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OMRADES Krushchov, Eisenhower and Macmillan are largely

responsible for the strength and vigour of the Campaign for Nuc-
lear Disarmament. This may sound paradoxical, but without their
activities—or rather antics—the fecling against the bomb would not
have reached such intensity. Their desire to pile bomb upon bomb,
even after military experts have agreed that existing stocks are suf-
ficient to exterminate one’s opponent, is just one symptom of grow-
ing mental derangement. Pur this way it is obvious the rulers of the
world are the cause of the present impasse. It is their production of
nuclear weapons that has created the situation which imperils the
very existence of mankind. Only political infants, sucking the dummy
1its of pure innocence can expect that these rogues— the cause of all
the trouble—will quietly solve the problemes of nuclear disarmament
at a summit ' It is L ' 2 f

AND BEYOND

while realising the dangers of the arms race and the urgency of
nuclear disarmament, have no clear idea of the way ahead, no
strategy of how their aim can be achieved. Wishful thinking replaces
cool analysis.

Buttressing this attitude is the policy of CND’s National Com-
mittee, who claim that the Campaign is non-political. As is usually
the case when something is said to be non-political it conceals a ;
number of highly questionable and very political assumptions. While
this pretence of being non-political can be used against Socialists
who use the slogan “Out with the Tories! Out with th Bgmb"’-
the Campaign can issue, officially, a pamphlet of yl
The Deterrent- Myth, wh '

i

‘“You’re an

unpatriotic

cad, sir —

ruining the

Country,

vou are.”

(by courtesy

of the Evening

Standard.)
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THE COMMUNIT PARTY
AND THE BOMB

A Daily 'Worker” editdrial, August 7th, 1952, headed
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, wrif¢s: i 2
“I%The excuse that, in' the long run; this bestial action 'saved
lives, is worthless.

“There has never been a crime committed in war which
this excuse has not been used to justify.

It is a rotten excuse which is used to cover up every
relapse into barbarism.

“As such, it was always a favourite with Hitler and the
Nazi sadists.”

It is well to remind readers of the Daily Worker of what
the editorial of that paper stated on August 7th, 1945, the
day following the dropping of the first atom bomb on
Hiroshima :

“The employment of the new weapon on a substantial
scale should expedite the surrender of Japan. Valuable lives
in the Allied mations will have been saved by the new dis-
covery.” -

Thus, the Daily Worker had the honour of being the only
paper in Great Britain to editorially call for the employment
of the new weapon on a substantial scale.

When the second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, the
concluding paragraph of the Daily Worker editorial de-
clared:

“The use of the atom bomb has mercifully shortened the
war, with a consequent saving of human life.”

It is fortunate for the editors of the Daily Worker that
their readers have short memories.

It is also of interest to note thaton the 8th Aug., 1945, the
Daily Worker stressed that the invention of the atomic bomb
was a strong additional argument for co-operation between
Russia, America and Britain. “It will enormously increase
the strength of the three great powers in relation to all other
countries.” The Worker was probably the first exponent of
atomic bomb diplomacy.

On the 14th August, 1945, the Daily Worker's front page
headling read: “Japs still trying to haggle.” In the article
they denounced the Japanese for their delay in accepting the

“A Date 10 Remember” on the seventh anniversary of the

Japanese are to be allowed before the full force of Allied
power—including the atom bomb—is loosed against them
i a blow intended to be final.”

The French counterpart of the Daily Worker, “L’'Huma-

nité,” commented on the 8th August 1945:
“The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima seems to have
caused considerable destruction. American reports suggest
nothing less than the disappearance from the face of the
earth of a town of 300,000 inhabitants. The effect of the
discovery is considerable. Nevertheless, the Vatican has been
pleased to disapprove of it! May we be permitted to express
our surprise, because when the Nazis had the privilege of
waging total war with a total cruelty the Holy See was not
equally indignant.”

The Ttalian Communist Party paper “L'Unita” published
an article on the 10th August, 1945, by Mario Spinella, en-
titled, of all things, “At the Service of Civilisation.” It
stated :

“The news that an atomic bomb was dropped by the
American Air Force has made an enormous impression
throughout the whole world and has been received on all
sides with a sense of panic and words of condemnation. This
shows, it seems to us,.a curious psychological perversion and
a doctrinaire obedience to a form of abstract humanitarian-
ism. Those who today feel pity for the fate of Japan do not
reflect that the dropping of the new terrible weapon of de-
struction has put an immediate end to the bifter war being
waged in the Far East. The atomic bomb—like the Soviet
intervention—should be seen as a positive contribution to
the sudden elimination of the last great Fascist power in the
world and to the rapid institution of that peace for which
all decent persons and all peoples feel such urgent need. So
we do not share the sense of terror which has been expressed
in certain press comments because we bear in mind the con-
crete use which was made of the fearful engine of
destruction.”

