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EyTinng oo go- by, wa are likely to
s @ sharp inoredse  In ante-lrsh
provacETinnE n Britain in the coming
months. As the Chile demonsiration
wias desarang s Sunday, The polio:
mved 0 on & crowd of militants
who were chanting ‘Free, Frea, ihe
Batfast Ten'. In the seuffling that fol-
lowed, tour peopls were arrested,
thires ol tharm Ircdh

A5 they were being faken into cus-
tody the poliom made remarks such
i, Hioody Irsh bastarcs, wihy oonT
vou go home?. Qne lnshman was
seriously ravghed up oy the | -
e hed replied 10 their jibes by 85%ing
what thit British Sriy wwas darg in
lretapd. bm Kemp, g eeding mem-
ber ot the London Joint Sies Com-
ol bed, waas aleo the target of racialiso
comments:.  He has: black hair and a
tarned complexian, and WwWas g"EE'.F!:’J
by & policaman who saic, “Andther
forejon  bastard —ahwy don't you go
harned”, i i bn fect 8 Sooteman
The police were obviously prepared
tor & onfrontaticn, Both the IMG
corntingent and the Belfast Ten Dhel
ence Gomimittes ware surrounded by

INSIDE :

SHREWS -
BURY p.3

h

Ch.I pp.4-5
e ’)

Irish
Militants
in Court

plain-clothes mambirs of the Sgacial
Patrod Growp throughout the entire
demonsfraton

[hesse seeeifs add to the s already
expressad by the Baffast Ten Da-
feric Coererniiee abaut e prepos

shility of a fair trial for the Ten in
the presant sifuation, Prass head-
lings abaul “Sesters of Terroe’, inoro-
porm which run alongside scare stor

s aboul bombings, will add 1o the
alfearty maslve prejudics Bganst tha
defimclants,

At the seme time, B 1Al of fou
leading Iresh militants is taking placs
n e Dl Hailey, Bovees | gan, Johin
Grey,  Michaa| -2'_+{ana and Jlohn

BLACK THIS SHIP — the Brivizh-twili Chilean destrover "Willlams”, currently belng refitind an Tirnow o along wioh fer sisier ship. “Rivercs’

Flavin e charged with cosdpiracy
to capse & breech of the peace during
tha Anti-lnternment League demaon
stration on & February 1872, which
tonk plece afrer the Bloody Suinday
massacre in Derry, One wear and
saven months after the events, with
little or o prass moverage, the Siame
15 trying to wectimisa thasa frishmar,
& parl ol s allort 10 G rETar s
salidarity in Britain with tha strug
e my [redand

Thera iz only ona reply that can be
g, Ao 1ha1 15 T dely tha wrich
hunt, and to fight within the Lab-
QU mowarnent 10 win sopport - for
Irish wclims Ol Hreiusd oSt A
thera must D8 mawimum  sugport
for the Balfast Ten Defence Comrmil
teer damonstration, This was orige-
natly schaduled for last Sundey | ks
walt postoonad becassr of the Chile
damo, 11 nove gtarms this Sunday; at
2.30p.m. from  Charing Cross: Em-
ankrmant,; marching foSpeakers Car
nar, where there will be o rally ad-
chezmac oy prominant Repablicens
and reembers of the Labour and Soc-
AlET  mhvermien1s, Forther catmils
from 88 Roslyn Rosd, London ™16
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Thoussnds of socialist militanis have died in the heroic resistance
to the recent military coup in Chile. Thowsands more have filled
the jails of the new military dictatorship, awaiting summary ‘justs

e’ from military  court-martials,

Meanwhile, two Chilean warships are sitting in the Tyneside ship-
vards of Swan-Hunter, Their presence there is a reminder that it s
not only American imperialism that bas had-a hand in recent Chil-
can affairs, but British imperialism as well,

The two warships were oripg-
mally bkt in - Barrow for the
Chilean Government, They are
now being refitted in Tyneside

PS

gz part of Brilish Imperialism's
programme of ‘aid’ to the Chi-
lean military. 1t is not & coine-
idemce that the man named by

By CHRIS BALFOUR

the new military dictatorship
to represent them in Britain
should be Rear-Admiral Buzeta,
head of Chile's naval mission
in this country.

Trade unpionists in the Tyne-
gide aren have alresdy lnunched
B campaign to stop work on the
shipe and to try and prevent
them being returned to the
blood-stained hands of Chile’s
military bosses.

The Wallsend Labour Party put
out such a call last Baturday,
On Monday a meeting organ-
iged jointly by the Communist
Party and the International Ma-
rxist Group initiated a camp-
mign on the question, direcled
at local trade unionsts. They
have since gained the backing
of the South Shields Trades Co-
uncil for a demonstration in
Wallsend this Saturday,

suppart for the Chilean work-
ers, peasantes and socialist milit-
ants must be organised throug-
howut the working class move
ment. Al goods moving to or
from Chile must be uncondit-
ionally blacked, =s the Hull
dockers are reported to be

doing. A movement must’ be
created that can prevent the
Tories granting recognition, of
continuing anv form of aid, to
this dictatorship, which has
come by power over Lhe bodies
of Chilean socialists.

Of * particular argency i the
struggie to get work on the
two destroyers stopped and to
ensure that they are not all-
owed to retum to Chile. Hes
olutiong to this effect should
be passed by every working
class organisation in the coun-
try, and massive protest actions
D}'mgniﬂcd Lo back such resolut-

The Chilean military may have
aucconded in destroying the Po-
pular Unity Government, but
the struggle of the Chilean wor-
kerz and peasants will go on.
They will desperately need the
solidarity and support of the
international working class mo-
vement. We must de our part
to ensure that they get this
bacling.

No Recognition of the Military
Regime.

End All Aid to the Military
Dictatorship.

Black All Chilean Trade.

Keep the Warships Out of the
Hands of the Chilean Butchers,
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Pay Board reports
on ‘special cases’

Whesi all workers face ststutory pay restraimt,
any union which fights its battles as 3 ‘special
case" does 5o af the expense of the movemeni
as 3 whole. It undermines in advance the politi-
el umty needad by the movement ot such
fimes.

The recent Report of the Pay Board on Pay
Anomalies makes this potnt in an ironic and
graphic form. 1 proposes thet some of those
mninms whose leaders in Phase 2 had arpeed
that the arbitrary timing of the Freers hind
made thein cases lor specinl 2 xemption should
ol knst be nominully compensared ail the begin-
ning of Fiase 3. Bul the moncy is to come
from the fotaf aveilable for pay rises under the
Phaze 3 Tosmula

The Beport is desizned 10 clear up anomalies in
vy where sotilemenis are normally fixed in
elation 1o the settlements of other groups
where the pacesetters settled before the Freeze
lzsi Movember, the groupsrwho follow in their

Pickets

Wourkers from Adwest Engmneering were harassed
by the police and threatemed with arrost whei
they picketed the home of the company chadr-
man dnst Monaday evening.

The picket was intended to drive home (o the
e e P e i the determination ol the workers,
who have maintained their sitdan steike atl the
Reading [acdory since 200 August . They ans
trying to stop production being ghifted o
Sunderland, with consequent largescale redun-
dancies,

The action has already stopped production at
Japuar, and Yensen, while 400 workers at
Lansing-Bagnall have been Jaid ofi. In addition,
the priceof the company s shares has fallen by
Glp to 225p. Nevertheless the manapement hive

made i serous pitempl to achisve 3 settlement,

a5 the following record of the six meeting
bebween [he workers and the manapement
shows

Friclny 31 Aupust—a waste of time.

footsteps were Jeft dn the cold. A million and a
quarier workers, including ol servants,
hospital workers, gasmen and watermen, fall
into this category. The Repart now allows
thesa dilferences to be made up, Thus the gas-
men will have their wapes made up to 1he mies
of power workers; the hospital workers will
have thiir rates made up o those of fogal
eounc] manal workers, receiving 40p 2 wesk
extea; and the Civil Servants are picked out a3 s
special case d=erving 1%

NOT AUTOMATIC
These rigsesare mofd gubormalic awards. On the
coninry, the unbon leaders will have o aliend

the Fay Board (o cluim the money. The recom-
mindstions of the Report therelors represent
& cirrol designed to attract union leaders along
to the Pey Board before the stcuggle by the
wirking class against Phase 3 gets under way.
There & evidence that an inspired leal of the
Report o the TUC Congress in Blackpoo] had
some eéffect in swinging the narrow majority in.
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v eniry for management at the Adwest gates

favour of individual unions heing sllowed to
attend the Pay Board during Phase 3 where they
theught it helpful. Bill Kendall of the CPSA
described the Report as o ‘hasis for meacliation”,
The Gowverninen| will claim this as a tactical
vietory .

But hobody should be foaled by tha Pay Boand
Repart . Hospital workers, for instance, will not
be satisficd with a paltry 40p 3 week exin,
which will not be hackdated and which comes
alier the bigpest round of price inereases sinee
the War. In Liverpool they are already threaten-
imeg [oy strike —the runk and file mose not allow
the union leaders o get away with the argument
thiat peeounts huve somehow best settlad by
this nuieoauvis,

Far from being Fair”, this Reporl underlines
ot wgin the planned reduction of raal wages
helng orpanised By [he Government . Atfter rob-
bing workers of money wnder Phgses | sad 2,
the Goversamen] now proposcs T SO0 out soie
of the “anomalies” thus creatad by robbing
other workers under Phase 3. This makes i all
the more necessary 1o smash Pliaae 3, Otherwise,
thetrade union movement will smply become
ertzngled in divissve arguments about who can
et the most from the Peyv Board | rather thio
uniting in struggle pgoinse the whole principle
of State regulation of wages.

Dave Bailey

LD
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Thursdsy & September—the menagemeont pre-
sents an ‘aprecment’ demanding an unpreceden-

ted degree of job Mexibility, refuses oo negotiate,

and the talks break down,

Friday 7 Seplembser—al 3 meeting between

T. loyner {Vice Chairman, Adwest Group) and
PFat Farrelly (AUEW Disisional Grganizer ),
Iﬂ}':l.t:l claims Lthal he wanis to come to teTms,
and [rantic Morts are made by the mampeme nt
fo convene an carly meeting,

Mondny 10 September - Jovner pocs back oo
his previous Snformal' offer.

Thursday 13 September—some progress is nmds,
and cereain pusrantees on job s2cunly are con
cisded

Friday 14 Sepiember - lovner retracts the com-
mitments made at the prevous sesion,

This ‘hard coplsoft cop® technigue is inlended

to-dicoricnt The workers, fo make them feel
solted nnd powerless, and ready to accept any-

thing which will release them from this
schizoid atmosphese. The management know
that 3 workloree confident of their own power
will not accept spead-up ond job flexibility
praposals, ond the strike must therefore be
amashed.

Bui the ‘Catch-22" for the Adweat bosses B
that the workers have pothing o loge. Rather
thom po back on the mansgement’s terms, most
of the workers will po elsewhers (or @ joh,

The militants understand the impordanee of the
wsies al slake, and will keep upthe fighr. In the
course of the astruggls it les booonse clear thai
the motive hehind the ma nagement’s 8clions &
the grovwing land specalation by comjpanies with
factorecs in the Reading area, where Innd prices
are sky-high, A victoryat Adwest will bea
sharp blow at this profiteering ap the expems of
workers” live lihoods,

Pat Robdrgaon

BLACK WORKERS STRIKE IN SLOUGH

The 150 production workers al Loodon Actid
Mastics Lid. in Slough hinve been on strike for
mope thamn vag weeks, demanding the reinsia e
ment of 3 shop steward and foar wirkers, who
wire suspeisded by tlse management.

