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Whilat regrofting cur inebility te méet 411 rcou-ets frr
extre supnli-a ~f ~ur first issue, ve sre neturnlly cretified
thet "Sreirlist Review" g~1d sr well, f_erecetrr number of
e~pics heve b~n prnduccdsth*s menth to m -t this demend, sn
we hope thrt rll thr3: comrrdes =he helpcd te s-11 the first
isnue - tr whrm; many thenks! - will meintrin their seles in
¢ January o»nd subseouent months.

' surprisin~T number ~f re~deras hrve trken th~ treuble to
17t us heve their comments m, ~nd criticisms ~f r~ur November
i1s=ue, as reoucsted. "¢ rre arertly indebted Lt~ them snd hrpe
thot this preectice will erntinus. ™ hrve trken crreful nete
nf 1l ermrcents, cspecinlly suszesticna far Imprrvement, mrgt

oy
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~f which =111 be embrdied in subsecouent 1ocucs, i
Freed with the risine cnst ~f prper, rnd tr-ubled bv the |

| n rmol difficulty ~f sm~1ll left-wine publicrtirns - shortage
| ~f crcehl hr~ve tc epperl t~ r11 ~ur supp~rtsrs t~ scnd »
deneticn, lerme #r amell, ~nd thus help trmrintrin MSegdnl-
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istiRavie~! nt 1%s! prea-nt #i7e. “b_fro verw gretaful to ithe
comprdes whe heve slre~d~ hrlped in this we-,
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PROBLEMS OF REARMAMENT

by Den Hallas

When referring to the Stalinist-run "%econd
"orld Feace Congress', the caepitalist press inveriably itelicises
the word peace, Needless to say the same procedure is never
frllowed when using the even more fsntastic misncmer 'rearmement"
tn describe the sharp increasse in war preparations nnw getting
under way. The fact is, nf crurse, that never in the history of
British imperlalism has such a huge militsry establishment been
maintained in pesce time as 1in the years 1945-50 under His Maj-
esty's Labour Government.

In the '"rearmament" year 1938-9 some £254
milliorn were spent on war preparaticrns, In the frur years 1945~
49 some £4,000 million, or nesrly frur times as much per annum,
were expended. The 1938-9 figure was abrut 5 per cent of the
natirnal incrme, the pnst-wer figure is sbrut 10 per cent. In
1939 (June) the total strength of the armed forces was 480,000,
At the end ~f 1949 it was 736,000, These crntrasts ore made even
sharper when it is realised that a large part of the British Em-
pire, India, Burma and Ceylon, was able to free itsc1lf at the
end ~f the last war ¢nd that it was in these territeries that a
substantial part of the pre-war army was based.

So much for the disarmed state of Britain in
the post-war years. The Government nnw intends, after crnsulta-
tion with its American "allies" to devete £3,600 million tn "de-
fence"in the next threc years, This represents an increase of
20 per cent over the average 1945-49 but is actually an increaso
of 50 per cent over last yerr's expenditure and a cash incrcase
nf £350 millien per annum. 4 preportion of the increerse is to be
peid for by the US. Government; the indications are that this
preporticrn will be comperatively small; the bulk of the incrcase
will have tr ecome rut nf the British ecrnomy.

The burden of armements on the economy has
bcen mns8ked to ¢ conslderable cxtent by the gre~t increase in
total industriesl productien over the 1lrst five years, an sverage
incrcrse ~f 50 per cent. If 1t were pessible to monintnin this
rate of incrcersc thon the new lord would be easily mennged, This
however is the crux of the matter. Net only docs armamcent prod-
uction remove cepitel rnd labrur frem srmeinlly uscful prrductien
its effcet 4is conceentrrted in preociscely these industries which
have ~chicved the grertest inercrscs in prrductirn and which ceon-
tribute hervily te the totel export of crmmr~dities,
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"It would be frrlish", 6 wrnte the editrr nf the ECONOM-
I3T, "to suppose thet Britain cen rearm withrut tears.
The only way in which trtel. rutput can be expanded with
rut measures of speciel mrbilisati~n ~f manpnwer (a euph
emism for dreconic directirn of labour - DH. is by in-
cressing the aversge ~utput of workers slresdy in emp-
lovment - thrrush incressed efficiency snd/er ty lenger
hrurs of wnrk, Unless additienel ~utput ~btained in this
wpy 18 ot lesst eouasl te the net additi~nal burden nf
defrnece, there must ineviteblv be seme crntractirn in
the 1nvestment prrersmme rr in civil crnsumpticrn or .a
return te en 'everell! deficit o~n the balence ~f pay-
ments - and prebebly » ermbinatiern Af losses under o1l
three heaode",

The output ~f the enginecring industry
fer the first helf of 1950 48 estimetad  nt 179 Per cent
of the 1938 figure (LABOUR' RESE’RCH, Octrber), In <the
last twr yesrs there has bren en incressec ~f 12 per cent -in
the o~utput per hesd frr the industry.es s whele, Hrwever, a
large pert of the increese 1s ~ccrunted fer by certain sections;
in precision instruments the inerecese wers 44 per cent per head,
in..vehieles... 33 per ecent, The turncver to armemconts nf even o
smell prrt ~f cne ~f these sections is  beund ot dAnvelve, et
lerst  in the retnoling pericd, s substenticl fr~11 in the rete of
incrcesed ~utput for the industry a3 ~ whele., The turnnver of a1
lerge part wruld drop the increrse tr p frecticnel parcentage,
Now clearlv srme turncver is going te trke plree, hrw grest dep-
ends on the auestirn of ~dditiencl fmericen ~1d. If &t. dsiaga-
umed thet this will net be lrvish (- feirly safe nssumptiern giv-
en -thr shift ~f prwspr in the U.2 rfter Nevember) t cen be Sek-
en frr grented thet the present rete ~f increrse AF ~utput in
encinerrine will net be meinteined unless it is pragible tn
frist o longer workine week on tho werk:crs, citherp frrmally or
bv dispesing ~f the limitetirns on nvertime --  and probably not
thens The prsition in the chemic-l industry - slso nf greet im-
errégnee for wer preperotiong, 18 net se ensy tn discrver, The
rige in prorduction ~f heavy chemicrls 1s well ~bave the averaze
ferr 1Industry ond a grest deal of crpitel investment has baen
mado in recont vesrs, It is prssible thet these brends will
continue in spite ~f the new demands on the indu=try,

Eaurlly importent with the ouestirn rf prod-
uctivity ~f the industries dircetly crncerned with wsr prepare-
tiorng 1s the agucstion ~f their impertence in the exprrt rf com-
meditics, In 1948 the exprrt ~f mechinery was 225 per cent ~f
1938, . the cxpert of wvehicles £85 per cent, nof ~ther metel fin-
ished goods(ecxcluding elcctricnl equipment)226 per cent, of ol-
ectricrl equipment 265 per cent., Two-thirds ~f 211 the cars and
helf the commercicl wehicles preduced were exprrted, as wore
three-fifths of the internel crmbustien cngines, twr-fifths of
the trecters rnd epricultural mechinery end rne-third ~f the mn-
chine trelss These fimurcs necd ~nly be crmpared with the aver-
age increrse in ell exports,  estimated rs 160 por.cecnt of the
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1938 figure, to grasp the imprrtance ~f the enginecer i
in the ﬁ;br'l.tﬁ.nce ~f poyments". Increased nrmﬂgentepigguégigitig
brund t~ weraen the internnrticnal prsitien ~f the British econ=-
rmy by cutting drwn its mest imprrtant exprrts as well as by the
general risc in c~mmrdity prices caused by "brem" crnditiecns ond
gtockpiling. A mojor erntributery feecter to the wersening ~f the
interncti~nal prsitirn ~f British capitelism is the narrrwing of
the wrrld market caused by the ben ~f the exprrt rf matorinl of
mili?rrv vrluc t~ the Fussian Blre which is part ~»f the price of
Americen "~id", This brn i8 brund tr heve the offect in the long
run ffﬂ tving the British ecc~n~my even merc tightly to thet nf
the U.3.2, and ~f pgprrvoting all the crntrodieticns inherentin
the prescnt set-up.

It 41s clecor frem the abrve discussien thet
the ultimate cffcet ~f "rearmrment" will be tr~ inercrsc the dif-
ficultics ~f British capitnlism, tr.increase the burden ~f the
werking clase dircetly ‘ond indircetly, rnd therefrre tr acarav-
nte the ecloss sntergrnisms in Britain, = Mererver n~b~dy belicves
thﬂp the proscent stepping-up ~f arms pr~duction is anything tut
an instrlment ~f much grenter things t~ crme, We pre nrw onier-
ing thc immedirte pre-wrr pericd; the tendency to crnvert the
eern-my intr o wer mechine is becoming stronger. The rulers ~f
Britein erc being pushed by the masters intc r prsitien frem
which therc 1s n~ retreat, Hrwever reluctent they may be, and
recluctent they ccertainly are, frr they have cverything te lrso
and n~thine tr grin, therc is ro clternrtive for them neow but to
preprre for the wrr in which they heve been acaigned the rrle of
prescnt olly and prespective victim,

The w-rking class mcvemeont 18 freced with
grme nov problems, rnd with s~mc ~1ld rnes revived, by the curr-
ent events. In the end all the pr~blems c¢~mc¢ drwn to one - how
te prevent werld wer in the next dcerde ~r sco eond to utilise the
breathing spece thus ~btrined o recrorte the internotional
front ~f r11 genuine s~cieclist ond dem~eretic foreces, the ~nly
p~sible third frree, the ~nly f~rce ihat can svert the descent
~f humenity int~ thc new berborism ~f trtnlitrrieon servitude and
nchicve pence »nd srcianlist frccdrm. Frr thc last twoenty yeers
the w~rkers' m~vement has been split and hemstrung by the 3Italin-
ist r~gents ~f the Russian ruling clrss and the reformist supprr-
ters ~f the veri~us western imperinlisms. Brth ~f these <r~ups
nre fundemcntally cpprsed to areirlism ond c~nsistent wrrkers!
dem~erecey, both w~rk t~ preserve clngs srcicty and brth ~we their
influcnee t~ the use ~f pseudr-scciellst ~nd wseudr-dem-cratic
slrgrns., Ench grins crnsidersbly frem its telling criticisms ~f
the ~ther. Our j~b is tr nrssist the mrst crnscirus scctirns ~f
the w~rking class tr frece themselves from their influencce.

