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TRADE DISPUTES ACT
- T0 BE REPEALED

THE INFAMGOUS AND VICIOUS TRADES

DISPUTES

ACT (1927) IS TO BE REPEALED.

Bvery saction of the working class
movement will welcome this really
important blow at Tery reaction.
There are few measures that the
Labour Government takes to which
we Trotskyists can give wholehearted
support. The Repeal of the Trade
wispubes Act is one of them:.

We are 1609% behind the ELabour
Geovernrment in this stop.

Iniroduced by the Tory reaction as
revenge ror the General Sirike of 1926,
the Trade Disputes Act was a tre-
mendous blow at the democratic
rights of organised Labour. Tts
principal saim was to illegalise poli-
tical strikes and thus hamstring the
workers from sympathetic strikes ot
a widespread character, which . could
be said to coerce the Government.

The Act sought to split the
organised working class by denying
the Civit Servants the right to

affiliate to the Trade Union Congress,
the Labour Party or any other poli-
tical body. It restricted the right to
picket and undermined the enforce-
ment of the political levy.

For 18 years this Act has dangled
as a swoid over the head of the
working class.

TROTSKYISTS PROSECUTED

UNDER ACT

We Trotskyists were the first, and
the only section of the Labour move-
ment to be prosecuted under this in-
famous Act. ‘Comrades Ann Keen,
Heaton ‘Lée, Roy Tearse and Jock

. dinEton; memters o1 the K Wers | T

arrested in connection with the strike
of apprentices that began on the
Tyneside and spread to the Clyde and
geveral other industrial areas. This
strile. was aimed against the un-
popular Bevin: Ballet conscription for
pit labour. .

OQur comrades were charged under
the Trade Disputes Act with “incit-
ing, aiding and abetting”, and “act-

ing in furtherance of an illegal
strike” and tried in the now historic

Newcastiz trial ¥, Here they used
the courtroom te expose the reaction-
ary character of this Act, to expose
the hopeless muddle in the coal-mining
indusiry demanding nationalisation
without compensation and the oper-
ation of the pits under workers con-
tra. as the solution fo the coal crisis
instead of Bevin's Ballot Scheme.

They were found guilty of only one
of the charges levelled against them
—that of “acting in furtherance of
an illegal strike”™.  After spending
a.most three months in jail, awaiting
trial and serving sentence they were
rzleased when the Court of Criminal
Appeal guashed the conviction against
them on the grounds that the Judge
had miadirected the Jury on the legal
interpretation of * furtherance of an
illepral strile.”

This was one of the few but really
important legal victories in working
class Thistory defining the precise
usage of the terms associated with
numerous anti-Labour Laws.

The Tories will try their utmost to
keep this law on the Statute books, to
amend the Act of Repeal and keep
as much as they can, But it does not
seem that they can succeed. The
pressureg from the Trade Unions is
toq great for the Government to
capitulate on this question,

REPEAL OTHER - ANTI-LABOUR

s  LAWS
“wercoming the end ot the ‘Lrads
Disputes  Act the workers must

remember that it was a legsall enact-
ment formulated by the most class
conseious capitalist politicians and
was aimed to destroy working class
democratic rights. Thexe are still
plenty of equally reactionary laws,
such as the Seditions Aect, on the
Statutes. These also must be re-

BY BILL

STRIKE

HUNTER

OVER 2,000 DAIMLER WORKERS IN COVENTRY CAME

OUT ON STRIKE ON
MANAGEMENT’'S ATTEMPT
AGREEMENTS,

JANUARY Zlst

AGAINST THE
TO UNDERMINE EXISTING

THE CONVENOR HAS BEEN AUTHORISED

TO GET IN TOUCH WITH CONVENCRS OF OTHER
FACTORIES IN THE CITY OF COVENTRY, TO ASK THEM
O CALL A TOKEN STRIKE IN SUPPORT OF THE

DAIMLER WORKERS,
Armstrong Siddeley

2/6 per week per worker in support of the Daimler

STATEMENT OF THE
DAIMLER COMPANY
STRIKE COMMITTEE
23rd January, 1946.
For several months ws have been
faced with subtle attempls by the
Management to undermine the con-
ditions we obtained both beéfore the
introduction of the National Arbitra-

tion Award No. 326 and also_ on
Agreements we have reached sincs
that time.

Rate fixers have repeatedly induzed
men to carry on w.th a job with
Iiromise% of a final settlement and_ on
the completion of the job given varicus
hourly rates from 1/9d. to 3/- per
hour. This obvious'y cﬁ.gsed con-
fusion in addition to extra work on
the part of the Shop Stewards.

We, therefore, decided to ask for
the consolidation of the 20/- make up
into the Base Rate in the belief th'qt
we could then rzach a sinndnrd bass
for fixing prices and a.so obtain_‘a
standard figure for any type of job
done on a daywork system,

It mey be asked why we have not
taken this - matter through the
channels of procedure with such A
strong case in our possession_ and th}s
;emds. up to our second c.lmm. It is
well-known that the Daimler have
acquired a short term lease on _thn,
Browns Lane Government Establish-
ment and &1 speed is being put on to
pet the Bus worl: from the Parent

Firm to this factory. quin it must
be obvious that the iime t_ake.n
through procedure would re-act

ag&?nst us and enable the Manage-

and Morris workers are levying themselves

workers.

ment to put the transfer programme
into full effect and thus leave us
weakened or possibly non-existent at
the Main Works. .
We have, therefore, requested that
when jobs or machines are trans-
fContinued on Back Page.)

Itha Goansral’s

.spread sirikes.

Added to these complaints whith
arise out of their daily life the R.A.F.
conscripts are protesting at the role 6f
British troops in the cdionial areas.
This is clear from the entirely poli-
tieal and anti-imperialist slogan raisad
by some of the strikers: “&SHIFS
FOR BLIGHTY—NOT FOR JAVA'”
British servicemen don’t want to be
used as 8. in the colonies, :

To blame these strikes onto *mis-
guided minorities” and  “strile
promoters ” as intimated by A V.M. Sir
Keith Park in official despatches from
South KEast Asia has that old apd
familiar hackneyed ring. It was the
same story that was trotted out
against the coal miners, engineers
and dockers. But if it failed in iz
aim to arouse popular hostility %o
these sections of the working class. ia
war  time, it will fail even more
miserably to do so against the ol
formed workers now that the war is
over, For there is an almost
universal feeling that the lads should
be brought back home. :

The press reports show that the ai:
men conducted themselves in caim
and orderly manner. Having partici-
pated in one of tha first of the R.A¥
demob .demonstrations at Aden, on
Sept 9th last year, I have personsl
experience of the orderly manner in
which the service-men conduct their
protest, ) : B

The * Daily Express’, 20.1.48, how-
ever, features the beating up of a few

a

strike-breakers with the object of
exposing the strikers as a vicious and
unruly mob. The Beaverbrook press
has been sufficiently discredited in the
General Election for notice to hs
taken of this anti-Labour sensation
mongering.

In the days when a serviceman was
considered to be a brainiess marching
and fighting machine, strikes of the
present character would have heen
put down with a real Tory vicicusness
But those days are gone—at lsast for
the present, An entire transforma-
tion of outlook has taken place among
the mass of the workers and middle
class.

With a TLabour Gowvernment in
power and subject to popular pressire
the Colonel Bimps who would lifze to
deal with the strikers” in the tough
old way, are forced to grind their
teeth and let an extra giass of
whisky muffle their threats.

The alarm of the Labour leaders at
the spread of these strikes and the
pressure from the officer caste has
finally forced the Cabinet to declare
that strikes in the R.AF. or any
other service must be regarded as
mutiny. ”

But .any attempt at old-fashioned
repressions  and savage sentences
would meet with immediate and wide-
spread public protest and to sym-
pathetic (and therefore more danger.
ous—for the Government), sirikes.
For that reason it is unlikely that we

{Continued on Back Poge.)
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. WHAT LIES BEHIND
RESIGNATION ?

We can say straight away : this
decision: was not a personal whim: 0¥~
i Aa Eeaivcels 4 zendis
saviour ¥ he has been too valuable to,
the French ruling class, one .of the
few means left to them to gain popular
support. They would never hava
allowed him to resign if it had net
suited their interests,

It is, then, a manoceuvre by the
French capitalist class. To under-
stand why they had recourse.te such
a dramatic step it is necessary te
look a little at the backgreund and
recent history of the crisis.

THE BACKGROUND -—
BREAD RIOTS AND STRIKES

One thing dominates, and in the last
analysis determines the French poli-
tical crisis, and that is the terrible
economic chaos and disruption. One
of the most important elsmenty in
this is the lack of coal Asthough
French coal production is now prac-
tically at its pre-war level, there i3
a great deficit because of the 20
million tons whichs France ussd to
import annually. Ony a tiny fraction
is imported now., The position Is
aggravated because -reconstructiou
requires much greater imports {(some
estimate 100 million tons annually).
As a result, the factories now work
only a 3-day week. Lack of industrial
production, and lack of transport have
aggravated the already grave food

position. The peoasants sell to the
blacks market, i,e. to the rich. The
workers and small employers go
without. . . .

The result is bread riots, and wide-
It is entirely appro-
priate that the latest governmenta)
crisis should have coincided with a

printers strike that made it impossible
for the population to know what was

i,

Koot Uadmion

JAMIES CE

GENERAL DE GAULLE'S

IS IT TRUE THAT HE IS TIRED OF THE
CONTINUOUS POLITICAL BICKERING AND IS RETIRING
FROM POLITICS ALTOGETHER, .

going on: the ‘sconomic and pechitical
factors ‘fusing, ]

.Only a G’b’vemméﬁt "prepared to take

~heroic measures ‘could face up to such

a . situation. But the elections in
October prepared all the conditions
for a state of permanent political
crisis. The three great parties the
M.,R.P. (Catholic *“Radicel's ") and the
Socialist and Communist Parties, each
of approximately equal strength,
sfmost entirely compose the Constit-
uent Assembly. At ths same time the
plebiscite placed great authority in

the hands of deGaulle; since the reply

to the second question whether the
Constituent Assembly should be fully
sovereign or whether the Prime
Minister (elected by the Assemily)
should have sertain powers of legis-
lation independant of the Assembly,
was overwhelmingly in favour of the
latter. The Assembly has a life of 7
months in which it must draft a Con-
stitution, then there will be a general
election.
THE PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT
AND DE GAULLE

The formation of the first Govarn-
ment in November, was accompanicd
by a crisis which showed up the roles
of the three parties and deGaulle.

