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PROBLEMS OT REARMAMENT

by Don Hallas

Itlhen referrlnq to the Stallnlst-run rraecond
".'orld Feace Concress'r, the cepltalist press lnvarlably ltellclses
the urn16 peace. Neeclless to say the sarne prncedure ls neve::
fnllowed vrhen uslnq the even more fantastic misnomerrbearme&entrl
to describe the sharp lnoresse Ln 1i'ar preparallnns nnyr gettlng
under way. The fact ls, n1' c/.urse, that never :ln the histor'y of
Brltlsh lmperlallsrn has such a huge ml1ltory establlsilnent been
maintar.n,ld rn peace tlme ag ln the years 1945-5O under Hts MaJ-
estyls Labour Government.

fn the rrrearmamentrr year 1958-9 sa:ne n254
m1111,^n vrere epont on rrrar preparatinns. Tn the f",ur yeers 1945-
49 snme ,C4,oa6 milll^nr nr nearly fnur tlmes as nuch per annum,
rrrppg slpi-nd6d. The 1938-9 f lqure vras ab..r-rt 5 rer cent .,-f the
nati-,.n01 1ncnr,c.:r the post-"rar fLqure is nb^ut 1O per cent. In
1939 (June) thc tr'ta1 strength nf tire armed for"ces wns 4B0roO3.
At tho end ^f 1949 l.t ",as 7561000. These cr'ntrasts rre mede even
sharper rryhcn J,t ls renlised tho t n large part nf the Fritlsh Flr-
plre, Indla, Burma and Ceylon, \^ras 6b1e to frec lts,rlf e.t the
end ",f thc a""X rva.r rnd that lt rvpg 1n these t;rrltnries that a
substnntlnl trprt.f thc pre-vrar army 1'fas bascd.

the J,ost-war years. 
tin:"31"5;il:l; i:;"il;:":::':r;:"';l:litrl:

tlon :rlth lts Amerlcan rralllesrr to flpynlg g3r6O0 mll1inn to rrdc-
fence" In thc next three yeers. Thls represc,nts en lncrense of
20 per cent ovor thc avcrFgc 1945-49 but 1s actu&I1y an lncrcasc
nf 50 pcr ccnt orrcr last yearls expondlturc end e cirsh lncrcnse
of l35O mi111,^n por annum. n prnportlon of the lncrerse 1s t. be
pald fnr by thc U.S. Gnvernrncnti thc lndlcatlons are that thls
propaj"tl.n ivill- bc comp.ratlvely sma11; the bulk of thc lncrcnse
..111 havr; to cnmc nut nf thc Brltish ec^nomy.

Tho burdcn of ormements on thc ec-nomy hes
bccn mnsl.ed to r consldernblo cxtcnt by thc grc.t incrcasc ln
tntrl- lndustrlrl productlnn nrrr:r the lrst flvc yerrs, en ^vornEclncrcrse ^f 5n pcr cont. If lt "'crc pos-"ib1e tn mnintej.n thls
ratc nf incronsc th(-n tho n:ur lord ur^uId be creslly nlnagcd. Thls
}l6.r;'ry61. 1s th,r crux nf thc mp.ttcr. IInt enly docs rrrmnrncnt prnd-
uctlnn rcm.\rc clpltrl "nd Lrbour {'rom sncl-r11,.7 uscful nrr.ductl-otu
Its cffoot j.s c.nccntr.tcd ln prcciscly thnsc l_ndustrios "'hlde
hnvo ^chle rrcd thc prc.t.gt lncrcrgcg ln pr^ductinn end v/hi ch c.n-
tributo h,:,'rrih bn thc t.t.1 oxp^rt nf g^r'im'6ltlos.



