“Revorurionary M arxist Caucus

ewsleffer

December 1670

Number 5

e

FOR A  REVOLUTIONARY
" SOCIALIST YOUTH  MOVEMENT |

The need for a revolutionary socialist youth organization, open to
all political tendencies seeking revolutionary change, was clearly
demonstrated by the spontaneous upsurge of students and workers over
the Cambodia-Kent State crisis. Whether SDS can develop into such an
organization depends both on its internal structure and 1ts ability to
put forth a long-term revolutionary perspective. American society can-
not be revolutionized through campus based activity, but only through
a mass, working-class soclalist party. As part of 1ts socialist
propaganda, SDS should fight for the formation of such a party. UWhile ,
SDS cannot substitute itself for the Leninist party, substantial sectors
of radicalized youth can center thelr activities around those vital
issues - imperialism, chauvinism, nationalism, workers' power - which
willl contribute to the development of such a vanguard organization,

The last few years have seen incraasing fragmentation and exclu-
sionism on the left, Blacks and other ninorities have limited them-
selves to thelr ethnically exclusive organizations., Many radical women
have focussed groups exclusively concerned with tihe issue of women's
oppression. The left is beginning to look like a group of capitalist
firms competing for scarce natural resources, as if there were a limlted
pool of resources avallable to fight oppression and each political
group had to justlfy its claims on that pool, Thus, SDS has witnessed
meaningless debates about whether the oppression of women is as impor-
tant as the oppression of blacks in American society. It's obvious
that the trade union movement would never have been tuilt if coal miners
and steel workers had spent their time argulng which of the two groups

. : o (con't., on p. 2)

THE PANTHERS, RACISM AND
 THE  RADICALS

The struggle for black liberation has been one of the most dynamic
movements 1n the U,S. for the past ten years. Thus far the highest
stage of this struggle has been manifest in the Black Panther Party,
which has come under attack from the ruling class for its militancy,
particularly its practice of armed self-defense and rejection of
government sponsored black power ("pork chop nationalism"). Because of
the Panthers refusal to accept liberal crumbs - the Civil Rights Act
Supreme Court decisions, government "good will" - to achieve equalit§
(1t 1s obvious these reforms have achieved little or nothing), the
ruling class has found it necessary to increase repression of blacks in
general apd the Panthers in particular, It is important to realize that
this représsion is only a test of what 1s in store for the entire work-
ing class - a warning to stay in line or this will happen to you, The
ruling class attacks the most exposed and isolated elements first - the
Panthers, the student movement, the ghetto, But the message 13 clear,

So———

Egced!with Repression, the Panthers Turﬁ to the Liberals

 These attacks on thé Panthers have taken thelr toll and the Panthert
have been unable to withstand this pressure, They have reacted by :
, ST , ‘ (c‘on.'t. on p. 5)
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For A Reveolutionary Socialist Yauth Movement,...Con't from front page
7as more explolted. VWhen the left b comes divided along social group
iines, it is inevitaole that a sense of hostile competition will develop
Many women's liberation activists see work lnb—CTasS oriented groups as

biind fo thae social opprression of women. Many black militants regard
the women's liberation movement as a middéle~class diversion or implicit
mockery of what they see as thelr more vital struggle. SD3 cannot

think of itself purely ir negative terms - anti-imperialist, antl-racist
anti-sexist, ete. Cur gecal is not tec fight particular aqoeﬂts of social
oppression, but to g£1d them all by overthrowing capitalism and construct.
ing a socialist sccizty. An end to the oppression of blacks and other
minorities, the abclition of the of the "second sex" position of women
in society, as well 23 &n end to the exploitatiocn of workers cannot be
achieved through pressure group volitics, but only through socialist
revolution. If the left and SDS is not to become a collection of comnet-
ing interest groups, 1t is necessary to affirm that struggles against
varticular forms ana asrects of oppression must be part of an overall
strategy to estanlish a soclalist werld order

-

Jhy Proletarian Socialism?

o

Progressive Labor members have often argued that SDE should support
workers' struggles because workerz are the nmost prresoec ﬂctloq of
American society. This is not true. Grcups cuch as welfare recipients,
sharecroppers, convicts, and reservation Indians a’e poorer and more
dezraded than the typical factory worker., Workers' struggles are
decisive not because worliers are "worse off" than othe” groups, but
pecguse rrivete property and the €hplO¢baulOd c¢f labor is the central
axls on which this scciety rests. Social power depends on control of
oroductive resocurces. Only the working class 1ls cupable of destroying
the power of the capitalilst class and reconstructing society for the
benefit of all of humanity.

If one speaks of being p“o—worxlng-cla“"', one siould want the
worring cless to have power and not simply endiessly fight thelr exploit
ers. Workers' power, waatever one may czll it, is sccizliism. To des-
cribe oneself as "pro-working-class", without having a soclalist persp-

ective, iz, at best, to be an acdvocate of trade uﬁion militancy, and,
at worst, to accept the permanent exploitation of the working class.

The "Socialist Issue" in SDS

SPS should define 1tself as an anti-imperisalist, anti-racist social
ist youth organizatlion with a wprking class perspective, It has been
argued by Progressive Lavor that SIS should not call itsclf socialist
since everybody in SDS does not have to be a socialist. 1In fact, This
is dishonest since tie overwhelming mejority of SDSers are socialists
and many of our leaflets and articles talk about imperialism and capital
ism, thereby implying a soclalist analysis of sccilety. Agitation
agalnst thie ruling ciess and for woriers' control must play an important
part in our program. This does nct mean that every SIS member will
ggree with it. Taking a stand in favor of a socialist solution to th
cppression we fight will not prevent us from recruiting many newly-
radicalized young peoplie who do not vet understand ti.e necd for a
scclalist persnmective but vant to participate in SDS. Having a set of
secret positions which we Go not forthrightly acknowledge is more likely
to drive them away. '

SDS's fear of the word "socialist"™ is made ridiculous by the examnl
of the Young Socialist Alliaznce, a group which is to the right of SDS on
every single issue, and yet calls itself "soclalist", Despite its being
rolitically to the *1ght of &D3, the YSA Is able to pretend to be more
radlical th=zn SDS by its wiilingness to break with canitalist idecology.
The YSA has been gulte successful in recrulting newly radicalized youth
who see that the cnly solutlon to the problems of war, racism, and
misery caused Hy capitalicm is soclalism.

