbuilding industry together with the
qeeston of tnermplfoyment are an absoiute
RECEEH T

John Anderan,
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ON IRELAND

Dear Comendes.

As a member of on? of the 2 republican organisations
Hayner Lyvsapht alleges bo be “least affected by Sealindsm™
{Clann na h Elreann ). I am writing to reply to his letter in
the Mok I_"dl;t.Fl1 "u'II:Il.E:I.

Comrade Lipsaght's agrues that the split in the Republican
mivemnent (which el been maEto ring sinoe the t‘n:lﬂ-':i:l{'t'!i},
received a vinlent jolt in Auwg. ‘89, with the “ailure (o
defend the ghettops™ controversy, leading to the Provisional
secession of Dee, 1969 TO Jan, Thus the aplit came before
the “outstanding defects of the Stalinite method: the
pescelul road tosoclaliam in N Ireland and the 2 stage
theory had been exposed, Asa result polarization of
members of the IRA ond Sinn Fein to “officiak™ or
“Provizionals " was on the basis of allegiance to either
purist physical foree natlonalists or Stalinist social reformist.

Lwsapht then poses the question can the of felal
evolutlon to the right be averied?

Angwer: “It i3 possible that It could tom leftwards
aguin, bat this is doubiful.™

If this iz correct then the future for the “left” in
Ireland in the 19705 is very bleak. However [ belleve that
the evidencs, produced to support this theory, is bath
cursory and selective and Lhe argument |5 marmed by
statements which are either inaccurate or overstated,

Twa pxampbes:-

1) He states, “today Gardiner Place's influence in
Slreland s limited Lo Ewo areas of Belfase."™ On the
sontmry, within Belast the officinls possess approxi
matly equal organisational strength o the Provisionals
{Ehough they lack the latters steady flow of Free State
based money |, while in the rest of the & Co.s the officinls
wre moch stronger than the Provislonals.

Statements suck as the above con only weaken Lysapht's
eredibility with Left Republcans

23 In his anxiety to attribute the Injection of Che
stnlinist virus into the officiels to King 5t. Lysanht declares:
“Fiesgves wia nol sweoesful in achieving his dms; bul was
suecemful in Imposing - the polbicies that be thought showld
we blove these alms. The soclallsts were forced out—and

were nob asked Lo relurn by Giresves, Inoa few lnes Greaves
b tmmsformed by implication from o partially successful
pulicy advisor to "“hatclet man-in-chief” of the “Stalinks™

L =]

T, wd=mitiadiy, afe mino® points, They do howaever
il support 1o Lysaghts theory and are very much in
e with the interpretotion of the present situation of the
Cifficials provided by the “news" as reporied by the
Flansa Fall Coogan “Trish Pross"

Ha guotes the Ground Hents ind Fisheries Campaigns,
= evidence of the process of stalinisation within the Official
Isadership's development of strategy. The following
pessape is the nearesi e comes Lo pctunlly defining whal.
this process ks, “'the conscious limiting of socialist per-
spectives being imposed by Vhe leadurship," This 2
imadequate, both in it= applicaticn to the policies of the
D flclal leademhip, and a8 2 means of identifying the
individual Stolinists within the leadership, Nor, 1 balleye,
5 I edegoate for the nailing of these activities as "petit
bourpeois”, (ser bebow).

The “'afficial” leadership is not homogenous ond the
matlvatlon af its members for adopting the same Ones of
action is not idencicel, This is not to deny that some of
the members of the Slen Feln Ard Combaribe and Army
Council may be “Stalinists'’. I is to denv that their
presence utomatieally mims the Republicen movement
or its leadership into Lheir vehicle, To judpge from Comrsde
Lysaght's letter rnyone would think thet the leadership of
the mowment conasisbed of 5 Dublin based Republicans 4
of whom ere *“Stalinists™.

He sugpests that the telt-wing speeches of people ke
Goubding are primarily verbal genuflections belfore the

dmply, of the lack of knowledge and experience of
working clas strupgle many of those in the leadership
of the movement. possess, Vel Garlands lack of exparisn~»
covbd bardly b attdbuted to higpetit-bourgeals’™ back:
ground!

Lysaghts disparaging remarks aboul the “Feh-ins" and
Ground Henot stribes are glgnificant | more for what they
revela about his attitude towards Republicans and certaln
aspects af the anth-Imperialist straggle, then for what they
implicity stute, He sees Lhe drift Into both thess agitations
a5 & sign “that the Stalinites myth of the ‘two stage theory’
vneonraged such people as Costello, Gill, Goulding and
¥Toole to pecepl the limilations of thelr petit-Boungends
outlook.” This is followed by sneering remarks about. the
Republican educstional policy being an example of the
“blind ieading tho blind etc”.

Mavhe [ too am & bit thick and “petit bourpeois™
bul hoth thess campalpns appear to me important, one
of them vital, Lo the seruggle against British Tmperiallkm.
Mo one in the Republican mosement would claim Lhal the
Crround Fenls issue is going to provide the “Hftoff™ to
reverhition, But this does not render it irvelevant. The “petit-
bourgeoisie” are not the only grovp who poy ground renots

Through rates and taxes in fact the whole population
subscribes to this feudal levy. IL is worth remembering

that the Hepublican policy ar “round Hents is not one

of simple abolition. It is for thelr replacement by a sale
lzvy. The state io repluce the landiords &= sobs proprietor
of all land. Thus Republicans have raised the demand Tor
public swnership of &ll tnd and exposed the government’s
rode m aides and abbatiors of the oldest surviving cligue

of Irelands exploiters,

BEul his dismissal of the N.W.R.L. as “petit-bourgeniz" iz
much more sefious. The reconguest of fishing rights by
rural Irelund is vitl to its continwed existence. It would
be interesting to know hig attitude co the Land Leagoers,
Gaeleacht Civil Rights, and other “petit-bourgeais™ rural
movements Rural polities rermaln of vical lmporianoe Por
the republican movement because the survival of the Trigh
nakicen veyr much depends on the survival of rural Treland,

Certainly the survlval of the Gaellacht is essantial For Lhe
survival ol the [rish lanpuape, and any revival of the
language would almost certainly be doomed withowt s
Gaeliachit base. Without the Bnguage the survival of the
Irish nation, a5 such, would be very doubtfol. At the
same time agitation on behalf of the Gaclacht involaes the
raising of sockal and economic issues that undereut in a
vory basie woy the claims of the constitutional parties, to
be either “national’’ or “republican ',

Then i5 nothing wrong with the implementation of
these policiez by republicans. What B weong la theic
failure to evolve a simiblardy cobement poliey Tor the
urhan working-class,

Mo effective nationally based Republlean T.LUL orpanise-
thorr exlsts When feced with major industrial issues such
as Calley's “Wagn Freese ™ or the future of Harland &
Woalll's the reaciion has usually been mdectzive, ar non-
existent. Again it is necessary hete to remembor {he
movement’s Bk of eiperience in industrial struggle,
Interventions heve been carfed on however at a local bevel
end in o sporedic way. A Hepublican Tesde Union Group
does exist. And the Ard Combairle of Sinn Fein has
just ealled for massive supgart for the unemploved campaigno
from the organisatbon. In other words tentative first scepe
ure being tnken.

While Lysaght mentions Ground Rents and Fisherles

the “Free Transport™ campalgn n Belfast is ipnored,
88 is the support the mowement gove the cement strikes.
Again from Lyvsaght's ketter b could well be infemed that
this form of action cessed with the defection of the E.L
bug burners, e refers o,

To speak therefors in Lerms of & redreat in this

aries, who would be alienated, evencually, by the outstunding
defects of the Stalinile method.™ A belief, apparently,

that did not inspire them Lo actually join an crpenisation of
“genuine vevolulionaries' in order to further the proaes

of alienation. There i= a certaln wishful ebement involved
here. Constantly sovialists of Lvsaght®s 11k have looked to

& seccession of “Crest Red Hopes™ to pre-empt the role

of the Officil Bepublican movement. Latest ln the list is
the Socialist Party of Ireland which, secording to Lysaght,
“has a probably more objectively revolutlonary polontin*
than the Officlal Republicans This despite their size

(-6 members)! The loss of ndividuals of the calibre of
Seamus Hactipan should not be lghély dismissed. Bur

Lheir sueeess in sebting up an altemative to the 00 ficials"
must surely be & bic more apparent before it can be given
serloug conslderation? Lysapht also places frich in the
Borinlist Lubour Allisnce and another unnamed group,
(=oar EireT)

Thiz search lor “Republicons’’ outsde the Republican
movement Lo carey out the tasks Lyvsaght claims the
Oificials showld implement but cont is one sspect of &
praclice many “left" lrish inteliectuals sdopt tow ards
Republicans

If chare are “stolinists'’ and “stolinist™ polices and bdeas,
prodiferating in the Republican movement, unchecked amnd
uncheckabbe. T these “Stalinksts" ore lapding the " Officials”
up the constitutionnl garden path the responsibility rosts
primarily wilh those soclalist revolutionaries who were
prepared Lo talk af Hepublicens but not o them, Who
wers prepared to interpret esents but not participate in
thein. The arrogance Comrade Lyssght displaved In his
letter, is part and parcel of this actitude.

The history of trying to build altematives to the TRA
and Sion Fein from breadkaway gronps is one of
futlle sndeavour. Previous stretegies adopted and
advocated by comrade Liysaght do not inspire confidence
in k& beliel that this trend now be reversed eg., his
advocacy of entry Into the labour parts und revivai of
the Irish Citizen Army.

The 5.L.A. may beeome a serious base for boilding
new tevolulionary movement, providing it sdopts a —
tnerre pudilive allilude towards Republican treditions,
susceptibilities and pofickes. 1 belleve Itk futire success
depends very much on a) How closelv it can elly itself
to the Republican movement and, b How effoctively it
can uee that alliance to draw the best elements within
the Bepublican movemant to a poealtlon that the whale
“Officlal” structure will come to adopt.

All the above does oot preclude criticiam. The Housing
Action campaign is 8 case In point. Lysaght rightly says,
when a chance came to extend the basis and level of
activity it was clear the Republican eadership had planned
nothing beyond the agitational and guerdlis-action phase.

The smame strengths and weakenos of the “Officialz™
were dlsplayed in o more {lattering light in the coment
strike, whese organisation was crucisl while overall
strategy was mited by sovererly restricted and shord-
term aims, The Republican movement still needs to
formulate fullyits strategic policies to achdeve its
ultimate goal, B $2-county Soclalisl Republic

This, I believe, is posiible, with the participation in
Lhe movemant of rerolutlonary socialists, There ie
8 threst of apelal relormism, it iE & threat most successTally
ex panding revolutionary mavements (orea, That iz whsy
I believe it i essentind for revolutionaries to participats
In the Hepublican moverment. Winning the most
progresaive &lements | and [ believe they are in & stronp
majority}, reguires a willingties Lo share in leaming
the lessons of the past catber then—having won Lhe
Republican movement to the objective of a Socialist
Republic, then vilifving it for confusion over uss of
Cactics,

“Workers Republic” altar. Doubtless he would regard Sean area since the B bus burnings Ls rery misleading. The ¥ tarnnil
{‘i_ur!mﬂ’:: I.u:rl]l:llz “Building Revolution™ in the “Lnited B et v Wi the TREA Tntervetition 1o the. Drstin Pﬂﬁfﬁﬂf ",
Inthman’ [May 1971} s being in the same vein, Saan tranaport strike of 1935, It was a case of actlon with, 67 Birehwood Creseant,

Garland wHtes of “a rlae in the working class consciousness
Cinly through struggles con the workers build the actual
organs throwgh which they con tomooron take over the
sdministration of the economy and the State, frealy
elected workers commitiess at factory or street level which
will fedemte thermsebves alterwards locally, reglonal |y, and
nationully, That is whal the conguest of political power
really means,

He comcludes, " Above all, it must be bome in mind
that whalever actlons are cigage In, houging aglcatlona,
land and Dishery agitolions, civil righls o cullumal agilations,
all ase bound up with and muost be linked wich the fight
for fresdom and soclallsm, and that in all these fights to
establish the fiphts of the ordinare people there is o class
fight, We must demonstrate to all Ivigh people thet oor
mdyemanl expresses Lhe inbarasts of Chit most exploited
ciass, the working class_ and chat we have the programme
and the ||-|1i|u::l1_,'I Lhe almt Lo make Chal elass siclorings al
lnst, in Lhe loog straggle for freedom and soclalism, ™

The ains here are, as uaual, glns of emission: Garland
makes no specific reference to the pereal means by which
the workers chemeelves are to e mrobdllsed—om Ly thelr
relationahip bo other aspects of the anit-lmpecilist
smiggle than their own. T'o Lysaght this, no doubt is the
“emnackous imiting of socallst perspeetives™ —Slalinism,
in operation again. [ believe that thia ia evldenes, guice

but not of fthe workers The spectaculor aspect of e inter-
vention in & dispiule does oot translorm its nature.