Whike the tmmediate cause of the dispute was
the suspension ol these workers, uniderlying
it is & fong history of racial discrimination prag-
tised by manaperment and accepred by most
of the white workers, {0 the 200 workers in
the factory, S0 or a0 are white —they have the
beiler-pand, e arducus jols, The lnwer-paid
production jobs are dons by Asian and Wes:
Bidiam workers, Some of the Indian zod Paki-
atanl women workers, for example, are
emploved oo beavy work ke sand-blasting.

T addicion, ibe Factory Acts sre being iznored.
Ench shift works eighl bours with fo fea
breaks, and during the lalfhour lunch beeak
production on (he line has td be carried on ot
the wusem] high rate,

Fad Weekly ¥ Septerpher 1873 Page 2

The digpute began when (he management
demanded o 25% incrcase in the prod uctiah
targets, and summarily suspended the five
Indian and Pakigiani workers who found they

By PAUL HUNTER

could not manage the merease. Yol no action
had been laken Lhe previons week against g
while worker who had faiked b achieve more
Phan fadf of the old tarpes,

Arput oalf of the Dlack workers are in the
Traneport ond General Workers Union, and

four T8 shop stewnrds ore leadiog the serike.
However, the convenor, a while woman worker,
is crossing the pickeet line every day, alorme wilh
e other white workers, some of whom are
alsn T&G members. [t is warth noving rhat in
this dspoie, Tor the sl lime in Skough, the
Imdian and Pakistani women workers eve come
out solidly wich 1he men

The T&G afficial vesponsabla 2 Me. Willat, [old
Ked Weekly thut the Union was; “Unfortomiely

L

unuhle 1o make the strike official becmse the
procedore bad mot been Tollowed  He told the
witkars Lhal the sirike was: "Your choice, nod
ours.” He alse clsimed thol ihere woeno racisl
digerimination in the fectory,

Aftes megotiations st Tuesdsy the Unlon
afficals stated, slmost in Lhe same hreath, @ hat
the managerent relused to reinstate the flve
men, and that the Union would not moke the
atrike-offical

The Tk offivials are cesolutely dodping the
vsue of racism, and hiding behind their progs-
dures to ref i oflicin] brcking for the sirike,
The immediate ctfect of theeir nttitude has been
to produce demoralisation amongst the strikers,
and its long-rerm elfegl could very well be to
drive members out of the Undon in disillusion-
ment. Flis dispale underlines the linportance
ol o Vight by black workers o lores the

GUSSENT

Towards equal
exploitation ?

Ome result of the economic crisis through which
Iiritish capitalism (s passing is the inereasing
employment of women relative o men, Since
1967 the numbser of men workers in the bbour
Eores has fallen by more Lhan hall & million,
while the number of women employed has
riseni by over 200,000, The reassn why
capitalists are employving more women I8
obvious; thele labour power |8 vesy much
cheaper. Average weekly carnings of [ull4ime
mele workers are still about twiee those of

| women (£56.20 compared with £E18.34).

In 1970 the Labour Gavernment pased the
Egqual Pay Act, If Implemented, it would do
likthe to end Lhis differential. All it does iz to
legislate for equal pay in the sameor broadiy
comtiparable [obs by 1875, 1L leaves unaffecled
those jobs which are done only by women. But
even by smbar jobs the Act s full of leopholes:
ciipitalists bave bron bust chonping job spedali-
cations by mventing new grades for wamen or
men anly so s le prevent comparability. The
unbons can challenge thin, but only at the eost
of o Tullscale work study which can be used
also to increase the exploitation of Lhe wark-
foree in ponerul throeogh rationeiisation.

Bl even Lhe extmemely limited improwment
for some women workees which the Aet
represints is being progressively sabotaped by
Tory Gowernment manseuvees and by L
Imdilference of union kaders, The Tories
refused to mplement the provigion of the At
Lhal wormien s rubes should b 90 per cent of
‘meen s by 1973—which the TUC meekiy
accepled. In comparable jobs wenien's rates
remakn aboot B4 per cent of men's, Under
FPhase 2 of the pay laws, women’s pay can rise
by maore Lhan the £1 + 4 per ceni formula; but
only to chese one third of the gap with men's
rates, S0 any firms which hod been lorced by
umion pressure to mplement the Act more
rapidly ara now prevented feom doing sa, Or
rathor, moy fasber implementation has to be at
the expenge of men workers.

In any cese, in industries where men workers
arg badlyr ocpanissd , capiialists are already
implementing the Act al thelr expense by hold-
img male rates constant and raising only
women 's; or even, as in the cxse of Relail
Cooperatives, by redudng men's rates. Even the
1872 engineering pay agresment, in which
Wwomen's pay wis ralsed by more than men’s,
followed a period in which womeon's tales had
fallets sevboushy hehind.

If the trends of the three years sinee the passing
ol the Act were maiobaioed , then it would be
another nlne years before sven this very limiled
notion of equal pey was achieved. In other
words, Lhere will have bo be an enormous
dcpceleration of women's pay ineveases if the
provisions of the Act are to be met. IF, for
exampbe, over the next two vears, men's rates
rlse by 20 per cont, women's rates would have
to rise by an average of 36 per cent and i some
industries by a5 much ss 60 or T per cent,
Civen the critical sage of British csapitalism
reflected in the Tories' all-cut atinck on wages
through the pay lows, it should be obvious that
there i no intentbon on the part of the capitalist
¢lags to give snch large incrimses (o Women
workors,

The Tories therefore must be preparing either
to repeal the Act or atb the very east to delay its
implementation Indefinitely. Employers who
are going dow on s implmentation are
avidently confident that they will seon be
releaged from thelr obligations. I & imperalive,

| therefore, that the lnbour movement ahoold not

only strugghe againat the increasing use of oop-

¢ holes in the Act, bul should also be prepared

to resisd its complete rabotage, which the Tories

Lrade unions to Tecognise thelr special probléms | are planning as part of their general atiack on

and e resist che racist inllisences which affect
many whits trads union members.

the living sandards of the working chss.
b chaul Price
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This Saiurday, in Liverpool, delegaies from afl
over (he country will be meeting to dbciss the
way ferward for the campaign in defence of the
Shrewsbury 14, This conference has sn impor-
tant job fo do; it must start to organise the
biggest push from the working class movement
we ve seen Yt an the question of Shrewsbury.

Engineers, miners, dockers, and many other
groups of workers, are now taking up the
Shrewsbury campaign. The prospect of their
own struggle now booms lorge. For them, as well
w4 for Lhe rest of the working class movement,
certain important questions mest be answerad,

What does Shrewsbury mean for the ability 1o
picket? How should we arganike 1o prevent any
more altacks on this crocial mstrumenl of
working class struggle? How does Shrewsbury
fir into the geneml offensive apaingt Phase 1
now building up? And, most importantly, what
part can the Shrewshury campaign play in the
struggie againsi the Tory Government?

IN THE BEGINNING

When the Shréwshury case first began 1o break
ihroogh the ring of silencs imposed by the
capitalisl press. the workers movement was in

fight apunst the Tory Covernment and the talks.

MOVING FORWARD

Ihe k2y 1o all this was the central dofence com
mittee’s call for bocal defence committees in
every ares, In Sheffield. Edinburgh, London
even places like Brighion and Colchester,
defence commitizes were st op, involving
representatives of most of the loco] laboar
mavemeni . In these areas, and many others,
initiatives were taken to build up nterest in
ahrewsbury and fight back againsi the Tories
Trades Councils orgnnised local conferences:
delegates were sent on demonsirations; money
was collected and rallies were hold. At leasia
small section of the rank and fil= began to move
LAl Sciion

These sctivities, together with the local fight
back against the amplovers” spead-up and

aitacks an organsation (for example st Chrys-
ler), began to move sections of the working class
forward again, A series of victorles were won al
the trade union conferences held throughout the
summer: In ASTMS and the AUEW, for Inatance,
a resojution was passed rejocting an Incomes
Policy under any government. Finally Scanbon
was forced to withdraw from the talks,

SHREWSBURY:

DEFENSIVE TO

OFFENSIVE !

confusaon. The missrs had balloted not to
strike, Fords hod retwrmed to work, the gasmen
had pone back, and so had the hospital workers.
There were large protest demonsteations on

1 May. Omn 2 May evervihing was back to
pormal.

Meanwhile the TUC lesders were sitting

Mo, 10 Downing Strest sceing how much they
could sell away. It seemed wry difficalt 1o
prevent fhe bureaucrats from talking, AL the
same (hme the employers und the Tory Govern-
ment began to test the temperaiiore of the

water. Victimiuiion and attacks on factary
organksation, combined with an attack on
pickeiing, all within the framework of the TUC-
Tory talks, aimed o prepare the pround for
dealing with any possible wages explosion to

(=8l inl-

For the working class ihe only possible way thai
(he talks could be smashed ard the fight ageinst
the Tory Government restarted was by rank and
file workers organknng to move ahead, despire
their leadeship’. Who wounld lead soch a fight?

The Communist Party could not risk leading
massve actions, like the carly ones they pulled
off agalnst the Indweina) Relations Act. Such
actiong would shatier the fragile alliance they
hnd bailt up with Scanlon and Jones - now
perched cosily in Mo, 10! Although verbally it
oppmed the TUC-Government negotialions, o
deathly ailence hung over the Morning Star when
il came to ways of fighting the talks and
preparing the fight sginst the Tories.

AN ISSUE

It was chear wiil the first small Shrewsbusy
demonstration cn 15 March ihat here was an
lsue on which it was easential to resise, Bul i
wias abso an ssue which could unite all workers,
and around which they could bagin to strupgle.

I many ways the charges kaid againsi the 24
building workers for their picketing during the
building strike summed up the preparations the
ruling class was making. Later thai month the
Engineering Emplovers Federation submitted a
memorandum to the Government, spelling owut
the failure of the Industrial Relations Act,

They pointed ool that, with the power of the
mank and fibe still mot broken, new methods were
needed tor deal with the working class, They
suggeated the we of the oriminal laws againet
trwde unmion activity. This wad the tactic which
the capitalisi siate had abready adopted with the
Shrewsbury case. It was obvious that Shrews-
bury was designed to prepare the ground on
picketing a0 that struggles like the one the EEF
faces now could be smashed,

The significince of Shrewsbury was that
watkert in every area could be drawn into
organisation and activily aroumd the case. Thia
was the only way ko win, and, at the same Hme,
coild represent a first step towards o united

The significance of the local defence commitiaes
and the Shrewshiry campaign was that thew
bnilt & wnity of sections of the work ers move-
menl inaction, Together with the stropples
mentioned abowe, they brooght the rank and
file into acticn despite and agaimst the bureau-
crats and held back the Tories tactica] of fensive
Because of thoss indapendent dctions of the
mank and file and the wictories at the individual
wnion conferences the basis was laid to mowe
into the offensive agingt Phase 3 ond the Tory
Government despite the dght tum of the TUC,

T show that the rapk and file could organise
independently of the trade unkon bureaucracy
wis po undermine the hasis of (he tolks. It was
o woarning that the burcaucrats would smply be
bypassed if they came oul with o sell-oet deal.
Tostay the piciire has chenged to the extont
Usal the miners have submitted & claim far o

4 1% incresse. The epgineers have submitted a
claim for @ £10 increase, Both these claims hawe
two things n-common —they drve a railroud
through any pay policy {and will have peneral
working class support because of thal), and they
are the spearkead of v new working class offen-
sive, Both are accompansed by & flurey of rank
and file activity,

RANK AND FILE ORGANISE

In Sheffield, for instance, a cull has gone out
from the shop stewards® quarterly meeding For a
nationoel stoke, This i combined with the wsiting
up of a stnke committes to prepare the ground
locally. The conference called by the rank-and-
file paper Engineering Foice in Birmingham on

3 Beptember, representing a substantial portion
of the rank and Mo of the enginesring industry,
prassed i resolution calling for natlonal strike
potion.

