HE ULSTER LOYALISTS HAVE WON. THE

two-week general strike has forced Brian Faulk-

ner, leader of the Umonst Party, to withdraw from

the ‘power sharing” Northern Ireland Executive, leav-

ing only the SDLP holding the rags and tatters of the
Sunningdale agreement.

This 15 the end of Brtish impenalism’s present
attempt to reform the reactionary Ulster “statelet’ by
cooking up o deal between a section of the pelitical
hosses. the capitalist Southern Government, and the
pro-imperiabist pohticians in the Catholic community,
designed to leave British domanstion mtact, It s the
end of 'the Sunmingdale formule.

The lovalisis have srized the initiavive. It s oor yer clear
whether they will continwe the strike until the British gran
new elections, oui of which the reowmn of an wlta-reactionary
regime along the lines of the old Stomaont Government would

]

b certabs. Bul b any eweni the loyvalists have taken a lope
siep towards this goal

British imperabism's plins have collapsed. The Labous
Cowernment can now either bepin the proces of withdrowing

Ivermenl b leeland, Tirst ool ail

hy wilthdraw
gt roops, or under the cover of ‘dinect rule,” |Lean go on

R PR | 4 T . [ 1 the Tevitisrs alliwanz tham teo
divide Irefand

from podiflcal (e

nalFnct the sectarians institutions which
and s
[he loyalists are now mare folly mobilised and eonfident
than ever belore. This means that the cathodic ghettoes in-the
Sorth of
atiacks.
[he Government will never smuash the cathelic-struggle
which has thrown Brinsh mmperalizn inlo crisis - Bar by allow-

EFI&D Wk g cinss

Ieeland fage the very real threal of vigiows sscitarian

g the army (0 confinie thetr attacks an the arrmed frganisial
ions of the catholic workers, 11 incréases the risk of sectarian
aitucks by the loyalists all the thine.

British workers must siep up the fight tor 'troops out.
[0 physically defend the catholicoworkers, the loyalist sorkers
must bé iEolated miblilariy and palitically by the combine
political force of the Southem Irish republican and workers’
novements and theintermatinral workers' movemant.

The Southern ruling class, tied as il is to British imperia
lism will not defend ihe cathalic commuenitizs nothe North,
It refuses 1o even think abowr sending the Irish Army to the
Morth and locks up thoss who actually orpanise the ammed
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defence of the catholic communily - the 1RA,

Massive mobilistions in the South are nesded to lift the
repressive caws against the IBA. The rank-and-file of the army
should be wrged 1o prepare 1o defend the aorthern ghetioes, no
ratier what orders the Government gives them.,

The silence of Britigh workers over Ireland s taken by
Jovalists as u sign of support, and can only strengthen their
conlidence in their reaclionary coorse.

The British working class must be mob ilisad 1o isolate them
politically, 1 must support the republicaon cause, as well as
stepping up the demand for the withdrawal of troops, and it
should prepare to send material aid to the catholic ghettoes.

LCOMMUNITY

AN “Ad Hoce Comnidtdes For reblef en soti-Undonist oreas” in the Sax
Counties was sel up bst Sunday al a meeting in London atiended by
debiza e aigd oharrvers from the TMG, Internationsl Socaliss, Workers
Fighi, the Revolutionary Comemunist Group, Poople’s Demacracy, and
s mimber of other organisviEens

Sieps are hoing taken o set wp o central information agency: (o poo-
vide repuris on fhe sifuatien in e Norh snd 0 begin an immediate
political camprign on the issue of reliel. A provisonal organdsing
commities will co-otdinafe moves io ger sid and sofidarity From the
Irigh ComumuEnicy asd (ead e dmdon movensent,

The meeting also decided to approach the Trooeps Cut Movement
in d lacugs praciical co-speration on tlis isme,

A public meeting is being organised by ihe Committes fur T hursday
6 June., Further defails can be obtained from 98 Gifford Steeet.
London, M. (01807 T182).

“Threshold’ cash for all'

LAST WEEK brought a big shock for Britain's asses, as the oost-of-
living figures triggerad the threshold agreements’ negotiated under Phose 3

not once, not twice, but three times!

The % million workars who werg able 10 win this eoncession 3us had the
[0} per cent rise in the cost-of-living over the past seven months parthy offeet
by an extra £1.20 in their paypackets. With the cost-ofdiving cising ar the
presend rate, the thresheld will now be topped at least once 3 monch Jike

clockwork,

Lection [ exrended ta cover all forms
ol siate benelit -dole, secial security.
supplenentany benefits, penmaons and
wident granls.

