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SMASH THE CAPITALIST COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

BREAR THE NIRC
BREAK PHASE 3

The representatives of the ruling class—like all
predatory beasts—are the most dangerouws when
corpered. True to form. the threat by Sir John
[ronaldson and the National Industrial Relations
Court to seize the entire assets of the AUEW
goes beyond | anvihing they have previously
attempited,

By zuch o move Donasldzon hopes (o provoke

i political cnsis that will threagen the very
existence of the Labour Government

Uonaldson's sctions are 3 biving:refutation of the
shaurd view thal judges and the law are ‘above’ politics
and the s 'G'IIJL'E'L

i [afe nBchine Berves the ruling class—nol (e
Governmend of the day,” Tt will obey the Govermmeni
anky 8o long as it considers it to represent the interests
il the capitaledl clisa as 0 whale. I the Governmeni s
abifity to do th® muling class™s dirty work is m doubt,

then the sinfs machine will go its own way,

This is the lesson of Chile. The policies of the popu
nrly  electad Allende CGovernment were continaally
sabotaged by the courts, the civil service and the poiice
Finally Allende-was overthrown by the army,

On & smaller scale, Donaldson™s monoeuyres reprasend
exacily the same [hing.

Of course, the Labour Government has played righi
inio the hamds of the rubing clags. Throughout the recent
strugples they have mis-led workers about the nature of
the state, They have insisied on the law being uphéld, no
matter what the cost,

Onee in office, Labour aciually tummed go the Tories'
armoury of anti-working class laws 1o back up their own
policies,

Now one of these weapons has blown up in their face.

The working class muost mobilise on a massive scale fo
break the NIRC inlo liny pieces. Only such s mabilisa-
tion can smash this present attack and prevent the
Labour Govermment being hroughl down by ils own
bankrupt reformism.

Faced with a massive strike wave, the parliomeniacy
manosavres of the opposition partses would melt away,
and the Labour Government would be left with no
excuses for imacton. It could be forced to scrap its Tory
weaponry once and for all.

On the hasis of such a viceory, nothing could prevent
the enpinesring workers polng on o win their claim i
fill, This would mean Lhe death of Phase 3: not only in
its Tory letter, but in its Labour spirit as well.

e e,

Last Anigust these rmrnh-ur! of the AUE'.I'I.I South Ll:-ndl:m District Committee oored 1o phvilm‘ll'p' defand union property agalnst seizure

by the NIRC. Scanlon refused their offer, proferring the road of passive ‘non-cooperation”. The AUEW is paying the price of that policy
today, The initintive of the South London enginesrs must now be taken up by the entire trade union movament, and the schaming hands

of the NIRC kept off union property.

3ir Jehn Donaldson has given the AUEW 19 days

{0 reconsider 15 tactics, Let's take the gallant
judge's offer. Let's use the 15 days {0 organise
the tactic of SMASHING THE MIRC

| *For 3 nations] mdefinite strike by all FRginenTing

| workers, Mo maiter whit the AUEW exemunive decides

| this must be got underway immediately in evar striot

s _ .

| Cor mass- solidaricy actions - by avery thar geoup of

1 {gmone T | I

|

1 the: phymgai defonce of AUEN propeity trom any

| ativmps m izure. by the courts, London  Trades |

jl Councils should surmmion an - emergency conlerence. 1o pet J

1 thiy udsdarvaay in Londo

|. “Force the Labour Gowvernment to scrap the MIRC and
hlock @l g procecdings under tha Indusirial Relations
Aot pending its wpoody repeal jl

R

LABOUR TO DELIVER CHILE WARSHIPS

A few days ago the Foreign Secre- Regardless of
tary, James Callaghsn, declared that
the delivery of ships o Chile was
‘under review.” This review seoms to
have ended, The Labour Government
is poing to deliver two Leander-clas
frigates and two Oberon-clasm sub-
marines by the Pinochet dictatorship.

These Labour MPs and other La-
bour supporters who lmagined that
the present Covernment would be
more Sensitive’ on Issues such as
Chile than the previous Labour ad-
ministration was on Vietnam, will
oow have o decide haw o act on
this gueation,

immediate bhreak

Lhilzan

da. it ig incuombent on (hose Laboor
MPs who oppose Callaghan'’s action
i table & motion demending the

the militery junta.

What all this demonsteates & the
abianlule correctness ol cailing l'or a
massive mobilisation on Chile on
3 Muy. Preparuticns
going abead, amd the fust ad-bhoe
comimitiee meering st Wednesday
wig artended by 8 broad spectrun of
Lhe lelt pnd trgle-unicn moverment,
Chife fucha, a jeurnal prodoced T
socinliEts
COWrY, wask also

what” their ‘leaders’  have pledged support for the mobhi-
lisation.

Among the speakers will be Ken

Cnates, from the Koltingbom Labour
Parry, who snoved the emergency re-
solution on Chile at the lost Labour
Parly conference.
An importast gonth London trades
council iz o support the natkonal
Chile solidarity demonstracion called
for § May, Wandswarth Trades Cong-
cit decited 1o imek the demonsiTation
at Lis mecting lasi Monday, B April.

Furgher details ‘posters. siickers,
Ee'd_:'!.r.'.r_.l Sfreeren: Chile £ May dd Hoo
Comimittee, 97 Caledoman
farngdan, A MHaore;

of all relations with

foir this ares

in exide in this

Rmad,
represenled - anid e

=278 9524,

WILSON CHAMPIONS
PROPERTY SPECULATORS

As Harold Wilson was busy ailempi-
ing 1o explain away the varlous land
deals involving members of his per-
sonal siaff thiz week, Eddle Milne,
Independent Laboor MP for Blyth,
was peliing the hooi from lils local
Labour Farty.

Mulne®s “crime” was to have fought
for a thorough inquiry by the Labows
Farty inic the ssamier aide of local
Government ancovered in the Poulaon
affalr.

The evidencs that cume pat in e
wotrse of the trinl af architeet and banld-
ing contravtor Joho Poulsol mevecabed e
mampant carnuption that pervades local
sovermeenl, dod soppoited (et Lalsoag
representutaes were deeply  iovolved in
A cese-pir,

OF course, thers is noching new about
Laboaie MEPs laving ¢xlensive les with the
busdness world. Men like Harold Lewver
Place blg business ioferesis im the very
ventre of the Tahaur cabimer,

Bul ‘whal & Iavobaed nothe Pouwlson
seandul-and in the arrent case—Is fome-
thing mate. Are leading palitical figares
in the Lahour mosemear uaing the ollices
L wluch they ame elected by the votes af
"-'-'l'lrk]'ﬂﬁ poeople 40 further persosal Bus-
nutz inberests which have nathing in com
i wilh workers” indoiesie?

Whatever may be che e [0t sbout
Wilsmy's dinvcl mvolvement in thes: land
deuls, the politicsl slance he has faken is
toladly Indelensdkde.

Hix distinctinn berween Swaclamiarion’
anil  'spoculation’ - is & peene of  werhal
h'll:k!."l!.' Whyr was the land  bshiig “ne-

cluined™ As o generous coninbutian to

the social pood? O 3 means ol inaking
profic?

Wilsan has cErtalaly Decodns & Fad niose
devated chumpion of the properoy specas
Ladoes chan he has ever becn of the working
class.

There 15 another quesilon ralsed by all
thia: the motisee of e Tory prese. 1sita
coincilence thot two af the mast repce
Uoeiry Tone papers—the Sulfy Mol and
the Deily Express-broke stories  abeot
theinvolvement of Wilspn's staff in land
ezl on ibe samse Jay?

How did they obtzin this infamation,
i of wihlch would oosmally b alieoe-
ded in ‘business secrecy™ How is it that
fw of the maln aoores of esbdence v
suddenly  disgppenred® (Property  dealer
Homakl Millbsench claims T have desipoys]
the ariginal of the forped “Wilkon” Releer.
in responee ta teiephong chresta; and Alan
Main, described by the Deifify Hadl o “the
properly men whoge 1I||'l-{lﬂ wa Jed T the
lomd deals offair,” claims that o Gla of
‘mportant papers’ have disappeancd from
his effice. ]

The warkers” movement has a doukble
incerest here: 1o establish exacth what ics
soecalled Creprésentatives” hawe beeo Lp
tny nnd o expose the peliticel manceayre:
ol the Toary press.

The TUC shewld immediately 52t up a
full inquiry into all aspests of the affair,
Reprasanfalives of the Burdlding and print
wniseEs shoudid be nwalved. shsecvers [roam
Uz gl amoveaiend  vbtad, wnd Wl
heanngs condustsd m pubiic,

11 1erold Wilton really has pothing (o
hade, if inis attacks on the Tory press an:
muome than jus] a sitoke-screen, ls woukd
welcame sach an inguicy,

Carl Chwen
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Why Cowley workers backed

down on speed-

A mess meeting of 2500 workers
voled on Tuesday io end the sirike
ol the Maring assembly line st
BLMC Cowley. The strike {described
im the last issue of Red Weekiv) was
sgainai the company’s breach of the
agreement on the use of indusirial
engineem—time and motion studiers.

The vote marks a step forward for
BLMC s drive to fully implement
measured day work throughout the
comhbine. The return to work on the
company's terms renders the viral
cluuses in the industrizl engineers’
agreemaent into 8 virtual dead letter.

It wipes out the right of the shop
shewards to ‘munasl agrecment’ an
changes in Lrack speod znd manming
acales

TOUGH LINE

The company fhas laken a dough lne
throughout the dispute, 11 has been
dotezmined bo make the warkers Py
fiar §e4 provwing cash crisls, saciling cosl
increases, and shrinking mark eis

In & letier seni to workers' homes,
BLMC atked: ‘Do yoir wish (0 iemals
in ooy emphoymeni? I yois won'l work
wo musl asswne you wislh [0 leave s
pnd we will respond sccordingly.” In
obhisr words—woik harder or got the
aack!

Faced wiih this all-pwi atiack, the
trude urdon lezdership on the pland
wavensd, After the initisl fregmented
resistance had devedopod IREG & el
defenco of the agreement, 2 split opened
up bepween e day amd night shifes. Both
abuifs had agreed on three demands: mo
imcrease in ibe track specd untll manal
apreemenl on mEnning; oo induasine
enginsers {0 be used while conditions
remaned abnmormal, and the movemont of
labour sgreement—aken roken by ihe
catmpany - 0o be enloreed

In megotiations, farced on the mangpe-
ment by & demonstiation ealsde the
directary oo, the company allered
lokan comcessions. They offered 1o
delay for three days the iack spocd
mereast, They promised to sort ourf
the movement of whour, They adamancly
I'E_iﬁ'.'h'l.l' o withdraw the indeistrial eocn-
BErL

Deputy Serwor Stoeward, Alun
Thamett, 4 member of the Workeas
Kigwedii Licshary Party, presenivd the
first ¥wo offers as points waon, This
although ||||_ key guestion al moe I:I|:;||||_'|'
el moL beem waom af afl, The naght shali
vodid (o go hack.

Dly when e indwslial eapindeds
turned upun the trocks ot 243 am did
the mes spantaneoady walk il

BACKED DOWMN

Later, with mo mundute Trem the
membiership and against anjop pokicy. U
sme Aliop stowards aceopied o propasal
From Alun Thornedi gnd becked down
A, They offened b company the right
Lo e inclustrinl engimeers af any time
They made s conditivasl anly an

Paper workers punch
a hole in Phase 3

After 3 militant three-week unoffici-
al sivike, 250 workers in the Kilbagie
Paper Mill near Allon, Scotland, will
return {0 work this Sunday with
their employen, the imternatinnal
Gestetner company. commilted to
negotialing o subsiantial wape
increpse,

The demand of 1he sirikers was
fora L3 a week increase across Lhe
board, which represenis £7,35 on
top of the already nepoliated
mational claim, The SOGAT Arca
Organiser toied to persuade thean o
go back ,iamd the union refused to
recognise the atrike.

