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Pyumber 27, 1 September 1971

The dollar crisis and

Nixon's decision to devalue the dollar has thrown the eapi-
talist world into & panic the like of which has not besi seen
for many years. And vet the decision was inevitalde, Over
ihe last few years revelulionary Marxists had been moting
the trends in the American economy and predicting the
mesvres which an Amenican President would be forasd (o
take to try and right the sitvation. Most of these predictions
bave been confirmed. Two key Tactors have determined ile
econamic stustion of the United States: its role & the
beading capitalist policeman aguinst social change anywhere
i flse world (2 role which it had Begely (o fnance il
and the deteriornting balance of payments stuation caused
by the rapid growth of European and Japanese cotnpe Htion
im the world market since the List war.

THE AMERICAN WORKING-CLASS

Bat while the external effects of Nixons economic
palicies ire extremely important, and bound to have long-
berm repercusions, the result atl home should not be under-
estimated. Even though the wage freese is supposed to be
restmicied (0 three months, it is obviows that & maore
projonged system of wage-controls is heing worked out and
ewen trade union leaders like George Meany (AFL-CIO |,
pol particulardy noted for haldimg mdical views, have been
farced to denounce the measures as “patently discrimina-
tory against working men and women™, He also pledged
mon-cooperation and immediately set the AFL-CIO0 lawyers
working on ways and mesns (o have Nivon bogally defeated

The cir workers leader Leonard Woodenck threatened strike
action if the freeze was extended beyond #0 days and
stated publicly, 11 they want war, they caw heve wor, " All
thes= sipns point to a factor which has heen giving sboe pless
mights to the Nixon regime: o reawnkening of militaney in
the American working cliss, of which the postal workers'
strike (1970} and the General Motors strike which ended
early this year are only part of the symptoms. Given the
present economic sitmtion we can expect to see hig
struggles in the American working closs and this factor
coupled with the radicalieation which has taken place on the
periphery of the working class, could lead 1o extremely
powerful explosions, This is the spectre which is beginning
to haunt the less complacent sections of American capital
mnd pressures for both economic and podirfes! sobitonism
{ie. n more insular foreign policy ) are lkely to increase as o
result, But the latter is cleardy out of the question. The
situstion in Latin America and Asia does not permit it.
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WEST GERMANY AND JAPAN

The two capitalist countries most affected have been West
Germany and Japan, While for the Gesmans Mixon's freeze
menns a cutdown in Volkswagen sles to the U8, (before
the import surcharge West Germany sold ane quarter of its
tolal output of Yolkswagens to the Sttes), for the Japanese
the new measures amount to an economic Fearl Harhour,
Of its total exports, Japan exports 30°% to the United States
and estimutes of what the import surcharge would cost the
Tapumese ceonomy mnge from 700 million to %25 bilion
for the remainder of this year. American capital is clearly
trying to contain forther Tapanese encroachments on the
American market. This was the second hig shock for the
Sato government coming a3 it did on the heels of Kissinger's
visif fo Chou en Lai and the announcement of Mivon's
impending visil to Peking. The difference being thar while
the United States gave two minutes warning of the Iatter, it
allowed ten minutes for the dollar devalwation. A part from
sharpening the conteadictions between Japanese and Amerd-
can capital, a more immediate effect could well e e
resignation of Sato from Japanese politics, thos marking tlse
end of the “special relationship™ between the fwo courttes
and forcing the Jupanese to play o more independent role in
policing Asia on behalf of imperialism. Certainly one nim of
the Nixon administration ix undoubtedly to force capiralise
Eurape {in particular, West Germsny)and Japan to contri-
Bute and share the cost of American military buses sbroad,
which cost just aver §3 billion a year.
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THE INDO-CHINESE REVOLUTION

For the present crisis hils the United States at a time
when the world revalotien i3 on an upswing, Only the mast
myopic of Evrocentric “Maorxists”” could today doabt the
phenomenal impact which the Indo-Chinese revolution has
bad on the political Bfe and economic structure of United
Stites imperialism. The old image of the United States as
an authoritative and stoble force capable of restoring the
capitallst stufus quo has today hesn completely reversed,
largely because of the inprecodented herodsim of the Viei-
mamese. And it would be fotile to imagiee thot this heeoism
fell ouet of the sky. It is due not kast to the lesdership of
the Mational Likeration Front and the abeslute refusl of
the Morth Vietnamese leaders to eapitulute in the face of
miLssive imperialist pressare. 10 has become clear that the
United States will be forced (o pull out of Indo-Chinn. The
old dilemma of whether a withdraws] would be more Isarem-

Tiil thun wravinm in o e somee thad ¢ sowald oo, o - ada
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today understands perfectly well that n continoed densorali-
sation mside the Army, conpled with growing unemploy-
et af home conld prove to be a fatal combination, His
approach to Peking is thus made if a ime of weakness,
which mmkes all the more criminal tle Cliness collaboration
with the Yahya and Bandaransilke regimes in Pakistan and
Ceylon against the revolutionary mwvernents of those bwg
couniries, It seems unlikely whether Peking will be able to
wid Nixon in getting the Vietnamese to make move than
purely tactical compromises. The latter are in o strong
position and aware of it. Despite the cymical opportamnksm
of Peking the revolutionary procoss in Asla will continue

i unfeld. The Indian sub-continent todny becomes a new
weak link in the imperinlist chain.

THE STRUGGLE IN LATIN AMERICA

In Latin America, the overthrow of Torres In Bolivin only
apells out what the Fourth International has vigoroushy
maintained since its Ninth Wordd Congress in 1969, namely,
that ormed struggle is on the agends throughout the conti-
nenit. The se-called military reformists have received their
first anawer in Bolivia, whers all the left groups have united
o ereate a chindestine military command o continwe the
strugghe. Thus the strupgle begun by Che Guevars iztoday
reswmed and its participants include many new reeruits to
the canse of armed struggle, Tt §s clear that in Peru, the
Junta will be faced with similar altematives and thal some
yiiing Turis in the Chilean Army could well emulsie the
Bolivian srmy officers and attempt to put an end of the .
unstable political stuation in their country. The situation
in Brazil and Argentina also is not one that is likely ro pro-
vide comfort te the United Stutes. The brutal military
dictatorship in Brazil, which only recently tortured one of
our corirades to death (see ebewhere in this issue ), leaves
no other option open to the masses but that of clandestine
atgaisalion and preparition for an armed strogale. fn
Arpenting, the commdes of the ERP (Peaple’s Revohition-
ary Anny b together with other fighting erganisations have
demunstrated the possibilities of a coordinated struggle
aguinst the Lunusse dictatorship. The next period will se=
e sy exphoslons in Latin America, and the United
States will find it difficult to rely on its janitors in Latis
America alone. At some stage it will be foveed to intervene
directly.

The curvent dollar crisis thus marks the end of a perind
of comparative stability for United States capital andf it
coincides with a workl situation where despite the sctbacks
recently suffered by the revolutionary movement {Palestine.
Ceylon. etc.) the revolutionary upstrge still continues. This
could well lead to a situation which would surprise a1l thiose
wha had written the American working class off and devised
theories to prove how well it had been integrated into the
structures of the bourgecs state,

—Tarig Ali
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The follswing interview emerged after o lengthy discuxsion
with @ Yugosly comrade sympathetic fo the Fourth Iter-
ngdtomal, kst Sl

The proflems in Yugoslay sowery todsy are very dcule,
gnd the trends away frnm socialism are divelopmg rapidly,
wnel om any levels. 1 shall trv Lo oulline sove af them,

e guestica which has achicved prominence 15 (he
question  of nationalism—thds imcludes the  problem of
the gremdng insqualites between the six mpublics, the
prowth of aationzlistic, chouvinistic feelings within the
republics, wid of rthe relation of federal o repulBlican
authopizy. That avtionalian has became so imporeant is aot
o malier of ghanes but s consequence of politicnl policies,
and, despite the repeated pleas for unity, is senally on-
cowraged by the Party leadership. A small but indicerie
example is provided by the census which was. corried oul
sarlier this year, In this infoemation was sought on the
naticnality of respomdants who were asked o identify
themselves as Serhs, Croots, Bosmans, eic,, or even as Mus
lims {2 capital M indizating naticnality, a small m indicating
raligious affiliations), but aof a2 Yugoslave; the lacter answer
wad not meraly excluded in the censs form, bt was friter-
preted o mokmyg the entire censs return invulid? Consider-
able prior publicity warnod of this.

Con you explinn the spnificance of the present trunsfer
of more power to the republics?

The current restructuring of relationships berwoen fedaral
and republiczn authonties which gives much greater auto-
nomy o the republican povemments has been cloakbed in
Marxist phrazealogy abow the withering away of the stata.
Hiwever the strengihening of the bureaucracies in the six
republics and of their pawer 2l the expense of the foderal
autheritics clearly represznis ao such withering away, The
amendments to the Constitution which permit these changes
eruhle the republican governiments o draw wp inde pendend
agrocmeents with foreign capital with rogard oo investment,
atd o puaranteed returne on foreion investment is wder dis-
cussion. The extarr of the sufonamy now permicted s nne
enfirely cloar, bur ic seoms that iF one of the repablics
wanied to withdraw froom the fedecation and attach frsalf
to anather cowitry (if Slovenia wanted 1o join Auwsica, Tor
example} the Constitution does nol explicitly exclude this.
(The official argnment is thal is no republic wouid want In
do this noexpheit saleguards ure necessary.)
What 14 the immedinte effeet of thes changes?

The decentralisation has the effect of reinforcing noticne
liwthe mntments in each republic, 2 trend which is direet]v
counter (o the aima of the revolution, snd the dogana Tor
'n-l‘-'l'li!]r and fld'i'Tl'-l‘l:r' of the st I'IJ;EEEI. ol ilie war p:nr_H:l Bhige
nationatism han & long history in the aren of modern Yogo-
slavia, hawving been promoied in the past by imperialist
powerd in support of the classic method of divide and rule,
Tudaw the bureaucratic elite &= protected from ariticism,
and fondamenta’ problems are obscored by the prowing
mationl dvalries. 5o, for exampla, there is more wide-
apread argument sbout how Serbia exploits Croatis thein
about how the buresucracy purites pobicies which sseume ity
mieseyts 5t the experne of the worken and pemants of botk
Serbis and Croatis. And s discussion aboat the role of the
political pofice could be diverted into » discussion of the
reistion of federal to republizan police, so that questions of
redl importance could be cvaded. The dangers in these
trends are flustraled by the fact that in pro-nationalis
demonsirafions in Croatin, the bodaes and emblems of the
U'stusa ure re-appenring,

~Can you outline some of the pressnt trends in socii]
ineqqualities?
The growing inequalities betwean richer and poores repub-
lics and between different social groups are renching disas-
trous proportions: bl these follow from the policies of
ecenomic decentralisition and “market socializn™ which
have cnabled alt thesr aspects of natianalism to roassert
themselves. T tow o pive sume examplay of thess inecpun-
lities. The growing numbers of workers abroad are one
indicztion of the problems within the country {between |
and 1% millionk, The situation for mosi pessamts and woo-
Zers s peiling worse. Within the country about 605 of the
employed populalion are at the level of minimum wapes at
which only bare subsistence is possible, Inercasingly 11%
necessary (o work for more than & hours o day, 10 find 8
seeond job if possible, So that not only with regard to pay
but alse with regard to spare 1ime many workers sre wore
-*.-ﬂ"_ than they were there's less time or enerey for any edu-
cational activity or for purticipation in polilical m:-}tm;.;s.
aned veluntaey collective work is out of The question. Hulf af
the sconcmically active nre pessinis bur [evels of 2gricul-
tural development rermain s low that more than | million
ot them are only paitially emploved—in fact if there wers
factoriesin which these penple could arork they could dooso
withaout sy harm beng done to thei apricultural work,
A Tumjug Report in 1960 in South Serbia {not the P
el region) pives an idea of pay levels snd differentials: —
0% of saluries® were at the minimuam lewal, 35,000
dinars per month Cabood £100
20% of saluries were 450000 30,000 dinars per himith
[under E15)
505 of salaries wore 60000 70000 dinaes per month
{around £20)
166% of salaries wers BOL000—90000 dinars per month
funder £300)
*tle. salares in industrial enterprises and work orgamisa-
Laoris )

Workers Struggks

in Yugoslavia

In education thinge are deteriorting in many ways. The
child of & memel worker hos 9 rimes less chanee of perling
Higher Edocation than the child of an administrative wor
kers and opportunifies are decressing. In many  arcas
peasnts keap their choldren ar home 1o helpoach ssak o
the ficlds ard to aveid the necessary pavments for books,
and equapinent. Nobomore fhan 105 of stederiz at Ui
versity age the ehildren of peasanis and workers. The school
and Eniversity population comes to fook tess like a pyrumid
and more fike a square @5 s many children pever gel mto
school at zll. A discusion has now opened aboui paymeont
for education; oaa proposal @ that andy alementary eduga-
tion should be free, there showld be fees for high school and
Limiversity. O course There’s atready a privale medical ser-
vice in one of tha repahlics.

—And wh ia doing well in this situation?

The people who are getting most out of the present situs-
tior are the meambers of the bureaucratie elite whiss privi-
lees sexm to bocome morz secure. more extensive and
miore obwicus The extant 1o which this aroup is becoming
identical with the Leapur of Communists can be seen if we
look zc the composition of the Party.in | 970;

% of members Weare peasin s

| 3,45 were workers

#0. 2% were high lewel sdministmators
Power im the veonomic sector is hecoming mose elnsaly
mlerwoven with political power as successiul directors,
mansgers and adntinistatoos seek high postions in the

Party, and no one else is there to stop them. The power of
this groap is growing: their control over the allocation of
surplus walue i aimost 1otal. Thelr intercers ane in direc
con et with those of workers. Even token worker represen-
tation, in Perlinmentary commissions for example, s almos)
nil, The trade onion Feadership is just an extension of the
bursaur=acy; they justfy the growing inequalities in lerms
of fnequalities in the mazker.

Th:.: f-r:w.r_gruu:_} whio are gru_'-h'i.r_g and prospering are the
small” cepitalista—the osmers of small wockshops, restaur-
ants, barg, e, It ods the common ambition of workers
relumning from abroad 1o helang o this growp. Whils shroad
—in West Gerpny or Sweden for example—they work
hard and long hoers (o meke enough money 1o return o
Yugeslavia and to set up & o repair buginess. or 2 Testaur-
ant; most of their socinl contact is probably with other
Yugoslivs, they ore unlikely even to come mio eontucd
with teade umons. When they relumn 1o ‘r'l,lgus]a‘.ri_a it i
probable that Jarge numbers of these workers have no son
of commmnment o socialism

Whit this group wants shove all is strong government—
the stabilisation of the ecosomiz and pofitical situation so
that their intereats con prosper: the pressuse which this
Eroup can exerl is mowing stronger,

[Hd anything important come aut of the S:i-Monose ment
Congres which was finally held—nfter so many postpone-
ments—this s pring?

During the pericd befare the Congress there was some
IEberalisarion in the palitical atmosphere, and there was
quite 8 fermenl of political debate shoul the Conprass,
shewt the proposed Constilutional Amendments_ete. How.
ever Ihis ended abruptly with the Congress itell and since
Titos zpeech colling for uniry thera has been 2 sort of
wiculrn in palitical discission. The Self-Management Con-

-press was 4 very furmel becasicn with neoreal diseussion

mking pivoe; all the specches md resolutions bad 1o be
prepured mere than o month befocahand, Many poaple
expoeted il there wanld De o decision to make shikes
lsgal; Tira made o speech in which he recopnized the right
of warkers to sirikr in certain Groumstances: bur re clear
degision has bean made vet. We sapear Mol sirikes will be
made lepal wodler certain condiians, bul i1 must be undar-
stocd thar thizs would be no mare than an artempt focon-
Iral strikios: At presen! Party menrbess are nod supposed to
|J;.'i':': part in sirikes: if atrikes were lepal Party members

~And this discussion abeast atrikes hos been opened becanse
of the incresse in sirikes in the recent period?
Yei, they're.one indigatlon of the prowins dissstisfaction
and alarm which @ felt in Yugoslavia today. (Some penpie
arzeven looking tothe USSR and expecing an infervention
th gave Yugiosly socialism from there!) But the prowth i
strikes i§ @ more eonstraetive, 17 lass clear response, In the
Bzt tora years e thare 1,000 has been officially recosded
e ome knows how many have actually taken plice, Thess
stribecs have involved manial workes, studends apd some
otlier groups such as teachers, Mostly the sreikars have pul
foramrd eennonie demands and these are the ones which
have Been reported in the Press, b dn addition many
degwands have reflected general criticiams of the present
political sitwation, and of the filure {0 make self-manzpe-
miend mean anvthing real,

Probably the clearcst criticism of the trends in Yo
shivia Fromm a trily sccialise goint of view comes From eoms
intellectuals who have had to ke jobs below the level of
their qualifications, and from some in jobs which carry few
privileges, But the task of spreading thege ideas 1 very diffi
calt for the very language of Mardsm and Socialian has
been devalued, For instance, the eotoe! development amd
operation of self-manapement in Yuzoalavia has made the
dcdea of self-management p joke m farge nuinbers of workers

=Can you explain how these distoctions in self-management
have developed

T upderstand: the distoctions in our, selfamianagement sy
tem i s pecessany to o back oits incroduction, At the time
of the break with the USSR in W& the Parry Teadership had
io reinforoe it working class support (it had alrcady lost
mich peasant support as @ vesull of sgriculivesl polices,
ani the left had already been eliminated by Sralin befare the
warl, Self-nmnagement was sel op (o secure |big. Thus i
was imposed from sbove, and its form from the besinning
wos destorted Torall institulions were given s Jeoul equality
—an equal right to self-mansement streetore, Tnstitutions
of production were equal to those of digribution, to expart-
import argansacions, banks, ere. Lacking other controds (he
hasis for prowing inequalitios was built into this system:—
Lry the pamea of selfamumagement decisions, baoks werein g
position fo manipuiate, vis investment policy, prodictive
enterprisas: large department stomes, throush investment
and sules pelicy. could make large profits and hold consider-
ahe power ower a small factory with which they placed
orders, eig. Power and profit in such u system go to the
lorgest and most favourably placed enterprises. The policy
of “marker sosalism™ hos mersly strengthened thess tronds.
S0 we howe o system of self“managemeont ar a horizoncal
lewel—in the faciory, sic. Yertically we have onfy the polic
ticul hierarchy, with power eoncenimted in the hands of
the bureaucracy; before we cin berin 1o make self-manage-
rrEnt real wa huve Lo break that.

—Daisy Wermchild

SPECIAL FROM EED BOOKS :
TWO CLASSIC REFRINTS -

The Third International after Lenin:
Leon Trotsky, Price: £1.25,

The Jewish Question: by Abram
Leon {with an introduction by Ernest
Germain and Nathan Weinstock).
Price: £1.15.




The Burroughs Strike

Afeer 10 weels' sizide, 1,500 workers at Burroughs Machines
Laet,, tn Cumbernauld, Dumbertonshire, returned 1o work
st Mondav. What happened at Burrouphs has important
lemons for Tubure industril stropgles generally, and Dor the
town of Cumbernanld in parliculor, The Rumouphs strike
hes shown most clearly that industriel strugples can no
lompar b eonfined Lo pure trade union acton, but to
sucoesiully fight the employer even on eeonomic demands
requives boch political acton and understanding.

