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A state of siege in South Ar-
magh was declared by Harold
Wilson in the House of Com-
mons on Monday. There is
no other way to describe the
invasion of the area by 600
extra troops and the Special
Air Services.

Ireland has seen the operations
of the SAS since 1970. Aden and
Dhofar, in the Middle East, have
also suffered the attention of these
cold blooded killers, whose special-
ity is the secret assassination and
torture of those fighting against
imperialism. Gerry Fitt of the Soc-
ial Democratic & Labour Party,
scab though he is, rightly compar-
ed their role with that of the CIA.
The crack force of the British Army
has never acted to keep the peace,
but only to bring a hail of blood and
terror to long-suffering populations.

Cooperation between Wilson and
the Southern Irish Government, to
coordinate action north and south
of the border, has now been achiev-
ed. A curtain of steel has been low-
ered around South Armagh. The in-
stitution of computer-coordinated
screening, house to house searches
and interrogation (i.e. torture),
means that the truce has now been
broken off by the Labour Govern-
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ment. The ‘truce’ was meant to
soften anti-imperialist resistance.
Its calling off indicates the next
stage of the Government’s strategy,

Wilson was followed by Merlyn
Rees, Secretary of State for North-
ern Ireland, who rejected the open
hand-over to Orangeism proposed
by the Loyalist dominated Conven-

tion. Instead he put forward the
involvement of the treacherous
SDLP in a fake ‘power-sharing’ ex-
ercise. The Labour Government

aims to achieve political stabilisation
as the back drop to naked repression

of the anti-Unionist population,
whom Fitt and his kind claim to
represent.

PRICE 10p
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Unfortunately, despite the fact
that the full responsibility for the
repression in Ireland lies with the
British Government, there is no
doubt that the actions of the ‘South
Armagh Republican Action Force’—
which culminated in the assassina-
tion of ten Protestant workers in
retaliation for the murder of five
Catholics—have aided Rees in his
campaign to smear Republicans and
all those fighting against imperial-
ism as ‘gangsters’.

Rees’s slander aims to conceal
the real facts of the situation. The
murders in South Armagh have been
blown up by the media, blurring the
fact that for every one Protestant
death, three Catholics have died. The
Labour Government is using the
latest deaths to justify the sending of
of the SAS which, in its turn, is a
sop to the Loyalists. These are the
bankrupt policies of the Labour
Government.

The continued involvement of
Britain in Ireland will never be a
solution but simply the cause of
more problems for the Irish people.
That is why every militant must
campaign for the immediate with-
drawal of the SAS and of all Brit-
ish troops from Ireland.

STEVE CANNON

British troops are only in Ireland to protect British imperialist in-

terests. This is the source of all Ireland’s problems. The Six Coun-
ty statelet was artificially established to protect these interests.

in pursuit of these interests, British troops have for the past six

years terrorised and brutalised the nationalist minority in the Six
Counties. Hundreds have been interned in concentration camps,
thousands put behind bars, and still others shot down. The only
peace that the troops can bring to Ireland is the peace of the grave-

the troops prop up a sectarian system which keeps Catholic workers

as second class citizens. Protestant workers are won to the sectarian
system by caste privileges granted through Loyalist control of the sec-
tarian statelet in jobs, houses and welfare benefits. The rate of un-
employment amongst Catholics in Derry and parts of Belfast is over

the propping up of the artificial Six County statelet by the troops

only serves to reinforce the idea that Loyalist Protestant workers can
best rasolve their problems at the expense of the Catholic workers.
The troops give confidence to the Loyalist workers that the most back-
ward demands of the United Ulster Unionist Council (UUUC) for
the restoration of all their privileges can be won. The presence of
the troops perpetuates the divisions of the Irish working class.
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in pursuit of their reactionary attempts to subdue the Catholic work-

ing class, the British army gives cover to the Loyalist terror gangs
who openly boast of murdering Catholics. The British army does

its best to smash up the attempts by the Catholics to defend them-

Britain out
of Ireland!

All out for
February 1st demo!
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selves, leaving Catholic workers prey to sectarian attacks.

Ireland is a laboratory for the development of repressive techniques
(counter-insurgency methods, torture, ‘riot’ control, rubber bullets,
gas, joint army-police actions). These technigues are being developed
for use against the British working class itself. Joint army-police
manoeuvres at Heathrow, the invasion of small towns by the army
‘practising’, and the intervention of troops in the Glasgow dustcart
drivers’ strike are small indications of what is in store for British
workers based on the experience gained in Ireland.

the toleration of this situation in the Six Counties by British work-
ers makes them vulnerable to the attacks of the ruling class in this
country. The Prevention of Terrorism Action introduced by Jenkins
last year shows how police state laws can be introduced in this coun-
try for later use against British workers. As the strength of the trade
unions prevents them from defeating the working class at the level

of the economic struggle, the capitalist class will turn more and more to
using issues like Ireland to split the labour movement and prepare
the ground for future defeats.

7 wvictory for the army will be a massive boost for the worst enemies
of the working class in this country. The success of the struggle of
the nationalist population so far in the Six Counties has divided the
ruling class and prevented them from single-mindedly concentrating
their attention on defeating British workers, The defeat for the
ruling class which the removal of British troops from lreland would
signify would be a big boost for workers’ struggles in this country.
The nationalist struggle in Ireland and the struggle to defend living
standards in this country are inextriczl ly intertwined.

~ TROOPS OUT NOW
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2 Steel

The

Battle

in Steel

It isn’t often that the bosses demand that their workers sacrifice
everything in one go. But that’s what happened in the steel in-
dustry last week. The British Steel Curpuratmn demanded that
the steel unions give up weekend working, give up their guaran-
teed weekly wage agreement (which gives half of the 220,000
steel workers 80 per cent of earnings when there is short-time
working), pledge to accept 44,000 redundancies in two years,
pledge to end unofficial strikes, and agree to the ‘temporary’
closure of old and inefficient plants!

When the bosses demand total
wder, they usually expect to
up with a partial surrender.
is what the leadership of
| workers is prepared to
he BSC has

stgpoliate nghl nOw
was Logoed, 2 4
cual” strikes and occupations of steel
plants in Corby, Port Talbot and
elsewhere, to back-off on the week-
y wage agreement — if the leader-
ship of the Iron & Steel Trades Con-
federation will give away everything
else. The question which steel work-
ers must consider carefully is: what
are the real plans of the British

Steel Corporation?

, s of “unafi
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“Temporary’

The ISTC leadership likes to
create the impression that the prob-
lem with BSC is merely a cash cris-
is and high imports of foreign steel.
Of course, if you’re trying to tell
your membership that the ‘tempor-
ary’ closure of old steel plants is no
cause for alarm, you've got to create
some pretty big illusions!

A cash crisis does exist in BSC,
and British steel is being undercut
by imports. But these are only sym-
ptoms, not the disease. The crisis
in the steel industry is a structural
one. Notice of this was first given
in 1967 with the Benson Report,
and warnings since then have includ-
ed one by the IMG in its 1972 pam-
phlet, Steel, The Coming Redundan-
cies and How to Fight Them.

The IMG pamphlet.was based on
2 BSC internal document which fell
mio the hands of rank and file steel
woekers. The conclusion which em-
erped from this was that: ‘Of the
30 or so major steelmaking plants in
England and Scotland, the British
Steel Corporation intends to con-
centrate production on five.’

Integrated

The big five — Scunthorpe, Lack-
enby/Redcar (Teesside), Ravens-
craig (Glasgow), Port Talbot (Swan-
sea) and Llanwern (Newport) —
are fully integrated steelmaking and
steel-rolling plants, built adjacent

modern iron-ore ports, and using
the modern ‘oxygen’ rather than the

_.h.au.d coal-burning ‘open hearth’
methods of producing steel from

by DAVE BAILEY

‘These big five will account for
or 28 million tons of com-
n steel by 1977, with the c
of thc last bng open hearth plams at
Corby and Shotton .. .. By
this date it is intendcd that virtuaily
all other steelmaking plants will
cease production.” The pamphlet
also calculated that between 1972
and 1977, the closures (e.g. Ebbw
Vale, West Hartlepool, Clydeside,
Clydebndge Dalzell, Glengarnock,
Shotton and Corby) and associated
cutbacks could involve the loss of
as many as 80,000 jobs.

Although the timing may change,
there is no reason to assume that the
strategy has changed. Eleven thous-
and jobs went last year alone, and
now Bob Scholey, BSC chief exec-
utive, is insisting on a further 40,000
redundancies in the next two years
“‘for starters’.

The strategy of concentrating
production on the big five was ad-
vised by Benson ten years ago, and
it was with this in mind that Wilson
nationalised the steel industry in
1967. The aim was to prepare a
big productivity offensive — while
the average American steel plant
produced 210 tons per man year
in 1967, and the average Japanese
plant 250 tons p.m.y, the average
British plant produced only a measly
90 tons p.m.y.

some 27

osure

Astonishing

The reason for this astonishing
discrepancy had nothing to do with
British workers ‘working less hard’
or unofficial strikes. It lay in the
fact that the British steel industry
failed to adopt the oxygen steel-
making methods after the last War.
Instead the private owners clung to
the outdated open hearth. To
change would have cost them as
much as £4,000 million. And with
collapsing profits, only the State
could spend this kind of money. So
this is the step the BSC was born
to take.

When BSC demand a redundancy
target based on ‘an annual output
per man of the Corporation’s most
modern plants’ ( Financial Times,

9 January), that is 500 tons per man
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year; and when they speak of using
the current economies only to close
down the old plants ‘temporarily’,

put sections of them ‘in moth balls’

PORT TALBOT

Port Talbot steel works closed at Z p.m.
last Saturday laying off 9,000 workers,
In a series of mass meetings ISTC mem-
bers overwhelmingly rejected appeals to
return to work from the local executive,
backed up by area officials and nation-
al executive members.

The strike involves 1,200 workers,
500 staff members of the Abbey Mill
branch and 700 from Abbey No. 4
branch. They are fighting against BSC's
attempts to cut Sunday premium time
working and chop the guaranteed work-
ing week. These two measures would
involve big wage cuts for steel workers.

Bill Sirs has now been given two
weeks off from negotiations with BSC
to regain control of the situation in
South Wales and the rest of the country.
The two week break follows a statement
from Sirs saying, ‘BSC have come a con-
siderable way to meeting our position’.

But BSC chief executive Scholey has
no such illusions. ‘We have withdrawn

We have simply restated our objectives
u'l different terms.”
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nothing on the question of redundancies.

Production at a plant using

and so on, steel workers have every
cause for alarm. The current off-
ensive by BSC is designed to lay the
basis for a massive attack on steel
workers. For the same reason, the
present struggles must lay the basis
for a fight back which will allow
steel workers to weather the storm
of technical change without loss of
earnings, conditions and organisation-
al strength.

The IMG pamphlet argues that
there is an effective way of doing
this: “This is that when the work-
load contracts (whether by reces-
sion or technical change), the con-
tracted workload should be shared
by the same number of men with
no loss of pay — resulting of course
in a shorter working week. The
most effective way to present this
idea is the demand for a sliding
scale of hours with no loss of pay.’

Work-sharing

In other words, the work should
be shared without any loss of aver-
age earnings. A fight for this dem-
and would unite all steelworkers,
overcome sectional conflicts, and
avoid tying up the struggle in sec-
ondary wrangles about whether
this or that plant closes down.

Of course, the IMG has put for-
ward this policy in almost every
section of industry facing wide-

"~ BSC boss Sir Monty Finniston Ia down the line . . . .. to union ‘leader’ Bill Sirs

spread lay-offs. In steel. however,
workers have already partly estab-
lished the basic principle of work-
sharing without loss of pay. This is
embodied in the guaranteed working
week agreement — precisely the
agreement that the BSC wants to
scrap in order to make run-downs

of plants ecasier.

No redundancies

Although this agreement only
covers half the workers, and gives
only 80 per cent protection fo
earnings, nonetheless it is a step
towards the idea that when produc-
tion falls the workers should not
suffer, because it is not they who
are to blame for the crisis in the
steel industry. This agreement
must be defended tooth and nail
against attacks by BSC. But instead
of defending it at the price of tying
the workers’ hands behind their
backs, it must be combined with a
fight to extend this agreement into
a means of protecting all steel work-
ers against redundancy.

Such a fight would not only be
an alternative to redundancies in
steel, it would be an example to
all other workers who are faced
with similar problems right across
the grim landscape of the decaying
and crumbling shells of British
industry.

The IMG pamphlet — written
three years ago, it is a proph-
etic warning of plans to close
down dozens of steel plants.
Contains ‘The Confidential
Report’ — an internal docu- -
ment of the British Steel Cor-
poration. Available price 23p
(inc. p&p) from Red Books,
97 Caledonian Road, London

N.T.
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ISTC - the

bureaucrats’union

The explosive situation in the steel
industry has once again highlighted
the scabbing role of the leaders of
the Iron & Steel Trades Confeder-
ation. STEVE VOKES, a militant
of the International Marxist Group
and Chairman of the Bar/Strip

Mill Branch of the ISTC at GKN
Cardiff, told Red Weekly how the
major steel union came to play

this role.
‘ Fhac beaianh koo amd Sioch and Ksndrod
Trados Assocalson

was lormocd [hroush

e ISTCan
formeriy Known,
the fusion of 14 or so crall unions in
1919, Until last year there was never an
official strike, the only exception being
the General Strike  and even this was

opposed by a section of the burcaucracy.
I'hiroughout the 19205 branches of
BISAKTA were dissolved and militants
eapelled in South Wales for supporting
the Minority Movement
I'he General Sceretary ol the union
until - April last year was Sir Dai Davies
a “distinction” bestowed on him in
1973 “for services Lo trade unionism’ by
that well known labour leader Fdward
Heath. The ISTC has always been on the
extreme right wing ol the Labour Party
One of their two sponsored MPs was
ieht-winger Fddie Griftiths, MP for
ShelTickl Brightside until he was thrown
\ mstituency party and replac
v Joan Mavnand
I casons for the backwardness of
ST ok . of the steel in-
or-
i
L]
.
3 S— fom 1 - Rt
s =n " i of B Raddiy tu Lol
gmery = a0 srSoecl B P whEown o Y

Buse sl b bong, Booy e sason ofl-
b arc poarly 2w s somwor men Jeter-

mincd to protect thesr relatvely prvicas
position.