Tha evidence on the industrial front can point a8 clearky
to 8 movement S learning and formulating its industrial
palicles a5 one retreating into encleves of agitation of &
“pelit-bourreok" nature.

The case for King Stnsets dominont influence in
formulating Chis Stulingst retveat Iz even slenderer,

Irizh ""Kremlinologlats" hawe to work an the bases that

old eampalgners like Calhval Goulding are either a)

“PFlants" of the CPGE or b) Cullible stoopes of the real
“planés". This iz too large an assumption Lo be roadily
swallowed. Secandly then: is serious disapresment be-
tween the CMEE and the CF1 on the “MNational Question'™
with regurd Lo lrelund, and also disagreement between theme
“Stalinists™ and those in the Republicen movement. This
argyes atromply againsh o coherent snd concerted “Stalinist™
sleatepy. based on King Street.

Much more serlous is Comrade Lyseghts basic attitudes
Lewyards the Cificinl Hepublican moverment. For gll hia
dismiszsal of Goulding left verballsm at the last Aed Fheis,
it was Goulding mors than anyone else who was res
pongible for the turn to the left. How did socialists ke
Lisaght react to the opportunity Lhis created?

Lopsaght =avs “Muny of us believed that, after all, the
bulk of the movernenl was made up of genuine revolution-

irminghar - 12,

GLOSSARY

Clann na hfireann - the Official Republicar argunisation for
[rish exiles in Britals

Gardiner Place—ihe 1L0. of the "Offimals™

Lrnuaves—C. Desmand Creaves, British ©F s chief idealogue on
[rizh quesstiamns

Ard Comhaicle—Ex ecotive Councl

Crrubiling—Cuthal Goalding: Carcedd Chief of

BT of che O Bclal LR A,

Hean Garland —Malional Orgnniser of 1l Official Republizan
Movemrent.

MNOW.H- L. —Matianal Waters Restaration Lagooe, United Fromt
bedy cumnpaigning agalinsd ptivate conizal of Frigh Fishing rphts
Gacltacht - 15ish speaking areas.

And Fheis—Canflerence.

Socmbist Party of [eeband —sizall eroup which beake away rom the
{(Ifficial Sinn Fain in Jamcasy this vear, Madnly composed af
wotiwists in the Trubling Housing Acéion (squattare) cam paigi
Sacialist Labour Alliance -Unired Feont of kell-wingess who ore
dizgidents within or who Fave 1681t Trish Eaboar Porty, s
alber Left gronepa mnd jisdivid nabs



BOOKS

AID AS IMPERIALISM

Aid as Imperialism; Teresa Hayter, Penguin
Baoks, 1971. 30p. Pp. 222, index.

Betwesn 1963 and 1968 Terasza Hayter was
emploved by the Overseas Develapment Ingi.
tute Lid., which dascribes mmlf a5 "an indepan-
dent non-governmeant body aiming to enswre
wise action in the field of overseas deaweiopmant”
{sueh l2 the matto which appears on all it
publications). In fact, ODI is financed by the
Fard Foundation, by British firms with stales
in underdaveloped countriss, and, on ocmasions,
by the World Bank and Foundations like
Huffield and Rockefeller. ODI'e “independenca™
obwicusly has limits, defined by the aims and
interests of thos who finance it, A sightly pink
tinge here and theee, a few tame Hbacalz, do not
matter—add , indeed, to the fiction of “irdepen-
dence'. But any substantial batrayal of thos
gims and intevests is aliogather different.
Sansible recruiting minimises the possibility of
such betrayal. Teress Hayier's boak shows,
happily, that recruiting can never ba parfect and
that “false conscoumen’ can @Eve way to a
truer percepricn of reality. But can one really
axpect betrayal to be wnlerated when it takes
place® Certainiy not. Teresa Hayter's sxperisnes
revealed the hard sagey face of the paymastes
behingd the Uberal facads.

During her empleymant a2 00 Tersss Haytar

~wrote a book on French Aid, which displayed a
suitable adherence to ODI principles. 0D duly
published 11, She subsequently embarked ypan
a sudy of the World Bank's role in Latin
America, financed by the World Bank. The siags
seemad st for & repest performance. One does
not, &fter all, finance a nography which wall
make ane setem nasty. lmagine the hooor ot
O and in Washington, when the expedied
public relaticns exercise turned out to ba soma-
thing very different. The king, it was unequi-
vocally staved, wears no clothes, ““'Wise acdon in
the field of overseas development™ 15 not o ba
ansared, apparently, by the revelation of
unsavousy truths, even if the central truth is
that present action is stunting rather than
promating development. After prasyure from the
World Bank and unsuccessful attempts by the
Heectar af GDII Mr. ﬂ.nth;;lnir Tasker, b],r o0l's
Dipactor of Studies, De, Tom Soper, and by
varicus other OD0 officars to persuads Teres
Hayter to play the game and reclache the king,
O refused to publish. Tha present book con-
gists af a beief but effectlve Foreward by BB
Sutcliffe, in which tha bock is placed in its
peneral context; a Preface by Teress Haytor, in
which ane can see that her demyifization has
procaeded rapidly since sha wrote her study fior
OD1; the text, which wae rejected by 0D and
an Appendix entitled *"The Birth and Death of
an QD Stody™, in which is documented, from
comrmuidcation: and memos wiittan by the
people invalved, the socdid busines of the
book's pejection by ODIL.

The whola matter has now become scanathing
of & caws oelebre. The exchanges over the bock
continee. In the mos recent lettar publiched
in The Times (28 Apeil 1971), Donald Tverman,
“a member of the Executive Committes of the
Owecsras Development Institute since it was
fouadad" {his own warda), denies the chame
of prejudice and dishonesty. As a-"former editor
af an Indepandent newspaper” (The Econamist,
as it happaos) he would, he telle us. have respan-
ded ta Warld Bank prassure by publishing,
whataver the cost—""pravided the capy was
worth publishing”. One trembles at the fiarce,
not to gay reckless. integrity af Danald Tyer-

mian and his fellow membears of the Executive
Commiteee. Ales, &t could not be seen in tull,
palsmic operation. For Tereaa Hayier’s many:
soript did not measure up to rigorows 00T
standards:

“But wa coukd not [publish it], for simpla
reascns which have nothing to do with palitics
or pressore. [t judpements, we had reluctantly
to decids, were not derived from the evidence
adduced; ite findings were not findings for the
most part, but asssrtions ™"

And the fAnal sdng:

"That may vary wall do for a readable and
sucessziul Penguin boeak! it wouald not do for an
COI stody."

Hew humbls must be the shade of Sir Allan
Liane bafore such Cympian fastidioumass

Cartainly, few of the many ODI studiss
pubtished s far have been readabla, and nons,
o my knowledge, has bean succassful. To that
axtent Taresa Hayter has braken with a well-
established ODE tradition. Howewer, to give az a
reason for not publishing that the book's
“Tindings were not findings . . . but assrtions”,
is surprizing, since this, I would have thouwght, is
the differentia specifica of OD] publications [f
it were 2 valid reprewmntation the boak would
be very much in the OD] tradition, with the
differsnos that it sxid extremely embarrassing
things about the World Bank. But it is not wabid.
The book 15 well-argued and convinging. To say
that thare was no vielding to World Bank pres
gure is, on the hard evidence adduced in Teress

Hayter's Appendix, plain nonssnss, OF courss,
its non-publication by 0D had everything 1o do
with ““politics and pressure”’ and with ideology.
The Appendix is the mors effective for tha
calm, almoet clinical way in which the episode
is chronicled. The Warld Bank emerges aza
tuthless and determined arganisation, and ODI
with its hberal posturinge end consstance-zalving
dauble-tatk as a pathetic satellite.

But what must ba our objective assessment
of Tereza Hayter's baok? Tt would be foolish ta
react to statements such a5 Donald Tyerman's
by claiming that the boolk (= definitdve and
bayond edolam, Teress Hayter hecielf does
not do se. That it ie worthy of publication, in an
OO series ar anywhere els, is beyond doubs,
For it o have languished under the ODI imprint,
indeed, would hawe been most unfortunate. Its
honesty shines out. Tersga Hayter does not,
howswar, tall us anything that is substantially
new. She ie the first to set out o exdenss and
systematically truths abowt the natuee of foreigm
ald which have become gradually more clear in
the last decade or so. Aid iz one of the meachan-
izmne of nea-colonialism: it is wsd, parvasivaly,
to influence the sconomic policies of recipients;
it & & manns of supparting particular kinds of
political regimee "Leverage”" hasz attempted ta
securs financial stability ot the com of develop-
ment; har subordinated reciplants’ intarests to
tho= of doncrs (mainly those of the USA); haz
tried to prevent farreaching changes in the
eoanamics, palitics and social structures of a
wide range of societiss. Al of this Teress
Hayter shows chrough ber acoount of the acti-
vities in Latio Amedce of thres arganisations
inwoleed i the ald-giving process: [MF, the
Warld Bank and AID. [t i5 iovaluable to have
bier orderly study and her fascinating Appendix.
The swacy 15, howewar, well known. Like Cliver
Twist, cno wants more: more information, more
analyss, more political sconomy.

Teres: Hayter tells us, in her Preface:

"The study is basically a liberal critique of

aid policies. It developed into an sttempt 1o
sxposa the laconsstencies and conflicting moti-
vaticns of these policies. But, at the time when
I wrrote it, I was far from demystified. "' (p.11)
The Preface, indesd | could have been writtan
by an altogather different Taresa Hayter from
the one who wrote the text. What, then, are the
weaknessas of the beral eritique? Teresa Hayter
herself identifies one; “‘the assumption that the
well-being of the peoples of the Third Warld was,
at at least could become, the primary consdara-
tion in aid policies " (p11) Thiais, suraly, valid
wf-eriticiem. Such anassumption, as Tersea
Hayter is will aware, must lead a particular bias
to any analysis In ons sense she transcended
this, in chooging to focas upon 'leverage’’. Bur
the stigmata are there for us ta see. The hook's
titles i& something of a misnomer, since nowhers
in the text is explicit ascount taken of the
naturs, the roots, and the modus cparandi of
conftemporary imperizlizm {or nec-coloniebism,
as it i alternatively called ). Indead, imperialism
isnot, I think, mantioned in the text itsls,
Equally, the study would have gained breadth
and power from some swereness of the cantra-
dictions of modern advenoed capitalizm, from
thoroughgoing use of the coocapts of exploita-
tion and economie surplus, from some considera-
tion of inciplent capitaliem in the countries of
Latin America, and from a mare rigorous
account of the relstionship batwaen aid and the
cther mechanisms of nec-calonialism (Le. trade
and private foreign investment) [t is not that
the admitted assumption leads to the exclusion

af such concepts, but sather that innocence of
the concepts, in the first place, perenits the
assumption b be mads.

In his admirably lucid, seccinet and foroaful
Introduction R. B, Sutchiffe stragesa the nesd
ot

“geapching and sn@tve mquiry, supported
by 2 sophisicated analyele of the political
mechanlens at work " {pué)
in any apalyss of the natwe, impact and opers-
ticn of foreign ald, Abeolutely so. He then
asques that Teresa Hayter haxs supplied this. 1 do
not think that she has, and her own self-
criticism adenits az much. To be sume, she comes

far nearer than do mos writees on add, Thers
are throughout the book numerous kints. Hence
the anpcyancs of the Woeld Bank and [MF, the
prassure on ‘0D, and the suppressian of the
study. Oneg misses, howewer, a searching analysis
of the motives of and conflicts among the sid-
givexs, af the classes which are supported by and
benaefic from zid, of the relationship barwesn
ruch classes and their governments, of the pres
sures within and the intermal working of the
three organisations studied,

This is not the place ta go inte detsil on
these bssues What one would welcoma, howeves,
is & teort from the new, demystifisd Teress
Hayter: as self-confident, a5 hard and as much
o the paoint as she is in her very short Preface.
Let us hope that it will not be long in coming
L.Bt Teresa Haytar's present book be the begn-
nirg.

T. J Byres

The Red Mole, 16th June 1871, Page &
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Why Councils of Action?

