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TORIES DOWN -

Phata: MIKE COHEN

It could soon be curtains for Heath now that the failure of his gamble has
Ift the strategy of the capitalist class in such disarray

Miners’ leaders fall
mto relativities trap

Speaking 5l 3 mass miners” demon-
stration in Cardilf last Tuesday.
Laywvence Daly, Secretary of the
UM and lending left-winger on ihe
MNatiomal Execoiive, feli abliged to
apologise for hiz unisn’s appear-
ance before the Tores' relativities
iThuiTY

He sid that bie had told the TUC
I don't like the phrase *special case®

miners are ol bepging to be
trealed as a specal caee. 1'm nod
prepared o put tlat Lype of are-
umenl L the ey pense of hower-paid
enEIneers, postmen, sgricultural
workers and oihers.”

It 15 6 shame that br Daby wae noi
peet -l beldl the Tory Governanend
the smo theng he s *bravely’ dald the
T The relativities inguiry witich he
attemled is a hosdy sed g, Sloardy and
openly, 1o deal with “specal case® wrp-
uments — and tomake me Oial special
s am kepl gpacial

Uiy was pold thix v his face by Pay
Board chairman Sir Frank Figgures
whi spelled it oui (0 his opening speech
1o the inguiry. AL Canddll, Daly offercd
e paihetss excase thot "We oitly pot
mvedved in fhe reladmaties dascussion
when we were virtually deapged kefore
i Fay Boardl,”

Haid |wvw can a bunch af unwan
feadors” who are alraid toomake up
thear muimids abogt whial meetings {hey
Wil i will ol oteend, bope B defeai
2 Crovernmient and win a_strike? 19 (e
minces kel nefosrd 1o attend fhe relad-
wikivs imgquiry, and mssed that By
wokld only co0pserate wilth a bady thiae
wus ol bound wp with Tor Inceemes
poticy, they vwaould laye smashed the
‘rekmbiviles' trap boosmidberossm and
cauzmed a g ser back Nor the Gavern-
mants aftempt Lo impose Phase 3,

Az il is the MUM exconlive can naw
be depdeied by the Tories a5 6 Geing
sivertement for the relativilio:
machinery and Phase 3,

Fhe exeontme’s eooperaiion with
the fcpelry amd itx insistence on keeping
picEetine dvwn o & minisin
at the cosd of makem: pokeds ine e

all sugaesd Phat the exccutive hopes 1o
win this stmipple sclicat o real fiehi

vEen

They bave becn ceunling cither on &
wictpry Tow Labour im the clocissn and a
prompt witkEment wilh a iew Labour
Caovermmseni, of on B new Tory Geowvein-
memt heing caper 1o pei Hhw country back
1o work, and preparcd 1o pay Tor il

Theey Thus wainl bo ovoad picketing
confrontations, hoth for fear of e
an mlvers: effect on Labaosie™s vhoctoml
<lianees aml b prevent 4 harduning of
redations witle the Tanes, and are pro-
rvd 40 lake part ot relativities
M ury en arcei 19 demonstraie 10 the
elevloratic the “ressoaablencss” of truds
antana, ard (o pive the Tories an apeniing
I il shoudd they win the eloy Hion,

o i the MUM eveenrives caleil-
aftans fum ol 80 hgse baen corpect
kil Dheeae was o serions possilaliee thar
miimers cahd bsve Pogimd B selves Teane
fperw Tory Crwernment dercrtsined 1o
smash their srrlss cas cventoalicy for
wihiels the exevutee™s sizalegy Bt thein
tlally anprepared )
thnrauphly short-sighted, [ will senve o
sipcretheon the honed of flcest  Labaar
andd Tory - who demand wovee resirim'
Fefiher “voluntary " ar leesl i, w il L p R
COnEENEe 80 ree, g i does :|q_|||'_||',¢ o
pEimarE warking cliss uniy

Phe abifity o the warking ol rioe-
ment 1o el back agaan<i capitelisg aliack
18 fhus bring wenkened by e UM over
ative’s mnacewring, Bl u Rasl some of
the dumage can still Be parched up The
LM leadorsliip must s and parlifivise
A declaraion thar 1hey supnort swease ok
lemumts fon esery sronp ol workers simil-
ar 1o e meners” claim, tha
sppescd 1a any fanh of jeomes palscy
uT wige meEtranl wnder capitadism, ungd
s any doal with u Labatir Caverme
meni b hald wages down, Resedorions oo
this eiTect <houll e slaped by MUY
bramches and aren von il s morimy th
COlUnry,

Anaither enspar wey 6w hech the KU
van nake wp far it wiong paly aven e
Te it ity incpuiry and &) fke g bBlow far
wirking ol iy 1 by cukdir uyp g
Prrogoszl of Juck Callins, Beil arva repres
ciimtive oo e BOM oxeculive, and
midking the Pnovimg ol thes jaibad Sheew sty
ek res A oty of Therr recarm ne swork
1 leis ab=ir shoul Jressed Top by Dranches
Anid e conmieces,

Ray Algmancker
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ONTO

WORKERS
VICTORY!

The Tories” last-ditch attempt to use an election Lo strengthen their hand against the workers'
movement has dramatically backfired.
Their defeat at the polls is an important victory for the working class, but it marks only the be-
ginning of the struggle to defend working cluss living standards, The attacks launched by the Tories
unemployment, social service cuts, legal shackles on the unions, incomes policy —were made necess-
ary by the crisis situation in which British capitalism tinds itsell, This crisis will not disappear just

because Harold Wilson is likely to replace Ted Heath in Downing Street.

Ay Governineni that arigmpis
o rule the couniry in this time of
crisls must gdopl drastic measures
The miserzble siring of (eforms
which Labour advocsies are o joke.
There are only ten roads - 1he roawd
ol drastic sociglist policics that will
defend the imeresis of (he working
claas and make the capitaiist class
piy the price for the criss their
system has created, or the read of
drastic owmitedied maioles that will
piace the hurdens of 1he crisis onlo
the hucks of the workers in order
b preserse cdpitalisg profiis.

PROGRAMME

Lhe swhote tradilion, programme
amd lendership of the Labour Party
wall work toset it o the roed of
capatabist policies, Cinfy the miesi
tighly-orpamised and detenmined
farms of strugele by working
sreaple can prevent g Labhowor
Crovernment froam impleineniing
Prlicies ossentnlly identical fo
Lhiavses nf the Tories, and set che
workers' movement an the coad
Lo o suncialisg sohierion

The defeat of the Tenes will
be seen Iy rlic moass of work ng
recple a5 a victory that will boost
thedr Foel fig sparil, The formation
ol g Labhear Government will aroues
expeclabions ancd insoire millions
ol workers 1o thick and discuss
ghouir e pvpe ol policies that
shaulg he followed,

Fhe Lask of militemis is ro push

his nesponse beyond thoupht and
talk Lo orgamisalion, Lo convince
workers thar policies thal shawfd
b ddapred by he Cioversimeant can
alsn he implemenced immediziely
and diredtly By phe workers move
rienl.

The union hureaucrats and the
Labhour Gowcrnment wall irv Lo cook
tyE e kel Lo kewp wiiges down Pasr
evan iV Labour conld sacanates 1o

keep prives down | which, with their
present reformist policies, they can-
nol b workers living standards have a
good deal of carching up 1o do A
fight musi be mounted inside the
umions Io prevent the bureaucrats
doinp such a deal, based on the slopan
Nek Ieamer palicr wnder oapiiaiiner

By CHRIS BALFOUR
- - —ry

Fhe best way of proventing such
a deal i= by a masave, all-ouwr wapes
offensive, The miners must ntamtain
theit strike aod msisl spon the full
claim, the rail unions insist on thels
wipe Claims belnge ntel in rall, and
the Manchester Conference of cne-
inzenng convenos showld he recalled
ifEcintely fo plan & nationsl eog-
ineering atiike Lo win their national
clavrn, Workers torced o ntake Lasi
mnure sellements wnder Phase 3
should insisl on a new deal

Ihis wages offensive must be
accompanicd by 2 mobilisation of
the enlira brigle union movemest
tex ensare that the Labour Govern
menl aholishes the whale apparatus
ol ‘Fory controls — the “tounler-
nfistion” Acts, the Indusical Rel-
dhions Act, and the tghier laws lor
pickeis. The “Day ol Action’ in
defence ol the jailed Shrewsbury
pickels set for 20 March must be
turmned anlo a massive displaoy of
working class determination o
relense these [pds, and must mark
the beginniog of an all-owl camp-
aipn to lorce the Lahour Governo-
mend 1o grans them a full pardoa,

PRICES

Al wape claimns muat include 1he
demand for total protection of wage
rises from inflation through a shiding
srale for nil-porms threshnld™) that
will puromalically adinst wapes
Upwards as prices rise.

Barr riging arices should also be
Lackled st eouree. Price committess

of trade whnrondsts, lenones ond
housewives should be et up across
Lthe eounlry 1o do this job. They
shouwld systematically monitor shop
prices, insist that all firms open e
books for regular mspection of
prices and profits, and orpanise dirsct
gerien 4 boyenils, Backings, and strike
action} fo keep prices down. They
should baild a mass campaipn to
insist that the Lobouwr Govermimeni

i posas Lok price Imeeze and
grants the price commitoees
authority Lo ealoree the freess.

WORKERS' MOVEMENT

The ruling class will @mploy all
Linds ol Partiamentary manoeuyres
(with the Liberals as the main foal)
ta cither hlock the lormation of §
Lahour Government or o tie its
hands. The Laboue Parry bureaucrals
will vea tleeir weak position in Parl
idment 45 B0 excuse for nor 3d.l:l1}tl.|]g
radical paolicies.

But & Labour Govermment need
not be st the mercy of such ruling
vlass tricks, Thers is an aligrmative
i Telving on Lbe Parlinmentary
bhacking of the Liberals — reiy on
the orpanised power of the workers
e rment outside Parllanent,

Working class militanfs should
work towards the eatablisheenn
of mass commiliees io mohilise
supeort for socialist policies and
defend the Government from Patl-
wmzntary sabatape by the oppos-
iton. [f the Government refuses
Lo take socialiar measuras, {he exist
ence of these committess will prev-
cnl the Labhour bureansrats using
the excuse of their weak plsition in
Pacliament, and such committecs
could then move bn implenient
such policies themaclves, I the
Crovernment, the organs of the
capitnlist atate feouris, police ete.]
or the boases Irv to resisc such
mecaiures dhese comnntlees coald
ucganise 8 powerlul reply — generd
SiFike.
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The Tory hlpnr_l.d:a
our has fimped home with the largest
number of Parliamentary seafs. What
sort of problems will a Labour Gov-
erament face? To answer this we
mizt examine the experience af the
Torics over the past 4 years.

Heaih's biggest job was to reverse
the decline in the profitability of
British industry, something which the
previous Wilson Government had
failed 1o do. According to one
estimate, the pre-iax rate of profit
in manufacturing, consiruction and
distribution, had faflen from | 7%
in 1951 to 9.V in 1970, These
figures include foreign carnings. If
these are subtracted, the fall is even
sharper, especially under Wilson:
froon 1 1% &0 1964 10 5,85 in 970,

it would not ke enough to bash
wages. Hourly carnings in Britain
roee by 387 between |947T and [971.
Yet this is hardly exceptional, In
France for exam ple, hourly earmings
roso by 64% over the same perod.
Wapge costs per unit af cwfpul in
Frunce, however, rose by only |E%
wheress in Britsin they rose by 275%!

