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It is still too carly at the time of wniting to know the real
tactical and strategic importance of the offensive that the

Indochinese revolutionary forces have launched

What is already clear. however, is that attacks have been
carried out with powerful forces not only south of the
17th Parallel, in the Quang-Tri area, but also in the Cen-
tral Highlands, in the provinces of Kontum and Pleiku, as
well as nearer Saigon. in the province of Tay Ninh, and
also in the Mekong delta.

Once more the joint Amencan-puppet High Command
though expecting such an attack —seems surprised by the
size of the forces involved, and even more so by the ex-
tent of their deployment. But this time the surprise is
the reverse of what it was at the time of the Tet offensive
in 1968,

At that time, the joint American and South Vietnamese
deployment was based on concentration, in large units
and in powerfully protected bases. In that way, the NLF
forces were able to control the countryside, get an implant-
ation i it without large-scale ressstance. and from @t were
able 1o prepare - besades 3 few spectacular central actions
an offensive consisting of hundreds of different guemnil
operations. For many reasons | including the lessons of
*68). the imperialist war machine has been seriously mod:-
fied since then. Four fifths of the U.S. active service units
have left Vietnam. The logistic support to the puppet
forces lies exclusively —since the ground troops cannot or
do not want to fight —in the air. The puppet army must
itself patrol the countryside, carrying out raids, and fore-
ing the population to regroup in concentration camps or
in the towns. In this way, they become vulnerable to the
present concentrated actions, supported it would seem by
heavy and semi-heavy weapounry of a classic but seemingly
widely used type.

This is the price that must be paid for *Vietnamisation. All
the more so as the operations in Laos a year ago exposed
the weak operational value of the big puppet units—€ven
the so-called elite ones—when they are facing equivalent
revolutionary forees.

One can also foresee without much trouble that these oper
ations in Vietnam will be followed very soon by important
operations in Laos and Cambodia. It is difficult to see
especially in Cambodia—how the local puppets, already
severely tried, are going to be able to put up any effective
resistance to the forces of the FUNK without the support
of the Saigon troops, who are now involved elsewhere.

If one wants to try to evaluate the general situtation, a
number of factors have to be taken mto account:

|. THE POSSIBILITY OF RESISTANCE BY
THE PUPPET FORCES

On a purely tactical level, the behaviour of the Saigon for-
ces is of course important to determine, since both south
of the 17th Parallel and in the Central Highlands there are
no more U.S. ground forces and the puppets are alone. The
extent of the successes of the revolutionary forces will
depend—it is obvious—on their capacity to resist.

In the long term, it is the whole policy of ‘Vietnamisation’
which is at stake. If the puppets, especially their best units,
collapse and allow big gaps to appear on the fronts where
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the revolutionary forces are engaged, then the entire Nixon
plan could rapidly collapse. The gamble on the (now ef-
fective) withdrawal of the ground troops was based on 2
confidence —entirely relative and dependent on the s sup-
port—in the development of the combative capacities, of
the morale, and of the social support of the puppets

But a total collapse is not very likely. To think that the re-
volutionary forces are going to converge towards Saigon and
Eberate at a go the whole of the indochinese peninsula &
totally utopian. And the Vietnamese comrades have often
warned against such illusions. The recent dechrations of
Colonel Ha-Van-Lau to the New York Times show this very
clearly. But even a limited tactical success for the Indo-
chinese revolutionaries would assume at the present time 2
considerable significance.

2. THE PLACE OF THE SPRING OFFENSIVE IN
THE OVERALL STRATEGY OF THE REVOLU-
TIONARY FORCES

It seems very clear. The game played by Nixon is to ‘erase’
the Indochina war by insisting only on its ‘consequences’

{ campaign on the prisoners, etc.). The war is finished smce
the grotnd troops are coming back home, since the Amen-
can losses have diminished almost to the point of disappear-
img. since ‘Vietnamisation® has been a “success”, since the
leaders of the workers® states, even those who were denoun-
ang Nixon most violently, receive him, negotiate with him,
and talk hardly or not at all about the war. The war is ‘de
facto’ finished, and it is no longer necessary even to main-
tain the fiction of the Paris ‘peace-talks’, the holding and
regular sessions of which were intended to give the deliber-
ate impression that American imperialism had someting to
negotiate. Of course, the Indochinese Revolutionary Front
is attempting to demonstrate the contrary and this is why—
in passing— we must protest with our Indochinese comrades
against the suspension of the talks. The battlefield and the
diplomatic struggle are one and the same front. In the
same way as the Tet offensive of ‘65 sounded the death toll
of one particular U.S. strategy in Indochina, the April 72
offensive could very well throw into question the whole
‘Vietnamisation’ policy, or at least certain important aspects
of it.

It is going to be difficult for Nixon to continue to deny the
continued existence of the war. It is going to be even more
difficult for him to withdraw another 30,000 men between
now and the summer.

Moreover, the new operations are a striking proof of the
determination of the Indochinese revolutionaries not to
accept any ‘freezing’ of the situation, any ‘Geneva’ where
their independence and their freedom of action would be
subject to bargaining.

In this respect, the date of the offensive is instructive. We
do not think that it is only for meteorological reasons that
the U.S. air force is reluctant to leave the ground. it takes
place right in the middle of Nixon’s two trips: to Peking
and to Moscow. Once more, our Vietnamese comrades have
kept an equal balance in their relations with the two big
workers® states, even to reminding them of the continuing
aggression of U.S. imperialism in Indochina.

But the reminder that no settlement reached around the

negotiating table will count for much without the agreement
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of those fighting on the ground comes at a very opportune
moment. It is a stinging indictment of all those who were
suggesting—wishful thinking, perhaps—that everything was
settled in Indochina, and that behind the suspension of the
Paris talks secret contact was being maintained which would
settle what remained to be settled.

3. THE U.S. REACTION

If, as some correspondents maintain, the vigour and extent
of the Vietnamese offensive has taken the U.S. high com-
mand and its puppets by surprise, it is very likely that they
had aiready planned their methods of counter-attack and
escalation in the event of such a situation.

Of course, Nixon is faced with a serious problem. By conti-
nuing to evacuate U.S. ground forces from Indochina, he
aggravates the local relationship of forces which is not at

4l favourable to him in any case. The morale of the puppet
troops can be affected, not to mention that of the U.S.
troops still present. But can he stop this evacuation or
even reverse the trend and bring back elite service units?

it is very unlikely in this election year, when he has gam-
bled heavily on a “pacifist’ image to return him for another
four years. Already in the States it seems that the euphoria
of the silent majority is giving way to much anxiety. There
i therefore one and only one possibility: the use of air
power and eventually the resumption of massive bombing
raids against the North. Obviously the U.S. military com-
mand have been preparing for this for some months. The
arrival of new B-52 bombers, and the recent arrival of two
new aircraft-carriers show clearly that this eventuality has
been planned for and that the imperialists have given
themselves the means to carry it out. It seems that the
puppets are evacuating the population of Quang-Tri, south
of the 17th Parallel. Maybe one should see in this the mo-
ment of realisation of an old plan which dates back to 68
and the days of MacNamara: the creation, by every means
mﬁ&.dlhﬂmum&ldlﬁ 1 7th Pacaliel
SOLIDARITY e
Revolutionary marxists, however, are not taken aback by
these developments in the situation in indochina. For

many months now the Fourth International has been
stressing the need for international mobilisations this spring,
in response to a situation which was known to be reaching
boiling point. In particular, in the US. through the Nation-
al Peace Action Coalition and in France through the Indo-
china Solidarity Front, our comrades have taken the lead

in mobilising on a large scale for the International Day of
Solidarity on 22 April,realising that the spring of 1972
would be an important period in the developing Indo-
chinese revolution. In Britain what we can do is relatively
small, both because of the lack of internationalism of most
left groups and also because for us the major task must be
the building of a solidarity campaign in support of the
struggle of the Irish people against our own ruling class.
However, it remains as necessary as ever to take even limited
actions, as is happening in both Glasgow and London on

22 April, in support of the struggle of the Indochinese
people; and it will remain necessary for as long as that strug-
gle retains its central importance in the process of world
revolution today.
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So far 20 factories have been occupied by workers in the engineering industry
in the Manchester area, in pursuit of a claim for improvements in pay and
conditions submitted last January by stewards throughout the district.

ENGINEERS’ PAY CLAIM:

OCCUPATIONS

SHOW THE WAY

rk-2o-rule and bans on piecework were
posed immediately. The employers' re
por wa threaten a lock-out: the occu

pation took place Thursday 16 March. In

e next few days similar events took place
) her factories: Davies and Metcalfe (in
H v), E. Peart and Co. (Hyde), Mirrlees

Blackstone (in Hazel Grove, part of the Haw-
ker-Siddeley group), Sharston Engineering
Cheadle Hulme), and Lawrence and Scott
Electromotors (Openshaw). Significantly,
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urther sit-ins took place. These &=
Hawker Siddeley Aviation at 'W
r Stockport, and both planis belonpag
rancis Shaw plastics machine
(in Opensl and Salford). Two day
a further three plants, including the Me
Box Company in Altrincham, were occupsed
Currently it looks as if in almost all cases 1he
fight will be a long one. Besi he sit-=

I0CKk-Ouls af

ilready mentioned, there are
HSA Chadderton (near Oldham) and GEX
AEl Trafford Park. Despite the replacement
of the manager at GKN-Bredbury negotiat
on Wednesday 5 April broke down. Inab

twenty cases settlements have already

reached: on most of these secrecy is bel
preserved, butintwo cases firmsthat made con
cessions on hours and conditions have had t

leave the EEF.

f the struggle is drawn out, then two aspects

are going to be crucial. The first is the ability

he unions to extend the struggle to other

plants, and to make big breaches in the em-
ywyers” solidarity
t would be simple insanity to delude oneseli

*200,000 engineers are ready to occupy’

S0 far as this is concerned,

Unfortunately, the extension of the struggle
will require real effort on the part of militants
within the unions, including action by the

on officials. However, it cannol be denied
t both on ti
le efforl 1s being put into involving
new factories and groups of workers: the
AULEW-TASS (DATA) claim s being treated
as part of the general cleim, and at key plants
thaj are weak pressure is beginning to tell.

Revolutionary groups, provided that they
adopt a correct approach, can make a con-
tribution to the extension of the struggle
which would be out of all proportion to
their size, Obviously the national and local
press are not going to do anything they can
to help spread the sit-ins: there is therefore
a big opportunity for revolutionaries to do

e shop-floor and at official level

so through giving widespread publicity to
the sit-ins already going on, and to new de-
velopments as they take place. The Man-
chester branch of IMG assisted the Man-
chester Free Press (a local ‘alternative pa-
per’) in the production and distribution of
its second supplement on the dispute for
precisely this reason.

