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reves] that the trade union

"letts”

in particular Hugh Scanlon and

Jack Jones—are mo more prepared to bead a fight ageinst the Tories

than & the right-wing.

While the TUC bureaucrats begin
thelr march Into hibermation, hoping
to:-skeep off what promizes to be o
Tory winter, the Government

4 e ;'.5.' -_1_|5.._'|_55!r.g new pliacks on
wotking cliss Hving standands., Spurred

a by the muaswe (rade defict, both
Walker, Minmter of Indusiry, and
Parber, the Chancellor of the Ex-
cheqguer, have sugoested that Phase 3
is “poeo woll and st be Tollowed by
somcthing even Lougher.

Desgiiz 1he treachery of the trade
union burcawcrats, the working cls
mavement bas mol yel been defeaied
in this rownd of stroggle. Millions of
wonrkers are gill prepared fo fake on
ithe Torjes, If they can see @ clear way
lorward.

This way Torward could be opencd
up by apy proop of workers ano
unched & declaive strugghe sgamst
Phase 3. Whather miners, engineers,
gr railmen, they would meel with
mussive working class support and
widespresd - solidarily action could
be readily organised, Such a move-
ment would mpidly gow (o the
point where it could turn fhe tide
againgt the Toriee on ali fronts and
threaten the wery existence of the
GCovernment:

The same sort of chain reaction
could be st off by 8 determined
sirugple. sround the jailing of ihe
three Shrewshury delendants, an imus
which highiights the brutal nature
of the Tory Government and the
grave [hreal they represent for the
trede unicn movement,

The central task for militants in the
weeks nhend will be 1o oie all these
opportunities to launch the strugsle
pgainst the Tory Covernmenl, and
turn the tide in favouwr of the working
class.

In the miners, raildrivers, and en=
pineering unions the key question 18
g malional sfrike sgainst Phose 3,
Townrds this end the natlonal meeting
of enpineering convenors which took
place i Manchester bast month must
be recalled o work oul plans fos
goordinated, allout sirike action 1o

T
LEIK

whn the full engineering claim

With the decision of the NUM
negntiating commdtige o recommiand
8 sirike ballot, there = now coos
dernble hkelihood of o mabional oo-
ners sirike. NUM militants must cum-
pign o makc sure (hal o nalickdml
alloul sirik: b launched, If the
gnvculive  moposes  anyibing ke
they skould ormnise masgve nnof-
ficlal sction to ey Lhe strsigglé all
the way

(Mber workers @an coniribuie (o
wards the ompaign lor a #nattonal
miners sirike and & miners victory,
v passing resclutions pledging full
support Tor the miners demands ond
full solidarity with a palional sirike,
and by entering into discussions with
Miners represcntatives at all bevels
dboul orgnmising solidarity and joini
nction. Such & fighting alliance shonid
b worked out between the miners,
engineers and ratldrivers, in particulas,

Militants must strise to ceordinate

all lecal struggles and umfy the fipht
apainst the Tories. Wherever possible,
Council of Astion represontative of
Ihe whole bocal labhour moswammenl
shoukl be established o @y oul
these tasks. Where this is not possihie
aclion committees of local ritlitants
cam play a valuable roke and could he
4. practical firet step in the dirsction
of a penudnely representative Coumel
of Action,

Every cffort must b madeto stop
further back-stabhing by the trade
urinn bureancrals, The entire rank-
and-file must be mobilised to stop
further TUCGosernment talks, and
the demand must be raised for a Tecnll
o the TUC to lawnch & umbéd
counter-cffensive against the Tories,
We do nol expect the TUC o lauach
such & strugple, but orpanised mass
support for the gleps necessary 1o
carcy the strugsle Torward could be
rapadiy turmed ol mass imdependent
agotion when the bupsaucrats Tuil fo
o, [ ot campaipn for official
action poes hand-in-hand with seizing
every apportunity to laench indepen-
dent unofTicial iritatives,
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TRUGGLE

TURN THE TIDE

The predictable collapse of the TUC-Government talks leaves the
official trade union leadership without any policy for the conduct
of the fight sgainst Phase 3 and the Tory Government.

The only concrete result of the TUCs manosuvring his been to

TUC General Secretary Lan Murray speaks to the press afier te breakdown of talks with the Govermment last
Mondsay: nowhers to go, no one left to ik to. The TUC"s manoeuvres have left the working cless high-and-dry
in the face of new Tory atiacks, But the prospect of & national miners’ strike could change all this by giving a
concrote foous.for the struggle of svery group of workers against tha Tory Government,
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The capitalist legal machine, having groand
vt it ruthless ustice® for aix building
workers im the Shrowshury case, has niny
slarted on ifs oond batch of victima,

Meanwhile the three builling wockers
sentenced i j@il terms-in the firsd irial
have b BIll'l-[Nl | [I}lpphl.. bl ame
being kepi inmide while the courts nrgue
the bies aboul whether or = §0 give
thean bail,

The buikling of o moss movement_ie
free ibe theee, reverse the wirdicts and
sfop e fviale is now one of the most
crovial taake Facimgp the workers™ move-
mend, A victory in this fighl can de
more than simply defend the long-cstab-
lished right of trade unionisis in fhis
coumry. It cin provide a mliving poini
around which ithe trade wndon rank-and-
file wan begin to unite i Torces and link
uip its siruggles, with the possibliity of
I'r.'rn:ing o FallFscale coi berdflonsive z-
eamst the Tory Government,

This makes rh upemming conferepce
on Shrewsbury calkal by (e Liverpool
Trades Coamcil of double imporiance. 11
musi receive mamdve mapport from o all
irade andom militants, with as many trades
councils, union Branches. shop  siewards
commitices, sl Shrewdbory  Delence
Commitier as paadble being repressnted.

S

Bui the convening of an lmpressive con-
Terence will not force the Torks o
retreal, The Conferemse must initiale de-
chive nction to hack ike Sheewshury
el Htxmta,

her the paat fow weeks Communisd
Party trade wnion  milidans  eoncenbad
themacives with mgese “mlls” o the of-
Gicial leadershdp. IF these podicles win oa
at Liverposf il will be o disasie. The
Liverpnal Conference wust give 8 decisive
Wad, Too eqwure Ui & campaign moat be
lbunched to seml delegates o the Liver-
peal Conderence phadged 1o suppoet n
resafution aloeg the following lines:

15, This Conference calls for ims
dustrial action by all workers, during
the appeals, to free the Shrewsbury
3, reverse the comdctions, and gtop
Ik trials,

Rt | supporis all moves fossards

ndelinile national strike action in the
building trade.

3. 1o the event of ap indeflnlte
ralional building #rike the confe-
rence calls for indefinfie solidsrily
strikes by 2ll other sections of the
trada union 1'r'||:_|v|,-.|:|1,|:r_|T_'

ONFERENCE

Choly on the hasle of such & policy can
tue Shrewsbury strugsle go [orsand. The
campuign mound this resoletion should
0 bovopd unbon millisats, sewands ond
brunch activists, Mas bafldting dhousd
he . argmmised, omdl mass site, plant amid
fagtory gate meetings held in' every ares
o aliscuss [be e, i way Torwacd, and
the election of delegates,

The Edlioriel Board of Suilding Ror-
kera' Charrer will ke meeling 00 diseass
the Shiewsbury @se in Manchesier this
Satwrday, This budy has fhe power o set
the soeme for the Liverpool (boference
by hecking the lead shesdy given by
Birmingham UCATT shop sigwarda with
ihelr call For am Endefindie srike in the
halding trade. I Clarier took wp this
call it would be guarongeed 3 national
mnpacl Bal v prévicse behavioar of CT
militans does not emcosrage oplansms: dn
any evenl e dechlons nade by Charter
will be o cher tesl of how comumithed the
CF i o 8 eerdong Fight in defence of the
Shrew shiry workers.

The Bhrewsbury Confercace & befng
held on Estreday, 2 Februery in St, Georpe’s
Hall, Eierpoad Orederndisl oed  furdiner
Ifarmarion e he obiiined from: Simoa
Fraser, LTC Secrerary, 33 Harron frardens,
Liverpoct 3 {Tel: G51.275. 1778,
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‘Liaison Committee

meeting votes for
ight-wing,do-nothing line

U every single issue facing the working class today the Liafson Commitive for the Defence of the
Trade Uniiwy meeting in Birmingham last Satueday, (19 {Somiary |, came ol with o right-wing,

do=rothing line,

*They refused to publicly condemn the TUC-Government talks.
“They endorsed Scanlon’s postponement of the Engineering pay cluim until after the settlement

of the miners siruggle;

*They ignored the call of the Birmingham UCATT Joini Shop Stewards Committee for an all-

out strike o free the Shrewsbury 3

*They staked everything on keeping the ear of the lefi irde union burcauerats,

The Liaison Commifies, whichiis the main
mouthpiece of the Communist Party in the
trade uiions, was meeling in the midst of the
mosi serious class confrontations since the war
The TULC is busy throwing the movement into
uiter confukion, The LODTU should have come
up with a cloar and deckéive plan of action, but
om all the major iswes of the day it only added
1o thal confusion,

The meeting reflused to condemn the TUC-
Government talks, despile the campaign of
aopposition to the talks in the Morning Srar
They merely demanded that the TUC should
siop participating m sny talks which resadi in
acceplance of Phass 3

BASEST OPPORTUNISM

Cne delegate called for the refection of talks
with Lhe Governmenl unless il & willing to scrap
Fhase 3 and release the Shrewsbury 3. Jim Hiles
replied by saying: “We do nol want to antsgonise
thos in leadership who have fraternal relagion
with the LOBTU®, He wenl on (o say that it had
been o “long hard firoggle’ to reach a position
where "we have the ear” of some of the leaders,

50 oul ol the basest opportunism {owards
the “lell” bureancrais, the LCDTU is mor going
Lo lead 2 fight to put an end o the talks and
block the TLHC'S cutright treachery. In addition,
they refused to condemn the TUC For failing te

provide o lead over Qhrl.-wil_';u.tl,r. Phase 3 eig.
The meeting also rejected an attack made by
Qe |Jn:|E“E;.1.[l.‘ ai the AUEW dectsion Lo go loran
cverlime ban rather than a national strke, and
went on e cndorse Scanlon's decision to post-
pane the AUEW struggie uniil after the ‘crsis’

by DAVE BAILEY

wak over, even [hough this meéans shifting the
whole weight of the straggle against Phase 3
and the Tory CGovernment onto the mimers’
shoulders. The AUEW"s decision o abandon
the struggle for their pay claim in Favour of a
strupgle solely around 5 days work or § days
pay, was held o be justified becanse Lhe *3-day
weck put the shop floor onto the defensive”,

OF course! ‘Putting the shop Noeor anio the
defensive” was ope of the things which the
Governmenl infedded 1o dowith its 3dny
week_ That is why the AUEW sliould have
mben the offensive, The J-day wesk was
nt an oot of God, 1t was an act of the Tory
(rovernment designed to divide the workers
movement. The AUEW decision has lefl the
miness elruggle isololed and the engineers'
fipht serionsly weakened,

LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE

This refuesal o fight againsgd the line of the
burepncracy wos also seen in the discusion on
the fortheoming Liverponl Trades Councit con-
lerence on Shrewsbury, A delegate from the
bazilding industry in Birmingham, whers UCATT
shop stewards recently pasacd & resalution
culling for indefinite girike action in the building
trode, propoded that the LODTU call far che
Liverponl conference to mitate induatrizl
aclion in support of swch 2 steike and undear
tnke todpiead such sction to other industrics.

finl the Brrminghnm resolution was dgnored
by the LCDTU, as it has been by the Morning
Srar, Instead they want the Liverpool Confar-
ence {0 ‘campaign’ to get the 1875 Aol repealed,
to gei pledges of support, and to demand clse
release of the 3. Any real scrion maist, 1€ seems,
depend on the TUC and Parlisment, The
Conference must simply £ty to commil the
Labowr Party Lo the repenl of the Act, and the
TUL should be recalled in order that (unspecifi-
ed) industrial action should be called,

The CP refuses to fght for the policies
which are necessary to defear the Tores, They
should have campaigned Tor a national strike
in the AUEW and the NUM, and fought for
an alliance between the AUEW, the SUM and
ASLEF againgt Phase 3, The failure of the CP
to dor 50 i directly responsible for the present
situntion in which the TUC are able to pet away
with barefaced treachery in the struggle aginsi

®€We dont want to antagonise those in leadership

who have fraternal relations with the LCDTU??

the (Fovernment, [t 12 this @me policy of alliance
with the bureancracy which now leads the COF o
nan Tor cover in the midst of the crisis. The one
atruggle, with the exception of the minen pay
claim, which could bresk the daadlock is the
Shrewsbury campaign, which has been going

ot in the building industry for nearly a year.
Yet up and down the couniry the CF {with the
exceprion of some CF shop stewards in Blrsning
ham), has opposed calls for scrike action in the
building trade, and instead proposes onby ome-
day protests unhl the TUC can be hadgered

imto pction,

ELECTORALISM

The CFFjestifies ite opportunism by appeals
to elactoralism and to the alleged backwardness
of The waorking dass, Crowning the sencral pol-
ey of the LODTTH (recall of the TUC; 5 days
work or 3 days pay; “full support’ for minese,
ASLEF and other sections fa strugglel is the
cull For & general election wath the return of
Latonai ]'.-|L:|Jg{'|J toend Lhe 1875 Act, the
[ncomes Policy, and the [ndusriisl Relations
Art, The P sees Lhis as an alfernative to
stapping up the indostrial struggle, 1t 5 noi
Lhe maobilisttion of the working class and
its arganisitions against the capitalist state
which'is their ohjective, but the return of
a “progreasive Labour Crovernment”, opening
the way Lo an alecloral afliance with the
Communist Party.

Coupled with this is the cry repeated at
lirmingham thal the working class is “not
ready’ for aetion, Instead what is required
ig further campatgns of educalion and
propagands.

The P do noc distinguish beiween Lhe
presenl conscicusnes of the working class
about the need to etmggle sgainat the Tory
Crovernmenl and ils understanding of the
prectical steps neceesary to ger that struggle
under way, it s tnee that thers is some con-
Tusion about the lntter, prodoced [n aa small
mcagurs by the CF iteelf, bol the workers
movement remmaing pndefeated. What I8 peeded
is for some section of the clas to give 3 lead
by taking up o determined stouggle,

The Birmingham LODTL meeting offered
nieihing lo the working ¢lass, and was sobaly
n meang for the CP to coverits tracks, and o
prepare Lo lay the blame for inaction o the
rank -and-file,

The rank-andile c:nd the |eddershi

“The TUC must gwe meaningful suppont (o the
minets, to smash Phase 3, 1o bring down the Governe
ment, &nd eheo] a Laboiar Governmeni pledged (o
soviadisl polidies” These were fle wopds with which
Diick Caborn, comvenor of Firth Brown, ended i
opening speech ot a meeting in Shetlield an 15
lamuary, called by three of the mos) importont
shop siewaid s commiliess in the ares, The mecling
had bewen designed to pwe a phatfoem Lo the miners
and to sippaorl all workors Tlighting Phase 1,

Two days easlier onother woelTiclal mes ting had
tuken place, Without backing [rom important shap
sewands commitices, this mesting had been called
at (e itiative of the Sheffel] IMG, in an atfempi
to argantse suppert for the Shrewshury hesdd ing
workerd A hardiul of comvenars from the Tocl
building and engineering imlustrivs, 3 dozen or s
shog slewands, togother with soeme 0o 60
enpinecrs, bachers and stodents—ihey did not
‘offivially’ represent a great deal

DEFINITE PURPOSE

Hut they came together with a definite pu TR e —
t umite as many forces a3 posgble in the Incality in
diefence af the Shrewibury workers Az 8 i sall. the
diszussion af the mesling was absolutely practical:
how toesteblish a pew Shrewshury Defence Commii-
tee priel mobilise local ssppart, Many participants
strcesod that it was necesmry Lo cneate an arpanisation
that woubd bring fogether local mEitmers and provide
I:h.e!.'n with an instrument which could iiite the
¥aricas seprrale stnaggles and bulld suppart for them
in the g, Only in this way would i be possibbe jo
defiat the Torwea' attempt to split up the working
class &nd theow il on the defenaives,and Jaundh a
wirking ¢lass cawnter-offeesiveg.

A mamber of pariicipanls referred o the impor
tnce of the mésling two days away. Amongst thee
wias Tony Hope, comvenoe al BEC River Don and oo
of the crganksess of the Tussday meotine. Ho stresed
tee lesgang of the struggle fo free the five docker in
E972 and pointed ot that itwas only after the muasmve
respomse o the tank-and=file (R &er Don hud them-
fehve struck ) that the TUC called their one-ay
mational scrikes,

Tty lacer ex plalied o Bed Weekly: T shane with
W your views of the olTicial leaderssips, having been
through sevecal spisodes, [ remember the Endustrial
Relations Bill: thepe wss 2 massive demonitrtion in
London; na arpanisation could lave sal .Lgmtar
o, but then the TUC siw that s s pesk of
activity & from ihen on allewed i thing to
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shipr ninilil the Bill became an Act. &nd we had precisely
the wumue thing with the May Dy strike agaimst the
Tomes.

OFFICIAL AND UNOFFICIAL

Hat the Tussday meetig did not [fez op oo lis
patential Omly 58 peaple attendel —barely 10 more
than had beer gathersd on Sunday by the Liny Tosces
ol Lhe MG, An asray of Four celebrity speakers taiked
lor so lang that it wad nut posible to have speakers
fram the floge, lel slone e the meeting to rap oul
definile selishs which militants in the srea could
trpdur ko,

The cause of fhels il i o be scaght o ibe
mearrest ieas of Lhe argenisers abosit the relation-
ship betwoen the official and uipffhlal movements
ALl Lhree canvennds see the eecd For onofficial
actiam, bt Ay vonceive ol che wnarffeial sioveiment
me ey o presmere grown en Lhe officizl movement

M Dick Cabarn fold s “Mmoone who supports the -
umafficisl mowement never baging sight ol ihe faci
sl it you're going to ger the change thal viu'ro
acvocating. ihen You're oot going fo da it will
the unoffivial movement, bt muss strive 1o change
the officisl kadvrship @i the type of leadership
il wa: woudd want fosec it have. The power Lies
inzide that official labour movemen), whethssr we
ke 11 ©r marl, and weve got to pet hodd ol it

Indeed, it is isporind Lo force the trade union
bursaaciats into laking actson, aml ol course
itditants must Lonch 3 derennined struggle o
caplure the ksidership of the offic @l maveimen .