Among the miners, sirike Tunds hove already been

¢t up in many pits. In Kinneil pil workers hawe
been puaranteed solidarity action, v the cvenl
of any strike, from 3 seclion of the local refinery
workers, Many militants in both englneering

and the mines are @alfling for joint sctons. Such
action would amount to & general strike sifos-
tion which woold make il possible for the
working class movement to win a resounding
victory and bring down ihe Tory Government.

All this combines with a prowing interest among
major sections of the working clas movement
in scwme of the discussions taking place inglde
the Labour Party. This rases the prospect of o
comibdmtion of mass inmdustrial action with
organisation on 8 more political bagis and a
search far more Jong-4erm solutions to the
pmblems facing the working class.

DEFEND PICKETING

What, then, iz the importance of the defence of

the Shrewsbury workers for the coming
sbrugeles sgains dhe Tnry Government? Fimst,

wi hawve toremember thar while even he ac-

quitta] of the 24 will not stop the effaciive we
of polics an pdeket lines, navertheless the tactic-
al edge will clearly be decided by the defonce
which can be mounted now The fallure

of the irade unlon lesdership to come 1o the
aud of the Shrewsbury workes so far could be
B signal for aven more exlensive intimidation
by police on picket linea. We must make the
defence of thess workers part and parcsl of the
affensive of the working class sround the
caginecrs and miners

Local defence commueigss m the areas must
cofivene capferences to spell out plans for
mabilising fhe local working vlass movemem

to defend the Shrewsbury 24, We face blg new
‘atruggles, which are threatened by the growing
use of the police. We must not allow the police
to break ap pickeds and arrest militants —even

if they are eventually ‘let ofi". That means thai
all local bodies of the lsbour movement must
st up defence bodies for pickets in the strupgles
to come, Special meetings ahould be held 1o
prepare for local pleketing, Arrangements
ehowld, and cun, be made to protect every local
picket. This is the leazon of Shrewsbury, Mow,
mord than ever, we must show the Tory Gov-
ernment that stracks on picketing will mest
magsve opposition. This implics a massive show

o

Demanstrators march through Shrewsbury after committal proceedings, 18 May
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af force in all induseries in solidarity withthe
Shrewsbury 24 when thel case opess on
3 Uctober,

COMMUNIST PARTY

These activities extend and streagthen the inde-
pendence of the working cluss from fhe trade
union burcaucracy. They depend on incrensing
activity in the localities, They are not part of a
Tecipe for creating 'ginger proupgs” in the bureag-
cracy as e way forward, The Communst
Porty, howewer, bases its activity on sucha
recipe {i‘nd-ml wrate the cookbook)

At the moment , throwgh their actlons in the
areas, they are trying to oppode representaron
from local defence bodies at the Liverpool Can-
ference, All plong the line they hawe opposed
the organisation of ol actions by the defence
commitiess, and they will coptinae t do w0

With ibe rising prospects &f class struggle, the
bureaueracy & forced more and more 1o ghan-
dos the ides of an easy desl with the Tory
Government. Mevertheless il is scared to death
by the rise of militant struggles. The possibility
of creating @ real indepesdeses of the rank and
file of the working duss has not been greatar
for = long time.

What iz the line up of the CF on this? Their
policy for o whole period has been to iry o
build an alliance between the kEading Jefts" in
the buresveracy and the rank and fite. Soch &
bridge is becoming more and more difficult to

| buoild. The CPF must keep activities ke those

around Shrewsbary well under control, if it i
not to-throw its relationship with the Yeft”
huregucrais out of the window altogather, But
it B B0t posabde to lead the working class
movement forward and prepare far the hig
striggzles in this way.

If the Liverpool Conference does nothing mone
than pams a proiest resolution and call on the
trade umod buresucorats 1o take up the case of
the 24, it will have bean a failure, The main

| task of this conference must be to strengthen
[ the independent activity of the rank and fle in

defence of the Shrewsbury 24 —to develop nsss
actions, organsation aod understanding of the
importance of thiz question, and g relation Lo
the emerging working closs of fensive aghinst the
Toriea. That Is the oaly way bo win over Shrews-
bury, nnd the only way to prepare for the
coming showdown with the Tory Government.

Paul Smith

Fled Weekly 3 Sepiember 1973 Pags 3

[Aryaany Pkl oL a0 foaomig




. o e

=

R T T .

[
|
E
|

THE RECENT MILITARY COUP IN CHILE sets two ]I'[l ortant tasks for the left

in Britain - to solidarise with and defend those who are fighting ba(:k

CHILE: THE LESS
MUST BE LEARNT

bloody military
dlctatﬂrship, and to
learn from the
Chilean catastrophe
in order that such a traged

The bloody tragedy that bas overtsken the
Chilean working des offers only one ovmmpe -
tiom : i ezl the kesom of this experience can
be studied and tken to heart by the workers'
movement everywhere, so that such s diaster
need never again tnke place.

The events in Chile have shown that a working
class movement that tails to' develop its own
political institutions, thai fails to dallenge the
ruling ckess monopoly of volence, that fails to
break up nnd smash the instroments of capitalist
riike, remains completely ot the mercy of the
farces of resction and can take ondy the most
limited steps in the directon of socialiam,

A working class movwement which, [rom the seal
of gowernment, calls for the expropration of
one secior of the ruling class after another, yet
utierly fulls to develop the paliical snd miliary
MRS NECMSAry o carry these expropristions
ot , places ibsalf in g death4rup. In such o
sifustion the only alternatives are permanenr
reroduddkon oF milltary dicteiorchip: either the
workers” movement regobutely tackles the
gution of the ‘armed bodies of men® cons
troilled by the raling cluss, or it will be mases-
erpd by them

Familinr though thes: lesmons may seem , they
are now expressad in o way which enohlss w2 to
e concrelely the alfermative road, the road to
woionoas workers' power which s, in the end,
muchleas bloody then the ‘peaceful road” to
military dictatorship,

ELECTICN OF ALLENDE

The background to the election of Allende in
1970 was one of rising closs struggls and &
greatly weakened capltalist order. The wolory
ol the Cuban rewslution, the strengthening of
revolutionary currents on the Lstin American
ledy, the deleats milicted on LIS impenalism in
Vietnam, all helped to give the workers' mows-
mmeent in Chile a new sirengih. Above all the

The following is an excerpt from the
speach given by Tarig Ali at last Sat-
urday's IMG public meeting in solid-
arity with the Chilean workers and

pEasan s,

The first question we love (o ask ourselwes is
the following one : why did Amevican imperia.
lzm, in collusion with the Chilean bowrpeoisic
and the Brarilan military dictatorship, decide
to organise the overthrow of the Allende
regime?

The Americins are quite prepared 1o tokerate
reformist governmenis, a8 long as these
EOVErnImE nTE carmy oul one essendinl task: 1o
keep the mas movement down, to infliet
comistant and consitent defeats on the mas
mavement. I you study the record of the
Peruvian military regime, that is precisely what
it has been doing.

The bourpeaisie 5n't simply puided by econo-
mic nterests. It il toderate the naliomabsation
of Gull il (with suitable compensation),
nationslisation of ofher industries, as long as
ihe reformist regimes carmy out the functions
which in the past were carried out by the
traditional oliparchics in Larin Amersica,

Imperiabist irestment in Latin Americn is
changing, American imperiakism today i con-
contrating more and mode on eeanufacturing
imdlustey, ralbar than on maw moterials. Thisis
unidfdrmining the raditional oligarchies which
opce dominated Latin Amercics,

The Torres regime in Bollvia began this trend,
But the mioote the Torfes regime couldn® eon-
Lain the mams movemend, o military coup waa
organised by the Undfed Statos, using the biggesi
continental ally they have developed in Latin
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_ ragedy need never again take place.
The International Marxist Group pledges all its energies to the carrying out of these
tasks and Red Weekly will treat them as a top priority.

guerrilis campaign of Che Guevara had an im-
mense impact on the palitical thinking of the
masses im Chile, as elsewhere in Latin America.
Allende himzelf was wery oware of this factor in
the political sitiastion and sought o identify
with the Cuban revolution whenever possibls

Allende became President in o country which
had already experienced six vears of Jalf-hearted
reforms under Eduardo Frei's Chrostian Demo-
crata, Both Fred's nationalsation mseasones and
his agragian peform programme had arowsed

mass éxpecliabions withoul sal'i:-;i'_l,ling them,
They hod besn carried ont entisely witldn the
Iramework of capitalism and imperialisme Yet

gt the same tme they bad lelped (o spark off
bitter social struggles such as the long strike at
Pusrio Monti in which two dozeh workers wers
shot, There was aleo 3 prowing movement of
land seizusss by peasnts, especally in the
soulth: Chilean workersand peasants were
beginning todemand 3 fundsmental transforma-
tion That would go bayond pieceinzal teforms

Partly in responss o this; the propramme of the
Sogalist Party took s gharp nurn to the Lekr, It
was ahle [ooinsist, neamsl the wishes ol @11 Com-
mungst allies, that the cléction platform would
afnokce 1he poal of suppressng mplialgm and
installing socialism., Sines the programme failed
to tsckle the goestion of the cliss character of
thi stale il was mol & Tevolufiomars [ oEm merme
biat neither was it o classical Topular Front®
FiCEE i

WORKERS GOVERNMENT

The election of Allends counld bave been a preat
slep farward Tor the Chilenn working class,
Rewslutionary Marxiats oppose (he mylh of

the ‘pesceful’ or “parliamentary” road 1o qodia-
bsm, higt that does not mean thal we relect the
possabdbity of workers' arganisations forming
the government within the fremework of the
capitalisl simne.

TI:h: formation of such & povernment can gowes-

fully asgizt the development of (e workers’
movement, so long a3 the fentral objsctive of
this povernment is Lo promole mass molabisn-
tions owlside of the framework of perlismant
and the state maching, to encowage [he growth
of organs of worksrs' power, and to prepare the
ground for the inevitable showdown with (e
capitalist state machine.

However, Allende and the Popular Unily conii-
tion, rather than sdopting this approach, tims
and sgaln chose oty and deal with the prob-
lems facing them, not through the mobilization
of the masses, but by relying on thelr aventual
exgcutioners—the copitalisl police pnd militury.