In other words, the productivity
of Britsh industry was poarer than
its competilons, Even ils weaker ones.
This reflecied persistently low rales
of investmenl, Yel an tnvesiment
boom could only be encouraged by
a ristng rale of relurn on capltal. The
vicious circle was complete

To break oul of thus duemma,
Heath launched 3 double offensive
He took Hritain into Uwe European
markets, snd set oui to fundamentally
weaken the combativity of the work
Illl:ill“ by the use of the Cogris
and the law, Thes bateer aim was
epecially vrgeni since entry inlo the
Camman Markel would raise the cost
ol living in Britain Droweh Y AL dn
end Lo subsidics on bacon and sugar,
pnd bewies on imporis of food from
ouinide the EEC

‘LAME DUCK®

The preparations for entry and the
imitial attack on workers doversijed
with the “lame duck’ policy which
allowed the least efficient firms (o g0

to the wall, as for cxample in the case
of UCE, This prepared husincss for
the competitive conditions of the ERC.
while ai the same time helping to
raise unemploy ment to over @ million
by March 1972, Tax handouts replac-
ed investment grants, and the dode
quiewes swelled, Business was to be
made more efficient by competiion
while the workers were to be demor-
alized by unemployment,

The Industrial Belations Act was
anmed primarily ab the unafficial
shop siewards movement in industries

__-.._.-=|.-:i-. ..-‘.i.-v..'h'.-.-.-. b eim R e =

—,

indum-]r whinsetiled abowe um un-
erlficial pay nomm of B The post-
men were smashod. Dusimen,

hosplial workers, nirses, leachers;
also fell by the wayside.

MINERS

Yei ol was from amongst this
group of workers thal stepped e
group who could smash the policy
into the pround: the miners. As one
alficial commented dunng the
Wilberforce negotiations which
marked the end of most dramatic

=y et

weskness of the workers movemeni
Yoo the redundancy tactlc was met
with occupntions of fecrories in
dafiance of Lhe laws of private
properiy. The majesty of the
Ciourts has been mel with workers
refusing to obey injunctions or pay
fines, and siriking o get workers
out of jail.

All the pomp of Parliament has
not stopped nurses, councll workers
and inkck from stelking apainst
ils laws, The police have been fought
and beaten on fhe picket lines in

" By DAVE BAILEY

where strikes had been high in the

| 146l engliwering, autonobdbes,

docks and construction, The trade
undgns (o which unofficial strikers
belonged could be hauled before

the MIRC by employers and (ined
huge sums of money. The aim was io
force the trade anion bureaucracy

to descipline their own militants. To
assist fhem, am oflicial Regisirar woul
b mven power fo reswrite thi ruke
books and lay down procedurcs for
calling strikes.

BLUNT WEAPON

Although the TUC never i flis-
ad the movement to senously fight
this Agi, and slthough the T&G and
AUEW have suffered large lines ander
the NIRC, the Act has prowed a
Muni weapon. The most significant
defenl was the upsirge which grecied
thie imprsonment of the five dockers,
when Lhe lawyers made the stupid
error of making the militants them-
selves legally liable (instead of the
wrkidans b

In the sixtwes, workers with Little
ecomnie power, cepecially those
in the nationalised indesiries, sitffar-
ed a gharg fall in real carnings. These
novw wenl ilo balile with pational
slrikes.

A lirst, the Tories breered (o
victory. They had rejected concilin-
ficwn with the Lrade wanson ireal-
crats, choosing instead the tectic
ol [hreatentng blood and thunder
to any keader of a nationalised

cirike since the War: “the miners

copid have had the shirt off Heath's |

back.'

The TUL faited to press home the
sdvaniape and mobilise |0 removes
the Tores from office, and the
Government counter-atlocked by
introducing stabe control of wages.
Al no time did the Torizs seriously

) believe in a voluntary incomes

policy. They kpew it wonld be
swept aside by the militancy of the
workers, The ks with the TUC
were designed o weaken the TUC s
position and sirengtben the Govern-
ment's hand for electom] purposes.

But the workees movement did
not give the Tories un easy ride.
Sewveral sirikes occurred, although
they suffersd eventwal deleal. Only
the fmemen managed to strefch the
terms of Phase 3, Finally, however,
the Tories had to face once again
Lhoe workers who just would not
B wway ! the miners.

In his effort Lo defeat 1the miners
and save the Tory incomes policy,
He=uth has been Torced o sabotape
the cconemy. The F-day week , even
thaough it las virteally sashed out the
enpineers” strugele, must be one of
the most costly anti-sirike manoeuy-
res of all ime. 1t failed. With the
niikers, ven the ultimate manoeuvre
of a peneral election has failed.

Heath has therefore foifed to deal
the workers movement a decisive
ow. The confrontation stralegy
relied Tor success on the political

severn] hig battles, such as Saliley

in 1972, The trade onion bureaucrats,
even those of the ‘left’, have lost
aome of their authority, and the
wotkers' movement has developed
tactics, such ps ying pickets, which
have outflanked the burcaucrats

mare than once,

RULING CLASS FORMULAS

On lop of all this, certain rling
class political formulas have boen
cxposed. Mo longer cun a capilalisl
Ciovernrmenl say with confidence
that modern capitalism will never
again create l.'riE:lnpl-uymE:'ll. My
langer will a Government be abls
to uppeal For wage restraint with the
plib arpument that chis will produce
economic growth and hold down
priceE,

Heath, with the assistance of
the TUC, may have managed to
gl through it all withoul bringing
on a general sitike and a revolution-
ary upsurgs of the workers move-
meent. But the new government will
have to confront the workers move-
ment with fewer miles (o fhe gallos
in its political tank.,

Certainly, Hesth hasa manapged to
redistribute wealth away from the
working clas to the capitalists, The
rabe of price increascs hias overtaken
the rate of increase in houry earmings,
Council rents have been raised by
4%, Barber's lapest budpet has cut
education spending by L2060 million,
Free echood milk has gone, and the
price of school meals raised, Tax

reliel for the rich has never been more
£ e TS,

Yer ile prospects for British

- capitalism remain prim. During the

year 197273, gross pre-tux profits
roae by L8%, Yet this raised the
sfurre of profits in the national in-
coune by ooly O, 1%, to 6.7%, This
ig nothing like the 4% share it en-
Josred in 1960,

While hetween 1970 and 1972,
undistributed profits rose by
£1,500 mdllaan, invesiment cose by
only a quarter of thai amouni

“{including forsien nvesiment),

Business confidence never pot off
the grounid. The 3-day week , the
ail crisis, and the threat of
recesion Lhroughout BEurope in
1974 are the last stiaws,

Finally, the Toriea have failed to
solve the Insh question in favour of
Beltish dnuperialism. The armed resis-
tance of the nationalist populamon
has undermined the Protesiant
monalith i tha North, and no
permanent solution is in sight, The
British Army has gained valuatbls
training in (he slreels and torlure
chambers of Northern Ireland to
use aginst workers in Britain but o
has cost British imperialism dear

| in fecms of men, majerial and
. marala,

LABOUR GOVERNMENT

A& central plink o Labower's ehe-
ion policy has been its plan for a ‘wole
untary” wage apreemenl wil b the TUC.
Hut such a deal could only survive
il major concesonsg on proces and §he
sovial services were olfersd  nlonz
with “unti-capitalist’ pestures Lke Lim-
ited mationalisalion,

Evon then success would be hriet,
For Labouwr will hawe Lo seok massine
forcipn loans to meet the trade defic,
and subsidies on food and nationalis-
atinn with compensition will b ox-
tremely expensive, withool prosuding
any imoeed e st ulus 6o the scons
omy,

Labowr will be o paralysed Cioowe
cenment. But it will be faced with a
workers' movemenl, unde fesied amd
politicatly primed to explode in the
face of capilaiikm,

Kent student president defends
campaign against vicimisation

The present trials of student militants at Oxford and Essex
Universities, reported on the back page, were preceded last month
by the victory of Kent students. They forced the reinstatement
of Joe Cotter, 2 member of the Communist Party who had been
suspended on trumped up charges,

John McGeown, President of Kent Students” Union and a
member of the IMG, describes the outcome of the campaign,

which sats the tone for the MUS conference on student |
victimisation o be held on 16 March. |

The lasi week has seen an hysterical
altack lunched on the students of
Kent University by the ruling clss
press, Marcist vioknee overshadows
Eeni.. 5top these student mohs "
sereamed the Ll Marl, The Daily
Telegraph talked of “Mob rule in
Kent.”

These aliecks come a week after
a carnpaign to reinstate Joe Cotier, a
student victimesed on academis
grownds, was won hunds down, The
dean of the foculty mvalved,
Proftossor Chibver, has restened | thos
Fulfilfing the Tull demands of the
campaign: ‘Cocter [N, Chilves OLUIT,”

The Telegraph supges:2d tlat
Kent = now n place nf dark ness and
ploom. What a joke! Tf thers 18 any
dark ness and gloom ol Kent Uiniver-
sity this possibly has more to do with
the Tory Giowernmend™s resirictions
an hesting and Liphtiog than it bas
o do il the Students” Unowton, For
during the last few weeks more
studente have actually participated
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in what goes on at this place than al
any other Leoke in ils hislory, |

'MOB BRULE" i

This s whal really scares the
uiewersily authoniies and the Tory
pressoand I5iRls (8 o b rade e
we ad Kewd are gil i favonr af il
Margarct Gowlng, whoe reccived o |
recognibinn here bl was o ppoind el
Lep aim Chgborrdl Chir i the History of
Scienve 1old the Tiwees Higher
Farearior Yeppdement thal there
wias mone Ireedam of speech in the
Civil Bervice than at the Unoversily
of Kent at Canterbury.’

This has begun to chaomps, The
occupation and the campaizn
against viclimisatdion was chamcie
rised b daily mass meeimps. These
miss mesebings were the devision
making hodies of the Sludents’

Ll —sach i our comeepiion of
the direcl democracy of 1 hose
aelually vobaed i e stiugele.
Linlortunately this cannal e siid
al all those farces wiio call Uheo-

selveg “left’
Lerll
Flee M has poinied oul ihe

-particularly the Broad

{ hankruptcy of this amalgam time
| and a,gaiu: Bl mever has this been

mére clearly demonsorated than a
Eenl, 1nitially the occupation of the
Rewistry received no reply from the
aulhorities on ilg dema mids, and
inevilably a small group of :i;jt-“.-i;g
atwdents crawled oul ol the wooal-
work [o organises names for
referendum designed 1o block the
rUinstatement canipaign,

| fuig, caombimed with the decision
ol the Asociation of Universicy
Tenchers 1o ‘sirike’ [by B9 volos o
87 with 12 abslentionsy oo the kind

. oeffer of ful pity Trosm Lhe sniversily,

puk the wind up a aoeal sectioo of
The fefr—Lbe Hroad Lell, of coumse

BROAD LEFT DISGRACE

Instead ol conlromiing the
urpniments ol The rmphi-wing stuidents,
the soven Broad Laefl membsees of the
Stuclent Unicon exacuiive wens Befling
the fack of fhe ccowmirtion and
valled an cmergeney cxeculive
miceling Lo end the oceupalion, Al
Lhis rvectaog o of Lhair leislimg
spokesmen tokl us we were defeated
il should retreal and col o losses,
Clbwere wsed mon: militane rlhetoris

whiogl letving abl bell Loose™ i our
deapamds wene not met within Lheee
days,

Ihicse Eeople abwiously have a
comnpletely burcaueratic concepliom

aof student struggbes in which the
magses can be turncd on and off
rather like a tapin order fo fit into
their manosuvring o plecate the
right wing and prolect their posilions,
Mot surprisingly one of the things
the bowrgeods press e amitled to
mention is the gerogl role of the
Communist Party in this campaign.
That wouwld nol it in with thedr “red
scare” campaign,

The attacks from the Tory press
can only mean that further repres-
siom i% on the way For students,
particularly il a Tory Governmeni
is pe=glecied, The bepinnings of this
can be seen in the trials of students
al Daford and Esmex and the threat

of Further victimisations at Kent.

These must be rigorously fought. I
Caollege Authorities succeed in
wictimisation thie will cut the feet
Fresm nincler all the other cam paigns;
on geante, housing, coaree content
and exams, thal rmay require direcl
action to be taken.

