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SPECIAL _ APPEAL

/

Since the first issue of the "Socialist Review" the costs of
producing a duplicated magazine have continued to rise with every
issue, Due to this constant increase the position today 1is thgt
to produce a magazine of this size is almost as costly as printing.
This, coupled with the fact that the circulation of the paper has
risen steadily, has lead to the decision that given an extra effart
by comrades who support ther "S,R", a PRINTED journal can be achinved,

@ 0 ® 0 0t 0 000 e s e e o 0 8 @

With this as"the aim, a fund is being opened to finance print-
ing the paper. All donations, no matter how smail, will be received
with thanks, and acknowledged by individual receipt.. ¢

The ideas of our journal are reaching an ever-increasing circle
of peopie, We fecl sure that comrades will agree that this must con-
tinue, and would be greatly facilitated by a printed paper, so with
this as our goal we make this appeal for cash.

Please send ali donations to W.S.Ainsworth, 16 Rowdalie Rd,
Beeches Estate, Birmingham,22a.
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{)ddotmﬂ THE PERS

The crux of the Persian crisis is the strugsle over the divi-
sion of the profit of its o0il industry. Up to now, the overwhelming
majority of these profits have gone, in one form or another, into Bri-
tish hands, as can be seen from the following figures:

Received by British Royalties to Persian  Gross Profits

Govts in taxation ; Government
£Mn " £Mn., EMne
1947 15 7 34
1948 28 9 53
1949 23 13% 41

That the financial arrangements were too much against the int=-
erests of Persia is clear from the fact that after the outbreak of the
crisis, even the representatives of the 4.1.0.C. did not dare to pre-
tend that the royaltles paid to the Persian Government were anywhere
near sufficients Accordingly they proposed temporarily to fix the sum
of royalties, which had been £7 million in 1947, £9 million in 1948 ard
£13% million in 1949, at an interim payment of 910 million, plus £3
million monthly, i.e., a total of £46 million a ycar.

Tho Porslan Government was not satisficd with these concessions
and insisted on nationalisction of the oil industry, and so the strange
gituation has come about that a Persian Government of large absenteo
landowners is fighting for the nationalisation of industry, while a
British Government which claims to be Socialist is opposing this measure
tooth and nail,

To add anothcr paradox, the Persian ruling class, which for
generations h d been an agbsolutely loyal agent of British impaerialism,
which was a "quisling", totally 1nd1f;oreﬁt and even opposed to any
national movement, is now raising high the bammer of national indcpen=-
dence, Desides thls, they even come out with a so-called "socialism™:
the fight against the poverty of the Persian masses has become the
battle cry of Mossadig and Co., for which the forcign imperialist com-
pany, 4.1.0.C., serves as the butt.

The Persian Government put the blame for all the socinl ills,
for the terrible poverty of the mass of the people, on the British ox-
ploitation of the o0il wealth of the countr And to drive the point
home, when Mr, Jackson, the head of the A.¥ 0.C. delegates to Tcheran,
went to see Dr. Mossadia, the Persian Premier insisted that he go and

sec the notorious slums of Teheran, which are "all the fault of tho
0il Company".
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| While British imperialism had found allics in the feudal land-
| owners of Persia for its social policy of keeping the country backward
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and thus the wages low, now the samc lendowners try Po put tho blame
for the backwardness and poverty solsly on British imperialism.

This strange policy of Mossadig and Co. reflccts the decop
social and national contradictions in which the country inds itsclf.
Mossadiq tries to raise himself above the two contconding basic Torcca,
British imporialism on thc one hand, and the cxploited anti-imperial-
ist massos on the othcr, with the threat of tho British navy which &
koopas the masses "in their places™, and with the help of the masscs
which compels imperialism to retrcat and lcave the oil industry .= the
only important industry in the country = to tho andowncrs'! govern=
mente

To ndd' to the complications of this situation there is the
intervention of Russia and of its agoency, the Stalinist (Tudoh)
Pa:zty.