As already noted, for the past [euw y°ars most SDS membhers have
considered themselves =onia’ists = and revolutlionary socialists, &t the
Why then has the crganlization falled Lo come out for socialism? Fost o
the responsibility falls on the shoulders of Progressive Labor (PL), ¢
current SDS leadership. As self-zvowed Leninists, one wcould think °L
would take a lead in Zfighting for a socialist perspective in SDS.
Instead, they have doite everytiaing in their power to oppose one. A
major rcason for thils is a desire tc keep SDS at a low political lev

(con't. on p.
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50 tnat "really serious" oeople who want to be sociallsts are more
'attracted to PL, the self-styled revolutionary party.

Members of PL in SDS ubually act as if PL were the mass party of
the American working class, to which every serious socialist in SDS
naturally owed thelr allegiance Apart from its incorrect and continu-
ally changing politlcs, PL's clalms to be a working class party are
downright laughable., PL has far less than 500 members, the overwhelming
maaor;ty of whom are students or college educated white collar workers.

L doesn't lead as much as a single trade union local anywhere in the
country and couldn't get one percent of the vote for any electoral
position anywhere., Lenin advised the British communists, who were
twenty times larger and fifty times more proletarian than PL, to Join
the British Labor Party, the party of the British working class, as-a
revolutionary faction, ' ' '

There is no real working class party in this country. One has to
be built, Members and supporters of Progressive Labor would do a
genuine service to the cause of the American revolution if they gave up
their self-deluding posturing and jolned with revolutionary soclallsts,
in £DS and elsewhere, to build a workers' party, in reality and not
merely 1n name.,

For Non-Zxclusionism

Non-exclusionism is one of SDS's most valuable assets and one which
its membership must constantly fight to protect. The former SDS lead-
ership almost destroyed SDS by trjlhq to turn it into their own "party"-
type organization, Recognizing the nesd for some kind of democratic-
centralist vanguard party, they decided to purge "outside cadres” :
(particularly Progressive Labor) from SDS and turn the large and politi-
cally heterogeneous organization into a party with their polities.
While it 1is clear we need a vangua d party whith has the correct
Marxzist-Leninist p“ograw, we also need SDS as a non-exclusionist group
of many tendencies and independent radicals in which each tendency can
seek to win adherents to its politics and to convince a majority of the
SDS membership to follow its leadership. In this way, SDS can continue
to attract newly-radicalized youth who can participate in united actions
(anti-war, anti-racism, strike support, etec,) while continuing to
discuss political views upon which they do not all agree.

Since SDS members hold wldely d*ffpring views on politics and
tactics on almost every subject, every political and tactical position
SDS takes (except for the vaguest formulations like "We fight racism")
will necessarily not find unanimous agreement among the membership.
Does thils nean that SDE should not take clear politlcal positions? Of
course not, If .we tried to do this we wauld restrict ourselves to low-
level actions and campaigns., Moreover, any political crganization has
politics., To claim otherwise just means SDS's politics would be sub=_
merged, making a mockery of open discussion and democratic determina-
ticn of policy. Anyone who has been in SDS for several years knows
that in most SDS chapters, talk about "participatory democracy" was
simply camouflage for subterranean maneuvering by leadershlp cliques.

Ir we are to put forth intelligﬂnt programs ‘and undertake strugg-
les, then we must not be afraid tc put forward pOlithal positions,
Since we will never be unanimously agreed on every issue, this means
the politics of the majority of the membership will dominate so long
as. they are: the majority. SDSers who disagree should be able to argue
for their positions and try to win over a majority of the members to
them, and must be assured full representaticn proportionate to their
strength at the time, on all SDS leading bodies and a forum for thelr
views in New Left Notes. In fact, however, the successive leaderships
of SD3 have never pursued this kind of policy. New Left Notes is not
now gnd never has been represeﬁtatlve of the differing opinions inslde
SDS, . At the 1968 SD3 Convention, the grouping which later became the
WSA caucus was not able to elect even' one ‘member to SDS's leading
cormittee although they represented a substantial minority of the
Convention delegates. ,Qur organ*zatlonal set-up is not noticably

different now. ' ' . ;

' Lenlnists aﬂd Inderendents

. Since its inception, the relauionship between SDS and outside
alleoed revolutionary organ;zations, particularly those pr cticing
(con't, on p.4)
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"democratic centralist" discipline, has been controversial. The early
SDE excliudasd reds out of cold-war anti-communism. The Klonsky-Dohrn

faction tried to counter Progressive Labtor/VSA's attack on mein-strean:
New Leftism by expelling all members of "outside cadre organizations".

Members of SDS in "external cadre crganizations" certainly have
the right and responsibility to publicize their group activities with-
in SD3, to recruit indcpendents, to fight for their political line and
to play a leading role in the organization., Vhat they do not have 1is
the right to turn DS into a de facto youth group cf their own organl-

zation. Since beos iing the 1léadershiip of SDS, members of PL have tried
to force through a privileged relation between PL and SDS. Internal
SDS meetings have besn used to organize Challenge sales. PL has been
the only adult revolutionary organization invited to speax at rallies
organized by SDS. 1In the November 21, 1970 issue of New Left Notes,
there i1s an article entitled PLP, CLP, and Liga Socialista Celebrate
Workers Internaticnal Solidarity LDay, which begins, "For hundreds of
SDS memters, who are members or friends of Progressive Labor Party..."
(and what of the hundreds of SDSers who are not membors or friends of
PL -~ do thev get equal time?). These kinds of artvicles in LN clearly
give the impression to an unknowing nerson that SDS is PL's student
group.

SDE has also witness=2d the opposite politizal attitude - that mem-
bers of outside revolutionary groups are seccnd class citlzens to be
tolerated as long as they work hard and don't make trouble. Students
new to radical poiltics and serious indepandents should welcome the
presence in SCS of politically experienced groups, offering comprehen-
sive and definite policies for G5DGS. '

It has teen argued that Leninists in SUE have an advantage because.
adhering to democratic centiralism, they vote as a bloc., This was one
of the Klonsky-Dohrn faction's arguments for expellinz members of PL.
The history of 8SDS shows that this argument is a red herring. Through
out SD3's history like-minded members, with no ties to cutside organi-
zations have formed factional groupinz with whatever discipline was
needed to push their politics. The old SDS had the Praxis groun, the
aevolutionary Union, RYM II and the Weathermen. SDS now has such
factional groupings as the Revolutionary People's Caucus and the
Midnight Special group. Disciplined caucuses, open to &ll 3DS menbers
and based on a definite program, are far meore democratic then the
ciique politics all too common in the radical student movement.