rrlt v,ou1d be f^n1lshrr , q,r.te the edltrr ^f the ECONOI,{-
IST, "t^ suppose that Brltaln cpn rearm vrllfinpf, tears.
The ^nfll $'aU ln v,hlch t^tp- ^utput can be exoanded wltbnut mi.rasures of spcclpl n.bl1lset1-n nf !ranp^,^'( (e eupb
emlsr f^r dreconlc dlrectl..n nf Labnur - DIi.) ls b1, 111-
crcpslna th. sverpge ^utput nf r,'.11,1o1s F Ire.dy 1n emF-
fn]m;nt - thr^uch lncr..rscd cfflclsncli cnC/,^y hv lanzer
hnurs ^f ,,,^a!4. {Jnl1_..q3 oddlti^ne1 ^utput ^ht.1ned in this,^'py 1s et lerst counl tr- thrr net orlC1t1^na1 burden nf
Cef.ncc, thirc must lnevitpbl.: be s^ne c.ntractl^n 1:tthe lnv,-.stn.nt pr.,qranne ar ln clvll- c^nsumnt1^n or nr-tuln t/. fn Invrlnflt deflclt .n the brlsnce ^f pay-
nents - rnd prnb:b1:i . c^nb jnFtl,^n ^f f.ssts undet pl-I
thr'. a h; adstr.

r^r rho rl'st r-,,rrrhir "ilB:t ,:t ":t;,.;:St":;"lFo ::i"::I{nf thc 19sB flgu:e (L,,BoUR FESE IRCH, oct.tr r) .' 'i" tho11st tl,^ ycars thcrc has b.r:n pn lncrc,^sc ,-f 12 pcr cent 1n
!h" ^utput pir hc:<l f^t' th- lndrrstrr rs n ,.,,n"1r. - i".,ir.r, Plrrqe prrt .f th. lncrc,s.r is -ccaunterl far b.. cc.rtpln sac.1;lnns;1n prcclsl^n lns trrrnr:nts tho 1ng3i,.sE] v,!.g 44 .IJ)T cant p,:r hcnd,1n -vchlcl-.s 33 p -r cc,nt. Thc turn^\rer t^ arnlm.nts .f evcn iaSm.11 F'rt -t' .ne .f th..S:) scctl^ns 1s b.,nd t^ lnv^lvo, rtl-orst 1n thl rctanl-lne p,-11^d, n substonti-1 fr. l1 1n the r.trs ^1.lncr:, rscd ^uifut f^r thl lnCustr.r rg ^ :r,lnl6.. The turn.vcr of lr1'rgc part ', ^ulf 61cp thr incr..s,. t^ I frrctlnnrl- D.rc.,ntrqe.Nn', s16rllv s.mr, lspp^ycr 1s r,:^l.nq t. t-k^ lf:"i, f-,I" 

^.".t- 
A"._cnds r.n tho oucstlnn cf -ddltlnn.L /r..r1c.n j:ld. If 1t 1s ",;;_uned '"h"t this v'111 n^t br' lrvlsh (- f.lrf1, sef- rsspllptJ -n slv-en thl shl ft ^f p^.'-r Jn thc U.3. rf t,^r 1{.v 7nx6 

"\ 1t c"n be i,,nk-cn .f.r gr"nt.d th^t thr l:ti:s,.l1t rrtr, ^f Jncri.,.s,:. ^f ,^utcut 1nen,rlno-rlnr "'1iI n.t bc n.int.inrd un1.ss lt I s D.ssj.b1c t,rf^1st .' f^np.r '.^rklnq ,.,.r.k on lh^ r,.a1i6. 1,s, .1!h. r f -rnrLl-= ^:.b. d-l-spos:lnr{ ^f thr 11r.1tnt1nns nn .1yr1llp1. -- r.ni nr^1_.rr.:h ]-rr n^tth,^n. Thc p^sJ t1^n 1n th , chrmlc^1 l.ndus'tr; - .1")- ^i" nr^,i ir:
F^rt&pc. f r'1 vr5,1 pri:per-tl^ns, 1s n^t s,.. :nsl,' ta dlec^\rir. Thcr19c ln pr^ductlnn nf [nay-' chomlcr fs 1s ,..^11 -h^rrc tha av.r.]qcf^r lndu-strv end . .flrc.t dr:n1 nf crpltel lnvr.strr.nt hrs b.nn
m^d. in r, c r.l t 1'crrg. It ls p^sgr ble thet thcs: trcnds lri11
c^nilnuc 1n eplte nf the n-," dcrr.ncis ^n the lnciu.try.