The. General was elzacted Prem.er,

and assumed the task of forming a |

Government. The three parties all
supported a mild reformist pro-
gramme, drawn up by the National
Councd. of Resistance during the war,
which did not go beyond the confines
of capitalism. But the feormation of
a three-party Government, theoretic-
ally easy, was In practice very
difficult. The M.R.P, fearful of the
Communist Party’s influence, wanted
{Continwed on Back Page.)
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U.S. WORKERS' PICKET LINE -— 1946 MODEL

» Part of the giant barricade of autos, trucks and buses which the workers of Windsor, Ontm:iq,
established last week to successfully block the use of police forces to smash mass picket lines which
thie 10,000 striking Automobile workers (CI1.0.) have maintained for more than 2 months arcund Ford
plants. This blockade on Riverside Avenue is over a mile loasg. (See back page).
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Say “Ships for Blighty,

BY A. MAXEY (Ex RAJF.

15,000 AIRMEN, INVOLVING AT LEAST_ 12 R.AF., STATIONS IN THE MIDDLI
AND FAR EAST HAVE STAGED A MAGNIFICENT DEMONSTRATION AGAINST THI
SLOW RATE OF DEMOBILISATION.

Although this isuthe main issue, the de monstratioms are 2 culmination of grievances on the part
of servicemen arising from!the conditions in which they are forced {o live.
are shortage of rations, clothing, and discomforts in some places “aonsequent on overcrowding,
unbearable climatic conditions—all this added to the general irritation of overseas service.

j animously

as: it -were, into one

Not for Java”

Sgt.)

Among these grievances

OF STATIONS

AFFECTED
SELETA, Singapore
LAHORE, India
CAWNPORE, India
DUM-DUM, India
POONA, India
ALLAHABAD, India
MADRAS, India

. MAURIPUR, India
PALAM, India
KANSHRAPARA, India
ALMAZA, Egypt
LYDDA, Palestine

LIS

The leading spokesman of.__the
Russian delegation to UN.Q. is now
Comrade Vishinsky ”, ex-Menshevil
and former opponent of the Bolshe-
viks, who has found high favour and
% very good living in the Russia of
Stalin,’
He is familiar to us in another ro.e
a8 the man who prosecuted and sent
to their death the majority of Len.ns
comrades 1 arms in the Russian KHe-
cluiion during the infamous Mozscow
trials.

‘'nie capitalist press has almost urn
recrdled  that  Vishinsky
was a famous prosecutor. They have
meéentioned him in connection with the
trial of Metro-Vickers agents in 1935
But not a whisper about the role of
Vishinsky in the most sensations]
trials that have ever been staged—
the Moscow: trials.

Even A, J. Cummings who had a
lot to say on the Moscow trials as
an anti-Boelshevik and pro-Stalinist
had a cenveniently blank memory on
thiz occasion. Was it because of the
embarrassing gquestions that would
immediately spring to the mind of
his readers if he dared to mention tha
Moscow trlalg 7 '

The aY.eged evidence
the cream.of Lenin’s Political Bureau
were convicted and slaughtered by
Stalin was that these old Bolsheviks
madé a deal with Hitler and the
Nazis. That they were plotting against
the Soviet Union together with the
Nazis !

Now, it is poseible to test the truth
of the alleged evidencs presented at

the.ygﬁgg' g_mw in.the Clanalbovaa
2 uremberg. o

splracies it ig claimed by the British,
American, PFrench and Russian Gov-
ernments, are being brought out into
the light of day.

Hvery National daily and Political
weekly received copies of the fetters
from the Secretary of the R.CP,
Comrade Jock Haston, to the Prime
Minister; to Hartley Shawcross—the
British prosecuting counsel at Nurem-
berg and to the Russian prosecutor,
recaling the confessions made in the
Moscow trials and demanding that
these confessions be verifled or re-
futed by the evidence now in the
hands of the Allied intelligence at
Nuremberg., But our letters were mici
with a conspiracy of ailence.

On pags 4 wd@ publish the letter

upon which

Ye " Nazi ot ihe

RUDOCLEFH

HESS

DEMAND THE EVIDENCE

“The principles of this agreement
asl Trotsky velated, were finally
claborated and adopted during Trot-
sky's meeting with Hitler's deputby,
Hess” — VERBATIM REPORT.

-MOSCOW TRHEALS.

from Comrade Haston f{o
Atdlee and his reply.

Here we will conclude by asking
Vishinsky who will read this issue of
the ““ Socialist Appeal”, why don’t you
complete your task of 1936-1937 and
1938 when you sent to their death the
Old Bolgheviks, and prove at Nurem-

Meajor

berg your foul dander that Trotskv
T L et R -
“fake “evidence” yoll presented at

Moscow will not stand the slightest
independent ihvestigation ?

And to the Hditor of the *Daily
!Workcr ” we ask the questions: Why
idon’t you, who were so eager to
slander the Trotskyista as Hitler's
agents, answer our letter om the
Moscow-Nuremberg trials 7 Why are
yvou so silent about the alleged link-
up between Trotsky ard Hess at the
present moment 7 Why don't you de-
mand, together with the Trotskyists,
that for the sake of justice and his-
torical truth, a special commlittee of
working class representatives be set
up, to investigate in public during the
trial at Nuremberg, the alleged cen-
inection which you were writing about
ionly a few years ago?

THE
CAL

the

BY

“Times ™,

| As reported in
25.1.46 : .

“Mr. FOOT (Plymouth, Devonpert,
Lab.) asked the Home Seceretary for
what purpose the rooms of Adolfo

Caltabiano, of Nassington Road,
N.W.3, were Iately raided by the
police,

Mr. EDE—My information is that
there has been no such raid
(Laughter.) )

Mr, Xoot.—If “there was no vaid

there must have been a burglary, and
will the Home Secretary underfake
an inquiry into this case to ensure
that both in the case of the alleged
raid and the burglary there has beesn
no politica] victimjzation? Mr, EDE,
—No, I have made inguiries. The
police called at this gentleman’s
address in October, 1945, to make en-
quiries about a ferocious dog.
(Laughter,) A summons was issued
and. the matter would havie come
before the court, but unfortunately
the gentleman was certified insane.
(Loud and prolenged laughter.)

Mr. FOOT.—Is the Home Secretary
aware that the landlady, who has
certainly not been certified as insane,
alleges that some political literature
‘was taken away, and that this gzentle-
§mu.11 now being ‘carried- off to some
‘mentad home i, in fact, a highly
respectable person who advocates the
highly respectable creéd of anarch-
ism ?, (Laughter.) Will the Home
Secretary make further inquiries to
ensure that his department dees carry
out the principles of tolerance fto
which he has paid tribute ¢ Mr.
EDE.—I havie made the most caretul
ingquiries from the moment that my
hon, friend’s guestion appeared on the
Paper. I am satisfied that the answey
I gave is correct, and I regret to say

D. JAMES

that a great many wery respeoctable
ipeople are, in fact, from time to time
certified insane, (Laugher.)

Mr. FOOT gave notice that he
would raise the matter on the adjounrm-
ment.”’

CHUTER EDE'S “JOKB”

| Leaving aside the question
taste—jokes about mental
are in  these enlightened days,
frowned upon in any vesptctable
music hall-—it may comc as a surprise
to many psople to learn that the self-
satisfted humour of these ' workers’
representatives ” was in faet s cynical
cover to one of the most disgraceful
cases of pd.itical persecution in
recent times.

Adolfo Caltabiano is an old militant
anti-Fasciast, a Sicilian. After years
of persecution by Mussclini’s police,
after fighting 58 a Captain in
the Spanish Republican Navy in the
war against Franco, snd wandering
‘through Europe as a politieal refuges,
he came to this country in 1940, He
was interned-—-as an anti-Fascist—
some time before IMaly entered the
war. Affer his release he continurd
political activity, which frequently
orought him into collision with the
authorities. He has demanded to be
allowed to return to Itely ever sincu
the invasion of Sicily, but this has
been consistently refused.

Ar a consistent Anarchist, flghting
against “all forms of Governmani',
he has denounced ai. the hypoecrisy of
the ruling classes. *

ARRBRESTED AT HYDE PARK

Recently he has besn arrested e
Leasf than five times in the course of
molice raids on the sellers of prlitical

(Continwed on Back Page.)

of
disorders




SOCIALIST

APPEAL

FEBRUARY, 1944.

SOLDIER

the reaction of & non-politicail soldier

printed below In part s

who is being compelled to wage

by the DBritish Labour Govermment
against the Indonesian  people “on
behalf of Dubch Imperialism.

Of course, he c’im\s-; not andersiaadg

the bitterness of the Indonesian people
Brartaeh

whe have broken the chains of

cedonial  slavery. T-amaed  and Wb
cyuipped, they  have resorted o
desperate measures of guerilla war

against the policy of reprisals and

razing of a Ma Iiitler,
by the
ter to
than

fneperialist yokoe.

entire villugoes

British authorities, They pre-

dic in uncguaal combat rather

accept  submnission  fo foreign

beginnings of &#hn
the  Labour

Iere we see the
disiliusionment with
Govermmment., Labour workers | Ehe
watd  the withdrawal of the troops
from’  Java ! Lel ihe

people decide their own fate ! — Kd.

" December, 1945,

2
>

T Dear 1 ]
Now that I have
I am glad f{o sece that
I am O.K. myself so far,
these uneivilised people cerry on 1
pever know just when oy game is
going to be ended, I am not kiddiog
you B, I have never prayed so
often in my life as [ am doing now.
You have no idea just how the silly
British Government. were fooled into
this mess, We came here to disarm
the Japs and while we were here the
yellow Duteh asked us to protect their
women and kids as they were being
murdered by gangs of hooligans.
But we weren't long here until wo
learned the bitter truth, that instea:d
of having to fight hooligans we were
up against.a well organised party of
uncivilised people  who - had been
downtrodden hy the Dutch for years.
S0 we have beve\ﬂ woll and tmuly left
e TR T
I suppose’ in 4 way we were hicky |
in being sent to Batavia instead of
any of the central towns as--the
Indian troops and Artillery in thease

heard from you
yvou are O
Buer the way

Indonesian |

places have had to come through
 HELL and have lost a big number
of men. %

e Ay, £ R T

But what gets me B. . . is the fact
that people back home don't seem to
be aware of our-predicament and you
can rest assured that the Government
won't enlighten them any. In a way;
ol course, I am glad as my wife would
worry herself to death if she really
knew just how much danger I am
really in.  3he s bad enough now with
what little news is i the Blighty
papers and-~keeps on telling me to
tale care of myscll {as if she necds
to tell mel) )

I have just geot to
every time I write to her,

tell her lies
so 1 wish to

God we were oul of the whole thing
ag L will be a nervous wreck if it
lasts much longer., I am afraid lo
sleep st nights in case we aus
attacked, We have lost a few men
oursclves since we eame here, In
fact BB . ., the night I received your
leiter one of our Corporals went out
and has never been seen since. I
ctried oy best to keep him in that

night as he was E ., . of a druni,
but he wouldn’t listen to me and now
he has gone for ever And he isn't

the first to go out like that B.

