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Pyumber 27, 1 September 1971

The dollar crisis and

Nixon's decision to devalue the dollar has thrown the eapi-
talist world into & panic the like of which has not besi seen
for many years. And vet the decision was inevitalde, Over
ihe last few years revelulionary Marxists had been moting
the trends in the American economy and predicting the
mesvres which an Amenican President would be forasd (o
take to try and right the sitvation. Most of these predictions
bave been confirmed. Two key Tactors have determined ile
econamic stustion of the United States: its role & the
beading capitalist policeman aguinst social change anywhere
i flse world (2 role which it had Begely (o fnance il
and the deteriornting balance of payments stuation caused
by the rapid growth of European and Japanese cotnpe Htion
im the world market since the List war.

THE AMERICAN WORKING-CLASS

Bat while the external effects of Nixons economic
palicies ire extremely important, and bound to have long-
berm repercusions, the result atl home should not be under-
estimated. Even though the wage freese is supposed to be
restmicied (0 three months, it is obviows that & maore
projonged system of wage-controls is heing worked out and
ewen trade union leaders like George Meany (AFL-CIO |,
pol particulardy noted for haldimg mdical views, have been
farced to denounce the measures as “patently discrimina-
tory against working men and women™, He also pledged
mon-cooperation and immediately set the AFL-CIO0 lawyers
working on ways and mesns (o have Nivon bogally defeated

The cir workers leader Leonard Woodenck threatened strike
action if the freeze was extended beyond #0 days and
stated publicly, 11 they want war, they caw heve wor, " All
thes= sipns point to a factor which has heen giving sboe pless
mights to the Nixon regime: o reawnkening of militaney in
the American working cliss, of which the postal workers'
strike (1970} and the General Motors strike which ended
early this year are only part of the symptoms. Given the
present economic sitmtion we can expect to see hig
struggles in the American working closs and this factor
coupled with the radicalieation which has taken place on the
periphery of the working class, could lead 1o extremely
powerful explosions, This is the spectre which is beginning
to haunt the less complacent sections of American capital
mnd pressures for both economic and podirfes! sobitonism
{ie. n more insular foreign policy ) are lkely to increase as o
result, But the latter is cleardy out of the question. The
situstion in Latin America and Asia does not permit it.
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WEST GERMANY AND JAPAN

The two capitalist countries most affected have been West
Germany and Japan, While for the Gesmans Mixon's freeze
menns a cutdown in Volkswagen sles to the U8, (before
the import surcharge West Germany sold ane quarter of its
tolal output of Yolkswagens to the Sttes), for the Japanese
the new measures amount to an economic Fearl Harhour,
Of its total exports, Japan exports 30°% to the United States
and estimutes of what the import surcharge would cost the
Tapumese ceonomy mnge from 700 million to %25 bilion
for the remainder of this year. American capital is clearly
trying to contain forther Tapanese encroachments on the
American market. This was the second hig shock for the
Sato government coming a3 it did on the heels of Kissinger's
visif fo Chou en Lai and the announcement of Mivon's
impending visil to Peking. The difference being thar while
the United States gave two minutes warning of the Iatter, it
allowed ten minutes for the dollar devalwation. A part from
sharpening the conteadictions between Japanese and Amerd-
can capital, a more immediate effect could well e e
resignation of Sato from Japanese politics, thos marking tlse
end of the “special relationship™ between the fwo courttes
and forcing the Jupanese to play o more independent role in
policing Asia on behalf of imperialism. Certainly one nim of
the Nixon administration ix undoubtedly to force capiralise
Eurape {in particular, West Germsny)and Japan to contri-
Bute and share the cost of American military buses sbroad,
which cost just aver §3 billion a year.
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THE INDO-CHINESE REVOLUTION

For the present crisis hils the United States at a time
when the world revalotien i3 on an upswing, Only the mast
myopic of Evrocentric “Maorxists”” could today doabt the
phenomenal impact which the Indo-Chinese revolution has
bad on the political Bfe and economic structure of United
Stites imperialism. The old image of the United States as
an authoritative and stoble force capable of restoring the
capitallst stufus quo has today hesn completely reversed,
largely because of the inprecodented herodsim of the Viei-
mamese. And it would be fotile to imagiee thot this heeoism
fell ouet of the sky. It is due not kast to the lesdership of
the Mational Likeration Front and the abeslute refusl of
the Morth Vietnamese leaders to eapitulute in the face of
miLssive imperialist pressare. 10 has become clear that the
United States will be forced (o pull out of Indo-Chinn. The
old dilemma of whether a withdraws] would be more Isarem-

Tiil thun wravinm in o e somee thad ¢ sowald oo, o - ada
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today understands perfectly well that n continoed densorali-
sation mside the Army, conpled with growing unemploy-
et af home conld prove to be a fatal combination, His
approach to Peking is thus made if a ime of weakness,
which mmkes all the more criminal tle Cliness collaboration
with the Yahya and Bandaransilke regimes in Pakistan and
Ceylon against the revolutionary mwvernents of those bwg
couniries, It seems unlikely whether Peking will be able to
wid Nixon in getting the Vietnamese to make move than
purely tactical compromises. The latter are in o strong
position and aware of it. Despite the cymical opportamnksm
of Peking the revolutionary procoss in Asla will continue

i unfeld. The Indian sub-continent todny becomes a new
weak link in the imperinlist chain.

