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BLACK the BOMB!

WHERE DOES IT STAND on the H-Bomb? This is

the acid test for every movement, party or grouping.
Where does he stand on the H-Bomb? Every individual
must produce his political passport at this—the frontier
of contemporary capitalism.

Nothing has bared the fibres of Britain’s body politic
as the anti-Bomb campaign. Marches, mass meetings,
monster demonstrations, lobbies, feverish activity every-
where—every section of the population is carrying its dis-
tinctive mark on the mushroom stalk. FEach offers its
solution : ‘ deterrence,’ ‘no tests,” * talks,” “ no Bomb ’ jostle
one another in endless turmoil.

Where do we stand? Is there a solution? What can
a socialist programme offer that is not merely another
voice added to discord?

A socialist cannot see the Bomb as something that hap-
pened unforeseen and unwanted. He cannot consider it
€xcept as one more ghastly refinement in the business of
war—the business which underpins all other business. We
know that war solved the slump of the ’thirties. We know
that production for war has since kept the world on an
“even keel.” We know that increaseé war production is
seen as the remedy to the present recession in America.

We know this, and more. That the working class has
the power to make or break capitalism. That its acqui-
escence makes the Bomb and war production possible.
That its revolt will destroy these dreadful agents of
destruction.

We know that the fate of humanity hangs on the answer
to one question: will the workers stop work on rocket
bases, on H-Bombs and all the other paraphernalia of
death and mutilation?

Capitalism itself provides much of the answer. As war
production grows and permeates the system to its every
pore, more and more workers are sucked into its orbit,
more and more does it become the battlefield for a different
war—between wage-earner and profit-taker. As it grows,
it makes greater and greater demands on the economy,
more and more production is for waste and more and more
intense becomes that battle for what is left.

Preparation for war will rouse the workers to their own
war. But socialists cannot leave it at that. Already, the
organized workers are beginning to claim their place at
the head of the anti-Bomb campaign. True, only hesitant
and halting steps have yet been made. Here a union

STRIKE?

stop scabbing !'—see page 3

BLACK the BASES !

branch demands that work on Bombs and Rocket Sites
be declared black; there a Trades Council offers to support

such a move.
(but not Bombs).

One national union blacks sites officially
The movement is small but growing.

The socialist’s function is clear.

Everything must be

done to bring the support of the whole Labour Movement
behind the armaments and building in this country. Every
working class organization—from the humblest to the
most august, economic, political and social—must commit
itself to supporting any industrial action taken for peace.

The movement must speak with one, clear voice:

Black the Bomb !
Black the Bases!

Every section of the workin
put the workers’ veto to cap
the first step to workers’ co
the destruction of capitalism.

g class must be prepared to
italism’s orgies of violence as
trol of the war machine and

—————————— e

“ There is no greater determination in the world than the will
of a people to be free ”—Lit is this will and the struggle in which
it is embodied that has made the fight of the colonial people
against imperialism the greatest ally the industrial working class
can have in their battle for socialism. Nothing could undermine
the power of British capitalism so much as the forced withdrawal
of British occupation forces in the colonies before the combined
attack of the British workers at home and the colonial peoples
abroad under the slogan “ withdraw the troops now!”—Editor.

CYPRUS—withdraw!

YPRUS, the tragic island, is
trembling again. In the
March 1 issue of this journal I
warned, “the events of the last
few days show . . . that the pause
in Cyprus will not last for-ever
and the Cypriot people are not
going to rest content with the
hollow goodwill of the new
Governor.”

Events have borne out the truth
of this statement. The Tories
have learnt nothing and continue
to be as bloody-minded as ever.
After waiting for 14 months
EOKA has resumed its campaign.
The issue is once again before the
whole world.

The recent series of bye-elec-
tions has shown only teo clearly
that the Tories have forfeited the
confidence of their own suppor-
ters. Yet it is this government that
tyranises a small island in the
name of the British people.

