TORIE

THE TORIES have opted
for a 9 June cut-and-run
election before their
policies result in more
electoral unpopularity.

By the editor

- But the labour move-
ment should welcome this
opportunity to deal a
blow against the Tories
and their Liberal/SDP
allies. There are three
steps to this goal.

Kick out the Tories! The
Tories must be defeated!
Another term of office
for Thatcher would
mean:

® the implementation of
the Police Bill — a further
step towards a police
state. :

® a new round of Teb-
bit’s attacks on the
unions £
@ the stationing of cruise
missiles and the beginning
of a new generation of
nuclear weapons with Tri-
dent

@ continuation of

« policies. that put profits
before people — continu-
ing mass unemployment,
cuts in services and selling
off profitable parts of the
public sector.

tion around the People’s
March, the campaign
against the Police Bill, the
industrial action against
redundancies in British
Leyland should not be
called off but stepped up.

Thatcher’s Britain:
a guide to the ruins

pages S& 9

For - a Labour victory!

Labour can win! That’s
the lesson of the local
government elections.
Where the Labour Party
waged a determined and
principled campaign
against the Tories and
Alliance, as in Liverpool,
victories can be won.
The Tories can be
defeated fhrough mass
action as the water
workers showed this year.
That’s why ongoing ac-

These issues have to
be put at the centre of the
election campaign.

Labour should link up
with these campaigns —
with the women’s move-
ment, black movement
and workers in struggle.

Socialists for Labour Vic-
tory have = produced
guidelines for  local
Labour Parties to help
them to do just that.

9 JUNE 9 JUNE

Fight for  socialist
policies! There must be
no retreat by the Labour
Party on the socialist
policies passed by Labour
and trade union con-
ferences over the past
year! ;

In particular there
must be a clear pledge
from all sections of the
Labour Party leadership
and from their trade
union backers that coali-
tionist pacts with the
SDP/Liberal Alliance
won’t be used to junk
those policies.

The
economic assessment
mustn’t be allowed to be
used as a Trojan horse for
a new social contract as
Denis Healey has already
threatened.

By fighting for
socialist policies we can
prepare to meet whatever
government emerges
from the general election.

Boost Socialist
Action in the

THATCHER has not
given us much time to
prepare the election
campaign.
We want all our
supporters out on
the streets fighting
for a labour
victory:
building the May
24th women’s day of
action against the
bemb, the
campaign against
the Police Bill
and making
sure that the greeting
we offer to the
People’s March for
Jobs turns into a
massive rebuff for
everything the Tories
stand for.

Sales

In the weeks ahead,

“ we want the sales of

Socialist . Action to
rocket.

We hope the extra in-
terest generated by the
election campaign will
result in hundreds of new
regular readers who will
go on fighting for
socialist policies what-
ever the eventual out-
come of the election.

national-

e All

out
for the
People’s
March
S June

o

To help do this,” and
to help build a socialist
campaign, we want to
produce loads of extra
publicity.

We want to produce a
pamphlet, explaining
Socialist Action’s views
on why socialist policies
are needed.

Posters

We want to produce
posters and thousands of
badges saying ‘Jobs Not
Bombs! Vote Labour!’

We will be holding
rallies in the big cities
with international
speakers. g

To do this we need
more than our usual Spr-
ing Appeal. We are ask-
ing supporters to make 2
special effort this week
to send us money to help
fight the Tories.

Quick

We would like to get
at least a tenner from
each of you to help kick
Thatcher out. And just
as we want Thatcher out
quick, we need your
money iu quick!

Surely it’s worth a lit-
tle extra to boost
Socialist Action through
the election? Dig in deep.
Get those tenners pour-
ing in!

Crave Rell
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Events ¢ O
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Local action @ 0 yo3a féb@

* Glasgow. Women for
Peace are organising a lun-
chtime rally in George
Square from 12-2pm, plus a
festival and vigil in the even-
ing. For details of all actions
in Scotland ring Ann Kane
on 041-423 1485

* Swansea. Swansea
WONT and Labour Party
women are organising a
march to Qounty Hall with
die-in. Fof details of all ac-
tions in Wales ring Liz
Forder on 0222-566548.

* Manchester. The Man-
chester Greenham Support
Group is organising actions

“in the centre of the town

where a human web will be
formed. For details of all
actions in the North West
ring Marion, McNaughton
on 0532-670289.

* Oxford. The East
Midlands 24 May Commit-
tee, Oxford Labour Party
Women and Oxford
Women’s Peace Action are
joining together to plan
non-violent direct action on
the day. For details of all ac-
tivities in the central part of
England ring Andrea Heath
on 0533 555466.