THE STRUGGLE IN LATIN AMERICA

In Latin America, the overthrow of Torres In Bolivin only
apells out what the Fourth International has vigoroushy
maintained since its Ninth Wordd Congress in 1969, namely,
that ormed struggle is on the agends throughout the conti-
nenit. The se-called military reformists have received their
first anawer in Bolivia, whers all the left groups have united
o ereate a chindestine military command o continwe the
strugghe. Thus the strupgle begun by Che Guevars iztoday
reswmed and its participants include many new reeruits to
the canse of armed struggle, Tt §s clear that in Peru, the
Junta will be faced with similar altematives and thal some
yiiing Turis in the Chilean Army could well emulsie the
Bolivian srmy officers and attempt to put an end of the .
unstable political stuation in their country. The situation
in Brazil and Argentina also is not one that is likely ro pro-
vide comfort te the United Stutes. The brutal military
dictatorship in Brazil, which only recently tortured one of
our corirades to death (see ebewhere in this issue ), leaves
no other option open to the masses but that of clandestine
atgaisalion and preparition for an armed strogale. fn
Arpenting, the commdes of the ERP (Peaple’s Revohition-
ary Anny b together with other fighting erganisations have
demunstrated the possibilities of a coordinated struggle
aguinst the Lunusse dictatorship. The next period will se=
e sy exphoslons in Latin America, and the United
States will find it difficult to rely on its janitors in Latis
America alone. At some stage it will be foveed to intervene
directly.

The curvent dollar crisis thus marks the end of a perind
of comparative stability for United States capital andf it
coincides with a workl situation where despite the sctbacks
recently suffered by the revolutionary movement {Palestine.
Ceylon. etc.) the revolutionary upstrge still continues. This
could well lead to a situation which would surprise a1l thiose
wha had written the American working class off and devised
theories to prove how well it had been integrated into the
structures of the bourgecs state,

—Tarig Ali
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The follswing interview emerged after o lengthy discuxsion
with @ Yugosly comrade sympathetic fo the Fourth Iter-
ngdtomal, kst Sl

The proflems in Yugoslay sowery todsy are very dcule,
gnd the trends away frnm socialism are divelopmg rapidly,
wnel om any levels. 1 shall trv Lo oulline sove af them,

e guestica which has achicved prominence 15 (he
question  of nationalism—thds imcludes the  problem of
the gremdng insqualites between the six mpublics, the
prowth of aationzlistic, chouvinistic feelings within the
republics, wid of rthe relation of federal o repulBlican
authopizy. That avtionalian has became so imporeant is aot
o malier of ghanes but s consequence of politicnl policies,
and, despite the repeated pleas for unity, is senally on-
cowraged by the Party leadership. A small but indicerie
example is provided by the census which was. corried oul
sarlier this year, In this infoemation was sought on the
naticnality of respomdants who were asked o identify
themselves as Serhs, Croots, Bosmans, eic,, or even as Mus
lims {2 capital M indizating naticnality, a small m indicating
raligious affiliations), but aof a2 Yugoslave; the lacter answer
wad not meraly excluded in the censs form, bt was friter-
preted o mokmyg the entire censs return invulid? Consider-
able prior publicity warnod of this.

Con you explinn the spnificance of the present trunsfer
of more power to the republics?

The current restructuring of relationships berwoen fedaral
and republiczn authonties which gives much greater auto-
nomy o the republican povemments has been cloakbed in
Marxist phrazealogy abow the withering away of the stata.
Hiwever the strengihening of the bureaucracies in the six
republics and of their pawer 2l the expense of the foderal
autheritics clearly represznis ao such withering away, The
amendments to the Constitution which permit these changes
eruhle the republican governiments o draw wp inde pendend
agrocmeents with foreign capital with rogard oo investment,
atd o puaranteed returne on foreion investment is wder dis-
cussion. The extarr of the sufonamy now permicted s nne
enfirely cloar, bur ic seoms that iF one of the repablics
wanied to withdraw froom the fedecation and attach frsalf
to anather cowitry (if Slovenia wanted 1o join Auwsica, Tor
example} the Constitution does nol explicitly exclude this.
(The official argnment is thal is no republic wouid want In
do this noexpheit saleguards ure necessary.)
What 14 the immedinte effeet of thes changes?