IMse: guestion is kow!? Ceralinly nod by presan
pralitics”, The ex perleice of the Pentonville 5 s$hows
Ehat the mosl clfective jpresaire” that can be put an
the buresucrabs iz re take the control af the signa Hion
vk af thewr hamls by cegunising masd setion iokdepon-
sleit b al thir misleadership, Lei them run i By wand
Lo “hesd '

Mogegvyr, the creation a8 3 midss incsement amaong
thv: punk and-file i the only way that militanes can
hope 1o eatablish gosic kadership within Uhes olTicial
mefsinen . Sach o mowemaent will nol be Torged by
ez tiows spplacablen of “prosain:” and huresicg i
mandsewwring. [Foin saly vome alsout by allesing Th
mass o working people o foel m practies the pawer
i Heelr hamls, and proving to dlie that anly o
tewodu lionary beadership can develop and cormecily
apply thal pever, W will oover boable o do Heea
thirgs unles we ciert ull ourenergy fo canmy every
strugghs Forward as fur as possilide—oen though it
iezame relying on e “waodThdal movemeni b esd
wrh simgples

O the p-inl:furm at the shaf-ﬁlld meating an 16 January: il to r} Percy Rilay, NUM: Tany Hope,
Convenor BSC River Don; Jimmy Miller branch sscretary Kellingley NUM,

This was the fauli with the Cemmiais Fartyslad
Ligizan Campaitiss [or the Defines of Tode Unians,
It eallel wnd organized, ndepemlentdy From 16 trads
unson feadership, the moost offec tve actions againse the
Incdustrial Kelations Bill, But ir was slraid &0 reminks i
e luachershin of (e movement it had created. Ay
sttty s Ehe A LIEW sxeco bve: showessd sigr's aff stirring,
imdes "prossune’, it cormed ey thimg-over Lo them and
huat u bty seticar into the sidelines, As 1 cosuli the
Bill Iixamiv an Act with oaly aken pratest, the AUEW
badurship has uliswn) the mast sougrilin s applicatian
af the Act withdul s seiows Tishn and the LODTU has
tazmieny a more shadow of whal it might have been.

Ln Shoflnebd this comieption helds simiar dangen.,
I proveneed the organisirs of Tueslay s mesling peing
it b and scchvurdy campaipning for backing lrom
uthur shup stewards end for maes atendanee Fram
the: shap Meor, AL the mectng it prevented them cam

paigming for rhe satablishment of 2 lacal rank -and-fle
svtian commites: ihal coold affer seme serious lender-
ship in local struggles.

They s2e that s 1be alfaic of the Trades and Labesic
Cauncil, and place themsebous in the wings pressurinig
the Trades Counedl inlo octinn, Char attilude is differ-
ent. We wanl te estabiish an offec rive rank-and-fi=
bl mow, amid then launch a cainjiiym to ges sk ppord
and repressn tation from ' the Trades Councl For 1hix
hosl¥. This shauld be the appreach of militanis theough
aul the couantry: Gight far actien from the offieal
Eeadersiup, but develop ¥l swn argailsation s that
WOEE sl.mmd: is nor dependent an dllé bursuwcrsty,
COnly in this way can the afficetl fmadership be pul o
the fest, und a real serugde for the legdership of tls
eflicial mavement be lninched,

JUM WILSDMN
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Expropriate Centre Point
rt but loses its way

Occupation wins mass sup

Few scts of ‘illegality” have won a5 much
popular sympathy in recent times as the
well-phanned storming of Centre Point last
weekend, Passing moterists responded o the
sign which asked them to “blow vour hormn if
you're with us’, creabing a cacophony of honks
around St Giles Circus throughout the 45-hour
occupation. Hundreds of messages of suppart
were delivered fo the oocupiers, including one
from the Kent miners which was read out to
enormous cheers from the 2,500-strong rally
which gathered on Sunday afternoon when
the occupation ended.

Even seclions of the bousgeots press el
obliged to respond, The Cuardioe headlined
18 3tory "Centre Point taken al last”, the
Mirror's leader came out with 2 line close to
sctlidanity, and the Sur devoted a large praart ol
s cenirsspread Lo the viakence of the police
who physically jumped on an architect who
sounded his car hom

‘HOMES NOT HY AMS’

Ihe reason for this broadly-based syimpathy
15 evident, Cenlre Poinl was conslructed ot &
gost of £5 million, Mow, 10 yeam later, il is
Sthl an empty concrete shell and is valued at
around L£30 million, Property speculition hag
becomme the focus of the ‘unpleasant face’ of

il putalisan in dlmost every comer of the political,

arena, and few would openly contradict Lhe
placird which read "Homes not Hyams®, Harry
Hynms has alinost been elevated to L stalus
ol Rachman.

biut the swocess of the occspation exposed
s senous weakness: having succeeded in focus
ing the attention of the nalion on this conerete
pinnacle ‘as & symbol of everyihing that is
rotten in our unegual society”’, the organisers
semed to have little iea of where to go from
there, amd were unable to differentiate them:
stlves Trom The horde of bou rRecs FII:I“‘I.EL'SII'I,E
prepired to jump on the band wagon. ol
e magogic “Speculotor bashiny'

Uhis [aslome was not an oversighl o mis
culculation, The organisers of ihe occupation,
whio had spent oight months laying their plan.
which incladed infiltrating the scurity firm
engaged o protect the building, deciared that
it was prunarly o stunt to win publicity, very
much in the style of prodest golitics. And 1he
orgamsers’ olmession with hoth respectahilay
andl legality reached ludicrous proportions,

Their press stite ments siressed that the
secupere were drawn from a variety of
professions, and they insiated on putting

Hyamis tooas bittle troukle and expense as
possihile, even paymg for phone cafis they

mede and clearing up Litter, This, of cowrse,
played straight into the hands of the bou rgenis
politicums, so that the Liberal Party, Tor
example, had no compunction about sending
along a posse of local council candidstes to have
their picture taken.

Uhere was, however, u brosd specimum of
pelitical opinion amaong the sguatiers them-
selves, and o vore taken on whether o conlinge
the oecupation wesonly nareowly defeated,
The main slogan taken bp by those asembled
oulside Centre Pomni was *Stav in'. and this
undoubtedly had repercugdons among thode
Lns e

EXPROPRIATION .

Fhe occupation was timed to colncide
with o mecting of Comden Coundl to congider
ihe compolsary purchase of the 36 flats con-
tined in the 32-storey building, Sinve these
fiats are lucated on ground level, it would have
been quite feasible to sguat these for an indefin
ite perad, thus kedping public zttention
cenired o the issue 2nd providing & valaakie
locus for organising mas supgott arosnd ke
demand lor the expropriation of Centre Point.
Any action taken by Hyams or the police for
the "legal’ or physical remownl of the squaticrs
could have been prevented by mass pickels,

As 1l was trade unjons and other organisatiodts
had lifthe time to react to the situstion, and
while & dozen’ hanners from Labour Party
conafifudnoy opganisations were iy evidenee on
Sunday’s rally, thers was no pressure on Labeour
Party members to rise (heir sights beyond the
purchase of 2 dice of the bullding at mazket
prive

Maida Hill Squatters and Tenapis Association
distribuled @ special issue of their newsheed
which correctly called for the immediate take-
vl of Lhe 36 flats-for homeless people as the
next pracfica! step and for trade urions and
temants Lo show thels support. They alsa
proposed That the occoaption should be ased to
rropagandise on presenl housing strupples, such
i Lhve de Fence of (he 26 sgualiers who are on
charges griging from the cccupation of the
Londan Eleciriciiy Boand showroome in Wess
Londun, and suppert lor squatters wha have
broken ‘official agreements' with eouncils to
Vil themselves ot the coundl's request

Housing strugelesall over the connére—
Bristol, Oxford, and London especially - have
during The post gix inonths, made adwinces
in hath the level of orgpasation aond mbtancy.
These simigebes, brereasingly aromnd howsas

et . .I
3 L e

Centre Point occupied, but the action failed 1o exposn the bourgesis speculator-bashers

owned by The property comparies ruther fhiin
Uhowe awditiing demolition, bave inewitably Jed
booan increzsing isolation of the refoeindst “old
puard” among housing sclivists, who rely on
NiTtous Stale bodics o solve the housing crisis
rather than mass stouggle, The task For militants
1§ o determine how 1o Lk e these i rugples
forward, wheiher initinted by celommists or
athess, and how to organise suppert Tor all
struggles for decend housing

URBAN CRISIS

In London the urban crisis of capitalfism iz
seen ab ils sharpesi—agres of multi-oceapied
shums, rampant speculdtion, cotsin counsil
hemer development, aid bow attemnpts by the
GLLC fo make houses avaiable for transpar
wotkers who! like olher eseeniial service
wirrkers, gre being forced oulof the cily centre

These factors ox press |hemseles in SOUKINE rents,

L O O00 properies leing emply, und ra pidd
Erowth of Bpratting In London there ire sow
oo L0 squatters, drawn more ond mare
from the ranks of the indusifal wosking class,
Increasingly these sguatiers ape undes srtack
through *lepal’ intervention,

Important developaents in the argiRisytion
of housing strugpeies have included the fermation
of the All London Squatiers Feders b ‘officd
il squatiing groups in & number of bisroughs

sctively breaking agrecinenis with commcils
about vacaling premises; militant squatting
againgl speculators, by placing homebass Tamili-
e i cmply lugury Flace; and re-sguacting in
cuslempl of eviction ordefs.

b is this context which gives the Cenlre
Fasint petion such tremendous polential, and
It &5 Al poseible to draw on this potenti)
Levcarry all of these strupgles forward.

Fhe central task must be to build a
unified campaign, centring oo the demand
For the purrigh expropriction of Centre Poiat
but takeng up the whole question of property
speculation and housing under capitalism,
that can hring together London sguatiers, fen-
anls and srade wirionisis, Local La o Counells
Trades Councils, trade union brapches and
shop stewards committees shoald be convagee
for suppaort, The opportocity should he seized
to launeh a massive wave of propaganda=leallat-
g, streel theatre; rallies and publi nesrings.
Frmally, n srties vl mass actions - demonstealions,
orelpations, ele—muost be plarmed fo back up
the demand for exgropristion. In this ws ¥ the
present strugeses sim be advdnded and a moves
ment capiehls ol crcating a working clase roly-
fdl Lo the bouging crisis of sapidalism can
come into heing

FIERS CORBYM and RICHARD 3RiNSLEY
P e

Police launch new campa ign

A purt of the prosent toughening up of the
prdice B new campoign against squatiers has
heen lannched by police and landlords,

Twe recent developments show this, The
fizst wis 4l the Blectricity Showroom in
Maotting Hil! Tale, whers aalice attacked
sguatiers who wers peacefully demonstrating
ogninat the Elecizicity Beard's new palicy of
cuiting of { power o squathers.

Fhe bwoshour ofcupation was crganised by
the All London Squatters Federation, and
carried our by 80 squatters and tenants, 2o of
whoom were arrested & lirge police swoop
bucked wp by the Special Patrol Group

Ihe szeond development comes in the
Borough of Haringey . The loval newspn per,
The Weekiy Herald, has ararted & campaign
hysteria designed o whip up atlacks on
squaatieds. Hoasalso geing thes cumpoign a
racist slant by blowing up 2 supposed case of
immigrents squatling in @ ‘white’ woman's
house esr vear, The senesed hysterical natere
of this campaign; and its apenly anti=working
class charapcter; is sumimed up in an acticlk
which dppearad (o the | | January issue:

if

=

‘The international powers have given way in
blackmail by the Atab guerillas: the mationa
Lovernment has been subject to-blackmail
and worse from the IRA and Lo octions le ding
te national damage by some trade unions,
Huringey smost nat give way: Haringey must
show that law deliers -, connot be allowed 1o
win,

As-bo how 1o deal with the sifsation [he
Heradd 1% in no daubi:

hur soft and sloppy difitede fowards
disruglers pnd common fakers of other prople’s
property has pone far enoush, The majority of
the people live guied ordetly | disciplacd hves,
and hivve respest Tor their fellow-citizens, Our
situde towards those whe pot themselves
oulside auch codes of condiect should hecsme
haesh and unforgiving, Cur with the o

AL Lthe same e the Sereld i nol il
able toconeeal the real focks an Harinpey
Cowneil and housine. it Qe oo 1
Heringey Council Lakos pyves SO0 hooges & Fear,
but many of thei sland o Lty wod wpused tor
UP Lo bwenoredrs, The Weeeld arguea Tor ]l
HELommn Leca aboul these houses 1o e gl
HELMET,

These new tactics in the fight against s |
ey emnphasise the nedd for coneerted achior
b the work ing elass movemenl, M mone
infurmation gbuut which howsse ane we use
st b2 e awilable, This inlermatian
passes Lhrowprn the honds of mdaibers of Iocl
governinient ode wnions owry day, [L should
i ey Lo s pelicy Lo make pablic al)
information cn wpused housing,

Mew Hoks must be forgid belween syuathes
and teade unfons in the pishlic services such
ab gy ol wleetrivivy . W power w cul off 4 Sne
Lorhe dore by trade unioniss. A o measare
of workers” vointeol, the Drade s & i e
industsivs showkl refuse fo ot off s Lbars
aind sheuld luwve g Py ol swifohing nn

R  Yad

sUp plivs. Squatbers should cenpaizn Tor this
by fifieinnge und conlacting putlic ssckar
workers cxplaning the trne Facls of the

b owsi e sitia ton,

Sall-dufuone of aquats, and aprecments Tor
el -detence, we crugial, There is a real history
i bhis comntey of working olass action agninst
eriction, inowhich barricados have been erected
attl open Cehitine with the police has oceurred.
Thw leasuns of these vxpetisnees must be
arawn o i the cerrent siropgles, Suppert must
b songler frovm workors” organisations for
dvfen aginst svletions,

gainsfsqe

S

Defend squatters arrested dtiring
oecupation of London Electvicity Board

Pubiic Meeting: Friday— | Feh—7.30 P
CONWAY HALL

engulim: LEB 26 Defence Clee. 207 Raifton
Road, SE24; tel, 0[-733 K663
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BRITAIN'S SECRET WAR

e & ..f.".-—ur:-

——

i itain’s long-standing military presence in Oman,
Eweryone knows about the war in Ireland, but very few know much about Britain’s lony : :
and her leading role in the struggle against the guerrillas of the Popular Front for the Liberation of the Occupied Arab E‘Euli
(PELOAG). The prasent oil crisis obviously gives this British foothold in the area an added importance. Below, in an article
condensed from the January issue of the ‘Guif Bulletin®, we take a closer look at what the army is up 10.

In the last few years, Oman hes heen the only
place in the world outside the State borders of
ihe UK (ie Morthern Ireland | in which the army
of the British Stzie has been involved in live
fighting. It is the only other colonial war in
which (ke British have been direcily involved
since the defeat of Britsh intervention in
Souih Yemen ("South Arabia’ and "Aden’ as
they called ith in 1967.

