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SHREWSBURY
SMASH TORY ATTACK

By CHRIS BALFOUR

The imprisonment of three trade
unionsts in the recent Shrewsbury
irial is a threat to every trade union
miilitant in the country. 1§ is an out-
right attack on the ability of the
rank-and-file to conduct any form of
struggle in deience of ils inlerests,

By STEWART MACLENNAN

UCATT shop steward, Bardolin®s Moray Housa
ste, Edimburgh; mamber of Edinburgh building
workers' Joint Shop Stewards Committes

Edimburgh building workers, led by their Joint
Shap Stewards Committee, have been (o the
[ore hroughowi the compaign against the
Shrewshury showsirials

The flrst major initative was (he organising of
& ponference by the Edinbuorgh snd Dstrict
Trades Council in pespronse 1o calls from the
JSSC and the Edinborgh Central nnel Portobelln
branches of UCATT. This was attended by

180 workpliee and rade union branch delegates,

and was preceded by an intensve compoign of
leaFleting and mass meetings on sites throughout
the ety.

An attempt by the Trades Counell Exccutive
tn Kegp a tight rein on the campaign alier the
conference—by confindng the Actlon Com-
mittee Lo a largely sellwppointed yroop of
Trades Couneil officers and reprosentatives

of tee mepor wiions—wos effectively by passed
by the respomse af the 1SS to the call for
action on the day the trial opened (3 Ociober).
On that day 3,200 menan 13 siles were

pulled ot thanks o the efforis of the J58C,
and F00 joined 8 demonstration outslde the
Beotiish Office, Few citics ehewhere were able
to boast of swch o response.

Within g day of the sentences the Edinborgh
slewurds broagzht oai three major sites on a
I-day strike and organsed a pickel with
delegations from 11 sites oulside the Seottish
(fice, A meeting of all stewards has now been
called for next week fo drganise o massve

camm i ol mctinn thronghowt the local
labaur movement.

Onir record in defence of the Shrewshory
wirrkers uned dhe right to picket stands in

stark controst to that of those srganisations
which have sounrerpored puiting pressurs oo
the trade union buresueracy vo the orgamisation
of lndependent action by the mass of (he
warking class. We are af eourse absoloiely L

This move iz part-and-parcel of the of-
ensive apainst the working class move-
ment that the Tory Government has
been preparing smce the humiliating
defeat of the Government in the bist
miners’ strike. IF the workimg class is
to emerge from this fight victorious, it
must smash every move by the Tories
against the hbour movement: both

Independent action the way to win

WAL

fovour of forcing the buarceucrats to take up
the campaign, bul the fienvited moves whicl
the UCATT and T&G leaders have made
heave all been forced on them procizely by
the delecmined action of large numberg of
their members and not by pless and com-
PO,

The decisdve factor in breaking the back of
the Shrewshury show-irials ancd releasing the
theee, will be whether of not bubldieg sorkers
ire prepared o give g ckent indication Lo

the Tories and o tlelt fellow -workers that
they are determined to lree their brod hers and
defend their right to picket, That action mst
take the form al a national buibfing workers”®
strilee and a enmpaipn threnghowt the work-
ing class 1o make cledr the implications of

the attack on pickering in relation o the
battle against Phase 3.

Bill Joines of national Sheewsbury Dafence Committes :p-uuklrm on E:llrii urj'l n'bu parlisr l.|1|l- yoar

he 3-day week and the Shrewsbury
T]'I.ﬂii-

The trade union movement muost make it

clear to the Tory Government thar it doas

nol aceept the right of the copitalist state o
decide what forms and methods of working
closs strupgle are “accepiable’. That decision
will e made by the labour movemeni -
cording to itsown necds and. concerns, and
gvery intervention by ihe siate apainst workers

'|_ =5

It &5 by explpining the significponce of ¢ his
nblack 1o their own sienpgles that other
gections ean he won (0 genembising the
Shrewsbury campaipn throuwghout the cliss,
mnking il a Pocus of the mass strupple against
the Tory Government,

It is chear dhat the lme of (ke Communist
Pariy —of relating sction 1o e line of the
buresusracy - curs right across such a compalgn
and iz & direct threat toits development. In

the present sdinmaon i & a8 ecips for (oken
nelions which will do soihing 1o free the three
Those militnnmrs who up to now heve adhered
1o this appyoach must consider whether they
will continue 1o do &0, or whothes instead
they will continoe o delend ihe righes of
tlechr clase in struggle by fighting for notiooul

sirike action,
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in-strupgle—whether based on conspiracy
chiorges, other eriminal charges, or the In-
dustrial Belations Act—will ba met with the
full, umited force of the whole movement.