This gives a new urgency o the
Conference on Victimistion to b
teeld at Essex University on Saturday,
16 March, And it means that the
slogmn on which the Kent ocoupalion
was ended —"What do we want—a
Fighting Uinion'—should be popula-
rigedl throwghout MUS in order to
contbat both the attacks of the
college authorilies and the Lhes of the
haoufgeals preds

Kant cocupation prﬂuhlld.l;;ﬂ&';ul plnl-_— im this cass, the Daily Mail
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are e ve e
ﬂl.ﬂ.-lln.l demiand wiil
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u!a decade ago

Ar Bant Lsversily a
Ludent who v cxpriled
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Dulp Mal, Thunde, Febapas 37, 191

This fecident was 1l
m.;r_.;l-l_ nme frir H-l-'\-lul'\-:lll.
Predimanr Guy Chalver,
@_@iﬂq” ranitirg
Faiadiy. For years e had
wiatehed the sitzalion
deterssrnle. This wees he
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Phots! CHRIS DAVIES (Repaort)

mich as the Poy Laws, mokam, equal
pay and the need to fight and break
the laws of the niling class were
given & real hearing. Secondly, it has
enabled the International Marxist
Garoup to win new members and
supporters a5 well &s extend the
influence of Bed Werkly.

SHEFFIELD,
ATTERCLIFFE

The campaggn (or Tarig All grined
constderable momentum in the last
five days before polling day, Running
1o a schedule of pever less than three
meetings a day, Tang spoke at factory
gaies, in the local wards, to immigrant
workers, on street corners and to
MEmETS,

At the big enpincering factory of
Shardiows, aller addressing over 0
workers ooiside the gate, he was then
collered by the night-shifi shop
stewnrd, who demanded on behalf
of his ahift that Tang stay @nd repeal
his speech. Tanig later remarked that
it was the first time he had been
@ven in encore oubside a factory

Owver 150 Shardlow workers heard
the policies of the IMG 2nd 2 nuomber
ought Hekels for Wednesdoy's
election mily. The next morning
wame tirty copies of Red Weekli
wore sold to the day shifi,

BELOW: Gesard Vergeat of the French ax-
Ligws Cammuanisto speaking at o London
MG meeting on tha alactian on Tuesday.
Algo on the platform (§ 1o t): Targ AlL,
Linds Smith {chaird, and John Ros,

BIG IMPACT

Al a mecting in Birley Ward on
Monday night 60 electors turned
up, This conbrasied with the ‘enthuts-
astic’ pudience of 11 who turned up

| o hear Labour candudate Dufly on
| the same evening The leaders of the

Yemeni Workers Limion also invited
Tarky to sddress them, and conirasted
his anti-imperialnd pogition on Poles-
tine wilh Lhe support given Lo Lion-
ism by the other candidates.

Al 3 meeling arganmised under Lhe
suapices of the Community Relations
Ciroupand p mesting for Pakistani
workers, where be spoke in Urndo,
Tarig atincked the openly racist
policees ol bolh Tones and Laboar
Both these mestings were well
atiended by warkers (rom the local
immigrant commumity.
BELOW: Dob Purdis [oemirel and his
crimpaign arganisars sboot 1o kend in his
nomination papers last week

As one Pakistant worker gaid at
| the end of the second meeting:
‘Labour cannot fight againet the
Tories’ mgisl laws, The IMG is the
| only orpanisation that not only
| opposes Lhese laws, bt really
siTuggles against them amongst
white workers,'
A& n result of Tarig's mestings
in the mining arezs, 8 number of
very useful contacts have been masle
which have been followed up by the
local IMG branches. Special trans-
port was being arranged for miners
whe had bought tickets for Wednes-
day s rally, Already by Tuesday
evening 300 tickers had been gold
loer the rally,

GLASGOW,
QUEENS PARK

Denouncing the progrimmes of
both Cofmimudat Party and the
Laboair Party, veteran revolptionary
Harry MceShane veged Queens Park
volers o vobe revolutionary” on
18 February, Addresming Purdie’s
election rally, le gaid: ‘It is the firss
time for 25 years thoil [ have spoken
at an elaciion mesting,’

Amongsi those present at this

 meebing was the Apprentice Conven
or of one of the Glasgow ship vards,
whio not only supported Purdie®s

clection campaign but also expressed
interesl o the IMC:, He 8 ane ol Lhe

rmany workers who have been attrac-
ted around the [MG in Glasgpow as
& reaull of Lhe campaign,

John Freil, ene of a number ol
Maclaren's workers sporting & 'Vore
Furdie® sticker, told us; ‘T supporl
Bob in this conetituency because
af everything 1he |ME; hag done to
assist the Maclaren’s waorkers in their
struggle,”

Anolher Maclaren’™s worker who
supparts Purdic, Andy McColl {above),
added: *Right from Lhe slasl of ihe
struggle the IMG was thers. Had
thelr intersention been actod upon
this fight would have been won by
now,”

Sellers of Forkers Press received
shorl shrill from Maclaren's workers
when they arrived last Wednesday.
Irate workers showied; '"Where have
yosu b for Lhe last seventeen
weeks!

Sales of Ked Weekly have shown
a dramntic increase in the last five
days, and miny new readers bave
asked about the [MG and ifts sctban-
£,

AL 5t Luke's Cathalie School,
thie children held o mock electian.
L’:‘ld-.":'ilajlﬂulg wolkers fenlocracy
much hetizr than many of their
clders, they staried of f by banning
the Tory candidate from standing.
The final resull was four yoles Tos
the Seattish Nationalist Party, fen
for the Labour Party, |2 for the
Communisi Party, and 29 voles for

| IMG candidase Bob Purdic. That's

one class with a fufare!

NEWHAM,
NORTH-EAST

Jimg, the influential Pakisran:
paper bor Lthe Lirdu speaking-popula-
tion in London, ran a spectal article
on Mewham North-Fasi 1his week,
asking immigrant workems to cast
their vore for [MO condidoate Jabhn
Rass, This fallowed a stalermenl
signed by E.0, Butt, Barrister al
Lave and President of Taheik-i-
Istigial {Britain); M. A Janunager,
President of Pakistan Peoples’
Front; M, A, comvenor of Pakistan
Socialist Society {London); and
e [ Ahmed, Pregiden] of Pak-
Bangladesh Friendehip Sogicty
{ Blackbirm)

The starcnent eavs: “We havo
tlealogical differences with the [MG
But in spite of these differences we
appeal to all imnigrants to vote for
Lhe candicdates of this organisation.”
The reapons given are: ‘1M has
alwaye been in the forefront of
those who support Palestinian,
Viarnamesa, Irigh and other (reedom
fighters engaged in bloody strugsis
againsl the Imperiakists’; and that,
‘no ocher orpganisation hae played
such an active robe as the IMG in the

| fight agsinet the racialiste . , , " The

slafemen! was widely distribuied in
all thres constiiuencics and got a
wery pond response in Newham.

From Friday until Wednesday
well over 100K copies of Sed Weekiy
were sold i Newhan, exther al sireel
mectinge or through door-to-doos
sales, Factory gte and college mest-
ciyggd as well as a meeddng in Fasl Ham
Town Hall have attrocied atoentive
and allen sympalbhelic sudiences,
Ope Jocal branch eommities meinbos
of the Labour Parly inld an IMG
catvasen: 1 will probakly vode Koes,
Prentice s 5o bloody right wing thnt
be iy no way repreecnts the interests
of the working chiss”

The active campaign mn by Lhe
IMG weas inovivid contrast to the
ukewarm efforts of the Newham
morth-bast Labour Farly, Lahoar
cinvitssers were almost as Tare i
sipht a8 Trotekyists ar a Buckingham
Falsve garden parly. Those few who
were in evidence simply relied on the
anti-1ory nstinets of te working
class; They werne nof interesied in.
of capable of, winning the clectors

| o socialist ideas.

John Aoss st Mewham maating el

Meither Ali, Purdic nor Ross will
be entertaiiing workers to len on the
terrace at the House of Commons,
The St Luke's vote cummot be tuken
as an omen, Mevertheless, thedr cam-
poign hos achieved the aims st when
wye decided to run candidabes, irres-
pective of the number of votes gained,

The need fo continue the simgsle,
and the need to rely only on the in-
dependent strength of the working
cluss, has been firmly driven home.
In the constitoencies the IMG has
incrensed its strength and widened
its circles of contacts and readers of
its paper. I has also gained saluable
experence i learning how (o agitate
on the isues Tacing the working class
it o way Ehat con i o ready
reapnse amongst workers,

‘Miners Right, Government Wrong®. The head-

workers” fught elffective _ ., {ard) are making

ting the pressures of international competilion

line of a left-wing newspaper? No, the slogn
comes from the December issue of Spaorhiead,
puper of the fascist Mational Front,

“The claim of the miners for more pay is in
fact a thoroughly just one in the light of
galloping inflation and of the harsh conditions
of work thet are inherent m the industry.” says
syprarfremd

Thas atbtitugle 15 nol an aberration on the
pirt ol the editors. The Nationsl Frone &
changing ils image, |l does not condemn trade
unionists a8 such as subversive of the capitalist
eyElem Lt supporls - anly Uhe 'politically
mativated (ronblemakers’ and ‘commuonise
eloments's Support for the miners i part of a
new effort by the NF to bocome kaown and
trsated as a ‘working-ciss organisation”,

SPEARHEADING ACTION

In the same ssoe of Speerieed, we 1cad:
"Widespread Indusirial Sction urged 1o Back
Sugar Workera®, Below the news 5 revealed
that the NF in Newham, Basi London, supporis
thee effoats of hocal aupar refinery workes ro
resist redundangies browght alout by EEC
preference for beet sugar production.

It moe just passive support eilher ' Realising
thot the present woave of sugr workers' proleses

National
Kront
woos the
workers

ire Likely 1o be inelleclutl, we are planmnng Lo
gid the sugar workers by laving e Foundations
foor 4 seood e of defence, We are now produc-
ing o bepttet entitled *Sweal Talk —Bul Nolhing
Else”, which iz intended far trade uniomisis in
other local imdustioes, anct for mooknes of che
peneTad puhlic,

The NF in Mowham s convineod Lhal balh
puhlic understanding and Doter-ieadosd il
Forlidwriey are necessdary o make the supar

o specipl paint of issing the “Sweet Talk™ leadlet
ikrough the doecks asking dockworkers o “hblack”
all Evropesin corgoes if Parlinment insists upon
hetraying British cane-suwgar refinery workers,”

The appeal for solidacty action & couplsd
with warnings to the siegar workers nol (o frusd
their employers, Tate & Lyle, The employers.
warns the Front, wil almoat cerraimly sell-out
their workers to Brussels: "We suspect the em-
ployers of making contlngeney plans Lo abandon
their workforce . . . Already they are seeking to
Finel chit iF any ool their drivers are willing 1o
drive in Europe.'

‘NATION-CLASS

Huw does this call for rrade undon astlon
fir into the Frond's political ontlook™ "Newham
Mational Fronl contends that British workers
will only defend Vheir mefionoi-clagy inlereris
by jutnl imslustiial and political action.” The
term mation-class” is Tound o many reactionany
rhilosaphies. [§ attempls 1o combine natiomalis)
sentintent with the apparent immedinte interesis
ol a proip of workers o strupgla,

The sugar workers liml Chemselves opposing
Ll poslicica, sand NF patriotism applands
Lheir actiom, The same ancouragement, howeyver,
wonld e firmers or amall husinessmen resis-

or combatting internal ‘subversion’.