Im the arrogant jargon of British officerns
Oenan is the ‘only place where a young officer
can pul inlo practice the traming he has receiv-

the stremgthening of Your Highness's Army, Her
Majesiy's Governmant will absg, of Your Highness"s
poquest, make uvallable repular olTicens on second-
ment fpoan the British Army, wive wiidl, whide serving
in the Saltanaie, form nn mivgral past of ¥Your High-
miss’s Armed Foroes'. The British also agrecd fo
peowide training Tacilitics snd do belp the Sultun build
an air (e,

MY TH OF "SECONDMENT"

Tosday the Oemani wrmy s based on this struchune.
All boqy porsts in e army wre ekl by British officens

secanded from the Bnitish army ibe Defence Minisior,

This pattially concealed British mbitary presence
{5 Ui coge of the Ormanl army, which since the earty
1960 has grown from 5,000 to abeud 10,008 0 total
slrvmprh. But For domestie and international nasos
the Dritish ane relectant 1o commil mone han 2 certain
pumber of troops e Oinan, Moreower, al'ler oves-
throwbng Siltar Said and installing his son Qahus in
his ploce in 1970, they decided that e beit way to
lopitimise the new niles was to involve other Aral
shafis,

This bed b the serival shortly alterwards of
sewetsl Jordanian inpelligenee officers, spevialising
in Lortsre and (5 appeals o the “Elamic ' sentiments

k 1 o - — e
Commanderin-Chicl of e Army, Head of Inkdlgence,  of the populalion sgainst the ‘infidels” of the Popalar

ed at Sandhurst and Mons', In terms of the

Commander of the Air Forco and soon ase all officials

global strztegy of imperialism, it is 1he only of tle= British State. Aveerding bo official Britlsh figr-

pla-l;.l: oulside lreland where e YOUNQE repress
swve cadre of the Brirish State can implemeni
and perfect their lechnigues,

The Hritish military prosesce im Oman began during
the Mapoleonic Wers ond was gaven pormanenl Toam i
the LET0s British mivevention was hased on the skrak
egic moed o defend the client Sulens of Mussil an
e Omeni const - both agabaid fedel ribes in the
mberior el aguinst rval imperialisl powors--as a mean
of defending British in eresis in 16d iy, ond prodomin
anlly |sidian croops sere o,

Hapieswer @ wericas @prising m the Dman micrsae
duping Workd War | forced the British fo dig in arosnd
Suscal [ 1920 the BritkdeoiMcend Misscut Levy
Corps was s up, hated on e local Arsh tribws amd
recrails from impovertdied areas of Bahichson Dnow
part of Pakigtan) acooss fhi: sca,

OIL COMPANIES

Durmg Workd War I military infooeen bon wenl @
stagn furthes: the British fomt thal Rosmmel woald con
uer Egypt led them (o build o siring of hases through
Oemiral Afrea, and the link with 1o ' la woear hrough
Ckman, where Tour aerfislds were buill—at Salals,
Masgrah Island, Azaiban, and Muscat Thoagh hardly
wsed at the time, they later proved very useful whan
the Erivason of ineer Omian by the ol cornjanics lsd
to 3 Tulkscake upewing which leséml fram 1955 do
1554, Several humdeed Briliss irusnps were send in
wrd e Sulton’s army was &% pasided

The Beitash, sealsing that provious armangsitesnis
were nadequate, then sl 8 Dew agrecmend with
the Saltan: undee an "Eschang: of Letiers” in July
1SR, the British ssieed ' re e tendd ssislunce dowards

on, abuni | MM secondod olTiccrs were senving in the
Sultan’s Anmed orocs (SAF b &nd Sublan of Oumen s

air Pomce (508 F 1 in 0973, B L this Tigire understales

dhe real situntion, fst as the myths of “secondmicnt’
bry. bo ki e foct that the Dmand ‘srmy” and the
gerwernmen Lod the Silmasic ae in mality itk maore
tham ex iensions of the British Staie,

Thu rezl figaces are mude up of e “sconded”
oflheers nhus sevemi other cateponies, Fiml, thoo ane

b conbraet’ (b mepcenary booflicer, former memsbors
of tho Britedi armed fonoes working for the Soltan and

Farmully not parl of the British Statc apparatus,
althemgh they ure abem i as mbependent of it s the
LS army™s "eiwvilein advisers’ m Indoching. Secondly,
these are British Torccs nof afficially “seoondd” bai
galy “traindsg', A i0-man British Apmy Tmiming
Team mudc o of members of tho 345 countep
insirpency megiment was clammed o be not o active
serviee (gt apsly truining; however, the British ssd
that *if Tircd upon they would defond themsehes’,
gl they were seoking realistie maining sibonibons’,
In o | they wore sn offensnec military wisld,

Thimdly, thone ane: Baitish persannch alfepadly not
i action at paly. ‘defending the Salaly" hase: mem-
hers of the speacial  defensive wmil, the RAY Regsmend,
they are again Toomally excluded but in reality
included in the milicary apparatus of the Eritish
Srate in Oman. Finally {amd most namenous) hees
are Uhe Beivid military persomndd pot dipcetiy deploy-
¢ bn the combat arca of soushern Cman, Dhofar,
Such are e BAF personnel on (bs Sl base of
Masirnb- sinve SAF 2l S0AF make unim pedied o
of thee Tucdlties, the distmetion has no pess rical
sigmificanuo.

Save the life of
Salvador Puig

L['h_ru vears alter the Burgos (rials, comrade

Salvador Puig Antich has been senlenced to
eath by the courts of the Franca regime

Salvador Puig, & militant anarchist belongimy
to the MIL { Movimiento [berico de Liberac lon—
Lpanish Liberation Movemenl |, was accosed ol
Weilling a podiceman of the special Brigade who
was ahoul toarcest him, Puig had aleeady been
woimded by a bullel in the jaw when le shot
ihe policeman; The military dostar wha
examined him upon his arrest matiniained thai
Puig was nof in his noroal state of monsd after
receiving Lhis wound,

The denth seotence on Salvacdor Puig is the
most serkous development so far in 2 whale
series of pepressive sctivns carried out by the
reglme in the last few months, Others include
the savage jnil sentences of 1210 years im posed
on the Carabanchel 10 Cor their trade uniom
siivity; the imprisonment of 16 comrades of
the LCR | Liga Comuista Revoluciondria—
Bevolutionary Communist League), supporiérs
of the Fourth Tntemational; and the arvest ol
100 members of e Caralan Assembly.

This bs the only policy the regime has Lo
coumter the escalating struggles in Spain. The
hoyenatt of the slectiong to the Staterun trade
unions was [ollowed by the sirike at SEAT (the
largest car factory in Spain) in Barcelona, the
genersl strike in Vign and El Ferral in Galiciu;
the tremend ous upsurge at Sam Adrian del
Besos in Barcelona nfier e minrder of 2 hald-
ing worker hy police: and finally the peresal
strike last Juns in Famplooa,

The response of the regime has simply been
to giep up the repression, Lo June came the
appoiniment of Carrero Blanes s prime
mimigter; in September the dismisol of
majority of the ‘libernl’ (pus Dei members
of the Caliinet; imd now the choice of Ariss
Mayarro b replace Carsero Blaneo, Arias has
inherited the nickname ‘Butcher of Malupa’
from the time of the Civil War, and iz.alsoa

{ former chief of police. His uppevin Lment in-

dicates that Franeo i@ velying increasingly
henvily on his ooe solld asser—the police and
the army—ta block the escalation of 1he moss
siruigle.

Ihe fuse of inceraationsl salichority will
Solvador Paig andd ihe Carabaocliel 10 has
already been lic in violent confronialions
between 2000 demonsmatoms and pakice
privtes ting the Spansh consolate in Toulowse;
in rhe pocupotion of the Spanish condalare in
Bruwels: and in ofther confronintiong elweety
the families of Busque refupees and the police
in Bavouoe, The coming weeks musi see ils
worbd-wide ex tenzion in the figh) to free the
Caexbonchel 10 and hase the deaih sentence an
1Fwiy Cammiprinided.

ST elsfremn o T SRl FARIER . {0
wh el gl fe rfers, reraldieny o f protedd e
sfaedd e memr, i85 29 Belormny Noldire,
ondon SWEY S04,
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Fromi, Saadi monoy was also funnelled in, amd 3one:
Saudi oflieers pasd 2t leasl emporary visits bo the
combat zone, Pakismn, which provides most of the
pilots for the Soudi, Kuswalti and Ahu Dhiabi ai
farces, alio stapied to provids militsry personoel Lo
alficer the AR, India, meanwhile, began to teakn the
nen Dmanl navy, Finally ban, the pew gusrdian of
capitalizm in the Gull, sent Bundrods off ol mber-
msuepeney helicopler petsonnel into Dhofar 1o kack
i the Shub's boast that fran will nol tolerate “sub-
versoa' on the Arah side of the Gull,

This use of dilTeeent kinds af local sipport con be
seem in Dwo ways: 25 a conlinuaton of the old 19th
century wee al “native’ treops o make up for the lack
of British (roops; and as a wergdon of the imperialisi
sirategy exemplificd i 'Vietnamisation®, whese the
direct use of imperialist troops is ayolded becawe of
ihe pomible political consequences, both in the
comumniry wnder attack and in the imperialig countny
itseld, This latier aspect of the probiem also has e
advantage thit some of the other states in the region
ire implcated in he specific represdon: e wee of
Korean, Australian and New Feabmd persoonel in
Wictnam follewed & stmilar peitern,

COUNTER-INSURGENCY

eerall’ British strntegy in Dhodar can also ke
coem ux @ miehire al ald ard new style counbes-
man rpaned, The ceniral metic ueed is thut of
trvimg Lo smash Lhe liberated apeis by (a) cuttmg
e supply lines; (b destroying their food somins—
catilbe, wheal, g (e b killing o1 sermorising members
of the cwilian papulztion unit] fhey are propamd o
e reseitlesd ', i driven oo eoncEREGIERD Caites
under peveramient cantrel 10 coantemparacy angon.
thiz invalves “splitting thepeop ke tran e hard care?,
the 'core’ heing nssnmed to be vommanisls’ seome
hevw sepasade Trome the nabkee poplation

his policy has, howeser, anpther side. wodec Uie
pre bence ol o lilig the peopie and purting prossury
om The “coge”, apabicy of annihilrtion is being caired
o, Willapes hpvs been burnt doon, wells Blawo up,
archimals Killed, craps bumi fiom she proand and Trom
the nir; while long-renge artilbery hanbasdment at
“aappzcad rebel prens' faifils o similar fonclion,

T s 41 wir poseer Conned the basis of Brilish
codoai! ronlzal i I, South Yenzen, and Somalixg
sl 178 im poriace in the armaury ol impeiiakis
Gictleians has most deomaticely-been shoan by the
Aracricans in ¥Vietnom, In Dholr, als pewer is ased
Farg pecamniissance, Fying aspplics Lo au Grosrs, pomi
ing gaverilld aneas, ond Lactizal Sappest o SAF pasl-
jons aniber Viee. The basis ol ik Copes arz 15 orsa
ke master BAC-167 fpheer jets, backed by franspord
plzies Oy ven, Casihou, ¥iseoant) and halivaplars
Phiesie s Moeen by RAF personne] plod some mercens
aries, and are sereiced by Adrsark Lid

o September —mrconpalsances is impossible becmse
ol ik thick cloud that overhangs the Bolar inoun-
twing, But it is not inconcerabie, though never admit-
ted, that in other periods U5 spy satedlites have been
i) to phatogrph ihe acea for addificnel recoanair
mnct makerial.

Another key aspoct of British counter-ing g ooy
is 'prychologicsl warfare’. Salela tadio and Jenfleis
denpped over poecrills aieds sppeal to the population
ta ssrmeodes, tell them af people who wre allsged Lo
have done sa, threates thens with dsath wilth pwhires
of graves marked “This One s Far You®, and 5o an A
agimcant stream of propagaoda ells ol the word roues
daings of the new Suliun,

For thase: whe are captursd, a different kind of
pavehnlogical war lics n slore: modern interoog lon

es, sleep deptivation, snd mental termare. This set ab
i fetligence technigues was develaped by (he British
in ihe sving of colenial wars after P84S Jand has naw
ween well docwmen ed in Irelund.

The ideclogy of Lhe British persorins] in Oman
siiirsitsarizes the nature af the war chers: since a
majarily af the porsodned an: alficers. ar in the
spocial elice regemends like the 3AS, ther: is none of
that proletatian ey icism which g marked the
presence of the Aritish army in atber colondal ancas
Heme thei: daminan b worldbvics 15 Sandhu et ants
cammanism, itsell a medivy of dnams of Empicg

fight Commanist apgression’, "Hhey started il wee didin
an: coEmon justiications

Ihere tf alsa o persond? aspecl, derived Drom e
canlémparary conlmc Hea ar the Brivsh erey: Bihnfa
pifers & kind ol expericnce for the bdliperen] Souny

v awn shva”, the jobis the park’, gnc “obe only
nbaece i fwe world whiees an Enplishman s 5600 cilied
AR, e heen guoded as sabjecime agpels of
thi: moelralions of Broogd: afheers

Famglemerntal to the continbed preseoice o Ooan
iol thee Bratish army 12 e indifference of the British

of imperiabist surs, Toreme e weeeszacy wleological
Lackdrop Lo e Omani iarsnention, B things an
begtiniap 1o chunge nowowith fle: impaet of the war
i Iredand, tie Haerhrow manoeuvres She Phreatsned
nse af raops 2s dzikebeeake e, and 5o on. Exposing 1

tinl pard o déepening thivprooes el ancers g oy
the seba bionship Deigeee s St and i armed baslis
ar mes,

methads, Inchiding the wie: of dopnientabion ochmigu-

anil wisdern eoupier-nseigency, Hefping the Sullan to

1-Ir

T

imiperizlisls fhat camnot be ronnd cleewhen:, ' Banning

working ciass meoesmen! Lo this war The aagane ovim-
pliciy of the Brirish pepratinrion, o peodact of centirive

{1

il aties af the British apmy fn Dipar wall beoan essen-

=

Aucruse of e intensity of guareilly fee chey e,
Bomwceer, had to limis Ui scrivitiss: bolicoprers mow
fhe -k aronpnd -9 00 Tee b - 50600 Frect abewe the moiee
Lalirs—nnd the shar-ranpe Skvean transgroct planes
are only able toland Torvery hriel pardods ot the

e Gl Badledie 5 svafabie, pree 10 g, S
Tiee i Copimirtes, ofn ICDF, & Brdaaian Sreoes
fangon B

|

adepe il pirstrips, Throuphour the miny seasar - lane

B

Guarrillas of the Popular Front for the Liberation of the Occupied Arab Gulf — they are steadily
gaining ground daspite all the technigues of counter-insurgency employed by the British army
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lsraeli elections sh

Z' .

The large number of parties and blocs contes-
fing the Isrsell pariamentary elections together
with the intensity ol the campaign thetoric
tended io give the impression thet hasic ques
tions of policy were ol siake , wond that dee ehec-
tion"s patcame would have a big effect on the
Geneva negotiations.

Bul in fact, the plethora of parties results
from a pecubiarity of the fionel movement
rather than from a vast number of counter-
posed political ideas. Mearly all the parties
are Eiomist, thal 1s, commailed to prese r'rillg
the lsreeli Stats as the ‘ingatherer’ of @ mythical
‘world Jewish nation.” None of the major par-
ties favours restoration of the national rights
of the Arabs of Palestine. none favours retur-
ning the femitores conquersd in 1967 to the
Arabs; none favours beaking with US imperial-
B,

The results of the slection were not sarprising. The
carreni uling bloc, which won 46.2% of the vote n
i 1969 elections, dropped to 39.94%. The major right-
wing opposition blos imcriased (18 share of (he vole
from 15.90% to 17.4% The mling Labowr-Mapam
caalition sallensl 2 loss of The sweats. whic the Likuid
oppositien pcked op sight

Golda Meir's Labour Party, which pressaily coni-
rols the cabimet in a bloo with the National Beligioas
Party amd the Independent Liberal Party, will retain
its conftrol. although the two minor coalifion paries
ar= expecied bo pres for o few mors ministerial posis
in the pew cabimet, 5o the right wing’s push to oast
the Labour Farty regime failsd.

Bat there were also pon-Zionist parties ninning in
the ehactioms. And the increassd voie for the |argest of
these, Rakah, s far more signdflcant than the ghills
within the Zionist camp, This becomes clesr with o
cursory look al the realdivisons among the Lol
parties and blocs.

THE ZIONIST CONTENDERS

All Lionisl parties in lsael mre mombers of the
Jewiih Agency, the organizationsl backhone af the
Zionist movemen L The mooey cabsed cach year by
ilsis o efki (it exceeds §100 million) is wsed to finence
all Zioonest acisvibien, includ mg the & vilics of the
Lioamt parties in (smel. The dastribu tion of funds
allows partied thal would oferwise fall apart for lsck
af support wnd membership 1o o an functicsing,
running candidates, blocking with sther parties, amd
In penccal madn Lalning & Congtant sergEs far increas
img their shares of the handou . The sase with which
partiss cam altain funding sl partdy explaing the
virong iendemcy of lsmeli parties to splil over seeming-
Iy trilling issuos

The slections o tke | Mt parlmment, the
Eossiel, sre nosmally ekl overy fouar yeard, The vole
is by nationsl lists, amd seats are apportioned amosg
Gl Lty oo (i badils of proportional repretentation
on & coantrywide scake, Lists recedring less than 1%
of b wole ang chiminaiad Foem the Knesscl

The 1973 Enesset elections, which were held on
31 Decembaer, were confestad by fweniy-thiee list
Somu lisls weie presented by single parties, olhers by
hocs (O the Zionist lists, the most impartant were
4170 H

L. The Masrakh {Workers Fromf) bloc, Maarakh,
which & tuzlly means “alignme T st itsalf the
workers front becaase it B composed of parties clalm-
ing €0 b sc:imlast, [T Was 190 madn compooen s, i
Labour Party (the party of Colda Medr & Co) and
Mapam.

The Lehour Party igifseld & product of & 1969
fusion al theee components: Mapai, Achdul Haoodah,
and Kaofil. Mopai is historically the main pany of the
Zionist colondsalion ol Palestine, Founded by David
Ben Guriom, if has always controlled the Jewrish
Agency and the Histndrl irde wodon federation,
the tweo moat powerful apencies of Zionise, [0 has
conssquently always been the dominant fomce in
Ihe: Leovermmsent.

Mazpam, formed in the 19405, is the Jofi wing of
1 Flondag keft arad the second-langedt pasty in lemel
1t supporied baodh ihe 1956 mvaston of Egypl and the
Jume 1967 appreicion. B joined the 1967 “national
wnity" government, and its memhbers have been ins

ow growth of antt-

For thas voters in tha lsrael slections (oinirs], thi choics betwesn Gobdn Mair (laft) and Mamnseham Begin of the Liud opposstion (right) invabed no bl qusstiong

tnimental in seitling the werritores occupied since
then, lis mein pole in ismeli politics is to doum ap
imtermational leftist sapport fol sl

1, The Likud bioc, Lild wes constituied shortly
before ihe Ocbober War ander the leadershap of
General Ackel Shaton, who during the Ootober War
commanded the brueli troops that broke through to
the wesl bank of ihe Suce Canal, Like Maamich, it
represenis o bloo of hlocs.

The Gahad blos (s the dominant component, Gahal
is an allmnice af the Heral Party, which was forimd im
1948 ax the kgal cover of the gangsters of the Irgan
{coganisers of the Dede Wassin mhassacie), and the
Liberal Party, o 1961 creation formed of 2 anbos of
right-wing Fionists. The other members of tbe Likusd
ane e Free Centre Pary, founded in 1967 by a
faction thal opposed Herut from the dght, and the:

Lher Bneseed chocison was how 00 U Lkise he claction
to capitalise on those opportenities, The members
of the Israsli Socialist Organdsatlion (Maizpen-Marcisg),
lerecll sapporters of the Foorth Intesnational, decided
o da this by gving critical sipporl io the candidales
of the Rakak Communlst Party,

Rpkah is the prodact of a 1965 split m the Ereeli
Commumist Party. In that yeasr o Factbon of the
P, which retained the party's official name, Moki,
fmally resalved io jettison il an i Zionism in a bid
for respeciabilicy. Maki ebjects to identifying lurasl s
am ally of imperkalism, and considers any cridigue of
Eionism mrrebvant [t describes the 1967 war as a Oghi
for laraedl supsival, The membership of Maki is nearly
all Jewish, and it has virmally disappeared s 5 political
forcs in sl

Rakoh Emw oud of the CF faction that refused o
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FT'hcn: were also non-Zionist parties running in the elections. And the increased vote

for the largest of these, Rakah, is far more significant than the shifts within the
Zionist camp . . . The big Rakah vote and the huge abstention rate in Arab Jerusalem
reflect a rise in the anti-Zionist confidence of the Arabs, brought on by the October

War."