-2-

Eourlll imp^rt.nt -'lth the ourstlnn .f prnd-
uctlvlt;- ^f the lndustrlcs 111r,:ctfli c^nccrn6'cl ra'lth ,r,r prcDllre-
tl.,ns ls th: cu.-st1nn ^f thetr importr.nce 1n thc ._T.u^rt .f c^m-
m.C1tlcs. In 1949 thc exp^rt nf mrchincrl v'es 225 pcr ccnt ^fl?34, th,:' . xp.1; ^f vr.hlclcs 285 prr c.-nt, ^i ^th.r r.r'e ta1 f1n-
lshcd rc:,'l s (.:xcludlng c1rq1r1q.1 ooulpprrnt)2?,6 poT cc,nL, ^: n1-
cctrlcfl cqulprncnt 265 per, cent. T"'n-thlrrls ni e11 thl cnrs rncl
hrLf the c^rl.]n,.rrc1.l- vihicles pr',-cluc c.d ,r616 6;76pr,3!r,{, as n'.re
thrce-flfths ^f thc lnt rnrl c.nbustl.n cnelnes, t"'n-flfths nf
:h. tr.ct,^rs rnd pl"rlcultrlr. 1 mrchlnr,ry .nd .nrt-thtrl ^f thc rnrr-
chln,. t^.1:. Ihr;si, fl.orrr,':: 1'Ir:rd ^rIl' b. c^npared vlth thc avct"-
.g.t lnc;'..sc ln r11 .l{p.r'rs, .st1n.t: d .s 160 p;.r c, nt ^f thc
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1938 figur:, tn grasp the irnp^rtrnce ^f the englnoerl.ng industry
ln the "b^1rnce "f pryme,ntstr . Tncreirsed armrment prrductL^n 1s
b^und t^ "','r .lln thc intcr'nrtirna.l p"sltl^n .f the Brltlsh cc"n-
^my by cuttinp' dn,vn lts m. st imp^rtent exp.rts ns ''tlc11 rs by the
gen..ra1 risc in c ^r'rn'' rl i t..:i priccs cnused. by 'rlr''Intt c^nditl,.ns- lnd
st"ckplllng. 4 mr.i"r c^ntrlbut'rJ, f.ct,,'r t. thrj "',.rsrning 'f the
internrtl-na1 p"si11^n ^f BritlsL caplt"lism ii the nrvl^'r'{pq nf
thc '""r]-d nnrkr t ctuscd by thc bnn "f the exr^rt nf 4116,111.1 nf
m11ltrr., v;. 1-u,) t.. thc F.ussian 81.'c "rhLch J.s pnrt ^f thc price 'f
.Americrn rr 'ldrr. This ben is b"unC t. h''vc th- offect ln thc 1^ng
run .f t'-'in1i thc Brltlsh c;c"n^flI/ evcn r'rc tlghtl;r t'- th't 'f
thc iJ.S..r. "ria "f rEgrrrrr'tlng all thc c.ntrrcllct1'ns lnhercntln
t,hc prcscnt s c t-rrp.

It ls cIo.r fr.m the ob"vc dlscussl.'n thr t
thr> u1tlnr.t. cffcct "f trrenrmrmcnttr 'r'111 bc t' l-ncrcrsc, the dlf-
iicultl:s ^f Britlsh cnpJ.tnll.sm, t",lncrcasc thc burdcn ^f thc
,',n1}ln6 clrtss dirCctly rnd 1ndlrcct1y, rnd thcref-re t' .rrrqrnv-
"t,^ th; c1.,ss .ntf g"nisrls ln Brltaln. tr{..ronvcr n^b ^d-'i bcllcvcs
th"t th' prisr,nt sfepping,-up ^f rrms pr^ductL"n is e'nything tut
rn instr lmor,t -f rnuch- grJnti;r thlnfis t^ c^rnc. lll'c :rc n''r': cntr:r-
1ng thc i.tnmi;<lirtc prc)",'r pcrl.di thc tcndcncy t" c^nvert the