* Hornsea. Familes Against
the Bomb are planning a 24
hour fast and vigil from 12
midnight -on 23 May to
highlight the money spent
on arms that could be used
:0.pay for food for those

without it in the semi-,
colonial world.
* Haringey. Women for

Disarmament plan to picket

local factories and hosptials
2rawing the links between
-_s:. a2ifare and jobs and
sxpenditure on arms. For
detaxls ring Maggie
Weatherby on 01-340 2715.
* Lambeth. Lambeth
Women for Peace and
Labour Party women plan a
~eace camp on Clapham
Common near to the
hreatened South London
Women’s hospital to draw
the links between women’s
fights for jobs and
healthcare and their fight
against militarisation.

* South East London.
South East London
Greenham Women are
assembling at !lam on
Peckham Rye to cover the
common with white croses.
A creche will be provided.
At 12 noon they move off to
the Imperial War Museum.
* Newham. Newham CND
and NALGO are organising
a lunchtime rally and
leafletting hospitals about
government civil defence ex-

penditure. Newham
NALGO has voted to strike
on that day.

* Camden. Camden Labour
Party women are planning
to leaflet Euston station at
11am where the North Lon-
don line carries the nuclear
waste across London. They
are to be joined by the Lon-
don North Central branch
of the POEU who are sen-
ding representatives to join
them. They hope to greet
the railworkers from the
Horwich  workshops in
Manchester who will be pro-
testing that day against the
proposals in ‘ the Serpell
report. Camden Labour
Party women plan to join
activities planned in Isl-
ington.

* Islington. Islington
Labour Party women and
the North London
Greenham Women will be
setting up a peace camp at
Highbury corner, where the
North London line carrying
nuclear waste also travels
followed by a peace picnic
in Highbury Fields. Men are
asked to support with the
creche, the picnic and will
be welcome to support the
march, allowing women to
lead it.

*considering

* Tower Hamlets/East
London. The East London
Greenham support group is
planning to leaflet the Lon-
don hospital at lunchtime
and events will also be tak-
ing place in Bow.

* Trafalgar Square. Pen-
sioners for Peace and
Women for World Disar-
mament will be on the steps
of St Martin’s-in-the-Fields
church getting signatures
for the freeze on arms ex-
penditure from Ilpm on-
wards. Later at 6pm women
from all over London are
being asked to assemble
together at the end of the
day.

* Enfield. Enfield
Greenham women are going

to destroy a cruise missile in .

the shopping centre and a
die in will be staged around
a bunker site.

* Dalston. Dalston WONT
taking action outside army
recruitment office.

* Woolwich. Royal Arsenal
Co-operative Society giving

out peace badges in shopp-

ing centre.

* Greenwich.  Greenwich
CND are setting up a stall in
Woolwich market.

* Brighton. Where it all
began. Brighton Women for
Peace are planning lots of
action ring 0273-553466.

* Peoples March Women’s
Day of Action called for 24
May. Festival taking place
as part of IWDD in War-
wick. The _Leamington
Emplovment Action Move-
ment has sponsored a
meeting with local women
trade union speakers and
women speakers from CND
and Greenham Common.
Local. END has evening
entertainment planned.
(LEAM meets every Tues-
day 8.00pm, Oddfellows
Hall, Leamington.)

National
supporting.

* NALGO strike action be-
ing looked upon favourably

UI'IIOHS

" by national executive —

Newham, Camden, Isl-
ington discussing action.
Poster and stickers have
been produced.

* ACTTS National ex-
ecutive. taking similar at-
titude to NALGO.

* NUJ Information being
circulated to branches.

* NUR Information being
circulated to members,
delegations, promised for a
peace train. along North
London line goes ahead.

* ASTMS Information be-
ing circulated.

* NATFE Local branches
strike action
and information being cir-
culated.

* NUPE National executive
raising day of action from
platform at national con-
ference, information being
circulated to delegates.
Greenham Women speak-
ing at fringe meeting in
Scarborough. 5.45 Monday
16 May.

* Other unions who have
contacted the Greenham of-
fice include the London
region of the T&G who are
organising three coaches to
visit Greenham on Sunday
15th. Ring Fred Higgs on
01-534 4187 for details.
Kings Cross and Westham
NUR are sending greetings
on the day and so are several
branches of the POEU on a
special green Women and
Telecoms postcard.

® For more information

and special trade uniog,

leaflet and national poster
contact the Greenham Of-
fice, 5 Leonard Street, Lon-
don EC3 Tel 01-251 3133.
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The women of Greenham Common have been an inspiration for the whole labour movemént in the battle againt the mssiles.