Mational List, which is composed of thos: memburs
of Rafi who refised o participate in the reunification
with Mapadi

SECONDARY ISSUES

Despite the facl that the election campaign was
viry bitterly fought between Masmakh and Likood, the
dillerences between them are of secondary impoe-
tance. Likmd"s main stogan was 'not one inch’, meaning
that the Isrwedi stace should reburmn none of e coniga-
oo wermlories to the ﬁ.ﬂtl COUREOcE, not &ven In ex-
change for & ‘pesce”’ agreement. The Likud parbies
beedomg b the “lecritoriali=c’ wing of the Llonsn move-
ment: the section of Zionism thot favours grahbing
as much Land as possible, regandbes of the number of
Arabs consequenthy added to the population of the
liraell etate.

Mamrakh, on the odber land, has declared e willing-
mans 40 makes modest temritorial concessions (o the
Arab itates in exchanpe for aserdement. Tt insists,
howewver, on meintsining control of the Galan Hedghis
Arab Fenisalem, most o the Weel Bank, and parts of
Sinas,

Lo addition (o Maarakh asd Likud, (heie weie
seversl other Zionist parties and hlocs presenting lisis
im ihe clectons Among (ess were Maarakh's coalition
pariners- the Mationsl Religious Party and the [Indep
endeil Libetal Fardy.

‘The fundamental division in Tsraeli pelimcs s o
bebween lefi’ and ‘right’ Fiomists bu i betwesn Lionlsta
ardd ant-Fionksrs, More important than the Moo
L b il pelative strength of the ‘doves” and ‘hawks®
i the Enesest is the [act that the Celober 'War has
penerated an unpresdented process af palitical
uestioning within the Ll popilaticn, While popu-
kar dispust with the MeirDayan negeme may Lo
amly bodater the barpainiae powes of the night, the
e deep-gaing effects of the Octoher War will
creale new opporiumitics for the prowth of o
e tionary anti-Tiomisl movemuenl

The problem [acing the Bstacl v ok Tionises

e T
fallow Maki into the camp of Zionlsm. s membership
iz glnost totally Amb, In fact, it & the only political
paxty im Israed wilh & mass bas: among the Arabs. 1T
wag the ooty party with Knessel represeniation that
oppossd the 1967 war.

Rakah was and remains a Stalimist parey. [1 aims
il b the overtheow of e Bionkst State but at the
formation of o ‘progresseve’ bloc that can limil the
o bratal agpecits of the Ereeli naling clas’s policies,
But the combinstion of Kakah’s i Lo dhe Sowier
hureauaracy snd its moss hose amang the Amb
population of liracl forees the regime ooty to Bodace
it, restrict its right to fonction, and armest ils membens
HRakah i+ thus contimagusly pressed mto opposition to
the ruling class. AL (he same Hime, b oeder to main
taim ils Arab base, Rakab is compelled (o debend thic
Arabs aginst vicrimizaton by the Srate.

Rakeh is noi a revedationary parly, Boi neitbes
{8 it a Llondst party, That B what separates it from all
the ther large lsraeli political formadions,

TROTSKYIST ATTITUDE

While Rakah contipmes to command the aflegionces
of masses of “Isracli’ Arabe, dEconténl with the relos-
mist palicy of the Rakah Eadership hos created an
ppposition within the parly. In (b pasl @everal Years
that apposition has broadened, Im an article puhlished
in the Augosl 1977 wsoe of Marzper-Marelsr, A Sald
caplained the pititade of the Breeli Troskyises
towards Fakah members as il relades to MaEpoo-
Marxist's ehection policy;

'The treschery thal bax been mandbesied in
Maoscaw's pallcles in peesnt vears and Rakah's
driftinp nlang afier the Kremlin, along with the appesar-
ance af a mvalulionary nuchews potling lors'and &
Lenindsd political progeanme aid Hoe, have intensified
the process af alerting and awakening that & poing on
arnong Rakih's menibers and supporbers An indica-
ticn of this is Rakoh™s aiioacks on Trodsky ism and on
whal the keadegship calls uleraleftism’, and the dis
ciplinary muasires {such ax sxpulsion from ‘the party )
takezn agsnst critical elements

“But we must not deceme oursehres. There = still
a long way 10 o befone 0 will be possibbe for a
revolutionery srganisation o offer these groops o
realitic siemmative by gaining e confidenc of
ionsiterable wetions of the working class and the
mieiligentsia,

“‘In o opinion, participation in the elections
through an independent slate in the current elections
e ol serve this task IF we o shesd with sach a
siep, we will gain the support ondy of a by, Hmited
prowp, while oo the grest majoclty of proopes and
indiriduals who are catical of Rakshs ref crmism -
and e nov ol oERey wdmmuu recait them
to its ranks—sach a step wonkd he considemed snti-
canmmindst” and ‘sdventurisr’. Thess leanents woald
theo be driven back into the orms of Stalinism . .,

‘1t 1s eviideat from these conshdesations that th
pasition of Matzpes-Marxist is the call to ssppart
Rakah critically in the sighilh Enosscl elscliond, a
ipport accompandsd by exhuative politicnl crticesm
amd refusal to tooe down our crilique of Sialinism
and itz peformist pracices, coupled with & campaign
againsd parliamemtary and reformist illnsiors in
peneval,’

INCREASED VOTE

The edection resulis fully confirmed #he Motz pen-
Marwist vetbmate of Bakahk's contlmued strength among
the Arab pogpulntion, *Arah lists afflEaced to the Labhour
Party bost vobes {Arch Labour dupsl bies deapped from
four aeats (o thees) while the pro-Soviec Commomst
Party, Bakah, the majarity «f whose members ane
Arab, ncreassd i3 vote by 8% epogied the §
Jampary = Morde, Rakah™s advances were especially
marked ln Mazareth, e lamgeet Arab clty in Tsmel,
where Rakoh gor 5%% cf the vale, as compared Lo
7% Ln 19649, I thve municipsl elections, sthich wers
heeld alang with the Knessel ehections, Rakah won e
maynraly of Nozaeth

Opposltion to e Slonlst state wad aleo manilsied
in Arah Jenasiem. The Jeaders of the Falestindan raais-
tance movement urged the people to boyeott the elec-
lion in protesd againet lnel's annexation of Areb
Terusalem, The ahstenion s was BE% wilh less
tan hakf as many Arabs voding a3in 19649,

Adter ihe elections, the leaders of Rakal toak
pains 4o ingat that thew party in no woy intended tex
vhallenge the existenes of fhe Zionist 3tate, and
demied thot the large Raksh vote represenbed anii-
Lhomlet senchipent an the part of tie *lsraeli' Atahs
Notwithsanding (he Stalinist leaders® dalmz, howeass
the big CP wode and the huge abstendion mte in Arah
Tenussilemn reflect nodbing el but o sl I the ant-
Fionist confidence of the Arahs, brought on by the
Oeloher War,

Thas strengrhenimg of anti-Finnism amang the
Arabs in Brael, along wilk tbe mopd of mimpant
insecutinye and politiosl questioning developing amang
[sroeli-Tewish yowth, is far more i.|11'pn:|rtau.|: Lar the
v al the Aral East than tee shifilog padismentan:
talance of forces heeween Ziomét “hawks™ and “doyes”
e

10N ROTHSCHILD

Trotsk_yist
campaign
finds good
response

The comrodes of Matzpen-bar i3, faraal Sidortars
af tha Fowrth fnternatiomad, distriboted T 00 el
ftr ey the slactipn perled, Those axplained the
growgs rassovis Moy owiig o PNcal siduw T 10 rhe Rpkak

P izt and met with & wiry Trrouvafua Sepmamas,
particinan’y from rapk aad-fie OF membere. Amony
Bhe pumER fhe arier maae dene”

"For tho waorking closs, the beic questicons wdll nat
b ducidad by tha Kneeset--but in de streets, in the
Fuctoriss, and on the sstetes, Thay will ba decidod
Ivy the struggs for o real class-struagle rade uvion, snd
by the construction of & workers' Mdalutionary party.

Tha only scdution to the problems of the workinig
cliss. i the joanT rsgghs of Jawsh i Arab workers
. - Tor the direct power of the working massss and the
arpinip geasants in cowneils (sovietsl, the most
consistent and radiol form of demisdracy © wirkarg”
o raey,

“Tha probrlems of all the workbing meses af tha
raglan will find na salulion axcept through the
ravodutionary struggle sgeinst imperislism and il
aginii—Z@iniem and the Arah ruling dasses— for
the socislist myvolution throughout the regeon, which
will puit an and onos and Tor all io mational oppression
ared soeial oxploftation; o revolution which will give
irth 1 tha United Socialin Stai af the Analy East ..

"Bt im mpite of thie, one cannd? shetadn in tha
alactionsl Absiantion woukd strongthen the maling
parties and the bourgeodsie. |t ecisery o fmake
uisd of tha sections precisaly to express opposition
to Zlonis ideclogy snd palicy,

“Ginky ane parky is mod Ui 1o 1he ruling class ol
its sgertte of tha right and the left, and should be
supported; That is the new Commumist list: Rakosh ..,

Win, 1ha Troiskyists, have deep disagmamonts with
Aalah . . . For exsmpla, Raksh sipports withaowt army
e Frations the Saviat Union's pol icy of pascaful co-
exigtaiics, W ara vialenily apposad to this policy
because it is caunier-ravahutionary, It isa polioy which
aaceilic the des struggle 3nd the ravelutiohay war
of the Bgap ik pesnplat an the altar of detents”
baiween the SoviT burestucroey and A msrican imper
allizen .

'Rakah has a raformist programme, a cencapticon ol
thie rewaluiion bry stages, & policy of allisnces botwesn
the clemes, snd thd #lluskan that scialism can be
schatvnd paacsiully, step by shap.

e comdesnn this political approach, and say that

tha bourgeosss will not hand TUDT pEwEr welurrtarify,
and will nat sarrandar (i diog priviioges follosing a
demoeratic changs n parliament; but thet socislism
will only be achisved through a rovodution which
alsolishes the apparatus of the bowrgeon Stets,

“Finhiah gays that It & possiisla to abimin paaos and
oecida the Arab-lsroeli conflict an the bkeiis of UN
Sepurity Coumcil Aesalution 242, We @y that this is
an iMusion, and a3 dangerous mistake. Thers canba
o paace on The bass al an agreamant batwoon the
Isip powsrs, an agreamant which recogriises. tha
muistencs of the State of lueal and the bourgeais
Arab rogimes; an sgresment mads on the becks of the
Pulestimian Arsbi . , .

'Hosssewar, it is not thosy questions which ameat
stuks in Thesa alections, Tha problom is to know how
to sxpress, thrcugh Tha aleciiom, the graatest poasiisk
opposition 1o Zlonkgt polisy,

e sy theee is only ofes iy @ 19 vole Tor Rekeh,
2 party wihich s nafthar 2 lomsist nor bowngsoi.

MATZPEN - MARXIST

Aed Weakly IS5 Jonuary 1874 Poge &



HE viciows sntentes
meted ot to the building
workers on iral in Shrews-
biary and the jolnt police-
army operations of Heath-
FOW AFE W0 Tecent cvents
thai offer a praphic
warning of the preparat-
ions being made by lhl::mll:ﬁg| class io meel any
challenge to thewr power,

The retormist view of capatalisi society sees it
moving steadily towards greater and greater
‘democracy, eveniually to culminsie in &
gradiml iransition Lo sociabsm. In G, as Mars-
isis point oul, capidahist society is headed in the
oppogie direcilon: not towards the exrension
of bourgeots demoaacy, but its ooiirmaal
ETIII,

MONOPOLY CAPITALISM

Conbided sl one ex pimpie —ihe cote of politx-al
refugesd. Throughout the 191h and eardy 20th
cenbides (he Britkih mifiog class allowed sl Car
from harmibess men a5 Marg and Lenin 1o Bee hare
willbotl danathae, Todsy they will et even let
Bertrund Russell's secretary Ralph. Schoonaman, or
i Lrman sendent with pan of iz binin #08 away
Budy Dubschike , remadn 1 fhe countrd. On o more
pedical s level, bagharic developments like Fascinin gid
the war in Wictnam ¢ all producie of madern
caprialiam,

I'hose TiFees weithin our soceely Ehat work o
umdermine bourgems democmcy are nof jivs secoodary
lestures noc are they exclisively the offspring of old
Faalviomed and ourmodid sectars of The mallise closs
Cm ibe comimry, Lhe decbine of bourgeoss demnenicy
and the emergence of the ‘vrang stele” | 3 sinte which,
without tobslly abandoning the treppings of bhourgeols
democrxey - ¢l tion, Parliamenl, o - resorls mare
sndd more Lo repressde meissres and relies ol the
admimistrative maching (0 carry them out) & a produc
of the central features af present day caprtalism, This
can b san tiv the Dact dhisr afthough praciically no
major European country- Goed a-serious revokaticnary
thecal in (he 20 vesrs Berwesn 948 mnd [HE, (ha
whaole period savw an ai lirst slow, and 1hen more
rugnel, usdediminang of Borirpeods democtacy.

The reason Tor this i sample. In the ninetsenth
centusy capialism com il o petkin withedst the conlins-
ol and dizect intervenion of the state i the economy
Toaday 1his ip Wnpoisible, Oaly (he stale podséises
the colossml sconomic resources necessry 10 guarantes
Elee paod s, Bring aboul the mengee, asd fimEnce the

E'r.nllu lpmll sarvices in Britain. 11 reveals that betwean 30 1o 40 extra C1A men have besn drafied
into Britsin, Apparently,

'many of them are experts skilled
— 4n the use of advanced surveillan-
ce techniques’',

The alm of their being sent i

'to gather information on so-call=-
- ed "subversive elements" operating
- within the trade union movement',

Seamingly this is not a new development. Miles Copaland, formar senior CLA sgent and ‘expert’
in intelligence matters is quoted as saying:

. 'There is no doubt at all that it

" (the CIA) has agents operating in-
side the British labour unions,
but it is unlikely they would ever
be found out. They would be Brit-
ish nationals recruited by CIA
case officers.!

Mozt of the information they gain is apparently handed back through ‘normal channels” 1o
British intedligenca,

l'-nllh:l ornd RrooEs n conmb ined nur:h at Huﬂm-—ldﬂb.rlu lan-ur of s, ays Lm'd A.rrlrl
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BAbove: Emurul E'.-uruld:lm hulm = mlh hltn-n-:

in T8 — nipr oncA agasn 3 mass recrujting drive for
Speeials hag bean launchod.
Left: Police chief Aobert Mark

As the crisis of capitalism steadily worsens,
ROGER SMITH explains howthe

repressive apparatus of the State is forced
to intervene more and more directly in all

aspects of the class struggle

researcl of fhe hopge caplialisn moncpoliea, Rimilarly,
Bscanse af the growing straggple of the working class,
the slate. the representate of the chpicaliat class s

a whole, 18 forosd mare and mere to intenens direcily
o sepparl indidiboal caplitalicts apains ibeie workers.
The Industrial Relations &ct, the imcomes palicies
und sa on are all part of fils end. The functiening
of the capitatist class in the ecanomic feld and the

ac lions of the siate tus deas ever cloger. 1615 out of
this process that the trend to the strang stalewmerges.

EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENTS

Although the endency Lo a SIEONE $IREC homs existed
for several decades, it is qoits clear thal the econom s
crisis anl e rise ol working ¢lass serugghes since
1968 have coormessly siceded ap this developmnt
We zan see this most ciearly on the followng [ronta

1. The use of speciad politienl® laws with an apenly
repressive characier, A typical sccample of s i ohe
'Loa anti-cosseur” passed in April 1970 in France, This
makes keaders of a politicnl orpanization respomsshie
far amy 2cl commitied by thelr members mpardless of
whiether the leaders were involved in il arnad, It was
Tor example e bw usid o areest and hold Trotskoyist
leader Alain Krivine Tt carries a ve vear prisan
seatenee. 1o lialy last asmmee the cepire-dght coalivian
of Andreotti possed o e permilling the arrest of “any
pooson wha, by his eonyrortment, may be assamed 0
he enpeged i illegal sctivities”. 1o olher words Ois
police can areeat anpone they ke, The nexe cofch in
this law, o very oeat one. is that andone 3o drreiied
may b eld witheur charge or tral for fourdovs. In
Italy you are auiomatically sicked i you are absgir
froon waik for thies davs withoot being sick, sa the
liw giver the pofice compbebe pawer Lo pol any
milicant vigtimised. In Switzerband, ¥ou may be fined,
g wus the Trotskyisl paper L& Breche, for sap Img
ihal the bourpeoise explolls the working clean

In Britain of course the classic examples af this
develapmenis have been the Indusirial Relations Ao,
thevarious Immigration Acts (incloding the notorious
Pakistan Act which deprives Fakistands of votkapg and
trade unien rights) and ‘the use af the crnspirmey lows
Thes: Jatter Bave o wsed apddivst delah wtibingnts,
pelitical groaps, black militants and trade wnionikis
I the Sheewshiory case, They exn b nsed to gie un
lanited senteoces foreven The smalkst coknes pnd ape
mone the chief legal instrument of repressian. ALl this
in ki add Mion to exlating represshee lepisiation meh
25 the Emuergency Powers Act (1520) und the
Incitement to Disaffection Aot | 19340,

2. The banpoing of el wing organdsations and the
harassmient of thelr membore. Thiz has slpendy been
swun in Guermany with the hanning of the Macist KPD
and in Franee with the banning of the Trofskyisd
Ligue Communisle. In Britain we have seen nids on
varioua rewodu tionary orpanisasions and the recent
call vl a Tary MF Tor the proscribing al the Commun-
wt Party,

EMPLOYERS” FORCES

3. Thw dramaticstrengthening of privete employers™
pobice farces, in Belpium o Bill which wil allow
wmnpboyers [o we afeneld piands i being proposed. o
Franoe such o prvate padice foree shol deul o worker,
Piorne Creerrey, bop distribting lesflers at the Renault
fzctory, In Brtain the alaming grow th of argandsations

mach as Securicor shows o Smilar trend.