When Jock Haston, N.C.L.C. Organiser, wrote to, J. R.
Campbell, Editor of the Daily Worker, on August 7th, 1952,
calling attention to the role of that paper when the bombs
were dropped, as indicated above, and suggesting that the
readers of his paper should be reminded of editorial policy
in 1945, he replied as follows on August 8th, 1952:

“Dear Sir,

“We admit we were wrong about the bomb in 1945. To
err is human.”
: Yours truly, i

J. R. Campbell,
Editor.
Needless to say, neither letter was published.

: armistice terms and criticised the Allied powers for

allowing the Japanese to procrastinate. The following pas-
{_ecage was emphasised in the article:: Fole,
“There was no official hint of the length of delay thatithe' . |
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“safisfdctory roots in the'most important: place—among ‘the workers.
For if CND was firmly based on working class foundations instead
of being a predominantly middle class organisation, it would be far
less respectable, far less acceptable to the Establishment, but far
more dangerous. Indeed, the whole fate of the Campaign depends
upon ridding it ‘of the obsession of 'How' can we inflitenice the high-
ups? and giving a little more thought to How can we influence the
working class? :

To make an appeal to workers the Campaign’s approach needs
altering. Pamphlets should be produced which show the cost of the
arms race, who are the people who get the contracts, and how
this immense expenditure acts as a pep pill to the economy. It is
necessary to show, to paraphrase Rosa Luxemburg, that wars and
preparations for war are not only terrible—they are terribly profit-
able! But for this approach to be adopted the Campaign would be
well on the way to admitting that the root cause of wars is the social
tensions and economic contradictions inherant in capitalism. CND
would be well on the way to discovering the most important truth of
all: namely, that the nightmare of he Bomb will only be removed
when the economic system has been changed

It is no mere accident that arms expenditure throughout the world
has rocketed from £500 million in 1918 to £40,000 million at
present—an eightyfold increase—while, at the same time, the last
25 years has seen a rapid rise in the proportion of the world’s popul-
ation suffering from malnutrition. The rising arms burden, a symptom
of capitalism in decline, shows the system can only continue through
the use of an increasingly extensive scale of force.

From the policeman wielding his truncheon on the picket-line to
the soldier shooting natives in the colonies capitalism relies upon
force.

To the Establishment, the H-bomb and botulism toxin, the police
and detention camps are all essential weapons for the defence of
capitalism. A struggle against nuclear weapons should start out not
with the objective of trying to persuade Macmillan about the stupid-
ity of Tory policy, but of taking away from him and his class the
power that threatens humanity's very existence. \

LONG RUN MORE EFFECTIVE

Socialist Review does not contend that the mobilisation of the
Labour and Trade Movement is an easy thing that can be ac-
complished overnight. Tt demands systematic concerted action and
work over quite a long period. It is not a question of simply going
to workers on rocket sites and nuclear factories to ask them to
‘black’ the work. While ‘blacking the bomb’ is an important mile-
stone we will have to reach on the road.to nuclear disarmament, it
*-must&-beﬁckﬂ‘ww{gvﬂi only be reached when the, climat
of opinion against the Bomb has been considerably strerigthe
among workers. To do this the Campaign should form committees
and groups in each union and constituency party. A step in this
direction' has been taken by CND through the formation of the
Labour Advisory Committee. But it has not gone far enough. The
leaders of CND are very chary about allowing this Committee to
raise the standard of revolt in the unions; it might offend some of
the trade union bureaucrats who are friendly to the Campaign. Yet,
if the Campaign is to succed it will be as a result of mobilizing
working class opinion. And this can ‘only be done if CND is prepar-
ed to offend some trades union bureaucrats.

The Direct Action Committee is far less hamstrung by political
respectability. It realizes that the struggle for nuclear disarmament
will almost certainly involve an intensive struggle, quarrels' with the
police, and calls to workers to take their destiny into their own
hands.However, the DAC attitude, as exemplified by the Swaffham
and Harringhon demonstrations, shows they too easily fall into the
trap of making individual protests as a substitute for class action.

Courting arrest, civil disobedience and the like clearly illustrate
the courage of Direct Action supporters, but it is not likely to con-
vince many workers of the need to take action against the Bomb.

Less publicized, less glamorous, but in the long run more effect-
ive, will be the constant, insistent work both in the Campaign and
Labour Movement, bringing the two organisations closer together,
helping them both to understand the deeper, more profound econom-
ic basis of the present arms race. Until this is achieved the Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament will remain without a satisfactory idea of
the way ahead. Not knowing how to achieve its objective, it may
easily be that CND could go through a period of temporary decline.
For it is important to realise that the attitude of CND leaders con-

stitutes an obstacle to the movement's further growth and increased

power.

