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v PORTSMOUTH — Coaches leave
Polytechnic Student Union at 9am.

NEWCASTLE — Train leaves
from Central Station at 6.30am.

a train leaving from Edinburgh,
Aberdeen and GlasgowonSat night.
Book through your trade union

branch or contact Joanna Blithman,

NOTTINGHAM — Coach
from Salutation Inn, 8am.

leaves ¢/0 Women’s Aid on 031-229 2656.

SWANSEA — Coach leaves
Central Library at 7.30am.
SHEFFIELD — Coach leaves from
Pond Street at 8.30am.
WAKEFIELD — for details of
coach phone Wakefield 890649.

*; : NORWICH — Coach leaves from
: : Theatre Royal at 8am.

SCOTLAND — the STUC has booked
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OUR POLICIES
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DROP it, Corrie! That’s (he message from the

* v huild broad-hased class following organisations which are all opposed to
struzele tendencies in oppaosition THE TUC has told the press that it expects up to | to help his Bill, and far too many MPs on the TR GYREV] SHPSFTFTVERISEHIH
i lass-collaborationism in - the 40,000 people on Sunday’s demonstration against | opposition benches are too worried about their ;
fubour movegent. These should John Corrie’s Bill to-amend — or more precisely to Catholic constituents to go into the ‘No’ lobby. Abortion Law Reform Association; Association
he  non-exchusive in character, virtually axe — the 1967 Abortion Act. If that | Parliament also happens to be male dominated. of Community Health Council England &
erouping together militants hold- estimate is approximately right, it wil be a | So what’s next? For a start, half a million Wales; Birth Control Campaign; Birth Control
ing u wide runge of political views, remarkable achievement. i signatures should be the target for the petition Trust: British Humanist Association; British
Not so many years ago, a woman (or come to against Corrie. This has already proved to be a Medical ~ Association;  British _ Pregnancy
¢ Ta bhegin to fight for the that, a man) who stood up at her union branch positive way of campaigning. Petitioning at work, Advisqry Service; Brook Advisory‘Sqrv‘lce;
creation of & unified and meeting to csall for support against restric(ions on at factory gates, and from street stalls leads to Chllq Poverty Act:on Group; Christians t:or
demoveratic reveduticnary socialist abortion would have met with looks of | discussion as well assignatures, - Free .(hmce:' (/095?“"!.“?“ Society; Co-
organisation which can, through astonishment and howls of derision. Thebattle against Corrie and his co-thinkers has operative  Women’s ~ Guild; Doctors &
an upplication of united front Those attitudes have changed, not substantially to take place where people live; work, and learn. Overpopulation Group; Doctors fp; a Woman's
tuctics. begin to be seen as an but enough for the TUC, representing 12.5m (rade Teachers should organise to get pro-abertion UTO'(:? _on Abort‘"{n: f}lfmll!éj ?la{lnl_r{g
allernative by thousands of union members, to put itself at the head of | speakers into the schools. Journalists should Association;  Federation o ‘onservative
workers engaged in struggles. Sunday’s march. Len Murray, its genéral secretary, demand that the mewspapers give pro-abortion "t“‘:{e"l‘;; Society: Lab Abortion Rights
will be among the speakers at the rally in Trafalgar | arguments 2 fair presentation. Health workers and Camu s ?,“m Do o "f"[ P
Such un organisation should be Square. those campaigning against the cuis should let the A"mq.‘“q"‘ abour Farty {onlerences -
: , s Association of Radical Midwives; London
hased on the understanding that: This opposition to Corrie hasn’t come about _authorities know that it’s abortion and other Youth Advisory Centre; Marie Stopes House:
through some farsighted liberal mindedness on the. facilities that are needed, not the axe. - Médicai Practili‘oners" Unin}l’ "\'atioﬁai
The struggle for socialism part of the trade union leadership. It has been won The build up of activity should be for early in the Abortion Campaign: S ;T