4, There i a growing codlaboration between the
[orcizs of the stade, the Fonsee of individuzl eoployers
#nil orgenisacions of the right, In France, dusing a
bk ai & Peupeot fecrony in Apell sl vear, daw
crminandn squads of the fur right Ceenmitize far
the Defence of the Republic attecked weorkers witls
irot bara, Bicycls chaing and axe baondks, The palice
flomd by and watched, Smmilarly at the Citroen
fectories the police hme allowed the thugs of the
Fascisd “untan’ ie CFT (o atlack wockers deleguies
with gas pistols, Fren mome menacingly i Ienby, spart
fromn the daily police cowes ups of Tascisl shooting:
and hombings and (ascist penetration of the sy, it
has beer revealed that in Piza, 5 militasy centre, the
lasists wers recaiving training frem the army, n
Britxin things have not yet reached the French, et
alone the liallan, scake bul the rend is quide clear.
The ise by Chrysler and the Sheffeld Worndng
Tiefegraph of thaje tooattsck packet lines and the
adhesion of the police in the fascist attack on rle
Manafield hosey mills picket Bme, show e shape

~:mmhﬁwm

a: regards the purpois of 1hl Heathrow army-podises

'I do not, inciden
for one moment tha
operation was loca
local only. Nor do
person 1 have met
deliberate and det
strength., The Arab
ed the excuse,

'Is it likely that
cars, machine guns
hundred troops are
bilised to deal wi
girls and some dan
seeking Arabs? I n

1The fact that the
to be extended to
the country is rev
a well planned exe
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Tha uniformed thigs of the Franch CRS rigt pelics, quits capsble of killing in the cours of their ‘dutisy’, In

of thimgs tocome,
RACISM

5, The close collsbaratsda between the sinie 2nd ihe
endreme Nghl on the issee-of mcism, In praatcally
every countyy, the slbance of tlato, (ascisds and
employern is most chosely fesed around thisoxis, n
France, the fascist Onfre Nouvesu 13 openly supporied
by the Focal prvermmenis of Nice and Marsciller, and
the police have made mo wftEmg U whatever (o stop the
wave: of killmgs of immigramt workers in southern
France, In Britain the House of Lords deciiion on
lilogil immigration kas given every fascist the pht
o hound and harry blacks with the ssppori of the
pollce

4, The swengthening of the: represiive apparatus
of the police. This is sma clearly in the infamous CR S
rod pality in France, These upilormed thgs, 8 traln-
=l in dol control and U wee of oma, = gule
capable of lodling in the conrse of their "datte’. 1Twe
e vialeste of ther repretson which ed 1o e
Tormation of barmcades and stneel Tighting and touchsd

e B T g T L e
sn 9 January, rather gave the game away
MELNTES !

lly, believe
the Heathrow
in purpose and
any sensible
» « It was a
mined show of
merely provid-

anks, armoured
nd several
ocing to be mo-
- a couple of
rous death-

n be your age,
emergency”" is
her parts of
ling, This is
ise,!
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itain the lrl'ﬁnrm of such an organisstion s to be found in the Gpecial Patrol Groups.

of [ the revolutionary movetsent in May 1964 in Frunce,
Na gther Wesl Emmopean “democracy' yet has such a
petiected weapon, et they ane all warking hard al it
In Ceerrany the socalled “anti-terrorist’ police, traimed
by the army, wre the nucheus of sich a Force. In
Eritain the embry oa of a CRS type orgenisation are

to be found in the Special Patrol Groups, who shol
thead two Pakistanis m London-last vear, amd in the
zrmy trained antipickel squads am now being farmed
in miany areas, Thess heavy suads, who have already
treen b dc bion dgaenst Hull dockers and workers af the
Footprint faciory in Sheffield, are a key chémont of
mling class strilegy. I is no sociden| that the First
meaaiey ancranced by the Governmsat alter the
deckuration of a State of Emerpency in the present
crisis was the formation of a national police co-arding.
limg cenire far ant-picket potion,

THE ARMY

The core of the power of the nuling.cleos i theamy,
This is not andy the bect trained god eqapped of any
mlmg elizs farée, but also the o2 which i mosi
vanelully swreensd idecloglcally and poditically. Fack
Woddea, i the Communist Parly pamphlet Tiore fo
Cherpe Cowrse, giees o perfect descemtion of the
amny {although he tocally fadls to draw ihe cormct
canclusiona from ()

“The uphobders of ibe cpablishment ane givan
alll ihe facilities they require o mould fhe minds of
the army e, (o foster anti-demooratic coneeglions
amdl Influence them o regand ehriling actwities for the
redfress of grievances o for changing onr sicedy as
dangeroiis eresies thal must be repressed by foree,
Al the stape dime, the members of the armed foroes
are denied democmitic foedoms, and are banned from
partivipating in nomal sctivities or belongleg 1o
trade uninms and poditical parties. The politics of
prdsed g Dhe sladys quo are dinned into e troops
every duy: ot the podities of working for progressive
chamge are digallowed’

This situztian of the army makes if the Tinal o
tament, ane the miling cless hunaangly lookes o,
Tar basking up the palice and athor vivil instruments
al mepression. Conservative ME Peier by, writing &
the Grandige on 17 Kesember, ratiee Tol G Gl ool
al 1he bag when talking of pickets. He wrote: 'Can
the potice il the oivil Paress abons cope? Might
there: el b (e necd far enlistine the oid of the
armid Forces oz an adju et 1o e el powsee? | .
There is rensons (o belivey that this probism has
vxurciad the minds of maiy policemen,’

Eyven enoes revialing ey thi views ol Tirigailier
lrarik Kitsoo- the man appeinted by s Hedlh
Gowernecnt o e key post of head of infankry
training: He is on recaid a8 halding i6at the Goeenr
meend magsk al o pregare anny Frces Tor sirike
hrvaking by setting up ‘specidlis indsklcals and
ugbts withen the srmy Loonable casen tal o il
ek (0 bo mambained fnothe evear of chkeiliens
bizing weabbe or wnwilling 1o maintain them

Even wope aminoasy he thinke that W g pencie
arih serians gEivedess aroso suclt as nagghl rosule Fram
4 signifcant drap in the stendard af Feieg, all Thoss

atuo s d fesipa e Dz probest ovar o wide varicdy
ol vausss mighl cormonbra by thedr cBorts aind gesslave
i tnakion Beyand e power of e palace Lo handle,

Shiould this happen, the army would be reguired 1o
restarg (hi position mpidly,”

A PROGRAMME OF ACTION

Al the fepds which have been autlmed =0 far
make il sbsolately imperative that the socials
and working cluss movement faked up as one of it
central tasks the struggle ugrinst the serong state,
Adrcmg Lhe maxin sinsggles ond demands which masl
be bmnched at present are

*Far the complole abolition of the Industrial
Eelations Acl, tbe Immigration Act, ihe Pakistan
Act, the Aliens Act, the Emengeocy Power Laws,

Itia necesaar o deprms the o |.IJI|2 wlass i dds clam
toa monapoly of vialenos,

*For the arganisation of selfdelence by e black
vammunity and Tor the boyoaott of the machiner: of
the Race Relations Act For black seborgandsatian in
the trade unbon and libour meemenl,

"Fog a wited front of sociabist and working closs
organisatians to deprive fascists of the right 1o crean
i3 and spread thelr mestgago. Follow the example of
i Edinburgh and Liverpood workere and shadents ams
prevent the fascists Feom moeiig

*Faur the dissolution of the Special Patrod Groups
and nnll-llnk': aqunds of the police and disarming of
Rt T A i e L Ly = e RS 8 E 1

':‘.:1-

|I'I cas8 Gy ane should feal that the armed forces might not be adacguate in copitalism's hour of
meed, Lord Arran recently sssured Evendng Meaws readers as follows:

'For yvour comfort and information
we have roughly some 170,000
troops in Britain and Dverseas
half of which are in this country
we have 15,500 troops in Northern
Ireland and 55,000 in Germany.
Quite a good total. Moreover, all
are volunteers and prnfesslunals.

'Add to this in land and Wales
some 95,000 policemen on attive
duty, most of whom have had weapon
training and can be armed in a
matter of hours. We may need every
one of them,?

the Incetement to Dizalfasoon AT, Topethier with
all mimtilar lawer, Dedunee ol afl thase accussd onider
them amd relense of all corwvicted umdes them.

"1 o theab-editon ol the Conspiracy Laws, the
ibebonoe aml rebease of oll miliconcs threntaimsd oF
Lo bed e thieny, o o o poalitical charpos.

In partiular, Tie peledse 'of the Stoke Newingion 5,
Irtsn palivicul priscnera mely &3 the Price sivleos arad
ton i relegse wnd drappine af all charges ogwinst the
Shrewshury 24,

Tar the dissolu tion of ali privaie employers'
pabios Forces orel nresanizations such s e ThC T,
Sk alissobhs Ran:La be paliced: and endorced by the
trogle u fidais,

*Far the ahalilion of all laws mitine pickering,

=Far thi armnisatkon of sl delvoos of picketi.

all metipns of the palice, This to be aperviesd eod
controlicd by gl organkztions of be woerking class

*For the banning by Lafhoar coarcils of the e
af Special Putral Groapeand ancbpicket squads in
Hrieir arneas,

"Full right ol trode union and politkal organiso:
ligm in the palice, incheding the right ro serke,

* WMo use af thi army bt induatrial ddspuies. Enud al’
all joint-areny-police exercises.and na army training of
the pobice. End of all armv exercises in chellan gndis

*Far sunilad Toni of all working clos ond socialk
isl-prganizations Tor the defence of ail orgenlsativne
of the working clais movemenL

“Far jsint ogreement by the argnndsafeons of the
reyahationnry left Foe 1k delence of thed awn
s lons,

Faf Weskly 25 January 1974 Page 7



AIDDEN FROM HISTOR Y —Sheils Rowbotham]
Pluto Press, £1.50 p paperback)

Shila Aol sy wirk i cerTeisly the fmOst sustein
w0l #ll=mpl so {ar published Lo place the srupgle of
sormen in Tthe comtext of the siruggle of the British
working-class, Tha baok oiwrs the experience of the
sniry of women info lange-scale production, from the
marly 19th cenwry 1o the 1930%, and the alffact tha
s o Lhe Drade-uniong and politics organisations

al the perod.

She traces 1k breakoosan of Tha inatisl dvinsorn
af arganissd labour slong sexual Bnes, the emengence
of discussion: connectng fernaie omandapation with
seciglism lamd thew weaknesses), the inoreaseng
e ot of Thet [OErgensa LTATR 10 S g

e wse of women as o indusirel resscee army ia
wia Thiry il plary 18 vhis day | dnd 1ha willremnie
RS,

Har discusisnn ol 1ha ulffragsl s & mmporiant,
in That it pats paid 10 the widely -held veew That 1hig
B Eypical bowrgead relormist moverment, She
showa conchusiesly that it provided an opEoriunity
"or tha =11 wing of the sullrsgetiss 1o put forvward
wnal organise arnund 3 whols seridg of iy related
O WDIEN ' E OEeeRson under oapstobism, The meads

meplvement of women in productan in the Fias?
Morld 'Wer and the exarmpie of (e Plussian Pevolutan
are also thown 10 have conirdited 10 1he Wpminge of
women's confidence an this Timae.

Tha wescknats ol tha bBoak it Rowbotham™s
Lack of an adeguate Theoreticsl Toundation, s That
Fupiary appiert e s wllage of maints, Ssandly she
serdd to ignore crucal differences berween el rkoes’
poiinigal orgeanigatiang. Laithy, sithaugh ke ressarch
5 invsluable for an underrtanding of the oppression
of women uncer capialism, it falls shorn af con-
crétigarg Ehe slepd necemary (o mrealie the potental
befiind this oppremion, with the aim of brnging dovwn
the prEsEnt Do ot patriarched Do,

MICHELE LEE

THE LEFT AGAINST EURDPE?
Vom Maim (Penguin 40 p)

The msue of Britaen’s entry inbo the Common Mar ke

ik B il which 1o Tong was langely ignored by the

F=PE i bieng iroieyand, When & heared delane il beesk

out i the Laboar mowement sround the guestion,

vhare w8 belawed rush 10 e a posdtion wath all

rhe sccompenying el irgs which lack of ditsosision

end Blatant opportunem end to producoe. Tom Nairn
ary By bedo, Ddgerbily pulbliibedd 35 0 sdhile ckiod O
e TN Fatweiwle N 75, Pl i) S divsl v

this whole uifos fusiate protis Trom fH begin ning.

Mairn oovers the ground comprehensvely; sTaring
@ th the giteation of British capitalism which creetied
e mepessity fooenter Europe in the first place, the
Whateg wilhin the ruling-dass on The guestion,snd
Liven Heath's reonenintion of Britsh caxpeistiemn in
Fe Emy M5,

The core of the book iv his enafyes of the sititude
if tme Lahour Party and the 1rade wisong He scamines
< getadl the totl confusion and contradicrions cesed
by The surious traditiong of Brivish L iam, led on
errirws chasivinesm st 8 result ol Britain's imperialist

past, He tears veoious!y and WATTY (v The autdsied
watipnalism af Britsk socis! democracy arsd Wilson's
tiwests and furng

I the Mtter sictions he deals, in egually devastaning

BERion, wath the goti Ty of tha Cosmemunist Parly
srul The arganigetiars to the |eft of the CF, poinning
Sl their mennsstences and nacBguacing

Hi umdr thodox condusion that ‘support For ertry
mn only morease the tempo of revolutionary polivic
endd turthor direnegh (ha rale of social demooacy” s
whatable {and has been hotly debated) bur the ook
& sustained polembe which should be reed (or re-mead]
Eapecally in rhe light of 1he ‘ane-yesr itoh® and the
#FRirmaeTion af ang-Market hysteria,

CARAL GARDNER

HEROES AND VILLAINS

One of the well-known tricks of the bowrgeois
press is b give mossive coverige and prose to
the actions of any member of the worlking
class movement who will come out against o
strike while presenting as ogres all those who
suppart simgme

For example, during the 1971 post office
stnke , which was almosi 1040 per cent sofid,
the Daily Mirrer comtinoally cired headlines,
in one case sight mches high, such as "REVOLT!
BY THE HELLO GIRLS'. The Dally Express

cammied g picture covering 30 square inches of a

single mdividual going
mto work. The fact thai
the éntire postal service
ame to ¥ standstill
migerited only hall an
inch in the Lopdon
Feening Standerd,

We have seen the
samee ritual in the pres-
enl crigis, Anyone oll-
ing for stronger action
i porirayed a8 a raving
mad man, while fipures
such as Tisley of
ASLEF, who claims to
have crganied the call-
ing off of non-coopera-
thon, are piven endles
column inches and ban-
ner headlines ke “Ted,
the man who talked
Lhem hack’

The two men who
have undoubledly smer
ped as the newspapers’
greatest “villain® and
greatest “hero’ n the
present criss are Tony
Benn and Frank Smith,
As a model of how the
preds operatgd. |t i dn-
structive Tl examing [he
coverape allorded (o
these two protsgonisis.

ﬁrtnh'eru -

Tony Benn has taken a completely ambigu-
olls poaition on all the crucial questions of the
day. In particular, he has refused 1o come out
for industral action Lo smath Phase Three,
Hovwever, he has nof capitulaied openly like
Wilson, and there s no doubt that his moves
in exposing the facts on the coal stocks did
considerably cmbarrass the Government, It
therefone hecame an important palitical obyes-
tive for the mling class to discredil Benn, and
in arder to take on this task the press has duti-
fully come up with tweo themes,

BENN THE ‘HERETIC'

irmtional or even insane. The second & (oal-
tempt to drag up any sort of dirt en i motives,
Classic eased of the At taclic are continual
references such as "Harold Wilson and his wild
man Bemn® {London Bvening News, 4 Januo-
ary ). and “Mr Benn . | delivered a flery speech
which was clever but at fimes demented® (Datly

Maiil, 11 Tanuary),

Anti-Common Market demonviration in Londan last Saturday included a largs Mational Frani

sontingent _ . . . .

Tom Nairn's book The Left Againef Europa? brillanify exposes how much of

e loft's anti-Market rhatoric played right into the hands of organisations like the NF.

Wl Bl THE B msss TNTA B i

By Terry Pattnems

RUSAIAN  woriers
hawg pives penerous
cash pifts w Brldah
Inchoding:

The firsl s Lo suggest that Benn ks completely

A typical example of the weond line of
gtiack was the publicity powen to Dick Taveme's
oilhurst, The Frering Newr on 5 Jamary ran
a bhig headling, 'Benn's blamey ! He's gambling
for power says Taveme'. Prominent guotes
froun Taveme then appeamd, such &= remarks
an the ‘opporiuniem and careenism of Benn®
and: “His {Benn's) problem is chat he wants to
B2 leader of the Labour Party so bad that truch
is oo bbstacle . . . He exploits the Governments
feeble inability to pul over a truthiul case (gic)
by every kind of tendacious bucksbering blamey
that he can muster, He i & political gambler’,

Russians backed
miners with cash
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The Jeily Express was only one of several papsrs which wsad this vergion of the ‘red scare”
tactic to Iy to get &1 the minérs jast week. Strangs 1o say, thers was scarcaly & mention of the
domation from the United Mine Workers of America which carme through at the same fime.