These examples demonsirate the difficulties
af fighting the fasciga, It B one thing to
dencunce the fastists as 'tools of the hosses',
kst il ism'l 2% simple as this suggests,

The faacists will denounce hig bosees—the big
monngEolies and international bankers—Thal
support the little bosses driven oo the wall by
the [ack of “palriotism® shown by big capital,
The *anti-capitalist® radicalism of fascist mowne-
menls can prove fatally attractive bo some
sertlome of workere, eapecially those wiose
indusiries are ruined by international competiti-
o of capilal concenlraliom,

BLUNT WEAPON

All fascizd movements kave o certain nwton-
amy From blg capital In their initial growth
perinds, Bt o masr fascisE movemenl oo
becomes a wenpon in the hands of bigcapilal
oy smnnsh The workers® maovement,

The price ko the British ruling-class of a
revi vl of extrome-right activity ot this time,
may well include fascist inwslvement in strikes
anid Blckimgs deteimental to employers’
inicrests. In the longer run, however, they may
take the view thet tie MF a2 a blunt weapon of
the Iuture may be worth Lhe pnoe,

TOM CAMERCHM
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been on most of us, Tor Tory politic-
ans it has been a veritable godsend.
Every embarrassing problem that has
degged them during the present elec-
tion campaign—{rom the 3-doy week
o the massive trade deficit—has been,
in whole or in part, blamed on the
escalating price of international ofl.

The populsr press—long adept at
covering over the crimes of weslern
impertalism—has gleefully seized on
the opportunity to paint a heart-
rendlng picture of the helpless indus-
trinl nations being hedd to ransom by
the rapacious "oil sheiks” of Arabia.

‘Sheik bashing® has become prac-
tically the last symbol of “national
umity’, being taken up by both the
Tory Government and the Minework-
crs alike,

THE MONOPOLIES

But one of the actors in the real-
life version of the ‘energy cricis’ is
curioudly absent from the entertain-
ing scenarios drawn up by the press
the international il monopolies. 1t
is these companies who are fespong-
ible for producing, ehipping, proces-
ging and selling the preclous substance
that we now find ourselves so shor
of.

Zeven top companies have more
than 75 per cent of world odl prodioe-
tion sown up between them. The
biggest of them all, Exxon—kaown
in the UK as Esgo—is the largest indus-
trial corporation in the United States,
while anocther four are among the Lop
ten US firms, The remaining two
are plght on our own fronl door stopl
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wgess planted far deeper in the
mergy crisis' than the tales of the
popular press would supgest.

Ouir introduction to the ‘energy
crisis” came through the decision of
ihe Arab oil-presfucing countries to
cut back on world oil supplies in os-
der to apply political pressure in
favour of o favourable settlement of
the Arab-leracli war, 11 was this action
which made it possible for the Arab
shieika to be cast im the role of “evil
demion’,

'CRISIS =IN 1972

But shortages and rising prices of
oil hit the United States almost a full
year before the outhresk of war in the
Middle East. In September 1972,
Allan Hamilton, treasurer of the
giant Exxon Corpotation, spelled
tlings ouw:

“Unless and until the real nature
of the crisis is understood, and prefi
levels hecome such thar the indestry
B confident that its investments will
bear fruil, the supply of energy will
not be fortheoming.”

Thit marked the begloming of a
campalgn by the oil monopolies Lo
carry ouk in the Geld of oll supply a
manoeuvTe they had abready success
fulty executed over narural gas.

Watural gas, usually found in con-
Junction with i, is another energy
soaroe inowhich the odl companies
have long had & stake, Almost one-
third of U5 energy needa ane met
from this source. However, unlike
other fuels, natural gas prices have
been subject to povernmenl regula-
Lkon.

Prices have been pepged at a level
sufficient o guaraniee the ol com-
pianies a 15 per cent profit margin,
Biwd, used to the soft touch of oil
moncpaly profits, 15 per cenl & not

“and developmen! of new pas reserves,

and were thus jeopardising the loag-
ere snpply of this key fuel.

JUGGLING THE BOOKS

There & overwhelming cvidence
that this “crisis” was a classic case of
jugsling hooks Jost as the ol indos
iy "5 campalgn aEainst gasprice
regulagion got into high gear io
1868 Uhe fipures on gas TeseTves
guddenly staried to poawry.

Firat It was mysteriously discover-
ed that some 600 billion cubiz Teet
of reserves didn’t really cxist at all,
Then new additions bo rederves
siddenly went into a dramatic
decline compared with peeviouws
yEars.

Ome U8 Government sgency which
trded to check up on company figures
about reserves found that the figures
catered in companies books were
much higher than thoss tumed in to
the Government -0 S0ME CASCE 05
much 35 ton times greater]

Diespite this exposure of the oil
companies’ trickery, the Mizon
adorinisirotion -ils path greased by
genetous bribes—has moved Lo mesl
many of the gas producers’ demands.

And the companies have shown
Ihat they are prepured to 2k even
tougher action if anyone tries (o
stand in their way, In the winter of
1972, for example, they practically
cut off all gas supplies (o the Texas
town of San Anlonio until they
were awarded & mew contract with
improved prices,

OIL CUT-BACKS
The wil monapoles adopred o
similar approach with regord to ofl
and petroleum, For some Lime they
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© When this did net produse suffick-
ently rapid results they adopeed the
expediont of cutting hack The jevel
of production in the caisting refiners
Facilitics. Asa New York pnewspapor’s

Smmemary of an official Senate inguiry

put lt:

"The largest refinery operators in
the L% made [ast winter's shortage
inevitahie o vear earlice. They did
g0, ., by reducing operations of
their refineries in the first foue
months from 92 per cent of capucity
o oo tooan averape B9 per cent of
capacity. Moreover [the oil compani-
es] deliberately raduced heir inven-
tories of oil products wotil by Sept-
ember, 1972 stocks of heating ol
were a3 much sx 10 per cent balow
1971 listingse."

Towards the end of 1972, the
Government responded to this sup-
posed ‘shortage’ by easing the restric-
thons on the import of oil into the
US, sllowing companies to increase
imports by up to 10 percent, Sig-
nificantly, several of the larger firms
did not bother o take this option.

Ag a result, there was o mijor
crigis tn supplice of beating oil by
early 1573, In January of that
vear Texaco told the Stale Govers-
ment of Mamochusetts that it was
running out of supplies of the clean-
er heating oils, and would cut off all
its customers by the eod of the wesk
wilasa pollution regulations weie
dropped,

Al across the country schools and
public building: were forced to shul
down as stocks of heating olf similar-
lar driest up.

A MARGINAL EMBARGO

The recent shortagos in the United
Staves slem from precisely the same

OIL MONOPOLIES: ARCHI1

: _‘&;@ : LAY ¥

1 .I'I_fw . .
LS oll uppllss. il
Fust a5 the oil monopalies ire
respongibli for the ol shortages, they
have playesd o decisive role in the
recent wave of price tcpepses by the
nil producing stades,

There is o growing body of evid-
ence bor sugeest that che compantee,
far from being the viclims of the
producers” price tises, are the aclive
architects of such a policy. ;

Washingion calumnist Tack Ander-
gon, whi has been the first Lo disclose
many agpests of the Waterpate scan-
dal, has published an account of
secrel documents ol the Arabian-
Americin 0il Company {Ararmcea],
which operates the big Saudi Arsbiam
cilfields and is jointly owned by
lonar @f the US monopalies.

ENCOURAGING PRICE RISES

These docoments reveal that
Aramco sctively encouraged the
Sandi Governinent to push for
price riscs shortly helfors the Deeem-
ber decigion of the oil-produocing
states to double official prices.
Arameo then beeamie concerned that .
the extent of price lycreasss was too
preat—iot becmise it inwoived any
econornic hardship for them, bl
becanse they wen: worricd aboat
the possible ‘political repercussions”
af such massive increasss in weslern
burope,

In order to understand Lhe artitods
of the oil monopolies it is necessary
tor gragp something of the intricate
coonomics of te international ol
industey.

When Lhe Middle East oil fields
werd opensd up in a big way after
tha Second Warld War, the Amereican
oil giants® principal interests were in
S operations, bue the fich Middle
Fagl elds offered oil al a Fraction of
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As a result, the domestic price
of US oil has been well above the
imternational markei price —almost

. double throughout the 19303 and
6ll's—with the oil monopolies making
immense super-prolits on the lmited
quantities of Middl: East oil they
were allovwed (o import.

The difficulty hae been that US
industiry luas had to pay throough the
nose, compared wilh ils Weslern
Furcpean and Japancse competiton,
for ity ail supplies, The recent price
rises solve that problem, actually
making U5 oil cheaper than odl
boughi on the world market,

The “posted prices” which the oil-
producing states set, and which they
have just raised =0 sharply, are nol
the actual market price of oll—they
are purely arbitmary prices used fo
work oul the producing states”
royalties and taxes om oil {which are
now et ai shout 60 per cent of pos-
ted prices).

Thus, with posted prices now
standing 2t £11.60 a barrei, the
slates collect about §7 in revenue on
every barrel produced. The sctual
produciion costs vary considerably,
but in Saudi Arabin they run at about
5¢ a barrel,

With the world market price
standing at about 38 30 this sl
leaves the oil monopolies with 5
handsoeme profit of about $1.25 a
barrel on Ssudi oil, for example. Even
allowing for the higher production
cogts in other paris of the Middle
East, this compares very favourably
with the 30¢ a barrel the oil compam-
o8 were maliing i 19659,

Of course, [he big oll monopolies
are not just oil producers. The seven

(et :
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- pational firms allows room for all

sorts af [iddles,

One of the reasons why the Arab
shiles ingsied on the “posted prices'
gystem was that they were convinced
{correctly] thal the oil monopolies
were avalding paymenis to the prod-
ucing states by selling oil ot below
market-prices to their affiliates, who
wird then taking huge profits at the
refining and distribution end of the
hustness.

TAX CONCESSIONS

Today the boot is on the other
lewat, The ol companies recelve
vast tax concessicns from their
‘home" Governments, All payments
to the Amb states can be deducted
from taxes due {o the American and
British Governmenis on the profits
earned from oil production, It is
thus in ihe company's interest to
push the price of crude oil supplied
ta Lheir own mefimeries up to the
point where the refineries are making
nil profit. The reflineries will then
have no profit on which (o pay taxes,
and huge prodits will be
free of tax because of the deduction
of puyments o the productng states.

If the rise in world market prices
should sctually push costs o the
refineries too high (so they sciually
end up making o loss, for example)
then this can be met by passing the
buck to the congumer through higher
retail prices,

A useful side effect of this finan-
cial manoewyre, for the oil monopoli-
g, will be to hit their main compatil-
ors—the “independent” oil firms who
are not involved in ol preduction,
but buy crude il in the world mar-
ket for procegsing in their refinerles.
A dramalic rise in world prices of

hmunmh'l the US, There the

monopolics have used the excuse of
‘shortages” o cut off supplies to
independent petrol stations, forcing
them to close and leave the field apen
fa the monopolies’ own retail ouf-
lets).

All this is reflected in the profits
afl tlse oit glants, which have become
gomething of an embarassment o’
them in the midst of all the hubboh
about the ‘energy crigis’, In the first
mime months of 1973 the US oil
industry profits rose by 47% over
ihe previous period in 19732, The
top industry gianl, Exxon, rung up
an lncrease of 5%%. Foreign oper-
tions were the main gouices of these
gigantic profits. Only 2% of LS
overseds lpvestment iF in the Middle
Fast, but thess investments aceount
for 205 of the fotal profit earned by
cverseis investiment,

LONG TERM STRATEGY

The hig rige n world prices ie also
related to the long tern strategy of
the oil monopolies, Increasingly the
odl giants have fownd the polilical
climate in the Middie East—and the
non-indusrrialized coundries generally
~ten migky. Political uphcavals that
can disrupt Uheir operations {like the
Middle East wara) and the growing
nationalist feeling in favour of
nationalisation threaten their inter
exts in these parts of the world.