The Shrewsbury decisions are being appealed.
Bul recent events have shown beyond doubt
that the couris pre a willing tool of the Tory
affensive —the recent ruling by the House of
Lords tlear pickets do not bawe the ripht to
stop lorries and talk to the drivers is only the
latest ¢ xample. There is only one way o
alfect the nutcome of the appeal —by maszive
wiorking class agtion of the sort thai freed the
iive dockers lezders jailed (o 1972 Om that
occasgon the Cowvernment used the O el
Solicitor to disguise the fact that thoy weres
retreating before mass action. This time they
may use the cnurt of Appeal, How they do it
is Cheir siness—but they mst be forced o
Froe ife Three- Fewverre the Ferdicrs— Stap
she Trials,

The immediate task facing tracde wmion militants
across the couniey s the organisation of a
masaive campaipn of induscrial and political
uclivn ko win Lhese dersands. Valwable leada
have already been gwen oy building workers
in Bdinbngh who understand char the Koy to
the situation is an ali-nut naliomal building
workers stpke. Building workers cwernshere
ghould launch nllb=our strikes 25 soonin tha
e Vedr 24 possibbe, and demand chat the
UCATT and T&GYWL tepderships call un
alficial strke,

Around this Focus 8 campaign of profesd
sirikes and demonsrrations by other groups
of workers miust be orgnied, and pre-
pararions iald for the sieppingp of the
siruggle il (he Government refuses to back
down . Bepresenfacives from fhe enfire labour
movemeant in avery locality showld mest i seon
passible tooplan such solidarty actions, and
eyverv rTades covncil, uniom branch, and shop
stewards commitree in the country should
send chelegnies To the for theoming racall
megting of the conference convened earlier
tiis year By the Livwepoaol Trades Council in
fefence of the Shrewshury wurkl‘.'.r\: i1 order
1 develop nstional eoordination of the
campaign, { The Ligigon Comedttes for the
Defence of Trade Unions hasalso decided 1o
hold 8 meeting in Birminghaim on 19 lanoary
which will take up the Shrewsbury case along
with olhes aspects of the Tooy affensivwe. ]
The call must go up from every quarter of
the movemsant Por the TUC o give full
backing to such mohilizations,

This is the unly way to defeat that proag of
the Tory offensive which bos struck at the
Ehrewshury building workers. A victory in

thiz srruggle waould e 4 massve demonstrilion
to the whobe working clags of The power of
united action, and an ingpiration to lagnch
thie aort of coupler-alfengive which coald
drive the Tory Govermment and their policies
off the stage omce and for all,



SHREWSBURY-CLASS STRU

Three years, two years, and nine months in
i ﬁ Dennis Warren, Exic Tomlinson and
hn McKinsie Jones, for offences on the picket
line! MNothing of this kind has happened before
in Britain in iving memory. Surely these men
must have done semething wholly wasal and
oulrageous to meet this fale?

A study of this remarkable trial however shows
that they did nothing particularly unusus|

for trade unionists. The sovelty lies not in
what they did, but in the application of the
the bw of criminal conspiracy to the activites
of trade unionists in the class strupgle. It is the
legal chemistry which alone explains the spec-
tacular results of the trial,

JOKER IN THE PACK

The six men in courl éach faced three seqpn-
rate charges: Tighting and making an affray’,
‘opnlawful axsembly”, and ‘conspiracy Loanti-
mitdate workers Lo abstaln from work®, The
joker in the pack is the conspuracy charge

The maximum snténce the Courts an g
for Gntimidation” (which penerally means use
of threats) is three months imprisonment, Bud
there s no such Emit on consplracy charpes
Thus conviclion o6 Conspiracy can be el
more s&rious than conviction for the of fence
wiilch it is alleged you conspired to do (hut may
mever even have carried out). Far Dennis
Warren it torned oul 1o be twelve times as
serious. The importance of the Shrewsbury
case 15 that trade unionlits have been jaiked
for offences which previously resulted in a
modersle fine at worsl

Thi useof a COMESPIEACY I,'.]'l..'lTEE 50 EOYCInS the
course of a trisl that it colours even thoss
offences over which il is nol alleged 1lere was
any consplracy. The rules of evidence govem
ing conspitacy cases are s loose that defen-
danis can be character-assassingted with all
manner of leasay, suppositions and allegstions
abowt events which have notlong to do-will
those from which the specfic charges anse
Little wonder then that by the time the trial
had ended the jury lound one man, Jolin
MeKinze Jones, guilty of fighting and making
an affray even thowgh the jodge himsell dis-
missed the evidence apgaimast lim. He por nine
months IMprisopnmens

The one gpeaiiic allegaiion of vielence made
sgainsi Eric Tomlimson and Dennis Warren

was that they pulled @ Jump worker off o road
psller. The jury convicted them of fighting
and making 2n affroy . even though defence
witnesses westifies that the man got off the

wehicle withoul any help from anvone che

Im such an mstance, mne might normally hgse
expected (he jury to dismiss | be chargs on
grounds of Teasanoble doubt’. But not eller
the twa men had been ceasebesly prilied as
consphrators for nearly theee monihs

'AGREEMENT"

The conspicacy charge dominated the trial
According to the prosecation, thess six mén
weni 1o Shrewsbury to pickel bullding sites
with a commean purpose, an sgresmert bet-
ween Lhem Lo intimidate blncklegs’. This
agreement’ conmiiuled odisplracy

Bt , a5 the judpe pointed out, the prosecution
didn't have to preve (o the jury thet these men
gt iy fetimmidared anybody . Norwas il
necesary for the prosscetion to say when o
where the alleged agrecment was made. 5t

% nwof ascessary for the peosecution [0 prove
that they sl down and worked il oul®; said
the Judpe. When the defence protested that,
some of these men met For the first time on
these sies’, the judee intermupted: “You know
very well it con be a conspiracy when they
never met and never knew each octher’. A wink
and a nced s enowgh, it seems

There was no ewderee al all brought to show
sr agreement, bur then evidencs isa't
necessary . Aa the judps pot it 't @an be fon-
sparacy by inference of all the arcumstences”,
In other wornds, the jury were being asked Lo
COTIVECT O FRIEETCMA

Anyihing and sveryihing con be adduced as
grounds for believing & conspiracy to have
oecuired, including the alleged actions of
arher wnkmowi persons. This a vielent ooa-
frontation of some sorl took placs on the
Kingswood site in Shrewsbury on § Seplembar
—the identity of those laking part could not be
estublished, only that they were parl of i
picket aquad which had been erganised by the
vix men in court. By sirtae of the Tact thal
these gix men, oll union hranch seCrotarees or
chairmen, undertock the orgoaiartéion of
flying pickets to make the sirke more offec
live, they sssuined oiming respeasbiliny for
the actions of each and esery one of those
r..ll'LL'l'\i.

