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HOW TO FIGHT UNEMPLOYMEN

LANCASTER : Cleaners win! / Workers’ Control / Bolivia
VENFZIIFI A : The ctniaale far enerialiem




UCS: the crisis continues

The collapss of Rolls Royes, the erisia in the steel industry,
and now the eollapse of Upper Clyde Shipbuilders Lid.
prowe, in the most dramatic fashion, the diagnosis that
British copitolism s not just in a temporary recession buk is
undergoing a deep strioctursl crisis, the roots of which go
back to the relative position of British {mperialism vis-a-vis
Euwrnpean , American and Iapanese imperialism, since the
Izst war. The Geedes Report on Shipping, for instance,
reported thet Britain’s share of world tonnage built

between 1950 and the present day declined from 45.6% to
6. 5% As we reported in The Red Mode (15t June 1971,
Britain s export of steel has remained static for two decades,
while overall production of steel between 1954 and 1970
moved from 13 mil*on torm to only 25 milbon tong while
Japanese steel rose from 8 to over ) milfion tons, ond
American steel production now stands at 115 milllon tons.
At the maime time, with the present recezsion in airline
markets, it is the British aircraft construction companies
which suffer closure. 11 is plain thut British capitalism is
poinE to wilisess many more orises in the primary sector of
industry, It is equally plain that the Tories, s witnesed by
their anxiety (o gt Britain inte e Common Market and
their deliberate closure of UCS {the Tories had planned this
for some months), e prepored to sicrifice whole ndustries
in the primary sector in their efforts to create an investment
boom, in increasing covperation with Ensopesn capital
where necessary | in those sectors of the economy with a high
growth rate omd a high depree of capital intensiveness. [C1,
for indance, are ane of the major presaure growps for entry
into the Commaon Market, and Courtonlds has just com-
pleted 8 massive two-vear programme of takeovers and
capitalistion. Should British copitalism cver recover from
this erigis, it i clear that the shape of British industey will
be radically different from whaoi i is ot present, and that
the British working class will suffer massive unemployment
and drastie reduction in its living standands,

That the Tories are quite propared o run down British
shipbuilding # quite dearly demonstrated by an annoumnce-
ment by the Chamber of Shipping kst week that the demise
of British shipbuilding will in ne way affect the shipping
limes_ British shippping in no way depends on an indigenows

building indostry, and the Chamber was quite adimant it
it did not regard irself a8 responsible for the financial health
of British shipbuilding. Like the steel indusiry., the ship-
builfing industry is enormously undercapitalised, and is
shared by a series of comparatively small firms with inade-
quate working copital and outdoted ficilities. A survey n
1964 found that over 306% of the machinery in John Brown’s
vard was over 40 vears old. Obviously, in o five vour period
which hass seen oil tankers grow from 90000 o over
200,006 toms b & nocm, Britlsh shipyards are quite incapable
of competing on warld scales.

Under these circumstances, the demands placed on the

CRI and the Torles by the TUC for a reflation of the sconomy

and for the creation of an investment boom ape not only
utopinn bul incredihly dangerous. The Tories can only
creste an investment boom by corrying out the anti-
working class policies thut they are carrying out already. An
“investment Boam™ is not going to recreste the British ship-
building indusiry. The Lobour Farty, when it wasin power,
proceeded in an optimistic fashion. [n 1965 the Labour
govermment gave Fairficlds £2% million to save it from
bankrupicy, and in 1967 to facilitate the merger between
the severnl Clyde shipbuilding firms, £54 million was pro-
wided by the Lahour government, followed by a forther
gramt of £9 million in 1969, Now the Tories are prepare]
to pay £5 million to keep the UCS yards turning over while
the liquidator winds the business up. It iz clear however
thai the £6 millivn needed by LICS could have heen provided
by the banks. What the Tories have done in effect is to pay
£5 million to wrep up UCS.

The immediney of the threat on Clydeside has prodsced
a massive response by the Scottish working class which
should st the (one for future sirugples by the Britich
working class. The unions, with the exception of DATA,
hove sllowed over 25% cuty in manpower since 1968 (and
rises in produectivity of 87%) so there is little room for
defensive demands. In additien 1o that, the blatant obyious-
mess of the Tory steategy on UCSE and the high level of
unemplovment on Clydeside provide the backgrownd for o
militant confrontation with the Tories. Moreover, the
Clydesiders mined a clenr intimation of the Torv desons

on UCS when the profitable Yarrow vard was broken from
the gronp earlier this year.

The response of the Clydeside working class hus been th
uneguirvacnl slogan of oceupying the vards, Tt iz clear that
the Seottish TUC, the Labour Party and even the Provost
of Glasgow [representing of course sections of the Scottish
bourgeoisic who will suffer very seversly by the closures)
are trying Tard to regain control over the rank and file
workers by sending vigomes delepations to Laondon, none
of which however have made any headway with the Tories,
Wedgwood Benn, making a hid to increase hiz power base
inside the Labour Party, has annonneed hds “plan™ to
nutionalise UCS, He has received a stormy reception from
the Scottish working cluss who demanded to Know why he
didn 't natienalise when lie was bos of Mintech and pro-
ceeded to dole ont millions of pounds to the shipping mag-
Antes,

The workers of LCS have mode it quite clear that they
will necupy the vards as sson 23 the first man is loid off,
The Clydeside working class hos pledged its support for this
The T&G tugmen (who fought for seven weeks back in
19642 to brezk from the Mational Union of Seamen) have
declred that they will hladk any attempts made by the
Goveriment to move ships from the vurd before comple-
tion. The one danper, to which the UCS workers are alive,
is that the plans for UCS will be announced by the lguoi-
dator during the coming threeaveek Toliday period in July,
thus making a mahilisation in response diffs .ult to organise

The Red Male supporis the Swottish working class in its
fiaht aeninst the British hoorgeoisic und their povernment.
A vietory over the Tory povernment | which they are in mn
excellent position to win, will be a victory for the English
worklng clss mosement in its present state of confusion
folbowing the sell-out by the TUC, An occupation of the
I8 shipvards will resurvect the militancy that was shown
in the intention of the GEC workers to accupy their
factories in Merseyside in 1969, und which was so teagically
absent from the response of the Rolls Rovee workers, Whot
is abstr clear Is that the srorkcing closs of Clydeside is prepane
to reaist any move by the Tordes to heing i the British arm?
from Belfnst to break the occupation.

