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FORCE LABOUR
10 FREE PICKETS

The first thing Roy Jenkins should do this week, as Labour s new
Home Secretary, is grant a pardon to all the building workers con-
victed at Shrewsbury. All he has to do is sign a piece of paper and
they could be free with a clean slate.

Bv this simple act, Jenkins could override all the Court decisions
so far made against the Shrewsbury pickets. No time should be lost.
On the very zame day that Wilkon amrived at Number Ten, Lord
Denning made vet another tough decision inthe Appeal Court.

He repocted John McKinzie Jones's
appeal against the Charges of consp
iracy and unlawlul zssembly  and
upheld his nine month juil sentence
Jones is the first of three 1o have his
appeal heard. The ather twa have no
reason 0 expect better Treatment

[by CHRIS BALFOUR]

Labwour has promised fo repesl the
Industrial Relations Acl. This Act is
the most concerted atlack by the
state on the lrade union movement
for decades. Bul the Shrewsbury jail-
ings under the conspiracy laws are
part of the same sftack, They follow-
el the victory by the dockers pickers
over the MIRC and the miners pie-
kets over the Tory pay nocm in 1972,

A pardon for the pickets wouald e
A tedl defeat [or the ruling clas’y
atfempis fo hamsteing and weakon
trade union organisntion. Unlike the
repeal of the Act, this needs no new
legislation to be introduced throwgh
the Houge of Commons. Labour's
minogily position in Parliament can-
nost be used &8 an excose fior delay.

auch a move would be the clearsst
pledgs by Labowr that i intended to
act in the interesis of workers sather
thin captal, that it recognised the
need to defend. and strengthen work-
ers’ orgimisation for the strugple ag-
iinst capital,

Dheapile the presence of the Lahowt
left i the cabinet; the Shrewsbury
case has nod even been snentioned by
the Government, In Lhe Labour leads
erd’ eves the capitalist Constitution
ranks higher than workers” interesis
Thus they may be prepared o repeal
old laws—following all the mles of
Parliamentary  procedurc—buat - they
will not condone those who brenk
the law in strugede, no matter liow
totten aml repressive those baws may
be,

This has been ghown clearly in
the betrayal of the Clay Cross coun-
cillors by Labowr's refusal, when in
Opposibion, Lo gusranies repavmenl
of the surcharges they incurred o
the Fight against the Housing Finance
Act,

Traduserie! Actiom will s1ill be neces-
sary fo repel ihe Shrewsbiry otiack,
Al the mwinent e group of workers
virtualfy holds the Labour Gowerns
ment in the palm of its hand-—ihe

miners. Labour ran in the election
on the hasis of tmmediately setiling
the miners’ sirike,
trying io do so, Any demand insis-
ted on by the NUM would have Lo be
met by the Labour Crovernment.

MINERS sLABOUR KEEPS TO SIDELINES

and i hurrkedly |

Shrewsbury is nob just in Esue |

of concern o butlding workers, [t
affects the entire workers” moverneni
Miners are aware that they may well
have to take up the industnal strg-
ple Again in the pear Fulire, and the
defence of plckets right now is es
sential preparation

Thee call [vam Jack Collins, Eenl
area delegate to the MUM execulive
for the MUM [0 refuge to returm io
work until the Shrewshury pickeis
pre relensed should ke endorsed by
thie NUM executive immediately, This
would gel Roy Jenkios elening the
Shrewsbury  pardons within hosurs,

Birmingham UCATT shop stew-
ards agreed 1his week to circulats
a petition calling wn (he BNUM to
take up the demands of the Shrew-
abury campiign, Cver 500 signatures
had been collected from Birmingham
tuilding sites by Thursday’s meeting
of the MUM Executive,

In any cvent, the movemenl to
free the Shrewshory workers musd e
given @ big push forward. The con-
ference called by UCATT and TCewL!
in London on |6 March promiscs to
bz well attended. The conferénce
has been endorsed by the London
Confederarion of Shipbhuilding and
Engineering Unions and speakers sill
include Labour MP Morman Atkin
This conlerence must make a

RLITI.,
clear comunitment to & mass com-
piign in delence of the Sloewebiry

workers,_ lepding o indefinite indus
trial action if Laboor refuses to issue
a0 immosedizte pardon lor all oh
Chrewshury militants.

Uhe opporlunity v begin such o
campaign  comes on Wednesday 20
bMarch when the ‘Day of Action’
called by the Liverpool Shrewsbury
Conference takes place, A& rmass derm-
onstration ond lobhy of the House
ol Commons will be held i London
on Thal day, The entire Liabour move-
ment anust use this opporiumily io
give o massive warning to the Labour
Government of their determination
in Teghl, By whoiever medns mecess-
ary, to free the Shrewsbury militanis
and break the ruling class pffensive
against picketing.

s a

I is certain Char (he mEncra will snon
settle their strike Tor something very close
v theeir fsll clasm.

With almnst the entire ruling class
backieg big concesstions 00 (e minees
evep belore the eleciiom, this is one sle
cisn promise that Labear wag baumd o
ke,

Bt the way in which Labowr has gone
abomad resodving the dispute & 8 miber @ll-
omen of what we Gan expoect from the
Ciowvernment in Mutore.

[hey couhd keeve met with ihe miners
immuediately wpon takmyg office, foaml
nal exactly what the MUM waned, aml
promptly agrecd do meed their demands
in full. Such a courge woulkl nof only have
beem (b gukckesl way io end the sirike,
but it would heve been the cleamal docl-
arniemn possible that the Governmeni
miended tor act im the interests of work-
g peophe,

Instead, despire dise Facd thal weberan
eft’ Michael Fool was assigned 1o nam
thee shevne, the Gowernmenr Bl ower
Packwands 1o remain aloof fom the
settlement of the strike, |6 dmply infor-
e Tl NUM and the NCH ihac they
could resume negotintions uafeticred
hy Phase 3.

Thiz was intended to have tao ey,
First, to see if there was amy way wl
whittling donwm the miners” Full claim
withowt the Labowr Gaweraiment app-
earing a5 the one doimg ihe whittling,
Sexoml, 10 preserve the mage of the
Government as *mevtral’ and aticse
the siruggle betwenn baoss and
workess (even when il is itself che
® b

This, of course, s 1he much-vaunted
‘restorstlon of free collective hargaining’
which trade anion bureascrais, Laboit
Party sparkesmen (Bedt aml righi), ihe
Cammuidsi Panly. and even saome maddle-
teaded revolutionarics, have beon calking
Frar,

L-.'.r[lmh- e '.hm.ll!-rl he in I’n\'mlrm
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The miners got tea and aympathy from il:hiBl Foot. They should have
got immediate support from the Gavernment for their full claim,

“Free colbe: ve bargaining as opposed o

inberventin by o capitalist Governamen
o e shde of ihe boxses throwgh an
incumes polecy. But led's nod Forper thal
warkers have been exphsted for deosdes
umler capitalism precisely theowgh ‘free
collective ngadning’. Workers have heen
sturved, evicbed, beaten, arresned, jaibed
angl even muriered — all in the process
ol *free collective hargaining”,

Yrhat we really wanl is nod 8 Governs
menl thai stamds ko with arms folded
while all this is ping on, ot even one
Lhat stands om the sidelines and shonits
wicls of sy mipaihy as workers et kmeed
in the grodn, but o Governmcent thai
e R oM TR S afF the werkdng
Plasy

That is the sorr of mesponse the
iaiprs ghoull have gt fram Lehaur,
Tather than res amd & pal on ihe back
from Michasel Fisyl

Tt the muireces cam count ibemselves
hieky, They at least pot a frendly recep-
tien. The mext group of workers who po
to Lsvwnng Stee |t discuss 2 big wage
claim will prabably check the acdress
ok they beave T make sune they hﬂdn'l

turned wp af Tory Party headguariers
b sk,

The mimssra should make the besi of
their present oppartunity. They should e
budgge Teonm (e demaned Toe Oue Full claim,
anid shrulid imsist dhae the serelement is
hack-tated b Movember 1. both as oemp-
ensatinn for the long siwike they have
been loreed to wage and W stremgthen
their bargaining position for next tinae,
They can sirike a blow [or the whobs
wiorking cleas by insisring that Laboar
pardons the Shrewstury workers befloee
the: mitners recutie o work,

Thee: posl of the trade unios mevenend
must treat dbe miners sedlfament &5 o
precedent, From now o the wateliwand
sl be “noiling shord of the full claim®.
Thee winming of such demands will take
i hardd Tight. and preparadions musl begin
right away bo forgs the sort of umibed,
all-nut actinn that can carry the day,
despite the depermimed resastamce off
Lhe hoasses and the class collahamiien
of the Lakoar Gowvernmment,

Hipe Ale I-:.-'il'l-:’]-e'-r'

CALL FOR OFFICIAL BACKING
IN T&G VICTIMISATION FIGHT

The strike ot Armstrong Patents
in Beverley, mear Huoll, which
began in January over the socking
of factory convenor Jean Jepson
has yel to be made official by the
TGWL,

This is in spite of the fact dhot
shie was vicumised by the manape-
ment tor following nutional union
pokicy and relisng Lo spn away o
nationully-nepatisted guarantee
of 40 hours basic pay during the
Tory-inagdred 3-day weck,

Without this protection, many of
the 500 wormen employed ut this

car componend Factory are finding
that 3 daya wages combined with
I days dole money {for those who are
cligible | leaves them shori of Lheir
previowusly puarantesd basic by as
much as £& a week,

lgiporlant trade wnion supporl
has been gnined locally, especially
from the dockere, and the blacking
of Armstrongs Palents prodscls
hae now been extended oooall
regiglored pords, The Armsliong
strike commitiee is calling for this
hlacking to be taken up througlout
the trade unicn movement, especially
in Lhe car indosiry,

The behaviour of the T&G in this

case has been scandalous, The strike
committes is apprealing for a masaive
campaign ingide the T&G Lo gain
‘officiel recognition of the srrike.
Resolutions bo this eflect are
wrpently needed from TGWU branch-
ex.and shop stewards across Lhe
country.

The dispule is now enlering ils
sventh wesk without official mp-
port, and s desperately in need of
financial assistance.

Messages ol support and conlribae
tions ehould be seof to:

Armsirong Sirike Commities,
39 Hildns Siveet,
Bridlington, Yorks.
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Tories hit most
by Scottish

-

Nationalists

Harry Selby, rising like a diminutive
pheonix from ihe ashes of the SNP
win al the Govan by-election, showed
that Heath's confrontation taclics
Bad micceeded in rescuing the Scottish
Labour Party from its own malnlity
to deal with the nathonalist challengs.
Labour's traditional hase was mobilis-
e, and there was a signilicant turn
back to Labour in the urban working
class centres, with the possible excep-
fion of Dundee, o

Indeed it was the Torizs who were
Burt most by the SNI, Large sections
ol the middle class, squealing at the
erosion of thelr economie secunity,
woied SNP in protest

Bui the Labour Party canol
alford complacency —disillnsion
m another Labour Covornntent
could extend the nationalist suppaort
io the Labour heortiand, from 118
mow well-established bases in rural
mreas and the vmaller towns. Already
e SNP has broad support amongst
young skilled workers, ond in the
mw fOWDs,

This is @ sesult of the crisis af
secialdemocracy, and nol of the
Entrineic merit of the SNP, which
concentraied on glossy and mas-
beadding propagands sbout what coubl
ke done with the profits [rom Seol-
tish oil. As the odl has seeped Into
the NP, the radicalism of the older
mationalsi movement has seeped out,

The Commumist Parly aleo suffer-
ed from the broad desire (o get Lhe
Tories out, but this cannot explas
e meagre 5,000 vote for Jimmy
Heid nor can the disgusling cam-
paign of slander against him in the
press. The fact is that for nearly
pwo decades e CF has not broken a
woding paticrn which gives them an
wvrrage of about 504 voles in indus
trial aress i the Wes1 of Scotland
Cradral Dunbarionshire | where Hond
fought), and Central Fife {Willie
Gallscher's old constituency, where
the CF polled over 1 000 howe heen
gxceptions, but not exceptional
smough, and despite the TP illusaons,
and the pouring of all of their regou-
ges imio Chydehank Beid never had a
chance. What price the Britih Koad?
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GOVERNOR'S SUIT

Harold Wilson, browsing through the
miorning papers afier his first night
back at number 10, musi have heen
resgsured by the warm welcome he
recejved from the principal ruling
class organs.