The samme logie lies behind the charge of un-
lawiul pssemphly, |T more than three people
are PUIEUINE A purpose, evan by icgal means
which i the opinien af the palice i Hkely 0
cse o beeach of the peace, thean they are
guilly of unlyeful assembly, Why, said the

-
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"|"r|_1.rh|:-|'5 from all across the country demenstrated their solidority with the Shrewshury 24 kst 18 May

defence, charge thess particular men out of
the sewveral hundred present® Becouse as
organisers and leaders “by their presence
they ware encouraging the others”.

OFFENCE TO ORGANISE

5o the jury were b=ing asked Lo say that the
mere act of oTganising a picket or deman-
siration can be an affence. Working class
organisation irsef becomes an offence.

Few people would agree with such a wiew, vei
ihse jury voted by & majocitvol ten to two that
it =g 50,

After thres months of Ustening to s farrago of
ali=gations from hunslreds of wilnedsed. in a
treal costing £5300,000 the jury mist nodoubl
have feli thnt “may e there’y sconething in all
this after all’. Possibly thefe were sven some
hostile anditrade unicaiEls among the jury. We
shall nover know. because the Government
abalished the Aght of delence counsel o
guestion the cccupation of the jurors. . ...

i few wesks hefore fhe Shrewsbury (nal
opened in October.

CLASS STRUGGLE

Toomake it ali credible to the jury, the prose-
culion tried 1o show that there was oo 2x-
planation for the evenls al Shrewsbury on b
S%eptember other then a conspiracy by a small
group of men to make sure thot violeacs and
inbmidation occurred wharever happened. To
do this, judpe and prosscution tred Lo keep
the realities of the class strugple out of the
oourt . ;

The defence could only coanter by continually
reminding the jury what the dess siruggle &
really like, For example, the face that these
men were leaders does not at all mean they
could be held responsible for everything done
by thoese they led. [n & workers® organisstion,
leaders are, or should be, continually subject
to the discipline of the rank and fle, Ina
bourgeais army o 4 capitalist firm, the com-
mander or the hoss Gin order peaphs a ot
and can reagonably be hald responsible o his
subordinates” actions. But if witknown workers
did commit viclence, it do=s nol follew al-all
That # was on the imstructions of the leadars,

The lzrge number of pickets itgelf would con-
stitute intimidation, ssid the proseculion, Why
alse wold hundeeds of orkers go to picket
g site if not with the intention of fighting?
s Warren exploined 1o the jury that the
purpose of numbers was o0 show those sl
al work that if they joined the sirike, they

__‘*.La"l‘; 1 o ...

wers nod joining a funilke enterprise; Also,
there would e safely in numbers oF the em
ployers rrigd 1o intimidats them after they
had joancd the strike,

The prosecution ngain of lacked Warren;
Wasn'l it your pechnigue to first intimidate
other workers, then rope them Inbs 4 mec-
ing and get them o vobe {to atrike ) under
dureas?" Apparently, according tes the pro-
secution , this had hean the ‘usual patigrn® tor
many wesks: The pickets had gone about the
ioh of bringing thowsands of Jump werksrs into
the steltke on hundreds of stes by syite maric
intimidarion. Deapite the fact that there was
o evidepoe whafsoaver of thie, and that the
police said they saw no demage being done even
on 6 Seprember Lesclf | the judge never theless
acpepred the prosscution ing in his summing
up. He tald the jury that £3 000 of damage
hagl b=en done by the pickets, wha then ‘room-
ded upthe remaining workers [or a mecting
with Warren.

JOIN THE UNION

Warrens reply do all this was very almple.
‘Every warker in the building industry 15.a
potential frade unionist and yow are not going
to win people round by frightening thean”. Tha
alm was to pet men o renowice the well paid
lump, jnin the undon asd fight for the aims of
low patd strikers; Viclence woukd oot achieve
this

The judge tried to rabz that all discussion of
the lump was ‘irrelevant' to che case . But the
defence lad to show that slogans like ‘Kill,
kill, kill the Tump® wers not evidence that the
strikcers ntended to kill lumpers, The defence
alen had to show thal limpers were aften
hesstile fo rrade unlons and were notinnocents
o netTal witnesses.