The rule book of the union s iIncred-
ibly autocratic. Under Rule 4, Clause 3
‘no member, branch or official except
the Exceutive Council shall have power
to order or sanction any strike or stop-
page of work or any act which might be
deemed unfair industrial practice’. And
just in case anyone tries, Rule 4, Clause
15 empowers the Excecutive Council to
‘suspend, terminate or close down any
branch or branches where it shall in its
absolute discretion consider that such
transfer, suspension or closing down

shall be necessary or expedient in the
interests of the Confederation’.

Finally, the whole disputes machinery
in the industry leads to collaboration
with management. If a dispute arises on
the shop-floor, first the branch officials
are involved. If it looks explosive, then
the full-time officials quickly come in

and the branch - which 1s the ba

anisation in the steel indus-

pLu

decision

MmN
Not surprringly these ‘neutral’
commiliocs always rcach a2 compromise

b the belicf that bosses and work-

o have 2 common micrest at heart. So
the ISTC s incapable of fighting ,
for its members.

‘Any fight back 1s a fight
back against Wilson and
his policies’

1. ROY MORGAN. EEPTU
Convenor. Whiteheads Works,
Newporl.

Q. How did Whiteheads workers
respond to the attempted cuts in

weekend working?

A. BSC said we wouldn’t get pawd for
Sunday. All the lads turned up for work.
Production workers and craftsmen, we
were solid — one hundred per cent. We
had discussions on the cuts and that sort
of thing, as there was no work,

Q. What about the union leadership’s

attitude to the cuts?

A. They are generals up at the top. They
forget that they are supposed to represent
our interests, Instead they represent the
interests of Wilson and the capitalists.
They act as referees whose job is to get
BSC off the hook.

Q. Could you be a bit more specific?
A. On Sunday all the lads, and I'm not
talking only of the stewards now, felt

that there had to be national action, The
National Craftsmen’s Coordinating Com-
mittee hasn’t said a word. |t could have
called for a national conference as a
springboard to action, bringing the exec-
utive to account. Also there is no dis-
trict leadership with fighting policies.

Q. Why is a national response neces-
sary?

A. Because it's the only way to combat
BSC's divide-and-rule tactics. They al-
ways play off one plant against another,
one group of workers against each other.
One week it's Ebbw Vale for the chop,
then Shotton, threats to Port Talbot,

and so it goes on,

A real leadership would offer a nation-
al response.. The TUC and the Trade
Union Steel Committee should be recal-
led. The problem is that the leadership is

tied to the social contract and the Labour
Government,

Q. What policies have these leaders
put forward: and what is the Gov-
ernment trying to do?

A. The Government wants increased pro-
ductivity from a massively reduced work-
force. Hence the massive redundancies,
The ISTC leadership offer voluntary red-
undancies and the policing of the BSC’s
strategy.

I'm completely opposed to voluntary
redundancies. It's a job gone and it splits
the workers, They divide the stronger
plants like Lianwern from the weaker
plants like Whiteheads.,

Q. What do you think of the policy
put forward in the Morning Star by

the Communist Party?

A. They argue that BSC can be made
‘profitable’. This is claptrap. Anyone
can see that East Moors (Cardiff) is old
and ‘unprofitable’. The real question is
defence of jobs, not doing the capitalists’
job for them,

Q. What do you think of the dem-
and for work-sharing with no loss
of pay?

A. This has been tried by the union |ead-
ership — but their version was work-shar-
ing with pay cuts. Work-sharing yes, but
with no loss of pay. |'ve no opposition
to a shorter working week — have you?
Any fight back is a fight back against
Wilson and his policies.

2. NOEL DAVIES, T&GWU
crane driver, Ebbw Vale,

Q. What happened last Sunday (4
January) over the cuts in weekend
working?

A. The management tried to send the

lads home. But they staged a sit-in. We
stand to lose £20 if weekend working
goes, |f the guaranteed working week
goes we will be on short time,

Q. Were there any mass meetings

on the Sunday?

A. There's never any mass meetings here.
The rank and file are always in the dark.
There should be mass meetings of all
workers here to thrash out a real policy.
People should be involved, otherwise
they get fed up.

Q. What do you think of the BSC

proposals?

A. In the end they will ciobber the steel
workers, and this will particularly affect
Ebbw Vale. Redundancies are the main
thing.

Q. How will this affect Ebbw?

A. Well, it's the bottom end which will
go. The tinplate will stay. In the hot
mill they're already working week on,
week off.

Q. What do you think of the union

leadership’s role?

A. As soon as the lads at Port Talbot
came out, Sirs should have called a na-
tional strike. There should have been a
national conference of shop stewards to
work out action in detail. But the un-
jon leadership won't do this. They are
tied to the Government.

That's the problem. They won't take
on the Government — instead they carry
out its policies. Everyone here is waiting
for a lead, but it's not come. That's why
the TUC should be recalled.

Q. What do you think of Michael
Foot’s attitude?

A. Foot is carrying out redundancies

in his own constituency. He is a disgust-
ing sell-out merchant. He should be for-
ced to go. Any fight against redundan-
cies is a fight against Foot.

INJEDICUS

Fighting Unemployment

The fight for the right to work received a hard knock with
the recent events at Chrysler. But the workers at Port Talbot,
by defying the sell-out line of their national executive, have
taken up the gauntlet thrown down by the British Steel Cor-
poration on behalf of the Labour Government.

In this grave situation the working class movement must support
every fight back which takes a clear stand against the unemployment
policies of the Wilson Government — no matter what differences exist
on the policies, they have to be fought for. For this reason the Inter-
national Marxist Group will be organising support for two activities in
the comung months

1. RIGHT TO WORK MARCH

The first of these is the Right to Work March organised by the Rank
and File Co-ordinating Committee, an organisation dominated by the
International Socialists. While supporting the march, the IMG will be
organising not on the basis of the policy of the march organisers, which
merely protests about growing unemployment, but on the basis of the
measures necessary to smash unemployment: work-sharing with no loss
of pay, nationalisation without compensation of firms creating redun-
dancies, and workers control over production.

This means campaigning for a recall TUC to break with the policies
of the Labour Government and fight for the removal of the Wilson
Healey leadership of the Labour Party. In this respect we welcome the
decision of the 200,000 strong Civil and Public Services Association o
organise 30 rallies of their members to demand a recall TUC to discuss
the ‘anti-inflationary policy’ of the Government. The IMG will &5 S
demanding that Labour MPs support the Right to Work March & Ses
intend their words about ‘the tragedy of unemployment’ to be frass
lated into even the most minimal action against the policies of S5
Government.

2. LABOUR MOVEMENT ASSEMBLY

The IMG will be fighting for the same policy at the Lalaus S
ment Assembly on unemployment at Central Hall, Westamsates S
Saturday 27 March. This has been called by the No. § DRSS &8 S
Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineering Usiomss fafsas sspes
sents more than 200,000 workers in the Loncon meghom i Sii & S
campaigned for in the pages of the Communist Farti's juges S
Morning Star. Southall AUEW district commities Sis slsnaily ssiin £
factory meetings to elect delegates to the Assembiy — & call vt
should be extended to every area so that all workers can Sebate S
policies necessary to crush unemployment.

At the Assembly the IMG will also fight against the kind of policies
which turned the Liaison Committee for the Defence of Trade Unions,
originaily set up to combat the last Labour Gorer—=m={'s 2L e
progemain. mio 3PSl Uy of e Urade mtaoe Domdecracy. Thas
=il Tt (OSSIILTY ATV CooCeplaonn (832 e mlereils of e woriung
ciass c3= Sw sebordizated 1o 13w Commonant Party s reformnt and
wctarnas schemes of forpmg affance with the trade unson and Labour
Telts’

The address of the Right to Work Campaign is= 46 Prince George Road, London N16.
Credentials for the Labour Movement Assembly can be obtained from Mr Bill
McLaughlin, No. 8 District CSEU, 28 Denmark Street, London WC2.

Labour and Scotland

The 13—11 vote of the executive of the Labour Party in Scotland to reject
a meeting with the supporters of the newly formed Scottish Labour Party
is yet another example of the bureaucratic and suicidal policies being pur-
sued by the leaders of the labour movement in Scotland.

Already the right-wing policies of the Labour Government and of the
Labour Party in Scotland threaten to throw politically confused workers

into supporting the reactionary Scottich Nationalist Party. The bureauéra-
tic threats to exclude supporters cf the Scottish Labour Party from the
national Labour Party now open the way to even greater losses. Instead of
this wretched bureaucratism,the Labour Party in Scotland should be def-
ending the right of every socialist who pays the political levy to the Lab-
our Party, including the supporters of the Scottish Labour Party and the

Communist Party and revolutionary left, to be in the Labour Party.

As for the SLP itself, revolutionary socialists should be clear on its char-
acter. There is no doubt that its founding circle, Jim Sillars and his sup-
porters, are hardened social democrats. The SLP has no programme qual-
itatively distinet from that of the left of the Labour Party. Nor does “na-
tionalism’ provide any solution for the working class in Scotland. It is quite
possible that some of its founders will eventually end up in the SNP.

At the same time, however, the right-wing policies of the Labour Goy-
ernment and of the Labour Party in Scotland mean that the SLP will pro-
bably attract a number of militants genuinely seeking an alternative to the
rotten policies of Wilson. It is the task of revolutionary socialists to app-
roach these workers both to be in a position to influence those seeking
class struggle alternatives, and to show them a path to tackle in practice
the problems confronting the working class.

This means fighting for the militants in the SLP to adopt three steps for-
ward:

— to demand not a programme of generalities or nationalism but a clear
programme of action capable of tackling the problems confronting the
working class;

— for full democracy inside the SLP so that all views of the workers move-
ment — reformist and revolutionary — can be put forward;

— that the SLP should not at present leave the Labour Party but should
fight for the right to organise as an open part of the Labour Party and
for the right of other trends in the workers movement to be affiliated
to the Labour Party.

These positions have to be fought for both at the SLP founding confer-
ence and in its development.
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4 Car industry

1o press).

Parsons has reason to be worried.

The recent Transport & General

‘'orkers Union 5/293 Branch
elections virtually wiped out
Parsons’ puppets and replaced them
with militants prepared to defend
workers’ interests. In particular
Alan Thomett (the so-called *“Mole’),
a member of the Workers Socialist
League and steward in the trans-
port department, won the Branch
Chairmanship.

The Organiser, the Cowley bull-
etin of the International Marxist
Group (the other organisation Par-
sons hates most) pointed out that
this was ‘a big step forward’ for the
workers in the plant. It went on:

"— Leyland are upset, because they know

they will face a fighting branch determin-

ed to oppose the Ryder attacks at every

turn;

— The trade union officials are upset —

they know they will no longer have faith-

ful servants to assist them in their sell-

out plans over Ryder;

— The press is upset — screaming head-

lines as they try once again to start a

witch-hunt;

— Parsons is upset — the very branch he

created in order to make his betrayals

easier has been won by the militants.
With all these wel!-known enemies

of the workers upset, the branch el=c-

twons can only be seen as a success!”

So where did Parsons turn for
support? Not to his alleged hundreds
of supporters in the factory, but to
the management — which says it
will refuse to recognise Thomett if
he is elected as a deputy senior
steward — and to the capitalist press.
Without even consulting his own
stewards he called in the press and
television to his front room and
painted a lurid picture of Cowley as
‘a beehive of extremist activity’.
Such is the belief of this ‘moderate’
in ‘democracy’.

-WHA

ANGOLA —an eyewitness report by Tany Hodges at
London Socialist Forum, Tuesday 20 January, 7.30pm,
#t Conway Hall, Red Lion Square (Holbarn tubel.
FOR CHEAP, religble |BM typesetting with fast turn-
around, phone Stephanie on B37 6954,
BENGALI FRIENDS in Europe and elsewhere, for
Sengali books and ‘Srani-Dal-Biplab’ {Fourth Internat-
paper) contact: Bengali, c/o Internationalen,
Box 3274, 10365 Stockholm, Sweden,
DEFEND THE RIGHT TO WORK badges—17p inc.
postage from: Jo-Ann, 87 Caledonian Road, London
%.1. Bulk rates on enquiry 101-278 8526].
BIRMINGHAM Campaign Against the Cuts—open
forum, Saturday 17 Jan, 10.30 at Aston Univarsity.
BREAK ALL LINKS with Chile! Demonstration, Sat
24 Jan, sssemble Vietoria Square, 11.30am. Spsakers
nciude Tom Litterick MP, Joan Jara, Wendy Tyndall.
Organised by Birmingham CSC.
AD HOC COMMITTEE to mobilise for 25 Jan demo

» solidarity with Indian political prisoners meets every
Frigay &t 7pm at 22 Boundary Road, London NWS.
MOTOR INDUSTRY—Institute for Workers Control
conference, Sat 31 Jan, starts 10.15am at AUEW
House, Smallbrook Ringway, Birmingham.
WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER Campaign national
cofifarence, 10/11 April in Coventry. Open to all bod-
# supporting the campaign, Discussion gf perspectives,
smendments to Charter, structures. Credentials from

te Lowther Hill, London SE23 1PZ.