We have a terrible situation in
which justified wage demands are
turned down, educational grants
are cut and housing programs
slashed in the name of economy.
But, vast sums are spent to manu-

facture and explode carriers of
annihilation and to suppress and
enslave a small number of people.
Is there any justification, any
logic in this madness? Yes, there
1s! It is the logic of capitalism
keeping itself afloat by arma-
ments and war,

The time has come to put a
Stop to this lunacy of the govern-
ing class of top people. We are
tired of the futile and endless
game of diplomacy which has led
to the deadlock in Cyprus. Empty
gestures are useless. If anything,
such gestures aggravate an al-
ready inflamed sjtuation. For
months past there have been in-
spired rumours of this or that
brilliant move which would solve
the problem. We do not know
what these moves are. We do not
believe that a realistic attitude to
this question is to be found
among the ruling class of Britain.
It is reported that Sir Hugh Foot
is coming to consult the authori-
ties here. We are afraid, however
that as in the past, it will lead
to nothing.

turh- to back page
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o Safety

THE CHANCELLOR of the

Exchequer has been compel-
led, after protests, to lift the pro-
posed Purchase Tax on Miners’
safety helmets. How often when
we think of danger attached to
jobs do our minds immediately
turn to the coal miners’ occupa-
tion.

Too little has been said of the
tremendous improvement that has
occured from a safety angle in
the nationalized mines as com-
pared with the record of the pre-
nationalized industry. Whilst a
deficit in the accounts of the
nationalized undertakings hits the
headlines, the saving in the num-
ber of the lives lost is not worth
a mention on the front page. .

One industi'y which is perhaps-

overlooked from the point of view
- of danger is the building industry
where in 1956 4 men died every
week and 59 were injured every

day. The profits of the building

industry would take on a much
grimmer look if the above figures
were published alongside the pro-
fits and dividends.

e Policy under Fire

TI—IE LABOUR PARTY'’S

policy on public ownership
is still coming under attack from
the unions. The Scoftish Trade
Union Congress rejected the
policy and called on the next
Labour Government to *“‘proceed
without delay to extend nation-
alization to all big industries”.
The Amalgamated Engineering
Union at its annual Conference
also had many harsh things to say
on the policy. Five of the* 26
Divisions had resolutions attack-
ing the policy statement which
among other things was called “a
retreat from socialist principles”,
“a retrograde step” and a “re-
strictive policy that must be
rejected”. -

Let us look at the nationalized
section ‘of industry and see
whether the workers employed in
it support their unions’ attitude.

.. On - April 21st, 900 workers
employed at the Royal Ordnance
Factory, ~ Dalmuir, Scotland,
stopped. work and marched
through -Clydebank .in protest
against the proposed. transfer of
the factory to. private enterprise.
At the end of their demonstration
the men unanimously passed a
resolution demanding the reten-
tion of Government - control.
What better recommendation
could be given for nationalization
as opposed to free enterprise in-
dustry. =0y -

o Convenor sacked
ANOTHER STRIKE involving

* X engineering workers. has been
settled by Ministry of Labour
conciliation officers. After a ten
week dispute at Armstrong Whit-
worths (North Shields) a return to
work was obtained. The reason
for the stoppage was once again
the sacking of a shop steward’s
convenor. Unlike the disputes at
Levine’s and the - Yorkshire

Engine Company which did not

b

receive - official 'bIESS.iLI}g_ a:nd in:

which the convenors were Sacri-
ficed, the dispute at Armstrong
Whitworths. - did have official
backing. However, the basis for

settlement was. not one with
which. we in ‘the AEU. have:
‘grounds to be satisfied. - The

worker in question was given his

tion as cONvenor.

e Good relations ?
MINISTRY OF LABOUR
pamphlet just published
called Positive Employment Poli-
cies is reputed to give examples
of management practices contri-
buting to good relations in indus-
iry. :

Perhaps the sacking of a
TGWU Branch Secretary by the
Goodyear Tyre Company of
Glasgow is a good example. This
worker took time. off one day in
April without permission.. About
2.000 workers at Fisher and Lud-
low were stood-off on the 25th
April to “restore production bal-
ance”—again calculated to contri-
bute to good relations in indus-
try. Perhaps the best example of
all to demonstrate their gushing
good-will is the policy statement
from. the Federation of British
Industries calling for 3 per cent.
or 700,000 unemployed.

o Industrial union

IN A PREVIOUS ISSUE I men-

tioned the need for an In-
dustrial union fory railwaymen.
Since then a call for closer rela-
tionships between existing ratlway
unions has been made in a resolu-
tion to be considered by the
annual conference of the TSSA.
This resolution—from the Hitch-
in, Manchester No. 1 and West-

~ minster branches—

deplores the disunity among the
railway trade unions and believes
that common interests and desires
 demand ‘a closer relationship be-
tween the unions than which exist
at present. X
It calls on the union to establish
the . -machinery ‘whereby closer
unity might be-achieved. ...