RESOLVED:
1. GSDS should define itself as an anti-imperialist, anti-racist
socialist youth orzanizaticn with a working class perspective,
2. SD3 must ccnstantly reaffirm its non-exclusionist principle
in practice, This means guaranteeing proportional represen-
taticn %o all political viewpoints within SDS on lezding
bodies and in the nages of New Left Notes.

3. S&DS should not havs a privileped relationship with any adult
"revolutionary"organization, e.g., SIS bDusiness meetings should
not te used to organize chles of publications of suchwrevcolu-
tionary" groups. If SDS organizes a united front rally, all
groups should be invited to speak on the basis of agreement
with the demands of that rally.
ADVERTISEHMENT
Readz2rc and subscribers of the RINC Wewsletter wne agree with the
arguments and conclusions of the lead article in this issue, "For a
Revolutionary Socialist Youth Movement!"™ will alsc b2 interested in
reading "A Contribution to the Discussion on the Worldwide LRadicszl-
ization of the Youth", a dissident resolution of the so-called United
Secratariat of the Fourth International passed by the Political Bur-
eau of the French Communist League. This resolution, a polemic ag-
ainst the 3SWP's revislonist programmatic perspectives for world rev-
olution, for the first time is macde available to American radicals.
it has been published with an introductory critigue by the Spartacist
P

League as #7 in its larxist Studies series. The mimeographed docu-

ment sells for 15¢, znd 1s available from the RMC Newsistter, c/o M.
Tishman, Box 454, Cooper Station, Jew Yorx, N.Y. 0003,

n
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The Panthezrs, Racism and the Radice 1s.....continued frem frent page
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taking a turn for the worse - a class collaborationist and accomodation-
Ist turn to the liberal establishment. Instead of emphasiziug the need
for an independent working class party which would rin political power
from the representatives of the bourzecisle - the Democrats and Republi-
cans - the Panthers have turred to the liberals, “the liew Left", and

the Communist Party to form a "popular front". Shades of the Communist
Party policy in the '30's, That decade saw the Comnuiists supnort
Rocsevelt's New Deal on the grounds that an alliance with the liberal
bourgeolsie was necessary to fight fascism. In the summer of 1969, the
Panthers called a conferenﬂe to form a conglomeration called the United
Front Against Fascism. hat this marked an attempted alliance with 1lib-
eral oolltic1ans is wnd¢caued by their having YWilly Browa, Bay area
Democratic Party assemblyman and Carlton Gocdett, a liberal newspaper
tycoon, speak at various Front Against Fascism functions. ~In. the re-
cent elections, the Panthers were sympathic to Roriald Dellums' Congres-
sional campaign on & Democratic Party ticket., In New Yorx, Panther
spokesmen, Zayd Sheakur, signed the call for Black qol*’dari"y Day alohg
with Democratic Co“,_vbsmanweleCU Charles Rangel and Livingston Win-
zate, head of Haryocu Act, the federal poverty program for the ghetto.
These acts are a btetrayal of the working masses, black and white, be-
cause they assert that workers must put their faith in liberal reform~
ism and not in their own pol1t1ﬂal eccrniomic and social power.

The White Bacxla h and How to Fight It

Ironically, but expectedly, the United Front failed since the so-
called "democratic" forces, especially the liberal Democrats, wouldn't
tolch armed blacks with a ten~foot pole and are rushing heaulong towards
the right ana a policy of repression., In the past year, the renression
o the Panthers has deepened as fthe general political climate has moved
right. By and large, the peru,catlﬂa of the Fanthers has been popular
among the white working class, and liberal politicians have had to take
a hard line on black radicals to withstand the Nixon-Agnew onslaught.
sven George Wallace noted that most liberal Democrats are now talking
like he was in 1968.

Tne repression of the Panthnzsrs and other radicals cannot be stopned
oy having the existing left forces run around chanting “Free the FPen-
thers" and "Fight Racism", The great mass of woriiers in this country
will only oppose the persecution of tne left 1f they believe the left
represents their interests. This is not now the case and the Panthers
and most of their sunporters have done nothing to change this situation.
Huey Jewton's continued glorification of black lumpens as the "backbone
of the revolution™ makes it 1mpossibls for the ordinary vhite worker to
identify with the Panther's czuse and streagthens his fear of the ghetto
masses, Despite thelr hostility tovard “porkchon nationalism" and will-
ingrness to work with white radicals, in rejecting prcletarian soclalism
and an integrated working class pavty, the Panthers are rejecting the
only politics capab.s o ending their ovwn nersecution and oppression of
black people generally.

In this period of continued inflation with increasing urnemnloymeat,
witli the threat of government wage contrcl and anti--strike laws, the
left, black and wh;te, can make deep inrcads into the American working
class. but the l=ft must brezk with its black power image and put feorth
a program capable of uaiting black and white workers around their com-
inon class interests. This 1s the only way the wide-spread discontent
among wnlte workzsrs can be turned against the ruling class, and not ag-
ainst black militants and student redicals.

Againsg_ggggggg; Tactics within the Left

The Fanthers have often used verbal zand nhysical violence against
their left critics, At the 19€9 SDS convention, the Panthers joined
with the RYM-lleatherman faction against the pro-working class VWorker
Student Alliance caucus in an attempt to destroy SOS. The Panthers
were brought into that convention to denouncs, bait and try to stampede
it--and were a partial success., Tne splitters walked out, "expelleg"
the WSA and instituted a rew set of rules and politics, including un-
critical support to various "sceialist" countries, Ironicaily, ;@v~ral
Panthers were arrested in Cuba only a few Gavs larer foo ,¢4£n¢ LCorE-~
anize black workers there. This should have given ths antners and
their friends an object lesson in the importance of workers’ demucracy

(cont. on pz. 6.,
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and a hostility to Stalinism. It did not.

e

Along with thelr alliance with the Communist Party, the Panthers
reverted increasingly to the use of Stalinist tactlcs against their
nolitical opponents. At the 1969 United Front Azainst Fascism confer-
ence, those grcups critical of the Panthers' alliance with liberals~-—
these inciuded SDS, the Spartd01s+ League, Progressive Labor--were
physically thrown out On several cccasions, members of other left
groups. have. been harassed and ta“cafeded for selling literature criti-
cal of Panther poTlcy.

The RHC seas the need to bullo an integrated workers' party, based
on the rank-and-file of tha2 trade unions. Only the unrestricted and
unintimidated exchange of ideas.will facilitate the workers'struggle.
To sit back and’ hauU“a group .rexeat past mistalkes i3 to abandon any
pretense of revolutionary struzgile. In order to.build the kind of

soclety vwe want; ha ¢vft must widerstand what is wrong with certain
"deas, tactics ana policies, The Panthers refuse to let other groups
"get away witih® cr1t¢01zin5 them-~for any reason. They respond wvith
the same tactics the ruling class is fond of using~-intimidation, beat-
ings, harassment. They use these tactics because their poli tl s can
not stand the criticism of thelr orponents.