Dele queve 1n Glaspow

THE HISTORY

[o 1964 the Shop Slewards Committee adopted a policy of
not using steilee potion us o frst siop in negodations «ith the
mabapement, Thiz gave the company Lhe longest serike. free
petiod in ils history. Profits zoomed during that time. In
1367 Burroughs declared & pr<tax profit of £2, In L2971 the
profits had shot up to an asironomicel £11.6 millions.
Druriog this {ime of ingredible growth worlers' wages
remiained phtifully low—u lurpe suction of Lhe workers lad an
averagy bike-home pay of £14 & week. In one vear alone
LY jobs were lost, GO0 of these Dhoough redundaney, It
wan apainst this background that the Union cried to nego-
tinte g niw wapis eombrivel,

THE STRIKE

After two months of haggling the company sent over its
chiol regotlator from America. The mabagement’s offer was
oo less than an insult eonsizting of o straipht £ a-week
Increase now, to be followed by a farther £1 after nine
mantha, The Gilks drageed an Par Gwo Murther manths,
Finally chey broke down when the manpgement made their
“final"” offer of E1.8TV: fox this yvear and the sare amoune
for the following twelve months. Burroiwehs also insistecd
chat chese T nereses be offael ;lgﬂ'ln'.'l_ any nalionel HEFERITETL
Teached between Lhe Engineering Confederstion and the
Ermployers at the end of 1971,

SIXTEEN WEEKS OF GREAT SOLIDARITY

A5 soon a8 the strike scarted the managament wenl onto the
offensve. Using their usual policy of divide and rule they
attempted to introduce separate nepotiations between the
1w factories at Cumbernould and Strathlesen.

Shortly ofterwards 400 workers were mde redundint ak
Cumbernauld, almed to pil the interests of one worker
againgt those of anolhar—the strike bad to end before the
reclundant worksrs could pecsive their dobe and social
security monev. Momwover, nol only were the redundancies
sluative—il was not o coincidence thal most of the militant
works committes wore sacked—but the workers were not
fiiven the uswal peyment in liew of redundaney, This has
been wworded to thass made redunodant befare the steike,
and failure to do so in the case of the second 400 inflicted
turther hardship and reinforced the divide and rule policy,

The third attack was a lelter sent to the striker by the
menagement threntening more redundaneios and referring
torthe possibie total closuee of the Tnctoey.

These attacks were supplemented by the aciions of the
Cumbernautd Dovalopment Counvil which pursued a polley

nf harisment MNno cramwerd for inrdnnan mne P PR |

Despite these attacks, despite che penuine bordship
expeHenesd by strikers and thedr Gamilies, solldarioy
rernained high as was noflectad in Lhe almospheary &l the
pickel lines in the sixteenth wael.

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR VICTORY

By their refuzal to break ranks and by their determination
o resist all che hardship and poverty chat a sixleen weaks”
atrike entadls, the workers laid lbe basis for o very conclusive

vickory, Mo fivm can go through sbeteen weals of strike
without & serious weakening of Lho management’s pos bon.
It akao appears true that Burroughs had mecenily revelved
some new orders which put them under pressurs Lo gal
peoduction undersay sguin, Nixon's emergency economie
measures ilso means that American firms will be doing all
they can to combal the general lack of confidence expressed
I them and this was another factor in the strikers’ favour.

THE AGREEMENT

Dstensibly the final settlerment represnts a real victory. The
workers have got an immediate increase of 5 phus nine
weeks backdoted incrense wilh a further £1.50 to be paid
mest July, The offset ¢lause hos been abandoned entinely so
L her werrkers will sutomatically get the full national hereass
ot top of the other awards.

But chere is another side to this picture, There are still
1B redundant worksrs and the uadmployment rate in
Cumbernauld is atready 10% of the working population.
The prospects of these 1,000 mon and women gettiog any
joh in the foresseable future i almost nil. In & factory wheee
in six months the labour force hos been redused from
2 600 to 1,604 the positien about future redundancies still
remaing upnsobved. All the management have done ks promised
that thens wlll be no more redundancies, but that is a purely
verhnl promise, not ane word of this appears in the new
AFPEETIETE.

That these wag no Inglstence on o 0o redundancies
clanse sppeariog in the new agreement reflects on the poll-
tical weaknes of the official trade wnion leadership and the
Communist Party dominated works commities.

The strike has had g number of important effects in
Cumbernauld. Firstly it will be remembered by che men
inabde Burroughs as an examphe of how organisstbion and
saflidoty can deleal the managemenl. The workers have
reached 8 higher stage of mililancy and understanding than
il any fime in the last two vears. Already for instance a new
factory bulletin, The Burrowghs Worker, has made its firs
appearstice. The managemenl were undoubledby surprised
at Lhe milituncy of the men and will hesitate to take them
un in futwre.

Secotdly, there developed oul of the strike the Cumber-
naild Unemploved Action Comimittes which has attempled
io take the strupglo against unemployment and redundancy
onbn 8 new kvel, They orpanised two demonstratlons in
the town eenle, arringed a0 occupation of the Social
Security and Youth Employment Offices and have held
pulbtlic mestings on the subjecl of unemployment. This
demonstrales the need to widen the fAzht agzinsl unem-
plovmenl from the factory to the politiesl neena—ia.
leading siruggles agalnst the soial secueity, the ronts policies
of the local authoritios und the Torv govemmenl,

SOLEDAD:

There is one brother less....

George Juckson, Black American militant, was
murderad on thenight of August 2 Tst, Whatever
tha circumstances of hes death, it was a murder.
George Jeckson was “an innocent”’, in his own
phrase, killed by a racist system he was con-
standly exposing end challangirg. He was
imprsened ln 1880 at the ape of eighteen for
indefinite period, aone year 1o life, after baing
conwicred of a small thaft. The santence was
ostansibly a “'reformist’ messure with the sim
of “'rehabilitation””, Corractly interpreted this
mieans erushing the victim to tha point of com-
plete submission e the system, George refused
1o submit ta this humilisting procass end as a
result was consistantly demiad parobe, Becass
al his resistance he sulfesed the harshest of
conditions and spant soumn years in solitsry
confinement. George Jackson's name bacame
intemationally known List yesr. At the Soledad
prison wwhere he was held, thres unarmed black
prisoners were shot dead after a deliberataly
prosvoked racist incident. The guard’'s crime wwas
desgnated justifiable homicide™ and shartly
aftarweards anothar quard was found dead,
George Jackson, along with Flesta Drumgo and
John Clutchetts, two other black militants, was
charpad with his rurder, a charge carrying a
mandatory daath sentenca, Any possiblewit
nestes were hastily remoaved from Saledad 1o
other prisons all over tha country, The thres
"Soledsd Brothers' a8 they came to be known,
warg dmigd constitutionas rights A dirmg
attempt was mads to gein their freedom in
Aouguast last year by Geocge’s younger brother
Jonathan, which ended in the death of Jonathan
and two black prisgners. During the pratrisl
hearings, the vicious racism of the Amearican
legal system and its lackeys has been eaposed
time v time again, Tha trial was due to bagin
tha day after George Jackson's death.

Al his |ife Gecrge Jackson fought the racist
wysbam wehich succasdad finally in his murder.
His experiences and the lessons he drew from
I are =2t oot in his collected letters from
prison, Sodedad Brother, publizhed earlier thizs
year, Dut ab his revalutionary consciousness a
and through self-education while in priscn,
Grorge reached a high level of political develop:
mant:

st MWk, Lenin, Tratsky, Engels and
Mao whan | antered peison, and they redesmed
me, "™ he wrote

Qe af his ocwn guperisnce srdd mudy of
Marsism he urgsd black eoph 1o g0 beyerd
the inital strugple for ientity and seif-protsc-
tion towards developed revalutionary analysis
of thair oppression. He explaing in clasr Marsis
terrms the mew shomry of Macks in Amarikcan
BOCI gty

"Mea-slavery is an ecnomic condition, a
small knot of man exercising the proparty rights
of their extablished esrnomic order, organising
and controlling the life style of the slave a5 if he
ware, in Fact, property. Succinctly: an economic
condition which manifests itself in the total loas
or absance of seli-determination. Only after this
it understood and sccepted can wa go on to the
diglactic that will help us in a remedy.™

He understood that intermationalism was
amential to the destrustion of capitalism:

“International coordinstion is the key to
cafeating this thing that must epand to e

&g Gearge developed politically all traces of
mila chauvinism disappeared and last yvear he
wrote to Angela Davis:

"I wnderstand exactly what tha weoman’s
role ghould be [in tha revclutionary struggle—
el |, the vary same as the man's,"”

He iotally rejected reformism, the bourgeois
concapt of family blood tles and individualism.

George realised that beceuse he refussd o b
destroyed by the more covert methods of tha

systam, he was in comdtant dangar of physicel
destruction, In recant unpublishad latters he
inchudes vivid descriptions of the awar-increasing
physical brutality he axperienced durlog the
ore-trial hearirngs.

In the last few waeks ha was confident that,
in spita of the adds, the paolitical defence he @nd
his lawyers were preparing would resslt in his
treadam, But gt the sama time he was constartly
aweara that the system was out to destroy him
gnd he fraquantly axpresed.the fear of being
rurdered.

Considering his confidenca in-tha outcomg
of his trial it ssams incredible that he would
attempt a jeilbrask tha day before it began. It
coamis for meare likely that the authoritias decided
to elimingte George Jacksan bufore Ris trial
could show wp in tha full glara of intermaticnal
publicity, tha blatant raciem and violent
injustice of the American capitalist sysiem,

Revolutionaries everywhere, who supported

George Jackson's struggle, mus continies 1o
Fimkt e lanbeil @ the romoininn tuwn Sl eciaed
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1. UNEMPLOYMENT GROWS

Linemployment contines 1o get eapidly worse, The figures
for mid-Augest showed o total of 904 000 people oul of
work —an incrense of no less than 136000 in only two
months. The average level of unemployment is now 3.7%,
but for men it is glreads 5% What & wece, these figures do
not tobee inte sceount the regionnl varlations: male
unemployment has reached 8.2% in Scotlnd, 9.1% in the
Northern region and 10.4% in Northern Ireland. OFf the men
who are wholly unsmployed, no less thun 665 have heen
withoot work for two months or more, !

In light of these fipures, Wi Feather's statement atier
Barher's mini-Budge! that unemployment was unlikely to
rice ghowe 900,000 can only be seenas a blatant atfempt to
decsive the working class. There s every indication that
prentpinvment will continie Lo ris toowell over the million
mark, The sumber of fortheoming redundancies reporeed is
still very darge, even T slightly down on lase manth., And,
vwhut is most important, while the number of unemploved

continues oo rise, the nember of wnfilled vacaneies conlineess

i< Fall; this despite an increass in production ia the second
guarter of this veas. Mot only doss growth oot necessirily

produce more jobs, in the present crigls of British capital it
Coe,

There are two major teasons for teis, bath esuliing from
the wgent need of British capitalism to restore its profil
margins after thelr dizazrious deeline in the late "60s. As
The Fimesreported after the min-Buodgzt, he eniplovers
MR abim oo increase oot put not by cxpanding their work
Targs bl "y bmprowing thelr praduetivity or by deseloping
more capifal-inlensive proceses” “Ratfonalization™ is the
watchword now as it was in the "30s, and chis oxplaing why
oalpul cin mnerease at the same time thar chere isa fallin
Jiab wacancies.

And of courae the continued unemployment which
pesubts from this rationalisatinn and em phasis on peoduceti-
¥ily is g very weleome sideefTect fur the amplovers, The
deeline in their profit margine came about hecause of the
militancy of the working class, who were able fo win wage
increases too lurge For the employers to be able to pass
them cnin Tull to the consumer theough price nereasas,
Mow the employers see mussive unemployment as their
chanoe 1o change the balance of foroes in thels favowr, o
festone the level of profitsat the X penie ol WEES R They
o unemployment very clearly os a weapon o smash the
mifimancy of the working class Their newspapers, the
Firuncig! Tirnes and The Timed expect 8 continuing high
level of unemployment 10 “eause o Tusther deescalation of
wapes”

2. THE TRADE UNIONS AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Sections of the trade union movement are now e EEning
to undesstand that they must organise o Deght sy
unemplofment. The wme, howevwer, cannol be taid of the
TUC leadership, which (still seeing the answer simply in
terms of 2 5% growth raie) has called for 2 series of demon-
itraticns in Dotober and Movember, exlminaling with a

rally in London and a lobby of Parlinment. OF course we
welcome any action against unemployment, boe demonstra-
tichs can anly be effective if they are conpled with strong
and daterminied aclion inside the Tactories, This was the
lital rmistake made in the unemploved movement in the
"y despite massive demonsirations thronghout the
eountry. only ininor reforms and soon-hroken promisss
were extracted from the Government, hecause the sconomic
powsr of the working cluss was never brousht inco play. The
reszlection of the Rational Governmen| in Nowermber 1935
can be traced directly (e the disilusionment and demoraliss-

ot of the worluers sftor the encrmois but Licgely inefTective

demonserations against unemployment in Jonuary wnd
February of that vear,

Such “protest potlons a8 (he TUC isnow planning offer
no way forwand for vnemploved warkers or those faced
writh redindanicies. The disustrovs consequences of such 2
policy (o lack of it) have recently been seen at BSA
Birmingharm, whare the motor cycle workers sgresd under
prressure (oonccept 2 wage cut instead of redundancies.
Linless  fizhtimg policy is rapidly adoptad by the rrade
unicn movement, there will b many more BSAs, and the
wirkers” standard of living will go down so that the
-|-_-1:|]'||-:\:|-':Tx CHal dnregse § lisir B ulins.

Henvewer, sume sections of the movement are now
bepinning to see the noed For o positive fipht azains
pnamploymant. Glasgore AEUW and the Midland s Council
of the TECWL have hanned grodoctbngy deals which
include redundancies. Boloon AEUW has bainead overtime
in its fight agzinst unemployment. Other sections of
workers ane taking cven strongers action. At LCS the yvards
have pow hean occupad fors month. Tn Sheffeld the
Cevermunen! s decizston to hive off part of the British Stecl
Corporation™s River Dion waorlks to the privalely owned
comnpany of Firth Brown Ld. . which would make at least
4500 workers redundanc, hag led oo shnilar thieats o
ocenpy the factorizs, The same response has come foom the
GEC facrary at Witham which s threzrened with closure.
Whatever (he cutcome of the stremzle at UCE, i has been of
great importance in introducing 2 new mechod of stoppels
imto the fight agatmat unerigloyrend,

But these sctions. altheugh they mark 3 welcome siep

Frrwrard  da rot o wvat Farm mact of an suecal] nodiew da

THE FIGHT AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT

fr bizth inside dhe factory and throupghout the luhaur
moventent. We helicve that sech o st of demands most
inchide the following:

I. A pearasifesd weekly wape—five duys” work ar fise days'
pay. This means wark-sharing on i pay.

2. Banning of overtime amd worksharing under union
copirel

3. Mo sackings or redundanci=s tirough productivity deals.

4. A national mimimum wage for all workers, employed or
unemployed —such = wage o inchude anlomatic increases
based oo price riges,

5. A shorter working wesk with no loss of pay,

3 THE ORGANISATION OF THE UNEMPLOYED

At the same time, howeser, i§ 5 necessary (o organis the
unemploved themselves. Far from being an attempl to di
divide the working closs, “a deliberate strategy .. desipned
i sepszrere the unemployed from their brothers in the
factodes™ (Workers Press, 24 Auguost), the organisation of
the unempioyved is based on the reality that the unenploved
ure aiready separated Mrom their brothers in the factories by
the very fact of thelr unemployment; the task is (o uniie
them in strugpgle. [t is amply oot cooogh o make propegan-
distic demands that the trade undons tske responsibility for
the umemployed. We do not pose the orpanisstion of the
unemploved as a substitule for work inside the official trade
unions; on the contrary it is the only way of ensuring tha
the maximaem possible leverage is exerted insdde the official
muovernenl, It iz only through such demands as the right of
paganisatinas of the onemployed to be represented on
Trades Councils that the trade unions can be forced to
agcept their responaibility For the unemployad.

The wmpurianee of orgunizing the tremploved can Dierher
be seen in the cxpericncss of the 20s gnd "30s, In the "30s5
the existence of the Mational Unempleyed Waorkers Move-
ment waus of gruciul importance in preventing the spread of
{aszis! idens, 1o which the vnemploved soction of the work-
ing class 15 particelacly prone (vizo Garmany in the same
poriod L And the great fanlt of the MIPAS in the "30s, its
compleds Gailure (0 esiablish any fnks with the organised
labour movement, is shown by the expedence of the *20s
not 0 ke an incwitahle seanlt of wparare coganigation ol the
unaiploved, Thus in 1921 membaers of the newly-fownded
Mutional Unemployved Waorkers Commities Movement took
action which was seccassful in getting overtime abollshed in
a nwmber of fuctories. In 1922 during the AEL lock-ont it
it wis the MUWCM which was able to pravent hlacklapeing
by the unempeloyed i S instruchive o compire this with
the blacklepaing at Fine Tubes, which could take place
|:||.C|:“i.'u?§ ¥ s =i of 1he .|||u:er|-;,:r: ||f ANy -;mg_ir.li_'ii_ll_i_llrl o the
anermploved

For all of these reasons we Ltherelare siress the necesity
ol urpanising the vnemploved, and work in Claimants
LUnions as the most 2lfective way of n.:hic1'1ng this, Clpimants

Lnicns play o vitzl ralz in defence of the immediate etonamic

interests of the working class in their fght far maximum
benelits for the wnemploved fthis aids the whede class, since
the higher benefils are, the les able is the employer 1o use
Phe theeal of the dale o depress wape levels). And at the
wame e they ane mose amenshie to revolutionary pofitics
—hath Because the sitoarion of the unamployed 15 more
uriently oppressive and degeading, amd becacge of the lack
uf any Buraiucrati structure in most Clairmants Linons,
Frrowicled that thes doonol restrict thamselves £o represenfing
cluimanm= ul the Social F:it::,'l'_-rll:.-' bl I'-_.-_'!.r s -.';l_..:aﬂiil'.' the
unemaloved as a pofitiosd foree, and providesd that they
miake evers effort oo establish closs links with the organised
labour mowemenl, Claimants Unions offer a maior slep
Farvasd in the suganisation of the unemployed sorking

s af
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INTRODUCTION

O Soh July T871 the mormgiient ar Storsp's of Lancester
disrmissed e convenor af the enpineering frade wnion
altegadly for “arbitrarily ™ Blacking & production fine, The
fing veay blzeked, with the agreament of alf the ehop stewands
soncamead. aftsr the rranagersertf fgnared demarcation lires
The convertar fandled the affaic in much Hhe same way 25
shog stewards in most indsreles would handlte it, it the
inciden t proWded the manageman t yith wr exeuss (o flaunch
a aftack on the grewirng steengnh and warty: of the shag
flpar /n the factory, The tme was frenurebie for them—they
Rad fove ovries hooks and large stackpiles, fn adition, the
unemplayment raze in Lanceser i ane of the highest in the
North West, [t has hecome fncraasingly clear that s (s
falng to be a long stk

Srorey's, the aldesr firm in Lancaster, and one of the
largest employpars, fas o fovg hiatory af patemalism, apart
fraem befng @ major infivence in the e of the tewr. The
strike cowln' fheraore aid i the develogrment of traok
undovtiem in this area, wivich has eo fradition of rrada urian
or poltiesl mifitency. The A UEY was the only urion o
strikn against the |RBon March 18th—excent far a smalf
group of mitriants in Langids ferory and i otiver G iories
the ALE W o nat regnond to their WMatioral Execirtive s

. cafl for @ onie-day strike

Since thaw lack » aulitent base, aod are nar kepr alfve by
an inmeresmd and active membership, the seciiiional working
clagk hoohies @re, for the amost part, insetiwm, They arg run by
8 hardfol of Bursaesrats interasten orly in furthering their
aun caresrs. These bodies Reve been cvdermined s iionally
hy fhe bong periad in wiich isolsted shop flosr activite paid
off. They appeared ro have Netle relfevance to indus trial
struggtas, and 5o decslinsd. fn Lancagtar the fmndeacirs wiiich
urrsrrirsinid these booles sationglly were compgundad by
the fack of shop foor mdlitancy. Thos wohdle workers Do
fitad fram the natlane! trered of rislog wages, they ofd so
mare slondy and fess than effom. OF course an Jmportant
fawstear i e rfitansy aff this period wes phe searcity af
lehoir, wiile in Lancaster, a5 in othar desvessed areas, thene
g & surpfus of Ehowr,

After 5 strike at @ foval factory—Larsily— the TLOC wai
et U by sevne (MG compades and militants fram Lanails
and other factories The TLOES mmin Sasse e Lancasder i
st Langils, and degovte fhe leadershio given by it in the
srigole sgeivet the [RE2 it hes hed difficulty in broadening
its Base, 'ty rofe i this strike Pas, however, browght It to
the gttantion of mrany warkers and it iz ksl fo 0o ina
Bidier position fo fa'g\’?.r s l'.r.'r,!.u'ﬁrr.le'rl tatinr of e S

For ali thess raasons, this steike o5 of major importance,
Sinee (Y radses the question of shop floor power, snd the
r.h"l b5 ot afhan Steviands, G sacredng of B cornwerior i soen
by rmany of the workars in 1he context of the general
sresce on the working class. Tha IR E hag gmomed a mioch
grefer sgnf fcance, and the ineffectivensss of the rade
unicht bureaaeracios Bas feen exppmd,

Tha Falloeing iz an interaew given By four 0F ohe strikars;
Uike Lewinvalte (the convenar who wes secked ], Frank

Martindade and’ Kaith Thaeobalc fharh from the elscrricians”
r.-,m'-:'J.nl.l and Jack Peel (Mestng & Domesdie):

—In thig strilee there are eight unions involved, and thay
have shown & remarkable degree of unlty. Have they always
agted together in this way?