Photos: ANDREW WIARD (Report)

Alan Thornett was singled out for
special treatment. Eighteen months
age, Thornett lost his deputy senior
stewards’ post following an orchest-
rated victimisation campaign by man-
agement, the TGWU leadership, and
a press witch-hunt. This campaign
was initiated by Parsons and led to a

weakening of trade union organisation

at Cowley.
Following a stage-managed en-
quiry which formally cleared Thor-

w2

ON-

INTERNATIONAL Women's Conference has been
called for by two tendencies in the French women's
movement, on ‘Women in the class struggle and the
revolutionary struggle’. Projected date: end of Feb,
Details from: Sylvie Richard, 44 rue des Prairies,
75020—Paris.

ABORTION DEMO—second mobilising meeting for

3 April demo, Tues 20 Jan, 8—10pm at University of
London Union, Malet St, WC1 (Room 3EI. All invited.
TUW/sponsorship letters from NAC, 30 Camden Road,
London N.1, (485 4303).,

NAC National Pianning Meeting, Sat 31 Jan, Aston
University, Birmingham. Perspectives, 3 April demo
and regional co-ordination to be discussed. New ALRA
Bill to be presented.

FANTASTIC NIGHT OUT for Scottish readers, Tues
20 Jan at Joanna's Discotheque, Bath Street, Glasgow,
Bpm—2am {late bar), Tickets from Red Weekly sellers,
CRITIQUE public seminar: Mon 18 Jan, 7.30pm. Rob-
ert Black on ‘German fascism and the response of the
Comintern’. Room 5117, St Clements Building, Lon-
don School of Economics, Houghton St.
INTERNATIONAL Communist League, Birmingham
branch (fusion of Workers Fight and Workers Power,
ex-Left Faction of 15}, public meeting, 'What we
stand for’. Thurs 22 Jan, 7.30pm, Australian Bar
{Davenports), Hurst St.

E

Chrysler workers demonstrating in Maidstone. Inset: Jim Hay

the hell tolis

COWLEY:

Behind the
witch-hunt

‘Beware of the Mole’, screamed the Mirror. ‘Stop the Mole and
his mates!” urged the Daily Express. What is this mole — some
new threat to everyone’s back garden?

The truth is rather more simple. It’s union election time at
British Leyland’s Cowley plant again. And senior steward Reg
Parsons, chief stooge for BL management in its attempts to
slash the workforce and introduce savage speed-up, is worried
lest the militants win a majority of the full-time deputy senior
stewards posts (which are being voted on as Red Weekly goes

nett of all charges against him, the
TGWU bureaucracy ordered new
shop floor ballots for deputy senior
and senior stewards, replacing the
previous method of election by the
stewards committee. This led to the
defeat of Bob Fryer, the left-wing
senior steward, and Parson’s arr-
ival in his present position.

ter —

The tolling of the town's church bell may
well have rung the knell on the jobs of
600 Chrysler workers demonstrating
through the Kent town of Maidstone
last Thursday.

Due to be axed in June as part of the
Government’s £1 70 million ‘rescue’ plan
for Chrysler, the workers at the Tilling-
Stevens plant — which has been in the
town for necarly 80 years and is the larg-
est employer — are bitter at their treat-
ment. ‘The Labour Government should
support us. We're the workers, we're
the people who put the Labour Govern-
ment in. Wilson should have thrown
Chrysler out from the start’, AUEW
member Jim Hayter told me.

Although the local union leaders are
stressing the profitability of the plant
and its few strikes in the past as reasons
for keeping it open, some workers point-
ed out that it has been this very passivity
which has made it ‘casy meat’.

‘We’ve always been the scapegoats —
the poor relations’, said Jim Ashlee,
another member of the Amalgamated
Union of Engineering Workers. ‘The
money has always been low until last
year when we fought to try and improve
ur standard of living. The only reason

Witch-hunter and hunted: (below) Reg
Parsons, (above) Alan Thornett

The TGWU also split the old
5/55 branch and set up a separate
branch for the Assembly Plant, 5/
293, in an effort to crush the pow-
er and unity formerly involved in
a single branch covering three of
the Cowley factories.

This neatly prepared the way for
Leyland’s sackings and productivity
drive,embodied in the Ryder Rep-
ort, and for management’s attempts
to incorporate the plant union lead-
ership by implementing Ryder’s
proposals through a system of class
collaborationist ‘Joint Management
Committees’. As a result of speed-
up, BL management are now claim-
ing that the Marina assembly line at
Cowley is as efficient as any in Eur-
ope.

LOSING

But despite the efforts of BL and
the Labour Government, BL is still
losing £6 million a week. Recently
new capital investment (which we
were told Ryder was all about)
was suspended and BL announced
that the first dollop of lolly from
the Government had all gone to
pay current bills rather than re-
equip the plant, In other words,
as IMG and WSL mil'tants in Cow-

this factory existed in the past is because
of cheap labour. It paid them to bring all
the castings and raw materizls down from
the Midlands, have it machined and ass-
embled here, and then sent back to Dun-
stable’.

What did he think of the Governmeni's
scheme? “It’s going to divide the workers
and plants. It's going to break the union
— they are trying the same tactic in the
British Steel Corporation now. [ don’t
think we've got much hope, but you just
can’t sit back and take it. Even if you go
down fighting it has made somebody sit
up and take notice’.

His view was shared by Frances Steph-
enson, one of twelve women AUEW mem-
bers in the factory, which makes air-
conditioning units and reconditions
engines. Unemployment has'doubled to ~
more than 2,000 in Maidstone in the past
year, and there have been large redund-
ancies in nearby paper and cement works.

Little hope

Mrs Stephenson is herself facing redun-
dancy for the second time in two years.
‘Why should we lose our jobs in Maid-
stone? The jobs aren’t redundant — we
are! It’s a bit late, but we have to do
what we can. My 16-year old son had a
job to get work, so how do they expect
us to get work again?’

Unfortunately there is little hope that
leadership for any struggle will come from
the local union and plant leadership. The
only leatlet distributed came from the
local Tory MP, and the purpose of the
march was to back up a delegation from
the unions’ Action Committee to the
Tory mayor. The local industrial chap-
lain trailed along too — no doubt offer-
ing spiritual consolation for the coming
material deprivation.

ley have consistently pointed out,
even more savage attacks on jobs,
living standards and hard won trade
union rights are coming,

Increasing number of workers
at Cowley have come to agree with
their alternative solution to Ley-
land’s problems: opening BL’s
books — a concept popularised by
the activity of the Open the Books
Committee at Cowley — so that
complete nationalisation of the con-
cern can be carried out under work-
ers control.

And the fight back against Ryd-
er has been developing. The elect-
ions for the vaunted ‘worker part-
icipation’ committees were greeted
by mass abstentions, Three separate
attempts to force massive speed-up
on the Princess line — including a
threat to close the North works if
a ridiculous target of 28% cars an
hour was not achieved — have been
beaten back. Now the militants
have won the 5/293 Branch elec-
tions,

TEST CASE

Behind the red scare tactics of
the right-wing leaders in Cowley
lies the fear of the ruling class that
the Government’s efforts to save
British Leyland for capitalism will
fall apart, BL, along with Chrysler
and the steel industry, are test cases
for the future success of the Wilson
Government in its attacks on the
working class.

If Ryder's applecart is upset and
car workers at BL reverse the recent
defeat suffered at Chrysler, then a
dent will have been made in Wilson’s
abilities to serve the employers so
well, This is why the ruling class is
so concerned that the Parsons re-
gime should continue at Cowley
— and why the capitalist press was
so keen to splash it ull over its pages
last week.

COWLEY IMG

The main banner of the demo, instead
of urging & fight against the anti-working
class policies of the Wilson Government |
simply said *Tilling-Stevens — 70 youars
British and Boom: 7 years American
and Doom’. As if British workers’ prob-
lems stop this side of the Atlantic. No
real links have yet been made with
workers facing redundancy in other
Chrysler plants to build some common
campaien arainst redundancy.

MRS FRANCES STEPHENSON _

Any hope of launching a national
struggle now seems to rest with the white-
collar workers of ASTMS, which is the
only union to have rejected the deal on
a national scale. Local Divisonal Officer
Hugh Glass told me that the possibility
of moving towards linking Chrysler and
Leyland had been looked at in a paper
produced by the union.

‘British Leyland was having a lot of
trouble in the truck and land-rover div-
isions, which cannot keep up with the
demand, and we were looking into the
possibility of using spare capacity at
Chrysler to help British Leyland in this
particular export market’.

Red Weekly has long campaigned for
a single integrated nationalised car ind-
ustry operating under workers control.
The implementation of the Ryder Report
and 20,000 redundancies in British Ley-
land over the past year and now the
Chrysler fiasco have shown only too
painfully the need for a new strategy
to defend jobs and living standards. In
next week’s Red Weekly we will be
looking at the forthcoming Institute of
Workers’ Control conference on the car
industry and explaining just what our
strategy of nationalisation under workers
control means for car workers,

MICK GOSLING
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I MICHAEL FOOT claimed he supp-
~ } | orted the 1967 Abortion Act. However,
5§ | he did not think that a woman's right to
© § | choose mattered as much as having a

a united government. He explained: ‘If the

press caught any hint of difference bet-
ween Barbara Castle and myself they
would seize on it — so unless Barbara
signs | cannot sign:

In the Banqueting Hall in Whitehall,
Mr and Mrs Foot threw a lavish reception
on 5 January to celebrate the introduc-
tion of ‘Equal Pay’.
B  They even sent an invitation to Dr
Berry Beaumont and ‘one friend’. Her
friend, Bob Pennington, was announced
as a member of the IMG to the embar-
rassment of Mr Foot.

When Pennington, sporting a ‘Right
To Work® badge, commented that 'you
can’t be too keem on that as you are
busy keeping over one and a quarter
million people unemployed’, Foot

quickly disentar

ed himself from his

One |

inkey muttered,

wNo 5 pay
“Thes lot” was tables loaded
vath campari, g, rum, whisky, dub
onnet, wane, and the odd delicacy like
smoked salmon sandwiches. All no
doubt part of the reqular diet of the

¥ went hunting signatures for the

National Abortion Can n demonstra-

tion. But the ladies in their sequined
evening dresses and the gentiemen in
their smart suits were not only not too
keen, they were even rather hostile,

The partraits of Charles | and 11
gazed down on the approach to the hall
Neither would have disapproved of the
behaviour of Labour’s bureaucrats.

By the way, despite all the ¢
tions about equal pay, none of tf
waitresses had been told how
were getting!

More
attacks

enra-

on
abortion
rights

The speculation about the next
stage in the Labour Government’s
attack on the right of women to
abortion will all come to an end in
the next few weeks. Its plans for
the future of the anti-abortionist

Select Committee will soon be
settled.

On Monday the order paper calling
for the reconstitution of this body to
consider the James White Bill ‘and other
evidence' will be put before the House
of Commons. Once the Parliamentary
Labour Party has met on Wednesday,
the stage will be set for the vote in
Parliament.

MPs will then be confronted with a
clear choice. Will they agree to the same
Select Committee being reconstituted,
kthus ensuring more restrictions on

abortion rights? Or will they
ular the women Labour MPs, who have
publicly committed themselves to a

in partic-

fight on this question - come out against
this proposal when the crunch comes?
In the past, the women Labour MPs
who verbally support the aims of the
National Abortion Campaign - have in
practice done an about-turn. The very
restrictions that are now being carried
out — which impose quotas on foreign
women using abortion Facilities, and
make it almost impossible for women
with late pregnancies to get abortions
come from proposals in a Select
Committee Report signed by several of
these women MPs!
The women MPs have repeatedly
assurcd NAC that they will take up a

fight in the PLP against the Sclect Comm-

ittee. But on what basis should this fight
be launched?

The working class has given a clear
mandate to these so-called ‘representa-
tives’. The TUC and Labour Party conf-
erences put the workers” movement on
record for the defence of women'’s
rights to abortion, and further, for the
cxtension of these rights so that free
abortion is available ‘on request’. Yet
now we hear that the women MPs arc
basing their argument on the grounds
that *Select Committees cost money’.

MISLEADS

This kind of argument simply mis-
leads the working class. Economic cons-
iderations in no way enter into the deb-
ate on the Select Committee. In fact,
such arguments can readily backfire
because they are often used by anti-
abortionists to explain the run-down of
the NHS, thus appealing to the concern
ot the working class over the declining
social services.

MRS CASTLE did not like her "soc-

lial’ life being interrupted. She moaned:

'Ok, do not ask me to do that. | am
just enjoying my evening off!’

LORD LONGFORD — what he was
doing at a reception allegedly celebrating
a ‘victory' for women'’s rights no-one will
ever know — was blunt and to the point.
He called Berry ‘a very wicked person’,
and said ‘you must be joking” when
asked to sponsor the National Abortion
Campaign demonstration.

anuary 1976

As socialists, we oppose the Select

Committee because it represents an attack

on women'’s rights. Abuses in the 1967
Act — and their correction — will not be
solved by means of Select Committees.
They will be solved through the actions

of the working class around such demands

as the nationalisation of all private clin-
ics, for a National Health Service in the
interests of the working class, and for
‘A Woman’s Right to Choose/I'ree
Abortion on Demand’.