The decentralisation has the effect of reinforcing noticne
liwthe mntments in each republic, 2 trend which is direet]v
counter (o the aima of the revolution, snd the dogana Tor
'n-l‘-'l'li!]r and fld'i'Tl'-l‘l:r' of the st I'IJ;EEEI. ol ilie war p:nr_H:l Bhige
nationatism han & long history in the aren of modern Yogo-
slavia, hawving been promoied in the past by imperialist
powerd in support of the classic method of divide and rule,
Tudaw the bureaucratic elite &= protected from ariticism,
and fondamenta’ problems are obscored by the prowing
mationl dvalries. 5o, for exampla, there is more wide-
apread argument sbout how Serbia exploits Croatis thein
about how the buresucracy purites pobicies which sseume ity
mieseyts 5t the experne of the worken and pemants of botk
Serbis and Croatis. And s discussion aboat the role of the
political pofice could be diverted into » discussion of the
reistion of federal to republizan police, so that questions of
redl importance could be cvaded. The dangers in these
trends are flustraled by the fact that in pro-nationalis
demonsirafions in Croatin, the bodaes and emblems of the
U'stusa ure re-appenring,

~Can you outline some of the pressnt trends in socii]
ineqqualities?
The growing inequalities betwean richer and poores repub-
lics and between different social groups are renching disas-
trous proportions: bl these follow from the policies of
ecenomic decentralisition and “market socializn™ which
have cnabled alt thesr aspects of natianalism to roassert
themselves. T tow o pive sume examplay of thess inecpun-
lities. The growing numbers of workers abroad are one
indicztion of the problems within the country {between |
and 1% millionk, The situation for mosi pessamts and woo-
Zers s peiling worse. Within the country about 605 of the
employed populalion are at the level of minimum wapes at
which only bare subsistence is possible, Inercasingly 11%
necessary (o work for more than & hours o day, 10 find 8
seeond job if possible, So that not only with regard to pay
but alse with regard to spare 1ime many workers sre wore
-*.-ﬂ"_ than they were there's less time or enerey for any edu-
cational activity or for purticipation in polilical m:-}tm;.;s.
aned veluntaey collective work is out of The question. Hulf af
the sconcmically active nre pessinis bur [evels of 2gricul-
tural development rermain s low that more than | million
ot them are only paitially emploved—in fact if there wers
factoriesin which these penple could arork they could dooso
withaout sy harm beng done to thei apricultural work,
A Tumjug Report in 1960 in South Serbia {not the P
el region) pives an idea of pay levels snd differentials: —
0% of saluries® were at the minimuam lewal, 35,000
dinars per month Cabood £100
20% of saluries were 450000 30,000 dinars per himith
[under E15)
505 of salaries wore 60000 70000 dinaes per month
{around £20)
166% of salaries wers BOL000—90000 dinars per month
funder £300)
*tle. salares in industrial enterprises and work orgamisa-
Laoris )

Workers Struggks

in Yugoslavia

In education thinge are deteriorting in many ways. The
child of & memel worker hos 9 rimes less chanee of perling
Higher Edocation than the child of an administrative wor
kers and opportunifies are decressing. In many  arcas
peasnts keap their choldren ar home 1o helpoach ssak o
the ficlds ard to aveid the necessary pavments for books,
and equapinent. Nobomore fhan 105 of stederiz at Ui
versity age the ehildren of peasanis and workers. The school
and Eniversity population comes to fook tess like a pyrumid
and more fike a square @5 s many children pever gel mto
school at zll. A discusion has now opened aboui paymeont
for education; oaa proposal @ that andy alementary eduga-
tion should be free, there showld be fees for high school and
Limiversity. O course There’s atready a privale medical ser-
vice in one of tha repahlics.

—And wh ia doing well in this situation?

The people who are getting most out of the present situs-
tior are the meambers of the bureaucratie elite whiss privi-
lees sexm to bocome morz secure. more extensive and
miore obwicus The extant 1o which this aroup is becoming
identical with the Leapur of Communists can be seen if we
look zc the composition of the Party.in | 970;

% of members Weare peasin s

| 3,45 were workers

#0. 2% were high lewel sdministmators
Power im the veonomic sector is hecoming mose elnsaly
mlerwoven with political power as successiul directors,
mansgers and adntinistatoos seek high postions in the

Party, and no one else is there to stop them. The power of
this groap is growing: their control over the allocation of
surplus walue i aimost 1otal. Thelr intercers ane in direc
con et with those of workers. Even token worker represen-
tation, in Perlinmentary commissions for example, s almos)
nil, The trade onion Feadership is just an extension of the
bursaur=acy; they justfy the growing inequalities in lerms
of fnequalities in the mazker.

