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oMASH THROUGH

The new year has greeted almost every worker with a 40% cut in
pay as the Tory-imposed 3 day week bites home.

The Heath Government is currently engaged in a furious defence
of its action against Labour MP Wedgwood Benn. But cven the
Governmeni's own figures prove that there is only one reason for
the 3 day week —the Tories are hell-bent on smashing the miners.

[he jockout is an attempl to mske jthese genllemen hurry to enpoonce

the whole sawking class pay for the
mimers” light against Phase 3, Al the
gsame bme it is the most efMective
means of conserving coal stocks so
that the Government can westher a
long, drawn out struggle ghoald ihis
sirgtegy of mmediale showdown tail.

The Government & aciiog as if it
were master of the sfualion, 3 power
which no mere frade umionist dare
offend, But this = sheer bluff—this
Goverament could not hold power
for & single day were it pot for the
disanity of the working class move-
ment, sctively fomented by the tres-
chery ol ibe trode vnion leadership,
A nmited working vlass counter-nffen-
sive could smash right through this
bluff and reveal the Tory Govern-
mant for the paihelic cellection of
capilalisi politicnl hacks thar il is.

But this will nisl be done if the coume
mapped out 5o far by the irade union
‘lexders’ i followed. The TUC have
dencunced fhe 3-day week 45 a move
designed to defest the miners and
the resi of the working clasm. Yot

Wik thie resumnpsson ot work attor
the higlidnys, i cempdign 10 rovene
the yesdicts which hawe semt three
butlding ‘trade mitikans lvbo Shee
dury @i, maT e oA top iod ity Tor
sy lrsigld LumiciEs i

Eroups wilh
would cresie & formidable combina-

tpenernl  sfrike to bring down the

that they share Heoath's ‘“anxistlies
bout the econoany 88 they hobnoh
wilh Tory Cabinet ministers al num-
er 10, They can think of no form of
esponse more elfective than a one-
¥ protest.

[ these buresucrils were sericus a-
out fighting the Tories, it is obviows
what they would be doing: by Lhe
1me this paper appears the National
ommitter of the AUEW will have
I amd couwld have walled [or o
ational eogmeenng sinke; op 10
anuary the NUM executive will meen
d could decide on an immedmale
trnke ballof which would throw the
fmll force of the miners agninst the
Government by the and of January,

An alliance of these two powarful
the milway drivers

lion that no Government counld with-

and for long, The special meeting of
union Presidents and Secretarics called
far lala January could seal the Fate
of the Tories and ensure a massive
working clas viclory by calling a

(aovernment.

FhEs eampaign K10 mo s o ‘dver
sipn’ Tioym the sirugples ower wapge
claimu punel against the Tory Moot
The Shrewshury cass and the J-dny
Wk WA just Two prong of the off
enive’ which the Tory GGounkpan

Thas is what every trade anion mili-
rant  must demand foom the bureau-
crats. Hesolotbons musi ponir - farth
from ewery trade unlon branch, shop
slewards commitbee, AUEW Distnct
Committes, and NUM Aren Council
calling for decisive action of this
arder,

Bui we cannal simply wait for the
bureaicraty to cock an ear in our
direclion—we  musl prepore 9. go
ghead withoul them. The national
angineering conven o' confersnce that
mel in Manchester Inst month must be
rocatled as soon as possible and begin
immediate preparations Tor & national
enginecnng strike, Loeal committess
of miners, engineers and rall drivers
dhould be setup to work out praciical
coordination of iheir siruggles, and
similar relutiong established on the
megional level,

The. Tory Iekkout has thrown the en-
tire working class dnio the same Boat.
The Government hope that this will
produce bitter in-fighting. But we can
tum  this Tory manoeuvre upside
down by learning to row togethor
insted,

Recent examples show how this cun
be done, In response to the fine im-
posed on gt for refusing o operate
the Housing Finanee Act. the Clyde-
tank Coundl has zalled a conference
of e focal lahour movement to

SHREWSBURY

hat vinleashsal ageaivgl tha fradao onsin
murwment v an efford fo @revent i
breaking through Plase 3,

The fight fo preserse working class
fwing sinndardy will roguire both the

Some of the 8OO delepates whoartended last Seprember's |.'-:m[|."r;.=|:|:4.' i sup pare ot ||'|:-._:"i|1ne:l.-.'~_-.|'~|:r:|.' 24, called by

Use Liverponl Trades Conncil, A recall meeting af this body must be' arvanged immedistely incorder 1o mobilise
the widese support for the S]uuw:bu‘ry waorkers chroughout the trade snion mavemaent.

bock its stand, In severnl sreas local
meetings and conferences an the crisis
have heen called,

Such conferences can bring all sectors
logether to  discuss their common
problemd, to work out 8 umified
response to the cosls, and 1o lay the
bagis for going om the offensive apainat
the Tories and the empluyers.

Working class unity can be g@ven o
permanent, practical form by the
ereation af representative  Councils

broadest  elass uniy and  the mpst
daturmined Torma  oF dimiggla, The
Shrevshury trial is o ocattempt- do
dupprive tha workiog clpge of 9 ot
impartant ‘woapon - militant picket-
L] viitimdtkats Fanl-andF o
{7 fanEars.

— il

The key to divelop'ng on edfectve
sampaign Wil b and i aut strke by
huilding workers. BoiZding tragd msll
tarie in #vary araa should be warking
toveards this. epd, and  thea adinosial
binadel of e vankand-fide burkding
wirkers pEpar Chamar recalial o
soardmate such moses on tha nit-
aifal lieal. Masimum pressare mus
b pal on the LCAETT e ' TRG
keaders ta support such aoiion

Sodidarity attiong by other groups of
warkiers e plag wery EFnpareanc, Lost
Soptemibar 8 Conlsmance  spiemecrad
oy the Leerpool Trades Cosmcil on
tho Shrewsbury trials sttacted S00

dalagabey, Thee Trades Cosinell -hasg
slready agreed i pringgls £0 TE
ccall of this biocdy, but The decsish
fHARL ted it Inco-etfact nmmediately,

iraid al
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drul mEesEee ropreese TR
e recoll camforonon T el

il Tha sk chir ot

Party, which Oée-
en in ke rEnk-

Tz S pemam i mist
ik 3 cantral  paosetn
srid-Tift ol dm Fles
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STOF PRESE — Hoth the LOA TT ang ifw

on Ty, § dwlmry 0 oisouss the Showabivy cany, The London Shrewsbury
Daferoe Commitien i maliing a one-aay sirike of He buiiding trade far thar day,
o F orgaisng @ avd- bl of both execobias to ol far natiarel dagurhns

acfion,
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of Action out of such meeting which
can coordinate all the struggles of ihe
local working class—againat lockouts
and Loy offs, for wepe riges, and on
rents and prices. A network of sach
bodies peross  the -coundtry  woukd
strenpgthen the power of the workem
movemenl  immensely and make it
impossible  for the bureaucrats o
stand aby lobger in the way of a
untted working class offensive againat
the Tory Government, The Tores'

bluff would be called,

industry,. &5 plaving 2 ormral rale wn
tha eufrant rampeigh, But sa far the
Amitions M hey kaken S0 Nole to et
the campaign on tha vight rood-

The Martis Wales Shrewshiory Defenos

CommiTie, in ywhith the CF xaresis
ecmsiderable bnfluenoe, sdvisad North §
Wiler building workess to¢ remume
work - after tho New Yaar wolliday
'piiding <ilka for Further Sctien”. Bl
ot this paint the imporant thing b to
gil # cledr laad From somed section of
building workoews, sround which mat-
lonnal metiar Ead Ba boile, Othansbe
thare ie tha dangar of sveryons wait-

ing for sameons afso to maks tha first
e,

Tha CF hes aloo lavod preat afress on
winmlng ball tor the thres mBlflas i
padl. Bt Iz indesd impoertant thad badl
s winere far dha three — Biokl Tor 1hagr
ot willhdng end s they cun pey
their rightiel rele in the mrmonign

it v kst Iseeeoie of ary atlernaT
ta mukd The sphnnisg of sich 8 Thiy
gain the mair bk, or o pait ofFan
alF-out mobl ertion null;‘inl.: cha aul-
LTI tha  appaals - Theo apneal
trifguzed will yaald suothiteg ol tha
ruling o= ore foeed wth the et
movamsant of. irelusdveal nnd g
i Iraer] tha & dockery” laad-
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WAIT &

SEE

The McCurtains' home alter the Army had finished with it

As a Christmas preseni (o Andersonstown,
British soldiers in Belfast wrecked the home of
the McCurtain family in Ladybrook Drive.

Soldiers, some of them reported to be dronk,
tore up Moorboards, snashed fumiture, broke
open cupboards, tore out the entire fireplace,

smiashied every doot, (ore the handzail off the
daircase; hacked every step with an axe, and
made holes through the root and ceiling. Yhile
this was going on Ciril MeCortain was being
tortured at Dunmurray BUC Rarracks. The
British Armiy [nler descoibed this a5 a “routine’
arms saarch:

Typical of the more peity forms of Army
harasemen! was an incidenl at the Sullolk Inn,
on the fringes of Andersonstown, Jusi belorne
cloging time on 12 December, soldicrs poured
intoe thie har, One feenaper refussl Lo give bis
name, gnd wis then dragped into a Samoen,
from which emerged screania and thuds He
was then taken to Forl Managh, and was only
released in the early hours of the merning,
afier strenuous efforts by the Peaple's
Democracy,

INTERNEES

The stingy gesture of relessing o small number
of internees has only deawn atlention 1o the
fact that around 600 are still behind the wire.
The delight of families whe have had someane
resiored is outweighed by the bitterness of
those who have bean disappoinied, And every-
one wonders how long some of the better
known men will stay [ree, while some are
worried that they may become tarpeta for

the UVF.