Dodie Weppler

Abortion/Cuts 5§

Women,
Education,
and the Cuts.

Education is one of the areas which is suffering most from the Labour

Government's cuts in public spending. Red Week/y asked HILDA KEAN,
a teacher at Quinton Kynaston School, Westminster, and a candidate in
the elections for General Secretary of the Inner London Teachers Assoc-
iation, to explain the effects of these, particularly on women.

@ How badly are the cuts in educa-
tion being felt?

There arc now around 2,000 teachers
unemployed in Greater London, The cuts
are also beginning to affect things like
books (some of which have gone up

from 75p to £1.50 in a very short period),

the number of courses available are being
restricted, and less practical work is all-
owed in lessons in order to cut back on
expenses. Generally, conditions are det-
eriorating for both teachers and pupils.

The Inner London FEducation
Authority is tending not to replace
staff who have left, giving the excuse
that there is a drop in the role. But they
could be using this drop to improve
teaching conditions by reducing the
teacher/pupil ratio — which is still very
high.

London’s 10,346 primary teachers
(overwhelmingly women) are to be red-
aced by 500. And in secondary schools
teachers are losing ‘free’ time (i.c. time
set aside to prepare classes) because the
lack of teachers means that they have
to cover other classes. Fighting this can
be difficult, because the National Union
of Teachers will not ratify any action
taken on non-covering in the London
afca

@ Are these cuts having a particular
effect on women?

The majority of teachers are women,
who in fact make up two-thirds of the
NUT membership. But many of them arc
part-time, and they're the ones most aff-
ected. To get around the Employment
Protection Act, part-time hours have
been reduced to less than 20, which
means that there is no security.

It used to be automatic that if you
had a kid, your job would be kept open
for vou. But this is happening less fre-
quently now, and it is very rare that
nursery fasilities are provided for
teachers.

@ What action is being taken
against the cuts in education?

So far there is very little co-ordinated
action, The 21 October demonstration
supported by the South East Region
TUC and the NUT was a success, but
the NUT has done little to build on that
initiative.

Several local teachers’ associations
have set up joint bodies with other trade
unions to fight the cuts in the public
sector, Westminster NUT is calling a
meeting supported by the Trades Council
against cuts and unemployment. My
school, Quinton Kynaston, is taking act-
ion on cover, and is calling an all London
meeling of teachers to discuss the ques-
tion,

This is the kind of action we need,
but I would stress that it must be seen
as part of the general fight against the
cuts in social expenditure and unemploy-
ment which are being enforced by the
Labour Government.

@ What is the NUT’s policy on
womend

Last year’s NUT conference rejected the
Working Women’s Charter, and Sam
I“isher, a Communist Party member of
the NUT executive, said that ‘the Charter
is only supported by a lunatic fringe in
the trade union movement™ This is
untrue — after all, it got more than 3
million votes at last year’s TUC — and
many NUT branches branches have
adopted and are doing work around the
Charter.

At the Socialist Teachers conference,
it was decided to try to prioritise a mot-
ion on the Working Women’s Charter at
the next NUT conference, ¢specially
given that last year’s motion got quite a
lot of support.

The NUT has set up a working
party to prepare a report on “Women
in the Teaching Profession’. This working
party has been badly financed, and the
report has not yet appeared. With the
increasing attacks on women, which the
inadequate Sex Discrimination and
iqual Pay Acts in no way combat, we
need a Charter which can unite all
working class women.

@ Will you be fighting for the NUT
to support the “Women and the
Cuts’ conference called by the Work-
ing Women’s Charter?

My teachers’ association has already
supported the conference. Many women
are employed in the public sector, and

ar¢ being particularly hard hit by cuts and
unemployment both at home and at work.
It is important that we launch a cainpaign
against these attacks of the Labour Gov-
ernment, and women must play a large
part in this campaign if it is to be succ-
essful. [ think the ‘Women and the Cuts’
conference is a big step in that direction.

UL LT

_ WOMEN AND THE CUTS _

LONDON CONFERENCE
ON
SAT 28 FEBRUARY

Sponsorship and donations are
being sought from all labour
movement and women'’s organ-
isations. For further informa-
tion contact 39 Parkholme
Road, London E.B. 01-249-
3072.

L CONFERENCE CALLED BY THE __J
WORKING WOMEN'S CHARTER

.

Our thanks to the following recent contribu-
tors to the IMG’s £15,000 Fund Drive. May
there be many more of you — the address is:
Jo-Ann, 9/ Caledonian Road, London N.1.

£
Tax rebate from a supporter 100.00
Sheffield teacher 25.00
Newcastle IMG 16.00
RW reader 3.00
Colchester IMG 7.00
Bath supporter 1.00

Mewrcastle reader —
"to help build a Scottish cantre’ 150.57

Birmingham teacher 19.00
Sheffield IMG 20.00
Bath IMG 7.00
Bath reader 1.00
Oxford supporter 200.00
Rover car worker 2.00

£
S.W. London IMG 9.35
S.E. London IMG 22.00
Bus worker 2.00
East London IMG 30.00
T. Smith 5.00
Mark 10.00
Middle East comrade 145.00
Birmingham AUEW member 30.00
Edinburgh University IMG 7.00
London reader 15.00
J. Holloway 10.00
RW reader 21.00
Hull readers 14.00
Newcastle IMG 3.50

IMG journalists

Bradford IMG

S. Raithatha

L. Sinclair —

'to build a Scottish centre’
Hillingdon Squatters & Tenants
Association

Brunel University sympathisers
S. Bennett

Charlie

Cardiff IMG

Bristol lecturer

Bristol rail worker

Brighton IMG
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Break the
isolation of

South Armagh

[he New Year in the Six Counties has seen all attention directed

mto the South Armagh area, where 15 people died in a period

»f 24 hours as the result of sectarian assassinations and reprisals.

nevitably there has been a chorus of denunciations of the ‘mind-
ess violence', and appeals for ‘peace’ from churchmen, politic-

ans and journalists.

But all these statements contain not one

uggestion of how the anti-Unionist population is to defend it-
sibagainst the Loyalist assassination squads that have already
“Jlaimed scores of victims in County Armagh.

The response of the British Lab-
wur Government has been even more
predictable. Along with an extra
600 troops and hundreds of Royal
Ulster Constabulary and Ulster
Defence Regiment men (Loyalists
in ('rm.\n un'tformi t!n, (}mcrn—

ism’'s own :Dt‘.\.idllbl murder gang,
the Special Air Services (SAS). The
reason for this is clear: it is not the
assassinations which concern the
British ruling class and its Loyalist
allies, but rather the dogged resist-
ance of the nationalist community
in South Armagh.

BLOCK

Since the collapse of the Sunn-
ingdale power-sharing Executive,
the Labour Government has pur-
sued a policy of breaking the resist-
ance of the nationalist minority in
the North of Ireland, which remains
the major block to imperialism’s
plans. The truce with the Provis-
ionals; the strengthening of the
RUC and UDR; the ending.of int-
ernment and the removal of special
category (political prisoner) status;
the limited reduction in the number
of troops; and the dropping of the
‘Irish dimension’ — all these formed
part of imperialism’s plans to disor-
ientate the Catholic population,
isolate the armed vanguard, and
thus allow the Social Democratic
& Labour Party to reach an acc-
ommodation acceptable to a section
of the Loyalists.

Whether Britain can succeed with
this policy depends on its ability to

epoliticise the conflict, and it is to
h is end especially that Rees has
directed his energies over the last
few months. The Government’s

decision to abolish political prisoner
status was accompanied by the
launching of a major propaganda
campaign in the press, radio and
television aimed at presenting the
resistance fighters as gangsters and
their objectives as criminal.

FEUD

The feud between the Provisional

" and Official IRA was of immense

assistance to the Labour Govern-
ment in this respect. While the anti-
Unionist population was faced with
increased repression by the security
forces and the threat of Loyalist
pogroms, its defence forces were
seen to be pre-occupied with internal
squabbling. They were apparently
intent on each other’s annihilation.
The collaborationist paliticians were
thus able to insinuate that the RUC
in the ghettoes was perhaps prefer-
able to this.

The actions of the South Armagh
Republican Action Force are of a
similar though even more dangerous
character. While on the one hand
they represent the desperation of
militants under threat and bereft of
any clear leadership, they are also a
clear indication of the petty bourg-
eois nature of Irish Republicanism,
which insists on the primacy of an
armed elite and relegates the mass
of workers to the role of passive
witnesses in the struggle.

This has always been particularly
evident in South Armagh, where the
conspiratorial tradition is strong and
the legend of daring exploits by IRA
Active Service Units has a clear basis
in fact.

Such a situation could not be
tolerated by the Loyalists, and they

have been fierce in their demands
for draconian measures to be used
to subdue South Armagh. They
have proposed everything from
martial law to mining the border.

The assassinations by the SARAF
opened the way for the British Gov-
ernment to meet these demands.
The response of the Republican
movement has done nothing to
combat government policy. The
Officials have trotted out their
usual call for talks between the
Loyalists who have backed the mur-
der squads and the Republican
groups as the way to end sectarian
murders. The Provisionals’ answer
has been to try and get talks with
the Feakle churchmen, an approach
snubbed by the clergy men and
thrown back in the Provaslondlq
faces.

Neither wing of the Republican
movement is providing any leader-
ship for the nationalists in South
Armagh, presently suffering under
the scourge of the SAS. Thisis a
critical time for the anti-Unionist
forces in the Six Counties.

SUCCESS

The nature of this border terri-
tory, along with the total disaffec-
tion of the local population from
the Northern Ireland statelet, has
permitted the waging of a guerilla
struggle in South Armagh over the
last three years with a great deal of
success. Such success not only
served to boost the morale of anti-
Unionists in other parts of the
North: it also made the isolation
and defeat of the militants in
South Armagh crucial for the
British Government.

Up until now the British Army
has made little headway in attaining
this objective. Every attempt the
Army has made to assert its strength
was beaten back. Some months ago
it had to retreat with its tail bet-
ween its legs when the sending out
of patrols into the area became an
unacceptable risk.

DECISIVE

With every passing day, the

SDLP comes closer to blanket surr-
ender on the issue of support for the
RUC. The para-military Ulster Def-
ence Association have warned that
there is little time left before they
launch a ‘vicious war’ against the
Catholic minority. If British imper-
ialism succeeds in establishing some
form of coalition based on an anti-
Republican pact, it will represent a
major defeat for the struggle that
has been waged over the last seven
vears. Events in South Armagh may
decide what happens throughout the
North this year.

The isolation of South Armagh
must be broken! Any pretence tiat a
truce still exists must be dropped.
Anti-Unionists must be brought back
onto the streets in Derry, Belfast and
Newry and throughout the Six
Counties, to protest against any
British imposed solution and to
resist any concessions being made to
the Loyalists or any Loyalist offen-
sive.

PRISONERS

Key to such mobilisations will be
a clear recognition of the need for
solidarity with the 1,200 political
prisoners ‘behind the wire’, firm
opposition to any return of the RUC
to nationalist districts, and a grim
determination to secure the immed-
iate withdrawal of the SAS and the
rest of the British Army from Ire-
land.

At the present time this would
be the most effective way of identi-
fying with the anti-Unionists in
South Armagh, the best barrier to
assassinations, and a real step forward
on the road to getting rid of British
imperialism so that the Irish people
as a whole can begin to determine
their own future, Unfortunately,
whether such a course will be taken
in 1976 still has a very big question
mark hanging over it.
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BRITAIN'S DEADLIEST SC

The as!

The SAS (Special Air Service) is the Army's crack coun-
ter-insurgency squad. They are trained in intelligence, sur-
veillance and torture. Their specialities include electric
shock torture and the use of drugs. During the Second
World War, SAS duties included sabotaging enemy installa-
tions and assassinating leaders. Since then it has operated in
Kenya, Malaya, Aden and many other counter-insurgency
campaigns waged by the British Army. It still operates sec-
retly in various parts of the world — above all, against the
revolutionary forces in the Dhofar province of Oman,

SAS members are hand-picked officers from other regi-
ments, and are directly under the control of Whitehall. They
generally move about alone or in pairs, and rarely wear
Army uniform. Some members have voluntarily undergone
torture during their training period. The Army claims that
this makes them more resistant — but it is known that such
‘training’ has a brutalising effect, making it easier for them
to torture their victims without suffering any pangs of con-
science.

"It is not surprising that the British Government’s announ-
cement last week provoked an outery not only from the
anti-Unionist community of South Armagh but also from
the collaborationist Social Democratic & Labour Party. As
one of its leaders, Seamus Mallon, pointed out: ‘The uncon-
ventional and often dubious methods used by this unit im-
plies punitive action against the ordinary people of South
Armagh.’

Dirty tricks well known

The dirty tricks of the SAS are well known in Northern
Ireland. Its involvement there goes back to 1970, and both
Republican and Loyalist organisations have blamed it for
numerous unexplained bombing and shooting incidents. In
May 1972, for example, three men in a car shot and killed
Patrick McVeigh of Andersonstown. The car then drove
straight through a military checkpoint without being stop-
ped. In 1974, 45 SAS men were sent to Northern Ireland
attached to regular army units. Posing as civilians, they
anarated in hardline Renublican and 1 ovalist areac
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IERS GO INTO ACTION

The British Government and the Army are, of course,
very secretive about the SAS. The Army Land Operations
Manual, however, does not mince words. Its volume on
‘Counter-Revolutionary Operations’ (classified ‘Restricted
by the Ministry of Defence) outlines the functions of this
secret squad.