The drift tewrrds the third world wor glves
us grect ~pprrtunitics te d~ this, On the rnc hand the cxpansi~n
~f the Russisn Empire has given and is giving millions ~f people
first-hrnd oxpcricnce ~f the rorl chrrrcter ~f Stalin'a "Soclal-
ism", The frrudulent cherccter of the atnlinist "pence" crmpalgn
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is bec~ming increasingly rbvi-us. The rele ~f the Ttrlinist
prrties es 'Mrscrw's Frreign Legircn" is being driven home nt n
time when the "Ruseian Svstom" is 1-sinpg n lerme part ~f the at-
trecti~n it ~ncc cxercised. Netwithstruding »11 its geins since
1944 and indec~d lrrgely becsuse ~f them, Stalinism frces incren-
sing internal tensi~ns, different in f~rm but n~ less doanger~us
then the crisis threcatening its rivels,

On the ~ther hand the bankruptevy rf refrrm-
ism can n~w be made plein t~ increasing numbers ~f werkcrs, In
Britoin spccificelly,the referms ~f thc Grvernment will be ine-
reosingly nullificd py the burden ~f war preparatirns, Having
alreedy adrpted Hitler's slegen "Exprrt ~r Die", the Lab~ur Par-
ty treps will sron be frrced t~ demend with Grering "Guns before
Butter"., The grewing dependence ~f the "wolfrrc strte" on Amer-
icen imperinlism,and the visibls inability ~f the grvornmont tr
-meko eny sustain-d and sericus effert tr rveid being dresn into
a wer thet wlll destrey the whele brais ~f refermism,con be
proved far more ensily todey then tw~ ~r threc vorrs ago. 1Iksia
significent thet evcn in the hruse-brrken snd purged porliement-
ary Lebrur Ferty seme 29 M.P!'s c¢on be frund t- supprrt n mntiern
critical ~f thc grvernment's subscrvicnce tr~ MoacArthur in Kerca.

If we »src t- be successful in cxprsing the
Imperislist p-licv ~f the ruline grrup we must erpatantly tie up
thc c-nerete dise-nt nt ~n wemes, c~nditi-ns, h-using, ctc., with
the general snti-wor pr-pagandn, This is mrrc then cvor nccoss-
ary nsw, The risinz price ~f cescntial crnsumcr c-mmrditlcs is
duc lorgelv t~ thc intcrnetirnal armements recc. Real wages are
being l-wcred bocause, nmengst other things, ~f thc increasing
preperticn of the trtal prrducticrn ~f ga~ds deveted te srclinlly
usclcss cends, “ic must preprrc workers te resist the demend frrp
l~nger h~urs -- a domend thot is ns c.rtain t~ ¢ mec as rain in
April, #b-ve ~l1l wc must ecntinurlly exprsc the futilitr ~f im-
perielist wer ~nd r~ttonness ~f the spcei-us rrgumcnts ~f its do-
fenders, Tho first wrrld wor killed millirns, ronderod milli-ns
hemcless rnd dcatitute, crerted new noti-nrl rnteg-nisms, new
~pprcssicrn. “hat sinmlc preblem ~f the crmmen po-ple did it
s-1lve? Dcfence of demreracy? It crcrnted new dictrt~rships w~rsc
than the ~1d. Dcfenece ~f smrll neoti~ns? It brund them cver mere
¢ltscly t~ thc grost rebbor néticns. Self-dcterminntirn? Dis-
crmement? A wer te ond wers? Nr, 1t rcsultcd in 1less froeedem,
nc* orms raccs, ¢ fresh helcecrust, "het pr-blems wcre s~lved by
the sgernd v-rld war? N-t'ecnge ' NMeow, enly five verrs lnter, the
rulcrs ~f the tve great ompires eore preparing » new bl~~dbath.
they ‘Hrve n- “ther wny” =ut, But: frrithe wvrat mnjcrity. of the
pe~ple cvceryvhecre their r~ad mcans ncw srcrifices, new cxplrite-
tion, ncw ~ppressi-n. 4And for whet? Tr cnablo the militarists,
the burcrucrnts, thc plutrerats tr rivet their choins mere sce-
urcly ~n the mnsses,

We 2reialists érnn~t bc peeifistss Tho vi~-
lence ~f the explalitcrs ern ~nly bo doferted by the viclence 72
tho  oxpl-ltods But c¢aurlly wo cann~t support in eny way the
atrugele ~f “ur mestors f-r werld d minotdon, Tho enly way. .fo
[ [ by el 2 !
i . i | ¥ & ; i
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end wer 18 to abolish class society snd the only ey to go about
abolishine cless society 1s to wage sn unrelenting strugrle
egainst our "own" ruling cless, its state, its propagandists, its
priests, its labour agents. We work to destroy the "national un-
ity", 1.e., the subordinstion of the workers to the rulers, preached
by apolosists of imperiaslism of every stripe. We work to create
the international unitv of the working class as the only way, not
only to prevent wer, butto achlewe an international organisation of
society., Reformists often sneer at what they call the "utopian',
"impractical" sims of internationerl socialism, We sre not imp-
ressed. The results of the '"practical" politics pursued by
social-imperialists are all around us. The results of the same
policies in the future will be no bhetter. The only "wer to end
wars" is the wer of lsbour ageinet cepital. "Wers...sre pcrt of
the very neture of cepitalism; they will cease only when the ca-
pitalist system is abolished."™ That is es true todey as when 1t
was first subscribed to by all the socislist prrties at the Stutt-
gert Conference of the Second Internationel. The problems of
"resrrmement" for the ruling cless snd its ellies ere concerned
with drrgooning the workers for rnother bhout of mass rurder. The
problem of "resrrmament" for the worksrs is how to turn the impe-
rirlist wepr (lrtent or rectusl) into » civil wor,

THE GAFP "IDENS "Miloven Djilns, Yugoslrv Communist propeg- @

endr chief r~nd senior member of Mershel :
Tito's Communist perty politbureau, srid todny thet the ¢
ideologicnrl grp between Yuesoslev communism rcnd the Soviet @
woy of 1life hed become 'unbridgerble!. This 1s the first
time Yugoslrcv lerders hrve exprc-sed themselves so crtegori-
¢rlly on their ourrrel with the Kremlin, #o#nd 1in doing so,
Me3tern observers belleve, they heve finellv burned their
borts.
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"In » two-prge ecrticle in 'Borhn', the org-
en of the Yugoslrv Communist party, Djiiles mrintrined theot
the Soviet Union wns no longer socirlist but 'now represcnts
in the fullest degree the rorlisstion of strte crpit-lism', :
He s8r-id the Zovirt Communists w-re not only 'revisionisat! in
theory but were in prrctice 'becoming more nnd more the cne=-
mizs of Marxism in ~ny country. They do not hrte us becruse
of our weaknesscs ond mistrkes but becrusc we rre Mrrxist
rnd rovolutionery!.

"The strte crpitolist monopoly in the Sov-
iet Union hrd trken on r 'monstrously despotic form! in all
fields ~f life. He raked: '"hv 1s Soviet Russir cutting it-
sc1f off from the world? "ot rre they hiding? “het are
thoy  rlraid  off They ore hidins their regime rnd thelr
f~ith ™ccruse it 18 monstrous even comnrred to bourgeoils
democrecey ', MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 21,11.50 :

.
Qllnocue.!l.nvoo.c-culllo.--.-ntoltln.l.liol..o...nlllllull-lll
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THE  BUREAUCRATS IN  INDUSTRY
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by T. Cliff

(fromnaaseriéeeoﬁfartic1éaﬁappearigg
in INFORMATION DIGEST 4n:March,4pril,
May, 1949)

WE publish here the first of a series of articles on
Russia with the obiect of bringimg before the British
workers the real situation in Stalinist Russia, based
on facts., The werkers in Britain are becoming more
and more uneasy about whet is taking place in Russia,
and in order to answer these growing doubts, the Stal-
inist Parties have poured out a spate of lying propag-
anda sbout the situation in Russia. Our erticles are
based entirely on official Russian materiesl and their
accurscy cennot be chellenged. Even when other sour-
ces have been auoted, they have been checked with the
original Russian sources.

Who Controls Production?

. Immediately after the revolution, it was de-
cided that the mannrgement of every plant would be in the hands
of the trade unions. Thus the programme of the Communist Party
of Russia (Bolsheviks) adopted at the eighth Party Congress
(held March 18 to 23, 1919) declared:

"The organised apperatus of socinl production must
primarily depend upon the trede unions... They must be
trensformed into huge productive units, enrolling the
ma jority of the workers, and in due time all the work-
ers, in the respective brenches of production.
"Inasmuch as the tradec unions are alresdy (as spec=-
ified in the laws of the Soviet Republic and as reali-
zed in prrctice) perticipants in all the local and ce-
ntral organs administering industry, they must proceced
to the practicel concentration into their own hands of
the work of edministrrtion in the whole economic 1life
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of the country, meking this their unified economic aim.
Thus protccting the indissoluble union bctween the ce-
ntral Ztste ecuthority, the national economy, and the
brosd mrsses of the workers, the tredc unions must in
the fullest possible merssure induce the workers to
participrte directly in the work of economic rdministe-
ration. The perticipation of the trade unions in the
conduct of economic 1life, and the involvement by them
of the brord masses of the people in this work, would
appear rt the same time to be our chief aid in the ca-
mpaign agninst the bureaucratisation of the economic
apparctus of the Soviet Power, This will facilitate
the establishment of an effective popular control ovcer
the results of production'. (Quoted from N, Bucharin
and E. Prcobrazhensky, "The A.B.C. of Communism", pub-
lished by the Communist Party of Great Britain, London
1927, pagcs 401 and 402).

Participating in the running of industry to-
goether with the workers' plant committeces, were the party cella
Together with these, and under their control, worked the techni-
cnl manager. Thcse three together formed the Troika.

Of this workers' control nothing remeins to=
dry. For soms venrs the burerucrscy tried to underminc the Troi-
ko without officirlly renouncing it. Thus, ¢ resolution of the
Centrrl Committce of the Perty decided ("Prevde", 7th Scptember,
1929) thrt thc "orkers' Committce of the plent

"may not int-rvene direcectly in the running of the
plant, or cndervour in any wey to reploce plant manc-
gement., They shrll by all merns help to secure one-man
control, inecrecrse production, plent development, ond,
theroﬁy, improvemcnt of the conditions of the working
class”,

The menager is in full and sole chtorge of
the plent. 211 his cconomic orders sre unconditionslly binding
on nll thc workers. He n~lone sholl select, promote and remove
pcrsonnel "trking into considecration" "the opinions of the party
and the tredc union orgenisations", but is not to be bound by
them.

The Troike was officially buried in 1937. In
the Plcnum of the Centrnl Committce 3talin's second-in-commend,
Zhdonov, dcclared: i

"The Troika 1is somcthing ouite impermissible... The
Troikr is r sort of administrntive boerd, but our ccon
omic rdministration is constructed rlong totally diff-
eront lines". ("Pravda", 11 March, 1937).