M.L. MNo. The unity has bean established in-the last two
wienrs, Pravious to that the managemeant followed & policy
of divide and rule, and the unions did not cooperate wary
well weith each other. About four years ago the electricians
wers o0 strike for nine weeks, and the lsck af support from
gther unions wees an impertant reasen for the strika lasting
a0 lang.

F.Ml, Thara was supgort in the baginning but it droppsad
away after 8 forinight, Some workers scabbed, and these
peerple weare promated to foreman aftersards, They arg
nivs scabbireg i this dispute. When challanged by the
pickets, ore of them repliad thet be was "trying 1o keep his
k™. 11 wras the axiperianca gained in struggles like this that
macle us @dane of the importanoe of unitg.

—¥ou say that the managemant followed a policy of divide
arvd vude. Could you explain that?

M.T. There mere eight unicns in Storays, and every grada
wes on 8 different rate, A8 a result there was a lot ol com-
petition batwaen the different trades, and a good deal of
amphasis on differentials: This helped o keap the men
mmpf:l:ing with pach other and reduged cooperation,

KT, 1t was one of the reasons why the electriclans did not
gat support from the athers—peoqle Thaoght, “Why should

| f‘Elp thaim 1o ”ght & clatm wikleh will put them ahead of
met" The company peid a good deal of lip-sarvice to
achieving parity batwaen trades, but In practice they retused
toecarry it out. Thay were well amare of the benaefits to
them of having the unlons divided.

—How did you oo about, building vp unity?
E.M. \Wall, a5 | "ve said, the electricians” disoute made us

STER The Struggle

Against Redundancies.

months before the strike all trades hatl acted togather to
prevent the implementation of an AICT report which
inveived tha use of tima-shagts, This actian was sucoasstul,

- At First we held meatings on an informal basis outsice

weorking hours, at which we discussad the problems wie met
in the ditterent departnants, The process wiorkars partici-
pated in these sarly mestings, but they dropped out leter.

M.L. Just over two vearsago we decided 1o formally estab-
fich & joint shop stewards comimittee, snd becauss aof the
harmful effects of the wage differentials, we decided that
our first sep would be to eliminate these dilterances. We
therefors put in for @ wags fse and parity betwaen traces,
Afrer g work-to-rule we wean the Hight, ol this scton con-
solidated the reiations batween tha unicms, Unfortunatoly
the TERGWLF dacided not to join the other anians in the
ioint committes, and have excluded us from thair mestings.
The TRG secretary has retusad offers of help from us, ewan
in casas of mass sackings such as the Fondex dispute, when
T80 men ware sacked,

—~IWhat has the management’s reaction to thesa develop-
mants beand

M.L, They have besn vary worried by it all, Lancaster is s
small toen, weth high usemployinent, The firms have baen
in the town for gererations, ol have a very paternalistic
attitude to “their” warkers

LB On o aceasians when we were on strike thay sant a
fattar to cur wives and mothers telling them what naughty
biys wee weare belng! The organization of the unions has
improved consicerably Since we 5B Up the il:liﬂt commities,
and the strangth wea have pained has been raflected in the
canfidence with which stewirds havs acted. | one of the
unions put a department in dispute none of tha others will
wark in it, and steverde know that they have the backing of
theair weorkrrsies.

M.L. Recantly, we stared a factary bulletin, and we think
this is one of tha reasans for tha managarment's attempt to
break the shoo floor organisation in Storay's, Since we s8t
up the joint cemmittae wa hove bean thying o find ways of
keeping membera fully inforrmed aboot events. Wa wars

wrabbe e get a bulletin gaing because we hcked the facilities:

tha TUDC has now let us have the use of a duplicator, and
have smsisted usin the production of the bulietin. On the
diay the atrike began we put out a leaflet srnouncing the
launching of the bulleting, and we have produced the first
Ly dssees w51 an strike,

F.M. Initially, we were going to cooperate with the stewards
from-arother factory in the town, Michalsons, 1o 38t up a
singka bulatin for the teen Tactories, but they decided to
handon the effort at tha last minwte, end instead are con-
sicharing a managernent offer to praduce a joint bulletin,
using ranagement facilitias. We baljave this makes nonsenss
of the idea of an independent trade union woice,and think
that Michelsons mansgemant ara concernad lest their
wirkers Build wp the type af unity we have at Storeys.

—How hedpful have union officers and official union bodies
Ibeen?

MLL. | think that one of the mes put 8 very wall when ha
said that this was “an official stike which no officlal wants
to knowe about™. The district affizials have had to ba pushed
intodoing things: they have taken almost nginitiative in the
situgtion, The aofficials from different uniens are all afraid of
stepping on each other’s toes, and there has basn o coopera
tion at official level betwaen the unions, The formal procs-
duires hamstring us; the union leeders complain abau
unveieldy procedures in industry, bt their own are 2s bad.
Similarly with the Trades Council, it is amathered in rgles
and reguiations and |¢ incapable of acting promptly.

K.T. Thereis g great desl of buck-nasding; for exampla,
wehen wie tried o get some T&G mambers who were working
I Sroreys o black the joks, s got in moach with their
district secretary in Mencheaster, who passed it 1o the TS0

in Prisstan ! they passed it $o anothar official and e did
mothing.

JP. Nithin the unians there seeds to be much more

omevar placad in thia hends of the shop floor. In my unios,
the H& D, tha shop floor can make a strike officisl SNone of
the other unions mads it official as auickly as ours.

F.M. That ic the way it showld be inall the unions: The
district officials should be subject to elections gvery twWo

WEAIS,

K. T, And tainatant recelll [t is wrong Tor them to be
aopointad by other officials. The membars are the bast
judiges of full-time officizls; they not only pay thair salaries,
bt gl fer mest when they do not do their jobs proparly,

F.M. We knowe that the situation is fairly commaon, but in
aress like Lancaster it is particularly bad. There is no tradi-
tion of militent action; Lanmster"s tradition is ane of pater-
nalistic firms-and high unemplayment, Beceuss of this, the

present strike i wery importent for trede unionism in tha
mrmm o Dt e baee g aiatebinm ond if com sekn 00wl e @

|.'J_?:r.f Ofiicial fRA spokerimen

R Oy

ML, The TUDG has been o big help in this strike. 1t acred
very promptly to offer us fecilities for the production of
beafiets, wto, and 1t has put us in touch with local milimnts
wha have organisad moral and finsscisl suppart. it has
heiped us to brask out fo the strait-jacket of officialdam,

K.T. A good axprple of this was the way in which it put
usin touch with thePreston Commercial branch of the TG,
1o black tanker daliveries to Storeys. [t has been sble 1o ge
advice andd helo fram militants in other armas.

J.P.  The leafleting campaign has teen very impostant in
couintering management fropaganda, and in keeping members
intarmad. The management has been alarmed by the way in
which thair letters to the workers have been dealt with, and
hawa rasmeted To the old sears tacties of talking about’
Yextreme left wing influsnces™, The scretary of tha TUDC
hias baen attacked by name in ona of their letters to workers.
They heve not sutcasded in dividing the men, and peopla
ara becoming sware of the important part that can be

played by bodies that have no red tape, and can act guick by
and alfectively.

MLL. They are particulasly impaortant now becausa of the
attacks on trade uniong and workers penerally. At netional
lewal there is the anti-trade unien legislation, and kocaily
pmployvers are trying to break tha power of the shop floos.
This is tha raasan Far the high unemploymant, the “onoffi-
elal" incomes palicy, the cuts in the welfare services, and
such messures as refusing social sacurity to strikers’ familie.
There it anaed for bodies which can twing warkers fram

ciif farent Tactor bes and diffarent unions topather, to disauss
probiems and to promote salidarity.

F.M. Wa are going to need effectiva organisation when tha
| RA bacames lew, and thay try to put it inta effect, The
trada unions need to be reforimed trem Branch lewal wp,
Thie anly way to stop them destrowing the trade union
rmovamnent is for all trade unicnists to act together.

M. L. Bodieslike the TUDC could play a big part here,
because thay are not rastrictad by Burgpucratic procedures,
We are going 1o meed mare than skiffle groups and recordings
of Vie Feather!*

Interviewners:
—Pat Hickey
—Peter Agaros

MOTES

1 Larcaster & Morescombe Tracks Linian Dalenck Oomimit ineg

2 Inclustrinl Aniations Ball

3 A diem ol business consuftants who carry out work study. In
Lancaser they s canrasd our @ sumiber o studins for private
firms, and for the City Councit, snid bave halgad the Gosarrmand
0 Iengrhen the dale queue.

4 &4 referenca 1o the TUGCs pathetic publicity carmmpaion againgt
rhe | BB, which included tha distribution of & record festuring a
Ekiff g graup On O Bede, ad B Eesch by Ve Feschar om the other

IRELAND IRELAND IRELAND IRELAND |
Red Mole FORUM on

The Current Situation in lreland

Friends Meeting Houssa, Tth Septembar: 7.30 p.m.

SPEAKERS: Hob Purdie, Gery Loawlesy, Provisiomal

1

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE i

Joint Mesting on

“UCE AND THE FIGHT AGAINST
UNEMPLOYMENT""

FRIDAY 3rd September, 7.30 p.m.
MUFTO Hall, Jockeys Fialds

A1l welcome



- REPRE SSION

=

There are 3 few very simple points that have ta
e mache ubout the Oz verdict.

Firstly that we all know perfectly well this is
no fsolated inddent. We all now know, or should
know, the whole series of acts of legal repression.
Ye all Enow that although these incidents may
reflect no master plan or plof that thev all ex press
the response of bourgenis secicty (o anyithing
which makes it feel uncomfortable and insecure,
Any tampering with the domestication of children
makes it feel fust like that — that is why the Schood-
kids issue or the Little Red Schoolbook have been
in the front line. The same reaction, actmally or
immminently, foces the Black population, the
st ter, the demonstrator, the Irish. the indos-
trial mititant, police hargssment, lengthy legal
cages, fines, imprisonment, suppression of public-
atiom, deporiation.

All this certainly goes some way to unmasking
the realities of class rule. It forcas our rulers to
undermine their idealogical power by using
nakedly their material power. But legal repression
too hiag its cargo of ideology: judicial impartiality,
“the rule of law ™. innocent until proved goilly,
the right to be tried by ones peers. In seneral
the liberal outery that follows legal repression
does ned challenge this ideology. Thos Judee Areyl
iz nod really typical of the bench, we are told,
just a5 we were told that Judee Stevenson was
exceptionally severe over the Cambridge Garden
House Affair; or those recent obituaries of Justice
Coddand insizted that one relish he envineed in
administering punishiment was guite unosual,

The simple truth i= thai the great majority of
judees are and have to be deeply reactionary
custodians of the interests of the roling class.
Similarly, juries are overwhelmingly middle class
and middle aged in composition. The antigue
practices of the law have been refined over the
cenfturies o provide all necessary pro tection

to property and public order. It is as urgenl Lo
attack and unmask this pillar of bourgeois powe
as it is to expose the workings of the capitalist
economy, Indeed legal repression is a speciality
of boormends democracy and iz increasingly re-
gorted 1o when the ruling class has to abandon all
its preferred patterns of rule and openlv use ifs
monopoly of legitimate violence,

Fortunately much of this is comman ground
on the Left and among all those groups which are
now the targets of legal assault, The time is already
overdue for some kind of common front against
reprassion which would not stop at profesting
individual decisions but would expose the real
sworkings of the system @ o whole — paying
attention to everyday harrassment as much as to
the more easily publicised episodes of judicial
vengenance. We should seek to encouraze the
grovwth of a popualar invigilation and investigation
of the police, the courts. the judiciary and the
prisans. Those immigrant communities “who fook
the law into their own hands™ by forming self-
defence groups, were showing the direction we
should be moving, If even mimimal surveillance
could be instituted over the constitation and
methods of the legal machinery we wauld be in o
better position: both in expose it and, though
this will rarely be possible, to check its more
flagrantly arbitrary acis.

Jares Whitefire

COLLABORATORS FROM BANGLA DESH

Te'x like inmates of o concendmiion camp bedng ordened fon O
benefit of walting dignitaes do hold a sage show extolling ibe
virrues of Tsng prisnners "r'uhﬂ Khans military regime folkiwmy
I8 abrocicons -:gmﬂ-:mxiu Ba I'lﬂ.ﬁ Inesih, whilch ceaibhed dn hundieds
of thousamds Killed andl several millicos having o M Lo eountoy, 83
now trving to dredge ap collnborators amang the Beagalis who ore
ropdy tocapenk fror their oppressors, Buc the army 68 fnding it

g tre ey difflealt b3 gt the help o many such Bengalis,

Laat June Vahva Khan badl sent Begum Sulsiman, the only
daughter of the deceased Awami Lengue chief and a farmer Prime
Mintster, Mr, Subrawardy, (o Dacca 10 nobilise polifial elemenis
limshder Bangla Dwesh fo codperate wich the army cligee. 45 no
responsible Bengali palitices respendsd oo Hegans Sulslmon’s over-
Lore Favourahly, she had o retune eenpry-handed. This vndouiedly
went o the credit of even guch cigh Fwing poditicians as Me. Murol
Amin, (e T3-pear-obd parfizmentasi=n of pre-Independence vintage
Al s OF dhe only two non-hwami Leaguers whn won [Rst
Decuinber's sbectons from Eust Bengal, [t was eporied thad Mr.
Ammiin had refosedd do lave anything to do with Yates Kham ander
Ciet: prisen | set-up.

Favesl with the hleak prospect of lhohding Jduwn Bangls Desh
imdelinilely by bruee fores, Yahva's sosl move was i enlist the
services 0F & fow kpow n quizlings who acied in the pase as kgenls of
West Paklstani lewnkal-hutehiom lic-hoorgendsie cligue. & nsoiley

WOMEN & INDUSTRY
Mational School arganised by
Socialist Waoman
{Canvernor of the WNCC: fndustrial
Campaian
| 11-12 SEPTEMBER
MUFTO Hall, Jockeys Fields, W.C.1.
, Ring O1-837 6954 for details—
|_ progremme available,
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defending the army action in Bangla Desh.

Exr. Sapjail Hesspim and . Mohar Ali, Yohya's two itnerant
educalionismd, wene in London Bar Julv, Tleey aowld ot do much
here publichy exoepd (o write & shoddy spoliogia to dle leipns’
colamm ol Fie Timey on behalf of their military mosters: Their
effarts to justify the killings of Dnece Uindversi oy poofessors on the
might of March 256 g the hendzof Pakiztani troeps vere eeeivied
by theé informed public everyahers with disdnin.

Arcither of such collahorstors i 5 polliesl rejec| froin Bast
Bengnl, Famicdnl Hug Chowdbury, Hoyg, who i3 dbe owner of Dacca’s
largest greup of mewspapers. Pakistan Observer Pablicntions, is one
al the most hated Tengulis abive. He eodlabssated wilh the YWeast
Pakistan eaplinlist ol alf along, For o briel period in the "$0s he
mse o he o Foneipn Mindsler of Pakistan. This man was flown ovor
recgily brom Ducca. whese he feared reprissls by Bangla Desh
gwrrillis, ubong with hs Famdly, 3t Qe wost of dhe Pakisian govern
ment bix @ safe haven in Swilosrland,

Hamidul Huy had mporredly mied the Swiss anchoritios in
August acoompanied by the Pakistan Ambassadaor in Berne o apprise
them of ¥ahya's twisted wersion o thee Bangla Desh crisiz: But even
e S 52 woabe e impressed.

Hamical Huog has been chosen by Vahva ta head on elght-man
debegation ko the LM, to plead the Pakistanl mse. However, Dlse
Bengalis bebeve Pakigmn bins no cose (0 plead, Yahya Khan, a
usurper of pressd (n Pakistan, himsell has me rights to rule, ket alone
speak For Pakisfar, The arined struggle in Bangln Desh toge ther with

Jakn Lerpnon giud Yoko Ceed an phe OF damonesf ration
Photo! Caplain Sreps

s popular revalution possible in
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The opening of concentration camps m the Six Counties
has produced a muss popular wprising against the British
Army. These confrontations between the nationalist
minrity, its armed vanguard and the State forces have been
the most widespread and prolonged sinee the Civil Rights
upsurge in October [968. 11 is vital that we umderstand he
pature and dynomics of the preseot struggle, This demands
an analyss of the political background and repercussions 1o
the recent events,

BACKGROUND

A we have aullined in previows acticles on the Trish strugpte,
the upsirge corer the past thres years results from the
uncompleizd national democrstic revolution. The creation
of the Orange secturian Statein 1920 represented a defeat
for that revalution, The maintenance of thal State demandad
the political oppression of the nativnalist mined ity who
sonssted of ene-third of the pepulation. The Civil Rights
mosement aTose in Autumn 1968 a3 o protest against this
oppression. The particular conjuncture ot which i arose
found British imperialism endergodng an acute structural
erisiz: Britain was attempting m overhaul of the politcal
supardtrictore of the whobs of Ireland pricr to both istands
entering the Commaon Marker as an integrated cconomic
unit, This rutionalization demandad a dismantling of the
seztarian superstructure of the Six Counties. Since the
graniing of Civil Rights was incompatible with the existence
of an Crasge secluran colony . every step lorward of the
popwlar movement prodeced desp fissures within the
Chrange hloc.. British imperialiam and ite Stormont clicnts
tound themselves the vicims of the Frankensizin maonste
they had created and lovingly nurtured over the previous
150 veurs the Orange mass movement. On the one hand it
wis faced by mas mobilizations of the Nationalist minority
demandling socal change, on the ather by the Unionist
cight wing tolally hostile to any ioterferences with the
status guo. Thiz intranzigence found politcsl expression bn
Paislevism outside the Unionis) Party and the Cradg apposi-
tion within.

