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the electlon is over it
evaluate the r.j sll f t and
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learn fr orn lt hovrr t o

a. ba1-
rlc b ottcr

As soon as it vras kno.r,rrn that 1:re ,ria s goln€i .bo .re rn electi-on,the Toly p.ess confi$9ntIy 1""a-..1"t.,a"" relds.r-ldc. rts srati.sti.c-j-a.'san{ ]fgxnertsri ,on publi-" olifu-.,r;^;;i;"i.iea rrut ilrcre rroruri t).) a T.TJ]tra.jorlty of i00 or rnoz!. The r:ood of thc .i-,rbr.,rr.r 
rirov,,r.r:n t ,,,i.rs ratirr,u

*::lli"I^i!.,firs!: but th.crc r,,i" o rlopia ch:.ngc r...r*, o,.,"n thc clcctlcn
?1-r-: +:_, 

olFtn, and y9 rnal,-- b c vc r';,. pl"oud of trrc 
*trc:"rcnctc rs strcnrth rird-LoynJ-ty shovin b)' al l- ranks of ti., c; -r,ab our movcncrt. Lr"boi:r: policd norcvotcs than ln thc 1950 clccti_orLs, e. nd r1.!n./ morc bh:, in thc 1g45 clcc-tlons, so that allthc tor;, pz,ophccj.cs o-i lL rout of tirc Lrbrtur part.rprovcd unfoundcd. rnstca.cl tLrcic vras a c crtai.n sctbocll. Thc pcnrlrri,rmsvung a littl-e to thc Rtght, just cnough to givc thc Torios ,L sl:r -r,1

rna joritl--. fltr;' did this [an.!ci? thc, clnccntra.tLon of Lebour .vo trrs l-nindustrlal arca.s, rcsulting- in vcr;' la::gc r:r. jor":itics for sor,tc Lr,.b ou rrlcnbcrs, gevo thc Torics o, ccrtr.i-i:-o.ave.r_itagei But thi.s ,r.s a frctor
il . lhS two prcvious cl-c_ctions, and rlocs noI fy itsclft cxpJ-rin r.,.,h.1, t'ir1945 Lrr.bour, mo. jority of 180 scrts r1'u-ri ndrea to" o,.rl; z in igso anrl dis-a.p1;ca.rcd altogcthc r in 1951.

,,- -.H" de7 aftcr tr-\ clcctirn rJsults wcrc r.trnounccct r tr".c rrD".il;;
+!rfl.*d" gavc. thrcc rcasons for thc clcf t_-at of thc Lnbou.r part;..
r-l uonscrvntlvc prop&ganda ha.s ccasclcssl;i tricd to carlccal urc world
9^,r::" of- rising pri ccs, _e nc1 to prctcnC. tlr t cvcr;, cli-illcull1- is ducto thc ]-abour Govcrnrocnt t s poLLcy.tt 2 ) Thc frct thet in 1950 thcLlbcrals put up hundrods of cand.idntcs but in thls cloctlon f r.r f r:r,.rp,
couplcd ',.'i-th thc f r.ct tho.t r,rorc of thc i-ibcral- vc,tcs irc]:lt to rc con-scrvativcs then to Labour. b) Thc Bcvan campalgn. lllt vra.g r. nis-fortunc for Labour thet thrcc cf its l,[lnlstcri sfiou1d .luvo rrcsi;n.d rr
fcrv months bcfore thc nlcctions r-nd nrorc acti,vcl]. c er':rpr.i gnir-rg r.f,r:.not
Gcv crnment policy right uo to thc tir,rc i-ihcn l{r.. Attrc; ari-r'ro',rnc cd thc
dr.tc of thc..po11. TLrc Tc,rlcs cxploitcd thj-s division of opinton vcr)-
vigorously.lt