This = the csll thar shonld go ap
from &l quarters of the rade wnioen
movement, In the shsenes af such
ibecivive selicn by Lhe “eaders’ of the
Labour mov=ment, militants shaald
wark owands the maximum degres of
diired and codrdinated aclion in Lhe

Nurses step up fight

Labour's decision fn se=i up n special
i.nq_1|.ir1_," ini o narses’ pay has not
siopped the nomes pushing ahead:
with their stroggle.

Demonstrations and indusirial
action conlinue across the COLUNITY,
and one af the narses’ uniong, Lhe
Confederation of Health Service
Employees (COHSE), has called on
165 75 Q) members Lo Thar abod-

the inguiry

Bt the inguiry sEIL kolils ils dangers.
All the uakaens, and rhe Raval Collegs of
Nursmg | RENI, heves accepted the mguiry,
Jespdie The Caet thal i1 b based on “special
case’ plending which will argae that the
rmuraed ang "diflersnt’ Troan the pezl of the
warking cless. This manceuwre by the
Labkenur Crovernement has already sececedsd
in sowing dizcord anteng the marses
organisaizme, with WUPE and the BCR

I'his has brovght home to the |5
million workers in the cowniry
whose paypackets do not have
even this limited sfeguord the
urgency of winning duch prorac-
tion

The Pay Bozard kas caled that only
thi=shakd sgrezments negotiated
bedan: Lhe nexd ser af Lpares zre pub
lished m late June w100 bz ellpiale far
full back4lated payment ol the thresh
odd invreases 5o for many tride
unzonsts e lpht = on v Doras Lhis
poncessitn qul of thair harsss wachin
e pext New weeks

The while-vollas unxon APEX is
calling for the negotiaticn af threshold
agresments o caver all 178 megbers,
and 1& reparted 1o by considesing o werivs

ol ops-day scopnages to back wp rhis
d=mand

I Covpoley workers 21 the éngta-
eering lirm af Wickman's—an sirtke far
a bick=datad threshodd agcoement
covering the entire vorkforce - ane
Elanming & toup of Tocal Taelorics Lo Ly
arl mabilize suppor:

Mawes are alrcady anderway m the
Cayentry Diciones ol the GEC cam-
Birs: (0 w'in thresholl apneernsnls For
thE compa I1'_|-':-| |G 0 gl workens.

All workers chearly need mmediuce
protection of thelr wapes azaineg infly-
taan. The TUC shoukd be making im
mied late plans Fer consiried industeizl
action - ap Looord including a peneral
snpdke —ro force all conalovers Lo prani
immedate rhresheld agreemenca. They
shiaald alse be déemanding Ul this pra-

strupple for these claims.

Jednl plans Tar dationsl action
shouwld he made betwesn ol the malar
wndens, pinl meedines shacld he halld
n the districr fevel, brndes conells
shezald be planning lozal conlemesces an
the [azh | b delend woges against infle-
Cloiy, and Fal slisp stevwand s meotines
shaald immediately ke held 4o ptan
sebpont i idividwal workplaces

Thraueh ncixm such aa this
Phrsshak] szrosmonts can be exiended
L the enrite working class, gnd 4
misjor sbep Laken Losard s cetzhlishing
Bl pratection For working peopsHle 'y
ircame ggainst inflizwn

SEE 'FOR A SLIDING SCALE
OF WAGES!" BY ERNEST

MANDEL, pp: 4-5.

nursing duties and owerome’ i sop-
port of the demand foran inferim
wward of 06, pemding Lhe report of

attacking COHSE's 'trresponskiling.

{continued on back pagal
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Fascists call

demo

for

day of NUS

meeting

THE NATIOMAL FRONT

ks called & provocstive natioml
demonstration in London on
Saturday 15 June, the day the Nai-
iomal Undon of Students will discuss
its ‘No Plutform for Racists’ palicy.,

The MUS Executive, in deciding
to put down an amendment exche-
ding the ‘disruption of meatings,
in imiplementing the policy, has
encodraged the tascises to make this
open challengs . The National Fron
mist e answered by 3 massive re-
endorsemeni of the policy that the
wirzright must be stopped by any
meEang necessary | and by a massive
counter-mobilisation of anti-fascists
from the trade snion and stedent
movements.