I'he same supplement also dealt with a
sphere in which only the revolutionaries
can assist: the utilisation of the Soaal
Secunty system as a strike fund. Because
it is only revolutionary groups, and at that
mainly the IMG, which have been active in
the Claimants Unions and in organising
claimants andthe unemployed for a whole
period, they and they alone have the infor-
mation and the expertise to ensure that the
85 can be beaten. In Manchester, the IMG
has produced a 10-page pamphlet, selling
for 2 p, explaining in detail the rights of
strikers, and how to get them. So far 350
copies have been sold, not to mention

§ being distnbuted and
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But if the role of revolutionaries can be
crucial on that particular front, and if they

Engin ring workers occupving I ne

Meral Bo:

factory at Timperley, Manchester

can further get across some very important
ideas concerning the significance of the
strike, their influence can only be limited.
The present struggle, despite the fact that it
takes a very advanced form, and that the
whole experience and self-organisation of
the engineering Workers is concentrated into
it, is still a fight for better wages and con-
ditions inside a bourgeois-de mocratic frame-
work. And the most stupid mistake revo-
lutionaries could make in this situation
would be to counterpose some other form
of activity by the Manchester engineers to
that they are engaged in now. To say, “you
are involved in an economic struggle but what
is needed is a political struggle (against the
Tories)—build the Party!" does not help at
all. On the contrary, we must do everything
to support the existing struggle.
But it is precisely because a struggle whose
objects do not go beyond that of wages and
nditions is incapable of solving the basic
problems facing the working class that
revolutionaries need to stress the importance
f Enking that struggle to a general struggle
for workers' tontrol and for a government
which permuts the working class to struggle
for workers' control through its organisa-
tlons. Not'counterposing’ but ‘linking’,
basing one’s explanations on the actual
living struggle of the working class.

Manchester IMG.
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SCOTTISH TENANTS FIGHT BACK

AR ower Scotland tenants and trade union-
s ase orpanising the mselves to fight the
Beest aftack on the working class of thas
Eemtry by the capitalist class under the
e of the Tory government - the Housing
$Feancal Provisions) Scotland Bill, now

goiag through the committee stage in the
e of Commons. The Tory povernment
h-: ched this attack on local iu‘hn iy te-
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#%0 of the provisions of this particular hill
show this very clearly -section 29 of the

il compels all local authorities and develop-
st Ccorporations (o raise rent
e of £24 per annum in the year”
ad £50 per annum the
senls will
£1.50 per week within two years
Bl s 2 double edged weapon
specaiically forbids the
e into account “the personal ¢
s of the tenant™: in Scotland this means
&= end to the graduated rent scheme{ which
some local authorit

s hy a mini-
79,11

following year, Thux,

Y minimum
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ircumstlan-

1es were operating) based
T his hill mzans that most rents
B almost double in the next two years,
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cotland, where most we
Bmmbes are housed in council houses, this
NS mean a2 devastating cul in resl wages

e wage eamers of these families

IS main protests comis
Bouse tenants are aimed agamnst the in
e the new (ton ) rent
scheme whnch s ju yther means Lest to
g through. Rent rebate schem
= operalion in 3 num
gace the Labour government introduced
ihem m 1968, They form part of
et towards selectivily in the social ser-

sices, Clearly the reasoning behing this move

B that of you make people feel that the bene-
¥

12 irom cound

Creases
ew towns rehate
sl an 1

s have heen

owns and cities

the general

s won for them by the struggles of their
peedecessors are mn fact 2 kind of hand ot
chanty. and if you furibher obslruct them with
A =ape of red lape Byliosw Ry Bxrel o madc

e b L3ke 5P rale will Be very w, s
snes (e Family Income Suppikement.

I8 Labour Party have been very vocal in
ihew condemnation of thys “anli wo rk,m. viass
B s they call . Whal hypocnsy! Whai
sownnght bes' 1t was the 1.1"-.111. inm-
meal who did the ground work for this bill;
a they did the groundwork for the Indusinal
Relations Act. The 1965 Rent Act was the
percedent. T his act established rent assess-
el commitiees, who decide whal is to be
& Lar rent; needless to say the | ories will not
hesitate to use Lhese Lo greal cffect, and

s mentioned it was also the Labour govern-
ment which brought into being the rent re-
bate scheme in 1968, Therefore this act
must not be seen as the wicked | ones pinch-
g money from the workers, but as a capi-
selist way out for a copitalist problem. Both
ihe Labour party and the Tones protect the
micrests of the capitalist class, both pass bilis
and acts to do so, e.g., Im Place of Strife and
ihe Tones' Industrial Relations Act, or the
300,000 rise in unemployment under the
Labour government and now the one million
total under the Tories. This act forms only
part of the general attack on the working
chass to get British capitalism out of a deep
crisis and restore its profit margins.

One sure way of doing this is to cul real
wages and what better way than to raise
prices and rents while the trade unions can-
not fight back for a corresponding rise, or

are to be bogged down in rules and regula-
tions to be effective. The Fair Renis Bill
must be seen in this context and must be
fought as such. In Cumbernauld the fight has
already started, public meetings and rallies
have been well attended and the call has

gone out for a massive withholding of the
rent increases when they come into effect at
the end of May. The local trades council
have called for a total withholding of the
rents and the formation of an action com-
mittee consisting of tenants, trade unionists
and unemployed. This committee was formed
on 20 March.

As yet, no clear strategy has been laid down

s to how the fight will be conducted, but

one thing is clear from the speeches that trades
council members and trade unionists have

been making at the public meetings, ““if any
tenant who is on rent strike is evicted then
sinke action will follow automatically until the
tenant is reinstated.” This is what the trades
council say, it remains to be seen if they will
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carry it oat

But it is clearly only this sort of
action which will ensure victory and rank and
file trade unionists must take up this call if the

rents bill is to be defeated.

But at the same time il 1s necessary 1o go be-
yond the rents hill and to hnk the Hight aganst
i 1o the light agamst the indwinal Relations
Act. The lories are reeling from punches
from the miners and the UCS workers, now is
the time to put in the boot. A massive nalion-
al rent strike, with massive national strike ac-
tion if the authorities evict: this, if conducted
in the proper manner. could defeat the rents
bill and the Industrial Relations Act. Commit-
tees of action to fight the rents bill must be
sel up all over the country, committees of
workers, unemployed and tenants who can
plan and co-ordinate. Street or area defence
commitiees must also be set up to ensure that
evicted or victimised - these must
have links in the local faciones to ensure ins-
tant strike action il any evictions are carned

PRESTO

no one i1s

In Preston, like many other towns, council
house rents are going up this month, before
the Housing Finance Bill becomes law. Te-
nants are being asked to pay an average of
S0 p more rent until next April, when there
will be another rise. Other towns will begin
to pay £1 in October.

I he Housing Finance Bill is but one of a num-
ber of recent culs in the social services aimed
at brninging about a decline in the standard of
living of the working class- but it is the one
which will lut the working class hardest. Its
aim is to end subsidised housing, making a
profit from council tenants. At the present
time people buying their own homes get £727
million in subsidy when council tenants get
only £302 million ( figures from The Times,
27 February). In three years lime counvil
houses should have reached a “fair rent’ which
will be the market value and about double the
present rent. Accompanying this fair rent is

a means test which at first will decrease the
rent of some tenants and let others pay a re-
duced increase. However, even those who do
get a rebate will eventually be paying more
rent since in three years the basic rent will
have doubled. Despite all the machinery in-
troduced to deal with the rebate system,
money given in rebates will not be large enough
to affect the profits made from council hous-
ing. And the large majority of council tenants

out. The unemployed have a part to play
here, they will form the bulk of these defen-
ce committees while the rest are working.
Housewives too can play an important part
by organising themselves to protect their
homes and the homes of their neighbours. The
fight must not be kefi to the working class
clite, such as Labour counallors and trade
union bureaucrats, this is a fight for the rank
and file for only the rank and file can win it,
and only if they are organised in committees
of this nature will they be able to do so.

I'he working class of Cumbernauld have not
been slow in the past to take action to protect
their interests. Only last year the workers of
the local Burroughsfactory conducted a vic-
torious 16 week strike, the local youth em-
ployment office was occupied by unemployed
ieenagers in protest against unemployment and
in solidarity with the U.C.S. workers, an un-
employed action committee was formed to
fight unemployment which managed to or-

TENAN

ganise various demonstrations and other ac-
tions. When one considers that Cumbernauld
only has a population of just over 30,000 then
this is not at all a bad record. We of the rent
strike action committee are confident that
once again we can show a good example lo the
working class of Britain as 2 whoile by being

the first to initiate a mmw

the fair rents bill.

FOR A 100 PER CENT EFFECTIVE RENT
STRIKE.

INDUSTRIAL STRIKE ACTION IN CASE OF
EVICTION.

COMMITTEES OF WORKERS, TENANTS
AND UNEMPLOYED TO FIGHT THE RENTS
BILL.

AREA AND STREET COMMITTEES TO
DEFEND THE STRIKE.

—P. McKenna
Cumbernauld |.M.G.and Rent Strike Action
Committee,

TS

ORGANISE

who will not be affected by the rebate sys-
tem will be even worse hit.

In fact, council house tenants will be in a po-
sition where they will be subsidising the own-
er occupier while receiving no subsidy them-
selves. This is bound to mean a great reduc-
tion in council housing, and goes hand in
hand with attempis (o encourage council te-
nants to buy their houses. Property dealers,
of course, recognise that one effect of the bill

will be to drive tenants from the council houses.

Properly prices can therefore be expected to
rise steeply with this new market,

What can tenants do to fight this bill? The
Lubour Party has promised to repeal this bill
but in Preston as elsewhere their only answer
in the meanwhile is petitions, sending deputa-
tions to local Tory councillors, and advising
the electorate to vote Labour. The Labour
Party’s record on housing shows that tenants
cannot rely on the Labour Party for radical
change. The tenants must organise themselves
to fight the bill by a refusal to pay the in-
crease,

In January the Socialist Woman Group in Pres-
ton began a series of open air meetings in
Council Estates in Preston. After the response
ot the first few meetings other groups joined
Socialist Woman to form the Tenants Action

Group proposing the same course of action.
From these public meetings tenants estate
committees were set up to spread information
ahout the rent increases, discuss what sort of
opposition would be most effective, and or-
ganise the estates against the bill. Most tenants
considered that the only way to fight the bill
was to refuse to pay the increase and have
nothing to do with the test.

On Saturday March 25 there was a march of
about 150 tenants through Preston. This was
lollowed by a public meeting addressed by

May Hobbs, of the London nightcleaners and a
militant tenant. A local tenant also spoke. After
discussion a resolution was passed that tenants
should withhold the rent increase and support

a picket of the rent office. The Tories have al-
ready threatened eviction, but tenants have
begun a rent strike this week, the first week of
the rise, A rent strike is a difficult fight to main-
tain but the refusal to pay the increase by tenants
all over the country, allied to industrial action if
necessary, is the only way to defeat this bill and
to defeat any further attempls at increasing
council house rents.

—Cath Ryde
Preston I.M.G. and Socialist Woman
Group.



