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CONCERNSING " 30071 #ul, I.B.T REVIENW"

Whilat regrofting cur inebility te méet 411 rcou-ets frr
extre supnli-a ~f ~ur first issue, ve sre neturnlly cretified
thet "Sreirlist Review" g~1d sr well, f_erecetrr number of
e~pics heve b~n prnduccdsth*s menth to m -t this demend, sn
we hope thrt rll thr3: comrrdes =he helpcd te s-11 the first
isnue - tr whrm; many thenks! - will meintrin their seles in
¢ January o»nd subseouent months.

' surprisin~T number ~f re~deras hrve trken th~ treuble to
17t us heve their comments m, ~nd criticisms ~f r~ur November
i1s=ue, as reoucsted. "¢ rre arertly indebted Lt~ them snd hrpe
thot this preectice will erntinus. ™ hrve trken crreful nete
nf 1l ermrcents, cspecinlly suszesticna far Imprrvement, mrgt

oy
v

~f which =111 be embrdied in subsecouent 1ocucs, i
Freed with the risine cnst ~f prper, rnd tr-ubled bv the |

| n rmol difficulty ~f sm~1ll left-wine publicrtirns - shortage
| ~f crcehl hr~ve tc epperl t~ r11 ~ur supp~rtsrs t~ scnd »
deneticn, lerme #r amell, ~nd thus help trmrintrin MSegdnl-

Miscclilaneous items...

proi

olo-.-o|o5, 16, 20, 23.,27,

istiRavie~! nt 1%s! prea-nt #i7e. “b_fro verw gretaful to ithe
comprdes whe heve slre~d~ hrlped in this we-,
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PROBLEMS OF REARMAMENT

by Den Hallas

When referring to the Stalinist-run "%econd
"orld Feace Congress', the caepitalist press inveriably itelicises
the word peace, Needless to say the same procedure is never
frllowed when using the even more fsntastic misncmer 'rearmement"
tn describe the sharp increasse in war preparations nnw getting
under way. The fact is, nf crurse, that never in the history of
British imperlalism has such a huge militsry establishment been
maintained in pesce time as 1in the years 1945-50 under His Maj-
esty's Labour Government.

In the '"rearmament" year 1938-9 some £254
milliorn were spent on war preparaticrns, In the frur years 1945~
49 some £4,000 million, or nesrly frur times as much per annum,
were expended. The 1938-9 figure was abrut 5 per cent of the
natirnal incrme, the pnst-wer figure is sbrut 10 per cent. In
1939 (June) the total strength of the armed forces was 480,000,
At the end ~f 1949 it was 736,000, These crntrasts ore made even
sharper when it is realised that a large part of the British Em-
pire, India, Burma and Ceylon, was able to free itsc1lf at the
end ~f the last war ¢nd that it was in these territeries that a
substantial part of the pre-war army was based.

So much for the disarmed state of Britain in
the post-war years. The Government nnw intends, after crnsulta-
tion with its American "allies" to devete £3,600 million tn "de-
fence"in the next threc years, This represents an increase of
20 per cent over the average 1945-49 but is actually an increaso
of 50 per cent over last yerr's expenditure and a cash incrcase
nf £350 millien per annum. 4 preportion of the increerse is to be
peid for by the US. Government; the indications are that this
preporticrn will be comperatively small; the bulk of the incrcase
will have tr ecome rut nf the British ecrnomy.

The burden of armements on the economy has
bcen mns8ked to ¢ conslderable cxtent by the gre~t increase in
total industriesl productien over the 1lrst five years, an sverage
incrcrse ~f 50 per cent. If 1t were pessible to monintnin this
rate of incrcersc thon the new lord would be easily mennged, This
however is the crux of the matter. Net only docs armamcent prod-
uction remove cepitel rnd labrur frem srmeinlly uscful prrductien
its effcet 4is conceentrrted in preociscely these industries which
have ~chicved the grertest inercrscs in prrductirn and which ceon-
tribute hervily te the totel export of crmmr~dities,
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"It would be frrlish", 6 wrnte the editrr nf the ECONOM-
I3T, "to suppose thet Britain cen rearm withrut tears.
The only way in which trtel. rutput can be expanded with
rut measures of speciel mrbilisati~n ~f manpnwer (a euph
emism for dreconic directirn of labour - DH. is by in-
cressing the aversge ~utput of workers slresdy in emp-
lovment - thrrush incressed efficiency snd/er ty lenger
hrurs of wnrk, Unless additienel ~utput ~btained in this
wpy 18 ot lesst eouasl te the net additi~nal burden nf
defrnece, there must ineviteblv be seme crntractirn in
the 1nvestment prrersmme rr in civil crnsumpticrn or .a
return te en 'everell! deficit o~n the balence ~f pay-
ments - and prebebly » ermbinatiern Af losses under o1l
three heaode",