fhe Last point can bc rcndily disrni.cscd., for r.11 thc Bcvanltcs
vrho contcstcd marglnal s cots - Frcc:iirur, Dribcr.q, Wilson, IIik,,rdo, Foot
..nc1 Dyng - wcrc cl-cctcd. Tl-rc w rrking class i_srnot frlghtcnc.:d b; norentagonistic to opcn dcnocratic cliscirssion. Ori tlr. c flrst trvc points,
thc odLtor of t]rc r'Da-i-4, Herald.rt thj-nks the t hc hr_s r.nsrrerccl the c,lr_cst-
Lon by merol;- pos-i-ng fli Thc qucstion shcr',.l-rL bc put ln t i.,.r s l"rn;r: tJ[lr;; is
it that thc Labcur Govcrnncnt, ,,rhiclr rfter Lhc 1945 clecti,rn- hr.rl irr
overrvhclming majortt-y 1n tho I{ousor faiLcd tc r-Lndcrrrinc end desiro; thc
nass influcncc oi tl-rc Torics? 141'.r;.4i61 r,rill-lons ,^,f pcor pcr-', n 1c conti-nuc
to vote for thc Tcry c llqac vrhj,ch rcprc scnts thc ilendful, cf r"lch lco;o1c
in thc c.runtry? \n&r7 hr.s popular support for thc Torics cvcn incrcascd,

-1-
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some mil1lons votlng for th ern urho d-J- d not troui:fe to vote a.i; all ln
79 45? Sccordlng to the 1951 censu.s, '79 1,et cent of the earr-lng popul.-
atl,on of Brltain are YJage and sala:';r €r'r.f i'l,, l:s. .A srcall- nLr.tlLo e r of the
salary earners are not rnembcrs of t[-Le 'itor']ij-ng class, sL"-f,1 i. s Lorcl
MacGowan, vlro has a sa1er1' of S50r 0O0 r- ) car, but tl-l.e ;;::'r ' It nrliori tI
are poor and cxplolted, and even 1f Lhe i.r: o'ltlook ap1,,i"., 1 '.., 1,.,s to t.i-rr-t
of th.e petty bourge oisic, their r,raterlal conditlons of ,r-.^ 

-l r.rc Iltt l,;
dLffercnt to those of vr:..qe carners. Aftcr ycarcof laboui . ')te! v;.,r
alld the maj ^rlty of the population-?9f, as shov,rn-nob vote Lan lr;,'-rr ln
1951? It is vital f'or tl-re Le.L,our llovcnr,rnt thn b tiris qucs]il on slrou.lcl. be
crlswered corrcctly. Rcsponsiblli'u;' i't't' thc dci'ca't :!4u3t bo id'd at thc
right door. TlrLs requr.t::cs .i1 .',rrej:Is j s r,i' t)r r: ri- ght rviirg 1-'o1i-ey clf thc
l-caders of the Lr.b our Gor.(rrnlclLt.

Elrst of e.i1, uncicr thc cco:ionic pil-l--i c"' o:f i;ilc lnl;on:: Governnci:t
ml1lions of rvorkcrs, a1r;hough enjo.'i-n,1 : r:J.ight ir,llrov':;-. rI ln thcir'
condltions of 1ife, cxpcrioiiccd no baiic cirr'tig'" l-or r'ri -L r'ict1s of sal-
&ricd pcop lc, lovcr ::oiclcllc c1P.ss, ctc., ti.lcrc lirns no i rtprorrertcnt at l'l-r.
Thc nain r eason vra.s that on1;r n.t thc r:ost of proll-j,ts cotld i,I: o cond-
itLons of tho grcat tnajorltl' of tho British pcoirIc bc inprovcd, bu.t
thc Iabour leadcrs dld-not ilnrc to r,trcrorch bo1cr17 on ilic irtcrc s;ts of
big cr,.1: ita1.

Thc shere of thc ca.pi LrJ ists in tl:.i: nat j.ona 1 inooric rli d not rlcc-
rcase nt all undr,r thc i..,ab or-1r Govcrrr,rncnb, 3. s c 0.1-r bc sccn fl'cm th c
f o 11ov r-ng teble!