Th:.: f-r:w.r_gruu:_} whio are gru_'-h'i.r_g and prospering are the
small” cepitalista—the osmers of small wockshops, restaur-
ants, barg, e, It ods the common ambition of workers
relumning from abroad 1o helang o this growp. Whils shroad
—in West Gerpny or Sweden for example—they work
hard and long hoers (o meke enough money 1o return o
Yugeslavia and to set up & o repair buginess. or 2 Testaur-
ant; most of their socinl contact is probably with other
Yugoslivs, they ore unlikely even to come mio eontucd
with teade umons. When they relumn 1o ‘r'l,lgus]a‘.ri_a it i
probable that Jarge numbers of these workers have no son
of commmnment o socialism

Whit this group wants shove all is strong government—
the stabilisation of the ecosomiz and pofitical situation so
that their intereats con prosper: the pressuse which this
Eroup can exerl is mowing stronger,

[Hd anything important come aut of the S:i-Monose ment
Congres which was finally held—nfter so many postpone-
ments—this s pring?

During the pericd befare the Congress there was some
IEberalisarion in the palitical atmosphere, and there was
quite 8 fermenl of political debate shoul the Conprass,
shewt the proposed Constilutional Amendments_ete. How.
ever Ihis ended abruptly with the Congress itell and since
Titos zpeech colling for uniry thera has been 2 sort of
wiculrn in palitical discission. The Self-Management Con-

-press was 4 very furmel becasicn with neoreal diseussion

mking pivoe; all the specches md resolutions bad 1o be
prepured mere than o month befocahand, Many poaple
expoeted il there wanld De o decision to make shikes
lsgal; Tira made o speech in which he recopnized the right
of warkers to sirikr in certain Groumstances: bur re clear
degision has bean made vet. We sapear Mol sirikes will be
made lepal wodler certain condiians, bul i1 must be undar-
stocd thar thizs would be no mare than an artempt focon-
Iral strikios: At presen! Party menrbess are nod supposed to
|J;.'i':': part in sirikes: if atrikes were lepal Party members

~And this discussion abeast atrikes hos been opened becanse
of the incresse in sirikes in the recent period?
Yei, they're.one indigatlon of the prowins dissstisfaction
and alarm which @ felt in Yugoslavia today. (Some penpie
arzeven looking tothe USSR and expecing an infervention
th gave Yugiosly socialism from there!) But the prowth i
strikes i§ @ more eonstraetive, 17 lass clear response, In the
Bzt tora years e thare 1,000 has been officially recosded
e ome knows how many have actually taken plice, Thess
stribecs have involved manial workes, studends apd some
otlier groups such as teachers, Mostly the sreikars have pul
foramrd eennonie demands and these are the ones which
have Been reported in the Press, b dn addition many
degwands have reflected general criticiams of the present
political sitwation, and of the filure {0 make self-manzpe-
miend mean anvthing real,

Probably the clearcst criticism of the trends in Yo
shivia Fromm a trily sccialise goint of view comes From eoms
intellectuals who have had to ke jobs below the level of
their qualifications, and from some in jobs which carry few
privileges, But the task of spreading thege ideas 1 very diffi
calt for the very language of Mardsm and Socialian has
been devalued, For instance, the eotoe! development amd
operation of self-manapement in Yuzoalavia has made the
dcdea of self-management p joke m farge nuinbers of workers

=Can you explain how these distoctions in self-management
have developed

T upderstand: the distoctions in our, selfamianagement sy
tem i s pecessany to o back oits incroduction, At the time
of the break with the USSR in W& the Parry Teadership had
io reinforoe it working class support (it had alrcady lost
mich peasant support as @ vesull of sgriculivesl polices,
ani the left had already been eliminated by Sralin befare the
warl, Self-nmnagement was sel op (o secure |big. Thus i
was imposed from sbove, and its form from the besinning
wos destorted Torall institulions were given s Jeoul equality
—an equal right to self-mansement streetore, Tnstitutions
of production were equal to those of digribution, to expart-
import argansacions, banks, ere. Lacking other controds (he
hasis for prowing inequalitios was built into this system:—
Lry the pamea of selfamumagement decisions, baoks werein g
position fo manipuiate, vis investment policy, prodictive
enterprisas: large department stomes, throush investment
and sules pelicy. could make large profits and hold consider-
ahe power ower a small factory with which they placed
orders, eig. Power and profit in such u system go to the
lorgest and most favourably placed enterprises. The policy
of “marker sosalism™ hos mersly strengthened thess tronds.
S0 we howe o system of self“managemeont ar a horizoncal
lewel—in the faciory, sic. Yertically we have onfy the polic
ticul hierarchy, with power eoncenimted in the hands of
the bureaucracy; before we cin berin 1o make self-manage-
rrEnt real wa huve Lo break that.

—Daisy Wermchild

SPECIAL FROM EED BOOKS :
TWO CLASSIC REFRINTS -

The Third International after Lenin:
Leon Trotsky, Price: £1.25,

The Jewish Question: by Abram
Leon {with an introduction by Ernest
Germain and Nathan Weinstock).
Price: £1.15.