"":r.r-*;, 
1nt. I ,,,rr mr chinc 1i bcc^r'ring str.ngor. Thc 

- 
rulcrs 'f

Brttr jir {.ro br-.;ing pushcd by tho rnistcrs int^ I p^s1t1''n fr"m
',hich thc:ri, ls n. ictrcat. II;".cvcr rcluct.nt thc;- nlny be, nnd

rcluct.nt thr:y c,rrtr.ln1y nrc, f 'r thclr hrve c'v:Sythlng tc lnsc
nnd n-thinq t. S.ln, thcrt 1s r o :'ft;rnitlvc f'r thern n,."' but to
prcp.re f r thc 

-',"'r 
J-n '"hi-ch thc,.l,' hrvc bcen n'sI-gncd thc r"Ic "f

prcsint r.1v rnd. pr"spcctlrrc vJctlm.

Thc v'. rklng class m.v.rm:.nt ls f . ced $'1th

s.ne nc,- pr"bllrnsr rnd 'trlth s'nc ^Id 'ncs 16'r7lrr6C, by thc curr-
cnt cvonts. In ihc cnd n il the prblcms c ^r-rc {r vrrr l". 'ne - h^$I

1. 
-prcvcnt 

'1'-l'fd :i:t'r in the ncxt dcc^de 'r s'' rnd t' utilise thc
tr"iifrf"ri spfcc thus ^btrlncd t^ recrc^tc the lntcrnrtl^na1
i;:;i- 'i' 'rr gcnulnc g^c1nl-lst tnd d(-r1-crttic f^rces' thc 'nIy
r-"-s lblc third f^rcel - -," ;"f:i f;'"i ;h't cnn rrrcrt thc dcsccnt
:f hum:;i;; i"t' iir"'ncvr b,.rbrrlsm ^f t'tilit'ri'n scrrrltuce nnd

""f'ri"r" pc"rcc nnd s^ctn11st frccd"m. Fnr thc 1'st t'"rnty l'e'rs
the',^rkcrst m^vcmcnt i;;-;;";- "ptti''rnd hnmstrung-by !h: 3ta11n-
i;;.e;;i;-"i tt'ru nr"si"" rulin-g c1's8 'nd thc ref^rmlst suppnl'-

iu"" :i i"" rrnri^us 
'*""ti"" inpfrlr11sns. B'th ^f thcsc r,l'^ups

:1.rc fundemrntarJ-y ";;:;;a t^-s"creusm rncl c'nslstcnt 1i''rkcrsl
J;;'";;;y,-;ir, "'^i;t 1l-pr"scruc cl0sB s"cict; -rnd b^th."-'c thei'r
lnfluc.ncc t' tnc uJc :;'-;;;u;":s^cloltst'nd j'seud.-dcn'crr't1c
sf'grns. Ench g'it's-J'n"riu"rf:' 11rlq its te111ng critlclsns ^f
thc ^ther. Cur 3"5 is t^ rsslst thc r'^st c^nsc1'us scctl"ns ^f
iii" ,:rr.i"g clrss t" frec themselvcs frnrn t}rclr lnflucncc'

Thc drift lrvr.^3615 thc thlrd '.''rId "r^r glves
us p.rc.t .pF.rtunltl"""t"-a: -tfrfs.- 

On the ^4s lnrd tho cxpansl^n
:i i;,;'iro:;i"; itprrl"it"t lrvcn ona. is glvlrrg r1111^ns .f-pecple

ftrst-h^nd cxpcricnci' "i tiii rcr'I chrrrctel' ;f Stallnls rrSoclnl-

is6'r . Tho fr.udubni 
-clrnr"ct"r 

^f thc Strl-l-nist rrlre nce rl c'mpnlgn
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is bcc'rnlng .5.ncrcaslnr.1.rr "bvi-rrs. Thc r- 1i: ^f the strri-n:r,stprrtl.e s es irfu'l-gg^1,r s F^i.e i.1rn._ Le gi.nrr is bclng drlven hone et ntlnc v,hen the lrRusr,i,en .3'stc.r,r,r i s t-sino n 1oi!ir. part ^f the at-trpcti^n i-t -nc -. cxerciscd. }t^t,,,ithstr....11ng rtl its grlns sincel-944 and indc-d 1-rec.l-' b-cpusc .f th..n, Stilinisr.- fnccs incrcr-slng i-nt,;rnr l tcnsi-ns, di.ffe re nt in f irrn but n- 1e ss cl.rngcr^usthrn thc crlsis thrcetenlng its rJv"Is.