Miltanis in Preston set an exam-
phe last Wodnesday (21 May), when
ihey slopped an NF meeting, at
wivich ax-boy Nazi, Mariin Websler
mad billed 1o speak. Ower 200 antl-
fmscistn, from IMG, 15, LPYS, and
iwo kocal college Socialist Societies,
Enked srms oulside the pub booked
For [he mesting. The police charged
e pickel, and arrested two demon-
o, bot, in the end, had to tell
thee NF [0 cahicel their mesling

Thsme 13 an obvious need for
edocation about fasciam and racim,
and the oeed to smash them. A con-
fevence along these Hnes was ongani-
gl @i Brumel Universily, West Mid-
diesax, on 18 May, by Hillingdon
Tieades Couricil, the local Community
Belstions Council, and Brunel Unbver-
sty Students Union.

There was general agreement
amsosgst the fifly left-winpers and
trade unionists present with the
MUS “No Platforin® resaletion

A furlher meeting has heen called
for 4 June, to discus practical
imitistives by the forces which wers
umifed by this conference.

Students at Kent University have
‘moied with approval” the MUS
policy. At a General Meating on
Wednesdoy 8 May, they passed by o
five toone maporily o resolution
recOpmising:

1. Thai openiy ravist or [ascist
organisations such as the National
Froni, Monday Club pose n direci
threat to the erganizatlons of the
wiorking class and of blacks because
their pims invalve the smashing of
these nrganisafions,

2. The imeressed wse hy the mling
clnss, both throngh legislative anad
unn-ju—gislnfivh menns, of racism a9 a
taa] fo dividé the working class
miYeEment .,

3. The mature of organisations
anch as SPUC and Life who not only
hinve right-wing sssacistions bl
propagate keas aboui motherhood,
the In mily amd sexuality that threaten
the struggle of women for equality
amd Irbératun.,

The resolution went on to urpe:

That in ordeér 1o coantér {hese
organisations it i necessary to deny
them a platfonn, (o prevenl any
member of these organisations, or
individusls known (o expose similar
views {rom speaking in the colleges
h_r wiglewer mexns NECEEary.

The resolution also pledged that
no fxscisl or racest literature would he
permitied on compus and that there
wounld be assistance for Individuals
imvolved in implementing the pa-l_'ic:,'_

This is the kind of militant en-
dorsement which must he counters
posed to the NUS leadership's
attempis to find an esca pe-route,

S o g

Mational demonstration on 19 May boosted strike—further action can .furua. '1.'.&!3 T Qive official ha.dr..ing
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NEW SUPPORT FOR
IMPERIAL STRIKERS

The strikers ot Imperial Typewriters
in Leicester remain confident of
victory,

The manapgement’s sacking of a
mumber of them has not led to 2

-election

highlights

fascist menace

LAST WEEK'S by-election in the
East London constituency of New-
ham Souoth should serve to reinfacee
the cuse of those fighting to deny
racists and fascizts o public platform.

The Mational Front eandidate in
Newham South was able to increase
hiz proportion of the yore froom the
% tvé racetivesd in the peneral election
to L 2%, pushing the Torw candidate
inder Fourth place

The low level of politicsd con-
carn in s soludly Labour s=at was
reflected in a very low furnaul al
wOLars—ual over 259, Beciuase ol
this tow turpout the Mational Front's
increased proportion of the vobes did
Dot répregedl an increase in the
fspmber of votes it recelved - in face
thiz deopped Trom 2500 to 1700

But thiz only serves to shafpen
the warning. Whai is important abour
the election Tesult is precizely fhe
NE's swcees in turning oat its vol
ars at a time of ganerally low politis
al inderest, Omly abour a thicd of
those who had wailed for the three
main paries Bothered to vode in this
br-election, but more than two-
thirds of the NF"s voless weni to the
poalls

Thie shows that the NF 5 much
more than a flash in the pan, 11 s

ot just getting the casual suppaodd of
contused or disgrontled voters, [ts
suppariers are sulficiently commitied
to the “ideals” of the WF, and aware
of the importance for the orguniss
tion's image ol o good alecloml pei-
formance, 1o po-to the polls while
their Tory, Liberal and Laboda
nzighbours atay al hame,

It is only a short step from chis
kind of elecioral supporl to the
argomisation of o real mass base for
the Mational Frone. 1f they can ne-
complish Chat, we will reslly have the
nuclens of a fascist sisiking Toree on
our hands in Beitain.