The Times undertook o plead
Labour’s case: "We did not in the
least want the election of the Labour
Loweroment |, Our testimony may
therefose be glven some weight by
those in Britain or abroad who
fiear a Labour Government,” [t's all
right, it reassured the capitalist class
‘1 Bratsen of abread’: ‘Thes will nod
by any means be a government of
wild men,’ 1L wenl on 1o list the
‘principal members’ who would
probably make up the Government,
‘mel one of whom 18 other than a
thoroughly responsthbe and ex perien-
eed moderale,’

PALATABLE ‘REDS’

Lisi M be accussd of (rylmg to vaeep
Latwwnr's “peds” wnder the rag {ords it the
bed 1, the Thwer dragged them oot into
Braad Aaylighl and demonsiralied (e
bazic palatability by seallowing them
whiole: "Mr Faot i m dewobed bradition-
al parkipivesnlafian, aid M Bens .. . bas
prosed him=ll a capahle sdmindstragor ,

Tt then aoves o o counse]l Coopeiaiion
im the ranks of the Farliamentary oppositi-
i I wonld be very welessine il (B
Conservative Party were to show Lhe new
Labsuf powemminseni & iolerance snd onder-
sanding which was nol shown (o ihem
by the Labour Party in oppasition. ., for
the presemi the e Government masd
lwve fhe best support i can in facing the
workd crisks,”

This nate was also stmock by that Fore
mosl vome of Lhe bisingss comimunity, (b
Firenctal Tiren: “The totk of restomng
mdernativnal canfidence amd soll-conlid-
ence 1o the conniry cannat, however, be
Eelt solely b a mimeiny Uovermissil, ghe
paries who now (ind thomselers o opposil-
0 wre aleo challenged by the siruation to
suppart the Government in sonsible podici-
&4 o meel The national emergency.,’

Another item in Twesday s papors may
B & long way toexplaining the concerned,

cpoperalive musod of the ruling class
toowards the Labour Giwernment, The
e rmabicnial, Crovermmien]-apanioned
ccononic apuncy, e OECD (Organisa-
tenm for Foonoemic Cooperation and

'"The ruling
rranared to

eclass is
accent =

and ewven assist - a

weak Lahour
that can,
norarily,
and

Government

at least tem-
gaweet-talk
anft=-soap the trade

unions to achieve the
same ends that the Tor-
ies would have accomp-
lished by more direct
and ruthless methods,!

Developmment) s predicting hig ecomemi:
problems Gor all te sdvaneed cepitalist
coiantaes. Bul Brilain @ really in the
firiiig line: the econamy i expecied Lo
decliee (o Uhe fiest tnse in over 20 years)
by L3% in 1974; at the same Llime b
raie af inflaclon will zoom up by tes md
thirds, and the rade defictr will mane
thinn daukds,

Well mamy the ruling cisss falk ahout
‘wotld crmis” and “national emorgency .
and well moy they worry aboat the sort
of Government thar will b at the helm
of thi captaliar Sace wihie il k& in ssch
SEOIINY WREETE,

NEXT BEST THING

Of course, there was almost total
agreement among e ruling class Tefiore
the eloclion, They wanied Heath back
wiih & big majority, and o steong Tory
Government returml which could get
an with the job of bashing the Wnions and
protecting capitalist profiis,

Bat the working class didn'e quils
wee il [lar way, So what B the ool begl
ihing 1o o strenp Tory Govcmniment? Why,
o weak Labouwr Covernment, of cousss,

4 the Finsrche! Times sl last Mare
day, “Witheut the vaiborify hestowed
by the posscssion of the lagmesl tumber

There ane some confradictions within
thse Labour Party that even the unify-
ing panic of an eleclion ampaign
cannol paper over. In the course of
the campaign vel another crack
appeared in the tortuons atiempt of
the Labour Parly estnblishment in
ithe Morth East to pose as the party
of ihe working class, while ot the
sme Hme acting as the well-paid
agents of property speculators and
The wictory of Eddie Milne,
standing us an Independent Liubour
candidate in Blyth, Morthunyberland,
imflicted o humiliating defeat on the
Prentice-ite put up by the party
miachine, and will sssistin the expos-
ure of the editice of cormption
wiich has lined the pockets of the
Morth East Labour bursaucrats,

LABOUR SPECULATORS

Two particularly nodoriows examp-
les of their integration into the
igher cchelons of Britich capitalisna
sland oul, There was the occasion when
the Labour-conirelled Seaton Yalley
Urbsn Council aided London and
Tynegicde Properties in making
[0 per cent probits on Botses
froan whicl minets had heen evicted
by the simple expedienl of paving
‘Improveinent grania’ worth moee
than three times what the houses
had coat to The coimpany,
The szcond example is, of
courie, L be ssen in the Tacl (bl
Pomlson found the Labour councils
af the Morth East particalacly ainen-
able 1o boosting his flow of conlracts.
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in Blyth itself, Poulson builp the city
cenire and some of the “gifts’ which
this single contract elicited will no
doubl emerge in the present toals
of Andrew Cunningham and Dan
Hmith

Bul. in spile ul the political dome-

inance of the Labour Party in the area,

it i% bhe genaral growth of working
clase militancy, especially omong Che
miners, which has provided the con-
ditions for o real Loreald Lo tes cofrpt
and reactionary leadership.

Aboul the same e 45 two lead-
ing Labour Figures, Cunniagliam and
Smith, were arrested on corrupdion
and congplracy charvges, the Blyth
Lahour party tried to smother all
attempts to Force Transpord Hoass
Lo sf up Bi bnguicy into the activiti-
es ol Lhe ME party by refusing to
rexdept their MIP Eddis Milne,who
had represented the constituweney
for |3 vears and was demanding
such an enguiry.

‘SAFE’ CANDIDATE

Insiezad, the Blyih Labour Farty
pdopted a Londan-based Prentice-ile,
Ivor Bichard 0, He was just the Kind
of MP that the local establishmeni
wanied, He bad neither the politieal
motivation mor physical proximily Lo
disturk the wall-ined nest that {hey
hed built vp for themsebves.

Paliticaily, Richawd is of the saome
Uk as the ocher Morth Easz MIPs, such
% Hughes, who signed (e motion
againat MeGahey and Bapier and
Crarmal [who use Cheir parcliuméntary
stotus to do PR woerk for the Gresk
calonels).

The resill of this was a complole

ol seale it the Honss, Mr Heath could
ot pomnt on Uie ferheamnes of the
[ahour Party of the cospermtion af the
trade unipns. Nalanly wauld tiere be
oo boneyinaai period, there woald be

a positive torrent ol parlisan spposition,’
Thal downtight vanguerd organ of the
ruling class, The Econcuer, saw the lighi
eyen catber and mome clearty, Last Friday
they wen: wriling: “Hritain would be
rather badly governed by a minority
Heath cabdinet |, . . A minorly 'Wilson
administeation coubd slso have an ils

sice o tradi uoion movement which felt
some phligation to ey Lo keep a wesk
povermiment in offics, mstead of to make
n bzxt ey toopot a weak Tory govemment
out,’

The muling cless is prepaned Lo actepi—
anid oven dasiil— & weak Lshour Govuerm-
ment thai can, &l least temporarily,
sweat tolk ard sofl-seap the trade unians
tir achieve the sume snds that the Taries
woild have accomplished by moss dires
and rathless mgthods, When the bme
cumes, Tahour can b thrown aibde like
a soibed dish rag.

COMNCESSIONS

In the meanieme, Lalous mast he kept
i affice, 11 must be alkvwed Lo dispense

ereaph small doses of reform so that it
can pcfain credibility with the Lrade union
hureaucrais and allow them o de s deal
with ik Covermment withaut provoking
massve opposition fom (e rank and file
Whatever happens, Labour must not be
permitted toopo to the polls o S0dns
issuwe of preal sipaificance to the working
class which would allow it bo wina
respamling viclory and confrond the
rullryg elas—hamar of homors —with a
mnjnril&' Laboist Le0vemmens,

It ig universally agreed thal eonesssions
will have b be maxde. Thus the Financizl
Tinaer last Monday said of Wilsei, "He
would bave nd mandsre o pod the Labaur
manifesta inta apeation o 1ig znfieoy,
These ape, of course, cammitments vantab-
ed in that document . ., which it would be
unreasonable ta expect bim Lo 00w owver-
board. The pramise to repeal the Housing
Finance Act asd (o ensune that excessive
profits are not muds Crom Morth Sea ol
caidld arpuabdy be reconviled with ideas of =
natinoul unily, and, &8 such, woukd
probably command the sapport of the
Huuse of Conmons,’

But thers are some Hibngs an which
i uling cleas is nod prepuand L cioe
cade an inch: "Ciher micasines such i the
larpp-gcake shopping list of nationalisation
wionild nrouse strong parlisan controversy,
eva IF they did not bring dowo U Ceovens-
et immediaiedy " In case ihis thivby-
voilsd Uhreal went by unpoticed, il was
repentzd in Tuesday ‘s cditlon: “In apats
ol Mr Wilsod"s brsve wirids in recend
days, he cun hardly wish to give his
apponsils eossion o feroe an electian
an the mare controversial ilems in
Labouar's programme —specific acts ol
natinalisatian, for example.’

The rullngp clasa has its plans far the
Laknar Gowernment. But the working
clasm is nat likely 1o Gnd amuging the
spectacte of o Labaer Geovemmimient beld
prisanes by the Liberals mmd Taries: eren
if the prisoner is allowed o dresup in
the Governor's sait,

IF the workers” ivovement Jrsisss
thal L “thorsughly respansible and caperi-
enced molerates' g beyond the saps which
(b ruding class will allow tuea to band oot,
il workers Uighi for immediaie achion grec
dnely on the ‘mces cenlroversial icenes in
Latour's programme’, and il ey zhow
that they are preparsd to toke dinecl aclion
hased on their own oipanisation, gomg
Dewomd the Labour programine, o defend
working class mterests—then all thess wall-
inid plans of U ruling <lass will be graund
e dust in the coacible of the class stsghe,

split in the Blvth Laboawr pariy,
wiich bas more than local significan-
ci, The main working class forces

in the anea—the NUM loddpe ai Bates
pit and the local UCATT branch—
pave thed Tull support to Milne whon
he decided {0 stand a8 an [ndepen-
dent Labour candidaie,

MILNE MISSES OUT

Milne himeell = a recanl recruit
{0 the Tribune group of MPs. His
cormmilment Lo Lheit pardiamentanan-
ism probably explaing his Failure Lo
prasg Lhe opporiunity ke had Lo wape
an exemplary anti-Tory camnpatgn,

For example, e made ne atteinpl
t agtively link his compaipn to the
building of solidariiy with 1he minems,
He did not even deal with the guesti-
an of corruption in & palitical way hy
pointing out its dangers for the labowr
maovertent, by campaigning for apen
meelings of gl codneil sessions and
cammilteesa, of by putting Forward
the idea of 4 worker's I ULTY [0
investigale parly corruplaon,

Nevertheleas, 2 000 miners joined
Milne's victory parade through Blylh
when ihe slection resull was annouan-
vl — 22,9 L & votes for Milne and
1,778 for Bichard,

CRACK TO ABYSS

I'he crack oy the Lalsour Fa][ﬁ-:h'

donminamee of working clase politics
in the Maorih bast that bas appearcd
i Blyclrcould be widened into a
gaping ahyss as mass slrepgkes devebop
wisder rhse Lalkour Crovernonment.

But certain sections ol the leld
have already proved hemsclves
incipahle of producine Cie slealepy

that this would require. The Militant
current, lor example, carried fheir
slavish commitment to the Labour
Farty machine o ils logical exireme
by supporting Richard and his
CORTUEL Speonsons.,

Enilure to provide an alternacive
prolitheal leadership to the motlen
decaying leadership of the Lobour
Party oo the Maorth Eagt lvas already
had disastrons consequences for 1he
working clasi— by allowing conditions
ul conluwsiom o develop which provighs
very Ferfile ground for the populist
tacticg of the Liberals,wilse ohrained
lnrpe: voies in what used oo be salid
Laboasr seate, lie Blyrh, for cxample,
the Liteisls pickod up 10,214 votes-

L S more than the Tory condidote,

NF challenged
in Midlands

The Mutional Front, sthich picked
up &,000 votes in the Pao Wes! Broam-
wich comilitwencies and §, 500 in the
three Waolverhim plon constimuendies,
is no doubl leokme foreard to con-
aolidating its base in this area. Bul
initial steps have been taken to boild
U 4 campaipn to drive the Fronl off
the West Medlnnds sLiestis.