0n thc ^thcr hrncl th.c brnl<nrntc-; .f ref.rm-lsm can n.^"' be l"rd6 plr lp t^ lncrcas J n,q numbers ^i ,,"rkcrs. TnB::1t.ln sp:ciflce11-r, the rcf"rms -f thc G-rrern-cnt .-it1 bc lnc-rerslngl;i nul-l.lfiod b- thc burden af lrrr preprratl..ns " HnvlngnlrceCT l1d-rtid Hltlcrrs s1^g,.n ,,Exp.1X .1. piutt, thc L"b^ur pnrl
t,v t.ps $'l l1 s.'n bc f^rccd t. denrnd ",ith G^; ring itGrrns beforeButtir'r. Tit.. gr.i,ing clcpendcncc "f thc ttv,;If rrc f trt"'i ^n Amer-icrn imp, rif llsm,nnd the vislbl. tnabiltt,.y nf the €(.vcrnmcnt tnnrkc eny suetain-L rnrl serl^us eff^rt t" iv.id bci,rig drr-.n lntna \I''r th.t r'11-f dcstr.y thc 1,,h.1c b,.sis ^.f rr,f ..rnlsm, can bepr.vcd f rr m.-r<; crsily t.dry thrn lv'^ :1. thrrc 1, r-r.rs ngo, It isslgnif'lcarit thrt cv;n in the hnusc-br^kcn rnd frurgcd piirlLarncnt-
ar), L.b:ur Irrty s.me 29 Nr.Pts cnn bc f^und t: sripJ,.r,1 n mnti^n
crlticrl ^f thc g.vcrnrlontrs subscrrricncc t. i,,lrcIrLhur ln K"rca.

If .!c rrc t. bc succcssful 1n r:xp sl-ng thclrrpcrlrlist p-lic.'nf thc ru1lna Ar.up ri,r: must c"nstnntl:: tlc upthr; c -ncrct., disc-nt nt -n ".rq.^e, c.^nditi .ns, h^usinE, cic., "rlththi qcn. rnl- rnll-",.,r pr-p..grnd,,. This j.s n.rc thrn uv"r ncccss-:rrI n''!. Th,: ri sinq prlcc ,.f cs.Jrtntl,al c^nsrln.r c-nr.dltlcs 1sduc 1.rgc1- t^ thc inl;1n1llnplil, armrmcntg rrcc. R<;rl- vrrgcs arc
be lnq l^rirc.rcd b,cnusc, .m.ngst .thir things, -f thr; i.ncicas|ngpr^p.rti^n ,'f th.r t^trl pp^61qct1-n ^f ,:.-ds d.v..ti d t^ s.clnllt
usclcss cnds. c rlust prcp.r., -'^rkcrs t. rcs.i.s t thc climrnd f-i1^ngcr h^urs a dcrrrld th"t J.s rs c I't. in t" c^ir,cr .s r.in ln.lpri1. ilb^ve ^11- v'(. rnu:.t c"ntlnu:- Ily cxp^e,: thc futi lit:, -f J.m-per1.list -er .nd r^ttenncss ^f thc sncci:us -l,llim,;nts ^f its dc-fendcrs. Th,.., first ,"-rLd '.'.r kiLl-,rd mi11i..ns, ri:ndcrcrl n1111^ns
h.mclcss :nd dr,.,,rtlf,trl6, crc.ted ncr.' n:tj..nr1 intrq-nlsms, ncrr
"pFrcss5-.n. .het s j.nefo pr-b1cm -f thc c.mllr.n pi.^p1c afA fts-lvc? Di-fcnc - f d.rr.crncy? It crc-tcd nqj, fllglsl"rshlps ,-^rsc
thnn thc ld, Di-fcncc "f snr11 nrti.ns? Tt b.und thcm circr n.rc
c1, scl;r- t. th; gr.:-t rrbbcr nrti.ns. Sclf-dctirrninrti-n? D1s-r".r t. cnd '.'rrs? N., 1t rcsultcd ln loss frocrl:r,r,ce, r fresh h.f-crust. r'trrt pr-b1cns 'ncrc s^1trcd bi