However. such @ base cannol be
orgaised through =lectinns and the
fallot box plome—it reguires wida-
gpread open and public activily hy
the WF. i is for this reascn that the
‘no platform’ campaign becomes
more wrgenl than aver,

We must remember (hat the
choca 15 nodl belween fighting the
fasrists and “free speech’. 1t is bel-
ween lighling the fascists sowe
before: they hewe scguiced any innss
influende ar suppart from g sub-
stantial sector of the ruling class, o
having to fight them after chey have
become an effective siriking force
and gone onbto the offensive against
the workers® movement,

return o work —they have owrer hall
the Asian workers supporting the
strike, and confidently expect to
ol Mo e oul,

They are also being supporred by
Agian shop stewards at other Leices-
ter factories. Benny Bunsse, who is
assisting the stokers, told the
Letcesier Mercury that: “About | 000
other T&GWL members Crom fachos
rieg in Leicester nre prepared to take
induatrial action in support of thoss
il lemperinl,’

STRIKERS' DEMANDS

Tl strikers are demanding higher
Eirus pavmente, and an <nd 1o THLILLE -
mail chéling vn the karus sehemes, an
end 10 discrimination aginsd Aslans, a
mowe lowards eunl pay for wamen, anid
elaction of shop stewards.

The atrikers msist that thsirs is nac 4
racial dispage, bat 3 Agho For ads wnien
princigles. They have refscbed 2 proposes
Eace Relations Hoard engquicy ile the
factary

Howover, there is very little sappact
[or the strike amoan g whiee workeri-
wiin have benefiteed foom manapement
diserimination - amd these has baen g
shamelol attitude te rhe sieike Proon ke
majority of the labuar mesement in
Lewester, The Lescosrer Trades Counctl
lorinstanee, has refused on g wechnbcadicy
ta hear & spokesman Irom the strike
cammitioe.

ROULE OF UNION

Mzny peaple have conarentsd on the
sinke’s shmileridies to that at Mansfeld
Hosiery Mills, andantoriknaiely b role
of the Transporl and General Warkzrs™
Lmian khere fbgs bhecn Very dintdlar T sHar
ol the Mationn! Tmiar of Heslery aind
Emitmear Workert o Beoaslicld.

The T&G conference passed 4 splendid
resplutlog npainal racism: bat the record
ol ite loval alfizinls e Imperial sunks.
ez IMsrrbct Secretary Mr, Gieorge Brom-
Ry told the strikers that there was 1o
questian af making the strike affizinl
i they had nor gone thikcugh Che

propur chamnels But he himssl has re-
fused rooenll b hranch mesting sntil the
‘attmospbere iz cealer, Lo unnl tle sivike.
iz qawer

Rep Weaver, Lhe coavenor al Ingperial-
whin has refiased 10 accepr nominatians
Por Asdanis for shopr = 10 waid posia—ald
Lhe Lefoeerer Meropry on 9 Maw thatl hs
“waizld be prepared o WK ro anvbhody
excepd Mr. MLC Pasel; amd Mo Hazmiokh
Bbwan | two of the ebnke leaders|, whe
Tz said had ferminatsd thadr contraces amd
were na lpager empiord by che compamy,”
Maw that all the strikers aivs Boen spcked,
Wesver can'l talk do them sjihe

CALL FOR ENQUIRY

When rhe srikers marched on the
TG elfives on 17 May, Bramley's
idvice was simple el back o work.”
He fald them that the vnsd majorizy
weald b dldmed Lo relorn wkeen e
made represeninlions o £he compuny.
b rRar fiere s e o pengsiderabie
mermiber whish e cominaiy afll nod R
IR RRTET ) SIS,

The strixees apa-bo pevol amaingt Oss
hurenioratic dommatian. At g spesial
ntesg ol e 5221 branch of tie
T&G, culled om 10 May despive Bromiey's
refusal - convene i efficially, they
decided that ualess Bremley and Werver
stpport their demands rhey will elect &
comenstive al the nesl branch meeling to
engilie n e cheic canduct

The stare-al pflwic=in branch 30221
el b loaked noo by the FRG; and
Lhe demaecratic right ol the Asizns 1
st sJoop Blewands niinan be peatini laad,
Ceher T&Ce branches must demand that
thas sbrike 14 made olficial and that an
cnnuiry he aunched inra the behavios
ol ke Bocal clEciads

Tl srpakers well Be organising a bbby
of Transpors Fease in Lenidon, this
Freday 131 Ma¥lal DL aon. 17 the TE&G
daes mar act, ther the ssaluton i1
pasesd ol ibs Lasl comlersnce gmimst
raciplism hecomes i joke - and ajoke in
wery bad Tasre.