UNEMPLOYMENT: An Acid Test

What hapgsened at UCS is of course important

im itself for the thousands of workers involved,
Bast if similar situations to LUCS are to be
gvoided, then it nesds 1o be understood that
what happanad at LCS is not an isolated
gxample, but in fact that the dtustion created

in UCS only reflects the national siteation
creatad by the last Labour government and the
poliches of many trade unions, 18 is the question
of unamploymant above all others that can be
sean g8 towchatone for the shostsightedness and
stupidities of various political and union policies.
Future genaration: will look aghast at an
eoonomic systnm which, in a period when
povarty was increaging, whean hodasing was
detariotating and when the hospital system was
dacaying, could parmit hundreds of thousands
to be foreed out of productive work. But tha
poople who realise how absurd this situation was
will also be astounded at the thortsightedns:
and wrong pollcles carried out in fighting against
the crippling problam of unemployment

THE LABOUR PARTY

Unemployment waent up just s leit under Labour
as it I3 doing raaw . S thony Wedowood-Bann,
wehn 15 now trying to stake his claim to be the
Labour Party's next leader by talking in hypo-
critleal terms to the workers of Uppar Clyda
Shipyards, whose plight ba is |argely responsibis
for, sat in & gowarnment which in the spacy of
five yaears spw the rate &f unemploymaent
increase by 1609 An extra 350,000 waorkers
weorkers thrown on the dole was Labour's
cantributlon to salving the proklem of unem-
plagrnent .,

It wwould howeesar be wrong simply to believa
that it was tha mera fact that Wilson & Co. were
opeonents of the working clas which caused
the Labaur govammant to act in the way it did.
This is the belief of Michaal Foot, Eric Hetfer,
MNorman Atkinssn and the othar Labour “lefts™
I nly Tribune and nothing else had besn in
cantrol of the Labour Party, all would have
bieen wepll, the Tribunites balieve. In fact the
policias of the Leoour “lefe” ére no more realis-
tee than those of Wilson because they totally
ignore the ree! ecanamic causas of unemplow-
el

Thea enderlying roat of the problem of

unemployment, and of inflation, is lack of
investmegt in industry, Over the years 1864-70
thera was no real incressa at all in investmant
oy private industry, Imthe first half of 1871
investaent al:tuu"'y fell, anc in the kq."f aren of
machine tools the fall of the last yvaar has biéon
ouer 40%. Tha way that lack of invastment
ciniges the problems of unemployment and
inflaticon is very straighttoneard,

In tha ceose of unemployment, if no maney
Is investad in new factories, machinery, e,
then unemployment |5 incressed in two ways.
Firstly production in basic industrias such as
rrachine tools, steal, ete. 19 cut back end there-
fore man are thrown out of wark in these
industries. Sace dly, a situgtion whara there is
no increass in investment means that there |5
n really significant growth in the number of
geods praduced In the sconamy. [0 ather
wards in the economy & 8 whola the amount of
producthan s not incressing. In & perbod when
rmachines, nms methods of working, time and
rotion study, etc. are cutting out men’s jobs,
and all large firms are negotiating productivity
deals, this means that the number of jobs avail-
able ever in those industries whilch de ot
produce directly for investmant is falling. In the
last few vears productivity per head of workers
has baen rising by at least 3%, |1 expansion of
the econoimy does not take place st 3% 8 year
and the trade unions do not really fight unem-
pleyment, than the number of peopla
unemployed will not only not decresse bt it
il A tnally Imereass,

Tha Labour Party and the TUC are therafora
quite correct in sesing the need to axpand the
apanoy as the anly way of solving the prob-
lem of unamployment. They are alsoe right in
seairg that the only way this can be done is by
greathy incragsing invastment. Where they ars
totally unrealiztic, however, is when thay believe
that this will ba done by private emplovers

Privata employers only invest far profit; the
caze of UGS makes this only too obvious. The
Minister of State for Trade and [ndustry, John
Denies, wes being honest lor once when ha said,
"The pursuit of profit is the primary stimulus
of industry ™, The reasen why industry has
rafused to incraase its investment aver the last
o' wears is bacause it is demanding &s the price

of doing so that it profits are increased by
government attacks on tha working class. This
wras the reason for the Prices and Incomes
policy, the July measures, the savage attack on
the seamen, and frr Place of Strife, introduced
by the Labour govarmmant, and it is what lias
behind the sttack on the postal workers, the
denationalisation propaosals and the anti-unicn
letees of the Tories. It 3 the employing class who
nat mmerely have not increased their investment,
but who have Been directhy respansibla for tha
aackings leading to unemployment, When
Arnald Weinstack sacks 15,000 men end than
is given a knighthood bya Labowr gowemment,
then teo things are revealad. Firstly, It reveals
the way [nowehich Wilson & Co. weere otally
eynical in their attacks on the working class
and, unilike previous Lebour |8aders, did not
eyiEn Lry very hard 20 disguise their intentions.
Sacondly, it shows that the Labowr Party doss
nat have an ounce af realism left in it The
raasom why Wilson & Co. try-to butter up men
ITee Weinatock is that they belioe they can et
them to coopamte with Labour. This ides
ahways was stupid. Weainstock and other
emplayvers naturally have no objaction to
Labour cooperating with GEC and othes com-
pankss, brat they are much too hard-headed ta
ower want to cooperate with Labour when it
poas mgainst the interests of their ovwn coame
panies, But the idea that they will cooperate

5 redueid to the leval of stupidity when the
Labour Party and the TUC proposa a plan for
the expansion of the sconomy which lesves
eosvtral of Investmeant in the hands of the
employers, What the Labour Party and the TLIC
now baliews is that the problam of unemploy-
ment can be solved by cooperation with the
sarme ermplayers whose refusl to invest causad
the problem in the first place. The only weay that
the problem can be sobeed is to take control of
investmant out of the hands of the private em-
ployers. This means that whar the TUC shauld
b preparing nose is not an impractical seheme
fior expending the econormy with the emplavers
taking all the key decisions, but a plan for
axpanding the economy aftar the control of
indugtry has been taken out of the hands of the
armpovers by widesoread natianalistions, It is
anemployment which clearly reveals the oally

unrealistic vimw of the Labour Party that it s
possible to reforrm capitalism.