These acute conlmdictions first manifested themselves
i Augost 19065 Then, exasperated by the Stornson:
government’s “passivity’ i dealing with the subversives, e
Orange para-militacy B-Specizls launched atracks on
Catholle ghettoes Only the direct intervention ol the
British Army prevented the disimearation of the State Bur
their intervention only had the effect of freexing the gituas
ton, L

The palitical consequences ef August were that the
natlenal auestion was posed guite sharply—the deniul of
Civil Rights 40 the Catholic minonty, the iribility of
Rorment to grant Civil Rights; weee now cloarly linked 1o
the existencs of the Orange Stale, 1o the partition of the
cauntey. The conflicl had grown over into 2 struggle for
natinaal liberation, This found palitical expression in the
resurgence of Irish Republicanisim, No longer were the IRA
the isolated hitlside menof the *40s and *50: bl the armed
yatguard af the Catholic working clazs ghetross. & new
stuge of strugple was opening up—one of urban guerrilla
warkase.

Fach upaorge of the nutiopalist minority was anseered
with ingreasing ropression by the British Army, These
represdlve activities deepened and extended the maistance
in the ghetioss, The growing nationalist opposition Muriher
accentuated the tensions witldn the Unionist bloc as the
extrame right-eing demanded crackdeowins on "TRA terronst
muivrnen”. 1t orzs againat this buckground that concéntiation
camps, euphemistically refaread to as internment withoul
trial, were introduced,

INTERNMENT AND ITS AFTERMATH

The declsicn of Faulkner to opt for internment was moliv
motiveted by his desire to praserve the Unioaist Bloc from
final disinteprotion and by his desire to remaim oz head of the
Pladeniat Parry. Tuso, the Bracsh Military Commander in
the Six Counties was against the us of internmei 1 Bacause
hie was well aware of itaineffoctiveness as 8 means of
smashing the [RA, Howaver, Fuulkner, disreprrding the
enhsequences, adamantly pressed for internment. In order
to pain the acquisscence of the Heath government,
Faulicrer waved the spoctro of an Orange wprising, and the
Tories, a5 in 1912, obliginply suzcumbed,

Az cxpocted, the internment has been o complets failure,
Reszianee, 4 broadsheat of the OFficials, described it thus:

*ntarnment bas Gailed in il iiltempt I Wipe ol the
Republicun movement, Very fow members of the movement
foll into enemy hands, and the TRA was ahle to defend the
peopde wrth all its forces intact, The Rapublican Clubs have
refused 1o be driven underpround by this crude intimidation
and repression and are continuing to organise the people in
thedr defence as they did hefore.

“In the fury of their faiture, the Briish tetaliared agains
the pacple with 5 caleulated brotality which shocked all;
men were drogeed boll paked behind military vehicles with
sutid bags over their heads, others were whisked into the aii
in hebicopters and vold they were being thoowen 1o their
deaths and while blindfolded thrown out o few feet from
the ground o forture learot from the Amerdcans in Vietaam
—all were severely benten and one man was savaged b
Absation dogs let loos2 on him by his sadistic caplors; o girl
of fifteen in the Markeis aren of Belfast had her arm pulled
from irs sockel, and the B4 of that srea took action ggainst
the thugs, fighting a nine-hoor battle sround Inglis' bakesy
and inflicting several (atalifies on the British troops.”

The aveounts of the tortures and brotalities have been
well documented. These hive besn compietely ignored by
the British press, The Daily Telegrapk-in Tact has bean

The response of the nationalivi minority to the attempted
mass internment can only be described as a popular uprising.
Bitter experience has tzught the people that the force they
can trugt to dafend their uréas apainst attack is not the
British Army, 1o some Utopion frde union defence foroe,
bt their oarn defienee militia: the 1rish Bepublican Army.
The altentpt of the British Army Lo Douidate it met with
widespread registance. Up po recently the brunt of the
active opposition to the Britidh ccoepation has taken place
in Balfusi and Derry. Moo ather areas have ome out in
resistance .. Mewry, Sirabone, Durgan, Coalisland and
Croemaglen,

ARMED STRUGGLE

The focus at present seems to-be shifting froa armed con-
Froqtation o civil dischedience campaigns; the crgandsabion
of one-day strikes, and Lhe ereation of frae areas behind cthe
barricades. Howeser, with a perapective of prolonged soctal
crists, the isue of armed siraggle will ba posed very clearly
in the coming peried. Just 8 surely as the successful Civil
Fights mobilisations in the sarly period of 1969 put armed
defence of the Catholic ghettoes on the agenda, so foo will
a ¢ivil disobedisncs vempoign of any bite faced armed
TEprEsshon.

The revolutionary potential of the barriended arens
semms 1o he wndersiood more clearly st this moment by the
British Army than the ravolutionary vanmoard. Henos we
see Uhe speed at which they move in to dismanthe them,
Apain a decision fo malntain free arcas will requice an armed
defenca,

SMASH THE ORANGE STATE; ALL POWER TD THE
FPEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY

If there i3 ome lessan that can be drwwn [rom che past teno
yrars' strupgle, it is fhat tha Orange State is unreformable, Tt
was barmn out of religious bigatre: it institutionatised and
perpetusted religious bigotry, Talk, therefore, of demoscra-
tising i1 or of elacting a “*progressive™ govermnent in
Etormont is completely utoplan. The aim of the revolutionary
[orces must be to semshk it As we have emphasised
prevlongy, this will need a political strategy o8 well a5 a
military one, [t 5 therefore a very significant development
that all sections of the ant-Uniondst population an trying

fo imatitute a trangitienal form af political power - a Peopla™
Asmmbly Again, a5 we erplagised before, it is vital that the
SDLP does not gain control of this or of the civil disobedience
campaipn. The People’s Amembly, the Dwid Ui, thesefors
ahedald be bared on local organs of People’™ Poveer: the
military leadership of the “Tree areas™, tenants’ associations
and trade union bodies who support e en-Diperialis
strugele, local povermaant souncils s glve their allegiance
for fhe new asseimbly.

THE SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH

The indicriminatz and hrutsl imprisening of all sections of
the anti-Unionist population by the Stecmont seglme; the
brutality of British scoldiers towards the Catholie commurnity
and the active collaboration of the Brlish Army and
Profestant extramiat in artempring to smagh certain Cathos
liz oreasin Beffas liee mada A impossible for Union Jack
Lynch to introbuce interoment in the South at this stage.
Those whe sdlnrain that theee is no difference betwesn
Orange and Green Tories will be completely unable to
undersiand Lynich’s prosent “Bepublican™ rhetoric, and his
bucking of the civil disohedience campaign. The former
political strength of the Fianno Fuil Pariy, its populist
nature & now becoming asource of weakness. We set Lynch
caught heowsen his long-term need fo establish o closer
poditical and economle relationship with Britain and his
present need o maintain political conine] over 2 party in
which le Faces many detections o the Blaneyites: [t moy
well be that certain sectons of the Southern hourgeoisie,
fed up with the ineptitude of the Fianna Full regirme, will
shifl poditical support to the “'safer” Fine Goel purty in the
near future,

In the pericd following the pogroms of August "09, therz
waas 3 rapid build-ap of the mass mobilisations in supporl of
the sirugple. These were guickly diffused 3z & result of the
interventions of the British troops, This time the mokilisa-
rinns have been gathering mamentum more slowly bt
promize 1o be more sushiined and deep-going. Already
there have beon muss mestings in such centres a5 Dhtblin,
Cork, Waterford and Limerick. There have been many
solidarity resolutions and catls Tor Industrial action from all
seetionz of the trade union movement and tenants’ assoeki
tinns All this makes the possibitity of Lynch ntroducing
interniment i the South more remoie.

OUR TASKS IN BRITAIN : NEED FOR A FOLITICAL
CAMPAIGN

The introduetion of @termment has apgin produced o
climate in Britain where it will be possihle to gain 9dde-
spread aipport foe the Btrugeie in Iecland, Aleeady feere
hase been pickels, sit-ims und demanstrations in several
arens, There has aleo been some Bmited industrial action.
The trapedy is that other palitical tendencies have not sceo
the need todo consistent work on the Trish fssue vver the
pitsl bwn years. We arg likely to soe such umbrella orgomis-
tions 2 the Anti-Internment 1 Aige :ipllllgil'lp; up ovar the
coming period. These arganiscions can play a wseful coprdi
nating oke bul what is really needed is a pelinical campaign,
Bevolutionarizs showld nol merely Be waglng o campaign
azainst internment, but be availing of the heightened
irlerest in the Trish sitwation created by the introduction of
imiernment o caplain the s mole of Brtish bopedalisn in
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ACCOUNT OF *BAG TREATMENT’
NORTH DETAINEES SMUGGLED OUT

From Michael Hemey [n Pelfas
A Graphic account of the “bag
treatment™ allesedly miven by
the  British security forces Lo
agveral detainess in e Maorth
hos reached  The Leishe  Tirmes
from Seamus O _TIJElIhH.LL
dewmined  in. Crumlin Road
Prison in Belfase

O Punchzil, the Tocme: editar of
tha Lraited fréshmiae, descrines in
third report £rom behingd hars how
Patrick Shiwers. & plascerer ol
looimaebridge, Co. Ancim, had a
blue  bap held owmer his head  for
many days while bzing bealen anod
interrogaied.

The “hag ireatment™ is ale [he
subject of a [urther statement re-
legsed throupgh the AssoTiation for
Legal Juslice regarcing 11 other
detninees, through a spokesman, P
1. MeChean, of Beragh, Co. Tyrome

0 Tuathail's report v headed
“Cell 28, C. Wing, Crumiia Road
Fail™

i describzs bow Palnick  Shavers
(inderviewsd by O Tuathmil in
prisaal and described by Rim &E
Fihe warst cuie | heve heard D
date"). wae arrasted on Monday.
Lugual 9th, [n his hame (nken La
Ballvkellv, and lsper to Magillifan
Army Camp. There, ks was inn Lhe
commany, aceording tn 0F Tualhail's
gocownt. of P J Mollean.

“&t dapbreak on Aagesr k",
¥ Toondbhail’s acgounl ogbmusd,;
| heord Scads pocent sayiog “Highl
mow, hantards, M'm gp, Get up there'
All gor up and dressed. Dpar
apemad and taken to canlteen. Beans,
sougagel and brend, Taken tack 1o
hut, Heéard Belscopler coming ovéi-
bead, Landed in [eld mezarby

"Handoufled p one anacher znd
marched pur o offioe Could see
helicopler -armd  &boaf  siz pism
ciothes 'mem 1o distznee. Plain
clathes man alsa heside us,

“Foar bloe bags pooduced and
out aver oor hewdi  Short ol
mrenth becaswse of Sag. Then re-
ensed From handonffa, whick con-
aecled ore oo ather, and haisds
hardculTed individcally. Then ron
across  fie™d  ip hel comer aod
Prapped inle sdak Heeeptzsr (ol
ofl. Akoul vne Boar wm bBelicepuen
Lended.

"Tkd nor knaw where, Larry
backed Up Lo Selicopier. Takén auwl
nad thrown inta hack eof LTerre like
sack of poiaroes. Lacry amelt af
eow dung Dvoven in lerey P aben|
100 wards.

“Pulled aut ol larry fhag stil
aver head)l. Marched wta builiing
af anme sarl,  Srriapad  meked i
raoim, Exapmnioed by dactar. Heg
slid awer head. Pul Dving o bed
and examired. Arny averalis {1 dis-
covered Tacert mgt gn o me. Taken
Inta foorh, ~oes ke |:n|'1|'|n.'m=:'|
W erpihe Q0 rocen Very oud
Dealenng

“Hands putl zpornst wall.  Leps
apread nanrt Head pulizd back by
cord oo bap and hackside shot in
Staved chere approximatelv Ioar
howrs. Conld ma langer held op
arms, Fell down.  Atps pub wp
agzin, Hend: hemmered wncil cie-
culatian  resmored.  This hoppened
cartisnell far 12 1o 12 haurs el
1 callapsed,

Y1 owes thinking now shat Paisley
had seir=d mower in ome way aed
thot 1 wedld be execaled or ter-
fared Lo death, Staced to prov very

ard.

“®lauth dri=d nop Cewlda't gel
moisnre i meolk, Polse @ien. 1
heugh! ol vounesier wha Bad @ed
al six monchs old, Siarted 0 pray
taad Gind wauld give sirongth rhat
I would pe. o ‘nsanes. Fod dewy
several Umes more. Slapped bBack
ugr again.

This witisl  hiwe BOPS On T
a0 Thiee days. T olosr frrck oo

L PTTTRSPRTE S e RR TR

T, Mo slezp. Moo fosd. Knew
i had gone ohconscimoy  several
times, hot did not know for how
long.” One time | thoughd or imag-
ined | had died. Could nor see
vaangster's face, haot fely reconciled
o death. Felt happy.

“Darring  this  tme no worde
snoken ad all. Wo words had beep
ipoken simce [ left Mapilligan. Beg
slill ‘oves my bewd | did not speak;
bul prayed oul loud. Mabwe going
all the dHme.

= Alter having collapsed on fins|
Cnasion, | fell smebody working
my Body wp and down as if do pe-
vive me - uind rfestore  SrciElation
scemed W e agam znd po tn wadl
Egmn afgd pui opp  hands, ]
was dragged into romm by bag on
bead apd & voice at my ear psked
me Bad I anything @3 say. Thn
wak firsl word since | bell Magil-
dgan—I1 recenned  abous W 1o
three davs previdus.

~ asked  Jor my wils and 3
preest. AL thin, 1 was  dragged
Bgiun into noisy room.  Hands pat
p agmimal wall agaim gati] 1 gol-
lipeed azam. Fell with face naninn
wall  Ecll against mips st Hoor
level, Pulled up agpin and  Fuce
thrrwn azainar wall umtil my body
sare,  Them wrme aut gzain, Hesd
well back aid fometh ne ke cabber
sk jate me kack w0 [oree it
sraiehl.

“Ehoes slinped on &t this slape
Taken out ang thrown inta hack of
larry,  Helf wcarried, balf aukled
{by bap) oul. Heard pofse af heli-
ropler grain, Horded aimine Do
not. koow  Bow  lamg  helisopler
staved i Alr. Camnof recoll Could
hear semeone moaning heside e,
Taken alf helicopier onfe back of
ey, Wery roushly headied.

"' Tnkepn off [orry by owo or thres
men,  Punched and ron aver gome
Hiae Fhe corromited iren,  Head

i Egninst wall,

i ravight inra building  Sat on
chnir, PRap taken off head.  Firsg
BiAE T osav owens BT alfeer—
hend cararable T rhoagst from reo
stars om shionlder,  Might be nble (g
recodtiisgp i asain.  Sesmed e
b plain cloLhes secresary sifting he-
side him.  Leaked Horeiied when
fe sawe me . Sz én mer lipa from
lnek: ol wales and third, Must have
lboxed terrikle.

“Read out paper. T knew Bater it
was delention deeament. T tred te
spmak. Cenld only whisner, MHy
i wour da tlis te me? Wan aehind
i keld hag oolled me Said,
"Speak wn, T ocan™ hear waun' T
rezched aver for dosumen: o laok
ap it Fyesg bBlurssd Could nac read
it praser ¥, Talen from me By man
achind Shoved in my breast pocket
Bog pu? pwver miy hesd aesin, T
was nolled ond BE Tunnwing pace.
Rum shout S vards. Threan in
snck of lerry Gnee apmine Sssped
0 ke pelice o military in beck of
borrsy Al punching mo in Fack s

= mrad Wneecips. T cootd Fesl =ith
@l Lo b A
o brecans, Gl
sck oAl side of [ace, Passed

il
"When [ come 1o T was in heli-
copter agrim neadine [ enee ool
ahera Loy 5 i EERLn
laker o noiss rovon cpain. Same
tanmt where | had been  kelone.
Same Irealmeal. Hlands  aq,. leg:
dpart. Geking wenver. THE not fezl
hengry niew, St bad hed waching
‘poear Taromany days 1 had Loz
eorn of ddvs,  Hlands- hammered
il Elocd caoe Sack inte {hem.
Collapsed again, Hands daken  ug
Toosaiy ax [ lay on Tiear and e
Bl meain 1o emst iF 1 was owd

“1 sl on beeuside in uprigh

or wilh pracredieg pipe 8t
level eutlize it Rase ol
.o AimE, leps oand koees now
nirma and sufl

“Tuzer into rooms Bag lzken aff
head Tor secand tme. Dedective af
Spevial Braach there Refare me
wilh cap af wales sitting on desk,

R
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Men wha hag taken hapg off my
Lead =lpned auwt dons hehind,

" lopked atl decective srgd wskod
him bow rthey could do this hoe-
ribde tlink. Ho told me o speak wp.
shar Be coull nol hear me, thai
my yoice was nearly gane, Asked
me o ke drink af water Thank
manthful, Fiist in abeur [bur o
five davs:

“Rlarled  asking me  guesliand
Couwld not apswer. Noo veige and
balf  hysterigal. Lips sicking to-
gecher witk soom Got angry and
told me o speRk up Starfed askiap
ghouwi LE.AC aetiviiv and  arms
cimps &ound Toeme.  DNd moed
mow Whal he was falking  ahpui
I had na knowledge of anvihing.
Aller aboat a half Hoir he sald. T
#m going 1o send you beck in there
ggain,’ which ha did.

By this rime | was end of lethes,
Whole pody, legs, arms started 1o
trembie dikoslrollably. | passed oul
agnin, Afler this, doclor weapped
e o blankets Carreed me our inin
what might ke small sargery, | lav
there akivering and shaking

Hearrur  F  Twarkail

Teak nulse, Felt kehind ankles
Gac exeited. Took hlood pressure
Imice by lournigue methog | helt
aronitd  arm,  mflajed with  air)
Put: something date myv  macth,
Thoughe & waa doug. Spit it oul,
Secund Bme, he said, ‘Keen that in
vour moith, 1 am taking vour teme
peratine.”  Spoke  with  English
accert Tag still ba’f over my head,
Dawn 1o pridae af poss. Conld iy
szx him Do phvs me mug of bol
Lyuik. Held 0 my mauth ang
poused m,

"Token inte  another  Toom
Lying on materess em (oor. Lo
there,  Stacied o sweat  heavily
Dungeresz  got sicky.  Cauldn’
sleep, Body vory sore all sver. Bag
uill geer my hesg

“lay dheréo long time  Canset
recall. Then Laken out  Marched
arcuid room A few fimes ood wp
Fsllwavs. Taken lota inteccgation
officer, | discaversd  Ijpoer, A
tifferant Saecial Branch man fn-
ferropaled me - Askicg me naw
anpu: Civll Righls. Bodds Moo
lev Memarial Fund, Credit Union
Aol oy wismws skoul  politics.
Asked ma who [ voded Tor in lasd
Stormont eleciion. Tnsisted 1 waa
coniscted with one of fwo IR.A,
RBOOLIpE.