The firet eonomic measures of Adleade im-
praved the material position of the massss,
restrained inflation and Jod to the cxproproation
af a number af enlerprises and the beginmnings
of a serious land reform. Support for Allende
grew , and in he Abril 1971 elections for Con-
preas the Popular Unity receied just over 505
of Lhe ware, This growlh of elastaral sirenpth,
however, was not in any way matchod by a
prowing working class mohilisation. Dunng 1he
1970 presidentis] slections, almoat 15 000
Fopalar Unity Committses hod been gstablished
Upoughout the country. However [ese am-
mittees were limited almost exchusively to
aleciorn] endy. They were create from top
down & bodies appointed by, and acootintabls
Lis, Liw .I‘.l.rl}' b udrnls @ond mol directly Lo
the maeses. Instead of being vsed to mobiliss
mixss backing Tor Goverpmeni messures, the
Popular Unity Committees wers put into cold
storage to await the next =kclion,

HANGMAN'S NOOSE

By cmbarking on something approaching an anli-
capitnlist sconomic programme without any
attempt to back i ap through organs of popuiar
power, the Gsovernment wus putting its head jn
the hanpman’s nooae

[mevitably , eeonmnle problems basel (he

inst this

NS

sodioany , aggravaled by the sibolaging apeni-
tions of both Chilean and international capita-
lists. Sales of Chilean copper ware hoycotied

o the Upited States and elsewhere, while (he
US gnvernment ingisied on the repaymant of
immense debts incurred by the previous Frai
Government. A Government firmiy on the rovo-
lutianary pach would have been able o
repiadinte these debts, As it was, rapid Inflations
began fodevelop, shortapes of spare pacts began
to appent, foreign reserves dried up ond the
middlz gectors of the popolstion becime
alignated lrosm o Crovernment thad did not seem
to have a clear aoluthon.

Thess struts provided Fertile ground fot che
grovwlh of @ rightst counteraitack Lo the
Government, including the development of
fascist ewrrenis around @ growp calied [Forhar-
land and Freedom'. In September 1971 the
EoaniEr-re vl uii omaT mehiligHon 3;3_51':5: the
Tepme goquired a ngw stpengch: there wasa
strike ainst the sovérnomreEnt by many profes
slonals and by the lormy owmers, The lorry
avamary were holh nomerous and imporiant,
atnce they wese mainly self-employed dnvera
awning onky asings yetlck. The country relied
heavily oo transport, 80 this strike seriowsly
damaged Phe soonomy sod Thraatened the mnwve-
ment of essential loodamiTs

Tena of thousands of locry Gwners: wlimy with
their Tamilizs, conped oulside |he copital aiy
of Fantiamo. The Goverament sonzht to deal
with thisthraat through o combinalion of con.
CeEnins Lo the lorry dhemers and attzmipts to
cind the dependene an Che lorery owners
throngh the development of che ‘state tranaport
syitem, To regtore Lhe conlidence of the
ruling ¢lass in the "lowabiding’ intentions of
the Government, three top-mnking military
officers were brought dnto the @hine.

This did oot stop the lorry owpers challenging
the Gowrnment again wheo thay ran inte further
dilficulties, The Gosernment then sent in the

THE HAND OF
IMPERIALISM

Amene - wamely the Brazilian military dictator-
ghip. The military cotp of Hanger in Bolivia

was carried out Barpely wnder Brazilian puidance,
wilh Brazlian encouragement , If the coup had
been defeated by the srmed resistance of the
Bolivian masses, the Brazilinns sould have inter-
vened.

The Aliende reformist experiment in Chike
failed mor only in Ehe sense wowhich we Marx-
ists mean it —that it failed to achieve socialism
Tour dE faibed also from the point of view of
being able to contuin the mass movement. Thal
la wilat the Allende reginie was expected to do,
and that is why a section of the Chil=an bour:
penisie toleraied it for the first vear. H vou
study the halance ebeer of the fret year of the
Alleode Grovernment , theee wera no strikes h'!.r
[he hourgenisie, no national lInck=suts, no
strikes by the lomry owners. They ooked care-
Fully nnd tried to smell cut sthich way this
Tegime wis moving. and they pave this eéglme
three years to docthe job. Well, chis regime was
unable to dothe job,

Hese were raflacted the progswres on the princ-
pal pariy, the parly which had the Presudent of
C:hike in s tanks - Che Socmbst Parly. This, so
far uk sovwlademocratic parties go. had ndopted
lairly leltowing thetoric. Sections of & had
struggled, with arms in hand. alenmide ths
minere apningt the Frei regiine, So the A llende

{zovernment and Popular Updty a2 2 whale

laced o very dillicult chodos —a-choice which
avery redorodar will confront at some stage of
other, particulorly tna pre-revolutionary period
aither you break with Che robing cisss, and
orpanise snd prepars for this bresk, or you
srnieh The mass 1'r|-::rrur:_1=lnl Yeme can sl on the
fonce for a certain time, a few months, a few
yvears ai most, Bul finally history cudchks up
with you.

In the case of the Allende povernment, history
Began o ieh up with it wery goickly, The
minute Allende began fo notionaliss secticns of
it manufactoring industry in'Chile, when
factory oecopations started to bresk ond
towarde the cnd of last year-and the bepinning
of 1his vear, then secioms of The American
ruling clas began to openly prepare for rhe
overthrow of this regime.

Of course, they would have preferced it if this
could bave been carried out within the frame-
work of Clillean, bourgeois demacracy, But

they were noi ahle to da that, partly because
they moden number of serious tacrical pis-
takes, and ooe of these mistakes was fouad out,

The mreal Americon multisnational coyporation.
Infernational Telephone and Telegraph {ITT),
wils caueht sl ity rrousess dwn, The 11T
howmes began o caucus with olher bomes in
Chile, with other Americon capitalistsand with

memipers of the 118 State Department, 1o
prapare toovertloow the Allende: segime.The
ITT orgamised saborage.

Allemde, of courss, nalionalized the 1T17%
itterests o Chibe; and all this lowvely informa-
tion came oul when the ITT appenled to the
somerican culing ¢lass uinder o law that any
American firm expropriated by o foreign
governmenl can cham an endrmous aimound ol
cotnpensation.

In the hesrings on this clpim 2il chis information
carne out ahour how they had been organising
with the State Deparfment, how ITT had con-
Iribulesd half o million dollirs o Nizon's elec-
tion fund, had promised to make four million
dodlars available o Uhe CLA b orgamise a Tew
comnmdnds rards i Santiago.

S0 rhe booarpecisiz, after Allende proved in-
capabls ol crughing the mas movement, werg
determined Lo gyerthrow him, And the United
Starzg gowerpment was, of course. nvalved o
this because b was ton seriows a decison for
the Chilesn Army to lnke on ils own.,

Chile 15 the onby country in Latin America
which bas had somne dort of bovirgeois-demecrs-
ric tradition oved Che last Tour orfive decades,
When you are trying £o prevent armed sirugghs
when youare tryiog to crogh Lhe mass move-
it on a Labis Amenoan seale, then voog
have o heve some model to pot Tarward, o a
whole period Clhile las been that mode],

The 'Chilean Rosd ' has more thar one meaning,
The Communist Parly and 1he Sociahist Pariy
= il to menn that stete power could be
taken peacefully. But the roling ¢lags alsio wsed
il phease: For them, i meant o boumgsois
tfemeceatic country, where thegs was freedom
to orpamnisr trade vidons, political parties, Ble,
S0 when the Chilean Atmiy decides, in ane
martal Blow, to end this teadition, don't
lma e they take fhis decgion an Lhair own,



polics fo break up the strike and to take pos-
seatiion of the lomies. It was this series of eventy
that ked directly up o the miklitary coup.

REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY
Clearly o worbers” government guzded b a
mevolutionary strategy would never have deair
with the crigis in this woy. A mobtlEation of
the masses shoold lave besn used to demon-
sitafe the real strength of the Government and
toend the lorry owners™ sirike . If hundreds of
thivusands of workers had surrounded the lorry
owners’ encmpment there s every likelihood
thal they could bawe foreed them fo atandon
the strike . Though ihe fascist proups were
cetlamly sctive among the lorry drivers, a
profetarian mobllsation would have split the
drivers and persunded & section of them Lo
shandon their conspiracy againsi the Govern-
ment. However, msiead of mobilising the mases
ifl soine such way as this, the Popolsr Unily
Government insisted that the besl way io beai
the lorry owners® sicike was ot the workers 1o
stay af work and maintain production

The dectson foinwiie the military inta the
cahinel could only help to kegltimise military
imtervention and o prepare the ground for a
toup. Al every point the Populir Unity sought
io do deals with the mikisry top brass and failed
to g tate politically among the rank and (ile of

the army. In the fisl manibs of wctory the
Government was in an dxcelbent position io
inist that the rank and (ke of the armed forces
he organised in frade unions which would have
provided & counterweighl o the nuthocity of
the mikitary chicfy. The exgtence of (he sl
it owched capitalist armed Toross wais a4 crifical
obstnclke with which the Popular Unity Govern-
iz il lad fo deal. Howeser | these forces wene
in aome weys less formidabde than they maght
have been, They numbered some 25 00—
Fuirly small comipared with the mass orpakza-
tiona on which the Populsr Unily was based,
which number their members in hundreds of
thouwsands:

ARM THE MASSES

The central aspect of sny revolutionary stratepgy
should have been fo arm the mess srganisations.
Thoogh some clements to ihe left of the Soca-
It Pariy, and in the befi wing of Popular Unity,
did raise this question, the leadership of 1he
Popular Unity, and above all ke Co mmunist
Party, completely evaded it

Workers” and prassnts’ militiss could oaly haw
been Lormed on the basls of csreful (echnical
and political preparation, The Communist Party
and the right wing of the Socalst Party, rather
than comtinually skerting the masses to the Breed
to gelablish their own armed force, sysiomati-

cally led them witly parlimentary illusions; and
inhibited theo feom any independenl molila -
ticn. Political preparstion for armed stnggle
should have been carried oot both by proga-
i and by degeloping the begnning of
profetariin powdt. The Lechnical pre paration
should tove béen underfaken with sll necessiry
eccurily by the working class pariies [hemselves,

The slegan ‘urm the masses” can be un ebstract

ohsurdity if it s [efi oo late—this was somehing

the Sudamese Communists discovered o their
cist 1m FRT1, since the mazses they armed
completely lacked the necessary. orpinsation
and Ltraining, But in the Chilean cese the
strugptes around the implementation of ihe
Populer Uity propramme could have provided
many oppartwrdies loocarry ot the technicsl
and political preparation that was necessry.

The forces of the countersevolution mwe the
Popalar Unity nearly threes vears” srace. To hawe
meved wpminst it right in the beginning would
hawe been very difficult, 1T the Gover nmend
had been Following 8 revolutionry strategy the
military top brass might well have moved
soanet, bod they woold heve met & workers
morement which was egquipped to do batlle,
As il was, the three yvears were wasted and
Popular Unicy mer ifs deckive teat in complels
dasariagy .

Allende’s response to the militiry coupf seems
to have reflected the contradictions of his whole
previous record. He was woken sarly in the
marning with the mews of the revolt, He then
wirnd foa Cowernment-controlled radio station
toourpe the workers (o remain af work and Lo
appeal b dbea Army officers to remamber their
duty fo-The Nation®. Witk o foroe of armed
podice he then oceupizd the Moneds Palacs,
where be puf up a bast despers (e Tesistance to
the Torces which be bad so hopelesly amd so
disastrausty wought to appease. He chose not
only Lo die fighting —an honourable decion -
but to die fightlng in the symbolic home of
Chilean bourgeois constitutionalism, rather thas
in the working chass suburbs where the strength
of the Popular Unity lay.

Hiz reported last words were: 'Trust In your
leaders, rusd in the masaed’. AL Bhat very
moment thoss workers and peesants who had
trustoed their traditional leaders were paying s
terrible penalty, Those who trusted oy theis
own strenpgth and their own siruggles were
beginning the task of confronting the diciator-
ahip with armed resiztance.