For 1850 yecars Persia was 2 field in which two Powers fought
for influence: Britain and Russia. During the last forty ycars, since
the beginning of the extraction of o0il, the struggle for control over
Persia has sharpened considcrably. Since the Second World War the
issucs have become even more vital, as Persia and the countrics round
it have comec to be of paramount importance in the world production of
0il, the life-blood of both peace and war industrics and of transgport,
In 1950 Persia produced 32,3 million metric tons of oll, Saudi Arabis,
26493 Kuwalt, 17.3; Irag, 6.5, Together they produccd 82 million
tons. 4As agalnst this the target of the o0il industry of USSR as a
whole for 1950 was only 35,4 million tons. What is more natural than
that tho Stalinist bureaucracy should be attracted to the rich Middle
Eastern oilfieclds, including Persia? What bettor conditions could
exlst for the Tudeh Party than the prescnt crisis in Persian-British
reletions? That nevertheless the Tudeh Party is not reaning the
fruits, iec due first of all to the fact that Russia has exposed her
imporia.ist grced for Pcrsian oil and has thus takcen the wind out of
the sails of the "anti-imperialist® propaganda of the Tudoh Party,

It was only five ycars ago that Rugsia demanded on oil concession in
northern Persia similar to the present British onc in the South.

The pecople's outery against any o0il concecscion to a foreign country

- whether Britain or Russia - was 8o grcat that when the Persien
Government rcfused to grant the coneession to Russia, the Tudeh Party
not only was not able to raisec opposition to the Governmment, but lost
nearly all the mess influence it had formecrly had,.

The position of U.S. imperielism in tho Persian crisis is

full of contradictionss On the one hand it is in competition with

the British oil intcrests, hence its successful effort in monopolli-
sing the oll of Saudi Arabia, 1ts success in getting control over 50
pcr cent of the Kuwait oil and 25 per cent of that of Irage Persian
oil, closed to Americen companics, was always a tempting object. 4And
it must e a great temptation for American companics to send their
tankeors to carry away thc Persian oil and thus get o foothold in this
field. On the other hand, their experience of the nationalisation of
the oll industry in Mexico must make it clcar to the American capital-
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ists that the nationalisation of the oil industry of Porsia could be
the first step towards the eviction of all the foreiﬁn imperialist oil
companies in the Middle East, Hence the "solidarity" of U.S.4. with
Britain in the Persian crigis. This "solidarity" is chhenced by tho
Egeds o{dthe American struggle against Rygssia over the division of

e wor . :

The present policy of the Bfitish Govermment in Persia is bla-
tantly anti-socialist. To opposc netionelisation of the oil industry,
to insist on the "r:ight" of Britain to draw profits from Feraia by ex-
ploiting the Persian workers, is a capitalict=imperialist policy which
can have one of the following results: (1) A continuation of the ex-
ploitation of the oil works of Iran by British capitalism, with a great-
er or lesser part of the nrofits going to the ruling clags and Govern-
ment of Persia which collaborates with British impcrialiam. (2) The
Persian landlords and capitalists with their Govornment can makc use
of the hatred of the Persian workers for their imperiaslist cxploiters
in order to transfer the oil industry from the hands of impcrialism to
the hands of the Persian Yovermaent; thus changing the exploiters, but
not the fate of the exploiteds (3) Russia can use this hatred of Brit-
ish imperialism to gain mass influence in Fersia and turn the country
into another Russian gubernia, thus changing one axploiting imperialism
for anothers (4) The Persian workers can exoropriate the British own-
ers end establish workers' control over the oil industry and workers!
power in Iran as a whcolecs The duty of British socialists is to help the
Persian workers to achieve the last result.

A British Socialist Government should take tho following stops
in the Persian crisin: PDeelare that Britain has no right to get a penny
out of Persian oil: Renounce the property rights of Britain in Persia.,
Call on the Persian workers to take hold of the former A.I.0.C. With
the voluntary renunciation of owncrship rights in Persia, such an app=-
eal would have a tromendous cecho among the Persian workers, making it
practically impossibhlc for Mossad®euand®Ce, to take hold of the.oill
industry. With ti.c only significent industry of Persia under workors!
control the rulc of tho feudal landlords and capitalists over tho
country as a wholie would become impossibles The oil workers would
attract the rest of the Persian workers and peasants to them and a
workera' and peasents'! government would be eatablishede Such a gov-
errment would bce a trus and loyal friecnd of Socialist Dritain, a rel=

)

iable antagoninsi of both Russie and American impcrialism.