Councilk of Aclion are now more necessary
than ever if we are going to fight the Tory
Antl-Union laws. With the sell-out of the
TUC leadership at Crovdon and the more
recent Liaibon Committes debacle there are
no broad-based bodies left 1o carry on the
strupgle excepr the locd Comneils of Action,
Indeed, once the TRB poes through-zs now
e=ms likely —Councils of Action will be cven
more necessary than befors, not only to Aghi
the law but zlso to link up and pive balp 1o
individual smatler strugeles which otheraise
will be igalatéd through the collapse of the
ik movement built ap over the last few
monthe. Of course the fact that this movemant
has now collapsed Is clearly the consequence
afl the TUC piving in and the inahility of the
“left™ leadership to do anything about it.
Thua, Feather iz now talikcing aboul sxchanging
the IREB for an Incomes Policy. This, though,
has not come out of the blue, indeed it is
implicii in parugraph 31 of the TUC's report
o the Croydon Congress, which called on the
T and the Labour Purty to wark out o
“constructive afternative”™ to the [RBE—which
can mean nothing else except an Incomes
Policy, The real alternative of courss 1o the
IRB i= not some other capitalist technique
for exploitation but is Sociatism. Given thiz

if can be seen that the role of Councils of
Action iz mot oply to centrabise the rank and
file fight but is also o peliticize it, so that
warkers do not, for instance, fall tnto the

rap of believing thal the Labour Party {s
eapable of carrying out socialist policies.
Moreover it should be sid that such
Councils are not independent of ar opposed to
the peesent trade umbons—they are nof an
altersative, jusd the reverse—they are 3 way of
ety the rani-and-file sgainst the leader
isip af the unions so o3 to be batter able 1o
carry out the fight apximst the povernment.

How the Counell of Action was Formed in
Manchester

The Red Mole has constantly urged the need
to copstruct local Councils of Action. However
there has been little eoverape of specific
examples. As members of the Manchesiar
Council of Action we have written this
article & that trade unionizes in ather aress
wiho are contemplating (we hope) building
thiedr awn Council can bearn from our ses -
cesses and avoid our mistakes.

The first meeting wos advertized by
leaflets on the demonstration during the
one-day atrike last December 3th. Though
thiz was the larpest of all the antiFunion
laws demonstrations in Manchester it only
attracted 2,500 workers—which shows the
peners] political backwardnesa of Manchester
compured with, sav, Liverpool, Nevertheless
tha very occurrence of such demonsgtations
over the Last few months prosided un
opportunity for publicity for the Councils of
Action which has now been removed,

At the first meeting over 80 trade unionises
turmed up, about half of them white collar
workers In a resolution passed at the end of
the meetiny the nims of the Council wers
declared to he:

I} to proup together 211 tank and Tils
trade unionists in the aren commited to
active oppusition o the Indisteial Relations
Bill, regardless of their trade<union or political
affiliaticns.

2} to develop Hoks with similar bodies in
other Inealities, and to seck affiliztion to the
national Liaison Committes for the Defones
of Trade Tndogs.

) 1o openly oppose any nefreats or cone
promizas by any trade-union leadership or the
T o the fipht agsinst the Rill,

4) 1o waork for o General Strike to foree
the Tomes to withdraw their legislation or
re g,

5] 12 call on all wniong to adopl a policy
of tutal non-cooperation with uny uspect of
the Industrial Relanons Bill,

éito link the sirvaple aminst the Bill

Tha BRead Mala 1Rth Jone 19471 Pacs &

COUNCI LS
THE MANCHEST

with the fight aginst productivity deals,
“Incomes Policies”, attacks on social services,
ete,

7} to organise local activity of all kinds,
almed at expanding working-class oppasition
to the Bill and at further developing practical
working-class solidarity.

Locking back on this rescdulion point 6 was
particularly important in that it a1 feast began
to make some political link between the IRB
amed the povernment’s attack on the Social
Services—thus showing the strugale to be
wider than s purely Trade Union one,
Positive Achievements
The positive achievements of the Councl
have been manv, and it will pechaps be
eazieat {ust 1 list them.

1’y Our peneral agitation has not stopped al
lzafleting the anti-union Marches. Instead on
each successive retreal of the TUC we howe
produced specific leaflets related to mdividaal
indusinas showing how they are perticolarly
affecizd by the IRB. In this way we have bean
a help to workers in, s far, the VETY,
engineering, building, printing, trznaport
industrizs and we have slse produced o loaftet
for the dockers.

23 Our most successiul propaganda ao far
has perhaps becn a3 mesting addressed by
Bernadetee Devlin spacifically on the topic of
"Defend the Trade Usnions™. This sttracted
over 500 people—which was 200 more than a
Confed meating on March 1si, Bemaodette's
speech and the discussion afteraards probably
illustrated for the first time in @ meaningtul
way for many leade tnionists present, the need
1o go beyond the defensive siruggle aminst
the IRE into an offsnsive strugele against
capitalism as such. At the end of the mesting
over 200 people signed forms exprossing
interest in the Councdil of Action:

3) W have had meetings with stowards
and other mititents in the brewing industry
about the TRE -und as a result of this we are
hoping to organisa a local hrewery workers
combdne;

4) The Couneil has also geen the imporienoe
of the struggle of black people and the need to
hammer home the connection balwesn the
IRB {which sims to shackle the wnions) and
the Immigration B0l (which will t2rronse
black workears inte becoming scabs), The
Coungil 15 1o participate as an act of solidarity
in @ demonstration against the Tmmi gation
Bill organized by the Black Unity and Freedom
Party in Manchester on June Sth, Moreaver
sioch pctions are saen as necessary not only to
show solidarity with the black community
but alse because we need to demonstrales to
white workers the anlt-working cliss nature
of racizm,

5) Perhaps the most natewarthy $ucceis
of the Council to date has besn the help it
Tas given 10 the workess on gtrike at Fing
Tubes in Ptymouth. This {8 importuni beczoss
it ghows precisely the sort of rank and file
help workers need to give each other in the
absence of real assdstance from the TU leader-
ship. Moreover it &5 the sorn of help which
will be more and more needed once the IRB
has gane through, the unions sre shackled
and struggles become more isolate, Again
thowgh this is @ case of the Manchester
Council helping workers in Plymouth it shows
what such Councils should alao be doing in
their own locality —indeed, it shows the need
for Coungil of Action in every district.

The Fine Tubesz dizpute has Al the hall-
marks of Raberts-Arundels It iz still going on
after ten months, and the basic dispute is
over TU rights. It Began as o stoike for a
siraight pay increase which the AEF and
T&L later declared officio] after the manage-
meit refused (o negodate. The strikers— 175
of them—were then sacked, and seob luboar
was taken o, The scabs were given an imimed-
it pay increase, and thea later the
minagement took back three of Lhe sitikers,
at a redieced rate and om g written promise
they would not rejoin their union. The
unjons mvoelved —AEF and T&G- hive,
predictably, pven the strikers littha help,

Although they are supposed 1o be the two
most mdlitant unions, they have not even
declared o pational levy: to help the Fine
Tube atrikers (thowgh they “pensioosly™
puy for the hire of cars to rake the sirikars’
repeasantatives ronnd the country on fund-
Tigging tours!

In Manchester, we contagted the strilor
and arranged for some of them o come up
for o few days, and then took them round
varioug factories and sites: Tn this way £750
was miised, Adso, the strikers brought up an
offidal Blacklist wlich was widsly publicised
it the Manchester ares (seo belowr). Al this
could be repeated by ather Councils of Acton,
Moreover, cur experence heore I3 that by
inviting the strilers up we were even ahle o
jressurise the locul AEF officials into helping
—which in a small way shows that it is pos-
sible, throueh militunt rank-and-file activity,

lex gl conesssions from trade union offisialdom,

{ Though we muat admit that the T&G
afficials here were more obstinate and
refuszd to help at all).

Mistakes to Avoid
Though we have had quite a lo! of sueossses
g0 [ir we hive also mode some mistakes Wa
hope that others can kaam from these as much
as from owr succeses. Again it is perhaps
easiest jusl to list them

[} Militante should aoe be friightened of
emphasising right at the begioning that the
fight uguinst the Bill is & politfeal Tight and
that Councils of Action are  pofitice! bodies.
It should be expliined that the attack on the
trade unions 5 not @ “migtake™ or a “wicked
plot™ by this particular Tory government but

DEMOMNSTRATIONS ON THEIR OWHN AR

is the result of the present mess cepfolism s
in—ind (his is precisely why the Labour
poversunent tried to Bring in a simnilar messuee
(und will do so sgain if reclected, thoush
perhaps in the guise of anather Tncomes
Policy). Indecd, it is precisely this political
approgch of the Councils of Action which
distinguished them fram the official Trads
Unioa Jeadership—and it iz only through such
an approach that moat milicants who come in

contsct with Coundls of Action can be
poditically cducated (the existing socialist
groveps are Loo smatl o do this on their seml
Mow the Council in Mancheslst has always
JTormuily acknewledzed that the stropsle is g
pulitical one. Experience has shown, however,
that this purely formal scknowledpement is
rot enough beczuse what hos nol emerged has
been wny repl political discuszion abour what
we ute Joing and what we should be doing.
For instance, # supgestion that at cecasional,
thovigh repulur, intervals politieal speakers
should be invited 1o talk oo some topic
related to the TU strugole, hag never been
implemented. The geveral Fxilure to sec on
the on the scknowledpement that the anti-Bill
strugeie was political has played an important
part-in some of the ather mistakes that have
cccwrred. And it has also resulied in oecasional
friction within the Council because conflicts
of ideas which have inevimbly cropped wp
have never heen able to be clearly srriculated
at what are ol the moment essentially business
meelings, It is only natwral that members of
the Couneil will have different political viess
most, if oot all, of which will have same
merit and he worth listening to, However,
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unless there is the opporiunity for such views
i be chesrly expressed there will be un-
neceasary and Treqeently counler- productive
wranpgling, The Couwnciis of Action will only
be able to po forward if they are, in part, a
forum for open political discusion,

21 The Council has recently developed 2
tendency towards creating (s own bureaucracy,
Thus at the mesting immediately follosing
Bernudette Devlin an Exeoutive Commitlee for
the Couneil was eleated, However it was created
without a clesr smandste for neither itz powers
nor il weaponsibilitics were ever really defined.
I'he big danper of this vagueness is that an BC
o ereatad might fose confact with the rest of
the members. [n curparticular case this has
been mede warsa, the Commitles hes the me-
sponsihility of calling the next full meeting of
the Council, which at the tme of writing hus
not met for fouwr weeks, alfer previonsly
meating weakly, This long timegap has meani
thut, with cwents atill mowing quite quickly . the
Cormimiltes fpevitadbdy finds itself in a position
where it kar to take deciaons withouot con-
sulting of invalving the rear of the members. One
impuriant instance of this is the cose of the
Felam steel works, which iz ta be closed undsr
the cursznt Britizh Stegl ritionalisation. A
rle g wis hormiedly arranged in Ielam, by
Lhe E’E, to coincide orith a march which took
place there, Mo, of course, that it is wrang Tor
the Council of Asticn 1o mvalve itselfl in
Irlam, Bur ir i wromp thut it was done withoul
the membership discussing the invidsement,
without then belng invelved in the working out
ol astratepy to fght the closurers amd
unetnployment, without thein Baving sven

meeting—af a sub-eommittes ob lelam.
Whatever the result of the [ilam meeting,
it 35 obvious that, to avedd the danger of it
degenarating into somatling rzeemhbling most
Trade Councils, every effor must be made o
involve the members actively in the discussions
and work of the Council of Action. OF coures,
cases will pbwaye arize in which the EC has (o
take an initiative az s matter of urpency, bot
the meetings mwsi be held more fTeqeently than
once g month if the exclusion of members from
pe Uelpation in the Cownels regular work (s
tor b avoided,
31 Although we involved ourselves in Irlam
e hill.'l:' nal vel |_J-¢|_-:'|| W | |_'|;~rr|_t_-:|‘| wilh the dhut-
doarn of British Steel at Cpenshaw—in

Manchester proper which means doo redundan-

cizs, What is more, taro Council members work
there, an d it woield seem thatl o hasic teek of
Councils of Action is to toy to defend their own
mailers.

43 We huve wlso maode the mistske of coming
ta decisions and either half carrying them oot
or not doing so et all, For exomple, & shop-
ateward was vicitimizad at Salford Electrical
Indlizstries, & deesion to help with her defence
was taken, hut it was never properly followed
through.

33 The bst of people who lawe shown
inferest in the Coundl is werw targe. but no
progsar effort has been made o wight them and
dizcuss whal the Council should be Juing su
far ad they werc concerngd. This fallure to
ke in touch with gotential ativiats was
particularly marked after the Bernadetie
Devlin meeting—at the next meeting there
were only sbout GiMeen new Taces, While we
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draw new activists mito its ranks only throagh
fruit fulactivity, it seems that adequate
attention o following up interested people
would bring to light new fields of activicy,
ensure that the Councl was betier-informed of
dovelopmants within the labous movermsent, and
also possibly bring in new forces.