In Bermingham, fwo mestings
liave been held hetween represanlal-
jves of the Inlernational Marxist
Ciyoup, the [oternational Socialists,
the Indian Workers' Association, and
indiwidual rrade unionists 1o establish
an on-goaing anti-fnscist eommittes
in the area. It is hoped to organiss a
conference shortly 2nd gain support
for the committes within the prin-
cipal organisationg of the lecal labour
moverment, Cormmmil lees have alga

been formed in Wolverhampton and
Duaclley.

Labour pledge on
Chile demanded

The Chile Solidarity Campeaign i de-
manding that ihe new Labour sdmini-
giention brenk with previous Govero
menk policy on Chile.

In particular, it is demanding that
diplomntic relarions wirh the junia s
hraken off, thai all aid be stopped.
apd that nsylum be freely gronted to
all Chitean refugess. All these dem-
ands were endorsed by the Labour
NEC while in Opposition.

The new campaign will be laun-
ched with & picker on Bowning St ol
5.3 0pm on Friday, 15 March.



REST IN PEACE
WITH LABOUR

Trade union leaders are delighted

that these measures will make as and

., LB T 1§ I = |

the past. Rather, it &5 going io be
forced hy the irade union loaders
o cul down itg furwre demands
simply in order (o bring the previ-
s altacks Lo o hall,

What is required, howewer, is the
exact opposite of his two-saded
*hargain®, The working class mowve-
ment needs to be compersaied for
the attacks made on it in the past
and Besds improvesients in its
standard of living in the inmedale
futura.

1, ¥ § . o | .

sruggle’s sake. Bul if it is oo ilusion
toe think there 12 Lo be prospenty For
workers under Labour, it would be an
gven greater illusion o think there
will be “peace’. Worss, it woull be a
fatal evrar for the workers' move-
ment not to prepare for indoscrial
conlronlalion.

This should be clear froan the
orisis in {he economy, the burdens
of whicl the capitalists will bry bo
push on to the working class. It
ahould be clear even if we consider
ihe single gqueation of fsng prices,

§ & 8 -1 F

wive strugghe to increase wages, pen-
sions-and socinl-s=curly benelils
woihl be needed —a strugele which
will meer wich the ferociouns resis-
tance of the capilulists deprived of
the backing of State pay laws,

S0 whichever of these relormist
piths is chosen, ‘industrist peace’ is
certainly not what the workers' move-
meani must peepare iisell for, Yet to
the trade union leaders, industrial
‘prace’ rather than “confrontation”
is @ greater good than the living
standards of their members. Even if

this week with the final resignation  when they are introduced. : UNCONDITIONAL REPEAL  the issue around which the Labour  this means disarming the workers’
of Heath and the return of Wilson to dThllij Eh:E: Ekdf t""“ h"‘l'”lﬂ tﬁ'_"‘"'-“ Government believes that sotion movernent in the face of an Inevitable
Nomber Ten. This is the moment - Y- T L R (5 Tl G bl s will induce the unions to moderate  struggle,

- apreed ingomes policy with all gl SERC : [gims. 1T there is any indusirial peace
they have relished throughout the i R i R really poting in the interests of the Wags Clims sxhitas Hia bt Wikl e r b Dot

Inst four yenrs of Tory rule,

The trade onion leaders have
promised thai Labour will do
many good things for the working
class, IT the Indostrial Relations
Act and Houasing Finance Act are
repealed; il pensions are ralsed to
£10and L£16 g week [or single and
mierried people; il certain essential
foods are subsidised: then indeed
these will be hig steps forward for the
workers mavemenl,

Bui many Labour and trade union
keaders have made it clear that the
peckape of Labour proposals which
lpok so promising are designed only
to-create the ‘chimale’ in which ‘co-
operalion’ belwesn unions and Gov-
ernment can be achieved to restmain
WRHES,

SCANLON'S ‘MISUNDER-
STANDINGS'

Hugh Scanlon; Frecident of the
AUEW —a wnion whose members
have opposed all incomes policy
under sither Labouar or Torkes - pil
it this way:

“These mscasures, [ar-reaching and
troad as they are, will allow the
trsde umiona, on 8 volunfary baus
and wnder free collective barpaining,
to recogniess in their wape cliims
the coptrbution to living standards

waorking people would create mis-
undersiandings which should be
avadded.”

Bat whether a Tormal incomes
policy 15 agreed, or whether *volun-
tary” wage restraini 1= achigved by
nods, shoves and winks, the prin-
clples iavolved are laid down clearly
in Scanlon’s statement

TIT-FOR-TAT

What Bcimlon = ssying 15 Lhat
repeal of the Industral Relations
and Housing Finance Acls, increases
in pensions, and price controls, are
not things which workers should
simply be given. They are not riphts.
They are things which the workers'
movemenl must My,

Each time the Labour Crovern-
ment makes a move, the TUC will
‘recognise This ag a “conl ribution’,
and make a ‘contribution” of ifs
owil, In other words, when Labour
repeal a Tory law, or eXarcmses cofn-
it over the price of an ffem in the
shops, the unions will turm the screw

a little harder on their owns membees’

claims.

Althouph the preciss form of
this ‘undersianding’, thes “social
conirsct’, remaing (o be agreed, its
meaning i perfectly clear. The
working class is not o be compen-
sated for the stliacks made on il in

workeors, it would wrconditiomaliy
repeal these Acls, ncrease pensions,
and contral prices. In addition, of
would bring about radical improve-
menis in the stagdard of living by,
for example, introducing a mational
mirimuwim wage, and by graoting in
full all wage clagms halled by "lsase
3, Rather than ssking the unions to
make sncrfices it would force the
capitalists o sccept these bipdens
0OF course, all of ks wanld
reqguire & real struggle between
labour and capitol. The trads wnon
leaders should prepare this struggle
and demand thal & Lalboir Grovern-
menl improve the conditions for
sirupgle by, for example, repealing
picketing laws and releasing the
convicted Shrewsbury workers.

But Lo the TUC, the coming of a
Labouwr Government is not a signal
for a massive struggle Lo achiove
permaneni gains for the working
class, 11 1% rather o Crovermmial Wwiader

which ‘indusinal peace’ can be achiey-

ed,

As Jack Jones put it: ‘Indusinal
peace and not confrontation is
Labour’s podicy,” The years of ‘sinfe
and bittemess' ander the Tones
wete broaght about in his view, not

because of an inevitalle clash between

classes, bui because of the ‘mistake
the Torles made in inirodocing the
law into Sindustrial relations’,

No worker enjoyvs stmigple for

Lahour proposed to deal wath
this by means of subsidies, escntially
on imporied Tood stuffs. They have
an far Failed to say which ilems they
intend fo subsdise or by how muich,
and they ipnore non-lood itens. But
il [his policy &3 puraned by Labour,
with ids trmbitional respect Tor the pri-
vale property rights of those involved
in big commercial frunsactions, then
enormous sun of money would be
requlired.

MONEY FROM WHERE?

The Caovernment could borrow
frown the Internatonal Monzstary
Fund. But this wauld only aggravale
the balance ol payements deficit, lead-
ing to devaluation of the pownd and
therefore Turther price inflalion, The

need Lo fight for wape increasss hardly

‘disappenrs’

The Government ceold aise taxa-
Hon from the workers, wnder Lhese
cirenmatances, but Tarther wage in-
creases would again b neccazary
Finally, the Government could rake
the money from profits. But this
wendld only lead 1o the capitalisea
pttacking the workers in the Tactornes
by trying to increase productivity and
decreaawe Thair labour Torce:

Davnted by this logic, the Govern-
mend could take liltke effedtive action
ta control prices. In that cose, & mas-

the workers' movementd bk no
furtler necd to struggle. On the con-
trary, the need for siruggle is greater
than ever before. [E will be becanss
the frade union leaders are prevenling
it from taking place by bureaucrtic
P PTESSION,

It will b becyuse in the name of
supgary proomiges and “blg concessions®
from the Labour Covernment, the
trade wilon leaders are acting as a
replasement [or the Indusinol Rela-
Lions Act, the Pay Laws and the
foroes of the State in holding hack
the strugebe of the rank and fike.

The burspucrats have hesn hvp-
nolsdng Lhe workers' movemant for
years with the prospect of a polden
eri undder Labowr, No sorker sholsd
bz taken i by this souff, Mo worker
should fall asbee p and let the burenue-
rais fre the drdle wnions Lo Lhe caplal-
ist Slate,

NO INCOMES POLICY

There must be no form of
imcomes pulicy under capitalism irres-
peetive of which Governimant is in
power, The position sdopred by
many winons wnder the Tories—" Mo
tulks on incomes policy'—are just as
valid Losday wnder Labour,

DAVE BAILEY

Oxtord, Essex, Kent unite - one sh'uggle one fight!

Stodents in Dulord kst Monday
cnntinued thetr fight against the
brutal trestmeni handed out by
police and wniversity hired tiogs
during the course of their camp
pign for & central stwlents union.

Mikitant sctlon was taken by a
demonsd miion of herween SO0 and
1 000, involving contingenis of
students trom all over the country,
agmong them B0 sudenis fresh from
the victorious anti-victiomsa tion
strupgle ot kent University.

Ihe demonsiration swepi right-
wingers of f the street atter they
nad attampled Lo dErupt bBoth o
rally and the demonstration itssil
Militants went on fo briefly occupy
the lobby of the wniversityv finance
office. Stodents and police, Trom
i force of two hundred mobilised
by the hames Valley constahalary
battled for hall an hour owtside the

b wictimise and phesicaily oltack

studenls are mel with a national

responae from all over [he counlry

MO ALLIAMCE

The dominant political force

on the NUS Brecalive, Uie Conm-

urist Farty, believes that the cut
hacks in educazion expendituee
immpased unider the Tories provide
the peasdbility of creating an allinnce
Betwean shiclents and these auth-

oritics o the basis of a common

figl:l apainsl the curbacks, Mothing

could be furcher from the truth,

Faced with a chesics nf sither
fiphting back agasinst the Stale or

implementing the cuthucks in
their eoliepes, theauthazitaes do
whal thav are

raid for and aim
to resasl any altenpt by stucdenis

Lo Fight apainat further erosions
ol their standaed of living,

Muost dm porsantly, thecallegs

suthorities are airempiing o fnish

university bublding and finally succ-
gided in pushing the police thraugh
the doars they were attempting to
pusrd.

INDEPEMDENT

A spokssman for the Cantn
Students’ Union Campaign, which
had arganized the demonstration,
saidl that the renson why students
had come fomm as Tar afield ax Man
chester and Swansea was that siud-
enls elsewhere understood and
sympathized with the demand
for & central students” union.

"W sze it ag part of 3 aotional
struggle azainst repression . in
defance of the right of studenia
Lo ergiise Lheoiselves indepen-
dently ol the aniversity’, One of
the main slogans an the demon-
slration was “Uafa-d, Basex, Kent,
Unite—One Siruggle, One Fight !

An MG midiant from Bent
spake gt the zally on hehall of the
students who toak on thelr univ-
eraity authonties over the viciimn-

Gl the job ararted by the Torizsdn
orcking up the Tightiog organisation
of students on whatever issus arises,
mosl un poctantly siadent suppori
Lox worrkers' strupgles. This offznsive
must be stoppel in s tracks now!

Afl.l!r sME]‘.‘IIHﬂ right wingars off the streets, I'I'II’Il‘ﬂl'l‘l‘.l mowed on to llI'IIPBrEIt'r f||1.anua uﬂ‘ma

isalion ol & student, He emphasised
that Oxford was not a special case
in the degrea of vielenoe used by
the univessiiy against those who
wiere fighting for the bhasc rights

of students.

