PAPER OF THE INTERNATIONAL MARXIST GROUP (BRITISH SECTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL)

ATIONAL HEALTR-
WORKERS MUST

PRICE 5p

11 JULY 1974 No 60

TAKE CONTROL

After thirteen hours of |11:|-|.|I:|Ivi:-cli...le;=I with the British Medical
Association Mrs Castle has come out with » sell-oul formula.
Put bluntly, the scttlement megns status gue, There will be ne
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BACKS CHILEDEMO

SUPPORT i mouwntug rapldly for the
| 5 September demonsirulion rn.Lrhulg
the first annversary of the bioody
overthrow of the Allende governmens
in Chile. The Labsour Pariy Mational
Executive Commitiee has decided Lo
ipomnser ity the TGWL, AUEY and
MEIPE nre giving support ; and hundreds
of leeal trade union bodies, incloding
several NUM areas, have pleidzed
actlon.

Auch o big esponss by the
British labowr mowvement in solidacity
wilh an internutional wotking class
stTugple has not cocarred for wcars,
Deleganes ar Last Saforday s Chiie
Solidarity Campalen confercocs
Tecogniaed Tl asg an imporkian

viclory for ths campaign.

Hur the strugegle is ool over by any
means, The Lataur Gavern meat con e
o pive Uplomatic recopaiiien Lo the
Chilean junte. Discassion an snding 1he
Jusen maliran spaee iy i.:l.n.-"lljl‘.'lu'lll;';. Xu
Labaur acticn has been laken an the bar-

Caarras borfure trials being sarned out by
th Jsinrm,

For all these reasons the Conlerenc:
yobeil toatep up {he gefivitizs of the

Campaign in the caming manths In parcice-

ar £ is celling for a ssries o lacal conl-
renges in Seplemhber and Runcheg ‘alack
ir@ tnitipcives against Chilean goods in
Olobes.

In an amhatiows podicy, i1 was alse
prosposeid neel agresd chat the Campadgn
would campalgn for sodidarity actions in
the fuctories on Seplember 1110, the
acimnl dode of the coup, by calling for
warkers to down toolds far peniods of
titae @och &5 an houy or half e e, This
latter pecion wauld he o tribube Lo O
strugde of 1k Chilean working class anil
o seriaus waming Lo Lk Labair Gowvern
mend torapidly change it padicy ol Chiks

O anforciznate thing ahout the
Conlersnce Twaweyr D wis ane decision an
the sprakers plactorm Tor the demonatra-
tion. [ wae propased fhar this bhe
Malames Allende, Absc Kilsan, Kan Hay-
wornd [ S=crerary of the Laboar Purly ),
Hugkr Seamdun, Jack Jones dvd speakers:

from dhe Cammude FAarTy ang inlernl-
riorml Mars s Group. & propasal thine the
International Socialses he given o spedker,
whitch was srppatied by the [MG, a
tejected o the graunds (st the [Sdaes
nob partcipate o the Chile Solidanicy
Lampaign. Thislatter fact is unfortunarely
rrue | hur ta get che 15 wo chaoge 1helr
ssctarinn pracrice b united Foonls such a:
e U500 and 1a help créats the stromgest
prassibis pevolunianary wing within the
050 znd an (he demnonstration e B
will santimae to light fof the right af I3 1
hiive o speakpr.

PORTSMOUTH ACTS

The Chile campaign locakly kus faken
immportant sleps lorward in Partsmauch,
A decnorarration bas been called For
July 271h asainst e use al Lhe oaval
dorzkpard by Chilzn Frigaes, Thas &5 baine
supporied by local trede undosssns os el
a4 poditizal argnnisaticna, Alchough ihe
srmgd [oress ace conlinaing to werk on
them the hlackine ol the brigaies by rade
1en eniare s aow panpplels

[nterprelalion: vary. Srewenson
BM A secreiary has ‘neither condoned
ner accepted the concepl of the abol-
iteon of private beds in public hospil
uls.* Tix, the spokosman for NUPE,
claima that the *BMA has compromis-
ed by pooapting as inevitable that priv-
ate paticnts will be phosed out.

But it iz the sction of the health
workers at Charing Cross, Tollowed
up hy workers in other hospitals
which shows how o “phase’ out priv
ale parienis.

DEPENDENT

These workers were nol Kidded
by the threats of the consulmants Uhet
they would withdraw Froan the BHS.
Consaliants are completely depeand-
ent-on the NHS, They are dependent

on Lhe resources of the WHE, resouracs

paid for by the working clasa,

Modern medicing necds snormaus
funda to purchase complex amd
sophisticated eguipment. The conselr-
anis use thiz equipmenl Uar their
privais patienls.

In 1948 Hevan acecpred that to
gt the service of the consallanis
yous had wo hribe tham. The nurses,
ancilary workers pnd MHS employ-
ees had 1o seltle for poverty-line
wagas. This bas meant thal the cdon-
sulbmis have sold their labour at
outrageously high prices while they
in return had the wse of cheap KHS
labour for their private praclice.

The privace paticnts” allocadon
of two per cent of hospilal beds s s

immediate reduction of private beds, Until the findings of the
Warking Parity are reported the policy ol the Governinent will be
Le afiow private beds to stay. The future of private patients will
depend on the findings of the Werking Partp.

misleading Figure. In fhe pravinckal
hicapitals und Lhe paychigtric hnspitals,
the allocation often Falls well below
twn per cent. This is then avernged

aul by hansting the pumbeer of heds
uszd in the main cenires, The new
Roval Free wn London allows five

per ecend of 5 heds to private patjenta.
The foygest waiting 1ists are in thaoss
areas where the namber ol privals
heds is Lhe Riphess.

Fven BUPA — the private heslth
insurance scheme, admicted in its
pwidenee o Che Select Repord That it
wud Lnpossible to have an aliernative
o Hhe WHS.

The extension of private patignts &
un integral part of the capitalist plans
to solve their crisis.

Charges for RHES weatment, already
averrint for six per cent of the total
budget. Faced with 2 erippling crisis
of social expendicure, the capicalist
class wanl Lo exlend not only these
charges, bur to jnvolve even wider
sections in Lhe private patienis’
schemne. This would mean ‘hetter-
paid workers' Forkiog out for these
sehemes 2nd the poorer paid sections
being mude degendsnt on o decaying,
undereguipped, Tun-down HHS. The
Health workers have the power Lo clode
close doown privite wards. By using
that gt now, wnd imposing
workers cuntrol In the hospilals,

they can forer the Labour Govern-
meit to introduce wcomplete ban
an privale practbce in the WHE,

poe day conference

wnEan brans s

CRISIS IN THE HEALTH SERVICE
Saturday — 27 July — 11 am
Univerzsity of London Students” Union, Malet St WET.

rrnessd by central London Branch,

Diermis Aram: Calin Smirky, 18 Fite Brreet, Loidam, 1.
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1 FUBUS

LABOUR BACKS THE
LOYALISTS

The latest Government White Paper on [reland doesn't even pretend 1o
affer a solution in the aftermath of the loyaligl general sirike,

However, at least one thing s clear. The Labour Government has
mude hig concessions o the loyahsis. In this White Paper the jooposals
differ from [ hose of Sunnmpdale, where, in the interests of the longer
erin ',|'||_p¢_r-_a|_|5T strategy, the British Government atlempled fo run
rough-shoad over the protestants.

To do this successfully, thoogh, required the ssalation and malitary
deteat of the Provisional [RA& and the erushing ol the ca tholic minoTity
The British Army failed (o nchieve this, which precipitated the mass
hacking (ot Uhe loyalesl general strike. Acknowledging thede power, the
White Paper puts the working out of future armengements in the hands
of the loyakisis

The loyalist United Ulster Unionist Council of Craig ond Paisley
i puaranteed & majbeily in the proposed "Constitutienal Comvention”,
which iz meant to make the proposals for fulure armengements. The only
conceivable outcome of such & convention i propodals Tor the extablish-
menl af 4 new Slormant-like prolestan! ascendancy. Any new “power
sharing as demandead by tse White Paper will be on Lhe bakis of L new
ascendancy

Bail Chis would require the scquisscence of the catholle minogity by
their subordinate place. The atlempd to enforce this will mesn ever
preater repression of the catholics and an ever mone vigorous effort o
wmash the Provos, Mot only will the be done throiogh the army bul
also through a greater open participation in repression by the Royal
Ubster Constabulary and the Ulster Defence Bopiment.

These are extremely dangerous days Tor the catholic minority. One
of their major demands, the downfall of Sunningdnle, has indzed been
brought about, bt by the forces of reactlon and not by the Republicans

The credibility oo of the Social Democratic Lahowr Party has
suffered 8 major body biow, Bul the pressure Trom the Southern
Government for the SDLP to accept the new sidation and particlpats
an loyalist terma in the Constitutional council hobds oul dangers Tor
the catholics, especially with the lack of any other alternapive from
the Republicans. In the South possible demoralisation af the Repuabliczn
forces after the loyalist victory has opened the way for Cosgrave {(the
leish Prime Minister) to sweep under the carpet the “[rish dimension’
which in any event is relegated toa foot-nobe in the White Paper.

The growing isolation of the Catholic minogity in the North
puts great responsibility not only on the Bepublican Torces in the South
af lreland but also on the labour movemeant in Britain, How Gin we aid
rhe Republicons in Their struggle against the fovalist forces and the
British aremy?

We have Lo exposs the lies of the Britek pres, cortauly, and warn
about the danger to the oppressed minority. Bul the key sk is to
increase the pressure for troop withdrawal to the point &t which the
British Government is forced to pull them oul B&fore there s a real
thraat of the [RA being defested and the Catholic minority crushed:
before the conditions are Jaid for an ‘Ulsterisation” of the war and the
lovalists are armed to the testh to kesp the ‘peace’,

BARBARA BACKS DOWN
WORKERS STEP IN

Barbara Castle’s retreat on private patienis in the health service shows
clearly the complele dead-snd reliance on Parliamentary methods leads
to. At the moment capitalise sabotape inaide and outside Parliament is
preventing Labous passing some of ils most minor refarms,

Firat Partiamentary threats wers wsed to foree Labour to back down
on the legal right to picket, Next Parblamentary sabotags was used Lo pre
vent the repayment of £10 million Lo the wnions for tax collectsd wnder
the Indusitinl Relations Act. Then Shell forced the Prices Commssion Lo
approve price ress Cor i chemical peoducts by threatening to cer off
supplies, Mow copmiltants are threatening to discupt the health servica Lo
defend the privileges of the rich and thair own incomes,

Cla every gne of these ey Labowr, fed ap in s Parlizmentery
sirglghifacker R backed down,

Lial the working class has shown in practice another way of d=pling
with ruling class atiacks. It was the cogineers sirike which drove the
final nall inte the coffin of the NIRC, It was the miners strike which
drowve the Tories from office. Now the lealth workers have shown how
worksrs contral can drive privale practice put. It is chis divect action,
not the Pardismentary gume, which can destray anv sahotnging moves
by the ruling class.

The employers know this as well. The Finarelal Times, Tor example,
biis gane hysterical about what It called ‘an sfttempe by 8 militant group
1o enforce s own view & public policy’ by which 38 means warkars
refuging 1o be tied down by the Parliamentary straightincket, but taking
diract action to carry ot their own palicies,

A government really acting in the interests of the working class, far
from bedding back action outside Paclmment, would bose ftseli on the
direct sction of the working elass, This would soon put an end te capsi-
talist sabotage of all sorts, Lobour instead suberdinates direct action to
Parliamentary games. On this basis ever its present liny reforms are
blocked, Any major policies it underteok wonld be completely galborapad

Lahour says it cznnot act on important things because i 5 a minorily
in Pacliament, This is rubbish. If it is noe prepared (or workers to ace
autgide Perlinment its policies will still be sabotazed oven if It doos wina
majarity af the next alaction

Even mow, althoagh o minericy. Labour could carry through any
policy it wanted if it was prepared to base itself an che divect actions
of the working class. 4 govirnment resporathie o the organissions of
the working clars and Rot fo Parlisment it wihar rhe warking clese must
G

Wbt links s loyakbist leader William Craig lleft) — seen here in Hyde Park in May 1972 dureng the first atiempt to arganis . peo-
loyalist demonsiration in Londan — now dasaloping weith Passists like Margin YWebetee of the National Front {right]?