; Role of the Communist Party

One big handicep not of our own making i3

the virtunl son-nvolvement of Communist
Party militanes as 3 result of the official policy
of the Manchester CP. This i3 & result of the
bankrupt approach of the national leadership
of the CP—a leadership which, after making
melitant moises throwgh the Lialgon Commictes,

in one areg can be usefal in another, dnge
strength in ong ares can be used to reinforce
weakness cliewhers, gince the national Lizxison
Commities has chosen (o bury itself until
ABF ponference, thera iz 3 vital need for
Coungils of Action, Lisisoh Committees,
Action Commil tees— or whatever else we
choose to call owr orpansations-— o bagin,
1% vel ooly modestly, to establish links,
exchange information, and prepure for con-
certed action in the batlles shead.

Stan Higginson - TEWE (Eagineering)

Jim Shepherd —Unired Rood Transpor

Hal Bishop ASH

Sreve Colen  —NUT

gives up the fight a few wesks after Croydon,
For them, given ther complete reliance on
“|eft” lazdérs such as Scznlon and Jones, such
1 capitulation was inavitable! once Jonses and
Scanlon accepled the dictates of the right-
wing leaders, the CP was unable (o carry on.

S one of the things any Coungil of Action
has to do is to imvolve i its sctivities the great
body of shop-floor militants in the Communist
Party. ln Manchester we have had one o1 two
such cases —in fact, the Council’s treasurer i35 8
Party member. In the long run, however, what
i vilal is 10 have 8 strategy [or winning
significant numbers of CP activizis to the
Councils of Actions; while such o strategy
can't be elaborated in detail hare, it is clear
that if will'he pecessary to demonstrate to
them [n practice that the Councils are doing
sericus, useiful work,

Whaere Now?

Taken as & whole, the work of the Council of
Action in Manchester has been as successful as
we coild have hoped, What i necessary now—
and what we have tried to do—is to learn

Troam oar mmistakes and then 1o build on oue
SUCCEES.

We have still 1o fight the TRB-for no opa
glze will; we are working in a fate ful vacuum,
Maogeover, Councils of Action will be needed
even puore once the Bill has pone through, in
order to carry on the fght and to bock the
varioas separate struggles which will pecur Mo
one else will do that either; the CPwon't, aned tl'u:1
groups to the left of the CP are too small to
dix it on their oam. Inoa eertain sense, thowgh,
the facl that Councils of Action are operating
in a vacuum is a gtrength; having the field to
themselves, they huve the potential of develop-
ing very wide inNuence, ot of proportion wo
their numerical strength,

It saems that these are thres key ficlds of
setivity which, anyhow, the Caouneils of Action
rouat undertake, and which offer the possibility
of realising thiz potencial.

1) The prepuration of miss support for
getioit to win the foctheoming Engincering pay
clarm -a Breakthrough here would encourage
millicns of other workers to fight the Tories
with renewed vigour

23 Campaipring within the trade uniens for
organisation of the unemployzd —at the
mcrmen t, this is leTt to the Claimanis’ Uinong
{see the Red Mola Val 2 Mo 8), which are
heteropenaous on o naticnal scale, numericlly
weak, and —necessarily —short of money. 1t is
in the anterests of trade unionists o see thal
thay arpanise and defend the unamployed, T6r
onlv the frads uniops have the resources and
the tighting power to dodr—aid o they funk the
Forby, (here will be no shorlzape of dahiisi de-
magopues who will seek to organise the
unemploved against the wnions,

31 The houzing problem (=e The Red Mole
Wil 2 Wo %), which capitalism can never solve
eved b the basc of thmes, will becoms much
moTe accuts in the coming months and vears,
Working wormen and working class mothers,
particalarly on council estates, will face the
problems not oply of rising rents kot alzo of
the shortape of nuerserics and other facilitios,
riging fares coupled with deteriorating tranaport
services ele eic. Yet anly through involving the
trade unions—as if shown by the defeat of
innumerahlz rent stnkes, and the relatively fow
vigtories —can tenants” orpanistions hope to
win. Forseeing the problein, Councilz of Action

should prepare nowr. And. since all of these
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Transpont and Dstributon stlil desling with Fine Tubss
These firms have besn told oboat aur affcial Des-
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GPUH i tanker WHOI96D, Fonl Tmnst ¥a, FOOTE

8F, Ford Escort KOOE 146, Laod Bover RPG 545 NI

Y117

Tranaport Companies duﬂnf witth Fine Tobsa:
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silpe, Nr. Bradiand MY 4501
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Timik Twyfard Winchester Picneer Transport, Beer,
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Cyprion Fox, Newpaord,

Wood by Chileot,

Heristal Mon

Chapmans’, Ladbury, Pikcz & Song. Stowemarket,
Herefiordehise Rotherham
Dristributors & Cuglomers

Lo Moor Stecks, Tube Sales Lid, Souih-
Bradfond .ﬂ'il.;m..
Obipumnes Sreela, Tube Sales Led. Hollamd
Hradfarl Fine Tubes Lid.. Plymoul
Rank Xerca, Brisdol John Cashmare, Walsall
Superior Tuhe Co., Sabre Sportywear, Plymaouth
Migristown, Pen: USA Syerons Comell, Plymoeih
(Fine Tubes Groupsh P M. Steels Lod, FEA Lid
B, Browm, 5 Abamiolum Supply Co
wick, Birmmgham. Britisk Aluminiem Stock-
R ichard Wallington, hoalders These four Cos, sl
EBritish Crane Hire Cort 2t PLE A House, Allsim Way,
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Crarset Metals, Lilleshall, Coventry,
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British Syphoen Ca.., Zaffren Waldan,
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EXTRACT FROM WESTERK MORMING NEWS &
EVENIMG HER&ALD-FLYMOUTH 18271

“Any werkens who continos ta toke sympothatic
industrinl action in support of the strikers in diapue
with Fine Tabea, Mvmouth, wil sof bo lable 10 actien
far aivil damages wheo the Cavemment s conironeersial
Indusizial Rslations Bill bepomes law lader this year.

Assarances to thie effect given by Sir Geaffrey
Hawe, the Solicitor-General, i the Comitons sl
oight, wene Badled e o “chink in the armour™ b
Or. Dovid Oresn, Tahour M. P -for che Sutron Divisom
of Plymonth.

The Minister admnitied thnt tbs Fine Tubes strike,
ey tarms ond conditions af emplovmenr, 'n.:mlh'.'l
e regarded under the wering of the Bill ag o “Tal
strike™, umid he added! “Sacondary strkes in support,
arin sempathy with Har, semeadn Cale, ™

Dir. Okwen streassd the importance af the Minister's
setement as o matter of principle for the Fine
Tubes atelkeors, WHal wham Rad bem niaintalolng
the sirike simee June of last year, and they had been
helpzd by sempnchetic nction taken by other mofkors
who bad “blacked " Flee Tubes products made by
what trade unionises i ns “blackleg™ Inbour,

Symipathetic nction in sapport of the Fine
Tubgs slrikess had been laken by workems empkived
by the Atomic Energy Authority amd by sircruft
enginces a1 Brisol,

D, Oravem uniderlined ths diffsculties in mxintain-
ing n etrike such as that ot Fine Tubes in an aees of
wamparatively high unemplorment, and complainsd
that che strikers were not recefving faiv treatment
Lreen ee Depattisent of Employibanl

[ some respect, he sasd, i seemesd that ihs
Department waa serhvely helping the eoployars
Al the vary least, the mistbg ow was being i
tiogicolhy.

My Dhudley Smalth, Usder-Seeretary for Employ
ment, mierdeod o my: ""The Deéparinmeod musE
inderpmat the w as it is at the momenL™

Desplee thea: fing worda Eeom th Solciter General,
the Fine Tuhes dispute is shll concmuing, and all
Trade Lnionisds ar: ssked to suppert our offor
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CUBA

A NECESSARY BALANCE SHEET

| The following &article was writhen
ne fhe Intrcduction to & collection of
documents and other materials relni-
ing 1o the Cuban revolution projected
for publication in France as & book.
The translation s by [frtercomiineenial
Fress. |

The stage when Cuba weas the oh-
Jeet of unconditional admiration in
wide circies of the vanguard s now
paEssed. Unfortunately, thoss persons
who previcusly indulged in apologet
ics, mow most often prefer to make
summary condemnations, to say noth-
ing of those who bave simply turned
the page Cubs no longer being con-
sldered In siyie. Thus, It i8 up to the
Trotakylai movemeni once sgain to
do the work of analyzing and evalu-
aling & revolutionary experiment,
which, whatever vicisaltudes the future
may hold, will go down in history as
one of the erucial experiences of our
dye

The genesin of the Cuban revolution,
B vicfory, and the events of the [irs
decade in the [ife of the Cuban work-
ers sfale have constihuted a crucial teal
of the revolutionary movement's con-
ceplions and orientations. Like ali
great historical turning points, the Cu-
bas revolution has swepl away a
oumber of old nostrume, false or am-
biguous wviews, and cutmoded sche-
mas, and has made it posslble to,
galn & betler understaoding of the
fundamentsl tendencles in (his stage
in thelr eomplexity and richness.

Al the same l.!:l'l:'l.E'1 the expericnce of
ihe Cuban revolutlon has expossd
more clearly the limitations and con-
tradictions that connot be esceped by
&8 workers state in the present intar-
nalional context, In the conlext of &
relatlonship of forces prevailing not
only between imperializrm and the rev-
olutlon but also within the noncap-
ltalist front.

The writings we are publishing give
& precise analysis of the meaning and
fundarmental fessons of the Cuban revs
olution, Thue I need only recapitulate
them briefly here,

1. The Cuban revolution marked o
criticel turn fof an entire contineni
and in this sense, desplie the amall-
ness of the country, ity importance La
comparahle to the Russian and Chi-
nese revolutloss, The wery exlsience
of a workers state in Cuba has repre-
gented, and —In spile of the present
difficulties — has not ceased 1o repre-
dent, s powerful facior in promoting
the crigia and weakenlng of imperial-
ism, and objectively asnisting the rev-
olutionary struggle in an exceptional
Y.

If it had not been for Fidel Castro's
victory, ten yeers of Latin American,
history would hawve been radically dif-
ferent. The profound crisls of the rul-
Ing classes and leading groups, the
icreverslble decline of the petty-bour-
geols reformist nationalist movements,
the riee and maturing of new van-
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guards — all this would not vel have
oceureed, or would not have develop
ed so rapidly or exiensively.

Ewven in Africa and Asia, the lesaons
of the Coban revelution have left o
considerable imprint and helped fo
produce and develop revolutionsry
movemente and cadres, This is still
more frue lor the advanced eapitalisr
couniries, especially Western Europe,
In Eurcpe, as is well known, maobili-
z2alions 1o defend the Cuban revalu-
tlon marked n stoge in the rise of the
young venguards which later sformed
onto the politieal arena In May 1968
in Framce and in 1868-70 in [Haly.
For lta part, the Fourth International
has no reason (o minlmize the impor-
tmnee Cuba has had for it. In France
in partcular, if it had not been for
Cuba and for Che Guevarm, the JCR
[deunesse Communlalz Révolution-
nalre — Hevolutlonary Communist
Youth| would not have experienced
ita rapid rise, nor would the Ligue
Communiste [Communist League, the
French section of the Fourth Inter-
nationsl be what it is today,

2, Thanks to the Cuban revolution,
not only relatively limiied vanguard
sirata but abowe all, broad masses
of workers, peasants, radicalized petty-
bourgesls, ond pleheian elements on
the [ringes of the productive process
have become conscious of the funda-
mental polideal and sockal antago-
nkems ihat exist and of the posalbility
of defesting thelr Mo, 1 enemy, the
all-powerful imperialism of the 1.5
HSuch a statement might seem 8 com-
monplace today, Bul no revolutionist
who koew what Latn America was
like before Cuba will minimize the
Importanes of the change that haae
ocurred.

At the same time, the Cuban revolu-
tion sohjected to & practical test all
the arguments about the namee of
the Latin American revolution, mrgu-
ments which no amall number of phil-
lstines had considered sterile and scho-
lastic. HRefuting the conceplions sup-
ported by the Stalinists, reformists,
and cenirists of every airipe, living
cxperience has shown the arblirariness
and fallaclouaness of the postulaie that
there i 8 bourgeois-democratic stage
of the revolutlon as distinet frem the
sccinlist one and that revolutionists
can and must ally themeelves with the
do-called natlonal bourgeolsie

The Cuban revolution very gquickiy
revealed it  permanent characier,
breaking not only with imperialiam
but aleo with the indigenous "national”
bourgeois rullng classes and “growing
over’ uninlerraptedly into a socimliat
revolutlon. - Paradoxleally (although
the paradox la only apparent), thils
"growing over”™ occurred even belfore
those who gave impetus fo It scemed
to realize what was happening.