S0 write to me straight away B . . .

and ict me know how things arc with

(lucky) you

old pal,
B...

CORRECTION

Newcastle-on-Tyne,
21.1.46.

Socialist Appeal”.

Your

To the ¢
Prear Comrade,

I wish to draw your attention to
faulty proofing in the January issue
off the ¢ Socialist Appeal®. In the
article of D James, on page 4, there
appears a lengthy quetation from Kax!l
Marx's work SThe  C fmque

“The-quote beging in Column 3 with
a comment by Marx from the Goths

Programme itself, and ends on
Column 2, line 2. Because of the
faulty proofing this is not clear and

it can cven be deduced (falsely) that
Comrade James thinks Marx not only
wirole “'The Critigue of ihe Gotha
Programme!”, but also the Programmao
Adtself

Ted Phillips.
Comrade Phillips is correct, and we
apolagise to our.readers for the faulty

| pooling

256 Harrow Foad,

DEAR COMBADIS,

The Finaace Commitles
the response to the £500
Campaign ¥Fund, which

is prowd of |

London, W.2, L

Expansion ;
exceeded the |
| ranch

target by L171 1%s, 8d. Indeed, the
self  sacrifice of  our weaders wand
syimpathisers b o demonstration that

unent will grow and expaid
in the tecth of all difficultics
and obstacles.

OQur chief task now, is to stubilise
the finances of our Parly and its Press
wround a vegular sourcee of fncome
which will enable wus o redain the
achicvements of the Expaosion Can-
perign  Fund. in other wonds, we
require the systematic  collection  of
money for the upkeep of the Party;
the main burden of which should be
shared with our sympathisers who pay
in normal contributions to the Party
Funuls. The keynote is, therefore, a
continuation of the Expansion Foand
Since the Expansion Fund concluded,
the flow of money to the .centre has
fallen drastically. It is not enough to

our

have periodic  bursis, Daul sastainod
cffort is necessary.
For this purpose we are abming at

building a regular Fighting Fund of
E150 o month. As a start, we propose
setting  the darglet of £250 to be
collected ovier a period of two months,
The closing date will he Apuil  §th,
The hackbone of the collections will be
through the mediom  of “ Special
Subseribers’ Cards ” for the “ Socialist
Apeal” These cards will be designed
for . recorvding  the rvegulakr donations
from friemds ol the Parly awd the
“Socialist Appeal” Local Branches
will be made responsible for distri-
buting {he cards aud coliceting the
money. Al monies collected by each
Branch will naturally go to- its pap-
ticular target figure.

Here is an opportunity
friends amd ‘sympnthism‘s

for our
o render

-

real . assistance, withoul necessarily
Being members of the R.OP. We

want to reach the target on the basis
| of these Subscribers Cards if possible,
CThat will be a real demonstration of
SURPOrt amonp our readers,

We have set the tavget for each
in line with the experience
derived from the Expansion Campaign
Fund, and should any Branch have
queries or objections, we should be
glad if they would inform us without
delay.

With all best wishes,
ATKINSON, National Treasurer.
HEALY, (‘rimi}hl]!,!l Qrganiser,

b,
{x.

PROPOSED LIST OF TARGETS

Fovees Comrades ... £50
Central Office .................. 50
Hendon ... 10
Souwth West London ... 19

Newceastle
London Distri
Glasgow
Sheflield ..........
Norih Lenidon ...
West Londoun
Neath
South K
Southall .o n.ns
Birmingham ..
Liverpool  .oooooiviineeienns,
Hast London
Ediaburgh
Leeds ...,
Nottingham
Thames Valle
Coventr)
Basthourne
Norwich
Cannocic
ilford
Newark ... :
Cheltenban and (xlnuccstl’
Enfield
Oxford

Commititee

[unmis{,akeab]y clear,

S0 yvou can see for yourself just
how lucky you were in not being
gont 1o ther Seaforths, 1 will close
now B . .. so when you pray put in |

a word for me as I certainly need it. |

the o -

FOLLOWING

lyde

Demand
Control

BY R. TEARSE

rsS

Workers

UPON THE MASS MEETING CALLED BY THE GLASGOW BETW DING-

WORKERS CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, AND HELD ON JANUARY 6th (REPORTED IN THE

LAST ISSUE' OF THE

All the dimportant building sites in
Glasgow and the surrounding Lanark-
shire districts were stopped, and
despite intensely cold weather more
than 1,500 workers marched through
the streets of Glasgow to a final rally-
ing meeting. (It is estimated by the
“Daily Express” that at the moment
little more than approximately 3,500
workers are engaged in the bmldmg_
industry in Glasgow)

The importance of this demonstra-
tion les largely in the fact that it
cceurred  immediately  after the
announcement of the recent wage in -
crease of 3&d. per hour (4d. for.
English workers)., And there can be
no doubt that from the point of view
of the organisers ot the demonstra-
tion it was a success, as the recent
increase would have the ecffect of:
dampszning the militancy tU a certain
extent.

The mood of the demonstrators was
and,when ‘this is
congidered side by side with the
magnificent  spirit  shown- by the
London workers in recent months, it
constitutes a warning to the Building

" SOCIALIST
"AND DEMONSTRATION WAS

1| isation

APPRAL ™)
HELD ON WEDNESDAY,

employers and the Union leadership
that they will not be allowed to trifle
much lorger with the demands of the
building rank and fiie.

MIEATANT SLOGANS AND
BANNERS

Emulating their London Brothers,
the demonstrators headed the proces-
sion with a coffin, inscribed with the
words “The only Contenfed Building
Worker”, This was followed by
banners caryving slogans, taken from
their policy adopted at the mass meet-
ing. Some of the most outstanding
were : “3/6 per howwr for Tradesmien,
2/6% for Labkourers and the Guaran-
teed Weelt of 44 houwrs”, ‘ National-
without Compensation; ”,
“ Workers Contrel”, “End the Indus-
trial Truce”, “FPayment by Results fov
T.U. Officials Only”, “We Want a
National Rank and Fite Committes”,

“One Union fer All  Builkdling
Workers 7, cte. etq.
Three deputations ware sent from

the demonstration {o the Secretary of
the Employers Federation, (Scotland}

a FHALF -
JANUARY 16th,

DAY TOKEN STRIKE

who refused to deal with “ unoflicial
bodies; = the Glasgow . Corporation
Housing Convencer, whont they failed te
contact; and McTaggart the Secerctary
of the N.F.B.T.O. (Scotlrnd). The
atitude of the latier was interesting,
The deputation renorted a friendly re
ception, no doubt due to a recognition
of the determined mood of the
workers and an unhealthy recollection
ol the manner in which Coppock was
forced to climb down in London.

OFFICIALS FFAR MILITANCY

Invited to come and state his posi-
tion to the demonstration, McTaggart

refused to do so. His reason was that
, he would thereby jeopandise pending
negotiations with the employers ! As
though the best argument to preser_lt
to any body of employers is not the
solid backing of the rank and file.

The {ruth is that these “leaders”
undoubtedly fcel more at home in the
company of the employers than the
rank and file of their dwn Unions, are
reluctant to face the rank and file,
egpacially when in such a determined
mood. Any {fighting Union lsader
would have come fo the ranlk and file,
taken up their demands, and said to
the employers, " grant them, or elge”
‘Who could doubt that they would
reee’ve the overwhelming support of
the building workers, and, indeed, the
other seetions of the working class ?

It was significant that the local and
natioral newspapers plaved down this
demonstration, after having given
great publicity a few days earlier to
a tirade by MceTaggart against this
rank and file movement. ’

But the rank and file have not yet
said the last word. The spokesman
of the Campaign Commitiee, Bro.
MceGuinness, pointed out, amid tre-
mendous acclamation, that this was
only the beginning and that now, after
having made their position clear, their
immeadiate task was to get down “to the

| organisation of a solid rank and file

movement, Thus, they could trans-
form the present ad hoc body into a
really representative committee, cover=-
ing every building worker in Glasgow
and district,” linking themselves up
with: the building ‘workers in other

- districts. and thug.sequip - themselves

Revolutionary
Communist
Programme

Nationalisafion, of the Bank of
England, the Big Five Banks and
Iand, the mines, transport and all
big industry without compensa-
fion; and the operation of these
enterprises under the control of
workers’ committees,

Confiscation of all' war profils;
all company books -to be open to
inspection by trade unions and
workers’ comunittees to counter
the financial and economic sabot-
age of Big Business.

Distribution of food, clothes, fuel
anid other consumers' goods in
short supply under the control of
commitliees elected from the
co-ops, distributive trades, fae-
tories, housewives and small
shop-lieepers. A
The control and allecation wof
existing housing space in ihe
hands of  tenants’ commitiees;
state financed mational house-
building plan directed by the
building trades unions and tenants
committees.

A rising scale of wages fo meet
the increased cost of diving with
a guaranteed minimum and full
maintenance for the unemployed;
turnover of Government and
other war plants to the production
of consumers’ goods; a sliding
scule of hours to absorh the un--
employed without wage reductions.
Abolition of the Monarchy and the
House of Loxrds; full electoral
rights from the age of 18 yeaxs;
and fuil political rights for men
and women in the forces; the im-
mediate repeal of the Trade Dis-
putes Act and all other strike
breaking and anti-labour laws,

Clear out the reactionary anti-
labour officer caste from the
armed forces; for the election of
officers from the ranks.

Abolish conscription; for the dis-
solution of the standing army and
its substitution by a workers’
militia oxrganised under control
of werkers’ committees; for the
establishment of military schools
by the Trade Unions at the ex-
pense of the State for the training
of worker officers,

Unconditional defence of the
Soviet Union against all imperial-
ist powers; {full economic c¢o-
operation, credit grants and other
aid for the reconstruction. of
Sovief economy.