If this: move-is successful it 1s
only..a. short step to the realiza-
tion of one union for all raiway
workers. . -

o Workers’ control

BY WAY OF CONTRAST we
~~. have press -reports from
Dublin of a strike that even the
Lords of Fleet Street have not
been. able to blame the commun-
ists for. - Twenty-five workmen
making a fence at Toerglass in
County Mayo stopped. work be-
cause, the fence ~would  'run
straight through ‘the middle of a
“fairy fort™. A former Cabinet
Minister was brought in and a
solution was found: the fence,
instead of going through, went
round the “fort”, and a return to
work was achieved. At least if
it was not the communists we
may be assured that it was the
work. of “bad fairies”.

GEOFF CARLSSON

: Sit'ex'::

‘was made redundant.

Socialist Review

Strike—and lose on

Southbank o
‘-'by B"ro E. }.-S é:ott,_ _T&G an'ch Sec. (1/121)

THREE MONTHS ago McAlpines started showing strong oppo-

sition to the building trade wﬂrkersorganizin% on the Southbank
We -have every reason for believing ‘that

his was part of a

concerted - effort between ‘all the employers to smash us if they

job back but not his former posi- ~possibly could.

Our conclusions are based on
two trends noticéable recently

~within the industry. First there

have been continual attacks on
stewards in such a way as largely
to dispense with any charge of
victimization against the firms.
The favourite trick when trans-
fering a4 steward, is to transfer
him to a site which is nearing
completion, which then gives the
employer a legitimate reason to
declare redundancy. Very active
stewards are of course becoming
increasingly suspicious of such
transfers.

Protect the stewards

. The second method —proof of
the depths to which a Tory is
prepared to sink in order to smash
organized labour and rid himself
of the more militant workers—
is to sack half a dozen men only
to get rid of one active trade
unionist. New agreements need
to be drawn up for the protection
of Stewards.

. These methods have a direct
bearing on the dispute on the
Southbank. One of our active
members organizing this site, a
steel bender and fixer by trade,
The 60
steel benders and fixers imme-
diately laid down their topls and
came out on strike. The strike
lasted five days, terminating only
when the employers agreed to
transfer the steward and gave an
undertaking that they would give
him the first chance of returning
to the Southbank if they should
require any more steel benders
and fixers. The men then re-

turned to work on this agree-

ment,- relying on the employers

“to keep their word.

The strike and after

j’[fhé following '\ﬁfleelc the bottom
fell out of the agreement when

the employers started 11 more
steel benders and fixers. An
approach was made to the
employers to stand by their agree-
ment. This they refused to do.
The men got very angry, and they

all agreed to strike till the
employers took the transfered
steward back on the site. The
strike was unofficial. All kinds of
appeals were made for money
and also for official recognition.

The money came in alright,
and. after seven weeks official re-
cognition too.' The site was be-

ing brought to a complete stop.

Many men were being made re-
dundant. The Transport ‘and
General Workers Union put more
and more pressure on to try to
get the steward back on to the
s1te.

The steel benders and  fixers
fought very hard, but they also
grew more and more short of
money. This was the main rea-
son for the men returning to work
after a hard three months’ strug-
gle, and without reaching any
agreement.

INDUSTRIAL

These pages have been set

aside for a socialist review
of the industrial struggle.
Help to make them com-
plete by sending in news
and comments.

To conclude, it is interesting to
note that McAlpines are about
the biggest building contractor

and are a leading firm in the

Master Builders’ Federation. We
may ask ourselves, is this the
spearhead of an attack on build-
ing trade workérs? Are all the
other Employers subscribing to
this attack? If the employers
succeed in smashing trade union-
ism on their very large contracts
we shall find it increasingly diffi-
cult to establish organization on

-the smaller sites. The trade union-

ists must not be satisfied with our
position within the building in-
dustry, or we shall be sunk for
many years to come, and it will
be much harder to achieve our
40-hour week and also our 8d.
an hour claim.

w
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Socialist Review

Stop Scabbing!

STRIKE:

AS 1 WRITE THESE WORDS, two pages are being carved simul-

taneously into our trade union history. The first, a proud and
glorious page, is being contributed out in the open—clear for all to
witness—by the magnificently solid strike of 50,000 London busmen
against the declared intention of the Tory Government to beat down
the living standards of all our people.