Tar Uhis pressume wes sdded munge-
meent refusal fo nepotialc while the
sionpiEe comtinuad. But chis previaualy
non=militant workfarcs refiused ia
budge,

Howover, o mass mestmg an B
April was tald thae, affer conlacis but-
ween the unio |psed oilice and the
Gesdeltest voanpany, the ma LETIHIETH|
wid prupared to cancede 3 sebdtantial
imToaee.

e meeting gzreed to fesmne wark,,
bt hound thear chininaan wnd sconeury
wha were to pariicipite in negatiztieng
tn Lendoa, nat to aceept less than £4.
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whinining mutual agreemeni befare
Increaang the Irack apecdl This was boosed
vist hy the company.

It did, however, ahow he company
drd the workers that the stewards had mo
confidence in the men's determination
1o defend the agreemunt. [ zlso confased
the waorkers. After all they had abeady
teeen on ddrike Foo @ week aguinst the usy
of thé industrisl engineers in shocrmal
Cimcumstances.

There ane MY meason: bor (he molurm-
i-work vode. Mot least is the WERP
leadership’s attachment to the *politics
of catastrophe’, In @ WRP leailet published
last Decornbacr, they clammed: "We face
the damger of catastrophe in thes plant.
The Government has imposed & thres-day
week | . . Thas will vrizie within the Frst
woek mx million unemployed and then
dobbe that figure,

Mo oie will biy cars undar these
conditions and the impasitions in the
budget masl be {he Minal fadl in the
calfin af car sales.” The WRP stewsrds
vongenliated on the anlikcly event ol an
mmediate BLMC bankrupicy and Factory
chostTe

They did nothing to prepare the
work force for the most likely event, which
was 2 run down is prodsction snd piece-
] redundancivs. Their armageddon-
kike Fopcasts had the revere elTocl ol
[repating for a stmigeke. When the day ol
imminent doom did not take place 11 led
o & falsd senes of $Edanty among the
workerns

Whem the workers themselyes lad
fakin strike sction and ihe might shift
b jodned farces with the day-wosters,
the WRP stowards bepan to discover whal
a-critical stnigels il really was, This again
i briduced conluson in the ranks, whe

began te wonder whai to believe.

Short on policy bl Joag on vilaper-
taoan, the WHP launched into an atteck on
the 1ML and i3 factory babletm, the
O pueirer, Although the Ovpmmiser -
produced twice a day throaghtut the
dispute ~had pinpointed the nefure of
e company s atteck and propownded
i podicy of united sugeic, (b Rorkers
Press ateacked it as “disruptive’.

SPLITTING

The management bapplly joined the
anti-IMG bandvagon and denounoced the
‘exiremists’. The Workers Prees article
cotld only sern: ans purpose - that of
wplitting the workers,

The defieal of this siriks thrastens
mt only the mdustrial engimesrs’ apree-
ment af Cowley. I also challeoges: the
vory existence af an effective irade wnson
ofgansatnen an fhe ﬂ]l}'ﬂ-ﬂl}ﬂ!’. Mifitants
and revoletionaries will come undsr
constant aftack from the manggement,
sngd thatl peqjiddees a polibical nesponse
such as the publication of papers ltke the
Crgmmiser

The afferabve being aagpd by
BLMC cammat he fought by ‘pare rade
unigmism’, and abeiract cafls to 'bufld ihe
pariy .

The wote of 1§ transport workcers ta
contimues 4 strike over a beeach of the
Lay-oll agreement cun provide the basis for
re-unifying the wark-farce, [t has bad 1o
Lhe lay-ofl of 1600 Marite gisembly Wi
warkers, bat it is not yet o united struggle,
The need remauins for a policy that onee
again coordinates all the workers stoaggles
mia a counter-nffensive againat the
vonmpany s aliacks.

JEFF KING

The Mational Asseciation of Local

Government Officers is escalating
its action for (he E400 London
weighting allowsanee, following
Michael Foot's refusal to ratify an
interim agrecment an the claim.

Fiwva branches huve carried ot
seleclive strikes and on | 7 April 2
Musther four—Wandswert . South-
wark, Mewham pivd Hovering—will
Fedlow, Meanwhile Lewdsham, Red-
bridge, Hillingdoa, Brent, and Lam-
berh will Ban owertime; and reflse (o
work wath-agency stafl. Strike action
is haing extended o abour five
elecrricicy branhes,

NALGO members sre heing nsked
not bo wark in pelling stalions or on
caunting wotes duriog the fort heom-

SHOP

c“”HITTEEHJ’

ing lacal elections, and of her unions
are being asked to support ths,

But althougl 25 000 members
are bivolved in some form of aotion,
the strugele rernning fragmented,
Strikes ure only taking place in
isclated depariments or sections, and
thee Umion leadership is making no
attempt Lo unite or generalse them.

LOCAL AGREEMENTS

A Torcher danger of fnpnencation
cankes From loce] ogreemeonls with
individial boraughs, Tslington bramch
has vepected such a deal, bur Hover-
ing Trades Council is now pressing
for Lhe lowal vouncH 1o pay £156
direct to Lhe branch, This kind of
mareseuvre could be nzed do preveni
the develfopment of an all-London

strugpde.

The Armsirong Defence Commitiee,
Formed io fight for the reistate-
ment of sacked convenar Jean
lepson and other workers who

have been dismizsed and victimised
st Armstrong Patents in Hull, held
its first meeting on 27 March.

Oer thicty attended, incloding
workers imvolved in the dispute,
representatives of the local labour
movement, and delegates froan
IMG, the Communest Party, and
the International Sovialisis,

The principal decisions conceroed
the holding of regular pickels an
Wednetdays and a public meeting
with the broadest sponsorship to
'ba held at the end af April. A tour
of Midlands car plants by Jean
Jepson is to be arranged.

This followe the blacking
of Armstrong products by 600
workers at British Leyiand in
Oxford, Armitrong manufictires
all the shock-absorbers used In
Britlah care other than thoes
aupplied by Girlings and Woodheads.

Armstrong blacking call
by Defence Committee

They can be identified by blue
matkings,

Lest week  Jean JTepson held 2
factory gate meeling al the Ann-
strong plant-in York , explaining
the nature of the struggle and why
they might be affected by the black-
ing.

Unfortunately, the Regional
Secretary of the Transport &
General Watkars® Union, Dave
Sheoton, hag not reaponded to
these injtiatives, in spite of the fuct
that his own Regional Commictes
has decided that Tepson was unjustifi-
ably dismissed.

Shenton has written to all car
factories telling them not to black
Armstrong products, and not to
tonch the Jepson s,

The Defence Compultes meets
every Wednepday ot 8 pim in phe
Fark Holel, Huil, ‘Armgtrang Trade
Unignism under Aifaek”, o pemphier
or the siruggle, arr be obugined
Srom the Defence Commirtes,

7 Parkxide Cloage, Pork Avesue, Hull,
Frice 2p,

Defegates will be in an angry mood
when the conference of the Mational
Unbon of Teachers meets ot Easl-
bourne next weelk.

Teachers have been involved in
numercus getions over the lagt vear—

STEhaEE?

Baob Ford, secretary of lslington NALGO, speaks at 2 meeting to support the claim called by hils branch on Wednesday-

NALGO workers step up action

The [S-dominated NALG
Action Group has called 2 public
maccteeng @n the eloim for 1% Aprl al
the Conway Hall, At this meeting
militancs will be disouasing the way
in which rank-and-file actijon can
toke the builiadive sway from che
umion hureyucrata.

[ democratically elected strike
computtecs: ware To be aet up, these
corlil form the backbone of an all-
London organisation, and woalld
cremle the basis for unity with other
acrugpies, auch as Lhe feachers®
Londaon pllowance campaign,

They would ulso be able to
prepare actica on MaA LGOS 20 per
cent national claim, and would
devalop an alliance with orher
groupe coming into struggle agilngt
Phase 3 and the Social Contract.

ALANBEMMETT

oty ) SYHHYH B3 LTd 2oy

Socialist teachers fight for
working class links

againat |ow pay. teucher shoreages,
and disproportionate pensgion con-
tributions, In the coming year they
will have to fight the proposed
£200) millions cut in the education
budget, a drastic reduction in places
at tencher training colleges, and a
pea-size pay incresse of B per cent
thig year,

Feeling on the pdy imue can be
gnaged from the fael thae (Ge Rank
and File sponsored motion on
salaries has been vated top priority
by branches all over Britain, An
amedgancy mation, initated Ty
1M, which ealls for o £500 award
b | October has been supported by
Huckney, Coventry, Colehester, NE
Pesex, and Riemingham branches.

DISCIPLINE
A much-shaken execucive @il be
fighting Lo re-impose its buresucracic
control. It will oppose the motion
calling for Togal sssocistion autanomy

| 1o be regtored, and will try to obiain

grester conlrol over the union's
disciplinary comimittes, which is at
presedl “trying’ the Wandaworlh
Three for thar militency at the
Central Hall mesting dusing lust
apring’s eirugde owver the Loodon
allerwnnce.

The Rank and File organlsation
has increased itz prestige by peiting
lwo members, Beth Stone and THek
Morth, and a supporter, Betty Coalds,
edecied 1o the executive, I will foce
the challenge of effectively mnoving
the union to the left, instend of
capltulating b the “moderate’
elements as the CF has done.

socialist teachers mosi be clear
ahout the need to strengthen their
bonds with he rest of the trade
upiom moventent, at laeal and
national level.

AGAINST CUTS

Educarion cuds and teacler
ahorlages affect che whale working
class, and they must argue for
working clas action through trades

| vouncils, Iocal actlon eommite=es,

nngd conferences uginst all cute in
social expenditure.

Unfortunarely, imposcant issues
auch as Chile, Ireland, snd ghe
Brockwell Park Three are unlikely to
be discussed, und this tends to lzolate
tenchers from the rest of the working
class by restricting them to educa-
tiomal issues,

At this conference sucialist teach-

ces will need o fight to bresk the

NUT from lie ‘professional” aloofness
from the working class, To do this
they will nead fo defeat the lne of
the execotive, and move wider layers
within the union into oelitant action,




The Shrewsbury & have gined
nothing from the recent geneml
election except a new gaol-kseper.
Militsnts tn East Kent have
decided 1o dv something about this
despicable betrayval of these wictins
of class justice’. They are holding
a Delegate Conlerence in Avlesham
oat 20 April to discuss the way for-
ward in the fighi o free the &

NUM SUPPORT

Launched Irom & meeting organis-
ed by the East Kent Shrewabury
Delence Committes, the Conference
is receiving support from militanis in
the Kent NUM, UCATT, and Eent
University Students Unjon, The
Conlerénce i& being backed by Jack
Collins, Kent Ares delegate to the
NLUM Exscutive, ond NUM miitznts
mre playing a leading roke {n i
of @ misation

With the local NUM giving sach
a lead, the conference should receive
good representation from local unijon
branches, trades councis, and politic-
ol orgnnisations {all of whom are
being contacied) and will be able to
provide a focus for militents from
the scatiered building sibes in Lhe area
This would make possible the estab-
lishmant of a represenmtive dofence
caommiltee, and énsire (hat whal-
ever action the Conference dedides
on will be fought for throughont
the local labour movement

POSITIVE LEAD

Clearly one of the first tasks of
such o commitiee will be o sducate
trade undonlsis sboni the linpartunce
of this strugghe. A speaking tour of
lacal building sites would be a top
prioTity.

