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Last Saturday’s Assembly on
Unemployment ranks as one
of the largest ever delegate
conferences held by the labour
movement in Britain. The
turn out of 3,054 delegates
is absolute confirmation of
the mass opposition to the un-
employment policies of the
Labour Government.

Furthermore, the very size and
representative character of the con-
ference shows there is a real will
to struggle in large sections of the
working class. What it is waiting
for is a fighting lead.

Such a fight, however, requires
a decisive break with the policies
of propping up capitalism proposed
by the conference organisers. Meas-
ures like import controls, which are
designed to protect an ailing British
capitalism at the expense of work-
ers in other countries, offer no sol-
ution. To call for such reactionary
measures is but a short step to call-
ing for restrictions on immigrant
workers — a demand seized on by
one delegate from the Seamen’s Un-
ion affected with the virus of rac-
ism.

Pay controls

Nor is it possible to fight unem-
ployment and keep quiet on the
matter of pay controls. That might
save the Labour MPs some embar-
rassing moments, but it fails to con-
front the means by which capital-
ism is attempting to make the work-
ing class pay for its crisis. The dole
gueue and reduced living standards
go hand in hand.

However. in its guide to action
the conference offered some pos-
itive proposals. It proposed to
‘make the fight against unemploy-
ment the main theme of May Day’.
A National Day of Action is also
proposed for 26 May, with a march
for supporters from London and
the Home Counties to lobby MPs
at the House of Commons.

This should be turned into a day
of massive working class action
with strikes and demonstrations in
every town and city demanding an
end to the Government’s policies
of unemployment. Dundee set an
inspiring example with its local gen-
eral strike on 5 March. The del-
egates and supporters of the Ass-
embly must now fight to furn every
city into another Dundee on 26
May.

The Assembly also called for the
setting up of Action Committees
‘to campaign against unemployment
based on trades councils, trade un-
ions, factory groups, political org-
anisations...” The task is to fight
to build these in every area and to
make sure that every single organ-
isation in the workers movement is
affiliated to the Action Committee.

Test is action

These should be built not on
the policies advanced by the con-
ference organisers, but around de-
mands for the rejection of all wage
controls, the restoration of all cuts
and the introduction of a program-
me of nationalisation and public
works to ensure the right to work,

The test following the Assem-
bly is what will be done to put the
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proposals into action. Every mil-
itant will be tested by their deter-
mination to build for strike action
on 26 May, by how they work to
build broad-based Action Commit-
tees, and by their struggle to ensure
that the campaign against unem-
ployment is extended into every
section of the working class.

Many Labour MPs and national
trade union leaders were at Central
Hall on Saturday and made their
share of militant speeches. Now
they have a real chance to back up
their own words.

The MPs must set a lead by vot-
ing against Healey’s forthcoming
Budget. They can get down to the
factories and sites in their constitu-
encies and call for strike action on
26 May. Not least they can put
themselves at the head of the move-
ment to build the Action Commit-
tees.

For the trade union leaders the
next step is obvious. They should
return to their unions and fight to

bring out their members on 26
May. How serious Buckton of
ASLEF, Roberts of the AUEW, and
Gill of TASS were will be seen in
in how they fight for these propos-
als in their unions.

The IMG calls on its members
and supporters to workunstintingly
for the success of all these actions.
It is through this struggle that the
fight to win the movement to a
clear anti-capitalist programme —
including demands for a sliding scale
of wages, workers control, the
achieving of the demands of the
Working Women’s Charter and oth-
er measures necessary to meet the
crisis — can be carried forward. It

It is inseparable from the strug-
gle to build the biggest, most widely
based and most democratically org-
anised movement against the pro-
capitalist policies of Labour’s lead-
ers, It is a key starting point of the
fight to build a class struggle oppos-
ition in the labour movement.

This Assembly proposes as a minimum
guide the following actions:

{a) The recall of the Trades Union
Congress and Labour Party Conference
in order to mobilise the movement for
support for the policies outlined above.

{b) Letters, telegrams, resolutions to
trade unions, the Labour Government
and from labour movement organisations
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer
before the Budget Day, 6 April.

{c) Make the fight against unemploy-

ment the main theme of May Day demon-

strations throughout the country.

(d) A National Day of Action on
Wednesday 26 May, to include marches,
demonstrations and whatever is felt to
be the most appropriate action in each
area of Britain. These actions should take
place during working hours. In London
and the Home Counties it is proposed to
organise a march and lobby of MPs at the

House of Commons.
(e) Organise delegations to lobby the
TUC Special Conference of Executives.

(f) Arrange meetings with MPs in
their constituencies on unemployment
and the cuts and also propose that town
meetings be held.

{g) To establish Action Committees
to campaign against unemployment
based on trades councils, trade unions,
factory groups, political organisations
and to support actions taken by
workers in defence of their jobs.

{h) The two organisers of this
Assembly, the London Co-op Political
Committee and the No. 8 Confederation
of Shipbuilding & Engineering Unions,
will consider organising mass demon-
strations at the TUC and Labour Party
conferences to press for policies that
will lead to full employment.
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