Loyalists
snuggle

FOLLOWING 0N THE HEELS of
Enoch Powell's affempt to make an
alliance with ‘Toyalist” forces in the
Kaorth of Ireland comes new evid-
ence of the attempis to create links
between the fascist Mational Fromi
and the loyalists, The press release
from the NF which we print below
pives Full details.

Theee key things are shown by
this release, First, all the most répc-
thonary forces in Britain now see the
Moarth of Ireland 35 the place whers
they can gain mass support [ur 2
strong right wing movement in
Britain.

Second, their intervention in the
Morih of Ireland is yel another
attempt by the Mationul Front 0o
giin o “respeciahble’ cover For fascis
politizs. This is why they stress
ihat they had discussions with ‘mem-
bers af the Westminster Parliament’.
It would be very interesiing o public-
Iy expose who wope thos: MPs who
talked over strategy wich the Maticnal
Front, would-be sucgessors of Hitler
amal Mdaasscaling,

Third, the repait is impociant
Pﬁm. 'Elfﬁ_

{ Contirwad fram Page S)

Bur they sl juazds dhe Tgunss so well
that they mareps to meduce the propossd
imerease in London plérsances to glimod
nothing. 5o they stick il arbitrasy surm
on b as Ssaeslener’ q.n'a.l.'_r'.r e e
tatals of £40¢0 Tar "imeer’ and £200 far
‘parler” Lomndar

Part of this sweetener is supposed to
cortipens e for the exira hme mvolved
in ravedling o wark, Naw heme isan exira
nurden af 1ning i Landan thar is guite
cusly mwastrabie (as the Puy Board Tlgures
shaw, 'Inner’ !J:-rrdlur. workors Bus moa
tham 218 hairrs o vesr in trovel, those
‘ppier” Logdan abant 35 howers) and 1=
casily lmndated o cash lefims—jusl pay
[ar =xira trovelbing time ot overtime rates.

Thia gloese would sntitle Londan pub-
lic s bor workers (o criough 00 pay svery-
ane o London Allowanco aof L3060 o veur.

Bt iF everyriiing elae wie 100 canipley
lag the Pay Beard, (hisis Lo simple
Wi specilally rejectany alldmpt (o
redate particular factors, like gxoess
Lraved Bimipe, B0 A mMonerary allews pee'

The May Boanl's diviskens of London
inta ‘laner’ and fomrsr’ B very ‘consenient’
Ax il happens, both Whitehall and the
Clfy of London Frll within s inner’
circle. Thus thase seoters ol greatlest
smepartanees from the caplitalist stircdpoint
the central Govermmdnt machinsy and
the hig finpncl inaticerions (whose
conplay e will wlse be covarsd by he
repart —will b piven extrn lssway to
sole Ui Labour problams.

A Turther hanus is the |1.'|:u_.'ih-'i|i'.1.I ol
spltiing Lomdom workees along the “inneg”
and “autsr’ line,

The Pay Boaid copasl ks a uoifed
effart to pull the waal awer the gves ol
Laid e 3 pialds secror workers, 10 mml
e mit with a united rejecrion, ool o
anired cRmpAen o smash 1he renstance
ol the Laboeur Gerwmiment umed the
waraus inecal and SGeovernmenr authorites
i the demacd for o driform and adoguate
Fandbtern ol fonmarce foF @il

& fascists
up close

hecause it shows the potenind
cvolution of at least one section of
the lovalisls. Mome of the loyalist
organistions are ul the moment
fascist. They are extreme reaclion-
ary organisations of the rullng clasa
within the working class, but they
donol gim ot destroying the orgin-
wsarions of the working class.

Their sim is 10 preserve the priv-
tlegad position of the Protestant
working closs vis @ vis Lhe alhiolics.
Bul continual involvement sich
Powellite and Wational Fronl farces
could undoubiedly lead certain
lowalist orpanisations in the difsction
of faszisan,

TROOPS OUT

Most snsportant of all, however,
the Maticnal Fronl link wy wach the
lovalkts shows the urgent necesity
for the British warking class to dam-
and thar Britain gets out of Irelund,
This i% no lomges just 8 quescbon of
clementary internationalist dury, or
soineLhing wiich would weaken the
common enemy - Lhe Hrish mling
clags.

The danger now pesed is that the
Sorth af Ireland could become a

“g‘f‘
= i
. f a\

PRESS RELEASE

ra: Wisit to Morthern [raland
= M.F.Chairman

Mt John Ty ndall, Chainnan of the Nation-
al Fromi, has just rerurned fromn & Ffive-

duy vigie to Nowthesn Insland, during which
he met Incsl Loyalst beaders as well as

the Belfast CGiroup of the Mationsl Front . ..

The Belfast NF Group has gnown
rapidly in recend mamihs and will shorthy
Iz e il ax an ofFicks! - hranch, Flans
were made with Hse group o so-speraie
closely wirh other Loyalist vrganissrions,
particiularly in the feld af Westininster
and kacal elegrions -, .

Mr Tyudall and Mr Read [aprther NF
lmader| ahlressed oo officdal meetings.
On Monidsy, JTuie 10th, they spoke oo
meefing drpamised by the Belfasi Gooup
of ibe Naticnal Front, and oo the foblow
ing day were guest speakers af the inon-
ly mieeding of che Shankill Uniondst Associ-
ation,

In their diccussions with Ubster Loyalisi
beadera Mr Ty ndall snd Mr Bead placed
patlicubar emiphass o s folbawing points:

(a) That it Llslec wishes tostwy ba the
United Kingdam an feems compatible with
heer interests amd sell-respect, she mast
Isizgin to play & perd in reshaping ihe
Umited Kiugdom wi notionol level. Thia
Nizans that Ukseer Loyalists dhould begin
to ioendve: flecoiselves in the politica of
the whiole of Britain and geer jusd of theic
O Provines, : [
(b} For Ulster Layalists o do e

mss base For the most exlreme
reactiomary clemenis in British
ey,

Such a development has already
cicutTed once betors in Enpdpe
ginge the war (Rarse the French war
i Algetin Lhe Algerian setilers
ofpanisationg became the loons For
fuscisl and exiieme cighiist orpanida-
tions in France, Fimally, hecnuse the
French wodkers® imavemaent did not
force France (o gat oul of Alpera,
the sombination of Alpecian forces
nnd Teactionary groups an France
were able ro combine and defeat the
wirking class Uheaugh the snstallation
of the night-wing semi-dictatorship
of sle Gaulle,

DANGER SIGNALS

(W course Ireland cannot play
gxackly the sums role here, Bal when
the hatlonal Front and Powell coll
for the loyilists to Sinvalve them-
selves i the politios of the whole of
Brirain” and to link themseives o 4o
all Beitish politecal garty dedicated
ancomprantising ¥ do their canse’ Lhen
Lhve dlanper sigoels are Hoshing

Far the stke ol the lish peoge,
and for the sake of the British work-
ingclass BRITISH TROGPES LT OF
[RELAND MOW, must be z growing
demand tn the coming monihs,

ANV propoded (it mdarhes by
the Mational Front and the Lowalists
must be mel with & ban by Lise Lah-
our Government and @ massive niceh
daateon o the labour moverenl.

JOrHR A ARG AL

ahawe rhey el Beoime linkad 16 an all-
B odish pobidical party dedicated uncom-
promisingly b thedr caose. We beleye that
the: Mathenal Franr 5 the anly sech pary ..

{c} Ulster Loyalises shonhd resisr ibe
wery undersinndahle remptation to despair
of maindoid Bricain on seesuni of the
hefray als of swcoesive British govern-
menis and what appears o be the diz-
interest of the British puhlic, and io con-
ety opd For sepacadion oo Gioeat
HBrilain. There is much more sempntho
in maindand Britaln for the Lovalist cause
thaiv reparls in Che press would suggesd,
aedl where there is lack of armpothy this
i due maloly o putidic ignocance fosdenad
by the pressund other sections of the
miags Aredea,

{cd b Ubseer Togroliscs must on no aceni i
relax thelr deremmvinkEos 0 oppos: Sun-
mimgalabe, the Council of Tredand and poacer-
sharleg, Ty should, o0 tee contrary, be
praanl of the snceess of their recent sirike
and masl ledang the sdvan HFE! Lhat il hos
won [T them.

(e} Ligeer Loyalists shouwll do every-
Ching perscibde do foster good rederions with
the armed Forces and 1o lindce widh ihe
armed ferce in appasitian to the real
enemy s arganisl mepdbilicandisn.

Me Tyndall and Mr Read discnssed
plans for precrical Gooperation betyeen
Llsder Loyalisis and the Motional Front,
and these meluded murual exchange of
literadure amd Eformaison, moutual ex-
chinnge of speakera for mesiings and
mallicg, and support by Loyalists of a
pro-Loyalst mily In London laler this
T,

Ameng the Lonvalist represcmatives
i which the NE leaden gpoke were
sevirsl members of Both Oue Wesiminsier
Parlinmeni and Marthiers Ireland Assenvb-
Ly ot el e Joccad coumcilbors.

Signed
MARTIMNAWEBSTER
Mariors] Front Press @lice
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"NUM Tlefts stumped

y social contract

"Tha rejection of all incomes policies
under capitalism was an important step.
But the arguments used to back up this
position failed to answer the specific
arguments advanced by supporters of the
social contract.

THE RULING CLASS will gei
litthe comfort from the recently
concluded anmal conference of
ithe Motional Union of Mireworkers,
The highspil of @ stormy wesk
was 1he debate on this year's wage
claim. The Yorkshire Arca had
proposed a resolution calling for
pay tates of £65 for face workers,
£50 for cher underpround workers
and £45 fon surface workers
These rises were to take effect
from | Movember, with jindus-
trial action to be taken in the
event of an unsatisfactory offer’
[here were Tour other resolutions
on pay om the sgenda, and the begin
ning of the week saw 3 grest deal of
behind-the-Scenes ManoSHUVIINgG fu
ged all Lhe motions compesited into
oine. The Yorkshire delegaies were
willing io drop the 1 November
deadline but the NUM righl-wing
{led lvy Len Clarke, the Motiingham-

shire Area president } were adamanit
that mo precse figures shoold b
menlioned
DEFEAT
Jn the end e Yorkshire resodu

tion was defeated ?']. | 38 1o | A4
Jack Lally, the Midlands: Ares presid-
enl, st the deciding volss agminag,
even though he had been minddted
by his area Lo wote far, The sucocess-
fol resobution, carvied by 138 1o

134 called upon the NUM executive
oy to seek subhstantinl increases in
Wal s andd | proventenis in cone
diticons, which reflect Lhe pew relatiye
importancs of the mineworkers in
the countrs s ecaonamy

But 1he debate did not Tinih with
these votes, The next day Lhe con-
lepernce over whelmingly approved a
resofution opposing “nll Forms of
incomas palicies, whether statutory
or voluntary so long s the capitalis
privabe profii-making claracter of
Britizh gociety remains unaliered.”
The capitalisl press, only tooceager to
present the defeat of the Yorkshire
resclutinn on wiges A% & maiol victory
for fhe ‘social contract’, were a littls
dismayed by this apparenl about-face.
What they failed to grasp, however,
wis Lhe precise natuee of the right-
wing's victory over the wage claim,
The axations from the canference
floor were resecved for the pro-
Yaorkshire speakers and Lawrence
Galy, so-called "left-wing’ gensral
secrelary of the HUM sumiming up
for the executive in favour of the
*moderate’ motion, was obliped to
add ‘it might be a pood idea il both
resolutions were poeepted . . then
we'lh have to have a marriage of cons
venisnce,'

One thing emesged verw clearly
whatever the precise amount of the
wape chiim thait = eventunlly put b,
i will mest fall in line with whatever
“voluntary norms the Labow Govern-
ment seeks Lo imposs at the end of
Phases 3, The miners well remember

the days before 1972 when Eheir
‘moderation’ brought them pay
rises of only o few hob-and they are
not prapared now to throw away
Ihegpaing of the pasl [wo years