Bat this must be centred around
some positive lead for carrving the
campaign forward. One Emportani
move would be to tum the tradition-
sl May Day Rally, not simply info a
protest demonstration on the
Shrewsbury case bat inio o one-day
sirike. This would show the growing
determindation af trade unionils (o
force the Laboar Government Into
{recing the &

~ Miners take lead in Kent

Shrewsb Conference

it | 3| A0 SIHHD colod

Miners” 81% vote for strike sction is announced to the NUM Executive fast January. [Kont Ares Delegats Jack
Calling is second Trom left],

The power and prastige of the miners, won in the fight against the Tory Government, puts them in the bast
position to give a lead in the fight to free the Shrewsbury B,

If such a lead were to cmerge from
on & frm feundation and with a
clear perspective for siruggle. The
the Conference—and if i received
the backing of the NLM —it weald
strengthen the hand of militants in
the building indusiry locally, and
woilld set an example to the trade
union movemeni on a pational level,

It is necessary and urgent to start
rebuiiding the Shrewebury morentent

ENGINEERING STEWARDS

A conference of shop nlewards
commitiee delegates from the
engineering indusiry med in Man-
chester on Friday to dscuss the
struggle for the engineers’ pay
chaim,

This was o recall of the conference
hekd in Deeamber, but the only firm
decision taken was full support fior
the national ban on overtiime due 1o
bepin next Manday

With such an undramstic con-
clusion one mighl have béen conlused
as Lo why the sponsors bothergd to
call the conferance at all. The answer
to that ks Lo be found in the speeches
that they made, rather than the
decisions.

DON'T RING US

Il was clearly nbend=d that the
messape which should emarge from
the conference was the peed for
furthet actson should the overtime
ban prove to be ingdeguate,

One speaker made it plain from
the outset that there must be no
holding back on the woges struggle
merely because a Labour Govern-
meanl has been retumed, "The best
way bo support the Governinen) is
through mass action on our wapes
and conditions claim.”

Speakers from Shefficld conting-
&t Chig theme by denouncing the
fact that Phase 3 has not been
aragedd, “Therd must be no watering
doan of Lebour's election manifes-
to, and dampening down of the
wiges siTuggle.”

After several ‘war-like® speeches of
this nature, the delegates agreed thar
the sponsors reconvens fhe confear-
emce when necessary to review the
progrese of the avertime bun, Then
they wenl e,

RED-FACED CP

The mnin force behind the con-
ference weg the Commuonist Party,
The CF has a very simple problem.,

bast Kent Conference com be g

decisive first step in this direction,

FREE THE SHREWSBURY &
Enst Kent delegate confersnce on
20h April—10.30-4.30 pm; Ayl
ham Working Men"s Club {The
Lagion}.
Credentials from: Snowdown
MNUM, Snowdown Colliery, Kent,

or ot the door,

Delegate lne-50p. Open to
oimervers, Dpen toall trade unions,
trades councils, political organisa-
tiona. Maticnal spaakers,

Force Labour to free the 6.
Support tha confarenca,

It has told us teme and agsin that
the way Io advance the interests of
the wocking clazs ia through con-
structing an ulliance with “lefe-
wingers' such as Jack Jones and
Hugh Scanlon

It therefore becomes exiremely
embarmssing for the CF when thess
‘lefi-wingers® openly sell oul the
interssts of the working ¢lase as
Jones has already done by declaring
his support for the aocial contract
and agreeing 1o ‘moderate’ wage
demands,

All that has prevented Scanlon
from following the same path so
quickly is the pressure from
militants in the pngineerig Industry,
This is why the CF called [ast
Friday®z conference,

SOFT-PEDAL

It was never intended to be a
real springhoasd (oo launching ‘mass
action’ over the clabn. It s sunply
meant 10 be o meassgs fod Soeandon:
‘Dear Hughiz, please don't smbarass
ug by selling out,”

INDEPENDENT INITIATIVES

Mothing demonstrates more
sharply tlw complete bankropioy of
the C1¥s whole siralegy, Ked Weekly
has been explaining for months thas
the rank-and-file shoald place no
relinnee on Scanlon & Co, Only in-
dependent loitatives by’ the rank-and-
file ifs=ll can hope to win the claim
in full.

The Manchester conference could
have done precirely that. I it had
been serjous about launching *mass

wehon’ in support of the cledm, it
ghould heve callsd for a putional
engineering strike and ciected a

nafional ce-ordingting committes
to cumpalgn for this ihrowghowt

Che ithihasdry. I

But that wouwld mesn o-direct
conilict with Hogh Scanbon, sod
that & pormething the Communist
Party eonpot afford. However, hold-
ing back the struggle in the intercsts
of ity with Scanlon is somelhing
which the working class cannot
afford.

It iz these two rosds which now
face militants in the engineering
indusiry, The CP hus made it clear
which ope it intends Lo ke,

TERRY CRAWFORD

RIVER DON LOCKOUT COULD DETONATE
ENGINEERING STRUGGLE

A pay dispute at River Don Stamp-
ing= in Sheffseld could act us an
wnporint detonstor in the struggle
for the natbonal engineering cluim,

One hundred and fifty drop-
torpee workers at the foundry have
been locked out by the manhgemean
for neasly three weeks, gs o resalt
of their dedision to stop placewnik
in support of then cluim,

DETERMIMED

The workers are demanding a
mininiwm of £45 far all stamp shop
furnacemen and drivers, and £55
for all atampers, The lockout has
made them deterosiped nol 1o ogo
back until their demands are owet,

The tindng of this struggle is
parlicularly sipnificant. If the czim
iz won, it would ploagh throueh
Mhase Three and spur Lhe struegle
for the naticnnl claim.

Howeyer, the oialn preoceugps-
tion of the District Committes has
been to artempl (o pel the mon
mack o work , on the basis that they
cannrot smash Phaze Three alose.
The strike commities is rexisting
this pressune,

An impartsnt step in thes direction
may be laken at Firth Derihon
1tself, where there s a sirong pos-
sibility thal 1he samp shop will

EXTEND STRUGGLE

1M member Richard Stojak,
whi 5 zacrelary of Virth efibon
ahop stewards committes und wes
invited ro attend he steike cotuniliee
inaeligs, has pointed our 1hat if the
District Committes fecls that the
River Don workems connat win plong,
thean it should be aiming (o extend
Lhe struggle.

pdopt a similar clalm to chat ac
Fives o,

CAMPAIGN

The IMG éomrade ig also pushing
lerr 2 cumpaign o b2 condusted by
the strike comositles throughout the
engineering indnstry in Shefficld.
The outcome of the siruggle will
lirgely depend oo cheir ability to
Ltk it b the gensral confrontation
veidch s lonming throughaut the
indistry, and pall other-factories
lto the baitle,

TERRY CRAWEORD

T

'DUCKS POLITICAL

THe River Dioa freikdrs are godting nao,
dispure bererl and need moRey
wrpenliy, Fumh gdoraiionr o

freorge Bulfock | Seaior Stewerd,
River Don Stompings, 7 Segeon
Lioge, rrimertharpe, Sheffield 9,

QUESTIONS

The Morning Star of 1 April soctsed
the Mationol Rank and File confier-
ence arganised by the International
Socialists two weeks ago of "irving
tosplit the LCDTLE. Unfortunately,
the Communist Party his little to
winty about.

Althongh some five hundred
delegates turned up @ the coutler-
ence, held in Birmingham, not many
wete from the commanding leights",

Of the 304 trade wnion bodiss
repregented, only | 5% ware shop
stevwards comimittees, combine com-
mittees or distriet commitiees, The
vast mgjority of the delegates cume
from nion branches, more than one-
third of them from white ¢ollar noi-
o,

It mast coses those present wers
from [5's cxisting base In Industry,
Still, yvou moy say, very impressive.
I5 does scem to have a big lever in
cerbiin parts of the workers” mova-
ment, Just go, I it wasn't so dithoeol
Lo g out who wes on which end
of the lever|

The unico bureaucTais sre UrEng
their members fo stay cool pnd give
Wilson his fifry adnch chance, lest the
socizl compact prove to he writien in
&Eapp&a.t‘].u.g ink, For a while many
trade unioniste will fisten, Buil those
who are stuck with miserable wape
gettlements, or are caoming under
attack in the taceories, will mot be
soinclined o avoid ‘tocking ihe
hoal',

Everybody &t the Rank and File
Conference wonted to fight the
bureancrara, the social compad, the
Shrewibury juilings and Wilson. But
thers were fow ideas offered on how
(o go aboul carrying oul these com-
menilable tosks,

Che Tesolution was put foraard
{by members of the Workers Fipht
group | which tnoed (o come to grips
with some of these problams. Ir dis-
cusmed hivw Lo win more permanent
gning, how to overcome the political
wealitessag of the trgde Winon move-
ment, and hovw to move towards
warkers” control, But i was throvan
gut, Too gdvanced, too complicated,
gald & shop giewprd from GEC
Coventry. We muat stick to ' minlmal
dapmands.

A0 gtick the conference did, Iis
approach can be summed vp as ‘do
mare and better whar you have always
dona', But il doewn't work Two years
Iater you have o do it all again, And
in that time the rialing cluss has learned
a few leasong and made preparations,
evers il the workers' movement haan't,

What steps does 15 propoge now
thurt the conferenoe is over? To get
cveryon? to campaign on the conler-
emce fesolution in their branches and
to budld the rank snd File papers, Bt
the resolurion contained few practic-
al steps. hothing ubout the NALGO
cliim and London weighting allog-
ance sirugge, nolhing about the
fight for the engineering ckaim,

As ane delegale pointed out,

o may ‘oppose all forms of racialism’
doesn’t tell you haw to do it Ingdesd,
Lhe dNabionual Unian of Students’ con-
feremce resolution on ‘no platforin
for fascisrs’ was u bigger step forward
thon anything decided at the Rank
and File conference

[he resolation was weakest proc-
izaly where the bureauceals ars {he
stTongest—on finw o argenise ifie
srazgle. ‘hake ol irade umion lend-
ers necountuble” is an excellent
princgie, bual il doein' really tell
the Lucas or Timex workers how b
ofganise fo pvoid o sell-oug,

The conference was nol o real
challengs to the power of the
Communist Parly in industey, 1S is
8 long way off from being in the lead-
erihip of # mass rankand=File move-
mant.

Whut the copference did achieve
Foy Ul 1S was o considernbie con-
solidation of its bass, Bur, at tle saose
time, it showed how weak are the
political foundetions it keas piven to
that base,
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IRELAND

How close to victory?

This Easter thousands of Irish
peuple will take to the streets
to commemorate the Easter
Rising of 1916, They will be
looking forward. in this year
which the Republican Maove-
ment has named “The Year
of Victory'. to momeaious
events which scem to be just
around the corner.

The results of the general
election,and the anpreceden-
ted escalation in the Provis-
iomils’ military campaign,
have decpencd the cloud that
hangs over the Sunningdale
Agreement..armd many
Republican supporters now
consider that its demise is
only o matter of time.

WHITELAWISM

This is-despite the fact that
they: have not had much encour-
agement from Labour’™s new
Seerelary Tor Treland, Merlyn
Rees, The Labour Government
seems o hove taken on bogrd the
haggape of Whitclawism . O the
weven proposlpat o the Com-
mons last Thumsday {4 April ).
imiy the sevenih, the mainten-
ance of the Supningdole Agree-
ment, k& ol any long term impors
famce,

Labowar adberes Lo -Sunningdale
not just because Merlyn Roees and
Stun Crme are the *.ln]'- Liwo

Labour MP & prepared 1o take on

{he job (st ough Chey are ), o bie-
cause both think thai the sun shines
out of Whitelaw's arsehole [ul.l]m-l.lgh
ihey dod, bul because Sunninpdste i
of imnense importance io Uhe British

il class,

The Sunningdale Agreemend
% distinguizhed from previous
British struiegics (the Hrigish
Armv infervention of 1969, the
anti-ITRA oifensive of July 1970;
sndl intermment . by virtue of the
fact that i does not seek (0
achieve sn linmedigte solibion Lo
ihe prablem ol viokence, Instend,
it 1ies stabilisgtion i (e North
o Brifatn's long term atm ol
handing pver cantiol of the
whote of Ireland (o the most
stobie hourgeais force in the
{sland —the Sollhern ruling class,
Al previdus megsures faded, not
jusl because ihe violence eonfin-
edd, bul because they posf pared
Fhad evemtingd ki CoE,

Sunminpdale has achieved the
triple goals ol creating o collnboss-
tisaniat Tarce withim the catholic
commumnity {in the-shape of The
SDLP), splitting the lovalist
oppasition Lo Britain™s long lerm
airms, and creating 2 medium term
pessibibity of stabilisation, Because
of ihis no Britikh government,
rarticularly & Labour one, will
lighily throw il mside.