Some members of SIS have argued tbap we shouldn't criticize the
Panthers and other hlack radical grouns, in order to attract more vlacks
into SDS.. There's an obvious contraiiction in wanting to bulld an
integrated organization oy beling sympathetic to 4aC& rationalism,
Since Stokely Carmichael raised the "black power" slogan in SNCC, one
of the main policies of'al‘ black nationa1¢uuo, and this includes the
Panthers, 1s that black r adicals -should devote themselves %o al.-black
organizations, The Pontle'b had excellent relaticns for a while with
the RYl-Wedtherman faction of SDS precisely con the basis that SDLS would
be an all-white crganization-and radical black students sbduld be en-
couraged te join the Panthers. The Panthers would certalnly opnose
radical blacks jolning SD3 rataer than being active in the Fanthers.

Tt is glaringly obvious -that .SDS can only become an 1xte3rated crgan-
ization oy attacking the black patlon iist concept that black #nd white
radicals should be in separate orgal- ationsg, ’ S

Defend the

*U

oy

Parthaors!

——

1D

In 35BS, the question of defending the Panthers has come up.  Of
course, S3D3 musy deTend them. The lelt must be defended.against any
attack by the pruling class.  If they are allowed to proc efﬂf’i unoprosed,
the left anc WO”VCTJ movement will be defenc2less. Not:only will d°—
fending the Panthers strengtiien the movement as a whole, but it will
eStdb-lSﬂ ocur credipilitv with the Panthers themselves and otliers on
the left, and make them more responsive to our criticisms of the Pan-
thers! political wealnesses. Sectarian or cowardly dis-association
will d¢ nothing except harm and is an avdication of our revolutionary
duty. The current stand of the SDS leadershlp on the Weatherman ques-~
tion is a disgusting example of this. S8SDS should participate vigorous-
ly in the defense of any and ail in the left and workers' movement who
are under attack from tne ruling classj; any other course is suicide,

Some Progressive Laboer members have argueda that to meke a big

deal about tine Panther trials Is elitist and dovin-grades the day to
day persecution of ordinary ovlack workers. Tuis argurnent overliocoxs
thne fact that often particular acts of injustice and oppression acguire
a politicel significance beyond the fate of the individuals involved.
The Iranian Revolution of 1906 was touched off by the public torture
of a merchant. It would have begen insane for Iranian revoluticnists
to refusce to participate tecause the masses hadn't reacted to earlier
atrocities. The Dreyfus Affair, over the framing up of a Jewish mili-
tary officer, was a major de: Pat for the French rsactioneries. A cuc-
essful persecution of the Pantherz, Angela Davis, the Weatiierman, etc.
may shape the political climate in the '70's Just as surely as tne
sucecesslul persecution of tae communists ushered in the reacticnary
'50°'s. RESOLVED:

1. That SDE take an active part in the Panther Defense campaizn.

2. That 35DS does not give positive political support to the Panthers,

in view of thelr attempted collaboration with sections of the liberal

establishment and use of vioclence toward other ieft groups.

3. That SD2 afiirm that the persecution of black radicals and oppre-

ssion of the black people, in general, can effectively be combatted

ornily by building an integrated worxerq party, with a nrog"am meeting

the ueeds of botu Dlack and wnite workers.
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DEFEND THE MOVEMENT!

The Revo‘dulonary Marxist Caucus received a letter Dec. 15

on Weatherman staticnary reguesting help in the defense of "6
of the Family", friends of the Weatherman and movement activists,
who were arrested by the poliice on Dzc. U, and are presently
held in the Tombs and the Women's House of Detention, In accord-
ance with our position on defense of the Weathermen and other
persecuted political groups, we are asking our subscribers and
friends to send money for legal defense and/or bail to the
following address, to be used for their aid:

Fanmily Trust

c/o6 Lubell, Lubell, Fine and Schaap

103 Park Avv.

New York, N.Y. 10017 vhone: 2U5-3574,76.

OPEN LETTER TO THE MIDNIGHT SPECIAL.....continued from back page

To recognize tahat this solution wen't solve the problem of SCS
is tae beg :mninfw of wisdom., It can't solve the problem pbecause it fun-
ﬁamentally fails to understand what wes wrong with the old SDS and
worse yet, offers precisely the old New Left's nestrum as a solution
to a politilcal problem; a classless, metaphysical democracy.

A

A4 call to res

ore the NIC and SDS to the good old days before the
split is really incr=dible., The old 'democratic' SDS was dominated by
the clicques in control of the Naticnal Office and New Left Notes. It
was precisely the swamp nature of the old SDS, the eschewing of voting

riv responsihie political leadersnip, of clearly

drawn political 1i
to run SL3 like Ge
return to the swanm

t
c
1t
s

procedures, of clear.
nes that permitted the Dohrns, Rudds, Klilonskys, etc.
orge Meanyv runs the AFL-CI0. And Clark calls fcr a
P Mo, thank you!

The "Democracy"™ of The ilidnight Special

The problem 1is compdunded by the PMC's past experience with >
Midnight Special's brand of cemocracy. To begin with, the New Crieans
LS chapter at its incepticn tried to exclude members of the Spartacist

TNy

League from DS memberchip {ses "The loscouw Trisls in New Orleans"”

available from RMC on reguest). At last f£all's Scuthern Regional SD3
meeting in Tallahassee, Florida, former PL'er {ana present [MiSer) Ed
Clark voted with upar‘"aci st spokesmen to affiliate the reprecented re-
gional chapters to "Bosten™ SDS, while present MiSer Harold Yuratich led

the fight against affiliation. Thus, the calls to "save SDS" emanating
from Jew Orieans these days carry the co-signature ol a man who stated
ilis views that there were noc significant differences between SDS and

the then RYM/Weatherman bloc! VYuratich rsinforced his demands then by

a spectacularly grctesqgue piece of "Leninist"-baiting mocking both Pro-
gressive Labor and Spartaclst as "vanguard of the V;nbuard" sects. As

a direct result of the voting dovn of "affiliation", in reality a state-
nment of "no confidence" in Boston, SDS has become moritund and reduced
to a pitiful mini-handful in tne °oa h. Radicallized vocutih in the South
nhave turned in disgust to the Young Socialist Alliance. Thank you,
comrades of The !Midright Special! Since then, finding yourselves in a
minority at the Memphis Regional SDS Conference you walked out of the
conference, denouncing it as "Trotskyite". Subsequently, The Midnight
Special carried a slanderous, red-balting attack on the Rdb's role aft
ilemphis, implying we were 'outside agitators'! who changed the conference
site at the last minute to keep legitimates SDSers away, and were racists
to boot. To your credit you reprinted RMCer Pat licGee's letter correct-
ing your distortions of the llemphiz events. Your lack of comment or re-
buttal to the letter no doubt indlcates that you take no issue with :c-
Gee's statements, in which case 1f you are serious political people, you
owe us an apology for your misrepresentations.