Ancraw lansins

Drarations aud mestager of mp
POEE L |'l.'1,r.':'rin'|! Sirike Cammiiies,
42 Hurrer Roed, Leicester

Mass
picket
planned
for Essex
trials

Red Weakly 2 May 1074 Fagr 2

There will ba [irm sctian 1o defend fhe
104 stmdents who weee arfesied on the
picked lines at Essex Umiversiny in March,
This wes decided by a Gesdral Meeting of
the Exsex Stwdents Lniom on 23 Mar.

The meeting dvipied an 1ML propazal
Tor a mass picket of trode wnioniscs and
stadents when (hose arresled appesar in
court on 24 June. [t also agreed toozncatn-
nge student uniens [|'.rul.l:_d'ml.ll Heitain la
taks salidarity action on char day,

The Communist Parny and "Broad Lelt'
sappariers atpiptd For g takon delepape
pleket autside the canrr, Bul U majorily
af the mesiing sgreed with an IMG cam-
rads who said:

“The atlempt of the Lalvenciy admiri-
stratien amd the police bt sminsh the sh-
denle’ ability to argonise fag be Ler condi-
Liars isu s pn of what b insiore not only
fior spadan s bul Car the trade amian moes-
I L A massive respanse fo aluden
pickels bhans dragsed thaaleh the coorts
mist b prnerated throughasi'the whiols

Iab=our and student movemenis.

The meeting &lso agreed Lo argamise 2
speaking lour ol ather studenc yndons, a-ul
Lo prepare a pampilel oo Lhe case. This
will deal with the whole sequence of evenrs
al Essex sinoe the recupguion o Meremher
far bwer renis and prices, ond betrer fac-
litdes. Bt was this occnpation which spurk-
i off the administration's diszplinary
sylion apainst 35 sdudans,

The Union’s delegnies ro the LS son-
lerence on 15 Junie woere mandated o fight
L& sl the KUS Executive to miciabe & nat-
comal campaign do delence of che 104, und
any otber students vic pislsed for thedr part
in rhe prants CHImIpRig.

The meeting also declded o end ihe
pickar whech had hlackuded the trades =n-
tounce ta the Linivers v loes 60 expud
shans af sludens hegan three manths g,
The mass pieker wan 1he n-insttemens af
0 ar The sapulbed stwdends, ned DAz mads
i1 hepusssible Tar the rghl wive of the D
weTaly Eobate L push thintmigh even Ladglh-

er disciplinasy procedurss.

The studerrs f21f that rle picket bnd
feen weakaned by Ow contiomed police
dllacks, and that wrrh the rearinge of
exams Phes partlcular tactic had achieved
Ak nbuch as il could at chis strpe,

Ihar the srropels i By s ibsins s,
The Linion has committed icseld to nesian
1T bl third expelled student 13 nop pe-jn-
stafed fallcwdng fis sppeal in booe wesks’
thme. 1 will also comtinae the baycorr arf
thes Timiwersine sinie,

Az one militank explpined: T in-
crease in the granl, woo by actians ke
thase at Oxlord, Essex and Koot i no
gand IF prices conlinue (o cacker., We miasi
madnbain out fighe azainsr hipghsr prbcsis on
campis,”

Enanirieyand regrests for speaters
shondd’ e SeRT fo; The Fresident, Seipre-
e ol Freer Sruderis’ Lipfon, [#iesros
Park | Coleieined. Boex fphoge: §200-
Sl 4d)

Fatnlaen Francis

FUND DRIVE
Let's shock 'em

The polics pick=g up and searcned o
Landan MG regenéer 80 Tha way O the
Eegnk thia week, A5 a result, they know
what was Collected Tor this Bmd Hanak fy
Fund Drive in Londan,

Let's glva tham & big shack next time.
L#t"s show that we an fight far our pali-
tlos, ardl get 1ha FestdareaE to beolk up that
Tight.