3. The victory of the Ejdrcito Re-
belde [Rebel Army’ was an additional
proof of the absurdity of all the the-
orizing about "democeatic® or "peacehal
roads to socialivm” (which is still more
ridleuious In counirles lacking the par-
llamentary losfiutions whoae presenece
in Western Burope might offer argu-
ments 10 the advocates of thess oppor-
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tunisl views). This wictory mlso im-
plisd more specific lessons about the
possible forme of a revolutlonary
breakihrough in the given Latin Amer-
ican context In this area, dlscussions
have been lively from the beginning,
and they are conHouing now, al
though the polemic has entered & new
phase.

Correctly, the Cuben leaders, &nd
Che Guevara especially, relected the
thesls that the Cuban revelution was
exceptional, This postulate in pracies
wal & smokescreen not only for Sta-
linists, reformists, and cenirists whose
formulas had collapeed miserably but
alao for those who, on paper, declared
their support for armed siruggle in
very generous terms, without, how-
wver, drawing the regquired conclusions
about the specific miilory kesks of the
movement and the concreie cholee of
methods, 1o other words, the Cubans
checkmated all thege routlnlar and con-
servative atftudes based, in the Last
apalysis, on &8 mechanistic use of bis-
toricnl amalogies and on A spontandiat
donception of the mass revalutionary
upsurge and the insurrection leading
o the conguest of power.

Despite all superficial and one-sided
Imterpretations, the victorlous owteorme
of the revelutionary struggle confirm-
ed the need for a revolutionary party.
It showed that the existence of a van-
guard, sven weak at firsi, but capahle
in o revolutlonary or prerevolution-
ary contex{ of clearly expressing the
interests and asplrations of the masses
and establishing real links =i least
with some layers of the population,
is the decisive condition for success,
In lta own entirely epeeclal forms,
which mmy prove to a large extont
unigue, the Cuban revalution argues,
despite mppeoarsnces, agalnst any de-
nial of the Leninist concepl of Lhe
party.

4, On the internationel level, the im-
perialist ouack wvery gqulckly gave im-
petus to the dynamic of permansnt
revalution Iln the Cuban process. It
wes aboye all after this attack that
the leading group understood that Cu-
ba could sscape the deanger of sitan-
gulation and mililery aggression only
by lotegrmtng itself into the worldwide
revalutionary procéss. As 8 resull the
Cubpn govermment began to establish
lndiﬂpznuﬂ.h]l& alliances with the other
waorkers states. In this, it scught to
form 4 bloe above all with couniries
like Viemam snd Morth Horen, which
were also in the [rool line of the con-
frontation with imperlallsm. And for
the most part @t retained itn political
independence in the fece of the most
powerful bureaucrzfic lsaderships,

At the same time, and this is still
more importanl, Cuba vigorously as-
surned ihe role of slandard-bearer of
the entire Latin American revalufion,
Che Guevara's enterprise In Bolivia,
rogardlees of how you aswess his spe-
cllie choices and methods, has bean
the mosl spectacular expression of the
internetlonalist orientation of the Cu-
ban revolationlsts, who are cleacly
aware thai their fale la Indissclubly
linked with that of the revolulion on

o eontinental seala,
| B

The historlc importance of the Cu-
han revoelullen and the unquestionable
gqualites of Sidel Casiro and the lead-
ing grouy arcund him cannot lend
eevolutoniste to soff-pedal the limita-
tlons, coroadictions, and possible
negative tendencies  that appear,
whethe: they flow from objective con-
ditior » or from deficlencies of a sub-
jective arder. Again, I will Hmit my-
gelf 1o a few brief recapitulations,

1. In genernl, the new productyve
relations hawe broughi conslderable
sconcmic development, permitting a
wary substanbal improvement ln the
overall standerd of living of the muse-
e [among aother things, by eliminat-
lng the scourge of unemployment and
underemployment and by eliminating
Miterecy and Imtroduciog universml
education),

Howewver, the inltiel underdevelop-
ment, &ll the westiges of the lypical
conditdons of & backward society (an
inadeguate technical and culiural lev-
el, a8 limited number of technlciane
and spocislists, the survival of habils
belonging (o0 a preindusteial sochety,
eie.), and the lmperlalist blockade
could nof help but cause very grave
difflewlties and fenslons, at the sama
time producing an Inevitable econom-
ic dependence on the Soviet Unlon.

The deficlencles in systematic deyel-
opment «af projects and economle
plans; exoggerated voluntarist no-
tione, eapecially in certain periods; the
adopHon of some cxeessive sxpro--
prigtlon measures o the distributdon
sector, whose consequences Ffor the
economy are undeniable and whose
politica] and socinl justifleation seems
dublous) some concesslons (6 ulopian-

iem in the concepton of the phoase of
trangition from ceplialism to eocial-
lem and to communlem, underestime-
ing material sHmull — &1l these factors
aggravated the objectlva difficulties
and contradictions by helping to pro-
duee the fallurce of the atlemp! o har-
veal 10,000,000 tons of suger and
the fensions that have &risen mare
generally over the course of the last
year,

2. Cuba haes not guffersd a process
of bureauératc dEHr_u.EtE‘I:i.r_'nn like thai
sulfered ln varlous forme by the East
Buropean and Asian warkers staies,
and the reglme hns been able to base
imelf on powerful mass mobillzations.
But the fendency that has manifested
itgelf from the beglnning to prolong
and oven give & general theoretieal
value to fluld pobitdesl and Instdodon-
al relationships, crowned by a direct
rapport berween the lemdar nnd the
masses, could not fall to have very
negative impleations in the long rum.

In other words, Cuba lacks a struce
tared revelutonary government of the
sovier type, that is based on organs
wubject o election and recall al any
dme, cocrdinated from top to botom
and from the perlphery lo the eenter,
capable of nssuring administration of

continued over
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the simte by the worker and peasant
Furthermore, for long vyears the
| leading group has allowed the unions
— an easential inetrument for defend-
lng the Interesis of the workers even
§n ihe ‘transitional phase—to remaln
‘wnder the =onatral of the old Stallnlst
bureecerats of the PSP [Perddo So-
pialista Popular — Feople's Socialist
party, thz name of the Communis
“paity r der Batistal, even relegating
‘them, dn hasty generalisations, o an
snsentially ypagandiste role of ex-
bortlng the workers to grealer pro-
duetivity,

Finally, the Cuban leaders' siate-
ment of the need to bulld a Marxisi.
Leninist party, accompanbed at the be-
gloning by origlnal atiempts at coun-
tering the dangers of bureaucratize-
tlon, has oot been tranelated inlo
#ction except io an absclutely insuffl-
clent degree. It 8 aymbollc that ten
years afler the conquest of powar, the
firat congress of the party has yet to
be held.

In these conditions it bas been diffl-
cult for the vanguard of the proletnriat
$o Bceompllah s masks in reality. And
more generally, the worklng class has
besn able to exercise 18 hegemony in
the soclz' only very paauady ar
through Hpet lotermediaries,

% The abeence of revoluticnary
democratic structures a1 the top levéls,
the inadeguacy of the unions and
giiive amimations n the luncilonlng
of the party have lefi volds which,
fr one way or another, had to be
illed. Thus & sratums of leaders and
functicoaries has progresaively been
created, which in pracice has |nier-
preied the decisions made by the kead-
ing group &l the top w0 suil uw own
narrow intefeeis.

In & stmation fhar— despile the his
taric advance indicated ahove—re
mained maorked by scarcity, to entrust
ke Ieading functHons o a narrow
giratum nevitebly meant the develop-
mant of conditlons of priviiege and the
meninlity sssociated with them.

There b no doubt thal soclal differ-
eptiation and privieges are atill ver,
Iimited and, In any cass, qualitatively
different from those 'n the Sowviet
Unlon, the people's dern. .crackes, and
gven Chins. Differentlation, however.
~does exist and a dangerous politcnl
and socigl dyoamic is operating, This
in 2l the more dangerous because the
embryonic Cuban bureaucratic sirata
enn lake advantage of the relationship
of forces on the intermational level,
and, more precisely, the convergence
betwesn their imterests and their as-
pirations and the tnlerests and aspira-
tions of the bureaucratic caete lao the
USSR, which for well-known reasons
i mow able to subject Cuba to all
sorts of pressures, if nol actual black-
mall

4. The revolutionary and antibu-
reaucratic orlentations of the Cuban
leading group, lt8 lotiefives 1n Latin
Amerles, 1te polemica with the Lom-
miunist parties and the Soviet leader-
ship itselfl have made a powerful con-
tribution to the eriste of Stalinism and
the buresucralle organisations of the
{nternational workere' movement,

However, because of their education
and the condifloning they have under-
gone, the Cuban leaders have notac-
gaired —have not shown—a rounded
upderstanding of the phenomenon of
the buresucratization of the Commu-
nist partles and the degeneration of
transitionnl societies. This theoreiicnl
deficienty has had serious practical
implications and will have more in
the future i 1t is mot overcome ln
ime. This is why the pevolutlonary
Marxists of the Fourth Internationszl
pose this problem clearly.

Thelr lack aof clarlty about the ne-
ure af the Communlal partes has led
tne Cubmn lemdera several times to
harbor Uluelons mbout the possibility
of these partles eonfributing te ed-
vancing the revolutionary sTuggle in
Latin America, The most dramalic
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reaph an pgreement with the Holivian
Communists durlng the guerellln
struggle led by Che Guevara. In this
way, the Cubans' analytical and meth-
pdologienl deficizncles in approaching
the problem of the oature of the bu-
renucrafized workers siates played a
large role in their stand on the nva-
pion of Czechoalovakin, And this po-
sition in practice led them to line up
with Moscow and the most conserva-
thee (and most anti- Castroist ) Commu:
nigl parties. |

There s no need for me to recall
nere how mueh much an attitude dam-
aged the prestige and influence of the
Cubans, both mmong the masses ln
the workers stmies oppressed by bu-
reaucratic domination and the young
vanguards that are the driving force
of the new upsurge in the most Indus-
trinlized capitalist countries. In the
case of these new wVanguards more
specifically, the Castrolst leading
group's reticent aitltude toward the
May 1968 events in France also
played & negative role

&, The historle Impetus that the Cu-
ban revalution goave (o the Latin
American revolution and the aid the
Cuban workers smaie has assured the
revolutioniets of the continent canncl
cvershadow the negallve facts at the
i cof the crisis in relations betwean
the Castroist leadership and a serles
of movements that were inspired by
Castrolsm ot the tme of thetr forma-
don.

On the level of generalizations and
siretegic guldelines, the Cubans gave
s boost to erronecus or af least one-
sided interpretations of the Cuban rev-
glotionary experience iteell (for ex-
ample, inErpreiations soft-pedaling
the mass influesce Fidel Castro al-
ready had before the landing, the effect
the existence of the ant-Hatists move-
meni in the cites had on the develop-
ment of the armed struggle, ete ) At
the same time, In the attempt to refabe
— which was the right thing to do—
opportunist theorizing sboui ihe ex-
ceptionaliam of the Cuban road, the
Havana leadership went to the poinl
of ignoring of seriously undereaibmat-
ing the achial peculiar conditions in
vaolved, which very probably will mot
he assembled in & revolutionary strug-
gle in any other countries. (I nead oal v
note, onee agaln, the attiude of o
part of the Latin American bhourgesi-
sie that believed the Batista regime
had no future and expected Fidel Cas-

tra, ance In power, to follow the ira-'

Jectory of other leaders of peity-bour-
genis movements in the area. }

Similarly, while starting off from
a correcl assesement of the revolution-
ary tenelons on & continenial fevel
and the wnguestoneble necessity of
refuting the tendentious analyses of
the reformisis and centrists, the Cu-
bans formulated an ambiguous and
schematic theory of the foco [guercilla
nucleus!, In this way, they promoted
{lusions ln many revolutlonists, who
had courage bul no political teaining
or links with the masses, that they
could repeat the experience of the Si-
err& Maestrn ms #con 28 A minlmum
of “techmical” conditions were Assem-
bled. It g true that thls theory has
been mont ayeiematically and explici-
Iy stated in Régis [ebray's Htlo book:
It 8 aleo true that Cuban documents
of approximately the eame date [no-
tahly the report of the Cuban delegn-
Hon to the OLAS conference) are
markedly different from Debray’s
book. Morsover, CGuevara also bad
many remarks to make about this
work-

This does nof take sway from the
fmci, howewer, thai the success of
Bepolucidn én fa revolzcidn? was due
te Cwhmn publicity and support, which
it would be legltimaie to lnerprel 48
approval. Heme we iouch again on
the negative conseguences of the Cu-
ban leaders' theoreiicnl weakoness,
thelr empiriciam both in the way they
erlileized the Communist pardes wod
in the way they have approached the

wital gquestlon of the revalutionary
party.