It thus proved impossibbs to keep the clas
struggle our of the courtroom entirsly. [ was
the evidanee froan these lumpers which wms
moer revealing, For there is one traly astonish-
ing thing about this tral which its architecis
forgor. The et they have oied to throw ower
the six-delendanie is so wide that—on the basis
of teatimonies in court —if could have been
applied with agual, if pot maore, justics to the
arher-side in the strugges;

First there ware the opei ad missions . Cme
Iumper cheetfully recnlizd how be had throwi
bricks nl the plekeis, whils another remembersd
thar they had threatened Lo cat off 3 man’s
Tend with a shovel. Most startling of nll was

the man whe rcarened pickets wich o skt -




GGLE IN THE COURTROOM

Fun! Mone of these people were charged with
anyihing of &l The man with the shotgun was
aot even investigated by the police, althowgh
the pun was handed over 1o them at the time
by the pickets

COMNSPIRACIES

Obs=sead with conspiracies, the courl hard|ly
seemed to notice these *minor” offences. Bast
was Lhere not aleo an actual conspiracy befween
employers and the State when one employer
could say to Warren: “I've been told | can have
avery available policeman in the area to kdep
this oh poing™? Was there not some avil
conspiracy between violenl men when

Warren could be 1old to get off a building

sile, or else an ‘anti-picket squad’ of 300 men
wiould grrive from The syndicate’ to

Torahly remove” him and his mea? Perhaps we
might ‘infer from all the clrcumstances’

that if was this mme syndicate of lump emp-
loyers which was responsible for the anaoy-
mous bomb threats sgaingt Warren and his
family?

We hear a greai deal these days about the rule
of law’. Everyone from Harold Wilson to Tory
stalwari Lord Hailsham has been lectizing the

And & there not, after all, a permanent con
spiracy by lump employers te intimidate men
to-abatain from lwiul work when lumpers are
lorced to work on butlding sites in conditions
which wiolate the laws gowerning sfely re-
gulations? As a resuli of thess conditions,
bundreds of building workers die every year
through gccidents. As it turns out, the “lawful
work” from which the pickets are alleged to
have “intmidated men o abstain’ was, as the
defence pointed out, hor bwiul af ol Per-
haps thore was also o conspiracy between (he
jadge ond the Director of Public Prosecutions
—a nod and & wink you might ves say - {hat
such ‘technicalities' as 1has would not stand in
the way of Yi=mke'T

The danger af the conspiracy laws are clear

from the Shrewsbury trial. But there is an-
other issue at stake here.

Should our defence of the Shrewsbury 24 be
affected by the fact that thres of them were
found guilty of using violence? This guestion
will become more impattant still in the trial

movement and deal powerful legal blows to
sny movement that attpcks the basis of
capitaligt rule. Quite the opposite 15 true,

of the remaining |8, which may well not hinge

around conspiracy at all. and where the pro-
secution may come up with better evidence,

But we must not remain sz blind as the judge
and the jury at Shrewsbury. The whole bzarre
tale shows very clearly that even if the palice
and the DPFF manaped to overdook i, the
capitalises and their allies used and even
planned violence apasinat trade unionise. They
had ongenined for it And s is quite apart
From the fact that the ‘legitimate’ forces of
wviolence, the police, were also on the other
side, Why should workers therefors be ex-
pected to repouncs: violsnce?

TACTICS

The facts browaght to light al Shrewshury
show the futilicy of faking any position
against viedent picketing. I would be faolish
in the #xtreme to tie our handa in advance $o
some pacifisl morality which—it iz perlectly

. TORIES’ HIDDEN ARMOURY

Judges have held that ‘conspirucy 1o tresposs”

does not exist 350 crime under the common
law, Bud in July 1973 the House of Lords
averiurned this long-sstablisked view and

nbvious - the enemy himeelf docsn™ rexpect,

It is clear that the fyving picket at Shrewabury
was not some workers red army” s=nt to
Shrewshury in an act of war. The pickels
went there hoping (o peacefully persuad=.
They were met with violeno: and provoecation
from the other side, and the prosecution
might well bz able to show thal some vinlence
wils committed by the pickets. But the at-
titude of the working class movement should
he the same as the enemy : e far a2 violenoe

iz concerned it & a matier nol of atstract
morality, but only if and when to uss it

We cinnot allow the rieling class to decide
our tactics for us through the courts. Thears-
fore, even if & courl finds 3 picked guilty of
using vinlense ouwr defence of that picket
must be pneendifional The defence of afll
the Shrewsbury 24 remains a vical rask.

DAVE BAILEY

ica, the oiher in this country; tial they had nevec
seen each acher; bt that there were acis on bath
sides which bed the jury to the ference. that ey
wirtd engaged i ecommplishing the ame common

working clyss on the need to stick to the rules  The warious Acts of Parliament tell only half

a5 lnid down by the Government and Parlinment, the story. Unlike most other countries—
certainly as far a3 criminal law is conosrned—

a preat deal of English low does not exist in

the form of written wtarotes’ pagsed by
Parlizment at ail. Rather it & “common law"—

1 body ol law thal has grown op 25 custom

and tradition over the centuries and exisls
only in ithe form of the writien records of the
judges who hawve ot one time or anoiher App-
lied thase wraditional rules.

The importanes of the ‘common law" is that

it gives Britgh jodges o much Mgger part in
shaping the law than their counterparts in
other countries. The courts alwaye hawe the
jooh of Sinber pretomg wnilen laws, bul wnder the
common law these powers ere wsily moulii-
plied —ihere are po clearly writien miles (o go by,
there is no body that can be consulted as to the
true intention of 3 partieukar law, and the only
authority om smch mpliers 15 the decsions af
previous judges (and higher courts can ignore

hject; and_the sces of nee Bocame evidenos
againsd the oiher.’

ruled that such an offence did exist. 5o the
capitatisl state obiained o powerful legl weapon
to use against political demonstrations sithoud
all the fuss, bother and upheaval of passing o
new law through Parliament.