Huzh vous monay to: Aed Wdekily
Furd Drive, oo 9F Calrdanian Faacl,
Eorsdan 1

S0 far o2 Fees reerived: Fardy —
£E6.60, Camdan — £6.90, Hadknay - E4. 70,
Lewsham - £3, Wanedsaorth — £4,78, and
Kilbirn — £31. ! =
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WHY SUNNINGDALE COLLAPSED

THE SUNMIMGDALE AGREEMENT
has collapsed of its own contradic-
tions. |i consisted of a series of intrie-
ately linked illusions, and when one
of these was seriously challenged its
downfall was inevitable.

Wilson and his Irish Secretary
Merlyn Ress had based their strategy
on the gssumption that whal was
happening was just a rough patch
in the implemeniaiion of Sunning-
dale, and that if they balanced delic-
ately enough between the contending
forces it would pull through.

For this reason they were reluc-
tant to take decwive actson against
the Jovaliat strike, only being pushed
into half-measores by the SDLP.
This reluctance was most clearly
demonstrated {n Derry when warkers
weTe trying fo gei to work without
Ll benefit of Len Murray, and his
TV cameras. The Army refused io
dismantle loyalist barricades, and
even fiped rubber bullels at the

workers when they refused to dis
perse]

The crisis of Sunningdale
reflected the aplit in Unionism
baged on the conflict of desp-rooted
seonamic interesis. The sections of
the bourgenisie whose invest menis
are most Lied wp with British capital
support Britain's attempts to reform
ihe Stape, and move towards 5 new
deal with the South of Ircland. But
there isa vast social layer bagad on
small capital, tied up in family
businesses ond small farms. They
oppese reform, and want fo main-
tain the old status guo.

PROTESTANT WORKERS

Sepurite from these two groaps s
thie protestant working class, which
holds & virluzl monapoly on the
skilled joba, and has benefited from
the privileges dispensed by the
protestant ascendancy. Their domina-
tion hy ssctananism, and total lack
of any independent working clas:
political tradition means that these

workers can only acl within the terms
of refercnce set by one of the two
mirin bourgedis bkocs, 1t was their
almost inevitable support for the
anti-Sunningdale forces which
donmed the plan from the start.

AL the Assembly elections Lhe
Fauwlkner Unionits, on an ambiguaous
platform, won about 50% of the
identilinbie protestant votes. But as
the implications of the British White
Paper on the Tuture of the Morih
became clear, and the powersharing
Exccutive was formed , Faulkner's
support crumbled, He lost control
of the Unionist Party, and then had a
generil glection throst apon him by
the crisis in Britain. He won a
mete 0% of the profestant vole

Meanwhile, at the grass rools Lthe
bovalists were reorganming, and a
new Lougher leadership was emenging.
In Februpry 1973 the Loyallst Assocl-
alion of Workers had called a one-
day strike agninst the White Paper,

In n confrontation with the British

Phato: PETER HAARAP {Regan |

- |

The Price sisters — s wed| 35 Tour sthar Irish prissnars on hunger strike = aro now inoa eritical condition. The latsst situation was

&+ 1

ouitlined 2t & prass conference on Monday might by {1 to rd Mrs Fesney lmother ol hunges giricer Hughl, Claire Prece (sister of Dolours
mnd Marion), and Mrs Price. & pigket calling for the hunger strikers’ re-patriation to ireland is baing hald svery night ac & pm outside

Foy Jenkins’s house in Ladbroke Sguars, W.11, snd thers will be s ealiy ard manch this Sunday, starting from Speakers Corner at 3 pm.

THE TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT

- how to

The ' Troops Cur' demend fus been
token pp by reactionary elerenis—

the left will be tainred i it does the
TR,

It muddled reacticnares make
this demand {1 is bemuse of the sue-
ceas of the anti-imperialist strupgle
in Ireland. Their screnm ol pain i3
the first aign of a possible split in
hourgeois politics. We must fight
thear anbl-lresh chauvinsm, bug ey
to widen that split, and use the
heightenad interest D get across
cir regsons for getting the troops
o,

A British wil hdsawsl would elim-
Inate a powerful barrier to the ad-
virnce of Uhe Irish strupgle, and maks
it wasier 1o deatroy the Southern
tuling zlass, and the Orangs sscen-
dancy.