{

?ropor"tlon of thc NntLonn.l Incornc eolnq to Diffcrent Classes
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(ilLr.bour Bcscr.rchll , l,i r.;., 1951)

The t nblc dr:cs not takc into i..cccunt tJre r;:precir.ti
When a caplt&liet sclis fcr t20r 000.sh1ros whoso fo n'lcr
9101 000, ho docs not pry lncorec tnx'ou t,Le 6101000 profi
profLts erc not inciu.de d. in thc i.tcn llpro-iLts, rc::lt, ctc
tabIc. tii,hl le thc rcLa.tivc ghnrc of ttu: ca.pi.tr.Iis ts in t
i-rrccr:rt, did uot declinc u-ndcr tl're Labor;-l, Govc?n::cl:t, notl'r
so nluch tal-k abor.rt tlre rrsoakj-ng of tho r,ich l):r tartbj.on
in a.bsolutc, figurcs shot up elrrningl-y r Accorrling to th
Tirnc srr, thc prof its announced, by 2r729 pr-rb11c ccrrnp:Lnics
cight nonths of 1951 vicrc S1r 559 nill-icrL ccx-rrp nrod vrith ;e

1n thc first cight months of 1950, irc., a risc of 26 pc
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cllvidcrrd. limltr.tion, c.:cLrss prof its t:rx, otc', t'ras rrot
with thc increasi.ng-prof its of t1:. ce.oitaJ-i sts and tho

evcn incrcased pa.rt-oi thc natlonrf inc crac absorbcd by
aIlst govcrnrncnl vrould havo opcnccl thc books of all
thc lispcctlon of thc trade u-nions a.nd lvorkcrs I com-
prcvent incrcasjng profits 1cr.din3 to 3' rlso in priccs'

nirc bccu to.kcn to loivcr priccs by rJducing profltsr
d not hrvc mcant thc csti.blish.,ncrt of Socialimr, but lt
a stcp in that dircction.

.A po1lcy
adcquatc to d
undimlnl shod
proflts. A s
thc companlos
mlttccs, so as
Meagurcs vlou1
Such n stcp w
rrou l-d have be

of
caL

ocl
to
to

dh
ou1
cn

thc Tory press, appcn Ilng to tho i:rc jud.lccs of !n9 pcttJr b-or'rrgc ol-
s5.c, prctcncl;d- th"t' th;'high fo*"", th"c hiSh^pricc cf, Icbag9or b ccrr.

"i1.ll,o1i 
tlckets, ctc.r--wo.s duc to thc Le.boui Govcrprc:rt ls polj-cr' of food

."tuiar"t, soci-aI sciviccs, ctc. fhc sarnc c xp lenati on^l'ra s givcn for
5. ailf"r"rrt rc..son ny ii:e Labour LcnCc'c. Sr-rbsidlcs, Govcrnrncnt cxpcncl--

iture on houljng 
"na'o,, 

-ifr". 
ott "r soc; r.l- s crvi cesrnakc. up^a vc ri-- srrrr''l1.

p.r"""i^g" of t[c tuAgot. In thi 1r'st-budgct1,th" 1::]-of.r11 thc soc-
io1 u"rrri""s, inclu6lig cd,co.tl-o.e fo r:cl sr-r_bslcllcsr n:tione.f i11srr&ncc,
hcr.1th, houe 1ng, grorrt! to local autiloritics , cLc'', 

^rvr's 
only 7 /7d' -j-'fi

cvcr; lound of govcrnncnt c::pcndltur(: r TLlc -wur'r bcf orc it ivc's 9'l3dr

G;ii',"t-tii" s+r6 ,iriion rn lirc p,cscnb budgct vcar. for- fcod subsrdic:'
t5B4 ml11ion vrcnt to-n":r"""t-"i int,rr,st on grc u1tion31 dcbte thc lnrg-