The big fear of the catholics B the possibdlity
of a new UVF murder campaign. This would
pass the Exeailive and the Beidsh Army with

TTITUDE IN BELFAST

the choice ol dealing =ffestively with the
Frodesrant assassans, or exposing (el r by
to ercrle the sectarianism of fhe six-cogmties:

Whitelaw had a diglscentlve po-act agsinst the
previons murder sampaign—it divertzd Jovalisc
energles, and increased demoralisarion in the
cittholic areas. The some presures will beon
the gecarity forcees in the eveir of & renewed
carnpaign, Bul this time the STOLE must bear
partial responsibility Tor amy faflure to crush
the protesrant murder sguads,

DOWNTURMN

iIn thiz period of wieertainty these i an evident
downturn in the catholic resistince movemeni.
A mecting organiesd by the Prople's Democracy
im Castle Street near the cily centne, Lo prodest
at the force-feeding of the Wincheater priaonars,
received only a spacie atlendance; and a Sinn
Fein protest mesting in the 5t, Tames disteicc
the lallowing day attracted an even smaller
turmonat,

It is on this negative feeling of war-weariness,
rather than an positive support for the Buaning-
dale deal, that British imperinlism must pely
o achieve 3 siabiliesfion, 11 = not thae peaple
hawe been won over by the settlement—the
mosl intense afforts by the S1LP o gell the
deal have only met with a cynical conviction
ihat Lhey arein it for the money, Bul few can
soe 20 immediote alternative. And as 1873
fades gut, the prevalent attitude in Belfus &
“Wait and sce.

fHoh Purdie

Winchester prisoners
continue hunger-strike

Urgent action is needed on hehalf of the
Wincherter prisoners convictod of the London
car o bimggs

Three of them are sull being foreefed in an
otiempl 1o bréak their hanger strike. The
conidition of Dolours Price bn parteulsr =
CAUSLNE Brave Coqwcern

st after the force Feeding begen, Disdowrs wiole This
destriplion alit to her parents: I8 happenss on the
19h day of my hanger sinike, | was seared SOl olien
I =w the rube and (e wenden olamp for my mooth,
Thee warst bt was when 1 couldn’t get my hreath as
the tube was goang dowm |, Thes (o coowi W all |
wins sick afterwards aid brought svery thing up

Hugh Fasmey deseribed it s “A worsden contmption
is put m my mouth with a hole in it Theaugh the
hale the tobe s Fereed down iy flreat. & lionel is
Pl inde the tabe and the liguid 5 poused down,”

Dialouss Price has contimued o womit vielently cech
L — this has arther weakened her condition, and
makes ench day a waking nightemace. Her Llife amd ihe
lwes of ine other lmnger drikers acein Jamger, bui the

they refuse 1o give in while their demands ore refused.

The trestnkenl (e Winchesier privonees ard tecsiving
is wichimas mnd vindictive, All they are asking is the
right foseive e seneaces i theMNorth of brelana
wliere their refalives can visil them. Yed the response
to their reguest, und to their Bunger strike has been
Bratal, 11 sontrasts vividly with the cisss in which

a LA man ol 3 Bretish soddicr, coowicied ol
mnrder, hsd thoesr requests granted to e tmpsferred
Pt The Morth ob Incland o seeve Lheir seibenges

m Englisly priscns

{in Mew Years Duy o picket of fifty peaple ralied out
side Hrizbon prisan, They prorested of 1He tearmend
of the prisoners. and fie Bl thal By constanily
swilching tlem from prisan o prisan the suthorites
are preventing them from receiving yisids and letters,
A [ood of resslulions and Jetbers fram the Lahour
Mavement must descend on the Home Office dempnd-
ing the ending of fhe foee-feeddig, ammd the graating
ull the prisoners” demond o be returned 4o seeve theic

Tuesday's picket outside Briston prison prot-
asting against treatment of Winchester prisoners

Printers stop work
over right-wing advert

The class war is moving townarda decisiv
battles and Aims of lndusiry has smetled a
whill of gmpe-shat, This right wing propa-
ganda group, financed by big business 1o
defond free' enterprise, has launched 2 mojor
campalgn which is budgeted to the tone of
L500,006p. They will publish leaflets, posters
and newapaper adveribements clamouring
phout the threat of Labaar “wrecking the
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econumy with its paliry nationalisation
propasala.

The campaign was Kicked off on 27 Decemibor
will an ad In the Dedlp Sicre headined | *The
End &l Freedom in Britain™ ", an od which kas
subsequently appeared s ninher of athar
papers. 1L claims thad the Communist Facty
and s allies ore oul Lo deslioy the Siheries”
which are insepurable Trom a 'free” economy.
Werare sobery informed that the T of Rail-
wnyiman, led by M. Buckiom, who reject (he
British Badl offer, are oul o weoeck' the
coomamy. 1 poes oal t The Miness foo ore
buing fed by o militand 121 wing leadeshia.

The responsie of printing workers Lo this crass
allack an workers in sinsgsle hos Boen |__-|_-.._'|._1_
Machine-room workem al the Fimes stoppd
work Lo prodest to the management opbol Lhe
ad, arel workers af the Saidap Evpress fopeed
the mamagemenl 1o publish a statement Cram
this MATS0FA and SOGAT chapels prolosling
ar fhe dedvertisenesl, and wan a cosm pid ment
Lex primi st peply by Koy Buckion.

Hoeeever, thoir cegpoime was Doo dufensive.,
Whon, two veariago, prinl workers on (he
Feeaing Sterdord 1ried Lo slop publication

alb g slanderoas cartoon, dirseled agonst the
power workers, they were pocused of toving
tio ‘cengcr’ the “fres’ press. This hos e
Frink workers cnutions agoud using thore
industiial strength Lo glop such anli-working
class propaganda.

Flea jeant chapels sialement in the Srpress
rejects the aveusamon that Trade Unionisia
are “anbi-Hritsh, ' ond *hent on desitoying
Britain’s poonomy.” The wedkoess of Lhis is
sall-sviclanl, The siruggle of The working class
does indepd pose the “weocklng' of 1 econ-
iy, bl this & the resull of the crisis of the
capitalist swatens, and resulis foom the
attanpls ol workess Lo defend Themselees
from the effects of that veisis. By accepring
tlse terins of debate st hy the proecapizalist
slapilerers the print workers e their own
shoe-baocs together: although Chey Fuve laken
dslep locward they can onle pet langled up.

Dray=try -clay L rsling cluss wages (he class
witt Threragh the medin, The thio teckle of
working cluss propaganda is ingsponficant
begute this tmrank. By stoppung the piehlica-
Bom b Uhe marst shimaderous materid prine
workers woald nof b exciciaing “censorship”,
bl redmesring the balance. The working clags
faces o rulidess encmyunlf can never win
umiess el is p r:_';1.4|'ve:|:1| toartock that cnomyr al is
wisakopaoints, Jisl as if b5 leprimule to atop
prosd g comymod ilics Tor e wne, il
lupilimute Lo stap Lhe prodection of enemy
propaganda, Print workems have that

power in fhedr hamds and 1hey aiglr Lot

uge L.

TRADES COUNCIL
INQUIRY
EXPOSES

POLICE METHODS

Adt dmportant precedent wos sei by Bristol
Trades Council's public inguiry s 1% Decem-
ber into polica raids om leliwing militants

in e cily,

The raids wese carcied oul n April apd
September last vear, The police were allegedly
Inaking for explosives, but concendraled on
gbtaining information aboul the left groops

in the area—address books, politiesl d ociements,
lediers, lterature, &tc were 3l seized aind
examined, Those rajded inclided members of
e Inctermational Marxist Group, 15, Clann na
hEiresnn, CPR (ML), and othes milifomis,

A begal advice cenlre, Finunced by the YO A,
way broken into ond letters and files examined.

The Trades Council tonk wp the guestion of the
Tuids nfter n vigorous campaigin by ihe Bristol
Comptlitee for the Defence of Socislist, But
the Home Office rejected the Trades C noneil s
plea fore public iogairy into the affair, and
apiled instead for nn indeenal police ingoiry
beaded by the Assstani Chief Constable of
Liverpood, John Badley. The old pals’ nci
coubd not have been more hintant, since
Aristol's Chief Conztable spent 25 years

ity e Liverpood force,

So the Trades Council then decided to hold

its oowm imguiry, and Inviced all nleresied
partics fo give evidence, although the police
wuid thut it would be ‘Daproper” () and
*dizcouctesius’ (1) for them: to participate,
Amongil evidence heard ot the Inguicy wers
statements fron Kick Mann and Andrew
MeCongell; squatiers who were detained for

25 hours under very unpleasant conditions
without necess fo fricnda or tegal assistance,
Mike Fitzgorall of the MG testifed thar the
police had 1aken musses of prpers. lieratre
and addres books from hix house, nnd meombers
of 15 nnd the CPB [{M-L} gave smilar evidence,
Angolika Ladd, who is German und hes a poor
command of English, told how she was hebd

in prison from 4,00 pm unill midnight with ber
10-oeanth ald baby. She was ot allowed 1o
feed Lhe child for five hours, or to chaoge fts
nnppies for 5ix hoors.

The action by Bristal Trades Counctl anght o
hnve s much wider applicalion, Police represion,
which started agoinst Irish grovps and has been
exlended to the revolutlonary lefi, is now o
majier problem for all militaar teade uniondscs.
By making it clear that it will defend and pub-
liclie the cases ol all victims of repression,

Bristal Trades Councll has pecformed a voloahle
serviee to the whole showr ond secinlist move-
ment,



Every capiinlist politicln, newspaper and
broadcaster has been declaring that the
present crisis is really abour whether or
nod the present political structure of
Britain can survive. MNever before have the
virtues of “Porllamentary government’ and
“the rule of lew" been trumpeted so loud.

This chonis comies not just from the open
agenis of the ruling class, but also from

fhe so-called leadership of the working

class, Wilson goes on television to declare
that he never his and never will support an
ilegsl act. Len Murray wriggles and squirms,
claiming that aitempis to break the pay
lawes are not redlly & chalenge (o the governs
ment gnd that the trade unions are the most
lww-abiding of all people, Eric Heffer and
the Communist Party make a nonsenabeal
distinction belween “resl” lawe which must
be obeyed arid “Tory laws" which nesdn't be,
1 distinetion 50 subtle that even they don')
gppear o understand it.

Meanwhile the Tones go on blessing every
anti-working class meguire with the holy
incense of ‘law’. What is the reality behind
all this rubhish?

THE CAVEMEN EMERGE

The Tosies are preparing, in the present

crigis, the main outhnes of their policies for
the coming penod. Al the beginning of the
criss, with the imposition of Phase Three, the
Tores were shightly hegtant. Six million work-
ers had claims in, while the victory of the
Gilasgow firermen snd the proven fighting
ababily of the miners alio advised cantion.
Figeres like William Whitelaw, who B supposed

ed to the Farefront

e mm of the ruling cliss was prabably to
sk Fhise Theee throwgh and wait for rising
unemployment, mflation end demorlisation
to sap the HGghting strength of the working
cles. Meanwhide the Tordes weaild be ahle (o
gain ‘credibility” for winning on Phase Thies
Oin this basis they wouakd reguin middle clss
support lesl to the Libemls and win the next
pencral election. Wit o new mandste and »

Opont Anti-working clas messures could be
introgdiuced

But the confinual retrends and relonmism
of the trade union :nd political leadermhip
of the '.l.'rlrk_lr;l; class have encoumged the
ribing class and the Tory government to go
mereagingly onto the offensive, When the
MIRC fine on the AUEW met with no néal

to be the “human face’ of capilabism, were push-

weilkenad working class, 0 new phaso of welous

response from that union’s executive, the
NIRL was encourapsd Lo go on Lo firme Ui
TGWL again, The treacherous role of the
uminn bureaucracies in refusing to defend

the Shrewsbury 24 throughout the sumser
has now sHowed the imprisonment of thres
of the workers. And the refusal of the lrade
umicn leadesshipa to co-crdinate the stniggle
against Fhase Three has allowed the Tores to

go on o impose the three-day week.