The new meonegement of 1ndustry was very
clorrly defincd by the official menual  "Economics of Socinlist
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Industry" published by the Economic Institute of the Academy of
Sciences, Moscow 1940):

"Each plent hes » le~der cndowed with full powcr of de=-
cision, hence = fully responsible for everything: the
plent menager”.

"One-mon control implics strict demercetion betweon the
ndministration on the one hand rnd Porty and trade un-
ion orgenisations on the other. This striet demarcsatim
must be ovplicd on 211 levels of industricl management
Current opsretions in ful7ilment ecrec the trsks of the
cdministrotion. The chicf of & workshop, the mrneger
of thc plant; the herd of the Glevk, heve full powers,
erch within his ficld, and the Prrty ond trade union
orgrnis~tions mroy not interfere with th-ir ordecrs®.

The Privilcges of the Industrial Manogors

Lfter the October revolution, the Bolsheviks
were faced with a contrrdiction. On the onc hond they strove for
the highest cauclity in the incomcs of the pecople. On the other
hend they needed for production thosc old experts who hed form-
erly worked hrnd in slove with the exploiters under the cepitale
ist sy<tem, ond who were not rerdy to work conscicntiously unless
they werc prid highcr sel-rics then the workers.

The bGolsheviks ecolved this contrediction
firstly by kecping stringent wiorkers' control over the industrios,
which merns rlso over the experts, cnd scenndly by giving the
techniciens higher salrries, but within fixed, relrtively moder-
ate limits. Under the Tger, the higher employees - monrgers,
head bookkeepers, important enginecrs, sciontific experts, etc.=-
wgre prid mnony dozen times more than the ordinery l-bourers.

“In cccordrnce with the deeree issucd in the sutumn of
1619.the minimum income wes 1,200 rubles eond the maxi-
mum wrs8 4,800 rubles, the latter figure being the max-
imum for the 'speciclists! ss well", (N. Buchrrin =nd
E. Prcobrerzhensky, Ibid. page 302).

Todry these limits do not exist any more. The income of the ma-
negers of rndustry are composed of the following three main esle-
ments: (1) S~lery; (2) bonuses; (3) » shrre in the directors!
fund., DBesides this they enjoy - grert shere in the socirl serv-
ices. Ths l-st element will be declt with leter. FHere we sholl
discussa:the first threc,

In 1237, .the s8rlery of ~ monager was not
permitted to pass the 2,070 rubles per month limit a»d in some
cases » 1,400 limlt unlecss the Governr ent geve spceirl pcrmiss -
ion., (It is to be notcd that the ruble of 1937 1s not to be
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compered with that of 1919 insofar rs its velue is much highen)
The Soviet Government hes published no figures about the wages
of workers rfter 19395. The onlvy figure it did publish wes the
average income of 2ll workers and employees - ¢ figure which was
brsed on averreing the incomes of cherwomen, unskilled labourers,
skilled workers, experts, chief enginecrs, menngers, etc. In
1937 this figurc wes 230 rubles. Thot millions of workers rec-
eived fer less then this is clerr not onlv from the way this av-
eroge was cnlculrted, but nlso from the fact thrt the Government
found it neccssrry in the seme year to introduce a minimum wage
of 110 rubles per month for piace workers. There were ccrtainly
millions of time workers who, even nfter this decrce, roceived
less thon 110 rubles pecr month. Thet cven the piece-workcrs who
rcceived this emount made up no insignificant number -8 clear
from the fact thet this decree nccessitated the additional expe-
nditurc by thc Government of 50,000,000 rubles, This goes to
show that 1,400 or 2,000 is certoinly no mesn sslery.

The main income of the man~ger 148 not hils
fixed sclery. More important that this rrec the bonuses. These
are dcpendont on the overfulfilmcnt of the Economic Plan. Thus,
for instance, for cvery decrease of 1 pcr cent of the real cost
of production below the plenned cost, thc manrger, his nssist-
ant, the chicf cngincer ond his rssistant, rcceivc a bonus of 15
per cent of thelr scrlary except in the iron ~nd ateecl industries
wherc the perecentege is 10, For every per cent of increase of
output cbove the Plan, a meneger of o mine and his close assist-
snt8 reccive 4 per cent of their srlaries. (Orders of the Comm-
lssecriat for Fucl: 20th June, 1939 - ~nd for ferrous me tallurgy
- 16th July, 1939, "Industriye", 21 June and 21 July, 1939, res-
pectively)s If the output of pig-iron cxceecds the Plen by & per
cent thce top administrators rcceive a bonus of 10 por cent of
thelr selary for cvory per cent ahove tho Plan: 1if the output
excceds the Plen by 6-10 per cent, the bonus is 18 per cont of
the salery for cvery per cent ebove the Plen. Thus, if the out-
put is 1C per cent abeve Plan, the top administrotors receive a
bonus of 125 -per cont of ‘thelr selary,

Of coursc, Russinan statisticians are in no
hurry to publish doter about the recrl magnitude of the bonuses
the top burerucrecy receives.,

The third source of income is the Director's
Fund. Its officiel aim is to build houscs for the workers and
smployeed, clubs, crnteens, creches, kindergartens, to give bon-
uses for outstanding achicvements st work, ctc. From what sour-
ces is this fund drawn? The profits of the Plent are divided
betwcen the plant itsclf and the higher state administration of
industrv. Th- proportion is dectermined by thc statc at intervels
The sharc nf thc stete cen not be loss than 10 per cent in any
enterprise.s In 1937 industry as a whole gave 48 per cent of all
its profit to the Strte ("Economics of Socialist Industry", Ibid.
page 548). The part wh-ch remains in the hends of the director
of the plent is divided into two. A pert goes to develop the
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plant, thc rest remains in the hands of the director and is
called the "Director's Fund", According to a dccrece of 19th
April, 1936, 4 per cent of the planned profit, and 50 per cent
of the profit above the plan is to go to the Direcctor's Fund.One
Russien cconomist has 'given figures of the size of this fund:

Realization Director'!s Director's
of Plen in Fund in PFund per

% R, 000,000 worker
Pctroleum industry .104.1 BEIY 344,92
Meat industry 118,6 61,9 752.69
Spirit industry 108,8 86,0 1,17640

- (G. Polink, "On the Dircctor's funds in Industrinl Entcrprises,”
Plrnned Economy, No. 4, 1938, pege 61).

4s has already becn mcntioncd, the avcrage
wage of nll workers ond employecs was 250 rubles per month in
1937, The sbnve figures show thet by excecding the Plan only a
few pcr coent, the Dircctor's Fund per annum in the petroleum in-
dustry comcs to morc than onc monthly evecrage income, 1n the
meet industry, to thrce, ond in the spirit industry, to more
then four ~nd a half. Othcr irndustrics present the srme picturc.
The trblc shows how huge are thc sums concentrrted in the hends
of directors of industrics numbcring thousends of workcers.

We - have no statistieal data on how the Dir-
cector's Funds r~re distributed. The only indicetion we hrve is
from Yvon, "L'UKSS telle qu'elle cst",(Paris, 1938, page . 111},
He writes that in the prper "Za Industrinlizetion" of 20/4/37 fi-
gures were published concerning the distribution of the Dircet-
or's Fund in the¢ entcrprise Porchcen in Kherkov:

"Of thc 60,000 rubles constituting the Direcctor's Fum,
the Dircctor approprirted 22,000 for himself, the sec-
roetary of the Perty Committec 10,000, the heed of the
production officc 8,000, the chief accountant 6,000,
the president of thc trade union 4,002, the head of
the workshop 5,000",

The distribution of the other 5,000 rubles is nnt irdicatcd.They
doubtless sorved to compenscte the thousands of workers, This
cxemple is no doubt more gloring then meny another, but thc fact
thet such nn cxcess crn occur indicates the dcegree to which the
industrial burcaucrrcy is independent of the masses, ~nd one-man
mancgement, together with the Director's Fund, are ccertainly ex-
cecllent conditions for the incrensing prosperity of the dirceters,
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HOUSES — AND 'HOMES

by Peter D. Mergan

(The first in a series of articles ~n the hrusing prrblem)

The recent acceptance by the Tory Party Con-
ference of a target of 300,000 hruses per year brought into the
heedlines cnce again the universal sncial tragedy ~f rur time,
the hrusing shrrtage. The Trries - whose frrbears were respons-
ible for some ~f the worst slums in Eurrpe - are nbvicusly the
last perple t~ be trusted with a prrgramme of homes for the wor-
kers. These are the penple whe want a Bigger and Better Arma-
ment Bill, whr will use valuable bricks and timber on "officers!
auarters” and on their little gar-zes and ruthoruses, rather. than
emberk ~n municipal planning. Their ~nly pelicy for raising an
adecouste labrur-force 1is te dragron labrurers in from the cen-
sumer industries with the whip ~f unempleyment.

The Tories' inability to embark cn an enter-
prise ~f large-scale hrusing c~nstructien shruld nrt blind us te
the fact that 300,000 HOUSES PER YEAR ARE NOT NEARLY ENOUGH,
largely due t~ the dilatery progress under the Lsbour Gnvernment
since 1945,

The facts and figures present a damning in-
dictment ~f private cnterprise. It is a jJust criticism rf the
Labrur Grvernment that 1t has rolied on thesc ssmc private
enterprise sharks te prrsecute its building programme, But the
human misery represented by what is euphemistically kneown as
"the accommodstion preblem" indicates the failure ~f the Labrur
Gevernment to tackle the preblem vigerrusly and efficiently. It
will - only Dbe re-clected if it has a prsitive cronstructive pro-
gremme for building new hrmes for the porple at an accelerated
rate,

In this article I have space to deal only
with the purely arithmetical side ~f the subject -- what was
necded 1n 1945 end what has actually been drne since. In a sub-
seauent article I hopc tr say srmething abrut manpower and mat-
crials and put a2 persitive programme feor the sclutien ~f the pro-
blem,

The 1last heousing census in 1931 revealed
there werc ten-and-a-half millirn houses in this cruntry fer the
eleven-and-a-half million femilies thens, By 1939 it was reckeon-
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ed the t~tal number of houses had risen to trelve-and-a-half
million, of ~hich frur million were EIGHTY YEARS OLD OR OVER!
As the hsbitable value nf hruses ceases after 70 years, it =ill
be seen that the majiority of these cruld be rvritten off as al=-
mest at ~nee due for replescement. In-fact, there vere more of
them due to the dissstrrus twenty-year halt called in hruse-
building after 1906 then thrse between 20 and 80 years old.,
Lord Simon ~f “ythenshawe )Parliementary Secretary to the Minis-
trv of Health in the second Lebour Gevernment) writes these all
nff as of s8lum character and declares that 38% OF MANCHE?TER'S
PRE)WAR HOUSEZ AND PROBASLY ONE-THIRD OF BIRMINGHAM HOUSES FELL
WITHIN TEI2 CATEGORY.