HIDDEN ARMOURY

This ezample brings us direct]y {o the law of
conspiracy . "Conspiracy” is & criminal offence
upder the common law. OF late it has become
very popular with the ruling class, particularly
im pobitical cases, The three building workess
jniled in Shrewsbury are only the latest
wictims.

Two weeks ago the entire working class got a
good look at what the ‘rule” of these pentle-
men’s Jaw” actually involves—three building
workers clapped in prison for the ‘crime’ of
organising pickets and fighting for decent
conditions ist Lheir 1r|11L|5.[|}'.

There s nothing surprising in this, for the
law’ 15 made by Parliameént, which serves Lhe
interests of the roling class, and is applied to
engure [hat capitslist rule sunot threaeped.
The rule of law” is simply the rule of the
capitalist class.

THE LAW--A BIG STICK

This lesson has been haimuinered info Lhe
working class movement from the very moment
of it5 hirth. For the lmrst century of its e x-
iglence oven the sumpleat forms of made

iEHOn BCtivity were suppressad under the

Individuals who had only remote
bnks with any unlawtul activily coutd be

Charged with a crime by arguing thal they

were part of an unstasied wereement” to Ty

oul this activity, For example, if o demonstration
waa broken up by the police and fighting brokes
oul betwesn police and demonstrabors any
orpganiser of the demonsteation (even if he was
not present) and snyone on the demo feven if he
took no part in the fighting and was nof in any
position of sathority) could be charged witha
conspirgey on the grounds thal they were part
of an unspoken agresmment o fight the police.

The use of the conspiracy laws exposes mosl ; - d
clearly the powerful legal weapons which the S-:um-:_thmg yery fitey fhis wua_ﬂm:-’rn e

ruling class have kidden away in their ACTOUrY, i ol e dﬂ.numﬂ:ru[_mn hE-‘_l.Ii in I'ﬂn.dm
ready for use in e class stregele. The following “:[:'I Y ErLAL E R L R o0
areé just some of the tremendous adwninges the i

law of consplracy alfers the ruling class; .
S e 3, A conspiracy chargs can be wed to uposea
vicious sentence for a relatively mild offence

. A conspiracy charge can be msed to make

law as “criminal conspiracies’. Omly after a
long and ferocious fight were some of 1hese
jegs | restrictions cased up. Even then trade
uplkon activity remained penned in by an iron
ring of laws.

If this basic fact of working class lile has
seemed bess obvious in rocent years, it s only
because the ruling class has tried, on the basis

deeal with the trade union leadership (o under-
write the rule of the capitalist class in ex-
change for a few material concessions. But
thit day is.over, Capitalist snGely is m crisis,
and even the small meterisl gains granted to
ik working class in recent years now seem to
the ruling class HEg Doo |:|i_gh. a grice Lo pay.

The ruling class is going on the of fensive and,
a5 in the past, it can be expected (o use the
poiwer of the law sgainse the working class
movemant. Far the lve curies with it one
powerful advantage - the entin: jeadership of
(OE WOTELNE Cl388 MOVemMEent has slways
bowed down belore the ‘mgesty of the aw
fand this attitude has infected wide loyers of
the working class 25 0 whale ). Thus the law is
not only a big stick in the hands of the ruling

arats are afraid to lighl back against,

COMMOMN LAW

Acvording o lepend, Britain is a country in
which the law and che state are ‘neutral’, in
winch [aere are no political laws and no
polincal prisoners. As witl 2o many other
treisured ‘princples’ of the rabng clzes, these
sometimes baw to po By the hoard in e

notionalist population in the nocth of feeland
has forced the British state torecognise the
cptegory of ‘policical prisonze” oAl least one
gorner of s demain.

The [zcl does remain, however, that a flick
through the vanous Acls of Parlianien|

af an cxpanding capitallst economy, to make a

fil_aJl.I Lov itin lvin class Tule, The struggle of the

those ‘precedents’ set by lower sourts ). This
pives the highest court in the Janid - the Howss
of Lowrds - the power to mece and re-make the
common law virtualty as it gees fil.

All 1his gives English low 3 tremendous depres
of flexibility. Probally mose than any other
capitabizt kegal syatem, it can adjust itself quite
precisely to the batance of power hefween the
differsnt social clasas and the leve] of class
striggle of o particular point in time. Like a
conjuror’s wand it can suntimon wp rnew
‘erimes” when the Stuation ragumres them, and
Just as dramafically whisk tham away with the
flick of a wrist when the monent of need has
pssed

COMSPIRACY TO TRESPASS

Let us take jusl one sxample of this prooes.
A Tew vears ago, when'student occupations
were rife. a numiber of ck-b=nch Tory MPs
were roused from their slumber Lo demand
that these enwarcanted wttucks on Western
civilization should be dealt with unsder the
craminal Law, Stwmlends nceupying axllepe
builifings wers rrespadsing: buf under English
law “mespass’, while walrw el is ol a oimey

] it is o civil wrong which the courts can ssue welis
clage, but a stick which the trade union bureat- pg prahibit, and for which o rrespasser csn be

sued, bul ant g criminal offence which che
srate ¢an punssh.