ANOCEUVRE

Bt 3} the ruling class and the
Lobour Government can Tipd no real
cause Tor celebration us far as the
W ront is comcernod, they have
been given impartant room fof
manneuvee, Two key problems
which face the ruling ckass nre how o
storp Ehe miners acting s a spéar-
head for the rest of Lhe labour move-
ment in definnss of an incomes
policy, and how 1o implement
same kind of stratepy ' io ey Lo solve
ihe “enzrgy crisis’, In both cases Thy
hove been given a breathing gpacs. nod
oaly by the well-prepared political
offensive of the NUM righl-wing,
but also by the Fuilure of the lels
Scargill, MeGahey and o - 1o pro-
vide yny alleinative perspeclive other
than plain “wages malitaney’

Some of the prmuments put Tor-
witd by Lhe pight-wing were the by
now familiar sentiments of “don’l
rock the hoat’, but by far the most
inlluential card they had was in the
form of an all-round proegramme [or
the miners ind the mining indusicy

The eswential paints they made
were: {a b the Government hos appros-
ed @ £800 million investment prog-

raminie: Ch the ran-dawn of the pits
has ceassd and the coul indusiry has
a vital parl to play in the cOuntry's
peonomy; (o therofore, i miners
were conperative and prepared o
accept ceriain productivaty tarpets,
the indusiey would benelit and the
miners themselves would be penerous
v rewnrded, To carry nul this prog-
ramne, 8¢ the argament went, it 1s
vital thal ihe Labour Government &
kzpl in power and not jeopardised
by the recurrence ol & national
riners' strike. Len Clarke told the
gonference that a productivity deal
wiodlld achieve the pay farpais set odl
in the Yorkshire résolution

The response from the left to
thess arguments wis exiremely madi-
ant sounding. The rejection of all
meomes policies wader copiraliem wag
ai lwiportant secg. But the argements
used fo beck up this position — “we
never get anything unles we're
prepared to fight for (7, “we've pot
the muscle” — failed 1o amswer the
specific arguments advanoed by
supporters of Uhe ‘social contract’.
Mo one pointed ot that the akility
of the Labour Goversiment to carry
ot even its limited programme
depends on the sremgth of the work-
ing <lass, net its “maderation . Mof
did the "lefts’ point oui that the
Labour Gosernmenl's programme of
ieapre netionalisations, roken price
freeees will massive Compensabion
tir the manufacturers would in no
way solve the crisis even o implemen-
ted. The aorganisations of the working

class must develop rhelr awn prog
rarmme and hegin to fight for certain
clogs-wide demands — a sliding

seabe of wapes, nulional minimum
wpe, wqual pay ete, Mo secbion of
the working class {8 better equippead
ihat the miners to lead & fight on
these demands. That is the way they
can help the lower paid and solve the
huge sovial probléme created by cag-
italism.

ALTERNATIVE

The failure of the NUM ‘lefts’
fo provide 20 alternative perpective
to that of the “social contract” beyomnd
simple ‘wages militency” sessousky
hamperad the affectivencss of their
cise, As a reault ank and file milit-
ants are now left without preciss
turgels for which they cun cane-
paizn in the localitics in preparalion
foor a mulitant struggle in the winter.

woreover there was a camplets fail
wre o expose the real nafure of
the producivity deal that iz being
talk el aboul. The so-called "new
erd’ for coalmining & just =0 much
wishiul lhinking. Even the Inietirn
Report {a joint MUM-Nationsl Coal
Bonrd wenture on the whole future of
the indusity ] cunnof hide T Teal
prohlems.

O the domestie use of coal 1
slates that “higher of und other fuel
orices may decrease Lhe rate ot
comwersicd [rom coal] (o other
forms of domestic hepting' and on
consumplieg by industry "the CBI
... . drows aftention Lo the great
impariance which industrinl users
attuch o securily of supply. Prowisd-
od thiey gan feel assured of adequate
supplies-and provided cosl main-
tains o sulficient price advantape
over ol und gas, the losses in Lhs
sector of The markel may be stemmed’
This amounts to little more than
Blackrmail - If the miners cin raise
productivity und Eeep wage costs down
then che wdustcy say hiove o Totare,
I not the employers will be quite
hapm.' to switch ter other lotms of
fuel, with the famiiar resales —
closures of pits, redundancies and the
resl,

The miners, especially the lefi,
have [or many decades prided them-
selves on the fact that they are con-
cerned aboud the whaole of the coal
industey and not just "the rate lot the
job’. Bul this his ned stopped varl-
g poverneinnts playing them of T
apuinst other enerpe-producing indus-
fries, Mationalisatiom al e mincs was
I vigtory for the working class. But it
has hecome increasingly obelous thot
by [tseif naticnnlisation change: Ll
It is mecemary For he mipers, glong
with the workers fromorhe off refin-
eries, the Norcle Soo pus Figs, god
pienrs efe, to claborare a programme
of workers” contral o put nto effcct
an iteprated plan of energye produc-
tion Lhat serves the interests of the
working elass and not the oil mon-
cpnlies, apitetist mdusorialsts, and
e eld pit-owners who still hleed

"o one pointed out that the ability
of the Labour Government to carry out
even its limited programme depends on the
strength of the working class, not

-1ts 'moderation',"

e jnchisiry uily Wikl La<d
saditn payments.

Unfortumalely, the NUB “Telts® made
o attempt to put Toreard any Buch
concrete proposls, They argaed ag-
rinst the prochuctivity deal with the
vapue asurgnes that ‘o the event of
the implementation of the wocial
gontral and planniog of Britain’s
Tesources m the interests of ordinary
common peaple, the MU will con-
bribute its full cooperation,” Opgeosit-
fon to the “secial contract”and the
proposed prodoctivity deal veare
based on very seneral and abstraci
truths ubout capitalism.

The hopes af Lhe riling class ate
that the palivivel victory of The right-
wing will provide somme lime for the
productivity deal to be pafinte mcoli-
on. This would be extremely valu-
able e them both economically
{eheap ecoal for industry is still inpoe-
tant while the forth Sea oil project
in hesel with problema), and poelitical-
I, The prospecl of a wages offen-
sive by Lhe working class in the wiin-
ter or spring wolld be omich leas

openly smash the ‘norms” or “gisde-
tinea Toid down by the Labour
Geovernment. The Government would
sven he prepared o grani a substan-
tial puy risz Lo the miness in relucn
o the productivity targets to prey
enl Lhem playing snch o leadersbip
roka.

The lagk now facing miliants in
the pits§s to fight apinst the implem-
entation of the productivity desl
sell=oul, and to campaien around
derands thal can naite the enlite
working clags apuinzl Lhe “soclal
aotract” and offer a working clas
solution Lo problems ke inflation.

The vanpaard rele thal har been
chrust upon the miners afrer the
viclorees of 15973 aod T974 must now
b taken wp in a conscious a nd-delib-
erale way, The planned onc-day salid-
arity sirike of the Yorkshire KTM
wilh the nurses'struggls is 2 good
example of how this can be done.

MR ADARS

o pupteand simple. Thare was 10 0E no

Jusday) ¥IOHENLE MHOT (e10d

Pickets in action st Shell's Ellesmers Pert fafingry . & Taw weslcs sgo, Bhell's thream of
sconomic salvolags Braught the Price Commission o its krees, But thiss workoers have
shown how Shell can be deabt with, forcing the eompany to offer a 25%, pay increase, and
kmocking a nasty dent in the ‘social contract’ on the way.

The minsrs dlhouild ba Torgitg linke with mich workcars in ather energy industries mo
wark out and impose a wonkers energy policy based on porEese” cam g,

Troops Out

conference a step
backwards

The Troops Oul Mavémens mat in
confererce on Satucday 6 JTuly. It bad
the sk of deziding (ts newe palicy in the
light al the remendows bogst glven B
the Troops Dl sentiment inside the
wirking class wilh the crisis bE noperis-
it siratepy Tolloaeing the Inyafist
wvictory., Unfortanstuly the TOM proved
iself winen el o the sk,

Bocieen TOM branchuss Feom mao=t
partd of Engand afrended, Despite the
Fact that nons ol e mars poelilsal
tendencies of the 160l ouigkde of the MG
were there, the reprosentztion wus
clearly a pramising bepinalog,

The TOM had prévipusty chalkad up
ok b essivs ane-off inftatives, The
Troops Gl Conlerane oa May 11th had
ncerncied the fivst sipnilscant Corees
insde the T mowvemnent. And dhe Lun-
dion rally on July La had gaihered
taptther thy wiklest lorees of the
warkers mavemient on the principlad
platdarm of tracp withdrawai, fonn
iy i 3|.H'.Ik.¢ Feam Ui Laboniy "'3T[:|"
arel the Communist Purty was thens in
the guise of the Hritish Peace Commitlbes,
aswell @ e revalulichary lefr.

But althoaph the TOM had pulbal ofl
these evenis the T itszIf had not
iewressed it mamnbers, Becse of this
the IMG argoed in the conlenencs that
U T shaild he wery flexible as to hiow
the movemnent shawld ba arganised. GOn
all fhee ie indtiatlves of the TOB, united
Iremis shioukd be [ormed whick could
irluade Dz wides! possibls representotion
even from guarters that mighl oever
play a consitent role ndne TOM.

But unfartarately the delsmies
plaprzd & conatiiadion for the TOM of an
imwrailibly detuilsd nature which can saly
srexf barriers io invalwing ather foroes,
For eaample, Svislvement in e TOM
had tobe i lachl sommiactiees of TOM

i P e
bk Tl G o S I i B Fa § o4 Wi oasg
P '

nationol reprasentation ol the sagious
natinnal paliilcal orgonisntions Al
il tives wese seen s Being chnnrzlled
thraugh the sindcdures of the TUM
rather rhan umted Gonts.ol the widisd
possibbz Forces, This e a big mistuks,
There L o way ibar the TOM, at its
prescnl atape of developmznt, can mahi-
L cooush Dofess O make a decisie
impact an the consciousness of the
working class oo fo force & majar shilt in
Briclah strategy. Saichar an b prescat
coars will it B able Lo decpen and lake
sdvancnge of the incipient split inside the
Labour Parly oo e guestian af wocp
wildrawal.

The IMIG does not think hat the
present deciskans and structore of the
TOM are mrovetsible. Practice wiil indkcata
wery soon the wild overcestimation Chat

the 10 has of 112 credibiliy and srrest
its sectamian developgment. Ada local Tewol
and Izading wp 1o the next conference, the
[MCr will attempt 1o reverse the seclurian
dzcisdons of ez st eonference and

fight fur the wildest possible wnited Cront.

In nem event some wasful initiatives
wigns proqectud from the conlerenos. Ao
anri-white paper 15 10 be prodoced by the
TN Tor wide distribution inside the
wicking class und a mlly is projecterd owt
gde the TL L Conferenee. 4 mass pickes of
Dawning Sireet is buing called 30 the
Emergeney Powers Aot s re-snucicd by the
‘Labaur Govecoment and 2 demonslretion
15 bezing organised o the Babour Porty
CombErency.

The [MG wall sizppoars thess initistives
Tt will gt Tog support from the bade
union meowvemant and for che parrleipation
al ather Jolt Tosces nal indhe TOML 1n
particuiar it will Tight far an suiumn con
Jevence of alf ihose prepared (o campaign
Tar Troops Ot i Treland. Hopefully the
T will falt i s=crarianism wnd agres
I apsarsnring =gl n Lol 1 EH

CREE S B R AP O

I T I A

Aad Weakly 11 Saly 1824 Page 3

e



Phora: ROY CORNWALL

IMPERIAL TYPEWRITERS:

|I

New militancy
of women workers

An important festure of the strike ot Imperial
Typewriters has been the militancy of the
Asian women.

Wournen have been to the tore on the picket
lines. They are an active force on the strike
committer and attend in large number the
dally mass meoetings. As Mrs Doshi and Mrs
Kanjen explained 1o me: "We do pot just attend
the meetings, we sp:»f upin them and put our
poini ol viaw.”