One ~f the mnst rcmarkable features of this
hrusing problem is the way all the experts (~f whatever prliti-
cal crlrur) agree in their estimetes of the total number of
houses and the building rate per annum necessary to secure this
total. The Minister of Health in the Cralitien Governmont ac-
cepted the [figure of threec te four millicon hruses o8 cssontial
during the first ten or twclve vears ~f peace (Hanserd, 1/12/13).
This estimate is agreed by Simen ("Rebuilding Britein -- a Twen-
ty-Year Plan" by E.D. Simon, Gellencz 1945), by G.D.H. Cnle
("Building snd Planning", Cessells 1945) end by Copprck and Heu-
?ann) ("Men, the Buildcr', 9t. Betolph Publishing Cempeny, 2/6,

048) .,

It =1ill be readily scen that an average fig-
ure of 300-400,000 for cach of the ten ecr twelve vears after
1945 was absrlutely imperative t~ eover current wastage end make
up the 1lrss, Alrerdv we shruld have had AT IEAST A MILLION NEW
PERMANENT HOUZIES BUILT. Cele (whrse figurce arc unimpeschable)
brusquely set aside the Ceretaker Government!s programme of
300,000 new hruses built or building by Mey 1947, as being much
less than @ sinpgle yesr's o~utput ot pre-var rates, This, of
crurse, is ouite correct, as in every vear after 1934-5 the num=-
ber excecded the 350,000 mork, Crle's ' finnl terget figure 1s
630,000 HOUZSES PER YEAR in order to hrusc tho prosent total of
13,000,000 separate fomilies in the prst-war dcccnnium.

Now Crlu-is not a Comrunist, nor even "fell-
ow=treveller," He is, unofficially if not officially, o spokes-
men ~f the present Government, Se he is nnt likely te adopt sny
wild schemeg. But beside his snber suggestiong rutlined above,
Beven's recerd pales intr insignificence. '™henever the Minister
of Henlth spcaks rr writes rn the subiect, he is careful to men-
tion "homes" and not "hruses"., The letest roturn of "new homes"
is 1,130,328, (Cmd. 8072 published Octrber 1950 by His Majcstyh
Statirnery Office crvers the perinrd 1lat April 1945 tn Sept-
ember 30th, 1950). Of these only 686,394 are ncw permsnent hru-
sed. From this tetal, 146,781 "privetec enterprisc hruses'must
be deducted as the bulk of thom certainly do not go teo cnses of
need as & glance at the prices in any estate-agents windew will
pProvces
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Whenever I have attrmpted t~ put '"prefabs"
in their precper perspectiwe, I hnove becn attacked as nrt approe-
ieting thcir valuc, Lot me make it guitec clear that 1 fully
realise thelr impertence as an after the war steop-gep. But the
print te be gresped is thet they ~ffer nn PERMANENT onssistance
to the hrusing populetirn. Mest of them rre enly guerentccd ten
veers' uscful life, thrugh their msnufacturers will privately
beck them frr o hundred yeers r~painst n~rmel wear-and=-tear. But
sur rbjectirns sre based on very much mere serirus grounds:i=-

(1) In ninc cases ~ut ~f ten thoy ere inconvenicntly sited on
lond which hes been cheaply brught, For instence, o great number
arec ~n public prrks; 1t 18 1inecnceivable that the =orkers in
lerge c¢itics will for ever put up with this enercachment on
their grecn bolts., The lrcnl ~uthrrities will be compelled to

G°t°Pu thia land sorner ~r letar, 3t411 cth-rs are con blitzed
gite which n»re¢ thémselves invelved in Tewn and Country Plan-
ninv schpmcs, which will certainly necessitote their removel,

(2) The living sprce == ond perticulerly the gerden space -
does net esnfrrm to modern recogniscd standards of health and
welfrree

(3) Bocruse any edditien to the femily reocuires remrvel t0 a
lrrger housc, prcfab pepulatien is cnnqtantly chonging, and the
c~nseoucnt wenr-and-tenr must be censidered abnormal and crnstil-
tutcs a greve strain eon the prrpertv rnd JurrﬁundinGQ.

In fact, cverything lecads us te suppcse thot
unlasq prefob tenants sre re-houscd by 1960, these. sites will
themselves beerme an addition te the °1re~dv scute slum problem.,

The remerining 320,000 ndd "homes" hrve beoen
previded by (1) reprir cf brdly-demaged property, (2) the divi-
sirn ~f lerger houses inte flets, end (3) conversicn rcnd ndepta-
tion of cxisting preoperty. Hcre egein, olthrugh we recognilse
this as n temporary allevistlen to cover emergency needs, this
represcnts ne PERMANENT addition to the 1939 hrusing totel, which
must be the targct of all plenners,

: 3n we sece thet in the fifty months since La-
brur erme to power, only 539,613 new h~uses = ¢t the most - have
riscn, where rt lerst » millirn rre needed. &t the precsent rate
we sholl resrch » millirn-rnd-a-hnlf by 1960, wherc threc to frur
million wes put 28 & minimum, Is it ony wonder there is wide-
Spru”d dismugt with heusing progress? Is it any wender thet the
clectors ~rc gotting restive?
s e 0 b0
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(The writer is ene of the lcaders of tha Trotakyiets in
Ceylen, TFirst rrirted ir‘the July 8 issue of JANAZA,
organ of the Socialist Farty of India,this article was
quoted in LABOUR ACTION cn Sert. llth.)

by V. Karalasingham

The cold war in East isia hes erupted into a
Shooting war in Kores. The North Korean Government have invaded
territory held by the South Korean Government leadina to open
armed intervention by the United States. Suddenly, in fact al-
most overnicht, two groups of partisens claiming to stand for
Korean independence and Korean unificetion have sprung up.

But this hvpocritical concern of Monscow and
Washington for the future of Korea will deceive none., If today
both talk in terms of Koresn independence or unification it 1is
only to utilize the question of Kores as a pawn in their pame of
power politics. So long as there was agreement between the Big
Powers - the U.S. and U,S.S.R. - neither power nor their hire-
lings was in the 1least bothered about any of the high principles
they today invoke in their application to Korea,

In fact, 1t was by agreement among them-
selves at Yalta that Korea was cruelly divided at the 38th
parallel, It was by agreement among themselves that Korea was
carved out between these two power blocs ond troops stationed in
thg areas of +this country apportioned to the U.S. and the
UeSe34Rs  In short it was by agreement among themselves that the
fir§;4gct of aggression against Korea wns perpetrated as farback
as .

When ~11 this wns done, there was of coursc
no telk of trking the wishes of the people who were so vitelly
concerned - the Korean peoples. The self-styled democrats of
the "est ~rnd sclf-proclnimed Socinlists of the Erst (the Stnlin-
ists - REd.) werc united in thdir conception thot Korer wrs to be
only » pown,

When, however, big pover releotions deterior-
ated, Korea brcame a point of ennflict between them ond the con-
fliet - diplomertic in the first phrse ond militery today - 1is
being c¢erried on through . the . agency of two «overnments each
dependent and cnmpletely subservient to one of the power blocs.

This is,., however, not to deny thet there 1s
no element of civil wor involved iu the wor. But it must be
understood thet this sspect of the strugerle is almost totally
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submerged by the cold war developed into a shooting war.

hat should be made clcar, therefcere, 18
that Kerea which was s pa'n at the table of international diplo-
macy in 1945 is todar a pavn in the arena of actual battle.

The twn rovernrents being abject tools of
the tvo power blocs exhibit in the mnst concentrated farm tho
worst featurca of the two major powers,

The Rhee regime in South Koree has hardly
any populer support represcnting as it does a microscépic minor-
ity of capitalists, landlords and bilackmarketecrs at the top
Mithout popular backing it is sustained in power by the U.°.

In the words of Mr, Johnson, till recently
New York Timecs correspondent in Korea, it is "totally dcpendent
on the United States economic military snd political support for
continued cxistence". Therefore the lack of democracy in this
part of Korea 318 not surprising since only & ruthless police
regime can hold the people under the Rhee regimoc,

L8 for the North Korean Govcecrnment, it 1s as
totalitarian snd buresucraetic as is ponssible on thc material ba-
sis of Korcen backwerdness in transport and communicretions, FEven
Andrew Roth, s libcral Stelinoid, 1is constrsined tb décldro,"unw
like China, wherc the Cemmunists have won power overvholmingly
by thecir ovn efforts, the North Korcan Communists leaned heavilly
on the Sovict occupying authoritics. Thev show e¢vidence of be-
coming en imposed rcegime particularly in their favning propa=
ganda®,

Like all other countrics under the Russisn
tutclage, NMorth Korer exists without even the fig leaf of democ-
racye. Thc nakedncss of its police rulc is only metched by the
ferocity of its rcpression,

The victory of either government will not
usher in the changes so much desired by the Korcan pcople = nate-
ional indcpcendence end unification end nationslisetion of econ-
omy undcr populer democratic control.

The victory of Seuth Korea will mecan the ex-
tecnsion of UsS. influence to the North and the conversion of the
whole of Rorca into a U.S. 1landing ground on the Esst 2sien
mainlend.  “hile tho victory of North Korea will mean tho elimi-
netion of the landlords and capitelists, it wlll at the same
time rcducec Kores to a burcaucrrtic pattern of Soviet Russia -
iscey without popular ceontrol cof naticnelised industrlies and so-
cinlist demoerncy. 4t the seme time the immedirte result of the
victory of Stelinism in Koree would be the liguideotion of the
indcpcndent  -soclaliat mavément ond the disoricnting of the
gocialist veonguard,.
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The war is, therefore, not going to bring
the liberation of Korea - aslthough it mav lead to the country's
unificetion. Korea even though unified by the victory of either
government will be still further removed from independence.

"e can, therefore, give no support to either
cemp 8ince the wer will not achieve the declsred aims of either
side. Further, so lone as the two governments are what they are,
viz., puppets of the two big powers, the Korean socialists can
give no support to their rcspective puppet governments.

"e, in India, can well appreciaste th s posi-
tion, In 1942 cecven though we togk our stand sgainst Japanese
imperialism, we did not lend support to the British slsvec mastw
ers whose puppet was the then Government of India.

The fact that the U.N. has given its bene-
dictions to one government does not alter onc whit the pogition
stated above, since the U.N. is only e facade behind which U.%
imperialism, one of the participants in the wer, operatecs. The
U.N. connot act independently of the Big Powers and specifically
of the United States. Its deeisions invariably conform to the
frreign policy needs of the Big Povers. Not abstract principlcs
of democracv but considerstions of Bipg Power politics alond de-
termine the decisions of the U.N.