Régis Debray's book, which oo one
defends today but which was greeted
with wveritable rave enthusiesm when
il appeared, was well ‘suited to glve
the maximum encoursgement o the
adventurist and spontandst endencies
already widespread In Latin Amerlca

i the aftermath of Fidel Casiro's vic-
tory. The price the revolutonary
movemeni has pald for these srrore
hes not yet been fully assessed, bul
if is & high one

i,

As one of the articles Included In
his wvolume? points out, the Cuban
revolution has entered into & cruclal
phase, where opposing conceptions
and forces are Jocked in conflict This
struggle has an international dimen-
glan becpuse the relationship of forces
batween the magses and the embeyonic
bureaucratic straia lo Cuba B also
influenced by the relationshlp of forees
on the world scale {and at this level
fhe most powerful bureaucratic foree,
the ruling casie in Moacow, atll has
very greal respurces and considerable
margin for manguver).

Only windbags or ignoramusce can
underestimate the terrible difficultss
of bullding seclallem in the sliwation
that exisis (it mus! not be forgotien
for one instant that, over and above
any possibla mectical pretenses, Yan-
kee Imperialism remains on a war
footing ). But those who refuso to &c-
cept the outlook of resigning them-
selves to buresucrate degeneration
and o opportunistic softening of pol-
ey iwhich in the lasi moalysis would
isoiate the regime from the masses and
maks e mlanpd more vulnerable to
possible imperiallst atincks) Are vir-
tually duty bound te iry to offer solu-
tlons,

It is necessary to malntaln an ex-
ceptional productlve effort for & pro-
longed period {this is the only way to
gusrantes that the nesds of the people
will be progressively metl. This In-
volves rationalming the economy. And
to accomplish this, rajsing the produe-
tivity of labor I§ & sine guo nomn The
lendership must rely on constantly
mobilizing and activating the mosses.
And it ean do this only by profoundly
reorganising the workere sials on &
revolutionary democratic pattern that
can enable the working class and the
méagses ln general to participate In
fact in administering the political and
pconomic affairs of the eouniry.

The posions Fidel Castro has iak-
¢n, especielly minee he was forced to
recognlze the failure of the campalgn
to harvest 10,000,000 tons of sugar,
indicare that &t least a pmrt of the
lending group k8 consclous of the ten-

dencles at work and of the necessity

to wage n determined bame for work-
ers' democracy, The reorganizadon of
the unlons by holding slectlons at the
varlous leveli represents a first step.
A shake-up has occurred here In pre-
clsely the sector whers the old and oew
bureaucrats wers entrenched.

On the level of statements, what Caas-
iro sald in a recent specch { December
7. 18970} evoking the historic expert
ences of the Parln Commune and the
aoviets in the Husalan revolotion s
ilgnifleant He affirmed the nesd no-
tably for “manifold forms of represen-
tagion through which citizens can be
represented in differsnt ways® and for
a perapective of developing instination-
al structures that cin enable the peaple
to "parilcipate through thelr direct
representatives in Iraming laws &nd
mensures of the revolutlonary govern-
ment.”

If the leading group resolutely pur-
sues thia course, does not put off Im-
plementing i, and draws much mare
than in the past on the already long
hlstoricn] experience of the world
workers' movement, il ¢an make a
contribution to  blocking dangerous

endencies and creating the precondi-
Hons for exemplary soclalist construe-
ten.

It goes without saying that & posl-
tive evolutlon would be condidonal
af the same time on adopting an
arlentation corresponding lo the nesds
of the Latn American revolutonary
movemgnt in this stage. The attitude
aof the Cuben leaders in this regard
seame to conflem thet they are holding
to a prudent course, prolonging thels
pause for reflection.

Al any evenl, It seems, on the one
hand, that certain "Debrayist” concep-
tlons have been abandoned or 8ol
galde: on the other, that & very definibe
effort U belng made Lo explolt the sihe-
glion cremted by the turm ln FPeru,
Allende’s vietory in Chile, and—to
a lesser extent— Torres's coming to
power In Bolivia.

Mo revolutionist ¢an fnd fault with
the Cuban government for it ettempts
it explolt differences and criees aris-
ing in the enemy front and to break
the economle, military, and diplomatic
blockade. What would be very nega-
tive would be any Inclination toward
giving theoretical justifications for op-
poriunist concesslons and, sl worse,
any subordinadon of the needs of
long-term revolullonary strategy 1o
the conjunctaral nesds of Cuban siate
pollcy.

In the case of Peru, for example,
it is proper for the Cubans fo explait
the openings offered them by the orien-
tatlon of the present military reglme.
But what &8 unacceptable is character-
izing the Peruvian army as “revolo-
tlonary" and forgetting io fact every-
thing that the OLAS documents and
Che Guevara explained aboul the ne-
jure of the revolution ln Latin America
and the impossiblity of relylng oo
alliances with the so-called oational
bourgeoisle.

As regards the struggles of revolu-
tionlsts in Latin America more direcl-
ly, after m period of partial reticence,
the Cuban press ls again devoling
considerable space to the activity of
organizaiions conducting armed
struggle (fArst of all in Uruguay, Ar-
gentina and Brazil). And in his speech
tast July 28, Fidel Cestro also devol-
gd conslderable attention o this sub-

[

Bul what the Lalln American revo-
lutionists are waliing for is & redefing-
Hon of the Cuban position regarding
orlenistlons and methods of struggle.
A wait-and-see aftitude, which would
ultimméely, If il berame oo prolonged,
mean optng for emplricism and spon-
fanélam, is no solution whatever for
& leadershlp whose responilbilites nre
directly proportional to lis prestige
end which Itsel! has e vital intereat
in seslng revolutionery wvictories In
Latin America |n the near future

I am convinced that the Cuban rev-
alutton has not yet shown lts potential-
Ites. Thie ls why I have drawn atten-
tHon to the tmsks which, In my oplnlom,
the Cuban leaders must accompilsh.
This ls why todey more than o the
past, in determining thelr perspectives
and orlentations, the Latin Amerlcan
revolutionaey Marxists will be in-
spired by &n awareness of their duty
through their anti-lmperialist and
anticapitalisi sruggle to delend the
Cuban workers state. After ten years,
this réeglme bas not ceased 1o repre-
gent the boldest and chesklest chal-
lenge to the most powerful lmperial-
iem 1n the history of the capitallst
aystem.

I, Az tfhe Fourth [mermatonal did ool
fail 1o stress ot the Hme, Fldel Castro's
August 1968 speech nlso contained a rath-
er shorp criticium of the burenicracy’s
misdesds, which exglains why it hes not
besn published in Moscow dzgpite ifs sup-
pord for che invaglon.

I.HB-E "Une plape cruciale pour 1o mero-
hiiton cubaine” "A Crucial Stnge for the
Cubian RBovolation” by Livie Malian
?;Hﬂahle inh;n English tranastion in
ETCGRErET Pregs,  MNovembe
1970, pages 1041-46.] =i M
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the guerrilla legacy

The recent pericd in Latin America witnessed a string of setbacks for revolutionary
guerrills warfare in Latin America, of which the defest of Che Guevar® Bolivian
campaign was only the best known. Besides Che many other guerrilla commanders
were killad: Luis de la Puente in Peru, Camilo Torres in Colombia, Fabricio eda
in Venezuela, Turcios Lima in Guatemala, Carlos Marighella in Brazil. Although
puerrilis movements slill operated in Colombia, Guatemals, Venezuela, Brazil and
Uruguay, it seemed that the strategy of which they were the focal point was
doomed to failure, Maost of the Latin Amerdean Communist Parties had adopled
the strategy of armed struggle very reluctantly and were eager to abandon it at
first opportunity. Undoubtedly in purely military terms this phase of armed
struggle had met defeat in its crucial engagements and undoubtedly this defeat
expressed & weakness in the political strategies accompanving the guerrilla sctions.
Yet alraady il seems that the overall results of the guerrilla campaigns have heen
much more mixed than any purely military assessment would indicate: the
military defeats contained elements of future palitical victories. Those who so
rapidly reverted to revisionism and reformism find this impossible to understand
or explain, Because there is no doubt that the strategy of armed gtrupgle has
helped to hasten the crisis of imperialist domination which is now undermining
the ruling order in Latin America. The masseshave become more aware of the

participation of the massea in the Popular Unity Government and its implemern-
tation.of the programme, is no greater, and in some ways even less, than T was

in the French Popular Front of the Thirlies. The Popular Unity coalition hasso
far completely failed to g@ive the Popular Unity Committess 8 mass character,

It has used its victory in the recent muneipal elections only as an occasion for
self-congratulation and not as the signal for a farreaching mobilization of the
raasses and the setting up of institutions of armed popular power. Debray's
soarching questions Lo the President in his Coneergations with Adlends peveal

thia profound gulf between, oo the one hand, & redically anti-imperisfist and
socialist rehetorie and a stagpering blindness to the realities of class power leading
to acomplete failure to prepare the masses for the conguest of power. In this
situation the responsibilities of thoss who understand the necessity of armead
class struggle, notably the MIR in Chile, are very great. 30 far the MIR has en-
couraged peasanta to seize land and not to wait for permission from the Ministrsr
of Agriculiure, it has supported the agitation of Mass Fronts which relate (o the
immediate material problems facing the masses (Housing, unemplosment efch anc
it has recently denounced the PU Government’s use of the bourpgeois state machic
to repress revolt from below, (A MIR bagsic orientation document is appended to

social and economic contradiclions which plague them, they have become more
aware that something must be done about them and, most important of all, they
are aware Lthat a revolutionary challenge to the ruling order can be made, The
political and moral stature of the revolutionary left has been immeasurably
enhanced by the heraic sacrifices of Che Guevara and the other guer-illa fighters.
Omnly o complete philistine can ignove this element in the present critical con-
juncture in Lalin America. The appearance of demagogic mililary nationalism and
reformism in Bolivia and Peru was in part a response to the political challenge
represented by the guerrillas even after they had been defeated militarily. Alveady
in Bolivia this shift and crisis in the ruling order has permitted the warking class
ko pose again the Tundamental questions of class power, The mineworkers are
sgain securing control of the areas where they work and re-establishing armed
groups, and their radio station while in La Paz a National Assembly, representing
peasants and students as well as workers, has begun to dispute the legitimaey of
the Torres regime. In Chile the election of Allende’s Popular Unity Govermment
while in no sense a revolulionary set, certainly inaugurates a perilous ex petiment
for imperialist domination in Chile. Under pressure from the revolutionary left,
the Popular Unity coalition was forced to adopt a more radical programme than
&=y Popular Front has ever advanced in the past, Yet at the same time direct

Debrayv's Conversationz). The outcome of these strugples will be decisive in
determining the fate of the worker's movement in Chile, The tradition and
example of the guerrilla movernents thus has a new and vital relevance in the
mortal class conflict now underway in Chile. :

In Urnguay the bold fashion in which the Tupamaros have isolated the Pacheeo
regime and exposed its impotence has provided a striking vindieation of the
tactics of urban guerrilla warfere. The coming elections eould well produce a
gibunlion similar to that which prevails in Chile at the moment. Meanwhile in
Argenting guerrilla actions such as the brilliantly sucessafnl kidnapping of the
British vonsul lend a new cutfing edge to the popular opposition to the military
regime. This and ather experience are reported on elsewhere in these pages,
Founded on massive exploitation and oppression, imperialism cannot be saved
by reforms handed down to the masses from above, 1f anvthing such refarmes
stimulate the appatite of the masees and croate uncontrellable political problems
for imperialist hegetony of the continent, Nat the least of these nrohlams is
the new significance which the tradition of guerrilla warfore acquires where it
ccoursin the context of a crizsis affecting the whole social order and accom penied
by increasingly intense popular strugele from Rosario to Punta Arenes, from

Potosl to Monlevideo.
REB

“argentina

Arpenting i3 the most highly ‘urbanised and
midustrialised country in Latin Amearica Oner
20% of its lnbour foree worker in manufactur-
ing mdustry: but this s2etor, which provides
more and more protits 1o foreimn capiial and
ita local azaociates, 13 creating faw new joba
Throughout the continent pew industry is
increasingly capital intensive, with the mowe o
high productivily plants secelerated in the
face of demands from ciganised lahoor,

With production in the agricultucal sectons
penerally stagnant—nor only in subsistence crops
but als, an wiew of Jow or falling prices i the
wiorld market, in production for cxport—
unemploement s tharefore increased. Even on
officind farures, which don't taks digpuised
uncmpiovment into account. the Hgares for

the Cordoba and Rosaric aseas have fluctu-
ated hetween & and 15 i the |_'_|mt1. decade,

With the chanpng nature of the interests
of imperialise, the mest-packing firms, which
form the oldest processing industsy i Argenting
and ware an eacly footheld for American
capital, have lost cheir importance for foreign
invagiment, DELTEL, the combine which
owns the Fosario Swift factory, is the chief
remaining forelgn-owned concern, and has
cloged down & lot of its cther plants, But il's
no part of the work of socialists to help aolwe
tha pieblems of capital by accepring this situa-
ticn. The problem of the Argzntinian re-
volutionarica has been to find ways of fighting
o the guestion of unemployment in 2

siluzstion where physical represgion & the

cartain result of any mess movement of

wiorkens apainst both employers and governmant.
In thiz instance the comoades have oot hesitared
ta identify the enemy, international capdtal,

und to use resolutichary wiodence to obtain
sorme redress for the Rosario workers:

Intar-imperialist rivalises notwithstanding,
Eritizh and Arnerican capital will feed 2ach
other where they can. The dual role of the
Rosario zonsul is mercly = sympran of rhis,
and is no innovation—m the Caribbean 2rea
therz have heéen instances since 1900 of the
sppointment to conaulor poste of British
cmployces and assoeiztes of the United Fruit
Company. But the reminder of the parc plaved
by British imperialisn ds very important in the
cise of Arpenting, aven thoush it's now L3,
copital which makes the running-—over half
the dirser indusical investrment is L.5. owned,
a lumge proportion of the rest caming from the
countrics of the EEC.