The Micnight Special's latest atrocity (December 1970 issue) is an
article by Yuratich (who =2lse?) branding the Y3A/SMC as copes; "...the
YSE and the CHMC are either Celﬂ” uced as or are tools of the bosses. 1In
any event, they should be treated as such and given the same treatment
that one would give a cop." Tnis vicious and stupid cop-baiting is the
kind of workers democracy one has come to expect from The Midnight Spec-
ial, By avoiding political struggle, isnoring or slaadering ovponents
on tne left, Yuratich ends up once more vlaying into the hands of grours
like the YSA. 1If sellout politics on the left (which the YSA espouses

(con't. on p.8
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abundantly) are the same as the armed might of the capitalist state,

was it the duty of radicals to defend CP'ers against the witch hunt of
the 40's and 5C's? Perhaps Angela Davis should be jailed? Mayb2 the
revisionist Rosenberss deserved to die? WMaybe the revisionist-led NLF
is as bad as the Green Berets? Such infantile sectarianism in reality
plays into the hunds of those very cops whom Yuratich affects to despise

S
t

For Politlcal Strusggle

Your anaiysis of the situation in SDS requires you answer sone
questions. If the politiecs of the present SDS leadersnip are "good" as
you claim, and the problem lles with the prasent WIC having become in-
fected with 'bourgeoilis attitudes' such as arrogance and elitism, how
can. you guarantee that the next crop of NICers with "good" nolitwcq ‘
won't succumb to the same virus? Something more than bad 'attltades'
1s wrong with SDS, and simple czlls to build a2 movement with rank and
file control will not resolve the crisis in which SDS finds itse1f. Se-
veral years of similar struggle by Mao Tse Tung and his followers again-
st 'bourgeols ideology' has not nreventecd the Chinese state from Jaun-
ing over scnme of the more reptilian petty bourgecis regimes of the thi-
rd world. Peking's massive welcome to ithan of Pakistan, tne Eatista
of the Indian sub-continent, is only the most recent example of counter-
revolutionary practice that gives the lie to all the het air about fig-
hting ‘Ycapitallist ideology', etc., etc,....Auto-criticiasm which ignores
politics and concentrates on rooting out abstractions such as elitism,
commandism, ete. 1s no vaccine against revisionism cr political imbe-
cility.

Differences on or
of political differenc
ticism on PL/VUSA's pcl
either return to ths =2

variebly reflections
eclal’s current agnos-
3 is untenabie 1n thne long run. Ycu must
2 Tcld or strike out a new course. HMany op-
nositional groupings nave sprung up in °Db and have tended to bloc to-
gether against PL/VWIA., Eut this opposition is moving in a right wing
direction, tending to return to some of the worst aspects of new left-
ism; e.g. C*uﬂ@nvjsm. scftness on blacis rationalism, mindaless enthusing

for petty bourgeois herces of tae third worid, life style fetishism,ete,

Thus, Tie Midnight Sp

anizational gquestions are in
.z
orig

3

Tne responsinility for this state c¢f affairs is PL/WSA? After
the '09 split cecisive leadership cculd have turned an organizatiocnal
setback for SDS ¢nco a political victery over new left politics ard
concepticnzs., To do this it was politically necessary to carry the
split to its logical conclusicon...i.e., to repudiate the antimwo”riLg
ciass "Lin Piacism" of Rudd, Doarn and Co. and to affirm SD3's committ
ment to socialism via working clasc struggle. 3But PL/AISA, reacting in
the opportunist/sectarian fashion which is its nhallmark tried to con-
ciliate the independents who didn't understand the split and pulled
back from the task of winning the student movement to sccialist consci-
ousness. To appease the non-existent "center" and win it over to SD3
it retreated to the CWSA strategy...a program so trivial thnat even 1its
most ardent proponents are content to let it lie undisturbed in 1ts
grave.

. 00
.

In reaction to the disasterous consequences of the CWSA program
arid its sudden abandoument by PL/USA (which confused and demoralized
many Sblers), some former WShers heve rediscovered cold new leftism,
Acknowledging PL's claim to being "Comnunist™, they reject this "Com~
nunism" and along with 1t Marx, Lenin and the class struggle. But
this is a nistake. PL's claims to the communist mantle, the mantle of
Marx, Lenin and Trctsiy, are not valid no matter how much PL may aspire
to it. PL ceme out of the CPUSA opposing the gross reformism of that
prarty, but not rezlly understanding the CP's revisionism which coincid-
ed with the rise cf the Stalin faetlion to power in the CP3U and the
Comnmuiist Internsational, not with the accession of Browder to the party
leadership. FPL carriza with 1t out of the CF a lot of Stalinist bag-

ge8e which it mistcok for reel Lerninisni.

)
Jo

\J

For s~ome time now PL has been
bits and pieces of its Stalini

trangzd from Maoism and shedding
rvear., Bubt PL has not yet con-
fronted the Russian Juestion. yet to grasp Leninism or to com-
prehend the reasons for the ce; :tion of the October Revolution.

Both insid nd outside of SuS, PL now stands in explicit repudiation
of the Dol*clcal centent of Lenin's Left Wing Communism, An Infantile
Disorder, wno cears direct responsibility for not only the resurgence
of new leftism within SDS, but for the linking of these new left trends
with the o0ld RY.l forces wno circle 3D5--the buzzards {con't. on pz.9)
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eagnrly awaiting a feast

.Thus, Boston recently witnessed the Format*on of the wretched Re-
volutionary FPeople's Caucus which represented nothing less than an
anti-PL bloc of all the new left forces both in and out of SDS. This
Revolutionary People's Caucus has becn forging links with other rignt
wing oppositionists around the country, and has as its goal a return
to *he pre-split swamp, and the worst po iticdl expressions of new
leftism,. Certainly the RPC has a right to exist within SDS and deser-
ves: representation in proportio to its strength on leading bodies of
SC3. - But it must bo Eglitlcallf défnated gince 1t represents a turn
away from the working class. and The. idqléut Special call for a sin=-
ple change of faces on tne NIC and “its “spreading of naive illusions
about the pre-split SDS can only be a hinderance in the com;né struggle
against the resurgent new left in SDS, and against the SDS leadersnlp
-who. are respon5¢b1° for its ex1stence.