The output ~f the enginecring industry
fer the first helf of 1950 48 estimetad  nt 179 Per cent
of the 1938 figure (LABOUR' RESE’RCH, Octrber), In <the
last twr yesrs there has bren en incressec ~f 12 per cent -in
the o~utput per hesd frr the industry.es s whele, Hrwever, a
large pert of the increese 1s ~ccrunted fer by certain sections;
in precision instruments the inerecese wers 44 per cent per head,
in..vehieles... 33 per ecent, The turncver to armemconts nf even o
smell prrt ~f cne ~f these sections is  beund ot dAnvelve, et
lerst  in the retnoling pericd, s substenticl fr~11 in the rete of
incrcesed ~utput for the industry a3 ~ whele., The turnnver of a1
lerge part wruld drop the increrse tr p frecticnel parcentage,
Now clearlv srme turncver is going te trke plree, hrw grest dep-
ends on the auestirn of ~dditiencl fmericen ~1d. If &t. dsiaga-
umed thet this will net be lrvish (- feirly safe nssumptiern giv-
en -thr shift ~f prwspr in the U.2 rfter Nevember) t cen be Sek-
en frr grented thet the present rete ~f increrse AF ~utput in
encinerrine will net be meinteined unless it is pragible tn
frist o longer workine week on tho werk:crs, citherp frrmally or
bv dispesing ~f the limitetirns on nvertime --  and probably not
thens The prsition in the chemic-l industry - slso nf greet im-
errégnee for wer preperotiong, 18 net se ensy tn discrver, The
rige in prorduction ~f heavy chemicrls 1s well ~bave the averaze
ferr 1Industry ond a grest deal of crpitel investment has baen
mado in recont vesrs, It is prssible thet these brends will
continue in spite ~f the new demands on the indu=try,

Eaurlly importent with the ouestirn rf prod-
uctivity ~f the industries dircetly crncerned with wsr prepare-
tiorng 1s the agucstion ~f their impertence in the exprrt rf com-
meditics, In 1948 the exprrt ~f mechinery was 225 per cent ~f
1938, . the cxpert of wvehicles £85 per cent, nof ~ther metel fin-
ished goods(ecxcluding elcctricnl equipment)226 per cent, of ol-
ectricrl equipment 265 per cent., Two-thirds ~f 211 the cars and
helf the commercicl wehicles preduced were exprrted, as wore
three-fifths of the internel crmbustien cngines, twr-fifths of
the trecters rnd epricultural mechinery end rne-third ~f the mn-
chine trelss These fimurcs necd ~nly be crmpared with the aver-
age increrse in ell exports,  estimated rs 160 por.cecnt of the
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1938 figure, to grasp the imprrtance ~f the enginecer i
in the ﬁ;br'l.tﬁ.nce ~f poyments". Increased nrmﬂgentepigguégigitig
brund t~ weraen the internnrticnal prsitien ~f the British econ=-
rmy by cutting drwn its mest imprrtant exprrts as well as by the
general risc in c~mmrdity prices caused by "brem" crnditiecns ond
gtockpiling. A mojor erntributery feecter to the wersening ~f the
interncti~nal prsitirn ~f British capitelism is the narrrwing of
the wrrld market caused by the ben ~f the exprrt rf matorinl of
mili?rrv vrluc t~ the Fussian Blre which is part ~»f the price of
Americen "~id", This brn i8 brund tr heve the offect in the long
run ffﬂ tving the British ecc~n~my even merc tightly to thet nf
the U.3.2, and ~f pgprrvoting all the crntrodieticns inherentin
the prescnt set-up.