Full and immediate freedmm for.
India. and_the. other ' colfonies to.

w

®©
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thoroughly for a determined; uUnited,
struggle against their -abominable
conditions. ;

“ Natiionalisation is not intended primarily to benefit the miner.
fo be considered, the interests of the nation, our export tiade, and all that.”

’ ' ":
TIONALISATIC

BY J. DEANE

There is the coal censumer
So spoke Mr.

Shinwell, * Sociakist ” Minister of Fuel and FPower, in Glasgow on January 17th.

In .simple language this statement |
means that the coal indusiéry is not
being nationalised in the interest of
the miners and workers who pl‘u,eld‘
the Labour Government in power, but
in the interest of the Gdt[nta;llstb and |
industrialists. By the “coal con-
sumer ”  is not mecant the worker-
consumer, but the big indastrial- con-
sumers who will git on the Consumer’s
Council and have a directing influence
upon the administration of the mines.

Speaking a few days later to the
Ameriearn Chamber of Commerce in
London Mr. Shinwell placed his finger
on the issue. He said : “ We have to
cheapen the cost of production because
this industry ministers to the needs
of the basic element of production.”
Shirwell thus makes it clear that the
Nationalisation Bill is a state-
capitalist measure, dictated by the-

will mean cheaper coal. The ex;pcnt
industries, particularly the steel and
Vauxiliary industries, will buy coal at
a cheaper price and will therefore be |
able to reduce the price of export com- !
modities and compete morz efficiently
on the world capitalisi market. 'This ;
is “primarily” the purpose of the
Nationalisation Bill,

Lest there be doubt that the neceds
and cond.tions of the miners were the
last consideration in the Nationalis-
ation Bill, Mr. Shiowell again stated
in  his speech to the American
Chamber of Commerce :

“But there must be a provige that
such cheapening must be consistent,
so far as practicable, with decent
and human standards of living for
those employed In the industry.”

COAL-OWNERS COMPENSATED

needs of capitalist economy.
The nationalisation, reorganisation, |
and consequeni inecreased production,

‘from

If ore considers that the cost of
the nationalisation scheme, to bz paid
public taxes, will be in the

reg.on of £20 millions a year, and that
£150 millions will be loaned i{o the
Coal Board from the proceeds of the

industry, To pay these fabulous
sums and at tha same time
reduce’ the price of ooal for in-

dustiries and’ export can only mean
increased sweat for the miners.

Precisely here is the role of the
tr aitomus union - leaderships. The
leadeirship of the Mineworkers' Union
has undertaken the production drive
on behalf of the Government. Horner,
a " Communist”, is the Dr. Ley! The
miners are to be exhorted to increase
their aliready inhuman sweating—for
the benefit of capitalist industry and
the coal owners who are gluaranteed
a profit of £9% millions a year in the
form of compensation,

CAPITALIST MANAGERS
TO STAY ¢

The entire administration. is, accord-
ing to Mr. Shinwell, “to be in the
hands = of " business corperation,
administering this great national in-
dustry for thie public well-being.”
“This is ‘to be a fair field for men
of Wusiness capaclty and other .guali-

£

ficetions,” The mines will not only
| minister to the needs of capitalist in-
dustry but it will remain in the con-
trolling hands of capitalist manageis
tand technicians,

Small wonder that the coal-owners

have accepted the Government’s

alisation Bill! Their oniy
i dema.nd is that compensation
; Should be paid in ecash and not

Government bonds. Not a thing is to
"be changed—except " that the whole
‘burden, the whole cost of reorgan-
isation and the production of cheaper
coal is placed on the shoulders of the
miners and the workers as a whole,

“UNOFFICIAL DISPUTES TO
STOP” — SHINWELL
Aldl the disciplinary measures

necessary to drive the miners will be
(Continued in next Coluwmmn,)

tzﬁo‘ﬁ‘ammxﬁf TOTI 01 BOveIn- -
ment; the immediate thhdrdwal
of Bntlsh tloops from all colonial
countries,

Il. Against secret diplumacy and a
peace of vengeance and plunder;
against race hatred—anti-semit-
ism," Vansittartism and the colour
baxr; for the withdrawal of
British troops from Europe and
Asia and for a peace based upon
the self-determination of the .
peoples . of Europe, Asia and the
World,

12. Fall support and active co-
operation with the European
workers for the overthrow of
capitalism "and the establishment
of the United Socialist States of
Europe; unity with the worlkers
and exploited masses of all lands

in the struggle for World
Socialism.
used by  the Labouwr Government,
Toresceing an increase in miners’

strikes against low wages and filthy

conditions, Mr. Shinwell, in This
Glasgow speech stated: “I econsider
that unofficial disputes should sop.

I am contemplating as a last resovt
drastic action.”

The present Nationalisation Bill of
the Labour Government in no way-
differs from the measures taken in
other capitalist countries-—including
Germany, It is a measure dictated by
the needs of ° capitalism and has
nothing in common with socialism.

Only the operation of this industry
under worlers' control and the
abolition of compensation’ can solve
the problems of the coal industry and
better the chnditions of thm miners

and the working -class,

“BECOME

The following is a translation.of
a letter from a Belgian miner to
“La Lutte Ouvricre?”, Belgian
Trotskyist paper. It seems to be an
echo of the antics of the Will
Lawthers of this country :

“Become a Miner > —
A Super Cynical Filin
“Comrades,

At the instigation of the Stalinist
party the Van Acker government
has released a - film  entitled
“Become a Miner”. On December
5th, this fllm was shown at the
‘Trianon"” cinema at Charleroi,
amd proveked hootings and pro-
testations from the auwdience.

With the most complete cynicism
thls film “ illustrates ¥ in effect ithe
“ prosperity of the miner”. To en-
tice the workers to the mines it
shows the miners’ families living
very happily in pretty little villas,
and earning wages that enable them

|

A MINER.”

to enjoy a comfortable stundard of

kiving. But the majority of the
spectators  ‘were, like myself
miners.  Far often than not they

live in hovels, or in shaunties dating
from thé other war. Their children
are puny, as a result of the
privations imposed on them by the
system of exploitation under which
the miners are forced fo worls
Though stil} young, the greater
part of the miner-audisnce would
be forced onto disablement pension
at an early age, at rates that still
would not enable . them to have
necessary attention, But the film
showed nothing of ali this ! i
The show finished with some
songs rendered by employees of the

Ministry of Labour, dressed as
mine workers de luxe, But this
get-wp  will be part of their
expenses — hecaluse the hald

emptied. ., . -
A. BAEYENS, Gily.
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U.N.O. THIEVES

@® The first assembly of the so-called “united Nations

Organisation ”, now meeting in London was designed to inspire
the peoples of the * victorious ” mnations that their rulers are
seriously and gemuainely bent on solving the problems of the world
and achieving world peace.

@® Tories and Liberals, Labourites and Stalinists — all vie with
each other in proclaiming the new future for mankind that
opened up with the creation of the United Nations Organisation.

@® But from the first few days it has become clear — even to

the self-blinded — that the “ United Nations” are not so
united after all. Indeed, that they are disunited over quite a
number of problems. The hopes of the masses are being replaced
by scepticism. ‘

@ Lenin called the League of Nations, forerunner 61' UNOD., a
* Thievies Kitchen ”. The same can be readily said of U.N.O.
The addition of Russia does not transform the character of the new

Thieves Klitchen. -

® U.N.O.is a continuation of the war alliance between America,
Russia and Britain, The satellite states are brought into the

Assembly, not to decide the fate of the world on the basis of a

free and equal vote, but for stage effect. Nothing more. The

same economic and military pressure is bronght inte play as before|

the war to keep the small states in litie. on all important questions.

® The real functions of U.N.O., which excludes not only the

- ex-enemy states, but the majority of mneutrals, is wot to
preserve world peace, but to parcel out the spheres of influence,
control of territories and econcmic pickings that accrue to the
vietors in the World War just concluded,

® Power lies in the Security Council, and not in the Assembly.

More exactly :.in the hands of the Big Three, rather than in
the Security Council. All the principal questions are solved behind
the scenes by the Big Three, in secret discussions. Only minor
questions -of detail not always possible to solve quietly and

" . , tion. Of the 18 comrades who suc-
amicably behind closed doors are brought out into public for an |cessively  constituted the Executive
airing.' % Committee of our party between 1940

@® Such was the case when Persia, pushed on by Britain, raised

the guestion of Kussian troops and the activities of the Russian
Government iin the Province of Azerbaijan, Such was the case
when the Stalinist delegates countered by raising the question of
the activities of British troops in Greece and Java.

@ Despite the biuster of Bevin, the Russian action was a strong
moral blow at Bnitain, The fact that the Russian dele-
- gates raised the activities of British troops, not as a means of
__—denonncing imperialist oppression, net 584 -h
- activities of British and the other imperialists in these countries,
or to issue a revolutionary call to the countries oppressed by
foreign imperiafism, but, as a diplomatic weapon in the game of
power politics — this fact will not go unnoticed by internationalists
and class conscious workers, These acts do mnot enlighten but
disorientate the best sections of the workers who still have Husions
in Stalinist Russia.

@ The “ good will ¥ of the imperialists was shown for what it is
when the questiom of mandated territories was discussed.
Bevin stated that His Majesty’s Government was prepared to tura
over the terrifories which were mandated to Britain by the League
of Nations, te the Trusteeship Council of the Unifed Nations—other
thar Palestine and Transjordan—which: were special cases !
However, lest there be any illusions as to what this meant, Bevin
explained that Britain still ¢ intends to administer these territories
unti} they are ready for self govermment or independence ” ! This
simply means oppressing the colonial peoples in the mandated
territories with the same policeman wearing a different badge.

@ - As to the new territories torn from Italy and Japan, President

Truman has staked the claim of the American imperialists to
“all former Japaness BPacific islands essential to the nations’
{American) security.,” Of course, as the administering authority
under the new mandates trusteeship! And what the Yanks domn’t
want, well, that “ could be placed under the collective trusteeship
of the United Nations.” -

@ Without the destruction of the great imperialist powers and

the introdudtion wof Saocialist society, a third world war,
beginning with the atom bomb which the nations are feverishly
developing in greatest secrecy, is as inevitable as the first two
world wars.