~echy ta unite the fight of by the patient and persistent activities of thousands | new year, with 5 February. already set aside for a National As "(ncia;iun of Probation Officers:
workhers against the bosses of women and men on strget corners, in meeting mass lobby of Parliament, and a women’s assembly National Association of Young People’s
with that of ather oppressed layers ";‘;l“llisla;sconfﬂenc“p and through public protests | . to be held three days later. . Counselling & Advisory Services; National
ot society  women. black people, o n PRI . o . Council for Civil L cati - il £ .
save  strugeling fnrp !I‘wir It is this activity which has built for Sunday’s For the third reading of the Bill to meet with mass One Parent Families int Committee [ -
liberation. This socialism can only march, and not just in the past few weeks and | opposition, the labour movement will need to of Working Women’s Organisations: National
e achieved by creating new organs months but ever since the women’s movement | weigh in against it. So a major task now is to take - Labour Women's Advisory Committee;
ot power and defeating with all called for free abortion on demsand, and a | the campaign into the heart of the movement. The National Secular Societ) 7 )
necessary means the power of the succession of MPs have tried to add to the | Scottish TUC has already called a conference for 1 National Union of Journalists Equality
capitalist state. restrictions on abortion thm“gh their Prlvate December to oppese Corrie. The SE Region TUC is Working Party: National Union of School
' Members’ Bills. considering a conference. Pro-abortionists should R IR NN TN PR B TN AT [ E T ]
Our  sociglism will  be - The National Abortion Campaign has.to take aim to ensure that one is held in each region. Women’s Aid Federation: Northern Ireland
infimitels more democratic much of the credit for making millions of people One thing - more. The mass lobby -of Abortion Law Reform Association; Pregnancy
than what exists in Britain realise that the time has come to stop talking about ~Parliament could be more than that. Strike action Lo isory senvice: Rationalist Press Association;
today. with full rights for all abortion in furtive whispers, and that the time when on 5 February would det Thatcher know that the Release: N R . o
Vitie _— irre , every woman should defnand the right to control working class will not passively accept any of her .. Scottish Women's Aid -Point Group;
political parties and currents that her own fertility is now | policies, no matter which section of that class is’ Socialist  Kducational Association; Socialist
d‘_'»'_"l',y ,"“'!’“" “}lli “”\'"f‘.agu'n“ ;I!I('* To the Campaign A.gaingt Corrie should £0 the directly aff . The TUC and union executives .’ﬂcdicql Association:  SW  Herts Joint
s s e ”l":'\';;”;; P Bl | credit for mobilising much of the opposition to.the | should be called om to support such action. Committee ?(r,lr:'ﬂ].t_(r)(rliwnc E:ﬁ:lh LG Ursier
b Farooe have diseredited - present Bill, expectedtoreeeivensthirdmdingln And if at the end of the day Corrie’s Bill becomes Pregmaio Advisire Service Union of Liboral
R L Ui e treulled PaﬂimentonsFebmary v \laW, then dmoﬁ ulld other I.ea}m workers sllﬂ“]d FeENAnCY AQYISOryY MErvice; AIIOR O R t.fﬂ
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workers Thiooghont the world.

< ; % it : S s; Women's Abortion & Contraception

. Readers will not need to be told that when | simply refuse to implement it. That way the Students; Women's Abortiorn Hraception
everyone has gone home on Sunday the battle will | anti-abortion MPs — Tory and Labour — will find i“““pf‘”ﬁ" ‘xL",’:)”f"-‘. ""e‘;d W il '“w‘“‘ dia;
‘be far from over. John Corrie can count Oﬂ the out thatinreality we don’t depend on “Ielll for any omen s ‘ iberation ‘_ﬂll\ em(n'. omen s

for “up al 0% Fherapy Centre; Young Communist League.
offer tull ~upport to all those most viclous Tory government this side of the *30s . ofourriehts. <P 5 &
fighting for <odalist democracy, : o