Maoves such as the increase in
posted prices can help stave off the
threat af naticnalsation whils
promating the intereas of the oil
corn pafties, Concesions such as
‘participation’ (allowing the oil
statee o purchase a slice of the
producing companies) operate in
the same way: they avoid oulrighi

¥ amani, a‘-mdi ol mmhtﬁ: :mi ﬂﬂef
spokesman for the Arab producing
slates, “Our asem is firstly to strength-
en the majors [ie the oil monopoliss]
apad their vole, whether direcely or
indirectly, in the world market in
arder {o maintain prices,’

There is, however, 8 danger that
ak the “participation’ of the oil
gtates turng Into a majority intereat
and control (which by agreament is
supposed to happen in 1983, when
the oil States acguire a 513 interest,
bt has already taken place in Kuwail
where the Govermnent bas acquired
8 $0% intergst} the policies pursued
by the producing companiss could
came into contradiction with the
inberests of Lhe oil monopalies
refining and saleg operations in the
industrialised coontries, In order fo
prevent such a development the
manopolies are seeking to strengthen
their control over the other atapes
of petroleum indusiry, so that the
producing Seates will remsain depen-
deni on the monopoliss for the
transport, refining and marketing of
their oll;, even if the il Srates do
assme contrel of production,

EXTENDING THE STAKES

Another move which the mono-
pedies have masde o strengthen their
hand against the producing states,
and, at the same lime, lo hadge their
bets in case anything goes wrong, is
to cxbend thelr stake in other sources
af BneTEy,

They already have substantfial con-
trol over natwial gas, botl o the U5
and in Eritain. Other possible sources
from which ol can be extracted - tar
sands amd odl shale—are being rapidiy

 panics in the United States are own-

ed by il companies,

Many of thess industries and
processes would simply not have
by prafitable In the face of com-
petition from cheap Middle Eastern
o, Coal minea, for example, were
being shut down around the world
for this redgeon, Now coal 18 onee
again 2 profitable fuel; indeed it is
ceonomically practical ro talk abowt
1he liguelying of coal and its use as
a crude oil substitute in the produc-
tion of petralogm {a process which
wis developed in Germany during
the Second World War and which
kepl the Crerman air force fying in
the final years). The same goea for
the extraction of oil from shale and
tar aande:

The il price rises have given the
oil companies an inestimable wind-
Fall im the incressed value of their
enerpy assets—oil and natursl gaz
reseTves, conl mines, leases on oil
shale, atc,

There is no doabt that the pay-
off fromm the “energy orisis’ for tha
oil monopolics has been immense,
Buaf the ‘crisis” i o phony from
beginning to end—a typical ploy of
monepolistic blackmail—and the
masterminds béhind it are (o be
found in the boardrooms of Mew
York, London and Amsterdam, not
in the deserts of Arabis,

Nexlt week we will lonk at Britgin's

wecent ‘ol orisiy' in detail and

oraikse Hthe matoeiere of the off
CoM B s e BRI SOuRTR.

RAY ALEXANDER

:CTS OF THE ENERGY CRISIS
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IN CHILE

Jaan-Pierre Beauvais, recently returned from his second visit to
Chile since the coup, shows how the junta has decisively failed
in its main obiective: to crush the workers” movemeant,

Snce the coup on |1 September
last yeur, the military junta in Chile
has maintained ity blpody repression
in order 1o advance towards its main
abyeciive, ihe very condition of its
smacenss: the enslavement of the
Chilesn working class,

T'o achieve this, every possibls
meang has been used Lo capitabise on
tke political defeat of |1 Sepieimber:
froim massecres (o massive fed undan-
ches, (rom The syilemalic destruction
al the organised workers” movemient
(iis parties and rrade unlons) to the
military mpmentation of the main
cenires al prodaction

I canmod b pepeated ot enough
thin policy-- o systematic, and so bloodily
applied—has hardly a precedent i Latin
Americe, One mas go hack 10 Wesdem
Emrope in the trape years betwoen the tao
world war o fnd anything comparobée
Uespiie cormuln diflefcooss lnskde i
Chilbean boarpeoisiv ~amd the splits these
mply mside the military regime isclf—ihls
e poditical ixa” sl condinees virlually
LT

LOGIC OF SYSTEM

The reason for tsis &5 smplie. 11 is nol
B B Foand] in Uhe blood Chirstiness aff
s i (hal mumbir of the junis, bl in
i lovpic ol the system of which the
prmeerala are meerely sepvanis To nevae the
ecmmemy il sltract imvestmenl ltom
the impetrialind powers requires the injes-
e aaperexploigatbon ol ibho Chikean
wmrhern, e ghalilion of social benelits
won Punigh yiars of giomous stroggle,
sl the passivity smd ofwcdicice of g
warksy claw whiost rsdstions of ndup-
cmdnnaw, ofgnisation and milianey are
umigguer in Latin Anserice.

Im the days following the coup, eveny-
Bang semed (0 midicate dhal ik mikitary
wmre well on (e way Lo suceesding in this
s aller & few devs the main waorking
clamy partiey syng disabded and smashed,
victimy ol thoir reformist asd legalistic
Sawmon, [l trade unloi vrzanisclions,
tem—withoul ibeir kading militomes, and
wilh their structares gnvilasdy in ruins
wemed handly capable of pulting op any
mmistance 1o the plans af the junta.

And It was Wiy Cldar that & revedutsan-
ary erganizaiion fike the MIE { Revalutjen-
ey Ledt Movement), whose implantation
m ihe Chidean working cldss was still
Emdedd, conbd not kope 4o =abstilate i
sl im i rode of tho organised workers
EEAE e

Pesday | owewer, five months after
e comip, ane conclusion sticks oul &
mibe: B sriditery have failed 1o aohiense
Hlerir offecnive,

IE ia i dhat tdiey have redsced &
by parl of the organised workers' move-

et
D Cenrruricl g,

Lmst Movembar, imkmibiary af the Chila
Badiglarily Committes in Four Canadian
cities |Monireal, Toranto, Winnipsg, and
Wantouaar] occopssd offces of the mints-
try af Mampownr and Immigratean, Thair
peotEyl wal ssmed ai challenging govern:
mant policy tovards Chibe, Canada had
mmbed 10 recognise the military junts and
naibseguenily had bureaucratioally defer-
red proceszang of hundreds of applics-
thaes for rafugs in Canada.

Particapamts wera arrasiad in tha sic-
kns in Toronta and Wancouver, Charges
wara dropped in Vancawser whers the
socupations were st guite popslar bui,
in Toronto, the immigration ministry
B shyiousty decided to moke an
sxample of the fourbesn arrested, many
of wiom wars militants of the Fevodu-
tsamary Marxist Group, a sympathising
argenisation of the Faurth | ndarnationsl,

Tha Chile Bolidarity 14 come fo trial
in fareh, ¥ou can help by sending
proiagts o the Conadian omibassy in
¥our country demanding that ths
ehirges be droppod. Funds ore bl
metdod o skisd with logal expenms
s linag, Domatians may be sant oo
itk Chile Solidarity 14 Dalascs Fund,
Box 11B3, Station O, Toronto, Canada.

Fratarnally,
Walter Crawis,

Red Weekly 1 March 1874 Page s

ment fo mmprtenee, I i e, also, thal
ey have faken away many ol the econ
omie and social gaing wan by the Chilean
warkers, a number of whom ane now sib-
Ject 1o what is basically a system of for
s I H1 LT

But they have Faibed in wihat will iviem
ol 1 b the most important thine: the
derlruction, frogmentagion and ernsioee
meni af e working cleen o8 o socia!
rlasg, posmesniig ifs cwn frodiifores of
stripple ond orpanissiion, amd aaee e
welhin I phes rlarowival seeds of rewodution.
ary charpe,

SIGNS OF SETBACK

The signs of this setbeek o nuinerous,
thanigh of dilléring imporiance nnd sig
nzlicance,

T ferst—thw leasd precise, but mas
llg'nll'll.'ﬂnl Ircaeee || 5 a0 <|I.'|:|:'\-E||_'||:|iJ||__'
wan be ead i the Ogares puhblished by ghe
juntu 1tsell;

Fiom 11 Seprembir to 31 December,
total imduszmal prodoction in Chike inonss-
ed by .001% m relation (o the 1o Toar
munths under the Popular Lnily povern-
ment, IFone excludes copper mining,
where every <lTorl was comcentrated §o
sl production; this percesiage fog
prowil Falks to 2417% However, the refer-
e persod, the last four mgniths af
Popular Unity, was o peckond ol complede
stagnation, of complete disorganisation
ol production —thanks larpely o the
sabofaging sotivity of the bonrpeaisk and
thar 1REbdlity of Popidar Unity io paia
siop to . Acconding 1o the bosses' arpsn-
isalins thomsehves, production feli by
miun: than 5065 duning ihis referenee peri-
o,

g hardly necds Lo umphasse haow
ridiculous this makes the new growth
n[l:l.l.ﬁ of Z41% T battle for produs-
tion wapsd by e muilitary has been o
el fasco,

RESISTANCE

Sumue part of the explanation for 1kis
must undawbiedly b siushit in the con
lashen which abeund in the sconeemic
policy of the presend regiioe:.

Hast [he baske cxplanation Lies in the
mesve, systematic phenomenon of
“pagmve’ fendlence adopivd by the Chidean
working class in the (ace of the militeny
megime and |12 "baltle for prodaction®
This "passive’ mesdstance takes 2 nomber
al diverse forms—for inslases, o luwer
wark-tate, ar mare fauquenily, absenice-
=Tl

The descriptian of “passve’ rosislance
15 A snnys ways unsailable, icsofar it
tndaresticnates how important i is when
the work-rabes assigned are dediberately
tgrndesd, ar when systematic waves of
al=ntesian avcur.

Feud i o5 a0 csefol jegm i Else conbol
of other acfians by Chilean workers which
are real gty of “wolve’ resistance, By
Lhesas wo mean the strikes, which stasied
timorously i Maveniber amkong consiruc.
tisn workers on the Santiago ondergroand
s e Talhrwed Later by a serikee of ani
hur in solidarity wirth the expeiled Swed-
ish amhassadar 41 tls Somar aolony, one
af the traditional bastions of the workess’
(RIS TR

MORE STRIKES

Simiat theen, Ches: strike movemcnis
lave bended to incrense, A ihe el of
Tanunry, for example. nearly zll the
Lablding sites in Sontinga were dessriod
Fur several daye az Uw pesull ol o strike by
the warkers, Becauseaf the censoralip
wltivh aims to prevent any news about
such movenicists perding owt, what dres

| k:mk ot bere and there s particularly

sipnilicant.

Thoa the TRT faslosy {awned marliy
liy iha US Tirm BOCA and partly By ohe
Sdudei, zn eleotranivs fay Lagy ol cnlee-
antional paeslips’, was the scene of 2
tlrike 2l the end of Famnasy aver (e
nomspayment af e kgl waee increses
pravted in Devember, A secdmn af {he
factary ‘downed-toods' demaniding Uhe
inenksdiale pavinent ol these “haruses’

Prezaare folbowed Sy cleres i was
noik swffcient o brerk Uie deleominution
af the |RT watkers, who showed tremen.
dons cowrege. And ab o timee when the
asthorities were threatening to jmpaison
cenplovers wia did ot stk o e wape

= E. a "ﬁ.‘ 'ﬂ o AT

If:

alz b a struggabe which, while not apen

| oF Bakery manulactucers and emplovers

One of the most enargetic campaigns in solidarity with the Chilean resis-
tance has been that in France, where over 400 solidarity committens ame
functioning. A new impetus to this campaign has been given by the secrat
arrival in Faris of a now ambassador—Femando Duran Villareal —represan-
ting the maost fascistic strands In the regime. His presence did not remain
8 sacrat for long, however, as on 16 February militants of the solidarity
movement decoratad his residenca with a Nazl banner fs22 alvavel. This
was part of the bulld-up to a mass demonstration involving about 20,000
peaple in the streets of Paris last Friday,

feweks fakl down by law, the manapermsni
wure dhviously nol in 2 pead prosisian o
put upa fight, S0 the workers of 1TRT
wene gl fo fake slvantage ol this, and
make an example of their sinepgle.