With tho hslp of capital investments British imperialism held,
exploited and oppresged hundreds of millions of pcople. With an active
anti-imperlialist polisy of renouneing and.fighting theso capitalist
invostmornts, a Oscialist Britain would be able to find hundreds of
millions of alliesa ‘a the struggle for socialism, against the imper=
ielist war for the division of the world, for peaccs 3
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FOURTH INTERNATIONATL

The following is the text of the letter sent by Natalia Sedova
Trotsky to the leadership of the Fourth International end of the
Socialist Workers Party, breaking off all political connsction
with these organisations. It wog printod in the Ancrican pross.

Executive Committes of the Fourth International
Politiecal Committee of the Socialist Workers Party
Comrades:

You know quite well thet I have not been in political agreement
with you for the past five or six years, since the ond of tho war and
even earlier. The posiilion you have telken on the important eventa of
recent times showe me bthat, instesd of corrccting your carlier errors,
you arc; persisting in thom and deepening thems On the road you have
taken, you have reaclied a point where it is no longer pocssible for me
to romain silont or to confine myself to private protests. I must now
cxpress my opinions publicly.

The stop which I fcol obliged to tako has boon a grave and diff-
icult ono for me, and I can only regret it einccrely., But there is no
other way. After a grecat deal of relflections and hozitations over a
problom which painca me deeply, I f£ind that I must tell you that I soco
no othor way than teo say oponly that our disagrcecements make it irposo-
iblec for me to remain any longer in your ranks,

The rcasons for this final action on my part are known to most
of you. I repoat thom horc brisfly-only for thosc to whom thoy arc not
femiliar, touching only cn our fundamcntally irportant differenccs and
not on the difflcrercon wver mattors of daily policy which are rolated
to them or:whien folilww from them.

Obgessed by oli ard outlived formulas, vou continuc to rogard
the Staliniast state na a vorkors! state. I connot and will not follow
you in thig,

Virtually overy year aftcr tho beginning of the fight against
the usurping Staliniut borcaueracy, L.Ds Trotsky rcpcatcd that the ro-
gime was moving ilo the rignt, under conditions of a logaing world reve-
olution and thc golizure of all political positions in Puasia by the bu=
roaveracys Tivic and pgain, he peintecd mut how the consclidation of
Staliniem in Russia dod to tho 'worconing of the cconomic, politiecnl ond
socini pesitions ov tho working clase, and the triumph of o tyraunical
and privilcged arisveeracy., I this: trond continuce, ho said, the rov-
olution will be at an ond and the restoration of capitalism will be ach=-
icvcd,.
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That, unfortunately, is what-has happened oven if in ncw and
uncxpocted forms, There ig hardly a country in the world whoro the
authentic idcas and bearcrs of socialism arc so barbarously houndode
It should be clecar to cveryonc that the rcvolution has beon complcetoly
destroyed by Stalinism, Vet you contimue to say thot under this un-
specakable rogime, Russia is still a workers' statcs I considor this
a blow at socialism, Stalinism ond the Stalinist statc have nothing
whatcver in common with a workers' statc or with soecialism, They are
t?o worst and tho most dangerous onémics of socianlism and the working
CLOZS .,

You now hold that the strtos of Eastorn Buropc over which Stal-
inism cstablished its dominstion during and aftor the war, arc likewlsc
workcrs'! statos, This ic ocoquivalont to eaving that Stalinism hap carrs
icd out a revolutionary socialist rolec., I connot and will not follow
you in this,

After the war and cven boforc it ended, there was a riging rev-
olutionary movement of the masscs in these Eastorn countrics. DBut it
was not thesc massca that won power and it was not a workors! state
that was cstablished by thoir strugzle. It wes the Stalinist countor-
rovolution that won powor, roducing these lands to vassals of the Krom-
1lin by strangling tho working masses, their rovolutionary strucgles and
their revolutionary aspirations,

By considering that the Stalinist burcaucracy cstablished work-
crs! states in thesc countries, you assign to it a progreasive and cven
rovolutionary rolc. By propagating this monstrous falschood to the
workers' vanzuard, you deny to the Fourth International all the basic
roason for cxistonec as the world party of the socialist rovolution,

In the past, we always considorcd Stalinism to bec = countorrcvolutionary
force in overy sensc of the tcrms You no longer do so. But I continuc
to do so.