FLAWS IN THE DEAL

Bl i F'||:-. SETCMY L-::-n|1'||.|1rru:|11
cannol hide the flaws o the deal
For & start the two main parlnees
iy the Morihern Excoutive hove
|.|.||1|.' dilTerent aims. LiKe Beiy-

| jmmie Frankiin they hong togel hee
| for fear nf hanging seperately,

Since direet nele Faulkner's
gim has remained relatvely sone
stent. He wanis fo Keep as much
4 16 podsible of both uapects of
Untemiig--Le link with Bricain
and the protestani ascendancy,
He aceepts power sharing and if
il hecyme politically possible,
would peeept the Couneil of lre-
lgrl = but caly a8 necessary Bvils
His real interest in Runpingdale is
to pet sufficient paolifical and
eeanomic concessons to weld
toget et & new "mark bwa’ Union-
{50 Bloe, This would be a smaller
angd somewhal bottle-wadn vor-
e, bt would giabody the same
multi=class sectarian characles,
angd rest on the “special relation-
ship' with Britein.

The S1L1 needs power shanng,
s that it can appenr 1o fhe cat ol
i masses g Lhe distributar of
johs, houses and opportunitiss
for pdvancement, Bul no less
important, it needs power sharing
tor build p peelitical macline; and
it is succesding. The SDLP now
affersa vinble career to flocks of
Cyoung, Moral-tied, up and coming
cathabc professionals.

The catholic middle cliss has seen
twor enamples of what can be achiey-
ed by o peilty hourgedis political
farce which pets its hands on govern-
mental power. In the South both the
Free Siaters 0 1922 and Fiaans
Fail in 1933, auccended in jacking up
their dection of the pelly-hourgeosie
to full houwrgeois starns, Although
tlee SDLP Baz only one handle of thn"

How Britain’s special forces
operate in Ireland

When the Times revealed last month
thai o sguad of the Special Abr
Service was in operntion in the Morth
of Ireland, two important facts were
omitied,

The: first was that aceordimg (o
the Dublin rewspapor Sunday Work,
the 5AS5 has been used in thi Morth
af lreland since [970. The People's
Democracy néwspaper Free Cirizen
revealed that on 10 March, 19714
D Motice hud been issaed. preventing
publication of & Goyvernment decisi-
e g pust units of (he regmein i
Ircland a5 a *cwlr n'.'1h|: killing ot

thrée soldbers.

The second was the Sundoy
Werld s revelstion Lhal {he particular
group of the SAS referred to by the

| Times hud been on sland-by in

Britain in case of o possible confron-
tution with the mimers, I was when
the miners aecopted the Labour
Ceovernment s poy olfer thal they
wore Lransfenred 1o lreland.

The SAS was created during the
Second Waorld War, 1t was weed ex-
teneively For operations behind
Cierman lines: calbing supply Llines,
peneral harassment, and creating
havoo, The unic’s peraon nel wers

specially picked to e seif-reliant and
ruthbess.

Aller the war the SAS was almost
]:-I'|..'|x-un:| cidl, [l was saved h]." the spate
| of counter-insurgenay. campaigns

| rEquired inihe Brilish colonies.

! Faved with the tusk of crushing these
Treedom strugples, the Army high
comaind realised the usefulness of &
unit which could npernte closly wilh
the intelligence network.

In Malaya and Kenva, SAS person-
nil were used to lead *paeudo gangs
of notives which carried ool npara.
lonts apangl e civilian popualation.
In Cyprug, "'Q Gangs” were formed
with 5A5 men disguised as Cypriots,
They operated all over the island and
helped Lo exacerhaie the already high
lavel of fricrion between the Turkish
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prawy bucket ip will hang onlo It
with grim derermination,

Far the Southern buudfgeiiss the
Council of [eland, by seeming to
offer wnilicaiion, gives a ghred of
cover foils collaboration with
British imperishsm,

PROVOS REBOUND

But despize the determinution of
its adherenis since Dhe twrn of the
veus, Lhe balince hes swung seriously
against Sunningdale; Agairs ail
! pxpectotions the Provisional 1B.A has
pebobinded from st voin's sorlous
Tosses o launch Lhe Flercest military
mimpaign ever. On the werkend of
10-31 March they inflicted £10
millicn pounds worth of damage,
with major bombangs iy Armaigh,
Bangorand Lishors, This

e

weekend, of blowing dap he Britlah
Army 1) in Roval Avenue, Beifast

[t is worth nating that none of
thege explosions wis accompranicd
by the poelitically damaging boss of
fife aseocinted with previods cam-
paigns on this scale,

The Republicans today are in
thieir most poewsriul position glkce
e summer of 972 ~when they
forced the Britiah Goverament into
a shori-lived cease-fire. But there
are sopee jmportant differencss.

In parely military terms the [RA
i mucl atronger, Ita setions are
spread over & wider D:I:IEI'H.IFIIIHl
ares, including the smaller towns,
| and the border nreas. A steady toll
j ol dveshas been exacted from the
| Crown forces, BEquipment, training,
| organisation and dizcipline are moch
more developed than fwo Years g,

The aim of this campaign s to
foree the new British (Giovernment
inlo another cease-fire and round
of nagotiations. Irish newspapems
are 1ull of speculation abowrs this
being imminent.

Hess's proposals have been
interpreted us o hinl that b would
consider this. The reduction in
troop mimbers, e Sign-owi-a-
terrovist” scheme, and the lemlisa-
Lion of Sinn Fein conid be taken

followsd the major coup, the previows

as @ spep lowands the Provos’demands.

[These are an end (6 intetnment, a
phased withdrawsl of froops, o firm
date for contplete withédrawal of.
Britain from Ireland, and an amusily
fer all pobtical prisonos.)

But the political base of the
Fepublicans has weakened. Theann-
an preus are pone, and the SOLT has
demonstrared that it can gain the
ehaclural suppost of consadarzhle
numbers of eathalics, even in the
strongesd Prove areas, The Provision-
| alsremain onable Lo develop mass
apposition Lo the deepening collabor-
pfion by the Conlition Government in
the Smith

This i5 serlous, 1T meuss that the
British Gevernment. which stifl com-
mandd considerable milicary capaciiy,
alao heg inereased polivical elbow-
ream Tor manasuvrng against the
‘Hepublicans,

But an bhe other hand, the British
Gavernment i opposed from both
cnis of he political spectrum, The
fiuge awing to the enti-Sunninpgdals
Uricnisls in the genseral alection
gravely wenkeans the apreciment.

It i5 fot cleas how moch s aids

the Republicans. Aldhough the
election results discredit Sunninpdale,
they huve slowed down other Cavour- =
able developinents within the protes-
Lant community,

Prior fo the-election 3 deep despalr
had pripped the prolestants, The
Connzil of Trelend foomed over them,
and they saw Lhig a8 the final sell-oul
fo-the South. Al methodds of tesjs-
tance had becoime discredited . and
{here was serious politicsl fragmenta-
| tion, In this situation some of the
| protestant proupings began to think
the unthinkable, and to consider
discugsions with the Republicans,

It is nezessary to be careful abaout
thig development. Mo section of the
profestanis broke from sectarinnism.
Al of them, the UDRA ¢r gl were
tryving tox safeguard che profestant
ancendancy.

A BRIDGE

They wished to maks some irrangs
ment wilh the Kepuftlicans, in ocder L
more effectively pressurise the British

and Greek communilies,

Cuibside the chaln of normal Atmy
command, the 545 -has remamesd the
most active undt in the British Army,
although it s ome of the smallest,

The segiment ie open only te
serving soldiers who have reached
the rank of sergeant and who trans-
fer from other regiments. I operates
frooy Bradbury Lines Camp. in Hoar-
worlhy Eoad, Hereford, uader the
command of Li-Col JF Wates MO,

| who is offlelally listed as an officer
| in the Boyal Ish Rangers.

ABOVE THE Law

Highly sdept at skills like sabaot-
ape, asmmination and infiltration,
the SAS is the Army’s elite counler-
revolutioasary force. As such i is
conteolled direcily from Whitehall,
and 15 above the law,

A Former British Army Captain
intervigwed i the Swadey World
revealed that in Aden Cwo 545 men,
whio had begn arrested by their CO
after two people had been shot in
the back, were released on orders
feonm Whitehall, The Caprain'e
repiment was to take the blame for
the accidental’ deaths, and che whole
incident wus to be Bushed up. Twa
ays of loting Tollowed this ineldent
in which 2 people were killed,

I addition to the North of [re-
land, there are currently over a
hundred SAS men carrving cur
operations in Cmun,

The man generally eparded to be
the *thearsst” of the 5A5's methods
is Frank Kitson, Hiz postiaps road
fike a tell-call of British eounter-
imsirgsncy commigns - keniya,
Mulovsia, Muscat, Oman, Cypras
and Heitast.

KITSON

Kibse lsps becoome the Army's
exper]in the tactics naeded to
difeat gerupploe in any pven sddet-
iun, I Irelund be commanded e
39tk Brigade, in charge ot the key
urea, Belfast, He was undoubredly
responstble for the build-up of

special Torces opetatiog in the Morth.

Wik the decpening economic
¢rigis in Britwin, and the cofrespon-
ding rise in working-clazs milifancy,
Kiteon was quietly relieved of his
post in Belfast, and promoted to be
commandant of the School of In-

Tha ;hq:l.'r: h.'.ud.huuk outlives 1Fie gpecial
taske asslygrgsd To the 545, The Suoday
Warkd pablished the follawsng siracd
Froamit

'SAE squadrons are particularky well surt
wdl, traEnad A stulppee for copnber
ravolutionary opsrations, Sl parisea
may b intilirated or dropped by para:
chute, inclheding Tree all, 16 awaid 8 long
appraach theough anemy dominsted
areas, in oder te cardy ol @ny al ha
tallowing tasks.

“lal Tha Eallsctron al snlarmation an he
hcatian and meovement of insurgent
farces,

'b] The ambush and harssmant oF ingar-
gt

“[a] Infiktration of assasHnation ard
demualition. parties nto e rgaivt haeld
Angas.

“ldl Barcher girvaillaney,

*(u} Limited community relatiors.

“if) Liawon with, and organisstion of, -
Triaradty guerrilla forees oparating ageing
the comman anemy,”

In publishing this information, Asdd
Pkl iy on comIrasening fine O Notioe
reguaticns.




governmend. This was the case even
with Desmond Boal, who seemed to
move close to the Provisionals views
on Reglotal Government.

Ihe He ['Illl"-l.'l.':l:lﬁ wert whong 1o
foster ilhesions n the mefufe of these
moves, But they were right to see
them as & positive deveiopment, and
were tight to respond favouwrahly b
them. They gained some hofl Lerm
pivanieges; for example, UVF/UDA
backing for their accusations of
Britizh involvement 1n the sectanian
ASERERRMA DN CRINPaLEn.

In the long term such contacis
could provide the bridge over which
some seciiong of the protestani
community could cross B join The

ranks of those opposed to Britieh
imperialism in Ireland, Bul this cm
only resuli if any last eions that
they have ol saving 1he profesiant
agcendancy are destroved.

The resull of the election can
only postpone such a development,
mince it opens up & new credible
means of scuppering the Council of
Ireiand—ihrough pariameaniary
means, The psychological importance
of 1hiz s considera ble.

Despite the savagery of the secrari-
an assassinations, and panodlc pog
roims, the polilical umty of the prot-
esianis has depended on ‘establish-
menl' leaders, and ‘constitutbonal’
met hods, The existence of & slrong

and wnited parbamentary expression
for enti-Sunmingdsbe Unionism aill
slow down the fragmentation, and life
the cloud of despair,

TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT
The very complexity of the

siluathon argaes against any immin-
ent rescluiion of the condlict, evea iF
2 cegse-lire were (o ooclr,
Government still does not have
enough strenglh to make Sunning
dale stick, and the Provisionals do not
have enough steengrh to pet a setthe-
ment which woiild Tulls] ther mindin-

| wmore QJUINETOCTHES.