" rld ,',rr? N-t .nc. lr-i,, .n1]r fivc .,'crrs 1rt-r, thb,- 1.,"" 5qrcot cmplrcs rrc prcpnrin,i r nc'. b1^ ^ribnth.
th:.r .,,r11 -ut. But f ^r thc vrst r,- J. rlt- ^f thc

' h:rc thcir r ld rclns nc1.' s-crificcs, rc,j, . xtl^1t.-
prcs.:..,1 n. lnd f..r 'rh.t? T- cnnblc thc nl1ltBrtsts,rts, thc pfut^crsts t" rlvct thr,lr chrlns m.rc scc-
f'rS$eg.

I rnimrlll t? ,l
nc- a nils re c
thc s r; c.'nd ,

ru1,-. rs 'f th
Thcl, 51vn t -
Po'P 1c c\r:- rr,r
tl^n, nc"'^p
thc burc rucr
urc f:): -n th..

l-r:nc r; 'f th,; czpl^it..rs
:hc ir:r1 j t,',r1. llrrt
s lfu i', lr-. f gr rrr r'-q tr: rs

crnn- t bc prclflsts.
bc dcfc.tcd b;'thc vl^1
c cann - t sr.r:'''.' :'t 1n nn;'
cl rnJ n,,hi 'ir. Th.r ^6lv

S^ci.a Llsts
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end v'pr 1s to abollsh class soclety end the only .,'ay to go about
abolJshlnq clrss soclety 1s to $'age Fn unrelentlng struaqle
egainst nu rr6r,rnrr rullng c1ess, 1ts state, 1ts propagandlsts, lts
prlests, lts labour aAents. r.(.re rvork to destroy the rrnatlonal un-
lty'r, 1. e. , the suhord j natlon of the r',orkers to the rulers, preached
bv apoloqlsts of irrperlBllsm of every strlne. trrs ,,61[ to create
the internstlonal uni.tv of the "'orklng class as the cnly r"ay, not
only'to pra/cnt r,'r'q butto nchl ete an lntornatlonal organtsatlon of
societl . Ref orrnlsts often sneer at ,r'hst they call the i'utopi-anrr;
rllnrpracticallr alms of -i.nternatlonn I soclallin.. 'tre Fre not j.mp-
ressed. fho results of th,e rrprnctlcalrr polJ.tlcs pursued by
soclal-lmperlallsts are all around us. the rcsuLts of thc sane
policies jn the future "'j 11 be no better. The onJ-y lrv'er to end.'rrs'r Is the ,,,ar of lrbour ngrJnot colJ,ta1. trrlrprs...are p:rt of
the vcrv neture of capi ta I J. srn i thelr ",111 cease onlv '^,hen the cn-
pltt.ll-st system 1s abolJ-shed.I Thct ls Fs true todru ls ..,'hen lt
tras fj,rst subscrlbed to by r11 the soclallst pFrtJ,es atthe Stutt-
grrt Conference of the Second fnternatlonel. The problens ofrrrerrm:'rnentrr for the ruling class .nd 1ts alLles are concerned,"lth drrgoonjn,q the "'orkers for rnother bou,t of masr rurder, The
problem of 'rre,.rmomentir f.,r the ,"ork1rs J s ho"' to turn the lrnpe-
rlrlist v,e r (frtent or rctur. l) i.nto a cirzl1 v'"r.