Expensive Accounts!

According to Alexander Thomson, the City Editor of the Evening
Standard (February 18 1959)
“It is probably true to say that, five days a week, seven out of every
ten lunches served in the smarter West End hotels and restaurants are
business lunches.
“They are paid for out of expense accounts. So are eight out of every
ten Rolls-Royces and Bentleys bought in London. And scores of town
flats ‘and hotel suites besides™.

\
Later on he writes:
“In America, where they keep statistics on just about everything, they
estimate that expense account spending runs into £1,800 m a year.
“And Somerset House has no idea what it amounts to here. No one
has ever bothered to find out.”
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INTERNATIONAL NOTEBOOK

JK HRUSHCHEV’S visit to

India and Indonesia is strik-
ing in that these countries are at
the moment in conflict with
Russia’s ally, China.

While relations between China
and India are strained over the
border issue, Khrushchev wined
and dined with Nehru. While in
Indonesia three million Chinese
suffer under a ban on their con-
ducting retail trade in rural dist-
ricts throughout the country, and
as many as half a million are
intending to leave the country,
causing bitter diplomatic. war
between the two countries,
Khrushchev wined and dined
with the rulers in Djakarta.

Moscow’s affability towards
Delhi and Djakarta is one
symptom of a gowing strain in
the Moscow—-Peking alliance.
Another is the different attitude
of the two countries to the
Unied States, co-existence and

the Summit. Khrushchev, on his

return from the United States,
made it clear that he thought
Eisenhower a ‘man of peace’:

As a result of my talks and discuss-
ions of concrete questions with the
President, I have gained the im-
pression that he sincerely wishes to
see the end of the ‘cold war’, to
create normal relations between our
two countries, and to help to im-
prove the relations among all
countries.

by T. Cliff

I have no doubt that the President
is prepared to exsrt his efforts and
his will to bring about agreement
between our countries, to create
friendly relations between our
peoples, and to secitle pressing
problems in the interests of durable
peace.

Against this there is the view
of the Chinese leaders, expressed
by the People’s Daily on January
21 in an article which, after
analysing United States policies,
concluded: “All this makes it
clear what a fraud is FEisen-
hower’s professed desire to work
for the cause of peace.” It goes
on to say that more and more
people throughout the world are
seeing through the American
“trick” of “preparing war behind
the smokescreen of peace.”

The reasons for the differences
are numerous, but basically they
boil down to this:

1) China is at a level of develop-
ment long since passed by
Russia, a level at which the
Stalinist ideology with its em-
phasis on siege conditions is a
necessary condition for tinghten-
ing the belt and regimenting all
aspects of life.

2) So long as the cold war con-
tinues Mac can rely on Russian
suppiies of machinery and arms
sent to strengthen the ally against
US imperialism. Any prolonged
thaw could endanger this source
of supply.

TS RICH

“If there are white settlers who cannot bring themselves to
adapt their lives in Kenya to rapidly changing circumstances,
the British Government cannot in honour wash their hands
of them” — Times, February 22.

“Three separate services were held yesterday for the 435
miners who died in the colliery disaster at Coalbrook, OFS.
One was for the five white South Africans who died, another
for the 429 Africans, and a third for a Hungarian im-
migrant” — reported in Daily Worker, February 24.

“I welcome the recent wage demand and I am surprised that
the unions did not press their claim much earlier” — Mr
KO Boardman, chairman, Manchester weaving and mer-
chanting group at a meeting of the Bury and District Textile
Society, reported in Times, February 12.

“If an American, knows the local language he may be in-
jecting wrong ideas into his dealings with the natives” —
Maj.-Gen. Hefley of the US Air Force

“Many members of these communities (the Criminal Tribes)
have shown an inclination to become small traders and
shopkeepers” — Government of India Planning Commission,
First Five Year Plan, p 640.

An Industrial Accident Claims Tribunal heard a claimant’s
case, tuled that he “is fit for suitable work which does not
involve standing, sitting, bending or lying down” — AEU
Journal, January. ‘

“If you injure a labourer who has limited means, quite
obviously the damage he suffers is less than if you injure a
professional man with vast earnings” — Mr Justice Streat-
field awarding £51,865 damages to a stockbrocker injured
in a water-skiing accident.

“Norwegian trade unions have asked the State broadcasting
company-to keep one day a week free from television so
that union members will not stay away from meetings to
watch programs” — reported in Times, February 8.