HIGH STAKES

The maling class has mow coanmitled sell To
playing for very high stakea. If the lock-oul
goes om for any length of tibe many small
firms will be pushed into bankmpicy. But the
gaing of & vielory here will be enopnous. 1E

the miners and the other groups of workens can
be defesred, the Heath leadership will omee
maore be estoblished as the 'strong government”
which the mling clasm so desperately needs, and
which it appeared to be until its nose was
hlcodied by [he mines in 1971, On this basig
it would be able to win back the middle

class lorces which have deserled it, On the
basis of soaring inflation, rocketing vnemploy-
ment, and the fomenting of racism it conld
then hope 1o lmpose a decizive defeat on

the working class.

n & smatl seale, we can already see thear

plans for stepping up the exploitation of the
working class in Courtaulds, where o group af
workers ave besn sacked 40 a8 [o be rehind
nt houdy rates of pay with no guarantesd
WHEE.

The real foce of the copitalist class, after o
long period of ebecurity, s once man dowing
itsell. Chancelior of the Excheguer Ilnrl:ll:r; -

writing in the Fieancie! Times on 31 December,
openly admits that the present capilalisi
econarmis coisis and the Tory messures will
menn that ‘many families are bownd (o sufler

a reduction in earnings’. Enoch Powell and

his rabble rinl om about Lhe need far two
million unemployed. The Etomomin’ magating
in dts Lagt ssue of (973 called for it tobe “the
normal procedure Lo sack workess who beoak &
binding conrract (which is legal jergon Tor going
on sirike)’, Tory MEF Peter Fry, poing evon .
further. toiks in the Guardasm of the need Lo
bring i the srmy. Even though the main cors
of the muling class does pot vet think in ferms
of un-army solution, we can aow begin 0o
plimpar the barborism hehingd the curtain

of boungenis demaocracy”

CALCULATED BLUFF

The Tories arc engaped in o colculoted and
exlra-ordinanly vecdous piece of blufl, They
know perfectly well thar if the organised
forces of the trade union movemen: Llaunched
o united artack sgainar Phase Thres and the
rest of the government’s policies the Heath
government would be destroved. The goveen-
ment docsd ool al presant have any scceplahle
mepresgive g pparatus which could he set againai
the working class movement, What the Tories
sire hanking on iz that the leadership of
the working class, the trade union
buresneracy and the Labaour Parcy, will
underniing what cannot be destroyed by a
frontal assault. By putting forward the
Ssoverdgnly’ of Parinmentand the ‘cight
af govemments to govern', ‘the rule of
law,” ebe,, the Tores caleulate that they cai

=
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THE TORY ATTACK AND
THE RULE OF LAW

intimiclare the existing working cass leadsr-
alip-into surrender,

Unfortunately if it was lefr co the TUC and

the Lahoair Party the government could nod
tose. The leadership of the labour movemeni
will mever grasp that every single major work-
ing cdass advance from the Tolpuddle Martys do
the freeing of the Pentonville Five was mined in
A strupgle gpraner the capitalist ‘rule of law"

The choles between the reformist and the
revoiutionary attitudes to the ‘rule of lea',
andl the *sovereignly of Padiament' is not o
choice between ‘peaceful” or Sdolent” roads

Lo sointism, as the Labour lefis and the
Communist Parly clpim, The choice i between
the maintenance of capitalist society - which
means Lhe grinding down of the working
class, in the pame of the ‘defence’ of capitalist
‘democracy’; of the defence of the conditions
of the working ¢lass—which means the smash-
g of capitalist society, and the establish-
ment of the democrocy of workers® councils,
Already in Lhe presend creifs the histancal
choice between socialism or barkarism, even
il only m microcosm, 18 Glearly posed,

JOBM MARSHALL

"

lory crisis:

“THE TORIES CRIGIS—OUR CHANCE' boldhy
proclaimed the Internaticnal Sacial isis attes tha
announesmant of the Tory smergency measures. Bui
tha réport of the 15 Mational Commidtton diseussion
which foliowed this hoadling showad that tha IS, i
not actually in i itkall, veas in total confusson as
1o how o desd with the presnt siciastian.

The yiews an tha Mational Committee spanned the
whioi# spectrum from those cailing Tar some uretatsd
‘Pofitcal programime” a8 5% sniwar to the criss {We
prauld demand swsdping nationalisatian wnder wir kars,
contrdl 4 The key siduton’] thraugk o thass who

inssted an the irrelevancn of ‘grandiaie o oamammes’ I:II'-d

e e ta Be ‘narrow and prectical”

Wihast has heppeaed is that ibs dew| oping reeds ot the
workers” struggle has shown up cthe threadbare form e
that the |5 has been aparating o0 with a oerain suacags
S the pasr period, Without doubd, the lineal graup:
irig 1he rank pnd Tile agains: the besesucracy on.a mom-
militant-than-thau pragamms carrespondad (o e
gantimantd of mueh ol the vanguasd durmg the iital
ylamantsl upsurge of the wiockers” stneghie, Phase 3

wak tho watersnad, The dedeat e ftansd fare agiy gearg

14 hawn Bawre guffersd rot somuch by lack of milcrar-
cy. but through the absenice of Ay pinar alvernarie
strategy to hat ol the bursswerecy, 11 wes Tor thao
reason that the buresaoacy were able to goee the

death kigs to The STLGE el agaical e Tary goverreranl
Thie trisis of parspective naw imgels the st elemients
of the rark and fike o ook for sacous political ans-
WHETE,

Baur the whalc of e |5 eaperiead o the pest perad
|luads thesr (o B regponse which, in the present ceis=s,

International Socialists on defensive

15 rothing shart of disastrous. In the last arstysis, the
‘e milicaey prograrmne 15 asssntial Iy defens e

It consats in respanding to the inifiatives made oy
the Tories and the employers, rather thar chartmg
the elpmenis of an incegandent course, T hesibole
basrdem 44 th= recent Tory ploye—the srmeraency
measures, thn 3 tay wosk elo—is pracisahy 1o turn s

pramant oHeasive struggle ol the working class against
b ceetrdl slrslagic planks of the Tory pollcy Ine
a cefensive struggle.

Mast of the lelT lewan Tha Lalour lelth arm agrasg
thad the orins messurss introduoed by the Tories
are not basad anoa crisis af energy supply, Buc am

AIAKIE CTHIRS fairs Bk
|. b mim P By b o D gEeda
IIl- 15 Bathawl® rl.'\.lr'rl..-l.l

- Ll .'-l
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~ THE TORIES’ CRISIS
—OUR CHANCE

PR i p

# manoeuyre to bring ali resources to bear agsnst any
passible broach of Phase 3, 1T this Tails, the eradibiility
al the while amploying dass will be sericushy derted.
O the other hand if they manage to hald the §ine
againat unlans and foree cham to Back down; the

wor king cleers will sufler o grave defest and the balanee
of foroes will be decisively altered, Consequanthy,
althaiagh v 55 R ™at 1he prasest comindgrtation is
not #rmageddon, the stalmes are rather high. The
Torim ar very determingg 1o win, e 10 1THe exient
o Alowing some secions of smell capdtsl ta go tothe
waall,

Diegpita thie the présent measeres st ona gigantic
biuff, for the actuad miatien af facEs i alaley
adg@iniel tha Tories and the employers. Tho laock out &
not designed to stares oF bather this vearking class into
sbumilggion, The vhida elabemnite scheme & designed
ta intimidate the bursavoracy into Mlaying Its
epsancial feda of fragmanting and confuging the
siruggle and simult@reously changing the T@oain ol
thee grruggla T ana et silted for th disorgamis=ng
rize of the buresucracy —local, fagmentod stroggies
arcured lapotfs, pay, meoundeades and sa on,

To mokes the cenmal rephy o this manosuyes défen-
iive d oo ang issue-—-"Work ar Tull pey” 'Nat e periny
off our Pay™ or what hewe you—is to walk neatly inta
the Tory trop. #v contrast, the ek of revalutloneries
I8 T2 alngane sl wuch defensive BTEgglos WweER T & o
fevamwe strategy of winning wage claims in full, smash-
Ing the pay lawe, forging aifiances benseen declalve
shetors, and push ing towande & genaral strike which
an urate Sarh the aliensive and defensive struggles.

Jirn Chyrues
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Wodunteers sgning an for the London Regiment De

The last article in ths senes traced the rise of
the Triple lndustrial Alliance of minems, milway-
men and transport workers after the First World
War, This powerful body —despite the lack of
assistance from the Labour Party and TUC
bureaucrats—was able to wse its indusirial
might to win its economic demands and
inflience Government policy on matters like
military intervention in Russia and conscrip-
tion.

Towards the end of 1919 the British labour
movement was faced with a new problem—
the refusal of the Lloyd Georpe Gowernment
to dccepl the rcommendation: for the
nationalisation of the mires made by 1he
Commission it had set up carlier that year

in order to avoid o showdown with the miners
and the Triple Alliance.

When the Septembar TLUC vobed masgively In
favour of 8 motion (seconded by NUR leadear
and veteren rpht-wing burcaucrar J.H. Thomas)
to ‘compel the Government” Lo gccapl the
Commission's report, oan even bigger confronis-
tion bétween the Government and the wnions
seemed on the cards, Bul Thomas' support of
this move did not represent a dramatic politic-
al conversion. [t was & typlcal burcauceatic
manoeuvre: going along, temporarily, with
mass wentiment th order to better sabotage

the siruggle when the opporiioily canme.

THOMAS® TRUE INTENTIONS

It didn't tnke long for Thomas® teoe inten-
tions te become clear, The milway unions
had been tevolved bn wape negotintions
with the Govemment (who sl retained
contrel over the railways) since Fehmuary.
Suddendy, ln Aupust, & penerous setilement
was reached with the enging drivera. and
expectziions were mised in the NUR for
a similar offer. But when the Government
finully made its offer on 19 Sepiantbii it
involved massive woge cufs—the settlement
with the drivers bad been aimed a1 splitting
the tail Unicns befare the showdown with
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the MUK,

Much agoinst kis will Thomas was Topced io
call & mational rail sirike. But, like most nght-
wing bureaverats be was more afraid of mass
slruggle than he was of loging the sirke. He
did everything in his power o limit the
strugele the strike was called suddenty.
withoul consultation with the other mil
unions, pnd throughout the dispute Thomas
refused to call on the Triple Allimnce for
suppor,

Ueapite thi open sabotaging operabon by
Thomas, wnkted action saved the NUR from
disaster. In a fine display of clas solidarity,
the mil drivers thwarted the Governmeni's
manoeuvre and struck in support of the KUR.
Thers was considerable pressure from rank-
and-file transport workers—especislly London
busmen 2nd dockers-for solidarty action.
Finally Erncsr Bevin, leoder of the Dockers’
Union, decided that action must be taken
even without an invitation from jhe NUE.

A conference wag called on 1 October of
Labour Party and trode union delegales to
digcuss support for the railmen, and &
commiti=e was sel up Lo mediabe beiween
the Gowerment and the NUR.