The Burroughs Strike

Afeer 10 weels' sizide, 1,500 workers at Burroughs Machines
Laet,, tn Cumbernauld, Dumbertonshire, returned 1o work
st Mondav. What happened at Burrouphs has important
lemons for Tubure industril stropgles generally, and Dor the
town of Cumbernanld in parliculor, The Rumouphs strike
hes shown most clearly that industriel strugples can no
lompar b eonfined Lo pure trade union acton, but to
sucoesiully fight the employer even on eeonomic demands
requives boch political acton and understanding.

Dele queve 1n Glaspow

THE HISTORY

[o 1964 the Shop Slewards Committee adopted a policy of
not using steilee potion us o frst siop in negodations «ith the
mabapement, Thiz gave the company Lhe longest serike. free
petiod in ils history. Profits zoomed during that time. In
1367 Burroughs declared & pr<tax profit of £2, In L2971 the
profits had shot up to an asironomicel £11.6 millions.
Druriog this {ime of ingredible growth worlers' wages
remiained phtifully low—u lurpe suction of Lhe workers lad an
averagy bike-home pay of £14 & week. In one vear alone
LY jobs were lost, GO0 of these Dhoough redundaney, It
wan apainst this background that the Union cried to nego-
tinte g niw wapis eombrivel,

THE STRIKE

After two months of haggling the company sent over its
chiol regotlator from America. The mabagement’s offer was
oo less than an insult eonsizting of o straipht £ a-week
Increase now, to be followed by a farther £1 after nine
mantha, The Gilks drageed an Par Gwo Murther manths,
Finally chey broke down when the manpgement made their
“final"” offer of E1.8TV: fox this yvear and the sare amoune
for the following twelve months. Burroiwehs also insistecd
chat chese T nereses be offael ;lgﬂ'ln'.'l_ any nalionel HEFERITETL
Teached between Lhe Engineering Confederstion and the
Ermployers at the end of 1971,

SIXTEEN WEEKS OF GREAT SOLIDARITY

A5 soon a8 the strike scarted the managament wenl onto the
offensve. Using their usual policy of divide and rule they
attempted to introduce separate nepotiations between the
1w factories at Cumbernould and Strathlesen.

Shortly ofterwards 400 workers were mde redundint ak
Cumbernauld, almed to pil the interests of one worker
againgt those of anolhar—the strike bad to end before the
reclundant worksrs could pecsive their dobe and social
security monev. Momwover, nol only were the redundancies
sluative—il was not o coincidence thal most of the militant
works committes wore sacked—but the workers were not
fiiven the uswal peyment in liew of redundaney, This has
been wworded to thass made redunodant befare the steike,
and failure to do so in the case of the second 400 inflicted
turther hardship and reinforced the divide and rule policy,

The third attack was a lelter sent to the striker by the
menagement threntening more redundaneios and referring
torthe possibie total closuee of the Tnctoey.

These attacks were supplemented by the aciions of the
Cumbernautd Dovalopment Counvil which pursued a polley

nf harisment MNno cramwerd for inrdnnan mne P PR |

Despite these attacks, despite che penuine bordship
expeHenesd by strikers and thedr Gamilies, solldarioy
rernained high as was noflectad in Lhe almospheary &l the
pickel lines in the sixteenth wael.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR VICTORY

By their refuzal to break ranks and by their determination
o resist all che hardship and poverty chat a sixleen weaks”
atrike entadls, the workers laid lbe basis for o very conclusive

vickory, Mo fivm can go through sbeteen weals of strike
without & serious weakening of Lho management’s pos bon.
It akao appears true that Burroughs had mecenily revelved
some new orders which put them under pressurs Lo gal
peoduction undersay sguin, Nixon's emergency economie
measures ilso means that American firms will be doing all
they can to combal the general lack of confidence expressed
I them and this was another factor in the strikers’ favour.

THE AGREEMENT

Dstensibly the final settlerment represnts a real victory. The
workers have got an immediate increase of 5 phus nine
weeks backdoted incrense wilh a further £1.50 to be paid
mest July, The offset ¢lause hos been abandoned entinely so
L her werrkers will sutomatically get the full national hereass
ot top of the other awards.

But chere is another side to this picture, There are still
1B redundant worksrs and the uadmployment rate in
Cumbernauld is atready 10% of the working population.
The prospects of these 1,000 mon and women gettiog any
joh in the foresseable future i almost nil. In & factory wheee
in six months the labour force hos been redused from
2 600 to 1,604 the positien about future redundancies still
remaing upnsobved. All the management have done ks promised
that thens wlll be no more redundancies, but that is a purely
verhnl promise, not ane word of this appears in the new
AFPEETIETE.

That these wag no Inglstence on o 0o redundancies
clanse sppeariog in the new agreement reflects on the poll-
tical weaknes of the official trade wnion leadership and the
Communist Party dominated works commities.

The strike has had g number of important effects in
Cumbernauld. Firstly it will be remembered by che men
inabde Burroughs as an examphe of how organisstbion and
saflidoty can deleal the managemenl. The workers have
reached 8 higher stage of mililancy and understanding than
il any fime in the last two vears. Already for instance a new
factory bulletin, The Burrowghs Worker, has made its firs
appearstice. The managemenl were undoubledby surprised
at Lhe milituncy of the men and will hesitate to take them
un in futwre.