From the late 1EBOs to the cacly 19405
Arpentina was ruled by Britizsh capital and its
allizs, the hig landowners. Throughout the
period some [0% of British Foreym investment
was going o Arpenting, extracting up tao [2%
it the profits on British espital exports, The
rate af profit reached between 5 and 6% in
the 19208, making Arpentina the most lecrative
af Briclzh colonies, without uny nesd for direer
political Tule, British capital went over-
whelmingly into the organisation of the export
sactor, the fransporl ond other facilities for

the carrings (o Europe of the produce of
Arpentina’s Frontier; the mest, waool and
grain of an expanding capitalist apriculturs un-
hampered by the prasence of & large subjugaiad
Inddian peasant population atter the resistant
tribes of the plaini had been wiped ol in the
ningieenth ceptury wors, But by the end of
the Second World War the steangth of Rritish
capital had doninished dramaticilly, clos
strupgle had sharpened, the landowners had
been kicked oue and Peron had come inio
powrar, Hia policies for domestio, industrial
vipitalist expansion foundered on the rock of
Arpenting’s weakness in the world capitzhst
avatem. The terms of trade were (uming
heavily agoinst her, she was still reliznt on
apricelturel exports for the foraign exchange
needed for imports of capital gands and the
ersumpiion needs of her bourgooisic;

From 19355 the represantatives ol the land-
DWNErs wera again in power, but with the per-
sisline coloniad role in world trade which
Biitish imperialism had orginally coeated for
the country. Argentina continued to rus mito
halance of payment crises, suffering from a
vory high rote of inflation which fusther
sharpened class strugels on the wapes front
From 195% to 1%63 the International Maonerary
Furd imposed & vicious “stabilisation"
progmamme which hit ot the working class and
also at domestic capital accimuketion and
imdustry, In these wears (eredgn copital in-
creased enormoulsy its dontinange ower
industry, as the protective machinery il

up wnder Feronism was dismantlad whils

the foreign indebtedness of governments also
graw rapidly. Piditiclly the power of Toreim
gipifal wos extablished by the 1966 military,
by Ongania znd the povernmenrs which haye
felfeowed him in the past vear.

So the formation of the Argentinian expos
sectar at the hands of British imperializm
determined the conditions wnder which, in
the late “508 and *Als, American capital
came o dominate the country, through
itz cartrol of indusiry and povernmmient
finunce. And Britain's rol2 his not romp-
letely disappedared; cuttle produets still Farm
the bulk of Argentinian exparts, #nd the
areill part of trade rer@ins with Britain and
Wiostern Europe —a new ngreement has jisi
heen sumead for the impertation of Areentiniz
meal into Britain.

With the fnal esllapss in the past Gftesn
veuars of all hope in & native capitalist solutio
to Argentina’s cofonial posicion—and It s one
of the wealthigst and most conlident of
Latin American bourgscisies which has tailed
witl the increasing resort o forge by gowarme-
ments against any upsurge of the masses.
Oppositeon o imperialism in Argantina lhas
clearly tuken the revolutionary road, the roag
of armed strugele. Bricish socialists st
express their solidazity with the ERP and all
the orowepe which form the vangeard of the
Arpentiniun stoezgle fodaw,



[ANINGNMERTER
VENEZUELA

Less than 15 of the active population in
Wenezucla iz emiploved in the ol industry,
i &pite- of the fact that this industry provides
over 90HE of Venerueln's exports, The labor
force employed by the oil companies has
been reduced from about 30000 1958 1o
ahout 20,000 now, and it 05 still being reduced
These massive sackings have tumed the area
around Laks Marscaiba, which is one of the
richest producing areas in the waorld, mtoa
plage of shject poverty for its people. The oil-
commpanies, which are supposed to under
Venezuelan law to hand over their conges-
gions and all their installations 1o the
Venezuelan state in 1983, have been running
devwn their investments, illegally seiling off
their zssets, and reduecing their operations as
far ae they can. In order to.evade the nol wery
gnervis ohligations of their contract, they
hawe alen been hiving off many ol the:r
Gperaiions 10 privaig conireions

The resulting high unemployment is
ghominably explotted by thess and others
gontractors, who practise what is callzd the
comercir de i fsmnbre | the hunper trade)

They zet workers to work for them on Satunfays

and Sundaye without pay merely by offering
them the prospect of a possible day of poad
work during the week, IT workers g21 thres
days work in 3 week they are entitled under
Venezpslan law toos pad dey of nest; so the
gontractors give them two days” work, [F
they work for three menths, they are entitled
to-socinl security payment; so they are sacked
before the end of the thres months. I by
chanee they are empdoyed for longer, the
aomlraciors waill outside the bank where they
suve collected their payments and demand
that they should give the payments back o
hiin. Sometinet the conliactor rob the
workers' pay packers; the packet may sy
250 Bobivary on the outsde, and sciually
cogtain |50 Bodivrs (equivalent 1o £15 a1 the
officind cxchunge rate, bul in real terms
equelvalent o very much leszl. In no case can
the workers complun , because he knows

hirl #f he does he will gat no more wark.
Veperuels i3 one of the richest countnies

n Lalin America, and che of the most ex-
penaive o live in, but in the ares urounid
Maracaibo some families subsizt an £50va wear.

Thdis situmrina, and the threat of further

gackings, and of further handing over to the
mercies oF the sontractors, has led to the first
strike in the ofl industry, upart from token
sioppapges, since 1936, The previous lack of
militaney can be explained by two factorg:

by the poelicies of the oil companies; snd by
the state of the union leaderships, Since
Yanemuelan oil is of exceplional strategic
importazce Lo imperilizm, the policy of the
ail companies has been Lo creale a privileged
and docile labowr foree and to foster o senss
of supariority and difference from the rest

of the population. *Militant oil-workers
scknowlader that they have been all too
successlul in this. In addition, the wnion
Izndership 1% cormupt and has pursued o policy
of class pollaboration. In Yenezeel the unions
Bre mest 'J:s:_m”:-,- |5-|3r||:||ﬂed. by industry, but are
poditical unions in the sense thut they are
dominated by the politlcal parties. In the oil
industry, the workers began fo create their
o) wnacing b the 30w, 2t first clandestimely

" They were ovenioally recognised by the gosern-

ment, and later by the oil compenies, Bul
political contral of the major union in the oil
indusiry, the SOEP (Siadicaro de obreors
prripleardns perroderos | was gained by docion
Democraticn, which from 1958 to 19659 was
the ruling party; the union leadersiip thareTore
conformed with the government 's anti-working
elass policies and legislation, using police re-
preasion when necessary to muinlnin its con
irol oof the umionn. The fact tlat the union
lcaders s now members of the M.E.P
{Moaririento electorad del phabin ), & lefi-
ward split Trom Accion democratics, had
done litile to change their propengiy to
class collaboration.

There is neverthabess constderable militzaney
among ruak asd Gle oilwvorkers, who now

constitute one of the maost advanced sactan

of the Venesuelan working class, torether

writh the steel worksss in the Ezst of Venezoela
Al ke beginming of 1971, prasure from the
base finally forced the union leaders to calla
sirike in protest ageinsl the oilcompanies’
policy of evading their lzgal oblipations by
comtracting out work.t Within the ail in-
dustry there exisis an organization culled the
Fivgae indepemdiente peirolern (B1E.
[ndepsndent il block), whose main immedizte
ohjective is o win eontrol of the SOEF for

the workers. This group participated ina
Congress with political and arganizational
ahjectives, called the Culiural Congress of
Cubimas, held in the heart of the oil-producing
area topelher with representatives of the ar e
organisations, revolntionary intellsctuils,
Trotskoyists and other groaps and individuals.
A fundamenial ertérton for participation n
this Congress was support for the armed
strugnbelin it polifical declaration, accepied by
the participants, the Congress doclared that
the only way for Latin Americon 0o achieve its
liberation was through the socialist revolution,
witlioutr goimg through any “stage” of national
bourgeois pevolution, throwgh the armed
stmuggle, and throush the crestion of the party
of the rewalistion. The B.LP. sent o messagz of
sppart to the Congress participated in i
dechates, and & represented on the Committes
ppainst Dependonce and Meo-colonialism
{Comiteconira lz depemdencia v ef neocois-
nixiiomes ) which wis set up by the Congress.,

I Laguniliss, in one of the oil-companics’
cimip neir Lake Macarsibo, just South of
Cabimas, we lalked to three membars of the
B.IP: Gil Alino Sanchez. Anlonio Games, 2nd
Jesus Bamos Chavez. We asked them to explain
what the B.LP, is.—Weare 3 group of workers
whiyire not compromised in any way with
il political parties We think the partics should
serve the union, not the other way round, as
things are lere: The unions in Venezuels are
totally corrupt, their leaders are sometimes
pven members of the government. They are
nat atzresied modeating with our problems,

EVENTS

“Irlsh Citlzen’ Forums, Thars, Juna 17t
B.0pm.

“Why the Provigonals?”, Mike Calanan
|Londorn Sinn Feind. Thursday Jaly Tzt B 0pm
Wy the Officials?”, Saamus Colling (President
of Clann na hEireann}

Heath ar the “Ear! Russel!” Pancras Ad.
batween King's X & 51 Pencras S5t

Thess foru=s, which witl tske place avary two
weaeks aim to provide acentrs far discussion of
Iriate palhitical problems, and will covar a-wery
Wi de rangs. The Forums are open and all arg
vl

MANCHESTER: Evwary Fridaw, Red Circle
rmeels B.0pm In the VWheatsheat™ pub, High
Straet, Manchester 4.

MORTH LOMDOMN Red Clrele rmests evany
Tuasday at 8.0pm a The Earl Russell puly. {ses
dirastions abowe).

BLACK DEFEMCE C'TEE. Every Friday
B.Opem in the George 1Y pub Pentonville Rd,
opp. Mackready's Friday 25th Jine. 7.45pm.
Micheel Duane on “"The Tory actack on
Edusation", Canway Hall, Red Lion Squars,
WG, Meeting organizad by Rank & File
Teachers.

June 15th. Frisnds Mesting Howse, June 15th.
Tuesday 7. 30pm “*Bangla Dash, the spark for
South Asia™ Spealker: Tarig Al —Just returned
from Bengal.

June 15th. Friend's Meating House, Tuesday
7. 3pm.

In THE MARXIST No. 17, June 1971:
MIEE COOLEY examines ASPECTS OF
TECHMNOLOGICAL CHANGE in the
lizght of Marx 'z philosophical and econo-
mic manusetipts; MIEE FPAULENER
writes g conlensry -!l['.lPIEl’.'iiE.‘til‘.I!'l f
ROSA LUXEMBURG; VIRGINIA PENN
writes on the PARIS COMMUNE.