A Labour victory for disarmament

THE FOUR WEEKS to the general election mark
the best and possibly the last chance for CND to stop
the missiles in '83. While CND has correctly not tied
itself to one party’s fortunes, CND leaders have a
responsnbllty to explain that the only party that will

stop the cruise missiles is the Labour Party.

There have been wor-
rying signs that this is not
understood in the higher
reaches of CND. Some
have indicated that CND
has to anticipate a Labour
defeat and find a new

alliance with both the

Labour Party and the
SDP/Liberal Alliance.
There has also been a
reluctance in some
quarters for leading CND
figures, in particular Bruce

LABOUR movement
conferences have begun
to highlight the need to
take CND into thé
unions.  Conferences
have already taken

Kent, to speak on the same
platform as Labour can-
didates without candidates
from all other parties be-
ing present.

This is a self-defeating
and conservative attitude.
CND should welcome
participation on any plat-
form to- explain their
policies of unilateralism
and NATO withdrawal
but in particular it should
demand to have a speaker

-place in Brent and East
London and others are
scheduled in South

London 21 May and

Greater Manchester on
28 May.

on every single relevant
Labour Party platform.
" Letus just recall what a
second term of Thatcher
would bring us:
® retention of our ex-
isting nuclear weapons and
the 100 or so American
bases in this country
@ the stationing of cruise
missiles at  Greenham
Common and other bases
from December 1983
o the introduction of a
new generation of nuclear
missiles with its current
estimated cost of over £10
billion

Neither is the Alliance
any alternative. In an arti-
cle in last Monday’s Guar-

Take CND into the unions

The East London con-
ference two weeks ago at-
tracted over 100 delegates
from over 20 -unions,
Labour Parties and CND
groups. - Jo Richardson
MP, opening the con-
ference, said that the issue
of cruise missiles should be
central in the coming
general election.

A striking London
docker told CND
members, ¢ ‘‘Jobs not
Bombs’’ must be at the
heart of the message that
CND takes. to workers
defending their living stan-
dards and jobs.’

The need for CND to
develop their links with the
unions was emphasised by

dign Wayland Kennet of
the SDP explained that the
main theme of his party
would be to fight for the
dual key on the cruise
missiles.

But as Tony Benn has
observed if there’s one
thing * more frightening
than Reagan with the
only finger on the trigger,
it’s Reagan and Thatcher.

CND must seize - the
opportunity of the election
to press its case. The
‘peace canvass’ of CND
can be used to build sup-
port for the meetings and
demonstrations that will
be held in every town by

Jenny Edwards, the trade
union organiser of CND.
She revealed that out of
1000 CND groups less than
10 per cent, have had trade
union committees.

Reports in workshops

"from Ford Dagenham and

Fire Brigade Union
members showed what
reponse CND could get in
the workplaces.

Conference  decided
that the most urgent task
was to mobilise support in
the labour movement for
the Women’s Day for
Disarmament on 24 May,
in particular the rally plan-
ned by the Greenham
Common Women’s sup-

By Dodie Weppler (NUR)

CND to build the cam-
paign against the missiles.

The International
Women’s Day for Disar-

" mament on 24 May will

be a national focus for
CND . activists to make
their voice heard before
the election.

‘Jobs not Bombs’ con-
tingents can be formed by
CND on the monster 5
June  march against
unemployment in London

- at the end of the Peoples

March.

@ For a Labour victory!
® Stop the missiles in *83!

port group outside the
London Hospital in East
London to highlight the
links between welfare cuts
and arms expenditure.

Delegates also agreed
to return to their branches
to call on their unions to
get the TUC moving on its
1982 decision to coor-
dinate European-wide ac-
tion on Hiroshima Day 6
August.

® Since the conference
two NUR branches have
decided to send greetings
to the IWDD rally in
Trafalgar Square on 24
May.



‘Youth CND’s message

first ever national event

Photo: GM COOKSON
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60,000 ROCK THE BOMB

TWO DAYS before That- i
cher’s election announce- o
ment, young people from
all over Britain made

loud-and clear — stop the
missiles and kick out the
Tories.

By Jim Coutts

The festival was the

organised by Youth CND.
Over 60,000 youth turn-
ed up, filling Brockwell
Park to overflowing. The
march of 20,000 took one
and a half hours to come
into the park. ’

Values

The demonstrators
joined thousands more to
listen to the bands — Style
Council, the Damned,
Madness and Hazel
O’Connor included. They
came to hear the bands,
but also to demonstrate '
their hatred for the Tories.