Secotdly, there developed oul of the strike the Cumber-
naild Unemploved Action Comimittes which has attempled
io take the strupglo against unemployment and redundancy
onbn 8 new kvel, They orpanised two demonstratlons in
the town eenle, arringed a0 occupation of the Social
Security and Youth Employment Offices and have held
pulbtlic mestings on the subjecl of unemployment. This
demonstrales the need to widen the fAzht agzinsl unem-
plovmenl from the factory to the politiesl neena—ia.
leading siruggles agalnst the soial secueity, the ronts policies
of the local authoritios und the Torv govemmenl,

SOLEDAD:

There is one brother less....

George Juckson, Black American militant, was
murderad on thenight of August 2 Tst, Whatever
tha circumstances of hes death, it was a murder.
George Jeckson was “an innocent”’, in his own
phrase, killed by a racist system he was con-
standly exposing end challangirg. He was
imprsened ln 1880 at the ape of eighteen for
indefinite period, aone year 1o life, after baing
conwicred of a small thaft. The santence was
ostansibly a “'reformist’ messure with the sim
of “'rehabilitation””, Corractly interpreted this
mieans erushing the victim to tha point of com-
plete submission e the system, George refused
1o submit ta this humilisting procass end as a
result was consistantly demiad parobe, Becass
al his resistance he sulfesed the harshest of
conditions and spant soumn years in solitsry
confinement. George Jackson's name bacame
intemationally known List yesr. At the Soledad
prison wwhere he was held, thres unarmed black
prisoners were shot dead after a deliberataly
prosvoked racist incident. The guard’'s crime wwas
desgnated justifiable homicide™ and shartly
aftarweards anothar quard was found dead,
George Jackson, along with Flesta Drumgo and
John Clutchetts, two other black militants, was
charpad with his rurder, a charge carrying a
mandatory daath sentenca, Any possiblewit
nestes were hastily remoaved from Saledad 1o
other prisons all over tha country, The thres
"Soledsd Brothers' a8 they came to be known,
warg dmigd constitutionas rights A dirmg
attempt was mads to gein their freedom in
Aouguast last year by Geocge’s younger brother
Jonathan, which ended in the death of Jonathan
and two black prisgners. During the pratrisl
hearings, the vicious racism of the Amearican
legal system and its lackeys has been eaposed
time v time again, Tha trial was due to bagin
tha day after George Jackson's death.

Al his |ife Gecrge Jackson fought the racist
wysbam wehich succasdad finally in his murder.
His experiences and the lessons he drew from
I are =2t oot in his collected letters from
prison, Sodedad Brother, publizhed earlier thizs
year, Dut ab his revalutionary consciousness a
and through self-education while in priscn,
Grorge reached a high level of political develop:
mant:

st MWk, Lenin, Tratsky, Engels and
Mao whan | antered peison, and they redesmed
me, "™ he wrote

Qe af his ocwn guperisnce srdd mudy of
Marsism he urgsd black eoph 1o g0 beyerd
the inital strugple for ientity and seif-protsc-
tion towards developed revalutionary analysis
of thair oppression. He explaing in clasr Marsis
terrms the mew shomry of Macks in Amarikcan
BOCI gty

"Mea-slavery is an ecnomic condition, a
small knot of man exercising the proparty rights
of their extablished esrnomic order, organising
and controlling the life style of the slave a5 if he
ware, in Fact, property. Succinctly: an economic
condition which manifests itself in the total loas
or absance of seli-determination. Only after this
it understood and sccepted can wa go on to the
diglactic that will help us in a remedy.™

He understood that intermationalism was
amential to the destrustion of capitalism:

“International coordinstion is the key to
cafeating this thing that must epand to e

&g Gearge developed politically all traces of
mila chauvinism disappeared and last yvear he
wrote to Angela Davis:

"I wnderstand exactly what tha weoman’s
role ghould be [in tha revclutionary struggle—
el |, the vary same as the man's,"”

He iotally rejected reformism, the bourgeois
concapt of family blood tles and individualism.

George realised that beceuse he refussd o b
destroyed by the more covert methods of tha

systam, he was in comdtant dangar of physicel
destruction, In recant unpublishad latters he
inchudes vivid descriptions of the awar-increasing
physical brutality he axperienced durlog the
ore-trial hearirngs.

In the last few waeks ha was confident that,
in spita of the adds, the paolitical defence he @nd
his lawyers were preparing would resslt in his
treadam, But gt the sama time he was constartly
aweara that the system was out to destroy him
gnd he fraquantly axpresed.the fear of being
rurdered.