".i pnrt of wLr-i- ch go"u io thc blg fj'r'ar:clcrs ' Thc intcrc st on thc n*t-
l-onnl dcbt al-ne cost ncnrly :iot-ri tirncs rnorc than all thc housing cliilcn-
d.lturc, Alants to f ocal- c'.'tt:'or:itiesr -c i;c ' Thorrclcf cnccitbud'gct alot-tc 1s

"""r.r-i"''Lnc 
tot..] cc'st cf bltc socl:I ':'-rviccs'

Thcvlork:rsendthcfovlcrmiccllcc]as:llnltcar,r-rchlrr,gcrcontrib-
utj-on to the Govcrnri"rriia f 

"" 
o,ro thfln thow c11ci bcf orc. Indlr"c c't texcs,

fess subsidics, on p"r"n"of consrtnption, rosc frorn :e543 r'ril-lion in 1958'

to s]r 436 rniflicn r"-fsSo' Blr far-tl-tc grcr'tcr part of thcsc 
"ndircct;;";;'nre pa'ia o;, ttrc-poo::. ihrin3 tirc.-sr':nc poricd l-ncorlc t'x on Yiegca

rosc frorn s2 rli}lion ti-sii9 mtllto't' Dircct taxcs cn snle'rics rosc

1'y611 e52 rnillLon to'€,iBO mi-]fio". So, r'rhl1c na'kin3,social. incquallty
less p::onounced by h;i;i";-;[;-poor t ltn f ood sr-rbsidics, t;lrir nntj-oha]

y€nr. Actually the rise world have been bigger 1f lJre hiCden reserves
had been taken into account. The orCj.irary c.rpltel of these cotnpnnics
ro se from Lt.r362 mlIllon to €1,42! :lr,if.Ilcn, de claq9{ reserves fron
fi7t137 m111i6n lo 92575 mllIloir, an lncr'ee.ie-;?Tm rnI1lion. Tho of:ii-
clil liraitatlon of dlvidencls, the i,r.nl:ositl on of excess prrofits tax, etc.,
do not prevent capitallsts enrrching thcilselvcs. The blg cottrptnlcs arc
astute enough not to divulge thcir lncreasing 1'roflts by a btg r5-se in
dividend.s. I.C.l., for e:,-atnple, whosc declnred profits ln 1949 vicrc
t17 rnilllon and in-1950 !51 ini.11ion, r:isct1 its cLLviden,:l only from 10
per cent to 12 p t',r cent.

the rlsing prices vre rc c xpIainc.l e.uai' Ln tilr To4' 1x css b7 a dcrn-
agoglc outcry igainst th;: rnlsmanrgcrtolit an 11 in.f i.'icJ-cnc1'. of the Lab o1g'

G6vIrruncnt . - Th; right iviug Labour lcii(l,ilr s trlcd to bc 111;t 1c thc e xtcht
of thc rlsc in prtci,s ancl io b lrunc lt orrly on f o.ctorsoritsJdc thc cont;
ro1 of Brj-tain - tho rl_sc in thc prj-cc cf t av,r na'ccrj-aIs aftcr thc out- .

brcak of thc I(orean lvar, ctc. lIc:,thcr d.r'c'vr e.ttcntlon to onc i't':portrnt
rceson for this risc - the increesc il1 i.rlofitet
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health scheme, ed.ucatlon, housing, etc., the buclget dlcl not ci1ange th-e
general pattern of rrrealtlr di s tt'i6r-1t J.on. The tote.l- taxes inposed on thc
iictr in ihe present budget ;rear is rr-cl; errouSh f,. cc',./e r even thetrclefener'^
budget. The lvhol-e burd6n o? ttt" soc j,a1 s:rvi.ccs .:tr'l of .a tr:i-g part. of
the YU eicnc crrl:..iCge t fatls d.irectl;, 6 r] th poorer pr-c,.ic (not bo ucn1i on
the fact thai: i:he nrofits of the cELiritalist on tihic'r he pays ta"icst aJr c'

created by t.i'r c sa:, .; peo'1c ) .