Far from Oxlord laggine e himd
other more “propgressive” inatitutions,
the umiversity authaorities al Oxfond,
Eent and Esséx wéne showing the
wiy Lor ather administrobions
atbempibng to clamp down o
grudent strgeles

The demanstraltion cacesed an The big suppoct [or tie demon-
Craioel spepker whin said thot the shiation was in-spile ol the Sonduct
milttarey of the deimonstration had of he Bxecutive ol the Moliona)
alivwn the anreersily thal They wen Ll ool Studemis, who at g recent
nol cowed or intirmidated by the mecting did not dizscuss this ration
yirdence-ygnid by tha e reit Cdewwrrslmiion, ewen Phoggh on

e on Gxlond was an the apenida,

This lack ol leadership is 4
criscinl wedkness for sludenis at
many oolleees whes nre pressntly
stepping up dicgct action in defencs
of their living standards gnid in
support of the MUS clakin on granis,
In the last week oecupibions were
slarded at lBranel Liniversicy, Mew-
castheand Thames Pely among
DLACT. JJI1I.J. fhe NUS "Wesk ol
Maclii

Ir order ta maintain the ligh
level of mobibisation pd Keep
it The lighting spint of stl-
enls Necesgary T3 Win Cor Leasins
from the minaocily Lahoir Gowern
menl, i s absolutely vital thal ail
allempts ol the college autliorities

aeains students Gphting lora
demand that was suppocied by
thotmands of Orelnrd stinfenrs,

BATTLEGROUND

IF the authorws are praspared
Lo turn Cldord inte o bas lepround
we muel meit them and ceteal
et Ve own groamsl, [
wis exiremely importang Lhat the
sampaian had fol been loseed on
T the delensive, simply calbng Tor
e pelcase of Lhe vichmized slad
ks,

Essex conterence
on vichmisation

Ewex University students are hobd-
ing 0 conference on Saturday 16
March where the experience of vori-
ous sirugples against vietimisstion
will ket discugsed and a plan of ac-
tion drawn up oo mcef the needs of
| the preseni struggles—incluoding i
those ot Oxford and Essex—and |
those likely (o emerge i0 tie fulore.
The coonference bas succesded in
olstaining I%: hacking-of the NS
Executive. Details frond the Confer-
ence Drganiser. Stodents Unbon,
Fasex University (lel. 02046-44144),
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- Now that Labour s in office, John Marshall I00Ks at

SIX KEY QUESTIONS FACING

This has been o week of working
class victorics. Three stand oul,
First, it #s clear that the miners have
won their strike. Second, the coun-
cilbors ai Clay Cross have won o
resounding victory, Thind, and most
famous, the Tory Government has
Fallen.

All these represent greab strides
forwurd for the working class-and =
weakening of the position of the
emploving class, Bui it would be
wrong end very dangerots o be
complacent. A batile may have been
warn, bl e e is still wery much
with us. The employing class, their
Staie and the reformist Labour
leaders lave many more tricks wp
their siecve yel.

FIRST CRISIS

The first crisis will come on (ke
economic front, A recent report
trom (he Organisation for Economic
Cooperanon and Development shgws
what the continuation of capiialism
in Britain will mean, It predicts up to
1 2%% inflation and & balance of
maymenis delicit of over £3,000
million for 1974, These estimates,
particularky of inflation, are if any-
thing too lowe 11 s also known
unemployment will reach 1-1%
million next winter, The allacks on
e working class which the employ-
ers will demand in sech a erisis will
be increased by the need (o negotate
mternatinnal loand to cover the
balance of payments deficit.

Of eourse, these orises could be
overcome by expropriating the
capitalist class and introducing s
panindd economy, but Labour has
sl 1he slightes! inienton of dodng

this. Indeed, (hey have hardly even
mentioned the word “socialism’ during
their campaign. Although the strength
and pressure of the workers' move-
ment will nundoubtedly force a Tew
conoessions Fromm the Labour léaders
in thi short term—repeal ol the
Indisstrial Relations and Housing
Finance Acts Tor exampla - fundamen-
tally Labour will carmy on the sime
pro=capilalisl econams podicics 28

thee Torriss,

But if the Labour government is
hovund Lo carry through proscapililist
policies, neverthebess e strugpies of
the last months show that the work-
ing class is in a sfrong godibion o
resisl These attacks. The muiing clos
wag unable to use repression Lo
break the miners’ sirike becguss of
tive magsive working class mesponss—
even a peneral sirike—that such an
allack wonld have provoked, |l was
precisely because he could not use
such represaion that Heath was fog-
crd to call the eleclion.

UNDEFEATED

Mo sction of the working class
which has gone inlo struggle, with
the minor exception of the ambul-
ancemen, has been defeated in the
strugple. The firemen, the povwet
engineers and the miners have all
won victories, and the ASLEF men
have Boi been defeated, OF cowmrss,
sections of the working class fmiled
to g0 into siruggbe; bul this represen-
ted a crises of political perspective,
nat o cleap-cul defeat. The working
class can recover froom such a siteg-
licn in a few months, pariicutarly
in a situation where the siss as a
whole has won o famous viclory
qover the emploving class. Such a
sifuation is tetaily different to the
siluation where the workers have

suffered a clear defeat, The UPW, for
cxample, has not recoversd Phrss
vears aller iis defeat; nor have the
Londen busmen after theirs.

Even those sections of the work-
ing clhiss which did nor launch a
strugele against Phase 3 would have
responded massively to atiacks on
the miners, Mefther did the three
day week although it did heve a
e FERETTFHAR Y |.'Ii'-..'4.'l, succeed in
demoralising the working class. In
short, the organisational strength
of the working clags i3 tofally intact
and the workers' movemenl will be
im & position to put vp very fierce
refmstance againsl coming capitahs
pttacks. While there will probably
b some temporary down-ldrm on
the wages stroggle, os the trode
unicn leaders wheel and deal wich
the Labour Government, the perspec-
tive remaing one of very big strupgles
hoth by the working clas and other
eppressed layers of the population,

KEY QUESTIONS
In this sitwation it is vital that the
left understands clearly what are the
ke=y qucatir_ms to concenirate 1is
forces on. There are six points which
ahove all stand out os the ones on
widch the fight back must be started.,

1. Inflatiomn

With inflation running at around
15% it is wital 1o lanmch a strupgle to
defend the incomes and standard of
living of the working class. Alrcady,
deepile the Tall &f the Tory Govern-
meni, the employers continne with
thelr plans to out workens living
standards, The lateat attack comes
in engincering where as Bill Simpson,
segretary of the Foundry section of
the AUEW, has pointed out “the
workers in engneerng ave becn

The first indication that workers would have only their own struggles ©o rely on despita o Labour victory came
when Heath refused to resign and instesd tried 1o st up a coalition with the Liberals, What did Labour do? —

sit back and gaze in swe st the marvels of the Constitution. It was Ioft to the small revolutionary groups to start
mebilising to prevent the success of any manceuvre designed to prevent the formation of o Labour Government.
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offered about ape per cent’. This
wirdled mean a fufl in the real incorme
of workeTs,

Already some union leaders anc
talking of s=lling olt on wape claims,
Juck Jomes said on Tuesday it was
necesary to stop wage claims going
over the top'. What he mesans 13
aucepting an incomes policy. Ungder
capitalisn thas wonld only b used
to attack the working ciass, Al woik-
ers should follow the lead of the last
ALTEW and ARTMSE conferences and
refuse [o accapl an comes policy
from any Governmenlt, This rneing
all wage demands should be forsed
through for the full claim, and all
veape claimg already settied under
Phase 3 shoukl b reopened and nés
demainds submitoed. Tn particular the
miners cliim musl he met in (el and
the englnecrs must not sectle for a
penny bess than Chedr Tall clairm,

But slinply patting up wagss is
not enouph, The guins musd be
protected, Under Phase 3 there was
a 7% threshold agreement, This meant
that wages wenl up auteanaticslly for
ewery 1% increase in the cost of living
above To, This was totally inadegqu-
ale, Byery penny of wapoes must be
profected against inflution. Wilh a
b threshold the income of 3 worker
can Tall by anything up to B% wichout
Iebin poceiving a penny more, Whal s
needed is Tull comnpensation for gvery
penny increass in prices, This means
a sdiding scale of wages ora “nil norm®
ihreshaold, In ocher words, auromatic
cost of living increises Dor @very
increase in the price index, Workers
im Belgium lave already won a8 similar
demand. The trade unions must
demand the full implementation of
such 3 policy here, Such a sliding
acale must also apply to all stale
benefits and & minimum wags musl

--_.,n--q

be mtroduced, In onder o gel a
decent wage foF NOCH, £giead s pow
must be Tought for,

n the prices front, the Labowr
Party has proposed statutory con-
brosls and some suhsiclies, These
policies are completely inadequats.
Faoand subsidies will come oot of
higher taxation—most of which will
fall om the working class. The machin-
ary of rhe civil service cannot police
prices propecly.

Three fecisive IMEASUTES M NECES-
anry here First, the made wokons must
starl imdusirial aclion aguins| price
increases, The workers at Allied Supp-
ligrs in Glasgow have already shown
the way bere by then mdesicial ac-
tion against increases in the price of
tentils, Becond, Hwre must be a
re=ze on prices. policesd by the
trade unione and crgandzations of
working clasks consuwmers, not by
the civil service, In Mortingham,
for example, such organisalion
has alrenly starvied with the picke:-
ing of Marks and Spencers. Third,
the monopaolies {sterling with the
food monopolies) must be nationakis-
ed,

Z. Unemployment.

Unemployment Lhig wear 1s going 1o
rige b 115 million. It is vital

that the working clase breaks chis
attack, Again the nationalisation

of all major indugtry and rhe e
duation ab i planned econnmy is
the only real salurion, Howeser,
urttil that can be achievesd the work-
ing cluss hag to fight to prevent
capitulism translerring the burden
of ifr crials on to the workers, Tls
mens in parlicuiar Gghting for:

* Waork ar full pay. All loy off threads

should b med widls e demand of
‘work-sharimg with no boss of pay”.

OTES AGAI

The natiomal press and 1TV focused
on only one of the elections that feok
place last week: the general election.
But socialists shoaild not foreet (he
other election - hoth for ity own im-
portance and because it helps to put
the Labour Parly leadeeship's com-
paisn in perspective. The olher elec-
tiarin was at Clay Cross,

In the geperal election, Wilson
Femight For the national inferzst” and
wor beas Hham 505 of the seats o
Claw Cross, the: Lazour souncillors
feught for working class intenssts and
wit mkore than 9% of the seats,
polliog the fighest ever Labour vole
in one of the wards,

WILSON'S FEET

The Labour headershige have tried
to excuss Hheir miserable showing in
he elreticn by conplaiming that
they have béen siandered as sall an
cxrremisis and wreckers. and by
Feesaganing the undeniably vicions
anti-Labous campaign in the Tory
prees. Al least they cannot be nccused
ol giving support and assistance 1o the
ronncillon al €lay Cross.

Lord Denning denowneed the
Chny Cross councillors 33 commin
crioinais, The courts slapped penal
fines on thani. The Whitshall nureac-
facy moved their ageils inco the
tawm ber throw the clected councallors
oul af effice and organiss: new elee
rinns. And toocap it ofl, Edward
Short went to the troukbde of tramping
ol b the White Cicy to declare on
ihe BBC that the Labour leadership
weas im nooway backing the “law
hreaking’ councillors ot Clay Cross,

But the [acl semainsg: 90 4o
Latour st Clay Cross; 455% Lo Labour
in Westminsler, 1f we are to aecepl

ihe logic of the reformist politicians
in Transport Tleese, we nisl Egine
the working people of Clay Cross (o
b a bunch ol Lheves and &N mcn—
for how else could they vote Tor
councillors wirh the worat TV image
iy British pobfics?

The angwer 15 simple: Wilson
SEIETL Ihrze vears refusing 2o SLPPOTE
ar-launch o singhe muss sLragee
apainst the Tories, Felinwed by
three weeks canipaigning to ger
working people Lo unile wil it the
cmployirs, the landlords and 1he
Lord Dennings in One Maton, Thar
wag a campaign For the Libersds and
Tories, Afier all if you want o
unite workers and bosses, why wale
Luhour, when the Labaur Paror is
based on inions whose jobis to
srragple against Lhe foages?

The Clay Cross couneillers had the
courige Lo oacl on g smple truch: the
cmflice terween the interests ol
working people and those of the
capitulisis. They melused ko raise
renis whatever was thrown apuinst
them; they refused to frecze the
wapess ol council workers whalever
the pay luws said; they refused to
ke the poople of the fown
suffer from electncity cuts because
the Tory Government sunied 1o
conlronl the mines. Litdle wonder
theat such leaders were backed hy
the: working class of Clay Cross.

And litlle woneker that working
class vorers are less than enthosastic
for Wilsan, with his feer of clay.

COMMUMIST PARTY
Whichewer way yvou lonk at it,
12941 voles for 44 candidates g a

disaster Tor the Cornmmunisi Party,
More thap that, it 15 a decloe i che
CP wote since 1970 in spife of the
Premendons working class sonageles
in which some members of the CF



[HE WORKERS

* All redundancies 10 be mel with
occopationg. The demand shanald be sdvan-
el that the Labour Cowgrnment naismn-
alize without compensation any firm
deciaring redundancies, and guEranies
work for the full vhour force.