Also articles on WAGES, PROFITS
ANIY INFLATION  the Industrial
Relations Bill. Single copies: ]Eﬁp’rpqﬂ

id, fi izsues T0p post paid, from Tom
1ill. 11 Barmatt Avere, Wood Green,
London N.22

kg

MOLEHILLS

OF JUGGLERS AND JUGCLERY

tin May 26th the Workers™ Prees corvectly
pointed out how the Woming Slor had
“jugpled™ the figures for the numbers taking
part in the French CP's demonsimation in
Farizs commemarating the Commurne,

Two days later the Workers ' Prese spoke of
& 13,000 strong AJS demonsteation' [Ehe AJS
ia the French Healevite voulh orgonisation))—des
i besl warlier o5 boing “'composed almaost
entirely of members and supporters of the
AJE"

In facl, as their own picture of May 28th
clearly shows, this so-called AJE demonsiralion
was actoally a looss amalgam of various
grgnnisalions, including Force Owviers and the
Anarchist Federation (supporters of the AJST).
The Tires report of Moy 24th mokes it all even
clearer. 1t deseribes how "'"The Socialist Party
joined the Foree Chovriere, the third Lorgesd
trade unlon organization, the left wing
tegehers” fedaration, the Trotskyists (i.e the
Healevites'}) and about 20 ether ergankations
few thila demonstration.

Now who's jugeting with fipores

{Incidentally, the Worters' Press com-
pletely faiked Lo report the 36,000 strong
Fourth International dema of May 16th,
despile the fael thal one of their Jeading

reporters, John Spencer was in Parls at the
tirme )

The free -masons in France

(on left} raview tha Franch Healyite contingent
on their joint dema. Mow we know how' . Haaly

wrante tn recnnciroet the Faneth Tatsrastinaal”™



FOR A RED BENGAL™
FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE STRUGGLE!

Over the last vear The Red Mole has carried a whole
series of articles analvsing the changing political
situation in Pakistan and Eastern Bengal. 1n these
articies we very clearly (cf The Red Mole, Jan. 1st,
1971, in particular!} delineated the future course
of development and events have f1llv bome out
our analvees,

IN EASTERN BENGAL A NLF IS BORN.....
The situation in Eastern Bengal at the moment sees
the beginnings of a protracted guerilla struggle
based on the conntryside and led by the forces of
the lefl. The Awami Leagae, which we have
criticised in the past quite relentlessly for its ttal
failure to provide a real leadership, ig today divided,
Many of its student supporters are bitterlw dis-
Mlusioned with the policies of the leadership and
are beginning to appreciate the validity of gocialist
eritignes of the League. The bulk of the constitut-
jonalist elements in the Awami League, who not so
long ago mocked the extreme left for talking in
terms of “guerrilla warfare”, now sit in Calcutta in
the Bangla Thesh High Commission. Having failed
so miserably and imbued thoroughly with petty
bourgeois ideology of the most pemicious sort,
they depend on the Indian ruling class to help
them win hack power. They believe in the politics
of pressure: envoys sourry hither and thither,
sometimes to Washington and sometimes to London.
Appeals are made to the American Senate to cut
off all economic aid to Yahya Khan, Asf United
Siates imperialism was interested in the plight of
the Bengali people. What it probably desires is
some sarl of a rapproachment between the Awami
hTL! and the Yahva dictatorship in order lo try
and stafe off the impeading social revnlution. But
the Lime for that is gone and the State Department
probably realises that it is hardlv worth antagnnis-
ing a military dictator whom it arms to the testh
in favour of a party which has been bypassed by
historeal events. Envovs are also sent to a meeting
of the World Peace Coumeil in Budapest (which
defunct organisation dutifullv passes a banal
resalution) and to the “Socialist International™
meeting in Helsinki, attended by such well-known
“sociahsts’ as Harold Wilson (whnse racist policies
when Prime Minister, kept out thousands of
Bengalis from Britain), and Golda Meir {the Zionist
r of the Palestinian masses). Appeals are
made to these decrepit and dilapidated organisations
a8 if they were in the least bit interested in the
ems confronting the Benpgali masses.

The root to this peculiar approach lies in the
fact that many of the Awami League intellectuals
and leaders are still dominated by bourgeois
ideology. They have failed to realise the reasons
for their failure to defeat the W, Pakistani army in
the first place. They continue to behave in the same
old way and find themselves incapable of aeting
differently, One of the reasons for this 18, un-
doubtedly, the fact that the Indian bourgeoisie
has given them asylum, propaganda gupport inter-
nationally and limited military support, the latler
controlled firmly by the Indian Army, It is poasihla
that if these leaders had been really forced to stay
and fight in Eastewn Bengal as all Lhe left groups
are doing today, there evolution would have heen
different. Many of the Awami Leaguers still seem
to believe that once the field has been cleared it
will be a return to the wavs of the past. That is
why the question of how the field is cleared
becomes somewhat relevant. There are certain
plements in the Awami League leadership in
Calcutis who realise that thev have no option but
to try and pressurise the Indian Army to “liberate™
Eastern Bengal. [n that way the forces of the
Left could also be cleared out of the way and the

Avwami League placed in power. But even if the
Indian bourgeoisie were slupid enough to agree to
this or if the Pakistani Army decided on 2 wider
war, it is futile for the Awami Leaguexs 1o imagmes
that they will remain in power for too long. Thev
have been tested ance by the masses and found
wanting and it is the revolutionary tendencies
which are today in the ascendant and prepared for
a long strugple, It is these forces who will clear the
field and lead the struggle for soclalist revolution.
A National Liberation Front {NLF) has alreadvy
been set up with the participation of all'the left
gyoups excent the OP (M:L) group of Mohammed
Traaha and Abdul Hug, which had always been
luke-warm on the idea of combatting the Paliston
Army. The ¥LF has created a pole of attvaction
insicde East Bengal already and is heginiing to
attract many rank-and-file elements mside the
Awami League and also is baginning to draw
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The leading group in the Froat is the Fast Benoal
Communist Parly {EBCP), which is aligned neither
to Peking nor to Moscow and has refused to allow
Chinese policy of supporting Yahya, stand in its
way of vigorously conducting the armidd strupple
against the armies of West Pakistani capital. This
organisation is led by Comrades Matin and
Alaudin and its puerrilla units are commanded

by Comrade Tipn Biswas, who has alrendy become
something of a legend in the Bengali commlryeide
In Chittagong district the leading EBCTP cadre is
the trade-union leader, Abul Basar, who has bees
largely responsible for the fact that the Chittagoag
proletariat has decided on a prolonged armed strike.
The fact that even the blacklegs waorking in
Chittagong docks are made {0 work undet Army
surveillance gives one an indication of the strength
of the workers organisations in this region. In the
student milen the ablest Marxist was always
Comrade Mahbubnllsh. When last heard of he was
imprisoned in Daccajall and it is feared Lhat he
micht have been killed bv the Army. [n many
ways Mahbubullah foresaw the turn evenls wonld
take befors many of his comrades realised the
surjousness of the situation. When 1 was in Dacca
in 1969 | met and discussed with him many tims
and wrote about his assessment of the situation al
that time:

“If there had been a revolutionary partv {in
1968-69—Ed.) we would have made a revolution
in Fast Pakistan, Even now the objective condition:
are VoIV Tipe. .. - - O taks is to denounce all
collaboration with the regime, Even if the Chinese
government tells us that there is not a revolutionary
situation we will disagree with them. We know
there is a revolutionary situation and we will ex-
ploit it. We will not let our gencration rot " (el
Ali, Pakistan: Military Rule or People's Power?.

g, F.22

hat a d:\'lii'fmut battle-crv this was when com-
pared not onlv to the Awami Leagua, but to many
other left-wing currents as well Todav Mahbub-
bullah’s comrades are indeed exploiting and
deepening the revolutionary situation. Thev are
determined Lo continue the struggle till the final
victory has heen achieved.

IN WESTERN BENGAL THE CONTITION
MATURES. ...

We have alwavs argued that it would be impousible
t contain the struggle within the “frontiers” of
Eastern Bengal. The situation in West Bengal has
been prerevolutinnary for the last few years and
the explogion in the Bast has given it an added
impetus. The problem has alwavs been a subjective
one. The most powerful and diminant force on the
left is still the C.P.L (M), Its recent past has been
gteeped in electoralism; it has entered into United
Fronts with reactionary communal groupings. 1t
has taken part in the bourgeois electoral farce

arid has behaved not much differently from a
bourgeois government. Lts leader, Jdyoti Basu, when
Home Minister, ordevad the kilting by his police of

a revolutionary, Guevarist leader, Henna Ganpuly,
on the excuse that he was a “dacoit'’.

It has acquiesced in the brutal persecution and
murder of many Naxalite mililants. The fact that
it iz out of power at the moment does not imply
that it has given up the electoral road, Certainly no
statements to this effect have been issued recently.

revolutionary situstion when il did not exist (in
1948} now seems to be unable to perceive the
extent of the existing revolutionary situation.
Undoubtedly there are revolutionary elements in
this party, who are extremely dissatisfied and
would favour armed action against the bourgeois
state. The CPI (M} leadership has given the slogan:
Yahya Khan-Tndire Gandhi Bk Hoi (Yahva Khan
and Indima Gandhi are the same). The logic of
this slogan is obvious: to extend the strupgle by
mohilising the Caleutta working class and preparing.
the peasantry for an armed struggle, to achieve a
Immited Soclalist Bengal, but Jyoti Basu shrinka
back from this step. [t is obvious, however, that
the revolulionary movement in W, Denpal will not
sit still for lang. Even today there is a total crisis
ag far az the bourgeoisie is concemed. caloutta is
guarded by [ndian troops, who seem completely
unahle to restore bowgeois order. If is a city
_seething with resentment and ready to explode at
any moment. Very reminiscent of deacviptions of
Shanghai and Canton in the Thirties. It is very
likely that there will be spontaneous outbresls in
the very near future, A revolutionary mobilisation
in Western Bengal would show us the real nature
of the Indira Gandhi cligue. It would move in to
try and crush the revolt with the sameé brutality
that Yahva's Army used. The possibility even
exists of o combined Indo-Pak action againat the
‘Hengali masses! But that will happen if the situation
really gets out of hand and bourgeois state power
in threatened throughout the penisula. The task
confronting any revolutionary group in West
Bengal today is to prepare the masses for the
armed clasa struggle, There are numerous indication:
that this process is taking place in many parts of
the province. It does not need to be stressed that
an extension of the struggle to Western Bengal
would radically alter the situation theoughout the
sub-conkinent,

IN WEST PAKISTAN TOO THE MASSES ARE
[NEASY. ...

While the strength of the Bengali resistance is the
leey factor in the struggle todav, a serious efisis of
confidence in West Pakistan would be of immense
i as it would weaken the grip of the
Army immeasarably. While there has been no
serious sign of an impending revolt in the Wesl, the
symploms have certainly appeared. Over BO0
students have been jailed in West Pakistan; in
Peshawar, Afzal Bangash (a leader of the small,
but militant, Kissan-Mazdoor Party] has been
arvested along with some of his party workers;

in Lahore & leading journalist, Malik Abdullah has
been imprisoned for declawring at a public meeting
his solidarity with Bangla Desh. Illegal leaflels are
being distributed informing the workers of what hay
been happening in the East. All this couplad with
an deteriorating economic situation vould produce
a social upheuval in West Pakistan sooner than
many would think, A milwav strike, for instance,
could seriously hamper avmy operations in Bengal.
1t should be borne in mind that the West Pakistani
working elass has matored amazingly sree 196565
and the oaly lack is the non-existence of an effect-
ive leadership. Bhutto's People’s Party is split

from top to bottom and while the leader and his
cohorts comfort the military regime, many militang
likke Mukhtar Hana in Lyallpur are in peison for
opposing the dietatorship. The overall situation is
ex tremely unstable and some elements in the
Army are asid to favour a Bmited war with India

in arder to blanket the country with chauvinism.
In todav’s situation T doubl whether even that
welltried solotion would work,

THE FUTURE. .., .

However long the struggle in Enst Bengal lasts, of
ome thing we can be siwe: 3 new road has been
opened and the sub-continent will never be the
same again. It was onited by British imperialism,
it was partitioned by interal reaction aided by
this Imperialism. Todav we predict that it will
firat be tom asunder by revolutinnary socialism
and then brought together again under the hege-
many of the red flag, That will be the dialectical
process of the Indian RBevolution. . ..

Tarig AR

Postseript: We have noticed that the gentiemen mh
pichligh the Workers Press have, in the best Stalinig
iracdition resorted tn glender and dillificotions of @
pompietely apolitieal noture in their reports of My
recent pisit to Western Henpgal This shows their
tofal nebitity to challenge any of our thesns
politically. When they attermpl lo de 5o we witl by
mare than prepared o debate with them elther i
our press or ot a publle forwm and we will do 5o o
repciititionary mareists withoud resoriing lo
personid abyse, distortionn or downright el