Inees twe sirike commities members, along
with Miss Doshi, o vounger worker, told me why
they were on strike. They exploined how being
on sirike had made Lthem aware of the role rhey
could play and what they infended to do when
they have won their sirike

PAID LESS

"We knew thet the Asion women inour sec-
tion wene being paid less than the white women
aorkers, This was becaoose we had Lo do three
of four jobs at a time. The white women had
only one job o do o0l was saher for them Lo
make their bonus'

Mrs Doshiosid Althoogh | was a member of
the union it was something | knew nothing nbout
Wobody ever came and spoke to ug sbout the
union, wa were never lold aboul onicsn meslings.
The shop stewards who were white workers
mevel camie and ssdkoed us about our probicma.

i did not want 1o do theee or Fowr different
jabs. I kept telling my foreman that | only wont-
ed o do one job. But he always refused to do
anything.

‘The strike started a8 Copdale Road. They
came to our section and said “we want sppon
from you people™, 1 asked what i the sirike
about? They told me '
in the fectory and we want to chooge our own
shop steward, ™

‘[ asked them what is a shop steward and
they 1old me, | had o odn the sirike. | wis m
that type of condition. I hed to do wery hard
work for bad pay; 5o | joined 1he sinks, We
were being cheated by the bonus sretem.”

Mrs BEanjen hod experience af the union, Uk
siid: “When I complained te my shop stews
she would say L witl go and see aboul this™;
later ghe would come back and say *thers i
aething that | can do™

‘Ewery thres months there wae a time-keeper,
timming the job. They do not tell us that they are
timing the jok. They hide behind the hars and
fime us. There is no shop steward prescot when
the johs are heing I ired.”

“The management would say if you do 20
machines an boar chat @8 L0 per cenl. Any-
thing over, we got bonus, But, when we starred
to do mers than the maum:m-:nt re<timed Lhe
job. Then they would sayi- Seventy or even 80
isthe new Tigure for 100 pereent, ™ This meant
wiges would drop because some ladies qould
not reach thess new high figwres.

All Lhrée of the women went o the picket
line right fram (he fiest day. "Our leaders tald
ug Everpans must geon the peckar lise” We

Had Weakly
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atficial channzls. The he asraganily announsed
that he was not aliowing meetings of TOWL

brranch 57221, He has talked about "minoritics
dictating to muojorities” and people who do ool
“npderstand o respect our institutions’ and
muttersd atout the possibility ol o “whits
backlash’.

The militancy of the Asian workers is sean
— and quite corractly =0 — by Bromley and
Weaner as o direct challenge to them. Before
the workers staried demand g thelr rights apd
before they insisted on determining whal the
umion did, These tao could Lve nice cony Lives
uninterrepted by having tocome into contligl
with management. Weaver's job na convenor —
wilh o memreemen providad affice — kepi
him away from the doodge of the prodoctions
fime, He kept Lhal jub By proving his relighility
T management, instead of reprosenting the
interests of the workess emgast management.
To defend their positicns, Weaver and Bromley
have wsod the racism whech o deeply affects
many workers - the Notional Front got 9000
vabes i Leicester at the last election.

[despite these tremendous obstacles the
strike has been fought by the workers with
tremendous courage and lenocity, Forced
back on their own regowices they biwe bean
compelled to huild their own organizacion
to fight the strike.

Laoyw waes, i work conditions and
race discrimination lie al the roots of
the Imperial Typewriters’ steike.

Fay is in the remon of £25 for men
and £18 for women. These rates are
respectively L4 and £9 below the |
national averape.

The wapes structure isa piece siralght from
Adlce in Wonderland — without the Toughs.
In Secuon 61, where the dispate began,
thie Bonus had heen based on prodocing 200
typearilersa day,

Thizs hins meani a loss to the
wotkers of over ES00 i Ewd wars,

The agreement stipulated thal the
hanug rate would be calculated on
progucing 168 typewrilers = day.

Obviously the management wers nod
tee dlisturbed by this little owersight” il
how explpin Ehe anion’s neglece? The
Arinn workers were mcensed at the lnck of
interest shown by ihe unios in cheir pay and
working conditions.

NOMINATED

Leventy per cent of the workforce are
Agian — mostly in the TGWL. There were
only 16 shop stewards for | 600 workers
The Aszian workers had nominated thres
workers 25 shop stewards, Their nominations
wire ruled out ol order by factory convenor,
Reg Weaver. He sald to be a steward they had
to be union members for two vears. Mobody

* has yet found "“Weaver's two-year rule’, One
nomines had been in the uniom over [wo ¥ears
and H Khetani wag pwoe weeks short of fwi
years membership,

Section 61 then downed tools, They put
oul leaflets and 500 Asian workers joined the

PICKETED

bach dav they have picketed the factory at
the heginning anid end ol each shilt. Fvery
striker 15 expected to be on the picket ling,
Dialy mass mmeelings are leld, All the warkers
are encouraged 1o patticipate. Thes meetings
are lupesd and the strike committes then trans-

g 00 every marning, every afternoon and every lates the recordings into a coherent set of

evening.” ; = > demnands,
1 majnrity of white workers : .
FAMNTASTIC i:;&ig?;::" i e . The '.'\-'uzur_]-'.-:rsi are ]-:-a:mngltlllat tra :1-:_ ul:ui_n-
Mrs Dioshi said: “TL i fantastic on the pickst From the hegioning the strikers have en- BENL B D SAOEIY B OMRLET O SR R0

officials to reprosent theoy. The cxperience

countered tremendous obstacles. The role ol ; .
ol The mass meeting has shown them the need

the union has been deplorable. Bromley the

line. I tel the people whe are working that they
wre sczhs and toeitods. They are just ofter remey

We want betier conditions

and do not care about their own dgnin.

‘Bvery day there i 3 mass maeting, At this
mesting we discuss what we are golng to do
tomarrow,. Ahout 200 people coms 1o the mass
meisling and of thess abowt 200 are worti.

“The women watkers — Lo myuelf - speak
wp at the meetings. Anyone can express their
views andl put lorward thear suggestions, They
mive us confrol over the strike, We oll decsde
what ta do

‘We take our children fo the pickel with us.
When we gooon the picket line the children
gtay in the cafe across the road. Char idea s
for evervone to he on The pecket loe — men
ant women., But the police stop this, IT there
are 500 picketers, then there are 1000 police
standing thers.

Bame of ihe while women workers have
gaid “wvou are fools for coming out™. We have
todd them that il is they who arg fools for
siaying tn. When we win the strke everybody,
men znd women, white or black, will gel
hetter conditions. Thisis a Fight for all the
workers.

We have Lo win this stelioe. [ will stay
right o the end. | will g on hungar siTike
before [ go back to work unles we gab oot
demands.”

Tocal TGWL afficial, and Weaver, the convenor

at Imperial, are ol right-wing hacks, They have
a lang record of collaboration with the employ

B The chaotic and discrimindtory bonus scrac-
ture in the factory shows Weaver's efliciency zs

& convenor. The shop stewand s were Wanver

Weaver has even refusad 1o talk to the sirikers
claiming thai 1hey have beon sacked®

DENOUMNCED

Bromiev, the junier partner in this duco, i< less
bright bug more foad in the mouth. Fisdy, he
denounced 1he sirikers for not golng through the

STAY OUT

Migz Dioshi had only been working at
Imperiul Typewriters for gix weeks before
the sirike hegan, Lhe came out at the
bepinning. and like Mrs Ranjen and Mrs
Dexshi; she hos besan an active picketer. Liks
them she says: 'T am prepared Lo sty ol
until the enad, pven thaough 11 may mean
big sacrificea.

‘Refore the sirike we did act think muoch
ahour mwatters Like trade unions, Mow we
have learned o lol, We know about the man-
agerngnt. the union, the shop stewards,
Bromiey, Wenver, evervbody. The fire time we
saw Weaver, onr factary convennr, was on
Lelavision. Wa laarned that Weavsr sedeorted
the shop stewnrds who then came 2nd an-
nounced they wers our representaiives

“The union hes not been helping us. They just
fake our dues from our pay packet.” Wra Dashi
aays she joined the factore in 1972, byl onky
gol her union card five manchs apd.

“When we have our own shop soe wards we
can, like we do now, comonicate with eved yone.
I think the woy that we have fought oor sirike
fas taught us the way we should ran the union.

‘Mo wie have 3 mass meeting every day.
When vz go back we must have maas mestings,
BV anee g wesk, to discuss what we dhould be
clovime, This is o way 1o organise onrselves,

‘W intend thet a pumber of us women will
atand a3 shop stowards when we po back.’

appeintees, depandent oa him for their positions.

to run their own orpanisations and o be -
warivesl in lnking their own decisions

They are now beginning 1o lzam that The
slale is nol some nearral benevolent hody
witlching ouver Lhe interests of all peaple
repardlos of cless. The Sovial Ssearity hos
vigimed that they were sacked aad thevainee
(T R T e TR e | Ly e R 1
MASS PFICKET — 16 JULY — 11 am

A cmach franm Longor eail ue eaving #ing's Crass
Stacion for Leicester at abawr 230 am naer Taseduay

Ceipils, reservanions, Tesa S st 01-278 96249,

Part of picket outtide |mperial’s main Londan shoverooms on Wed neaday 3 July
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JE STAY OUT TILL THE ENDY

Racism and
the trade unions

ot entitled 1o benefit. What mooey they have
screwed out of the DHES has been heciuse
thes Staged bwo occupations gnd refused to
mowe untid some paymenls were madde.

They have seen the podice Operate on the
picket ling, Ome policeman stood on a siriker’s
fool thed said “move on’ threatening bo arres|
him if he didn’t, As tbe sirikers say “The paolice
are always nastier und more brolal when
there are only Asians on the pickel lines, When
the TY came down, the police kept guiet and
let ws do things that they had stopped the day
before,’

l:_:y Bob Pennington

and Julian Atkinson

Arresied strikers going Lo court have had
maximum fines deled out For mana offances
like ohstruction. Prem Singh Chaggar wax
fined £18, almost the maximum, although it
was his first ever offence, Another stnker got
fines totalling £78

Although the local TGWU has consistently
supporied management against the strikers,
the Strike Bulletin of the workers keeps point-
ing out that (hey are fghtlng for the principles
ol rade umonism and a sirong democratic
uRiomn.

Impertal is & fight for trade union principles.
If the labowr movemenl cannot come {o the
sippart of back workers lighling for improved
pay and conditions ten it will be unable to
defend imself in future haliles with the employ-

ers
CORRECT

Unfortunately, some tride union members
and even some lefi-wing soclalists torm renlity
cn its head, They see (hew atrupgles of black
wekers as struggles that split the working class,
Of course black workers do have to wage strikes
strikes on their own, This s beceuse the while
workers have refused (o join them, The black
workers are correct not to sit back and wail
By taking up the fight aow they set 8 real
expmple of low o undfly the working ciass

Mathers. the area TGWLU official says heis
woartied about the Mationad Fronl i Leicester.
If ke &5 serious aboul that then the Imperial
strikers have given im an excellent oppor-
tumity Lo deal 8 real blow al the NF. A viclory
for this strike would demoralise the NF

An livguiry has been orderad by the

TGWLU intno ‘2l the circwmstances leading up
t the dispute.” The Inguiry bas been hedd
bul ibs findings sl remain unpublished: This
means that the sirike remains unofficlal — ne
xirike pay, rp Folidarisy blacking eciions, ro
wee of fhe wmion sraseurces, This LII.‘:].H.}' tan
only help the emplovers. 1t enables them to
maintain 50 per canl production and they
hope the strikers will be starved back to wurk

IMPLICATIONS

The political implications of this strike are
immensa. The ruling class know thal if they
are pring to salve their problems they oast
smash the working class. They know thal they
cannot defeat a vmited working clasg - hence
they iry and ose every division inside the
working class, Tn Oxfored they triged lo use Mrs
Miller apd her break-a-sirikc mob., At Leicester
they try and use racism. By use of the |mmig-
mtion Acts and using raciam in the factory they
ar¢ setting out fo create o demoralised and
intimidated cheap labour foroo.

Biock workers are fighling back against
this. The strikes at Crepe-Sizes, Mansfisld
Hosiery, Standard Telephone, Art Castings,
and now [mperial show this. They refuse Lo
be cowed. They are aginsl rollen wages,
intolérable conditions and racism. This strike
demandy the suppart of every militant who is
serious ahoul Nghiing the capitalist offensive.
Members of the TGWU should put resclulions
dawn in their brapches insdsting that the:

TEWLU make the strike officinl now.