Thc rcarriliucnt drlvc p1a;.66i diritctly i nto thc ''.i'.nt1s of . thc Tory
d.cmagogrJ.cs, l,jho bflxncd. the ' LaLour m1::,is i;irs f or thc .Lilhcr teLxatlon aid
incrcas:,ng s c e.rci- t i,: s,

A sociallst po11cy l'i oul-d hc-vc a}:o11shcd immcdiatlll' &11 J'ndircct
taxes thr.t i';.11- on thc poor, and j.i'':'r;cC. a high ta:"-l : on i'ld crpit?l
.1cvy on tlic r'i-ch. Orr thc cipcndii'ur'- lii'i-c of tire hL i';'i:l lt l';ou1d fir'st'of itf ha.;c abolishcd thc netional {1;'1r-l:, &rld &t1li cfrtl!crlsation for
shareholdcrs in nntionall,scd industr'i,:s.x

,A socialist policy vould hr.vc Frcv:ntod ..r'I-v !rcf itccring,.on dcf-
cncc preprrr.tionsi Yci thc da.1r nftcr Go,itskcll-- dr:cla.rccl hls rr,rrorI

budget, thc value of stocks lntrca.sccl by morc thrn [1,000 mi11lon itr
24 [ours. rt 1s vrc II-known that in cvcr l lrnpcr j r' ]-:st lrrr rrthc prolct-
nrians fe'l-I trh1lc thc cilvldcnds risctr (RLsa 1-uxcr'-'-'- ra)' 4 sociallst
ro1lcy lvould. havc demanded thc ne,tLonal-i-setlon withcu.t compcns.rtion of
e,tt war industrics, (-'tlcyr undcr conditi ons of t otr'l "'o'r Ine."ns thc
grcatcu part of induslry), and., as x first stcp tonra:us the -c1lmj-n:.tion5f war profltccrlng, thi opcning of tlrc books to lrol'licrsl: lnspccLion.
$ sociallst Polic;r uoutd of coursc havc trcaut ar cntircly noly conccp-
iion of mllitary 6.efcncc a.nd e nci,I approach to th,r cluostlon of thc ril-
i.tary bud.gct, rvhich rvould. havc bccn, iirc lcsult of a socialist foreign
pollcy, a ou -stl:n vrith vrhi ch v/o shF.l-1 dcal le.tcr.

Onc of tho strongcst attacks ln thc Tori' propag&nd.' agaiils t thc
Labour Govcrmrcntr and onc vihich brought thcrn hundrcd-s of thouso'nds, iJ
not mllllons, of votcs, r,,ias t Lrc hous-.rig shortagc, Thc bottfcncclis 1n
thc bullding lnclustry, rcsulting mninl;i from monopofics ln thc bulldirrg

xlh
ship

c cxcugc of thc Lnbour Lcadcrs, tL1n t thlc t"lou
on thc $raL1 ghnrcholdors rlnd olrncrs,.of govc