The second—a shameful and nauseating page—is being written
behind closed doors, where, in the aroma of good cigars, leaders of
half a million railwaymen sit in close consultation with Tory Mini-
sters, and hourly bring nearer a disgraceful settlement which will
leave their own members frustrated and defeated—a settlement which,
above all, has the deliberate objective of leaving the London bus
strikers isolated and alone, at a moment when the whole situation
cries aloud for solidarity and resolute joint action.

The sheer, overwhelming unity of the London bus strike shook
the employers and the Government right down to their very socks.
Those who prophesied that the strike call would “blow back in Cous-
in’s face,” those who muttered darkly *“the trade unionist today 1s not
as good as his father,” have had their answer. The high-ranking
L.T.E. official who promised: “if Cousins calls the busmen out at
midnight on Sunday, I'll have a thousand buses running on Monday
morning”—has never looked so sick or foolish.

Yet, the very magnificence of the busmen’s response to the strike
call—which should have inspired the whole Labour movement—has
produced the biggest attack of “jitters” yet seen among the covey of
“Knights” that adorn the T.U.C. round table, and has sent the rail-
way trade union leaders scuttling for cover, ready to grasp at any
straw, to accept any Tory half-promise, rather than accept the clear
duty that history imposes upon them.

The elite of the General Council of the T.U.C. has met and has
sanctimoniously recorded its “support” for the busmen without so
much as lifting a finger to give reality to that support. Her Majesty’s
Opposition has solemnly moved a vote of “censure” upon the Tory
Government—because a Tory Minister has not intervened in a fight
which screams aloud for they themselves to “intervene” with decisive
action in support of the strikers. To what end—and for what pur-
pose—does Gaitskell imagine that a Tory Minister would intervene
anyway? -

Strike-breaking in the bowels of the earth

At the end of the first week of the bus strike, not one of the 10,000
L.T.E. vehicles—bus, trollybus, coach—in town or country—has
turned a wheel on the roads. Yet, below thesurface of those bus-less
roads, the L.T.E. underground trains have continued to run—Iliterally
full to bursting point—carrying, not only their own normal loadings
—Dbut the great bulk of the passengers who would normally be carried
on the buses.

Let it be said—in the plainest of unvarnished terms—that from the
very moment that the bus strike began the Condon Underground rail-
way system has been used as a systematic strike-breaking instrument
directed against the London busmen. And this strike-breaking
machine has been manned and operated by fellow trade unionists of
the busmen, by men and women employed by the same undertaking
that employs the busmen, by men and women who have had their
own wage claim rejected by the same Tory Government that seeks to
keep the bus strikers isolated and to beat them into submission.

To keep the underground railways running while the busmen are
on strike is clear, calculated, and blatant blacklegging—as clear and
as mortally damaging as if the railwaymen were, in fact, acting as
volunteer bus drivers with the declared aim of breaking the strike.

‘No amount of hypocritical prattling about “constitutional” diffi-
culties, of “honouring” agreements, of adhering to prescribed
“methods” of “negotiating” and “arbitrating” can condone, explain,
or excuse, this systematic and calculated scabbing. The top leaders
of the N.UR. and AS.L.E.&F. know perfectly well that they only
have to lift their fingers to bring the L.T.E. underground railways
to an immediate and complete halt. They shame themselves—their
membership—and the whole Labour Movement by cringing, cap in

hand, like a bunch of “Uriah Heeps” before the gloating Tories.

Weeks ago, the rank and file underground railwaymen made it
clear that they were ready—and anxious—to support the busmen.
They have waited for the necessary instructions from above—instruc-
tions that have not come—and are not likely to come.

But, when one’s house is on fire, one does not take time off to
stidy a handbeok on constitutional procedure. One acts—swiftly
and -décisively. - Working class solidarity is more important than
constitutional procedure. The top leaders have failed—but it is still
within the power of the rank and file of the N.U.R. and A.S.L.E.&F.
to stop the job—unite with the busmen—make victory for the working
class—and defeat for the Tories certain.

SUPPORT THE BUSMEN !