"Taken cuf sgain. Bag over my
head- Pul in cell, Bag taken off
ney hend as 1 owent into cell. Sut
Laere o grownd, No furmniture, Mo
bianken, Mew  appenrance. Hall
slepl, Half shivered with cold for
same haurg Cagnot recall expetly

“Diereciive came in apain Pt
hag over my  head.  Fnlerropated
Azain. Same  questions opain, My
redghem,  leok apes of all  my
childron, My wife's name  aod

USED AGAINST

OF JAIL

address, ‘When  sbe  was  Boto.
Wiere 1 was barn, ebc Mames and
vibdresses of all my friends, Offared
me ¢I£.Fll'ﬂ|:-l. Took ik Pud back mio
<ol wilh eoaliresm o Hoos. Lap
there for a while, Taken put agsin
and interregated, Bt coumi af
inferzogatons..  Happened © faar)
Cive timew Same qostion. Ascord-
ing 0 Hranch, all my friends im
LH.AM

Shiver's accoum!, as recorded by
0 Tanthail, poes on bt describe
haw Ive was shoved next nscening
acl has his fest washed, Later in
e day, he was weighed

“Tao my smavement, |- weighed
aly 115 k™ saps the sosoumi ™1
krew T wis 9 ¢f. 2 lh. when 1 was
mrreated fram scales in Roaise

"Went tox put clothes of, Detecs
tve g2id | had {0 go throogh an-
nther proceduse. Took me paked
intx  another room  widh  pholes
graotier. To my surprice (i man
haerk 1y ﬂhntﬂg_ﬂ.ﬂh with detoctive
sianding beside me. Told me i
wrn o around. Taken agmin, Clothes
pul on. Back to eell

“Bag over hesd agaln.

Helicopter, Over one bour hﬂ
cepter. Taken out inla police keap,
Teken to hale in wall, Taken 1o
receptian in Crumls Woad Jail
Weighed again, Doclar gaw  mae
that  wighi, 1 asked what day
wis. Toesday, [ waa eight days in
custody, 1 am now deiaiped in ©
Wing, Crumiin Roed Fail.

(UM~ emild recogaise and
identify two of the Hronch-men
who infecregzied me. T had never
wn them prior fa my loberroga-
bon and doonot kEnow cheir names™

Bhiver's wile, Belly, wag inter
viewed by The frivk Timeg fast
weok, an hour after ghe bnd viskied
ler hosbamd She said #sen ho had
loxl  ome elone fn  weight.  Her
zocoiant of isg creatment alleped to
have besn given 10 her huiband
coingides closely with thal recarded
here by Seamis O Tuathoil,
o Im g coveileg mobe mceompanys
Jng shis accouni, €} Tuschail Ry
“Thaw -slore typical  of  four/live
cases  from  Magllligan  browght
here, P. 1. MoClean and Michael
Manrpomery similar storjes®

A detailed sinterient fram PoOJ,
MaClean, oo belnll of bimself snd
10 arhe; peisoier,  wae pelessed
last nigh! oy the Associstion for
wepal Jostice. MoClean's slatement
ciiocidey with the sHove pecount
in sabatanl:xl detsil. The 11 men
had & hood pulled over iheir head
for lengthy periods; durng which
tme rhey gere daloned and imters
ropated.,

A ettlion of MoClenn's stalecnont
feadn: - Fism,  beols and  batem
coaned intn my Runibed bodw. |t
wasn't my body, Samehody else's,
Mai mive, Hands behind my hack,
Handeulls hiting inte wrkes, Eais,
Somesne  pulling and jerking my
arms,  Throen  berdlong - inte &
vehicle, SHoft weas, Beating com-
tinngd—bowls,  balians, - fists, Then
the meise. thul dreadsd  belianter
apiin, Diragged our of the vehicks
by the hair. Thrown om the Door
of the “copler. Blacked ouat

"Congciousness.  again. Hands
mkitadled in fromt of me,
sgainst 2 wall | wide apard, [
dug my finger maila imto ibe wall
Frin all over me”

Melean™s slalement |3 given  on
hehalf of Frank Molrrigan, Bel-
fasi: Hesin Honnway, Bolfast: Jos
Clark.. Belfmsiz Jim  Aabd, Belfasi;
Michael  Mooigomery, Dierfy:
Michzel Donnelly, Dieery; £Gery
McKerr, Lurean; Brian Turley,
Armagh; Patrick MeNnily
Armazh, and  John  McoKenna
My,

——



The massive rapression unleashad by tha regimae of General
Memeiry ageinst thousends of communists and trade union
militants is by any starsdards an enormmous bl e the revo-
luticnary strugala in the whola Arab world, We are in fact
witnassing an unpresedented onsleught on the largast C.P.
i the regian and the cream of the Sudanasa working clas.
The harging of Abdel Khalek Mahjouls, the General Secea-
tery of the C.P_ and Chafei El Sheikh, the [sader of the
trade union federation, i5only the tip of an iceberg of white
terresr which hag by no means come to a halt.

“Unita intomally, or af least sort out vour diffarences
and your contradictions, we'll sea than ..."" had bean Massar's
consistent advicn tn Nemealry, the reprasentstive of the
Sudaness petty-bourpaoisie, anxious to join tha Arab
Fecerition

Marmairy's anawer was quite unembiguous. On February
11th, b declared: * The Communists have no place in our
revalution ... Thay will be crushad and exterminated, ” What
thien bad transpined bebaeen the Sodanas: CF, and
Memeiry's militery governmant?

THE SUDANESE C.P.'S POPULAR FRONT

Since its constitution 83 an ceganitation Independant of the
farmer Eqyvptien G.P., the Sudaness Party, bnosplte of its
internal divisions, provad to ba the only crganisad force in
Sudlan capable of advancing a raualutionary altemativa to
dhictatar Abboud’s regime. The petty-bourgeoisie therefore
muﬂht &n allisnce with this “wertobral coldumm of 1he
Sudareese left™ in order to take power and get rid of the
rightwing oppoation, Helding that “the P, was not get
i 8 position to ssize posar, and that the revalutionsy
crigia had not yer ripened”’, one wing of the C.P. laadership
[mpaged a palitical ine based upon demacratie llusions,
urged on by Moscos which ceaselessly counselbsd moders
tign, other elements in the leadership becarme trapped in the
parspactive of 4 Popular Front and the collaboration of all
anti-imperiatist classas, o traditional atpact of Stalinist
pedicy, and considerad that power had dalreacdy besn cap-
tured, whersss it had yet to be taken. Conseguenty, the
Sudaness TP, hesitaed For o long tirme beteeen lagalism
gnd revodution. |t formed with the officars freoeesentatives
af the gty bourgeaisial a nationel demaoeratie front which,
alter thi suphoria of the firat few months, braks up under
the wight of its inner contradictions: the intergsts of it
tig compoanants were ahsaliutely neompatible

TWO TENDENCIES

Since 1966, the Sudanea: C.P, b costdsted of two tendeén-
cess ane right-wing and liguidationist, which sought &
comproom b with the regime and which bookad 1o the
axampla of the ex-Egyptien TP, which finally buriec st
i Masers Arab Soclatist Unios, and the other sami-
revolutionary, which rejected afl attempis to shackla 1t lor
the sake of soma sort of anti-imperialist wnity insistad on
by the Russian huresucrats, and stubbormly presamed it
Futonamy

But aver snd abowe these divergencas lay the datarmina-
tion of the Sucdanese pelty-bourgeose 1o extsrrminals ns
erstwhile gllv. In fact, insoired and educated by Nasser, the
Suilarase officers absorbed the ABC of Massarism = anti-
communism, the nervous system of their idealogical
spparatus; distrust of mass organisations,which escaped
thiir contral, anpeal to sonfuded national and re lgious
sentiments, liguidation of any and avery left-wing foemation
and .. even & Triendly wink for the Kremlin,

This classic Massarie behaviour confirms with increasing
bruetality the right-wing wrn of tha so-called progressiva
regirmes s the end of all iHlesions sbout the historical antl-
imparialist mle of thae Srab petty boorgeoisie, The
Sudeness TP, being an obstacla to the integration of the
reran ey into the Arsh Federarion, Memeiry determined o
mennn It aevay, A pale image af Pius master, he took aue his
methaods, verbal demagogy accompanied by switt bilowes,
Hut Sudan today is not like the Eguent of tha *6ls, Masser

weas then at his zenith, and the Soviet bureaucracy could

still sow [Husicns about his ravolutionary role in the Middie
Eust, whespas taday, throughout the Arab world, tha

petty -bourgenisie flownders in s contradictions and (13
“agonising reapgpraisals'”. The evants of Septermber 18970 in
Arpman brought out what united Masser and Hussain and
not what diffarentiavad them, as well as proving tha
incapacity of the petty BourpeEnise to supply a rel.'aIuLI-::ﬂur-,-'
aadution to the problems of the Arab world,

Hevae thien did the CP, respond 1o Memeiry™s bloody
witch-hunt? After the butcher’s Fehruary spench, the megimas
began o round wp Communist militants, sided by an
igrabibe cresture named Moawsya lbeehim, who had previously
been head of the CP.'s clandastine apparatus, and who
supplied the regime wiith lang Hats of C.P. members and
syrmpathisars, The top cadres weera irmpeisoned; those Party
activists despatched to the South to orgenite a separatist
mowEment were aithor srrested or deported 10 the Morth; a
wast purpe of the police force, the army, and the stata
apparatus was likewise uncertaken.

THE FURGE I5 PREPAREILY

Then, on May 26th, Nermery annoonced the dissolution of
the CGT and of all traede unions, peasant leagues, women's
arganisations, profesional, cultural, tribal, and even chari-
tahla fedarations in which the C.P, had influenee. |brahim
wirs to 88T Up a new frads union organisation, run on corpo-
rate Hres and henceforth there was 1o be only one perty—
tha Sudanese Socialist Unbon:

THE COUP AND COUNTER-COLUP

The 0P, leadership, out of sheer desperation, instructed i
mambers in the Army hieracchy to laonsh the now famous
coup of July 18th. Bul the fnes regime, which came to
power without resistance, atthough it decresd the legelisation
af the CP,, the CG.T. and the Paity’s other front arganica-
tions, ranmyed tha fime-worn call Bor an alliancs of all
“national dermocrats, patriotic intellactuals, netions!
captalsts et and wigor oesly demied all allegat ons ol a
“cormmunist Sudan . Moteithstanding its lreitations, the
merew rulineg o weas s advance on Nemelry's ragime In
many respacts it woukd have srved the CP. from destruc
ticet and thus helped tostinmulete laft-wing oppasition to
the other Arab regimes, as well as provoking crses within
the Areb C.P.s, particularly those under liguidationist
“leadership™; 1t weuld perhaps bave entailed a gl apainst
the widespread corruption in the Sikdan and a marginal
improvernent in workers® living standards: and it would
urtdew btedly have aceentusted the contradictions of the
Eqvntian, Svrian, and Litvyan ragimes, which helps to
axplaln their hystericad reaction end thair frenetic scheming,
culmingting in the réstoration of Nemelry on July 22nd.

\ The succass of Hacham E| Atta and his colleagues proved
( thurs to ke shent-lived, despite the widespread support which

they enjovad. Disaster coulkd in fast have baen averted had

4 the insurgents taken the necassery repressive maasres

agalnst their snemles, had they, instead of limiting them-
selves o organlaing & tew symbolic demonstrations, made s
srinus eftort o mabilise the masss 1o amash e bourgenis

b state and, finally, hed they not fatally ignored the dangers

of & foreign intervention end thus failed to arm their sup-
ot terd againgt such an eventuslity. They mistakenly
bieliwsed that a little Soviet pressere on Egypt and Libiva
wiou ld avert that particular menaca, wheraes we kooa from

hirtar Ausacaman rhat iohas ¢ aarmese sm shaerinea kadoneae ibe

MG MILTTANTS (TOF) WHO CARRIFED
OUT A& TOEEN GOCLPATION OF THE
SUTANESE FUTASSY ON TIHE DAY
OF MAHIDUE'S EXECUTION WERE
EILCTED BY THE POLICE (BELDW)
WHO PFLACERD A M-HOUR GLUARTE

O THE EMBASSY. NI ARRESTS
WERE HADE,

“fraternal Parties”, Moscow has no hesitation in plumping
for the former.” For these gantlemen, Arab Stalinism is
strictly expendable and certainly not a matter which merits
a quarrel with their good friends in Cairo. That is why the
Soviet bursaucrasy maintainad & criminal silence for the
first wealk gfter Memeirys retum to power, avan thouwgh
thair own “comrades' wara boing shat down incold blood;
that is why they invited Iregi fascists, personally responsibls
fior the murder and toriure of Communist militanis, o the
last Congress of the CPSL; that m why they have sucoeeded
acdmirably in *overcoming the temporany difficuities™ snd
ra-gstabtishing amicaile relations with Nemairy; and that i%
why their mild varbal titterings arg, to =y the least, rathee
UnCanvincing

Those other staunch defendors of the cause of sociafism
and revalution, Peking's “new Mandarins™, hawe fost na
tirma in exr}rmsinﬂ thair support fow ... NEh"rEir‘f'. The Chinasa
buresucrecy, groven resmactable and responsible, has onee
amin showwn the extent of its commitrment to the " stabes
guo'. Unfortunateby for them, Hussian tanks have Tl now
pulled micee weight in the evas of the Arab ruling class
than sycophantle artieles in Peking Aewew, but the Maoists
have baen quick to take shantage of the Kremlin® difficul-
ties to step into the breach, Just a5 in Ceylon & fews months
back, an unholy alliance of reactionary forces, stretehing
from Kadhafi, the “revolutionary nationalist”, through
Haile Salassie, the well-known “anti-imperialist”™ Emparcr,
ta the Sionist leadars of lesel now rejolees at the defeat of
thie P, coup and the coreolidation of Nemaine's Bonapar-
tist regime, Hassan and Hussain can breathe cnca more
thelr dernise i3 postponed a little longer—while Sadat nos
s a frae band to begin his own purge sgainst “crypto-
Cormmunists™ or “pro-Soviet" elaments of the state capita-
list niling cliqua in Eqypt

But thair joy will turn totears, for new resolutionary
organisations will spring wp & Sudan and throcghout the
frab world which, having lesrnt the lesons of past defeats,
will refuse o subordirate the class strougole o the zigrags
of Soviet foreign poliey, will reject the Stalinist nonsansa
abwout “national roets™ and Vnon-capitalist roads of
development™ which can lead only to disastor, and witl
liberate the Areb world fram the three-promped hydra of
Eiamgm, imprialism and Seak resction,

MMearwhile it iz urgently necasiary to campaign for the
relese of those Cormmunists languishing In Memelry's
dungeims, @l for =m endd to the epression in 5"#«"“-".
whikit continuing to expose Mosoow's treacharous dou ble-
dealing and pointing out the tregie cosdequences al Stali nist
Pogular Frantism,

Hands off the Sudanes Communists!
Long five the Arab Socialist Rewolition!
—A. Slansky

"lm this resp=ct it is intersstirg o note the Sncaraticn of Qeman
Haskim—Sudarsse Ambassadar ta Fraro —ar a press conlecanoes e
A i Paris an July 23rd

"Pe Fave excallanr <alarians with the LISSR, arid chess will
PRGN 657 a3 Close as in TR g,

"Be de nat think that (P Soviety fave intervened in the Sudar's
ormaitic alffaire

"The guesticn af frienddy relatians betwean the Brak coisiired
and the Soviet Union |s one thing, bur the gquestion of Comeraniss
imsids shie Srab oty & e anather, which i1 of exchusive



OTES FROM BENGAL

As internations] pressure is mounting diy by day for the
release of Bangla Desh’s militunt peasant beader , 92-vear-old
Maulana Abdul Hinud Khan Bhashani, who hos been hebd

i the custody of the Indiun suthonities ance kst A pril
{reported in fed Mole, August 1971 ) when he crosssd in e
Indin follawing the army crackdown in Bangla el

Indira Ghundi's povernment is Anding it difficult 1o suppres
the news of Bhashani’s amrest amy longer,

Mailina Bhesani, whe s reporlediy kept tn a secluded
heuse al a place 60 miles north of Caleatta, has nol Been
allowed to see any of his party officials or relations who
Tave travelled Lo Caleuttz in search of the BB:‘IQH Desh
lender Masibio Ralenan, the general accrorzry of the
Maulana's party, the Mational Awamd Party, bad followed
him te Indin some tirme ngo. Kahman wanled ke bave consals
tations cegardiog the comduct of strupgle inside Bangla Desh
Mot oaly was Rabman unable oo see hie chief, but it 5 nos
strongly fearsd thal the WA secrelary himeel] wag pul
under arrest by the lodion police for itlepaily entering
[ndia_

Calcutia’s popular fefli-wing Bengali language week |y
Lrgrmrn i its recent issue allegad thol & sinister plot had
been jodntly halched by the Indem government and a
section of Calenrta’s rightwing press to auppesss all news
concermie Maulany Bhashani's whereabouls, Mo indepen
dent correspondent or foreign observer hae so far suocecded
in mesring Mauwlara Blizshani.

fherpan suwsin its repore, “The left-wing leadess of West
Bengal have now openly accused the Indirn government of
harlcking dhe aged popular leader of Banegl Desh, Manlana
Bhashand, onder serest.”

“Asgood 25 Lhis ncousalion is made public,” the Beogali
weekly states, “tho two reactiotary Weast Bengal dailies-
Argrda Hadar Patrita gl indausifen Standord —iointly
pubtishied reporis of an exclusive inteesiow @tk the
Maulana,

Ly ey furt ber points oul, “The tvpe of infor matiap
ane logleally expecls from such an interview was nof in the
leasl availihle in those twe repors.”

The Calcutte weekly goes on to spy, “'Tt is widely
believed the o liole inlerview has been faked in conllahoration
with the police Lo deny the I:J'l.ﬁfl_-r h:l'n::-uE hil agiinst the
[adia government ™

According to this paper, “To add an aura of truthliulness
these reports were published under bogus by-lines as if the
intervicw had taken place somewhere in Bangha Desh.”

Darpars concluded by writing, “The day after the pubilica-
tion of the mock interview, Maulana Bhashani's son, Ahu
B aser, armives in Caloutta in search of his father. Abuo Maser
has told nur reporter that despite his repestad efforts he has
s0 Far failed to meel his facher.™

The Indira povernment has adopéed vt another betdo to
credles confusion antong Maolang Bhashani®s followers who
are now fiphting inside Bangls Desh. When all major beft-
wing partics of Bangla Desh have sucosssfully formed i
brogd-baged leadership to direct the present independence
sruggle unitedly, Alashbeni, the government-cont rolled
[mdizn radin, took to broad casting: slatements purporting
to have been from Maulina Bhpshani, deprecating gny mave
toswards collective keadership in the conduct of the n:ﬂcm
strogele. Thes strntagem of deception reflects the Indizn
hourgeolsée's desperation tn maintain the Awami Laague’s
single purty hold, which is tod ay visibhy 5,|j_E'|.“||_-|E aAway a8
Lhe war agsuies the nature of a protracied s-trug_gle.