= The anemployed jo be organised by the
wnions. The demand of full pay Tor the
anemployed must be pul Forwand,

3. Housing and education

The social services are at present in
chaoe due 1o the economic system
of capitalism, On housing, all land
pwned by companies and all migor
building forms should be nationalised
wilhoul compensation. A crash
housing programme musl be hunch-
ed immediately

Tlis = 3 lomg term solution, but
howsing is desperately needed in the
et fermn, It is well Enown that
hundreds of thousands of hoises are
jaul siting emply. Working class
crrgEnisations, sguatiers and lenants
aseociations should take thess over
at once, and demand that the Govern-
ment and bocal councils take these
propertics owver without compenks-
tion. The Housing Finance Act mus
be repealed; but rents must also be
reduced 1o thekr level before the
Acrt, as @ First step (o the provishem
af free housing {or all.

On education fhe full studeni
demands on grants must be met, and
rapid increases in teachers’pay awar-
ded, To allract ieachers to London,
where prices are very high, the full
unicn demand on London allowane-
e8 must be mel

4_ Ireland

Ireland & of present the most open
caer of British impenalist oppreson
It iz 7 scandal that Labour has main-
faingd & bipartisan polcy with the
Taries oo this, All Brifish troops

must be withdrawn feom Irelond,
self determination pranted, and all
lrigh pohtical prisomers must be
released,

5. Repression

Throughoul the lssl years even the
bourgenis democratic rights of ihe
working class have been undermined.
There are dozens of steps which muost
be luken on this front, But four stand
out. First, the six men imprisoned =1
Shrewshbury must be released immedi-
ately, immediate pardons must be
granied to all those convicled and

the 1875 Conspiracy Act under which
they have been proseculed muast he
repealed. Secondby, the Price sisters
and all [rish political prisoners muost
be released. Third, the High Court

b e R aleseraeany A A
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dectsion preventing the (ormer Clay
{roas Councillers from holding of fice
must be overlurned and the sur-
charges levied against them for wn-
paid rents lifted, Fourth, the [ndus-
trial Relations Act muzl be ininedi-
ately repealed and all funds seizesd

by the Mafional [ndusirial Relations
Court must be repaid to the umons
in full, with inleiest,

6., Racism

By fyr the higges) threal to the
forging ol working class unity, for
the coming struggles is that of
racism, The Labour party cod-
tinually capitulates to racism.
Instead of immediately rehulling
and rejeciing Enoch Powel's catl
fior a Labour vote, for example,

Wilson and company silently
accepred i This nor merely gocs
againet all the peeds of the working
chass for unity, but it even threatens
the ebectaral progpeets of Labour,
The insidions poison of meism can
aplit che solidasity of the organiss-
tiobs of the working class in a way no
uther izsue could, By supporting the
immmigration laws and carrying on no
campaipn apainst Powell and the other
racisid Labour gives credibility to the
view thar it is immigration, rather
than capitalism, which is responsible
for the problems wiiclh affect the
working class. 4 big campaign musi
be launched lmmediately to break

up the allempis of the mcists and
fascists to orpanise, and also fo force

repeal of the Immigration Act, the
Pakistan Act and the Aliens Act,

CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE

The muost important thing in the
coming months is fo smeash the
argument Lhal now thers 5 a Labowr
governement i thinga must be lefe fo
them = "we must ool rock Lhe boat”®,
Labour will proceed, despate snme
inirial eoncessions, to a series of
vicions attacks on the werking class
I the election the Internalional
Marxist Group raised the slogan *“Wote
Libour hol rely only on your gwn
strupgles’. The working class veted
Labour o gel rid of the Tores
They sueceeded, Mow it 15 precisely
anly their own struggles they will
be able ta rely on,

T THE STREAM

have playved a ig role, How can this
e X planed

O course, the electoral sysiem
i ihis conntry docs not favour minoe-
ity parties, but this does not expliain
e fablure of the CP to substangially
imeredss 1k nuoiber ol voles, The
lugt three yeors have seen substantial
grovwih by the active socialist forces
in the working cliss movement. The
CP must have been sianding in the
nsain centres of ite scrength, and yet
it vole wos kower than ils lodal
membership, A party that fields
candidates in forty four consitwien-
cies and cannal do befler than that
apaingt the Lebour Party 18 in tronble
Moréover, lhe Blyth resuld showed
that candidates of the Jeft can beat
the official Labour candidades wlere
the choice i=a clear cut and atrigsng
one

The CP leademhbip las put thei
bad resuwl s down Lo the capitalisl
witch-lmant, and refusal to provide
the CP with poblicily on the mass
medis. But we need only note the
sl thal the OP has alwavs sulTers:d
thease disabilities, and indesd has
subfered micch less from then than,
forexample the Bepublican meve-
ment in the north of Ireland, Yet the
Latied can pei conslderably highe
wotes than |he OF pot evenin limmy
Reld's conatitucney.

Mowl domagng of all, is the Tacl
that the Communiat Parry resules
wore Jittle belter, and in soine cages
wiorse than thioss of the small revoiu-
tonary groups like the IMG and the
WEE, Thas ix a realiv critical prohlem
for the Party leadership, Omly five
CP candidates polled epore than | 000
winlies, vel Lhe WERIP candidade in Wall-
send polled [, 108 votes and the WHP
candiadate o Pondedract polled 947
WOLEs,

We can compare the revalufionar
es’ wobes and those of the CPin one
of the strang centies of the Commin-
ist Pariy —Shetfisld. In the Brighiside
codstitency in that city, the full
resources of the panty wers put
Beligd one of s galional leadess, Wi
Caill, Shegot 513 votes. Yet the IMG
candidane. Pitng AlL, with much more
Iimited rescirees preverting the
IMG froan systematio convassing, gol
within “H) wotes of that fipere, 1§ we
ey ber tat the 15 group wes relus-
inpg toevobe Por the revolutionary
sandidales, we begin (o see he zcnpe
of the decline of the CMs mftuencs in
reliaticm o the revolubionary 21|

Here we have one of the main elues
o {he UP's debacle: why vole for a
CP ocandidate rather than Li bour
when the CF says little that i difter-
enl Teom ke words of the Lohowr
left? Was it not true, for example,
thar CF bocal councillor m Sceotband
utuply voled against fighting the
Housing Finance Act to a finish, in
marked cominsl o Clay Cross

This s anly part of the answer.
The other hard fact fhat the Coangids-
sl Parly leadership canmol answer, 1=
ts refasal to admie that the bureaus-
tatic divtararghip e the USSR i an
anili-soctalist regime which hos nothing
tn commaon with communtsn: aad
that the USAR iseld 45 nol af all &
vorrking class democracy or g Socinl
st socieny. At meeting after mesing
Ll election caompaign, class cons
cious workers asked the guestion: do
woii think the USSE 1 socislist * The
Communisl Party cannol give an
honeat anewer. 1L cannol break from
45 years of Sialinism and repression
of workers™ deiocracy in (he USSR,
A more ynd more workers twen o
sofiaiEm and marxism they demand
an cxplanation of thees facls, Oniy

the revolulionary marxists coufdl

pive L.

e LFL'!.'.'-U!'u'['lI"'.IG WITH THE
STREAM

Alver an initial silence, the
International Socialisis” paper
Cocieiier Wosker evennially took up
the guestion of whether o vore for
the revolurionary candidaies in the
electicon, On 23 Febnaary, a caorefully
worded stutement lram the Editor
explained thatwhile 15 wis nol
.;:.p!;u_;m:i in pringiple Lo puciing ap
revoluticnary candidates, il was
oppesed Foopul litg them up in rodis
paricuiar election.

Untortunately, the sratement did
meel clearly distinguish b=baecn Dwo
guite different problems: firsd,
wherther 15 should fiself putup
candideies, second, whether |5
members shotld vote for the Lobhour
Parcy, againgt the candidates of the
revolulionary fele, 31 was the secoand
prablem that was preocoupying
socialist militanls, inciuding oy
members af the 145, while The X086
i Worker siatement addrosacd it
sl bew L Tusr gquestion,

Hul azarelul peading of the state-
menl provides on ansser to the 15
view o how to wate, The editor
declanes: 'For revolucionaties 1o
shingd Comldndates Ao suclh an elaclion
iz almply & diversion from the main
imsues andd constitutes o tacrical
blundee.” In other words thers is
somethieg specid phoul this ehecticm
w il makes it wrong (o stand agained
the Labouar party, Mome than that; a
revodutoary candidate sould be
adiversion - he o she would dkivert
peaple from che madéo ivees - in Lhe
parbicubar slection, bat not m others.
This is the omly fair remifering oee can
niake of the cxtmordinary 15 afate-

meEnt,

The mysiery therelore is (his
wihier ig 50 spevial about this election
Lhat makes candidates pacting for-
ward Mull-hinoded sociabisl policies,
& diversiongry force, distracting
peoaple Trom the madin srees !

1w ook arenind us there ts one
cfstanding feabare of this elecrion
which makessil peouliar in companson
with othersan che last 2% veam: the
Tact thil the copitaling Spsiem is ir
an wnperglieled cngis: Thisscrisia. and
its cotastrophic consegquences
Tor warking people = the main
esue Tor the working class in this
election. Because of rhis crigs situa-
tiom o reformist, ¢lass collaboration-
ist [aheir besdeislitp 8 goinp o be
unable to resalve the immedizie needs
ol the mrass ol peopls inthis cotnee-
cwif it is chected. 1t s scarecly cap-
ghle of petting rid of Lhe Tory govern

OLIVER MacDONALD examines some aspects of the election
campaien and voting figures which are of significance for socialists

ment, 2frer three years of uneclenting
atracks on the working class

Juar aboui the only thing that ie
oy peculinr aboul thiselection has
heen the maerable allempis by the
Labour left to persupde militants 1o
suhordinate every slowpeple and lssue
o vote catching Inr the Labour
Prarty.

A revolitionary orgnisation is
in a sad arare when it considers that
the mare Srilical the state of the
supitatist system, and the mors
arute class strupele, the more
diversiodary & the presence of
revalulionmry candidates in an
election, Such moods are under-
stondable among secial demneralic
workers. They ame inexcusabie
arnongst penple who claim to be
revolutionary gocialist leaders,

The [5 statermant wias Var more
serlang than a ‘racticd] blunder,

Ona of the high points of the IMG alection carmpabgn in Glasgow was the
mreting addressed by veteran revalutionary Harry McShane {right]
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“The Soviet was and remained the
organised expression of the class will of

the proletariat’

In January, 1905, the young working ! igation and funciioning of the

clazs of Russia flexed its muscles for
the first time. A mass demonstration
to the Twmir's palace in St Petersburg,
demanding the right to strike and the
B-howr day, was brutally attacked by
the army in the infamous “Bisody
Sundoy ' masscre,

Yet by the end of the year that same
working class had progeessed from a
maive demonstration for basic (rade
union rights to the highest form of
workers' organisiion seen since (he
Parts Commune, 34 yesrs before - the
51 Petersburg Sovied. Taardom totter-
ed, and fram tiat time, thowh fem-
porarily victorious, waited enly for
the finsl push which cme in 1917
with the October Revolotion.