. o Sectarianism or Socialism

If The Fidnight bpcc*al believes politics to be relevant, if it .
agrees with Lenin that there can be no revolutionary practice withnout
d revolutionary theory (i.e. Marxism),'it-must face up to the political
questions wrecking PL/WSA and SD It may seen cutz to Harold Yuratich
for example, to portray the RIC as sectarians concerned with "the Fed-
erof=Zinsky devate of eighteen~trivial". (Something else presumably

trivial in his eyes 1is the non-presence of a union bug on the newsvaper,

another thing they share with dew Left Notes and something which shows
their "weorkerism" to be as meaningiess a3 it is cynical.) Yuratich
-may feel that he can simply ignore the Russian Revolution and its de-
generation, but he does s0 at his own peril. Perhaps he and The Mid-
night Speclal prefer George Marien "The Volce Prom the 30's", who in-
forms us that the Soviet Union is capitalist. You'lil find plenty of
company who wlll agree with that view, most of them indifferent to the
rane of Vietnam by American imperialism.

In closing we reiterate: the contradiction beftween your pclitical
agnosticism vis-a-vis PL/W3A and your organizational differences with
them cannot be suspended indefinitely. You face a political cholce:
return to the PL/WSA fold, move in the direction of irrelevant sectar-
ians such as George Harlen, or move towards authentic revolutionary
socialism, the communism of NMarx, Lenin and Trotsky. Thes choice is
yours, comrades, but to checose the first Twc paths is to betrav the
struggle for the esccialist revolution.

Fraternally,
George K., for the RMC

T o The E”C has received a lot of interesting
LETTERS:

matl, so we're starting a letter coZumn--paeas°

wruto and we'll print your stuff! The following
excharge is between a PlLer and a former PL candidatz member who has
since 4ozned the RMC.Due to laek of space,. we can.only print ezerpts.

Dear Scott,

"You call for a "Labor Party." What Kind?! Revolutionary, refo-
rmist, what? And why? Pe.ple here in the L.a. den't like to vote,
because they know it makes no difference, and 1 there were a worker's
candidate, he couldn't do anything anyway! Thils system can't scrve
the workers, remember? You can expose the system at its lowest levels
(councilmen, maybe even State Reps) but we have to destroy it, not try
fo win workers to the polls.

But the real question is, are you trring to win workers in large
numoers o unite and fight back, to recrult tnnm into reform struggles
in which revolutionary politics are raised, to win them to communist
1deas? Or are you only talking to people on the job, and otherwise
sitting back looking very criticzlly upon SDS and PL, That's sectar-
ianism ( a shell of advanced ooJitivw* talk with no Lasis of experience
-==-not being able to show how zertain ideas and certaln errors affect
cencrete situations).

It is no mistais tha® the words communist or revolution do not ap-
pear anywnere in elther of the pepers you cent me (Uorker's Action #5,
PP ~ TRl . - . el
Spartacist West #10). What revolutionary would ever =ay vhat bosses

laws against unions could be repealed by "1abor party” power? What
(con't on pg. 10!
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revoluticnary would ever cast the U.3. government as able to be stop-
ped by the action of a labor party other than a revolutionary commun-
ist party?

Fight for Socialism!
Jon

Dear Jon, -

...l want to malte a few points clear about the idea of an Ameri-
can labor party. When Russian Marxists were st'll in elementary study
uiruleb, Lenin called for the formation of a "soccialist workers" party
in 1894 to influence workers. (this from “Wha, the 'Friends of the
People! are and How they fight the Sccial Democrats," I bought my copy
from PL). The nresent plan for a lavor pnarty was initiated by Leon
Trotsky and the lezaders of the SVP (which at the time, 1932, was th=
vanguard carty) They knew tnat the American movement needed a "party
of the working class". The C.I.0. was born in this period and before
its demise of militancy and merger into the AF.L.-C.T.0., it was hnoped
that there would be a labor party dased on the trade unions.

I think you're arlrald that a laber narty might Just be econom
or might Jjust become another refcrmist party, such as the british
Farty, but I nhope you bear some rfaith in the American working class...
A national labor party was fcormed in 19192, by the worisrs themselves
through the Chlcago Federation of Labor. 7This was a compination of
Steel and Packinghouse uniors. In 1920 it changed 1its ﬂaﬂe to a FParin-
er-Labcr party to get egrarian support, in the 1620 »residential elec-
tions, it got 250,000 wvotzs.

[ F"
o

O w
3

You said that peopls "Do to vote because they know it
makes no difference and if the a worker's candidate, he couldn't
do anything anyway!" This is ieftism at its worst. Vas Lenin
wrong when tre nowvil egal with illezal worit?...Lenin
devoted a whole Lpauer 2 Communiem, an Infentile Discrdar
to refuting the ultva-iefis 1 Y WaO refusea to use the cleetlons

£ it e
Lenin sald, "?““liam’ntariqr of course, is pol-
fon)

that they coulad have,

itically obsolete for the Communists in Germany; bhv, and that is the

vhecle point--we must not regard vhat is oosulete for us as being co-

solete for the cliaszs, as being obsolete for the masszs.” "is long as

you are unable to disperse the bourgeois varliament and every other

type of reactionzary institution, you nust work inside tnem, precisely
~ A

because there you will still find workers who are stupified." Better
vet, why don't you read chanter 5 in Lenin's book,

Jares P. Canron, one of tne founiers of the C,P, and Amsricen
Trotsivism said in his report to the February 1948 Plernum of tae Nat-
ionial Committee of tne SW2 {(the 3VP was still varguard vp to the mid-
fifties pefore they became class collaborationist, supported all-Rlack
partlie ete.), "We do not and se did not suprort the 'labor party!

’_

ot

e will not do so In the future. We sunport it 'cri-

tically'. fTret, I thirk should
an it

< S te emphesized...lur furndamertal zim at
all times is to advance our own progrom and to bulld a revoliutionary
party..."