The tremendous success
of the festival needs to be
followed by many more
national events bringing
together the hundreds of
thousands of people who
want to stop the missiles.

Together we can stop
the missiles in 1983!
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IRELAND
UNFREES

ock Revisited

By Martin Todd

A VISIT to the H Blocks of Long Kesh near
to the second anniversary of Bobby Sand’s
dea_th proved to be a grim yet heartening ex-
perience.

Passing through the gates, the doors and
the checkpoints is a long and laborious pro-

cedure: it requires no provocation on the part .

of the prison warders to make the whole pro-
cess a daunting and oppressive experience.

Locked in the back of a blacked-out mini bas-

to be shuttled into ‘The Blocks’ themselves, you
have plenty of time to recall the haunting images of
the dying hunger strikers and the long struggle of
support waged by those relatives crammed into the
seats alongside you. !

We are all thoroughly searched. Stfip searching
is now less common in Long Kesh than it is in the
women’s prison at Armagh. All of us are stripped
of our identities, the only things we can take in
other than the clothes we stand up in is a prison
envelope into which our paper money is sealed.

‘We have been lucky today; no road blocks on
the Way, only average obstruction in the prison. It
is not always like this for those who reguiarly make
the long and arduous journey to Long Kesh.
Today we even get 12 extra minutes, the visit lasts
42 minutes!

Finally, into the room where the prisoners sit in
cubicles waiting. Despite knowing that the dirt
protest is long over and that prison life is
something like it was before the men were forced
to go on the blankets, it is almost a shock to see
how well the men look. .

Easter and the celebration of the Easter Rising
of 1916 is always a high point for those involved in

the struggle to free Ireland but in these men seems .

to be the spirit of today and the future just as much
as respect for the past. .

We get the impression that the struggle in the
prison has moved on, just as it has outside. In
practice the fight for political status was won, the
prisoners have now achieved one way or another
what they set out to during the blanket protest and
the hunger strikes. A

Their energies are now turned to self-
organisation within the prison, mainly political
and cultural education. The simple reason is
because the nationalist community is slowly but
surely winning. These men, some in prison for life
on the basis of a signed confession obtained after
days of police ‘interrogation’, can see ahead of
them a time when Britain will be forced to leave
Ireland.

We wanted to know what the prisoners and
their relatives thought about Labour Party policy
on Ireland. While none of them had any illusions
that the likes of Rees, Mason and Concannon still
have a grip on Labour policy, they were all aware
of the gradual but important changes taking place
amongst the membership.

The point made by Ken Livingstone at the time

“of the GLC invitation to Sinn Fein leaders that it is

the duty of British socialists to meet with Sinn
Fein, to discuss their policies and to look for ways
to support them, was re-emphasised by people we
spoke to. -

We were also assured by the prisoners and this
was confirmed by the huge rallies to celebrate the
1916 Rising, that the support for the armed strug-
gle is not lessened but strengthened by Sinn Fein’s
turn to electoral politics. -

&,
® Martin Todd visited Long Kesh with Callum

Macrae, both.members of the Edinburgh Labour
Committee on Ireland. .

#

the lesbianism of MP Maureen Colquhoun and the
hundreds of pages that gloated over the homosex-
uality of the Queen’s bodyguard Michael Trestrail,
the national newspapers recorded the closure of Gay
News, a life line communication for Britain’s gay
men and women with two paragraphs, one in the
Guardian and one in the Observer.

A paper that had battl-
ed its way to a 20,000 cir-
culation, been haulesd
through the courts in a
famous blasphemy trial by
Mary Whitehouse, hélped
several important
legislative changes and

* whose guide, diary and

classified ads almost pro-
vided the cobweb that kept
its community together,
was snuffed out and the
straight press deemed it
unnewsworthy.

By ‘Bob Workman

In one way the collapse
of Gay News was a good
thing. The selfish greed of
private ownership , was
revealed behind the facade
of public caring.

For although most of
its readers thought the

paper was run by a collec-
tive, early on in the paper’s
history the ownership had
been assumed by one in-
dividual. And it was the
money grabbing nature of
the recent change of
ownership that did for
Gay News what the bigots,
the police and the law
courts had failed to.

- As Gay News collapsed
into liquidation the staff
calculate that the ex-
owner, Dennis Lemon,
and the new owner,
Robert Palmer have debts
of a staggering £220,000,

figures that they had been -

anticipating from the

future profits.