Thus the demond of the day was foo frespass

to b made a crioting] of fesice . Bul such g mave

wolkld heve invalwed cectnin difficlties: s hilf
wolld have had to be drftedand debaged in
Parliament, il wioubd bawve receised widespread
puntkiczily, Leabaur 8PS unifsr pressure [rem

warias quarters woold have bad 1o tske a akiod

on the proposed bill, and apgpomeats wouhl
have had 50 Cpposiunily Lo arepnise oging
the eonactmanl ol Sl a lnw, As i wus no
sich hill was propossd

In 197% 3 mumber of studerrls fram Sivrea
Leone oceupicd theiv Ershissy in g poliical
protest. They wera proanplby scresbed and

in{o & crime af action which would not be 5
crime by itsell. An agreement by paa or more
people Lo doan unlasful act, af todo s low il

Thas-definition can cowver three tvpes of

acts: o, those which are crimes by themssalwa;
b elvil wrongs - such as trespasa—which can be
turned into crimes by the use of the conspiracy
laws; c. the very broad categones of conspir-
acies (0 'cofrupt public merals” or o effect

a public mischicf:

Almost poy political action agninst Govern-
ment prficy could be declared illegal under
this third heading. For 2xample. il the he
demonstrations and one-day sirikes against the
[ndustrial Relatinns Acl could ave boen

prosecuded ps “conspiracies o affect o publiz

mischief® by attempling to thwact the ten-

tioms of Pacliament.

AWIDE MET

4. A eongpiracy chivpe s offen casier Lo
prove than a charge that something wis
acruplly dane, aind it can be used to cast e
wide nel dewwing in people whose insolwement
b the wlleg=d 'Conapiracy " was minimal, The
anly hasis that vesd exist for a conspiracy
charges iz thar an opresptenr warmade (oo
somctiing: nothing need accually have been
dope. nor even ANy pracicl Engga[aﬁM,'
wmadle Moreover, there need por be apyr
gvidiencs of & formal understandging -1he
apree miEnd " can he implicd in1ke aclions of

g very waluable to the atare o polilicsl chises,
TOd COmspIracy,

Ao judze put it durbiog a peelilieat telal i
ahe TGO

Fave piter seon cioh adheer, Sl have never cOrpss

bocange all commen law ofiznces can be
punished by a joil sentence of any length, The”
maast hintanl example of rhis ks the Shrewsbury
act by unlawful means’, isa criminal conspirscy. case. If the defendonts bod aclaally been con-
sicted of Ynthmidating workers to abstain from
work”’ they could enly have received a maximum
of three months injail, But because they were
convicted of conspiracy o do ghe e fhing,
e julge could hand down
wears, Pwn yeirs, and nine months.

LAW IN‘FIGHTING SHAPE'

After the miners” sirike the Home S=cretary
wiy e luged with demands for towgher liws on
pickering, e replicd that this wasn™t necessary

le wins (elling the truth -all thal was nesled
were B few favourable court deciglons 1o get the
lawe in fighting shape ',

fc is this which the sfate bag been busy Gdyving
up nver the past year o ¢, The massive effort
and expengs: they put into the Shrewsbury case
wits part ol this plan, Only-the day after the
Shrewsbury werdicts, anotler part of the plan
payed off: the Howse of Lords robed dhat the
right of peacetul pickeding did rot include the
rght 1o atop lorries to ‘eeacefolly periusde’
the drivers nol bo oross the picket ioe. Thia
decision [which now becomes Boding on
SVETY SOUFT Lty The couatlry ] makes pickebing
inlo a juke

The workiog class movemenl musl understungd
what auch cases involve a new addition to the
the alleged “conspiralon”, This aspect of the law Steck uf Jegnl wenpons which the ruling class
can use in its Bghe against the rrade uoloa
Iuking slEesr ea ) form af catlectve gerion - Movemene, Eachaod everyalizck o picketing,
and other trade unlon sdiviGes musl be fought
with che maxinewm wnily and determination by
the movement as o whols

AL the present moment this awand fighting

to everse the Shrewshury verticts and Tree the
"R Eor s preaf gocs conspmcy is generally s meteer threc, [F this & nol Gone the ruling class ol

o inference. .18 may he thot the alleged consperaters jgve wons o mifor wctory; the most ele-

sentences of three

-tlee e xisting law was tough enouph, For oncs

mentary form of trade umion siruegle can be

currently i force woulid ancover relati viely
branded “criminal’, wod avery trade unionist

vhareed with “conspicacy Lo Liespass®. Now ond

pended; ane may never have heand the nam e of the

few laws with-an openly political purpes: s s . .

- » : e of the pocobir Teatures ol the Lia of (HE R H avilaer, ane yer by i law ey may be pReties o the g = . 3
Bt '“-""'"-'_'-'l_.l-""i‘ wrong to coaciude feom this in il i can e ou orimns to eofsisee 0 do sune common criminal agreement. Thus, in some of !'JEIEEJI'E“'.EH with imprisonment, We must Flm
that the British state is poatly cauipped to certain things wilel 56 nob esnms s i mi the Fenmn cases tried in lhis country, it frequently 9 00% this to happen,

Bridn Sk

launch a ]'”13] attack an the '-'-'-':-I'MIIE Ulase happered Bt ause aF Qs conspara Tors wEd in Apmcr-

Hovarewer, fus meare han 150 sears P nelish




FIRST STEPS TOWARDS RESPONSE

The announcement of the Shrewsbury sentences could not have been better timed to hinder an effective response — just two
days before the Christmas holiday. But despite this careful manoeuwre on the part of the ruling class, measures to prepare a
mass working class response are already under way in @ number of areas. In the coming weeks every effort must be made to
draw these together into an effective, co-ordinated campaign of national industrial action.