(]

‘Hearts and minds’

Apparently it is noted for ‘assassination parties’ and ‘lim-
ited community relations’. Its duties include: ‘Liaison with,
and organisation, training and control of, friendly guerrilla
forces operating against the common enemy.’ In other
words, playing off ‘friendly’ paramilitary groups against
‘hostile’ ones — and promoting sectarian assassinations.

So it is nothing new that SAS troops are being sent to
Northern Ireland. The British Army has long regarded this
campaign as a ‘war of hearts and minds’ in which the aim
is to win the population from support for the ‘insurgents’

— and this is exactly what the SAS specialises in.

But there is another reason why the SAS is involved in
Notthern Ireland. They are gaining experience in the only
counter-insurgency war in Western Europe. SAS men who
returned to Britain from Ireland in 1974 ran training prog-
rammes for other regiments based on the knowledge they
had gained there. And recent contingency plans formulated
at Whitehall for anti-revolutionary operations in Britain
give a leading role to the SAS. They have also been invol-
ved in some of the airport manoeuvres, working side by
side with the Special Patrol Group and the Special Branch.

In the event of an emergency, SAS men will be called out
from their training depot at Bradbury Lines Camp in Here-
ford. The experience of Northern Ireland is preparing them
for their role against revolutionary developments in the
working class in Britain. We thus have a double reason for
- stepping up our efforts to bring the troops out of Northern
Ireland without delay. And we must demand that the Lab-
our Government not only withdraws the troops but also
disbands the SAS, so putting a stop for ever to the brutal
tactics of this secret killer squad.

Karen Margolis

Ireland 7

Irish freedom
and

Since the Labour Government poured

the true origins and nature of the Irish

ers, the Irish strugsle is often seen as irr-
clevant to their everyday problems and
cven il'i SONIC CASCSs 48 an l'lh.‘;(:ICIL' to
building a socialist Britain.

Yet throughout history the Irish
struggle has involved major political
questions of vital concern to the inter-
national labour movement and the
British working class in particular.

The deepening rift between Loyal-
ism and the national community of
Northern Ireland is not caused by a rel-

ing confrontation is a product of the
same imperialist oppression which has

y the emergence of movements all
over the world.

But in Ireland the struggle for nat-
ional freedom has taken a different
form because of the peculiar way in
which Britain finally subjected Ireland
to its military might, cconomic domin-
ation and also colonisation. However,

which led to the 1916 rebellion and the
War of Independence in 1919-21 forced
the British imperialists to modify the
form of their domination.

This occurred in 1921 in a deal with
the native Irish capitalists which event-
ually gave formal independence to the

ively British enclave in the north Six
Counties. The British hold on this was
guarantced by the existence of the Prot-

ostant caste system, which systematically

denied democracy and equality to the
Catholic minority in all spheres of life.

And the Six County statelet in fact acted

as a bridechead for British domination
of Ircland as a whole.

Spearhead

The struggle which re-opened with
the rise of the civil rights movement in
the late 1960s was a product of this
changcover to a different form of nat-
ional oppression of the Irish people as a
whole. The Catholic minority in the
North, who had been handed over to the

mercy of Unionist terror and oppression,

became the new spearhead of the age-
old struggle for national freedonm.
At almost every level  in defence of

thousands of troops into Ireland in 1969
struggle have been lost in a constant barr-
age of lies, distortions and anti-Irish prej-

udice. To the British population at large,
and even to many socialist minded work-

igious conflict in which the British Army
is a ncutral or rational force. The gather-

the immense pressure of popular struggle

26 Counties, while carving out an exclus-

With this article we are beginning a three-part series on the Irish revolution
and its importance in the struggle for a socialist Britain. Although we
intend to deal with the broader issues raised by this and the errors of other
tendencies in the labour movement, our purpose is not to cut across the
broadest unity in action for the 1 February demonstration. On the cont-
rary, we believe that this can only increase the participation of all class
conscious workers and heighten our understanding of the issues involved.

democratic rights and civil liberties, in
mass resistance to the armed might of
imperialist rule, through its general intol-
erance of all oppression and desire to
create 4 more just social system — the
Irish freedom movement has been one
of the sharpest points of the struggle
against imperialist decay and oppression
in Lurope. The outcome of this struggle
could in many respects determine the
fate of the struggle for u socialist Britain
— in one direction or another.

Class issue

The national oppression of the Irish
is not merely an injustice which should
be opposed by all concerned with demo-
cratic rights and national and cultural
freedom - it is also a class issue. While
the native Irish capitalists feed on the
crumbs of British and other foreign
economic control, it is the workers and
small farmers who are forced to under-
write the costs of imperialist oppression.
Through chronic unemployment, a
soaring rate of inflation, mass emigration
to Britain and ghetto housing conditions
the national oppression of Ireland reinf-
orces the exploitation of Irish workers
as a class.

I'rom all angles the British labour
movement has no interest in suppressing
the Irish freedom struggle. In fact, every
shot fired against a Catholic in South
Armagh is a shot too against British
tabour. Similarly, every piece of repress
ive legislation enacted in Ireland is a
blow to the hard won democratic rights
which the working class of this country
have fought for and gained through a
century of struggle.

The aftermath of the Birmingham
bombings in November 1974 is the
clearest confirmation of this. Although
there was never any proof of Provisional
IR A responsibility, the Labour Govern-
ment and its Tory allies whipped up a
campaign of British nationalist hysteria
against the Irish in justification of the so-
called Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA).
Dirccted in the first instance against
Irish workers in Britain, the PTA was
direetly modelled on repressive legislation
used in Ireland and is a basic assault on
the democratic rights and liberties of
every worker in Britain.

The lynch-mob atmosphere around
the Birmingham bombings itsell prompted
the first right-wing strikes seen in this
country since the 1968 march by London
dockers in support of Fnoch Powell. It is
no coincidence either that the objective
cffect of these strikes was to encourage
the Loyvalist forces in Ircland. Both
actions were stimulated by the same
ideoloey of Great British nationalism,

British labour

part one

which fasters unity between the workers
and their capitalist exploiters in a common
identification and makes national minor-
itics the scapegoat for capitalism’s crisis.

it is this same ‘national unity” which
is being invoked today by the Wilson
Government to justify 1% million unem-
ployed and the imposition of the £6
wage limit.

Nevertheless, the development of the
world recession — and of the British econ-
omic crisis in particular — IS opening
up a deep split between British workers
and the imperialist system. This by
necessity must also involve a break with
the ideology of Great British nationalism.
British workers will never take any last-
ing political step forward if they remain
blinded by this ideology in the case of
Ireland.

It is the most right-wing forces who
gain most from such a situation. The
Tory party, for instance, has taken the
PTA a step forward by proposing police
registration of all Irish people in Britain.
This would make it compulsory by law
for all landlords to report on Irish tenants.
Similarly, it was the lynch-mob atmos-
phere of British nationalism which allowed
the Tories to launch their campaign for
the return of hanging.

This is not to say that we are on the
verge of fascism in Britain. But it does
mean that unless British labour makes
the cause of Irish freedom its own, not
only will the Irish revolution itself be
postponed for many years, but the
prospects for a socialist Britain will be
extremely remote.

Same role

April this year will mark the 60th
anniversary of the Faster 1916 Irish
rebellion, which was ruthlessly crushed
by the British Army. Doubtless there will
be many public meetings and fine words
spoken about the martyrs for the Irish
cause, But 60 vears later, the British
Army is still playing exactly the same
role — this time in Derry, Belfast and
South Armagh, and wherever there is a
sign of discontent and rebellion against
British rule.

The time and place have changed but
the story remains the same: the Irish
people have fought and struggled against
successive waves of imperialist onslaughts,
but in practice the voice of British labour
has remained silent. We believe that the
best way to honour the memory of 1916
and those who died is to honour the
cause for which they fought.

Today that cause lives on in the
struggle by the oppressed minority of the
North against 16,000 British troops; and
any contribution which is meaningful
cannot be judged by words alone but by
effective action to get the Army out of
Ircland. Coneretely that means building
for the | February demonstration. Let
all those who proclaim support for Irish
freedom in Britain be judged around
this key test.

statement by Revolutionary Marxist Group Belfast branch

The South Armagh Republican Action
Force has admitted that it shot the ten
Protestants killed on Monday 5 January
near Whitecross. But irrespective of who
actually pulled the triggers, responsibility
for these deaths and all the assassinations,
violence and torture that have taken
place in the last seven years of Occupa-
tion rests firmly on the shoulders of
British imperialism.

The tears shed by politicians, church-
men and journalists cannot mask the
hypocrisy of their appeals for "peace’ and
‘justice’. These same psople have either
supported or condoned the hundreds of
*legal’ murders committed by the British
security forces, the torture of Republi-
cans, the imprisonment of thousands for
their political beliefs, and the genersl
policy of repression and harassment
pursued against the nationalist minority
in the North of Ireland.

The Revolutionary Marxist Group
repudiates all action of a sectarian char-
acter not because it holds any illusions
in the power of conversation as an instru-
ment for winning Protestant workers to
the struggle for a Socialist Republic, but
because it recognises that sectarianism
is a product of British imperialism, and
any adoption of a sectarian policy can
only further the interests of that imper-
ialism.

The anti-Unionist pecple of South
Armagh have waged a valiant fight over
the last years against both the British
Army and it Loyalist para-military
allies. When the struggle elsewhere
appeared to be ebbing, South Armagh
has come to the fore and raised our
morale. Imperialism was not blind to
this, and has pursued a policy of iselating
South Armagh to defeat the struggle
there and thus heighten the effectiveness

of repression elsewhere.

The South Armagh Republican
Action Force is aiding British imperialism
to succeed with that policy. It offers no
defence for the nationalist people in
South Armagh against either the British
Army or the Loyalist para-military
squads. It must cease its policy of
assassination.

The Revolutionary Marxist Group
has time and again stressed the necessity
to build united mobilisations of the anti-
Unionist population on the streets as the
most effective-means of defence. Such
mobilisations are particularly urgent now,
for it is on the performance of the anti-
Unionist population on the streets of
Belfast, Newry and Derry that the struggle
in South Armagh as in the rest of the Six
Counties will be decided.

G. Lavery (Prass Officer), 7 January
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strengthfor
Portuguese
workers

The first major test of strength in
Portugal since the abortive military
rebellion of 25 November is likely to
come this Saturday. A mass demon-
stration is planned in Lisbon against
the Sixth Provisional Government’s
imposition of a wage freeze while
allowing huge price increases and
mass unemploy ment.

The demonstration has been called
by a ‘committee of struggle’ set up
by 13 trade unlons mostly dominat-
ed by the Communist Party..In a
statement they denounced the ‘cap-
italist offensive which is trying to

b us of the wage increase we got
after months of struggle’, and called

the capitalists to bear the cost of
€ economic crisis instead,

S respu

INSE

Fartuga: 1s stul tar from being del-
sated. It bears out what we have
id in previous issues of Red
Weekly against those who spoke of

1 imminent return to fascism: while
vanguard suffered a severe def-
eat as a result of the events of 25-26
November, the effect on the working
class as a whole has been much less

decisive.

CAUTIOUS

This is borne out by developments
in other areas of the working class
movement since 25 November. While
there has been a general retreat
from open militancy to a more caut-
ious wait-and-see attitude, the res-
ponse has varied widely from place
to place.

A clear downturn, for instance,
could be seen in the elections for a
programme of workers control in
the Setenave shipyard in Setubal.
The list put forward by the Comm-
unist Party won an overall majority
with 850 votes; that put forward by
the far left — Popular Democratic
Union (UDP), Revolutionary Party
ofi.the Proletariat (PRP), and Inter-
nationalist Communist League (LCI)
— won 410 votes; while the Socialist
Party got 250 votes.

With 402 blank votes,that made
only 1,911 workers voting as against
2,093 who didn’t take any part in
the proceedings.

DESERVED

Of course, such a turn out would
be quite respectable in most circ-
umstances. But Setenave has the
justly deserved reputaion of being
the ‘red bastion’ of the industrial
belt around Lisbon, and befare
25 November it was the various
tendencies of the revolutionary left
which made most of the running
there.

The Secretarial of stryeale iy
1 p of delegates from

same way. Prior to 25 November it
represented a real embryo of co-
ordination of struggles at the level
of the third biggest town in Portu-
gal. Now it is on the verge of coll-
apsing altogether as fewer and fewer
delegates bother to turn up.

ALIVE

But the workers’ commissions as
a whole are far from being dead and

buried. On 14 December, for instance, more backward north of the country,

the CP has by contrast kept a firm
hold over its base and the orgainisa-
tions which it dominates.

The Setenave election also under-
lines another point whose import-
ance has been discounted by much of
the far left in the past: that even in
this ‘red bastion’ it is possible for the
Socialist Party to pick up a signifi-
cant number of votes. This gives
some indication of how big its aud-
ience must be among workers in the

T

Workers preparing one of the mass mobilisations prior to 25 November. This time
the movement must be built around a clearer long-term perspective

a meeting took place of representat-
ives from more than 300 workers’
commissions in various factories of
the giant CUF monopoly. This was
probably the largest and most repre-
sentative meeting of CUF workers
ever held.

What explains the extraordinary
difference between these develop-
ments? After all, most of the CUF
factorizs are also situated in the ind-
ustrial belt around Lisbon. But in
contrast to Setenave and the Setubal
‘secretariat of struggle’, where the
revolutionaries tended to play the
leading role, the majority of the CUF
workers’ commissions have always
been dominated by the CP.