The young Leon Trotsky was a lead-
ing figure in the Soviet and evoked
ihe experience and fessoens of thoss
fifty memarobly trmelioows dave in
s book  which he wrote Two years
fafer in exile, He points oul the single
most impor tand lesson of 1905 that
the struggle for very basic demands,
il organised throogh cogans of work-
ErS’ POWEL, Cilil row over into a

siruggle lor Stadc power; indeed | that |

it must bego o de so i 10 s Bol firbe |
hamatrung by its own elleciiveness

STRIKE

T he butchery of Bloody Sunday
trggered off @ wave of uncoordin
ated sirikes and widespread discussiop
and recrganisation of the inexper-
ienced R ossian working class during
ihe spring and summer. The days of
iml imidation werd nunmbered, In =arly
Uctober 8 wave of sirikes started in

the printing-ind ustry in StPolersburg

and rapidly spread (o other industries

across the country, particularly the
railway and telegiraph srvices

In 5t Peternburg, the warkers in
several insdfustries s=t up g General
Coungil to coordinute their slrugg-
les. This was 1o rilpnllg,- Lrow indo Hhe
Sonfier of Workers” Deputies, which
embraced Lhe masses ol Lie whole
city and servesl as the mode ] of org-
anisation for other towns and cilies
in Russia, From October, the strike
spread acress the country, adopting
the demanda Ffor an S-how day, wivil
iherties, ammesty for all poditical
prisoners and the recall of the Con-
stituont Assembly (Farliament ) with
umiversnl Iranchise

In the pext Tew weeks, even though
Ihe @nke was susnended Tor soms

limis, the 51 Pelerchure Sovier BT

wnd nfiuence Witk ing
chags organ of <triggle in The city 0
conssled of an ass=mbly whech was
permanenily in session —decidimg e
course of the strike, he demands o
be adopted, the tactics of 1 he work-
ers i slrupgle and the overall orpan-

[T §LTE 1% LT

working-class commumity. When a
factory went on sirike i was immed-
imlehy entitled (o elec] o represeniative
{Deputy ) to it in the Soveet to de-
cade working chaes policy, As Trolsky
SANE
“The represeniairee hody af the
preletacial assumed the role of (he
lirst embryumic organ of revolation
ary poewer, Wit the Sovsed we have ihe
[lirsi appeamance of democmtic power
in modern Hussan history, The Sovied
is the vrganised povrer of the mass
itprdl oved ids separate parte I ana-
stifutes autkentic democriacy , withow!
2 hower and an upper chambser, withe
il & protesional buncascracy, bul
wih the viters” night to recall their
depudiees &0 amy moment. Throwgh it
members—d eputies directly elected by
the wrrkers —ibe Soveed oy cforses
direci leadendhip over all social mani
leslations of the proletaniat ss 5 whole
anid of ws individual groups, sranises
He actions and provides them wirh o
alngan and 3 hanmer,”

The represeniation ol Lhe workers in
strugele was based primarnly on the
factories, because they werg Lhe mals
links which hound the working class
topether with 4 common inleresi -a
working cliss which in any atlker terms
wias wery imadequately organised. The
sirike committees, and what workers®
| organssations that there were, hwoked
Loy the Soviel Tor lendership.

| ORGAN OF STRUGGLE

| Qne delegate 1o the Soviet was elected
| for rouehly every 500 workers, | hoaugh
| smaller lactories often had one

L deputy Tor besa. At the hesghl of its

infleence, ihe Sowiel had 5632 de-

| puties, representing 147 factores

| hove dane the job of the Soviel.
| crealion ol @ non-party onpan was

aed planis, including workers from
16§ wnions.

Political pariies alone cogkd never
Tl

eEsential fo give representalion io
the broadest masses, even those who
wiould never think of joinbag o party

-- "" - =

Petershurg worlcers sat'ﬁng up 8 makeshift barricade in 1805 &: Trotsky pointed out: The power still has to be
snatehad from the hands of the old rulers and handed over to the revolution. That is the fundamantal task. A ganeral
strike only crea lT‘i thn nrmssarv nn conditions; it is quite Inadequate for achieving the task |t5alf

ear Sir,
1 have had my zttention dawn o
s article by Civer Magdonald in
tyourissue of 22 Feby, {p.6 e
Revalubonary Left znd the Clestiom
Yo curmespondent nlleges Va0
[ el National Secrecary of 1he
Workers Revoluetionary I’:|| ¥ dnfaidy
chse Ealiowing stalemen) " in vhis
glecrion we are fielding 1'1I-.' i

Wand-

Feag Wdaily B Rargh 18374 Fage G

However such parfies had reedom
of debate in the Soviet, through their
members who sal as depulies,
Revalutionary situations ase the

soil im which real revolulionarics
hloom and thrive —the aced-vest of
their claims 1o lead the cless is their
responss to sech situntions, Warkers

will readily follow the correct political |
Line if il can be shown to work inprac- |
tice. But first one must have those or- |

gang ol prokiaran democracy where
workers” policy cin be thrashead out,
nd secanilly, those organs must be

nhle o executs the policies decided

an. This is the rold of the Soviet.

Bourgeois parliaments, so praised by
capilalist polbictanes as the pinnacls
of democracy, are nol even pale,
flecting shadows of auch crpane of
direcl workers' democracy, In
Trotsky's wonls:

The Sawiet’s task was mot bo translorm
itsell inbn & parndy of parlinment, nol
o organise ol representation of ihe
imterests of diffesent socal groups, but
in give umty to the revodulionary
sirmpgh: of the projecsriat,. Jthe Soviet
cornld not transform sl inle a clisk

fior bl peemibes and mostunl
indircirination, 10 had b0 be and re-
maincd sn sogan of soruggée.’

FUNDAMENTAL TASK

From the beginning the mass general
strike confronted the workers with
i whole number of problems. The

. Soviet, by broadening its responsabibi-

lies, undertonk (o tackle these severs
prashlems ancd carry the drike [orward.
1L was barn, and grew, out of the ac-
tual needs of the workers, thrown up
by the course of evenis in the day 4o
day cluss siruggle. For example; the
wiarkers here, as in all situations of
dss wpsunge, were Liced wilth the

FART ONE of a two-part review of Trotsky's greal classic, 1505
[Penguin, 75p) by CARL GARDNER

might of a strong, centralised, and
sophisticaned capicalist State machioe,
Tmizky clzarly nutlines the tasks
which this poged go the workers®
moveaLEnL

The 'I:d-EEl'q:lh andl ihe malwayeane,
withaout sy guestion, powerlul weapone
in the hands of e niesdern centralisd
State. Tul ey are doulsle-cdged
AP e A W0 A5 Ehe rails aml
wiires nefuse (0 s6rve, e govern

ment spparatus is ragmented inbo

paris williout 3y means of imnapar

o communaczion bedween (.

Adwantage to the workers. However:

“The chus wiich, by smulmnsoas
cegmatiom af work, patalyssd the pro-
Juction apparsdus and wich it the
cenirafised apparalus of powes,
lmnlating pants of the country from one
anaiher and swedng geetnl confus
i, mmsd itself he sufficiently ongan
s maost B0 become Uve first vietin of
il ararchy it has creafed. The more
completely the drike rendoce fe
Stabe vrganistion oheobebe, the morne
thie organisation of the strke el

is ohliged io assume stste Fancliond'

The main problem seill exists:

The povaer still has do be smatched
Trewm thee hamdls of the abd rulers and
handed cver bo the oo bution Thal
is e fusdamental 1aik. A gondral
strike only cresbes the necessary pre-
eomditiona; it 15 quite insleguate for
achieving the tagk isolf,’

To et the needs of the workers in

WHATS
ON

TALIST WOMAN: Mew Spring issue
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speaker Gery Lawiess

ASIAN WORKERS IN STRUGG LE:Fivwe

t the midst of the strike, the Soviet was Jpages of inmervicws wirh &gan veorkars

forced 1o lake over the functions of
Lhe Stole which il had so thoroughly
digrupted, (il was not to perisl at
it3 own hand, The strike threatemned
bo stamee itself, to cut of fall its
comovunication with other centece of
struggle, and render itself delenceless
in the abaence of boorgeais aw and
order’. Al ke same time a5 the Sovict
tok om the Losk of solving cheae
basic problems, it was nuctuiing the
clements of workers' State poaer and
 rendering the okl State power Tedlun-
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na
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fulal candi IJ-JI.I.E- Hut Capitalisng (s
Tunisfed -some [or good, and soon
iwnklicns of workers will Turm o onr
polivics [n oo vear ar Dy, &0 e nest
el hon, e Workers Bevolationary
Pariy will be fielding 300 candidates.
Then we will introdude legslation
whieh will be supporiad by (he
working viass and Lhe middlbe «lass;
amd wee will pap o ihe bod any
Pty cornspimcies”

| call vpen you 1o withdraw this
it ol The Trodskyisl position
whech i woll known —itow liere does
Ui rudiee elags hand over its mowsr
wilhoul o strupgle—ehe oioLe crises
Pidden ik beeormes Vhe harder il Fghts-
il becoimes & morinl stragele, Ta
sappal Pl -bhe Trotskvist move-
el s somn alter Lhe eveitts of

| Adlepdeism in Chile acdvocites 2

“peaceiul road Lo socialism™ {via ﬁl_'ll.'_!-
M in Parliament] &5 a gross slander
wltich maust b ceall walh, Polamacal
arbicles based om Facl—eriticisims of
poulcy and prograomume o omne Ling
bt Iying distorlion is something else.
Pleise remedy this unprincipled
artack on the WoR.IF and s leader
ship.

Mlomeniver, arakamsn [a l.‘.d' a nrulllu' l.lnl]
wire made tm wther oceassims during
the campaign, Vancs Bodgraa-e-
plaine=] 3 number of dimes thal the WRPF
henpeestd. v Field 500 candidates in Futurs
electinniz, amd in a statement on the |
talir she declared thot the WR P "wouald
imeroclinee @ bill @0 parliament’ in onder |
by carry thrausgh the nationalisation of |
the lemling companies wider wiok ke

Fraternally. Tom Hillicr. ALEW
Shop Steward CAV{Acton)

We dlg nor leiwe & Gape of Guerry Heal™s
speuch at the press conference, bt the
suhstance of his resnarks are confirnied
by both the fedd Beck{y nepuorters present
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inwailve the parlismentary road, 1§ beayes

the question agaek, juat as the WEF's |

agamuenl that Heath had ‘'no mapda ™ or

inwilead in the shop floor struggle make
essenitinl reading for all specialisrs, 1nochis
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anri-working cliss measures did not
mecessarily mean thai Parliamentarny
elecitsons ane the ooly aowrce of political

autlediiny: it simply lefl the question
apen. In the gme way, ihe WRFs declars
ciom Ehal i0s aim is o ged the Labour lesd-
wrdhip (o sdopi a socilist programme
doses mot mecessarily imply dhar i1 ls
pissihle b win the Lalowr beadendip

| do @ gociakisd programme: it jost lemees
| il guestEn OpEL

The foci that the anibor of this letler
hisngell inlecpreeed Germy Healy’s remnarks
us a capitulation to Parliameatarizo under-
Unea fis: danpees which such lack of
clarity imoodves, It is this fallure of e
WEF 1o raise the masl imyorfaie temes
in a clearcut say that we wm{;ﬂll,culq_

Wiz, ol coumse, agree with the Trvisky-
igl pisition on electicons, and put i Ao

| PRECTICE En Our eleciMn campaign. Any

repadebies O il couni wouald be beller I:

ilirecied oo the WRP.
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HOLD IN LAOS

Ome of the last major points in the
Lastion cessefire accords signed in
February 1973 was resolved a few
weeks ago, when representatives of the
Pathet Lao insurgents and the pro-
imperialist Sowvanna Phouma regime
agreed to the establishment of a joint
force in the two major cities
of Vientiane and Luang Prabang.

Laos has long been & focus of
the struggle in Indoching because of
ilg key sirategic poution, bordening
Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, China,
and Burma. Ower the past 20 years,
the S has consistenily used every
means available (o maintein 2 tochaold
there,

These means have included altem-
pled sabotage of the CGenevs Con-
veption by Dulles im 19547 intensive
hombing of the sreas controlled by
fthe Pathet Lao; the forced removal of
ower hall the population fo ‘reflugee’
camps; the instigation of coups and
counter-conps; mnd ihe transformation
of large sress of the country mnio an
electronic battlefield, so that the
opcedush Plain of Jers and Bolovans
platean are now and deseris.

CEASEFIRE
In forcing the withdrawal of nearly
IO 000 Thai mercenanes and an endd
to all US bombings, ithe ceazefire thus

removed o massive obstaclke from the
path of the iberation forces. 11 also

left the Pathet Lao in sole control of
theree-quariers of the country and

uvwer halfl the population, Furthermore,

it guaraniesd Lhe relesse of all civil-
* jan prizonere and the right of the
‘refugess’ fo return lrecly to their

homelsnds (in liberated areas, mainaly),

The importance of the ceasefire
was Lhat it lirmly fixed the halance of
lorces in Laos in favour of the Pathet
Lao, i1 also marked 8 change in ¢m-

wiin 8 period of political sch-
wity anil consodidation replacing the
previous dominance of the military
struggle. This & summed uwp in bwo

magor ilems of ibhe saccords.

COALITION
The first deals with the formalion ol a
*matsonal’ government, for which agre-
ement wag reached in September, The

political wing of the Pathet Lao, the
MNeo Lao Hak Xat (MLH}, will hald
half of the posisin this government.
Topether with this it was agreed (o
hold national elections for the Assem-
by, The NLH will also have the
right to carry oul open political
sgitation without any hindrance
from s present reghma.
The impartance of theee clauses
is self-evident. The problem Des m
the programmatic pogition of the
NLH, which envisages Lhe Ladslian
rewolution as procseding in o series
of stages-ihe siags of anti-imperialist
strugele now being formally over,

Hafuges kolds up U5 fragmantation bomb
at vy wikich blinded ard maimed Rim

with a ‘national’ | classless) govern-
menl now necesary 1o preceds a
series of peaceful reforms which will
finally usher in socialism.