Of course, there is somes elenwant of truth in
thds, Bann iz undoubledly ncting out of the
maotive of becoming next keader of the Labour
Party. But it is only in the case of Benn that
these types of motive are given promimemnce,
Anyone who s prepared to openly oppose
working class achion, as we shall ses In the caze
of Frank Smith, & always presimed to hae

motives a5 white a5 snow. Aa for Taverne himsell

in order to preserve for him some shred of cred-
ibility, his view that Phase Tlree is too generous
amil that the miners shouldn't have been offered
s much s kept quiet,

Even clearsr than the attitude of the muling
class press fo the Lobourleadership & its tear-
ment of the trade union bureaneracy, Conlino-
4l aplacks are made on any trade unionist dead-
inga struggle, whike those in favour of calling
cme off are praised to the skies, A fypical
cxample was the Daily Mad editorial of 11
Januwary which, after an attack on Scanlon for

-somithing he had unlorhumately not said, went

om to etress “there are union leaders ke Tom
Jackson, of the Poast Offics workers, and Mr

Frank Chapple, the electrizans’ leader, who

geoinely look forward toa time when o st
incomes policy can be achiewed®,

SMITH THE 'SaAVIOUR”

But the man whom the preas has latched on
e a5 the bossea' trade unlomist of the momeni
i3 Frank Smith of the WUM. This red-baiting
follower of Moral Re-Armament has been givan
endless miles of pross coverage wilth such views
a5 "Wha s Britain's heroin this uply sordid
industrial business. Who other than Frank
Bemith .., Btick it Smith, All honest British
folk except the fascist BMlasxists are behind you!
{E¥ening Wews, 9 Fanuary ), The following
diuy the Evening Mews waxed pogitively lyocal,
Under-a baneér healiing The man whe spoke
anid for the Silenc Majoriow) it talked of “Frank
Srith, Lhe reluctinl baroof thenations dark-
e hours’. This reluctant hero'- 50 reloctan|
he carefully sent o letber to the Times in the
middle of the overtime ban—was zealowsly
alicaved Lo spell oul his semi-fascist thoones
of some sort of Codjaorale Siags:

'Cyml Smith, the heavyweight Liberal, he
bl the right ideas for our indwsinel problems-
4 commission, confederation, call it what you
will of dnclustry , Covemment and the Trades
Union Congress [o decide whal is right’, These

UNION LEADER TELLS HOW &
THE SUPPORT FLOWS IN x
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Commrzmbl Pargy I

How the press makes its mark in the class struggle

ldeas and the admission Deat Smith had never
called o strkes, were endorsed by the reportér
in such glowing ferms as 'Like o voice of sanity
in a country hell-bent om seli~destricton, Frank,
I sugpest iz the voice of our silent majonty” and
"We can all l=am from Fraok Smith loday®,
Even mare hlatan! was the handling of the
whods cpisode by the Dedlv Express on 7 fanu-
iy, After Smith’s anb-commuonist tirade, che
Expregr came forth with the beddline “Chearns
for Frank; Supporl pours in o miners” lsader
who says: End the Ban.' To judge from the
Express, youl wollld have Ilmugh{ Emith wis

about the moat populsr
maom in fhe world with
tofal suppert from ev-
ery worker in the coon-
Ery,

The Fxpreg declared :
‘Modlerate miners” lead-
et Frank Smilh was yes-
terday counting 2 wawe
of support for his out-
apoken plea, made gt
theweekend, to end the
aippling overtime tn,
e speot all day aking
calls from fellow miners.
mdsirialists, and ordi-
nary men and women
congratulating him on
his stand over the dis-
pute , .. Said his wife
Ciladys tant night, “1 am
proud of Frank for hiv-
ing Lhe guls to say this™.
Frank's firet vigitor yes-
terday was his naxi
door neighbour, 43-
vear-okl engineering
worker Jack Haywoeod.
Saidl Juck: “When I read
what Frank had been
saving, I just had to
shake him by the hand™*

This enlogy of
Smith's support became

n koo end

i 5EH KiTed ERe
Tl

rather exposed when the Leicesier mimers

came out on strike against him, The press fune
wid therelome changed to that of the “red plod.
The Erening Jtondard on 8 January declared
AL bis Coalvills office today, Mr Smith accused
Left-wing extremistz of plotting’, 1t went on to
aapi Hinting that Communists were behind the
wilkood over his remarks, Mr Smith said: “1 bl
find it incomprehensible that there was such a
fwill reaction to the commenta | oeade at the
wackend, [ apoke oul for the Frst time only an
Satuniay night, and by Mondey maorning the
men were walking out, ¥You can't help wonder-
dng if 5t was all plansed in advanes.™ *

REMARKABLE PLOT

A truly remarkabbe plot this, Apparently not
only i the red mensce’ capable of organising
whole groups of men to go out on strike agalnsc
their will, but it is even capuble of mading
people's tThoughts so that it knows In advance
they are poing to make certuin statemenea! The
small congideration that even Smuth had o
admit he bad ool received any messape of sup-
port from a single Leiceater minar wis of couse
a8 nothing beside-the cree ping menace,

The media campaipn on Benn, Smith and all
the other trade unjon and Labour Party leaders
during rhe present criss shows absolutely the
nwed for both an independent profetanan press
and for workers In the medin (o act as the safe-
guards of the working clas, Trades counclls
should follow the ﬂ'ﬁ;aj:n_r_'li-l:- of Wawecastle by
eitablishing their own press, and, when (hese
South Wales newspapérs l=el ghle to refiese to
publish a paid adwertsemnent from the NUM o
the miners™ case, as (bey did this moath, its
eisenlial that jowmnalista and print workers
exereise their own form of censorship, as the
Flest Streel electricians have threatened to
ey,

CENTRAL LONDOMN ALLLL.

Forum with Bob Purdie and Gery
Lawlezs on the current situation in
Ireland. General Picton pub,
Caledonian Road {5 mins Kings Cross
tube), B.00 p.m. Friday 25 January.




The Labour Party and the “rule of law’

A centrad element in the ruling clas political
offensive over the pasi few months has been
i intense propaganda csmpaign about
‘Parliamentary sovereignty ' and the “rule of
law". Sach arguments have thrown the refor-
mist lenders of the working clas movement
into complete confusion, since they too are
srdent supporters of the ‘rule of aw’,

I Fact. “the law"is & deadly encmy of the
working class. All the greal struggles of the
workers' mrwemeni—from the Tolpuddle
Mariyrs 1o the frecing of the five—have been
won ageirnss the law_ No law which purporis
1o represent the interests of the working clas
has ever been passed snd enforced unless the
workers movement already had the strength
io defend its interests withoul the ald of
such a law.

The development of 8 statutory ncomes
policy —with Phase 3 as its latest stage—now
hrings the law in as & continual regulator of
the econombe strupgle. This has touched off
1 big debate inside the workers'movemen! on
the “rule of taw® and the working class attitude
towards 10

For revolubonanes the ‘rule of law® is only
2 veiled Torm of the rule of Lhe capitalist class.
We urge the working class to break whatever
laws stand ia The way of the pumsuil of their
class imtercets, just a5 we know that the ruling
class will overturn any bw which comes into
coniict with its fundamental interests, But the
views of other political currents ars ol S0
comsisient,

LABOUR RIGHT

Oine of the most important examples of the
thinking of the Labour lelt has come in the
recent dispute Inside the Labour Party ower
Chy Cross,. The herole councillors of this town
have by their sctions exposed all the Bonsenss
about Labouwr being unable lo oppose 10 praciice
the decisions of the Tory government, For this
reasan they have come under a storm of attack.
The way the left of the Labouor party has dealt
with the guestion reveals all the inadequacies o
left Laboainsm

Thie present fow over Clay Cross canme Lo &
head with a lelier, leaked to the press (o Harald
Wilsom Croan Sir Reg Goodwin, GLE [sadér of
the Labowr party, and 23 other boonl governmest

-
Not by politics alone
ecar
Fed Weekiv Mo 33 04 Iapsiary 741 caroes o ovetw
of the boak Mot by Politics Alomne: The Other Leain®

e should shweys assume Uikt a ieviewor has
pctually rosd w it fe critiches. Howoris i this
particuler case ong fopes he dil nod; or eise one
shoald conchide thut there i3 deliberie dstortien ar
papros. mickled e o s e,

The inroductian to the ook states vory clearly:
“LL s mad Uhie adme of this valaome o introdess the
feailer 1o the vssenrials of Lesimizm - . The ather
Lenin wild emerge | . nedgher (e imakrless monc
lithic calihcro of e atficial mythology nor he
T ek rhess Bogey man el eficlal antcammuonsne.”
This is 18 pagpase of the book aod theeod coe amy
eritieim of i1 dhaneld e mwle witlion this Frame af
reletenee, Instead, Trom Ui ralasl 10e revaser
clnswidics (1 o e cntegoay al these deceas af homks
now panzing from fhe boeweepseis o blishing houses
i an abtemat te texplain Lenanan®, This s his b
miskabe_ ar. , . sl isiele fical dedrooeity”

L1116 meitleer, it ds cven miond sariand. Endesd, i
weneld mesn Clid the ey epiveng gocarding e which
e bk slveald he adead and reparded $sdrh o
irrzlevant 15 the rey s thivaght thad, e shochl
Peies siilraba ntsa e it

We ae e contrmry, menk that then: is cveriliig
L b Trom Lepin's remarke o Serafeee, art, wam
eors riga s and ol Peidaueracy v hicly copstibate fee
higeik af the hoark. 1T ondy s lesson: s heaes Whal,
ik, dpan e Bodslee ik leader wiasa e of o plitisang
when 48 i To guesrions 2f Eheraton oracl b
ot begsl he veds gwary e Ihisowas o shovdeommipne aoxl
undersiood ang atler Halsdhevizs son bkl doe b s
so v gueshions

e acvisr il thase eaper o fighl bawrgaos culiurs
e sedd “hear by Palitics alome: The aber Laman
1Mot book s baane dyponays, peo Filvezries.

Jiglizt Wirnder amd other comrades from London TMG,

eimpte editar,

leaders and prospectve Labour candidates, This
Jetter bitterly attacked the Latour leadership
which it claimed had

‘publicly ignred, condoned or even suppogicd the
wnderemining of sar democrati parkiameniary system
of law, In this comnes ton we sre pacticulady concerned
absows B pesoly tion carried at the last parly coafer
gmee an the recommaend stion of Mr Edward Short,
PC, for the NEC, that “upon the glection off a Labsmwr
geovernment all penalties, financial or otherwise, shall
he remaovid pebroepeciiely Grom o aclbers who have
courgeoaisdy refused to implement the Houdng
Finance Act™, We wih 02k you whedber ¥ou and
the deidow cabined will make it clear, a2t Ue carbest
opporumity, that 8 fomre Laboar gvernment will
aot carry out this pledgs,’

{"oming 3t a lime when Wilson was already
under pitock from the Tomes for encouraging
‘lnw breaking” against Phase 3, this lelter greatly
embarrassed the Labour leadeship’s attempl
{ov appear more respectable than the Torles.
Wilson fell it necesary (o stress inan inferview
he gave to the Sus on 28 November that *l do
not support and will nol support any acbon
againgt the law",

Having by now gol the bit belwesn theic
teeth, the extreme right of the Labour party
advanced to the attack. Stephen Haseber wrote
a hard-hitiing right-wing altack on the Labour
lefts in the |4 December Tribuae, The main
points of this article were as follows;

U it i right (a8 Ee el wing argees) Uhai Parbismeni
should be defended from atiacks upon it from wighin
pig i own shored, & neurin Bevin pat it rather well
when he said . . . “The House of Commons masi assér
its supremnacy and not allow itself 1o be dictated to by
iy body, no maibes o powerful asd strang he may
be™ ... does e [Michael Feot] beliove thal Nye
Bevan ws right when he said “I ibere & ose thing
we miusi asser! |t is the sovereignty of Parlisment

over any section of the commumty™ . . .

“Ini prev b e days Labour kaders had bilter
arganenits over all sorts of sses. They ook, amd
siill take, differing views on aatonalisation, pacifism,
detence, forsign policy, and so on. They leve been
wnited though on the cardinal principle thal Lsb-mr
dhemibd nchseve s atis through the ballot box. This
principbe united Clement Attlee and Aneurin Bevan,
Hugh Gaiiskell and Anthony Greenwasd, and teday,
hopelully, atill unites Anthoy Crosland, Reg Prentice,
Judith Hard, and Michasl FooL 11 unites them for o
small peasom, They know that if the ballo-box goes,
then naked power takes ifs place.’
tRGulUR LEFT ,

In essence what Haseler docs s 10 echoa

point already made in the Goodwin letter: 'How
can an allernative government encourage law
breaking when b opposition and expect fo
enforee its own lawe when it becomes the
povernmeni?” Apart from the facl that the
Labour leadership hasn't heen encouriging

any law hreaking, this s o rather relling question
for Socinl Demacracy.

Michael Foot, replying in the 28 December
issue of Tribue is completely unable to answer
Haseler, All he can sy is that “Oecasions do arise
when bad faws must be resisted by means which
democmts would nodmally condemn. The rights
of conscence are nol entirely subdued by the
exigtence of unmversal suffrage’.

This gets us nowhere, What sbout the “rights
of cosscicnee of The capitalist? Did not the
generals in Chile exercise their ‘rights of cons-
zience™ On Foot's basis the capitaliets shoutdn't
be expected to obey laws passed by a reforming
or soctalist povernment - as they didn’t in Chile
and wouldn'l in Britain, Bul Fool gives no
guide as to what is to be done to prolect the
working class when the capitalist owners und
the capitalist army begin to exercise Lheir
‘rights of monscienee’.

Equally useles on this question were the
vicws expresied by Tony Beon on a slightly
dif ferent igsue a few months eadier. According
to him the key thing is persuagion:

It imn"t the Parlmeniary tadition bei dhe coscepl
of peesission thut really differentintes us from s
eties thint, dwe Lo thedr quite differeni cicumstances,
heliewe [hab b5 got bo be dome by miliry opredng o

Quite what protection the ‘concept of per-
siaslon’ will give us against material lorce iz
left unanswered,

REAL LAWS AND TORY LAWS

If the arguments of Foot and Benn fall
completely, there s another approach which
is now beooming Mevoursd on the Labour lefr.
This is a supposed distinction, as Bric Heffer
puls it, between ‘ordinary lawe’ or real laws,
and “class-laws’, Quite what the bagis of this
distinetion is no one can explain as all statute
lows are pagsed through Parliament in exactly
phe same way, whother they be the Industrial
Relations Act or laws on dog licences, Howevar
this arpument alio appears greatly to appeal to
the Communist Parly, Bert Ramelson in his

pamphlet ‘Heath’s War on your Wage Packet'
artempts to ghe this some basis a8 follows:
They [the Labour kaders] dte playing the Tory game
by Failing to disting lsh between law which & hased
ik geEnmin e congsensas and b gimed to guaruntes the:
rights of the overwhelmisg majority (0 the amary
[sic] and pescefol pumsmit of their way of Hfe, and
wiciotis clnss b,

This statement, coupled with some really
add remarks about ‘natural justice” which
Ramelson alio makes, is an example of complete
comifusion, Doss Ramelson belisve we should
obey iaw based on ‘genuine consensus'? 1f o,
every minofity movemeot would hawe Lo stant
of f by obeying the law.

An example which even the CF would hawe
to pecept shows this is rubbigh. In the First
World War thos: who opposed the war and
carried vul propaganda against it went complete-
by against lawa which, ut that time, ex pressed the
peneral coneensus’. What conclusion should have
been drawn from this? To act legally? Om the
wontrary . Precisely a5 Lenin proposed, it was
absolutely imperative o start ifegel activily,
What is more Lhis supposed distinetion between
‘reql lnws' and *class kows' leads in practice to
the complete disarming of the working class.
For example, for months the TUC and the CP
went around declaring chat the Industrial Rela-
tinns Act was not a real law but o “Tory law’
which it wad permissible fo violate. OF course
*ordinary’ laws had to be obeyed. As a result
fhe movement was complelely dissrmed when
ihe Torics, seiing on this inconsistency, 08 an
ghsolutely “peouine” low, that of Conspiracy,
againat the Shrewsbury defendants,

In the working class movement al present
there are two lnes of divide. The fhret line is
beiween those who are preparcd to stnaggle
against Phase 3 and those who are not. Unity
must be sought between all those forces prepar-
el to support all the struggles ugainst aceeptance
of incomes poligy, bt al Uhe same time @ cone
jipual srrupple must be kept up within that
pmited action along the second line of divide
hetween those who sccept the ‘tole of law" and
‘Parlinmen tary govereipnly” and those who da
pot, by in Lhis way can the working clasa be
fully armed againat the ruling class attacks—
both thode wie now face and those to comes.

John Marshall
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Clay Gross counciller David Skinner — “the heroic councitlors of this town have by their sctions expossd all the nonsenss about Labsatir baing unabla

to appode in practice the decisions of the Tary government”
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- SUNNINGDALE

]

Faul

Brian Faulkner's dash to Doblin last weelk did
mothing fo settie the muddied waters in the
Sunningdale pond,

A few days earlier he had carelessly 1ossed
in & half-brick by demanding a clarification of
the Southein coalition Government's view of
the statys of the Noith. The resulting ripphes
casued 3 rush 1o the elephones in Dublin und
London, with a breakdown of the Sunningdale
agreement lodming large

Faulkner's falks with Liam Cosprave did not
exst malters. He had unequivocally demonded
that the Free State recognise the status of the
Morth as being part of the United Kingdom,
but returped to Belfast ‘satiafied” by assurances
which did mo more than resstate the positlon poi
by the Dublin Government &t Sunningdale

Although what seemed (o be a crisis had*
firzrled our, the isses rased are of prime impo-
ance, and show up the cracks which are already
appearing in Britwin’s new deal, 11 is worth loodk-
mg a bit more closeiy al the backgrosind to this
signilicant non-eveni

LINIOMISM

When Foulkner unveils his new party the
wiord 5 Chat i will be called e *“Moribern
lrelend Unionist Party®, us distinet from the

‘offictal® Ulster Unjonist Party, Despite his ald
pals routing with the SDLP, Faulkrer i a
Linionist, He has inssted that the only way to
guarantes Lhe Union s 1o accepl Sunniagdale,
and this will form the central plank of his new
party

The dardiness of the Tores in deckding Fo
split the Unionist Party has resulted in a steady
trickle of liberal” Unlonist politicians oul of the
Parly, some inlo the Alilance Pacly, others into
independent Unionist politics, The solid core of
the Faulknerite Assembly prouping s compeosed
of place-seekers and opportunisls, able to work
with Faulkner only solong a5 he has jobs to
distribule, As doon a5 the Executhe begins io
tremble they will seek anothir perch,

The onz political guesiion on which Faulk
MET Can ||.I.'I"_;Il. Lik San over Eupport I'rom the
libuial" camp, and pievent the "officials’ from
ciarving up his grouping. is the Union with
Hratzin, Thai is why be bad te respond sharply
I any suggestion that the Southers Govern-
ment still stood by the Free Stpie Constitution
which asseris the erritony of lreland Loinclicde
the Six Counties,

CONSTITUTIONAL INDIGESTION

Bul the Cosgrove Grovernmen! faces even
more intractd ble probiemres, Al h'-"‘-IFII- he wonld

MEANWHILE, IN IRELAND..