THE TRADE UANION EEADERSHIP

Duering the last fewr years of the Labour govern:
ment, it became incressingly obvious that the
anly section of the working class maement
which was really fighting against the attacks on
the living standards of the warking class wis the
trede unions, While the Labour govarnment
attacked the Health service, cut the housing
programme @nd increased the number of
unemplayed, it was the trede unions which
really fought back. 11 was anby the lamoe wage
ineroases which they gained which praserved
the living standards of a large saction of the
wirrking class, But there were of courge bl
problams in this, First of all, sections of the
working class outside the trade unions—for
exarmple the ald, many women workers, efe.—
did nat share fully in these banefits This is why
it is completely comrect for a union-such as tha
T&G ta campaign an behalf of Old Age Pen-
sioners. Such activity nesds 10 be extanded. The
living standard af the work ing class cannot be
protectad simply by trade unicn sction, bt if
such action is extended to fields wich as educa-
tion, housing, pansions and o an, then 8 great
dagl more then | being done at the morent can
b achigsed, But the protilen of how far this
potantial is to be realisad —which is inkad to
guite a lot of thingswhich happened undear the
last Lebour powernmant—lias in the type of
policies which the tweda unions are going to
s,

Croer the last faw years wage increases have
baen high. But In too rmany instances, & in the
casg of UES, tha trade union leaders have bopn
content 1o dign agreemeants which kept up wages
but at the expensa of sacrificing comd itions or
of pranting redundencies. This systam of pro-
dhuctivity Bargaining was bad enowgh at a time
of ralative sconemic prosperity, but it becomes
absolutaly fatal in tha presant period, Dvar the
last few years trade unicn laaders both right”
and “left"" have accepted the principle of men
Insing their jobs so that those still in work
cauld maintain their standerd of living. By daing
this, thasa laadars hawe led many men o



baliaye that this practice is & part of responsible
trade cnionism, Thiz is bed erough in itself, bui
itis mow ue-a'[ing a situaton whera the men
wha losa thair jobs have no hope of finding
another ane. This is anly too obwviously the coss
in @ city like Glseow, where there are roughly
24 men out of work for evary vacancy which is
awvailabla, but it is als true in All aregs of the
country. The existence of this pool of unam-
ployed creates & situation where thos who are
in work are dcared to use their trade union power
Thus orce egein wa can 582 how unamploymant
isan acid 1, The short-sightad policies of
productivity bargaining not ondy have hilped to
create the present probiern of unemployment,
but in doing so, thay hawe nos even falled n
thair uriginal gim of koeping up WEgEL The
greafest singhe threat to strong trade unions,
wihich are tha most basic tools in kesp@g un
tha werking class’s liveng standards, s now the
very unemployment which productivity deals
hirlped 1o create.

WWhan it comes to dealing with the prohlam
ol the already unemployed, the inadequacies of
trada union policy @ also shown. 11 s a very
Important step forward that sections of tha
trade unions, such as districts of tha T&RG, are
e rofusing 1o sign productlvity dealz which
inwoived unemployment, but i gquite o tew
cases this |5 shatting the stable door after the
horse has gone, & huge problem for the Trede
unions is how to organise the presently une
ployed. This is a kay question and ona ywhich at
the same time shows all tha short-sightedaess of
the trads unicn bureaucrat.

There are many reasons why trade union
siministrators prefer not to have to org@niss the
unemployed. &1 the crodest poasible level, there
is the point that the unemployed do not pay as
miuch duns as dao members In ampioyment i la
the unemployed do not fit into the nice tidy
catsgories which many Tulltime union ofganisars
prefer 1o daal with, Thay wranot all in ong
place, they are not eady 1o deal with, their prok-
lems are frequentiy of a very individual nature
wihich means he cannat fit them into his sot-like
mind. Mast mporiant of al, however, the
unemployed ara an explosive section of the
populathon Thei problemd =re s acuts that in

Ty camas it is obwiows that appeals 1o “resson

“oirrenan Senie, Cmodersikon”, stc. will not
b acoegried. AfTer ol the bedwed that Descally
ous presenyd socwrty i all night might weem true
if vou are doing o EX5-s-wesk job in a factiory,
poolbest i seewns moch less reasonable if vou are
hawing 1o live on £8 a weak on the dole. Becauss
the probilems of the unemployed are so soute,
and the only solulsons Lo thes preblems e o0
drastic, the trads unson Dunssscrat, who mong
than srything wishes to haee 8 guist lite, prefen
o reoid the guemion of oganing the unem-
ployed. This means that urions do ROt =T up
special sections to deal with the orgenisation of
their enemploysd members, they do not abho-
cate money and tulltime organisers 1o deal with
the unemployed, and on organisations mich os
Trades Councils they formally refuse to atlow
the unemployved to be represented, This may

suit the trade union bureaucrat but unfortunataly

it ls fatal Tor the work ing class, Ones again,
unemployment becomas an acid test, We can
jlacge the exctent o which 3 unian’s policies e
decided by the interests of the working clas and
howee much by the desiras of the trade union
administrators, by sesing to wehat ex tant that
umion sericu sy undertakes the task of orgenising
tha unemployed.