The efforts of a mew
co-operative to relaunch a
national homosexual

periodical may fail as both

public and private finance

Labour Committee
on Ireland meets

AT ITS recent Annual
~ General Meeting, the
Labour Committee on

Ireland adopted growth
plans for the year
ahead. As a Labour
Party pressure group,
the LCI is in the best
position to build on
support for the na-
tionalist
Ireland gained by
publicity for Ken Liv-
ingstone.

The recent Plastic
Bullets Conference seems
to have given it the con-
fidence to step up its pro-
file in the party and in the
unions.

Opposition

Having made it clear

" that the LCI was in op-

position to the witch hunt
being organised by the
right wing in the Labour
Party against the left, the
AGM took two major
dicussions = on  building
itself in the unions and
relaunching its magazine
Labour and Ireland.

It was pointed out that
more people had been at-
tracted to the Plastic
Bullets Conference
through union mailings
than by any other source

struggle in

of publicity. The LCI ap-
proved of the controver-
sial decision to invite Sinn
Fein MP Owen Carron to
Britain and urged more
dialogue with the na-
tionalist movement.

Resolution

This year’s model
resolution being promoted
by the LCI for Labour
Party Conference is aimed
at pinning . down the
Labour leadership to con-
ference policy for a united
Ireland by making clear its
opposition to the Unionist
veto exercised at the mo-
ment through the sham
Northern Ireland
Assembly.

. Delegates from as far
away as Glasgow reported
on the growing interest in
Irish politics in Britain,
particularly amongst  the
youth. A fringe meeting
organised by the LCI at
this year’s Labour Party
Young Socialists Con-
ference was attended by
almost one hundred YS
members.

About 80 members at-
tended the AGM which
elected plastic bullets con-
ference organisers Nial
Power and Martin Collins
as secretary and magazine
editor respectively.

A PIECE OF THE ACTION

are hard to come by.
Although the venture
makes sound business:
sense, elected politicians
draw back from approving
the project because of the
hot potatoe of homosex-
uality.

Private investors have
doubts about the com-
munal nature of the
organisation.

Certain

However one thing is
certain. The gay and les-
bian community needs a
new democratically owned
national publication. As
Gay News went into li-
quidation its only com-
petitor in the field, a
publishing concern owned

" by Alex McKenna with a

clutch. of 7 male nudie
magazines to his credit,
announced the launch of a
new newspaper called Gay
Reporter.

Its aims are to be ‘fun,
fun, fun, non political,
and for men only.” If you
want anything else in life
you can forget it.

No Gay News is bad news

— COMPARED to the banner headlines that revealed

Fighting
the cuts
in Ealing ...

EALING’s Tory Council
was intent on saving
£120,000 by cutting
school cleaners’ hours
and getting caretakers to
do ‘handymen’s’ jobs.
For some cleaners it
meant a drop from 20 to
14 hours a week — not
only a loss of wages but
of sick-pay and pension

rights.

NUPE together with
the general ° and
municipal union

demanded negotiation,
which the council refus-
ed. With the teacher’s
union, the NUT, they
organised picketing of
schools to stop scab con-
tract cleaners recruited
by the Tories from get-
ting into schools.

The pickets were suc-
cessful, and soon NUT
members were involved
in widespread unofficial
action.

Pressure on the NUT
executive produced an
official one day strike
last Wednesday. Eight
hundred teachers,
cleaners and caretakers
marched to the Town
Hall.

The council caved in
and agreed to let the
cleaners return to work

under their old contracts
pending negotiations.

But the pressure is be-
ing kept up to make sure
a new agreement will be
acceptable.

A meeting of the
strikers voted
unanimously to resume
picketing after 11 May
and to seek national sup-
port from public sector
unions if Ealing don’t
deliver the goods.

(John Kreeger,
Ealing NUT)

... and

Hounslow

WEST Middlesex Health
Authority is attempting
10 make deep going cuts
in the local hospitals.
They include the

closure of the babies’,
ante-natal and gynaecol-
ogical wards at the West

Middlesex hospital — a
loss of about 50 beds out
of 750.

At Ashford hospital
the men’s ‘surgical ward
is to be shut, and at the
South Middlesex the
ward for infectious
diseases.

The Health authority
are claiming that the
closures are ony tem-
porary. which means
they have no obligation
to consult- with the
unions involved. But
once they’re shut, it’s
likely they’ll stay shut.

The unions are leaf-
letting visitors to the
hospitals and Hounslow
Trades Council will be
holding a public meeting
against the cuts on 16
May, 7.30pm at
Isleworth Town Hall.
(Chris Potter, NUPE
West Middlesex
Hospital)

[Ac tast! civitisation

Soon 1) be back n
the warmth and comfort
of Aumanity ---
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CANVASSING on
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