DISARRAY

In other words, while the events
af 2576 Norember hrve 570w Lh2
workers’ vanguard into disarray —
the political defeat suffered by cert-
ain groups has inevitably rebounded
on the whole revolutionary left —

The temporary loss of influence
of the revolutionary left, however,
also reflects the reliance placed by
the vanguard on the soldiers’ move-
ment prior to 25 November. The
new situation has left bodies like the
neighbourhood commissions very
vulnerable to demoralisation and
repression,

REBUILDING

Yet the rebuilding of a united
working class offensive can still have
a decisive effect on developments
inside the army. Thousands of sold-
iers were involved in the demonstra-
Hons called by the SUV (Soldiers
United Will Win); the Government
has so far manage.! to purge only a
few hundred. Silence may resemble
discipline for a time, but the game is

LE LT OFE, L8 COFELEN 2
barely embarked on the task of re-
constructing a new ‘professional’ 7
army organised along strictly hier™
archical lines.

Indeed, there have already been a
few signs of resistance to the repres-
sion inside the barracks. A comm-
ittee of struggle against the repression
and for the liberation of the impris-
oned soldiers has recently started to
function inside the Military Police;
and 15 soldiers of the Santarem
Practical School of Cavalry (EPC)
successfully carried out an on-the-
spot strike against attempts to brow-
beat them.

POTENTIAL

Such examples are naturally still
few and far between; but they show
the potential support that exists for
organising a united campaign in
defence of the democratic rights of
free expression, assembly and organ-
Jsation inside the barracks, as well
as in defence of the soldiers’ standard
of living.

Such a campaign, however, will

it is able to draw on the independent
mobilisations of the working class
outside the barracks. The demonstra-
tion of 17 January represents a very
important first step in this direction.
But it is also necessary to put for-
ward a strategy which can consoli-
date and point the way forward tor
such actions.

COMMUNISTS

No such perspective is provided
by the Communist Party, which still
looks for a reconciliation inside the
Armed Forces Movement ‘so that it
may continue as the military guar-
antee of our young democracy’. It
is as if Chile had never happened.
Street demonstrations become

» § s : ‘}1,‘;%—
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CONFE

The International Monetary Fund is ref-
using any further credits to Portugal
until the Government has come up with
a satisfactory economic plan. That mean:
a plan which will defend the interests of
international capitalism against the asp-
irations of the Portuguese working class.

Meanwhile Wilson and Callaghan will
be joining their social democratic coll-
eagues from the rest of Europe fora
‘meeting in Denmark on 17-19 January
at which Portugal will be high on the

IN MEMORIAM

Karl Liebknecht
and

Rosa Luxemburg

Murdered in Berlin 15 Jan. 1919

merely a means of putting pressure
on particular groups inside the mili-
tary; and the revolutionaries are
attacked for seeing bodies like the
workers’ commissions as ‘future
organs of State power’,

But nor is it sufficient to call
abstractly for the ‘building of pop-
ular power’, Moves to develop and
centralise such independent organs
will not find a mass response unless
they have a concrete function: to
draw up a plan of strugele which can
resolve the crisis in accordance with
the needs and aspirations of the
working elass.

Such a plan is needed more than
ever today. The capitalists are push-
ing prices through the roof, and the
Government’s demagogy about
‘controls’ will do nothing to stop
them. Behind the increasingly wide-
spread food shortages lies the open
sabotage of the big farmers and
distributors.

CONGRESS

Only by exerting its own control
over all aspects of economic life can
the working class beat back this cap-
italist offensive. Only by centralising
its own organs towards a national
assembly of workers’ commissions,
neighbourhood commissions, and
agricultural labourers’ organisations
can it find the means to do so.

Such questions lay at the heart
of the discussions at last weekend’s
national congress of the Intcrnalional—l

ist Communist League (Portuguese
sympathising organisation of the
Fourth International). And they
must be taken up by the whole
workers’ vanguard if a successful
offensive is to be rebuilt against the
attacks of the Azevede regime.

-
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agenda. The outcome will no doubt be
further plaudits for Mario Soares for
his attacks on the Portuguese workers
and soldiers. g

_Against this capitalist solidarity we

must build another kind of solidarity —
that of the international working class
movement. The Campaign for Solidarity
with the Portuguese Working Class has
called a conference for Saturday 13
March which can be an important step
in this direction, Credentials from:
12 Little Newport Street, Lgndon WC2.

eskeslesksk

"Fighting for Workers Power' is a 20
minute film on Portugal produced by the
Newsresl Collective. It deals particularly
with the role played by the worker-control-
led newspaper Repubiica in bringing to-

Y 21 0140y o wevkors avd v
cultural labourers. A copy of the film
can be hired for meetings ete. from the
IMG, 97 Caledonian Road, London N.1.
{01-278 9526).




In the last issue of Red Weekly we showed
that the line of the PRP was incapable of
uniting the working class or waging a ser-
ious struggle for workers councils; that it
could not win over the sections of the
working class which support the Social-
ist Party or deal with the intermediate
strata, above all the peasants of the north,
who must be at least neutralised for the
working class to take power in Portugal.
We will conclude our analysis of the line
of the PRP by looking at its equally
wrong line in relation to the workers who
follow the Communist Party and the rel-
ation of forces between the revolution-
aries and the CP.

The first point which has to be grasped
is the PRP's extraordinary illusions in the
Communist Party. Its practice completely
contradicts 1S’s claim — for example, by
Clff in his pamphlet — that: “The PRPis
very clear in grasping the nature of the
Communist Party it recognises that
although the Communist Party has a basc
in the class it is a reformist party that
cannot be pressurised into revolutionary
actions’ (p.19).

The nonsense of this claim was shown
very clearly in the PRP's governmental
slogan — for a Government of Revolu-
tionary Unity. Such a slogan evidently
implied more than a government of the
PRP or of the revolutionary left, which
would have been little more than

Equally, however, it clearly did not
refer to a government of the parties of
the working class — because the partici
pation of the Socialist Party was specif-
ically excluded by the whole line of the
PRP. In reality it was a formula for a
revolutionary left-Communist Party
government.

IFrancisco Temudo, a leader of the
Internationalist Communist League (LCI)
Portuguese sy mpathising organisation
of the Fourth International — explained
the meaning of this Jine very clearly in an
interview conducted before the
25 November sc illusions about the
possibility of 1 wsurrcction
PRP a
:nt) - flow

a joke

cvenls ol
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MLS (Left Socialist Mo
from the
state apparatus, espectally in the military
ficld. This creates the illusion that it is
possible to take power now - and not

power, but to apply a rev-

swition of the

extreme decor

only to t

orTamm

utionary process, and so maintair
revolutionary forces in power.

Contradiction

“There is of course an amazing contra-
diction here. No-one believes that the
I"'UR (Revolutionary United Front) by
itself could constitute a government of
revolutionary unity, so these groups
agree on the necessity of what they call
a ‘reformist component” — that is the
Communist Party. In other words,
incredible as it may seem, they expect a
reformist party to go along with them to
take power, and form a government
applying a revolutionary programme’
tRed Weekly, 27 November).

So the PRP, far from *being very clear
in grasping the nature of the Communist
Party’, had the worst of all illusions —
that the Communist Party would be
capable of, or could be forced (no doubt
by insurrcction) into being part of a
revolutionary government! No wonder
that when they were visited by members
of the Fifth Division the PRP could have
thought that the CP was involved in an
insurrcction!

But if we turn to the position of the
IS we find a rather different situation.
The 1S, to its credit, has not entertained
such illusions on the Portuguese Comm-
unist Party, and has not suggested that
it could be forced into being part of a
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ALAN JONES concludes his reply to the International Socialists
on the politics of the Revolutionary Party of the Proletariat (PRP)

overnment. Unfortunately,
can that the IS
m the relation of forces

jocsn’t m

in Port ¢ contrary, they were
CVEn mOfc coniase
We can see this most clearly by look-
at comrade Harman's one justified

complaint against Red Weekly s initial
artickc on the PRP (4 December). It is
unfortunately truc that in editing this
article two lines of comrade Harman's
article in the November International
Socialism, which were in fact separated
by a considerable portion of text, got put
together. This was done unintentionally
but a scrupulously accurate presentation
3 all-
mark of polemics, so comrade Harman

Is quite justified in complaining and we
take the opportunity to apologise for the
efror.

However, if we turn from the edit-
orial point to the one of substance we
find that, far from distorting the 1S’s
position, we were actually too kind to
it. No editing error can obscure the fact
that Harman did write of the CP as having

cnls’ positions should be

‘some influence in the workers movement®

and having ‘understood that it can use
ﬁmld over certain workers committees
as a Trojan horse for regaining some of
the initiative in the armed forces’ — phra-
ses which clearly suggest that the CP was
on the verge of losing control of the work-
ing class. And this is consistent with

his bizarre statement that: ‘With the SUV
the revolutionary left has emerged as a
major contender in the national struggle
for power’.

liven after 25 November, Socialist
Worker spelt out quite clearly what its
analysis of the relation of forces was:
“The revolutionary left groups, the PRP
and the MES, had been arguing that an
insurrection was necessary to avoid the
danger of another Chile. But they exp-
ceted it only after some weeks of build-
ing support for it in the factories’ (Soc-
ialist Worker, 6 December).

You couldn’t have a clearer statement
of the IS's understanding of the relation
of forces than that! Apparently the revol-
utionaries were in such a position that

.

CP leader Alvaro Cunhal—had no inten-
tion of going along with the PRP to form
a Government of Revolutionary Unity
they were only weeks away from winning
the workers from reformism and launching
the insurrection! It is clear that we didn’t
distort the IS analysis at all
if anything, too kind to it.

we were,

But just let us suppose for a moment

that Harman was right in his letter — that
we did slander the IS and that they really
did understand that the revolutionaries
enjoyed the support only of the vanguard
of the working class. What would follow
then?

What would follow is that the PRP and
the IS were proposing an insurrection in
the short term, in ‘some weeks' under
conditions where the revolutionaries gni_y
enjoyed the support of the vanguard and
the masses continued to be dominated
by reformism!

A more substitutionist putschist
scheme is hard to imagine.

So we suggest, comrade Harman, that
you admit what is the truth — that you
and the PRP made a disastrous error on
the relation of forces. To adopt the alt-
crnative line will only get you into even
deeper water.

The PRP’s errors on the relation of
forces were further compounded, how-
ever, by its extraordinary illusions in the
left army officers in general, and Otelo
de Carvalho in particular, The Manifesto

of the PRP of 10 March spelt out their
view clearly: *The proletariat will have to
count, apart from the revolutionary org-
anisations and the soldiers and sailors, on
these progressive officers (and it is they
who have the weapons) in their struggle
against the bourgeoisie and reactionaries
for the Socialist Revolution in Portugal’.

First and foremost amongst those
‘who had the weapons’ and whom the
working class had to rely on was of course
Otelo de Carvalho. Indeed, the PRP went
out of its way to state: ‘We underline the
courage of this soldier who is always
ready to advance without fear’ (Repol-
ucao, 8 \Iu)'_!.

This line on Carvalho was carried
right into the autumn. Thus the 12 Sept-
ember issue of Revolucao carried an
‘Open Letter to Comrade Otelo’, This
announced: *“Comrade Otelo, it is necess-
ary to struggle for the formation of a
revolutionary army and that we progress-
ives must make the true socialist revol-
ution, With the true progressives of the
MFA. We must understand that the
working class must take power and it
must do it as rapidly as possible because
tomorrow it will be too late’.

The line of the PRP in relation to
other ‘true progressives of the MFA’,
notably the Clemente group, has already
been dealt with,

The result of these illusions — both in
the officers and in the general relation of
forces in Portugal — was that by the beg-
inning of November the line of the PRP
on the army was virtually insane. On 10
November, PRP leader Isabel do Carmo
stated at a press conference: “As all hist-
ory shows, the bourgeoisie unleashes a
civil war every time it wants to defend
its interests, ortunately the forces of the
right possess no army in Portugal. To get
one they must resort to mercenaries
based in Spain or to the armies of the
United States or NATO".

The PRP Manifesto ‘Against Civil
War, Armed Insurrection’, issued on 14
November, similarly claimed: ‘The Social

Democrats and the right in general have
no army in Portugal. If they want to
stage a confrontation with the prolet-
ariat, they will have to resort to mercen-
aries hired in Spain or simply invaders
from NATO and the USA’. Try telling
that to the Military Police, or the RALIS
or the paratroopers today!

With this final conclusion on the
army, together with its confusion of
social democracy and fascism, and its
wrong conclusion on the ‘relation of
forces in the country, the PRP clearly
adopted a short-term orientation to
insurrection. We will quote only a few
staternents bearing this out:

— ‘It is now time for the revolutionary
forces and the workers to pose the
problem of an insurrection’ (declaration
of the PRP, 30 September).
— “Armed insurrection is the sole way by
which popular power can continue to
advance ....... the organisation of the
masses has already attained a level suff-
icient to inherit power’ (press confer-
ence given by Francisco Marquez, a
leading member of the PRP, 7 November).
“The insurrection is not an unrealisable
project. Far from being a utopia it is the
only practical possibility to avoid fascism
and to finish once and for all with reaction
organised and infiltrated at the level of
political and military power. It is the
only way to avoid a prolonged civil war.
It is the only way to avoid the inter-
vention of imperialism. It is the only
way to aveid the future degradation of
the economy and of the social, political
and military situation’ (Revolucao, 7
November).