The oulcome still depends on
whether or not the Provisionsls can
extend he bage of the struggle, and

The Brasly |

draw in new forces agalnst Bntuh

Imperialism o Ireland. Their con-
Hnued blindness to the need to fuse
the strugele in the Morth with (hai
ol the working class in the South
becomes daily more serious,

However, there is anot her possib-
ility, The continued nabllity of the
British Government to solve the
irish probiem, and the possible break-
down of Sunmingdale, could create a
crisis in British poblitics sulficienl Lo
force a withdrawsal of the Army Trom
Iredamd.

The indicalions are faint, but it is
clear that such & ¢risis is on the agen-
dn, Al one pole individual bourgeois
commentators broach the possibility

g
L

of a withdrawal (ewen the Army has
been guoted 23 postulating that a
withdrawal would not necessarnly
lead toa bloodbath), and ar the
ol her dhere 15 increased cobEciousness
Lo the labour movement, and in civil-——
fiberties groups, of what Is balng
prepared in Ireland Tor dse in Britain,
These trends emphasise sgain the
possihilicies for building a imovement
in Britpin for withdrawal af the
treops frodn Izeland. That i why the
message ol this Easter tothe British
left must B io plungs into this task,
and belp to swing further the balance

| of forces aminst British meuriaﬂnn:

i Ioedand

BOB PURDIE

famtry Traiming sl Warminster in
Wilishjfe

The operations of the SAS in the
Morth of Ireland can be best under-
stoed from an examination of Kit-
if; ook Low friedsiy Opera-
fn, In il he podnts out that duting
the insurgency (armed) stags of any
struggle: 'The problem (for the Atmy)
of destroying enemy armed groups
and their supporters conEsts very
larg=ly of finding them,’

He then details how ordinary
uniformed wnits of the Army can
amgist in beidding up hackground
information on the area in which
they operate, He goes on to state:
‘In some cases, however, groups
are: formed designed to develop
information. By uslng special akills
and equipment ar by explaiting
the characterlstics of special
people such as captured agenis,’

One of the ains of 1he special fodca

would beta provide *conract’ infor-
mation, which could put Army wnils

in direct touch with ii1-:'.|'rgt-:|l amils
of their supporters. The Military
Reaction Force {MRF}is just such a

| special unit, Set up exelusively in

the Morth of Ireland to fit the con-
ditions faced by the Bntish Arimy
there, lte aperational personnel are
supplbed by the 545,

The MEF firsr came to public
notics in Oetober, 1972, when the
Provisional 1EA killed the drives
of the Fodr Square lsundry van o
the Twinbrook Estafe area of Belfast
On the same day the Proves raided a
masaage parloors in the Antrim Koad,
killing thres more MEF operatives,

Both business were fronts for the
Hritish Army, min by the MEF, The
Fonar Square loundry was used oo

| surveilisnce work, and forensic

teets ware carried oul on chot hes
taken for cleaning.

The intimate setting of the
Caemim Hezlth Studico, which padver-
tised “atiractive masscuses' in the

persunal column of the Relfart Tele-

—

groph, was used o abktsn informa-
tson, and according to the Scoreink
Sundgy Mall of 8 October 1973
‘o o Uhere are cliims that cameris
were used by hidden agents o
record peopke in compromising
|.;-:‘:I:J1j¢_'-m. and Force them to SpY
on the IR !

Almos] exactly a vear Lales
'Operation Lipstick” came unstuck

when the Audersonsiown News broke |

the slogy thet femate British Avmy
persomnel with Irish back grounds
had carcied out doar-lo-door sales
of cosmetics, and had been running
‘underwenr selling pariies” in Wesi
Belfast

Another example of blackmail was
in the summer of 1971, when the
files of the RUC Drug Squad were
tuken by the Army, and soon afcer
YOUOR Fll:'l:lﬂll:' on these records were
arrested, nnd offered drogs and
mmunity from further aroest, in
return {or infarmation.,

These operations are just the tp

of the muckheap, Anv cover which

rovides contact with the local
popalation—such as social workers,
mibventure plavpround helpers, of
census putherers —as well as any
basiness which conll provides 2
front is being utilised.

In additbon to its information
pathering operations, the MREF
hias a “dirty tricks” departmeat,
which examines ways of improving
aperational efficiency, new ambush
technigues, and methosds al st
control Itelso works on developing
new equipment for use during
aperalions.

The joint Army-Police operalions
at Heathrow and lewhers were in
line with the view of the Tory Parly-
a8 outlined in a pamphlet called i

Defenee of Pegee, with a forewerd
by Lerd ‘Littleiohns’ Carrington,
This advocated that the Armny shouald,
be trained in intemal sepuricy tech-
nigues, for use inalde Britain,

It is hardly accidental {hersfore
thar Kitson was podred to Warnsing-
ter Lo leach his population eontrol
technigues to the [nfantry- the
Army's ‘teerh’,

Bargon himaelf envizages that The
Army will b= called on o restore
‘Taw and order’ (¢ areas -of Britain
in the nid fo'laoe7 08, The working
class movement on this sid= of the
Irigh Ses will ipnore what {2 bappen-
ning in Ireland today at its perik

ALASTAIA RENWICK
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The Mational Union of Students’

Conference, mesting in Liverpool
between | and 5 April must have

left many students direy and con-
fused.

Aler big siruggles in the colleges
to-defend living standards or com
bt wictimisa thons, student militanis
came to the Conference looking fos
s policy which would link and ex-
tend their struggles. In response they
received from the Communist Party-
dominated Broad Lefi executive a
bucket-load of the same bankrupi

Blood donor
€Xposes racism in
Health Service

Racists in this couniry, from politici-
ans like Enoch Powsl] fo scientific
‘experts’ like Professor Hans
Evaench, usatally deny that their
ideas are based upin racial prejudice
Bui every now and then facis
e Lo l‘h‘l- which break [hrough

NO PLATFORM FOR FASCISTS

says NUS Conference

pialicies
BROAD LEFT STRATEGY

Befare the poneral election the
Arpad Leli's sirategyin the NUS
campaign for higher grants was based
on building an allonce of Vice Chan-
cellors, Labour MP s and any other
‘progressives §o put pressure on the

Tary Government, And the mass of
students? Well, oceasionally, we
were troited out toprovide Iobby
fodder for marches to Parliament,
the Education Department, or
Loscal Education Aulhaorities.

The eleciion of a Labour Govern-
ment clanged the Broad Left's
empiari, but the basic strategy has
not chanped. Now we are to politely
reques] that Labour MP < honour
their election pledges.

The pressame pobitics of lobbies,
pebitions, and rallies continue, But
not foo much! We might rock the
Labour boat, snd this would nol do,

CONFUSION

The conlesion at the Conlerence can
be seen der the debate on the cuts in
educption expemnditure, An gmend-
iment {proposed by an IMOG militand
Irom Portsmouth Poely) linking this
campaign with thal For highes grants

»was carmied. Yet when this selfsame

discussion occurred in the granis
debate a sunilar strategy was rejfecred!
Irrespective of what the NUS
Exccutive think, do, or say, the cut in
student Uving stendards will continue,
The tight-back againsi these culs
must be stepped op. Bot o be effize-
Live il will requite a campaign of
direct action—demonstrations, can-
teen boveotrs, rent strikes, oecupa-
tions—directed at those implemen-
ting the Goverament’s policies,
Likewise, the repression directed
against militant amident sctivity will
carry on. The attacks on siudents
al Kent, Oxlord and Essex are only
the foretaste of what's in stofe
whenever siudents try tor fight back,
II" the ahility of students to resist
these attacks is not defended, then
all future siudent siruggles to defend

the continued coverap of The Nazi-
ke sttitudes towards black people
which exisd throoghout oor sociely,

Just sich a sliory Fas crupded $8ds past
week, It uppeurs that the director of the
Mogth London Blood Transfusion Cente,
B TFam I'1|.'_g_||n-rn [whan % also o medical
Sirecion of thy Malionul BExal Trassfesson
services L. regularly prevents larpe
wiean Litlgy oF blod Droad Beeng ased b
transdizsians - becaeee the downors are
Sfapk, Their blood & oeinidered (0 be
fir for vescurch purposss only

Lleghioan v guoded by the Sy
Timex gy saying “Colourod donaors an:
mot really weelonme 45 donods,” Hut, he
aiided. “11% impossiblo (o bar them. 17
voo s “Mo bleck donors wantled™ you
can mmagine the headiines,”

Cleghom, of eoarse, demics racil
Er e, 16 Phe fradidian ol gei e
macisan, b has @ worked-out medical
encuase far this incredibde pokey

Aaarding to Cloghorn, ik iza
preator risk of infoclzons hepatitis—a
disense fhil can be trensmitied plsrough
el Bhegd—1iont Black donoes Csan Legm
white, Snce the greater nsk is supparsedly
pomnected with the cropics, 1hie tlood
of Black donocs i Eabelbsd T { bropical
areal and shuteled oY o the lahoraceros,

However, as rhe Swmday Times ot
peaprded cal, roufene lesls far leps b and
reguiarly comducted oo all biood coflecled
by the trunsfusion cendros, and sovwenal
gl pial sxpeils conlinted theal thay
hnd mever sncoundercd & case of hopatiris
beeang Lransmilled Chaough blood ks
Tusions. The Departinon L of Health and
Social Security hus stuted that iF does
not consades hepatitis oo b s sl ty
hig prablem in this country to reguine
spocial salipuacds.

Whale there has been no sugpedtion that
the Biood rom white doaor wlio come
from: troqicul or semi-rapicel aones is
Teveiwing almikar treatimenl, (Fe Sumday
Tinper did reveal that (5 Blood of black
donors borm b thes coontry Cwho maoy
mever have been closer to fle Drojiecs: than
Herightaiy) i labeol “TA".

This-incident isa poaeriab rominder
af the infuenar and dsrue tesness of
mcismn this counery, Itisa scundal
that a man of Cleplotn's oo tock shon kil
Bedd iy pesidion in the bealth service,
mah bezss ke allowed 1o translate hid
ablilude info ofticial policy.

L L
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IMG Rally - Sat. 4 May - Conway Hall

¥

The cart exss with which ¥ou dismiss
A .Cook in *The Dilemma of the
Trade Ulnion Lefts' [R B 37] was
rather paionlud Lo cend, Any miner,
any son of o mioer, would tell you
hovs wiang you an,

Tou really conmot wave azide &
manr's life a5 a revalutionary wilh
ilie Ul Tarmed crilicisms you make,

“Cosok was @ man of the stacure of

Larkin oe Connolly, Indeed, Cook
Aid see the neod of 3 revolutiopnary
organtsilon - the 5SLF which he
wis sriil talking of in 1936, fen
weere alter you say e lurmed oo
the pet pocdbe of 1he TUC reht
ook, a man on the right of
the TUC? Whar gheer rubhish. He

In the face of mownting attacks on students
siruggling to dalard thair Hving standards,
marny activists sre looking for political
paliitinn wiileh tha NUS lasdarship &
failing to prossda,

The IMG is organdsing a Aally moxt
it h with this Blm of Deinging togaihar
stodent milttents From all parts of the
couniry 1o exchange sxperiences and dis-
cisk marn ganerally 1he contribution
Mudents have and cin makd 1o the
struggle for socealism.

Lasding represencatives of the
sfudant mowamant ram Franes, Balgum,
Czachoslovakia and Chile well Bé spaaking.

Warkshops will deal with the anid-
imperialist, anti-racisT, and a0
représsior struggles.

Fos luriber detalls, tickats, or st ial
produced for the Rally, contact: |MG
Sridant Coor e issdon , 97 Calad on ks Aoad,
Londan N1,

thaeir living standards are in jeopardy,
Af the present time, this meoans
mobilsing to build the pilcket line of
Essex University and get as much
support as possible by 24 April.
when simudents return

STOP FASCISTS

The most elgnificant decision of
Conference, one thot upset the
capitalist press no end, came with
the vore to stop racist and fascist
ofganigaiions from meating an
campus 'by whatever means neces-
sary', A similar step focward was the
inint statement oo this matter adop-
ted by the entice lafl at the confes-
BTE,

But when the IMG idally propos-
ed such &0 unity to combat the
growth of the right, we wanted more
than mere words, We sugpesied that a
jmnt, apen mesting ol the laft he
organized at Confercnce to discuss
and organize against fascim and rac-
ism. This proposal was rejected by the
oiber tendencies.