@® From this Assembly the working class can expect nothing, nor

can the oppressed colouial masses. The same economies will be
pursued with trade wars, crises, and unemployment. The same
blows will be delivered against the colonial siaves.

@ [If there are sections of the oppressed who look to U.N.O. with

ilkusions and bright hepes for the future, these illusions and
hopes will be shattered within a few short years at most. And
these people will not forget the false prophets in their midst who

masquerade as sociakists and communists, and who helped to |

create illusioms in U.N.O. instead of exposing it for what it was,

a Thieves' Kitchen.

@® The workers want an international organisation that will unite
the workers and oppressed peoples of the world and build up

society in peace. But the Trotskyists say to the workers that

such an organisation must be built and controlled by the working

class. It must not separate victors from wvanqguished and unite

the oppressor capitalists with the oppressed working class,

@ The workers -of the defeated nations must be united with the |

workers of the victorious nations. German with French and
British, Japanese with British and American, For that Kind of
unity the programme of the Fourth (Trotskyist) International
prepares the workers. For that kind of unity the Parties of the
Fourth International strive every day.

@ Only the destruction of capitalism, nationally and inter-

naltionally, the formatfion of the Socialist United States of
Europe, of the Americas, the Asiatic countries and of the World,
only by this means will it be possible to create a World Assembly

themr wé mourn particularly the loss
of comrade Leon Leseil, the foremost

and 1944, only three escaped arrest.

opened the sessions of the Comgness:

of the Workers' interesis!” will be-

BRUSSELS, Helgium.

four regular voting delegates,

| TROTSKIST

BY K. GERMAIN

a delegate of the Eurspean

Secretariat of the Fourth International, as well as representatives
from the British, French and German Trotskyist parties actively

participated in all the dicussions! of the Congress,

Our comrades of tha Dutch party,
prevented at the last moment from
sending their delegate, sent a wire
expressing their fraternal greetings.

This Congress was the first held by
the Revolutionary Communist Paxty
(Parti Communist Revolutionnaire)
since the “liberation.” It thus gave ,
the party an opportunity to present to
its members and sympathizers, as well
as to the entire working class of the’
country, a balance sheet of several
vears' activity. It is a balance sheet
of which no one need he ashamed.
Fifty issues of “Lo Voie de Lenine
(Lenin’s Road) (cemtral organ of the
party) were issued illegally; 15 under-
ground papers were published in
Flemish; dozens of leaflats were put
out in Freanch, German, Flemish and
Polish; five pamphlets were pninted
and published in illegality. That con-
stitutes material proof of our incessant
activity during the whole jperiod of
the Nazi occupation. This is evidence
which shows that not for a single
ingtant did we relax our struggle for
the program of the Fourth Inter-
national. :

MANY MARTYRS

For this activity, the P.C.RK. had to
pay a heavy price indeed. Twently of
our outstanding militants fell in the
ceurse of the illegal struggle, Among

leader of the party before the war,
and comrade A, Leon, National Secre-
tary of the puarty during the occupa-

Four returned to wus alive from the
Nazi prisons., Three others wenrs Killed
by the Hitlerite butchers,
The Presiding Committee which
totalled among themselves alone more
than 18 years of captivity in the con-
cehtration camps.,

PAPER BANNED ; j

The government banned its _cén’_gfa_li

the organization of a campaign of
regular political forums in all parts
of the country; a program of public-
ation of low priced agitational pain-
phlets. The first pamphlet, dealing
with the problem of pensions, met
with considerable success. By Novem-
ber 4, the day after its plublication,
more than 1,700 had already been
sold, The Congress likewiss decided

-on, the progressive transformation of

“La Lutte Quvriere” (The Workers’

Struggle), leading paper of the party,

into a big popular Weekly.
POLITICAL RESOLUTIONS

While the Congress placed special
importance on the organizational
questions, it did not of course neglect
its ,political work, which is correctly
gonceived by our party as decisive.
After a very intense pre-Congress dis-
cussion carried on in all branches of
thé party, which produced consistent
clayification on all political problems,
three main documents werne adopted by
the Congress.

A resolution on “The Advance of
Barbarism and the perspectives of the
Proletarian Revolution”, “The Pres-
ent Situation in Belgium and the

. Immediate tasks of the Party”, and

finally, the Congress worked out a
Program of Action and adopted a re-
gsolut'on on the situation in  the
U.8.8.R. and on ths situation in the
countries occupied by the U.S.8.R.

GREETINGS TO THE
INTERNATIONAL

With great joy and pride the closing
session of the party Congress re-
affirmed its attachment to and com-
plete confidence in the only surviving
International, the Fourth. The P.C.R.,
together with its French sister section,
began in 1942 the work of recon-
structing the revolutionary centre in
Furope and took the most active
part in the work of the European
Conference of the Fourth Internationat
which united, under the very noses of
the Gestapo, the representatives of

' FIVE different sections somewhers in
“Hurope.

Today TEN KEuropean sec-

The Fifth National Comgress of the,
Revolutionary (Jommunist Party, Belgian Section of the Fourth
International, met here ¢n November 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Twenty-

This group of militant workers, led
by MicKean, ex-provincial leader of the
L.P.P., was expelled in the midst of
an internal discussion equal to the
recently held Browder-Foster dis-
cussion in the American Stalinist
organisation. The official statement
issued by the L.P.P. was that MicKean
and his followers in British Columbia
had been “convicted” of spreading
‘“glanderous ”’ statements against Tim
Buck and the leadership of the L.P.P.

The programme of this newly
formed “Canadian Communist Party’
clearly demonstrates the far-reaching
political differences of these militant
workers with the poliey of Stalinism.
Their policy statement reads in part:

‘“As a separate class, the economie
and political interests of the working-
class can only be served by an inde-
pendent political party whose policies
represent the best interests of labour.

“The Labour Progressive Party
posing as a Marxist Party of the
working class, has falsely advised the
workers that their interests could best
lo served by collaborating with the
employers; they falsely promised full
employment, prosperity and security;
they falsely advocabed that labour’s
interests up’w]:d.‘ be served by entering
the government with, the capitalist’s
own party—the Liberal party-—in the
form of a Liberal Labour coalition
government. The policies of the
Labour Progressive Paxrty have been
designed meore to utilise the trade
union movement te secure votes and
forae the C.C.F. to agree to a saw-off
in the division of parliamentary seats
by the hypoecritical use of the slogan
“Iabour unity” than to genuinely
defend the true interests of the mem-
bership of the trade unions.

“Dominated by a bureaucratic top
leadership which forced the member-
ship to accept ready-made policies
without any democratic discussion, the
L.P.P. by machine-like tactics, has, on

STALINI

NEW C.P.

FORMED

THE DECEMBER 1945 ISSUE O “ LABOUR CHALLENGE ",
CANADIAN SOCIALIST PAPER, REPORTS THE FOBMATION
OF A “ CANADIAN COMMUNIST PARTY ” BY A GROUP OF
WORKERS EXPELLED FROM THE © LABOUR PROGRESSIVE
PARTY 7, THIE CANADIAN STALINIST ORGANESATION.

maany oceasions, succeeded in prevail-
ing upon the membership of the trade
unions te accept policies against their
own hest interests.

o, . the L.F.P. can no longar be
considered as a bona fide workers’
party but rather as a seconds Social
Democratic reform party; copied after
the C.C.F. but competing with the
C.CGF. for the working class vote.

“The C.CF. has a propgramme of
reforms and extension of public
ownership which in no wise corres-
ponds fto a programme of scientific
socialism. : or the kind of programme,
strategy and factic necessary to give
a correct lead to the working class in
its day to day problems.” .

And then, under the heading : “ For .
Am Independent Class Party of the
Working Class ”, the statement out-
lines its general objectives: the
establishmen: of working class power
through the methods of Marxism-
Leninism,

Despite imvortant omissions—the
nature of Stalinism, the causes for the
degeneration of the Third Inter-
national, open recognition of the nzed
for an international based upon
Leninism snd Trotskyism—this pro-
gramme of these communist workers
is a great step forwsard and will have

profound repercussionsa in the
Canadian Stalinist crganisations.
In every country the advanced

workers are moving to a collision with
the counter-réveolutionary and reform-
ist policies of Stalinism. In Britain
this has already taken the form of a
revoll, as vet elementary, against the
policies of the British “ Communist”
Party which has become the champion
of state-capitalism :

QOur Canadian comrades will, we are
sure open up discussions, with a view
to bringing these Communist workers
into the ranks of the Fourth Inter-
national, the World Party of Socialist
Revolution.

appealing for solidarity with thy
German proletaviat, But to-day thiilf
solidarity has already become a livingt
reality which the “decrees” of the
governors and ministers can no longer
sSuppress. Tomorrow the energetic
and incessant intervention of the
P.CR. in the crisis over the mon-
archy will also bear its fruits, and the
slogans of our party, especially that
“ For the Republic! For the Defence

come the slogans of the entire working
clags of Belgium,

DECISIONS ADOPTED
Among the specific decisions '«l(lﬂ])?](‘.ﬂ
were the following : The publication

of a printed monthly magazine
“LAvant - Garde” (The Vanguard) ;

passing will be ]}I'an:llli‘dl‘\"f&‘«]"b by

finns nre already.onarticinating in the
Slops-ate. already.-pnad B = el

| work of the Hurovean Executive Com-

mittee, as testified to by the 10
signatures on its Manifesto for the
(}efence of the colonial. revolution.
The participation of the Inter-
national delegates in the work of the
Congress only crowned a permanent
and fruitful interest of the inter-
national revolutionary leadership in
the life of our party. At the very time
when internationalism has almost dis-
appeared even from the vocabulary
of the reformist and Stalinist rene-
gades, we are particularly proud of
this fact. - The Congress proclaimed

before all the world that the P.C.R.
is 'merely an intdgral part of the onc
and only "party, the World Party of
the Secialist Reveolution, the Fourth
International.

NICOLA
BARTOLOMEO

At 4 o'clogk on January 19th, 1946, Nicola i Bar‘tulomeo, member
of the Political Bureau of the Party (Communist Workel:.s Pal't:y,
Italian section of the Fourthi Entermational) died at Resina. His

all whe knew him-—a militant of

exdeptional valour, tempered in the struggle he susta.i.mell'_ for twenty
years in dedication to the cause of international commuuism.