It 41s clecor frem the abrve discussien thet
the ultimate cffcet ~f "rearmrment" will be tr~ inercrsc the dif-
ficultics ~f British capitnlism, tr.increase the burden ~f the
werking clase dircetly ‘ond indircetly, rnd therefrre tr acarav-
nte the ecloss sntergrnisms in Britain, = Mererver n~b~dy belicves
thﬂp the proscent stepping-up ~f arms pr~duction is anything tut
an instrlment ~f much grenter things t~ crme, We pre nrw onier-
ing thc immedirte pre-wrr pericd; the tendency to crnvert the
eern-my intr o wer mechine is becoming stronger. The rulers ~f
Britein erc being pushed by the masters intc r prsitien frem
which therc 1s n~ retreat, Hrwever reluctent they may be, and
recluctent they ccertainly are, frr they have cverything te lrso
and n~thine tr grin, therc is ro clternrtive for them neow but to
preprre for the wrr in which they heve been acaigned the rrle of
prescnt olly and prespective victim,

The w-rking class mcvemeont 18 freced with
grme nov problems, rnd with s~mc ~1ld rnes revived, by the curr-
ent events. In the end all the pr~blems c¢~mc¢ drwn to one - how
te prevent werld wer in the next dcerde ~r sco eond to utilise the
breathing spece thus ~btrined o recrorte the internotional
front ~f r11 genuine s~cieclist ond dem~eretic foreces, the ~nly
p~sible third frree, the ~nly f~rce ihat can svert the descent
~f humenity int~ thc new berborism ~f trtnlitrrieon servitude and
nchicve pence »nd srcianlist frccdrm. Frr thc last twoenty yeers
the w~rkers' m~vement has been split and hemstrung by the 3Italin-
ist r~gents ~f the Russian ruling clrss and the reformist supprr-
ters ~f the veri~us western imperinlisms. Brth ~f these <r~ups
nre fundemcntally cpprsed to areirlism ond c~nsistent wrrkers!
dem~erecey, both w~rk t~ preserve clngs srcicty and brth ~we their
influcnee t~ the use ~f pseudr-scciellst ~nd wseudr-dem-cratic
slrgrns., Ench grins crnsidersbly frem its telling criticisms ~f
the ~ther. Our j~b is tr nrssist the mrst crnscirus scctirns ~f
the w~rking class tr frece themselves from their influencce.

The drift tewrrds the third world wor glves
us grect ~pprrtunitics te d~ this, On the rnc hand the cxpansi~n
~f the Russisn Empire has given and is giving millions ~f people
first-hrnd oxpcricnce ~f the rorl chrrrcter ~f Stalin'a "Soclal-
ism", The frrudulent cherccter of the atnlinist "pence" crmpalgn
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is bec~ming increasingly rbvi-us. The rele ~f the Ttrlinist
prrties es 'Mrscrw's Frreign Legircn" is being driven home nt n
time when the "Ruseian Svstom" is 1-sinpg n lerme part ~f the at-
trecti~n it ~ncc cxercised. Netwithstruding »11 its geins since
1944 and indec~d lrrgely becsuse ~f them, Stalinism frces incren-
sing internal tensi~ns, different in f~rm but n~ less doanger~us
then the crisis threcatening its rivels,

On the ~ther hand the bankruptevy rf refrrm-
ism can n~w be made plein t~ increasing numbers ~f werkcrs, In
Britoin spccificelly,the referms ~f thc Grvernment will be ine-
reosingly nullificd py the burden ~f war preparatirns, Having
alreedy adrpted Hitler's slegen "Exprrt ~r Die", the Lab~ur Par-
ty treps will sron be frrced t~ demend with Grering "Guns before
Butter"., The grewing dependence ~f the "wolfrrc strte" on Amer-
icen imperinlism,and the visibls inability ~f the grvornmont tr
-meko eny sustain-d and sericus effert tr rveid being dresn into
a wer thet wlll destrey the whele brais ~f refermism,con be
proved far more ensily todey then tw~ ~r threc vorrs ago. 1Iksia
significent thet evcn in the hruse-brrken snd purged porliement-
ary Lebrur Ferty seme 29 M.P!'s c¢on be frund t- supprrt n mntiern
critical ~f thc grvernment's subscrvicnce tr~ MoacArthur in Kerca.