The resulis of the Inguiry be poblished
immedately

The TGWL give full finsncial and hlacking
sappord

The TGWL organise mass meetings of its
members al 2ll Litton faciories and cutlets to
extend solidarity nctions

Suppogiers of the sirike 1noowery arca should
take the following steps:

Orgaiise pickels af all Litvom factorbes amlii.-'
show resmms

Caollect finance in union branches, on the
job and ai westing

Arrange local mestings on support for Ime-
perial sivikers, in defence ol immigranl work ers
and in defence of prokels.

Eally support (rom the unions anad afl
supporicrs of the swiloe for the mass peket
anm Vi July

There shodld also he 8 mutionsl conference
organized to support the sirike and discuss
how Lo organise on-gom gsolidarily acbions 1o
support futuee disputes: This conference showid
e urgamised by immigrant workers” o gemi-
tions and trade vnion members.

Photo: CHHIS: DA VIES § Arport)

Black workers invariably set les pay, work
Ionger hiowrs und suffer more industrial
accidents in proportion thun white workers.

They have les chanee of promotion. gel
less apprentizeships and often are shunted
into jobs involviog shill worlk.

At Crepe Sizes, in Mottingham, Pakistani
wotkers had & standard week of 34 hours -
povertime was puid, A B Jaffe, in the same
tonwn, Asians had to work cen hour shills wilh
ner proper meal beeaka They pot half an hour
to gat their food while sl al their machines.

If fpctories cmploving black workers are
well organised they are not as bad as this. Bul
gond union organisation docs not mean that
racial discrimination disappears: 10 sl shows
in lack of vpgrading and promotion, often
digguized by anti-lilution agreements ond a
limited aecess Lo the necessary apprentice-
shipe

Whai lruve the unions done to fighe
racism? Very little is the answer. Sometimes
seclions of the trace union movemeant has
bebaved in an open and actively rackl way.

Dockers and Smithiield porters marched
for Powell. Stewards in Y orkshime agreed o
‘eolour guota® with one bus company.

AUEW stewards negotisted ablacks only
redundancy clauss af a West Midlands
factory. & TGWLU official in alliance with
management teied to ovst Black, militant
stewarids af British Celanese by playing on
the racist ecmtiments of white workers

Al Impernial Typewriters, both Bromley
[the TGWLU official] and Weavar [ TGWL
works” convenor, have used racialist
arpaments to attack the strikers.

Matiomally, the unions have recently been
busy making antiracist declarations. The
EEFTU — slectrbeiins’ and plumbers” union —
passed A tmagmilieent® resololion ngrinat
racialism at i3 annual conference. A few
short months later the zame woion plaved
an overtly rcist mole in the Standard
Telephone strike,

In the sixtics the Labrour Government
wenl 1o the TUC with a plan to in clode no-

L} . 1 !
dizcrimination clauses in poveroment contracia.

The TUE soid no, They sxpluined thal (hay
were apposed to giving privileges to one
gection of the working class!

Some proups of Black wockers, despairing
at the racism of the wpion officials, and
sectons of the membership, have setup
separiie “hipck unions’, This hos not solved
the problem. Whore this has been tried —
“Cluick Deal' Bradlord, RAAS union ol
Preston — it has led to debacle snd defeat.

ISCLATE

Despite their imperlections the aniomns
glve protéction to the working class. Splits in the
umicns would weaken the working class and
izolate black workers even niore.

Whal is necessry is thot hlock workers,
white militants and revolutwnaries should take
up the fighl against tacism inside the unions.

This has to be done, not simply by pirsing
sgeneral” anlisracit resadutions but by orgenis
ing campaipms of support for strikes =ach e
Imperinl Typewrilers,

It 18 encourapng thae the shop stewarnds
at BLMO Longbridge have banoed a mesting
calbed by the Inecr Trade Union Allionce,
a “tragle union® Froml oulfit se0 up by the
Mational Front. Union anti-racists shold
certainly demand thal lrade unicn journals
cease publishing racist ond fascist arctizles,
The journal of the Hosiery and Knlteesar
Union haga deplerable recond in this respect.

Apain, trade wnion militants should fight to ger
contingenis from wnjon branches and jobs to the
anti-fascist demonsiTations, as wall as laking up
= Vigorous siTugle against the reactionary fo-
migration laws

ORGANISED

The fighl against facisn i the unlons has to
be organised by militants and- revedul ionaries
oTganising pracrical interventions, not waiting
unril the wnion leaders decide to act.

In America the Gawernment has introduoced
*fuir employment’ legislation. Marxists ans
oppoded to the capitalist State interesning in the
unions. However the unians themselves muost
Lake ugp the fight to puarantes racisl equality in
complovment. They must plso insist on cqualily
in prommotion and access to employment.

Black workers have affen orginised their
Tuctories and banded over thovsands of mem-
bess to the unions, This has often been done
without the asistance of the unions. What s
needed is 0 massive recmilment eampaign of
black workers and the publication of material
explaining the need for trade wnions io the
langunge of the immigrant minorities. 1f the
mational leaders refuse to do this, then, loeal
brnches. shop stewapds’ commitlees, trades
councils or even ad hoo groups il bemzad
unionists muat undertake this task.

MO EXCEPTION

Kacism [otally permeates British society amd
the unions e b cxception to this Guamanizes
of no discrimination are ned worth the paper
that they ote writien on unles propecly paliced,
Black waorkeis have by hard struggle won impor-
Lanl baliles agninst the employers, Whea they
huve goe back to wark they have saen their
ledders victimsed and the newly won agresmens
nul fully implemented breause of the artiudes
of the urion bureguemals, This is why the FMG
supnorts the demand for black cawcuses in 1he
uptona. This ds an effective way of ensaring
agresmenls are implemented and the demands of
the imnlgrant wadkers are taken wp ond agteafly
fought Fer,

The working class will pay dearly in the com-
ing period il it doea not cleaose ils organizalions
of tacism, Recism is the most powerful toal the
employems have to divide the working clags. And
in the coming battles the mling elass will not
hesitabe to use it

AMOREW JEMEING

Litton Industries- a multi-national at work ‘

Imparial Typewriters is completely ownad by the Amarican multi-national corporation

| Litton industries, Litton had a turnover of 2 476 633 000 dallars in 1872 and owns
ovar 1660 pants and Tacilities spraad over 32 countriss,
Litton alsa owns Triomph end Sdler Typewriters as wall a8 Olympu: busingss machines,
Sweda cosh regivters, Yan Mortrand Educational Publishing and the London Office

Machinery Company._

Litton moved i typewriter production from Hertford, Conneticut, USA, whan it |

| bowght out |mperyisl. 1t dossd down (12 Hartferd Plant, sackoed all dve workars and
justified this on the grounds that {abour wit chisaper sbroad, Aided by training and
restvval grants from the Brtish Government it moved is machinery into Lelcester and

Huft,

Indamsd Revenoe. I s therefore able to Use its

it workchoroe.

Rince 1568 the workforee in Hull and Leicester has doubled — turmover has trebied
riing from £3,.386 000 to £10 162 000, Deapite the ineresze in production Litton elaim
a lows of E2,938 000 For 1972, The company is now private with its financial head office
in Zurich which controds Linton"s European flnancial deallngs. This alsn haelps Litton to
koep ity real information on their overall finance away from ressarchers.

in 1872 £6.4 million worth of the company's poods were exporied snd £4.6 miltion of
that went o other companies in the same group. Thus Littan doss not pay any Wx to the
‘losges! and ability to move its goods 218
cheap price, o8 couniry where it tex position (s more favourable, a3 bieckmall ageingt

et Wenkiy 11 July 1574 Page. b




Fhoto: FACE TODAY

Dear Ked Weekly,

While the true [zeis abont the fate

of Michael Gaughan — the Republican
prisoner who mel his death in Park
huret prison on 3 June afler 64 days
on bunger sirike — were revealed at
the coroner’s inguest held recently,
theiz subsequent distoriion once
sgain confirms the collusion of prison
authorities, dociors, Governmeni smd
the bourgeois press in concezling the
regl horrors of forcible feeding and
ireaiment of preoners.

On 2 June, the day before he died,
Gaughan was staied 1o be ‘reasonably
well’ by Dr Cooper, the Prison Medic-
al Oifficer; and at 1045 am he was
held down by hospital officers and
furcibly fed for the nineteenth time.
He coughed and splutiered and vomit-
ed half a pint of the farenriched milk
he was given. By mid-day, he was
gerionsly ill, with shivering attacks,

o fever of 104 deprees, and s rapid
pulse, Expmination by two dociors,
and chest X-ray showed exiensive
bilatersl prewmonia.

But nearly 24 hours clapsed
befare treatemend was staried with
antibiotics, omd, even later, with

The death of Michael Gaughan D'FFERENC
— manslaughter due to force-feeding

steroids, and by 7.30 the next evening

he was dead, The pathologist s
examinnlien revealed widespread
inflammation, with fnity malerisl
ihroughout the lumgs in all stages

of breakdown, showing thar not only
hind milk got ke the longs on thai
Sunday. but alao many times belore
when he was force-fed.

Throughout the mqoest, it was
obwions Lhat the suthoritics were
pushing for & verdict of suicide. Bui
cvidence from Gaughan's father, the
chaplain amd others plainly sliowed
that Gaughan was not refusing to eat

hecguse he wished 1o die as soch. The

coromer’s jury thercfore conjored up
o verdict of ‘death by sell negleet”.
the medical evidence clearly shoows

nnswer when asked by counsel
whether he would still have led hind
permission nol been fortheoming,
Around the Lime of the inguest,
the BMA central ethical commil Lee

were meeling (o discuss force-feeding,

naving been forced to do so by the
persislent protost campaign nmomng
militant doctors inilisted by the

MG, The BMA prodoced an exireme-

1y mueddled two-page document for

the press which mansged fo conclude,

by confused argumeni, thei prison
medical officers should continue to
carry out their dulies ns belore.

An example of their contradictory

reasoning is the opinion given by Lthe

diseiplimary body ), that a docior's

that dearh by maonsoighter due to forceduty is to protect Life and he is not

feeding by 1he privon doctorson ihe

orders of the Home Office can e the

only correct verdier.

Drespite sirong deninls by the
British Medical Association and the
Home Office, statemenis made at
the inqueat confirm without douhi
ihe role of dockors as agents of the
State in force feeding. Dy Coaper
agreed that he had had to obizin
the wrilten spproval of the Prison
Ceovernor before starting 1o feed.
although this i= claimed 1o be a pure
Iy “miecical decision’. He refused (o

guiliy of professional misconduct if
he force-leeds in order (o save hife.
But he then savs that o doctor who
refuses 1o Torce feed, (and who
therefore fuils Lo savelife) s =till not
guilty of misconduct! They slso
perpeindie the myth thal doclors
aci with “clinical independence’ ai
all times, which & clearly scen not
tobe the cose in the force-Tesding
of prisoners, ad in many other
medical situntions,

A& DOCTOR

(name and address supplied)

The demand for the releass of the Brockwell 3 — the tl';rae bilack school students wio wera railrosded 1o jail earlier this

year — was reinforced last Saturday by a further demonstration through Brixton, organised by & numbsar of hlack
organisationd and supported by the IMG. :

The sama weekend, however, the unprecedented school students’ strike on 3 April which gave the real impetus to
the campaign cama under attack from membaers of the Young Communsit League, speaking at the mnu:l_mnfmaﬂnce
of the Mational Union of School Students. They srgued that it was "unofficial’, and forced through a motion that in
future all suich sirikes would have to be approved by the Executive Commites.

The NLUISS conference did make some progress, though, deciding to launch campaigns amongst school students for
grants for over-sixtesns, and against the cuts in Governmant spending on education,

WHATS |
ON

BENGALI FRIENDS i n Eiraps armd
elsewihere, for Bengalr books and Lavar
| Faurth Weitarmatioral moerl, contact:
Bengali, Mullvaden, Bax 3274, 10365
Stockhotm, Sweden.