The fascizig will nol be defeated
by pesolutions ot statements alone,
There are thees -!th'_iil: mEues which
face us immedirtely= the uctvity
of the right in the collegea, the
campaigEn apainat the reacHobary
anti;abortion group, SPUC, and the
fight against racism, The other
wroups of the left rejocted joint
actions around theds tesues. But it
5 anfy by auch joint mobilisations,
by confronting the right wing head-
an, that the fscists and racists will
be roured.

Mevartheless, limited os they are,
we wedcome these Ciest stepa towards
left uniry against the far cight, snd
will fight in the colleges (or (heir
implementation.

Student afrugeiea will not cease,
bt to he sucoessial They mosi he
ziven a natioon] lead, Alchough the
IMG candidate in the Presidential
alection received only 25 votes, and
wie did not win & position on e
FExecutive, most of our candidates
pol good votes (Ed Waller, 142 woles
for Deputy Preaident; Gordon Gib-
som, 147 for Vice President, reginns;
and Val Coultas, 133 for Vice Pres-
ident without Portfolio),

The ITMG will femain in the fope-
frant of the struggles in the colieges,
and will work Lo byild a leadr reldp
nmang the rank-and-file that can fill
the gap lafi by the NS BExecutive’s
hankraptcy.

The upcaming student rolly
of the IMG will be 8 major step
forward in the fight o build »
revolutionary leadeiship in 1he
colleges,

STEVE WEBSTER

A.J.Cook and the dilemma of the T.U. lefts

wias i ling revoluliomary, im honest
Fitman, Mo mun s wichoot faults,
wi know, hul he cerfuinly &id nar
have the faults vou mention.
Cave Douglass
Haiffald Main Branch, MUM
Far From dismising ol of hand the
conlribu ben oF ALFCaiok we stressed
in *Dhibirmma of (e Tracle Unon Lol
thst "There can be o dombil that both
Cook and Smith were devoied fighters
in the cause of (he working clag” Bul
w mitsl nod ket this imporand fact
blimd us to iheir sevinog polivical fenls,

Conmmadde Dhngglass is misinformed
nhaut Dok’ baper peditical actlvity,
Abier leaving the Communist Parry he
joimed the | abowr Party, and was
sasocAnted will varios bef - wing
secial demoeratic currents: ficse Jamies
Pt povm 0f bhe L7 and ihen, very
briefly, with the left refomiisl ideas
ol Clgwnkl Mosley {hefome tho aier's
oaaversion in Fascism, of course).
ok dies] fn 1931,

The fact remaidns that ook walked ot
of tho Sirupgling yoang Communist Pardy
(ke vwganization which, albt in embion-
o amnl aisborbed Tomm, embodied the

principles of the Russin Revolation and
Lamindsm) i L9200 because of a relztively
muinewr ilisagrecment over trade umion e
{1

The political criticisms we made of
Cook's conduct of trade wnion affaire—
liks Faibure 1 po beyond the buresacmatic
Framevarrk «f the officisl trads unicn
mewemcnt and wse his cremigndonia enfla-
ence aid prestige 10 mobdise ihe mass
ol wirkers in dbee Foce of the TIN s
treachery —are Fonmied in Faci.,

Louk's principles may never ave been
tarnixhed by such treacheny, but e wus
nuol able o show the working class—or
evien [ls own dnenleeed —a say oul ol
the dead-end indo which this treachery
el them. This was a direct product of
hin isck of revolotionery poliries] perspec-
tive Tor the olass sinaggle,

“Thels dlbbmuma Jod Cook lnn & e of
vismpromises with the TEC right, seme
of them ex renvely limilating (such as
ibo withdrawal «f his own pamphlet on
[he Jeddoiis of the Gemeral Strike from
circuladicon).

It ls no wse prefending that Clees
things never happened We can never
learn ik esgcos of the pasi i oy
wEY-

Left’s statement

AGAINST FASCISM AND
RACISM
The following sterement was adooied
by the Left af the NUS Confarance

Dasplte the large differences
between the Left in the Metional
Unian of Students the Tolowing
orgenisathons pledga that they will
work towin students to ban faseist
and racist activities in colleges, Wihere
direct action is necessary to stop
such arganisations the Lefr declares
that it will seek o involye the largest
possibie number of studants in this
attion and will Nk resort to individu-
al tarrorist acts.

We declare our absolute opposit-
fon o the airrs of the Federation of
Consarvetive Students. The Laft
recogiises the right of the FCS to
politically organisa. However wa
fuilly support NUS poliey which
denies that right "by whatever means
are necedary™ o racists and fascists,

The Left is atso wnited in affirm-
ireg aried {I&Tﬂrlding the sovereignty af
qeneral meatings a5 opposed to refer-
anda, and in order to secure mass
invodverrent will fight for thae MLIS
position on fascism and raciem
| through these meetings.

SIGNED BY: Mational Orgamisatiomn
af Labowr Students [ Labour Party
Srugganta] ; Millani; Claues 4; |npernaticnsl
Marulst Growp; Intermatisnal Socialis -
m-nunm Purty: Sacilisy .ﬁ.f;mﬁﬂu-.

WHATS
ON

LONDON RED FORLIM: Every Turstay
at B pm in The Geneval Ficton pub,
Caladonian Aoad, N1. (B mins Kings X
tubgf,

LIVERPOOL RED BOOKS: Revalutiaon-
ary Hedrarura—Marx, Lenin, Tromsky,
Ezsterrs Evrope. Third Warld, fraland,
WWamen's Liberation. Bla Rershaw
Sdreat, Livefpoel, Tuss-Fric 12,3

I pm.Sat: 11 am-3 prme,

FREE IRELAND FORUMS: Frichy

12 April ="The Orange Manolith—

tha Chisgtsdn af the Protestants’:
Friday 19 April-"The Provisionaks-
Hawe thay Contribissd 10 tha Struggss
for Mational Libaratian and Saciafism
(E] |r'ﬂ|E|'H;?'. B pimin The danaral Picton
puly, Caledonlan Boad |5 mirs Kings X
ksl ,

ANTI-FASCIAT DOMMITTEE in
Li'l.'npd_ml wishis to contact symmatnotic
iivedivicliss |k and afhor grouns griged

ir ariti-lascise actvity. Please cortect

us ar: Liverpoot Antl-Fascisr Commimes,
Gl Trangport Howess, 289 Lelingban,
Liverpool 3, All daorations to b nbowe
BiciyiRgs.,

CEYLONSOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN:
Pickar Sarurday 13 Aprid, 7 pm

at Caylan Tea Centre, Lower Regent
Tireet [Piocadilly tube], Ta pratest ar
cheap rea, cheap labour and chesg
liven i Sri Lanka, and to d=mand an
end 1o the repression,

KINGETON TRADES COURNCIL:
Shransbury 24 meeting, Friday 18
el ipssiari—Stmes Lynah (GRWL,
Alaiy Tattern [IWCATTI, Stares B pm in
Swrbiton ssembbty Booms (5 mise teoen
Surbiten stationl,

ANTI-APARTHEID! Public maeting
‘Fraa All Folitical Prigaoars in South
Africa’. Spoaker: Geowpe Peake,
Thisrsday 13 Agril, 7.30 pm ir Brisctar
Tawn Hall

Worren's role in housing strugpies’,
rel of fhee ipeakery, Wadrneidey

17 &pril at 7.30 pm in Rocbuek puibs,

Tattenham Caurt Raad {resi Warren

raat fubsl,

WORKING WOMENS CHARTER:

aiting for ail iserasind in campaianing
cund chis, Saturday 20 Apeil at 11 am in
Univrrsity of London Union, Malar S1res,
1,

ED LADDER perform cheir piay an

s opprossion bor the Tiree time

n London an Mandey 22 Agril at 7 om
in the L3E Old Theatre, Houghmns

reet, WO, Brganised by London ad hoo
miml thad deguingt SEPULT,

LI‘-I:FEIALIH-T WORLAN FORLIM:




Millions of Africans starve so

that imperialism may prosper

From Muuritania in the West, where
nearly HFE of the catile herds have
been lost. to Ethiopis in the Esst,
where lasl vear af least 100,000
people died of starvation i Wollo
provimce, every country in the sub-
Saharan belt of Africa i now threat-
ened with sfill worse conditions,
Once again the rains have failsd,
and the rivers are now at their lowest
recorded bevel, After six vears in
which every country in this sres—

now &t long last beginning to receive
substantial coveraps in the media.

This coverage, however, his haen
muainly distinguished by its ahdlity
to giozs over (he real deepaoored
cauges of Lthis dissster. Of course the

immediate reason {s to he found in the

weather, But what makes the area s0

univerzally vulnerable to unfavourable

climatic conditions is the way in

which its ecopomic, social and politic-

al atructures have been distorted (o

known as the Sahel—bas been gripped serve the inferests of [mperialiam.

over mote Armiy by widespread
drought and famine, the stuation i

51 S = e

Ay
[

CASH CROPS

Virtually every state of the regeon

e i 2

e

iz dependent on a single crop Tor the
greater part of ils cash exporis. In
Chad, cotton makes up 5% of

exports, In Miger and Senegal, pround-
nuats acconant for 7%, In Ethicpia, the

figure--for coffes—ia 26%.

This dependence on a singlé com-
modity makes these countries wery
vulnerable to the ups and downs of
the world market price, Hence they
are unable to plan any stable, auton=
amnds sconamic developrent.

But 3 second effect has also been

expoded by recent svents in Lhe Sahe]

—namely, that the land area available
for subsiatence cultivation by

e i ol

L .

The once-proud nomads of Mali are now reouced to scratching in the dust for grains scattered after &n air-drop

NEW LOAN’ TO BAIL OUT THIEU

Ower £1 24 million worth of mulitary
inpplies have been wnal to the Thise
regime in South Vietnam by the LS
since the signing of the Paris peace
sccords fifteen months ago,

Mow the Defence Department s
pressing for & further emergency
‘loan” of no fess then £200 million to
bolster up Thieu's crumbling position
In answer to Congressionsl mutter-
ings, Henry Kissinger issued a public
statement on 31 March emphasizsing
the Covermment's commitment to
continued military and ecomome
suppodt for the regine. And in
Vietnarn ifself there are more than
T000 LS *advisers” 1o prowe it

As well as being directed at the
US Senate, Kissinger's statemant
wik ohviously also inlended as a
warming to Morth Vietnam and the
Provisional Kevolutionsry Govern-
meni of South Yietnam (FRG),
Corming shortly pfter the “leaked’
news that the US is offering £1 000
million in aid to the Morth, i clesrly
shows Lhat the US is trying i “camrod
and stick” tactic to tov to prevent a
further erogion of Thieu's position,

RECONSTRUCTION

% hopes have been raised in
thiz direction by the low fevel of
wid given to the Victnamess by
their ‘allies’ In Ching and the LISSRE
Furthermore, the devasration cavsed
during the war coopled with their
relative isolation hae forced the
Vietmamese l=adership to put caon-

siderable emphasss recently on the
tasks of reconstmetion in the North.

Bui speculation thai this would
lead the Morth to wind down its
support Tor the insurgents of the
NLF in the South received 5 sharp
blow less than a wesk after nows
aboat the proposed deal had been
‘eaked’,

In & serics of stunning raids,

MLF gunness hombarded South
Vietnamese [ARVN) bases in the
Centrul Highlands and along the
Cambodian border; while s a
previously guist sector of N.E,
Eantum the higgest confrontation
ance the signing of the aceards

took place when NLF wnits astacked
anothes ARYMN base, Ar che end of
March an ARVHN base only 30 miles
from Saigon was capfured, and since
then u big pash has been launched all
over the Sowih to force back Thisu's
troops.

e proposed dedl hag dlso been
denounced repeatedly by Hangd
radic and the offical newspaper
Nhan Daw, and to compleie (he
picliure the PRG put forward a new
sei of concrete proposals on 29
Miurch for implementing the Paris
aceords.