Robin Blackburn

WORKERS ORGANISATIONS

FIRST TARGET

OF REACTION

Vi print befow a summary af an interview which sppegred = a left-wing Chilsan magdzine on 7
saptember, Il shows how the ey s active as a counter-ravolinigrary foros, attempating (o
irush the orpanisations of the workers, lang Defore tha military coua which finally topnied the

Allande gowsrnment,

I he Intryview 5 witha Chilgan worker, president of 10 loeal cerdan In e =mall =iy of Osorno,
in Southern Chile, Caormo is located in an egriculturs) srea satted by small farmers, where fascist

alermants hiwe o strong infiuence,

I'he cordoms were spontineously creatad local organisations of workers which oot scross indysti-
& and trade union lines. They sprang up i 1872 inrespanse to the first lorny-ownars siike, In
ihe months before the i, the class Srugel bezama polarisad sround The political strikes
lzunchesd by sectons of the midale ¢las against the Allenge Gavrament, threataning thi exis
e 0f the Government, Thoss strites resulied insewrs breakdownzin the estribution of Basl

gondy, direclly atfecting the lives of the workers and pesants. In trying to break thess counter-
revotutionary strikes, the condons, alang with The Peopis’s Supply Coenmiitoees st up by the
Governrment, attempted 1o organ s the distrhitan of eentiols) place cantrals an stores and
vinahiouses, and prevent Lhi sabodage of prodaction,

Husactivity, which of ten required armed patrols by the workers, showed dramatically that the
defence of the Governmeant agrindl the Right could net be carried oot withoot the crestion aod
exctansion of argas of working class powe wich @8 the cordomi—podular bodies which Broks

I practice with the capi talist constriutian sl the lwws of orivate property, scting as the ermed

reprasen latves of the warkess argd pesssnts; The

fallure ol the militery and tha feist 1o crnish

thesa devalnpments at the hade mads it necessary o the army 10 topple the Adlende Goweramment
F the counterrevalutionary stroggle was 1o sucoasd |

Afger the unsuccessful army coup on 23 June, an
olf=ngive by tho militsy spinst i king class argani
Aatinrs i Doorng took plaoe . On 3 July, the regianal
lescher od ane of the Populsr Unity parties - MEPLI—
WS- arrested

‘At abae tha s timae, the milisry prals began,
ol The way inwhich thess patrol bebawe, inspecting
pedestrians far arimg, |s hamifisting and & imas o jve
ragant met ... owing to the sl of naed brought abo
by tho sirdce of the iorry ownes, we hav to oeganiss
tha disribistion of parafien, peoesl and lxuid gas. So
wa astatrlished workars' guaids on the stores wlling
patral, whare the right had infitirsted, Thas is whese
the black markst in patral begins, with tha s e ime
paogla who gre given a guots [by the goverament
ditrnibution agency —DIRITNCO] and thon sall dupplien
privtaly. The CUT [national teade union federation ]
had anlied for vhe formation of workers' gusrds, but
thag guards were apposad by the militery, who sed:
sithar wa arn in antral, or the CUT & in aarrrsl, &
thig weis when the coso of the sarredes in the Poopie’s
Supply Commities mras ap.”

The Peaple's Supply Comenittess wete st up By tha
QUNTERMARL i euary worfong class sokirl, 1o ks oo
drsctly the mik of coirdraflicg foad distrinution snd
priees A e Tace-of g rampant - black mar e, 19
pactice, they were mainly cormposed of warkirg clads
hcusem e,

“Thise partiouler woman wara & charge of cantrolling
paratfin and liguid gey being soid in Aliro Concha's
house, They vwere ender ordors from the CUT. A&nd
hen the offioers oame, amd Thess oo mrades wers poi
out &t the point of waehing gune, by an emarmows
detachmeent of woops: sl this to deal with womsn
who viers campletely unermed ! Mosnwhila, tha
ragcticraries sood by applavding, &1 they did in

the syusre on 27 8 oyt .’

The cordrarnation in the sguars on F1 gt vy
alin tvdr (hé ismue of warkers' quards, than baing
arganised by the locsl aoer rrent distribotion
SIACK N s EeE 10 & qovEr TmEnT oeoar ThaT The
rwcks held by vhe senikers shasald ba Forcalully
requisireaned”, i Dearnd, the Mayer bad soreed 19
gvi Thal prxle uniors police suppan 1a ey aut
these requisitane ~suppary thiy would need, as the
wIrikar g bl paiieen non to e awer thed sebiclagand
ware armed . The police were supposad 19 jaie the
rano g0 detgehreal n the aquare. Enscmd,
snlchigrs arr s, :

“The sguore wagk sisrisundéd by & company of

soldinrs .. The afficsr a1 1he hesd of the column gave
ordera 1o the nfantry, who sdwencsd with hayvonets
The oolupnn sopped shaw 2 vards away, and farmed
ug inta & line in front of the woskars, Thae workars
atood Frm. The CUT s chawman 1alked with tha
afflcer, wihiks thies of us who ware leading went back
abang the detachmant of workers, informing tham of
tho detsils of what was happening. Than v wirs told
that we had five minsed ta didparss,

‘Miaarachile, infrom of tka 1own hall, they sot um
thres suls-machine gure pointing diraetly an the
workérs, Soldiers wora running around with boxog

of ammunition smd walkie tolicies, melking connection
with nother detachrmant of infamtry that was mareh-
irg o tha sguerd from the Souh .., A group of
wrhdiers sepped out ard sterted advancing towards the
ool .

Thitra, v im the fiest rarks opposed this asmul with
aur army nsed with rage and frustration. The eall
broha owut from ihe rariks of the workers: 5 b e,
lztan! Yol too vwill be ane of tha axploited] Will you
shoot apaimst your fathers, against youwr clam

ot beers T

This chant hakoad foe @ i#fan the workers' dotarminatian
o sdand Tirm in fromt of the town hall, The soldiers

hit dut with the woodenbutts of their gurs apalnat

the worknrs, Bis then they began 1o lose T marve
{ehay wears litthe more than childran) and sterted to
e round some amemunibion, Buddeniy o soldier
steppod in, hurlad hirmall sgainst his eopnrade, and
shoded "Backl™ and stopped & mcsssons,

“Larter wie heard tha Moyor's wrice cormplaining of tha
way he ad boen trasted when his cor vwos sosrchad for
mrms. Bul i velel was lost in.the showts of workers
wihey wantac) 10 do something. 77 hiss |ios wiere going
ta shoot us™ many of tham sses shout ing.

Tha eeidiars then arrested the Maoyor along with the
kcal chisd of DIRIRCO and twea srpnters who had
bsen arrying sticks. The Mayor was later released
i not Tha eflers.

‘fx In mary parts af the country, i Oomo odey, The
lavel ot axpecikusnes and organisation of The paopla

it omething which mos peoph  could not e
imaginad, These rapramive actions have anly eiccsaded
in speeding up the formation of cibe ndustrial
ool g, strangrinaning the sodars’ oommiteas lor
didenice and vigilanoe, and pressing foeward the task

ol organising distributian.ln mmmary, this escslation
hak sorwsd o unily st srengthan the workars in this
i reen, "
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In January of this year, | reviewed the change

in 1972 snd which had led all the imperialist
countries [with the exception of lialy ) towards
s economic upswing . | wrote that, despite ihe
‘energy crisis’. the growth of East-West trade,

i and the reappearence of shortages in the food-
prodocing sdors of the Western economy | the
exrrent boom would not st very long.

b doubled inone vear and is now more than

in the economic situmton which had taken place three times what it wag two yeass ago ) When

gold beging to move up in vile: and papear
muey diclines, “Gresham’s Law® starts to oper-
ale: bad money dn'ﬂnj:m:-d out of gireulation,
The *bad money ' B sbove all ihe dallar, which
s held on 1o less and less, and Lherelore cirvis
lated inore and more, o twen it bocommes sub-
Jeel to the merciless law of supply amd de piand
and inereasingly declmes b value.

Today, s prowing chorus i predicting 3 recesgon But this huni afrer ‘real valins” beeoies muscly

in 1975 if not 1974, One afier ancther, the
Organisation for Economic Co-operatin ol
Development , (which includes represenisgives
of &l the imperialist couniries), the Brivish
weekly The Ecomomist. und the West Geomim
woeklies Die Zeir and Der Spivgel. hawe all
| referred 10 the mme prospect. These wodees of
doom add sn especially depresaing note (o iheir”
already disturbing prophecy for the world capi-
talist epfinomy: since the corrent phase of eco-
£ nomic upswing embraces all the mperialis
t countried (again, with the exception of ltaly),

4 ihey fear that the coming recession will Lke:
wise ocour simulianeowsly throughowi the
imperialist world. The wordd of the capitalis:
rulding class is tuday haunted by the (2moos

e serious i it offects when o touches on
two Key areas of eeonomic e real esiate and
raw midtetials, Under conditicns of permminent
inflation, the buying of land aod the Buyving of
raw materiald bhevonm miresangly speculutive,
divorced Trom the immediate needs of the
mirrked

o the MNew "I'L;rk commodity exchange he
number of gpeculators hos grown cease léssty dur-
ing recent years. A ‘seat’ on the exchange now
sells for several hundred thousand dollars, Prices
have risen ai & dizzy pace — in Lhe comrse of this
last wear, under the twin Inshes of speculation and
dnd economic upswing, the price of raw mater-
tals has naen 93175

But & rige in the cost of building land {pnd
therelore a rise 0 rents), and in the cosl of mw

Emest Mandel

fale of protil loessned on dhe horizon,

OVERPRODUCTION

Fimally, hapkruplews broke out in the Germon
cuistroction smdustry . threatenog (o drg
sveri | hanking howses Hoto the stormas well,
Fight eredit poticy and high nterést rates have
heein blmmed for tlis calastrophe, Bl che
dreper Gibse Hes in (he facl (hat Tor olse fit
time ginge e end of tle Second Warld War,
whtile dwellings are being built in the Federal
Republic of Germuany et fls sate of 500000 n
vear, there wre nosw maore thon 100,000 pew
dwellings For which there is neliber & buyes nor
8 tenant 21 1he prévailing prices. that la to say
allowing for the prevaillng rate of profi,

Another example: evervone = waiting for a
drowp inihe  price of raw materizls. ‘Specolation
cannot keep prices going up for ever,” the [ian-
dits way, A more basic explanation lses in the
Iact thot the trusts who bhold o monopoly in
many raw oaleriaks, |heir appetites arowed by
the dirzy rise in Prices and pm!‘li: Il..lw. D

i =

genvralived recagsicn _ the e '.'||:|I:uLI1|:_5 of which
we have proclaimed sinoe [H64

HYPOCRISY AND IGNORARNEE

The experis emphasie thatl mllation is the cause
of the sickness and the da meers which weigh on
the international capitalist cconomy. Bur such
2 dimgnosis 15 hased upon 2 good measure of
bvpocrisy, and # good measure of ignorance.

First the messure of b 4 SRS
can be ipnorsnt of the faco ihar the current
“Boom’. far from being threatened by inflation,
5 rather &0 tmmediate and direct product of i,
Take a look. for example, at what happened in
the Linited Siates and Great Britain (10 take
anly two-examples) during the recesson of

4 196571, and &1 how these two countries were
sble to get out of This regesaon. There wag a
rapid expansion of the money supply, reaching
almost 105 fasix months (e the United States
and 20 in oné year in Brifain. without any sig-
nificant increzse in the production of material
goods. Inflation asa means of ‘overcoming’
receion wis the open and declared policy al
the capilist governments, the central and
privaie banks, and the most powerful momopo-
ligs in these countries. Without this inflation,
the current 'boom’ could never have taken
e

ingd then the messure of ignofance - a perma-
nent inflation that has lasted for more than a
guarter century cannot fail, after a certain point,
to produce the clasical phenomenon of accele-
ration. To blame this or that *technical error’,
this or that memister, or lay &t at the door of

1he selfishness of the trede unlons’ or ‘infls
tionary mentality” is (o replace explanation with
witcheraft.