LIVERFPOOL RED BOOKES: Rmwalution
ary literature — Marg, Lenin, Tedisky .,
Enttarn Eurape, Third World, Irelond,
Boman's Libaration. 81s Fensbaw
Breent Liverpoo!, Toes < Fri: 1230 -

3. 8t 11 = 3,

MNOTTINGHAM RED CIRCLES: Wide-
raryjirg secies O discuisionas eed an

rhir patitics af the Fourth irterpaticoal,
Ewery 2 and &tk Tussclsy 0o manth
at 8 am o the Lhan Hotel, Clumibese Bresd.

FIIl_|:| F!lvukll.- 11 July 1974

1RG GAY GROUP: Coneact . Afitle, 153
Wordhpuse Lana, Leeds, for further
micrmatian,

RED MOLES — |mgrnarionals: First
rwwenty Red Mabkes for anly BOg plas
30p plp: Intarrariorats 1985-71, ten
canssoutive issaes, anly £1 plus 25p
pfop, Limilcad suppdies onby. Al procaack
tix Aed Waesksy Furel Drive. Ceders, with
money, to BE Adame, 18 Coeparation
Caks, Mattingham.

END POLITICAL TRIALS in Chilel
Labgur break all lnks weith Chilsan jumeat
Picket Cabingt meeting, 10 Dawwning
Steoet, Tussday 16 Juky, 12.30 - 2 pm.

SOUTHALL RED FORUMS: Evary Friday
meeningat B pm in ‘Featharstors &',
Fegihprgrona Rosd, Souchall (nes Domm-
jan Ciresral,

Page B

TRAOOPE OUT MOVEMERNT: Enfweld
arl Edimantan brgach tesy public meet
ing. Speakers: Alistair Aecwick | TOMI,
Alan Waris (& LUEW. Stephen Allman
{ex-Labour councilbor |, Teesday 16 July
7.4% prmy, Edmanten Gresn Swimming
Bathe Howsar Edmeencon BR ematan, or
bz from Seecn Slsters).

FAEE IRELAMD FORUM; Sery Lawdes
o “THA crrant situstinn and the Lister
warkers' lock owt', Fridey 12 July, B pm
at Ganaral Fictoan puh, Caindonian Foad
(B miris Kings & tubel .

LOMNDON RED FORLUNS: & compreh-
rnsive political edacatiin &8 idE, BvRTY
Tussdsy 3t B pm i tha Grreral Fictan
pub, Caledonizn Roed, NT. 16 July:
“The Strang Srate, Fascismiand Aacism’,

23 Juby: "Chile!Pestugi—Norkers'
 Browwer o Asformmist Boad?

BETWEEN
IS AND IMG

Dicar Red Weekly,

Youx reporr nf the Working Women's
Charter meetiog of June 22l is 0 dis-
loried ag to raise the gusstion wherher
wour "reporlsr’ w8 there ar all amd
wlial your motives in reperiing’ the
meeiing aors

it is complepdly witroe tand il it
wore bige, iielevant) chat "ES wete
putting in thear (st appssance of the
vampaipn’. 15 members have participared
in carlicr pable: mectinps of the Chareer
gl indesd inche ocrgznisation of the

Bui president of the GMC {doctors” official] Jume I2ad meeting. Aswas mods quile

ciear op June 220d, 15 moibera have
beem gctive iy pirting the charle o
their own wnicm braoches,

Far lmstaice, o8 a member of Camden
Trubes Council, | would never sugpusd
that Trades Counvils weie the bodies thad

women should kook o prinanly, Indeed
that propasition hardly lalliez with the
Twmmering swey of the theme ol rank

and Tibs muepmiats ahich [ was suppesed
oo hopee mhade . What 1 dd nzaisiain was that
woamen wha were active paliticaliv paghe
tee e palting the Charter throaeh other
Eroups abile 1o take el lactive aclion an

ita demands, paclicularly the unions. This

was down m o wiilling, =0 shouldn’t have
een difficalt For yoa ta repart carmecth,

I acpwed against th altilialion of pali-
ical proups as suwch an the groends that
this built in @ tendeney Tor sectarian
spuabibding which cold anly weaken
the Chacles. This bardby conslatules
ezinz ungbear akout "t parpose of
savier pbitical prgamisztions aftillajed’,
rather o clear appreciation of the reasons
wliy not, {Indeed the omly readon: given
Iy TG mi ks Por sach aililivtsm
was 1o provide p means of jedgng the
Tely”, whitch beart ot my point, il any-
rhing.J .

L1 iz shiryply prepasberoas o pepord
that 1 saidl ‘b 1% ic wad nod the role ol
wommen Lo take decisians an such matrers”
Even of this were (be eage [which il ix
sl h i beading spe s T For un
oreansation wonld keedly proclam
gaich a situalicn Lo 4 meerae ol wemen
warkers. What 1 ociually said, 1 arguing
apaingl the affiliarion of puliticd praips,
waa that 3t wis a1 ap BaciS b take
deciainns For o grnuine rank and fle
moverenn, 15 members ool coaree
Fight witlsin i amions for thii
palitics,

The npeat distarbing ebament af your
‘report” was Your grreck oo 15 palicy
o such otk was sl Ly the TG
al the mecting which wax 2 us=fil nom
secdapian Jiscusban o sernteey Tl nialn
rosalutinn which was passed wis prapsd
by Dodie Weppler ¢ TG i was n
affect, Keatical with the propeszl gl
foraard b 15 cammdes, momely that
Trade Lnion brenches, workphao: crisigs
and 1rades «auncils shoald fapm the
imitia] delepate shrociure araund the
Chacter and fhat "z GEer oTEMEELONE 2
position i effeslivehy mishilise oo the
damantds of the Charcer” could sobsegus il
Iv he uccepred by ihat delegabe body as
an arfiliated arenmisation. IMGand 18
wers united an s, only the Maoists
Being opposed, Toatlack *[5 polky” i
then ampy disingeinnons,

18 mermbers invalved i the Charter
wre intetesied in baikling a penuine
agganization of working women arcamd
the demands of e Chariee. This won't
b achisved iF fad Beekly persisis inits
wicdarian fabeicalivng, »hich, incidenially,
Bzar Ledle relnticny 10 the stance and
atiitodes al IMG wameen dowdlefd i
e Charter

Fraternally,

Lnesni: B gl

REPLY

Readers will have seon an errafum
imserbed il st woeek's Bed el g
knoatedging twe facrual errorsin the
orlginal repart «f the meeting which
oocumed throu gh editing

‘There are mojor difleresces berwees
the 18 and the DG on how the Wiemen's
Charter campaign ¢an be most effecively
built. These appeared at the mesting
aroiind the queestion of the affiliation of
political organisalons,

The 15 nre appassed v the alfiliation
of political organlmisons on the grounds
tha it womld b i secianian squabhling
Sheila Ruobin, an I3 member, arguead of
the mecting chat sinee revalutionaries el
their podidical leadérship from their place

WORKING
WOMEN'’S
CHARTER

po— ,-1 5 '\;:;}
A

*{

o wirk , delegaies from. ihe shop-Toos
veomld provide politicsl dection for the
AN AEN.

The IMC far from hasing their argu-
mient for poditscd affiliabons on the
prommnds that it would ablow others o
'podge” the left, emphasised that
vl Lonany organistions sl thear
members shoubd provide political leader-
ship nof only on the shap Thoor, bul alao
coubl conicibuie greatly io the develop-
ment al the Charter campaign,

For examphe, doowe see U campaign
smipiy 2% 0 ressare Eowap 00 perssde
the Labour governmend o implemmeni
the Foual Puy Acl mew?® The MG thinks
nol. We selicve that any gains made on
cqual pay, the ficsd demaml of the
Charter, will be made through the sell
arganisation of the working clags, mt
thrngh relying on the Lahowr goern-
ment’s gousd will, Dther groups will have
difTerest ileas, bt chese waier be thor-
cnighly debated o dis] woe can develop
the most effective cumpaign,

The mai cfitarion sei-diown for
nlbowing any group (o alTiliale isan
assesamenl af the group’s ahilily Lo
reach andd help ofganise nellicant wamen
warkers. In this respecl. we misl anaivse
st smiggles women haye boen sivnlved
in: Fakenham, Lancasrer Cleaners, London
Night Cleaners, vii.

I ench oo these siruggles the miss
argawisadions of the working clas - the
trads undons and e | ahowe Parly —vleary
waers way in the lendership,. The eevolaisen
ary arini s e mhle e hove o sig-
niflcanr impact.

Far & varicty of reasons < inchinding
women's historseal lack ab inregration il
rhee eradidinnal acgnis s of e warking
class — wnmenare aFbeEn very Open o mew
fomms of siru e Bl e now plibicat sleas
To overlonk plic ahilite of revolo Liomry
rganisztions o reach milifant women is
0 cur onrsehees aff from an smpectang
waurce il new suppel For the Cliarrer,

To place the affil@tion ooestion in
terms ool thuse groups whas ams ‘poct of
the brosder labeir newement’, ox [%
nindivates chee inchesion of Temnls
Agsisciationd spel Clajianrs Lniens is e
pose o Tabile debate — whether o8 gt an
AW g s LR qualifies for membership
imoo the: “broader laboor masement’,

Mon: impormnthy; the 1§ position
implies & reliznae <o e radirional
rmpanigtions of the warking chss o
take @ lead Om ihe Charper; Clearly the
vivbe, @ o) i, musl be given loeery
group — ncludingg petitecal groups
orgEnising consistently arouwnd the
Charter, in arder te drow inda the cam-
pign dhe broadest layer of workers

possibie.

There are mamy other questions
arising frome the dilTenences Belwaz
tlee EMIG and the 15 - the night of
women's liberalion grisips actively
cATEpAlgnang T wivbe ar-of riphs, the
usé of the Charter o prowide o basis
fior mpvtiacians in trade unicns, and
the aflilialion basis for growpes dreh 53
Tenmmrs Assncitions and Cloimants
[ B4 11THTTH Elﬂfﬁﬂl 1By Fedders will wiirte @nia
the Ko Beekly on these pariicalar
e Ehima,

LEOEHE WEFPLER

RED BOOKS

97 Caledonian Rd., London M. 1.
COPEN 10am — Bpen Man—Fri
10.30am — 5.30pm Saturday

NOWAKAILABLE:

Coawley — Women & the Unions 10p
Fascism & Bey Busness, 0. Gearin E1.40
INPRECOR g
Tha PLOUGH Gp

plus many ather gapers of the Fourth
Irterraticnal, arvd MARE-ENGELS—
LENIN-TROTEKY, ote,

MAL BREER: ‘add 15p on orders
urgler C1. 10% discount an all ardeérs
ower £6. . .




PORTUGAL

LESSONS OF
THE STRIKE
MOVEMENT

THE RECENT repressive moves made by Portugal's Provisional Government
ure designed to strengthen the position of the ruling clas in preparation for

o e workers” offensve in the autumn,

The latest develoghnent has been the prosecution of two Lishon nows-
papers Tof daring (o pablish news regorts aboel the recent arrest of (wo
army ofTicers. The officers were charged with refusing 1o obey iheir orders
to strike-break during the recent postal workersstrile.

Well may the bourgeoisie hasten 1o
make such preparations. For ihe wave

ol siruggle that swept the country afte:

the coup revealed the Lnmense crealiy
ity and fighting determination of the
Porfuguess workers,
STRIKE MOVEMENT

The sirike movement became
generalised throughout the country
only after the massive wirking class
May Day demonstration had made
clear the powerful posilion of the
warkers

Among the firsl workers to act
were those in communications. As
early as 30 Aprid worker in one
Lishon radio statiomn had siruck
over management’s refusal o brousl-
casl inlerveews with political exdes

The CP's 'close

collaboration’
with the capitalists

I gt ew pablished on 4 June
Fortugal's Minisrer of Labour, Comman:
st Pacheco Goncalves, made some very
lefling statements,

Wlien asked aboul the "painta of tension’

bitween kis mimisiry and ihe Ministry of
Econnmic Coondinatkon, Gencalves
arswired:

It wonild not he corres) (o wpicak of
feoen s ol lension amiong the ministrics
Thoro doos ex 81 @ seriows coplraiticion
e tadaen Wi Juvel of the just demand s of
the workess amd fhe degres (o which & ix
mosstblie toositisly dthem. To overenme
this contredwtion & chode colabaratian
v the Ministry of Labeur and the
Minisdsy of Deoname Coordinirion j«

I lbis collaboralitn must be
Licd b a clear uney of objeekives amang
IS manisteecs aisd (0 8 sbreng popalkar

Do

NECEsry

suptport. | woold sy that i ensicns”
cxmt, they are the road along which s
cammuon el Tard ab ra rional recoeery
masl pais

Whi is this minister of the cosnomy
with whom a ‘chose collsbaration” is
necessary within a “clear unity of
abgeciives’ amnd with wham *a common
efforl af mationsl recovery {5 1o be made?