Page Three

A SCOTTISH NOTEBOOK
by James D. Young

AT THE MOMENT - there are

just under 90,000 Scottish
workers on the dole. Many others,
from the north to the south and
from the east to the west, are

working on sort time. Simultane- -

ously, however, the Scottish
Labour movement is growing by
leaps and bounds. Trade union
membership, having jumped by
over 19,000, now stands at
471,235. Individual membership
of the Labour Party is up by
nearly 10,000 to 67,847.

Moreover class consciousness 1s
being heightened day by day, as
the course of the class struggle
drives home the lessons of the
real nature of contemporary capi-
talism. By marches, demonstra-
tions and strikes to defend living
standards and working conditions
the workers are showing the
bosses that they are preparing to
wage war on capitalism.

Over 10,000 Dundee workers
downed tools last month to join
in a mass demonstration to pro-
test against rising unemployment
and the closing of local foundries.

This march of workers from
factories, workshops and building
sitess was one of the greatest
demonstrations of working class
solidarity since the 1930s.

The decision to hold it was an-
nounced after a meeting of the
Dundee district committee of the
Foundry Workers’ Union at the
week-end.

At the same meeting the com-
mittee pledged full support to the
national executive committee of
the men’s union in their efforts to
get a 40-hour week. A control,
and if necessary, a complete ban
on overtime will be imposed if
the employers refuse to agree to
the men’s demands.

At this giant demonstration,
which took over two hours to
enter the city centre, the Dundee
workers demanded: a 40-hour
week; the resignation of the Tory
Government; more employment
for Dundee and Scotland as a
whole; and the nationalisation of
the building industry.

The committee which organ-
ized the demonstration decided to
send two special train loads of
workers to Edinburgh on May 24
for a protest march through the
capital.

This will culminate with a
deputation going to St. Andrews
House (the Scottish Whitehall) to
demand more employment for

* Dundee.

Mr John Strachey and G M
Thomson, the city’s two Labour
MPs, were unable to attend the
demonstration owing to business

in London. Perhaps they were
e SR

really afraid to look into the face
of their contemporary capitalism.

* * *

DINBURGH’S TOR'Y
MAGISTRATES have ban-
ned the Trades Council from
showing the A-bomb film, Chil-
dren of Hiroshima, which won a
diploma of merit at the 1955 film
festival.

Last month, at a meeting of the
council, the magistrates were in-
dicted for introducing political
bias into their decision.

The council secretary applied
to them to mark May Day by
booking a cinema to show the
film.

Back came a letter from  the
town clerk saying that the magis-
trates had met and refused the
application “on the grounds that
they did not approve of the film.”

So much for Tory democracy!

* * *

RECENT SURVEY of the
unemployment situation in
Scotland published by the Scot-
tish Council for the Development
of Industry gives these reasons for
the recession . . .

Cuts in defence expenditure;
Government financial policy;
large percentage of Scottish indus-
tries which are not modern or up
to date;' pattern in Scotland not
sufficiently diversified by newer
industries. ;

Their remedy is more industrial
devolution. Our remedy is the
nationalization of land and in-
dustry under workers’ control.
While we accept part .of their
analysis, we do not accept their
way out of the jungle that they
have helped to create.

* % *

A LL REVOLUTIONARY

SOCIALISTS will be sorry
to learn of the death of the Scot-
tish novelist, James Barke.
Although he turned away from
direct political activity after his
expulsion from the Communist
Party in 1939, he never ever lost
faith in Socialism. In fact his
burning faith shines through The
Land of the Leal, which was writ-
ten just after he had been kicked
out of the party. He may have
made political mistakes during
the last years of his life; but his
greatest testimonial is the diligent
way countless Scottish workers
have read his novels on the life
of Robert Burns.

We do not believe there is'a single man or woman operating

L. T.E. underground trains today who would not prefer to be stand-
ing alongside their bus colleagues in dispute. We do not believe there
is a single oil-tanker driver' who would not be happy to leave his
vehicle in the garage—join the strike—and put paid once and for
all to the attempts to organise scab coach services. -

But, we cannot afford to wait upon orders. This is no time for
standing upon constitutional ceremony. Men and women must ACT
NOW-—and have the constitutional debates ldter. STOP THE UN-
DERGROUND TRAINS RUNNING—STOP THE DELIVERY OF
ALL PETROL AND OIL. SHORTEN THE STRIKE—HASTEN
THE VICTORY—DEAL A KNOCK-OUT BLOW AT THE TORY
GOVERNMENT. |

SPREAD THE STRIKE!