Considering his confidenca in-tha outcomg
of his trial it ssams incredible that he would
attempt a jeilbrask tha day before it began. It
coamis for meare likely that the authoritias decided
to elimingte George Jacksan bufore Ris trial
could show wp in tha full glara of intermaticnal
publicity, tha blatant raciem and violent
injustice of the American capitalist sysiem,

Revolutionaries everywhere, who supported

George Jackson's struggle, mus continies 1o
Fimkt e lanbeil @ the romoininn tuwn Sl eciaed
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1. UNEMPLOYMENT GROWS

Linemployment contines 1o get eapidly worse, The figures
for mid-Augest showed o total of 904 000 people oul of
work —an incrense of no less than 136000 in only two
months. The average level of unemployment is now 3.7%,
but for men it is glreads 5% What & wece, these figures do
not tobee inte sceount the regionnl varlations: male
unemployment has reached 8.2% in Scotlnd, 9.1% in the
Northern region and 10.4% in Northern Ireland. OFf the men
who are wholly unsmployed, no less thun 665 have heen
withoot work for two months or more, !

In light of these fipures, Wi Feather's statement atier
Barher's mini-Budge! that unemployment was unlikely to
rice ghowe 900,000 can only be seenas a blatant atfempt to
decsive the working class. There s every indication that
prentpinvment will continie Lo ris toowell over the million
mark, The sumber of fortheoming redundancies reporeed is
still very darge, even T slightly down on lase manth., And,
vwhut is most important, while the number of unemploved

continues oo rise, the nember of wnfilled vacaneies conlineess

i< Fall; this despite an increass in production ia the second
guarter of this veas. Mot only doss growth oot necessirily

produce more jobs, in the present crigls of British capital it
Coe,

There are two major teasons for teis, bath esuliing from
the wgent need of British capitalism to restore its profil
margins after thelr dizazrious deeline in the late "60s. As
The Fimesreported after the min-Buodgzt, he eniplovers
MR abim oo increase oot put not by cxpanding their work
Targs bl "y bmprowing thelr praduetivity or by deseloping
more capifal-inlensive proceses” “Ratfonalization™ is the
watchword now as it was in the "30s, and chis oxplaing why
oalpul cin mnerease at the same time thar chere isa fallin
Jiab wacancies.

And of courae the continued unemployment which
pesubts from this rationalisatinn and em phasis on peoduceti-
¥ily is g very weleome sideefTect fur the amplovers, The
deeline in their profit margine came about hecause of the
militancy of the working class, who were able fo win wage
increases too lurge For the employers to be able to pass
them cnin Tull to the consumer theough price nereasas,
Mow the employers see mussive unemployment as their
chanoe 1o change the balance of foroes in thels favowr, o
festone the level of profitsat the X penie ol WEES R They
o unemployment very clearly os a weapon o smash the
mifimancy of the working class Their newspapers, the
Firuncig! Tirnes and The Timed expect 8 continuing high
level of unemployment 10 “eause o Tusther deescalation of
wapes”

2. THE TRADE UNIONS AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Sections of the trade union movement are now e EEning
to undesstand that they must organise o Deght sy
unemplofment. The wme, howevwer, cannol be taid of the
TUC leadership, which (still seeing the answer simply in
terms of 2 5% growth raie) has called for 2 series of demon-
itraticns in Dotober and Movember, exlminaling with a

rally in London and a lobby of Parlinment. OF course we
welcome any action against unemployment, boe demonstra-
tichs can anly be effective if they are conpled with strong
and daterminied aclion inside the Tactories, This was the
lital rmistake made in the unemploved movement in the
"y despite massive demonsirations thronghout the
eountry. only ininor reforms and soon-hroken promisss
were extracted from the Government, hecause the sconomic
powsr of the working cluss was never brousht inco play. The
reszlection of the Rational Governmen| in Nowermber 1935
can be traced directly (e the disilusionment and demoraliss-

ot of the worluers sftor the encrmois but Licgely inefTective

demonserations against unemployment in Jonuary wnd
February of that vear,

Such “protest potlons a8 (he TUC isnow planning offer
no way forwand for vnemploved warkers or those faced
writh redindanicies. The disustrovs consequences of such 2
policy (o lack of it) have recently been seen at BSA
Birmingharm, whare the motor cycle workers sgresd under
prressure (oonccept 2 wage cut instead of redundancies.
Linless  fizhtimg policy is rapidly adoptad by the rrade
unicn movement, there will b many more BSAs, and the
wirkers” standard of living will go down so that the
-|-_-1:|]'||-:\:|-':Tx CHal dnregse § lisir B ulins.