He is v Yaseo ¥isira de Almeida,

“whi has sueessively been mmderdirector,

gendral drector, ord admindsdraior of

ihe Portugaese Bank of the Atlantic,
#lministrator of the Portugaes: Peilmlenm
Refining Corporation, Ine.; vice-presklent
O the Chamber of Commerces liead of
comnmerclal missions 1o Jepan and Brazil;
suthor of ¥arious artiches published s the
Fiveneii Timer, the American Saaker,
et admimstealor of the Noticins]
Association of Petroleam; vice-presdent
of the sdminisintive couneil of the
Franco-Foruguese (Overseas Bank;:
almimistraoor of the Lishon Bank, Lic.:
and presideot of the Pofluguess Beal
Eatate Credit Association,

Ag is clear, thig geatleman did oot
o 30 bepdly during the previous Tegime.
Bul now he is serving his class hedter
fram the Ministry of Econamic Coonline
LEIEIN

(roncalves, whio wag a bank employee
sl union kader during the privious
regime, is now serving his hosees’
ininreste hatter,

T thee question of wiherler the new
Intowsr law would prohibit firings withar
iustifiabbe cause, he answored:

I would nobbe ghis to give any
caleporical guurantees on hal. Ta probibit
firings withoul usiifizsbia cause is o
Ezutiful aspiration of the warkers. Bul we
cangrhie tocdjstinpuish punitive linngs fram
sirnple wnjustified firinge. Any law ot s
it adapked (o0 e socw reqfivies niwarg
riuns che risk af naf Binge carried ot

On 9 May the workers at Lishon’s
leading daily newspaper struck to
{IEH“"‘I publication of & statement
Triem the workers on the freni Page.
They were supporizd by workers at
another major daily paper
Ihe movement extended into-the

construction imdustry, whers imemio-
rant workers — mosl of them fron
the Alrican Cape Yerde Islands
:'n-ugl'-: side by sde with Porlogoess
workers in avery muditant ﬁtr.l,ggh.".
tn 15 May the workers of various
CONSITACTIE COIngaiios wenl on
strike anad orgenised Mving squads to
protect thelr atmugple. On 13 May
unenigran! workers (400 from Cape
YWerdeland Fortuguess workers
{1,200 1 the Panussquelre iron
mines lsunched a movement that
lzsted wniil 20 May when all their
demands werg met (guarantecd min-
imum wape of 6000 escudos [£100]
a manlh, an extra month’s poy every
year, fres medical ascistance, one
month vacation). The warkers com-
mission that led the strike was com-
posed of Four Portuguese and four
Cape Verde workers,

The chemical indusiry, the aubo-
mobile and refated indusiries, (he
food Industry, the banks and in-
surance companics, were all hit by
workers mobilisations

The demunds thal were raised
nearty oll thess mobilisstions were:
8 minlmiem monthly wage of &.000
csoudog, Torty-hour workweek  thir-
tezn and fourisen morths’ pay a
VEar, ones month vacalion, guarin
tecd wages in cuse of illness o
gecident. Demands directed pgainst
the capilalist organisalion ol labouwr
were rang, but thoese concerning
security of emgloyment {rehiring of
fired workers, no lavoffs) became
mare and mode numerous asthe
mubilisations went on. This s ah
vicusly impodtant, for the fight
Hgninst unemployment may well
be one of the main axes of the
inohilisationg in the 3utumn

The proces of conscious anifica-
tinmn al The movement was very fim-
ited, belng restricred to the textile
indisiry, where the MES (Mosvemant
of the Socialisl Lefi) has an impor-
Lant trodeanion mfluence. On 12
May some 6,000 workers in the
vencl industiy Witioted 2 struggle
demanding o 1,000 escudo (£17)
incrense Tor all. By 14 May more
than 20,000 workers in the textile
industey wore engaped in stroggle,

DEMOCRATIC FORMS

In-many Faclories, dermocratic
forma of orpanisation of the strikes
emerged. Workers commisslons Were
elected in order te work ool a grlat-
form of demands and crganise the
fight, This was the caze, for example;
in the Lisnave shipvards (whers
8400 workers wenton striks on 13
May) and in the Mosma metal factory
Lon strike since L6 May), in which u
workers” commbBslon composed of
nine members arganised the occupa-
tion of the factory and the formation
of picket sguads

These workers' commissions were
somewhep: betwesn sirke commil
tecs amwl fﬂl;h.l]’)’ committess, Th:!,'

united the workees vanguard in the
" |zadership of the strike nnd alzo o1-

ennized peneral sssembli=s of workers

S e

Many

meating uf:td wnrl:ur:duriq_ﬂu sirika .

to make essenlial decisions. At Meosa
and Timex these workers' commissions
rejected the intervenlion of the Union
Federation {controlled by the Com-
mumnigt Parmv), which tried o inferfers
e the strike Lo take over ity leadership
aid destroy the democratic forms of
organisation thet had developed in the
strupgle.

The wave of mobilisation Bas rec-
eded gince 30-3 1 Moy, But it would
be complzizly wrong to interpret the
decline in struggles either as a deleat
or as evidence of the C's or the Un-
in Federation’s ability 1o contral 1the
siluptiomn.

As far as wages ans concarned,
although the CP supported the mis-
e whage ol 3,300 cacudos (£55)

i month that had been ‘granted’ by
the Frovisional Government [hefors
25 Aprl the CF was demanding
G000 escudog), the incressss won

bn struggle were generally of 1he
order of 1,000 Lo 1,300 esoudos

and the minimum wages most often
excerded by several hundred eacudos
the national minimum “offercd’ by
the Provistonsl Government

Ax [ar as the workweek is concern
ad, wictories were |€58 nurmerous But
vacations were won And the dgstine
of the strugples ie not 2o strange con-
gidering 1hal in a fow davs thousands
of Portuguese workers will be shie 1o
gor on paid vacations for the first time,
Ihe crucizl question remains what
kind ool peaction the masses will mount
ey 3 worsening of the ecopomic aitu-
atlon and o a counter-offensive by
the employers.

ADVANCED

Some strikes have arigsen whose
goals and organisation indicate the
deepear process of radicatisation thal
is affecting advanced secrors of the
waorking class, The atrikes at Timex
and Mesad presage whal could develop

maore widely during o new rise of
strugples.

It moust Uirst of all be understood
that such strikes immediately con-
frant the whede apti-strike campaign
ihe CP has becn waglng, 3 campaign
that has been luken up by the junca.
The continuation of thess strikes
therefore involves a process of palit-
ickzation — breaking with the line of
the CF and opposing the manoesuvres
of the Union Foderation, which is
apaking 1o get a tight grip on thase
staggles in order Lo be able Lo stran-
gle Lhem,

Thiz confrontalion and this break

with the CP line involves a streagthin-

ing both of the forms of self-orgamisa-
tion and of the support campaigns for

the struggles. Omn 27 May, after having

waged a strike fromm 9 May bo 15 May
amd after hoving put the Torty-hour
work-wesk into effect themaelves,
the Time z workers ocoupied the fac-

.l'i\'.m of tha Fourth Internatiomm)

plaved a decisive mle.

The elements at work in these
strikes (demands fike integeation of
bonuses into bazc wages, the indti-
atives tending toward workers' ean-
treal, the democrate organisation of
the strugge and the factory occupa-
ticns, the opposition o the policy
of the CFF) hove allowed revalutionary
Marxists to develop agitalion and
propaganda that is winning a signif-
icant hearing pmong the young work-
ers wh, after having succesfully led
atrikes and having fought for demaoc-

fatic manngement of the struggle, find

themaelves faciog a Communist Party

that is aciually opposing their strujgle,

Even inrelation to the most im-
madiate probiems it pppears that the
CF is totally disarming the workers

in face of the policy of the cmployers,

who can only be expected 19 try and
maintain the “wage advantages” they

tory, The workers’ commision that washold over their Eurapean comperitars

leading the strike crganised sirike
pickets, gained control over the com-
pany’s siocks, prevenied any watches
from being shipped out, and planned
o0 oceupying the company. offices
and on establishing a *sar chest! to
malke aure that the workers woulid

be piid for the time they were an
strike. The strupgle at Lip in Francs
had developed an inflysnce that
spread as far as Liskon)

In wddition, the working men and
worizn of Timex, like those of Mesan,
published o newspaper in order ta
publicise thetr struggle, 8 newspaper
which sore and more consciousdy
axpressed their opposition 1o the
stratepy of the CF gnd the Unicn
Pederation: Finally, they organissd
demonstrations in conjunction with
the Timex Support Commitoee, n
which the militants of the LO (in=
ternptionaliat Communist Leagua,

Portoguess sempathising erganisa-

in the Common Market and who will
Ly to win back what they hove been
forced to yiekd under the ‘pressure
of events’;

It is not likely — and there are
already various indications of thiz —
that the CPF will be able to contioe
this police and still maintain its
present influence sver the working
magscs. The demonsiracion bo sup-
port the policy of the Ministoy of
Labour, al the hepd of which march-
ed the Communist” Pachecs
Gomealves, was a failurs, Op 30
May, the day of the march, oo mons
than 5,000 or 6,000 démonstratars
expresed theie support of fhe paolicy
of “national union” and of the “anii-
strike struggle’. The national onthem
wag sung in this demonstration, and
partrails of Spinola were carried.
The Union of Communist Students
swell the ronks of the warkers
favoueing “social peace’,

Portuguese
Fund Appeal

Chnwaf the mst concreie ways in which
miltHaiis in Bridain can wil fyeir Poplueie s
cumrades is by contribucing teosar fund in
aid of the O, Porpeges svmpathising
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Teachers’ [L\{«

UNOFFICIAL STRIKE action by tenchers in London has foreed the Executive

of the National Unien of Teachers to call an officil sirike for Thursday 11
July in opposition to the Pay Board's recommendations for o two-bier Loauden

Allamnee,

The unoffical stikes, ormnised by the London Teuchers Action Commit-
tee, began on- 23 Mav and were Tollowed by extended sction al {he beginning of
June. Siriking teachers viesited schools warning of the danger of a two-tier
proposaf and 2 summer holiday sell-out by the Execudive,

B0 suceessful were they in alerting
teachers Lo the likely nature of the
Pay Board report that a lobby of the
NUT Executive an Thumsday 4 July
was pitended by over 300 teachers.
The mext day o siriking Leachers
labted (he Burnham negotiating
commities.

EXECUTIVE

Proof of the correctness of the
Action Commiiless sirelegy liag
come with the Executive’s decision
to call strike sction for the mme gay

that the unoificial srikers had alresdy

decided upon, Far from being “adven-
turist’, 25 the Workers” Revolulionary
Party termed them, or 'pointless’,

25 Lhe Communist Party and ML
Executive member Max Morris said,
the skrikes have been fully vindicated.

Mi-one should be disarmead by the
sudden about turn of the Execullve.
They are past masiers ail the art of
selling oul. They sold out the Lon-
don Allowance fight lost year nnd are
atill trying to discipline three Waids-
worth militanis who oppaosed them
sl that time. % Eiecutlve’s man-
oouvTe I8 mply an aliempl bo regin
control of e satuation.

For the moment. howevyer, the
oot ison the other foot. The task is
{0 nuake sure if Slays there. The hest
means of preventing a sell-out and
preparing for the avrumn 8 © devel-
op & siralepy which can overcome
the malation of London from the
rest of the couniry,

Thiz will involve taking up the
mational c&im and mainl@ning tha
Action Commities as o ceniral
co-ordinating body, It is the Action
Commdlie which bas called amd
organised the strikes and has succeeds
ed in breaking down the isolstion of
leathers which led previously de-
moralised mony schools.