HUNT FOR 'REAL VALUES'

When there is ap abundance of the means of

pavment, a hunt after ‘real valwes” becomes
] inevitable. As bong as this is limited to works of
arl, the impact on economic fife remains unim-
portant. Bui when gold is drawn into this whirl-
wind, the econamic effects are rather more
seriopws. (In fact, the free-market price of gold
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materials, mevitably has an effect on the retail
Prices of all commadaniegs and oo the cosl of
tiwing. Inflation, which persisted throughout the
196971 recesmon and was peceniunisd in order
o escape from the recession, [& now spiralling
apwitds, fed by iis own effects: Annml
ineTeases i consumer prices are gobng from 3 ar
4%, 1o 5, B o even | O9E

This inflstionary spiral has g decisive impact on
intereRl rles. A dooh ak governments Iry (o
pull bock on the inflption of credit a l=seile, 1he
mate af interest rises to excepticnally high levels,
The experts gasp: cpedit rescriction will strangbe
the boom . The pundits reply: inflation
inevitably produces deflation.

Whilke (nflatlon undoubtedly prodoces some
results on it own account . we should not exap-
gerafe the independence of the credit svstem
from the system of production and sale of
goods Inflation does not ‘wulomaltically’ pro-
duce 8 downturn in the sconomy. It &= the
WEATINE Gl ol the forces of exgrEnstn witkin
the economy thal i MES (1 & TECESSIOn H.:,."
apening and closig the lop of credit ansd infla-
tion gt the right of wrong moment, the ruling
class political lesders con increase of educe the
serionancss of # recession a little. They can
ailvince or postpone the time of its sppearance.
But they can md more easure a poermansnt boom
than they can prevent a recession breaking oug
im thee long run.

What tles ropether the credic system and the
production syatem &= the force that governs the
¢bb sod flow of the capitalist business cyele:
Fluct wations in the avérage rale of profi,

The 1969-T1 recesiion was the most gerlous of
the post-war pericd. Linused productin capa-
city was widespread, By the same token, once
inflation allowed the upawing to begin, growih
vould be very rapid. The mte of profit went up
gharply in the USA and Germany, The accumo-
lation of capital received a powerful boost, Then
the inevitable resulied: onoe more ¢xcess pro-
ductive capacity appeared; ance again the mar-
hzts became glutted; onee again & ::Il:c:luu: in the
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stecped up Deedr inveslment progranmes, Lhete-
by creating theipsvitability of overproduction,

For the copper industry alone; sn exoess capa-
ciby of the order of 465 6 cxpected by 1978
Unider these conditions it will nof be necessary
it wait fiwe yeara for the prl-;:e uf popper (o
lall

F-A.LL OF THE DOLLAR

{aeof the most die-hard begends girculating
amang the strotegiats of the Cafe du'Commerce
and oiliér generally welkinformed cirgles is Lhat
the “free tall’ of the dollar is a diabolical war
maching invented by American imperialism n
arder toocut i compotitors in Europe-and
Inpan down fo size. Thanks to the continning
depreciarion of the dotlar fwhich, in the space
of o few years, his lost cne-thicd of its value
relative 1o the Deuschemark and a quarier of
its vilus relative to the yen), Amerlean com-
modilieg are suppoded o BEcome compelitive
o ce Egain.

1 canner be denied that during Ehe lasl faw
owonths Amerlcan imperialism has scored some
points on the trade level, thanks to the devalwa-
tion of the dollar. The fare of the QConcorde,
Snbena’s buying cheaper American planes
inaread of French Dessawll plangs, 5 eloguent
testimony B Hhis,

Rut For several yaars we have predicted whal
would bappen in an epoch of capitalisam in
which movemenr of apinal s more decizive
than moverent of sommodifies: American
impertalism would lose on the level of capital
and property what it won on the Jevel of sales
of commeodities.

BUYING AMERICA

With the lotest devaluation of the dollar, 8 veri-
table rish for Ameriean atock was touched of f
among the Ewopean bowgeoisie. The same
bloc of stock could be had For 15,20, 15, or
cwen 15% less Eurcpean currency than |t would
have taken several years ugo, teking scoount of
Wall Street fluctuations,

S 0f a7, ‘I;ER;T CIT)
e any g

And what individns) capitalisss cin de_ capita-
lel coimparnies can ohvicasly do on o much
grande=r senle. In s July 14, 1973, ixae (he
weckly Seoromisd published an areicks with
the appropriste title ‘A Good Time to Buy
Amerca . Hritish Petroleum bosght the
American Gil company Schio; Plesey abearbed
Albove: British-American Tobaceo absarbed the
higge Mew York department store Gimbel's for
o mere S0 milbion. Mestle bought out Stoaf-
fer Foods from the Litton Industries conglom-
erate for § L0 million; SaintGobain aequired
the firm Certainteed. And thes list & far from
cxhaustive

Ag Tor Jopanese imperialism, of went through an
capaision of cpitol exports thal drove Ameri-
can capital out of a good port of the East Asdan
murket and is dispuiing important Amefican
ganse peestrves lke Brazil and Mexico, In South
Kured and Toiwan, Jupanese trusts are setting
up huge complexes in steel, potrochemdeals, and
ship butlding. In Brazil they are investing more
than the United States is. The Fuji Bank esti-
ates thal export of Topanese capital will reach
3.5 to A thousand million for 199 3 slone, and
it anticipates an enreal rate of $25 thowsand
villon by the emd of the 19705,

But onee agoin. it is an extrapolalion thal
imprudently lpnores congusciural el uations,
atructural erises, soaul tensiops, and u'w:uluuu:l.-
fAry e xplosions.

MOMETARY REFORM

Even on the commercial Jevel, the develuation
of the dollsr has proved to be s poisoned pift
for American imperialism. The fall of the dolkr
has allowed , for example, Japaness copltalists
it smatch up greater and greater Practicons of
current raw soaterials prodluction ot consider-
ahly kbvwer prices {im yen) than those American
industey has-to pay in dollars. The dizey

Tisk in raw. materials prices i no doubi parthe o
Tunction of that competition,

It could be concluded that Americin imperia-
lizm should be interested o a profound reform
of the international monetary svsism, But nll
the debales are furning oo the overhead cost of
this reform. Mone of tle o periakisl posers is
prepared o foot The bill for the othera. U5,
imperialism cannot guarantes an and tothe
inflation of (he doilar, which threatens to
provmke on ecomomic crlsts of overproduecrion
of unparalleled gruvity in the United States
itsell, Bul wilhout halting this Indistion, how
can the convertibility of the dollar be re-
eatablahed? And unless convertibility is re-
gxtabilished, little effective reform of Lhe mnter-
pational monetary sysiem will be possible. And
the Soluticn’ wogld be s return to & gyatem of
guortds, of barter, and even of the pariisl scono-
e iselatiunism that weuld threaten to saffo-
cote internetional trade, as during the 12305

EXPLOSIVE MATERIAL

The crigis of the international mosetary ayetem
and The sharpening of interdmperialist contro-
dictions thet it reflects today comhb i bh
the threar of arecesion that will be closer o
a genernlised recession inall the imperia list
countrees than any other sinee the Second
Wiarld War.

But bo this accumuletion of explogive matexial
for the capltalist svarem in the economic
domain is being ndded some explosive materal
in the secial domain [hat is even more thresfen-
ing to Capital.

The coming recession will break our at a time
when the Ewropean working class is taking hig
steps torward in oTganised forces, combativity,
and class consciousness. Never in the past have
we seen such a simrultereois opsurge of workers'
struggles in Lealy, in France, qa Spain, and now,
although at o shower pace, in West Germany;
that ia inell the key capitalist cowntries of
Europe,

The example of the Lip factory B symbolic o
this regpact. By its presnl militancy and con-
sciouaness, the European working ciass is
regolved —to s higher degree than in 1929 or in
932 —nof to tokrate the resppearance of mas-
sive umemphoyment. During recent yeéars it hag
demonstrated that it is capable of preventing
Capital from making it bear the costs of infla-
tion. And it is preparing slso (o prevent Capital
from making i bear ihe costs of the coming
Goonomic cridie.

Thua, the clements of an exceptionally seriow
social crigs ate coming together on the Evropean
continent, For the Ewropean proletariat and

for all humanity, this crisis cannot be reandved

in i positive manner unless power passes ot of
the haibds of the capitalist class, incapable under
the present relationship of forces of applying its
own chess sobutions, and iato the hands of the

- working class, Which will be capable of bringing

its own revolutionary socmalisl solwlions 1o the
crisis.




Africar revolutionary militanty have from the
beginning tried 1o break oot of ther isolation
by establishing links with those countries which
hawe already thrown off the imperialist yoke,
As the counterrevolutionary bureaucracy in
the Soviet Unlon has long since saorifliosd inter:
nationnlist aid i the alter of its own interesis,
il was quite imiural thet these militanis shouwld
turn fowards People’s China®,

Sinoe the Sino-Soviet split, Chinese policy in
this part of the world has had two particular
mime. fo extesnd Chivee s dipalematic comnection
and fo edpe ol Moscoe inea whole serips of
cowurtiries Of course, there would be nothing
wirong in thisif the Chinese communisls wers
&l the same time devaloping their suppart for
thie revolutionary sirupples in these countries.
For in the long temm the only way to defend
und dewelop the Chinese revolution is to deve-
lop the revolulionary sinsgle against the
imperiaiint amd capiialist regimes.

Bud China’s foreign policy n the last fow year
is clear proof thet the Chiskse lkeadership seis

litile value on this elsmantary principle of any
revolulkonary intermalionaist policy. And iz

policy tawards the Afncan continent is parti-

culnrly sgnifecant in this respeci

On 5 October 1971, the *King of Kings" Haile
Selmsse of Ethioph was welcomed 1o Peking.
The Peapie s Daily commented as follows
Practising & policy of non-alignment, peace and
nedtmality, the Ethiopian povarmment has
opposed imporialst sgeression against the Afro-
Asign countries, thus making a valuable coniri.
bution to the sirengthening of Afrm-Asian
solidanty against imperistiam '

fut doesn't the Chines buresucracy know (or
doean’t it wish to know) that Eilviopia i (he

factory in Besancon in
easten France seem now to be on the padnt
of breaking down, The factory was seired

Inst month by 3,000 armed police after strik-
ing workers had occupled it since June i their
fight against redundancies,

Only a fortnight ago the French press was full
of stores about a “breakthrough’ in the nego-
tintions. Every effort was made to glve the im-
pression that the struggle was as good as over,
and that the working class could ssttie down
again bo busines a5 uneal.