If we »src t- be successful in cxprsing the
Imperislist p-licv ~f the ruline grrup we must erpatantly tie up
thc c-nerete dise-nt nt ~n wemes, c~nditi-ns, h-using, ctc., with
the general snti-wor pr-pagandn, This is mrrc then cvor nccoss-
ary nsw, The risinz price ~f cescntial crnsumcr c-mmrditlcs is
duc lorgelv t~ thc intcrnetirnal armements recc. Real wages are
being l-wcred bocause, nmengst other things, ~f thc increasing
preperticn of the trtal prrducticrn ~f ga~ds deveted te srclinlly
usclcss cends, “ic must preprrc workers te resist the demend frrp
l~nger h~urs -- a domend thot is ns c.rtain t~ ¢ mec as rain in
April, #b-ve ~l1l wc must ecntinurlly exprsc the futilitr ~f im-
perielist wer ~nd r~ttonness ~f the spcei-us rrgumcnts ~f its do-
fenders, Tho first wrrld wor killed millirns, ronderod milli-ns
hemcless rnd dcatitute, crerted new noti-nrl rnteg-nisms, new
~pprcssicrn. “hat sinmlc preblem ~f the crmmen po-ple did it
s-1lve? Dcfence of demreracy? It crcrnted new dictrt~rships w~rsc
than the ~1d. Dcfenece ~f smrll neoti~ns? It brund them cver mere
¢ltscly t~ thc grost rebbor néticns. Self-dcterminntirn? Dis-
crmement? A wer te ond wers? Nr, 1t rcsultcd in 1less froeedem,
nc* orms raccs, ¢ fresh helcecrust, "het pr-blems wcre s~lved by
the sgernd v-rld war? N-t'ecnge ' NMeow, enly five verrs lnter, the
rulcrs ~f the tve great ompires eore preparing » new bl~~dbath.
they ‘Hrve n- “ther wny” =ut, But: frrithe wvrat mnjcrity. of the
pe~ple cvceryvhecre their r~ad mcans ncw srcrifices, new cxplrite-
tion, ncw ~ppressi-n. 4And for whet? Tr cnablo the militarists,
the burcrucrnts, thc plutrerats tr rivet their choins mere sce-
urcly ~n the mnsses,

We 2reialists érnn~t bc peeifistss Tho vi~-
lence ~f the explalitcrs ern ~nly bo doferted by the viclence 72
tho  oxpl-ltods But c¢aurlly wo cann~t support in eny way the
atrugele ~f “ur mestors f-r werld d minotdon, Tho enly way. .fo
[ [ by el 2 !
i . i | ¥ & ; i
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end wer 18 to abolish class society snd the only ey to go about
abolishine cless society 1s to wage sn unrelenting strugrle
egainst our "own" ruling cless, its state, its propagandists, its
priests, its labour agents. We work to destroy the "national un-
ity", 1.e., the subordinstion of the workers to the rulers, preached
by apolosists of imperiaslism of every stripe. We work to create
the international unitv of the working class as the only way, not
only to prevent wer, butto achlewe an international organisation of
society., Reformists often sneer at what they call the "utopian',
"impractical" sims of internationerl socialism, We sre not imp-
ressed. The results of the '"practical" politics pursued by
social-imperialists are all around us. The results of the same
policies in the future will be no bhetter. The only "wer to end
wars" is the wer of lsbour ageinet cepital. "Wers...sre pcrt of
the very neture of cepitalism; they will cease only when the ca-
pitalist system is abolished."™ That is es true todey as when 1t
was first subscribed to by all the socislist prrties at the Stutt-
gert Conference of the Second Internationel. The problems of
"resrrmement" for the ruling cless snd its ellies ere concerned
with drrgooning the workers for rnother bhout of mass rurder. The
problem of "resrrmament" for the worksrs is how to turn the impe-
rirlist wepr (lrtent or rectusl) into » civil wor,

THE GAFP "IDENS "Miloven Djilns, Yugoslrv Communist propeg- @

endr chief r~nd senior member of Mershel :
Tito's Communist perty politbureau, srid todny thet the ¢
ideologicnrl grp between Yuesoslev communism rcnd the Soviet @
woy of 1life hed become 'unbridgerble!. This 1s the first
time Yugoslrcv lerders hrve exprc-sed themselves so crtegori-
¢rlly on their ourrrel with the Kremlin, #o#nd 1in doing so,
Me3tern observers belleve, they heve finellv burned their
borts.
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"In » two-prge ecrticle in 'Borhn', the org-
en of the Yugoslrv Communist party, Djiiles mrintrined theot
the Soviet Union wns no longer socirlist but 'now represcnts
in the fullest degree the rorlisstion of strte crpit-lism', :
He s8r-id the Zovirt Communists w-re not only 'revisionisat! in
theory but were in prrctice 'becoming more nnd more the cne=-
mizs of Marxism in ~ny country. They do not hrte us becruse
of our weaknesscs ond mistrkes but becrusc we rre Mrrxist
rnd rovolutionery!.