Wi are apposed to them and will

seale. This unity will in the long
run he dedisive in defeating both
the imperiadist regimes in the West
In Britain it implies d"'""f'l‘di",?;-, M conie up with is-how many of the | every instruction and now I found
}i‘e.[. 'h""““d'““l. “""]df;f“;*j o ] hundreds of thousands of women | that I was pregnant. 1 was lucky to
miish roops from | relanc and who have obtainéd an abortion over | have a sympathetic doctor and he
Ihe Commumisg parties in carve up of the 1967 Abprtion Act.” :
b irope are e crisis, Neither The answer is that by iadding the :!‘_he three weeks bem{een the
the  “Furecommunist’  nor words  ‘grave’, ‘seriohs’, and :‘(:'St‘ll:iV?:e;l;:I;d::lri zﬁr:nngns;fi;
New pevolutivnars socialist parties .
are more  necessary  than  ever g;opg:&:tlf wouéd l;eductehirtge m’,’“;’:j night and look at my puffy stomach
hetore.  Conditions  today  are a IONS DYy twoO- 5 — “which had been so flat and wonder if
I’d ever get my own body back.

{heinterests of workers and
capiiulists are irreconcilable
on aworld scale. Capitalism
has nol onhv created 4 world ;
market. 11 has  created world .
polities. Thuywetight for working :
and the brutatl dictatorships they een Invaded
sustain in Latin America, Africa i ’ :
qting the Irish people determi -
:th':,:?“l ,: i»“r,';;{f)wp ¢ gelermine the past 12 years would have been | arranged immediate referral' to
the peo-Masion wings have any ‘substantial’ to the kind of risk to a !
meganingtul stralegy for the - Woman,s hcalth that wo“‘]’é jllstify a June- I was tu'ed and nal}seous. I felt
that my body had been invaded and
more tasourable than over the that’s quite apart from Corrie’s plans
preceding three decades. But such to axe the abortion Chantles and the | ~ The counselling session a week
parties can  only  bhe  bailt by like. before the operation was informative
rejecting sectarianism and seeiny SARAH ROELOFS is, among . *

class unity on an international
and Asia | ONEIstatistic that Corrie & Cowon’t | = Tusedit ﬁroperly, I had followed
- denied one under Corri¢’s proposed | Huntingford’s clinic.
ORIt I tcrmination of pregnancy, the Bil's | o0 ©8 PP Tt 20 BECEE Mo
supportive, and non-judgemental.

internal democracy not as a lusury those who have the existing legislation ; .
hutasa vital necessity. This meuns to thaok for their safe, ]egé] a'i;orﬁon, The only question 1 was A”ked was
the right 6 organise fuctions and This is her account of how it ‘whether t.o have a loc?l or general
fendencies. happened and what it was like anaesthetic. 1 was given all the
: ' . |.relevant information and decided to
B ovon oo ce with these principles ' go ahead with a focal.
and  wunt 1o be involved in o . I was lucky to be surrounded by
activities by Socialist (.\’hakleng(* Iwasmn,e weeks’ pregnant | supportive women friends. One of
supparters in your arex, fill in the “ when 1 had the abortion. I | them took theafternoon off work and |

farm below and send it to vs. had it at Professor went with me to the clinic. The

Huntingford’s day-care clinic at the | atmosphere was relaxed and friendly.
Mile End Hospital in Tower Hamlets. | Iwas slightly apprehensive bat did not

am interested  in more
intormation M,:,rl:] .‘L.mi,;“ in mrf I was lucky to have a regular | have to wait long. In the theatre a
are. ‘ menstroal. cycle. 1 knew I was | nurse stood on one side and my
* [ would like additional literature pregnant when my period was a week | counsellor on the other side, holding | 7. ) _
and enclose Mip 1o cover cosis, late.’A_pregnancytestatsixweeks was my hand. Sarah Roelofs: ‘I was givcnua]] th; relevant information...’
(Delete i notapplicable) positive. My immediate reaction was Throughout the 10 -minute ’ ) . }

» horror. | operation I was told exactly what was | shakiness, I felt fine. My friend came | not going to risk another pregnancy.