En the last few days, 5 new sirike has
bireken ant af Supar—one ol The most
important Chilean extile plants, which
hs just been reruened o Gs fanaer
gk ra I Hhis instance, thene has been
bloady repression: soveral warkers ave
l=zain kllll-'l.l angl e (hai thirty arcested.

The kery workens in the capdtal hove

anmd declared, has nencibaloss had roper
ciessions which it & mmpossible o explain
gway. Let & Merousla, the nowspapor of
Lhe g bowrpsaisio which bas “kindly!
puablicised phia stnepehs, Lake up dhe story:
“Omnce mare e have seen the reappes:-
amee fnFhe cagidal of gsiisss fo buy hoead,
& siptil which bad already been Forgoticn,
Thoy have gromwn, especially in U popular
qunrters ol sras away from the city
aenime, like La Grunja, Son Migae), San
Brernardo, Puenie &lio, La Ciiturna,
Conchali, Ponca, Barruncas--che meaat
chmsely popuda ted warking class arcaa,
"The ex planation piven by 2 oumbor

bras broen the sime as on previond dayvs!
the mills hove nat tusned sul cnoush
flanir, and there lax been un inerease

im absen ievaam amseae the warkers. s
Crodiemer, Ll seorctary gencial of Lhe
tederation of hreads workera, has mepaglsd
that, *many vompaneras have ool baen a
wiork Dwicai g Chaedr wagmes ane much tan
I, The Miniseer Tor Indusory and
Unmmorce, General Calaclby, lias confirmeod
thal these s oo rationding of Douwr for
Lrvadhinaking He altribates the loss (o
ahseniosisey by the workegs'

I e e pocise, woo shauld jusl
adid chat avcarding-to the officlal A,
this ‘ahszn beetsm® by e bakery workers
lad teached 85 ar 90°% by the firsr week
al January !

L b2 wrue, of cosica:, Tha) oearly all
lEwese Himike dctiins binee hagl immesdeate
st lienared abjeieimes, Thes delence ol (he
wurkers® purchasinge power—which hiis
oen cul by mone phan half sines 11 Sep-

| wmher- hns heen the main aim i naest ol

them, Bomedimes this demand has hesn
caupled with athars, particelaely aginst
the fepime’s allemplz (o inerease the

o bier of hances worked and spesd up the
wirk-rle,

Bk che demands Mansebas ans not the
main thine. What is most fmpartant is thor
in the present sicustion in Clibe, grp miclk
actioHs eaR 8 direc confranieiian with
e Slate aecifroritios of the figeest Lol

The military are well aware of tlds, Aud
far the moment they ane toving Do kaclical
eazaies 1o avold ssck condronlatsons, so as
ool o pive publicity to these actians, They
prefer o try tocisalate them by sroctiog a
wall of ailepes—aven al lbe expens: of
rnaking suurse senall concessions—wnd wair-
mg until the mcvement cames 0o an cnd
Beefire clabpdrg dawn.

Hence aur firsd, bagie conzliglon From
Ibesd cxamples ol esstamce by the work-
img class—whether ‘passive’ or “sctive’'—a
cleary 0 a5y Uil ol enly has the work-
e class movemnend nad heen smadhed o
the junta had haped in the eepharia of it
l.'ictnrg,'; bur an the sonlrary, e mondhs
after the cowp, this workine clss i o
ojor facdor in the palitical, ecamamec and

- social sitwztion in the Chile of Pinochet

andl his codleapues,

Thee Uhibizan military an: thus learming
L Chasic cost tor destinenisk becween the
trinlitiana! argenisnzions of the workers®
mieement—whlch they destmred o
vasily et working vliss s, with a

= e iy e
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SOCIALIST WOMAN: New Spring s
oul Ao, Artickes inchuds Qeneral Sirikes,
SPUC, Equal Pay, ete, Cuwders go: 21
Higlwsinw Court, Coblege Aoad, Herrow
Weald, Middlesex, Price 10p plus 3p
paEp, 10% ol an arders for mors than
10 copess, send ponr Tres,

"MATIONALISATION OR EXPROPRI-
ATIONY: pamphlet rrarslatsd fram
original By ex-Ligue Communiste, French
saction of the Fourth |nfernatisaal. Copias
s2ill awmilakala framn: Alex Stein, ol T2
Carnbwidys Road, Kings Heath, Birming-
aaemy, Al grafite 1o Red Yeekly Fund
Dirpwe,

BENGALI FRIENDS in Eurppe and else-
wihere, for Bengall books and Lersd | Foorth
Internatianal papark, contect: Bengal,
Mulhvaden, Box 3274, 10385 Scockihialm,
Swmden,

LONDON RED FORLUM: Every Tuesday
a1 B pent i the General Pascton pub,
Galedonian Road, M1 {5 méins Kings X
mube|, This week |5 Mareh]: The struggls
i e lasE,

HNOTTINGHAM RED CIRCLES: Wik
rarsgirg serios o1 dilcussions based on the
peditics of the Faurth Incernatiorsl, Evary
2nd and dth Turscly in tha moarth &t

B pmin the Lion Hotel, Cluomber Streat.

FREE IRELAND FORLUMS: Fridays ai

B pm in the General Picton pub, Saleran:
ian Road (Kings X rubal, 1 March: "Irish
Soligarity Work in West Germany™—
speaker fram Irlards Salidaritatskomities,
Germany, & Margh! ‘Irelend alter the
elections—what raw!’ - Gery Lawines,

BALT OF THE EARTH": Showings inthe
Worth-East af this fidm about the siruggle
af rednars’ wives during a drike in the US,
Monday 4 March: Northumiberland Collags
of Education, 7,30 pm, Teesday § March:
Mawcastie University, 7.30 pm, Wednisday
6 Mareh: Marghen Countieg Cullege of
Edicstion, 2 pm; Peopie’s Place, Sauth
Shields, 7,30 pm, Thurslay T March:
Baldon Colliery Minsrs” Hall, 2,30 pmi.
Friday 8 March: Durham Linivasity,
@aniing, Each ibawing will be followeed by
discussion with members of Tynesss
Soclalsr Wamnm s Action Grovg and
FATETE | g,

MINERS" BENEFIT: Satarday 2 March

atr B pen. DEso plus graups—Chili Willi

and the Rud Mot Peppors, Bessdad Lady.
G0 at University of Longdan Union, Malst
streat, W1, Organissd by London Student
Organigatan—diners Suppart Commiries,
ard CHE.

MINERS—SHREWSBURY BEMEFIT:
Manday 11 March ot 7.30 pm., Hemry
Cow plus Alex Glasgow and the Combing;
Sp ar Theatra Rayal, Stratiord, E16
(rganised by Londan Student Crgandse-
tipn—hliners Suppart Commiltes

‘WOMEN & THE TORY OFFENSIVE":
26-pse pamphice analysing 1he Tary
offersive againeg wsarmen wackersand
wamen in the home, and taking ug 1he
imemadiat stregg e, Prica 15p ino., pascage
=10 Far orders af six ar mare—fran;
1WG Wamen's Comimikean, B7 Caledanian
Fosd, London M1,

'WHRAINE: UNREST & AEPRESSION"—
mphiet produced by the Cormilies b
Defend Ukrainian Prisoners, price 153
plus pip from: B3 Gragory Crascant,
Eltham, Londen SES.

HEMRY |W—Parts | and 11: Palicicised
warsion as benofit for Shressbury beilding
waarkers. Koenday 4 Barch st 7.00 pmoin
tha Hall Mopn theatre, 27 Al Sieast,
Street, Londan E1, [tel, 453 6486l .
Ficketa By, Drganised in conjunctian
with Lt Easl London Shrowshury
DCwiencs Cammittes,

QUILAPAYIUN! Leading Chelean song
arRip in oneert, Sunday 3 March, ai
dpmin Assembly Rosme, Camden Town
Holl, Ewsten Agad, NWH Tickets £1 and
Bdp af the door, Organised by Chila

ol

high Yowel of political cansciowsness bem
meat af d long readition of slroesds and con-
gifcrably radicalised hy the events all the
lase three ar Foer years,

Thiz sl a e enside the workiog class
is thi koy [ueoor in the present sitaation
in Chile, A0 1 Is 20 the basds of his thai
Ui svobatianery miditures - ard most
impartanely, the MIE—pose the pmlstem
af argaitising the resistance 4o e dictator
ship, whick in 75 outward appearance
takes dop the maeneot snainly the fonn af
such spomtanecas resistance by the Chik
ean workars.

It 35 or this huses, tao, that the dehaies
an the repiatang e ishle the solidas oy moowc-
npcal s ] also take ploco.

Salidarivy Carmpaign,
= I B S B S RS O B

Chile Solidarity Campaign
NATIONAL ACTION
CONFERENCE

Saturday 23 March, 11.00 am
Digheth Hall, Birmingham

Dulegates’ credentials from:
Chile Solidarity Campaign,
Co-operative Centre,

129 SJeven Sisters Road,
London N7 706G



m:m y!t another. H'III-IZ
of Mixon's former top cronies are
now either inmates of America’s
penal institwtions or destined o
become so, The presdent himself
could face various charges carrying
2 total of 137 years in jail!

The third-rate bunglers wiho mes.
sed up Watergate committed the
cardinal gin—they got caught. Further-
mare, they got caught using their
power against the other capitalist
paoliticians of the Democratic Party.
for so long & key instrument of the
American mling class.

MNixon hed surrounded himseld
with ihe represeniatives of the ‘new’
maney. These were the brash, highly
malivaled supporiers, and often, e
actual products of West Coast and
Southern wealth. These ‘cowboys',
however, went too far. Uss of the
Srate machine againat radical groups
and minorities i one thing, Bugging
the Democratic Party, and phone-
tapping trusted civil servanis and
military brass, & guite another

Such sctions sent shivers of
slarm throogh sections of the
Amernican ruling class, The Nizon-
ites" appropristion of the enormous
power of ihe execulive [or their own
narrow intercets threatened to ander-
mine the myths on which the con-
temuation of capitalist democrecy is
s0 dependent,

Advanced capitalist sociely is
based on 8 compound of repressive
force and political persaasion, As
long as important sections of the
population can be persuaded io put
their faith in the ihstitutions of
capilalism, then so-called capitalist
democracy is the least exponisve
angd masl preferable form of rube.

The shattering disclosures follow-
ing the Watergate revelations, how-
ever, have serioisly affected people's
canlidence in these myths They have
also occurred at @ critical timé for

- THE
CRU

South East Asia, and plagued by
nflation, growing unemployment
and & fast developing energy crisis,
they need the maximum room for
manoeuvre. Internationally, the
United States faces sharper competil-
lon For the world markets and a
risang hostility to it imperialist
policies by millions of oppressad

into the Dominican Republic or the
mining at Haiphong Harbour cannol
he delayed by congressional debates.

If the Amerncan State s to fulfil
its fumction of acting as ihe guard-
diog of the interests of American
capitaliem at home and ahroad, i1
mugl of necessity invest ever greaber
power in the hande of ite exdcutive,
Bul this need iniroduces bip dangers
for the raling class, The concentra-
thon af Lthis power increasess the dan-
ger both that it will be misused and
thal hig tactical and strategical errore
will be made,

Nixon and his pides were guilty
on both counts, They used their
power not only to line their own
pockels, bt alen Loy discredit olther
sectione of the capitalist class.
Furthermaore, their hardline policees
claghed with the ideas of important
sections of the ruling class who fav-

A

Cambodia 2t 2 moment’s notice,
Decigsions such as sending the marines
peopie. The halcyon days when
dissidents at home could be silenced
by mcrhilsing patriotic hysieria have
also gone.