THE HISTORICAL USE OF THE WEAPON OF
LNVEMWPLOYMWENT

In the worst days of the 18308, ovar 2% million
mean were unemployed. Neardy ane man in five
weas without & job. In some towns over 50% of
tha labour force wes on the dols, Thess wora
the darkest days lor the working class this
century. Mot maraly those out of work suffered
For thaose in wvark things wara little better. The
tracde union organisation of the wordng cliss
was snashed, Trade unlon membership had
fallen by a half in only twelve years. If you

look at & usion like the Engineers’, you can

s thad their membership, which had stood at
407 000 in 1920, had fallen ta a mers 135,000
i 1833, This decling of working olass organiss-
timn was shown in & 10% fall in wage rates which
occurred betwesn 1924 and 1934, In Euroos
the situation sas still worse. In Germany in
particular, the refusal of the German trade
unions to organise the unemployed workers
resulted ina sitestion whera, instead of the
waorking class umiting against Hitler, ha hiad been
albowed, with the backing of the hune German
induatrialises, to come o paovvar, Once in
gewerrmant, the first paoplea he ectad againg
weere not the Jows, Bet the trade unions, The
smashing of the organisations of the Garman
working cles had baen tha reason why industria
hats had backed himn, and he had o oy out the
tusk thay had decided far him, It i the persecu-
tion of the Jews wi @re taught about schoal, but
it was the smaghing of the trége unicns which
wis his real aim.
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mination gravw ugp in the warking class that
nathing like it would aver happen again. The
pawer of this datermination wes recognised
even by right-wing Tories. For exampla,
Quintin Hogg, now Lord Hailsham, said in the
Mo of Commuons in 1243, i vou do ot
glve the people reform they are going to give
youu revodution,” Since 1045, every stngle
governmpnd, whether Tory or Labour, has
dectened that it wifl maintsin full employment
Y1 when the working class organistions
formed their detarmination never o relum
the situetion of the 1930, they failed to
smalysz wehat were the lessons of thet pariod.
The trade unions failed 1o analyse thar it was
e refusal of the German trade unions to onga-
e e unemployed which created the condi-
tions for the: Fesciaty 1o do |1 themsebaes, They
fusled 1o redlise that it was only the refusal of
the trada wnions to launch & wigorous fight
against unemployment which allewad Maosley's
browmanIrs 1o spread with some degrae of
sapcoess their racialist, anti-mmitic end entl-trade
union propaganda, Most Impartant of all, thay
did not analyse that it was cagdtalism that was
responsible for unemployment. By not cem-
pizigning on this basis. and by not peintng out
this lesson 1o the waorking elass, they left tha
field opan Tor alternative ex planations of
unampboymant - the most dangerows af which
is of course that it e high wages which create
unemplayment,

This explangtian of unsemployment in tarms
of high wages is cnewhich the povernment i3
trying to spread with avery means at its disposal.
The Chancellor of the Exchaguer, Barber, said
in tha Howse of Cammons on Boril 7 15t that,
“I'arn in mo doubt whatavar thet thee majod
cause of the [nereas i wnempolovmant is the
ikmuret by high Fewal of many of tha pay sartle-
reents which we have experienced since the
autumn of 1968 Thic line of angument is t=ien
up and thumdeied out millians of times every

cdey i every single major newspapers. [n reality,

of coursa, this argurment does not have a vastige
of truth in . In fact, if we look at things
historically, unemployment normely
accompanies low wages, The unemplayment of
the 18230: followed a wholde period of wears whien
wages had been fallfing. The reason why high
unemployment and low wages always go together
is, of coursa, that high unemployment is designed
to destroy the povear of the trede unions toowin
g wage incrasses. This is guite clearly undar-
stood by the representatives of the smpioying
class, and in fact the waapon of wding unemplay
ment ta hold doswn wage increases is an old ona
The businggsnan's journal The Economisz, for
grampde, quite opan by said that, “We rmust rely
on unamgployment to destroy the milianay of
the trade uricos.”" T take just one other
axamply, the soonomist Professor Peish ergues
in his pamphlet Aise and Fall af Woames Palicy
that "I ncormes must never again be allowed o
rise as fast relativaly to output as in the last few
vears, and this, in torn, megns Bal the mangin
af urnded procductive resoences and tha feesf of
urtgm et must be highes than it has baeen
ginge the war,"”

Barber's and the capitalists argqurments arein
fact a0 stapid et i s ety o refute them auan

Tha numberof peopls in wark is of course
anormously affected by the number of goods
wehiich con be sold, The smount thot can e sodd
igin turn decided by how much money & eeail-
abde to buy them, and one of the most impor-
tant things in deciding that is how many pecpbs
are getting paid weges and how high thoss
wiagas are, By cutting wages and incraasing
wnemployment, o raising the number of people
ol receiving a8 pay packet at all, you are
asctuslly decressing the amount of money mail
able to buy goods. This will cut the sale of
ponds and therefore increass unemployment
Iri Fesct, 1o increas the numbar of good's that
cary be sald, and therefore cut anemployment,
It is necessary to greatly increase wages In any
sansible economic system that is what woold be
done to increess employment. Unfortunately
ours i not & sensible sconomic system

Tha stupidity of Barbers srguments ame undes
gtood by the TUC. They quite rightly say that
the way to cure unermployment is 10 o pand
the economy and not to actually cut the amount
that cén be sold by holding back wages The
TUC has argued that theway to cure tha prob-

lern af unemployrment is to espasd the economy.