Anyone influenced by such a line was
bound to get caught up in an adventure,
Even if the PRP did not itself draw the
appropriate organisational conclusions,
it was likely that someone else would
try it. This was doubly inevitable when
not merely the PRP but a whole ultra-
left current, based primarily in the
lower sections of the officers,was on this
line.

Finally, on 25 November, someone
made the experiment and the real rela-
tion of forces in Portuguese society
reasserted itself with a bang.

Aberrant

The PRP unfortunately didn’t recog-
nise the reality of the situation even then.
In what must surely be one of the most
tragically aberrant communiques of all
time, it announced: “Thousands of
soldiers in liaison with the organisations
of the revolutionary left, among them
the Revolutionary Brigades, still resist
the right wing coup. In particular the
entire region to the south of Tagus
remains a free zone’,

This statement was put out at 10 p.m.
on 26 November — after all significant
resistance had been crushed and the
Amadora commandos were merely carry-
ing out mopping up operations.

The lessons of this are clear. The
errors of the PRP were not warts on an
otherwise correct line, but were products
of a disastrously wrong analysis of the
situation in Portugal. The events of 75
26 November revealed that with bitter
clarity. Unfortunately since then neither
the PRP nor the IS has drawn the appro-
priate conclusions,

This ends our series on the politics of the
PRP. But because of the importance of
the issues raised in Portugal, future issues
of Red Weekly will carry articles on the
line of the LC! on the struggle in the
army leading up to 25 November, and a
discussion of the significance of the
issues raised in Portugal for the debate
amongst the revolutionary left.

A PRP Manifesto claimed: ‘The Social Democrats and the right in general have no army in Portugal. If they want
to stage a confrontation with the proletariat, they will have to resdrt to mercenaries hired in Spain or simply invaders
from NATO and the USA." Try telling that to the Military Police or the RALIS or the paratroopers today!
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ITT workers

In the current wave of industrial struggles that is rocking the
Juan Carlos regime in Spain, a leading part has been played
by the workers of Standard Electric. Fighting both the mach-
inery set up by the Franco dictatorship and their multi-nation-
al bosses (Standard is part of the great ITT empire), the Stand-
ard workers were among the first to go into struggle for econ-
omic and political demands after the death of the old dictator.
In struggle now for two months, the Standard workers were
in the forefront of the big wave of solidarity that unfolded
around the strike of the underground workers in Madrid. They,
along with the striking Chrysler workers, mounted mass demon-
strations that were brutally attacked by the police (thus break-
ing the regime’s attempt to cultivate a phoney image of ‘toler-
ance’ for consumption abroad) and stimulated other Madrid
workers to launch massive solidarity strikes at the end of last

week.

The following is an article written by a militant from one of
the Standard factories in Spain. It is reprinted from Combate,
paper of the LCR-ETA VI, (a sympathising organisation of the
Fourth International in Spain). As it makes clear, Standard will
be in the forefront of the coming battles of the Spanish work-
ing class, and solidarity with the Standard workers is therefore

an important task for the British workers movement to take up.

During the last few months the
Standard plant has shown an out-
standing level of militancy.

The mobilisations against the
death penalties on 11—12 of Sep-
tember, with a massive factory ass-
embly at the Ramirez de Prado plant,
were the first symptoms of the ‘hot
autumn” which the factory was to
experience.

The preparation for the struggle,
centring around the negotiations for
the new collective agreement, already
showed that the workers were deter-
mined to wrench substantial gains
from the management and were pre-
pared to fight for them.

The first activity of the militants
was to carry out an inquiry to con-
sult all the workers as to their dem-
ands. This poll was recognised by
the state trade union representatives
and the vast majority of workers
took part in it. The results of the
poll and a series of assemblies made
it possible to draw up a programme
of demands, the most important of
which were: 25,000 pesetas a month
minimum salary [i.e. £45 a week];
11,621 pesetas increase for every-
body (this would put the salary of
the lowest paid up to 25,000 pese-
tas); a 40-hour week; 30 days hol-
iday a year; re-instatement of all
those previously sacked; amnesty
for all those in prison for trade un-
ion or political activity; freedom of
association, speech, to demonstrate
and to meet.

DEMANDS

This programme of demands was
immediately adopted by all the work-
ers, and is at the centre of the strug-
gle which has been going on for the

aa

\_!!legal workers' demonstration in Barcelona

past month. The response of the
management only replied to the
first two points of the programme:
a wage increase of 19 per cent
(meaning a 15,600 peseta [£30 a
week ] salary for the lowest paid).
and a bonus of 19,600 [£160] pes-
etas on the anniversary of the firm.
This served only to stimulate the
workers” determination.

Then, when Juan Carlos announ-
ced a wage freeze, the response was
overwhelming. The day after the
freeze was announced the Standard
factory held a mass meeting. This
meeting stated that the freeze was
an insult to those who have to neg-
otiate collective agreements, and
decided to hold a half-hour stoppage
on 17 November to demonstrate
their determination to struggle for
the demands of their programme,
This half hour stoppage was total.

PRISONERS

Then came the death of Franco
and the days of waiting for the cor-
onation of Juan Carlos. On the day
of the coronation hundreds of work-
ers from Standard, who had gather-
ed in an assembly the previous day,
mobilised not to greet the new “pup-
et King’ but to demand the release
of the political prisoners, at the gates
of Carabanchel prison.

During the opening days of Juan
Carlos’s reign negotiations were
held with the management. For
the first two weeks the workers at
Standard continued to hold assem-
blies, stoppages and ‘go-slows’ to
support their just demands. At the
end of the first week in December,
the struggle extended itself to all
the Standard factories (Madrid, Tor-

‘We support the fight
s | lead the way for amnesty, but not
as a steptowards ‘nat-
ional reconciliation’.

Interview with Carlos, a leading militant of the Liga Comunista (a sympathising organisation of the

Fourth International in Spain)

% 'hat is the attitude of the
Liga Comunista to the new

regime?

The new Government is a contin-

uation of Franco. The jails are still

filling up and so on — there is no

relavega, Toledo).

The continuation of this mobilisa-
tion on 9, 10, and 11 December was
projected as part of the struggles
organised and called for by the work-
ers’ commissions and political organ-
isations throughout Spain on those
days. On the 13 December an ass-
emuly decided to strike on the 16th
in support of the call for a general
strike by the delegates of all the
branches.

What have been the main weap-
ons of the workers of Stanéard up
to now? In the first place, their
programme of demands. This is an
excellent example, because it unites
all the aspirations of the workers,
not only on the level of economic
demands, but also on the question
of political freedom.

Secondly, the continuing round
of mass assemblies where the unity
of the workers has been forged and
the most important decisions have
been taken. This rhythm of assem-

substantial change at the government-
al level.

However, there is a changed relat-
ionship of forces. This past year has
seen millions of workers on strike.
Their whole thrust has been against

Gathering inside the Carabanchel prion othe outskirts o Madrid

bly must be maintained in order to
retain Lhe position of strength which
will allow us to win our demands.

What are the next steps forward?
We must demand that the union rep-
resentalives [elected by the workers
but formally part of the state-run
trade union structure| carry out
their work as faithful spokesmen of
the assembly; and if the workers
believe that some particular com-
rade should sit on the negotiating
committee alongside the official
representatives then we must dem-
and his presence there.

ASSEMBLY

Only the assembly should decide;
not only on the course of the struggle,
but also the final decision on accep-
tance or rejection of any offer from
the management. To take the strug-
gle of the Standard workers forward
and to stop any aggression from the

the dictatorship. All kinds of forces
have entered into the struggle —
students, petty bourgeoisie, peasants.
And when the dictator died an
institution died. So they had to
change their tactics. They began to

management (victimisation or shut
down of the factory), it will be nec
necessary to popularise the struggle
in other firms in the same area and
industry, and into the working
class neighbourhoods.

The first task is to attempt to
unify our programme of demands
with those of other factories, and
also prepare solidarity in the neigh-
bourhoods, explaining the develop-
ment of the struggle and in collab-
oration with neighbourhood com-
missions start to create islands of
resistance if this should become
necessary,

Standard can be the spearhead
of attack for all the engineering
workers of Madrid. But if this is to
be so it does not depend only on
the workers of the firm, but also in a
very important way on the solidarity
which it receives. To organise this
on a united basisis the urgent task
of all the militants in the struggle.
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Slogans for amnesty on wall in Madrid

talk about democratic changes.

Of course this is only talk: they
don’t call for free elections, and for
this reason we demand universal
suffrage for all those over 16, a free
vote for a constituent assembly, and
the right of all political parties to
operate freely.

So things haven't really

changed?

No, apart from the talk. The

amnesty that many people
thought Juan Carlos would announce
at Christmas never came. The perse-
cution of political parties continues.
One worker, Ricardo Tellez in Barc-
elona, is near death after his torture
by the DGS (Direccion General de
Seguridad).

Still, it is a two-sided picture bec-
ause the Government has been too
weak to stop the mobilisations after
the death of Franco. During the
past two months activisis of the
Workers’ Commissions have been
able to speak openly as members
without being arrested — radicals
as well as people like Camacho.
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from one or two slight modifications.
This is important, especially in view
of the situation in Portugal. One of
the first actions taken by the people
after the overthrow of Caetano was
to demand that the PIDE (secret
nolice) be brought to trial. The
Junta simply cannot recognise this
democratic impulse.

How does your position on
democratic rights differ from

that of the Democratic Junta and .

the Democratic Convergence
(the other main class collabora-
tionist bloc, dominated by the
Socialist Party — PSOE)?

Well, the working class needs

democratic rights. The bourg-
eoisie only needs to talk about them.
And the Junta may say it’s for demo-
-ratic rights, but that is not true.

For example?

Take the national question. In

Catalonia they call for the return
to the Statute of 1932 which was set
up by the Republic; this Statute
recognises the legitimacy of the cen-
tral Madrid Government, and its

rignt to legislate in crucial areas like
the Army and foreign affairs.
We say that the peoples of Euz-

o&m you say something about
e recent demonstrations for
amnesty? What about the indulto

- (pardon) of Juan Carlos?

The pardon is a sham, a reaffirm-

ation of Francoist legislation. The
jails still fill up with people charged
under the ‘anti-terrorist’ legislation
of last August. (Under this, anyone
even speaking or writing about an
organisation like the Basque nation-
alist group ETA can be imprisoned.)
In December alone, 1,000 people
were arrested for violating this
legislation.

About the demonstrations: the
most important was at Carabanchel,

a district of Madrid where upwards of

50,000 people demonstrated for
amnesty. The police had cordoned
off the area around the prison, so it
is difficult to get exact figures.
Thousands of workers have gone on
strikes and demonstrations in
practically every Spanish city.

What is the exact position

of the Liga Comunista on the

question of amnesty?
Our party supports the fight for
amnesty. We have led actions for
it. But we don’t view amnesty as a

step towards ‘national reconciliation’

for all Spaniards, as the Democratic
Junta (Communist Party-dominated
bloc) does.

Although we fight for amnesty,
we cannot pardon the crimes of
Francoism. We call for the forma-
tion of democratic workers’ trib-
unals to judge the criminals. When
the reformists speak of ‘reconcilia-
tion’ they mean they don’t want to

fight against the Francoist apparatus.

Amnesty doesn’t mean leaving the
criminals free to do what they like.

We call for the disbanding of all
the repressive bodies, like the Brig-
adas Politico-Social, the Guardia
Civil, and the armed police. We call
for the dissolution of Franco’s
courts. For the abolition of not
just the ‘anti-terrorist’ legislation,
but also of the undemocratic laws
that have been on the books for:
40 years now.

What is the position of the

Democratic Junta on this
point?

The Junta is for leaving the

Francoist apparatus intact, apart

kadi (the Basque country), Catalon-
ia and Galicia.should be able to
decide for themselves through na-
tional constituent assemblies what
relationship they want to have with
Madrid. Anything else would be un-
democratic.

Furthermore, the Junta and the
Convergence view the Army as part
of the ‘democratic process’, and bel-

ieve that it can be called upon to sup-

port democracy. We say that it is
intrinsically undemocratic. We are
for democratic rights inside the
Army for all soldiers; we favour set-
ting up soldiers’ assemblies.

What is the difference bet-

ween the Junta and the Con-
vergence? Could there be a coa-
lition?

They are both cross-class forces;

but by calling for the ‘democratic
break’ the Junta appears to offer a
democratic alternative. The Con-
vergence has the same programme,
but is viewed by some sections of
the bourgeoisie as a potential threat
to the CP. The big capitalists who
do not support the dictatorship be-
long to the Convergence.

Faced with the recent mass strug-
gles, however, the Junta and the
Convergence have combined to try
to suppress them. The ‘Democrat-
ie Council’, which includes them
both, gives the King some critical
support.

Isn’t the CP supporting the
Democratic Military Union
(a recent formation involving
about 200 officers, nine of
whom are on trial for sedition)?
Yes, and they also tend to support
their programme — which doesn’t
even call for democratic rights for
soldiers. They are demanding a more
professional army. They want to
keep their official privileges and
they want more money. The CP
says that they are ‘friends of the
people’.

Of course we call for the drop-
ping of charges against the nine off-
icers. The Government isn’t even
allowing them to be defended by
civilian lawyers.

What has been the effect of
recent events in Portugal?

In general the mass movement
has grown in strength since the
overthrow of Caetano on 25 April
1974. There were demonstrations
in every major city, especially in
Seville. But the events of 25 Novem-
ber have caused great confusion
in the vanguard here.
We are trying to resolve this. But
if the struggle in Portugal continues
it will serve as a stimulus here, thus
it is still very important.