TI-IE GAF '":]DENS 'rMlIov.n DJ11rs1 Yuqosl"v Corrnrunlst prop.g-
;'nd^ chlef nnd. senlor rnember of Mershnl

Titors Conmun j.st prrty politbureau, srid todll thrt the
ldeo16i1lg.1 g.p f c,f,vnsn Yrr.qos1lv corr,r,"uni sm .nd 166 $6viet
v,rv of lj fc hrd bc,corre runbrl dge rbler . Thi s 1st th{: flrst
tirne Yuqosl.v lenders h.ve exDr..sed th_errqelrres so crtes.orl-
c.IIy on the j r ourrrcL r^'lth the Krom]ln, rnd ln doLng so,
'f i,:te,rn observcrs rtr.f lelre, thcll hrrrc fr nrlf- burncd the 1r
'A^^{-^

rrln 2 !,v6-p.Ae ertlcle J-n lBorl-"a1, lhe org-
cn of the Yuqoslrrr Conrnunist p.rttl, Djtl;^s rrint.ined th.t
thc Sovir,t Union "'ns no 1on6qe r soclrllst but rno.' represcnts
1n the ful-l-cst d.cgrec the rcrlisntion of strte c'pit^Iisml.
I{e s.i.d t}-rc Sovl't Comnrunlrts r,.re nht onl-y rrevlsionlBtl i,n
theory but ..'.:o 1n prrctLce lbeconlng moro rnd rnorc thc cnc-
ni:s of f,irrxism ln rny country. Thcy do not h.te us b-,c.use
ol ou teakncsscs rnd rnlst^kes but boclusc x,c .re 14'rxist
-nd r -,vo 1ut innr r.y | .

'rfhc strte crp5trlist monoooly 1n tho Sov-
lct Union hrd trken on n rmonstrously dcspotlc formr ln n1I
ficfds -,f ]ifr. He rskcd: r'hI 1s Sovlct Rus"1- cuttinR it-
s.If of r fror thc: '.'orld? "tr^t r.rr thcy hid j-ng? ' h.t .,re
thc-.I .fr"td of? Thr..:tz crc hldlno thelr roEimc "nd thclr
f-jth rrcc^usc. lt ls nonstr'ous cvcn conn.rcd to t'ourgeols
dcmocrr c;r | 'r . IiANCHESTER GU.IRDIAII 21. 11.50
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STALINIST RUS SIA --t-Ht TACTS

THE BURETUCR"ATS IN I}JDU:TRY

by 1. Cl1ff

( f ron, a.,s or1 ris : of i'art I i ilde ;r appp s71ng
ln INFoRIvI,4TION DIGEST ln l,rt-agclr,!pi.1.1,

Mny, 1949 )

\[IE publish here the flrst of a serles of articles on
Russla with the ob.iect of brimgl'ng before the Brttlshvtorkers the real sltuatlon in Stalinlst Fussia, based
on facts. The wrrkers ln Brltaln are bcccmlng more
and more uneasy about r',hr,t 1s taking p1;:ce in Russia,
and in order to ansv,er these gror,,rlnq doubts, the Stel--
lnlst Partles have poured or,r t a spate of lyine propag-
anda abou'" the sltuetion ln Russia. Our .rticles are
based entirely on of flcj.a.l- Russirln materlrl nnd their
accurrcy connot be chrllengcd. Even ,,rhen other sour-
ces have been ouoted, they hrvo becn chccked rvith the
orlglnal Russian sources.

tt[ho C or:tro ].s Productlon?

clde<l rhat rhe *",";:il:li"t3i,"iSli'olli,
of the tradc unlons. Thus the programme
of Russia (Bol-shevlks ) adopted nt the
It-eId l,'nrch 18 to 2s, 1919 ) &cclnred :