By this point even a left-wing bureauwcrat like
Baervin was geiting cold feet abowt the prospeci
of o showdown with the Government. On 4
Detnber ke reporied Ao the Dockers’ Dofon
axeeutive: 'l think 1§ must be civil war, [or

[ cannot see how it is possible, once all the
trade uniong ane browght In, for the Govem-
ment te avoid fighting for supremacy and
power and | do not believe our people, il

ey kwew what il meant. would be preparsd

1o plunge intoil,”

The Government had criginaily e fused lo
continge negatintions while the sinke wus

in progress, Howeser, under threat of wilted
action by the labour movement, it agreed fo

lifl this condition. Thomas was now terriibed

of the prospect of o continuing dispuete, oml 5o
setilement was rapadly meaclad along the lines of
on offer the Government had aciuully swgeesivd

fenca Unit after 3 Government appeal, during the 1927 Miners strike

biefore the strike hegan: wages were to be frozen
for 2 year ‘while negofiations for a long-term
wxitlement proceeded,

‘WE DID NOT WANT TO DEFEAT THE

GOVERNMENT'

The national rau strike ended on 5 Oorober,
That night Thonas addressed 4 mas mesling
of railimen in AVbert Hall and swnmed up hia
view of the settlement : “We did mot wanl Lo
defeat the Governmenl, What W have got is
a scitement which patif your sclions, B
wrttirmesd tha! B bosoarshle, and one thar
vindicates your execuime.”

In the pegotiaticns that ensued for & permanent
seiilement, the Governmeni made certnin cofi-
cessions, bt inssted apon wage redoctions for
ithe highest paid and the ‘sidmg scale’ (the
iving of wages 1o the cost of iving, producing
qulomatic wage culs when pnces fell), There
was great resistance from the ank-and-fike

tor this affer. The first delegate conference held
to dissuss ihe offer rejected it. Buy Thomas

that ke could not facnish froops smd the general
feeting was in faviner of mviving the project of a

Civie Guard, However, Fiking, in vivw of The fallway
setilemeny, phat the power af e Thiple A Miemod oy
heen grearly weskemed end Bt we are ol v immedt
areclamper - of @npeling on ¢ hig seaie, " (emphasis
aldad}

Thus windicated”, Thomas felt frnee to go on the
of fensive againsl the advocates of ‘direct indua-
tiral action’ in the trade union movemend, The
TUC™s demamad that the Government nationalise
the mrinea had been pending theoughout the el
crisi. Loyd Ceorge had astutely refrained from
giving a definite reply on this matter until after
the rail settlement. He then simply repeaied fhe
refusal of the Government to take such a step.

GEMNERAL STRIEE OR "‘POLITICAL
ACTION"?

In accordance with the resoletion of the
September TUC o special Congress was
summoned to discoss what *forms of aotion’
1o tuke B0 back up thelr demend. This confer-
ence lovnched o mass propaganda campaign

fought hand for sceeplance and, armed with some  oft the theme *Mines for the Notion®. The

further mimor concessions from the Government
convinced a second delegate conference held on
|4 January {oseitle on this basis by-a majodty
of 28 to 235.

Coanpared with the stniggles of prévious years,
the railway settlement was a serious defeat Tor
{he unions. Moreover, the Triple Alliance had
been loially eclipsed, Thomas made sume that
(he dispute was confined o the NUR through-
oul, and when other sections of the movemenl
did intervene it was not throogh the Triple
Alliance and was limited to the reopening of
negotigtions,

Thess evenls were vory reassuring i the mom
astute quarters of the Governmant. The day
after the seiilement Thomas Jones, Depuly
Secretary to the Lioyd Jones Cabinet wraote:

“There has been & big meeting this aftermoon of

the Supply and Transport Comaritiee |specisl
strikebreaking committee set up by the Govermment
in 190Y] _ ..l discwss the guestion of protection
darny o hig sivike, Cherchill made it parfecily ploin

execubive of the Miners' Federation of Great
Brituin (MFGE] supported this step, sesing It
&5 necessary preparation for futwre industnial
action,

Hovwewer, the "MInes for tle Mation® campaign -
unconnested s it was {oany clear proposals for
action and coming at a time whern the tude
union movement was backing away from united
industrial action—was a flop Hecogniging this
fact the miners urged the calling of & fucther
special Congress oo prepare o genetul strike.

This Congress finnlly ook place in mid-March

1L was precedod by an intense debale throughoul
the trade wniom movement ob the beat course

ol wction 1o be adopted. Thomas—now Lhe
Cheirman of the TUE Paramentary Commities
{foreranier of taday®s Genernh Cooncil | —emee-
prd once 3gain a5 o staunch oppobent of indus-
trial action. Addressing 0 minss meeting of trade
upicaistys held ot Central Hall, Westminster fo
discuzs this guestion he said:

“wWhat right, then, | sk, have we o call upos med sid
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wimmes 1o stiempi in force the hands of the Govern-
meni by action which could nod fzil o leflct upos e
nation an indasirial epheayal which woull inevitably
involve hloodsied. shilsi not necessanly schseving our
olsject, when a more simiple, less cosily, asd cortanly
vt g0 dangeroms remedy B within oor reach? The
preal rank-and-file by whose confidence we liold our
posicion e expecting and, indeed, are entited (0, o
lead. They mist be shows thet e one sane coad is

b mee imdependently and latelligenily the power
afforded by the Comelituion - the most democratic in
thir workd —which cn gain Tor thim all they deare | . .
8 grmersl stribe must lad o serious conssquences sucly
as none cim foreiell, which would shake the comntne

i its Foumibations . _ .

Bedudtive argiiments siuch a8 thes carred 1the
day. and the special TLHCvoated 3 to 1 agnins
a penerul sirike and for “political acton”—more
leallets, in preparation for s General Election.,
In practice this meant abandoning any kope
of winmkig nationalisstion for the miness: By
thiz action the vmon bureaucracy dealt the
policy of united industrisl aotion & biow Troom
which it wouold never recover, and set the
entire Brilish labour movement on g ourse
for defeat amd-disaster,

A ‘PAPER ALLIANCE’

Convineed that nstionslisation was now a
hopeless couse, the miners now tumed their
gbtention fo sconomic Bsues. The post-war
oo and the disruption of German coal
production by militery defeai had pushed
wiorkd coal prices npto record levels: The
Ciawerminent, shill exercising war-time controls
oveT mining, just as it was over the nillways,
was making considerabhbs profits oot of coal
eyporits. Accordmgly, the minem pul in o
diemainl Tor 8 wapge se dnd 3 redfuction in

the price of household coal. The Government
refected these demands. The resulis of a strika
tallnl, announced op 31 Augusl, showed more
than 70% of the miners for stnke action.

The mners mmediabeby colled on the Trpic
Aliance for support, As negotintions dragged
ont throughout Seprember, botl tlse bndividwad
unigies in the Triple Alliance and the Alliancs
n5 @ whole held speciad Delegate Confercnces.
Euch of thess meetings alfirmed the ustice of
the miners’ case, hul revealed a marked b= {8
tance to take definite sction,

The Triple Alliance Conference lmited ‘tsell to
sending a delegntion to the Prime Minster. This |
cbitained nothing except an offer from the
Government for the maller lo go to arbitration.
Such a proposal, snacceptable o the miners,
had previously been accepted by both the rail-
men and the dockers in their disputes. Oneer

the next few days Lloyd George skilfully
played on this fact to open up senous divisions
betwean the miners and thetr Triple Alliunce

— Bloody Friday

allies,

At a further session of the Conference Thomas
miade it clear that the NUR would not sinks

in support of the mingrs [this position bad been
adopted by the NUR Conference—at his urpging—
iy & etajerity of ong), and the Transport Work-
erg showed no readiness 1o fzke action. The
auitright collapse of the Trple Alllunce was cmly
prevented by a decision of the MFGB Confer-
cice (meting simultaneoasiy]) bo postpone the
sinke for o week, Ernest Bevin aptly summed
up the dfvation revealed by the Triple Allmnce
Conferénce:

‘.o my cloarge s thal the slx mes who am ab the
head of affairs have noi constrocisd am organisaisen
that i upﬂ:lt of working when the test comes ., .

1 avir-said over and over: “When fe test comed,

if youn do mast make it o res] ongnisaion it will be

" fonind bobe's papes sifianes.” By Ged, B has revealed

itsell to be a paper alliance (his wook.'
STALEMATE

Mepgotiations with the owners produced an

ol fer ool @ weage rise oF produclivity weng
incregsed. The etrike was pgain posiponed in
arder for o ballot to be held on e owness'
offer—the ballot revealed nlmoat 7E% of miness
agninst the olier, und-sna nalional meners sinke
was gef for 16 October, The miners w'ent into
struggle alone, and for the first fve doys They
faced che Government alobe,

The Government wis well prepared for the.
simk=, and had budll up mesive coslsiocks
But the tradition of trade vnion tinity hed not
vt hesn giiflled by hurspacralic manmdavoes,

A Special Delegute Conference of the NLTR,
meteting on 2| Celober, voled, despiie Thomas®
opposition, te strike if negotinbons were not
messimed by the 23rd

Llowd Crrorge reaponded L 8 characreristic way:
on the one-hand s immediaiely reopened
negotiations; on the other, he nehed through
Parliament the Emergency Powers Act [which

is today being used againet the miners by the
Heath rovernment ) m preparation fora sow-
dow,

Again the Government offered a tempomry
settlement—an immediate rise of X2 5 ahift
guarantesd untll 31 [ecember anad then tied
to increaged production. This arrangement
wad to st until 35 March 1921, by which time
0 permanent settlement was 1o he reachad. A
ballat vote of the membership revealed a small
majority agringt the offer bul, in Une with the
cules of the MPGB (which required a 273
majorily Lo continue a stiike) the stike was
ended.

END OF THE BOOM

The negotiations for a permanent seltlemeant
that followed were cloaded by the dramatic

end of the poat-war boom. The resumption of
German coal prodiction and the payment of
Ceermany's wir reparaiions b coal produced a
sharp drop in coal export pnoes. 1t was clear
that no sabisfactony wage secilament would be
possibile witder twese circiimstances.