What about the American

presence in Spain?

Spain has had ties with Yankee

imperialism for a long time. The
Americans supported Franco and
they hope to remain in Spain, espec-
ially in view of whal is happening
in Portugal. On 25 April, when
2,000 US marines landed in Seville,
a local journalist who happened to
write about their arrival was put in
prison for I don’t know how many
months.

The Americans intend to help
the counter-revolution in Portugal.
The last time Franco spoke, I think
in October, he expressed the wish
for a ‘return to law and order’ in
Portugal. And despite their lack of
public support, the ELP (fascist
Portuguese Liberation Army) and
the Spinolists maintain bases here.

Hasn’t the situation in Port-

ugzl provoked some differ-
ences inside the Spanish CP
about Intersindical (the cent-
ralised trade union federation
in Portugal) and the role of the
Workers’ Commissions?

There is a tendency in the Span-

ish CP which opposes the almost
total support given to the Fifth Pro-
visional Government. Nuestra Ban-
dera (the CP’s theoretical organ) has
run a public debate between Carillo
(the CP Secretary in exile) and Cam-
cho (CP leader of the Workers’ Com-
missions). Carillo says that the work-
ers should continue to work through
the state-controlled unions, the CNS;
Camacho thinks that the Workers’
Commissions should be reconstituted.

What about the recent events

in Madrid?

There was an important strike on

11 December in the construction
industry, over 80,000 on the out-
skirts of Madrid. The Liga Comunista
led some of the workers’ commissions
in calls for a general strike in con-
struction. The strikes had a dual
purpose: on the economic front
they were against the wage freeze
(one of the King’s first moves) and
against shutdowns. But the central
issue was amnesty.

The metal workers’ unions voted
unanimously in favour of the 7 Dec-
ember demonstration at Carabanchel.
But because of limited legal tactics
available to the CNS, and because
slogans like ‘Strike and everyone
go home’ were used, the strikes were
not centralised.

There were meetings in each in-
dividual factory, but the CP refused
to support the call for a general day
of action. The LC called for a general
strike in the metal industry and for
demonstrations, stoppages, meetings
and elections of strike commitiees.

o".\’here are the LC’s forces

teachers.
concentrated?
We do a lot of work among the
youth, university and secondary
school students as well as young
workers. We are beginning work
among the soldiers (not with offic-

Are you considering more

work among the youth?

We are discussing the formation

of a Trotskyist youth group, in
sympathy with the Fourth Interna-
ers but with young draftees). But tional. We are planning a conference

e have not got very far with this soon, and other points we shall
yet e discuss will be tactics for building

our party as part of the Internation-
al. The debate taking place in the
International now is very important
to us; we have recognised the need
for the Fourth International since
our formation in 1971.

In the working class our priority
is the metal industry, where we have
workers in all of our branches. Next
in importance is the construction
industry, then textiles. Many of our
members are bank workers and

This is the first printed edition of
a paper in Spanish put out by
comrades of the LCR-ETA(V1) in
London. It is available price 10p
plus postage from Red Books, 97
Caledonian Road, London N.1.
There wili be a fund-raising party
{with disco) to launch the paper
on Saturday 17 January at 7.30
in the Bank, Tolmers Square, NW1.




The fall of the Moro Government in
Italy is a direct result of the Comm-
unist Party’s huge gains in the reg-
ional elections in June. The CP
increased its vote by nearly 6 per
cent to well over 33 per cent and
the Socialist Party also increased
its vote to 12 per cent.

The two major parties of the Italian
working class thus took a massive 46 per
cent of the vote, while the main party of
the Italian capitalists, the Christian Dem-

ocrats, saw their poll fall to 35% per cent.

The attempt of the Italian ruling class to
intimidate the workers through the 1972
‘Centre-Right” government, increased
support for the fascists, and the reaction-
ary divorce referendum in 1974 has @
dramatically failed.

lI'aced with the prospect of the CP
coming to office, the capitalists, the CP
leadership,the Social Democrats and
international imperialism arc making
their preparations. FFor the lalian capit-
alists it is a question of ‘social democra-
tising” the CP to the maximum possible
extent — seeking to complete definit-
ively the transformation of the CP from
a p.n-l_\ whose primary allegiance is to
the Soviet burcaucracy, to one whose
first loyalty is directly to the [talian
capitalist state and its ruling class.

Hypo*rltlcal
This is the meaning of the contin-
uing offensive against the CP on ‘liberty’,
‘pluralism” and all the other hypocritical
phrases which the capitalists ignore in
practice but use to attack the workers’

parties.

I'or the leaders of the Italiun CP the
problem is posed differently. The
Communist Party is deeply rooted in
Italian society. If it ever came to a direct
clash between the needs of the [talian
bourgeoisie and the needs of the Soviet
burcaucracy, then a majority of the
Party and its leadership would undoubt-
edly choose the Italian ruling class with
only a Stalinist minority opposing this
social democratic majority.

At the present time, however, the
Party does not have to make such a
choice. The main problem for the CP
leadership is how to assume office in a
way which both guarantees the Italian
ruling class against the CP's supporters,
without the majority of the working
class getting out of control of the
Party bureaucracy.

The CP leadership’s solution to
this problem is the *historic compromise’

a coalition between the Communist
Party and the Christian Democrats, By
a formal alliance with the main capit-
alist party the CP guarantees to the

For a CP-SP
Government

in Italy

Italian ruling class its good behaviour:
by threatening its membership that a
*Chile style massacre’ will oceur if this
alliance is broken, the CP hopes to keep
its own basc under control.

Outside this framework there are
two other actors. Iirst is the United
States. Despite what the Halian ruling
class probably now believes, the Amcri-
cans do not agrée that Italian Comm-
unists have changed their spots,

They don’t entertain the ridiculous
idea that the CP will seize power. but
they do believe it will act as an arm of
the Soviet bureaucracy - which is why
the CIA sent 6 million dollars last month
to “anti-communist forces’ following the
12 million dollars it allocated to “anti-
communist unions’ in Western Lurope
in the late 1940s, and the 19 million
dollars given over a period of years by
the Standard Oil company to “anti-com-
munist partics’.

Socialist Party

Second is the Italian Socialist Party.
Since 1946 this party, crushed between
Stalinism and the anti-communist policies
of the ruling class, has scen itself decisively
replaced as the main party of the ltalian
working class - even in 1946 the SP
gained 21 per cent of the vote compared
to 19 per cent of the CP, and gained
400,000 more votes than the CPin the
union elections.

Now this party, having lost even
further support through 12 years of part-
icipation in ‘Centre-Left” coalitions with
the Christian Democrats, is seeking to
revive its base in the working class
through attempting to combine support
of the ‘historic compromise’ with a
‘leftist” policy — hence its move to bring
down the latest Government, its support
for abortion, and so on.

Tasks clear

But one thing all the contestants in
[taly arc agreed on. When the Communist
Party enters the government it must not
do so in a government only of parties of
the working class, but only with the
cover of an alliance with the Christian
Democrats,

The task of the working class is
equally clear — to break up the bourg-
cois coalitionist manocuvres and force
the parties of the working class to take
government into their own hands. Let
the workers see whether the Communist
and Socialist leaders will act in the int-
erests of the workers! l'or a CP-SP
Government!

JOHN MARSHALL

Reading. Berkshire

I

That evening and the Following day
mass demonstrations took place all ac-
ross the city 5,000 marched from the
Chrysler car plant in the industrial sub-
urb of Villaverde, thousands of engineer-
ing workers demonstrated in the city cen-
tre, 3,000 demonstrated in the industrial
suburb of Getafte, 1,000 mobilised in the
street-market, and 4,000 workers and
students demonstrated after a football
mateh attended by luss 20 "gs Fach of
these demonstrations was brutally attu-
cked by the dictatorship’s police, using
tear-gas grenades and baton-charges.

This wave ol struggles . cgan just aftes
the death of Franco when workers from
a number of multi-nationals, including
Chirysler and the ITT subsidiary Stand-
ard Dleetric, started strikes protesting
against the wage freeze declared by Juan
Carlos and demanding a total amnesty
for all political prisoners..

Last week they were joined by 4,000

struck for a-50 per cent rise in their mis-
erable £28 weekly wage, Workers from

WHAT TO DO
ON SPAIN

1. Messages of solidarity from work-
ers organisaitons in Britain are needed
above all. Branches of the railworkers
must support the Madrid Metro workers,
car workers' shop stewards committees
the workers in struggle at Chrysler, and
S0 On.

2. Many of the factories in struggle
in Spain — Chrysler, Standard Electric,

if possible concrete solidarity action, is
particularly important within these com-
panies.

sion in Spain (AGARIS) is circulating a
statement throughout the labour move-
ment condemning the repression of the
dictatorship. Copies of the statement
can be obtained from AGARIS c/o 49
Chippenham Road, London W.9.
AGARIS is calling for a week of action
for 9-15 February.

4, Get delegated from your labour
TICHETIENTE S GAUTILAT 10 58 5T i
conference called by 3 number of mem-
bers of the TUC General Council for
14 February

DEMONSTRATE IN SOLIDARITY

WITH INDIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS

Join the Campaign for the Release of

Indian Political Prisoners (CRIPP) con-

tingent in the demo®on Sunday 25 Jan—

assemble 1pm Speakers Corner

—release all political prisoners

—end the prison killings

—halt the torture of prisoners and
detainees. =

*demo organised by Alliance Against

Dictatorship in India

CRIPP address: 22 Boundary Road,

London NW8 (328 2332).

Workers gather in the industrial suburb of Villaverd

STRIKERS
STOP MADRID

Once again the jails of the Spanish dictatorship are starting to fill up with working class militants as the regime of
King Juan Carlos tries to halt the current wave of working class struggle sweeping the country. In a series of dawn
raids on Saturday, the dictatorship’s police rounded up more than thirty militants involved in leading the industrial
struggles that have rocked the capital city of Madrid over the past week.

workers on the Madrid underground. who

Kelvinator etc. — are part of multination-
al companies. Messages of solidarity, and

3, The Action Group Against Repres-

: : _H' 5t Office as a newspaper. Published by Relgocrest Jor Red Weekly, 182 Pentonville Road, London N.1. (01-837 6954)

Stamdard and Chrysler mounted hig sol-
idarity demonstrations with the under-
ground workers, inspiring thousands of
other Madrid workers to come out in sol-
idarity. Many employers responded by
locking-oul their workers.

Altocether some 50,000 engineering
workers are either on strike or locked
out in Madrid, and bank. construction,
testile, and chemical workers are also
fighting for wage demands and threaten-
ing to take strike action. The under-
ground workers have resumed work, but
have announced they will come out ag
ain il thewr demands are nol met by the
beginning of next week.

Nor is the movement contined to the
capitaly important strikes and demonstri-

tions have tuken place in Barcelona, Scville,

the northern Basque country, and among
agricultural workers in the southern pro-
vinee of Andalucia.

As the dictatorship fights buck amainst
this growing movement with its tradition-
al weapon  repression
nation will strengthen the upsurge and
deepen the political demands of the mas-
ses. The retormist leaders of the Com-
munist and Socialist Partics, and their
competing chiss-colluborationist “fronty’
(the Demoucratic Junta and the Dem-
ocratic Convergenee ) will seek to restrain
this movement in order to avoid frighten-
ing the Spanish capitalists, and place their
faith in cautious ‘pressuring” ol the cap-

rising mass indig-

italists to secure i few limited material
amd politival concessions.

But revelutionary militants in Spain,
particularly the militants ol the Fourth
International, will be fighting for o it
ad front of all workers organisations 1o
coordinate and strengthen the present
upsuree into o general serike which can
bring the dictatorship down, break the
power ol its brutal police Forces onee aind
tor all, and enable the Spanish working
class to win all their material and politic-
al demands,

Such a resounding victory would im-
mensely strengthen the power ol the
Spunish working class, wnd represent the
first step towards a Socialist Spain,

@ LU branches of the nternationad
Marxist Group must place on the agenda
of their next mecting the steps they can
take in solidarity with the beginiing of
the Spanish revolution.

Concrete plans showdd be drawn up
Jor getting messages of solidarity fron
the fahowr movement to Spain, hlding
local solidariey movements, circulating
the AGARIS statement, holding local
solidarity meetings, and preparing for
the week of action, Al details of TG
and wirited labowr imovement meetings,
pickets, demonstrations, solidarite mesy-
ages, ete. must be sent to Red Weekly.

‘We can't go on like this!

We can’t go on like this, you know. Only £20 came in for the Red Weekly Fighting
Fund last week — none of it from IMG hra{;‘ches. Comrades don’t seem to have re-
covered from the Christmas festivities yet; but already the New Year has seen impor-
tant developments in the class struggle with the Chrysler defeat, widespread strike
action in steel, a new British offensive in Ireland, and now the mass upsurge in Spain.
The New Year has also brought us another round of price increases. The £20

which came in for the Fighting Fund last week isn’t even enough to pay the addition-
al printing costs. ©ritish Rail have put up their freight charges by 15 per cent....and

so it goes on.

Dig deep this week. We aren’t joling when we say that your paper is in serious
danger of going under if things don’t improve. If you cant send us money then send
your cigarette coupons, Green Shield stamps and the like. Every little bit helps. So
rush your donations to: Fighting Fund, 182 Pentonville Road, London N.1.
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES
DOMESTIC: £6 per year

£3 for six months

£9 per year surface mail
£12 per year airmail

Write to RED WEEKLY (distribution), 182 Pentonville Road, London N.3.
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