SUNDAY 9 JANUARY
DEMONSTRATE against the deportations!
Agee and Hosenball must stay!

Out with the CIA!

Repeal the Immigration Act!

Assemble Embankment tube station, Lon-
don, 12.45. Move off 1.15 to march to
Home Office, Whitehall, and US Embassy,
Grosvenor Sq. Then to rally at Speakers
Corner. SPEAKERS: Judith Hart MP, Ken
Morgan [NUJ Gen. Sec.], Philip Agee, Jo
Richardson MP, and representatives of
CRIA and the Cypriot Defence Committee.
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A RISE in the Chinese consump-
tion of alcohol is explained by the
celebrations at the fall of the
‘Gang of Four’, according to the
official Peking news agency. But
according to other reports in recent
weeks, the masses have found
other uses for all those empty
bottles.

Sections of the British press have
hysterically blown up reports of
anti-government violence into a
“Civil War in China’. The reality is
slightly less dramatic, but no less
significant.

Most reliable reports indicate
riots in Paoting, near Peking,
which seem to have spread te the
southern provinces, centring par-
ticularly on the towns on the main
railway network.
groups’ of the People's Liberation
Army have been drafted into the
trouble spots.

PEDDLED

Chinese agency and radio rep-
orts have predictably peddled rep-
orts of murder and rape by the
dissidents. Equally predictably, the
‘Gang of Four’ have been blamed
for the disturbances. And still
-more predictably, the British press
has echoed these sentiments exact-
Iy.

After his death, Mao was prais-
ed by no less a friend of the
working class than Edward Heath
as having brought stability to
China. The Western press is now
concerned to lend its support to
Hua Kuo-feng in his efforts to play
the same role.

Nothing is more frightening to
the bureaucracy and its Western
apologists than the prospect of the
Chinese masses moving into
action. The evidence of recent
weeks is that there have been
similar disturbances dating from
April after the purge of the ‘capit-
alist roader’ Teng Hsiao-ping.
There are now indications that
Teng is to be rehabilitated.

FACTION

It is not clear at present whether
these latest demonstrations are tied
to any particular faction of the
bureaucracy, such as the Chiang
Ching group. It is unlikely after
their repression of the Cultural
Revolution and block on wage
rises in 1972 that the ‘radicals’
have many friends among the
masses.

Only two things are certain. The
‘radical’ faction, which is not
genuinely a left ‘alternative to the
present ruling group, can provide
no leadership for the growing mass
movement. Secondly, however
confused the present demands of
the mass movement, ils mere pres-
ence 1c.a maior threat to the
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A NEW YEAR'S

NO PAY

DENIS HEALEY’S New Year message was that
the Labour Government is ‘getting it right’.
Obviously the pantomime season
Because for the working people of this country
the New Year heralds in a massive leap in the
prices of everyday necessities:

Milk has gone up, and Labour's abolition of
dairy subsidies means that butter and cheese
will rise by about 4p a pound this month.

Coffee is already soaring. An 8oz jar has
risen from about £1.05 six months ago to £1.36
today. Bread also continues to rise, and goes
up by another 1p this week.

Flour rises by 1p a pound and beef prices are
expected to rise by 10 per cent in the next
couple of months. 3

Gas bills will rise by up to 10 per cent in
April, thanks to Healey's Budget. Other Budg-
et increases mean that cigarettes go up by 4p
for 20, beer by about 1p a pint, and whisky by
31p a bottle.

Rail fares have gone up in London and the
South East by 162 per cent, and by 122 per
cent for local journies elsewhere.

This comes on top of last year's inflation,
which even by official figures was running at
15 per cent. But the rise in basic wage rates
was only 12.8 per cent, before tax. According
to the Economist, workers' standard of living
may drop by 10 per cent this year if incomes
policy continues.

It is this issue of incomes policy which will
be a crucial issue for militants in the next few
months. The Labour Government does not
even pretend there is a ‘prices and incomes’
policy anymore; food subsidies go, Chancellor
Healey himself raises prices at will — only an
incomes policy remains.

Working people can answer the attacks of
Callaghan, Healey and Co. with an incomes
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lingers.
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policy of their own: one that gives automatic
increases in wages as prices rise. Even the
extremely restricted threshold payments of the
Heath era protected workers’ living standards
more than this Labour Government has done.
A real sliding scale of wages, strictly tied to

rises in rents, food prices, and clothing and

monitored by trade unionists, would do much
more. Fought for nationally, it would protect
the working class as a whole; and control by

RESOLUTION

POLIGY
IN 1]

working people would mean that trade union-
ists would not be held in thrall to Cabinet deals
with trade union bureaucrats.

It is a way forward for the New Year: no pay
restrictions, for a sliding scale of wages.

HOW T0 GET A
KNIGHTHOOD

. The Tory press used to call him '‘Desperate- Dan’ McGarvey.

The one-time 'left’ president of the Amalgamated Society
of Boilermakers, Shipwrights, Blacksmiths and Structural
Workers used to be the scourge of the establishment. But
that was before the infamous Social Contract arrived on
the scene, when Desperate Dan followed the lead of other
one-time 'lefts' Jones and Scanlon and mellowed.

At his union’s annual conference held | May an
emergency resolution was tabled criticisng Healey's culs
in social services. Up leapt Desperate Dan to demand that
the motion be withdrawn. It was, he said, ‘a vote of no
confidence in the Labour Government'.

The motion was duly remitted, and over the next six
months Heéaley wielded his chopping axe time and time
again. The likes of Dan McGarvey have given him a blank
cheque to cut wages, break up the National Health
Service, create mass unemployment and atfack education
standards. =

Now Desperate Dan has been given his reward, and the
New Years honours list has elevated him to Sir Daniel
McGarvey, Knight of the Realm. Only one problem
remains for Sir Daniel. When Her Mafesty places the sword
on his shoulder and says ‘Rise Sir Daniel’, he will find it
very difficult. For he has been on his knees so long.