MINERS
CONFERENCE

The undersigned wish 1o protest at the run-
ning of the miners conference held in Barn-
sley on 26th March. This conference was
supposed to discuss the programme put for-
ward in the paper The Collier. However, in
order for such a conference to be a success
then every viewpoint which was in general
agreement with the aims of the paper should
have been represented. Either the confer-
ence should only have been open to mem-
bers of the NUM or all political orga-
pisations should have been represented
However, no other organisations othber
than the International Socalists were
informed of the conference or invited

to attend. and representatives of other pob-
tical viewpoints were in fact excluded from
the conference. If all this is justified by 2
claim that this was an |S. conference, we
would ask why it was in this case that the
membership of an editorial board of a paper
supposed to be run by rank and file miners
was changed at an LS. conference. In the
light of all this we protest at the exclusion of
other viewpoints from that of 1.S. from the
conference, and the fact that other organisa-
tions were not invited and told it was taking
place. The right wing, in order to cover up
its own lack of democracy is always going
on about *manipulation” and ‘control’. So-
cialists should therefore give them no exam-
ples, such as this conference, which play into
their hands.

David Wilson, NUM Bamsley

Barry Thomtoa, NUM Bamsiey and Editorial
Board, The Collier

John Cotter, NUM Barnaley and Edtonal
Board, The Collier

Peter Thornton, NUM Barmsley

Jimmy Miller, brasch secsetary, NUM
Keilingley. and Yockshire CP. Dastrics

Dave noqh- NUM Hatfield (Main Branch)
mad Editor, The Mineworker
3. Shighey . NUM Hatfield (Man Branch) and
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sk that it could seriously endanger
of establivhing ¢ worthwhile rank and
movement. In particular:
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ey corference, then why was fthere no

& id down for edmission” A seris-
would have been cither only mem-
NUM admirted, or a stated, end sericely
tr of observers without voting rights
edmitred from cll politicel orgenize-

g the conference, However in fact
Committee members such as Chris
Tony Cliff were admitted while mem-
NG and others were excluded.

i the chairman refuse to accept, without
& ro the conference, any cltermative
1o thet put forwerd by the 1.5.7

the chairman refuse to ecoept & vole
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el the conference?

bhowgh o preliminary meeting of miners in
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Liverpool dockers are standing firm in their
determination to protect their jobs by pre-
venting the extension of “‘stuffing” (filling)
and “stripping’’ (emptying) of containers by
anyone other than registered dockers. They
are blacking the lorries of firms which pack
containers at inland sites. In particular, they
refuse to handle the lorries of three firms,
Heaton's, Bishop Wharf and Craddocks.
Heaton’s went to the Industrial Relations
Court and obtained an injunction to end.the
blacking. At a subsequent hearing of the
court on March 29th a £5 000 fine was im-
posed on the TGWU for breaking the original
court order, Sir John Donaldson, president of
the five-man court, said the contempt was
“aggravated™ by the refusal of the union to
attend the hearing. The court also decided
that if the TGWU did not pay the fine it would
ssue writs of sequestration enabling it to
take owver the assets of the union.

The decision by the National Industnal Rela-
tioms Court to impose the fine was matched
by the deasion of Liverpool’s 5,000 dackers
on April 10 to continue the blacking of the
Baulsge Firms. The dockers took their dea-
ssoms apainst the advice and wishes of the lo-
) TGWU officials. The Times of Apnrl 11th
reposts Mr. Lew Lloyd, Liverpool distnct
docks secretary of the TGWU as saying, 1
adwised against “blacking’ because of the law
of the land™.

The aim of the fine and the whole action was
made very clear in court. Counsel for Heaton’s
Transport sald: “The bone that the company
has to pick is not with the union as a whole
but with this particular action in the Liver-
pool docks™. What i being attempted is to
force the TGWU lkeadership to police its own
militants.

In line with TUC policy, the TGWU has re-
fused to recognise the National Industrial
Relations Court. However, if it pays the fine
or attempts to foroe the militants to lift the
blacking it will be de facto recognising the
validity of the Court.

It seems unlikely that the Government “ar-
ranged”™ this confrontation at this particular
stage. Just now, in the aftermath of its defeat
#t the hands of the miners, its peneral tactic &
fo g time |t basic strategy m mdustry, of
‘ ﬂ—hal: it ¥ endeavounng

CRUNCH TIME FOR
THE INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS ACT?

as T.& G. defies Industrial Relations Court

drive to increase profit margins so that an in-

vestment boom can be underpinned. However,

the miners’ strike taught the Government that
direct confrontation before the militancy of
the workers had been tamed or eroded is very
risky.

11 it did want to make an example of a sec-
tion of the union movement to compensate
for its humiliation at the hands of the miners
it is unlikely that it would have chosen the
giant TGCWU for the operation. However,

such things do not always go according to plan.
Even the machinery of the Industrial Relations
Act has some small relative autonomy. The
Government, regardless of its general tactic at
this stage, may well have set into motion pro-
oesses il cannot control.

If the bluff of the National Industrial Relations
Court is called, the IRA willbe virtually unviable.
This would be a major defeat for the Govern-
menl, a gigantic loss of face and tremendous
blow to its credibility in the eyes of British

big business. The Economist of Aprl 1, put it
like this: “If the Government itself does not
take early action against a union under the
new Industrial Relations Act, it is likely that
union militants will be encouraged to flour the
act pretty much from the start.” Whitehall has
intimated that it would like such cases “10 be
settled out of court”, The Fconomist added.

An additional reason for the Government not
wanting to have the court’s bluff called is the
effect on the so-called moderate union keaders,
If it can be demonstrated that it is possible for
the Court to be flouted then the last argument
the “moderates™ have for the necessity of re-
gistration and cooperation with the Industrial
Relations Act machinery falls. The stakes on
both sides are very hugh I the Court chimbs
down, the Government's strategy suffers a
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huge set-back. 1f the TGWU pay the fine (even

if by some sophisticated formula) the trade
union chiefs will be exposed as paper tigers, .
and it would be the thin edge of the wedge to
a general acceptance of the Industrial Relations
Act.

With the present mood of the working class
any attempt to impose the fine by the seizure
of the TGWU's property would set the scene
for a really large-scale confrontation, Itis
not only the Government which is afraid of
this outcome—the trade union bureaucrats
have a dread of mass struggles which they
cannot control. Thus a real challenge faces
the whole trade union movement. Revolu-
tionaries must argue that everything must be
done to ensurehat there is no climb down
by the TGWU leadership, and in the event of
the stakes escalating the whole move ment
must be used to force defeat on the Govern-
ment and its Industrial Relations Act. Itis
especially important to ensure that there is
no retreat on the policy of non-recognition
of the court. The one-day strike called by
the Liaison Committee for the Defence of
Trade Unions for May 1st will give a focus of
activity for this policy.

However, much more than a defensive res-
ponse is called for. What is at stake in this
struggle is the right of workers to exert a
veto. Far from retreating on'this issue we
must argue for the right of all workers to take
whatever steps they consider necessary (o stop
redundancies, attacks on working conditions
and increase wages. The rights which the
Liverpool dockers are defending should be
extended to the whole working class and
developed to take in all aspects of the work
siluation.

—Pat Jordan

'LANCASTER-MAKING THE
UNIVERSITIES SAFE FOR BUSINESS

Authorities attempt “final solution’ to radicalism in Lancaster University

Charles Carter, Quaker Vice-Chancelior of
Lancaster University, has explained that the
University is to become the largest centre of
post-graduate business studies in Britam. Tk
University specialises in depart ments serving
the needs of capitalism—* Financial Control’,
‘Operations Research’, ‘Behaviour in Organi-
sations'—several of which have set up privalé
companies with the encouragement of the
University to capitalise on their *skills’,
Through Carter the University is intimately
linked into the international business com-
munity, as a new Lancaster IMG pamphlet
carefully documents (Capitalism and the In-
tegration of Higher Fducation- A Case Study,
available Red Books, 5 p).

However, the provision of a screen of liberal
arts and social science departments to provide
an academic image has brought with it its own
problems. A considerable minority of staff
and a large majority of students have be-
come uneasy at the trend in the University, as
well as generally sympathetic to working class
struggles; and the University, following its
autocratic-manipulative view of the world,
has attributed this unease to a small nucleus
of left wing staff and revolutionary students
who, they think, pull the strings which bring
the passive mass to life.

By eliminating the hard core, and intimidat-
ing the remainder, the administration hopes
1o be able to eliminate the pink taint, which
embarrasses them in their search for ever
closer inlegration into the business communi-
ty. I'he appropriate bludgeon for this task has
been found in the Professor of the English
Department, a burly ex-colonial administra-
tor in the Malayan war, well suited to dealing
with academic terrorists.

I'he campaign began in the early summer with
the demotion of a left wing English lecturer,
David Craig, by his removal from courses he
had designed. Craig, a very popular figure
among students, fought back, gaining the sup-
port of many staff, bul repeated protests

have failed to secure his reinstatement to his
courses. At the same time the university ad-
munistration forced through a disciplinary
code providing them with almost unlimited
powers.

Feeling that the first round had been won, and
still concentrating on the English department,
the administration then moved against three
staff without tenure and gave them (genteely)
the sack. This provoked a much more power-
ful student response in the shape of a massive
boycolt of lectures and seminars, which
spread department by department before the
end of the term until over 2,000 students were
involved (out of nearly 3,000 at the Univer-
sity). Many departments organised alternative
classes (¢.g. Financial Control students or-
ganised seminars on ‘Financial Control in a
non-capitalist society’), and the idea of setting
up a ‘Free University’ began to be discussed,
This could have been a major weapon in the
struggle against the administration, bringing
students from all over Britain and even Europe
to Lancaster during the vacation and providing
the basis for a major defence in the summer
term, but a combination of opposition from
the student union bureaucracy (led by the
C.P.) and confusion among its supporters,
many of whom had utopian ideas about a Free
University continuing indefinitely in an other-
wise capitalist society, led to its defeat at a
mass meeting. (On the credit side, the meet-
ing unanimously voted solidarity with 450
strikers against victimisation at the Heysham
nuclear power station site, and to link the
struggles, a move to which the Strike com-
mittee at the site responded in like manner.)
This defeat, and the total weakness of the
Association of University Teachers, which
called on the students to end their boycott,
gave further confidence to the administration.
Fhey next moved actually to dismiss Craig

al a Senate meeting at which the Professoriat
almost literally bayed for blood, intimating
that the removal of up to 20 staft and 200
students might be acceptable in order to en-

sure ‘peace’ on the campus. The result was a
24-hour occupation by a very large number
of students on the last day of term.

The struggle is by no means over, and further
attempts at victimisation are almost certain
next term. The almosphere on campus is one
of intimidation and fear. At the mass meet-
ing calling the occupation, attended by over
1,000 students, there was hardly any discus-
sion because of fears of victimisation of those
who spoke. Lancaster is very much a test
case. If the administration succeeds in tam-
ing this campus we may be sure that the same
process will be repeated elsewhere. Support
for David Craig and his colleagues in the En-
glish department thus involves something
much more than the defence of four jobs. One
of the forms by which the continuing crisis

of British capitalism is expressed is by a more
repressive atmosphere. The position of the
left in the higher education system is under
heavy attack, as a whole series of cases has
shown. David Craig is a marxist,'but also an
academic with a scholarly reputation that puts
him well within the traditional liberal image of
the bourgeois university. The attempts to re-
move him indicate the degree to which the re-
moulding of the University to serve modemn
industry is destroying that image.