THIRD FORCE

These proposals were not alimed
primatity al either the Thied regime
oF Nixon, but rather at (e Third
Force—the arban opposition in the
South—where they have found a
ready response.

The appasition in che cities is

now a growing threal to the hold of
the Thizu regime, Ondy a few weeks
ago the students beld thelr first
organised demonstration for three
years, and felt strong enoigh to
make their poing with smoke bombs,
Trade undon sctivily is increasing,
and recenily a number of pickers
ond demonstrations, as well as the
cagtribufion of leaflets; have been
organised by a united front calling
isefl the "Crgonisstion for the
Implenentation of the Paris
ApETEEmEents

Conditions in the cities are going
from bad to worse. Corruption anid
repression s rife, and thousanids of
peaple—inchuding tiny children—
wafider e sireels s bhoinelesy
begpars. Food costs are aoaring g8 the
economy plummets (the piastre
was recently devalued for the fourth
Hime thiy year), and (here is massive
nnemployment,

Under {he impact of these hnmmer
blows, and stimulated by the military
atrenplh of the NLF and the high
atandard of living in the liberaged
arens, the urban workers and intellez-
tudle are now beconiing mmcressingly
woual in cheir oppoesition. Known
loosely as the Third. Fofce, Lhey are
uideruhtedly the key to the present
situation in Vietodo.

Of course Lhis movement in no
sense ol Ters o 'third way', despite che
statements of some of its spokes-
perzons, and despite the hopes of
shme representatives of world
imperialism. There i= no middle way
el ween an econdomy bazed on
private ownership and one Based on
callective ownarship und planning;
and the whole history of Indochins
18 Uwing prood thai any vision of 2
capitalist economy independent of
imperialiam iz woopian,

MASS BASE

Mevertheless the Third Force is
J.I]'lp':ll'[iil.'li.: hecause g matter how
liberal the statements of these such
ag Ml Mpa ‘Thanh, it 15 doing part
of the WLF's job for it by {solating
Thied, Moreover, the mags base of
tie Third Focee- Ll siudents and
workers—have strong historical
links wilh the liberation movement
which are being directly reforged at
Lhe mame nt.

It Is also impartant to wndessland
Lhat the Third Force is incapable of

Lhe peasaniry hos den dangerously
cut away in onder to concenirate
an gush crops This was achievesl
quite oynically—eicher by dinect
physical spection, or tThough
eCOnDmEs restrains such as taxa-
tion {so that smallholders had to
dizsart tleeir land in order to eam
the necessary cashl,

Furthermans, the rapid clearance
of the land, deatroying foreat and
plant cover in order to extemd the
area for export crop cullivation,
remo¥ed natural protection and
apensd the way (o wind erosion of
the soil.

VESTED INTERESTS

Some governments of the region
are now begnning to echo Lthe UN
Food and Agricultural Organisation
experts in talking about the nead
for co-ordinated programmes of
afforestation and sémilar schemes
in order to stop the encroschment
of the desert. But this would merely
be an attempt to reverse seventy
years of distorbed, imperialist-imposed
development.

In any caze, the likelihood of
these particular governments coming
together in any effective way to deal
with the problem i very allm, For
thi miost part they represent the

. section of the populstion whose

interests are most deeply vested in the
maintenance of the status quo—

those engaged in sgriciltuze for
exprorl, matketing, iransportation,
ate,

Thus it an nlerview conductad by
the magazine Africen Developmeni
with Kenneth Stevenson, director of
the UN FAQ (rganisation for Sahel
Orperations, we tead that “even
during rhe drooght . . . . commercial
crope have dons well’, In Miger lust
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year, exporis of mest rose by 30%.

Erhiopia’s record 18 resdidasent of

ireland during the Great Hungsr of .

Padr<d; 100,000 died Jast year
while the export of foodsiufts (in-
cluding grain] incrensed by #2326,

LAND OWNERSHIP

Of course the clue to the situgtion

in that country Ties in the lond-
holding syetem Lsalf. Agricultural
experta reckon that Ethiopia =
potentinlly capable of being the
prain bowl of Africa; yet wast sreas of
the land Lie untilied, This is becauss
ownarship is highly concantesbad
in the hands of & tiny clazs whose
position is similar to thal of the
nobility of medieval Burope,
Empercr Haile S2lassie is himsalf
the largest of theze landowners.

Wi incentive has existed fo
increase production or the efficien-
cy of farming methods, since rent i&
puid on the classic share-cropping
system, with 50-75% of the producs
going to the landowner. Thus once
agnin adverse climatic condilions
inevitably bring sbout wideapread
disaster,

Ic is vital in this way to cot
through some of the myths currenthr
being propagated nbout the Sahel
1t is guits wrong to say the present
diraster is an inevitzble resuld of tle
irreaiatible onward march of the
desert,

Those who put forward such
distortions are covering up the troe
situption, Today the sub-Sgharan
bell is paying che price fof & century
of imperialist-imposed distortion of
its eeotomic development, and by
diving 5o tragically illuminating wee
nnaother aspect of the brofal logc of
caplialigm.

TONY SOUTHALL
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toppling Thiew without the bucking

of the NLF—and the.oppoaite iz also
true, Withouot the organised aclivity
of the urkan masses, and the demor-
aligation of the army amd Lhe polce
—processes which are belng hastened
by the Third Force—the Thisu
Tegime cowld oot e sinzshed in i
wity strongholds.

Conditions are thus rapidly ripen-
g for the final push, but preparac-
fons are heing held back both by Lhe
continuesd 175 sid to Thiea and by
the lack of aid from the USSR and
Ching ot The insurgents.

O eourse 1he suceesses of the

Laorian Patriotic Front and che

Camnbodian Bed Khmers are doing v

much to keep the overall balance

of forces still very much in favour

of the revolutionary movements.
Weveriheless, the continued solidarity
of militants in the imperiabist count-
iz will be wital, too—In breaking rhe
isclation of the Viscnamese insur-
gents, in providing ihe support need-
ed to halt any tendency to conceda
gains won n the strugeke, in limiting
Imperlalism's room for manoeuvre,
and finally in forcing the E8 to stop
iti-aid o the puppet regimes.

DAV D IO HENSON

The following commaiique was
recently Bsued by the Red Frac-
tion of the PRT [Revolutisnry
Workers Party ) and ERP (People’s

RBevolutiomry Atmy o sympath-
izing group of the Fourth Tnter-

national in Argentina:

The Red Fraction of the PRT and
ERF sy mpathialng organisation of
the Frearth Indemuotianal) denounoes
1o the workers coganisalons aid
democratic opinien the diseppearance
al coitrade Maney MAGLIANG
(Enoam as 'Chiche™.

Lomande Magilare, aped 37 vours
and an aptickan, was sedzed on 18
Iﬁﬂuﬁ[:r' 174 by apents of the 3500
Commisaariat of the Federal Police
in. Busnis ANrES, N & cale at (v copnee
ol Cabilda and Repubfiguedas. This
Cammisaarine claims ta have reb=ased
Iszr withen 48 houes.

W Enpow thaot this is not coue. The
comrasde was b tally tortured, in spice
of the fact that hee Hfc wad in danger
beecuiise of her slate of bealth, Today,
two manths sfrer being taken sway by
thes aginie of the Federal Poliok, come
rade Maglinon has still nat reappeansd,
in spite of mamerons reguests by
itsembers of ber Cumily and lawyers

Wi fear that sk haa beeen tortured
o desi L Toe religing Lo betray lber
commudes und the struggle for workess'
povrer and socializm.

The wie af sach methods v the
falics 8 becondng 8 comimen -
remee in hes Arpenting of Peron, This
powrmmend, which clamms to defend
the |'|I-'l:l|'5'|ﬂ'5 inbepeacs and oargesls
comstitutianzl democracy, is flling up
with revalutonare: militants the very

Argentine Trotskyists
denounce repression

. riEeng ] noc g0 leng aga by tha
military dictatorchip; is trumpling an
democrgtie fresdons S0y clagng Jown
newspnpers, humming public demansim-
Uens, bansing political acthity in the
UIniversity, limikeg the fight to serke,
seandaloualy tefoemilog the Penad Code,
et )y is using repressiom ta crush the
warkers' agd people's soupples; ie arl-
ringup MacCarchyism ond ideslogaal
dizscriminalion: and i coverdg up e
terron of 98 pars-pelice gangs, wha
GEUITY aut psspsinationg, obberies, and
Bambings ur wall,

The furce o thds bonsgsals demge-
macy reached it height with the over-
thiow of e poveramont of e
Prowvipos of Cordoba by the local choef
of police, It was the Peremist militanis,
guilty of remuning loysl to the aug
e, who wen: theonsebwes the first
tnrget of the bowrp=nss and borcaucra-
le Ieaderghip of Peromism, whicl i
Ir¥ing 1o bmpase its awn sdubicns o
the erigis of Argenfinian sapdralism: a
wapy Ineeze, superexplaitabion af the
warking closs, ard 2 negatiatad rels
thamslap of dépeadence with impenal-
isam.

W call on you b0 scoigels in
solidarity with the victims af the
Eepuer ey F:I'l.[':iil{ll‘.'l. Aronnd this adm
can and must he built the larges
passibde wnlny of all the workers' and
demacratic sectmm

FiH THE REAPPEARANCE OF
MANCY MAGLLIAN

FREEEDOM FOR CARLOS CARIDE,
FEDHD CAZES CAMARERD AND
ALL ARGENTINIAN POLITICAL
FRISOMERS]

DOWM WITH THE BOURGEMS
REFRESSIN!
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The desth of President Pompidou
has really set the cat among the

mmmﬁmhw

l}'ltl:p:tle much wheelisg and
dealing, there is every sign that no
lesa than three major figeres from
the Government pariies-—on-prime
minister Jacques Chaban-Delmas,
fimance minister Valery Giscard
d’Estaing, and ex-prime minisger
Edgar Fuure—will be candidates in
the firsi round of voting on 5 May

There &8 even speculation thet the
juin'r candidate of the Leftl, Socalsl
Party leader Francods Mittermand,
could win &n overall magyonly in the
first round, gven the divided staie of
the opposition. If no candidale gats
maore thon 50% of Lhe votes in the
first round of voting, then there will
be a s=cond round on 19 May between
the two most sucoessliol candidates,

DEEP DIFFERENCES

T dewislons v ihe funks of §he
Government repoesen] mach more tham
perstnal ambitlon for the foaits of office
Ratker; thoy indscaie the deep differinces
smp e capitalists, faced with the
basac ipacaticn: B b mainlan the rile
af 1B class in L years ahesd

Sidee di Caulle rode in on a white
charger n 1958 10 @ve the copitalists by
seftimg up the Fifih Repubdic, Praso has

l:l-ur'lumummhulndﬂmr

Assoaiation.

had a gysiem of powrmnesnt il wiich
pvaer is mainly vegled in the figune of
et president. The ltior has becn pot-
trayed as above class differenoes, the
guardian of the “national intepesi' —whibe,
af course, ihe smmplovers and Satc's
reprissive forces have got on with the
ol a5 hefore.

But ihe right mun is necded 1o go
with ibe job. And swhile de Gaulls and
1o & lesser expent Pompidos filked the
hilll, there 15 pow pe candidate of mmole-
Iy slmiflar sty in whom ihe capitabnts
can bmesd Chelr gnest

Hemee the present canfusion in the
mnks of (he Govermmend parik:s—amd
the resultant opporunily for the partcs
al the working class,

‘COMMON PROGRAMME'

Miriorrand, Bowever, & Far (raif
pultisg forward the necessary, decisive
sofutions o the prisbleims faced by the
French workong class. On the conlrary.
ho and i Compunist Parcy olfies have
prosenbod o ‘coniimos programme’ whickh
womsipts mmply of a seres of peforms
incneased miinimam wage, nationaksation
of cermin corpotations, cic. This amaunis
i narthinig moee (han tinkering with the
worn-nut machinery of Guplalism, when
il should b thaorsn ot aliegether,

11 wgs im this sitastion thet oir Feench
pormades of Royge prapased Lhat the
Foress of che revidutiomary lell-—as well
2= he Umifhed Socialis) Party (P51 the
larpest politicul group o Lhe keln of the
Socizlisl and Communist Parties) should
maiind @ united campadgn around 2 ngke
cumdidal.