"The strte crpitolist monopoly in the Sov-
iet Union hrd trken on r 'monstrously despotic form! in all
fields ~f life. He raked: '"hv 1s Soviet Russir cutting it-
sc1f off from the world? "ot rre they hiding? “het are
thoy  rlraid  off They ore hidins their regime rnd thelr
f~ith ™ccruse it 18 monstrous even comnrred to bourgeoils
democrecey ', MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 21,11.50 :

.
Qllnocue.!l.nvoo.c-culllo.--.-ntoltln.l.liol..o...nlllllull-lll
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THE  BUREAUCRATS IN  INDUSTRY
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by T. Cliff

(fromnaaseriéeeoﬁfartic1éaﬁappearigg
in INFORMATION DIGEST 4n:March,4pril,
May, 1949)

WE publish here the first of a series of articles on
Russia with the obiect of bringimg before the British
workers the real situation in Stalinist Russia, based
on facts., The werkers in Britain are becoming more
and more uneasy about whet is taking place in Russia,
and in order to answer these growing doubts, the Stal-
inist Parties have poured out a spate of lying propag-
anda sbout the situation in Russia. Our erticles are
based entirely on official Russian materiesl and their
accurscy cennot be chellenged. Even when other sour-
ces have been auoted, they have been checked with the
original Russian sources.

Who Controls Production?

. Immediately after the revolution, it was de-
cided that the mannrgement of every plant would be in the hands
of the trade unions. Thus the programme of the Communist Party
of Russia (Bolsheviks) adopted at the eighth Party Congress
(held March 18 to 23, 1919) declared:

"The organised apperatus of socinl production must
primarily depend upon the trede unions... They must be
trensformed into huge productive units, enrolling the
ma jority of the workers, and in due time all the work-
ers, in the respective brenches of production.
"Inasmuch as the tradec unions are alresdy (as spec=-
ified in the laws of the Soviet Republic and as reali-
zed in prrctice) perticipants in all the local and ce-
ntral organs administering industry, they must proceced
to the practicel concentration into their own hands of
the work of edministrrtion in the whole economic 1life
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of the country, meking this their unified economic aim.
Thus protccting the indissoluble union bctween the ce-
ntral Ztste ecuthority, the national economy, and the
brosd mrsses of the workers, the tredc unions must in
the fullest possible merssure induce the workers to
participrte directly in the work of economic rdministe-
ration. The perticipation of the trade unions in the
conduct of economic 1life, and the involvement by them
of the brord masses of the people in this work, would
appear rt the same time to be our chief aid in the ca-
mpaign agninst the bureaucratisation of the economic
apparctus of the Soviet Power, This will facilitate
the establishment of an effective popular control ovcer
the results of production'. (Quoted from N, Bucharin
and E. Prcobrazhensky, "The A.B.C. of Communism", pub-
lished by the Communist Party of Great Britain, London
1927, pagcs 401 and 402).

Participating in the running of industry to-
goether with the workers' plant committeces, were the party cella
Together with these, and under their control, worked the techni-
cnl manager. Thcse three together formed the Troika.

Of this workers' control nothing remeins to=
dry. For soms venrs the burerucrscy tried to underminc the Troi-
ko without officirlly renouncing it. Thus, ¢ resolution of the
Centrrl Committce of the Perty decided ("Prevde", 7th Scptember,
1929) thrt thc "orkers' Committce of the plent

"may not int-rvene direcectly in the running of the
plant, or cndervour in any wey to reploce plant manc-
gement., They shrll by all merns help to secure one-man
control, inecrecrse production, plent development, ond,
theroﬁy, improvemcnt of the conditions of the working
class”,

The menager is in full and sole chtorge of
the plent. 211 his cconomic orders sre unconditionslly binding
on nll thc workers. He n~lone sholl select, promote and remove
pcrsonnel "trking into considecration" "the opinions of the party
and the tredc union orgenisations", but is not to be bound by
them.

The Troike was officially buried in 1937. In
the Plcnum of the Centrnl Committce 3talin's second-in-commend,
Zhdonov, dcclared: i

"The Troika 1is somcthing ouite impermissible... The
Troikr is r sort of administrntive boerd, but our ccon
omic rdministration is constructed rlong totally diff-
eront lines". ("Pravda", 11 March, 1937).

The new meonegement of 1ndustry was very
clorrly defincd by the official menual  "Economics of Socinlist