The falsity of this line has already
been amply demonstrated —in the
reglities of the liberated zomes, where
expropriation of the landowners
gnd collectivisation of the land has
been necessary Lo consolidate the
revolutionary base; in the history of
the war, where workers and peaganis
united under the NLH have faced te
fewdal reminants, nascent bourgenisie
and pro-imperislist bureaucrats in
open class confrontation; and in the
conlinwed links between the Souvanna
Phouma regime and the US.

Wevertheles, the formation of a
coalition ¥ bnporiant for two reas-
ons, Firsthy, it redoces Lhe possibilicy
of a renewed US intervention by
remoying any poagible pretext for it
Secondly, it crvstallises the weak-
nesses and emphasises Lhe divisions
amongst the Laotian right,

In contrast to Vietnam, there is
na credible “Third Force' in Laok,
And, 25 would be expacied, the
right-wing - the old ruting cligue-—are
divided amongst themselves, The
factions fall into fwo main growps,
neither of which has any mass base,

BUREAUCRATS
The lirst w largely composed of

bursaucrais aroand Souvanna Phowma,

and likes to call itself ‘neutraliat'—
an image difficult to sustain since be-
tween the ceasefive and July it order-
ed several hundred sbr strikes apainst
FPathel Lao pones. This group has
pccepted the conlition agracment,
aot because of any sudden love for
the Pathel Lao, but largely becanse
its instinet for survival leads it Lo pre-
ier this arrangement to the poesibie
lternative of a complele Pathet

Lao take-over.

The other maln group lseoven
further to the nght, consisting of
militarists and bourgecis clements
who have grown fal on the aid which
bas flowed in during the crisis, and
who are therefore more threatened by
a period of stability. It was this group
on whom General Thang Ma relied for
suppart when he lannched his abartive

nio move, snce the US had made it
clear that it wonld give no hacking
tor a right-wing adventure which
coudd lead booa resescalalion of the
fighting during the present
domestic crisis in Lhe Slales,

It was this split in the Lactian
right which allowed Souvanna Phouma
1o gecept the ceaseline in the lirst
place. This in turn has acceleraiesd
the decay of the old regiine,
T he second major item of the accords
concerns the neutralisation of Yien-
tianee und the royal capital Luang
Prahang, wilh gach sade stalioning
an equal number of troops and police
in the two cities. 1t wae this which

was put into efTect st month, when
the Pathet Lao moved | 000 police
ang 1, 2006 troops into Vientiape,
and 1,100 into Luang Prabang.

Thie arramgement hag two matn
Tunctions, It ensures the profection
of WLH ministers {in 1962 one was

BERATION FORCES STRENGTHEN

as the Government of Laos, They

have also kept their szmy intact—

in contrast to 1962, when it was dis-

armed maore or lese voluntarily.
Thus they are in a much stromger

posithon than ever before. A

further point is thal the implemen-

assasginated and the other imprisoned ), tation of the sccords is taking

and it prevents eatler of the citica,
still nominnlly held by the reaction-
arpes, from being wsed a4 3 counbar-
revolutionary base, [t further avoids
Lhe need for the Pathel Lao to take
them by forca, and gyinbolises the
dual power situation which exists
throughout Laoe,

It can also, of course, be expected
ihat Lhe presnce of S many armed
and hardencd Pathet Lao cadre in
the cities will have a beneficinl effect
in shifting the allegiance of the troogs
and urban masses towards support

place very slowly, This ia oot at all
bzcause of any manoewvTings by
Souvanna Phouma but on the
contrary because the leadership of
the MLH are this tiawe exerciging
great cantion, making sure each
step is first consolidated before
moving on to the nexl one,

While there are thus many
reascas for optimism over Lhe
future of Laos, it should neverthe-
leas be remembered that the L5 &
still a Facior (or as long as it con-
Linues to hold the purse-strings.

Between 1964 and 1972 about two and a hatf million bombs were dropped by
coup some months ago. But they made American planes over Laos — almost one ton for every Lao citizen. From 1871
B-52 bombsers like the one above were used on village: in the Plain of Jars to
malke this formerly fertile region completely uninhabitable.

of the Neo Lag HnE Xak,
LESSONS LEARNT

It seems certain that the Pathet Lan
have learnt 2 number ol lessons

froam the two previous agrecments

on Laos—in 1934 and 1962

which were bath sabotaged by che
1A, resuliing in prave sctbacks

for the liberation forces. This lime,
they have kepi their Hberated zonce
whaolly intact, as well a5 insisling on
the dismaniling of Che Vientiane
adminstration and ite non-recomition

This year it i scheduled to pump
o Jess than § 300 million af military
aid and 348 million of cconamic ald
into the pockets of Soovanna
Phouma and his cronies.

The fate of Laos is still therefore
closely bonnd up with the fate of
the whole Indochinese revolution,
and its further progress 8 integral o
that of Yietnam amd Cambodia,
That i8 a point which must never he
forpotien by the world-wide
sulidarity move ment.

David Jahnson

Luxembourg :
try to kick out

Lagt Ociober wrw the firsi-ever geveral sirike fn Luxembowing, Altkoweh {1 losred

oy 24 howrs, the focr that the leaders of the LAV trade wnion federation
were forced v call I ab gl showed the extent of the pressiere being pur on
them by the militancy aof the rank-and-file.

For the wniog bureaiicrais, however, this action kad one purpose onle, i
regysert Hheir coniral over eveprs. The fiese examyle af pRis mamostnire came
wilrerr fhiey tered She mew presiize ey ed wown in Sy waay to foree throwgh
aeceptance af & low wape affer fn the steel indusiry,

Now, howerer, things have Beew taken @ stage further. A fill-scale
carmpraign fay boen launched by the byrogipcraiy (o exclude reveluiionary mili-

* tunis from irnde union membership, A pigfor toger of this artack are the
commrades of the Foierth Tnvernations!, prouped in the LOR { B evordefinmary

Comrnist League )

To combat this move, @ defence commiltee of rank-aeedfile fraoe wiion
Wy fras beew et wp. Extrocts from iis imnind sigterment aopear below, We alwo
iy below g gt inferview with our comeade Sudes Sowsse, who explaing
v the Bureaucrats hove aiveady been forced o retret o same fFanis.

Statement by defence committee

Thie pdtempt to exclade revoluciane
ary bade unloniste muar beounderstaod
i the comieat of o rise in workors'
sliiggle i Luxemboarng, ot came to g
hewd io the 9 Octater, 1973, pensral
stplles and demarserntian af $0.000
workers, More anl imore workers i
Taealcine wich che traditiom af class call
abmrgrion practised by thesic inion
leadera, and nre beginning o orcanise
indeprmlendly Tar Chedr slouggle.

This camzs in the wake of cxomp-
luey workers” stinpgles thraeglemas

Fzrope, increaseld ratanalisa tion in by
iro aind arsd induarry, worasning
working cundilivas. znd an inllation
that s been caticg up the working
massss’ buyinge pews

Thus, in spring 1975, the Arhad!
Beleal rollicg sidl peogdoe lian workers
tegan ta regalate tha rme ol produclion,
by bringine a hall v dss licliish
pace, Withao] the suppost of the LAY
leaders, thwy orgznsecd themsslvas an
rank-imil-lik= assembdies and demogratic-
ally dociked wlial pefivns b take,

Union leaders
militants

The prapuesal Lo eaclude mombers and
sympalhias of revaluionaty proips is
thaz aimed af all militant workers; it s a
catch-all Fermubs thal partealady affecis
fismigrants (30 per cent of dhe warking
papulatian),

The only valid bams for excluding a
mezmebier from: LAY wsald of coarse be
if he harmed the trade anion - bedraying
Lhe inleivss of the workers o the ad-
wan lage of the bosses Seoour leaders aro
carzful not to desw aur sach Hees of
rUasLninge.

They are fully uware thal the ne-
wodillionkaes in the LAY are amang the
best trude wnion milstants, ollen signine
up the neat new members, [0 was the
rivielu Lionases in Che LAY wiio molilEsed
im Pl sdecageeh For the 9.0 kaher
ilemonstrtion, and wene amang e
fiewi £o dakos wp the csll on that sceasion
L mound strike pickels, wihibe a1l the
ek iomaress nnided dhe worker” mose
i L

The comseipnenees of exeloding rove-
luwtionrisix Troan e LAY aav aheiais:
wilhout trade wnion prodecibon, thes:
jeaildran by sl B befd b the maercies af
thes bengacs aned thrcalerrad with nsing
Lhasir slss What dhe LAY lepders don™
understund is that cepitalist ceprosicon
of ome rendensov-af Lhe workers' mave
meh L s in oealily an sitack weninst Thi
snkire mavemnent., ..

Bt il ornciribeers of the LAY s exocu
tive cenmemilies aee in dunger of orsde st
amting the raak and File®s moucon, Many
LAY oilblanis—=sciadivts, Comnianisks,
wmit tpdependaen - presnily s wiilh -

1ain reyalatimnry positions, without, how-
v, accepling a complete revolutionany
line.

They are in favoar of feviving tes inieomal
life of the trade arion so as o make it mon:
elleciie in cofroniing the Do) af
stemulaling the functivoning ol rank-and-
file organisations by building company-
Tewss] e Lioms; and ol aliowdig all cenden-
vivs b eapress themsedves [nsady so dbat a
Perher stmapgle can be wagsd for a singhe
mabiomal trade union......

All the medlitants have sgreed o re-
spect trude pnion discipline and demo-
cratic decion-making in this struggis
aezinst excluding revolulsonists, which (&
a slpapple for workens' democreay in the
trade enions Given the unforlunates lack
af demecralic discugion inslde the union
we myust today call oo all dedicated wotks
“ers and frade uabondstz in Luxemboarg
and in Furope to prodes) enengetically
azaingl the union kesders’ manceuvres to
diwide the workars' mavement,

Interview with

Jules Housse of the LCR

Horw' wore thse exc|Essnany moves put
into effect, aml what was il msponse?

At the natiannl canference of the LAY,
the leadership proposed a matien which
wioll | hawe made meam bership of 8 nevolu-
unary prganisation inceenpatilds with
membership of the LAY, They evon antici-
pabsd the cxchugon of sympathlsers of the
revpluticnary left,

Deleparss belonging e the Communist
Party woere, hawever, in Uwa mimds about
1his mave—afrakl that one thing might
led 4o another, o that this celing migh
one day be uppdicd o their awm party, 5o
the limal mation anly provided for a watch
to e kept om the actiiy of the nevolution-
aries, wirh excligions ro ke carcied out on
an irklnidual s,

Bl the motion sfill copratned the dis

racedul statement that the LCER and the

KBL {MaoizLs] are anib-irads endon argane
isaiims,

We imumnediarcly eeponded by setting
up alunp with other mililanis 2 compil b
tix thefend frecdom of expressian in the

rade widons PLoest peciions have alreaay
haon signed by a larpes number of poople—
even inchuding some praominent members
af e Secdalist Parny,

Ad yel there have been no exclissions,
tut wo haove o ilhusgens on Uthis score, How-
evar, we feel certain that if any militanix
are thrown ouf, we will be ahle to mabilise
many workers wive lave ga faf mol oe-
noted to this situation becawse ol the
vapne wording af the natiennl conference:
ki,

‘What can warkers in the resd of
Eurnope dof

The sending ol prowessis fiem other
Furopean countries to the LAY (LAY, 65
Boulkevard Kennedy, FachsfAlzerie, Grond
Thichy of !.ux:mh‘u.ln_:] and do the delonce:
comnmitiss (EF Milieent 1182, Luxembsarg
ity | is very mporiont for os and Lor
mnrads of the militant, workers,

Tyuen proteses goming from small rade
wnisn brane b would helpowes a lot, The
traube umion leaders are berrilied of gilng
a4 hed name bnfemmatianalliy,

FRoad Weakly 8 March 1974 Fam 7



O Saturday, men and women
from as far away as Scotland will
b demonstrating in London to
mark the arniversary of International
Womens Dav, What could be more
sppropriate under the present
citcumatances?

Ax Alexandra Kollonta, Mimster
of Social Welfare in the first Bolsh-
evik government, wrole: “The
working women undersiood that i
wasn ¢ enough Lo break up (he
sialls st the market or threaten
the odd merchant: they unders ood
that sich sction doesn't bring down
the cost ol ivimg. You have o changs
the basis of the povernment. .. 11 was
decided to have a Women's (1Y in
every country a5 4 form of struggle,
This day was to be & day of inter-
nalional solidarity in (s Lght For
comman ojectives and o day For
reviewing ihe organis=d sirength
of working women under the
hanner ol socialism’.

It 15 only through the organsation
ol the working class, including
housewives, women’s liberation
groups, irade unions that prices
will be corbed, through sctions
stich as strikes, blacking and
Boyvcolis.