——

iy g

guite giadly junk the North for good, Cosgrave
ciindl desert Lhis constirutional stand, Fianna
Fuil, the largest pasty i the Dol which swallcw-
ed Sunningdale with-prest difficelty, has been
Riccuping loudly. Any shift by Cosgrave to-
wards an abandonment of the constitulional
position would force them to retch the wiiole
iol up =gain.

The difficully lies not so much bn the curment
peditical intereets of Fianna Fail {plthough theae
are servad hesl by this bout of indigeation), as
in the political history of the sate, Folifics n
the I Counties have never emerged from the
leng shadow of Eamonn de Valera, With sup-
reme Bonapartist skill he wag able {o channel
anti-Brtish seatimant into his ‘economic war’,
and by raang tarifl barcers apgainat Hritish im-
porls elfect deep chengee in the strucigre of
indusiry and society i the South.

CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Mevertheless his sttempt fell short of creating
an mndependent czonomy, and he bas bequenth-
ed to his hesss ingractable problems, They have
nccepred he need to re-inteprate thedr intereses
wilh those of Brilish capifalism, hut hawe not
vei tickled the political and idenlopical con.
BRIUE NG,

De Waleraism kad two ideologles! pillars—

kner muddies the water

the Catholic Church and natdonatism: Today,
while the consemwative lofluence of e Chiarch
has wapsd, mationalism has beécoie an inipd-
et Chreatl, At beer, feom the point of view of
ihe bourgecizie, it obstmcts the necessay
peditical re-ndjustments to British interests, al -
worst it blazes oul in Eepublican maitanoy.
The Bouth requires a coliura] revaluson which
will break up notionaliaf seatiment, and clear
Lhe way for 8 Tederal relationship with Britodn,
Huowwver the immediate thterests of British
podicy i the Morth, which require an explicie
reviion of the constitutiongl claim to che
Notth, ig toos sharp a cha]l_l_u_' far ANy pOvVEIn-
ment in Dubkn.

WEAK POINTS

That iz why neither Foulkoer nor Cosgmve
cin speak with oo vodce, They can anly s
thelr supporlers that the ather ond dars oot
teally menn what he is sayinge

Ftvzse superstraciusal difficeliGes will nos
of themselves being down the Sunnisgdale
agrecment, Only mase registance cén do that.
But the bailing up of new simegplies will broak
theough & these wenk paointz, The inakilic: of
British imperizliam teeradicate these Gonlm-
divticns mdicates the depih of the chgis which
still gnpe Ireland, B3 FLROIE

Ligaiy Comrades

Fior seveal Vears the clas stoupple in Britain has
centned an the srrempis by the hourgessic 1a
break the copbalivity of the trade wnsaos, Tiis
this b fact from which revolstionnries sl
sbaegin, We have 19 indicite 4 ssries of praciics
mieasnds thraugh which this offensve can be
turmed back and & ropd o woerkers” power cpened
up

The “Militant™ i ullempring 00 build o revehstion-
ary auereil in aselation fram 1hes contral prabdem
fackng thy warking class, For “Militent®, revali Lionary
aciwvity, vesterdny, today and tomoer o, ¢onsists
iverwheinvingly in a sinsggle around 1he progamme
of @ fiatere Labour Governipent, o canlast with thy
Labonin burgsocmis eaking place inside the Labosuc
Peroy ifself,

“Militani® e rigkt to hald s the zreatest b
ko the working class movement Hos i the influene:
af the sociabdumecrativ leaders, Howeyer, this
nflisence is based oo sockal-democrzbic deoliops.

e slmiggle to desteoy the influence of Wi Laboug
Farty lesders i o stroggle to break up 2nd descray

£dd bdeology, dnd this ifeckyry pervades @l e
struggber of rhe working class, wfwihar (hey take i
i the Lrade uniona @ in the Lahour Pasty.

‘Militant” [2lls wicrim o one aspeet of 1his weslogy
atraight owny wiien it Looks upan tie strugeie of 1
trude saions a5 mersly i sdinnct 40 what i cals the
“pabitical® struggge, that @ in the Labour Party and the
struge aroind elections and povermment. Henes fur
erample, i demand In the presend orisis & for 2 one
duy prncial strike fo fore & penecal election, Yol an

Rad Weekly 25 Januery 1874 Page 10

ek Phsn = e slagin novw e i ratsad by sections af’

e besrnmeoike snd the Bboar buresperacy, Wh !
Becuuse kndwing [he socabdemavmiic ibeelegy of
the v king class mavement ey hope am elsction

will saclinguish the: inifusirial seruggle,

“Millitsint’ Gells strsiplit into this g, GF ounrse;we
dav mol appossd o on wlection, Bl s mosg point pug
Pher weovad ro dvepen the indistrial stregeledn the faee
ab i clectim, The lature of b indusering soeu gele is
wlger adl the muin & b T pght ceer im sy ehee
I at the presant Lime? Amd we most alsa print our
thie nced for g pineral sk To changs the overgll
redntiue of cluss Terves dectave b i Suvodis ol Tk
working class, themeby incidencelly vréaling the best
canditions for dieleating e Tovies ot Uhe palis
“Milsan 1 hus done rane of 1his

“Mlifitan’ s bl do combal secipkdemocralic
el v om s awn ehosen ground - e interaal
Labhoiin Parly strugphe Tas pive an example, Wisen
Larboonnr discnsaes naticnalising 25 compansis, "Mililunr’
demaimds Alial Lhe Figare shoubd by 350 10 i af couree
tuevezsiny b dainis, Bul the goesiion as which Benp
and the otk are wramg s Ao 19 nationslise cnn 15
companees wineh the Bou mpersie welivs b resaie e
hourpeaisr: will resiss by sabataging Ly ot consii il
v Truen the very First day. The workers must Lherefor:
civite D arpimdsations ohiks L smosh thie Fesistama.
ubpins which s s relfuse tobe Samaere:d by
{he eonstinn Hon,. Thaese Bosdivs oo bl dese e giba
oigrkne ol workers” pawar ahbe o deskeey e boorgeesis
Parliumin b drsl vonstifuiion,

s ant™s" apprascly 1 L ienare Uhisss eentral
profdems eoneermimg L o igeais stae, aml simply
fo nsplidy the existing proposalbs of the Laboor frader
sy, When i Ealers Then fail 19 bBe bald ord eonsis
il il Hoeer cown polaties they wall be esposed”
Bk thes ‘v pasurs’ i nedhing mors Shan Lhe OX P
el 2 gudf hetweon the words and doeds of the Lo
Bareuicracy, nove the ewposan: of the politeal line
vl sucithdemeccy in the light af ne vhatinnury
alvernathies

It Bs o & Pl Blisl o thic sneeriiy oF Harold
Wilson op Tony Benn which Bolds back the working
cluse, 11 s the Telued Tekd by many werkers U] bhe
vhpltalial daie 35 an slegualy imser meng Fiar hnsuking
U porar of thet crprtadists which holds them hack,
Opee apzin, *MULLane" capiblabes o sociabdem o ratm
ideolegy dod disarms ghe workens moweiend,

I is of cuirrse an (i very questizs of' Hie sl
sl the comorat weaknass of scial demovrati idealapy
is b e fownd, 'Militant® does nof stk the histogk:
atrupgle now being fouphi aul belween P aniuns and

Hhe Toxbes 0llers un enermars opparlo ity far seealu
Lengries b take up lhis question in 2 practkeal masner.
I Tauid, il s our priene respansilsiliny, far awmkness on
Lo guusticn af the sevte stamds o lbe WAy Orf 4 SUcceis
ful reply e Ve capilabise offensive,

& panuad sinke invalves @ aoiggle aeainst the
centrlised power ol the sate, Bevol fonat s musl
tight Tor new Terms nf organizstion and al stnaggls
pidegquate to rhis sk - Coorscils of Aerian, coaminil Hves
tor crpanising producton, workers' soll-delence, and
wo on, T the ex el el thede steps are ks, a
fodied of reliunoe by the working.class on the haw =8
ds slile in rhe maannet ol social<lemacmey willbe
veaakvraod, wnd orgonis atgectively capabibe of carrying
thrawgh Lhe transition oo thie diclalorship of the
pealetnri | oraibed,

“Midigur” hoe cosiderad nome ol Lis hecouse it
e il Lt vl from ehibeeating § programme of

praiclical muasures which bigles with the ohjectie
taska Fnoing the: movemuent i the srrosedes loday,
Lnfy b fhis poocess con o eevalu oy pury he
built orthe above ieasuns, the omnades slerirg
Phis letice have maoanced cher suppoct Tar
“Mlilitant”.

lannna Axkwright | Leaseseeri; ledilh Arkwright
{Pulis): Gree Beooon {Lecd sy John Brown (5ee,
Batrersen LEY 51 Dorvk ficouch (See, Hinmiesd

LPY S LCATT Convennel; Sheils Cas bead (R,
ldineten Lahour Pavey ) Ted Cochead (N, ¢a
“Milznt’ Fditorial Board ; Wesnly Forresier ¢ LAE;
e Farspthe (UCATTE Gillisn Froosi: Dl
Fullarten (LPYS Londan Beplonad Commitres):

Eue Jennings (NUT 3 Jim Bemp ( TEGW L Comrenan
Meve Peoker CTASEE Huph Richerds; Derek Redripaes
P55 Sheila Rodrigres (U115 acel 2n frinizn
e,

WHAT'S ON?-

SOCIALIST WOMAN DISEO: Friday 2% Saniaiv,
Sod's Brmi pab, Hampstsad Aoad, MO (Warrer
Srrai bl Srares Bpm o with bee pxtenoias 1o
ridnight !

PUBLIC SECTOR WORKERS aro the crisia; pasls
miesting with sprakers from NUT, MAL GO ard

MUPE, 7.30 pm oon Menday 73 Jarusr v ot Cariveiny
Hall, Rad Licn Souars, Holbegr, Organbes by 180G,

BLOCDY SUNDAY COMMEMORATION: Sinn
Fzin damapstratian, Suaday 27 January, 230 fie
a1 Spes kers Cornar (Martle drch tuhel, Main
spraker: Sean Cawghey {editar of Sepublicar Meesl
IRESH POLITICAL HOSTAGES Campuaign—
programme of aclion: Saturday 7 Fﬂbmm-.-_
mataicade [details laterl; Sarefay 3 Febroary—
pickat o Wormesnos Sorubs, sssemble Waite Ciry
urderground statian, 3 pm: Thusday 7 Eebiroarns—
publie mesting, Cervway Hall, Hed Lion Squéns
iHalbaim] gt 7.533 pm, Praminent Irish speakers:
Gunday 10 February—march 1o Brixion Prisas,
assemitle Clapham Common 2,30 pm, Far further
Inforimstion phone Bob Pusda, 837 G264,

DEFEND SHAEWMTEURY WORKERS: Damars-
tration i Canterbury, San rday 26 Jeraary,

| samnble 10030 am Dane dobn Gardens (nexs 10

bus stationt, Spersored by iocal trade o niarists
and studanls,

—y

LOMDOMN RED FORUM: “The Labour Farte aae
Saca Damocrcy’, Tusssay 30 Jaruary a1 B pm
in the Gones: Pictan oub, Galrgenien Aaad (&
i wmlk Kings Crass nibsl,

HOLIDARITY YWITH MINERS and Hall FAHVIMER
Hariagey Traces So roit pukde maacing, Thiiisday
1 darwary, 746 pmat Totalem Trades Haill,

¥ Bruoe Growe, N7 (iserest tune Sevion Siatersl.
Speakers: dm Burs, presigent Kenl Ara ang
wiratary Betceshangnr pit baanck MU, Gaorge
Savilie, excoutive member ASLEF ; ard speaker
fram LCATT.

AMNGOLA: Big Busiress v. The Peaple, Fublic
mecting Morwisy 4 Febraary, 7,30 pmoin Uniy
House INURD, Euston Rosd; NW1. Speakers:
Basil Devidson, Lienel Cliffe, and othars, Saarsar
ed by Commities for Freodom in Mossmoique, |
Aagale aro Guine, InTarmation: T34 f6a7,

‘THE SITUATION IN VIETMAM' : Saminar
arganised by the Indian Warkers Association and
L5E Irdian Socsety ar which Le Chan fram ks
OAWK Embausy will speuk. Manday 28 Janusry
&t 7 pmin Aaom 5176 at London Sehoal af
Econamies, &l welcame.

THADE UNIONISTE 434 INST PHASE 3:
public restieg organismd by Batorma LPYS,
Spaskérs. Ernie Foberts (Aeer Gen Sec, ALUEW),
dack Coiling (Kent sres memioer, MU M axecurive),
Pauil Srith [ Industrial Editar, Seg Wieak b |-
Friday 26 January, 7.30 pry in ‘Comet of Hoess',

Lavencer Gardens, 5817,




Fhoto: Cnrm Dawies |Report|

Supporter of the Chile Solidarity Campaign
took pari in a picket of the Chilean Embassy
lnsi Friday calling for the releass of Bautista
Voo Schouwen and il political prisoners.

Von Schouwen, s leading figure in the MIR,
was arresied on 14 December snd has since
boen tortered, Bui the junia still refuses to ad-
miil even thet he i belng held. Friday's picket
wis part of an inlernationsl campaign which

hilean revolutiona

has been unched to save his life,

Mespwhile, sction aguinst British Govern-
ment collsboration with the junia received a
further boost last week when dockyard workers
in Portamouth voted to black a Chilean warship
which had arrived for minor repairs. The AUEW
district commiiiee took the initiative in this,
and it was then taken up by the dockyard
Whitley Commitiee, The workem' action was

= =
L

ry

backed ap by o demonsiration of Poptasmouih
Polytechnic studenis (o the dockyard on Mon-
day.

A large number of fctories in the Poris-
mou th area are involved in work for the navy,
and moves aré now being made (o continue the
camipaign by setting up o Chile Solidariity Com-
mittee in the town,

Combine
committee
can help
Maclarens

The strike commities al Maclaren Controls is

lo meet shop stewards (roan other companies

in the International Telephons and Telegraph
Corpomtion group this Saturday (o disouss the
getting up of & combine committes. The mesting
is tr be held in Mancheater,

Meanwhile the management has been holding
iglks with a special negotialing feam from the
Scottish TUC, inan sttempt to come up with a
settiement which will end the five-week occupa-
b ol the Maclaren factory in Glasgow

The dispute began |1 weesks ago with a sinke
over & wage demand. The factory was ocoupied
whien the manigement began o move plant and
materisla to Germany inoan attempt to re-start
production, -

ITT wants to bring the strupgle toa rapid
conclusion, It fuiled to drive the workers out
over The New Year holiday period, and it will
undou btedly resort bo new tactics, bt its
basae wm remains the same—the crippling of
tmide union organization i the lactory.

The key 1o victoty for the workers is
effectve blacking action, combined with
solidarify from local trade wnionisis, 1t is
possthie for ITT o conceal the transport aod
handling of black goods but an cffecive
combing committes, the invalvement of
ather onicne, and the systamatic collection of
information aboutl the Maclaren contracis can
deleal attempts 4t copcealmenl,

The cecupation of the factory provides a
base for such work zinee the [iles are in the
hands of the occopiers, and there are workens
avallable (o do the job.

The STUC snay be able to wring some con-
cesgioms ot of ITT, but g far the mumagement
hag mfused to lisien (o the workers themselves,
Bigger and betier negotiations on the union side
will not be able toglivert ITT from it mais aim
of ‘hamsiringing militancy on the shopfloor,
eapecially when the negotintions are carded on
hehind locked doors.

The way forward for the Mackien workers is
through mass solidarity action by the local trade
union movement, mass support for the blacking
of the iransport, asembly and machining of
compontats produced voder the Maclaren
contract, and the carrving on of any negotiarions
under the conted of the Macturen workers.

Asian workers’ picket defies police harassment

Lorrics were tumed back by a mass picket al
the gates of A L Dunn (Muneaton) Lid_ an
enginecring plant in Coventry, on Saturday,
despite a police decree that only four pickets
would be allowed at epch gate, and the arrest
of several pickets

The gtrike and subssguent lock-out of B3
Agian loundry workers at Dunn began six
weeks ago, when the manapemoent sscked o
shop steward because of an overtime ban in
pursuit of a wage claim. The ficm bas 3 six-
vear history of hostility to trade union
organisation, amd with half of the lahaour force
composed of Indians and Pakistanis, they
have, on many occasions, used racism lo
divide the workers, The mansgement is
presently running the Foundry with scab
abour, and other sections of the factory
are continuing to worlk.