Address........cooceriisiaiissiosnasrnennns SinceIwas 171 hadbeenternf'ed happening. The pain was minimal. | to the recovery room and we were

of becoming pregnant, even though I | The staff were particularly support- | given tea and biscuits. The cramps | . Half an hour later I left the clinic. I
was on the pill. 1 had never had | ive, I was not a lump of interesting | eased off. The doctor came in to |felt euphoric relief. I was free.

-intercourse. After nine | - flesh but a human being to be treated | check on me and to discuss |I had my body back. ,
years I came off the pill, and the FPA | withkindness and respect.. contraception. I had reluctantly | A. day later | was back -at ”
prescribed a diaphragm for me. Afterwards, aside from a slight 1 decided to go back on the pill. I was | work.
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Abortion internationally

The battie for womb control

By Geoffrey Sheridah

JOHN Corrie’s proposals for enforced
childbirth will affect women beyond Britain’s
shores. Each year thousands of women come to
Britain for an abortion, for the simple reason
that the laws on abortion and contraception in
their own country are even more restrictive than

they are here,

Throughout West Europe, the Church, the
state, and much of the medical profession delight
in women remaining prisoners of childbirth and

In Spain...

Tomorrow, 11 women in Bilbao in
northern Spain are due to stand
trial. Their crime? Eight of them
are accused of having had an
abortion; one of having tried to
procure an abortion, and the other
two of having carried out
abortions.

Take the case of one of the
women _ accused of doing
abortions. She told the police that
* she had been helping women since
1970, charging them from 800 to
9,000 pesetas (£5.50 to £64) for an
abortion — unless they were poor,
in which case the operation was
free.

The court prosecutor is
nothing but generous, demanding
six years’ imprisonment for each
abortion the woman conducted.
‘That makes 60 years in jail. In fact
she spent over seven months
behind bars following her arrest.

Refused

And why was it necessary for :

women to turn to the back-streets?
The women who go on trial
tomorrow for having had an
abortion are aged from 24 to 44.

All but one is married, with two or |

three children and very low
incomes. They had asked doctors

for contraceptives and had been .

refused.

The prosecutor wants six
months’ imprisonment for each
abortion. As if this grotesque
denial of liberty for avoiding the
chains of unwanted motherhood
were not enough, the prosecutor is
also demanding that the women
should be deprived of the right to
vote or be elected for public office
for a period of 11 years.

Nodoubt the wizened celibates |

of the Vatican will have a little
chuckle at that. Quite amusing,
really, that the denial of a
democratic right — a woman’s
right to choose — should be met
with the deprivation of yet other
rights. ~

No doubt, too, Pope John and
his chums don’t lose any sleep over
the fact that 3,000 women a year in
Spain die from illegal abortions.

It so happens that the date set

for the trial is when the
referendum on the Statute of
Euskadi — the Spanish govern-
ment’s proposals for devolution in
the Basque country — will be held.
Since the arrests took place three
years ago, the timing of the trial
could be said to be an attempt to
divert attention from it.

Feminists are upsetting those
plans. .

Last weekend three hundred ‘

feminists who occupied the Palace
of Justice in Madrid in solidarity
with the women on trial were
driven out in a police baton
charge. As the Guardian reported
it: ‘The national police behaved
with unusual brutality reminiscent
of the days of the Franco regime.’

One of those assaulted by the

the family. It's not simply that these institutions -
are male dominated. Capitalism needs the family
to churn out workers for the production lines.
I¢’s crude but effective.

The 1967 Abortion Act, in spite of its
limitations, has established Britain as one of the
West Europe’s most. liberal countries when it
comes to.statutory pregiiancy.