“Mr Gaitskell hoped that, in future, in the exercise of the
conscience clause they would consider it to be an individual
thing and not something on which organization should také

place” — Times report on Parliamentary Labour Party’

meeting, March 3.

“Mr Gaitskell Changes His Tune™ — Headline in Tribune
in response to Gaitskell’s Nottingham speech, February 19.
“The peaceful transition to socialism, which was once re-
garded as the hallmark of Social Democracy against Com-
munism, has now become the hallmark of modern Com-
munism...” — RP Dutt, Labour Monthly, January.

“It is perfectly clear now that the ban on the League was
part of the struggle to remove Clause 4 from the Labour
Party constitution” — G Healy, Newsletter, February 27.

=4

(NE  excuse for resisting

British workers’ demands for
a shorter working week is the
threat of competition from Ger-
many where the workers are
reputed to be working very much
harder then their British broth-
ers. This myth should be quickly
and finally exploded.

Whereas in 1950 it was true
that the German workers worked
longer than the British (as much
as 48 hours) in 1959 they worked
an average of only 41.5 hours a
week. This compares with 45.1
in France and 45.3 in Britain.
(The Times, December 31, 1959).

B S

= miners lost their lives in
435 the Coalbrook mine dis-
aster in South Africa, of whom
429 were black and 6 white. The
colour of their skin did not make
a difference to their fate. But it
does to their families.

Widows of white miners
receive a weekly pension of
£3-7. The maximum for an
African widow with children is
a little over £3 a month!

*

E United Auto Workers’

Union, with its 1,150,000
members, in order to strenghten
itself against the bosses, collects
a sum of 1.25 dollars (something
like 8/9) a month per m(ember
towards a strike fund.? Thus
every union member gives about
2/- a week towards a strike
fund! -

Three

HETHER, a worker earns a

lot or a httle, under capital-
ism he continues to be exploited
and oppressed. This is' shown
most clearly by the bestpaid
workers in the world.

It is true than an American
coal miner who in 1913 earned
only 15 cents (Is 1d) an hour
now earns on an average $26
(£9 5s 4d) a day, but it is also
true that his subordination to
management has not beern in any
way mitigated since then. As
John Lewis ,the retiring Presid-
ent of the United Mine-Workers
of America unashamedly put it:
“We have had a clause in our
contracts for decades of time
giving the employer the author-
ity over hiring and firing and
over direction of the working
force. The Union doesn’t inter-
fere in that.” (Labour News from
the US, Jan. 1, 1960).

Without workers control over
hiring and firing, the worker is
merely a cog in the capitalist
machine!

NO THANKS!

The Land Ministers of Justice (in
Western Germany) have decided
at a meeting at Wiesbaden to
‘reject the offer of information
recently made by Dr Melsheimer,
the East German Public Prosecu-
tor, concerning the former acti-
vities in Nazi Courts of about
1000 West German judges and
public prosecutors. j

Dr Melsheimer is himself a for-
mer member of the Nazi Party
and the SS.

Jewish Chronicle February 1

LIGHT

JOHN COMLEY'S first pub-
lished novel is basically a
Howard Fast type reconstruction
of the culminating stages in the
Irish struggle against the im-
perialist British suppression in
1922 and the initial stages of the
civil war following the betrayal
of the ‘treaty” — imposed upon
the rebels by the Lloyd George
government. We get a front seat
view of the split in the Execut-
ive of the Republican Army
with De Valera leading the left
faction which continued the re-
volution after the bourgeois
elements had backed the treaty
compromise and the first battle
of the civil war that followed.

‘LAW’

Superimposed on this revolut-

> ionary background is the person-

al tragedy of a young IRA
section  commander, Danny
Pearson, who sacrifices his milit-
ant ideals for more personal
satisfactions. Reminiscent of the
Polish film Ashes and Diamonds,
although written before the film
was shown in this country, the
novel highlights the perpetual
problem of the revelutionary
movement — how to achieve
complete loyalty to the cause
and at the same time have some
semblance of a private life.

e 3RT

a review by John Crutchley

During the transition to capita-
lism the bourgeoisie . embraced
the self denying religion of Pro-
testantism with its stress on
material success. Only in the
more extreme forms of Leninism
has the revolutionary movement
found a creed which ‘will unite
the oppressed classes to achieve
a similar transition to socialism.

Unfortunately this uncompro-
mising creed which is necessary
in revolutionary crises, and
arises spontaneously even in non-
Leninist movements, (EOKA and
FLN are contemporary exampl-
es) cannot be maintained for
more than short periods in a
mass movement. 'With any abate-
ment in the general situation the
moderate elements will com-
promise leaving the hard ‘van-
guard” core to go out on a limb
to inevitable defeat. It is the
great achievement of this novel
that it relates in personal terms
this historical ‘law’.