War-timg Governiment controls awer the raii-
waye and mines were due o end ont 31 August
1921, This date had two unfortunate implica-
tions; the Government would be party Lo the
wiigs dispute which was bound o break out in
the coalfields an 31 March, and would he freed
wilh o stmullaneous confrontation with the
rminzes and ralmen (Both of whom fevouned
malional settlemonts) when de-control was
imprsed in August. Ao resull they fook a
sudden decision - glving only five weeks nofics
to the MEGB—to end control of the mines an
il March

The rniners knew wiiat this would mean—a loss
of all their poat-war galns. and a sebum to the
pre-war silusbion of big lecal varsations in wages
znd conditloms: From the beginning of March
orrasirds the coalowners aiross e Nty
posted notices annoauncing the termnation of
all contreetsal the end of the month. Sub-
gequenthy each Dhismricl Association of coil-
peamirs Announced its individual rerms for

the resumplion . of employimsein ] n Same

cascE, wape uty of ag much as 50% were

tex B L g

The miners hid no chones bt fo sinke, "Al
pecupationa’ were instrecied o allow their
conlracis toexpere: this neant that the gafety
men were tobe withdrawn and the phiysicil
comadition ol the pits pal inta jeapardy, The
Covernmenl replied swiltly by iavokmg

the Emerpcincy Powers Act and maovieg
troops ko the cinillals,

It was recognised thronghout the trade
union morsment thut this was the opening
il of @ detereined fght by the Gowern-
ment and the capitalist class fo forve wage
raduiliong on every section of the working
class, The involvement of the Tripbs Aliance
wad thus wnavoddable,

Om B Aprl the Alliance informed the Govern-
ment thar it would sfrike on the [2th onless
negolinlions were reoganad. The Government
apreed tooconvens a meeting between the
miners and the cwners if the MPGE would
allow the safety men to retum to work.
Under extrerne  preasure from (b olher
members of the Triple Allinnce, the MFGR
agreed for this condition,

The mecting took place on the 11th, The.

MFGHR announced thal they wers prepared
to accept 8 wage cut of 25, a shift. bul insisted
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ihal there must be o national seltlement,
and urged thar s nationa! pool of profits be
estublished for the minkog mdustry to make
this possible. The Government waould hear
nothing of this.

DEATH OF THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE

“The Triple Alliance met agan o the [ 3th and

agreead 1o dall a stike for the 150h, Trade union
suppart hegen Lo motnl—ASLEF cotersd the
Triple Alitance and the sledirical workers
pledpad thewr suppet o stopplog the Londan
undergiound. Bot chings were nol S0 procss-
ing behind the seenes, TH. Thomas was in
persondl contacl wilh the Government, inform-
g them af every reove on the trade wnion
sitde, and wae doing his ntmost tosabotage the
stmuigple. The problem was thet the Gevero-
ment was standing Jirm 2nd no epportininy
for & asll-ont seemed (o axisl,

Then, on the pight of the 141, an opeaing
appeared in the stosn clowds for both the
Crowvcininent and the dghi-wing bureancral:.
MFGE President Frank Hodges, during a

e bony witly some WPs at the Thoose o
Commons, suggesist that the miners might
sccepllentporacy district settlements as a
bazis For retnmming Lo work while negatiations
for » permanent setrlement went ahoad,

Llovd George—an asfute copitalist politician
whin wits never slow To MeCogniss an oppar-
funity for nanoctrre —immediately wrote to
Hodpes tn propose a meeling 1o discuss Lhis
sugpeation. The miner' leader: were o3
sy ad annyonse of a showdown with

the drovernment, bt they had experiznted
this frick of “lemporry’ sefHenents once
too often: by a majority of one they veded
to reject the Govemnmment's invicgnon and go
ahead with the strike.

This diciston was made without consutting
the Triple Alligncs: and-the MPGE axecutive
refused o discuss the matter further with
the other Allinnce members. The niners
simply inloamed thedr allics that they
cupected them to strike as promised,

This rnither tactless attitude strenpthened

the hand of Thooes and the right-wing in
the Triple Alliance, A rsalution moved by
Bevin and the Transport Workers, coliing on
the minems to etum tothe Alliance mesting
for further disensgiong aod for the isssing
af a public statement thal The stnke was
grming ahead, was defeated 18 to 12, An KUR

‘gsolution calling of f the sirike was then

carried with only theee opposing votes. The
Tranaport Workers” deleputes {including lefi-
wingar Hoh Wikliams, who was to be expelled
by the Communiat Party for this action),
afrzigd of the consequences of a partial strike,
all woted for this resoluwbon,

With this treacheroos blow the Triple Alliance
wag finally destroyed: Friduy 135 April entered
the anmals of e working class history ns
'Bluck Fridoy", The minens strugglad on
hercically. A late as 17 June a ballot showed
TR of miness opposed to seftlement on the

Government’s terma, The MEGE appealaa in

vain to the many other unions then facing
wige vuls for joint action, Finally, on 1 July
they conceded defent,

The way was now open for the miling class (o
heop the costs of the copilalist crisis on the
werrking class: drastic wage tuts and soaring
unemployment was to be the future of British
workers, But, despite this massive defeal and
the demoralisation it dhowed, the fighting spirit
of the working closs was still very moch anve,
The final battle in chis campaign was yei to be
fought— the General Strike of 1924,

BRIAN SLOCOCK

MEXT WEEK:

The Lassans-of tha Tripls Ablilanos
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‘We have to start working at politics instead of just talking’

Seamus Loughran, Provisional, just released from Long Kesh

Seamuos Longhran was onc of the men

relensed from Long Kesh just before
Christmas, after nearly two-and-a-half vears
belvbnd the wire. Arrested during the first
swoop of 9 Auvgusi 1971, he was released by
Whitelaw on & June 1972 only to be re-arvested
and detained on 18 August 1972 after being
inivodved in the troce negotiations at Lenadoon,
He spoke (o Hed Weekly reporier Bob Purdic
about bis experiences and the way in which his
ideas have developed during Uhis period.

I s pheked wp abaut fiee-pasi-loer on ibe marideg
of 9 Augast, the sergeani who arresbed me was very
el Tt alver & metghhour sgapted 1o gve hm Blood y
hell hix attitude changed.” Seamus was marched down
the road, tied up securely, and with sn SLE resfing on
his shoalder, ity mazzle just bodow his ear. He tald

the serpeani that the rosd they were on only ked (o3
river;: "the actanl words he sabd 0o me were “'ihet's
poad enspugh for you you rish bastsrd, ™ | stanicd 1o
svenal, I iBoaphi: “this & il they 'ne going to take me
down here, put one in my head, and that's it We
haed pomet abaonl 35 vards when soma Lisi tomm | came
over nd chewsd the bolbncks of T the sesgpeant.’

Searmus was-tzken in 2 Saracens to Girdwood Barmacks.
O the way they met oppestion from the peaple of
e arca; ins wore rallling and slomts wore Tying’
The corpoml in charge npened the back door, and
Pl hn, on huis Kieegs 1@ (b cribranee | “hast al that
momienl a Ball brick hit the Sarscon doer, | houghi:
o my pod, my own pemple are goang bo get me !
Al Girdwoud e was given the “helicopier” realmenl,
iz laken up blindfolded in 2 helicopter, and thrown
out shout thes foat off the ground, After inderrogs
lbon I wak mken 10 Cremlin Rosd Jail, aecompanicd
by Military Polxe who constantly balbeaed bim on
il fnints with their botons. He was foroed toomun in
singicinged feel over a path mesde up of Broken glass,
slorey, dmli, lin cans, ¢ic., bath el wen: badly cul
arsd |ater a feflow prisorer ook o peece of glass obowt
5 Imely spuare oul of his beft fool. Later e was
tramsferzed 1o Long Kesh,

LONG KESH

“The firsl thing thal sirikes anybod ¥ oboul Long
Kegh b the shesr dallnes of the place, | woiald bove
to koo just how mony miles of wine Lhore amein
Long Kesh, it mast ron inta millions, Conditinns

are gny thing bl good, §was (st of 3l pul mie Cape
I'wo—there were about 124 men i =ach Large

Migsen hut (now thent and aban b #0in o bl Theee
ws only 4 chemical todled, and e eodls of the hat
were ol wood, which shrank Bogause of (hy

weather and ulowed wind and roin 10 come through
Later when we wére Cransletned Lo Capé e the
erde wrere made of hmek , hud the bricks soaked

Lhewuph whienerer 1 paingsd,

Ui the 5 Oegober 1971 we had arnot in Cepe Taa
This pht us o very hard leson; we were noomateh

iEiinet 48 Gas, Hubber Bulleds, ond hmtality. Abowi
A0 scddiers came il the Cape and ey really gave
wi @ bad tme al el 14 was only by the ludck of e
devil thal morone was Killed, Cape Two wies wndd kad,
and m month later we were tansferred 1o Cage Five.

‘Lomg Kesh poa dispusting, depiading, desgraining
place tobe in. The whale thing aboal intermnent is
thad vl dom*t know whicn you are getiing out, When
you o into gl furwoe yesr, five years, (i fecn vears,
At least each duy you cam say - “woll that's one-day 171
mever have to do again.’

"wjur did Pym tot me owl! Why does het hald on 1o
maen like Liom Honnaway, who's in his (s and

lida been in & long ome?! Why does ke hold on Lo the
“hooded men,” like my celliate Liam Shanmon’
They can’t even swd imteenmeent Fairky, Y ou have (o
mk, can ey do amything fairly? Why can't they s
open the gates, kot the men ool burn the place L5

the growmsd and ivever lel sach on ahomination b sen
o the face of (b earth mgint”

SINN FEIN

Politically Sesmus Loughrun isa feirly fvpleal Provi-
sinnul Repuhlican, He minsd the Republican Move-
mend ab e ape of eighteen, and was ioepved 10 the
{in his wordsh ratlser furide® 195662 Border Caimpign,
diring which he was imprisosed. He bl ssttled down
o married fife in Balfast the has five children), whod
i pusgromE in 1969 made Bim realise that, despite
superfivial chanpss, Morthers Ireland had not peally
vhanged, He is coovinced that militany octson by the
Republican Moveiment was the anly amswer (o the
sitnglion, and that any chanpes which hawe heen
madi in U lest fve years have boon won by fie
Remuhlican Movemanl.

Fuor ilee first tsme in Long Kesh, e iad o chance 1a
read. He god Red Weekly and oiber poriodicais
regularly, and was able boosenil cut Tor hoaks which
mieresied him, He also siasted e owiite for Repuiilioon
News, ‘Politically i chanpes you, Belfors that
Repuhlivan polites basically meant 2 united Indand,

a dumosmtic sociviy . Soclaliem was samething you
fesod abput, et didn't want o talk shoul, bocaase
probably vour modber woald have Fmmd caf and

sl Yl RETE @ Cummes

“The poiiiical and ook prograomme of the
Hepablican Movement By (Va2 Lavs oul verlaln sbops,
the na bosalisabion &F The gaper igdisdrees, Tar inslancy,
which 1o tbe Repubilicon Movémen§ a2 mov clatsamarny
slepe. Bl thusss ane political things which-we-rever
{lked abomt much o the Mevensont beleay, | joined
tho ®inn Féin cutiainn tasdde, and we hod o véry hi!.'l'.
level of political deoussien. |l aoeer bid Lies 0
bolker mach abeid Sinn Fein befors, ot Pmoan

drdent Siom Feiner wow, 1L did ehis for a lar af ather
ladds b, Bils whio were sl politically naive: “thors's
the min an:d there's the bomb; getonr England,™ [t #
aevar dawRed on them o ask: “But what happene it
Engand dees pel oul?™

POLITICS

“I'm an Imsh eidmen, this & my country and these are
my peogle, Eeery thing then develapa aroand people,
mat el my poopbs, the Inksh peaple, Whi Lo b
bunve to b [umine in Ethiopa while ather couniries
are dumping wheat in the acean? Why docs thene
T 0 B Wear I Wietomm? Wy can' Tl el
e kel glone b pol on with their own counlry?
There™s twa types in the workd, thers are thoee who
wnl fo get on abont making @ living, and theoe ane
thase who wanl lo muke money oul ol thos peapls.
Something ting 1o be done ahoat it, and 5 wecan’t
et A By e bulder and the boitib, w0 podeig Do Have
Lo ped it paliticadly .