Lancaster IMG members

FOOTNOTE: Since this article was prepared,
the university authorities have asked the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions to prefer charges of
“conspiracy to trespass’” against nine random-
ly selected left wing studeénts. An iron gate has
been erected at the foot of the stairs to the
Administration building and steel doors are
being put on the computer building, where

a glass viewing wall is being bricked in. The
authorities are clearly preparing for what they
regard as a ‘final solution’ to radicalism in
Lancaster University.

The Red Male 17 Anril 1972 Pam &
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MILITANCY GROWS
AMONG BUILD

Since the previous article on the building industry in The Red Mole, 30, there |
A.S.W. has completed its ‘transformation’ into the U.C.A.T.T. A new wages b
demand for £30 for a 35 hour week. The Building Workers’ Charter, the rank
nationally-hand in hand with the expanding T.U. recruitment. Birmingham’s su
sparked a series of struggles in N. Wales, Chester, Wigan, Manchester, Stoke

a new law supposedly against lump labour has come into operation. All these p

The new act is designed 1o cul out & large 1ax
fiddle. It has been estimated that out of a
total labour force of about 1.3 million only
500 000 are on union books. Because the
lump is a tax dodge it is difficult to find out
exactly how many workers are involved, but
the figures for unionisation give some clue
The worker in the union is more likely to be
on an organised site and not on the lump The
terms of the act call for all sub-contractors 1o
register and pay a registration free 10 an ac
countant. All other site workers will have one
third of their total earnings taken back for tax
in the absence of any tax rating and social
security card. To register as a sub-contractor
it is necessary 1o be up 10 date on previous
tax payments. It is unlikely that most lump
workers could get up to date on tax pay-
ments by 5 April; therefore 1o avoid getting
taxed of a third of their income most have
taken up cards. In many cases the larger firms
are telling workers to get union cards. But
still rely on lum

small firms wal p labour 1o

raice a profit, reguinng workers to have re
gistered individually as sub-contractors and
perhaps paying their registration fee. All this
boils down to a sharpening of the tendency
towards a national levelling of conditions of
labour, decreasing the uneven state of the in-
dustry

THE CHANGING BUREAUCRACY
In the building industry—like other industries
rationalisation is a driving force. Besides la-
bour being cut (new building techniques, etc.)
a push for equality of conditions was on the
agenda because of the much greater domin-
ance of a few large firms (Laing, MacAlpine,
Wimpey, etc.). Workers in Stoke could com-
pare conditions, with the same boss, as those
in Merseyside, The regional differences were
being reduced; nevertheless the gulf between
skilled and unskilled is encouraged by wage
differentials and the old system of unions
based on craft divisions. Faced with these
new conditions, it appeared that limited local
struggles were less important as the main sort
of dispute in the industry. The importance of
Birmingham (see The Red Mole,30) lies in its
city-wide fight, and joint site actions. This
growing need for greater national representa-
tion was recognised in the trade unions at
many levels. In a sense the bureaucracy had
never been established in the ASW. in the
same way as in other large unions, because the
struggle in the building industry went along
on the basis of local initiatives.

National needs brought the chance for the
A S.W. leadership to establish its own set of

national policies for the building trades unions.

Centralisation and the growing union member-
ship has given the bureaucracy a base but is
also changing its politics. National leadership,
particularly in the A S.W., were now involved
in some sort of continual confrontation with
the employers, because of the general politi-
cal climate and because they had to have (for
the first time) 2 real set of national goals—
broadly against the employers’ interests.

The bureaucracy is shifting left. This shift is
uneven, and some sections (e.g. local officials
and the General Council) tend to go faster
than others because they have a more imme-
diate contact with the rising militancy and
the growing membership. All these changes
were represented in the old A.S.W. by two

things: firstly the change to becoming the
U.C.A_T.T.. and secondly the wage demand
now being negotiated. (The previous national
agreement was in 1965, and was recognised
as virtually a complete sell-out.) The U.C.A.
T.7. has the same internal structure as the
old A.SW. The top heavy officialdom re-
mains, but its use as the means by which the
bureaucratic policies of the leadership are
‘given’ to the enlarged membership, is lessen-
ing. It is cut off from the rank-and-file needs
and wishes. With the new wave of militancy
this layer is regarded unsympathetically by
the workers. Taking its place are new men,
organising around slogans for a more demo-
cratic union, who are speeding up the nation-
al shift to the left. Some of the regional offi-
cials in Birmingham are an example of this
group. They are represented in the General
Council of the U.C.A.T.T.—who are engaged
in a fight with the Executive Committee bu-
reaucrats over the new rules reducing the
status of the Council. As yet this group’s fu
ture & Dot completely clear, but it must be
said that it is in the best position to make
gains both from the new needs for national

direction and its strong links with the rank-
and-file.

THE CLAIM

As stated, the claim for £30 for a 35 hour
week is part of the changing national scene,
The employers’ latest offer was rejected by
the National Joint Council for the Building
Industry on 8 February. This offer is for
the basic craft rate for a 40 hour week to be
increased by £1.40 from June 1972, and
the labourers’ rate by £1.20 (again an at-
tempt 1o increase the differential). Holiday
stamps to be increased in August 1972, so
that holiday pay would increase. Sick pay
to be increased in June 1972 from 50p to
75p for each day lost. This adds 3% per
cent to craft rates and 3 per cent to labou-
rers’ rates, while the rest of the package re-
presents an offer of about 7% per cent. This
offer is therefore in line with the Govern.
ment’s (pre-miners) wages norm. The em-
ployers have made it clear that they want

to force a new wage structure onto the in-
dustry, embodying grading and job evalua-
tion to replace the present agreement that
ends this June. The claim is important be-
cause (through the efforts of the union)
there is a good chance that the labourers on
unorganised as well as organised sites will re-
ceive a substantial increase in basic rates. Ba-
sic rates are low in theindustry—and the wor-
ker only manages to exist on his bonus. This
gives the employer tremendous power over
him, as anyone who has tried to organise an
overtime ban on a site will explain.

Employers are aware that upping the basic
rates by a large amount will increase the
combativity of large numbers of workers. We
can expect a bitter struggle because of this.
The claim is also a vehicle for the more mi-
litant officials and representatives; theirs is a
key task. They must organise the new ground
swell trade union membership around the
claim, and will use it to seek national office

in the U.C.A.T.T.

THE LUMP

The lump remains an important issue for
U.C.A.T.T. and building worker militants. Des-

j“

Building workers at a Brvants' sice in Birmirgham vote to march through the city in praotest agains

pite the cut back of numbers on the lump,
while any lump labour exists it can only
serve to bring negotiated conditions down. It
will not be easy for lump labour to scab any
longer, but the Industrial Relations Act
protects scabbing anyway. As long as the
lump exists, trade unionists are not secure.
The problem of the new “rash” of sub-con-
tractors, discussed in the interview, is clear,
The new Act gives official status to the old
lump for these people. This group will prob
ably increase the difficulties of organising on
a national scale—acting as a legalised buffer
for the employers. In the long term this issue
could be the central one in any campaign to

democratise the unions in the building indus-
try.

THE CHARTER

Trade union bureaucracy exists because the
rank-and-file leadership are bureaucratic, not
just the hierarchy at the top. The rank-and-
file worker also has bureaucratic ideas about
the function of his trade union, despite his
potential to struggle against it. This idea is
clearly illustrated in the day-to-day practice
of most trade union militants. Specific to
the building industry, the Building Workers*
Charter nevertheless demonstrates this truth.
The Charter is the product of the same con-
ditions that have produced the left shift in the
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e been important developments.

The

le is taking place around the initial

file paper, is increasing its influence
essful struggle against ‘lump labour’ has
id other places. Finally since 5 April,

ts must be examined.

ULC AT T. leadership, at a different level,
The left felt the need for some sort of rank-
and-file platform within the industry with its
own conference, which has been linked from
the outset with a series of successful struggles
in Birmingham, London, Merseyside, Man-
chester and North Wales. The Charter has
developed demands which are the platform of
most militants in the industry. (These were
described in the last article in The Red Mole,
30). Militancy in the rank-and-file, however,
cannot halt the bureaucracy of a union by
itself —and never will be able to, without
changing the conditions in which unions have
to operate. Rank-and-file trade union move-

ments, bke the Charter, show this very clear-
ly—they struggle against the current leader-
ships, but at the same time inevitably provide
an glechion platform for the left bureaucratic
sirata growang up i the regions. Men like
Bert Sewth on the Regional Executive of the
U.CAT.T. hawe no difficulty in supporting
the Charter. Rank-and-file militancy does
not mevitably mean a conflict with union bu-
reaucrats but, # handled correctly, can often be
a product of thes mitiatives. This does not stop
the Charter from hawang 3 larger potential than
a mere election platform. It certainly repre-
sents the wishes of building worker militants,
unites them and gwes them a public face.

The Charter, then, represents two things, not
by any means m conflict with one another
First, it is 3 genuine grass-roots movement

for muistancy, but secondly the only way it
can express thes melitancy n the urson s
through support for 2 left buresucracy. its
struggle for democracy within the union is
real enough and it deserves full support from
any building worker for this. However, the
Charter cannot come to grips with the real
reasons for bureaucracy, without chalienging
the gap between politics and day-to-day
militancy. The nature, then, of the trade
umon bureaucracy in the buiiding industry
{and other mndustries) is such that they can
live with, and indeed sincerely support and
encourage trade-union militancy in certain
arcumstances.

FUTURE OF THE CHARTER

Broadly the tendencies outlined will continue
There remains, however, the problem of how
revolutionaries must work within the build-
ing trade. The first point is that our work
beginswith and revolves around the Building
Workers” Charter. Wherever we could we have
set up “Charter Groups” around the demands
i the paper. In such groups we are trying to
develop a tendency representing the rank-and
file movement, but also moving away from
total dependence solely on the demands of
the Charter. In this way we can try to dis-
tinguish the movement from left office seek-
ers. Practically, this means presenting de-
mands of more than just greater militancy—
gemands which introduce the idea of the poli-
tics of trade union struggle. These centre
around the platform of workers’ control as a
day-to-day issue. This means working within
Charter for the addition of certain demands,
for instance, raising the issue of the union’s
night to stop job loss. This would involve
more than a campaign for five days work for
five days pay, but also link up with the issue
of decentralisation. By raising these points
we can show that building workers bear no
responsibility for how the bosses run their in-
dustry, and should accept none. The Charter
conference of April 29th in Birmingham pro-
mises 1o be the biggest rank-and-file confer-
ence ever held in the building industry, And
it will be the best opportunity yet to present
the above ideas in an organised way.

—Paul Smith
Glossary:
ASW.: Amalgamated Society of Wood-
workers,

U.C.A.T.T.: Union of Construction and Al-
lied Technical Trades.

What is the present situation in the build-
ing trade here?

S. ~Well, there were no organised sites till
Iwo years ago. The men are now organising.
But there is no tradition here—no tradition

of militancy like Merseyside. Preston is still
targely unorganised—1'd say about half the
sites are organised. By organised, | mean they
have recognised shop stewards.

What about “lump’ labour?