Soon after the Wirst world war Di Bartolomeo, then in his early
yvouth, was condemned by a military tribuna! for inciking soldiers to
yebellion. A militant communist, he was forced to go abrm.xd to
France, where He was among the first fo adopt an open opposition to
Stakinism. From then onwards Di Barfolomeo never ceased to struggle
in the ranks, firgtly of the Left Oppbsition, and then of the Fourth
International in France, Belgium; Holland and England.

The Spanish

Civil War was for him an eccasion to reaffirm his position with. the

revolutionary courage of a Bolshevik-Leninist, of a Trotskyist Iconﬁd‘ﬁnt
of his position and determined to defend it with his very life.

Upon retuiming to France, Di Bartolomeo fought for the unity of

all forces of the Fourth Intermational, but upon the outiltre-_ak of the
Secound imperialist wa® he was again sent to a concentration camp,

The French police handed him over o Italian fascism, which banished

him to confinemert on the island.of Trenuti. .
began establishing the basis fon a Trotskyist moveroent in Italy.

The founder, after his release, of

of its existence, .

Even in Trenuti he

the Partito Communista Operiao,

Italian section of the Fourth Internatiional, Di Bartolomeo with his
authority and experience sustained our movement in the first stages

The imprisonments, concentration camps, exile; the instability and
bardships of his personal existence amd the calumnies of evlery kind
cast at him by thq political opportumists, parasites amd traitors to the
working class, against whom he conducted a ceaseless amnd| relentless

vacillate from his position.
endeavours opened up ever greater

struggle of the proletariat.

incorrupiible revolutionist.

Communism.

to plan the intermational future of mankind.

>

Nicola di Bartelomeo has departed at a

The Political
P.C.0. Italian Section of the Fourth Intermational.

strugele, never succeeded in weakening his will or caused! him to

moment when his

prospects for our party. He was

unable to see the conclusion of all his struggles that were aklways the
In him the workers’ movement loses a
trade unionist of the highest ability, a journalist and orator of valour,
but it loses above all a great figure of untiring energy and an

The Partito Commupnista Operaio and the Fourth Internﬂtiqnal
carry on his fight under what was his banner, the World I{,ev.c_)lutlo'n:
upon  his road, proletarian inbermationalism, and for his alm

Bureau,

, prise

In recent weelks American troops
have taken parf in a series of world
wide demonstrations and strikes)

The touching off issue of G.I. pro-
tests was an announcement that de-
mobilisation was to take place slower
than hitherto and would be entirely
dependent on the arrival of replace-
ments Pacific demobilisation is to be
cut from 800,000 to 300,000 monthly.
But of equal importance was
the universal distrust of the soldiers
for the “brass-hats” and Washington
politicians—a. complete disapproval of
the complete lack of democracy in the
army structure, and the privileges en-
joyed by the reactionary officer caste.

Another factor, perhaps the decisive
one, was the existing low morale of
American troops. Many of these are
seasoned troops with years of army
service, Respect for the officer caste
has almost wvanished amongst these
troops. And even new recruits, still
in their °teens, take their cue from
the veterans. In consequence even
those who had no immediate prospect
of returning home took part in the
demonstrations.,

The G.I, has no interest in policing
the world in the interests of Wall
Street imperialism. All he wants is
to go home.

In a measure, -“Stars and Stripes ”,
official U.S. army corgan, reflects the
growing discontent and the desire to
go home. This, in spite of attempts
to keep the paper innocuyous and sub-
ject to strict censorship. - In proof of
this we have only to recall the resign-
ation of one of its former edifors and
the campaign waged by General Patton
to have popular cartoonist, Bill
Mouldin, removed from the staff.
Mouldin's cartoons, perhaps unfainiliar
to British readers, were products of
a serious attitude towards the prob-
lemsg of the enlisted man. This was
sufficient, in the opinion of General
Patton, to wundermine the morale of
his troops.

A few weeks before the demonstra-
tions occurred, the Pacific “Stars and
Stiipes ™ editorially attacked the army
administration for its encouragement
of imequality, injustice and its role in
promoting officer hierarchy, This was
symptomatic of the troops feelings.
On his arrival in the Pacific, Secre-
tary of War, Patterson, registered sur-
that discharge points had
stopped accumulating since V.J. Day
When thiz report was published, the
troops in the Pacific were swept by
a wave of anger and resentinent.
Such ignorance could only be a result,
not merely of inecompetence, but of
disregard and indifference to the con-
ditions and future of the men living
in lonely spots amidst populations
living in t{erribie conditions. Men

“aweating out” the hours and days,
hanging on to every veport of discharge
elegibility, discussing demobilisation
day in and dav out—to these men this
‘register of surprise’ typified the
callousness of Washington politicians.

Slogans shouted by the men indi-
cated that they clearly understood the
role intended for them by American
capitalism.  In mimeograghed mani-
festos they charvged that “. . . the
State Department wants the Army
to back up its imperialism " and that
“ redzployment has been deliberately
slowed down to force compulsory
military training.” -

Ten thonsand troops demonstrated
in Manila in an angry revolt against
their army existence. They demanded
thie resignation of Patterson, and a’
new plan for speedy demebilisation.

On Gauwmy, ' a dung heap in the
Pacific, that became the graveyard of
S0 many American and Japanese
soldiers, a mass hunger strilke of 3,560
troops was hetde Blsewhere in the
Pacific demonstrations amd marches
were held. .

The foliowing days saw a repetition
of these events on the Ruoropean
Scene;, A Paris demonstration
occarred almost spontaneously on the
day that the Pacific reports were pub-
lisheg. In Frankfurt a demonstration,
having the elements of preparation and
ovganisation occurred. In: the after-
noon leaflets calling for a protest
assembly were pussed from hamd to
hand in the Mess Hall.

The huge modern I.G. Farben build-
ing {(of which not a stone had been
damaged in the terrific bombing of
that city) buzzed with staff confer-

ences and appeals f¢ the troops to
desist from  this = demonstration.
Troops were confined to hillets, a

blanket order to truckedrivers not to
transport troops to assembly points
was  giwven. In Paris, Frankfurt,
London and elsewhere the demon-
“strations were held and continued for
several  days thereafter. A GI
“Committees ‘of TFiberation” was
elected to plan a programme for con-
tinuing demonstrations. In Berlin
one unit was warned against prepara-
tion and a scarch was made through
the billets for fire-arms.

These demenstrations, which are
unigue in American military history,
and regarded as seditions by the “New
York Times ", are only the beginning.
The vigorous strikes of the American
workiers malies a bond between the
worker in uniform and the worker in
the plant. It is a geod angury for the
future of American Socialism.

FOR THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS
FROM THE RANKS !

WITHDRAW THE TROOPS
OCCUPATION AREAS !

FROM

Fion
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SOCIALIST APPEAL

St g

FEBRUARY, 1846.

OUR LETTER TO ATTLEE

BEVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST
PARTY

British Section of the Fourth
a International

General Headguarters:
256 Harrow Road,
London, W.2.
28rd December, 1045,

Prime Minister,

10 Downing Street,
Westminster, London.
Dear Sir,

In 1936-37 and 38 a series of trials
took place in Russia in which it was
alleged by the prosecution that old
Bolsheviks such s Kamenev, Zinoviev
and others, connived with Leon
Trotsky, together with the German
General Staff and the Government of
Hitler, to act as quislings in .a war
againat the Soviet Union.

These trials were universally con-
demned by all .but the Communist
Parties and the agents of Stalin, as
frame-up trials. This was also the
verdict of the independent Commission
of Ingulry set up in the United States
headed by the famous educstionallst
Dr. John  Dewey, which investigated
all the avallable evidence over a period
of many months.

During the war, the Stalin regime
and ite agents in this country through
the “ Dally Worker ”, have sssiduously
spread the story that there were no
guislings in Russia hbecause thay
wore all exterminated during the
Moscow Trials, and this line of argu-
ment has been taken up by even wider
circles,

Now that the Nuremberg Trial is
taking place, it ig possible in open
court, befere the vublic gaze of the
whole world, to prove either that the
charges levelled against Trotsky and
the other collaborators of Lenin in the
October Revoution of 1917, were in

fact true, or that the Moscow 'Trials )

were a gigantic frame-up.
It is alleged by the prosecution at
Nuremburg that the gecret Nazi pre-

parations for war are being brought
out in public court, If this iz true,
then there must be documents in
existence proving or diaproving the
vast conspiracy alleged by the Pro-
gecutor  at the Moascow  Trials,
Vishinsky (who is algo attending the
Nuremberg 'Trial) to have existed
between the Nazis and Leon Trotsky.

Our Party. and all the sections of
the Fourth International have a vital
interest in this cese. For many years
we have beenn the object of a world-

wide slander campaign directed
against wus on the basis of the
“e@vidence”+ at the NMoscow Trials,

We believe that this is an oppor-
tunity not only to vindicate ourselves,
but the memory of Leon Trotaky.
Whatever wvou, your Party, or your
Government might think of his
theories and political ideas, he was,
you will agree, a distinguighed
gocialist revolutionist, who dedicated
his whole life to the emancipation of
the working class from the wage
slavery of capitalism. In the inter-
eats of truth, and of hiatory, of the
struggle of the workers for sociallem,
your Government, as the represent-
ative of the Britlah Labour movements
has the moral duty to pursue this
matter so that the valldity or other-
wise of the Moscow Trials can be
eatablished once and for all in the
eyes of the world working class.

We ask you, through your represent-
ative at Nuremberg, to bring out the
relevant issues in the Moscow Trials,
to call upon the Russian represent-
active to produce the " evidence” re-
Iating to the connection between Leon
Troteky and his son with the Nazis,
as a vital part of the present Nurem-
berg Trial,

We further request you to make it
posasible for the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party to have legal represent-
ation at the Nuremberg Trial with,
(a) a watching brief; and (b) the
right to intervene and question
witnesses as well as some of the

THE STRIKING AUTOMOUSBILE, MEAT - PACKING,
TELEPHONE AND ELECTRICAL WORKERS HAVE BEEN

-JOINED_BY 200000 _STEEX; WORKERS, ..

2,000,000 American workers are on strike for wage increases.
Half the industrial manpower of this great continent are affected,
and nther industries are threatening immediate action.

The power-drurik; American capital-
ists are already heset with doubts by
this greateat American strike wave
in history which is only the beginning
of the Amenican workers' struggles.
This battle of Titans, between the
wealthiest section of world capitalism
and the highly orgamised and indus
trially militant American workers, is
a battle with no quarter given. Defeat
for the capitalists would radically alter
the whole tempo and events of the
class struggle in America. The realis-
ation of this has forced the capitalists
to organise a full-scale attack upon
the organised labour movement.