To operate successfully in this
complex amd fast changing situation,
the ruling class must be able to move
speedily and decisively, [t necds to

Amenca's rulers, Foroed hack in

ke able to throw iis hambers inbo

n.'lun:d a more ‘liberal” line, Inflamed
al the way the Nixom prasiorian
guard seabed off the President, the
mie suprhisticated sections of the
ruling class saw Walergate as a way
of bringing the Nixon aides to heel,
and making Mixon more amenable
i a congensus of the overall interests
of American capitalism.

The process Lhey allowed o be
initinted hag however taken on a

| now has to face only one posaible

powerful dynamic of its own, Train-
ed in the fundamentn] ethos of
capitalism, the Mixonfte undeslings
firmly believe in self survival. And
showing a marked reluctance to
diefend their bhosses, they have sung
like: canaries.

Dean is still being questioned and

charge, that ol pegury —and that only

if he is found to be lying about Nixon,

The fact thai special prosecutor
Javworeki continwes Lo question Dean
& strong evidence that the White
Hourss tapes be has so far obiained
do not contradict Desn'e teatimmony
againkl Lhe Presadent.,

As Tor Ehrlichman, Mewrweek
commanted: "He's been without a
paycheck for a long time’—a distur-
bl predicament for a fervent
beliewer in capitalism! A staff mem-
bir at the Wihite Housze bas stated:
‘A lof of people here are worried
about John," A more realistic col-
leapue sadly remarked: 'He's copped
oL o ue”

The guick dilching of Spiro Ag-
new has aiso rattled other former
Mion scolyles and made Lhem ook
tor new ways of saving their skins.

Meanwhile, Mixon's prestige
continues o plummet. A Gallup
poll released early this moenth showed
only 26 per cent who sill approved
of Nixon's performance ag President.
A Boper poll last December lound
6l per cent in favour of either his
resignation or impeachment. Repub-
lican congressman William Hudud
hitterly comphiined: “People be is
irying to persuade laagh al him,” He
adlded: "They sy “Who ore yvou to
talk atu:mt Aavimg enefpy or eleclion

CH COMES CLOSER

reform.” *

So the congressmen and senatore
wail anxiously for their go-ahead
from the bowrgeodsie of the East
Coast sea-board, the real owners
of America's wealth, and in effect
its real rulers. A discredited President
carrie negligihle influence af home
amd is viewed with suspicion on the
international scene, His ability to
gain congressional approval for his
actaong is mil,

Bur there can be no turning back
ol Lhe clock (o give Congress more
powers. The need for the use of
secrecy and the concentration of
executive authority de detesmined
by the interests of monopoaly capital-
iem, and it canaot be constrained by
seclional or facal inleresds,

The jertisoning of Nixon prescats
immense problems for the roling
class, A& resignation wonld, s one
coinmentator remacked, be soen a5 a
capitulation o ‘'minenty infleence”,
He did add, however, that he was
opprosed Lo “giving in even Lo majorily
infleence’. In other words yvoo cannot
heve ihe mass of the people inter-
fering in who runs the country,

And impeachmenl carries ils own
dangers. Further scandals and dirty-
dealings would undoubtedly e
revealed, Wha knows what other
powarful individwals and corpora-
tions an impeached President might
oot bmplicate 1o save his own skin,

Cme hundred and thirty seven
years 15 & long lime, And Richard
M Mixon is unlikely to po down as
a Light-lipped capitalist martyr. After
all, it would be againet the best cap-
ilatist traditions of individualism.

JEFF KING

By March of lust yesr, smid gresit puablic-
iy, all the mifitary prisoners held by the
Thiew regame im Sowih Vietnem fhed been
felegsed, Then the redesses wlopped. [0 was
unby uvn 8 Febraary this year that Thiew
wis forced (o relessing sume of his
civilian political prisoners, and ther only
A0 of them, Almost 500,000 ane still
oisting i his prisons

The conditions in wihich the prseners
levw ame homilying. Abmost all the prison
am grossdy overcrowded, with 200 adulis
conlimsd in room: measuring 25 Feet by 601
el - barely emough room o sit, kel alooe
e fown, Hai these ane positively Juxwri
ous compared o the “tiger cages” on Con
Som island, where the mosi recenily bailt
capses are 1wd sgary fved smalber than the
Provious Ones.

The few prisamers w0 Far cebeased ane for
the tosl part hideously crippled, semply
from the overcrowdimp. Discases such a=
tuberculesiz, 0¥ phoid, dysenbery, hepatitis
and skin disordérs are endemic, With rane
expceplions there is no medical cars, Nor i

Force Thieu

to release
prisoners!

thene much Feod, the average diet being
4 grammes of rice a day, supplemenced
by sbomes, |ice and @l In Con Son even
wearer 8 watlshickd {three swallows a day
pllowecd), Fncing priseners to drink their
LM UTINE,

The prisonces Fall 1Beo ilheee cadepories:
civilian and milklary mom bers of the
Matianal Liberation Front, plus MLE
avinpradhisees (i laling people accuased

ul.' hl.mg II1 I:hn: ML h:rl.un' thesy wp:

in chee wromg plece b (hG woeang Wins); nond
ML opponents of the regime; and people
canvicied of criminal offences Moinbeis
af the las) proup feeseently somve as “trust
ux' il prisean gaards

The palice and arny have veey wide
powurs ol arrest: sympathy with the NLIY
ar the newtralsr opposilien, taking parl in
anti-Thivw activity, and teking part ina
atrike wee-all iflepal, Undee the 768
nropramine a casual denunciation by o

International
Marxist Group

{Britih section of
the Fourth Inter-
natianal

87 Caledonian Ad.,
London N.1.

! wouia ke more informarion atiout
the (MG and i15 activitios

Czech

Aeotding 10 melable reporis, the
Crechoslovak government has recently
mejeased a number of promineni appaos-
teomists, jadled afier e winoz of Drials in
i st of 1972, Although, in many
cases, the prisoners were due (o be frecd
im the coming weeks or nioniks, siceabe
reductions were made in he cases of, at
leasd, Ablred Cenny, a besding Sociakist
Party memhber, aml M. Sikham,

W it see i s decision a small,
bunl wery real viclory for the hooad

iniesnational campaigs thal bas heen
aamised i defence of Crechoshovak
sociakist prisoners. IF the Husek regime
has nor Be sl do slep up the drials,
thix has besn due in purl o che moinien-
| anee of wlidaning work by the Western

[ BefL

Hiwipewver, This fegu s M G

oppositionists

| mabaded in Uee sphere of “everveoy life,
where refusal o voapird e willi Hiy

e ——

auchewities brings dismissal From ol job,
pidice marveillance, intimidation of
relatives, and & whinde weois of ollver
alinirdsfratine meusnnes. Egually distwrb-
ing are the repores that the five-year
senpence om Dr. Jansd e Sahata of Brno
Formesr mensber of the Central Com et oes
of rhe Communier Party, has recenily
heen exbonded a5 a resolt of kis particulsr-
Iy firm stansl.

Wiedlsl & Vrysh wave of triols seems
wnlikely ol present, the feesde of stabilin
comsbroeied in Prupue resis oo the
suléetive himpiisoniment of the must vocal
L =tk NI 14 ot Lhi epiins, comlrimoed wilk

| ers oentralise information and reconds;

| ong bn Sourth Vielnam follvwing the libera-

| indentify strarely with te MLE, whib:

tlee mmimienand:: of § burecsiceatk: viee on
sl channcs of conpmunica i,

Ferdoriea i afenet She woek of The
Hreitieh Cormnritdee so fafend Crechosio
ek Srnenmtindy v G TN S AT

[ al Thacw, ursl meny ure hasdensd KNLF

2 ot Fitdes, familian, & 0.

neighbowr is sufficien| evideno: for
arresd as an NLE agemt. Tf ds rare for prison-
ers b0 be tried, and tarer s6ill focany 1o be
sufl oo, Many of them are tartured as well
Meedless fo say, the cosl of (his Gnias-
e operation is wery high, but the expescs
are bome almanst entirely by the USAL In
facr, the LIS contrmls the palice amd prison
system both economically and administral-
ively. At least |00 LS “advisces’ an: om-
ployed in runmimg the sysoem; US compui-

and LS money buys recriiis o tho police
farer and ¢nables themn o be tramed,
USALD documents moke it quice clear
that Washingron s conessrmed not menly
1o muniniain the present bevel of police
sipviilbance but alsa b imcrease ib furcher,

Ol o the X3 pains of the cegsefine
agrewment signed in Faowary 1973, anly
oo ariick: (number By deali with the
pasition of paliticnl prisoners, amnd that
anly very skerehily. Yel snce then, sov
ol the muin activitses of the Pravisional
Revalutianary Government (PREG) in e
Salpon discuzsions has been to agicare far
their release, Indesd, this was oo of the
three densands which the FRG requested
ik imternational supparter: to pugh o
wanl as key o (e successful development
ol the presont situntiain,

BATTLE FOR CITIES
Tl imparlance oftached o the prisan-
ers isn reflecthon off the objec thee condidi-

tivm af almost all the nernl Sreas by the
RLF, The damdrant featun: of the present
piriod of the stmapele i now the harche

for the cities,

Already the bepinnings of o serious
muobalision yminsd Thiew here eun be
seon in the simikes of nrban workees and
the demaonsceations by siudenis, intelbsc-
fuialds arnd even the Cathalic and Boddhist
wlilos wha formerdy constiruted Thieu's
main pawer hise, Many of thess groupings

e Chosar wha Gl themselves ceadralises
{secizans ab the perit-bourpenisse and
intzilipenisaa) are objectively plaging a
ke wnlc i alkdle the revaln gy oo
N by witlsin this [ramowork that thiz
imparlance of the micaze of the pobitical
prsacenety dics, Al ol fhom ane oppononts

cadre Gl though there ds reasan Lo belieye
that a large mumber of capiured ML
meinlsery weds mairdeied belors (e i

firv ). Othars wem prominent kaders of

opEposilion prowpings belone ther armesl.
The medegse of ibese meo aml women,
as well os the thausands of ather prsoners
wivl hawve been politicised in the jails,
wirald give a massive hanst ta the arban
ruwisll'nuu.crj.'sl.la]li:ing ot the ppoaliion
and accelerating its development nfo an
ogaidsed Popes Thes would establish the
congditions for a stropg intervencion by
th WLF fmbe the cidies, ool succeschul
completion of the next phase of the
rer gl Lol

MANOEUVRES

This is why 1k PR lavs sach steess
o the prisoners—znd why Thieu has
mesarted do all manmer of tectics ta hald ap
iz relesse. AL fiest e smply dended
thoir cxistence, claiming that there wene
nit political prseaers in Sowth Yielnam,
Ta pive Lhis claim somee vestige of legitime
aey, he replaced the catepory of Spolibcal
prisoner” with thatof *special comman
prsioner” o7 ‘member of group of evil-
rers”. Moreaver, in the legal statubes
the exprestion ‘charged wilh bring an agent
fur the caomimanises” was altersd ro 'dishar-
benp e pulblic ardec’,

When this mamosuyre was expaosed,
Thica awetematically salsotaged B jaint
dis:ussions For as lemg as possibde. Then,
when if beeans: cvident that e wosld
have Lo agree to the release of same
prisaners, Snath Vietnames: boonbers
wore meol 1o desdroy the xrfeelds in the
release xomes, The fimal plow wes to ks
that gl peleassd prisonies, whertver they
came [rom, should be sot ta PRG zones
and banesd from Salgos-contoodled anvas,
in &n albempd to mindmise the chreat te his
Tegime,

Henwever, there are sHI almost 50H 06060
palitical prisoners ket n Thieu®s jails,
Ainesly Indvenational estmmate that of
thuse ad kease 20800000 have been there
far several years, Furthermaore, some
S0 people have som ply disappeaced’
snee tha coaseiin.