& rate of growth of the econamy pf B% would
cut unernployrment by 200,000 ina year and
weoule prowide an extr £1,000-millien-sarth
of goods, howses, sarvices, schools, et Wat
desprite #ll this—the stupidity of the govern-
rment's erguments, the fact that the solution T
tha poanamis prablem in terms of growth is so
obwious, despite the fact that the entire working
chass mesrement weauld fight wath 2l its
afanTous strength against any raturn o a8
19305 typeer situatlon, the TUC remains pare-
lysed. It fails tosea that the orablemn of the
19308 was caused by capitallam, and that to
avid that type of situation capitalism needs to
be destroywed and not tinkered with, You can-
not skin & bive tiger inch by inch. Capitalism
iy b chanoed (s face, nesw-men may be
running it, it may hava bean forced tomake a
s concegslens in the fonm of welfare sarvices,
bt it 5till remains capitalism, and wihen the
greet god of profit demands a sucrifice in the
shape of hundreds of thousands of unemployed,
then s long s capitalism resnains, its demands
will ke carried out by any govaernment, whathier
it b Tory or Labkoue, By feiling to campaign
on that basis and instesd trylng 1o parsusde the
same men who creste the prohlem of unam ploy-
ment 1o solve it, tha TLIC showes its idass to b
completely unrealistic and utopian. As lang as
it is propared (o ey o inhpa the |.|'l|:|l:l|EI'|"- af
unemployment within capitalism, then the
goweimmant can ahways point out that in order
ta axpanc the sconomy, employvers demand
greater profits, and thet means hobding tack
wiages. Also by trying to solve the problams
of unamployment within capitalism, [T mesns
thiat the TUC will not rasolutaly resist tha
gerearnmaent’s productvity and Festructuring
sahernes which are what helps to craate the
problem of unempleyment in the first placa,
Because in the past tha Lobour Party hiss
besan rasponaile for not fighting unemployment,
or has actively crested i, and besacss for their
uwr reasons the trade unions have not wanted
1y arganise the uramployed, the tosk ot
biilding craanisations of unemoloyed workers

fallen on political arganizations and on renk and
file action. Unfortunately this situation still
muists todsy. The votes of the UES men to
ococupy the yards if necassary sets the pace, but
throughowt the country many simillar fights,
even if on & smallar scala, need to ba fought
Many peaphe are dodng 3 ramendous job in
Claimants’ Linkons and similar organisations, bul
this work cannot be carried through sucoes
fully wnless the official sections of the trade
union movamant can be forced Into asthan,
Certain sctions in situations like UCS can be
taken o1 ance. These include bans on overtime,
bams on productivity deals, worksharing But
thase can only be shor-term meassured | o he
Iung run, only measures of nationalisat o smd
workers” control will safeguerd the situation for
weorkers on the Upper Clyde and othears in
similar situations. Thasa con only be gelned By
rmeasshve frace unicn ection, which necessarily
means forcing the backing of the otfickal sections
of the trade unicn movement, and through
political action, Here little is to be expecied
frann the Lebour Party. What is neaded is for tha
trada unions thomsehres to draw up & scheme
for a planned expanding economy, This is tum
cart oniy be done ance control of Investrment 8
tekien out of the hands of the capitalists and is
placed vunder wworkers” control

&5 far the work of organising the unemployed,
because of the refusal of the official trade unions
to do it, organistions like Chsmants Linions sre
doing most of the work, 11 is vital that this work
is continuad, But thes: arganizations musi not be
qeen as perfect just because they are somehow
“outsida™ the cantrel of the undoan afticlals. On
the contrary, work in these crgsnisations is not
a substitute for work insice the of flcial moee
mient; it Is 8 way of ensuring that the maximum
possible leverapa is exerted insick the afficial
moverment, Every trade uricnist can see the force
of argumants for the unemployed oo be represen-
ted on Trades Councils and for the trade wnions
ta ellocate funds and manpower to organisEng
tha urermplaped, Thess facts are so abwious
that militents will wage big fights sgainst trade
unian officials to get these things sceeptad.
Urernpfoyiment is-an issue in which the inachs:
guacy of refarmist trede union leadars can ba
sean not ot seume high leved of absraction but
on a matter of day-to-day strugghe which is a1
the same tirme a matter of life and daath for
trade unionisrm, In the 19304, the Communist
Party undartook the tag: ol building mowve-
ments of the unemplovad. Now it is too
enmashed in parliamestarinian ad retarmist
trade wnionism to do so. The small revalutionary
qroups can now meEke 0 mpect inoa straggle
which Iz cantral to the neads of the working
class, A5 Trotsky sald, lving in a revalutionary
epcch does not mean that you can ignoses e
day-to-day strugale of the working class; what
it doas masn, howevar, is that sven the day-to-
day strueggle can be carried on within a resolu-
tionary parspactive, In the case of unemplioy-
rment, weir can go Turther; what the whole
ex parience of the period since 1846 shows is
that gvely those with a revalutionary parspec-
tiva can carmy an sucoessfully the day-oo-day
work of the struggle against unemployment,

Tha opportunitsas are thane I only revolution
arias ran aresn thiem



Alan Tones" article on Lokacs in Fie Red Mole
of June |5th, despite a nwmber of gensrally
correct criticisms, does not furnish an sdequata
gaseeament of Lukaca’ work on g nomber of key
questions. Thus Alan Jones writes of Ligkacs:

"His book on Lenin is thought-provoking, and
its concept of the "actuality of the revolution® is
d key ong, but unfortunately the boak is marrad
by being based on a series of statemants which
are stralghtforward lies - such as for example that
Lenin was inftially alome i npposing from Uhe
first the First World War from o revolutionary
defestivl position,"'

Lukacs' femin deserves batter than the book
reviewer s feebile aceolade that it s “'thought
proviking’’, The book is in fact far and away the
best account we have of Leninism as o theory,
{The Afterword writien by Lukzcs over four
decades knter is. of course, & quite different
matter), The concept of the Tactuality of the
revolution”, though given intriguing expression
in this work, is perhaps gt most problematic
single 1hesis since it does not concentrace the
attention of revolutonanes on the necessarily
gonjuncturial nature of any revolutionary
situsticn and allows Lukacs to ploss over the
debates oround the thasis of the permanent
revolution. The statemeani that the book con-
tuins “a serics of . straightforward fies™ is
wildly Inaceurite and umsubstantiated. The
specific example given of such & hies shows
this. Lukacs arpues that Lenin's insisience that
the imperialist war should be tumed into a
civil war was an origmal ind ootstanding con-
inbution. both theareticslly and politicalle, to
the revaluticiiary movement. He is quite correet
to do so. Consider the following acenuat of the
LZimmerwald Conferance to he found in l3azc
Deutscher’s The Prophet Armeed:

A minority, grouped around Lanin, whe for
the first time now eame foramrd us the proago
nist of an milernational and mot merely of a
Blussian trend in socizlism, wged the conference
o sdopt a defeanist aritode towards 2l warring
governments, 10 coll vpon the proples to “tum
the imperinlist war into o civll war”, and 1o pros
chaimy the nesd of & new Intemational. This the
majority refused todo On most points Trosky
wai in agreernent with Lenin, although he would
nol endorss Lemin's revalutionzry defeatism,
It was, he wrote, in the interest of socialism
that the war should and “arathout victors or
wanquished ") He held. moreomver, that thess dif-
terences shiould be transeended soous 1o enable
the confersnce pnanimously to condemn the
war. In this evervbody conclrred, and Trotsky
witd asked 1o drow up o statement of principles
which was soon o become femmes ag the
Zimmerwald Manifesio .. Rouzing though ic
wis, the Manifesto was vague in its coneligions
It did not eall For covil war 10 put an end 1o the
imperiafisi war;and 31 did not envisagz a new
International. The Confarance adopted the
Manifesin unanimously, bul Lenin's zroup
placed their reservations on record ™ [ Thee
Prophet Armed, p. 226}

Of course, o great deal more could be writlen
about the precise positions adopted by Lenin and
other leading revolutionaries on the wvar bt
nome of its would jstily deseribing Lukacs®, or
Deuischer’s, account as a “seeaichtforward e,

There are oblter maues vaised by Lukaos' work
that Alan Jones trzats rather too summanly.

Lukaes did indead fumish theoretical cover to
the Stalinist verson of “socizlise realism™ but i
ulso worth pointing aut thar the only book he
ever devoted tof Sowviel wuthor was his recent
Solzhenitsyn where he argees that the latiar was

the supreme Hving exponen) of “socialist
resafisen s Tn itself, of cowrsz, this judgemant on
aoplmhenitsvn does not make the aanificant
political reservations it s necessary fo muke
abaut Solzhenitsyn, hut 1t connet simply be
wiitten ofl 3z “intelf=ctual decay sod eompromise
with Stalin™ as cun much of Lukacs’ earlie
literary coticism. Alan Jonos artacks those who
“garify his { Lukcaes™) undoubed intellectusl
achieve rents whils ignonng his political
activities”. This is quite correct but Alan Jones
does et reler toany of Lukses' politizal
activitizs before the mid-twenties, Price 1o this
time Lukacs had been e of the foundars of
the Hungarinn Communist Party, 8 Comundssae
im the Hungarias Commune, and lator. in exile,
one of the most giftad exponears of 1he ullre-
lett of the German Communist Party. 1f oue
asgzasment af Lukncs docs not cover these epl-
sutdes then we miss muchs that is most interesting
im Lukacs' political develapment, nat because
Lukus was ot.all corraet in the positions he
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wdupted during this period, Tt because he did
pose & number of vital questiong at this rime
which were fater (0 be ignored, not least by
Ludaes himself: his text “The Role of Morality
in Communist Praduction™, for example,
spazks of the danger of bureaucrstic degensra-
tion of the revolutionary stte snd envisages the
necessity of o political revoletion to check this.
Croe should certainly bewara of constrocting o
myth that Lukees™ political activities were
blameless wntil his entlorsement of “socislism in
ane counlry " ginee his thesas on political
questions in this penod were often extremely
imcorrect! ey, his position on the role of the
Commurist Party during the Hunearian Com-
mune ot his later thesss o Parlinmentarism.
Bie just o Alan Jomes justly indicates that in
the field of philascphy Lukaes had an abilicy to
pose correctly questions that be did not answe
correctly, 5o this is also the case with sonw of
his earlier political writings. Die reason why it
i3 important 1o acknowledge this is thet it
strenprhens Alan Jones' own criticien of what
luter became of Lokacs. His early writings
auggest that be could heve mada'a mijer conl-
buticn to the revolutionery movement on the
politieal as well 25 philosophical level. The Gact
that Lukacs became a laading luminary in
Stalin’s peace campaigns and abandoned revoly-
tionury politics then becofnes an'even greater
indictment of his own pact with Stalinizm. The
diverss deviutions espoused by Lukavsin the
course of his loag lils form o complex unity
which must be understood as a whole, relating
hie political o his theoreticul work without
false shorl cuks

The theme of Alan Tones” article wzs that
Markism should alwaya Know how 1o exiac
any eoticad or seientific elément in bowrgecis
thought and restructurs it in the contest of
revolulionery Mamae theary, We must also
leamm 1o pectorm this epemtion on the works of
those weriters whoss thought was distorted ar
stuntad by Stalinism but still has some genuine
Muraist content,
Rt Blaek i

ALAN JONES REPLIES:

Fubin Blackbuam has racler (e sdyunlage in that he
can ek out one or e poinis wherees §had to
arteanpd 1o give & rough sketch of Lukaces” work In
1,50k wwrds. This Faidly obvioualy cannod be done e
everyane's atisfaction, Also, ghven the limited space
mvnilahbe, | capnal take up, much os | wold ke 1o, in
Order be strengthen my case, e minor poinls concem:
ing Solzhenitavn, Lukacs' varly puelitical netivicies and
i “actuality uf dhe revolution™,

The main point € de Blackbum fecks is important
conciing Lukacs” book Lendn, I we eoambne the Book
Legndi clearhy, we will find that it Jas 3 whole series of
curknsitien hoily i whal is emphasi=d ond, more
Imipartantly. in what is left oot OF course any writer
must chaose ard seleet his mateddal. but when sslection
amul anvission formd & cohereat patiern, them we ebgin
T thitik that seanething mare Hhan iseee compression
Tor the purposes of publication is invabred. Funthey
maag, When the sims of amiesen and commisson are
sten Lo assume exoctly the gane fonm o those of the
edicts of those oo had an interesd in crenting o false
Horchodexy™, then we can begin fo do tallier more
than merely surmiss of whal B going on. A good
cxampbe of (s 15 Lenin and Trotsky™s position on
e Firsd Wourdd War.