SPOTLIGHTS

However, too much has been
attempted and not enough is re-
vealed either of the historical
period or of the character dyn-
amism that drives Danny Pear-
son. I feel that the author should

@ cont. on page six
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DEMOCRACY AND THE TuC =

by J.: Martin

WHEN 110 out of 700 ETU

branches are disqualified
from. elections for the General
Secretary of the union it i clear
that there is something rotten in
the ETU. There is no better
proof of the lack of real demo-
cracy in this union.

The TUC General Council’s
ire on this score would, how-
ever, carry much more weight if
the Knights of the TUC defended
democracy as well in other
unions. The malpractices in many
right-wing unions are more pre-
valent than in the ETU.

In the Transport and General
Workers’ Union, the Municipal
and General and the National
Union of Railwaymen, to name
just three big unions, the General
Secretary is elected for life (or
retirement age). The same rule
applies in many other unions.

‘OFFICIAL’

The elections in the ETU,
however distorted they may be,
are models of democracy cont-
pared  with elections in some
other unions. In the M&GWU,
for instance, in an election for
a position outside the branch,
the majority present cast the vote
for the whole absent member-
ship of the branch by a show of
‘hands. A branch has, say, 1000
members of whom 20 attend the
medting; eleven may vote for
candidate A and nine for can-
didate B; the whole 1000 vor-
es then go to candidate A.
(When it comes to declaring a
strike Sir Tom Williamson 1is
even more ‘“democratic”, “Two-
thirds of the members of the
branch or body immediately con-
cerned” must vete in favour.
Thus an attendance at the
branch meseting of more than
two-thirds of the members is the
minimum necessary! No wonder
‘no strikes are “official” by Sir
Tom’s standards).

COMMITTEES

In the same union, District
Secretaries are not elected, but
appointed. As Sir Tom’s prede-
cessor as General Secretary,
Charles Dukes, explained in just-
ification of this openly anti-
democratic procedure:

“Without in any way being pre-
judicial to, or decrying the
merits of, lay members, I do not
think that anyone with a proper
sense of responsibility can reason-
ably suggest that men totally in-
experienced and without official
service could have been permitted

DIG THIS!
President  Eisenhower  has
asked Congress for new
legislation on farm surpluses
and subsidies. - “His only
concrete suggestion was that

the ‘Soil bank’ should be in-
creased from 28 million acres
to 60 million. This is a
scheme under which the
Government tries fo reduce
surpluses by paying farmers to
take land out of production.
The Department of Agriculture
has estimated that this ex-
pansion would raise the an-
nual cost from $375m (£134m)
to $875m. (£312m)”.

Times, February 10

Labour = Group,

to- become candidates for these
major positions. In the exception-
al circumstances we simply could
not, in the interests of the Union,
afford the risk of the haphazard
chances 'of election whereby any
unqualified candidate might have
been eclected.”

“District committees had, there-
fore, been asked to submit from
amongst those of their officers
who had still ten or fifteen years
before reaching retirement age a
panel from which the National
Executive should make an ap-
pointment.” (H.A. Clegg, General
Union, Oxford 1954, p. 74.)

HYPOCRITICAL

After two years service, the
appointed officer stands for
election. However the process is
so democratic that the historian
of this union could say: “No

temporary or appoinfed. officer
has ever lost his election, and
normally he wins by an over-
whelming majority.” (Ibid. p.
76). To make the bureaucrats’
grip on the union even more
secure the ‘whole-time secretary
is considered a “lay member”
and not a “full time official”,
thus making him eligible for
election to the district councils
and committees, to the union’s
congress with full voting rights,
and to the General Council and
National Executive as a lay
member® (Ihid. p. 44).

With his private Empire so
well tied up, Sir Tom could with
absolute confidence convene the
congress needed to reverse the
decision against the Bomb!

Sir Tom Williamson, Sir Tom
O’Brien and Sir Tom Yates are
themselves no angels when they

denounce the lack of democracy
in the. ETU. The concern of the

“press lords for trade union demo-

cracy is even more hypocritical.

MALPRACTICES

The crisis in the ETU brings
into focus the need for a general
clean-up ‘in ‘trade union move-
ment, for the establishment on a
wide basis of the right of elect-
ion and recall of all officials.
Such a struggle can not be car-
ried out by the bureaucrats of
Transport House or of King
Street. It is only when the rank
and file of the trade union move-
ment combine opposition o
bureaucratic -malpractices with
basic industrial issues such as
wages, the shorter working week
and defence of shop stewards
that this will be done.