Thiow was farced to release the necent
nich af 400 by the weight of infemathonal
coniemnntian and the KLF's horgrining
stesigEth, T cesd mnst also B peleased.
With the unlolding of the ext and potens
rialty final phase of the revalotion in
Wierivany, o & wital thad the deimamd Tor
the relesse of the palitical prsoners shoudil
b an integral part af the activitics of the
solidarity movement,

LAt JOHME0N
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‘While Heaih and his bolly-boys have
been leciuring the eleciorate on the
need for “Tirmmess and fairmess”, the
courts have been buay dispensing
generois fsifuls of this product to
banlding workers” pickets.

Last week another five pickeis on
trial in Shrewsbury were convicted of
various offences, and receved suspes-
ded sentences. This comparatively
mild treatment was dished out to
those whom the capitalisi courts
feit were the “small fry”, those
responsible for the actusl arganisa-
tion of pickeis being safely behind
bars for up o three vears,

Mo one should think that these
tatest senlences are ol SETIO0S.

All those convicted now carry
cruomnal records and must "hehave
themseives’ for as muoch as two
wears, This makes them especially
vilnerable to blacklisting by
cmployers (2 practice well developed
i the bullding irade), and allows the
police 1o haul them inon the most
trivial grounds

Mezanwhile the appoals (rom Lhe
first baich of vicisus senlences came
belore the Court of Appeal on 19
February, Hearings are not doe to
fesume unild the week of 4 March,
bui already the main judge in the

=gse, Lord Widgery (who has pained
P reputaition &5 an inveterale “prckel
basher’ in fwo bnporian recent
cases), made it clear that they were
nl hikely (o reverse the conviclions
m the more serious “conspiracy’
charges

This means that the most that
cam come oul of the appeal 1 a
meduction in gentence, The principle
of being able to use the criminal
biw against peaceful pickels will
siend, and Lhe Urade union moye-
menl will be made 1o swallow Lhe
Epeciacie of trade union militanis
imprisaned for normal umnion
Bty

This makes it smperative Uhal 1he

irade umion movemenl prepare o
determined Fight 1o get the Shrew-
shury militanis out, A defepaie conl-
erence fas been called for 16 March
by the construction unions, UCATT
and the Tl construciion s=clion
Delegates are expecied Imom all sec-
Loy el Uhe trade union inovenmenl,
O 20 March the *Day of Action’
called by the Liverpool Conference
which met earlicr this yesr will

take place,

['eese Bciions are all wery well,

Bul conlerences and ‘davs of action’
are nod enda in themeelves: onless
they lend V\owards decizive forms o)
rirgele they only serve Lo demoTnlise,

A way forward in the strugele to
free the Shrewsbury workers has been
pointed oul chearly by Jack Colling,
Kent Arca representalive nl the NUM
execufive, who has, on several occasi
ons, said that the miners should not
relurn Lo waork untll she Shiewshury
lads are set free.

st @ maove by the miners would
have an glectric effect on the rest
of the working class 10 would give
melrtants in the bailding trade the
kimd of example and inapisation they
need to organise an allout sirke
throughout the trade. [t would
provide milirants m every alher
union with & model for onganising
sodidiniy. Such a step by fhe miners
wonld swing open those Tasi-locked
prison dowrs in o matier of daye.

But Jack Colling call has had no
of fecial weighl behind i, A campaign
ghould be mounted throughour the
MUM immediately to inform its
e mbers of the facts of the Shrews-
hury casr and Lo get pledges Lhal
muiners will mot return to work as
lovmgg as Telow Lrade unionists semam
in jail for their picketing activities.
Such resolulions should he paseed by
MM branches, A& rea Councils, and
The Mutwnal Executive, Thir is the
way tofree the Shrewsbury lads and
delend e night o pckel

CARLWEN

STRIKE FOLLOWS SACKING
OF MILITANT CONVENOR

Two hundred shop stewards represen-
ting every major engineering and ship-
building company in Glasgow aftes-
ded 3 meeting al the ocoupicd Mac-
larcns factory on Wednesday to lear
about the circumstances surrounding
the occupation of this subsidiary of
the giant multmational ITT, which
is mow in its fifth momat.

They  unanimously pledged Full
and unconditional support, and will
be: holding & meeting of the Canfed-
eration of Shipbuilding and Enginaer-
ing Unions, in order [0 consider
formis of indesirial action in support
of the occupation.

Al the beginming of the week  the
Maclaren's shop stewards realised thap
they wonild cither have o recom
mend emding ithe strugple—or exten-
ding it. They apprecisied the urpent
necessly of myolving the rest of the
trade unton movement, and decided
o hurriedly coll Wedneaday's meat-
ing.

Al the meeting, Alex Ferry, AUEW
district secretary, described the bazis
of the struggle, and the lalest davelnp-
ments. ‘initeally " he seid, ‘this dis-
pute was over wages. Bol within &
few weeks i was apparent that the
strugple was over much more: redun-
dancies, amd the right o work, A
strugple mot hgaimst the local Mac-
larcm's factory, bul against the multi-

IGLASGOW STEWARDS BACK

MACLAREN’S OCCUPATION

Part of the accupying lorcs—women workers have boan setive ihrsughesit the o sgghe

natiored] Indernational Telepbione and
Telegraph corporalion,

“In the pasi live weeks the workers
ware willing ro do anything to seach
g seltlement, amd the management
demanded that (he union must ac-
cepl Ehe inevifnbility of redundan-
cies, They were aware of the fack of
salid supgort from the trade wnion
movemment 95 & whole, and Trom Glas-
gow especially,

He went on lo say that the work-
ctg had hesn prepared to talk abou)
redundancies, provided that all work-
ers were fimt reinstofed. The manage-
ment had started by demanding thai
50 per cent of the workforce—165%
workers—would have o po. Then

they raized the fpure Lo PO per cent.
Finallv, at 3 mesting lasi Monday,
the manapement sdded thal Lhe si-
i musl end before nepotiationz could
bepin.

It was then that the shom stewards
decided in fovour of extending the
siTupple,

The convenor af the Standard Tel-
sphone & Cables factory in East Kil-
Bride - alse part of the ITT empire—
o Culliing o meeling early nex| week
1o discuss sloke achon o aupport
of the Maclaren's. eccupation, and
there is likely 1o be sympathy ac-
tion taken ar an ST plani in fhe
narth of Ireland,

Student picket lines al Essex Univ-
ersity, supported by trades union-
ists, are fuming hock all poods from
the campus. This action, decided by
a muss meeting of 300 students on
Wedneaday , is being laken in resp-
onse to the sentencing of the firs

oy

MWaarkwrs Prear

I*hats

1

Workary at Williem Wame, a rubher
eamponent plant in Bakang, Esssx, are
demanding an ingiairy—if nooossary by
the local tradis cosincil—into the dismessal
af the TEGWLU eonvenar, Tarry Harrett
fneth micropihone in photograoh) et
Ml rday,

This vietimisation was immadiataly
met by a Iotsl wolkout of TRGIANL
mambers, snd o Windnasclay & msss
moeeting wobid overwhalmingly o con-
Lmise with sn all-out strika,

Barrett's dismisasl was ostersibly
bacause ol @ movwe aver the eondition of
chairs provided far 4 changing room.
Whan Barratl abjected ta thair filthy
#iare, b= was todd Dy 8 supervisor,
‘thery're @ood arvsugh Tor wogs,” ard
than socugad of behering en an ‘uncon-
trodled snd theeatening msnner’.
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Ho told Wednesday's mesting: “Sinca
| wiak alected cansensr 've met comsidar-
abile hostility tram svery managar, In July
last yrar wi basennd | was Baing imvestiga
ind by mansgemant, whe wam coampel g
o COEsdE 0N MYy MIONAEIANES,"

Barrett, a momisis of the Barking &
Disgenham Shrawshury Defenca Commit
tee, cardiders that the mensgement is
attemgting fo weaken shop-floor argamise
tian during the thres-dey weslc, "My anly
worry,” ha told Bof Hisskiy, ‘is the
reluciangd al the TEGWL to make tha
vl officasl, with the threat of &
060,000 Hanva,

W e demanding an snquiry shas
aur svidence can be heard, ane i the
manageitent continues Ta reluse thig,
tha 1040 braneh should ash (ko trades

of 32 students charged with partic-
rpating in the occupation last term
in support of the granis campaign.

While some of the victimised
studbents are on 25 many as 19 charges,
thie first student (o be deall with had
anly one, and he was sentenced to
cxpusiong, The sentence wis susp-
ended, provided he takes no future
part in any ‘undesirable’ acrdties.

When thos was announced, Lhe
Students' U'nion decided o with:
draw Lhe studenis sitting in on the
flisciplinary hearings, and Lo &Lop
all pends enfering the campus, he
Union (5 demanding thet all charges
are dropped,

Support for this demand has
come from members of the T&EGWHU
atid ASTMS on the campus. The
Secretary of Coleliester Trades
Corncyd kas also piven the students
his suppord and he s to approach
oiher mentbdrg ol Lhe council for
pheire,

I e vrdversity adniicistration
has repcled sharply to s rnowtliog
pressare g ifs disciplinery powers,
Inam effort toooum campus workers

International
Women's Day
march

The Imiernational Women's Day
march s breing held on Saturdny,

% March, and will leave Charing
Crows embankment For Hyde Park al
1.30 pm, Contingents from all over

council to hald pne.’

Britain will be jnining the march.

ESSEX CAMPUS RINGED
BY STUDENT PICKETS

againgl the students, shop and can-
tecn staff, who are providing a
redfuce] service because of the
cifecriveness of the pickels, The
administration is now threatendng
to cloge downs the whole compus,

Whal now shows every sgn of
being a militant challenge o the
triale i= in marked contrast to what
happened with they began last
week.

The Broad-Left-based Studonts’
Union exequtive at ficst Tell Lhat it
wis sufficient o have three studens

repeetenlalives watching the hearings,

When the firse ‘puilty’ verdict was
annoanged, the sxecutive proposed
a 2-hour eccupeation of the vice-
chancellors suite — calling an the
Juslges to explain the loghe of their
verdicts!

Inan amendment, MG menibeis
cillfled for: Mo victimigation, end the
trials, and that o warning be issued
that the occeupation would anly be
the bewenning il others were found
guilty. This was pagsed, and when
thw sonlence became known on
Mominy, the student body proved
it was pregared to mount & resl
nffensive agabar the rrials,

&wﬂﬂﬂlw

 SUBSCRIEE!

Rates: ﬂpayear,ﬂﬁyrﬁnmﬂn |
Foreign £6 per year, £9 airmail

| Special offer! 12 issues for S0p

| Name
Address

| Please send cash with order to:
Rad"ﬂre:ekb ]EIPﬂlmmﬂlerd.lmﬂle

Oxford students
prepare for trials

There is to be a national mobilization
for the demonstration to b held in
Omford on Meaday, 4 March, over
the beating up of the Oxfond
Uniwersity siudents who peacefully
occipied & campus building two
weeks &go.

The occuprtion was in pumsadl
of the compaipn {of a central
atudents’ wnion, and the demonstia-
tion will be taking wp this demand.
along wilh that for the abolitien
af the unvensioy's ‘procior’ police
force and the disciplinaey systeim.

The students are also calling far
a puidic inguiry inta the vialence
used apginat the cccupiers—by hived
thug. The prociors will ke summon-
ad bo appear al the inguiry,

Mineteen students are on univers
Ity disciplinary charges, and thess
trials will begin on 11 Morch, which
iuat happens o be the st week of
lesmy, Aqother |2 sludents are o0
police charpes, and the firsc case
comeE up tn couct next Monday,
the day of the demonstration.

The issues arising from thess
progecubiong will e debated ot che
conference on student victimisation
an 1o March.
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