If we arec to support the decisions of the
UsNo, then it is tentamount to sn abandonment of the positinn we
havc hitherto teken on neutrzlity as between the two power blocs
- & position that distinguishes wus from all cther currents in
the left movement. Our Third orce pnsition - "Neither Western
Capitalism nor Stalinist Totalitarienism" - derands that we lend
no support to either cemp in Korca, Instend our solidarity is
with the Koreens in thoir strurgle against beth wer cemps ard for
nertionsl indeopendence and democratic socialism.

l.!0.0‘.......!l..l‘ll.!..I.0Cl‘.U...'.Onnl..‘.o.'....lll.ll.‘l

: LIBERATION "In South Korea the wer destroved almost all
s the motor transport, 75% of the textile prerd-
¢ uction, one-third of the loeomotive and rolling stock, and
: 1in North Korea the destruction may have been worse, Mr.
¢ Foster, administrator of the E.C.4.... said that the first
: need was to check inflatirn, This is true; but what is to
¢ Dbe thought of the 'currency reform' of the Sruth Koreans
: which devalues almost to neothing the currency of the Nor-
t therners, and wipes rut their savings?"

s

MANCHESTER GUARDIAN, 20,11.50
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THE . "WELFARE STATE"

e

by Rhoda Tarbuck

in erticle published in June 1950 1in the
Bulletin of the Oxford University Institute of 3tatisties, en-
titled "Humsn Needs of a Single Person) written by Miss T.Schulz,
a well-known statisticien, provides an apt commentary on the
chatter about the "welfare state" vhich is so fashicneble these
deys. "hilst space docs nnt permit its reproduction in full, the
extracts miven belew amive ocuite a clear picture - a plcture of
human misery. Stervation on orgonised lines 18 still part of.thou
British way of life,

LN I B T I I

The minimum budget, expleins Miss Schulz,
brses itself upon

“the outlay reouired for frod, clothing, fuel,lighting,
rnd some other esscntiesl or oqursi-es~entiesl items for
househeld s#nd personal use. The e¢nst of housing, of
trevelling to end frem work, and of emusements were
excluded from cur celouletirns, the former tvo items
becousce they in most inztances represent rigid ovora-
heed cherges that the individuerl must eccept, ond the
lest item becruse bought emuscments mey be deemed to
fr1ll outside the confines of 'humen needs'. However,
wo censldered n deily newspeper snd wireless indispen-
sable, nnd nllnved for their purchase",

"Human needs" of r singlc wemen

All meesls at home 6 dinners out
Ford ll-nll’%‘ 1‘700 0'4'];
Clothing Bos 6% Bes 62
Fuel and lighting S0 7 Yalnd
Hrusehold g PR o o
Sundries 3.0 6 Oee 6
21!. I §8-n I"é‘
Additionel c¢lothing 2.. B% 2ee BF
Additirnel househeld
roplocementa 10 8+
27 = 3 =

-5 0 4 L) A
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The weekly diet allowed for in this budget
is as follows:

Full rations tin sardines

i
2 1b. greens }No onirns or 4 1b. bread
% 1lb, carrots| bectroot + 1lb. rice
7 1lb, potatoes 1 1b, rolled nats
# 1bs plum jam (no other sort) + 1b. flour :
2 oz, pruncs (nn nther fruit) <+ 1b. lesumes(pens,berns,cte)
2 oz, svrup % pint milk per day

A man's diet is estimated to rasouire 25% more enlorlies, 86 he
is ~llowed 1 1b. pork ssusage, and another half n tin of sar-
dines in additicn to the above diet.

Clothing

The Oxford Bulletin strtes thet, in compil-
ing the clothing budget, the minimum is based on the smrunt of
clothing thet could be brught in 1943 vhen clothes raticning was
in foree, assumin~ that the person used up nll crupons availebb,
It goes on:

"...the figures sre besed cn...the lowest prices gene-
rally cherged for grrments of » reascncbly relirble

ourlity".
Annunl Clothing Budeoct
e . Ty
1/5 cont Y s O
1/6 reincont Waa B
Jumper or jersey 20.. O
Skirt 55. e 0
Shres b PR
4 pairs stockings 6es O
2 vests Beq O
2 knickers B.0 B
1l bndice Y )
Nightdress ; L2 &
Sundries e
Shee repeirs, dry ¢leening 15.. 0
per cnnum 184.. 9
per week 3.0 62

Supplementrry clothing (1/3 short
summer coet, blouse, dress, overrll,
het) per annum 140/- cxtre

per weck 2/8% oxtre

The erticle continues:
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"No spceirl provisien, epert from the smell sum nllowed
fer 'sundries!, hra bcen mede fer the purchese of o
8lip ~r pettiecrrt, slippers, glecves, hondbeg, scarf or
handk-rchieves, ~nd some ~f these items could therc-
foare eonly be bourht mut of snvings effected on ~thers,
ese Thc c¢nst of clnthing for o mon denends much more
then thet of o  women on the type of wnrk he is dering,
yet en the sverame, fn fnnual outley ~f £11 weuld pro-
bably ~lso provide for his needs",

Houschold Necds

(weekly)
Soap ~nd clerning mrteriels 10 d
Loundry (only bed linen) 10 4
Hruschrld replacements ) 5o N |

Sundries

(veekly)
Nerspepers 9 d
“ircless licenco 424 .
Personel expcnses 2.. 42d

S6 there we¢ hove it » budget which exeludos
rent, fares, »nd amusemrnts, snd vet still exceeds 26/-, the 014
Age Pensinn, the "gretitude" of tho Strte - n "orotitude" which
thinks thnt nrt for these old perple are amusements such nrs a
bit ~f tebecen, r fow 8wects, en ncersirnrl drink ot the ilogelY
or » visit to tho cineme; o "eratitude" “hich gives them » dict
sceminely designed to shorten their romeining yersrs, hand-in-
hond with » clething budeect epparcntly brsed en thet assumption;
*hich ferces them to wesh ~11 their own c¢lothes and linon, ex-
cept bed linen.

Gretitude, 1in fect, vhich is nnt grotitude
et ~11, Dbut a miserable pittence frreced freom the Strte "nlyr by
pressure from the working class., Our old folks have spent thoir
lifctimes in teil and sweet, in being oxplerited by the capital-
ist class, MMany of these 0ld Zge Pensioncrs must hove beoen pin-
necrs nf the early Sneinlist mevement, ond indeed may wonder at
the painful frumelity te which they rre ec~ndemned in this, the
"elfere 3tete, :

“nilst it 1s clcar thst onlv a socialist er-
dor crt ond this situ~tion, it 1is counllv clerr thet it is the
brunden duty Af r1l seccirlists te aive full supprrt te~ the de-
mends ~f the nld pe~ple fAr hicher pensinons,

L
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§O$ BADA--:-- "Even before the impact of the government's
OT BAD AT ALL stepped-up armament spending has had a chance
: to be felt, profits for America's corporations

have reached staggering fioures. It is clear

?hat in many cases the cause of profit increases from the prev-
ious yesar has not been an increased volume of sasles, but simply
price rises made possible by the prospect of full-scale armament.

"Here are a few figures compiled by Labor
Press Associates: Latest reports show that the profits ~f Philco
Corp. fn; the first six months of 1950 are 234 per cent over the
same Perlod in 1949, Goodyear profits were up 46 per cent; B.F.
Goodrich 39 per cent; and Eastman Kodak reported prafits up 21
per cent on an increase in sales nf less then 1 per cent., Kalser
Aluminium & Chemical Corp. reported a drop in sales for the 12
months ended May 31, 1950, but the earnings for the three months
ended May 31 were the highest in its history. The figures were
34,053,683 against the comparable period a year ago of 32,769,200,

'Here arc a fewmore figures, Take a good
look at them. Then see to 1t that your union joins the cry for
an excess profits tax NOW{

1950 1949
American Telephone and Telegraph $134,408,481 8107,909,414
Facific Telephone and Telegraph 21,51Y,584 11,947,360
Anaconda Copper 18,241,285 18,005,738
Gondyear Tire ond Rubber 11,914,465 8,133,358
Philco Cnrp. 6,672,000 1,998,000
Johnson and Johnson 5,566,973 4,465,405
Auto Lite 5. 187,68L 3,693,707
Pullman, Ince. 4,268,597 3,918,266
United Foundry 3,422,625 2,565,507
Publicker (elecohol) 1,268,797 870,496
Stewart Yarncr 1,884,833 796,564
Mrhawk Carpet Mills 2,248,616 1,814,368
United Aircraft 6,432,136 3,595,421
Grummon Aircraft 3,821,914 1,457,734
Yestern Unirn 3,206,300 -3,672,241
Consnlidatcd Natural Gas 13,998,714 10,294,745
Eastman Kodak 26,162,282 21,646,085
Electric Bend and Share 2,058,200 458,379
B.F. Goodrich 124 487,793 8,909,655

: LABOR ACTION 11.9.50

BLOOD MONEY  "Accorduing to a reccnt petient a one of the more

prominent New York hospitcls, ratcs for transfus-

ing o pint of blood were: 350 for Private Room Patients, 340 for

semiprivate poti-nts amd 330 for thosc in the words. The Bowery

Bum gets $5; the Blond Bank szlls it for $15; the hrspital gets
830 to 350,
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Nor is this racket limited to New York City.
Go clerr across the continent, end whet do we find? The Tos An-
geles "Mirror" nf January 31st, 1949, tells us:

'BLOOD FLOWS ON SKID ROW,
BLOOD MILL DRAINS FOOR.
L.A. FLOTSAM EXPLOITED.

e e e e e e e 8 e

'"There is a million dollar Red river of
blerd flowing through Los Angeles. Its source is the human junk
pile of Skid Row. It ends in revutahle, high-cless hospitrls all
over the city., Who reaps the profits to be gleaned from society's
costoffs, who have nothing left to sell but their blood? Is it
diseased? /re sick pecple in hospitals pumped full of rotten
blond taken from the dregs of humrnity? The buying price in Los
Angeles' Hell's Half Acre is 84 » pint, the sclling price to the
hospitels is 325 a pint. Who gets the 321 profit?

'"Half a dozen Blond Banks in Skid-Row daily
run hundreds of winos, drunks, degencrates and bums through the
blond mill... One man has already trrded his life for the piti-
ful $4,., How many more of thcse men have pcrished for someone's
321 profit? Or who knows how many innncent penple in hospitals
heve died from transfusions containina contaminsted blood?!"

AWAKE, August 8, 1550
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IT SEEMS YOU CAN H'VE IT BOTH WaYS!