Do peod lEcal wing e faiksd racher miscrabby over the
lzst v ar thoee vears, Probably becouss everything
centeed on the militane wing But we lave roeger our
priarilivs cighl. We have Lis <hurd wscrkine ol politics,
insread of fust tniking nbhout politics. We huve to get

il elear what i b e wanl Do aSlbeye and Chon cxpladn
it ta the pecple in detail,

*Anal thene s a lol of commen groumd betwean
pwrecliss and other movenen s, parficu larke e
srciakist movemaents of tho wardd. Theme's an-aadal
1ol (el oo teacl s, and profiably o lat we ean eech
them, 105 wory rarely the Irish can™ teach surmebody
sorne dams thing”

The True and Barbaric History of the Benighted
States of America, by Jim Hoghes (Cruactet £1 255

This ook isthe funmiest anti-impecialisg iRoryGoek
wisig-ara avar likaly 10 come across. 11's a devasting
coartoon-histary of the seal history of Amarca and 1+
opgressye and expleitalive past, and the driidngs ar
delightiully expressive. Everyone will learm somuathing
fram it, with s simple, factual argd péctorral punctur-
ing @i tha myths about “America, the free!, ‘defender
af the fres workd

A& fewi quates “Andrew Carmegie wes g milionaire and
& paclist, He bafimved the amy showld be used
gxclusivaly agairal sorikers.’ "I 1919 President Wilsan
s gwanrdedd the Mobel Passs Pricse . . . whils US
oo seare st in Fuss trying o crush the Bolshevik
revalution and restoes the Czar,’ 'The Gresdos inyantad
damocray 400 years BC but in 1948 Truman decided
thay waran't T far io. . . by 1967 the Greeks had
backslid =g for that thery wiend na longar 16t gean Tar
manarchy, 52 Papadopeulos became the first C1A
agent ta hesd & Eurapean sats,”

& bovmly witey debunker of the bourgeais history

pooka, The kind of higtary v s our Shildeen rssd.

Big Red Diney {Fluto Press, 75p)

O of James Carnon's axiorn’s in e B0 wieg

fhe reaed 13 instll imtoe & nevw gEneration of young
wiorkens and militeie s sagrsnaig o tha fraifians
of which thay were a part. He was of course talking of
the lars, Bloodsiaiaed and harol teadition of thia
world warking-class struggle agsinst the opprussion
ard exphalmtian ol capitallsm He correctly soa a
dervsloping consciousrest of this tragfition & 8 major
weapan in palitically arming newdy-radicalised work-
Ers maving towards revolutionary sacialism,

Today, when the patential Tar velnring sigrificamt
smetiors of workesrs fram Stalinsm and social
demacrany is greater than it has been for many vears,
this axiom & doubly rud, The pablication of this
axcallent lictle diary, wihish Inchidas & compllatian of
muost of the Fnporiont dates of revolutionary history, -
is therefarz a timely blo in the process of reeducat:
g The wark ivgclae &nd (18 vangaard in thia hall-
forgotten tradition af struggle. Baautfully desgned
and illustrated, with nwa-tars sapia and red photos,
cartodrd ard silfoustbeE, FUcountars the ruling clas™s
wiewr af history with dates, quotations and brief detaiks
of 1hose weenis which go tagarhar 16 maka ugp this
tradition, We should carry it in struggle in the Mew
Year, inwhich perhaps we will carve niew dates on its
pages. .

Not By Politics Alohe: The Other Lenin, ed.
Tamard Deutscher (Gearge Allen & Linwin,
£1.95 paperback)

Diaears of books are nowe posiring from tha baurgeos
publishing hoases in an attergt o 'explain’ Leninksm
by gcaminiing the ‘anigmatid’, “world-shattering
persanality af Lenin himsalt. Most of thes wdioos
studies naturally lgnore or distort what s the esamcs
of Lenin's whiole baird, his fitarafy world-shattering
develiprent of revolutionary Markist theary ant 115
practical ssalication by the Riseizn prolamriat in the
Gctober revalition.

Thie latést offering, o wallintentionsd, tands
tw Fell imta che same category; thaugh it doss ke The
merit af carslsting of anecdates by reualutioraries
viho kremvd birn, e8 wedl as quotations by Lanin hirrr
salf, The project is 8 misguided attompt to shods how
Fuman’, lkeable and mor he was, seemingly & an
apiclogy 10 thi Hiseal intelligentsia who find his
politics o bit hard and uncomgromising to swallow . .
after all, he wek mich a nice, chvilised chapl And so
wai ore treated mainly 0 8 series of discopnecieg
Fragrents talling us how Lenin paid far his library
hapks or piayed chess or what he theught of
Wpyakausky's postry (Evough there are one ar e
poad pasmgs, mosthy fram Leslis Caectad P,
& silby, expenaive collactian which shoukd b avoided.
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Blanco blast
throws Franco
off course

The spectacular assassination of Spanish premice
Cnrrer Blonce a Fm'iniu‘hl i by militunis ol
ETA {V], the nationalist wing of the Basque
liberation movement, struck @ heavy blow at

the corefully constrocted apparaios of the
Framco regime.

The sppeintment of Carrere Blanco as hend of
poverament in Jone last year marked iz cmer-
pence a e key figure in the labodows opera-
tion to ensure the succession nfter Franca, His
abrupt removal from die scene has now put this
scheme—which includes the restoration of the
maonarchy under the puppet Juan Carles—anse
mriare in jeopardy. But the problem is now muoch
mone pressing 88 Franco's health becomes
noticeahly worse. Hence the sharpening of
teqisions withio the mling cless, with zome
sections backing the foscisi Falangs, others
discussing the poszibility of san open miitary
tnke-over, und a third group, which leoks
rowards Enropean capital. pushing for the
return of the “likersl” Qpus Dei proup to the
gorermemestl,

For the moment, none of theso alternatives
have been adopted. The urgent need to restore
some semblance of nommality 1o tie sibsdtion
resulted last weekend in the sappointment of

s comparziive oubader, Carlos Arns Mavareo,
who was Minister of the Toterior in the Camero
Blanco governmenl A former chiel of the
gecret police between 1957 and 1963, he can

e reled wpon (o comtinoe amd even svep up

the palicy of repression pursued by his predec-
AL,

"The meaning ol this policy has been highlighied

by the trial of the Carabanchel 10, ten leaders of
the Workem Commisions mevement which
sprang up in the 1960s in oppostion (o the
officinl *yellow" unions. This cese hnz been the
focusz of the struggle againaf the repreasion in
ihe lasd few months, with several thousand
workers and students masing in o protest
demaons tration owtslde the couel on the open-
"rng duy of the trial, before being dispersed by
the police. Last weekend these milifants were
sendenced bo judil terms ol berween 12 ad 20
years cach oo charpes of “unlawinl azsembly”,
e pursuit-of frade uodon actisd iy,

The question now i3 whether or not the
working clngs movemend and its vangonrd
can capitnlise on the cridis which has apened
up in the muling class to push Forward sts
own counler-offensve agalnst the repression
and towarcs the orpanisation of the revolution-
ary general wirike which alone can overtlirow
the dictatorhip, In this developing situntion
the need for militands in the rest ol Europe
fo be feady to come to the pid of their
Spanish comrades in siraggle becomes all the

mong iCgent, JOHN B RSTOM

NEXT BEE R Baporr o e recend i5Sion Berwern
the LOR JLige Compnits Bepaslacsmario— Renlefior-
arp Conrnaedisl Legmed) andd EVA (Vi tie Marstsf
wiveg ol fee Savguee Bherabion rovemeil, ol e
perenectives o thimed iy the new ongdeisation, wiich
LNPEELS TRE o U S refe ool
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WOMEM [N THE MINE RS STRLUIGE LE: Saciatist
Wainan Earum, Wedresday B Jaroary at 8 mimom
Fam 38, Usivarsity of Landen Ualan, Malet 5t,
WE T {Wiarren 5t, Goodge St ar Euston Square
fubml, Spaekers: wamen inwalved in the 18972 oirigs
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Lamgan &1L In canjunction with Troeps Out Move-
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hone Sue ad 04863 2294,
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What is ihe slroation in leragl now, neatdy two
monthe after the fourth Arab-lsraeli war?

I'll amswer that in two paris. Fiotly, ibe whole
populaticn is in o profound state of shock. The
feeling of secunty” which exisied belore hm
disappeired completely. This is expressing ii-
gelf politically in & certwin podarisafion., In the
election campaign, this hes boen shown by the
prowih of the right on one hand, and the
growing aumber of ‘doves’ in the Laboor Party
an e otler.

I don"t think thatl the Labour Parly will be
forroed Fromm office, but it will lose & large
number of votes. The position of the Medir
Dayvan “hawks' ingside (be Labour Farly o
incroasingly weak. The plan fior the election
campaign pul forwand belfore Che war by Gl
{Mintsier without Porifolio) has been abandon-
=d. A new fext, very unclear in (is perpeclives,
las been sdopied. The Labour Party is
mimbling on presenting izl s (he parly of
pedce agminst the nght wing. One thing,
however, is very clear: the prosenl majonty las
nio plan, it deals with developments as they
Anss

The second important point concems the effects
of the war on the economy. Even today,
hecause of The mobilisation, the wheels ars
tumning very slowly. The economy is on the
brink of a major crisis; in spite of the American
wid which has jusl been voled by the S2nate,

e new debate in Israel

{ Interview with Michasl Warchawvsky , a leading rn&rlnhﬂr' of Matzpen-Marxist
{israeli sympathising group of the Fourth International ),
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Crayan with Kissinger during the fatter's tour
to drum up support for the Ganeva  tailks

This means that there will bea fronéal artack
on the slandurd of living of the working
class. It seema likely that, In conimst 1o what
happened alter 1967, there will be oo kind
of 'secial trues’, but rather a confrontation
af ol sorl, 1t is difficult fo estimaté on
witnt scale this will happen, Bul one thing

& cectain: the phenomenon of “national
unity” has vanished withouwt trace, On the
coitiary, there is o fecling of unceriainly
nbout the future: & kind ol ‘uncomscions
padiies” redgns. There is even talk of a cat

in Jiving standards of 5051

International Marxist Group
(British Section of the Fourth Internahional)
| would ke more information about |

the IMG and its activities
AP s it

‘ 182 Pentonville road London NI
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What abont the negotiations?

lzrael is guite prepared o drag the whole thing
oul. The Govermmen| has no plag, il i€ goang
by Ceneva 1o woe wnd hesr wihiat gocs on—a very
passive approgch. There is no doaubd thai the
.5, will pul pressure on lscsel Lo bring shoug

a poaitive conclusion to the Genew tolks. Bul

| don'l think this {5 likaly to happen very |

guickly, It certainly won’t be a gquestion of
two months of pegotiations and then o peaco
seitlement with the return of the nocugrisd
L Learies,

What exacily is happening ioday among the
Polestiniang in the occupled terrltories?