In 1932 and 1933, the Sto¥inists, dn ordor to justify their
shemclcss capitulation to Hitlerism, dcclarcd that it would mottor
littlc if the Fascists camc to power becausc socialism would como afte
and through the rule of Fasciom, Only dchumenized brutcs without a
shrecd of socialist thought or spirit could have argued this ways. Now,
notwithstanding the revolutionary aime which animatc you, you maintain
that thc despotic Stalinist rcaction which has triumphed in Eastcrn
Europc is onc of the roads through which socialism will cventually comce
This viow marks an irrcmcdiablc broak with the profoundest convictions
always held by our movement and which I continuc to sharcs’

I find it impossible to follow you in the question of the Tito
rogime in Yugoslavia. All tho sympathy and support of revolutionists
and cven of all democratz, should go to the Yugoslav pcople in their
dotermined rccistance to the offorts of Moscow to recducc thom and their
country to vassalagc. Every advantage should be takoen of the concesions
which the Yugoslav rogime now finds itsclf obliged to make to the pooplos
But your cntirc press is now dcvoted to an inexcuseble idcalization of
the Titoist burcaucracy for which no ground cxists in tho traditions and
principles of our movcoment,



This burcaucracy is only a recplica, in a new form, of the old
Stalinist burcaucracy. It was trained in the idcas, tho politiecs and
morals of the Ge.P.U. Its rcgimec diffors from Stalin's in no fundamcn=
tal regard. It is absurd to belicve or to toach that thc revolutionary
lcadership of the Yugoslav pcoplc will develop out of this burcaucrocy
or in any way other then in the coursc of struggle against 1Ts

Most insuppertablc of all is the position on the war to which
you have committod yoursclvcs. The third world war which thrcatcens
humanity confronts the rovolutionary movement with the most difticult
problems, the most complox situations, the zgrevest deccisionase Our
position can bec taken cnliy after the most carncet and frcocat discusoe
ionss But in the faco of all tho covents of rocent yoars, you continuc
to advocato, and to picdge the onbirc movement, to the defense of the
Stalinist statecs You oo cven now supperting the armics of Stalinism
in tho war which iz bocing ondurcd by thce anguished Korcan pcoplce I
carnot and will not follow you in thia,

As far back as 1927, Trotsky, in roply to a dizsloyal gucstion
put to him in thc Political Burcau by Stalin, stated his vicws as foll-
owst For the socialist fathorland, vesl! For the Stalinist remime, ncl
That was in 19271 Now, twenty-throo yoars latoer Stalin has loft noth-
ing of thc Socialist fathorland. It has been roplaced by the cnslave-
mcnt and dcegradation of the pecoplc by the 3talinist sutocracyes This is
thc stato you proposec to dcfond in the war, which you arc alrcady do-
fonding in Korceae.

I know very wcll how of ten you repecat that you aro criticizing
Stalinism end fighting it. But the fact is that your criticiam and
your fight losc thoir valuc and can yicld no rcsults becausc theoy arc
determined by and subordinated to your peosition of dcfonso of the Stal-
inist statce Whocver dofonds this rcgimce of barbarous opprcasion, ro=
gardlcss of the motives, abandons the principles of socialism and in=-
ternationalism,

In the messago scent me from tho roecont conmwvention of the SWP
you write that Trotsky's idcas continuc to be your guidocs I must teoll
you that I rcad thcsc words with grcat bitterncase As you obscrvo
from what I have writton above, I do not scc his idcas in your polit-
icse I have confidence in these idecasse I romain convinced that the
only way out of the prcsent situation is the soeial rovolution, the
gclf=cmancipation of the proletariat of the world.

Natalia Scdova TROTSKY

Mcxico, D.F.
Mey 9, 1951
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