THE RIFT IN THE AWAMI LEAGUE

In _Ca]-\.'ul tn's inforsnzd potitical clrcks rumour is rife that a
E[;:Ul Mmay ooeur soon between the East Hengnl Reslinen!
High Comrmand, the hasd core of e Liberation guerzillas,
whn have set before them the gonl of eomplats inde pendence
At whatgver cost, and the Provisional Government of Awa i
L"'-.u!"": D':'J-Itil-'ﬂ."‘r whir kave hiecn unEEy over Che frends of
e g i The b ol i vl
: Ppod Fakistant troops in bicter hattles
are grudually becoming serptical of the officiency of the
Awnnni League povernment,

A2 churges of corription aciinst sotne 1 ant
League leaders ace publicly -‘h:ﬂkur_ ey :‘E"—:':Il :'ilm"k:;u:m
ETCWLLE ressntiken| nzaingl fhem iz becoming commion, It is
alkeged thal List April a lorge sam of Pakistuni money (o the
tune of some 750 millicn rupecs was broughe by the Awaini
Leagers acroms the bordes inta lodia, In many coses a
sizeable portion of this money, insteil of being demoes ted
with o central cofter, is sl held by individuals who have
vigibly pegqudred a teace for che many luxurics that Calentia
affers to ite princely residente.

One less lucky relug=e from Deoca remarked, “We know
money Lalks, Bul din Caleotiait does med talk, it's screamimg.
The alleged culprits have chomsen for themselver expensive
abodes in Caleutta’s fashionable quarters and are seen
moving about in style. Crhvionaly These elements are causing
a great deal of emBamasment to the sincercst ond determined
in the camp, whe ame already hacd put jestifving theer rale
in che face of mounting cuticism, The leflowing wesk|y
Franrier, in one of its recent attacks on the Caleutiz-based
Awami League leaderahzg, said, “This being Uhe sitantion il
1& clear which direction the pobticul leadership of the
moverment will take in fature . As for The genllemen in
Caleutts and Mudtatagar, for all practical purposes they
seemy Lo buwe done their bic,™

The possible split between Lhe fightiag section and che
Awanii League leadership is lilkely to cecur over the Awanmi
League's rehuctance to broaden the present Hberation
straggle Lo inclhude other parties forming o erited fromi,
whereas the need foc expanding is feli more and more by
the East Bengnl Regiment sector commanders in (he balile
Figlds whin are hesinnine tnoraly hesale on canedinobed

ol thines, The Liberidion Force Field Commanil sses fhe
recenl puerritly swoops on Decce and Chirtagone as necessary
concomitzits for bronging Yaliea™s armw Lo ils Knees, This
shull in thinking by the militory leaders of Bd_r_“;l,; [azaly,
wliose aillegionce to Awami Leagoe asplrsticns so G wis
Vakan for grumicd by the gentlemen of the Provisional
Government. toward a T couperalion with of units fight-
ing ingisde Bangls Desh is bound to edd 2 thisd diswenson to
the strugale far liberation

[ che present silualion Indis will be unwilling to 1elease
Maulara Bhishoni who with his dyramic personmality ancd
militant backpround could provide the maliving point for the
militants rewiy Lo forsike @ moribund leadershin for s
hetier one.

—Khaled ¥ ousouf, writing
from Calewtta, 15.8.71,

INTRODOUCTION

The attiiute of The Waorkers Press towards fiie sfreree in
Bengal furs heswr quite clear they ave on the whole con-
eentrried on supoerieg the Awami Leaguie and projeciing
ity lewdery in Britsin fo the gxfent of totmifly ipmorimg the
revelufionery =i groupings, thir ovelution and the derelop-
swend of an NEF. So witen they Boost rghi-wirng A wan
Leaguers one ix moy serprised. B dn the good old cradition
af sunporting the rescrtionary Mesali Hady in the Algeréon
wr end apposing the FIVE.

Howevar, when the L5 proup does someihing simiiar
one wiiribeles thas more Fo (grorance: hae - or con-

soineesly farmuleted police. The inferview bre Steplicn
Marks wath Addel Mawesr (Socialist Worker, 37 July 7971
it an exoellent example of ta. Mannn 58 moloricws righ)-
wing A warni Leageeer, ard Ter Boost fim oy g wor kg ol
reilitayet inrerested in Building “larmed workers " prilirias "
exiremely irrczpossile, v pur i mildiy. We would nor
Hormelly raine these matters imowr colamng, but wher we
wrofe i @ brivl efer o Socialist Waorker powrtting ouf these
facts, o that I8 comrades in fouol wille Semgal wearkors
el ol covfiese them, ol letter way rot published. dxa
reslt we publich the piece below in order 1o dempstifv the
ity budlt by the Workiers Press and alis, zaclly, Socialist
Yorker.

(One day during che week before the Paklatan armiv's
crwekdown on Bangla Twesb on 250h Mareh 19917, the
workers of a mateh factory nesr Dacca were 85 usual busy
al Lhaeir work benches in tbe lote alernoon, Thess Taclory
wiorkers were active members of & left-wing labour

fromt, sramik Fedoration. H-:..' r-.i;g.‘nl [all potiarning villapers
spotted 8 dozen bodies floating among the flotsams in the
mukdy water of the Burlganga, the river that Mowed past
the factory shed. A geng of thugs, believed to be members
of the rival Sramik Lesgus, Awami Leapue’s shocE-brlgads,
had gained entey into the fuetory in deviight and 3ol opon
Uhe unarmied workerewith knives and iron rods.

Thiz was presumably the part of Sramik League’s cactic
to cope with the unw ling industrial workers and corh Lhe
Influenes of the counkry's important tende unfon, When the
thugs left the bloody scene, plready 23 men were dead and
another half & dozen kldnapped as bostages. The whole
Incident oecurred when Bengla Desh was pasing through
the much-feralded “non-violent™ movement launched by
the Awami Leagus to protest againat Yahya's machinations

AN

ABDUL MANN

Except for a brief mention in che loosl press, the news of
lbe murders was carefully suppressad.

Al chat thowe cthe Awaml Langue's industrial front,
Hramik Lesgue, was led by Abdul Mannan and his cronles,
whe believer In thy peapel of the big stick to kéep the
restive workers in order. Mannan's men wete part iewelarly
acthve At Adamjeenapar, Lhe world’s biggest centre of juce
induscry, and at Tejgaon o the outskirts of Deeen, where
exhorcatinn mbeed with warning of dive consequerces wias
skilfully uzsed to persusde the workers Lo soin Lhe League,
Mr. Mlantan’s ascendemcy {0 his party hievarchy was Targely
due to his mastery in'the role of 8 “Communis-boiter™, His
antl-Cormmuoalat acclvities made him extremely popular with
the employers of Daces and Yaravangani, To them he wos
the genuine defender of free enterpeize. In 1970, over
hurctred Bengali workers worn shol. down by the Bengali
police and in retulintion a4 Bengali police superintendant was
killed at the hands of the enraged workers ab Ehvampur, an
[koes-Naravangan) highway. This was the resilt of a dispale
when its Bengali owners tried unluwiully 4o remove some
miaching-pares from a factory which was under lockoue fee
sorpe Lime, Mannan's sympathy weat with the Bengall mill-
owner, who whs reportedly & stalwart of the Awami League,
Bhuit, for the workers who died st Shrompor, fbe lesson
caime too lae that the Bengali-capltallst “brother' was no
betler Hen Lhe hated West Pakistuni mill-ovaer,

By eariy 1970 Awami League, with ita avowed petiy-
bourgeals Ideology, found it inenpable of lending Baopla
Daesh's TRO000 industoal worbers in the forcheombng
it e | ebeelions e Achilles beal wos its lnbowr font, Esst
Bengal's comparatively small labour foree was already dls-
aathafleed witls the Pakistan Governmenl far i repressive
laws and police actions. Up and down the country, bad
working conditions in the factorles, subsistanoy vl wapas,
denial of fundamental rights of trade unions, wide and
urhiteary powers of the emplyyvers, made the angry workers
ready for radical sclions, Class antagonism of workers of
Ehulng snd Chittagong jute milk led to the violent labsur
umnrest of 1969-T0, beufally pul down by the police.

But one facl in the whole industrial panovama which was
tnken advantage of by the Awarnl Leagoe was thal over
90%% of Bangla Desh’s privale entorprises were controlled by
Wit Pakiston capital. Awami League used this to defuss
ihe ciass struggle by stressing thal once the non-Bengali
caplialists were uprooted, all the workers' problems wonld
It cvar—Lhe implication being that Bengall capitalists would
il Be as oppressive. The lszoe whether Uhe Hensnl boue-
peadsie will be-a bunch of geod bovs mav be settled later,
thie workers wers Lold 2t pre-election mass eallies organised
by Awarni Longue, Awami League’s electoral victory indi-
caled the weakness of the left-wing lebour fronts who felled
Lo offer any viable alternalives in order to channelkss mili-
tancy of the Indusirial proletariat into & revolutionary
(R RN iR

Haowever, the subsequent events leading to the Pakistan
army attack on Bungla Desh proved the inadequocy of
Awnmi Leapee leaderahlp. Mr, Mannan ond his Ueutenants
promptis forsook the workers ingide Bangla Desh o flee ta
Inddia where his old patroens wer willing ond resdy to prm.
mote him to the rank of “emissary™ and send him off to
Europe to build up Awaml Leagues image a2 “'the saviour
of the probecariat of Banpla Desh™,

Mr. Munnan iz reportedly now visiting Britain, convenls
enlly passing himsoll off as a “left leaning roveodulionary
activist",

ey,



CEYLON: The repression is '

The reprastion in Ceylon is by no means over,
despite the lack of publicity in the unfres prass.
The Ceylonasa press itself has been totally silenced
by the tight press censorship; the opposition parties,
the UNP and the Federal Party' are in full aggree-
mant with governmant policy which is today
decided by Madame “Butcher” Bandaranaike, her
nephew?’ and the heads of the Armed Forces. |1
fact the situation taday is even more dangerous
than tha first wave of repression that was unleashed
in the first week of March and which led the JVP
to launch a counteroffensive, Taday the repression
is slow, systematic and coldly brutal, Efforts are
miade to widen the net. Mot only JYP membears
and sympathisers, but also all political and trade
union militants are being arrested and intimated.

It was not very long ago that a leading revolutionary
from the plantation sactor was arrested and tort-
ured; the police unsuccessfully tried to obtain 2
false confession from him?, The emergency re-
qulations precluds any form of trade-union or
palitical activity. Any working class struggle has

10 be extremely carefully organised becauss it is
illegal from the very beginning,

REPRESS|ION HAS BEEN COUNTER-
PRODUCTIVE

The repression has been extremely countar-prodoctive,
The atrocities comm itted by the Arnny and tha police -
murder of IVP suspects, rape and othar saxual artacks on
hundreds of women VP members, burning of housas,
indlscrirminate amault on villagers, etc - has been onoa

sesla unknown and unheard of in Cavlon since the brutal
miassacre in Kedy in 1848 be the British, The government
is well awere of the fact that today the masees hate Mrs
Bandaransika and hor govarnment. That is why the Juna
elections have been postponed.

Ohur anelyses of events in Ceylan | The Aed Mole, Vol 2
Me 8, 24 Apeil 8 Masy '71) except for a few detalls®, has
baen confirmed. 1t is unlikely that the bourgeoisie would
rastore demnaratic rights in the forasesabde future. Thee
s raetzy g 4 E00 poltical prisaners i g ially oo
gericied concentration camps Whan this correspondent
intarviewad those who bad bean released, all of them
referred to the appalling conditions — bad sanitation, over
crowding, bad food, police tarror, ete. The govermment
continues to refuse 1o release the names of the prisoners
and thus tha danger of many of tham being executed iy
argal one. And et all 14600 cannot ba liguidated,

Thair marala hes not | o broken. Confirmation of this
came in & recent hunger strike at one of the camps and
the heckling of a visiting Minister. The government knows
full well that thess militants cannot be “rahabiliated” {i.e.
baught cuth, |f emergency regulations are revaked the
regime will be foreed o relesse them. But "But char™
Sancaranaika also knows that any let-upoin the emergency
wiauld inavitably lead to a movement that will ultimately
toppla her government, But in any case the bourgeoisie
hag nat pehieved its goal. The represion af thie JYP was a
means 1 &y end, e ered being the imposition of certain
ecanamic burdens of the working class. This has not yet
beur achisved®. They are debating whother to cut the  rice
ration or remove subsidies on one measure® of rice ete,
This is why the boungeaisie cannot afford to restore
democratie righis,

THE ARMY//POLICE AMBITIONS
There is anather very significant development. Tha police
and the Arroey have tasted unbridled powser; they have
anjoyed special privitegas. The Chiefs of the Armed Foroas
know that at least for four weeks the political lesdars
wiara solely dapandant on the Srmy. A3 the mass discon-
tont begins to expras sl o furthar righteard drift
cannot be reled out, particelarly whaen the atrocities and
bstinl behaviour of the Army and police comeas oo light
and begsl officers come under pressure to instituta lagal
proceedings. One incident will suffica to explein this.
Cine of the leading J¥P cornrades, 8 waman in her
terantias, was raped by an Srmy colonel, paraded nekad
in the main street and subsequently shot. This incidant
cripatad uneest even amongst the army and the Colonel
was arrested. Other such incidents” have led ta 2 conflice
DBetw'enn seotions of the stete burssucracy and judiciary
and tha heads of the Armmed Forces, who wish to gat rid
af the ineanvenienl legal regulations which meke the armed
foreas liable to prosscution. Tha possibility of soma sort
of military teke-over cennot totally be ruled out in the
future.

RESTORE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

In These conditiens the demand for the restoration of
dermocratic rights becomes an important trensiticnal
demand because the bourgenisia cannot aceede 1o it
withaout endangering its owm stability, The only means
of ansuring the red toration of democratic rights and
farestalling & further rightward drift would be the deve
leprnent of the mass moverent, althaugh 1t remain an
extramody difficwlt tesk given the present conditions.

In our previous article we did not reise many criti
cisims of the JVP bacause the main ermphagis ot that stage

was o total solidarity with the JVP- comrades under atzack .
Today, however, it is nucessary 1o draw atiention to same
serdous political arrors. [ the first place thair fallure 10
muobilisa the maases, When they were under attack they
resigted militarily without ey political campalgn divee wed
at the messes. This weas suicidal as it gave the bourgaoisie
the initiative, Thay had no concept of mass mobilisation,
secondly & congidersbile number were influenced by
Macism and were misled by Maoist thetoric into wisualising
sociel transformations purely as a mifltary question, (A
cruda interpretation of “Powar grows out of the barml

of aGun™ led them to underestimate the role of the
massesl. Of course the support given to the Bandarsnaike
fegirne by the Chiness bureaucracy has made marny JWP
militants undarstand its counterrevolutionary nature and
the process of differentistion continues to take plece, Wl
later make a mare det#led critique and balance-sheat of tha
JYP but no one should underestimats the trarendows
impact of thair heroic resistance. By thelr Bravery they
hinve damonstrated to the mases the hypocrisy of the
Stalimists and the reformists; they have unmagoad tha
miystifying force of bourgeois democracy and above all,
they have dermonstratad that the strugale for sccialism is

A stneqale for state pover,

A% internationalists wa must call tor the roleass of
political prisoners, publicise thy plight of the JVP comrades,
call for the immediata restoration of demooratio rights
and a public enguiry into Army and police atroclties,

‘Wa should also keep apen aneve for ey representatives
of the Cevlon regime visiting Western Eurape,

NOTES

I. Fedoral party is the party of the Tami! boirgeoisie,

2. Tia naphew i Fellx “Hangmen " Bardlaranaike who
Iz persanally directing the répvession.

3. Th police wanted #he comrads to conless shat the
LESP (R, the Covlon Section of the Fourth intermational
and s organization was involved i the upvisime

4. The Red Mole arkicle refarred 10 the Ulnited Erant
fgtween the JVFP, LEEP 8 and ¥Y5F. There was mo
perfitanen t United Frond. They corme togather on
SECTie FEaLes

5 The numibdr of prisomars was confivrmed by Bandsranalks
1T T

& The govermment las 5o far raised bus faves, But the
major proposals for cutting the res subsidy, pruning
social sariioe ax panid fure hag nat ver heen implamen fed

7. One rgasere /5 equivalent fo 2 s

What it is and how to to fight it
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OBITUARIES:

Saghir Ahmad-pakistani militant

Following Yohya Khan's invasion of East Pakis n
March 25th, a small number of West Pokistani micllectusts
lving in Morih Americn publicly condemned the brutal
masaicres. Prominent among them were Saghir and Egbal
Ahmad (brothers), Feroz Alimed. und Ajjaz Ahmad. all
univerdly teachers and writers. These men wools an open
Petter to their gosernment and arficles on Bangla Desh,
braving possible reprisals. Together with socilie Triemd-
Pakistan _ they tried 1o inform Morth Amerziny
fiditisnns of the prople and the charicier of the
cowl tending foroes in Bangls Desh
Saghir Ahmad’s nccideninl death by drowning in Norih
ver, Biribsh Columbia, on July Tth, iz s serious loss
fo the Pakistani and Canadion socialist movernents and the
anti-war movement i Morth America, &t 36, he wasy neiring
the height of his inteflectuul powers and his enpacity for
political work. A sociologise amd anthropologist, he wrote on
class strielure and class strogebe in West Pakdstim, on the
Thupges {pocrrilis rebel) movement in North India in the
nineleenth century. and on impetialism, underdevelopment
and revolutionary siruggle in South ond Soueh-Eost Asia,
At the time aof his death he wos 0 co-editer of &
¢ and was about to sisit s
st o :
Sughdr’s inte { 3 ! 3l war
seli and with his colonial envirenment,
el uman wha, kindly, tolevant und truthful, is trying to
disvort aothing and to give ench fellow human Bis dee, As s
doctoral student in America in the carly 1960x, and for o
short time in London, he necessarily became stceped in the

various social science theories and me thods being tanght in
the imperialist nations. Diligently. be thed o apply and fent
these conce s and scime of his earfier work has 2 kand of
ridity. Wil his dota. his earfier Marxist insighis, his
B '-'-.'. h v sciety amd his ¢ i o LoF Buiman
actrines are inadequate
ol U lsem are permiciois
i Baghir foeund among the peasants and
received from his own family, guided him in the many set-
fings threagh which he moved or into which he was bounded
Wherever he lived Saghir moved people by his [ O e

humanity. ¥When happy among friends or engaged in colbe

stun, he revted himself in eoch bocal situation, making the
sutferings of its people bis suffering, and their struggles for
justece his own

Twa recent examples ilustrate conflicts indwced in
Saghir by struggles going an in his environment, and the

our with which he surmounted them. In September

9. alter being compelled to leave the United States md
after resesrching for a vear in Canada without an teaching
appointment, Saghir core {0 teach at the Simon Froser

‘miversity. On the way, he heard that a second elder

brother had died ssddenly i Pakidan. leaving 10 Saghir
and Eqlal the muintenunce of & number of relatives. When
tee renched Simon Fraser, Saghir feund & majority «f
students and faculty in his department abssot to go o
atrike against m purge of radical teachers and the abolition of
a democratic departmend concerned with critical and
¢ xpreerimenial teaching ¢ of his acgusintances were on
ot sides of the conflict and “comprimise paths™ were
being talked of. After o bricf inner struggle and consuliation
with his brother, Soghir chose to strike. risking his silary
andd the chance to teach thar he s much wanted, In the
cvent, e was suspended from teaching along with seven of
his colleagues, and wenl through two vears of harasament
end delzyed dismisal proceedings. He was finally arbitrarily
fired, witheut due process. on June 23cd, and leoked forward
fo o new oppointment a1 Trent Liniversity in Peterborouglh

Although farbidden to teach, Saghir spent the last two
vears guiding and befriending students, researching on
Pakistan, and bosying himsell with the struggles of British
Columbian workers, onemployed people. Qoebecois, the
anti-war movement in Canada, gnd most recently, of Bangla
Desh. His Iz e “trp wos i o i T
i Hritish Columbia w ce-fight oceurred be T
while and Skl workers. Along with [rends, Saghir Brvesti.
gated the dispute for the Cecrgn 5 , the Vancouver
undergroimd newspaper. fogether with Anne Roberts, who
shared his work and companionship for the past five vears,

Yer “mvestigate” ix not the word, for Saghir entered at once
i the joys and Fears of the Sikh community, revelled in
their affection, amd with difficulty tore himself pway, In
EVOrY where fe Hved, he is mourped by dozens wlo
boved hiem.