RALLY SABOTAGED

This im pressdon was reinforced by the reformist
trade union leaders of the Communlel Parky-
led CGT and Socialst Party-inclined CFD
federations. They kave all along siressed the

"I' SOL

tions over the future of the Lip

bridgebead in Africa for the Americans, who

1 uncovered [see Africasir, 20 At 1973)
have given military support to Halls Selagsie i Mobulu, who st the same time & strengtheniog

Abidjo came fo prominence in g bloody struggle
against the Union of Cameroun Peaples {UPC),

his oppression of the Erilrean people? What & his economic ties with Portuguese iin perialism,

meore, doesn't Haile Selassic boast abaut the
“longstanding and cordial relations between
Ethiopia snd lsrael®, and doesa't he use leracll
thugs against the revolutlonary movements?
Only the *blisd’ bureaucrats of Peking could
talk aboul & policy of ‘peace and neutrality”.
In Janumary 1973, it was the turn of President
Mobwtu of Zikre to be welcomed by Mao. He

wid praiged bo Uhe skies in 8 communiges pub- —

Part4 The Chinese mAfrica  Anna Libera

lished on 20 January in Peking: “The iwo
partics are ghd to mole that the sireggle led by
the Afro-Asian countries and peoples agains
imperinlism, colonisbizm and neoscolonialism,
for the achievement and maintenance of nation-
nal independence, is reaching new Beights ., the
two partiss agreed (o declare that China and
daire inlend to work, together with the oiher
countrees of the Third World, to combat the
cuirmgeous exponsionst pobices of the big
powers. (Peking News, 29 Jamuary 1973

Mobute’s murky past g well-known —hizs role in
e assasanalion of Lumumba, for instance, was
exposed by 8 United Mations commisson of
inguiry, BUl il isin s re|oiions with the Move-
meni Tor the Liberation of Angola {MIPLA) that
he has most recently distinpuished himsed

Last year President Mobutu, along with other
beaders af Alfrican neo-colonial repimes, was
pressing for a fusion agreement between the
FHLA of RBoberio Holden (2 movement which
arly exlsts ks exile, nod which hay some wery
dubious supportere) and the MPLA led by
Agosting Meto. Through this operntion Mobuaiu
privmpled by several of the Western powers,

don its revoloticnary sirategy . This *political’
affensive depended on a plot to sssasainate the
MPFLA beaders, o plot which was only tecently

imporiance of a negotinted solution, while
playing down the need o mohilise the entire
working class to ensure 4 favourable outcoms
in what has become o central tesé of strength
between the government and Lhe working
class movement, Axa resall a sobidarity rally
in Paris on 7 September which colnclded with
the news of this *breakthrough’ was openly
snbotaged by the union leadefs, who turned
il into a relatively small mesting on the cut-
skoirte of Paris, lasting less than an howr,

However the “break throngh' was shori-lived
indee], Rased on reporte of 8 possible agreement
on the vexed question of reorganisation
{whether or nod Lip would be split ap into
saveral companies), it left oot the goestion of
redundancics ag well as the problem of rghis
previously won, And af the next round of
negoliations, on || Sepiember, the Govern-
ment’s pegotiator M, Giraud revealad that no
less thran 334 redundancies were still envisaped
under this new scheme.

Faced with continuul manceavres of this kind,
the Lip workers are now throwing all (heir

has nleo launched in enodmous propagnnda
campaign to depict Meto and the MPLA aa the
‘omly obstacles on fhe road to the Hberation of
Apgola’. IL I8 clear whai kind of “independence’ i
Mobutu is struggling for, with the blessing of the 1e3ders of the heroic struegle of the UPC,
Chinese bursaucracy,

Flnally, the most recent of Pekings "African think of Peking's rew ally, it is enough to quote
guesks’, President Ahidjo of Cameroun, had no

In 1959 and 1960 he arranged the asssssination
af two ol its leaders, Buben MyobE and Felix
Moomif, In Japuary 1971, he crderad Lhe exes
cution of Ernest Ouandie, one of the principal

To get an ides of what the people of Cameroun
Oumndie's last mesmee befors hie death: “We

reason [ooenvy his predecessors. The Prople’s
feily (25 March 1973) had this to @y "We are
conwvinoed that this wisif will not only strengthen
the relntions of friendship and ocopamiion
cetabbizhed barween Cameroun ond China on

the bagis of the five principbes of peacslul po-
existence, but will also contribute to the causs
al the anti-imperialist solidarity of the Alro-

lnunched an offensive o make the MPLA abap- o580 bt Sl We wish cvery sucoses to Presi.
dent Ahidjo.’

4 slooge-al French coloninlism since the
beginning ol *he liberation struggle io Camerouns,

have bearnt much during these nine long years
ol ormed struggle. W= hawe been betrayed by
some, ghandoned by olthers, bui never by our
own people, Whotever fate awalts us, our
peophe will carry on iheir jusi struggle ontil the
regime which has bezn imposed on them to pro-
tect the baterests of imperinlism and colonialiso
i swepl oul of our coantry for ever”

It 5 clear, therefore, that (he inferests of the
strugeling peoples of Africa have nothing what-
gocyer w cormouon with those of the Chines:
bureaucracy, [Lg Breche|
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ener@es into the nationn] “march on Besancon®
planned for 29 September. Ag one of their
leaders, Charles Pagel, commented iman
interview in Le Monde on Twesday,

"Whai will be decigve will be the extent
of the solidarity movement o bilised

in France’. By providing a ceniral foos
for the organksation of solida-
rity activity, the march could
prove to be 8 ferning point in
the struggle.

MAYOR APPEALS
However the reformdst beaders ure continuing
Lo minimise the importance af such a mobili-
aation. Tl Communkst Party newspaper, e
L Humanite, has been refeming toit a5 & o
‘reglonal demonstration’, while the Socinlist
Pfarty mayor of Besancon has actually appealed
to the Lip workess to call the march off,

Thds last, s Piaget pointed oot, ehows the in-
ndequacyof the electoral approsdh of the OF
and 5P with their ‘common programms’—
what good is election to office if one & pre.

Wit ara a few rodundancies o the Gowernmeni’s negatiator?

pired o how to presure from the State
apparatus? The solution lissin the ndepen-
dent mobilization of the working class, which
for French militants now means organisation
everywhere for 4 maseive responge oo 29
Seplember,

The restless legions of the New lsraeli Order
have committed another premeditated sl of
ppgression, this time sgainst Syria,

The Flonist ak yords clim this dme 1o hove
shot down 13 Syrian jet fighters for the Leas of
one-fsracll atrerafi, The incdent was probably
designad as o0 warning to President Asead of
Aymie not 10 make the much-yaunted ‘reopening
of the easrern front®a realily,

Lnst week’s air clash followed closely on the
laraeli hijacking of an [rags plans on which

Thet simodkcascr daniry! Hipsbin, Sadat and Asmad in Caito

Georpe Habash, the keader of ithe Popular Frond
for the Liberation ol Palestine, was believed to
ke travelling. The brazen hypooray of the Lion
tat repimae, which has been filling the world with
its mies For stifTer measures against “terror®, is
now getbing too moch aven For Washington:!
lsrael s chiel ally, Hounted by the spectes of the
il crigie, the desire of sections of the Amerizan
riling class o move towdards some kind of peaos
seftiement is increasingly being frastrated by
the Srrespongible” activitics of {8 clent «tate.
In these circumsiances, presurs on the Zionists

the VLS, o curb lsracl's pmbitions. The charade
In Cairo lasr week, where Presdent Sadat aff
Fevpt and Fresidenl Assod of Syrin weleomed
back into the fold King Hussein of Jordan,
praviously denoamncosd b them ns a biood-
stuined butcher, fulfillsd sxactly this purpose.

Fresided ovar by Sawxli Arabia, which now
dominates the Arab world, e Avab aligarchies
and theic vounger of foer broibers aTe now
coning topether to find & pracelful sofution to
the conllict with lstael. Mo one shoold be
fooled by harmleas chatrer about “the sasbern

The
long arm

of Zionism

may beoxpecied fo locrease afrer the lsraeli
ganernl election in the autumn,

AL the same Lima, puilic awireness ol the
murdleroiss agtivicies of [srash apents in Weareen
Europe s slowly increasing . Zionisl psamin
ricm squads have been busy for a year Lguldat-
tAg, prodaitensl Palastinian militants with, until
recenily . potal smpunity. Bat the expalsion last
month of an lseseli diploowst from Norway mdi-
cates the concern of the ruling clasges of Europe
T the exlension ol (he Middle East war inta
the heartlsnds of the West, with the attendant
amgets ol an Imsh-type development,

IMPOTENT GESTURES

The Axab ruieTs, e, nave besn forced
to throw up a smokescreen of militene noges
and impotent gesrwres with the aim of appeasing
TheiT o PEOPIES 10 Se [ wgr gritssule un

Iront’; that ferge numbers of Palestinians hawe
no such iluslons was shown in Lhe recanl com-
manio attock on the Saudi embagsy by Paris,
cwen If politically the action was o lameniable
fiascn,

The Palestinians, devedd of TSP clives, q::ruuiu
anpry and bitter; it 15 impoessible not to foreses
further sporadic lerrorist actions of this kind.
Such fatile tactice are far from belng the olher
gidhe of the |sreeli coin. More than ever, it iz a
crucial task o combat the conventional liberal
wisdom whiciq cannot, or will not . -differentiate
between the victim dand the execalicn=r, Kanl
solidarity with the oppressed Palestinians
involves mot -moral sarmoniing, bul redoubled
striuggls against fionism, its imperialist protec-
torg. and its bedfellow . Arab reaction.
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Engmeenngﬂ workers Iobby

Lagi Fridsy, some &00 rank-and-file
engineering workens turned out Lo
lobby the opening of negotistions
between the AUEW and ithe Engin-
eering Employer’s Federation over

SR pec smml aell

While the mrn-out for the lobby was
rather smoll, it did represent & good
grosseection of ares and mapor pl-
anls,

A report-back meeting orgnised by

this year's national engineering clsim.  pe runkand-file paper Engineeving

Cl B I_

Virdew, was-told that the emplovers
would be meeting this week o disc-
uss ihe claisn for & £I0 rise in basic
mtes, o 35 hour work week dowoeks
paid  holiday, and equal pay for
waomen, Their reply to the cloim
15 expected wilhin a month.

Unfortonately the organisers of the

CONFERENCE PLANNED TO
DEFEND COMMUNIST LEAGUE

The folflowing letter /s being circulated to potendial sponsors of 8 brosg-based
coffgrence in defence of the French Communist Ledges, AN correspondonce
to Ad Hoo Committes to Defend the Commumist League, &fo 182 Pentan
wille Read, Londan N1
Daar Fromnd,

DA Juna Z8ih m 8 rmuh of 8 counter-demonsbration sponsored by the Ligus Com
munists (Franoch Saction of the Fourth Inmermatonal] agamet a rally hald by the neo-
fsselt Ordra MNowuwsau, the Frendh Cousncil of Minstoers ootlawed the Ligee anad
mrranis ware msusd for the arrest of s lsedes inglwling Alsin Krivine, (15 genaral
iy

The ‘svtiwredon’ W wndds which the sctiom wars tken give Tiw regime the right 1o
wrtEl lmaders al orgarmatons for ‘orimes’ they are mot even alleged to have coenmiited .
This lew ntrodemd the notion of ollecte guill into the French lepal sysiam o that if a
roup sponsnrg of call for 8 damonarstion a1 which sny vialance is done — whether
provked of unpiovoked, commitled by sgarmis provooatewrs or unalfilisted demonstra:
ors, whather offsrsive or defensive in charscter — any lnsder of the spansaring
mrgarieEtare ooan ba sant 1o jBil for wp 10 Tive pldes, aven if that leaoder was not even
! @1 Uhe demomiration, l#2 alone reponsbie for any violance.