Chher issues of particalar
COBLern To women, such & the

Phagac: AMGE L& PHILLIFS

International Women's Day provides chance 1o discusi campalgns like tha

.

against SPUC {photo thows last Novembar's demonstration in London)

sailing of the Price Sisters. Lthe
prowil of anli-ubortion groups
like SPUC, the slow progress
mnde in the strugele for equal
pay, will be discussed ar o meet-
ing o be beld in Hyde Park,
organied by socalisl women
wha wanl to re-construct the
socialist tradition of Interrational

Woment Day

Leave Charing Cross Embankment
at 1.3,

Hyde Park meeting of socialisés
upon orrival,

Meeting st Central Holl Wesim-
inster, organised by MNational
Assembly of Wamen and
Ygpmens Co-op Guild, 4 p.m,

Grants campaign explodes

Wizh the fall of the Tory Government, the student movement has exploded. The NUS “Week
of Action’, called to back up the long-standing campaign to raise students” gramnts, siarted with a
huge anti-victimisation march in Oxford and finished with several colleges and universities occupied.
Some of these struggles have been startlingly successful, Others contain indications of the sort of
strupgles which will be launched under Labour, and not just by the student movement.

Brunel

Al Brungl University, Uixbhrsder, on poc
wpation begsn on Tucsduy im the Vice-
& nancetlors office with the deimand 1Bt
1he admindstration provide suitahle acc
omanodation for pursery Facilities as
from Sepiemmher FMT4 11 ended juir 24
hoags laver, when 1be Vike-Chamclio
sprecd tooallocate £30,750 for a creche
huildizg.

Mepntiations tor & creche For the
ikden of shadents and acadom stall
had been poing om Tor the past fhve voars,

anid the Women's Action Gronp tonk
diregt actbon carber his vear, Biat b
lavalitets st wp with the help of (e
Students” Undom were inedeguare, ansd
the creckd cormelbée decsded 1t
Turther dimect acton was necded

Che ol ol bl concermd ol 1
scupiers is that the creche shookd be
provided as a basie right and shoaldn's
B il as an amuenily which can onky
be: provided at the expense of other
]

The muassve cathack in-educarional

spenditare and rhe decliving vabuac of

e grant have almeady ensared that
less people have the opporruniry los
ldpher edusation. The non-provision
ol [acilities for Inaking alter the childrer
of squdents, doimestic ol scademic stall
discrimimates againse all those with
children, bui maee &0 3gakngd women
wha are the anes whio ol themsebes
with the responsihidity for ookl alter
children

Enfield

The slministcation bock al Enfield
College, part of Middlesey Polyteeh nec,
was tccupied lasi Tuesday evening, in
anpport of the gmnis campeign, Pelice
altemnpds [0 memove sledents Trom the
Direvkor’s office — on charges off breaking
&nd entering — were vesisted by 2 mass
peckel, The Dimecior agreed o ask (he
pulice b leave alter abowt tede hours.

The Director’s office was previsasly
mecupsed lnst term — and murned imio
& clrech
a crog e,

Newcastle

Stwdenis at Mewcastie Undversify
have pdeced themselves in the forefmont
of the fight for better howsing — a Tight
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ifml 3 im dlee imieresis of sfudents amsl
wirkimg prople alike,

Az part of the national ¥US grants
CENpAIEE mie K] stwidends have taken
sver a reenily-buaill wlTice building
that has been stting crapoy for il
pasl fwo yoars, 10 s just ome of 2
siich huibdings in Meweastie.

More studenis and homeless people
are gnining the accupation daily. The
Mewcaslbo Trades Cowncidl and the
Enddon Coltiery MUM are supporting
the action, amil e Trades Cowieell has
agreed b ospomnsor @ public meeting om
the bigsing prokdem whicl will ke
place in the building on Satunday.

The radical social workers group,

U ase-Con, has alsn agreed 1o hold
pari of its conference on ‘Homelesnes'
in the bailding un Saturday.

he oooupiers have issued an *'Open
Lefter to the Labour Government', Bt
cally for the natpnaalization of ualding
land aml &n immediate crash hosigeng
programme. The leiler goes o o onge
warkers aml all those affecied by the
Incisimg crisis 1o take ower property
directly through cooapations and
sqmais, ewen i this goes against the
wighes af the Labour Governmeni,

The ewccwpaens are alas demanding
ihat the new lahmarcontrolled Tyme-
sl bocal mithoridy usds ils powirs
under the %48 housing legislation b
mequisitinm empty properny and prowide
st emmmediabe pebiel for the housing
prochlem, that it defemd squatters’ righis,
aral hacka il acriong of s wiea
adopi dimeed actisn o meed their
hasing needs.

Messiges of suppinrt and linancial
ussistance ame required by the accup
dlicom, and shivsld be seal fo:

Oiccupation Commitices,

Meeweadatle Lniversiry Stadehis

Lhyiemn, Mewcastle=on-Tyne,

Kent

Kent education commilles is very mpeet
about recent evenids at Kent University,
e spcresatul piragghe for ve-issiamenent
of Joe Cotkos, 3 member of the CF victim-
ised on spuroes academic grounds, R
bed § 8 theesfened willdrawal of il
university's amnmal £4.5 0 grant from
ihe commiy ool

The council’s evbdent concenn & over
the capitulation of the naiversity sdminis-
tratiom, aed Uve enforced resignation of

e fia pd by Professon Chilver as Desn
of the Faculty of Humanities. "Codier Inz
Clighver Uiad” were the demands of e
ocrnpationn.

Alstadr Lawoen, choirman «f the
education amthority, sid he had heard
that @ nalics had gone ap on the
students’ nodice board 1 the &Tect dhat
any shsdent who felt e was nof getting
the marks he should be getting showld con-
tact the presidend of the Stedents” Union
LML menakssr John Meleown,

Lawtom commeenbed: “This is striking
&0 the very roois of acadmie lide. I they
wre going 1o be as disrupine as this and
if the andversity amthonities ame nod gaing
i he ahle w0 cope wich if, then one is
roluciant w pour E45000 & year into the
univemsaly unitl it shows il can cope and
opernie arder normal standards®

Leicester

Chne of the largest oocupations (o ihe
liistory of the British stuslesit masemend
bepan at-Leoteoseer Tniversity on Tucsaday
APEEr o s mdsting al e studeant
NI

Clese te | 000 stydenns el in fhe
Frldimg Johnsoe wlministratian builéing
oavrnight, and refussd admission re
iniwcesety slall the fullses e marninge
Tho occupiers subseaently agreed ro
albaw Tive wapes vlogks inla e buikding
m arder fo ensure that universicy
cmpbayees saffered na hardshipoas a
resull al by ovcupation.

The avcuppian was bached aff
when giud et disceweged sl e
iSenee bl Mees are o pooup by £50 nexe.
VEur

London

(in Frwluy, 8 March, the London St
dAeint Ufﬂ.l“ﬁllil'lﬂ = the Lomndon A
NLS — is hallimg a picket ai the Dep-
artment of Fdocation at lpm., folbowed
by @ march snd rafly at the LSE O
Theadre at Ipm, at which NUS execulive
camdidates will discwss the way forwand
fior arudent simaggles i defemcr of thdr
living wlamdands. Juhn MoGeown, the
TMLG presidentisl canddaie, will he
takimg parL

As e stmdeni pt it ot the planning
meeding: “The mws=pe thal mus go oul
#r Ehi new Labowr admimistration is that
il Tight for a higher grant willl aoatimie
unidll all vur demamls are mei.”

e

Details of joint army-police manoeuy-
res in Holl, imvaolving o swoop on an
cmipty house in an otherwise ocoupi-
ed grreet al lunchiline on Su mday 24
February, were revealed in lost weck's
isgue of Joctaliss Worker, Mow a
sinilar incident in Reading bas besn
brooght to owr attention, reporoed
in the local Svening Posr on Saturday
13 February under the heading, *Mid-
night Kaid Denied By Polioe’,

The Hrering Posf story fan as
follows:

‘Reading police todoy clamped dawn
ol A myslery swoop they malde on a
hemise im the towm,

*Early mlay, offeaer swoopad on
a house in Scuthampton Street, A& imoow-
ist, M Migel Wise of Abmgilon Dirive,
Caversham Park Village, said: *There
wiaE i lange pokos lorry. msually weed io
tramsit oifenders, three police Kover cam,
amd Four unmarked Fonl tmmsit vans
parkexl in Sowthampion Seeecd, | saw
wrvetal men wha lsoked like detectives,
tar palice dogs with handbers, and an
Army officer,

Joarralists in the Karth-East huve
expostd a G of pacss consorsliip
inwalving Tarig Al

Tarkg recentiy spoke at a pahblic
meeding in Suuth Shislils on the comfmon-
tation between the miners ond the Gov-
ermment. He deew an audince of 40—
reasanzbdes atienduncs for o Saturndzy
afternoon, pastieularly as the local
hrurnch of the Mational 'nion af Mine-
warkers decided o boyoorr The meciing.
In his addmnzss, Tarig mentioned the s
af the capitalist press, and he wands
prowdd L e prophe e,

& reqorcer coversd the mesting fior
the Sfriefdy fazele, the loval evening
maper. For ke Mondey adicion he wrare §
pieve of about ten column inches —Lxir
omvernge for the stary,

Bt Crpzerte sdinor Jankes Senlon wal
shown the stary, and ko decided that it
ghould be slashed oo thres parssraphs,
This did oot come b light uniil the
shartened “reparl’ appeaced v e papsL

Shichils branch of the Notional Unien
of Journalisis teak prompt action, Ata
branch mee T, imvenyle s unanisnon sy
carried 3 molion cantlemning the Band-
Yimg ool the stary as o vipdztion nf peeas

‘Reading nir by police-
army manoeuvres

=11 bk lise 8 pee iy high-posened
aperation, The house they werne concen-
tratimg thedr intensst on was just before
the teafTic Bights al fwe junction of Ceesnm
Street and Pell Street. With the fuet that
there wes an Anmy man on the aite, [
thought il might haye been a hoanb call.”

' & spokesmion for Reading police
demded dlvers had been a raid o0 & haase in

the area, of that any bady wonkd ba sppear
dng b coaiet, He woanld nol comment
Tarther.”

This und the Hull incident follow
o lagieally from e Healbrow man-
oelyTes, 3% parl of the preparations
far posgilble jodnt army-palice inter-
vention in future civil/indusirial
disputes, Workers' coganisialions
mnst take this serionaly. Every
such incidenl should ke moted, in
preparation for 8 campaizn which
can expose the full extent of these
developments and lay 1he hasgs for
the working class 1o reapond theough
Lhe estahlishmeant of its own defence
Orpgaiisarions,

~ Journalists attack
political censorship

Iréediom, and insisting (hat oews should
not be suppressed far parely political
conal#srktiong.

Sinlun wus fidous when he ressved
the hmnch’s letter of protest. His repiy
wdd, among ather things, that be thoughc
U shord was plvon adegieale suce, am)
that he woaald non allew 1B Sebeids
Lre2erfe b b usd as a platfam for =ither
rewctlatianaries ar recisis The Shhehds
Lopzesle Nas dines: doverled considerabiy
mare than three paragraphs w2 the zlestion
campadim of the Natienal Frosl candidaie
[ South Shiclds

Itz WL Branch mecis g il
arik, znd will b deciding what furgher
wiknn o take,

The Shixdds joumnalkisis have struck an
impartant bl agninst anil-ocklist bias
in the press, Saciakis] journalisis ewery:
where must Ticht and expose sionllar cases
ol bias, particularly in edicmals They
coalsl do warse than fablew b cxamiphs
ol a group of MU memhers an the
Niwragrle fowreal wha havs digsociiod
themsslves in the Jowennd 'y ledder poge
from a series of iminers-Fashing Sditanzls
im the paper.

DRIVE

Well, the election campaign has come to an énd with a resounding defeat
for the Toties, For us, it has been a resounding suceess—by running three
candidates, we have boen abla to put forward 8 revelutionary policy for the
crisis to a vastly increased sudience, exposing the sham of Pardiamentary

| democracy and stressing the need for workers' self-organisation in the strug

glas ahead,

Howevear, this campaign cost us money, Mot just the lost deposits —
£450 — but such iterns a5 printing axpenses, speakers” fares, telephione bills,
| stationery, and a hundred and one other things. We are arateful to our many
readers who have already given freely to halp us cover our costs. But wa still
have quite & way to go, 5o you haven't sent in @ comiribution alresdy —
or if you feal you could manags a little more — why not send it in now?
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