"Nothing less than 2d.,cff the pint .insells Brewery Dividend
would help to step the drop in
beer consumption, Mr, R.H. Butler, "Despite a further,
chairman of the Brewers' Snciety, though mnderate, contrsac-
srid ot its annunl mecting in Lon- tion of earnings in the
don yesterday. 'Most eof us', he yerr endcd Cetober 1
added, 'would 1ike to be able to 1last Ansells Brewery L4,
say thet our profits yiclded g#d. a is tn make a lerger dis-
pint, lct alone 2d. for our share- tribution te its crdina-
holders'. By far the greatest rea< ry stockhnlders. Thus it
srn for the falling demand for follows the example of
beer was thet it was ton dear, ond annther well-known Birm-
it wes teo dear because the duty ingham underteking, viz,,
was ton hesvy. It was impnssible Atkinsrns Brewery, whose
for the Dbrewers to reduce the results were annrunced
price ~ut ~f profits... 'the tide esrlier this month",
is fast running againet us..« .20 BIRMINGHAM POST 25.11,50
thet it 1is becoming increasingly
difficult tr hold ~ur position",

BIRMINGH/M POST, 15,11,50
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THE "PEACE" CAMPAIGN

—— s ——— —— ——— — —— . —

By P, Smith

- The "Penco" Congresg which finrlly met in
“Wars~w 1lnst November attrocted widesprend attontion in this
country. Thig is not surprising, since preprratirns for war are
rerFQy ploeing hervy and incrersing burdens on the workers and
the middle clnss, ond sinecc it 1is genernlly recogniscd that war
to-drv constitutes the mrin threct to the future of menkind.

The policy of the Government towrrds the
Congrcss revenled the hypoerisy of the lerdcrs of the Labour
Prrty who profcs~ to uphold the principles of demoeroey but in
fret denied democrrtic rights to 72 Ceongress delegrtes (strteo-
ment by Chuter Edc, Hrnserd, Nove 13th),  Without rctunlly ban-
ning tho Crngress, they mnde it imnessible fer it to be held in
Sheffield 2a nriginally plenncd, giving as thoir grounds for de-
ing 8o their forr thet prominont members of thce Cemmunist Por-
tics wruld usc the Con~rcas r~s8 cover under which to hatch sub-
verasive plots. Thia «xecusfc is nbvirmusly spececious, since tho
s-mo Communist Perty lorders hrve plonty of ~ther oppertunitios
to corry out such retivitics if thoy wish withrut the cxcuse of
a "orld Ponce Cengrcse. The rcel mrtive bohind the oovornment's
policy is; of coursc, thet they sre lincd up on the sidce of USA
rgainat Russin, rendy for the coming imperinlist conflict, and
thcy are thercfero opnosed te nll the attompts ~f tho Commuinist
Prrty - as » potcntirl fifth celumn - to win support for Russian
policy, whcther it bec in the guise of a Porce Congross or by any
other m-thod. Noverthcless, although the Government's poliey
wrg besed on n renl end fundementel perlitical and ceonnmic anta-
gonism to Russir ond her rgonts, the methed thev chosc to hom-
string thc Confcrence was singulsrly inept cven from their own
print of vicw, It not only geve plenty of emmunition to the
Communist Prrty in thoir sttrcks on the Grvernment feor imitrting
'merican motheds ~nd for being only frke demecrrts, but cnsured
thet the Congress wes held in o far grecter blaze of publicity
than misht ctherwise hrve bcen the caso.

“hetever their rttitude to Russin ond the
Communist Prrtics, nll sncirlists must heve becen dispusted nt
the spcetrele of a Lobrur geovernment denying even the limitcd
rights ~f brurgcnris democrrey to o politlcel minority.

On the othor hend, there must he no illusion
in thc minds of tho wrrkers cbhout the reel cheractor f this
"Pornec! Movement, In spite ~f the cmphasis which the "Deily
wWapkep® 18 et peins te lov en the fret thrt meny of its support-
ors nre nnot members of the Communist Portics -  an undcniable
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fact - it is clear nevertheless that the control of the movement
is in the hands of the Communist Parties and thecrefore of the
Kremlin, for whom the former act as obedient agents, The move-
ment, which esccording to the Cominform's directive of November
1949 must be "the pivet of the entire activity of the Communist
Parties", was nriginally lsunched in August 1948 at "roclaw (Po-
land) under the aegis of the Cominform. It hes been developed
first by means nf corngresses held in Paris, New York and Prague
in the first half of 1949 and, 1later, by means of the so-called
"First World Peace Congress", which wns held in Stockholm in
Mereh 1950, Throughout these stages of development, tho leading_
committecs have been largely composed of members of the various
Comrmunist Parties,. The "Observer" of 19th November 1950 states
that

"The World Peace Committee is directed by a Pcrm=
anent Burenu of 12 persons, of whom scven are known
and prominent Comrmunists and four are politicians who
have consistently taken a Communist line over severanl
years. Its president is M. Juliot Curie.

"The Committec 1itself consists of 138 persons, of
whom 58 are known Cormmunists, 30 reprcscntetives of
Russia and her sctellites, eond 36 long-established
Communist sympathiscrs. This leaves 14 members of un-
defined politicel affiliations,

"Both through the Permanent Buresu ~nd through the
Plenary Committee, the "orld Pencc Committce is intim-
ately linked - by identity of lenders - with o number
nf othcr Communist-contrnlled internrtiornnl crgoanisn-
tinrns, in particular the Wrrld Focdcretion of Trade
Unions (".F.T.U.), the World Federation of Decmocratiec
Youth, the Internstionsl Union ~f Students, the Women's
Internaticnal Democrrtic Fedcoretion, the World Fedcera-
tion of Democrrtic Lawyers, the Internatiocnal Orgnnis-
otion of Journalists nnd the Wnrld Federotion of Sci-
entific Workcrs.

'Subordinnte to the Wnrld Peace Cormmittec arc Nat-
ional Pcace Crmmittces whose exnct membership iz not
publiecly known, The British National Pence Committee
is hended by Mr, J.G. Crowther, who pecrsistently den-
ics Dbeing »a Communist. sctive in 1t arc Profesasor
J+«DeBernal, Mr.John Platts-Mills, Mr, D.N. Pritt, K.C.
and the Dean of Centerbury",

Although it is not possible to give a simi-
ler analysis of the local committees, thosc familinr with the
committee in their own arca will know thet therc too the mombers
and fellow=trovellcrs of the Communist Party are in control and
wore in the frrefrent of the ermprign to collcct signntures for
the: Perce Potition. To discover the rerl meotivetion for this
compnign it is thercforc ncccssary te look tn the foreign pnlicy
nf Russlin for which it ancts as n publicity ngent,

Tho rivalry betwocen the U«3e’2s ond Russig,
nne monoprly erpitnlist, tho nther strte capitalist, is the do-
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minating facter in the +rrild to-dry, Both these imperinlist
powers and their s-tcllites r~re erming s ouickly ~3 nnssiblo
for the wor, which in the sbscnee ~f succe3aful prrletarisrn ro-
volutien is incviteble,

In this siturtion, the perce movement servaos
twe impert-nt purpcses. In the first placc, it masks the renl
rim ~f Russien pnrlicy by ¢cloiming th-t Russin is "porce-lnving"
in c¢ontrest tr her onemics - *nd p-rticularly hor main enemy,
the U.3./y who rre guilty ~f "wep-mengering”.  This doludes many
hencst  but politicelly nrive individunls ~f vrrving prliticnl
shodcs. Further, it is rn cttempt to lay a hrsis of prpular
supprrt for the Cemrmunist Perty if wnr breorks ~ut ~hen it will
be c¢rnduecting - cempelign for sebeteging the “'catorn wrp cffort
end  when it will be uscful te be ehle t~ clrim thrt the whole
blame frr the wrr sheuld be ledtdvmy the U, 2. % In thc scernd
plree, ernstont herping ~n the theme ~f wap nnd pénce returlly
tcnds teo inecrerse wep hvaterle, rnd t~ frcus rttentirn ~n tho
mein  tenet ~f the Cemmunist Party frith, the ncecd fer rll the
intercsts ~f the wrrkine clrss tn be suberdin~ted te~ the defonco
cf the U.2.S.Rs, the ocxcusoc fer so mrny  ~f the crimes ~f the
Stelinists, of which pcrheps the mest flegrent exermples wore the
Stolin-Hitler Fnct ~f 1939 ~nd the stifling of werkers! revolu-
ticn in Bur~pe in 1945, This freter is perticulsrly important
in Russir ond Eastern Eur~pe whore the crushing hrurden ~f rerrm-
ement ond the exncti~ns ~f the Russirn ruling clags nced to be
fustificd by preprgendn  thet  the Wall Strect imperinlists arc
plotting an attrck at any moment on the inrncent, peace-1loving

if 2

Socinlist Frtherland",

The demonds ~f the Pereec Potitiern reveanl the
insincerity ~f this "strupzle ferp peace". It crlls for n meot-
ing of the five Great Frwers te secure, thrrurh the United Na-
tlens, eappreovel fer, first, a2 ben on the usec of nll atomic wen~
prna with internnticnel crntrel ~nd inspeetirn nnd seernd, a de-
clerntiorn that the first gervernment t~ usc ~rtemic vonpens shall
be brended o8 » wer criminsl. The demand fer » c~nference ~f
the Prwcrs scrves cnly to sow ernfusion in the minds ~f the wrpr-
kers by surgesting thot the deep ~ntegrnism betwreen Russin nnd
the U.3S.4« crn he settled omleahly rround » crnforcnce tnble,
when histery proves that, whrtever temprrrry settloments rro
mrde, imp-rialist powers sre in the last annlvsis incepnrble ~f
settling their difforconces by any mcthed nther theon wor, To
su~gest thet there is » ponecful srlutirn of this preblem is to
disarm the wrrkers ldeclopgicrlly o8 Sericusly as t~ suzgzest thot
copitalism con evrlve perccfully inton sreinlism, The cnll for »
b ~n  the wusc ~f atemic wenprns is prrmptcd by the fact thrt
the U.%.. s hes develrped this weapen further than Russia and al-
mc8t certainly hes a l-rger strck-pilc. Even if the ntem bhomb
were Dbenncd, 4t would nrt bring perce sny neorer »nd the last
world wer showed thnt woaprns ~thor then the rtem bemb enn bring
enrugh misery and devosteticrn tn make n 8imilrr wer in the fut-
urc on intel . reble prerepcet, The demnnd that the first govern-
ment to wuse stomic werpens sheuld he branded as » weor eriminnl
is werthless., 'Wrr crimoc trinls srec merely e methed by which the

i
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ity of
their ~wn methrda @ ond m-tives by plreing the cntir ame for
the ernflict ~nd its hcestiality on their defertcd cnemics., E
the use nf atrmic weecprns 1is so rbvirus ~ merrl crime, rne won-
ders why the U.Z.S8.R. did n~t protest rgninst the drepning of
the 'atrm bembs in 1945, But: then ~f ¢~urss the U.% s wps in
the demrcratic, rntl-Frscist ermp with Russis ~ond nll mothrds ~f
winning tho wrr wcre justificd. 2~ much for rbstrect jJustice
and merality under capitelism!