During ghe Farst World War then: was noi
srmply, as Stalinlar my thobogy would have s
belleve, 4 aplil between the chauvinists and ihose
wher sught 8 revolutiosaey end lo the war, Actually
amamg the revolationere liteena tionalists then were

o Beast bwo main currents: one consating pelmarily
of Lenin and finevier and the otdher nrl'!lgmld}- amil,,
wdudlly, Bukharin, These came into violent conflict at,
for pxample Eimmerwald, becana of Trotsoy's totally
Imeoarect view on the wvolulionary parly. Trotsky's
hagic view ot thue time was theot @nder the pressure of
evenits the Monshevike snd otlbers would be Farced da
al im a revelulivanary way and thercfore when It came
i clrafting the Zimmeryald Manifesio, 8 Deadscher
rolates wikal be fided b do. in Bine with his bpsic
mezthod of this pericd, was o try (o find a foomuala o
which &l could agree in dhe e that when it came to
the crunch a revolutionery interpeetlon would e put
om bt, Trotsky himsalf admited dhis loer when he
wrole comcernimg dhe war that ™ Lanin ooubd never
endura @ny half statements or unclearness 1o was
mght in desling dooble and triple hlows vl a pobiti
cal thought semed to him lnoomplele oy
equivocal ” Given this position of Lenin’s, Ir was
ofcourse inevitabie that he gioold clagh fercely
and Frequently with Troetsky. However as Trotsky
absi comments, there is a sharp cupisare between
smch pobimical blows and the appraisal of the main
aspecls oof o palitical line. As regards thal political
lime, what Trotsky polemicised aganst was the postinn
hitiadly adopied by Lenin, slibough later quietly
menafified . which althoagh superbly revolutionory,
wal (heoretically incomect.
‘When Lonin, in the inltisl Bolshevik munifesta
o Ulse war, raiwed the slogan of Rassia®s dofeal
being the “lesser evil™, o¥en his supporiers wemn
farced 10 point oot ikt this postion was smbiguous.
Trotsky aptly raised the guestion: “Lessr evil than
what? D it inean that the defeat of Bnssis was o
Resser evil thn the defeat of Germany? Lenin, ofoourse
nevar meant thai for one instance, had his formualation
i clearly ambigusus, eapeecially wiedn coupled with
views such &8 “Crankin i a hundred fimes worse than
Kakserim."{ Lemin do Shylspnikor, Ger, 17 1914)
Trodsky ogreed with the concept of the “beaser ovil'™
oy provicded fowas underseood mrowided chat It was
miale clear thot the only cotrect and sclen lific concepil
of it semeesl efunt i “lesger evil™ was defeated rother
than e cessation of revolutionany struggbe This
pasition was speltout in Octolser 1414 and is what
Dhentschicr refacs o when he writes nhout Trotsky's
refierences that the wor showkl ond wifiour “riviors
or vunguished”. This was sor 8 pavifit aspiration,
bt 6 mefeinder B0 Lenin's thearciscally incorm et
pudition, Trotsky never budged from ghis position
As lofe s 1938 in enphasising the necessity For
aevplotlonary defealism in Workd War 2, he wrone
ihat: “Revolationary defeatisn senifies only thal
ini its class struggle the probetacken parly does moi
st st “poirioic’ conilderations, since defeat of fis
awn Imperilist geeernmenl, Brought nbout, or hasiened
ey the revolulionary movement of The masses is an
incumparably lemer evil then victory gaimed a1 the
jpeice of nadiomal wnity, thl i, i
of the pmiletariae,™ It s posdbbe thal Cde Bk burmn
will eonckide from this that ol thet has been dhomo
& thai Trotsky maintained hia lncorssct view ol
whnt wevohitionsey defeatism right up fo his deatie
Thia seems rather implusible considering that e
Fauarth Internafional waa tes omly Marisi argui-
sation which did nof suzcumb to chomvinism durlig
ihe Secoml Waorld Waor, hut itis possible, Let o
examine Lenin's vipwe on (he subieci aswe know
that eyl ted all half-clear and anelear statements
Lenin wrote: ** Booim the begiandng of the Imperiakist
wr, (Trofdy b ook 2 clear-cod internotionalisi
posiliom, " Lol The Sealin Sefood of Folalforiian B 3).
Ti s necessary 10 medtorale fhese fools ioday,
bt bn 1924, when Lukacs wrode his ook, It wss all
common knowled ghe despite flve Bact that 8 Galin's
fuction bl started it campaign of distortions and
eyifemalic [alsifications To helieve that Lukacs,
an e pert an Temin, 8 men with a persona| knowledge
of many of the leading persmalitics of the Comin-
fern, who bved inoo perind whes e events be was
desexlhing were fregh in dhe mind; and who bisd easy
access to all the material on Che suldect, was not
amare of fthese digpeites @8 o sirain-oor cedubicy
beyand belisd. This becomes clearer whan wea
exnmime lhe ather aberrations contatned in the
bk, Wt |eewe spe (0 discwss ondy pne of ©hese
Lukscs entithes Chapter 2 of hia book, * Tl
Prolelariat as the Lesding Clas ™ Here he comrecthy
empliagises hat te basss of Lenin’s strogghe sgeinar
opporiumism inside the Risssion poarey was his nidec-
standing fhai the proletariat znd aot the hosnpeokle
wonald fead the coming Fussisn Hevolu ton However
it Is soumendiat curieds G0 pot El mildly . no discission
in this Chapier of the Fact that antil 1917 Lealn beliovet
thar dhe Russinn Revolution woukd be a boargecis
revdlution. Thus Lefin bl written that ithe revolat-
wn vl nod wesken, bai will stmagthen the
iwmination of the hourpeobale™ or that becouse ' the
poobelarial constifules @ mimority ™ therefore “enyone
wiwr stlemipts (o achieve weinlisme By sny other roule
without passing through the stage of pobitical demauvnicy
willl imevitably arrive of the moal absund and reacdionary
coacipsions bith eaoatamic and polifical”™’, The reason
why Lukacs canmol deal with this not omingpercait
positon of Lenin's prior to Aprd 1217, 65 odcourse
hecouse to have daee soowosld hive iveant dealing
with Trodsky who during the eniine 13-year polemic
bedween himiel and Lenin, hod been comest (and
Lenin wrong! b regording the role and objectives of
thie warking ¢l m he Bussian Revolution Wowever
by [924 to have deale with this debade in o oscsentifc
way would hove menne braaking wills the griw ing
Sovier “eridd ony™, This Lukacs as we discmssed 1n
the Bl article, was olally unprepenad to da, .kg:a,l,.-.
thiz argument ahowl the role of the prolefaral was
et sometlibng widlch can Tave “escaped™ Lukacs”
allenon Just as in dhe cose of the attitads (o war,
lukacs was trimming his ideas fo 7it " orthed o™,
althonigl &l this fime he was not grovelling before it
in-the way he was fo do later.
What we in fact find in ferie, and these are other
examples than those meationsd. is 2 swscemnfi:

ON THE QUESTION OF LUKACS

amission and distartloa 1f Cde Blackburn i very
ooncerned wilh derminobogy, peraps “svatematic
dizterton” will offend fewer mendtivities amit B camn
have such 2 verbal vicoorye §f he likes, bar | think
“atradghitforsand lis will il the Bl ncely, Lukacs'
Lenin remains o great work but & fundamenialhy
Nz ed ome,

Perfipps, however,  mosd imporand in Cde
Hackbuarn's leeter is the method he sdopte in desling
with Inrelbecruals Hke Lukiacs i ix intetestmg to
comirast il ti that of Lenin (s outlined for sxamples
in Caliecged Woeks, Vol 42, p, 325, reganding defeat-
igm and Uie seclion of Bhat &v & B doge an lnbelles
tualsl

Lonin adopbed a completely differemt acriuds in
wrdinary wewkers wha hebd false ar eyen rmﬂum-
political ideas than Jwe did to lafeBéciualy, no matter
how brilBant, who share the sime idess. When the
wirkers and pousants of Russin wers for defenclsm,
this waa becanss of 8 confusod fone oF e Kaised, ihe
ovierpeweting inlluence of the Russian Orthodox
church, the cult of the Crar, cte. Thale pogtion of
defemeisn was fotally diffecent fo thad of an intellec
Tual wh had ample oppartunity o weigh op the
argaments, fects, ete. o all sides ned d0 come fo a
well-worked-aut conelusion, For the worker or
peasant Lenin wonld never hive arged snything
arfeer than endiess persuaaion, [lestration of svenis,
arpumenis, et For the intelbsctunl howewer tlee
aituatinn was fofnbly difforent. Hepe the only aeaver
WK T ous imtelbsctual war, Lemin's greatest contri-
brtiom o the Heory of serolutlonary organisolion
was his insdstenoe on Fierce podemic amd struggle
ngainst oven the dightest of wrong formubitions, kel
alouve comphetely wrong postions The reason for this
was mat necidental, bat was comphletely thed up with
Lenin's conveption of theory as smsething of vital
and immedinte practicnl impecrtance, snd nof gomething
L e plaved aeuid with in the manner af an intelles
tual dilettange,

When il comes to the question of Stafindsm, the
position is exactly the gme 3a fhat of the attibules
durimy the Firal World War, For a worker, the aeopp
tence ol the positiens of Stalimism may heve bean dis:
ta instlnerhve hinteed of sapdtalian, tealistion of ihe
necessity for bughiness in the strugghe againsd tos
Broirgeo e, shople confusion o any one of o hondred
ather things. Mone af thess chings nnkes Sealingam
e intn bess sounter resolutionary as an ddeodony,
bt it dove means thal the nsethod we use for dealing
with it ix that of patient argument and perennslon For
the intellectual the situation is fotally differenl Tust
as Lendi oould later, a0 wase, praise Flekhanoy's
philosophical writings as the finest on the subject but
dlilk nidt hesatate far ane momeent i nmﬁ.g him
remnrselessby for his aocial pacrbotiam, w al s we
iy select Mose seclions of Lakacs which ane valuable,
bl thad in nd way allers cur tenind polidicel nssezs
ment of Loksis By 1924 Luksos was snd §emaindl,
an enemy of the g cluss Tt is 28 sach be mun he
ereated. The faet that he wag alse one of (e o
hiEllant mweit e 10 e amociated with the commuznist
mewement most make us mone harsh withy him, not
lirsa,

Dear Comracdes,

We are working on o long overdue
project—eompiling a aeglection of revolu-
tionary sonps for publication. We are
anxious to et material from any country
depicting workers' struggle or movements
for national liberation, together with
background information or anecdotes (o
illugtrate the political points,

If anvone wanta to help us in this they
should sxnd material (words/score)
information /recordings, ete. ) to the
addrezs below. We nesd to have a wide
range of material to be able to make a
goied selection, and at the moment we
are very shiorl of sonpgs from France,
Germany, Spain, Translations would also
be useful.

Venceremos,
Graham Jones,
18 Lavatt Street,
Stafford.




