The “Militamti”, organ of the
Sociallst Workers’ Party, American
section of the Fourth Internetional,
‘which is playing an active part in the
strike movement, states the position
clearly :

“dt (Geneml Motors Corporation)
announced, in effect, that the small
ciique of Wall Street beankers and
industrialiate is now reedy to deo
battie with labour in order to put
Iabour ‘in. its place’. It has now
begome clear, =ven to the blind, that
Big Business, gorged with war pro-
fits, has closed its ranks for a full
acmle grsaukt on organised labour.

“Labour thus faces a cruclal
battle, a battle that will determine
for a long 'time to come the standard
of Mving, and the place and role of
tho  American worker, Those are
the stakes of this fight.”

FABULOUS PROFITS OUT
OF. WAR

The demands of the Steel workers
are for 11d. an hour . increase. The
Steel bosses have offered 9d, an hour,
The sutomobile workers are demand-
ing 30 per cent. increese, the “Big
Thres " (General Motors, Chrysler, and
Fords) have offered 20 per cent, Big
Business argued that they could afford
ne more ! To this the workers replied
as one voice : OPEN THE BOOKS!
An indication of the fabulous wealth
of these indusiriss can be obtained
from the following fects published by
the United Steel Workers Union and
the *Militant” :(—

The prefits of the "steel industry,
before taxes were deducted and during
the five war years, 1940 to 1844, rose
276 per cent. over the perce-time level
of 1985-39—from 933,060,000 dollars to
over 3,600,065,000 dollars.

Profits, after taxes had been de-
duected, rose 113 per cent. during the
war  period from 576,000,608 to
1,000,225 000 dollars.

Open proﬁh acknowledged in 1944
were 190,366,000 dollars. Conocealed
profits in the same year, were
271,185,000 dollars, This s a total
profit in 1944 of 407,531,000 dollars after
all taxes had been  paid. - Thie peace-
time average from .the industry was
115,000,600 dotiars.

Additionally, the steel industry can
rz¢laim this year from the United

States Treasury tax refunds amount-
ing to 149,000,006 dollars or 29 per
ocent. more than peacedime profits.
The General Motors Corporation is
controlled entirely by the Du Pont

*family, who aze the virtual owmers of

the F, & du Pont de Nemours Coy.,
the giant munitions and chemical
trust, U.S, Rubber and scomes of sub-
sidiary industries. From General
Motors mlone thia family takes
50,000,000 dollars a year in dividemds,
bonuses amd assets. While 92 per
cent. of the shareholders only own 22
per cent, the Du Pont family owns
28 per cent.! The GM. board of
directors owne 30 per cent. of all
common stock, by virtue of which it
ocontrois completely thia glant motor

Industry”

Small wonder that these financial
sharke rejected the proposal by
Truman te set up.a ‘fact finding

commispsion " which guaranteed before
hand not to disclose a single business
gecret !

ROLE OF TRUMAN AND
CONGRESS

Truman’s pollecy hes bean an attempt
on the one hand, to madnigin the
Roonevelt pose of " a friend of labour’’
ond an attempt to prevent the head-
long desh for ihflatiorr cauged by the
uncontrolled profit-lust of Wall -Street
financiers and industrialists, on the
other hand, Congress—the ' Charlie
MeCarthy of Blg Business’—has stood
firmly on the mide of the bosses, and
haa evep rejected Truman' attempts
to compromise. It ls trying hard to
usy antl-Labour legislation. Tear jas
end batomw are being wused by the
State police to break the plcket lines.
Thin precisely is the method of Con-
greeas,

One of the most significant features
of the strikie mowvement is that the
workers have also rejectesdt the “fact
finding commissdons ™ and the 30
days cooling period"” proposed by
Truman. For the first time in history
the workers have remained on strike
in those plants seinsd by the Govern
meirt.

‘This is an enormous step forward
for the American working class and
in itself revesls clearly the depths of
the crisis, and the militancy and class
awareness of the workers, The
American ' workers ara  learning
through bitter struggles that Trumen
and Congress are the clerks of Wall
Hireet.

WORKERS OUT FOR VICTORY

Despite all the wealth of the

American capitalists, despite the tear
gas, batons, propagsnda, and gangs
of strike-breaking thugs, the picket
lines remain solid. 'The workers
realise what ds at stake in this great
class conflict in America.
The workers of Britain will support
their American brothers in  their
straggle which can only end in the
struggle for Socialism,

g

accused at Nuremberg, who were
directly linked with Leon Trotsky by
the prosecutor Vishinsky in the
infamous Moscow Trials.
Yours sincerely,
Jock Haston, General Secretary:
Revolutionary Communist Party.

THE REPLY

10 Downing Street,
Whitehall,
Dwar Sir, 21; January, 1946.
I write to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter to the Prime Minigster
of December 23rd, and to inform you
that it ie not posseible for His Majesty’s

Government to take action in the
menner suggested therein,
Yours truly,
J. M, Addis.

Genersal Secretary,
Revolutionary Commuhist Party

Airmen Strike

(@ontinued from page 1.)

will see the old time repression,

Thie organised Labour Movement,
which has a real sympathy for the
servicemen’s demands imust, however,
careffilly watch the interests of the
serviemen and see to it that there
is no weeding out and reprisals, :

The favourable reports writteh by
Major Wyatt, M.P., in " Reynolds
News” and given by Mr. Harold
Davies, ML.P. to the press agency is an
indication of the really popular feel-
ing in support of the R.AF, strikers’
demands,

The statement of the Government
that they must have troops to mam-
tain ‘Law and Ovder "—read : “pro-
tects imperialist plunder "— and thet
there are not sufficient transports to
bring +the lads back home is not
acceptakle. Let the colonial people
form their own governments, and
bring the boys back home. TUse the
shipsd that are now being used to
carry troops out to the East on an
imperialist mission of repression, for
the purposs of speedlly transporting
the discontented servicemen back fo
Blighty.

And to ease the antagonism between
the officers and men that springs
from the caste system, which con-
siders thai the officer caste are not
only born with a lsp but with all the

rankers are born te jump to it and
blanco; it is necessary to end the

This comld be carried cout ummer.

abolition, of the officers appomtedz)
from above and the election of officers

from the ranfs 3
Solidarity with the Alrmen ! o
Demand the withdrawal of the

troops ! ¢

THE CASE OF
CALTABIANO

(Comtinued from page 1.)

Glterature at Hyde Park, London, and
each time mzent te prison because he
retused to pey fines. The last time,
the megistrate decided that he be
committed for observation at St
Pancras Hospital. On December 1Tth
he waa declared insane and passed on
to the Friern Hospital, where on
December 18th he was certified insane
under Article 16 of the Lunacy Act,
18886,
VISITED OAL’I‘ABIALD

I have visited Caltabiano, and can
tegtify from my previous knowledge

of him that he is perfectly sane. Axl
his acquaintances and friends who
have seen him report the same. He is

gulte unchanged, discusses rationally,
and iz so far, quite cheerful. He
possesses, it is true, a particularly
fine example of the excitable Southern
temperament, and he never ceases to
denounce all Governments and
authorities. But as far ag I know this
is no evidence of insanity. In fact it
iz equally arguable that the respect-
sble doctors and politicians, who hold
that capitalist society with its atomic
bombs is perfectly rational, are them-
selves insane.

The officia] diagnosis is a farce. He

ia’ held to suffer from paranoia,
which expresses itself in . . . delusions
that the hospital authorities are

taking part in a plot to deprive him
of his liberty ! In any case, persecu-
tion manfa and irrational obsessions
are quite detectable even by laymen,

Caltabiano has never, in the 2% years
T have known hifn, shown any gign of
‘such disorders.

A particularly brilliant example
of Chuter HEde’s humour concerns
Caltabianao’s ‘ferocious dog’. I know
this dog, and have often seen it

playing with children, including my
own. In point of fact, the policeman
called at his house, not because the
dog was ferocious, but because it was
not licensed. A smafl point, but =
particularly dirty one,

SEND PROTESTS

Bo far Michael Foot is the oniy
Labour M.P. whoe has taken the case

up. But not afl Labour MPs
are of the type of Ede. Wea
appeal to them t{o take it up and
demand a fult enguiry and
Caltabiano's immediate release. He
is oy an individual, but his case

puty to the test the whole attitude of
the Government to liberty and human
rights. Eveny worker who values
these thing# must alsa protest in
every way possible,

attributes of godly beings—whilst the.

privileges of the officer caste.

diately by a Governinent that wag .
MW—M ol

{Contlinued from pdage 1.)

to form a Right—'\?ﬁng Government
together with the Socialists. Tha
Socialists for their part, declared they
would only participate in a three-party
Government. The Stakinists profited
from this situation by dencuncing the
M.R.P. as reactionary; not in order
to press for revolutionary measures,
but in order to secure a more favour-
able position within the coalition.
This deadlock resulted essentially,
not from any principled differences
between the parties—all were agreed
on maintaining capitalism—but be-
because of the insdluble clags contra-
dictions in France; the restiveness of
the masses who expected socialist
deede from the working-clags parties
they had elected, and the cowardice of
the leaders of these parties who
feared above all assuming respon-
aibility for Government without the
representatives of the capitalists.
De Guafle thought he saw in this
situation, his great opportunity to
play the role he coveted: that of
Bonaparte, the supreme arbiter, in-
dependent of popular control. By
refusing them omne of the three moat
jmportant Ministries, he made their
participation in the Government im-
possible. Having by this means pro-
voked a first-class crisis, he broadeast
to the nation over the heads of the
Agsembly. But conditions were then

GENERAL DE GAULLE

e o - ARSI e RO
power, his support was too weak, and
he was forced to accept the dictation
of the Assembly to form a three-party
Coalition Government. He formed
g, Government in which the
Soociallst: and Communist Parties
(a large majority in tm: Chamber)
were in a minority of 10 to 11 M.R.P.
and ‘‘non-party experts.”