J.cl br,"v,: lnf11ctcd harc-t;.
l.t1ti1cnt sccurltlcs, c.-]ji-

iot bc ttkcn sorloucl l,.n Ttre i;rco.t tlr. jor j-q,' of str."r,ls ond sccqrltlcs arc
oonccntrnted ln tho hrLnds of a vcry sr,rnIl nunber of peoplc. Thcre i.rc
6he o.nd. e. qnartcr nl,,.iion sharcholdcr"s of joint stocl. cc,lnponlos in thc
'countr;r, but thc sh.rre of those tvho ljr.vc a. holcl-l-ntj of not nlore than
.'12 r 000 ls onl1- 2 per ccnt of the totrr:. stoqk of,. thc j.,in1 stock c orapr.4-
tresr .It rrrould bc J-:npcratlve for a soi. j :.l.lst govcrrulcnii not: to o:r]rrolj:
tlate thesc small- sharcholclers, ri'ito scr..rpcd togcthcr tll.eir. prol:c'rty bi;
nard w(, k. But to achieve thls the govcrrunent viould cinly heve io e!pl..'
a rrcairi.t-Gfist neans tcsttl by vrhlch on].; r;he people vr-itir vcr; sne.11 rte,uis
snould/8U exproprintod. Thus, the aur,-: irt c-f- cornpcns,',tion would have
be en onl; a srnal 1 pcrccntagc of thc aii ount thnt is r.ctr-Le11l,i bc j-ng
pr'id.
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materlals Lndustry, and the exorbltant prlces for land detranded by the
lando',vners. Ls a ouestion wc cannot entcr into herc (it lre.s rler.l'c rvlth
fr.r11;' b}, C6mrade Pcter D. Morgan in hls s, crles of articles l-n thc rrsoc-
iaff !t hevlevrrr). Even lf it Is assurrerl that thc shortagc of bu.llcling
rnaterials, bulldtng workcrsp ctc., prevcntcd morc houscs bcing bu5-lt
than vlero bullt during thc six years of thc Labour Gov:.,rr'rmc,nt, ollc l:.ioa-
surc could ccrtaLnly havc bcen takcn: lrhc blg h.or-,.scs o! thc ,a qil cor.'Id
have bccn dlstributcd anon;; thc nced),. A soc j,alist pollc;; 'tro:,1d hevc
dcmandcd thc croation of tcnantsl co;nni.ttccs a-1..1 over th-, corill I . , J

control thc allocatlon of existS-ng hous:.n5 !1,-accr If a tcna:'.;s .'-,1'.'l-'
Ltte e ,rcprc scntinS r+orkcrs, cnplo1'ccs, sma11 shopkccpcrs, ,:i tc. , il: i J-n-
slstcd that as a ilrst stcp tovarcls thc solr:tlon of tln lLous:i.nij 1:'r -' -1om

a numb cr of fanlllcs should bc sctl;led l.n thc nansions of tirc loct',1
rlch (thc backbonc of thc Tory Party) all tho propagnnda o:e th', lilc..' j.cs
would have bccn cxposcd. as hypocrj ticalr In tirls ln:rcd:i-atc, i.i r,ru' ;i-al ,
solution of tho hous:l nG qr,rcstion, thc Tori cs l'iou ld. I-ravc shovru Urclltcclvcs
to cverybody as crrcmLcs 'of n<nvIy-nairl-cd couplcs, ovcrcrorvdcd farLillcs,
and othcrs nccding houscs r.nd flatsr

fhe way thc l,nbour lcnd.crs celrrlcd out nr'1;i-cnr.1j.sr'.tlon a)::c 11ly-cd
into thc haids of thc Tor], cncmy. On11r thc nc3l,cetcd. i-nd!r.stri')s "rhich
wcrc a l-rca.dy in scrlo1rs straits- vicre nttlona ll-sod. For Ilrny ;'rr.I's bc- 

-fono nrrtloni:.1lsatlon thc ra1lwai"s vJcrc givcn subsid.ic s of Tnorc 1jr r''n 940
miIIlon e )carl the coal mi-ne c and thc povrcr and gas sti"tJ-ons :,"1r'c vcr:;'
bad.1; cqulipcd. Undcr sucl:. conditLons natlonalisation rncant r!:'.ti cns.l i-;
sr.tion of losscs. Aftcr nrti onal- 1s ntl oit thcrc was vcri Ilttrc poss-j-b-
11it1. 61 increas-ing4 vragcs for titc \/orkcrs r''rlri ]c cuttlng '$:c pricc d 