If reactionaries want the same
Lhing, thal i% their contrasdiction,
not ours,

Toe TOM will ivcegtably come un
dgains dhe problem af fi eriinude 1o
the arpeed srrnggle, fr mat iirmedt-
arely adopt e porivion of wolidariy
with rhe I1RA

It isgelf-evident thal it 5 ool
necessary to suppori the IBEA 0 o=
del to support the withdneal of the
troops and sell - lerermination for
Ireland, eapociady wlicn this is mot-

ivated on che basis of the mepressive
implications fosr workers in Britain of
what iz happening in [relond

IL 15 irue that such 8 compaign
inevitably raises the queation of the
[[A, hul it also enghles thai =
tion to be answered. Bringing into
focus the links between the Irish
strupgle and the struggle of the Bril-
aly working class makes it much
eagior to pet workers te wndersiand
why the |EA deserves our support.

The TOM will win moce peaple 1o
sulidarity with the [TRA in sl sonths,
than 1he ‘sobidarity first” merchants
have done Lo Cour years,
Yes, we chowld heve a fFroo s out
mobement, bt i showld derrard Fhat
rie froaps e remlaced B o work e’
mitiie, Paved an ke rade urior
RIGFERIERT. i fhe Narth of Frefond,

When the people whe supporl Uhis
argurnent define the political alms
of & ‘workers’ militia’ we will be ghte
ter tel]l whether or notb 11 s 0 Senous
propngition.

I it aimes te advance the progre:s
of the Irish peopde towards nariona
freedom and sociglism, it will hove
to flghl the inafority of trade wrian-
ey in the Mortch of Ieeland, a5 feceal
cverils anow.

e defends the privilepsd posit-
ion of the lowalist aristocracy of
lnhour, which i what the majority

GAVIN ROBINSON answers some objections raised on the left.

of trade unionists in the Morth of
Irefand want, it will have to tight the

advince of 1he rest of the lrsl people.

Tiee hext wary 00 pet Hhe APy oul 4
Io weaken i from within, by working
for trade union righrs for saldiers,

The hest way to get the Army owl,
ir by helping derervers to areape from
1ix clhitohes,

The struggle Tor civil and trade
unicn Hghis for soldiers 18 an impor-
tant means of wnderimining the army
A% an instroment ol cliss rule, Bot
there i= no reason to asanme chat
soldiers thrown into the Irish holo
caust must po through the stage of
trade wnion conscrushes befons
they break with the army,

It was the oxperience of the fac-
tory which led to the growch of
trde unions, the anmy is & gaite dif-
ferent proposition. Becanse of the
wiy in which discipline cperates, and
becanse snldiers are deliberately cut
olf from the rest of society, opposil-
inn usually takes the form of indiv-
jdusl actinn

That means that desertion isa
mare realislic proposition than
tuilding a trade union Tor most
soldiers whio reject the Arms s epres-
sive Teledn Ireland, Bur wnless sol
diems helieve Lhal they witl have a
Future which-% more tolzrabls than
contided sepdes, no Setificant

Army five men were kilked, one of
them a protestant fireman. The
prodesiant population sank back in
disarrav—they wera pol prepared
for such a confrontation with the
ATy,

BOLD ACTIONM

Ap this point Lhe pro-Sunningdale
forces had their most fayourable
apportunity to win over the protes-
tunl workers, But they did nothing,
apart from a weak appeal during
the General Bleation, by Samly
Sentt of the Northern leeland Labour
Farty, He uwrged the profestant wotk-
ers Lo give ap part of the ascendancy,
im return for the Arilish pacronage
nacamary to maintain Morthern Irih
heavy indusiry, k

But it was far too late, The Ulster
Workers Council had already arisen
from the ashes of LAW, and “hard
men® af the clandestine Tlster
Yoluntesr Force hnd stiffened the
backboneg of the open pams-mililary
organisations such as the Lilster
Defences Amocation. With the *moral”
victory of the general election the
loyalist workers were riady for bold
aetion

The cureent general sirike was
initiated by the loyvalist workers, bat
ina closs alliance with loyalist
middle-clazs and bourgeais forces,
When it becama clear that the proces-
tant middle class was behind he
strike, Faulkner had litche choice
bt to reslen.

Catholic npposition to Sunning-
dale had also grown steadily. The
SDLF, in the absence of any zub-
stontinl Republican challenge at the
polls, won 83% of the cotholic vota
al the Ass=mbly clections, represent-
ing 22% of the total poll, They won
23,2% of the total poll at the general
clection, but they received a sub-
stantial preportion of middle-clasa,
pro=Sunmingdale, vored. Their elec-
toral suppart amangst carholics
actually declinsd,

Buot the real polilics of the
cathollics are expressed in the sireais,
They yoled SHLPF only because chey
hoped for immediate reliet’ from 1he
British Army and inlermment,

BLATANT REPRESSION

Instead the repression has never
relaxed, and the elToris of 1he

numbers will *vote with their feet’
against the [rish war,

Thai means that what happens
outzide the Army is at present more
imporiant Ehan work aimed diteclily
at the ranks of the Army, If, in
addition to the hlows struck by the
IR A, soldiers come to believe thal
larpe sections of public opinion o
Britain no longer suppart the Irish
wat, the ‘cop-out’ rate will increage
dramatically.