It's amazing how meny bOOKa Z read since I becams assoclated with
the Trotskyist movement (he who doesn't know histeory 1s doomed to re-
pect it)...Ycu carnot erp;r_callr cenounce everything without first
realizing what it is anrd how to Tight cr assimilate it.

golshevilk greetings
Scott

Deear RMC:
I have ju

»

st rerently coume across, and read your periocdical, Rev=-
olutionary larx Caucus Newsletter, I live here in Soston and am
right in tne rni " of muca cf wnat you talir sbout in the llewsletter.
I am a fcrmer Sf“aaut vho had to cult school because I come from the
vorking class and nave no rich father to pay my way. But I gct a
recsonably good cation and am very interested in the revolution.

T or
i:

But until reading your newsletter I have been generally disappoint
ed with the revo*utlouary grouns around here. They scem more bent on
destroying each other than inbullding a mass movement., Also I find
that their politics are turgic and in many cases unrealistic. Thus it
has been refreshing to read your newsletter, OFf course I have only
seen Chis one issue, but 1t seems to be politically a lot more solid
ara analytical than anything ths local groups have had to offer...

Yours %truly, Philip J. Dykema
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SDS LEADERS STLL GUT OVER WEATHERMAM BOMBING

The press release reprinted below was issved by the Revolutionary Marxist Causus
of SDS in Boston on 16 October,. following a press conference called by SDS loaders
to repudiate the Weathewnan bombing of the Harvard Center for Internationsl Affairs
library., Reports of the press conference, including pictures and quotes from a pre-.
pared statement, appeared in the Boston Globe of 16 October and in the Herald-Travel-

er the following morning, The SDS statement made ng pieiensg of defending the Weath-

erman against the prosecution of the bourgecis otatu,‘but instead concentrated on
defaming them to such a degree that no one could doubt the “innocence™ of SDS. The
statement completely "a;oavom(a" the Weathermen and claimed no sympathy" with them,
The motive for this action can cnly be descriked as the mest eraven and un~revolus
tionary cowardice’ before the minions of the ruling class,

In doing this these SDS 1eaoa S, inclnding ilark Zanger, Ira Helfand, Claudio.
Buchwald, and Themas Antenucci join the worst liberals at Harvard, With *ighteous
voices, these liberals have &ctua] 1y ealled a meeting to u"ga the proszeution of
the bombers, who had the audacity to trargress against a preCLous svmb01 ‘of academia,
To 2 revolutlonist there are no such sacred cows under capitalism, Yet SDS has di~
rectly lent its wvoice to these disgusting libercl cries ior vengeance against these
“perpetratory of violence®.,.vengeance to be C&Iliad out, cf cdurse, by thess para-
gons of pacifism, the Cupltallqt cops and courts! While the SDS u“aueﬁenb aid not
directly call for the prosecution of the bowbe:s, its derune Lctlon and lack of defen=-
se, in a spscial press conlereﬁce at thls time, ccn only izad to that conclusion,

Of course individual tsrror;st actions are "*Vlf-defeaflnq" and “lcan't win® and
a mass revolutionary movoment is needed, but, 1like Lenin's dispute with the Russian
tarodniks, this is a question to be hashed out within the movawsmt, = The Weathermen
are misguided, but they are revolutionesries who are fighting the same enemy we ares
they think theirs is the way to defeal tue ruling class, To refuse to defend them
against the class enemy is to cross clas 3 lines--and is a gross betrayal of fellow.
revolutionaries, The fact that they mav-8v vact crazies, pruvocateurs, and police -
agents into their ranks as often happens to such groups;is-of course no excuse.
The Weathermsn mus b bo cofeated by us lelthﬂ11V~ in the contexi of defending them;
surely it is oonoue that we can’t expect to win people to our ideas if we look the
other way while the class enemy dees its work on them.

The SDS press conference came shortly after a meeting ¢f a committee of Farvard-
Radcliffo SD3 at which some of the leaders of the press conference had been present,
the committes had decided, through demeccratic discussion and vote, to issue a lzaflet
on the bombing which would characterize bombers as misguided revolutionaries and
defend them against the bovrgeois state, Thus the SIS ]eadews who called the press
conference and spoke for KE-R SD3 were acting directly agsinst tha wishes of the (DS
memberchip, as expressed in an appropriate local SIS meeting called to decide that
very question! As if that weren't encugh, the leadership put out a leallet after
the committee meoting which failed to defend the Weathermer; as called for by the
meeting!

- The RMC calls upon all chapters of SDS to repudiate the stand taken by the SDS
leaders and to defend the Weathermen!

PRESS BATRASE
The Revolutionary Marxist Caucus of SDS strongly diszagrees with the sta*ements
of 505 leaders about the Larvard Center for Internstional Aifairs bombing as quoted
in the Globe, Friday, 16 October 1970, The RMC considers the actions of the SDS
leadership, in ‘‘disavowing the Weatherman faction', as motivated only by fear and
cowardice,

The RiC has no connection with the Yeathermen and feels that individual terror-

ist bombings are self-defeating, but we feel it paramount to defend the people in=-
volved against the police, courts, academic liberals, and all representatives of the
established bourgeois sccisty, Unlike the SDS leaders, we sympathize with those
who, like the Weatherwmen. feel that this oppressive society must be destroyed. Cur
tactical disagreements with Weathermen are not the same as our differences with the
rullng class and its lackeys, We always solidarize with our fellow radicals and
members of the labor movement agalnct the clas: enemy, no matter how much we may
_disagree with them over‘tactics, :
' « (Brandeis chapter;of SDS'endorsed the above state-
ment at its regular meeting 19 October 1970, We
urge all chapters to do likewise,)

NEW! KED{ REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST BUTZOT! Fed brsner on white
background, REVOLUTIONARY MARYTST CAUCYS crounl cinside. Yours

for 25¢. COrder from RMC Newslaetier, address on L&k page.

S
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COLUMBIA LABOR ACITION MEMBEERS JOIN RMC!