-goodi atrd srtrvlce s'-produccd by tl:c inclustrlc s. Conpcnsatlon aggl'''! 1lcd.
fho problem. Thc Tlrlcs could sl'rout: trYou sce, iratlonr'l isrtj.cn Li':' not
produccd cheapcr goods, rpr bettcr conditl-ons f or the lYorkcrs to r'ri; c cn -
s j-dcrablc cxt-cnt.- ]{ationalleo.tlon of 1ndustr;', socialism, is baL{irupt Irr
Thc fact that tho incrcasc i.n rnllway farcs and tlr c pri-ces of coaI, gns
nnd olcctnlclty urac Ics$ than thc avcrngc lncrcnsc ln t i'ro pr'lce of i:oods
produced by private cntnrprJ.se did not frcvcnt thc Tc,r:i.cc frrol:i nnhJ-rr6 s.

lot of polltlcal capltal out of the dlfflculties of thc netionrr-l- j.,'r','-l

lndustrlos. A soclall"st poIlcy r,:ou l-d hevc denre.nded rrr-tir.ri'ielisrtion
wl-thout cor,rpensation. It ,uou1d. algo ha're d.emsr.:.rled natLona1i::- l;i ori not
of the bankrupt industrles, but of afl the kc;' lndus'cli-es of .l;hc r c'un'tt:r 'It vould h r,.ve derne.nderl tho,i-:: oporatJ-on uncler i Lrr: ccntuol of lrorl<ct's i
commlttees. Attlee kncrit of coursc the.t an1' step toverds thc natioleli-
satlon of a vsr)I profitable concern llkr> I.C.I., cspccLe'11y li,i. tliout
compcnsatl-on and in ord cri;o run it und er ncrv r,iastcrg - thc rvorkcrs I

cormnLttces - wcul-d" hnvc rict strong and ocrslstcnt opposltion frcm the
bourgcoisie. TlLc coursc "rirj.ch the ,-'.,ab our lcadcrs to cli rnoant r:'.r & I -:s
stru[gIe, but it dl.scrcc]-ltcd soclallsn b;' rnl srcprc s c'ctl n3 str:tc e:''.'i'ta1r
ist ri casurcs as socialist rrcasurcs, and thcrcfolc rnnklng it ca'.sf i":e tlc
Tor; prcss tc c>:posc rrsoclallsrqrr.

Onc 5.nportant rcoson for the Tor1- caplte.lLst mass inffucncc is its
control ovcr thc vast na jorS.ty of ncwrpo,pc?so TIl.c dcrnocratic !'::J-irc.i nlc
of rronc r.an, onc votcrr docs :,ot a,',p11' at n1f to ti,.(, Jrl-i; ish. pr, c!1 

".i-c-thcr the Princ l,'iinlstcr ls Ch,-Lrchllf or Attlccr Thc vi-ri.cc of r':r'tl
Beavcrbrook Ls Inuch strongcr thr.n thnt of Johrr S:rith. Thc i,alr:irr Cov-
crnmcnt madc a 5reve nistakc ln not chan3ln3 ti-li s s t.,tc of af f 'rir..l r
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A soclallst pollcy wouLd. havo establLshed. the prlnclple that, let us
say, every hundred thousand readers viouLd have been glvcn ttre means cff
runnlng a dally paper, thus wresting control over the press from the
capltal,ists.

It 1s tho hm'e pollcy of tlrc Labonr goverrunent uhl ctr led to the
Tory vlctory. ?h'ls r:rust be stated c1ear1_v and frankly because other-
wlse even lf Labour ltlns the next elcction therc uould bc no final siol-
utlon of the social problem.