A weand and graver fest of Saghir's integrity was Bangls
Ihsh. Snghir was o West Pakistani who had grown wpin o
peried of intense wationalism, and e wis living precariously
in Morth America. Many of his kin had moved from Bihar
to East Pakistan, As Urdw speakers of high status, they
served the povernment in Islamabad. Saghie believed some
uf them to have been killed in distierbances thai followed
Yahya Khan's relusal to implement the election results in
East Pahistun, Saghir also deeply admired the government
of China, which. however, was continuing its support of
Islamabad. Yet when the invision come, he immediately
disregarded | hese complications. recognised fascism, and
oppesed it. Instead of abdicating into pasive sbservation
from a distance, he exerted himsell in the midst of his own
troubles, leafletting, speaking, writing, fund-raising, and
travelling, for the people of Bangla Thesh,

Saphir ‘s life wa by linked with that of his elder
brother, Eqhal, wha, with seven other defendunts in the
Harrisburg Conspiracy Case. faces trial on inane charges of
conspiracy agamst the povernment of the United Stotes. [t
is pbvious to all who kaow him that these charges are
persecution for Eqbol's legitimate but farthright opposition
tio the war in Victnam. From their CRHTUPLInG, co-toptationl
stuations in North American universities. both thes
brothers came forth and fulfilled the responsibilities of
revelufionary intellectuals, Their conduct recalls a staiement
by a North Vietnamese delegate to a Vancouver conference
which Saghir had recently helped sponsor. “Cadres must
make the people love them. They must be the first to
merifice. and the last 1o pel rewnrds.™

Mow Saghir b departed. Oilsers must take his plice

- Kathleen Gough,

Vancouver, B.C,
July 1971

Comrade Luiz Eduardo Merlino Murdered

Militnry dicratorship, the lool that defends capitlis
exploitation and impedalisl dominatéon in Bragil, haa
just commilted another crime: the musder of Luix
Fduardo Merfing, conrsdse “Mivolan™, & jourralist and
revor i bmary millfamd, who was o member of the
Fourth Intermational. This crime adds to che long Lag
of muerders and tortures that sre the common Tate of
anyome who relses their voive auainst the polises of
the dic atarhip.

Commde Luiz Edaardo Merlion was armested in San
Poulo Bat 151h July by army men of Operaticn

Bandit (ODAM: specizlists in “hunfing" revolulionares)

(kn the 2 lat his corpse was retuwmed do his Family. He
e refused Lo give information to the regime and =
i Yeen mvgely tortured antil e disd.
Luiz Eduanie da Kocha Merling waa 23 viera o,

He was Bien on 18¢h Octaber 1947 b Santos (Sao
Fauly slate]. Before the milltasy coup of 1964, he had
Laken part in the acdivities of the Popuelar Contes for
Culture FCFCY at Spntos; his was an orgasisation hed
by the Mational Lnkm of Students (UNEL which was
ome of the channels through wikch the rerslationaries
wiorked o politiciss seciors of the population. From
PI6S he went t0 S0 Paubo and worked in foumaliam
First of all an e de Tarde (0 Estado de San
Panln] from 196566, then on Folho do Tarde from
196768 aml Fnolly on Jorme! do Saedo from 196970,
Lidz Eduanbe Merlino ook an accive pact dn all the
amwanblies and stnageles of his professon, such as the
demunstration against the orvest of journalists wiicl
ook plre in front of the military tribenal of Sao
Faudo Inn April 1968, or the protest movenients apaing
ihe: pasaimg of the Institwtional dct Yoo 5 of Decsmber
EY6E. In this laat action be led the ateibe of the Fodba
i Terde jouarnalistia In 1967 he was the inspirer of the
wiegkhy papor Arnd, wikleh wax published by tlie
stoong stident aseociation ol the San Pailn Univeraily
Arts Faculty. This paper, which was sappressed afer n
feve issues, was not 3 stwdent popEst Bul a pewshoni
ofiemtated to workers Paraliel 1o s journalism, Lz
Eduarda Myrline spent o bat of time wiwklitg in the
sisdent miwvement, eapicially im the student sireng
hold of the Arcs Faculty of Sso Pauks University,
where be lod the sceupstion during the riss in ihe
mass studenl movement in 1968 As s member of the

Fxecotive Conumifiee of the Sao Faule Stoce Sindents
Unidn [ibe clandestine 1TEE Y led by Jose Dirceu, ba
gidended the Thims Conference of the National Union
of Studente {UNE) in 1968, He ko worked an Orapsie
friforma, the organ of the student ag sociation at dbe
Arix Foculty of Sao Paubs Undversity,

Im I %68 bi: jodned the Conuinist Workers Party
[PORC, wihierd B was known - by the podonym of
"Micalu™, He firsd worked in the student sector of
ihis crganisafion where he played an linpostand ole
during the nefions agaimst Bockefeller's visit in 194649,
From the seeend fecm of that year he was in the Sao
Puulo regiodal ladecship of the POC, Afier Decambec
1969 be orgamised and ked one of the isd ustrial bages
oF the arganisation, in the lsdustrial zone of Sao
Faulo stake known a5 ABC {a trimngle Tormed by the
lerwens of 5. Andre, 8, Bornardo and 5. Caetana),

Comrade Nicolaw was to be one of the leadersof
e upposition to the tradifional kadership of te
POC in ehe: infermal stosggle of 1997l He Foughi
ugzinst the hediage of propagandizn snd opportunistic
cenfosm that was charscterlstic of the POC and the
PRLCH whiich it bnd ariginaied from. T was duting
Lhis fight that he joined the Fourth Inrersstional. His
caparionce in the mass student mavement amd the
workers' movement enabled Iim to contribude i &n
impaciant way o die elaboration of 3 pEolicy in U
fizld of tactics and arganistion tai feoed the
Beacilin workers' movenmseni, a Teld in which i
POC had Fadled, Along with comrades of the F.OL e
centrid the debate thar he bed wiihin the POC oround
[iwe theses concerniing revolulionany war, the
Brazilion workers” maeeement, the o uesiion of the
vanguand drganismtion in fhe present comditions in
Brazid, an oralysls of Qe revolutionary ki and the
tactic of afliances ihat Fawed from It and Lally on
the: analy sis of the international communist movensent
arl the building of fhe Bevelationary Tnbernaticnal
Thes thesea changed considernbly the concepis that
were acgeplied tll then in the PO,

H# revenily speni & fow months i Framee and was
preseni og an olgerer al the second Congress of the
Frengh section of the Faarch Intermational, held in
Rt in May 1971,

The Drazilian dictatorship dovoted geeal efforis te
capfuring comrade Mieolsi and savagely murdered him
after his nevest by Sao Pauk, Mercenory scum hive
Eillod a poditical cadre whose gualities of courage,
cambaliviiy, devolion to the natlenal and sovial ibers:
1s0m O hig vountry and the socislisl cause, they were
right 10 Fear. All those who Knew o him, even his
palitical sppanents, recopnised these gualitics, o
essentinl in ander (o carry sul revolutienary simggde
in the difficull conditions of Brazil today. Fe chearhy
s (b endrmous problems that had oo be owereome.
They caused him to sy thal e stroggle of revalutio-
nury Marsist mititants in the present conjuneture in
Brasil wenl against the curremt, However, this made
him even mare dedermined and Firm in tha vlews e
held

T Brazilian pevelution has st an irreploceabds
fighter, The Fourth International has bost a mitidant
whnr symibealises afl dhat i best in the new peneration
of miltants who bave come to Trolskyism during the
time of the intenatienal upearge in revoludion opened
up by the victories of e Cuban and Indo-Chiness
revobul ks,

Hiwwever, the gorllag of (e Braxilian military
dictatorsilp womld be wiser not oo rejoles abow! dhis
Rateat exphoit of Fascist-type repression hat Dey have
fef up in the cowntry. Even il ceacdian has gained &
few puinis in ita Lavaair for the moment in Brazil, the
ruling class and imperialism are Faced wilh a threat
that resches bepond the preseit Borders and whoss
exlenl covers the continend. This threat of the Latin
Aunerican revalutlon, the enticapltalist and ant-
imperBlist stnaggle, of alf the people of Latin Americ
poses a serinue chalange o Latin Amerlcan cesction.
Today a contageeus Fighter hns fallen, Bul he will
hecome ibe banner far his sicoessor snid those s
Tadlinw his example.

We will show our faith in Commde Luiz Pdoardo
Merting by continuing his sirgple until victory.

LONG LIYE THE LATIN AMERICAN REVOLUTION!
LOANG LIVE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL?

Augrust F971 &, Plrhelo




70,000 WORKERS DEMOMNSTRATE

The most important recent event was the massive
demonstration in Glasgow on Wednesday August

1 8th, involving at least 70,000 warkers. Once again,
as with the June 23rd demao, the organisation by
essentially with the shop stewards, and it was the
network of contacts established by the LICH
stewards with rank and file leaders in other sections
of industry which enabled them to build a demon-
strition nearly twice the size of the previoes one.

A vary noticeable Fanture of the secord demmanstoiom
was the lacme increass in the number of bannars from drcas
outgide the West of Searliad: E-.‘lnlhln'gh, the Fife ind
Lethian coalficlds, Dundes and from numersus arcis of
England stretehing dmein as T as Nawhawen. For some
tinnie it has been clear thal wide layers of the working class
in this srea have regarded the UCS srrogels ag @ crueial test
af the Tory geviernment’s ability (o imposs their anii-
working cluss policies, and therefore glag of the ahility of
the class itsalf to fight hack. Every worker in the Clyds
Yalley as fell the potantial draughi of redundancy as he
lns obis=rved eventsin the vards, The wide support for
Wednesday's demonstration and the donations to the
ﬂgf‘l.l:i.r!g fund flonding in Tronyall over the couniry, show
thar this lemoa s now parealating (o the consciousnoss of
the mosl advanced workers all over Britain.

Further evidence for this is provided by what las been
ane of fie most important sepercussons of svents in UGS,
Namely, that szarions of the working class in ather s of
the countre are bepnning totake up the methods of
strugple wsed in VCS The idea of factlory occupation as a
Bt in oppugilion (o redundaneias T been put forwird
in: such widely spread places as the River Don Steelworks,
Eotheram, GEC-EE, Withzm, Esse and Plessey, Alexansdrii,
In the fulure il is clear that the example of UCS will serve as
an mEpiration for more atlempts of this kind. In this way
todig=forgoten tactic of tha working clas has been rehabi-
litated through the exampla of action.

A danpercas Feature of Wednesday™ damonstration s
the prosepes of alarpe number of leaders of the Lobour z2nd
Trade Thiioe movement, oppos fenisbically jumping on the
bandwagon, Having seen the dimensions of this strepgle and
the axfent o which i has capght the irmagination of the
working class, they coalise that to full toidentify with i, in
howeever token a fashinn, would bo ro considernbly dim
their owm coreer prospacis. The dangers inherent in such
people being allowed 1o take over lepdership of the movs
meal are most cleacly shown by the TUC plan, produced by
Feather on the eve of the demonstration, to set up a Chyde-
side Development Authority. Such plans for founding wet
ancther comimission of trads union Meeeawcrats and indiste
ahisis have o Gamiliar g for the Scoltish working cliss whi
hirve seen numerous such “high-poweted ™ outfits over the
wears tolally tail to halt the e in unemploymeant to its
present overall level of 6.3% or the steadw emigration rafe
of more than 0,000 annuatly, The real implications of the
exereise arc to be szen in Feather's statement that pav-cfls
in L'CS should be hebd up white consdenasion i grven fo Hre
TEAC plaws, T ofber words the TUC leaders are preparcd to
see the rundown of the vards penceed after a decent inter-
wal during which il would be hoped to dampen down the
dymamic of the strusple.

REID/AIRLIE AND THE ROLE OF MR, KELLY

Yet anather diversion has been created b a Mr. Eally, szl
made milfionaire and owner of a repuredly highly sucoessiul
small shipyard i Dublin, For o few days now the papers
hawe Been Ul of storiss, including one of & drmatic fight
by stewards® leadars, Beid and Airbe, fo the Islo of Islay
whore Kelly iz on holisday, The precise outcome of these
neganiatioms is likely to be knceen by the lime this appears,
but this much can ke zaid ar preseni;:

L. Kelly has indicaied that he iz opposed to the Ywork in™
and lie would demand full contral of the labour force,
Although this hag nat been spell oul it is absolutely len
thul this includes the righl to sack workers.

2. Whilz he has indicated his interast in taking over the
Govan vard and the Linthouse fabrieation division and is
prepared 1o discuse plans for Cledebank, Kelly has made ao
rention uf the Seotetown division (scheduled ta eloge by
the end of the year under the Liguidator's plans).

3. Kelly has mentioned the sum of £1 million as being the
kind of money he could pump into the yards, This would
only pay the wages for four weeks! As polated out in pre-
Vo articles in The Bedf Mole, the cost of bringing the
LClhedebank yird alone wp to the samdards of it moas

advancad compalilors couldl susily be 40 or 50 times that
Tiguire,

4. Eelly isinsistent that he cunnot proceed withaut govern-
mien | fmancial backing. Yet ureent talkcs held in Glismow
mmmediately after the demonstrition b Sir John Eden
Minizizr for Tndustoy, broke down on precisely the point of
the oovernment's unwillinenes 1o szonly any more monou

all 8,500 UCS workers shoold be dispmissed. 11 is necissary
ter be absolulely clear that any such compromize sauld
represent 2 complete selioul of the shipyard workers and
ihe effesiive end o their present stand. Unforbeoately, the
prossures For the stowards 10 make sush an sccommadation
will ipevitahly imcresse the lonper the strugels conlinues.

The Red Mole kas alread y analyzed the implications of
the present tactics in some detadl] inils Clydesida broad-
sheers. Ag thizarticlz ia being written the fest of the
wirikers made redundant by order of the Liquidator witl be
repatbing for wark az usual af the Clydebank Divisian, Ot
of the Fol sacked anfy a few hise woluntegred toaccept the
posifion: the vast majority will continue Lo wosk and be
paid out af the fighting fund. What these workers and the
humdreds more dus toreceise their books in the nexe few
wieks will in fuct be doing, 5 donueting theic labour to the
bogies free of charge while themselves being supparted by
other sectitns of the working closs, This admirable arrage-
ment from the point of view of the vard owners and their
areditors i made even more altroctive by the professed wim
of the stewards to enaure the most rapid possible producticn
of the ||:-r|'|:'|1r|1r|E :-.||1p:~\. i 1he :5I-:i,:ks .ir||.‘| |::||-1'r|hi_|| Ay 5i.I_.'IIE
of “slacking’ amongst the workers, Thus what hag evalved
aut of the pressnl e lics being followed 15 that the work
foree of UCS = teing partially supported by other workers
i frunlic efforl lo work themselwes out of a job. This is
Lhe grim result of the tactics of the CP throughout the
atrugnle.

The controdictions in this situation are already being
exploiied hy the bourgeois press, An articke has appearcd
on the subject of a hurband and wife working at Clydebank
who will reezive a total of £50 wiekly oul of the fizhting
Tund if their currenl wages are pail when they are declazed
redunidant, Chiite clearly this was nac pin ed oel of some
abstract coneern for injustice. Ts purposs is to divide the
working class and particuiarly to roise questions inthe
minds of those like the £12 2 week labaurers in the
Glasgow Corporation Direct Labour Department whi have,
m pommon with 1 thewr work mates, agreed to pay S0
por weak o the LS fund.

C.P."S OBSESSION WITH “RESPECTABILITY”
PAVES THE WAY TO DEFEAT

The stratepy of Reid, Airlie and the other stewards laaders
is hased upen the theory that the UCS warkers will win a
“reapectoble” jim through their continued hard, disziplin-
ed work, and that this will comvines the government of the
justize of their cawe,  Buch a policy is fundumentally mis-
tiken and can only lead in the tong term o defeal, Fur the
strategy which is elearly evalving on the part of the povern-

.ent and their collaboniiors is Becoming cleir. They will
eontinwe o artampt 1o buy off the stewards with compromiss
plans of one Kind aranotler, but for the mea haing, they will
not be over-wornad i these are suceesstul or not; for they
reatise very clentby that the [onper the strugie poes oo, the
wiaker will ke the position ot the UCS workers, both in terms
af their cwn morale and, gquite possibly, of oolsde sopport.
Far these reasons inis the duty of esery militant to gy 1o
counteract this slratery By campaigning for:

1. Mainlenancs: pnd extension of support for the UCS workers

L. An extenson of this suppoct beyond Ginanes und demuonste
tions into militant action which hita againgt their own
einployers alse - Token ar preferably moe prokonped strikes
culmingling if pessible in o peneral sirike . occupations in
solidarity with the UCS workers ota.

Simee the sovernment s quite prepured Lo sce the work-in
continue for the foresecable future, an condition it remaing on
its prosent basic, it ia clear that the UCS workers themselvas s
confronted orith the tadk of hringing the strupgle 10 a head.
What i demanded in the yards themselves is 8 reversal of the
present pagsive policies of co-operution with the mansgement
the trassformation of the “work-in"' into 8 -=i;4@r'\mmwtﬂ
eomlinued oocupation of the yards along with a refsal to proce
with wiork in hand until they e Mully racion alised under work!
contral with the prearanies of emplovmant tor the oneive laboy
lores,

—Tony Southall,

writing from Giasgow, 23.8.71




“T'm o longer a Sociolise™
-LORD ROBENS

The former chaieman of the National Coal
Bagrd —now chairman of Vickers—made this
truly startling revelation in a TV interview to
be broadeast on Seplember [3th.

He also gave us his dafinition of o Socialist:
“A Bocialist is o person who befieves that (he
Siate should cown the whoke of the means of
production, distrbution and exchanga.™ Robens
is Of course referrine to the capdlulist state.

And the working class., !

Thii wretehed ermund-bov for the huoergeaisiz
has o cipocity to sse hevond the confines of
Ihe capitalise mode of production. Hence his
uropian dream of burcaueratic vwnership of the
reans of prodiction.