g

vietrrirus  powera rfter a  wor geck te prove the integ
g hi
mics

The very crnceptiorn bechind the Petitirn -
thrt the eecllectirn of millirns ~f sipgnrturcs tn o drcument will
provide on effective deterrent tr th: crpitrlists in their drive
to-wsp 18 folse ~nd mischieveus, In the thirties, ¢ Perce Bols
1ot ~pgrnlsed mn%nly by supprrters ~f the lLergue ~f Natlirns ﬁrg

; 3 T me = i} i e \ 4 ! ~ w o oIra e~ e ~
BEARSY PTul mE g e LA e RO PRAS  the B BuRa T S h e pae Rt NAE1ARS
snd ot lecst 99% ~f the signrtrries of the Brllet suprerted the
38 o8 The - idce thoat "public rpini~n", diverced from on nctunl
struggle, cen in itsegf decid vely influence grvernmints 1is na
dongerrus illusinon,. Te ¢ lerge extent, the Russirn Revelution
wos 8rved in 1918=19 by the wey in.which the ®~rld werking elrss
rrllied te its suppert, but they did this, n~t merely by signing
petiti-ns, pressing resclutiens rnd mrkinz spcechecs, but by mill-
tont retion such ns strikes, refuscl t~ hrndle orms d-stincd frr
the rrmics -~f intcrventi~n rnd des:rtirn eof secldicrs t- the Rk
sheviks., It is truc thet in Frrnec, whereo, unlike Englend, the
Cemmunist Prrty is the mr=s p-rty ~f the werkers, the "strusgle
fer perce® hes gone » strge further then the merc ccllsctinn - of

signrtures rnd helding ~f mcctinns, tepltors hove! refused e
hendle ~rms imprrted under Mersh~ll ..id, ~nd h-vc tried t~ pro-
vent thc scnding ~f rsrrms tr Indn-Chinn, But these rctivitics,

which rn -2 lerge scrle weuld be vrrth » @rzcn peoce pctitieons,
hove plryed only = miner reles ]

"hile. 4t i8 cescntinrl t~ cxprse Russisn im-
pericliam it is courlly . essentirl t~ exprse U.2. rnd Beitish
crpitalism, +vhieh rre imperirlist through ~nd thrruzh ~nd whose
rcretirnory prlicles rreo sufficiently illustrrted by their prst
histrry ~nd by their present nttempts t~ crush the e¢rlenial
mrvement in Voleye, by their suppert fror the frseists in Grecee,
by  thelr becking ~f Syngmon Rhec in Keren, end by innumcrable
cther instrnccs. The high-scunding specches mode by brth gevere
nmcnts cb-ut "frezdem", "dcmhcrﬁcyh, "dofence rgrinst nggressien
s~ Russinr® scrve ~nly t- hide their rerl prlicy. Their supprrt
f~r» Us¥,04, "which they cleim tr he on instrumsnt for cstoblish-
ine internsticnel lew, is mcrely on nttempt trc cleth:. the nrked-
negs '~ prwer peclitics with o'thin eleonk rf legriity, in fnoL,
U.N.0. 18 undcr olmnst completc crntrol by the "estern Prwers
nd frithfully rubber stomps +«ith' its vrtes dccisirns rlreedy
taken®hy the 'Us 3. nnd ‘Acp fllica, Ne such inteen~ticn~l ore-
genigcticn,; vhethe® 1t betE lLengue “~f “Nntirng cr p UNJOs, 18
coprblo ~f res~lving the ecnflicts ~f erpiterlism, £~r these will
nlrayvasbardosided by superioy’ fopoes " Ne lsw nrticnsl ~r inteps
neti~arl, -oxists: indopocndently: «f the clase interists +f thrse
whe freme ond rdminister ite. Thot: vopld wpg hes nct yeb bHroken
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cut is n°t “ecause the causes -f wer heve heen remcved by inter-
neti-nel ~rgenissti~n, but beceuse neither side is rcadsy.

s

if we re‘act Hrth "the Stalinlat Ma-Ianticn"
~f the pr-hlem ~f +er by "Peace" Crnares-es, peace petitirns,
etc,, end the irperialist “"s~luti~n" hy "resistence tr copress-
i~n", a ‘"United Burcpe", ".tlantio Prct" ete.,” ~hat prsitive
prlicy cen he put frrverd t~ srlve this, the grrvest ~f all rur
prrhlems? <N ans—er can be elwen rnly -n'the tesis ~f sn  ana=
lysis ~ ' the csauscs ~f —ar, 1t "8 imp-ssible rithin the spsce
~f this erticle t~ derl adequately —ith this cucsti-~n, -nl— the
bere ~utline cen he sketched. Crmpetiti~n, which i8 rn essenti-
al charecteristic ~f cepitalism, 1is n-t oahrlished ~r werkened
under men~prly ~r stote cepitelism, Tut 3is rether intensified ns
the c-mpeting gr-ups “ec-me lerger and m-re prarful, The in-
crersing link-up bHetween the neti~nel strte and the neti-nal occ-
on~rty  in the perird ~f declining ceopitalism means that huge na-
ti-nsl srmies rre inv~lved 1in supprrting the claims ~f the na-
tirnrl capitrlisms sither t~ expend ~r t~ def nd their pr8sess-
i-ns in & +~prld +here there is r~~m t- exprnd rnlvy at the ex-
penss ~f “ther nrti-ns. Perlrdic »rrs, crch mtre dcstructive
then the lest, rre incviterhle o8 .rng ns cepiteiism exists. The
strug~le t~ abrlish wor is therefrre identicel ith and cennct
e pursued cport frem the struz~le tr rh~1lish crpitnlism and re-~
plrce it by the next strpe ~f scclety - sceirlism, The -~nl¥y
¢loas whrse intrrests -~re fund~mentrlly -~nd unsrervinnly identi-
¢rl vith thi= struz~vle snd wh- hrve the r~rarnis-ti-n ~nd crhes-
42 $p crrry 1t rut is the wrrking cleoss. Secti~ns ~f the mid-
dle clnss hnve, of ecurse, id-nticel intcrests vith the w=rrkers,
but the middle clrss is tor leeking in hemrgencity ond teorn in-
dividurliszsed tr lerd the decisive strusgsle frr s-~cirlisrm, Isn=-
1nted individusls »~f nll clrsses wrv identif- themselves with
the =rrkers' strugecles, bhTut ~nly insefer £8 thev crn eboanden
thelr ~riminel clegs interests snd ~utle-~k, Hence, the £ight
rgnlnat wer rust hbe wrged rs prrt rnd prreel ~f the ficht o~f the
workers saninst the copitelists ond the crpiteliat stete ma-
chine, The Ztalinists with their telk ~f "prrgroseives" (+=hich
mev well dnclude Teries) »nd "intellecturls" (geneorrlly middle
class individurls representing nohedv but themselves) crmplately
~hscurc the clase cherreter which snv rerl tecce cmprign must
pssume. It is significrnt thet rut ~f neerly 2,070 drlagrtes to
the ° ~rsa~ Crngress, rnly 121 were descrihed ~s "w~rkers ond
perernts”, The reat wepe ~hite crller whrkers, “riters, preta,
prefessors rnd members ~f university freulties, church dignita-
ries, cutstending militerry lenders, pr~fessicnnrl men and WOMen,,
senrtors, industrinsl perscnrlitics, ctc. Ner is this nrccident-
rl, The Kremlin c¢enn~t rely ~n the independent sctisn ~f the
wrrld verking cless, becruse, despite the crmruflepe ~f 1its
pseuder-Mrrxis¥ "therrising", hist-ry preves that it is 28 much
the cnemy of the verkine class rs the aov rament ~f sny nther
crpitrlist cruntrv. The clrss struggle is used by tho Crmmunist
Prrtics rs A werprn ~a~inst thelr gevernments vhen this suits
Mescn!s heek ond ~hen there 18 nn deneer thot ther crnnet keecp
crntrml ~f 1t, This 1s clesrly illustretrd by Russisn prlicy

f=
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since 1945, 1In Eestern Rurrpe, the presence rr preximity ~f the
Red J{rmy mnde 1t sofe f~r the Stelinists to rrllvy the ~rrkors
ngninst the nrtive copitelists, In “estern Bur~pe, *hern they
hed n~t this militery crntrrl, the Strlinists deliberrtely frit-
tered ewry the opprrtunities for a suececessful o~v-rthr-~ ~f copi-
tolism ~nd wrntonly socurndered the enerzy cnd ardrur ~f the wors
king clnss in retivitiec vhich cruld n~t hv their very neoture
be decisive in the clrss struggle,

In the strugele rg-inst =rr, the wnrrkers
connnt relv en help but ~nly bitter sntogenism from beth imperi-
nlist compa. In free ~f their comren onemy, s~cirlist revolu-
ti~n, the Stalins, Churchills -nd Mnre¢/rthurs will sink their dif-
ferences, greot ns these ere. Only» the vrrkers themselves, by
thelr independ-nt clrss rcti~n, crn aclve the preblem ~f snciety
snd with 1t thc preblem nf war - the ending ~f copitelism ~nd
the crming to pewer o~f the wrrkers,

00'.‘Cllll..‘lllll...ll.'.l.'ll....llll.l...llllll.lOlIl.O.llI!.
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THE FREVIOUS "PEACE" CAMFAIGN Russia's previrus "pesce"

cempelgn wes made at the
beginning of "n~rid “er II. The ferllowing ourtstinns from
speeches made by Molntov at the hesinning of the wer (pri-
nted in "Soviet Peace Policy" by Mnlntov, Londnn, 1940),
Pesring in mind the subseocuent events, shew the insincerity
nf these cempalens, D.N.Pritt, in his prefece t~ the henk,
writes that Molrtnvy "sevs what he means and meens what he
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says"
2 Speech on Octrber 31, 1939: "Ta-dav... Germany is in
: the pnsitinn nf a Stete *hich is striving fer the earliest
: termination of wer and for pesce..." (p.28)

"To-day our i relaticns with the Gorman Stnte are
besed on friendly relations, and ~n orur reediness to supp-
ort Germeny's effnrts for peace". {p:+33)

. "Here (in Rus=~ia - Ed.) development has procee-
ded alrng the line of strensthening n~ur friendly relaticns,
¢ extending ctr precticel con-rpersticn end rendering Germany
: porlitical support in her effnrts for pesce. kD.B1)

e have always held that a.streng Germany is sn
indispensable condition fer durrble peace in Burepel (p.32)

ae
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: Speech on March 29, 1940: ",..the gned neighrurly erd

friendly relestions that have heen estsblished between the
: Srviet Unien erd Bermeny sre net bHesed nn fertuiteus con- 8
¢ sideratirns ~f & transiert nrtare, but nn the fundrmental
: 1interests of hrth the U.S.S.%, snd Germonvy", (p.13)

.
".ll.l..!..lil.lll...C..!l'.'.lll..l.l.ll.|.'ll.l'l.!.".ll'l':
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SING OF JOY, S8ING OF BLIST -
HOME - 'YAS NEVER LIKE THIS!
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"Escape From Taxation

"Several more compsnies resistered in this
country whose businesses sare wholly conducted overseas sre tak-
ing steps to transfer control from the United Kinedom with the
object of lightening the onerous burden of taxation which they
now incur., 5 Northern Rhodesian copper and mining concerns have
transferred to that territory (all in the Anglo-American Corpor-

ation Group - Ed.)... Lergest mass imigretion of this kind yet
seen.