That’s why women come to Britain for a safe
and legal abortion from virtually every country
in West Europe. In 1977, thé latest year for which
figures are available, 10,171 women came from

Spain ; 7,849 from Italy; 4,201 from France;
2,183 from the south of Ireland; 1,732 from West
Germany; and 1,255 from the north of Ireland.
the total figure was 35,000 women.

Corrie’s Bill could effectively close charities
such as the British Pregnancy Advisory Service
—-- the organisations that many foreign as well as

- British women turn to for an abortion. Here’s

what that would mean for women in just two
countries where the barbarism of the Papacy
reigns.

police was a former Socialist | tomorrow, and on the weekend a

deputy, Carlota Bustelo, sister of
the Minister of Industry.

Sit-in protests have also been
held in Barcelona, Bilbao, San
Sebastian and many other cities.
On Sunday, police forcibly ejected
500 women from the College of
Medicine, Madrid.

About 1,300 women, many of
them actresses, writers, lawyers,
doctors and politicians have signed

a document confessing that they

-campaign of leafleting and street
meetings will culminate in the

occupation of Bilbao’s town hall.

Women’s _ organisations in
Euskadi are raising demands
which include: the removal of
abortion from the penal code; an
immediate amnesty for the women

on trial and for all those who have -

been' imprisoned for abortions;
and the setting up of municipal

‘women because they do not have

have had an abortion.
They say: ‘It is obvious that
Spanish justice is condemning

centres for contraception.

The battle is being supported
by the International Contracep-
tion Abortion Sterilisation Cam-
paign (ICASC). Information
from: -Isabel Ochoa, Garcia
Salazar 12, 1°dcha, Bilbao, Spain.

the £250 which it costs to go to

England for an abortion.’
Demonstrations will take place

in several [Euskadi  towns

. . . and Portugal
Anoth.er trial, this time of a woman accused of hsvi:ig an abortion. She is
Concglcao Massano, who became pregnant in 1974 when she was a student
nurse int Porte Allegro, in Portugal. Her ‘mistake’ was to record in her diary

that she went to Lisbon for an abortion. She is liable to between two and
eight years’ imprisonment. .

Also on trial is her husband who provided the money for the abortion,
a_nd a friend who gave the address of an abortionist. They each face a
SIX-year sentence.

The trial, to be held on 29 October, has been dragging on for five years. It
will not go unmarked. A national demonstration is to take place in Lisbon,
and a petition signed by 17,000 women will be handed in to the prime
minister,"who is a woman. ‘

Behind these activities is the National Campaign for Abortion and
Contraception in Portugal, which earlier this year successfully campaigned
for the acquittal of Marie Antonia Palla, a journalist taken to court for
making a film about abortion. ICASC helped to organise the international
protest at Palla’s trial. Two thousand women a year die from illegal
abortions in Portugal — and that’s just the official figare.

Information from: CNAC, Rua Guiomar Torresao, Lote 37 3°dto,
Carnide, 1500 Lisboa, Portugal.

Why women

reject their

A}

proper sphere’

By Celia Pugh ) i
‘THE DUTY of men and husbaunds is to bring
about a condition of things when their wives
should be in their proper sphere at home instead
of being dragged into competition of livelihood
with.the great and strong men of the world.’

Thankfully, much has changed since, the
TUC made this statement in 1877. Across the
globe women have asserted that we, too, want
to be strong and independent people of the
world. We have said No to the subservience,
dependence and discrimination bound up with
our ‘proper sphere’ in the home.

In our millions we have thrown off a role of
passive self-sacrifice to the needs of husbands
and children in the Vallium-coated isolation of
the family. -

We have taken to the streets against the
butchery of the back-street abortion, to assert
our right to control our life and body as we
choose, and to create the conditions where we

‘can walk the streets without fear of sexual

assault.