The Columbia Labor Acuion Committee was formed last spring in res-
pense to the invasion of Cambodia and the slaughter cof Xent 3tate stu-
dents by the Naticnal Guard last spring. OCriginally called the Work
Stoppage Committev, the group sought to develop and extend the work
stoppage movement that flared up b”‘eflj on campuses over the country,
trying to link up w1+% radical workers to bulld for a general strike
against the war, ccunterposing this to new left-'studen®t power' illus-
ions. IHMembers cf tne Labor Action Committee have now joined the RIC
to help bulld a socislist youth movement that can p*ov¢de militant
leadership in situ cionb like Cambodia-Xent State. The following is
part of the Labor Action Committee statement to Columbia SRS. The
comnlete statement includes demands for open admissions, for CDS in-
volvement in labor struggles in a real way, for a worker's party, for
defense of all radicels uncer police renression, and for a truly demo-
cratic and socialist SDS:

(.\) [6)]

"The death of Columbia 3DS and the entire movement at Columbia
has recently been discussed in the kew York Times and Coliumhia Spec-
tator, and is by now a known fact. AS menbers of Columbia Lader Act=-
Ion Committee, we have no joy at the declining fortunes of $D3, local-
ly or nationally. Historically SUS became onen to revolutionary poli-
tiecs when it dropped its exclusion of Communists in 1955. As against
the prevalence of New Left-stuuent power-Third Woerid politiecs tnv YISA
fought for a serious woriking clzzs oriented student movement, 28
emerged from thie 1969 spiit as the healthlest fovnn in the qulcal
student movement. A4Ag onposed to tpe reformist YS ~ucdv, SDS heas stood
for a militant, pro-working class and anti-imperialist movement, As
opnused tc the terrorist New Leftism of the Decanb r 4th Lovement, RYM,
tne Yeatherman, etc. SD3 has been a spollesman for a pro-working class
student movement. Dut while ve pralse 3LS in these and other resvects,
it would be disingenuous of us nct to admit our pervas’ve criticisms
of SDS which have in the past kept us {(and presently keep manv gzenuine
radicals) from joining S0S. It 1is als o these very reasons walch ac-
count for tne relative popularity ol sucn grours as the Studsnt Mobe,
DidlM, YAWF, etc, comparzd tc SDS on this czmous (witrness 1,000 at D'W
rally in lMarch, and 500 at a recent YAWF teach-in).

cur criticisms, we nave no intention of drawing
large segments intc another grcupn (while SD3 still exists nat-

In enunciatin
of 3
ionally). We realivze that we as an 24 hoc body nhave neither the facl-
l Ed
-

lities nor organ icn needed to maintzin an indspendant body. For
this reascn we encourage all our members and former members wio were
in the Columbla Work Stoprage Commlittee to work within SIS Some of
us wishing to jfcin SIS, hut beins criticzl of 1ts current DOllP¢eo,
have joined the Revolutionary larxist Claucus, & naticnal cpnosition
caucus formed in December 19359 by merbers of the Spartacist Leagus and
independents wiho agreed with 1ts g2neral policies irn SDS,

J N [
b

As pro-working class radicals we can not expect overwhelming cam-
pus support at this tim=. But our criticismg ovvaﬁl7at ornal and poli-
tical, are aimed at bullding a ﬂe“ocratic, non-exciusionary soclalist
youth o“5aﬁivation that, as the crisis ol U.S. canitalism unfolids,
will grow--attracting newly rodicalized sccialist youth to the movement.

JUAN FARINA3S CONVICTED

Juan Fariras, former member of PL, a campus worker at
Colurmbia Unilversity, and now a suvporter of the Workers
Leaguz, has been convicted on 3 counts of violations against
the Selective Service Act. He faces upn to five years in
prison and severe fines. Sentencing will te on Jauuary 28.
An appeal 1s being readied. The RMC urges everyone to join
and support the Juan Farinas lCefence Committee! TFor more
informaticn, contact the Committze at the following address:

cuan Farinas Defense Committe
tth floor, 135 W. 1lUth Street
aew York, W.Y., 10011

phone: (212) ¢24-0852
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QMASH THE RIGHT WING |

AN OPEN LETTER 70 TdE N J"IGHT SPECIAL

Te the editors:

From its inception at the Dec., 1669 National Council at New Haver
untll mid-1970, the Revolutionary Marxist Caucus was the sole organized
onpositlion to the disasterous policies of ‘the PL/WSA leadership cof SDS.’
Since mid-summer numerous oppostional currents, such as The Midnight
bgecial have surfaced in response to the c“is*s of SDS. These opposi-
tions have expressed varying degrees of alienation from the polities of
PL/WSA, politiecs which have proven incapable of bullding a strong pro-
uorklng class student movement. PL/WSA has reoﬁonacd to this new poll-
ticel opposition by simply ignoring and/or slandering, as "rloab—W1nperf"
(or "cops"!), those oppos*tion*sts thiey have been unable to conciliate,
In any case, theJ hhave yet to open the pages of MNew Left Notes to politi-
cal debate with thelr opponents in the ‘ostrich-like hope tiiat their
troubles will disappear if ignored for a long enough period.

-Having experienced the PL/W3A's fleeins from political debate in
favor of censorship and orgarizational suppression, all the oppositional
currants share toc some degree a conviction that SDE i3 run in an undemo-
cratic way and have called for a restoration of internal democracy withir
SbLS. What we of the RIC find unique about The E idnight Special's
position, however, is that 1t lays sole blame for SDS's woes cn the lack
of Interral cemocracy witnin SDS, seeing no connection with the politi-
cal views of PL/USA. :

q

ght Special has yet to explicitly raise one concrete
politfbal differ ence witn the politics of the SDS leadershin. . Indeed,
Just the opposite seems to bLe the case. For example, Ed Clark in "The
Last Strugsle in SDS?" (MdS, Sent. , 1970) agrees that it is true "that
in general their (PL/WSA's) politics are good" ané goes on to encdorse
the bankrupt CWSA strategy: "the CWSA prosram was adopted by 'an cver-
whelming majority, and it looked as if S.D.3., was baox on the road to
resuming its lead&ng role in the student movemeﬂt ~ :

The Midnigh

CLG”PIJ something went wroqg! The Midnight Special lays the blame
at the oor of the i'zsicnal Interim Zommittee (NiC). 1re NIC has post-
poned the National Cca " 3PS time and time again, in direct

vertion of
violatiop of the 0% Constitution. The NIC hzs an 1ll-defined member-
ship, apparently mesz up of NICers and their frisnds fortunate enough
to have teen invited to IKIC meetings and apvle to afford the travel
expenses to the meeting sites. The NIC has mede fundamental political
decisions about SDS policy which they are not entitled to make under
the SD3 Censtitution. Scme HIC members tend to view themselves as
officers and the 5DS membership as foot scldiers.

Back to the Swamp?

The soluticn of The Midnight Special to this problem is as simnle
as theilr concertion of it is; call for a National Convention, oust tha
0ld NIC and officers, and command the new NIC to live up to the SJS
Constitution., To sell this soiution, The lMidnight Special harks back to
the 'good old days' in SDE when, purporiécaly, the NIT Was a caretaker
body, the Natlonal Councils and Conventions were held more or less on
time, and the policies of the crganization were determined by the
membéership assembled at these meetings.

{con't. on v. 7)
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