[tz fhght for the London Allow-
ance s a [ighl Lo improve Leachers”
low pay. This affects aif tezchers
perogs the country, Strikers in Lon-
don recopnise this and have demand-
ed the immedidle opening of negol-
iations on the national claim for &
L2040 & year slarling sakury, Teach-
erd in the rest of the country should
take up this demand righl away,

The B% pay ris teachors won
at the beginning of the year meant a
cut in lving standards, becsase the
coat of living had already risen by
1 2.5%, Teachars therefare need to

protect all future gaine against
further inflation

Central to o push for the national
claim, theretore, & the relention ol
the threshold ngreement. But irratead
of (eachers waiting until these has
been @ 7% incrense in the cost of
living éfore they pet any addiliong,
their wages shouwld pa up pou nd for
pound with the cost of living

CUTs

Buat pay iz only one aspect of ihe
crigis in educption, Relore ChrElinas
1973 the Torn Govermment cud
L1880 million off the educatlon bud-
pet. This attack on rhe sducation
avabem has been upheld by the Lab-
ouf Government. London alone has
hid box bkl up plans for 31 new

Fumary acloals,

What is needed I8 3 myfional fight
to defend the education system. Thes
fight i a5 urpent as that o defend
the National Health Service, and, like
that, needs and descrees tho active
suppart of all sections of the working
clags.

The Labour Governmeni shonald
restore the cuis &nd immgdiately
enddorse the confiscabion ol land and
burildings o replace dilapidated
sehrois, and do away willl over-
crowded clussrooms, bad sinitzlion
and ‘poor facillties.

The education system, Uke its
buildings, is falling aparé. Insiead of
bieing rebuilt it b= simply being pateh-
ed ap.

London teachers have struck the
firat blow in the vital flight to res-
erse this trend, Winning | he strigels
for o London Allowance of L350
fea all London teaclers wouald be a
major step foresird in this Dghl

A fiphting unity wich lecal govern-
ment workers and Lhe nurses is i
urgent objzctive, Mone of thess sec-
Livis in is0lalion i howed Tor 18 ind-
ustrial muecle, but their united strog-
glem wondld T an important politeal
example to the rest of the working
cluss gn hovw 1o deal with the oon-
tinuing crisiz of capiralism,

A DONOGHLE

RED TEACHERS FORUM
‘Unafficial action worksl”
Bernard Rezgan (Action Committes)

Ianday 15 July, 730 prm, in Lieiveesicy
af London Urion, Maler Srreet, WG T,
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Action Committee shows way

Interview with Bernard Reagan, chairman of the Action

What is the Lomdon Teaclsers Acthan
Commities?

It isn hody made up of representatives
Of delegaies Tront sebesols, The mormbseis
invalved have varied from 40 {10 &0 ad any
thise. Drogingg clse stiikes, meciogs have
heer hell of J00-408, cven G an the
Busnhiim sbbaar 5 Lilv, AL 'Gegclskong
are taken by an open vore of all epros-
tatives and deleggtes (o fhe commiies
The demovratic nafure of (e action
cammithee iz ans of the cornsrstonss of
iy credihility amonge teachers,

When amid heea did i comee into exis-
lenee?

Al the mass kobky ol the oo s Acisnn
Capnenbtiss o 25 May, Some schionls fook
sirike actiom that day oml that gave
el the confuderee thal we coulif take
sCction ourselves, Ahoul 400 prople wen:
wan that Inbhy arcd were very angry that
thes eecsamive had ot callod o4 some of
thee BN mchiools vebin had vielod Tos
extendasd srrike aotian, Helf torm was
gbout 1o fobew mind ey of s had o
pldture oF an exceubive scll-oal

I'ikink ihis senso ol wrgsncy made
peuphs keen thot the militaney should
not e wasted, Some people arpeed
Apalng Apceing up thee Aclion Coiimiiies
arsd wanied us to cely on reselulion-pas
sing im lovsl Associatians anal sooon,
Fartunately they were defeated

Whert has the Fclion commilless done?

Farst necl mest impargane, it hos
Brokea the Jaclstion Fell b ol milivad
schipals and provided: o means of paaling
aut rEsonirced, This meant we were ghle
10 Bave g ciacht Bgger gt han sach
schipal scting individeally

b die beginndrg of the ¥ e
have been mony schanls teking mitidant
slamla il hape pooldams exiarad awen
raniving da Lo and colleeting and disimba-
ting ifaemntian as towho would stnke,
whers, aml when, Moot Bow miitins
peaple are, when sotion isonmpletely
unuocrdenaled amsd disoreanised there ds
& bie donger of demaradisaticn. The
Avirn Commilter plyed a docisise 1ol
in overeomming thess prablems

W gLaeted with anly Toaur schiogls amd
begna with & eall for exrended action an
11 Jurew O counes the Dorcvs divsalviil
were small nnd the acrion snbe lnsted ane
week, but peaple miw [hal W cams oul
together ond went hack rogether, They
saw that alrthangh we s smali we

T wital we sl aesd ws did whatl we
9

Fhoro: CHRIS DAWVIES (Regoiil

sid. People saw (o0 Sl we cme vut of
thar Paving leacot a loi of things and that
wi inlendel tooapply thess lessans. Masgl
of alk they saw that the action cemniitice
was a demaeratic snmnson capable af
Erking real decisans

From then on we weie able o buld up
rapklly to mobdise soveral hendress, O
call Foar strike nefon nesl Tharsday was
gaing 1o veach tho widést lovers vet, That
15 oo daabt one of (e ke roasons ahv
e exicu v maile che call fior g hall=lay
fiffciad strike rn the wme day. We count
this a3 R Bip viclosy - not many peeply
evin in milicnnt Bricnacan have sal an
unofficia) shike needy edlicial evon befon
I has (aken plucs, OF coirag e weleome
whit ghe cxecutive has dane - phey will
aring i e wider Torees— bt we alic s
the meed ta go beyend a simple hall<day
serike: Ve sy calling Far fuether ac rion on
Thursday nnd hope: 10 huve the support
af iip 1o &0 whoals,

What are the bessogs®

Baksally U yau womi boowan oo s
b arganise Fonraalf, Use the ol fizials, of
copraes, ol dan ™t rely on arvane, Thers
18 na roeam far s=bappeinted lzaders in
strupele and e docsive people nre
Ehaes who an: onenged in e fipht. In
Uhis resacr all of he acupls woo slruck
fram 11-14 une wers the lenlers
b they did whal they sgid they
would, Lhes Bave also srzeeed o i ball

Committee
rolting,

Whaot's next?

This fight i=n’t pver Ly o long shist. Bt
taw wther things &re imporiaar. Fiesl we
weant the £ 1 wilion Tory afusation
ciens A el Seciod e woant the im-
mimliale opening af nomorebion: on e
rebionad cluim. Pay s a probiem thal
Faees deachaid malivnally .

I theiek we resd o confereace af Lhae
keeinning of Seplember 1o Girash ot the
nexbstend and jo beosden the seeoe af
The Acticn Committec, The mare (AT
who understand sl we il what wo
i, the B tber vur chomee af hringins
tbammeTacy inte the MUT,

Fisially, wn the Lamdar clanin aeselp,
w havs 4o avereons oo real weakaess
wr v fead incthe pase We laeen' i build
ol Limks werth afbe woskirs in struppls
far an inerezsed 1ondan alfewanee. O
ol thue reisans this bese't beer achisvad
is bBeeawss (heir Arrugles hneen'n
szl the samer lesel ol s I pamisation
0 R -bul W musl srteapr 1o
Hiex ek all the arhey wiorsers, in
parricilor vy NALGO webio ey inveived
in rhw Lodea Allawanee Bigh, We ik
Hiss dxprerie nee of the 'L sasliers Aciion
Commnitice holids Jessons whsch o aur-

Al jusd Lhe MUT, and g jabsn Fadig aiil
stromrihen every bady,

ﬂ'h Fifee "
-'ﬂl{]‘r:::‘ .-:

Six hundred itrul-:mq te-ar:heu h:rbhued the I:-h.:rnham mautmg on 5 July

London Weighting

WHEN IS A PAY BOARD LIKE AN

WHEN IS & PAY ROARD Hke an
elephani? When 't comes 1o giving
hirth, I would appear,

For almast nine modths the
Hoard has been (oiling awny over irs
London Weighting Allowanee reporr,
yel the end product is e very fachle
cregture tdeed

The Fay Banrd Had an tmpossible job
o wark ol progosals that could seees off
the pskag tide af discantent among
London's miblic semvics workers, and
dlevimle chranic staff shoriages. hae
without offering wape mses that waould
Q¥ERTANE (B applecart by giving a hell
boosl (o the nadoral wapes bill 2nd
driving the London buraughs ra the wall,

The Buand angues that i1 15 not setting

aut ia =alve the srableig at laboig
shertags iy Laodon, ki simply 10 pra-
vl ol compensation”’ 0 London wr-
kems b ke up For (ke Tt thadt the
SIS Wape buvs lessin Landon than else-
wheme,

Ar The Board says: “. Londan Wekdhiing
a1k basis wall belp oo ol Lthose Takaar
SUPRlY. prebicons zrising from differences
i rl earmings,., [n ether words, what
they greaffering is only o fraction of (e
sedie ancrenses rhat would be poeded 1o
reafly mes Losdon's labaur prableme

Bui shaould ‘cost compensuinn’ be
based on ko muesch extra the saome
srandard of Living vosis in Landom as
campared vath eleowhzrs (ihe ‘cosl
appreacht ! Ot an bea: moch extra

FUND DRIVE

Last month's final tol for our
Fund Drive of E365.59 wa
axcellent. But it's not encugh 1o
raise that amount once. We need to
et within striking distance of
B4 every manth if we'ra

to sariouwsly plan the expansion of
ol paper to 12 pages in the
autummn,

That’s wivy it's 50 disappointing
to record that only £29.90 arrived
im this weak's post towands owr
July total We know it's holiday
thrne; but we also. know that

many of our student readers will
neow be getting jobs, and 30 can
perhaps afford to dig a Iittle desp-
ef in their pockets to halp out
thwir papar. Coma on now = ety
see that money rolling in this
weak.

Chur thanks for contribut ions
this veeek go to: London IMG —
£13.10; K. Dovaston — £5; Reading
MG = £8; J. Taylor — £3: Leeds
IMGE — £1.30; E. Simpson — £1;
W.Pstrysha = £1; "By mpathisor' —
B0p,

Send all monay to: Red Weekly
Fund Dwive, 87 Caledonion Road,
London N1,

ELEPHANT?

Lorclarers spead cn the viriows dems In
thedr Budpet sumpared wich workes slae-
whem (Lhe Sespénditare approach®s?

Oy rosd eaesrians {ineluding T Koy
are of heusicg ] the Pay Board Concedes
13 correetoess of the Termer, wocepiing
the argamint thar: ', people hase 1o
cir thew scal peaeediing 14 thait Cbath
ard thwic compersation should niorhe
based oo osuch factars w5 ihe poorer
standnrd of aecommedation =nfarced by
highier prioss in Fondon

Unforrunately, the Doard expluing, it
b8 feally impossihle b regnese exactly
wital rqurvalent’ hiouzing is. f« Londan
werghiing mual be based poothe ‘expan-
diture approach’

It may b worliwhile to Tsak ot the
Lagiv: af thisappreach. Spsce the Landoea
workers ander seriling =re all on Ssackangl
pa¥ atrucluns,” they ear, on avomee, the
sammes as warkers clsewhicne, with the
addition of their meagre currend Loedon
ullowancas, The xtra they sparnidd foxelu-
ding paci-time alchemists and farpers)
compared with workess élarehens must e
Spatralent Lo chear exdirg Income —tle
present London allowaises,

Thus the ‘wxpereliture approach offees
defmitive poosf that e present allownnces
dre Expcily sufhcient, and Londop ssag-
kers dan't need & peony mare! Only the
profpcel ol Landen collgpsing under the
impact of dezarting workers and rewnliiog
trade unionisse can have prevented the Pay
Tanrd fallowing tbis lagie toids soncindan

continusd e page 7
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