Birmingham

Full-time trade union district secrétaries
and organisérs, logether with the convenors
of major factories in the area, have been
gaked by UCATT regional secretary Kean
Barlow to attend & meeting on Wednesday
2 Jamusry b0 discuss action in support of
ihe Shrewshury workers. There will dws bea
meeting of all the city's building site-shop
siewnnds on Mondsy 7 fanuary ., and 1he
iden of an all-city shop stewards’ conference
is abso betng mooted

Bristol

A meeting of the Trades Council on Thursday
20 Becember decided fo zall for 3 demuon-
glratbon and: uppariing strike action on
Monday T Januwary. 11 also voted 1o suppor
the slreudy esinblished defence committes
dnd 10 send delegses along 1o ity mectings

- L]
Edinburgh
A specially convened meeting of the building
trude Joint Shop Stewards Committes on
Thursday I December decided 1o call fon
"ll.’llf‘dlilll.' RETERE fclrath odi Lhe thiree I'!L'!-l
organied dies in the city: Myton's Commion-
wealih Pool, Myton's University, and Laing’s
51 James Centre. Al thres weare ol solid an
the Friday, and 1ogether with delepations from
eight other sites they ook part in a 200k
sirong proiest lobly of the Seoilish Offhce

The Joint Shop Stewards Commities has ko
decided 1o hald & meeting of all stewards on
Mooduy 7 Janiary 1o discuss Further in-
dustral action, snd @ moTion was Trissad re-
galling the Trades Council Exocutive o diseuss
the wsue. Teleghons wers w=nd fom e
meeting to the Liverpoo] Trades Councll

sk ing Tor & cecall meeting of the September
comference, and to CATT and the TUC
demunding thai they call a General Strike

in defence of the Shrewshury workers.

Glasgow

A reering of hullding trade winlodsis on
Saturday miming. 29 Decembor, decided 1o
call For o yodnt meeling of the Trades
Council Executive. the Charter Befenos
Commitize amd UCATT shiogp stewards 1o
organise mdustrizl action en the case, This
peeebmg took plige op de Sanirday afrer
moon, but olf that hos so far been decided
iz 1o hold o meeting of all shop siewards
and o organesE g miss ally on Saluridiy

k2 January

uilindh moverand =5 3 wholo,

"For # paneval seride ho Eiek ool bhe Torms.

ihaso policks

Cattamd 10 the comdng rlrogples,

Dur wiavin oo the prablsms presenthy Taeing tha working dass o thes countey rin b siemmarissd 38 fallows!

Liverpool

A joint committee uniting representatives of
the Confederation of Shipbuikling and Eng
ineering Unions, the TEGWL! and UCATT has
calied for & one-day stoppape throeghoud
Mearsevside rpaiisd woih the irmprisenment

of the three and the imposition of a three-day
week . This will be aceompanied hy 3 mass
demansteation concluding with a rally tn the
city oepire, although theexact date for this
has yet 1o be fixed

A mecting of Liverpoc] Trades Council on
Thursday X December voted to support any
industrial action. in defence of the Shrewshury
wirkers, af well as agreeing e hold a0 im-
mediate protest demonstration on 20
December, which was pitended by aboud

2y people. The Trades Council has also
sgreed noprinciple to a recall meeting of the
nilicnal '.‘_'ihww.stlur_\_-.' condererice 1l |.|,:_||'.|*1|:|:|
in September, fithoush the details of this
have yer oo be fioed

A mecting of all Merseyside shup stewards fo
discuss further action has been calied by the
Frades Cownnel for he eveadng of Thursday

3 Junuary. Already some sites have yoled for
stnike action, narshly the corporation
weorkers on the Dovesod urban renewal siltes,
who struck on Thursday 20 December and de-
chured their infeniion fooremmain on srike afoes
ithe holiday.

London

Sevoral hundred people bruved pouring rainan
Friday 21 Decamber to domonstrate in suppord
of the Shrewsbury wirkers outside The Mill
bank Tower, where TUC leaders wore sngaged
in talks with Heath and the employers on te
Energy Criss,

Last Fridav, 28 Decemibor, a meeting of the re-
cently wstablished all-Lomdoan Shrewshury
Defence Commitres passed the Following
motion: *In lme with the call byihe London
[rades Couneil for 2 stoppage on |5 Januany
around the question of the three-day week,
Phage ¥, inflation, etc., bearing in mind the
jailing of the Shrewshury 3 on the question of
picketing. this mecting propoes that this doy
be the siorting point Cor strske scbion escalat-
gt peneral ke propodtions, and Fortes
bl ot e pave Building trade wnions and

the: TUC 1o el orae Thig ncrhon.”

This motion will be discussed ol e ineethsgs
this week and therewill alio be o public
meeting on Friday 4 Tameacy, at 7 30000
Sherecditch Town Hall 11 is hoped el
Lawredee Daly will be amoeng the'speakers.