There hag been guite an important upsurg:

in the activities of se Resistance. In-particular,
we ahould note that the Pulestinlans recenlly de-
ported formed the ebements of an alternative lead-
ership to that of the old, decgying team. This
was obvicusly g preventive measure on the

part ef the leraell Government, threatened

with the emergence of o left-wing leasidership
which could gweep the old leadesship aside.

But we should notf overestimale the possibiity
af a development of the Resstanee o the beart
of the cooupied termtories, given the intensity
af the Brasli repression,

What are the perspectives for Matzpen-Marxist? |

|
There is a fremendous amount to do. There isa |
new mond of gieslioning ahoul the dependent
relation of larael vo the United Stafes, about the
permanent war situafion, security, the podicy of
force pursued by [sraet and so on. We are meets
ing today with a response and an audience which
wa haven't ssen for many, many years. To judge
from the development of our growps of
sympathisen, osir inflaence has newver béen g0
great. Our comrades who are still in the ormy
inform us that thare, too, there &8 a consider-
phle depree of infenge political questioning

Wi are responding Lo this en o madamentally
anti=Fionist bass, by unravelling the real

naturs of this society, by exposing its reprassive
robe, and by continuing Iroom e insile the
straggle to undermine the State ol lsra=l, which
wiz share in common with all revoluticnaries in
Ihe Arab East.

Fight the repression
in Israell

Thia Fiandt authoritias in tha ooouphad ierrtories
of Garn and the Wet Bnitk Facantly daported a
number of Palestinizn militants who had emerged
in oppasition ta tha line of the old lsaders. The
lattar ars Taithlully puriuing thae policy of this Arab
ragimag and the Palestinian Liberation Organdsazian
for miks with tha Zionist Stato lsading up ina |
| pasch and The possbie crestion of 8 elion Palstin _ | |
lan state.

The degartation of fhis altarnstive Palestann
lesdershigp from the wery heart of the cocupied
| pervliories has provoked 8 mavemant of solidarity
in siweral schogls snd collages in |esel, notably in
Ramallah, Jerusalem and Jomin

On 1B Decemnmber, a petition was takeen 1o the Aad
Cro i Jaruialaim in protest ot this Sepomatian, &
joimt |saflet denouncing the repressian was
produced fod this damonstration by Maropan-
Marxist, the Revelutionary Communist Alliance,
aredl Marmpan-Ted Aviv, A s rasult, aighl comrades
giveng out this leaflet wers arrested, including Tawer
members of Marzpen-Maruis,

e—y
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'1']'01'1-: in progress on Thiea's

h:-u'ap trench autside Saigon

Thieu regime crumbling -
as NLF push forward

Eleven months ngo, the cease-fire agreements
on Vietnam were signed in Parls, Milliona of
militants all over the world who had mobilised

| agalnst the war pul down their banners and

wenl home, Vietnam was wiped off the front
pages of the newspapers. Butthe war isnot over,
U the contrary the Indochinese pevalution is
progressing and continuing.

e of the most bnportant developments hag
been the chapge in the tactics of the KLE, For
a peciod after the ceasefire they undertook no
military actions al afl, hardly redssling even the
take-over of liberated willages by the troops of
the South Vietnameass reime, Bul a5 the

scqile of Thieu's lanl-grabbang, arass Boambing,
porture and shiughter bas increased, the HLY
his stiffened it defences and refurned to the
of fznsive.

In the Centrul Highlands, Quang Megad prosince and
arouesd Hug, Hae Mekong [elia, sl araund Saigon
iladf, il"-':l:-\.ll"‘-l'"‘\-_'!}' Seilh Yiedomimese (poomd In s
libwrated areds lhave o homiblasingly smaghed, over
and owver agzin. But the NLF have goore a slep beyend
pasaive defence with: thiz beliherate capiure of the
hases froen wliich fhese allacks wire adched, ag

well 25 the mudacioes rids on Been Hea virkase and
the deslnaciton of nealy 205 of Sauth ¥ietnam's

ael {mainfy aviation fuel) - hoth oo the ouiskirls of
Sabgoi.,

O vowurse, hese ace not the “Mocth YVietnaeness ¢ e
e’ thnd Thien and the 175 A hive been screaming
abearl-and which ase seally 3 cover Ter thele offernslves
Rather, they are the MLE's reply to the Thieo-L'%
misrder com paign, demanstrating just how Impocent
e puppat atiny i5,

|| PARIS ACCORDS

The Pravenenal Revedue tivnary Governmeol is nof
wrtisfied wich the putcante af the Paris accords Mat
ane ol the vilal podnld ad been carried ont. They
krsw that Theew can™t carry them cul and still

redain power -amd {bey don' | expect bim foe At the
pcisent it is sufficient o increass the demaoralisation
of bis regime.

An allout military affensive by the KLFis not on
tiae cards al the mameal. There sOl exiss the

danget of direst WS re<inrervention. {In September,
Mixen threatened Lo omb (he Narlh apals besanse
SAM-D missike sites had hEE!'I. built i the Samd He
s saogd Troon carryisg -oal his thrent by the Krembin
burepacrats, who pot presiun: on e BRY ke o
ikem mawth of the | 9th paralkell, A always, there
fare, the Vieloowés: adeiihp are camfiliy warzhing
the internerional situation - and as Qdways chey ars
voan bindng their miditary aciiviy with politieal and
iEplotnatic actiwity.

e 754 ie srill the main prop of Thieu®s poae.
Aneekaun ol i# being dveresd Foom demestiz ose ro
fcl his airfarce: his bembuers ane being replesead with
o modeen anes fram the T754; 20,00 Amerizan
‘ndvisers kesp the plancs, tanks mid police faree
functionimg: US spy-plnes Oy over heraied arces,
Fvern the Green lkerets from Thailond zre still active,
Eecing heli-diopped mio Hsemted terriiory - estenably
o searvch for US duad, but Bnoasality 1o gatker Inform-
nricin.

Ir e wery important rhat this “2id” scops, This was o
af the feasank Tar the recent discossions betaeen

Lo Phae Tho ard Kigtlomer. 10 theae palks ohe
consrant exprsures ol LS acdiily in the Asian poesss
(ba dhiach Chima refises 1o concribioes) aesd the
imilitary sirenpih of the W LEF were b Barmining
caitnlers in Le Duc The's bamds,

O wlinnar cgual importance tecdhe PRG, and thecelons
du the Prris discusdlong 18 the fate of the thousands

of political prisapers in Thivw's prisonz. 1T (her
redeaac =an be forced it will represent o mnssive
merease in e papilar opposibodil

POLITICAL LEVEL

O the polinzz] kvel, the work of NLF cadre simemngst
(e prsanis and the raped reonsmaction o e
liberated areas is widening the base af the PR
support, B alloris aoe alio bebng mads 1o win over
the: thinrauzghly demarabised South Vielnames: ammy
(ARYHN) Troops of the ARNVH are taken prisonsr by
the WLF rather than heing kilkal, aoil deésartion i
encoursged, I soane aress, the NLF are on sach good
terms with the regirne lroaps Eal they armaipe mock
batikes—an that the ARYN troops can send glawing
Teparts buck 1o Saimon without fibecfering with the
winkk of the NLF unids

Refore thiey ean launch a final offensive Lo complotely
degleay fhe puppet regime, e PRG have to be sare
af supporl in the cities. [t is unclear whelber or ool
they hinwe lenrnt the t2ssons of past defets and are
now el sepanieing by the citizs, ol cerfainly
Thiew is facing incTeasing oppositian hoth in

Sadjpoos and dn the ether mglor eenrres, The nirforce
anly fwncticns at 2% ol capacioy. Solders and poblcs
deserd every day, while more and more sirikes an;
taking place, The drastic nice shortage has led (o mass
alarvalion and. riocs in cthe refuges crmps; aoad as LS
capital aid bepms Grdey up, e soanonic coids
worsens ard the heremucracy stares ta crombhble,

In hiid desperatian, Thivu has even Lried fo Dicg
Suigan inbe a phgantic atrsiegic homled, by ordering
Lhi depgling, of e Leakctrap eeack 22 miles. from
the city. Thid s 8 futibe ate=mpt o hall the monsemiend
af the peasanis mio liberaied arss, 1o keep the ammy
gecupisd, and 1o persuasde his ‘supporters’ thar e i
doing sontothing

CamMBODIA

The halanee of Facces lil Indcchina is fipped even more
{1 Fawauzr of the revalutiomry Torees by the soriggks

m Cambiadia, There the United Front continees do
inerense their steapglchald o ihe capienl, Phnom

Penbi, All the rodds ars beld By the gueorllag, aindd
almasl all the countryside and towns, Although they
hmve neither the arms {batks to Ching and the Us5R)
per (he experience to deal a decisiedelzit to e
puppsl cepibne, iy ane lowly squeszing the life ot
af it,

Thia miticary socivity can be expected lo progness as
tho dry svason contivues Capreys an the Mekong
river (Phoeen Peoh's main lifelingy sl Decaime ¢ven
mote valnesable when the water level drops i Jamarny,
The dry scaion wibl alao hring the threat of deought

te the city, to add 1o the famiine and dizeaz which

sre e cngdemiic in che oity far the firsl timme snce
18l

Changes in minlsters and faich in astralogy chnnot
Tielp Lon Mol, The zrmy of consécipled fnvalidz,
chillnn, and nonexisrent batulions is neeless. The
main bunden of the Gelitleg is Being baree by the
Khmez Fronit ipercenares  bamlils récnanual by the
1A whe 2re nadorious Do el love of decopitation
raps il Viernamess liver, Twao months ago, Lon
Mol palace wis bombed by his own airforce for the
wennd dme (the aifforce commander waa sabd 1o be
guite pleased that st keast ey had actusily hil ek
inrget this timel)

Ir sath Cambadia and YVietnam the pupged regimes
are decaying ¢till Further, while the lFherntion Conoes
Erovw stronger day by daw. Bl W miiEr iealise that
thedr ultbmate success is Hed np with ibhe weakening
of imperialism infcesationathy, That is why it is
impartunt thot militanie io (v nperialing countries
copfine their aotive sapport of the 1dochdmee
rewalisiian, denying their muling class the room it mesds
Ley Enansi vt

Dravid-Johnson
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FOR A WORKERS ENQUIRY!