Henvewer, sume sections of the movement are now
bepinning to see the noed For o positive fipht azains
pnamploymant. Glasgore AEUW and the Midland s Council
of the TECWL have hanned grodoctbngy deals which
include redundancies. Boloon AEUW has bainead overtime
in its fight agzinst unemployment. Other sections of
workers ane taking cven strongers action. At LCS the yvards
have pow hean occupad fors month. Tn Sheffeld the
Cevermunen! s decizston to hive off part of the British Stecl
Corporation™s River Dion waorlks to the privalely owned
comnpany of Firth Brown Ld. . which would make at least
4500 workers redundanc, hag led oo shnilar thieats o
ocenpy the factorizs, The same response has come foom the
GEC facrary at Witham which s threzrened with closure.
Whatever (he cutcome of the stremzle at UCE, i has been of
great importance in introducing 2 new mechod of stoppels
imto the fight agatmat unerigloyrend,

But these sctions. altheugh they mark 3 welcome siep

Frrwrard  da rot o wvat Farm mact of an suecal] nodiew da

THE FIGHT AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

fr bizth inside dhe factory and throupghout the luhaur
moventent. We helicve that sech o st of demands most
inchide the following:

I. A pearasifesd weekly wape—five duys” work ar fise days'
pay. This means wark-sharing on i pay.

2. Banning of overtime amd worksharing under union
copirel

3. Mo sackings or redundanci=s tirough productivity deals.

4. A national mimimum wage for all workers, employed or
unemployed —such = wage o inchude anlomatic increases
based oo price riges,

5. A shorter working wesk with no loss of pay,

3 THE ORGANISATION OF THE UNEMPLOYED

At the same time, howeser, i§ 5 necessary (o organis the
unemploved themselves. Far from being an attempl to di
divide the working closs, “a deliberate strategy .. desipned
i sepszrere the unemployed from their brothers in the
factodes™ (Workers Press, 24 Auguost), the organisation of
the unempioyved is based on the reality that the unenploved
ure aiready separated Mrom their brothers in the factories by
the very fact of thelr unemployment; the task is (o uniie
them in strugpgle. [t is amply oot cooogh o make propegan-
distic demands that the trade undons tske responsibility for
the umemployed. We do not pose the orpanisstion of the
unemploved as a substitule for work inside the official trade
unions; on the contrary it is the only way of ensuring tha
the maximaem possible leverage is exerted insdde the official
muovernenl, It iz only through such demands as the right of
paganisatinas of the onemployed to be represented on
Trades Councils that the trade unions can be forced to
agcept their responaibility For the unemployad.

The wmpurianee of orgunizing the tremploved can Dierher
be seen in the cxpericncss of the 20s gnd "30s, In the "30s5
the existence of the Mational Unempleyed Waorkers Move-
ment waus of gruciul importance in preventing the spread of
{aszis! idens, 1o which the vnemploved soction of the work-
ing class 15 particelacly prone (vizo Garmany in the same
poriod L And the great fanlt of the MIPAS in the "30s, its
compleds Gailure (0 esiablish any fnks with the organised
labour movement, is shown by the expedence of the *20s
not 0 ke an incwitahle seanlt of wparare coganigation ol the
unaiploved, Thus in 1921 membaers of the newly-fownded
Mutional Unemployved Waorkers Commities Movement took
action which was seccassful in getting overtime abollshed in
a nwmber of fuctories. In 1922 during the AEL lock-ont it
it wis the MUWCM which was able to pravent hlacklapeing
by the unempeloyed i S instruchive o compire this with
the blacklepaing at Fine Tubes, which could take place
|:||.C|:“i.'u?§ ¥ s =i of 1he .|||u:er|-;,:r: ||f ANy -;mg_ir.li_'ii_ll_i_llrl o the
anermploved

For all of these reasons we Ltherelare siress the necesity
ol urpanising the vnemploved, and work in Claimants
LUnions as the most 2lfective way of n.:hic1'1ng this, Clpimants

Lnicns play o vitzl ralz in defence of the immediate etonamic

interests of the working class in their fght far maximum
benelits for the wnemploved fthis aids the whede class, since
the higher benefils are, the les able is the employer 1o use
Phe theeal of the dale o depress wape levels). And at the
wame e they ane mose amenshie to revolutionary pofitics
—hath Because the sitoarion of the unamployed 15 more
uriently oppressive and degeading, amd becacge of the lack
uf any Buraiucrati structure in most Clairmants Linons,
Frrowicled that thes doonol restrict thamselves £o represenfing
cluimanm= ul the Social F:it::,'l'_-rll:.-' bl I'-_.-_'!.r s -.';l_..:aﬂiil'.' the
unemaloved as a pofitiosd foree, and providesd that they
miake evers effort oo establish closs links with the organised
labour mowemenl, Claimants Unions offer a maior slep
Farvasd in the suganisation of the unemployed sorking

s af
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[ DONT RELIEVE
IN GIVING JOBS
To PEOPLE WHO
ARE ALWAYS

OUT OF WORK!

]
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likeration, palitics & revolution —the
debate in the women’s movement;
Lancaster cleaners strike; The family in
capitalist society: Part-time work;
Whitehall Whitewash—the P1B report on
contract cleaning, etc., etc, Send Bp for
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Socialist Woman Subs, 182 Pantonville
Road, London M.1.
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