LABOUR COUNCILS MUDDLE ON

SAYS KARL DUNBAR

ET another Labour Council

has succumbed to the relent-
less pressure exerted by a react-
ionary Government. On the last
day in January Willesden’s
) 26 years in
control of the Council, decided

‘by 17 votes to 5 to operate a
rent r¢gbate scheme. All rents will

of course be raised, by soi
like 10/ to 15/- per week, in the

process. A sole cry from one of

the five dissenters, “now for the
Socialist vote”, brought the
debate to a bitter conclusion.
What were those five council-
lors voting against? It is not
enough merely to parrot, “a
means test is anti-social” or
Socialists cannot support rent in-
creases and remain socialists”.
Let us face it, the purpose of a
rent increase is to help pay for
all the hundred and one different
projects which the Council are
trying, in almost impossible con-
ditions, to carry through.
Most important of these is of
course the housing schemes, and
Willesden, like most other Coun-
cils, is faced with a gigantic hous-
ing problem. Here are a few of
the difficulties: the end of pre-
fabs all to be demolished this
year; the end of requisitioning
this year; the rehousing of some
80 odd families evicted through
the 1957 Tory rent act, this year:
a housing waiting list of over
10,000; a slum clearance and re-
developement program that con-
stantly demands more and more
money to keep it going. The ex-
isting council estates need money
spent on them to keep them in
good repair, and there is no
money. Pre-1945 houses need
money spent on them to provide
some of the conveniences that we
demand with today’s housing.
The price of land is constantly
rising and Councils are held to
ransom.when the agents know it
is ‘public money’ that is being
spent on this or that prize piece
of building land. From 1945 to
1952 local councils abtained

their loaas from the Government.
The Tories. at the behest of their
big business backers restricted

~ Qetober 1958

the Councils’ demands on the
Board by making all applicants
try to raise finance on the ‘open

~money market’, from the sharks

in other words. This was in 1953,

~.and it is worthwhile to note that

ihe interest on advances from the
the Board rose from 3 percent in
January 1948, to 33 percent 1n
= -kt oY Batlan

This, is the p_Ssition then’
Coucil housing programs were

financed, until 1955, by loans

from the Board with reasonable
interest rates, rates which, in-
cidentally, could not be increased
during the period in which the
loans would be repaid from
revenue. Now, on thé open
market, the interest rates are
both high and carry no certainty
as to the future position.

All in all, coucils are facing
a bleak future, Willesden tried
only last year, to solve their
immediate financial need by rais-
ing rents. This did’t work and so
again, this year, another rent
rise and the leader of = the
Council openly states that “this
rent increase is not a solution.”

RESOLUTION

It is time we asked ourselves
what is the solution? Obviously
rent raising is absurd. it is the
easy way out, the most conven-
ient door through which Councils
can, temporarily, escape the net
which has been thrown out by
the Tories and their profit-hungry
supporters. It may be all right
for Tory-controlled Councils to
adopt the will of their masters
in Westminster, but for the
Labour groups to also fall flat
on their faces without so much
as an effective squeak is for
Labour to deny the existence of
the slumdwellers, the thousands
upon theusands who are living—-
did 1 say living?— herded
together in ‘rabbit-hutch’ rooms,
of the young couples trying
desperately to rear their families
in furnished rooms at an ex-
orbitant rent.

If we continue to accept the
proposition that ‘Councils are

bound by law to carry out
Government - orders  regardless
of the anti-sccial content  of
those orders’, then we face defeat
at the hands of the working class
every time Labour puts up a
condidate. And rightly so.
We return therefore to the
beginning. ‘What were the five
Councillors voting against?” The
answer is simplicity isselff they
were demanding an end 'to re-
treat. They were demanding in
the most forthright manner that
we should adopt a socialist at-
titude towards the reactionaries
in Westminster. This is what they

“had to propose:

Resolution: “We reject the
theory that raising rents will
solve owr financial problems
either now or in the future. Only
by fundamentally challenging the
perpetrators of our difficulties,
ie., the Tory Government, can
we hope for a solution. We pro-
pose therefore to 1) shelve the
question of rent increases; 2)
Initiate a campaign aimed at
unifving the Labour Groups on
all local councils in a national
demand = for the reversal of
Governiment policies which are
crippling our programs; 3) call
upon the NEC to support this
campaign; 4) set up a commitiee
of action to formulate positive
steps to develop the campaign.

AUDITOR

Boldness the key, and this was
rejected by a Labour Group too
conscious of the pressures of the
Tory press, the local Tory op-
position, the ‘unfindable’ rate-
payers; too frightened that the
pressures might lose them a seat
or two in May; afraid that the
District Auditor might ‘do a St.
Pancras‘ on them; scared of the
immensity of the problem they
faced, too afraid to remember
that they represent the greatest
force in history, a force which,
given the facts, given the correct
lead, will back their represent-
atives to the hilt.

