E TORIES are desperate. At this
year's Tory party conference they
had to do something - anything -

to win back support.

Home Secretary Michael Howard got
the conference cheering and stamping
its feet with the oldest Tory trick in the
book - “law and order” rhetoric
appealing to the small-minded “hang
‘em and flog ‘em” brigade.

He called for longer prison sentences
and for more prisons to be built. This,
he said to wild cheers, will stop crime
and put the fear of God into criminals.

This is all bigoted rubbish.

* Prisons and institutions for young
offenders do not stop crime. Young
people sent to prison learn far more
about crime when they are inside than
they would have known before. That's
why 2 out of every 3 are back inside
again with a couple ol years.

* The real cause of crime is poverty.
Everyone knows this is true - even the
police chiels admit it. But Howard and
the Tories have to deny it. That way
they can spend money that should be
going towards jobs and decent bene-
fits for youth on more prisons.

* Even Tory judges, including the
L.ord Chief Justice, say that longer sen-
tences will not work. But Howard even
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