This Government waga synthesis of

all the irreconcilable elements,
Neither its composition nor its pro-
gramme fitted it to deal with the

terrible problemsa confronting it, Itg
sole acts: of any importance were to
nationdlise some of the hanks, with
heavy compensgation, and place them
under the control of bankers repre-
sentatives, and to devalue the franec.
The workers and ecmployees demands
were unsatisfled. The food situation
deteriorated. Public employees staged
a great demonsiration strike against
gtarvation wages., Bread riots broke
out. The parties compnising the
Government ceaselessly attacked each
other. The meetings of the Assembly
frequently ended in uproar,

DE GAULLE’S STRATEGY

De Gaulle gained support in the
plebiscite for his demand for *strong

Government” because the intermin-
able crises from 1934 onwards had
discredited  parliamentary “demo- |

cracy” in the eyes of large =ections
of the people. Thsa root cause of this
was the fafure of the workers' parties
to give a bold socialist lead, and theis
clinging to a coalition with the
capitalists in the Popular Front.
Today the same process is heing re-
peated, but since the economic situ-
ation is far more acute, it is greatly
accelerated.

This i1s the secret of de Gaulle’'s
action. "By resigning he throws full
responsibility on the workers' parties.

munist Party, which hag dedared its
readiness to acoept responsibility.”
Alag ! Brave words in London, but
cowardly deeds in Paris. The old
game of coalitions is being played
once again. If the Commimnis$ Party
were serious and a Marxist Party it
would draw up a programme for ex-
propriafing the capitalists andg trams-

forming France into a Socialist
country. It would say to the Sccial-
ists : * There you are, this is our

programme. We shall not entern any
Government pledged to defend capital-
ism. Only on the basis of this
programme shall we accept respon-
sibility ! * Such a lead woud trans-
form the situation overnight. The
Socialigts would have to agree or be
exposed before the masses, who would
retognise in such a ,programme theizr
only solution.

Instead, the Stalinists, Socialists
and MR.JP. are forming a new
Government. It's programme can be
summed up in one word: deflation,
Ruthless wage-fixing on starvation
leveld. Salvation of the franc at¢ the
expense of the worleers and small

national umty

Not a single English paper expects
this Government to last untd¥ the
elections, The Stalinists see as their
only hops, winging the date of the
clections nearer. They calculate that
popular feeling against de Gaulle's
high-handed action .wY¥l agssure them
a good majority. Ewen if they
succeed in achieving this, there is no
hopa that zny such tricks will serve

them. Alomg this road of class-
collaboration, their discredit is cer-
tain. With i%, almost certaindy, the

dizcredit of the working class organ-
isations, and the vietory of weaction.
Only one thing could avert such a
catastrophe, and that is the existence
of a strong resvelutionary party.

THE fONLY ROAD

Parliamentary democracy has been
in a siate of agony in Prance ever
since 1934 when fagcist rioting brought
a right wing government to power.
Saved in 1936 only by the great work-
ing class upsurge, it declined again
into the dictatorships of Daladier and

Petain, TIts rebirth in 1944 was due,
a5 in 1936, to one think only: the
working class upsurge and the
abgence of any 1ass baeiz for
reactionary dictatorships.

But. the infant is doomed from
birth, because its mother cannot feed

it and the substitute foods are slow

{poison. In other wonds, French

capitalism is in a state of such crisis

that it cannot give rise to a stable
tix

gie, . <
struggle bursts the bounds mf soaety
The capitalist class temporises, and
prepare to consolidate its rule in a
dictatorship. The working class has
only one road to follow, namely, that

of revolution, But the Socialist and
Sibalinist parties cling to capitalist
demodracy, and in doing so prepare a
terrible defeat,

Real measures to =olve the crisis

must  he revolutionary measures,
Firstly : Aboiish the Black Market by
confiscatir{iy the fortunes of the big
ospitalists. Nationalise big industry
witheut the crippling burden of com-
pensation.  Abandon $he disastrous
pollcy of chauvinism, and extend the
hand of solidarity to the Gernman
workiers. Coal is needed! Repara-
tions for’ coal is m myth; but im a
United Scollalist States of Rurope, the
Buhr and Saar miners woukd willingly
work to help the other nations of
Furope as well as thelr own to
re-build.
Only our French brother party, the
International Communiat Party has
thia programme, It alone fights con-
sistently the ruinous policies of the
reformists and demands an end to the
policy of Ceoalition and a struggie for
power by the workers organisations.
This party provides the only hope that
the crisis will be settled in a revolu-
tiom~ry way and will lead to a
Socialist France, It is literally the
only reliable bairrier to the threatened
Gaanliist dictatorship.

(All the views in this article do not
necessarily represent the views of the
Editorid. Board.)

He calcukates that the next period
will put them to the test, and
believes that they wilk fail. A further
period of permanent political crisis,
endless wrangling but no action,
will digcredit them, In the
meantime, he and his supporters
will build up the story that de
Gaulle is ready once again to “save
the nation”. The secret political
police (D.G.ER.), a de. Gaullist
« weapon will be strengthened. The
stage w4l be set for a military
coup.

An astute calculation ! Only one

thing can assure that ii goes wrong,
and that iz a bold policy of class in-
dependence by the working class, . If
the reformist and 8talinist leadersy
continue their old class-collaboration-
ist geme they are putting all the cards
in the Géneral's hands; that is, in
the hands of the French capitalists
whom the General represents.

- WHAT NEXT?
The wretched Sccialists and Stalin-

ists, who learned nothing from the
debacle of the Pepular Frons have

learned nothing from these Ilatest
events, The “ Daily Worker” (22.1.46)
correctly recognised that “in this situ-

I&FVOLUTIGNARY
COMMYNIST POLICY
Conferenre Decisions 1945 | .

TRANSITIONAL )

PROGRAMME OF THE

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

AB.C. OF TROTSKYISM

WHITHER FRANCE T
by Leon Trotaky (Part I} ...

GERMANY — THE XEY TO
THE INTRNATIONAL
SITUATION
by Leon Trotsky

TRADE UNIONS
by Leon Trotsky

IN DEFENCE OF THE
COLONIAL REVOLUTION
by Ajit Roy
STAKY MY LIFE (Mos-cmv
Trials) by Leon Trotsky ...

THE BURIAL OF THE
THIRD INTERNATIONAL
(Special issue of “ Socialist
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THE RISE AND I‘ALL OF
THE GOMINTERN (Special
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atloﬁ the inltiative passes to the Com-

Daimler Strike

(Continued from Front Pags.)

ferred, the personnel should also be
given the option of going with such
job or machine. This also hes bean
refused and promdses given to skilled
men, who assisted both the firm and the -
country by going to disperssl points
at much inconvenience, are being
refused their jobs back and placed on
the “dole”. At the same time new
men are being utilised from the ranks
of the unemployed and offered work
at semi-skilied rates--at the Browns
Lane Factofy.

These facts can only lead up to
one conclusion and that is a geners!
attackr on all the workpeople hoth
pieceworkers and dayworkers in the
establishments concerned, and later
the conditions imposed can be used
against the district as a whole,

The fight at Daimlers is the fight
of the City for its future comditions,
and we are determined to resist .tc
the utmost and plage our case before
the workerg for their support.”

On  Friday  25th, the striking
workers held a meeting outside the
factory gates of the Daimler parent
factory. The meeting was quiet but
determined, the morale of the workers

men. But . . . no measures against
Big Business, ‘The M.R.P. would not
agree, and, yonu see, we must have |

|0f
"joined the strike.

was high. The convenor — Bro.
i Barrett — announced that the workers
the Browns Lane factory had
Arrangements for
picketing went through smoothly and
efficiently.

Bro. Stokes, A.E.U. official reporte:l
that he had been in telgphonic eon-
tact with the Daimler mansagement
and had placed before them what the
gtrike committee regarded am their
minimum demsand—that a Conferenre
of representatives of the workers in
the three Daimler factories, Union
Officials and representatives of the
management and the Employers
Federation should be ocalled imme-
diately on resumption of work. The
management flatly refused this ex-
ceedingly reasonable demand, stating
they would only discise with each
factory separately! Bro. Stokes de-
clared that if the company got away

with their drive to lower rates, it
would only be the first step in the
lowsring of the standards of the
whole district.

The ©pressure of the Daimler
workers’ militancy and the feeling of
the workers in Coventry, whose

wages have steadily dropped during
itse last few months, was evident in
that both the A.E.U, official and Bro.
Jones of the Confederation of En-
gineering Unions, who followed him,
made militant speeches, declaring the
necessity to stand up to the em-
ployers actions.

There are a number of 1mportam
lessons to be drawn from. this strike.
g By . their struggles in .the . past,
C’ov’entry Workers fchieved SUSNOGTAS
in general -higher than thows oclde-
where. While they remain high, they
are an aim and a lever for the worketrs
of other aress, So far ss the Coven-
try workers are concerned they muat
realigse that thid satrike is not an
isplated struggle, but ia only one
aspect of the gensral tendency of em-
ployers in the area to depress wages.
In fact, the struggle fits into a picture
even broader than that. Today tha
motor indusiry is in the first line of
export drive of the employers. For
months motor manufacturers have
bean running a campaign under the
slogan of "Take the hrake off tihe
motor industry”’. However, the cam-
paign of these employers is not con-
fined to propaganda hiding their pro-
fit hunger with talk of ' Britain's
need tor exports’”, They have been
exerting pressure on the Labour
Government to relieve taxatien---
which would mean, of course, re-
moving the taxes from the motor
manufaeturers and placing the burden
on the workers as a whole. But,
further thsn that, and most important
for the workers in the industry, the
employers—having *neither the plant
nor the cheap raw materials of the
American industry—are faced with
the necessity of forcing down wages
and intensifying labour exploitations
if they are to wage a competitive
struggle with - their rivals on the

world market,

Workers of Coveniry! The necos.
sity exists for the wunity of the
distriet to protect its conditions.

Workers in the motor industry!
The struggle of the Daimler strikers
is your . struggle, If these workers
successfully resist the actions of their
employers, then that will aid the de-
fence of your conditions in the futurs,

Donations to assist the Daimlier
strikers should be sent to:

Daimler Strike Committee,
AF.U. New Hall,
148, Foleshill Road,
Coventry,

REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST
_ PARTY (CR.M.)
DUTCH SECTION OF THE
" FOURTH INTERNATIONAL.

Amsterdam. 23nd Dec., 1945,
Dear friends,

The Congress of the Revolutionary
Communist Party of Holiand, founded
on the 23rd Decemher, 5, as a
section eof the Fourth International,
sexnds its warm greetings to you,

It learned of your full solidarity
with the birave Indonesian people anl
your struggle for their freedom.

It welcomes the common struggle of -
English and Dutch workers for the
sake of the oppressed colonial people,
for the sale of Communism,

Yours in the fight
Conymunisan, i
. For the R.C.P,
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