revolutlon, 1t was de-
would be ln the hands

of the Comrrunlst Party
eighth Party Congress

rrThe organlsed applrntus of soclo1 productlon mustprlrnarily depend upon thc tr.de unlons... Thcy must be
transformed into huge productlve units, enroiling the
mi jorlty of the ',orkers, and 1n due tirrrc all the r,iork-
ersr. ln the respectlvc brrnches of productlon.rrfnasmuch as thc tredc unlons arL alread.y (r,s spec-lf1ed 1n the 1a,rrs of the Sovle,t Republlc nncl as rea 11-
zed in pr:cticc) prrtlclpants in aLI the l-oca1 {rnd ce-ntrel o16lrns idministerinrr indrrstry, thev rnust procccd
to thc prrcbical cr':rce ntretlon into thelr orrn hands ofthc ',,ork of .clninlstr..tlon in thc whole economic 1lfe



cf the country, m.king this thelr unlfled economic .1m.
Thus protcctlng the inlissoluble unlon bct,veen thc ce-
ntrel ltrtc euthorlty, the natlon.1 econorny, r.nd the
broad rnrsses of the ,rorkers, the tr:"d:, unlons lrlu s t ln
the fullest possLble me.sure induce the vrorkers to
partici-p.tc dlrectly in thc "rork of economic .dminj-st-
rrtion. Thc p.rtlcipation of the trade unlons ln the
conduct of economlc 1lfe, end the lnvolvement by them
of thc brord masscs of thc people 1n this ,rrorkr vtould
..ppear r.t the same tlrne to be our chlcf ald ln the ca-
mpaign a.grinst the bureaucrotlsotlon of the economlc
apprrrtus of the SorrLct Po,ircr. Thls 'ui. 11 facllltrtc
thc estnbllshmcnt of an effectlve populrr control ovcr
thc rcsults of productlonrr . (Quotcd from N. Bucha.rln
and E. lrcobrnzhensky, rrThe l.B.C. of Conmunlsmrr, pub-
lished by the Communist Party of Great Brltnin, Londo4
1927, pngcs 401 and 402).

Pnrtici.pating in the runnlng of industry to-
gcther rrrith thc *rorkcrs ! plnnt cormlttces, ,"crc the pnrty ce lls
Togcther u,lth theso, and undcr thcir control, urorked the technl-
cr. 1 no.nrger. Thcsc thrcc togethcr formcd thc Troilia.

of this "rorkersr control nothing re.-'ne i.ns to-
flrrr. li'61' sor-, vcrrs the burerucracy trlcd to underminc the Trol-
k: ,"lthout ofPicirlly rcnouncin/T it. fhus, . rcsolution of the
Contrrl Comnittc; of tl-r c Prrty dcclded (rrPrrvdrrr, 7th Scptcmber,
1929 ) th.t thc orkr.,rs I Cor,:nlttcc of thc plent

irmrll not int^rrrcnc dircctly ln the running of thc
plent, or cndcr'vour in r.ny '.ta)r to replrcc plant mr.nl-
gemont. Thclt sh.11 by n1I rncrns help to secure one-m.n
control, lncrc: sc. production, plant development, lnd,
t:-ercby, lmprovcmont of th<: condltlons of thc r"'orking
c 1as srl .

rhc p1rnt. .r1r hj"'::"#;il*llu"ii
on all tho ',orkcrs. He rlone shr1l
p;rsonncl lrtrkin{ into consid:rp.tionrr
nnC thc tr.dc union organisati-onsrl ,

thc P lr,num cf the
Zhdrnov, dc c ] ercd:

1n fu]l end solc ch:rge of
erc unconditionrllY b,l-nd i.n65
sclect, promotc nnd rcmoverrthc opinlons of the p.rty
but ls not to be bound bY

Thc Troike ,rrs offlcielly buried in 1937. In
C,;ntrr L Commlttcc Stnllnrs s c c ond- in- comn;'nd,

rrThc Troika 1s somcthinr-' ouitc tmpcrmi s s ib 1c . . . Thc
Troi.kr is r sort of r'dn j nistrrtlvc boerd, but our ecorF
omlc 'dv"inistr.tion ls constructed .long totnlly diff-
c.rint lincsll . ('iFrrvclall , 11 laarch, 1937 ) .

ThC nc\r Intn. gcmCnt
glsrrly d.fincd by thc officlnl- mrnunf

of lndus try
" _ECOnOmI C S OI

r,/ns very
Socinllst