This week Tony Benn demonded Heath make
public the full facts concerning the state of coal
stocks and the effects of industrial action upn
them. The Government have been saying that
withuut the 3-day week, plapue, famine and
death would be stalking the country by the end
of January. Yet it has released precious linle
information to back this up,

Since Benn's attack, Tom Boardman, Minister
for Industry, has released figures which provide
the fullowing picture. When the minsrs” aver-
time ban began on 12 November, sioeks ar
power slalicns stood a1 19 million tons. Average
werkly corsumption of electricity results in the
use of |5 million tong of coal a week by the
power stations, Mormaolly, weekly defiverics

of coal Irom Lhe pitheads cover this consump-
ton, so that coul stocks remain constant,

‘REC ALERT'

At this time of yedr, extra demand for elect-
oty riises coal consumplion io | Tmillion
tomis a weck, The miners” full overtime ban has
sicceeded incutiing deliveries to the power
stations to an estimated | million lons a week,
This means that stocks would be depleted al
the rute of 700,000 tons 0 week, albowing | 7
weiks befiore they fall to 7 million tons, 1he
danger level below which massive indiscrim-

inate power cols beeome necessary . Hed alers’
would therefore fall in the first weck of March,

Hawever, Boardman clvims that the aciual
deeling in slocks between the start of the uver
e ban and the annooncement of the 3-day
week on [1 December, wus 900000 rather
than TLO00 tonsy week, This puls “red ale”
af the first week in Febroary, But Boardman
divesn’l siv whal caused this umex peclidly
lurge dicline in stocks. Was it owing to an
tncreased demand Tor electricity, or owing (o
industrial-action on the rallwiays? The chiel of
British Rail has declared that the ASLEF
dipuie has had no effect on shipments of

ol Do the power slathons,

It wis also widely mssumed that the NCB held
ol least o firther 11 mdllion fons of coal ai
the pithends, most of which, if shipped 1o-the
power etations, would pot ‘red alert’ back to
late Marnch or bevond. Bui now Boardman
claims that only 4 million lons of Lhis is
useable i power stations, nearly half of tia
only in South Walas,

UNNECESSARY

Benn’s demand for information to chirfy these
matiers is therefore very weleome. But Benns
adert 35 1o “prove’ the Governments three-day
week ig unnecessary’, Ns regd pin is eather Lo
wrganise 0 massive deflation’ by cutling wapes
by up Lo 4055 1L is an altemative to a massive

doflatmnary budget, having the advpntape that
iLuverds odivm Crom Mr Barber and tavs ihe
Blame for the coming recessdon on the mines:

However, Tony Benn misaes the poant. The
3-day week it wery nécerary ingeed Tar the
Govermnenl; becauss its overriding aim iz 1o
grbush the miners. [15 aim is (o conserve the
existing ecal stocks, g0 that should & misers
strike breok oul, Heath will have severn] weeks
in which Lo break it. By forcing the working
ciaws b0 poy the cost for this breathing space
he hopes o either bring the KUM to a selile-
imenlor um the working class agsinst the
miners, soliling them in 2 strike,

Benn's interpretation, however, allows him to
bash Heath withowt having 1o take g clear
pugition on whether he favours indusirial
aclion by the miners and others to smash
Phasc 3. The Labour Party has been paralysed
over whether or nol to support illegal stkes
agninst the Pay Laws. Benn's move aliows

the Laboor Party to condermm the Turias in
the rame of finding a les messy way (o deal
with the erisis — conldn't.the Gowerniment
have avoided the 3-day week by wottling
earlier with the elestricity engnesrs thua
making rota outs 1o consumers possible, stc?
Bul Benn's researches show not that the
Gowernment ure bad sconomists, but mther
that their defermination to smash the miners

slrike makes indusirm) aclion 21 the maore
NEGCCSRATY .

We believe there ir o need for an investigatin
into the lacts behind Lhe Government s decision.
sicr Phant the nature of its tactics can become
widely known, Beiin hos talked of ‘independent
and relidble sotrces” mich 25 the Central Statist-
deal CffTiee releasing information. There s no
such independent soune; The labour movenmsnt
musk CHrey out il own fnwetigition,

This eould besr be done by orpanising o worksrs®
enquiry open 1o the public, Tride unisns conld
prepare written evidence, collected Tocatly . in
ordes that specific guestions relating Lo the coql
ditnzbion sould be answered. Members.of the
civil servige and the Government couid alsu

be invited to give évidence (paying o certain
plitical prece if They failed to show upl. The
anguiry would then publish ite fledings. This

15 exactly what iz being dane by Bristal Trades
Couneil on a focal scale over Tecent palice har
dasment,

The Labowr Party is already gathering inform-
alion from trade unionists fo monitor the
Crisis. A workan” enguiny would allow 4
more informed discoason on the way forward
Ler take place in the working class movement,
Tony Benn is in an excellent position 1o

omsor it :
o Lo Batitay

h.
Lack of mass involvement

threatens Maclaren’s

The cecupation of the Maclaren Controls
factory (& subsidiary of ITT), & now in its
fifth week.

The workers ocoupied this Glasgow factory after o
#in werk finke, when Siey dlscovensd thal the mas-
agement had begun 0 move plant, deawings snd siaff
i Germany In order bo continee produciion

Dizicyg the strike, beleving (wrongly!) that the
stewnrds Commil bee wan weak and the women work-
e In particular would have no slomadh for 8 losg
fight, I'TT triesd bir mplin the workers by tlirsalening

i lock-out and redundancies Now they are doterm-
inend dar smmush the ALUEW and the shop stewands
capimities in the factory. They kdwe sacked all the
winbgrs, and say that the basis for any sstlenieni
must he & puaranive of iwa strike $ree v They
Wit {0 wrap all previous Unlon sgreements nim
draw up new ores, ackl they nant sebsctive rachund:
ancks The elrugple at Maclasen's is therefore nad
simply [er money, Bul (o delend the livedilood of tke
workers and (ke Union arganisation which défands
and Faghts Tor thom.

But the strupgé: is rinning inte problems, Afer

ten preslling weeks on strike payv, which has ingluded
Lhe Chrisemes and New Year period, fheea s 2
danger of the inlikal mass seppord dwindling awny
Aligacdy the romber astually cocspying the

factory has dropped drasticelly, Tliose leFe noabice

hawsver 1hal the prace of defen! I masie redund-
ancies, the ks of the cunefully built Union usrgan
isatiom ki Lhe faciory, und 3 demoralising sethack
Tor the struggle of the whebe working cliss agaiest
Phaze Three, The claim ot Maclsrens 4 For incrmses
withir Phase Theoee. IE it cannor B¢ wan at o Bme
whem fhe Enpinesring Uikion natbonadly is preparing
a slmigele Tor 2 cluim which wosld smashy the pay
bws, the wpport and confiderse of engmeering
warkers b by West of Seotland ax & whole far the
AUEW cluim woald be denbed.

The sinsgple noaw liangs in the balases. The ualy

Wiy bl Lk pressure to backinack an the pos
Itir ol oo redendascics, wnd no retreat on i fwll

claim, is b pegoner the vocupation s eripinal postion E

of atcngih

The anly way o counter [T ndvaidapes, and to
apply real pressire, 6o canipagm throughond TS
47 suhsiciaries in Brifuin to black all work kg
e wider L same copbee ! 4 at Maclarers,

The AUEW has becn making erquiries shoul sther
fimna, i hag send out the usunl ol asking far
sippuocL Dat s far they Bave achiersd anthing
tngible, It Hvital that the AUEW séntralise all
itienalion on 11T Gotivilses in Britnin, aod dhat
they sensts feam of speakers o e mast imperant
factorivs cance raed to Calk la ocher worke i shout
this struggle, The wrion shonid campide 2 dasi=n on
g sirupephe agmives FUT 0 Glasnow 1o send e

—— it
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vommitiees and AUEW branches in other IIT rons
They slwuld approach the TAGWU b Ay to pet
ihe mowemanit of componenls and stock oul of ITT
furtories bhlackad,

The sscond crckl guestion & the kek of mass ivve
abvement of did workens in the funning of the
Wriggle. The drap in the sumbers actasily tuming
up foe the ocen pation shifls is due fo e back af
infremation provided, Frastratkon has built op oves
the refusl do answer guestions, and o take vobes on
such move ot ench stage of the scrugpli. The mass
of waorkers must be involved [n e blacking cang-
dlgt, i prdng aut o explain what i happening at
Maclaren's, n producing the stroks bulletin inside
the factory, and in organiskg stcurity und defence
ol the factory againgd a possible pobics attsck, 1F
the rank-irel-ile contimis to be isolaied from
digcusions and devialons there will incvifably be
dempralisation and isolotion from ike day-to-dlay
duiivities of the sompgle.

The prescol crisis in e stnapple is due ot lack
ulany positive pelion from the SLUEW aling these

o e j- -

Enes, Apart froen puling more ressuroess and
neegy bitto the blackiog campnign, and ensuring
mex imuam invalvement in the workdomee, the
ALIEY showld bave mohilised all che résngioss of
the: Disirict Commitees to broaden ahd extend the
atrigghe in b West of Scoffand, The mecent AUEW
Shop SMewurds Quarferdy in Clisgiw discussed the
acoupathon 0 8 militnd Tshiin, and raied £3

Tor the Tunds, But fine words aisd moncy are nis
banper risoigh,

The A LEW shobld halkol the meem lzrship Tora
Engdricl Lewy, and shioald organder through the
Trades Councll for 3 massive pablic demondtration
af trade unlnkats in Glesgow in sapport of the
Maclanen's worken

Suctiens like chess would make the Maclasen's
oocapetion tl fociss in Glosgow Far the caming
simupple apainst Phase Thres, and for the engineering
chalen. They weuld alio lnpoiot e imporiases ol
the accupation i wilk tbe fight dgainst S
Aoy weck ar ilw prisent time,
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the  Birmingham &

IMG  pamphist an e case of tha 5
Birmingham building worken  aoguitbed
of exrmpiacy chorgei for the oceupation
of a lump labour buremu In Birmingham !
Publiciss this imporiont  working  ciass
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Selty Oalk, Birmingham 2=,
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HELP US REACH FUND

In cur Mt issus wo paintad out some of the taeks which confrant reeplfianaries in
the present wrisis, The IMG has plungsd into this work, With this i=ue wa arg puh-
lishing 8 special supplament on Shrewsbury, which will reeslve mas distribution.
Alrmady Londan IMG has besn lunching = blitz on Soeial Sacurity Offices, salling
th sipament to workors claiming lay-off banalit,

A5 we pointad ul i our last e, this kind of revolutiondry sgitation redqusres Tin-
ancil drppoel. The ony soures of money ot e disposal & our randership. The
specinl £2000 erisls Fund Ovive which wa lasnched now stards &t £943.72. il
offoert b nesded to roach tha darget by 3 January. Foce up io the crisis, give us the
i oo equal tha ehallenge, Send ina donatlon BOEE
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