fn these days of svrLft, worldnide cormunlcations, ltr o narrorr bound-
arles of the natlonal state have becor:c o];solctc. No cofdrtry can dlv-
orco Lts home po1lcy from lts fore i.qr rol:icy. lnlhcn vre.rs'are total rvars,
end the 1vhole cconomy is subor.dlne-tcd to nrcpa.ratLon for lrar', tho conn-
ectLon bctrvccn houslng and amarocnts, but;Lcr arr<1 guns, is ve ri, closc.
Modern..war d cmancls ;'cars of prcpa.rltiol during tl-c period of so-ca1Ie drrpeacerl and so evcn- ln peacc -t imc arry a,lpect 5f aomcstic poli-cy has lnm-
edlate ropercusslons ln forcign affairs. liothing; is casicr for the
govcrrunent than to sny, "Thc ilsc in priccs, thc-housi-ng s1-iorte_gc, etc.,
are all..c:ruscd by our nccd to dcvotc norc of our rcsources to netlonaldefencc". This docs not adequrtcly cxplo.ln tre high prlccs, shortagcs,ctc., as lt lgnorcs thc qucsflon bf thc class dlvlsion of t I,:o natlonal
lncome: proflts, compcnsation l-n nat L onnlTEid=-ent crpri s c s, intcrcst on
tho natlonal de!t, thc distribution of irousing sDacc, etc. ft is cou-
a-1Ii, sup,:rficial to rrcxolal,nrr thc countrl'ts difflcutilcs b;, blarning-thc lntcrnationa,l cuttagonisms as though iorci.gn poLi.clr can bc consfdercdapart from the questlon of thc class naturo oi ttc forclp policy ofBrLtnln undcr tho Labour Govcrniffi '.'as it a socir.rist"poiicy, or was1t a capltallst, impcriafist po11cy?

At thc cnd of tlrc war, Brltain was occupylng thc Ruhr, the hcartof Gorman lndustryr Again-and again gcvln d-cllniod thnt 1! wos lrnpcr61-tlvc to natlonallsc hcavy lndustry tn thc Rulrr and to e:rproprlntc thcrlch monopollsts rvho backcd I{:. t Ic i. " But thc se ':rcre only- ,ro-rds. Ehomoropollsts v,rere lcft in control and i;hcy..rc nor,, cntcring lnto a car-tcl-arrongcnont r:'lth Frrnch, Bclglan end.- D:tch lndrrs trir.l-f s t s (thc so-ceIIcd schunran PLnn). rf thc Lr.Sour Go'rcrnrncnt had not prcvcntcd t}lcnatlonalisetlon of thc indrstrie s of thc Ruhr, r','hlch w&s d enandcd. sovlgorously by thc Gcrman trade unions. nnd Lf'thosc lndustr.lcs were now
bcing. run.undcr vor[gqgt control, vrhoi e cit:dc1 of soclallsm ris wouldnnvc bccnl Thc ftLlhlt /fild e r Hitlcr produccd rnorc stcel thrn the rrrtr o1c ofthe ussR ls 

- 
produclnq todc.l]. fhc Buhr rvorkers rvould havc bccomc so po'rFerful th&t tnstead of thc Schuman Pl-en thcre could havc been put fori;ard

e- soclo.list plan of productLon, n socLal-ist i.ntegratlon of tJrc baslc Ln-dustrlos of Wsglsrn Europe-- (Sritaln, Gcrmany, Frince, etc.), Lnstcad of
a^ carter oi monopollsts. lll0rn t r, strong bulwnrk thls'vrouId. liave bccn ag-ainst thc Russlen bloc on t]:c onc h.did-ancl agalnst Arlerican impcrialJ.sfron urc othcr. But thc Labour Govcrnmentts pdricy preserved ln povrer thcrnonopollsts ln Wcstcrn Gcrt:1e:ly, and. so gf,.ve .. ff ifip k, a1 1 ttr rcact-lonor;r ca1..,i-tallst tendcncies in Gcrrnaqi r,nd crcourigcd Rigtjt rvlng clcm-ents ln s.11 the other co:ntr:lcs of Westcrn Europe.

Tho
s truggle In thc

thc
samo lesson can be drawn from Labourr s colonlol po11cy.of the Powors, Russla ls ver"y wcak indeed conrparod w1:pr