Thu Internateanal faeclst Groog o une of the younges amd smalise nrgmn oS of The revelulionery St Dt
wu baliaen that fha corractnes of sur idesy will prows to bu & more imporisnt 25t in ha coming altrugghs than
TP griwber rmembers wheeh many othe organsatiing. podses

Thu IMG now s mamisers in avery mapor irsde unjan, e pleged an active rels In many stk dnd he
bewn g impartand foroe in beinglng such strungles as tha trial of the Shressiory 24 60 the atanton of the trede

Wd Srd v of am ovbernational crpdnssaticn—iha Fourih Intorn@eonal, T ded by Loon Trotohy in 1930—wkidh
i imeridaingly whle fo play 2 major sole in workers siruggles throwgom Eurapn. 18 is our underitanding of the
importahes of intecnationadism wiilch bum pleced ug in.dhe foratrent o o
of Tha Wlitiemess people 2ganet 5l can Frperalem, the fight of he loal peopls sgamst British damananion,
and thia sifuggle of the Chilpsn worke s amd pemanky sgaingt mibtary dacuaesr ki

igre in yolidarity with tha fighy

“Far the foroaron of repreniTalive Cirpnnite of Aran o fesd o stroggle Ind 0pan THE Fod I R et G,
T prapmer ngw for g genarad srmke and Couierly ol Aotion . for g e -Angined s allunoe, mespings of shon
Haruradls wiid wanrhary FODTERTIINEE 1T DY Wl I s P AT ringpde s Gl sfrid coyTTUf faay

*Fur the orgenised defenar of the warking chear Hominst Jiacks from ive polos and orhgr faees of Ol s TE
“For 2w ity of ihe greatest namter D055 around e siroagie of e Orpanesd or ke o reEmenT

Fiov Qe BIEaUT eF T T e S snenivement oF Wiemen, fov &0 dne rg e farre S repiere i He beaghe
wrnpns ann g AT A, for irelinndd [0 pogeinee de rupoart of TenanTr and iTedons

The 181G fights for unitan setien with o1 srganisations of the workeng dass mossmant on asch and all ol

I-youw agred vabih chicd policis wou should Find ot more sbeout the- Inrernationdl Myrest Group win a
wiee be: joining ui, This is e way In which you mn mostaffoctyaly contellsuss o 3 socsewlyl, e b

| Send o 182 Pentanville Boad  Eondon, M1,

The Barking and Daperham Defence Comenitlee
sz also menung inco action, producing a bul-
ketin on the case for distribution this wesk

It kas also called for o picket-of the TUC
headguarters ar Congress House on Thursday

3 January at 2.30p.m.

Manchester

Site meetings will be held throughoot Lhe
city o Wednesday 2 Jamery, e day
building workers ceturn atter the holiduy,
and an appeal B going out to all other trade
undonists in the Grauter Manchesier arga 1o
joetn o derponstration on 7 Janoare. 11 s
heoped that the lotrerwill be acoompanizd
by stoppages i at leastthe budding industry

Buildiig workers from Manchester will ulso
be [obbying o mesting of #e UCATT Ex.
ecutive on & January, while another deputa-
tion will visi the TEGWET headquarters in
London to demand full support and oalionl
action for (e Fighi to free the three,

The vichous senteitees have also added a new
wrgency o the call for a conference-on the
Shrewshiary case 2nd the conspiracy laws,
goponsored by the Manchester Co-ordiriating
Commattes of Trade Unionisis. Thiswill be:
held in the Dowelng Sureer Co-op Hall on
Saturday 19 Januacy. Delegates” credenttials
can be obtaiiad from Mr. Stan Brazil, 6l
Brompion Road, Manchesier 14,

North Wales

More than a doren gies and factoclas were cloged
diwn on Thursday 20 December when
howands of engineering, Crans=ort and

hullding workers launched o unifed protest

e
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I would like 1o subscoribe to Ked Weeklo

tspecid introductory rate; 50p for 12 isues)

Mume

Aadddress

Para -:'If the Millbani dumunmnili'm aytsids the NEDC mueting in Lordan on Friday 21 Decembier

The Intemational Manist Groyp ——

I would like more information about the IMG

strike in response o3 call by the Defence
Comimittee, and plans are being made to
continue 2 cumpaipn of industrial adion afler
the holiday period,

Nottingham

A broad defence committes carablished at 2
reeling fwo days affer (he sentences were an-
nounced has called & demonstestion throwsh
the citv for Monday T January. 1193 hoped
that this will be sponsored by an extended
mesting of the Trades Couneil {including shop
apmaards, trade unbon afficials, eie, ywhich hos
been called for 2 January to discuss the general
crasls, Maanwhibe the defence comemities hos
ilreudy bepun to fobilize tar the damom
atration with a picked in the ity centre Last
Saturday. This week it plans to leatiet the
rrajne facrories and it thearea,

Oxford

Militants will be leafleting the mejor fastories.
and building stes on the case in the comiag
week, bur nomajor decison vo co-ordinated
action is expected before 18 Tanuary, when an
axtended Trades Council mecting on the
general erisis will discuss the sentences und will
hear o speaker from the national Shrewshary
Defence Committes.

Sheffield

A lzatletealling Tor natiopal action and ad-
varbiding o peeting on & e will bedis
iributed round ol the building sites and maior
factorizs this week. The leaflot has 2o G

heen slgned by 11 sibe stewards and e site
convenors, 85 well as by Peter Tait of the NUM
Exceutive, (oayn Reed of Doneasgiar MU,
Dennis Skinner MP, und the convenor of the
British Stecl Corporacion warks at Blver Thoa,
where the shup stewarils® oommitles recenthy
gznt £240 to the national detences fund,
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