"Some indic-tion of the bencfits which are
likely to accrue from s change of domicile is furnished by the
profit which was earncd by the Messina Transvenl Development Co.,
during the 8 months period from February 1lst to September 30th
¥9560, It will be recelled thet this compeny trensferred its
entire underteking to South Africa from Grest Britain, nnd that
the necw 3South Africen registered concern began businesa at the
berinning of Februsnry. For the 8 months perind, total profit
amounted to £848,000, of which £182,000 was eppropristed for
South African tnxation and £4,000 for U.K. taxrtion. In rdditicn
£25,000 was transferred to the gencral reserve, leaving a net
amount of £412,000 compsred with » 1ittle morc thrn £207,000 for
the 12 months ended June 30th 12949, A dividend of 160%, eouive-
lent to 8/- per 5/- shere, 1is being peid for the 8 months to
September 30th 1950",

INVESTORS!' GUARDIAN, n,” " November 1950

"Northern Rhodesir is a vest territory of 291,000
Square miles inherbited by ahrut one and threc
aqurrter millinn n-tives, mostly living under prim-
i1tive conditions, ornd about 35,000 ~hite people
Metals form 97% (copper 88%) of the totrl valuc of
the colony's exports... Northern Rhodesin is g
protectorrte administecred by o Governeor nssisted
by an exccutive council.

'"Thore 48 .alse .a legisl-tive council which now
hrs o mojority of unofficinl members. Four of
thesc, two of *hom sre Afrieens, rcprescent the in-
tercst of the Africon community",

EVENING DESPATCH, 18.11.50
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THE LAND PROBLEM IN BURMA
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by Thakin Ran

The preblem ~f lend in Burma ie very similar
te that in any -~ther erlonial cruntry. 70 per cent ~f the trtal
- prpulati~n in Burma are peasents, but nearly holf ~f the land is
rvned by lendlrrds whr de net werk rn the land - a few Burcpeans,
a few Chinese, but mrstly Chettyesrs, whr, ss in Malaya, arc the
sgricultural financicrs, The prrblem f agricultural credit is
clrzely intertwined with the preblem of land alicnatirn. In 1907
werld econrmic crnditirns ecrused the Chettyars tr recell their
l~ans, and »8 a crnscouence, mrny peasent prrpricteors 1l-st their
lends durinz thet pericd. Aftor that the preblem ~f land aliena-

tirn beeeme mrre end mrre acutoe. During thc pcri~d 1215=-30,
1,300,000 ecres ~f 1land in IL~wer Burma nl-nc pesscd intr the
hends ~f sbscntce 1l1lendlrrds. The trede depressicn ~f 1930-34

wrrsened the siturtirns The verr 1939 frund the nen-egricultur-
ists, thc Chettyers, in presescirn ~f ncerly helf ~f the lands in
Trwep Burmae. The richest rice 1-nds were in their hends, o3 shown
by the: frillrving trbles

1939
District Pecrecontrge ~f land ~wned
by cbacntee lendl-rds

Pcogu 67 por cent
Hentheweddy () R "

Inscin ge - * "
Mysungmye By "

Pyaprn 7 SR L

In Burma a tenant usunlly w-rked ~n » vearly
lcesc with nr sceurity ~f tcnure. The sc¢ade ~f rente 1s high,
the tenent peying 25-40 per ccnt ~f his pr~duce as rent,

2ericultural Loans

R-anrding sgriculturnl fincnce the Grvernment
used te supply eecriculturel leens t~ the cultivet-rs ennually te
the cxtcnt ~f Rs. 5 lokhs® in n pork perind. But the retual necd
~f the cultiv-trr is ~b-~ut Rs,10 er-rcs®*., The Chcttyrrs! rate ~f
intcrcst is from 24 per eccnt te 36 per cont per onnum  comprund

X 1pkh : 100,000; errro ¢ 10,000,000
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intcrest. There is als~ thc "sebape" system ~f lrens by which
the cultivet~r, taking ~ut a 1lrrn ~f Rs. 50 in cash, undcrtakes
t~ trke » hundrcd baskcts ~f rico neoxt scas~n when it is cxpected
that thc price ~f rice will be Rs, 100 pcr hundred bnskets,There
wn8 ne legisloticn t~ prevent usury until 1940, By 1930 the rg-
riculturel indcbtedness wrs Rs. 50 er-rcs. 86 per ccnt ~f the
pecsnants worc in perpetuel debt; 11 per cont erntrretcd dcbts
which cxcecded the velue ~f 11 their preperty; end ~nly 3 per
cent were frec frrm debts. Therc wrs theref-re o wave ~f fere-
clesurcs in thet yeor. In 1935 the Grvernment prssed » Dobt Con-
ciliasti-n “ct, but it wrs n~t very offcetive, During the British
recccupotirn frem 1946-47, the ¢ nditirn ~f the pcrsents did net
impr-ve. Mrst ~f them hed been displnaced during the war, while
gomc  werc crmpclled by frree ~f circumstenecs t- chrnge theoir
werl, Thore were als~ meny unemplryed, mrstly e fresh generctiecn
~f ozriculturists wh~ necded settlemcnt., But the British wcre
t~~ much enar~ssed in the safoourrding o~f thrir ~vn intcrests,
end zrve n~ timc te this pr~bler, The pec~ple,  thercfeore, re=
meined as land hungry ©s cver,

Attempts ot Foti-nelisection

The 2telinists, beth thesc led by Thakin
Then Tun and Thekin Sre  r8 weoll ns the Srccirlists, raisecd the
cry ~f nrti-nelisotion by oxpreprictien, The Seeiniict-drminated
grvernment, hevever, abandrned the full prrerommc and instituted
the Land Tonency Act ~f 1948 rstensibly ns a prclude tr implem-
onting the land natirnelisaticn prroremme.  Hold in sbevence du-
ring thc insurreeticns, it is n-~ beine put int- ~peraticn, It
reouires all rwner-cultiveters cnd tcenent-cultivaters, vhe werk-
ed thcir lends in  1948-49, tr rosumc cultivetisn ~f tho plets
they held. If they surrcnder them, the Villege Lond Crmmitteo
weuld teke posscssirn rnd allerertc thom te ~ther needy cultivot=-
rrs et the rate ~f opprrximetely 12 reres por fomily ~f feur
pdults (sb-ve the epe ~f 18). Where there sre nrt sufficicnt
lands cvailable fer distributicn, frllew 1lronds will be distrib-
uted by 1lct. If fellev lends cre nct eveileblc, lend trkoen ~ver
from lendovners in peosscssien ~f merc then 50 scrcs will be oll-
~tted. Thrt is te~ gnv, the Gevornmont weuld ollew the lendevner
t~ rctein 80 ecres feor his fomily ord the londs in cxcess ~f 50
rercs wruld heve tr be surrcndered t~ the strtec frr neticnnli-
Satinn.

Aveileble Lond Surveved

Last year, cortnin perts ~f Burma, such as
the fmerapura Tronship, the Kyauksc Districts, the Talkkyl Tewne-
ship, tho Tharrawaddy District, the Henzada Trwnship and the
Zryrwnddy Gront werc n-tificd rs arces frr the rperaticrn ~f the
Lend Neotirnalisction dct £ 1948, Th: insurrcetiqns interrupted
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this deovdlrepment. N~ start hnd bcon made with threse areas al-
rcady cermarked frr nati-nal-seticn until 2pril 3, 1950, vhen
it wes ann~unced thet Syriem Trwvnship wruld o the starting print
frr lend netirnalisetiron, & survey was made ~f nll availeble lond
in tho .21 village trects ~f the trwnship, and it shrws thet 235
aercs belrng  to ocvner-cultivatrors and 1560 nrcres te absentce
landlrrds. Thesc 1560 rscres have rceently becn distributed am-

~ng 130 frmilles ~f which £6 bcl-nged te the ceteprry ~f land-

leas cultivetrrs,

Mrrecver, 1800 rercs ~f loand hove been all-
rtted t~ 41 femilies frr the purprscs ~f ¢ co=rperetive form te
be knewn as the Thakin Mye Villege Frrm, in memrry ~f thoe late
Thekin Mye, the lecrder ~f the Srernli<t Perty, who was assassl-
neted in July 1947,

Crnclusicrn

Until recently it has Dbeen nssumed that
~nly in thrsc c~untrics hoere thc Grvernment has becn drminated
by the 2telinists rr where o genuinoe werkcers! rcevelutimnay movo-
ment h-s trken prwer, wes 1t prssible fer the lend &- be di-
vidcd smrng the penssnts rr for any nttompt et land netirnalls-

ation t~ take place. This wrs ~nc ~f the strenpost argumonts
in the srsennl ~f thrse vhr wish t~ prrve that thce Stalinists
cruld institute a wrrkcrs! statce, Since 1lrnd rcfrrms were

carriecd cut by brurgerls grvernments in Eastorn Bur~pe ofter
the first werld wer - Yupeslavis, Bulgeria, Prlend, Rumania -
it d8 difficuls t~ upheld this viecw, Thesc dcvelrpments in
Burma furnish sdditi~necl proof of its frllecy.It is o matter of,
speculeti~rn whether this trend will becrme mrrc widesprced in
crleninl cruntrics. Alth~ugh grvernments other than workers!
stntcs heve under pressurec been frrced tr ecerry thr-ugh lerd ro-
frrma, 1t is imprrtent t~ netc that ncither Stelinists ner o=
ther capitrlists hrve been able tr~ achieve simultencrusly :ithe
~ther histrric tasks ~f the brurge~isie - naticnal unity and
indepcndence, and tho cstablishment of parliemcntery demeocracye.
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