S. ~There is ‘lump’ labour in the town. The
sile Opposite us was ‘lump’. We put pressure
on, and the organiser called round. Now it’s
soctal security cards in. But they are still re-
ceiving their wages with no wage slips—the
Organiser is going to sort that out. ‘Lump’

15 mainly with private developments and in
the suburbs.

J. —Some of these sites are fairly large, about
200 to 300 houses.

S. With the *finishing’ of lump, | can see two
things. First, everybody will now be sub-
contractors. They will register as that.

J. - You can get cards to exempt you until
1976. | know blokes who have already done
this by paying a fee to register.

S. ~But the “labour only™ merchants will
curry on. They have no office or business, and
don’t supply materials—all they supply is la-
bour. They will still get their cut. This is
nothing but “glonfied™ lump. The men will
face cards in, plus a tiered system of profits,
as the labour only merchants will take their
margin of profits as their ‘wages’. Second,
many of the men on lump will join the union.
Many are behind in their tax and cannot re-

gister,

J. 1 can see an increase in sub-contracting,
like in brickworking and steel fixing. Then
you are working side by side, but are paid by
different employers. With the Industrial Re-
fations Act outlawing sympathy strikes, this
could mean trouble.

~What are the unions like in the town?

S. — They are in no way militant in this area.
But there are signs that this is coming to an

The following interview with two IMG militants
in the building trade in Preston underlines the
points brought out in the article, i.e., the growth
in union membership and militancy, and the
difficulties that the ‘lump’

poses to that growth.

end-—at least on the larger sites. And especial-
ly as many have worked in Merseyside—they
come back with some militancy in them, The
two main labourers’ unions are U.C.A.T.T.
and T.G.W.U.The T. & G. have over 110 build-
ing workers but they are hedging on setting
up a separate branch. They are putting off
the militants all the time. The U.C.A.T.T. are
no better. My branch—it’s a labourers’ branch
shows what the area is like. If you get ten
men that pay their subs regular, you're lucky.

—How strong is Charter in the area?

S. —Preston Charter was set up in February.
Nationally, Charter is usually organised on the
bigger sites. Here we have two large sites, and
men from both sites are in Charter. There is
a good potential for Charter as there are new
city developments coming up.

J. —So far, we've invited speakers up from
Merseyside and Manchester. We sell 200 Char-
fers an issue, and have got a local bulletin going.
The two sites S. was talking about participated
in the recent Manchester march and token
strike. Both sites stopped for half a day and
about 60 men went down to the march.

S. —The potential for Charter is good but it
will be difficult. For example, most blokes
are not even in the union when they come on
the job. They are not even at the stage where
they can see the failing of the union and be
able to support Charter. They don’t know
what it's supposed to be doing.

~What do you think of U.C.A.T.T.’s pay
demand?

S. —The official demand is £30 for 35 hours
The Charter’s demand is £35 for 35 hours.

It seems to me the union has picked on what
the Charter is selling. The union is now show-
ing some signs of militancy. For example,
one regional councillor is now supporting
Charter.

Martin Doyle
Paul Smith
Steve Donnahay
John Riley

-

oL

FPart of the march against the ‘lump’ in Birmingham last year

mingham.

building workers welcome,

BUILDING- WORKERS’ CHARTER

THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Saturday 29 April, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Mayfair Suite, Smallbrook Ringway, Bir-

Delegates to be welcomed by Ken Barlow, Midlands regional secretary of UCA.T.T. All

.



Wounded soldier it

VIETNAM

carricd away a3 South Vicrmemese foroes retreat.

Socialism or barbarism

The fierce battles now erupling in Vietnam
cotild provide the final curtain in the charade
of *Vietnamisation®, Thieu's puppet regame 1s
spbitting apart at the seams under the
Bammenng it is receiving, and remains held
together only by the massive U.S. air
support flying in from Laos, Guam, Thailand
and the Seventh Fleet

What happened with *Vietnamisation’ and
the rapid reduction in the number of U.S
gound troops was simply that computers
moved in as the troops moved oul. Aulo-
matic warfare has taken over Lhe battiefields,
terning South l_nt ,\xm inlo the largest 'test

mange” in the history of the world. A quarter
of 3 million square miles where U S
sultaram expenments on malbons of human
ot g

Im 1968 the US. forces began the wholesale
destruction of the Vietnamese environment.
T'ea milhon bombs dropped on southern
Vietaam, mcluding the monster “daisy

catter’ {2 bomb of record dimensions which
gestroys all life, human, animal and plant, in
an area of 770 acres). Over 15 million gallons
of defoliant, the US. Engineering Command
with its gant bulldozers and tractors cleanng
forests at an infernal rate. The result of ths
destruction is not only to “rob the NLF of
gower” . but also that the cleared areas are
taken over by bamboo, the topsoil is lost,
and the arca rapidly degenerates into a dust-
bowl

free fire zone

T'he essential procedure is to declare a wide
grea a ““free fire zone™ where all people are
automatically assumed to be the “enemy”
and where every man, woman and child is
fair game for all the horrors of technological
warfare, The area is saturated with a2 network
of sensors of various kinds which can detect
relevant sounds such as the human voice,
tremors such as those caused by footsteps,
Lthe heat given out by the human body, etc..,
there is even a ‘people sniffer’ sensitive to
minute quantities of ammonia which can
detect human perspiration at a considerable
distance. The signals from the sensors are
picked up by an automatic pilotless plane
which re-transmits the information to two
IBM 360-65 computers in the Nakhom
Phanom base in Thailand. The computer may
explode mines on the ground or else activate
a strike from an airbase where the plane is
given the course automatically and the bombs
released automatically, At present up to 600
airstrikes a day are being ordered.

new weapons

The new anti-personnel weapons developed
over the past few years are diabolical in
design. Those we know about include: -

1. The spherical ‘guava’ bomb weighing
slightly under one pound contains 300 balls.
These are not effective against military
installations but are deadly against people.
The balls are ejected at high velocity and
pierce the flesh, perforate the organs and
badly mutilate the victims. It is often imposs-
ible to take all the pellets out of the body.

| lus bomb is not primarnily designed to kill
but rather to mjure a large number of people
50 as o remove them from the processes of
production and defence, as well as generally
lowering the morale of the population.
2. Shrapnel Balls are shells fired by | 55mm
and 203mm cannon. When they explode
these shells shoot out about 100 small balls,
cach ball bounces off the ground and ex plodes
at a height of five feet, projecting hundreds
of sharp fragments towards the neck, head
and chest.
3. The dum-dum bullet, banned by the Hague
Convention and never used against the
fascist forces - ““1oo inhuman'' - reappears as

‘L'}mm shell fired from aircraft, exploding

r it strikes the victim.

B Ihc Diagoa Tooth Mine, a very Light
device with a small but very powerful charge
and a2 minute detonator, and a small plastic
wing; it 1s carried by the wind like the seed of
the sycamore tree.
5. The Gravel Mine is a small {lat three inch
syuare of brightly coloured cloth, which can
be mistaken for a folded handkerchief or
wound dressing, containing about 20 grammes
of explosives. It also contains plastic pellets
which fragment on explosion and may be the
source of the plastic fragments reported by
Vietnamese doctors which are virtually
undetectable by X-rays,
6. The ‘Smartie” bomb, a small brightly
coloured ball which explodes when activated
by the heat of the human hand.
These last two appear to have been designed
with children in mind. Bnghtly coloured
balls are unlikely to be collected by aduits,
and the cloth squares have been found sewn
up as doll's dresses.

Yet the continuing struggle by the people of
Vietnam against US. impenalist aggression
shows that the future of mankind - socialism
or barbarism - will be decided not primarily
by technology or weaponry but by the will ol
the people and their tenacity and purpose in
struggle.

british complicity

In addition to the British Government’s diplo-
matic and quasi-military support for the U.S.
in Vietnam more than 40 British firms have or

have had contracts with the U.S. Defence Dept.

Exact details are hard to obtain, and the re-
search contracts with universities virtually im-
possible to determine, but the following firms
are known:- Westland Aircraft— Sioux heli-
copters; British Hovercraft— river patrol air-
craft; Bristol Siddeley - barbed wire; Hawker
Siddeley - jet planes: Short Bros- Skyvan air-
craft; Martin Baker— ejector seats; Decca Navi-
gation— helicopter guidarice systems; Rolls
Royce and General Electric— engines and com-
puter equipment.

END BRITISH COMPLICITY!

WITHDRAW ALL U.S. FORCES FROM

S.E. ASIA-NOW!

SOLIDARITY WITH THE REVOLUTION-
ARY STRUGGLE OF THE INDOCHINESE
MASSES!

VICTORY TO THE VIETNAMESE REVO-
LUTION!

J. Peters

ARGENTINA

Increasing support for armed
struggle in working class

Sallustro, enemy of the Argentinian people,
is dead. The manager of the Argentinian sub-
sidiary of FIAT was captured on 21 March by
the ERP (People’s Revolutionary Army), six
months after he had brought in State police
to occupy the factory, arrest trade union
leaders and impose sufficient terror to sack
over 250 men. The ERP hearing convicted
him of this, of conniving in the assassination
of 3 Peronist guerrillas, and of monopoly
operations to the detriment of the Argenti-
nian nation. This was not the first time the
ERP had intervened decisively in FIAT since
it was founded by the PRT !ashort18 months
ago: last February Cordoba units occupied
and disarmed the intérnal police post of the
plant there to enable a factory meeting to be
held.

Sallustro was now condemned to death, but
his reprieve was offered if certain demands
were fulfilled: the bourgeois press here has
most emphasised the demands for the release
of 50 ERP comrades, and for § 1 million
from FIAT in the form of clothing and equip-
ment for Argentinian schoolchildren, bearing
revolutionary messages from the ERP. In
addition, though, the ERP demanded the re-
lease of the imprisoned FIAT trade unionists,
and the reinstatement of the total of some
S00 men sacked in recent months. In their
communiques, widely published in the press,
the ERP denounced the repression by the
military regime, the severity of the emergency
courts, and the holding and torturing of hun-
dreds of political prisoners. Sallustro was
shot only when the intransigence of the La-
nusse regime prevented concession of the de-
mands.

The significance of the action is the greater
because it comes at a time when the reformist
leadership of the working class is exposing its
bankruptcy to more and more workers, so

that there is increasing support in the organ-
ised working class itself for uncompromising
forms of strugele for socialism and national
Liberation. The Lanusse military regume is

faced by an acute aggravation of the economic
crisis—in recent months there has been 50 per
cent inflation, and unemployment is soarmg
This increases Lanusse’s difficulties in engi-
neering the facade of ‘democratic’ elections
planned for March next year. Already the
CGT, the main frade union federation, has
been forced to call one 48-hour general strike
against the regime (29 February-1 March).
Even such action, the bureaucracy's forced
response o the spontaneous movement of the
working class, has brought it into conflict with
the Peronist leadership. Shortly afterwards
Peron himself wrote from Madnd to the CGT,
urging it to suspend demonstrations against the
military government for now. The 2-day strike
he said, had been inopportune: “*The time is
not ripe for actions which could lead to viol-

ence and risk endangering our main objectives™.