S at this stage we should con
centiale on work outside the Army,
although anvone wha decided to
prepare now Lo assisn desercers would
be dodng a valuable job.

The main demong showid bea fil af
Fightr ro puaranies democreiic riglis
o the minarioy (e the Noreh of fre-
lznd,

We shotild be demanding rhe
repedl of the Emergerol Frovisions
Jet, which {5 the barls far ot of
phe repregrior (0 tie Sarrl of fre
Lareed,

If the Labour Gowernmenl cinnot
even-enloree the Tull imglemencation
of the Council of Irelend, who i=
going to enlorce the Bl of Rights?

History has showwn {hat Marthern
Irelansd connat b reformed. Any dim-
mution in the seclurian basi of the
Stute challengss the wary reason for
irs exiztence. The civel riphts moee

Army bo ool oul Lhe TEA iy
succeedad in uniting the catholics
hehind the Republicin Mavemenl,

The capitulation of the SDLF on
the guestion of the full implementa-
tion of the Council of lrsland was
prosbably their last fatal mistake. It
wag presenied s o concession Lo Lhe
Toyalisls, bl it was woching of the
kind. Faulkner was never in fawour
of the Tull Council. He wanted to
maintain as much of the old set-up
in the MNaorth & the British Govern-
ment would aceept.

The Debiin Governmenl knows
that it cannot golve the crizis in the
North and will strenunusly appose
a Britizh pull-cut. Despite the komb-
ings in uklin and Monaghan, the
increased Tepression against Repub-
licans ard the broad popular resent-
menl over such issues as e Price
gisters, there is no sigrilicanl
opposition to the pro-British policies
of the Coalition and the muin appos-
itiom party Fianna Fall

If there iz a pogrom ngeinst the
catholic ghalioes in the Morth,
thate could be broad mobilisations,
demanding that the Gorernment
amisl the catholics. Bul il is unlikely
that this wounld seriously undermine
the Coalition's strategy.

MEXT TO LAST CRISIS

Whalever the Labour Government®s
response to the present crisis, it will
be followed hy 8 new exploson af
catholic opposition.

If the Army breaks the sirike the
cal holics will be cacouraged by the
defeat of the lovalists, who would he
frngmenied and demoralised, and
probably rendered incapable of furth-
et remslance,

If they fry to sit out the strike
until it collapses of its own contra-
dicticns, there will still be mass
support behind & renewed Republican
ol fensive.

If they capitulale to the sirkars,
they will not only spark off flaming
reseniment amongsr Lhe catlvolics,
but they will alse vndermine the
position of the Southern Crovernment.

The present crigis s probably not
the Last in the 300 yeurs of Ireland’s
British prohiem—but it could be
the next to last.

BO3 PURDILE

ment in rhe late sixties proved be-
vond & shadow of doubt that the only
rosad £ progress was the smashing al
the Morthern Irefand State.

And singe the Brilish Government
cunncl aeeepd the destruction of
the Siale, the role of the British Army
i8 to stand in the way of progress,
Thal is why the Emefgency Provisions
Act wag passed, and the Bill of
Rights rejected.

Clearly thuse who now colnler-
poge the Bl of Righta to the demand
tor troop withdrawal hawe failed fo
draw the lessons of hiswory, Their
failure ovee five years to make any
impaet on the British [nbour moves
ntenl ubderlines the fubility of thelr
position.

But there are people wlio want
to combine the troops withdrnwal
and the Bill of Hights demanda. [§
would be sectarlan for the TOM to
taject joinl work with such peaple,
in building support for the withdzowal
of the troogs,

But the position ol These peaple
i eontradictory, [n the final aoalys-
i5, rhe demand for the British Govern-
me=nl Lo lepislate reform is neigher
practical, nor compatible witk the
complere withdrawal of Brivish fm-
serialism from Ieelind, seehich is the
bogival nutzomes of the TOM's dem-
wrcls ol trosops odl revur and sell-
determitution

Frd Wanakly
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