. contd opposite
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THE INDUSTRIAL AND POLITICAL

OW can the political struggle

for socialism be linked to
the industrial struggle to win a
larger share of the economic
cake for the working class? This
is the basic problem to which all
British socialists (Marxist or
otherwise) should apply them-
selves to-day.

The failure of the Labour
Party to oust the Tories last
October represents the severest
political defeat for the broad
Labour movement since the col-
lapse of the second Labour
Government in 1931. At three
successive Elections, most of the
middle class, the new industrial

technocracy and a decisive min--

ority of the working class have
rejected the political leadership
offered by official Labour and
brushed aside the alternative

guidance, often brilliantly ad-
vocated, by various left-wing
groups.

Put in this way, the future for
British socialism looks black in-
deed. In fact, this is only half
the picture. In the industrial field
the British working-class has
suffered no major defeat since
1926. Its trade union organisat-
ion 'is' more resilient,  powerful
and extensive than éver. It con-
tinues to conduct a virile struggle
to raise the social and economic
status: of all workers, The unions
have succeeded to such an extent
that the employing class has
been prevenied from taking full
advantage of the Tory victories
in the Parliamentary field.

40-HOUR WEEK

If the Conservative organisat-
ion is still -controlled by its
“moderates” and continues to
underwrite most of the welfare
state; if Macmillan and his
friends have accepted the need to
avoid mass unemployment; if
the shop stewards’ movement,
now firmly rooted in the work-
shop, has been left fairly free to
organise; all this is because the
Tory establishment recognises
the potential striking force ‘of the
trade union movement and fears
the reaction of the industrial
workers should any attempt be
made to return to pre-war con-
ditions.

Nor are the industrial workers
to-day content to mark time.
They are beginning to go on the
effensive in spite of an often
timid and opportunist leader-
ship. One example is the struggle
for the 40-hour week which has
now become a rallying cry for
millions. Already the printers,
who are often regarded as being
among the most conservative
workers, have come out on the
streets in militant strikes achiev-
ing the demand for which they
& their forebearers have been

. contd from page 4

This is the fight of the work-
ing class, let the Labour move-
ment not forget that. Willesden
has failed to give the lead. Which
Counci!, which Party, which
Trade Union, is prepared, in this
9th year of Toryism, to take up
the glove thrown down by the
5 Wille Couacillors?

cden
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fighting since the nineteenth
century. For the first time since
1919 the whole mass.of British
railwaymen have demonstrated
their willingness to go into battle
for an-immediate increase in the
pay packet. Three million engin-
eers, although badly misled, are
clearly determined to reach the
goal of a 40-hour week and at
least’ another £1 pay increase.
Even a section like the catering
workers, who are always difficult
to organise, showed in the
dining-car strike 100% solidarity.
Hundreds of similar examples of
industrial militancy could be
quoted over the last eighteen
months.

PICKETING

Of course the capitalist press
affects to see in this development
only an inexplicable outbreak of
wild-cat strikes. In their eager-
ness to discredit militant indust-
rial action, they fail to notice
that, if the phrase wild-cat means
anything, it implies thoughtless
action by a thoughtless minority.
Such action always leads to dis-
unity. But the outstanding fea-
ture of all recent strikes has been
the unprecendented unity of the
workers concerned. Nowhere to-

~day can ever the “five star” re-

porters find'a minority of black-
legs to be written up as heroes
and provided with squads of

police to pretect them and their

anti-trade union consciences, In
fact, picketing to-day often be-
comes a mere formality.

The vote-catching slogans of
the Tories are taking on a new
meaning in’ the minds of mil-
lions. If Macmillan ‘and his
friends tell us that our standard
of living can be doubled in 25
years the workers are making
sure in their own way that im-
mediate and substantial advances
in this direction will be made. If
the Tories shout “You've never
had it so good’, then millions, on
wages of less than £10 a week,
are ready to strike to make sure
that they get it a great deal bet-
ter. Of course the social advance
which can be made through in-
dustrial action alone should not
be exaggerated. Nor can it be
denied that there is often con-
fusion in the industrial arena.
Nevertheless: this willingness to
struggle surely reveals that the
mass of the workers who still
vote Labour feel litle sense of
defeat because Mr. Gaitskell
failed  with his glossy Labour
programme to get himself into
10 Downing St.