Peron is, of course, manoeuvring for a “peace-
ful’ return to power (for his appointed suc-
cessors if not for himseif) through the 1973
elections. To do this he of course has to ac-
cept the military’s terms for the elections. In
February he hastily retracted an attack he
had made on the army in an article, for which
it was suing him. His attempts to cool down
the militancy of his popular support are part
of the same process: but in fact for the first
time since he went into exile they are begin-
ning to allienate important sections of his
support. The Peronism of the Argentinian
Trade Union movement stems from the period
of the late “40s and early *SOswhen the Peron-
ist regime and the Argentinian industrialists

relied on mass support against the landowners
and British imperialism, and the working class
was able to make very substantial economic
and organisational gains. In the presenl crisis
of imperialism and of the Argentinian economy
such a situation is unrepeatable. This is be-
coming apparent to the left wing elements.

of Peronism as they see Peron manoeuvring

for power.

If Peron has some problems with the CGT
bureaucracy, the militants at the base and
the Peronist guerrilla forces are much further
outside his grasp—many of the latter have
now dropped the slogan ‘Peron will be back’.
Despite some initial confusion when elections
were first announced, the Peronist armed
turces (Montaneros and other groupings) have
reformed for joint action, and accepted a line
similar to that of the ERP and PRT: if there
is a possibility of ‘democratic’ elections and
the mood in the mass of the working class
makeés it possible to use this, there will be in-
tervention by the forces which stand for the
armed struggle for national liberation; if not,
there will be active boycott.

As struggles arise which the regime is forced
to suppress, the latter eventuality becomes in-
creasingly-likely: and as Peron engages more
closely in negotiations with the regime (though
a last minute retreat should not be ruled out),
the logic of workers® struggles is to break with
the illusions of Peronism. The conjunction of
events of the past few weeks demonstrates

the importance of the intervention of the re-
volutionary armed forces in this process. Be-
cause of the nature of the ERP demands in the
Sallustro case, and their denunciation of the
repression which the trade unions and refor-
mist parties had been unable to challenge by
purely verbal protest, it was difficult even for
the bureaucracy of the labour movement to
denounce the kidnapping.

Very shortly after the expiry of the Sallustro
ultimatum, in Easter week, the events of Men-
doza demonstrated on!:e :pia the md of the

agamst rising electricity prices and WO

The events also demonstrate the widening pp
between the spontaneous activity of the work-
ing class and the reformist leadership, The res-
ponse to the shootings by the working class was
an immediate political strike against police re-
pression, with sympathetic actions starting up
in the rest of the country. When the CGT gave
official backing to the strike and the funeral
demonstrations, the Lanusse regime immediate-
ly froze all trade union funds. The response of
the CGT, after anxious all-night consultations,
was to back down and reverse their decisions.

The present situation, then, offers the possi-
bility of a great advance in the armed struggle
in the working class and the Argentinian masses,
and in the building of a revolutionary army.

The process is the more urgent as the situation |
in Chile draws nearer to confrontation: a con-
frontation in which the counterrevolutionary
regimes of Brazil, Bolivia and Argentina would |
undoubtedly be all too ready to intervene, A |
leadership of the armed struggle in Argentina
with a base in the working class and the masses, |
and an international consciousness, will have an |
important role to play in the next stage of the
continental war.

— LW,

|. Revolutionary Workers Party, Argentinian Se
of the Fourth Intemational.

Part of the base of Gio-Lingh, eaptured by the liberation forces.




Despite the fact that Justioe Scarman’s Report
was signed on 4th February 1972, two months
Later it is above all appropnate 10 the present
conjuncture of British imperialism’sstrategy in
Ircland. l1s subject is the history of the awvil
disturbances in the nocth of Ireland 1n 1969
which exploded in Derry in August and resul-
ted in the large scale deployment of the Bn-
tish army to keep "law and order” on the
streets. In accordance with ruling class histo
nographical tradition it is essenlially prag-
matic and ideclogcal. “The facts’ appear
sacrosanct, but are garnished according to

the needs of the moment. This 1s evident
from its main lines of argument and conciu-
sons. It is designed 1o pleasc everyone and
blame no-one who is part of the presest at-
tempt 10 nch towards the poltical settiement
that Heath hopes will emerge evestumlly from
the recent ‘initiatives’. [hes Lhe smddie class
Catholic leaders are exoncrated - the SDLP
completely, while the Civil Rights movement
g=ts off with a reprimand - from any senous
responsibility for the wolence. Naturally
enough, ‘extremists’ and socuabsts like Ber-
padette Devhn kave Btttk to commend them
1o Scarman as they are clearly oulside the
consensus that the Hon. Justice wishes (o
encourage.

The role of the police is at once obscured by
the verbosity of the ourrstive, and by euphe-
mustic descriptions of extremely concrete
events. The musrderous rampages of the po-
Boe and ‘UVF style mobs—an “unhappy af-
fair” — are regarded as incidental, the “ex-
cess™ of an individual or an “error™ of judge-
ment. One such “error™ of the RUC officers
during August ‘69 was that in nearly every
case of indiscriminate shooting by the Ulster
Special Constabulary they had directly con-
travened offical police orders that the B's
were not to carry fire arms on riot control
duty.

When you add up all these apparently isola-
ted cases of flouling osders and breaches of
disaphine by the police, their generality ra-
ther than their episodic nature becomes ap-
parent. The relationshup between the pobor
and the Protestast mobs o sodarly dea?
ok il » boiliy ssecied o Uhe tegmsarg
of e svpues thaw ~ e gemecyl cper o 3
leRcE coegETatang wEl Prodesians
to srtach Carhobc peopie n devosd of
_ substance, and we reject it utterly ™. But as
ne reads the report of each town and ina-
deni once agan, in nearly every case of major
daturbance the report rewveal the Protestys!
g bekand the RUC LSO & 1he grerts

Ths o =t the cme only =2 Doy and Bod ast
whuwn ¢ s abeady wel raa®iohed 1kl the
Prtesas swdn comtaned wid 130 potx o
wwd mm=aits s »vl B taion charges petrol
bemieng. burmag 2. The pvcfore u nmu-
e o ssmll towes.  The cxample of Dun-
e wil suffice 1a dealing with the rela-
S Setween the police and the Protest-
SRS Bhees it quotes the evidence of Coua-
M Landale faced with a “‘Protestant
S gty mood™: “With great luck I got
S Sesed snd got them to follow me into
= Spseen. | shouted “Back to the Square
e el | cam towards them and to my

St they turned and they followed me™.

TRt mob had good reason to think
S e Bmapector would not lead them astray,
SRS arler 25 the report is forced to show,
B BOE bt opened fire on an unarmed crowd
SRS Imjuring three of them. Landale's
ISRy femonsirates very well the relation-
SN SR #amted between the police and Pro-
SENRREE ot Scarman, instead of referring

28 B swlienor points to examples of palice
s 20 amite with the Protestant mobs
anlesen sestraining them from attacking
Cathoba

The posst Bowever is not that the police alk
WS Saged the mobs gn or only sometimes,
or the ssponty of the time—although it is
ceriaen Ehat restraint by the police against the
Profestasts was the exception rather than the
rule. The central explanation lies in & realm
winech Scarman does not touch on at all

the commmon position of the police and the
Protestast mob. This was not only a common
hatred for the Catholics as such, but a position
of defesce of the statelet of Northern Ireland
itself, andl the various social and political pn-
vileges tiss endowed on the Protestants. Thus
the bulk of Scarman is devoted to obscuring
this pobtical reality under a mountain of de-
tail about what is largely ‘keeping up appear-
ances’ by the RUC establishment. The study
of the 1969 events is made in a complete
social and political vacuum, Rarely are the
fundamental differences in aspiration of the
religiously divided people raised and newer as
a contextual basis for understanding events,
Absolutely no light is shed on the social grie-
vances that bie behind the Catholic resistance
to the armed bodies of the Orange statelet.

The Scarman report on “Violence and Civil Disturbance in Northern Ireland
in 1969° has just been published. Its consensus-type approach ties in
very well with the present “initiatives’.

SCARMAN

TRIBUNAL
REPORTS

However, none of these things make the report-

politically significant, and it has rightly been
given little notice in the bourgeois press. It
merely confirms accepted government and
middle class opinion rather than suggests any
initiative. Howewver, one lesson that emerges
from the report is worth repeating, mainly be-
cause it is 3 lesson for some of the left, who
during those days in the middle of August
1969 abandoned fundamental anti-imperialist
positions and joined in the chorus of approval
for the intervention of the imperialist army.

It is ciear from the report that troops were deli-

berately kept out of the streets until after the

USC had been ket off the leash for a time. The

troops were thos 1o appear as the saviours of
the Catholics from 2 massive pogrom. This

was the deliberate policy of the Wilson gover-

ment, to make the troops more credible as a
‘peace keeping” force. Thus, far from being
responsible for stopping the threatening build
up of armed attacks on the Catholics it was
the British government itself and Wilson in
particular that must largely bear the respon-
sibility for unkeashing these forces.

—~Ben Joseph

An RUC mun, with helmet and shield, warches a fire at the Bogside barricades in 1969

APPEAL FROM
LONG KESH

Comrada, bhur chairde,

We, the Martn O'Leary Republican Club,
Cage 3, Long Kesh Concentration Camp,
wish to appealto our fellow-socialists
through the column of your paper.

Our appeal is for socialist literature of any
shape or sort, books, pamphlets or periodi-
cals or even records of working-class songs
and music.

We are determined to educate ourselves in
Socialism, despite the efforts of the Camp-
apparal to preven! us, indeed, Lo prevent us,
it seems from learning anything other than
to loathe this gray monstrosity.

Despite Mr Heath’s neatly packed “initiatives’
(?) we feel that anyone with even a lukewarm
attitude 1o socialism nced not be in any

greal hurry to pack their bags.

You wall realise that at this time many peo-
ple, specially in the ghettos, will be inclined
to drop their guard. Stormont has disap-
peared, but, of course, all the other evils will
remain. ;

I'he establishment is depending on this cu-
phoria to put the lower orders in their places
again, and socialist counter-propaganda 1s ur-
gently necessary, 1o expose the realities of
this situation.

Aonthaighthe,

Scan Mag Shamhrain L. K, 250,
Hut 22,
Cage 3,
Long Kesh Concentration Camp.

P.S. Please ask your readers 1o send their gifts
to us through the Central Citizens Defence
Commiltee at 39, Falls Road, Belfast 12,

MANCHESTER ISC

Dear Comrades,

L am writing on behalf of the Manchester Branch of
the International Marxist Group to dissociate us from
the letter purporting to deal with Manchester 1.5.C..
and particularly the role of 1.S.. that appeared in The
Red Mole of 13 March 72 (No. 38).

“wow oud opsnson n that Uhe sole of LS., m chation "o
sobdanty activity m Manchester with the Insh natin-
al iberation struggle, has been extremely bad. But s
faults are not those ascribed to it by your corres-
pondent. Vorexample. it is not true that LS. as an
ong@anisation ever ook part in LS.C. Jt is not true thy
any agreement wilth them was reached to use both
Victory to the IRA" and "l'or 2 32-County Workers
Repubbc’. For our part, we consider the latter sloga :
o be 3 cop-out from the preeot concrete tasks faceie
revolatonancs 10 Britain, and we would not have ac
crpted sach an “azrcement’, We do, of course, abide
by 2 rode according to which Manchester 1L.S.C. has
sdopicd the sdogan ‘I'or 3 Workers Republic’. But
that slogan was proposed by Workers Light, and we
both spoke and voted against its adoption.