The girikers have heen aibjected to intenge
intimidation. They ars being refused social
Secunly benefit, ond the police have threatened
Lo arrest pivkets on suspicion of being illegal
immigrants. Pickels have been prevenied from

spoaking Lo lomy drivers, and the police have
Eold drivers to go in to the factory, and thal
the strike is unodficial. Two leading members
of the strike committee have been orreeted and
charged with assanlt, both several days afler the
alleged incident

The strikers have received support from the
ihstrict Committes of the Transgort and
General Workers” Union, who will probably
declare the strike official, and the Indian
Workers' Association has alen given assistance
The mass picket last Satyrdny came after a
circukar feom the strike sodmmities o local
shop dlewards.

The strike committes has igsued o Jeafle
ippealing for comporents produced by scab
labour to be backed. Dunns, which also trades
under the nanies Coveniry Apex Enginesring',
‘Burbages Engineering’, and ‘Coveniry Art
Castings’, supplics aluminium componenis to
o number of well-known vehicls manufacturers

The adidress of the Strike Action Comemities
is¢lo 154 Churchill Avenue, Coventry,

Oxford call for
factory occupations

A resodution calling for the occupation of planis
‘thicatened with redundancy or closure was
carried at n conference on the curmehi crisis
organised by Oxford Trades Council last
Monday, It was moved by the 5/5% branch of
e TEGWL, which jepressnls workers in the
British Leyland assembly plant 3t Cowley,

Throughoul the capitalist world, car workers
arg being pul on short tiene or face redundancy,
and speakers o -the resnludion stiesecd that the
Eritish car indwsiry would b seversly hil by
st month's deflationary budger, sspecisly the
hire purchase restrictions, and the rise ln petrnl
prices, The palicy of plant occupations was
agread by a recent meeting of the British Ley
land shop arewards combine committee.

The other main resclution discussed at the
conlerence, whicl was atlended by p huaded
trade unionisls From 8 varety of work places
in thie arca, called for the recall of the TUC
solidarity action with the miners and athers
fighting Phase 3 aisd immediste industodl
BCLION to purswe the enpineees” payv claim, Bal
this reselution, which was moved by the Cow-
ley 203 AUEW kranck, did not spectly the kind
of industrin] avtion neesary, snd filed to
Prepdse iy concrete sleps (o acliiove Lhess
asjectives

The most positive responsy of the confennee
was (o Dave Jackson of the Shrewsbury De fenee

Committes, who moved a nesolution calfing for
digtrict-wide industrial action to feee the thiee
jailed building workers, pledged support for any
mational imitintive along these linea, and alse
cilled for the immediale orpanisation of o dist-
rict-wide campaipn of leafleting and callections
Uhis way passed unanimoysly,

Jackeon answered those mho say that the
Shiewsbury issue is & divergion from the centeal
slruggle against the Tories, and thoss who
freat it a5 an isolnted issue, when he stressed
thal il the workere' movemend allows this ghe
to ke lost, it will be s sethack for all the coming
strujgles agninst Tory Government aliacks,

Trade Unions Against Racialism plan
February conference in Nottingham

The Esst Midlands is to be 1he focus for
che flest conlerence organized by the Mational
Committee for Trade Usions Aguinst Racial-
tam, formed lasi June af the inltative of the
Munslield Hosiery strike comanitize, Lough
torough, Lelcesier, Moblingham, and
Munsiield have recently seen bitter 5 iruggles
by Aran workerm agalnst poverty wages, 84-
liotie weeks und the racialiem of managsmenis,
wirirs, ancd-white workerd,

Speukems ol Lhe vonferenee, toha held in
Motlingham un 23 February, include Alan
Sapmer (ALTT) and Mikes Coaley (TASS),
Pheli mites are invited from union hranches
und ofhwr labodr movement bodies topether
wilh observars, Details from MOTUAR, 211
Yiciony Centre, Noblinghaem.

- (REDNOTES

Trowbridge conference discusses crisis .
Eighty tmde unlonists alloaded a conference o6 the
prdal crisisvalled by Trowbeldpe Trades Cooneil,
near Bogtol Two suakers from the Sowtl Wales
expcutire of the MIUM hit out a0 the TOD s attempis
o et a seillement to the mimers’ stogpele ab the
ex pease af other sécitoms of the working clss, ae
Pl Davidson of Birmingham DCATT Joind Shop
Stewards Commitior explained the initiacive of ke
coanmittes in calling for an indefinile strike in the
Popkding lidiestey 1o obrain che relenss of the
Shrowsbury Thres

A reaodithon froen Lhe mades couneil was passed
calling for full suppart for those fighling the three-
ey week and Fhase 3, and for the releass of e
Ehrewshary 1. An addenduny, moved by MG and
supparied by B5, ¢alled for the sstting up of an aclicn
comandties b argenise mch suppore This was pased,
buat referred Gack io ibe drades council on fhe casting
wule of the chairman, & CP seenbor, preventing my
decixion on coneréte ac ivn from heing taken

Newport workars vote support for miners

At s meetimg OF Newport Teades Councl bt Priday
ey fave wowkers feom Pontypridd NUM spoke on

the miners’ pay claim. Rasjid Aseam from ihe TEGWU
im the kocal Cromptos Parkineon factony moved 3
reslation which was passed nnamimonsly, pledging
mpport for the [ighi of the minera, sod committing
the trades councll #o organdsing 2 public mesting in
Newpart, to pablicise the niimers” case, The Posty-
pridd mimers promised o apply 3 speaker,

A memher of the Society of Civil Servasts moved
the wote of ks, and after the mesding members of
the society, and of the Civll and Professinnel Servasis'
Assncintion, underiook to distribute wveral hunded
beafios, enplaining the miners’ emggle. io woskers b
e buge Busines Bfalistics (Hfice in Newparl

Prisan picket for one of Shrewsbury Three
An B-strong picket cotside Mortimgham prisen lag
Saturday damanded fe release of John Benes, one of
the three juiled bidlding warkers who is hell there,
Fuliry setsn an rthis Baue in the area will sclude o
conferencs o carly Fehnoary to diseuss induserind
BCLiom Lo fres the Shrewabacy 3.

The picket Fallowad a demanstration opstnised
hy Medtingtam and Dristricr Tradcs Council which
wus called an the basis of the dogans: Frer e
Shrewsbary 3°, “Support the mances and all warksrs
in struggle againat Phase 17, Sack che Tarks nal the
warkess',

Haringey Trades Council ealks racism conference

Horingey Trades Council s tohold a delegate confi
wice om racean an 3 Feburany, There has beon srious
vconcern in the local lbour movement af the infleence
of racist onanisations in this arca, which has g lsege
black populotion, During last year's local elec ons the
Matinnal Independence Party registenad a very high
Pl I once cuse heing osly namowly defeated by

ithe Labomr Party.

Rhetoric dominates Manchester conference

The Chowrman of the General Council of UCATT,
Berd Semith, chaired 2 delegaie conferoncs in
Manchester las woskenl, arganisad by the kanchester
Co-ordinaling Committes of Trade Unionisty The
conference called for support Cor the Shrswsbary
defendants, and For the release of the 3 jailed bildlng
wairkers,

The Co-ordinnting Commirtes, I which the O
has the Feadimg influenes, preseoesd 2 lepprhyr resabu-
tien b the conlerence which @lked n vague ferms
bt “industrial acefon',

An amend menl maseed b an MG meebor called
om the conference ta dempnd that the Executie
Cammittee of DCATT and the TRGWU bunchk a
natwnal building strke, da send 4 message of suppart
Lz the: Birmingham bagding workers who had cailad
far o nadionel arrike, and o pledge extended giriks
petion o ibe Manchester area, Bul when the FLEST
spmikor at the canfercnce, Pele Carter, o leader of
the Rizminghaity builfing warkers nied & memher of
the CF, faiksd to speak m fvour of the Eirmingham
resuiion the smendment wae voted &own,
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- All Out Against the Tories

Catght between the pincers of the
TUC's refusal to lead a fight against
the Tories and the Gowemment’'s new:
found store of ensrgy stocks, meners
gcress the country are becoming
gvare that they must unleash their
full sirength against the Tory Govern-
ment and Fhase 3.

Ower the past few weeks there hos
been 1 rapid rhe in locl, milan
gtruggles with the Conl Board arising
out of the enforcement of the aver-
time ban, Moves by the iraditionalky
imoderate” area of Leicestershire 1o
pul a stop to the publlc scabbing
oiperation of local hureaverat Frank
Smith, are now being matched in
gnother  “moderate  ares—Stafford-
shire—who hawe 2 similar rotien ap-
ple in their barre

There is growing presun: brom
gll the more militanl aress within
the NUM—Yorkshire, South Wales,
Scotland z2nd Kent—for 3 major step-
ping up of indusirial sotion, Miners
in several piis in Scolland have
pasced resolutions and sent telograma
lo e cxeculive alimg Uoses hnds,
pnd Sowth Wales mdEs have orpa-
meéd a lobhy al the executive  to
back up their cal

A mapor breakthiough i@ the deci-
st @l thie Yorkshire aren (o @l Tor
an immediate strike ballot and & step-
ping up of the overtinse ban while i
& being conducted, Emlvn Williams,

ERS:

Presdent of the South Wales minsra,
has been quoted as sying, 'If the
Matiomal Executive recommends &
ballot on the srike, the South Wales
executive will support them.’

This is clearly the only way [or

ward, The Government now Teels
confidont that it can westher the
overtime han without drastic <ul-

backe in power. More importantiy.
the TUCYS ingloripus reirest from
tlee fight agnimst Phase 3, has lefi
milliors of workers—victims of Tory
Government policy - high and dry.
Only declsive action bHke an alfl-ow
mational mminers’ stike can beak
the present deadlock and set the
workars  movemenl on the foad 1o
victory. There can be no doubt that
& miners' atrike, sccompanied as in
1972 with a wave of fiymg picket
sipuads, would meet with memen-
dous support from other workers
|]-|‘.':1|.1:ll.' all their preparations, the
bory Covernment would be browghi
1o its knces in wry shom: ghefi.

AU the lm: of wrting it i5 not
chear whether Thursday’s executive
meeting will call Tor a strike hallot or
not. In any event, time has now be-
came very precious. I them s ool
soame sign ol o seriows siruggle being
lounched apaimst the Tories in the
wery mear loture demornlistion will
P2pmn fox spreod lhl:'l’.ll.I:_.:I'.l::-uI the waor
king class. and the Government pet
IS ¥iclory on 3 platter.

gl Chris Davies {Répbrl)

Pl

Mas= rally in solidarity with the minsrs during the 1972 striks, Sisch solidarity setion
couwld be guararmtesd from the wery first day of a strike called at the presant. This,
enupled-with an allianes of the miners and other sections of the loboar movment in
atriggle sgamet Phaw 3, eouald sheine & deeiti wletory loe il whols wark ing-olass.

Fasex University students, whose o
cugation of universily administeation
bmildings lagl term was an Doportant
fucior by the reswrgence of stsdent
lstrupples agninst the Tory Lovern-
ment, have once agnin gong on the
offensive;

[his time-they bave adopted the
tactic of & rent stoike, and over 150
studeits have dlready piedged their
support fof this action. Support is
growing abpily and plans are currently
being made For a stepping up of their
campaign; which will include further
ocoupatinns, hoyoott of the -
sersity carering Tacilitles, and mass

ohstruction of sennte meethsgs.

The students have reslfirmed ladc
rernt's demands of a 153% reduction
in umiversity catering pricea With no
ctalf redundancies, o guwmnies ol

cxpanded calering sad accommida-
fiom Facilities to meet tho inercess in
atudent nemers, and a 33% redoc-

Hunger strikers ~

Gorry Fitt and the SDLP are a
major obsiacle to the campaga o
pet the Irish politicol prisoners on
hunger strike reputriated to the North
of beland, Supporiers of the Irish
Political Hostages Campaign and the
Conpolly Assocmtion were toid this
when they lobbied MPs at the House
of Commons st Tuesday (22 Fanu-
ary .

The lobby was orpanked by the
Connolly- Association and supported
by the IPHC, It took up the question
of the continuation of internment,
and ihe recent British Army raid on
the offices of the MNorthern Irelind
Civil Rights Assodation, as well as
the case of the hunger strikers.

Severnl Labour MPs, including
Jock Stallsrd and Norman Afkinson,
tobd lobbyisis that they supporiec
the return of {he prisomers, =z did
Lords Longford and Castlercagh, but
in tuking up the gquestion with the
Home Office they facod the problem
that the Irish groaip in the House,
which is convened by Gerry Firt,

e

hod nob acted on the guesiion. Al
though they proomased Do take it op
again, Lhe ‘podition of the SDOLE s a
major stumbling biock.

CHANGE OF LINE

Last Sunday, Ceerry Fill made a
statements about the I'rice si3fers &m
siathern Irish radio. He said that,
‘the terrible plight of these young
girks could be brought to an ead if
the IRA stopped its campaign of
viclence.” This is n clear shift o the
SDLPS position sinee the setting up
of the Executive, and was elaborated
by Paddy Dulfy on Saturday when
he said that there conld Ao lonper he
any political comtent o viclence
dince the Sunningdale agrecment, and
consequently those now Sonvicted
of wolence could nol papecl imciu-
siom in any amnesty,

The SDLP took uwp the case of
Michae! Farrell and Tony Canavun
lagt sammer, and have vsully tned
to grib the plory for any successes in
strugglee over political prisoners. But
gince fuking their well-paid offices
their bine has chaoged - could it be
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DLP blocks return

that this wias ¢ conditinn laid down
by Faulkner for the operation of
powersharng?

Clzire Price visited hor aisters Dol-
ours and Marion last Satunday. She
pold the frith Timeer that Doloums
“spemed to be dragging her foet.and
Tike Maron her akin was like wax, The
pirls® eyes were black looking end
there were sores arolnd their months
pecause of the force-fesding,” They
are still suffering scvere chest and
stomach pains.

The strugple to end the (orture of

Demonstration of the brutahty of Iorce
Isading ouiskds Yormwood Serubs

) Iy Aia L0ning

to Ireland

kers Corner wers D, Domamic Costa,
who deseribed the: terrikls effocts
of sustained Torcefecding, and Siob-
han MeKanna, the well-known Irsh
Actras,

BROAD SUPPORT
LAND

The day before, the [PHO had
staged 4 dramatic demopstration out-
side Wormwood Scrabs, challenging
the Crovernor to show his faith o
Home Odfice pronouncements nhoal
the bepeficial effects of (orce-fzeding
by submiiting o it himsell,

Baturally there was no response,
sn three wolunteess were foree-fad
mider medical supervision, AR three
vomi ted before the force-feeding tube
lad even pot o the back of their
thromts, nnd cne of them, an sldecly
man, had to be-taken to hospital
where he was kept owvernight. sufter-
ing from shock,

In Ieeland there have been demon-

IN IRE

strations in Duklin and Belfast —the
march - in Belfust ended  with the
aoting of  PBritish roops, Harely

leas support for any issue heen broad-
art trade uniomists, the Ciaelic Athle-
tic Associalion, the Gaelic Leapue,
and even the Dmblin City Council
have ‘alled for repafriation. The

E Blowdy Sunday commemaoration de-

= monstrations this weokend will give

% 4 further boost to the campaign.
5

{ian i the rents in cortain Undversity-
owned goammodation.

Tev these they have sdded Forther
demaneds which [nclude a coiling oo
all university rents {to be £ sedoac
the level af £250 lest the ooataf.d
msals & day at university prices for
the gopdemic vear), the appointmant
of & fall4ime Howsing: Offlcer o
gesist studenis o privece accotmo-
datien, to Fight clims through the
rent tribunals, and pniversity subsidis-
ation of private pecommodalion 8o
that it is kepl below the level of tha
cailing on vniversity rents,

Megnwhike, 28 students and siaff
are being summoned before the uni-
wersity's discplinary - ¢ommittea al
the end of Rnuwy oi chargess o=
rising out of lasr perm's occupation.
The current @mpaign & making the
dermizod for no victimimlion of staff
pnt students a4 central one, and al-
ready over 100 gtudens have signed
a stetement afficrmding fhelr olee-
five responsipility for lust rerm's
Fi=als v

The imporiance of the Essex ac-
tiong are that they combline a strog-
gle owver key loesl issues with aclion
on the demands of Che natienal WUS
granls campalgn. Basex sfudenis ace
asking for solislarily actions and mes-
wees of support from student and
trade wnion bodics across the coum-
bry, Al the mme Hme they recogniae
that their victory depends upon other
colbeges Taking up Ihe fight along
simitar linea. Accordingly, they hopa
that the entire student movement will
begin fo discass the lemons ol Basad,
and expect Lo prodooy materig]l to
stimulate such discugsiong in the new
future.

Fay A lemarder

Force-teeding, and pet the prisoners
returned o the Worth of Ireland, iz
gaiming muomentum. Lagt Supday (20
January) the IPHC called 2 demaons-
trution in which 400 ook part, It
marched from Sperkers Corner o
Ellburn Square. where Liam Eelly,
the father of Gerald Eelly, and
Claire Frive Urinked the demonstra-
Lard, Amenpst the speakers at Spen-

B the Tory Gomeenenant hes plled on the pressure, 1he Urde union bu reserats, left and
right, Bave cut and run. The miners and The Shrowsbisry defondants are lefl te lecs the

capitalivt onslcught olone.

The need for 8 mevohitionary papar was nover groxber. Thare s & sérious [ob 10 be donn
not only Im getting revobulionary idess koo, but also to blaze out the miasaga that the
workers can win, i they push past thair ‘leadess’.

That was whi we Lsinched cur £2,000 Crisis Fund Drive lagl Drcsinber, wa neod the

monry bo make Mag Weekly s papes which

gone grart, donatlons talled off after the middie of the monih, and we have o epart, in

our hast s for Jenisery, That wa have ondy

ders neod the paper, Tha clas sirugglo mosds & better pagar. W srs sotending the appaeal
for two wesls — dont el us down, send 3 donatbon SN to:- Red Yeelkly, BT Caled omian

Aowd, London N1,

guis closs to doimg the job. Bul despite &

got £1HI0 20, W nead the monoy, our ma-