What he culls “socialism™ is nuthing moie
thim stafe management of capitalism or “Great
Botain Lid.™

For him the cliss strumalz was soame kind of
giginthe misunderstanding which “socisism™
would somehow smooth over,

Fuor us socialism in advanced caplialist
countries is the kind of sockety which will emerge
anly after capleatism has beew iverthrawn hy
the working class seizing state power and taking
ovet the vwnership of all the means of produc-
ten and disteibution in order to rm them them-
selves in their own interests,

This necessitates a thorough struggle agains
the capitalist clazm to destroy the lasr vestige of
lheir political power, znd @il mvolve the
destrugtion of the enlire bourgenis stale machine
und its replacemant by workers conngils and
other Forms of real workers' democracy

The reank of this sorugale for power by (he
working class—a strupgle which inevitably has
international proportions—will be 3 new society
in which there will be no “owners”, no boases,

CANTERBURY TALES FROM THE UNFREE
PRESS

O 3ed August 1971, the Kent Herald, g T
of no (ixed repute printed an sttack on the
Canterbury Spartacus League by 1 hack who

eferved Lo remaln unknown and signed himsaelr

ingenes. To glve an impression of the briltiant
reparting skills of trainee hoek jourmalists we
print a few sentences from the article:

" Parents of schoolohl ldren Bving in Canter.
bury would be well advised o look aut for Lhe
Aclivities of an organisation called the Spartacus

.| Society.” Aparl from the fact thal the SL |8 nod

& "Society”™ It is neither “'an anarchist bogd v
s our il-lnformed hack seems to imply. To
quote him aguin: " [ would seriously warn
perents not to altow their children of this ;
tovmix with such self-confossed anarchists and
self-styte Fourth Revolutionayies, "

Meedless to any no SL tmember has sver
ranfessed Lo beéing an anarchist (1 bope so—Ed, )
but what the hack does not explain is what
precisely a Fourth Revolutionary is meant to
bee. What this small ineldent reveals, ofcourss,
is the abysmal level of lumpen-bourgeois
journalism in the provinces, The fact that
iournalists have o enm their lkeep by writing
Bullshit of this sort is in itseIf a terdble ndice-
el of the svsien that emplors chem,

AS fopression mounts in Britain, one of the
areas which the bourgesise will be kean to
protect from "alien" ideologies is the schasls
and any revolulionary activity eonnected with
schools will be dealt with severely. This implias
thit we ahould, ot leasy, be prapared for whal
Lhe bourpenisie and ils agencies mete oul

WHOSE ARSE...?

Whei the Twelfth Congress of che Russian
Cornmsmist Parcy us_a-enel:l, the curmour CAT pai g
about Trotsky's “Honspaztizm™ was in full
sweng The numerous public actdbices o
Teotsky that marked the beginning of the Con-
gress added heel to the fice, Early in the mestings,
an altercation hetween Radek and Klimenry
Vorashiloy (2 Salin supporter, who as a military
min may have felt particularly imperilied by
Bomaparrian | cevealsd how stoained relations
had become.

Vorashilov was in the chairmais's SEAL, F"-'Hﬁid-
i vt i session, when Trotky walked into
the chamber, followed by fadek. Voroshilow
certainly anght to have knosm beter chan
trade verbal barbs wich Hadek, un acknosledged
master of the are, Arrempting a pan on Trotskr's
firse mame, Lev, the Russian wesd for ko,
Varoshilow called our: “Well, hars comes the
lion —fallowed by hiz e2il Radek recaliared

[ with o terrent of abuse. and ended: 1o che final

amalyeis, | would much profer to be the Hon's
tail than Stalin's wsel"”

Extracted from Karl Radek: The Last Toter
nationslist— Warrom £ ermer, pakb. Stanford
Lintreratiy Pregs,

e S P s e
. S ol = rT .

The last issue of The Red Mole declaring
its support for the IRA against British
‘imperialism has annoved sundry fuzz
Orangemen up and down the country. In
Edinburgh comrades salling the

were physically attacked by the

thugs and in Leeds, Sheffield, Oxford
and London the police have been been
warning Mole sellers that unless they
stop sefling the paper they will be charged
with “obstruction. One fuez told a
comrade: “Laots of people have been
ringing up the Yard and complaining
about that provocation on the cover, You
better wateh it as the Public Prosecutar
might be om to you after the OF lot.™
Needless to add we are nol going to be
intimidated by thess threats. Nor are we
going to stop strecl selling. Every prose-
cution will be contested and fought. As
far as the Orangemen are concerned, all
comeades are advised to take precautions.

SAM FRANCISCOO (LMS)—A four-day “summit™

pelicy meeting of 1.5, ambassadors {0 East Asian
und Pacific countries tonk place without fanfare
1Teh-215e Muy 1971, 5t the Philippine resort

und ni stale apparatus fording it over the warking [town of Baguio. They were greeted by a top-

peaple. The means of production will be collzc.
tively owned, managed and worked by the
people themselves, and all the fruits of produc-
tinn callectively reaped,

With such ideas, Lord Robens and his ilk have
sever had unything in common.

LT LT TV T TR T TR

REFORM OR REVOLUTION IN THE SOVIET
UNICH?

The recant “revelations” in the bourgeois pres
about the existence of a “Political Diarv” pro-
duced by a tiny group of top Party bureaucrats
in the Soviet Union, should come 22 ne surprise
to anyone who recoguizes the proces of disinse-
gation of Stalinist monolithism that is taking
place,

The journal has apparently appoared since
Krushchev's downfall in 1964, in some 82
manthly issues; it circulates secretly and only
within the uppermest raling ciccles 6F the

bureaucracy that it should “liberatise™ its palicies

with regard to a whole rangs of prablemes:
BConomis Mmanagament, national end religious
minarities, farelm policy, ete,

[n fact, the “Palitical Diary” ropresents yot &
further breach in the ranks of the b MEaCTACY,
and may be compared wo the Dubgek-Hovetny
split in the Czechodlovak Communist Party in
196768, though at a much more restramed
lewel. Cm all the trocial questione that remain to
be solved in the 38R, which centre around thy

level defegution from Washingron headed by
John N. Irwin, veteran spokiesman nnd lawyer
fir Rockefeller ail interesix, trustes of the ClA-
funded Asle Foundation and Nixon's Under-
Secretary of Sinde.

A communique ssued ol ihe end of the
meeting sald merely that they had diseused
“implementation of the Nixon Docirine in Easi

(s, amd the statuesof U8, relations with the

cotnines of the gres. " Bul in view of the hoom
in olfshore oil exploration under way in the
region, it is bkely that oil was high on the apenda

2 the ambatssdon’ conference.

Irwin has o reputation as Nixon's “odl
envoy . He was Nixon's special representstive in
talks with the Peruvian government (allowing
inationalisation of the Rockefeller-comtrolled
Internationnl Peernleum Co., 2 Standard O of
Mew Jersey subsidiary, And he was Nixon's
pecsoii] envoy to the recent Organisution of
Fetraleum Ex porting Countries (OPEC) con-
feronce in lran,

Irwin has been, st different times, parter
in Patterron, Belkpap & Webh, Bockefeler ofl
law vers; associsle counsel (o the Boclkefellar

Foundation {n major siackholder in Sinndard
Ol ef Wew Jersey|; former board chpirman of

Rockefellerendowed Union Theological Semi-
nary: unvd director of Rockefeler-dominnted
United States Trost Co. As such he was the
legical choice o attend the top level discussion
of LS. il tnterests in Sowth-Eaxt Asig,

Twa of Asia’s three most promising offshore
il basing—in the Souih China Sea off Vietnam,
und in the East China Sea off China—are areas
of dispute between U5, nil companles on the
one hnnd, and the Motional Lileration Front
{NLF) and the Peopla’s Republic of China, on
the atler.

The Provislenul Revolufionary Government
(FRG} of South Vietnam annomnced in Februnry
Lhat it would not recogise any offshore ail
lewses granted by the Saigon regime, ond that it
wikild consider such arrangements illegal. ¥ et
Saigon still intends to auction off il concessinng
with 2t least 32 foreign companies (most of then
LS.} in the biddmg. The politicsl motive of
shoring up the Saigon regime and provid img it
with o seronper economic base is ex plicit in
statements of Ambassador Ellsworih Bonker
and other (L8, alficinls urging more U5, invest-
ment i oil and otheér indusiries in South
Vielnam.

In similar manoer, the People’s Repablic of
Cliina nnmounced that it woubd conzider “null
i void™ and illegal any offshore ail legses In
the Tino-yu Tai (Senkaku) Island chain or ke
where on the Chinese continental shelf, whether
by Jupun, South Karen, or the Chiang Kai-chek

regime oat Taiwan. et at last word, A merican
oil companies were still conducting exploration
work in coneessions granted by these three LS
allies. This was despite official wiymings from
Washington that It would not protect US.-
vwned exploration vessels should they be seized
b.}' the Chinese.

The different positions of the PRG and the
Peoples Republic of China and the U.5, oil
compaiies regnrding obl bileresis raise several
questions,

~Are the ail companice lkely o pass ap
eontrel of Lhe vast pools of low sulphur, lower:
pollution oil 50 eboze to the hip Japansss
markes™ (David Rockefeller. chairmnn of New
York's Chase Manhattan Bunk —the main
Rockelelier oil bank—kst venr precicted ihe all
companics woublld spead 235 billion by 1980 in
Esst Agis and the weslern Pacific, most of it
affshare, )

In view of the PRG and China's position on
oil explocation by forcign companics on the
contiental shelf off Vietnam and China rEspecs
tively, how far is Washingtun propared (o go to
protect the interests of these compnnigs?

Are the esenlation of the nir war in Indo-
China and the increase in U5, shipments of
military equipment to Taiwan and particubarly
Lir Bouth Koren, refated in any way 1o the proe
pects of brge-scale oil developinent in the
region®

—How does Japan fif into any 1.5, military
plansin the region?

JUST OUT
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AND THE BRITISH LEFT

IRELAND AND THE BRITISH LEFT

It is very ensy o be revolutismry about struggles taking
place thoussnds of miles avay. It is cosier to be for the
defent of m foreizn copitalist cliss than i is to call for the
defenr of one’s own “bowrgenisie™. These troisms, which
have until recently been rather absiract, now neguire
comcrete meaning. The armed struggle of the Fish people
against British imperinlism now puts all fendencies in the
gocialist movement i the test.

Ome is unlikely 1o ped beaten up for carrying the slogm
“Wictoey to the MLF™ for the smple reason that British
troweps are not fighting and dying v Vietnam. However,
Ireland presents a different state of affairs as some Scoltish
comredes s=lling The Bed Mole have recently discovered,
Yet itis a hondred times more importunt to take s clear
stand against the oppression which is being carrled our by
orive’s "own ™ capitalist class, The watchword of Leninism
Thas always been “the main enemy & ot home " —indeed.
the “21 Conditions of Affiliation to the Third International™
emboedied thiz coneept in a most emphatic manner,

Tt i also much eagier to find “left"” preuments for not
tuking such a stond: nfter all. docen’t the armed struggle of
the Irish people alienate the Beitich working clis? And
can’t it be demoastrated in nh-so-Marxist terms that the
rain task in rthis strugple is o form a united front hetween
the ritish working class and the Irish peopls?

Should we not, therefore, join in the chorus condemning
the “ultmeft™, “adventuristic” and, according to the
Rlorkers Press, “middle clags™ wipers and bomb-throwers
in Ireland? As well ps clepring vur orthodox consclences,
thix would hove the additional adviistage of avoiding trouble
from Orangemen,

06 course, ail these argumenta can be inswered ino & very
simplistic manmer: it is the responsibility of all sedalists to
sippewl il the struggles of all the eppressed. Howeser 8
hianket formula ke this con cover a multitode of sins
[althowgh it #s infinitely prefevable to those argnments
which cover capifulation to capitalist “public opinion™
with Murxist phraseobogy ), What this formula does not do
is b0 explain haw we relate to differing tuctics by those
engaged in stropgle—should we | for instance, hove the sume
attitude towards the present armed atrupple of the Cathalics
a3 we should fewards the militdry petions of the TRA in the
19505 or bute 193057 Its too pencral application could lead
a8 into very simange positions—how wauld it be applied 1
the cim of the Angry Bripade, for nstunce?

There are no blanket and absolute Formulis—the analysis
must be concrete.

THE CHARACTER OF THE IRISH STRUGGLE

Our starting point must be the character of e styugle
itself and the attitude of the mass of the Irish people
tovwards that serugple, Then we huve to clearly distinguish
between our tasks and those of militants v Irelund tsome
uﬁ}nimtlmls have got intn endless confusion by not elevimg
[ L

It is eagy o establish that the character of the struggle in
the North of Ireland is a defensive one waged as a responae
to attacks by the Dlster Yoluteer Foree {UVF), British
Army, RUC, ete. on Catholics; 2od simultanesosly an
offensive one, designed to complete the Irish people's
endeavours to achicve self-gétermination, As such, British
socialists are obliged o give it unconditional suppore. It is,
furthermore, easily demanstruble that the vislence of the
IRA s & responae to the vilence of the UVF, British Ariny,
RUC, ete. and that the mass of the Catholic populalion
support il petively or possively. This being the case there is
no doubt that Britizh socialists sre abliged not merely to
suppart the right of the Catholics to use the methads they
see f11, but also te actively asist that strupsle.

The Catholics of the North {and the militunis of the
Em_lilil} huve arvived ui this point by a provese of bosing thedr
Hhisions in other forms of struggle and . m parlicolar, losing
EveTY \!lﬂ‘ge of confidence they ever had in the British
ﬁ;im!y fwhich manv thousht was o barder (o thels phy=ical
liquidation ut the hands of the UVF in 1969 ) and Britiah
institutions in general. .

T'!l? tactical differences between the Officials and the
Provisionals are no excuse for failing to make o stand: and
we _:hnnld mote well the wellsybstan tiaded repaorts that the
timing of the internment orders was determined by 3 desire
to prevent politicul agree ment between the two wings of fhe
1ReA (of. Sunday Thnes, 15.8.71)%

Bait objections ceme readily —doesn't the theary of
peroanent revalution teach s that only 3 combined
national iberation and socinl =truegle in the whols of
Ireland prommisss success? Isn't the only hope of immediate
suceess the building of unity between the Irish people and
the British working class? Doesn't the armed struggle of the
Irish people undermine the potentinlity of that unity?
How can we expect English workers to unite with people
kifling “our lada™? Won 't the Provisionals, becanse of fheir
links with a section of the Southem bourgeodsie, refuse to
fight the Creen Tories?

Chur first amewer to these abjections is to make it very
chear that the maior task of Rritich snciaHats i nnt tagall
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THESE OPERATIONS ARE A NECESSARY PRELUDE
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ours), but, on the contrary, it is to end the position where
the British working clasa, and especially the leadership of {1s
organisations, are direct sccomplices in the oppresion of
the Irizsh pesple. This means coming to grips with the ram-
pant ruciati=m of the British working class towards the Irish.

EXPLOITATION OF THE IRISH

For ceoturies the Britizh ruling class bas “justified™ and
rationalized ” the explodtation of the Irish people in
raciabiar idealogical terms, *The Irish are stupid, strange
(a1 best whimsical) and ipnorant people™; * they have
pigs in their Bving rooms™; “the Irich like Gghting (es
pecially after o few drinks); “the Irish ore lozy and pood
for only labouring jobs™ — such filth has been drummed
into the heads of the British people for hundreds of yesrs.
The prejudices engendered are so deep that they have
eintered the English language, We would be highly mistaken
if we thought that even revolutionary marxists were free
ofauch ideas. To tell the lrish people that militant strogple
alieriates the British worker is like telling a striker that
his militant picketing upsets the scabs. One can only deal
with hourgeois ideology by an unremitting strupgle.
Revolutionaries, in parficular, must break down these
prejindices by first of all taking a very elear stand them-
schves. Half-measures only reinforce bourgeois idenlogy.
“Hophisticated  arguments emanating from offices ke
those on Clapham High Street— so far away from the
whisthk of the UVF sniper’s bulket, where the soldiers
meyer come at o rip the house ppurt, and which has never
experienced the arganised burning out of hundreds of
homies by protestont fanatics — have all the hollmarks
of an yimconscious feeling of superiurity that obliges ane
to lell the poor Irish | who don’t know any better, what
to do. Of course, the chance of suecess Tor winning
British working clas support for the siTupgle in
Ireland will be much greater if the struggle is waged In
auch a way that the identity of clas interesis between
the waorking classes of both countries is mode clear. But
this will not be schisved by telling the Irishpeople to
tone dovm their strupple beeause the British workers are
not yel rendy to understand the sitmition. Any inflo-
ence that British marsdsts have on the policles of
Irish militants will be in direct proportion (o the extent
to which they are seen to be making a ficht in Britain
on 8 chear ks, Only on that basis can they asist Irish
marxists to develop a revolutionary marxist current in
Ireland.

But none of this means that we are obliged to keep
quiet about our pemible criticisms of the tactics of
Irish revolutionaries. On the conlmry to do so woold be
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means they see fit, we are also obliged to contribute to the |
debute nbout the best method of defenting :

lism, But again there & no simple formuls for doing this,

It is perfectly possible, for instance, fo publish articles on

a pational liberation struggle which consist of 99% fierce
criticesm and 1% pledge of support (the Morkers Prow i o
specinliss in this.). Such propaganda will ssem to the average
Eritish reader a3 helng a*left” version of the crpitalist
propaganda aguinst that struggle. In the case of ircland,
Irish militants can be forgiven if they interpret moch of
what appears in the “socialist™ press in this manner,

The balance of one’s propapanda, the sudience to which
ane directs one ‘s oriticisms and the style of that criticisms
arc all pofitical acts. Let s be very clenr on this podni;
the avershelming thrust of our propapnds on Lreland
today mus be to expose the vicions role of British imperia-
lism: and its various agencies. Criticsms related (o the
tactics af the frish miltants must be éxpressed in a frater-
nal manner and largely confined to anafytical materinl
designed to infTuence their thinking, To be concrege !
should a section of the IRA dedde to indulge in an urban
guerills campaizgn in sclected parts of Britain, the thrust of
argumentation should be to expliin why they have been
forced abong this road. We should not hesitate to expres
owr suppert for their right to use these metlods and we
should oppose the hypocrisy of those who are “shocked™
by this development (ex plaining very clearly the Implicit
racialismy [nherent in this “shock™) When we express our
doubis abont such a tactic, It should be on the besis thal we
do not think it i the best method (o defent British imperia-
lizm {im gemeral, urban puersilly worfare should only be
wapged where the mass of the local population at lesar
noguiesce in its nse ).

Any other course i fo weaken and confuse our solidarity
with the Irish people in their strnggle against the Brirish
ruling clas. But it is not just a question of duty —our task is
to huild a revolutbonary endre force in Britain. This means
building o body of opinion which iz prepared o use revolu-
tiomary. violence in Britain €0 overthrow the British ruling
clas. Tt goes withoul suving that it is not concsivable thot
we cun eneate a force which i prepired for revolutionary
struggle in Britain if it is not prepared to suppaort the armed
strupghe of others against that smre ruling class. Weaknems
and vacillation on thi= question will in the long run expres
itsell {especinlly in time of crisis) as opportunism in relation
to the class siruggle in Britain itself. The whole history of
the intermational lnbour movement testifies (o this fact.

—Pat Jordan