Your correspondent is also wrong to claim that the
Socalist Women's Action Group' had affiliated.
There i no such organisation. The Women’s Action
Group beld 3 meeting with an LS.C, speaker shortly
after the Derry killings. There 1s no such organisation
& the "Gay Action Group®, and contrary to vour cor-
respondent’s suggestion neither the Gay Liberation
Front nor the College of Commerce Students 'nion
bad affiliated. The Socialist Socety at the latter insti-
talxon has done so.

Ihos there would have been no need for the national
organiation of 1.S. to worry about one of its branches
using the *Victory to the IRA’ slogan. Nor did LS.
keave LS.C. after an A.1 L. was set up: their real crime
was that (during the weck after Derry) they decvided
to st up an A LL. with Clann and Sinn I“¢in, and not
to support LS.C. This decision was taken at an open
LS. mecting (in the case of the Manchester branch of
1.5.), against strong opposition from individual mems-
bers of LS. Characteristically, 1S, did not see fit Lo
enlorce the line of conduct which it had decided on,
but chose to let those of its members who wished to
continue to work in 1.S.C.

From the above yccount it can be seen that the

letter you published previously was almost total-

ly inaccurate. Such errors in fact, make it more
difficult to cxplain to LS. members what is, in
practice, really wrong with the activity of their
organisation.

Fraternally,

G. Llliot
p.p. Manchester IMG.

We have received a letter from Gerry Doher-
ty of Clann na hEireann, about the article
‘IS Hypocrisy in Glasgow’ in The Red Mole
38. Due to lack of space we have had to
hold over this letter to our next issue, where
it will be published together with a reply by
Bob Purdie.

~Editor

the
PLOUGH

Published by the Revolutionary Marxist Group,
Irish supporters of the Fourth International.

News, discussion and analysis of the current
situation in Ireland with historical articles on
the Irish working class and national liberation
movement. Also includes features and reports
on the international struggle against capitalism.

For a subscription to THE PLOUGH fill in the
form below.

Please send me THE PLOUGH for the next
3/6/12 months, | enclose—

E..ooiiiiiinnnsininiennas Icheque/P.O.)
o A LT BT G

THE PLOUGH, 58 North Great Charles Street,
Dublin, Ireland.

SUBS:
& 3 months 21p.
Ireland/Britain 6 months 42p.
1 year 84p.

Asia/Africa/Australia/N. & S. America

Avrmanl:
Ordinary!

£2.50 (per yesr)
£1.50 (per vear)

Western Europe: £1.00 (per year)

IRISH SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN
Public Meeting

Speakers: Bob Purdie on ‘The Aims of 1.8§.C.’
Gerry Lawless on ‘The Current
Situation’.

Thursday 20 April, 7.30 p.m. at the Irish

Centre, Murray Street, off Camden Road

(nearest tube Camden Town).
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BUILDING THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL IN BRITAIN

The following article is part of the Tasks and Perspectives document submit-
ted by the Tendency, a minority of the International Marxist Group, for dis-
cussion at the May, 1972 National Conference of the IMG. The Tendency
rejects the general line of the main document submitted by the National Com-
mittee of the IMG to the conference, a compressed version of which appeared
as the four page special supplement of the 30 March, 1972 issue of The Red
Mole. The amount of space allocated to the Tendency only permits the pre-
sentation in a condensed form of the main tasks which the IMG would under-
take if the Fendency became the leadership of the IMG. The sections of the
document giving an entire analysis of the current situation in Britain and the
generalisation of the method used in the analysis and the formulation of the
tasks have had to be omitted from the article.

We hope readers will discuss this article and comment on it. All those in
general agreement with the ideas expressed are invited to write (o the IMG
for details of the IMG conference. Visitors to the conference will be able to

obtain the complete documentation.

THE TASKS OF THE IMG

Qur central responsbility in the coming period is
the development of 3 mais campagn = defence of
the nght of the lnd people to self-determmmation.

Given the objective openings and the sute of our
forces, mayor cfforts must be made in our student
work and in the development of 2 mass achon
abortion-contrace ption campaign as the central
focus of our work in the women's liberation move-
ment.

We have few forces in the labour movement but the
peceptivity to our ideas is increasing and the oppor-
ranity 1o sttract 3 small but important number of
militants to us is the greatest it has ever been in the
hastory of the IMG. We should take advantage of
every opening we have in the hbour movement (o
pot forward our fundamental politscal programme
around which a class struggle keft wing will be built.

We must restructure 3 flamework to carry oul mobi-
Gsations in defence of the Vietaamese revolution.

VIETNAM SOLIDARITY

It is as important now as ever for Trotskyusts to
shoulder their responsibilitics in defence of the
Vietnamese revolation, The capaaity to defend the
Vetnamese revolution remains a revealing test for
&l those who conuder themselves internationalists
and revolutionanes

The most effective strategy for mobilising broad sup-
port in defence of the Vietnamese revolution is
through the building of 2 non-exclusionary united
fromt solidanty sction campaign around the central
dcmands of mmediate withdrawal of Amencan
wwavps sad materal 4l an ond 10 Bnlsk comph-
aty. This s based on our fundamental panaple of
unconditional support to the night of the Vietnamew
people to sclf-determination. The mitiative taken m
Glasgow by the April 22 Indo-Chins Committee to
otganise an action on April 22 in response 1o the
internatsonal call of the Amencan ant-war move-
ment should be emulated. It is an indication of
what could be done in major cities throughout the
country if the solidarity appeal of the Fourth Inter-
national was responded to with initiative on our part.

FOR A MASS SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN
ON IRELAND

The building of a mass campaign in solidanty with
the Irish struggle for scif-determination is the key
task before us. It should be the central axis of our
work in the coming period. Such 2 campaign must
be on-going, have a mass-action perspective and
make concrele demands on the British povernment.
The principled baus of all our activity, as revolu-
tionaries within the impenalist oppressor, is uncon-
ditional support of the right of seif-determination
of the Lrish people. It involves building a united
front type mass action oriented coalition of all or-
ganisations and individuals prepared to work for the
following demands: (1) Withdraw British Troops
Now; (2) End Internment: (3) Release all Political
Prisoners. The key demand is Withdraw British
Troops Now.

The objective situation makes it possible for a mass
campaign to be built with sufficient power to force
the government to withdraw its troops from lreland.
This would mean a gigantic step forward for the Irish
peope in their struggle for self-determination and
change the balance of forces in the class struggle in
Britain. Trotskyists should therefore be active in

the Anti-Intemment League, helping to build it and
giving leadership to the efforts to tum it into a pdwer-
ful united front type organisation fighting for and
able to win the above three demands. Our goal isan
action coalition based on non-exclusion, oriented to-
ward mass mobilisation, imposing no restrictions on
the banners carnied by participants in the actions.

We must make every effort to convince the united
front coalition of its responsibility to propagandise
and agitate amongst the British troops on the fight
of the Irish people to self-determination and draw
them toward the mass movement of solidanty. We
must also do this work in our own name. This is
the application of a revolutionary socialist policy
towards the British troops being used in Ireland.

Failure to do these things will mean that the cam-
paign in solidarity with the Irish struggle will be
diverted into the dead ends of reformism or ultra-
leftism. We should propose this perspective to the
members of the Irnsh Solidarity Campaign and move
the dissolution of this group. We
should present our full analysis of the Irish revo-
lution under our OWN Name in OUr Own paper.

This is a necessary principled component of our
responsibility to the Irish revolutionaries and the Bri-
tish working class.

THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

The pesmanent threat of larpe scale unemployment
ond rampant evflabion are symptoms of decaying
capnalium. Froductvity deals, factory mergers and
closures, laws redtricting the independence of the
trade andons, end incomes polices are all weapons
of e rulngchessthat the workers confront more and
more.

The muling class has deaded that a conflrontation with
labour s an economic and political necessity. Massive
defenuive struggics will have to be waged by the labour
and trade unjon movement to win decent living and
wyrking conditions and the right to a job. The de-
mand for & didieg sosle of howrs - for the work week
to be reduced in propostion to the work available
with no reduction in pay -along with the slogan for
an extensive and bold pubbc works programme, is
fundamental in the fight for jobs for all with the con-
tinual threat of increasing ugem ployment.

With the increasing cost of limng, the trade unions
must demand collective agreements which guarantee
automatic wage increases—a sliding scale of wages—
geared to the real rise in the cost of living. This is the
key demand in e fight for protection of income
under the permanent inflation of capitalism and is
always advanced as & complement to, not a substi-
tute for, demands for periodic increases of wages
with no strings attached. The populansation and
sensitive application of the transitional demand for

a sliding scale of hours and wages must be at the cen-
tre of our propzganda and agitation in the labour
movement. No ceiling on wage increases. Capitalism,
notl the worken, causes inflation,

When the capitalists argue thai the economic situation
cnmot pasdify mags mcreascs and beticr working con-
ditions, the workers must demand on end (0 bustress
secrets and that rke books be opened, thereby pos-
ing the question of who actually controls and owns
industry. The workers or the bosses? In the face of
factory closures, we must aim to win the labour and
trade union movement to demand nationalisation
under workers control. To defeat the industrial rela-
tions act and the strategy —which the ruling class must
try to implement in this epoch—of integrating the
trade unions into the state apparatus, we must take
up and fight for the slogans: Hands Off the Trade
Unions, Repeal the Industrial Relations Act. For the
Independence of the Trade Unions.

It is in the process of directly fighting the ruling class
for demands such as these that workers will come into
conflict with burcaucratic miskeaders and build a new
and revolutionary leadership in the labour movement.
Thus, the fight for rank and file democracy is insepa-
rable from the fight for a class struggle line.

We must explain the need for the trade unions to sup-
port the progressive struggles which are taking place
as part of the deepening radicalisation and arc helping
set the example of independent mass extra-parliament-
ary action against all forms of capitalist oppression -
full support to the campaign to gei the Bntish troops
out of lreland, to the student struggles, to the action
of the women's and Black liberation movements,
against British complicity in the impedalist war in
Vietnam.

Qur teachers caucus is almost as large as all our other
union caucuses combined. Our teacher commades
should utilise the trade union avenues open to them
to popularise and promote our fundamental transi-
tional programme for the creation of a class struggle
left wing in the unions. This can be a valuable testing
ground for the concretisation of our slogans and a
transmission belt to other industries where we as yet
have no significant forces.

At this stage in the development of the class struggle
and given our relatively small number of cadres, we
should not see the Claimants Unions as major work
areas or take responsibility for organising them. Where
there are unemployed comrades in areas where viable
CU’s exist, and it doesn’t cut across our priority cam-
paigns, we may decide to participate in them. If we
do so, our main responsibility is to fight for the CU’s
to become affiliated to the organised trade union
movement, and for unemployed workers to remain or
become union members with full rights. We must
raise the key transitional demands, especially the
sliding scale of hours and wages and a massive public
works programme. We must fight to orient the CU’s
toward independent mass actions to win these de-
mands and force the trade union movement to use its
power to organise the unemployed.