VOTE-CATCHING

This lack of any sense of
defeat among the trade tnions
is a sign of the health of *the
working-class movement. But
there is a danger of a type of
second-rate Americanisation de-
veloping, that is, of the Unions
becoming increasingly involved
in safeguarding the new ‘hire-
purchase’ standard of living and
jockeying for position in the ‘rat
race’. They might then become
less concerned with any ultimate
objective outside and beyond the
capitalist system.

This would suit very well the
new Tory strategists such as the
Bow. Group. Hence the present
Tory. campaign for contracting
out of the political levy. For-
tunately, the political roots of
the trade unions are too firmly
planted for the Tories to have
any easy success in winning them
over to an insipid neutralism,

But it is essential that the still
numerous socialist trade union-
ists should organise themselves.
This does not mean self-con-
scious efforts to inject politics
into the branch meeting. They
must try to bring the trade union
movement back to a sense of its
historic mission, by demonstrat-
ing the need to struggle for an
ultimate goal as well as for day-
to-day demands. They must re-
mind their fellow unionists that
millions here and even more in
the colonial countries are still
‘having it very bad’; that any
gains we make can never be se-
cure until we have a new social
order free from the threat of
nuclear war: in other words that
the unions must be anti-capital-
ist. We must remind them that
the rule books of the big unions
declare the aim of workers’ con-
trol of industry. ;
1t is because many of the lead-

-ers of the Labour Party have

drifted away from the conception
,gf the -Parftyl_.and ‘the unions as
being integral parts of ong great
mbwvement I‘harp" $0 r?:fany "«gork-
ers regard the Party as just an-
other vote-catching organisation,
no longer interested in fundam-
enfal social change. Socialists
must really  participate in the
struggle and not run away from
the fact that the class struggle
still exists, as amply demonstrat-
ed by the big industrial clashes.

PHILOSOPHY

The pretence that the class
struggle has ceased has never
won a General Election for any
Socialist Party anywhere. On the
contrary, if the Labour leaders
had given full backing to all the
major industrial struggles of the
1950°s, especially if these strugg-
les had led to real economic vic-
tories for the workers they would
have got a unanimous working
class vote and therefore victory
in the 1959 Election.

Of course many Labour lead-
ers are simply reformists and
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STRUGGLES

therefore the leadership must be
changed, in the course of chang-
ing the relationship between the
two wings of the movement.
Socialists must aim not at the
creation of a new party but at
the transformation of the present
organisation into a party of a
new type.

How can we bring about a re-
birth of Socialist consciousness
throughout the whole move-
ment? We must make it clear
that thc enemy is capitalism in
all its forms, new or old. It is
always a hateful system of pro-
duction, based on the exploitat-
ion of man by man, morally ugly
with its ‘dog eat dog’ philosophy.
At heart millions of workers are
anti-capitalist. They need to re-
gain full confidence in the power
of the working class to change
the world for the better.

PROFITS

The enormous profits of the
capitalist, the increasing number
of millionaires show that far
higher wages could easily be
paid - to the workers, Reynold
News (Jan. 1st, 1960) suggested
an average pay packet of £14 per
week. This-means an immediate
increase of £2 per week, on
average. When this advance has
been, secured. a sliding scale
could be  considered (based on
an up-to-date cost of living; in-
dex) to prevent wage increases
from being' cancelled out by
price increases and to provide a
jumping off ground for further

“advances. It is on the prospect of

winning such an advance that we
must set our sights.

UNITY

The great industrial struggles
now maturing will constitute the
next crisis for Labour. The TUC
in its present form will not pro-
vide the necessary militant lead-
ership, nor will. the Communist
Party, still handicapped by its
legacy of Stalinism. The leader-
ship will be thrown up by the
working class themselves in the
course of the struggle. All
socialists must work within their
different organisations to assist
its development. Unity in action
must be created over the years
among the various left-wingers!
including the many hundreds of
non-Stalinist-mined comrades in

De Gaulle and Hitler

The following is a description of Hitler taken from the third
volume of General de Gaulle’s Memoirs:

To avoid being put in shackles, Prometheus threw himself
into the abyss... This man who had set out from nothing,
offered himself to Germany at a moment when she was
. Germany, utterly seduced,
followed its leader with enthusiasm. Down to the very end,
she was infatuated with him, serving him with a power and
devotion such as no nation had ever given to a ruler...
Hitler's ambition was™ superhuman end inhuman... Down
10 the last hours, he remained unassailed by doubt, ruth-
less and inflexible, as he had been in his most glorious
days. For the sake of the sombre grandeur of his struggle
and his legend, he had decided never to waver, never to
compromise or retreat. The Titan, determined to change
face of the earth, can never yield and never sur render.
From The Wiener Library Bulletin VOL. XIII No.5-6.

H longing for a new lover..

the CP.