Thin Ban on the French Trotskyiit is 8 biow sgainet the sntira left snd labowr movement
i Frénce. By beginning weth what appaars 10 kim to be an solited sactor Prosbdes
Fampidou hopes to dampen the growing mikteancy of the sntire workers and siudents
mowmmnis, 11 hé oin gt eway with it 0 the ctes of the Ligun Communisto ha will
ool with Bmilar moves sgani athe motor

This the mest dwers orgenimtions end personslites — including the Commanist and
Focialint Partes, tha CGT (General Corfederation af Lebowr) and CEDT [Ersnch
Democatic Confaderation of Labow}, the Matiors | Union of Socondary Sehood Teachars,
artistic and literary figrss — hove msosd declarstions denouncing the ban despite, in
wira casey, deep politicd diff erences with the Ligus Communista,

in & brosder context the cutbwing of the Ligus Communinte i anothar ominows steg in
e snoroachment on el and demooratio liberties wking plics en &0 international scla.
On the eantinant the banning of Errast Mandel by the French, Swiss amd st 0a rsin
Gower rimen s, in Britain the enti-trede union srd retrogpactive legislatian an immigration,
All the Qovernmants of Ewope will bo carsfully watching the actions of Pompidow 12
we wehet leszors can bo Seardn,

Clmarby w in Britain nssd w respond to the sppeal of the Ligus Communiste snd the
Franch Labour Movemseni 1o protest on as wids & stals 33 pomibi 1o let tha Pompidou
T Kmivey TRt its arbitrary actions do nol sscape netice internationally .

Tha sporeors of this letter proposs @ conference possibly In Qetiobr /N avembar open to
#l thos who wish 10 opposs this gross infringement of the most basic politieal right,
that of forming political parties. W wauld ke 1o see the conforancs bl 1o tha spisb-
Ehyrmant of = broad based commines 1o defand tha Liguws Cormmainitu,

To facilitate the brosdest pomible participation in the work of the conference we
propos, (8) 1o gt orgenisstions snd individmb to sponsor tha eonferenes ane
comirttes, and |b) to esiablish & preperatuey sd-hoe comminies of 81l wpensors and

spommoting organisations to arganse tha conferenca and other necessary aciwities such
& inforraticn dans ibution,

¥is worald wrge you to sponsos the conferenc and take pari in T preparatory committes.
Playwe lot um kmow if yoo sre prapaced o do thi,

SUBSCRIBE!
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report-back meeting did not use the
opportunity. to realfirm the pledge
of the recent Eagineering Varce con-
lerence to wock for & national sirke
in the cyent of 4 rejection of the
claim, Inslead a vague resolutinn was
adopted reaffitming support for the
full cloim and rejeching “outside int-
erlerence” in 1he negolations  (by
which they presumably meant any
altempl by the Tory godeernmend Lo
Lmpoae wage pestraint

There i%, however, nothing ‘outside’
mbout the interlerence of the Tores

they are just a8 miuch & part of the
muliog, capitalal das of ths country
avis the Engincering Employers Fed-
cealian, And the Fagt remains that
iy bip wage claim will have (o be
fought for pol only against individ-
unl employers of proups of employs
org, bul pgainsl the Tory Govern-
ment ps well, That de why no opport-
upity sheuld be lest in prepzee the
vnpneseTing workers — and the enaiine

working class movement — For 1he
big fighl ahead

Cine  pogitive featun: of the meeting
was ihe call for a really mass dem-
onstration when the employers make
their reply to the claim, The oiin-
ediate task for militanis in the eng-
ineering indostey  must be foo s
this nocasion Tor o massive digfday
af the  detormination of the engn
eers i fight For the full clazen. b
ghould be the first major stepin the
CAMpaEiEn [0 prepuee fest o oaticmal
ik,

Lpecizl Shop Stewards gquarterles
should be held across the counlry
it prepare  for  [his lobby, and &
Mational Lobby Commictes of debeg-
ales from the guarterlies should be
ot up to mondimsle plans om @
nuatioral scale.

It a5 also tmportime  that distrct
1Evies ure: orpaniscd immeedistely so
that ke funds are availohlie Tor the
effeciive orpanisation of activiraes
like the lobby, and the heginnings
are made on o fund for the conduct
of the national steike.

The employers nre already organ-
ising. The working class mosement
cannot 8fferd fo delay ils preparat-
ioms. for the coming batfles any
banger.

REDNOTES

Aaprepeniateds of soirel blach drgar
isetions peocated the Trinidad High Co
mmbison in London Mt wesk, prota
timg tha morpasing repression in Trir
idad, AT laae WY vaurg peophe o e
shot by police. Thoy have include B
varley  Jord ldaer af Anthes Jone:
o of tha Mangrove Nine) who wo
what in custody: by The police, ans
Douglas Gregg, 3 member of the Ko
Baginming Movaman, 1iwod whik gurtin
up a poster in Tunapuno. Saweral other
ore im splitary confinamont ord  have
gl farad police tarira,

Mescrges pf proted to tha Prima ki
iarar, . Wnitahe, Povr of Spai; copies
to Trinidad Exprés, Independeica 59
ware, Port af Smakn.

B Fere rlze inoworking ol strugghe b
opaned in Trinldsd, Siriking sugar war
kers recantly oresbed workers commid
tees which refuzed to nllow the bure
owerais of the striecontroled anione
b NaQOTRIA irdiaged OF The carmmithees.
The thowsords of unemployed youth
pravids mass support for The reveiut
lomary Blt, and 8 new srrmed gf oo, Ehe
Mationa! Unon of Fresdom Fighiers.
lse -ﬁ":” Bl discotesdul Bank  ra
The Trimidad ian Armvy feedf is urralia
hle, Tollewing the ETD ganaral wir ko
in which oldiers commitiess were for
bl Moy Ul palice, newly o
and armed by tha US., are m@mying
ol The rapraighan, In praparation, The
loft balkave, for a2 mnew State of Em-
Br Qe -

e ——————
HISTORY WORKSHOP TN LONDOY
Old Thaatre, Langdan Schoal of Econa-
mim, W.C2.

Bar—Sun, 2027 Ocraber ;
NDEQLOGY, FAMILY, WORK, HOME"
Papars indade Catharing Hall "Hincody of
the Mousewsfe', Tem Mason "Women in
M Garmmey ", Anna Davin “Shop Gids
and Clerks in 19th Century . London’,
Admision tickets (Rmited o 8001 £1

Iram Sarsh and Sid Wilk, 49 Eldar .'.hl.,
Landan KA.

The political squall which blew up
graund Hesth’s remarks aboud the
infeprziion of Morthern Ireland into
Britaln, eardier this week, was the
first indicatiom of the lnes on which
the coming <rsis for British policy
in Ireland will develop

The siender hope that the NMorthern
Ireland  Assembly will eventpally
work, 1% all that holds back rthis
crisis, If the Assmbly collapses the
British ruling class will have to
chome  herween the main  alterna-
tive siralegles: disenpgagement or int-
eprarion.

The Labhowur Parly responss o Heath
implies a strategy of Hritish dseng-
ggemcnt from the North, with a
comszequend meliance on the Sowthern
bourgeoisie to fill the vacuwm. Int-
egralion mean: the rejecltion of any

souithern e in - the North of Ire-
land, and will bieak op the allian e
tetween the Brtish and the South-
e bourpenisie, The Coalition gover-
niment i Duldm knows well that it
cammol gce=pt miegration — such a
ourse would be electoral sutelde,
especinlly sinee Fianna Fail is wait-
ing in the wing resdy 1o bring out
its repubdican demagoey o gal hack
intoe of fice,

The ‘integrationist’ strutegy is insep-
arable from an all owt miditary offort
Lov smmash the resistance in the cath-
olic ghettoes, and  with only  [an
Paisiey and Bnoch Powell ensthusis-
she aboud il, such o course would
present some major problems for the
Tories.

However the implicatons of the
other strategy could b ewen more

Heath's strategy for Ireland

dagerons, 10 coudd | only surcesc
il the Bouthern  boungeoisie 5 cap
able of codalaining the situation ir
the Morth. I it wers Lo fail, the
present crigis B the Morlh woulc
lead tovan dli-Ireland confrontatios
and might threaten mod onty Brifin®
grip on the Morth, but the contbnuee
British dominaton of Irefind as ¢
whaole.

This episode has confirmed the imp
arance of the work to build a move
ment to demand the withdrowal of
Breitish Troops from leland, Omce
the presont aguall Blows into a atorm
1L 15 precsely that demand which wil
best open Gp the erack in Laboue-
Tory “bepaciizonship’, and build a
rovcient - thal cin help 1o deslroy
Eritish Imperialisin b beland

Bok Auraie

“FHE EMNGINEERS FAY CLAIN Al Tk Tt

ayairst the Tary Gowernesn

. Fdinburgh 1MG

pudal emticg, Sundsy T Septemibct, 7,30
pairi in e Trage Lnian Geacea, Picardy Place

Iz RED FORUM: Seres of introductory
cligcassioryy oo thogn ie tha Londair seoas oo ithe
poiities of e Faurth imterraot-anal. Every
Tasday i 5 00 oo o e Lnnaral Hicton
pub, Catedonan Foad (Bmars Kiege 3 jubsl

‘FREE IRIEH POLITICAL PRISOKMERL !
dristal IMG punlic meeting, Thursday 27 Sap-
Teeiner &t 3K pumcin the D1d Engiand pub.
Spekar Irn
MANCHESTER BED CIRCLE: Cwery Thurs
s Trom 11 Detobar &1 Tha Spdgpin’, A
A paoasty Sereet, First speaker; Bob Susclilfeon
‘imperialiam’

FIFE SOCIALIST FORUN: Tany Sewihali
speaka an South Africa, Wedoesdsy 36 Segtem
e w30 e, b Thr Latoos Parsy Hooms
A4 Vigtor ia Posd, Kirkcaldy

FRELIMO DAY 1873 Mecting, Pridoy 38
Hephomber, Speaker From FRELIMG: Joaguim
Chissarsd, Filrn Sn lilarad oo sl s i
Mazambigue. 7.3 pre.. Dinity Hefuess, Euston
Haad . Sporyors: Afrim Linerajlan Go memeTice
arn] Coeremil b Fer Fresedom iny, Poaambh g,
Anadla s td Suirm | ntarmatian: 7345541

 Doesniey 1 Delapes E"‘:rulli!l.ﬁﬁ

lcop af Leoh Walk), Spasesr ) PAan Thampsan
14 LI

MEWCASTLE IR RED FORLIM: Wadnassey,
28 Seprtamber — The Figne agairet Pliess Tand
the lorics, BAX @on, Bricye Haded, Newsksa st

MEREEYSIDE IMG DISCUSSION GROLUF; - &
gerwh ot intertuciory discussiore orgarised by
idarsryside WG an the pobbcs of Tha Pl
Imiernatonal. Srarse Marrkaly, 8 Detiabar - For
rtails; phane ke, 051-638 B08T . or write
o P0G, 53 Cylken Screet, Liwrpool 3

PHOEM X SLUR: First seripg ol rsalins on
welarei aacl 1hn EEC- {27 5-|=1.JLH|nI_'p:r'I Drarge

i (11 Oestobee b frelared and the Permanens
Fayihetion |26 Ootaber): Irelard and 1he Brisah
Left @ Nawernber): Bountutlonary parspsctioes
for brelned (32 Mot Thisslaysat the
el Fegton , Caledonsan Foad ot 500 pom.
Further information from Warkers Fight, B8
Giffard Stresr, Laacksn M1,

BERRIMNG HAK 1MG ETUDY CLASSES: Iatin-
ductary weries of leeturas or thie solstics ol 2he
PR iy W regsiday, 7,300 prorm, ag the
Wrtlingten pub, Briieal Faad.

Lithe (T.U; Lad,, 82 Pratonyille Rosd, London N1, (01-837 9087,