These are the next steps in our battle to propagandis
on and agitate for a class struggle left wing in the
trade unions, the first step towards their transforma-
tion into revolutionary instruments of struggle by
and for the working masses.

LABOUR PARTY

Without a clear understanding of the dynamics of
the relationships between the trade unions, the
working class and the Labour Party, a Leninist
orientation able 1o win the leadership of the prole-
taniat, is impossible, ‘We must clearly understand
that the lovalty of the working class to the Labour
Party represents both the strengths and gains as
well as the limitations of the working class move-
ment. The loyalty of the working class to the
Labour Party represents a gain in working class
consclousness, 8 recognition of the necessity of the
workers having their own party independent of the
capitalist parties. Working class loyalty to the
Labour Party indicates that the workers understand
that their problems cannot be solved solely at the
factory or local lesel At the same time loyalty to
the Labour Party i an indication that the working
class has not come to the realisation that policies of
class collaboration cannol answer their pressing
problems. The working class will only break with
policies of class collaboration and their class-colla-
borationist leaderihips in the process of struggle
for the realisation of demands which the capitalist
class and its state —regardless of government—will
not grant.

In the next general election, when the electoral
choice before the workers is that of Tories or La-
bour, we must be unconditionally for the defeat
of the Tores and for the retum of Labour. The
three major ways in which we intervene should be:

1) Te ssy unequivocally that we are for returning
Labour o power and at the same time put forward
our senes of class strugele demands which will offer
the workers a programme of struggle —not class col-
laboration and dependence on parliamentary re-
formism.

2) To struggle against the Labour Party bureau-
cracy we call:

(a) for the Labour government to carry out
Labour Party conference decisions.

(b) for the recall of any MP who fails to carry
out these policies.

(¢) for an end to all bans and proscriptions—
freedom for organised political groupings.

3) To look for openings to enable us to enter the
clectoral arena. We should put our own candidates
forward in selective safe Tory constituencies that
will get our ideas and organisation maximum publi-
city (e.g Tariq Ali against Enoch Powell). The pur-
posc would te 10 make use of the >

thus afforded us to put forward our ideas and popu-  tion moveme
programme to and " '

larise our transitional prog
possibly millions of workers.

It is impossible to transform the Labour Party into
a revolutionary instrument. The palicy outlined
above is part of the strategy necessary to win the
allegiance of the workers in order to construct a
mass Leninist party. Itisa key component of the
Leninist strategy of party building.

The problem of the Labour Party has confounded
the British communist movement since its formatiun.
Despite the fact that Lenin explained this problem
half a century ago, the British Trotskyist movement
has never surmounted the twin emors of ultra-left
abstention on one side and opportunist adaptation
to Labour reformism on the other. While there are,
at this time, no general openings for meaningful re-
volutionary work in constituency Labour Parties,

it should be the norm for commdes working in in-
dustry to be a delegate from his'or her Trade Union
branch to the appropriate.constituency Labour Party.

STUDENT MOVEMENT

The key conjunctural task before the radicalised
students is to continue and extend the fight against
the Tory attack on the autonomy of the student
unions. At the same time the sympathy of the
students for the miners strike, and to the Irish strug-
gle, shows that we must be alert to link up any ma-
jor eruption in the class struggle with the student
movement. The National Union of Students has
become the main arena for the discussion of con-
tending ideas and political programmes for advanc-
ing student struggles and relating them to struggles
in other sectors of society. We should organise a
class struggle wing of the NUS, projecting a pro-
gramme to mobilise the students in independent
mass actions to win their demands, and organising
to draw support from and extend support to other
sectors of the population also engaged in struggle.

To take full advantage of the opportunities created
by the new upsurge in student struggle which has
brought many new forces into action dunng the
last year, a Trotskyist youth organisation must be
built. Its main task would be to put forward de-
mands and develop campaigns which would deepen
and broaden the youth radicalisation. Its main con-
centration in the next period would be on the stu-
dents. Such an organisation would be in political
solidarity with the Fourth International and its
British section while being organisationally indepen
dent. It would be actively invoived in struggles
around specific student issues and seek to link these
struggles with broader social questions through

the strategy of the Red University —i.c., to tum

the universities into ideological and organisational
centres for anti-capitalist strugples.

A Trotskyist youth organisation would be in the
forefront of building a mass campaign in solidarity
with the Irish struggle for self-determination, It
would mobilisc womens liberation activists to help

build a massive abortion action campaign. It would
help to build and lead campaigns around anti-imper-
ialist struggles such as Vietnam and Rhodesia, and
on issues relating to Black liberation. Such a youth
organisation would provide radicalising youth with
a basic Marxist education. It would discuss the
problems confronting youth and work out what to
do about them. In this way youth will be educated
in our political ideas and organisational concepts,
and trained to intervene in and give leadership in all
class struggle campaigns. In this way many new
young cadres essential to the building of the revolu-
tionary party, will be recruited to the section.

WOMEN’S LIBERATION

The initial components of a programme for women's
liberation have emerged around several key demands
including:

1) Free, safe abortion on demand without forced
sterilisation;

2) Free, safe contraception for every woman;

3) 24-hour child care facilities;

4) Equal pay for equal work;

5) Equaljob and educational opportunities.

Trotskyists are duty bound to support all struggles
of the oppressed for their liberation. This means
that we give support for the demands of the Women's
Liberation movement, are active in it, give it revolu-
tionary leadership and help to develop a programme
of democratic demands and transitional demands
which will bring millions of women into struggle for
their liberation. The struggle for women’s liberation
has a revolutionary dynamic because of the nature of
women's oppression and the potential for mobilising
masses of women in struggle against the ruling class
and its government. The Women's Abortion and
Contraception Campaign (WACC) has the greatest
possibilities for mobilising women in the coming peri-
od, and we should see the WACC as the key campaign
of the women’s liberation movement and actively
involve ourselves in it.

This does not mean we would work exclusively in
this campaign. We would actively support particular
struggles or actions which women organise to fight
their exploitation and oppression.

We consider Socialist Woman Groups to be sectarian
and would propose that the SWGs orientate towards
participating in and helping to build a mass action
orientated WACC. Qur perspectives would be to
merge the SWGs into this campaign. Women mem-

trying to e British

section of the Fourth International. We would pub-
lish our full analysis on women’s liberation under
our own name in our weekly paper.

BLACK LIBERATION

The IMG must solidarise itself with the anti-racialist
and Black nationalist struggles taking place. Through
our paper, meetings, etc., we must explain the op-
pression of Blacks as Blacks, the character of their
struggle as an independent form of the class struggle,
the explosive character this gives to their struggles as
workers, and the vanguard roles their struggles play in
the fight against reaction.

An important educational task we have is to make
available to as many black militants as possible the
Marxist analysis of Black nationalism, made by the
Socialist Workers Party. The writings of Leon Trotsky,
George Breitman and Malcolm X especially would
help fill an important vacuum in understanding that
exists on the British left. They would help lay the
groundwork for the basic analysis we must make of
the complicated racial-national class struggles of the
immigrant and British born Black population.

We must defend the right of the oppressed Blacks to
organise along whatever lines they think necessary
just as we must give full support to their struggles,for
emancipation and liberation, however limited these
struggles might be. Where possible we must involve
ourselves in and help build defence organisations for
victimised Blacks (for example, Davis, Soledad, the
Mangrove trial) and find out more about the existing
defence committees and militant organisations of the
Black community.

In addition we must intervene in the campaigns againi
the racist government of Rhodesia and South Africa |
and the complicity of the British ruling class in main-
taining them. In the process we will learn from the
experiences of the nationalist struggles and win valu-
able Black militants to Trotskyism.

WEEKLY PAPER AND INTER-
CONTINENTAL PRESS

A weekly paper, the essential political organiser of
any serious marxist organisation is now possible given
our resources and size. |t must explain and promote
the political line and _ tasks as outlined
in this resolution and the fundamental Tendency do-
cuments.

At the same fime we must write for and increase the
circulation of Intercontinental Press—the English
language weekly joumal which reflects the viewpoint
of the Fourth Intemnational.
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.m of concepts is, of course, unavoidable

for those who adopt the state capitalist posi-
tion no matter how astute their analysis on
other matters. Fortunately however Mattick
confines his confusions on this matterto a
few pages only and itisnot necessary to re-
gard his book as a signilicant contribution
to the Kidron/Harman position.

P. Kneafsey
FOOTNOTE
Economists may find the book somewhat vague and

~ wordy on certain topics—there is a complete absence

of diagrams and formulas. Students of economics, in
particular, will find it useful to read Lawrance Klein
(Effective Demand and Emplovment, J.P.E,, April
1947), Fan-Hung (Kevies and Marx on Capital Ac-
cumulation, R.E.S., Oct. 1939) and S. Tsuru (Post
Keynesian Economics) for background theory. Final-
ly economies can be made by joining the Merlin Book
Club which permits one to purchase the book for C1

Gus Fagan, 116 Summertown House, Ban-

"bury Road, Oxford. Tel. 0865-57883.

Or Bob Purdie, 182 Pentonville Road,

London N.1. Tel. 01-278-2616. #
MILLINGFORDS STRIKE

Ashton near Wigan
‘I'his small Engineering Factory has been
on strike for 36 weeks. There will be a
solidarity
DEMONSTRATION

on Sat, 22 April, 10.30 a.m.

Arrangements are being made to take
people from Manchester and Liverpool.
Contact 061-224-8292 or 061-226-2664
(Flats 5 or 6) for details.

q.l]“ 411 PV Xk

lNTERNATIO’!I@l MARXIST GROUP
(British Section of the Fourth International)

Name:
Address:

Occupation:
Age:
Place of Work:

182, Pentonville Road. London N.1.
Please put me in touch with IMG militants in my area.

North London Red Circle meers every

Tuesday at 8.30 p.m. to discuss revolu-
tionary politics. All welcome.

General Picton Pub, Caledonian Road,

(nr. Kings Cross Station) N.1.

X

GLASGOWRED CIRCLE

Weekly Discussion Group for Revolution-
ary Socialists — Thursdays at 7.30 p.m.

lona Community Centre, 214 Clyde Str.

News and analysis fast!! Facts at your fingert
Airmeiled from New York, mailed first class
London. (U.K. only), 13 issues £2, 26 issues £4,
52 issues £8.

From Pathfinder Press, 28 Poland Street,
London W1V 3DB.
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finder Press).
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182 Pentonville Road, London N. 1.
01-837 9987

PLEASE SEND ME THE RED MOLE
FOR THE NEXT 6/12 MONTHS. |
ENCLOSE CHEQUE/P.0./CASH FOR
£1.50/£3.

NAME

ADDRESS

NOTTING HILL RED CIRCLE
Meels every Monday night at 7.45 p.n. in the

Britannia pub meeting room, Clarendon Road
(near Ladbroke Grove tube). Buses 52.7,15.

All Welcome.
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LONDON N.1, 01-837 6954.
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