FRENCH CAPITALISTS
SPLIT OVER ELECTION

Such s candidate woiald symbolise the
necessily far the orgindsation of mdepen-
deny warking clas strugge 1o overthrow
cajitalinm, in comirast to the "parlkamen-
wary” approach of Miilestand and his
alifes, In this respect the name of Charles
Fizget, leader of the epic stragghs 4l the
Lip watch [aciory, wes suppested.

Hui although this ides received
stpeng sappart from a large number of
proups and individoals. it has peoved 1m-
possinle poonpganise n praciios,

Fersk af all the Workers' Struggle
group | Lutte Ouvrese ) anposmeed o
dependently that i1 woald be putring wp
ity member Arkctve Laguillen, i leading

Pgtre im ihe henk employees” stnke. Then,

Lzt Sunday, the PSU (ol which Page:
15 & imemhner) wated to full in bekind
et derrrarl.

Unless there an: any lasi-minu be
churpes ol béagt, (heicione, Rouge will be
putting [ooward Alin Krivine as (e awn
eandidaie,

IMPACT WEAKENED

1Twese diwisions will undnubredly
wuaken the impact of the revolibonary
laft im {he electianrs, This is all the moare
itlor b, sence 4 victory for Minler-
ranid woulidl apen up a sitvabion el
arparilieied cAgas canflict, in which the
mfluenos of the rovelutionary ell
waltld be-a vital fector in unabling the
warking class b merch forwand

But even of Mitcorrand doesi 't wiin,
thers can be nocdoabd thar the election
will ik 3 watetsked in the Bniory of
capitelist cule in Pramoe, leaving every-
thimg up for grehs inothe years abead.

4-.'*
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suEppoTTers rmn:had through central London last Sl.mdw in protest at police
repression in the Indian stawes of Bihar and Gujarat. The demomstration was organised by the Indien Workers'

Photo:  CHREIS DAVIES (Aeport]

Revolutionaries hounded in UnFree State

Revolutionary socialists in the Thub-
lig area have Taced u concerted cam-
puign of hurassment by members of
the Spocial Branch, and Gardn Sioe
hana {police} in the last few weeks.
O Friday 2% March the Speoial
Branch mided o fai in Dublin cecupl
ed by Fintan ¥allely, o member of
Lhe Pm:lplu"a. Democracy. Fintan was
arrested for “being & member of an
illegal organisalion’, snd pospars,
envelopee, a handkerchief painted in

Long Kesh, personal diaries amd
papers were laken, However even the
Dubkin Specials coupd not rig ug
case, and he was releasad.

Thes an | April a mentbeér ol e
Fuvoletionury Marxist Groap (Frish
Sericn of the Foarih Intermetlonal) was
jrivked s and lakén to g Gurda Sdadion,
witro ho was put inw cell and hedd For
pver two hawrs, Laiter anochier $MO0
membeE wWas sopged 15 hie car aid
ysiis oo
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In vach cas the guestbenlng wea
pkaoui the Peliticul Prisonums Repatristion
Cinimiliess, & boval Cll",l'ﬁﬂ'iiﬁﬂll'll'l aciive
in Dumn Laaphaire, near Dublin, Thi
PR recently beld nascoessiul pobiic
mueting in thy Lo, asd had el
sappart, BMG, PIx, ural Provizionok and
OlTicial Bepublivaos are nvakedd,

Th: aeblisary nuture ol ik lowas
apinst Bupublicars arul theis sappariers
in the Free Stacs wae indicated rocently
when a judps wariesd that possosan
af thy puinphiel 'Freaiom Scuggle by
the Provisiarzl TRA', could be constried
s evidenee of mesiershin of en ikl
argaaiaiion. He warnad line abdding
citizerms, who mighd want to teml ahoot
the viows of The Bapublivan Mosmnent,
that if they kad & copy they should
bsiim QL

Red
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Police ask firemen to
help them evict squatters
- and get two fingers

Firemen in Norifs Lomdon have refused to
bolp police in an sflempt 10 oV squaiton:
in 220 Camden Figh Street.

Sippesinjendenl Lockysar, of Kentsh
Town pobice station, asked the focal fire
bripgade on Wednesday for the e of thelr
ladders to pat palicemen on the toof of a
s i adjpodming Hawley Ciegeen [, Frosn
there they hoped to break in aml vase the
syaatics,

The response was short, and 1o the
psirit, Basd firerman Elgve Challemer after-
wards! “The leds cofused to do Jt. Tleers isa
Freat fear nmong fremen chat thev will be
used bn Lhis way. Bul '|'|-¢_||I$|'-I3'I|n.l'|'| WKL
o kmow, The next step woald be metling
up bo s WabET cobmona for croed
conirel.”

The Camiden High Streot squaltsrs are
not the caly oned I Lenden sdefyiog High
Court evicticn arders, Squatiers at the
D Stieet fuxury fots in Mayleic ane
also delying (the legalised ‘right” of speca-
latoes (o mpke people hoeneless, Instead,
they are demanding “Deeent Homes lo
ALLY

They nuve sotabipat agmoisng them.
elves for redivtance Bersivades bive becn
crecied, a rafa of sapparters from other
squintlers and lenarts proups will <lay in
1F sgpiats, and an anti-eviction flyving
picket has been orgamissd.

IF an artack occurs, suppore will be
dravn in through o mepsork of planes,
Ay sitemgel oo evict the squacters wall ke

tummed into 3 demonebralivn aminsd the
Epeculaiors,

T sopuatters tonk this stand - and in
the case of Dover S, they inclide
fnmifier- despite advice fmm somy Sippar-
fege v ‘avodd @ pomfrontation,’ Their
dafiance hasalemly pald off- Levy
Assnciates and Coo, who own e budlding,
seein 1o have postponed their sturted
pland
seEm ta huve postponed their stated plabs
io inypose the High Court onder oo Diover
5. o0 1 Aprid, They alvioisly want to
keep a low prolbile

Camden Tenancs Federation is sip-
pofting {he call for o pabile spguiny mia
the neeivities af Levy and Assdciites. As
copoerted laan weel, this demand hos won
sppore Fromyarious seetions ol te Taboug
pnoneend, They will press Camden Trodes
Caunci] tor take ap i demanid,

CANDIDATE

Az anther wie of wisming support
for the compaign, Maida 161 sguailers—
aitively inwolyed in [over 51, —kre2 1o pui
up 2 candidate far Westninsier Cily
il The -:audl.vaatr 15 10 e, LG
miember Piers Corbyne, 1

Ee witl demana Thit e Ladioar
Covernmend Telmpass thy st by
whblipatio on Counclis to house the hoane
texs, arid will put forward ways mowhich
ihe: Lalsoanr ierepnent can fizhy against
speznfatam, ond lowad couneild, b achivye
Bouing fag 41l

Paper sellers harassed

Pélice harassmend of rovelodionary
@oups contimees to mount,

After lnst month's roid of the Covent

r¥ IMG aoffices, which were system-
alicolly wrecked in the process, i

& mow evident that in at least two
areas there is o determined sliempi
by the polce and local authorities
to-foree left newspaper sellers off
thi streets.

In Bhefficld, three sellers of Red
Weekiy bove recently been arfested
in Castle Bquare on different occas-
ang and chargad wilh ‘ohslbmction’
The IM haz sold its paper io chis
sgquare For memy years, vel one of the
sellers has heen fined £3. An appeal
hese been lodped agsingt this senfence.

Tariq Ali, who coniested the _!l;rterr._lil'fe
eonstitpeney of Bheffied ln the el
eleciion, has wollen lo the Jocal bodies
ol ide: nbour movement asking them io
tnke up the wital question of pringiple
whick L imvalved - the right of all working
class organizations to discribuwee their
liturature, which i "blacked® by the tag
reiail newsngents. The AUEW discrict
commidiies B alrady takdng up the e
with Shoffedds chiel constalie.

In Braghton, the town ecuncil and
focal polioe and planideg (o pul an ond 10
4 praclivs which ix causing them consid-
crahie irritabion, Both the IMG and the
Inicmatiomal Secialists have repulas
Sarurday sabe of Hher newspapers on
lwar sireets svar the moin :.hnppgng
centres which are nor covered by hye
bws on ‘hawking anal 'touting’,

Bopeated harassment and threats have
already fomesd a nariber of socraliel paper
wrlderd off thuse sirests, and dthe council
nw wims e pat pald o e [MG aod 15
Iy e fending The Ly e-lows,

We keep getting these phone calls..

We keap getting these phone calls . . . Remember 3 Téw weaks sgoe, whan e gol & Eal|
froen tha Hauser of Cosmmans Libeary 7 11 soomad that the memibers kept domanding
o read Fog Masekly. 'Wall last week the Dopaitmant of Trade and Indusery phonees;
Tony Benn's capy was [ato—cowld they send-a car round to eoliect it?

Wi o'l claim to have much influsncs in sich circles, but It Bann comas oul in
fasous of natinnalbising the aircrabt indusiry ander sorkcers controd, you'll know

whare by grt the e,

Hut much mgre to the paimt, if we arg to meraass our resdership smargst
weadly impovian i people—llds rea unisnes, soudant activists, milstants in tho
ek community ete.—wa nee @ balie papar. Halp us to improve it—iard us &
damsiiion MO Uinkss wa smprave, ths naxt thing will b 8 esll feom 10 Dawming

Streat,

Sand donatsmons to Aed Woakly Fund Drive, 97 E-Il'ldld;.lﬂ Rood, London N1,

Wirth the mipport of the Kational
Coumeil for Civil Liberties aml orher
prosips, the [MG hes lagnched o mampaizn
nad anly Lo defend those-aneas sl
'Free’, ut fo-esinblish the sight 1o sl
amy whore-in Brightom withoa | restoe e

Lazt Sarnnday, o niass paper sale was
Arrked ool by sellers ol Red Weskfy,
Socilist Frorker, Fi'm.ﬂ'.rv.;"ﬂ.f.u:_p. ERpkon
Fadoe, apd o i Belt-aod commumicy
PRipETS, Thei.u sales will be cpnitnead
every weckehd, and backing Tot the
A paipm hmm‘!.rn.t- Freem Bonen Wallks, a
member af the el counctl, who szys:

W feel thal this proposed change tn
the byve-lpwr rabses serbous problems Tar
coimunily actian groups and politicad
organisaticns wanting the democratl
Tght 10 gell papens expresdng chedr
particular poimt of view, '

The finad desision skawe the chimge
in the bye-laws rests with the Home
CifFiee, and Wallis has pramised that he
will prodest to the Home: Searetaty on
tezhalf af the Labouwr group an the
council,

Ernest Mandel
to tour Britain

Eruest Maodel, leading spokesman

Tor the Fourth International and

Marxist theoretician, will be touring

Britain beween 22 and 38 April. He

will be spraking on Eurcpe in Revolt.

The following meetings have been

amranged:

GLASGOW: Monday 22 April.

McLellan Galleries, Sanchichall 5t..
T H p.m.

LEEDS: Tuesday 23 A.pnl Bukery

“Hall; off Tribute, Leeds Polviechnie,

.30 p.m,

m

MAMNCHESTER : Wednesday 24 April,

Small Hall UMIST Siudents Union,
7.30 p.m.,
BIEMINGHAM: Thursday 25 April,
Digheth Civie Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Mectings are glso to be held in the
following towns. Time and place will
be announced in flad Beakiy,
COLCHESTER: Friday 26 April.
OXFORD: Saturday 27 April,
CANTERBURY  Sunday 25 April.