Potential

We have taken strike action against
discrimination. in the workplace and have
Jjoined in a movement of women to forge a new,
confident. identity, free from images of
passivity and dependence foisted on by
society. . )

The media churn out a picture of
revolutionary socialists as maniac disciples of
destruction. In reality it is capitalism which
destroys our potential of human creativity and
liberation. As socialists we seek to create a
society in which everyone can have a life free
from - the distortion, degradation, and
deprivation forced on us by class society.

This socialist struggle for human liberation
is not worthy of its name if it ignores or belittles
our fight as women for our own liberation.
Indeed, the society we are striving for is
enriched by the relations which movements for
women’s liberation show to be possible.

‘Ah, but hold on comrades. We have to
destroy capitalism before we can talk of a fight
for women’s liberation.” How many times have
we heard this. in the socialist movement?

. Who are the ‘we’ who will destroy capitalist
power? ‘We’ just happens to include millions of
women who cannot afford to wait to remove
the crushing weight of oppression we face in
our daily lives.

Natural

. I this struggle is so secondary, why does the
ruling class try every trick in the book to thrust
us back behind the kitchen sink and on to sexist
advertising hoardings? Dare we suggest that the
ruling class has something to gain from our
continued - oppression. By this means, our
exploitation can be pushed aside as natural,
inevitable and even commendable.

Let’s look more closely at what the TUC
had to say in 1877. Men's difficulty in
sustaining a livelihood is put down to
competition from women workers. And of
course the same can be argued about black and
Jewish people. -

How pleased the ruling class must be when it
sees the working class dividing in battle against

‘these scape-goats. Or when workers march

down blind alleys to'defend jobs and living
conditions under the banner of immigration

-controls, keeping women in the home, or

protecting the British nation and products
against ‘foreigners’.

The real roots of unemployment and
deprived living conditions — the capitalist
system — is shrouded in a mist of political
confusion. :

Over a hundred years after the TUC
statement, these attitudes still prevail. We are
told that equal pay brings down male wages, so

-long live male differentials. Ignored is the fact

that women’s fight for a decent living wage
strengthens the struggle of the whole working
class for a wage to live by.

We are told that women’s jobs, nurseries,
and safe fertility control are dispensible when
we have to tighten our belts. After all, everyome
has to make sacrifices; the country can’t afford
women the loxury of escaping their ‘natwral’
position in the family.

So the battle against capitalist domination is
diffused. How can we possibly tackle the resd
enemy when it’s not clear who this esemy is?

Our response must be to disperse the maina.
Sure, there will be no women's Fiberstion
without revolution — but there's no chamcr of 8
successful revolstion withewt 2 fphe far
women's Bberation.

Secialist Chalienge 25 Ocsober 9% Puge 3




By Valerie Coultas

‘WORKING women are the weakest
of their sex. Their lives were too hard
and their education too meagre to
equip them for the contest. Surely it is
2 mistake to use the weakest for the

very strongest and the most
intelligent! You have your own ideas.
We do not want that; we want all our
women to take their instructions and
walk in step like an army.’

So spoke Christobel Pankhurst in
1914 expelling her sister Sylvia from
the ‘official’ Suffragette movement,
The Women’s Social and Political
Union, -

History never repeats itself in
exactly the same way. While there are
lessons that we can learn from the
Suffrage movement about the need to
build a democratic Women's
Liberation Movement today that

particularly working class women —
we have not got a great deal of
evidence to support the view that the

ywe heed a
‘communist’
womens
movement
today?

struggle! We want picked women, the-

takes np the concerns of all women —-

MARGARET
NolENEMY

the ambiguity of the formula and the
suggestion that revolutionary social-
ists in Britain today should build their
own movement in contrast to building
the campaigns and initiatives of the
existing women’s movement.

If the SWP had been expelled, like
Sylvia, we could understand it. But
this is not the case.

If the Women’s Liberation
Movement was completely moribund
and doing absolutely nothing we
‘could understand it. But in the light of
the anti-Corrie campaign this just
does not stand up. :

Hectic

If the Women’s Liberation
Movement did not allow the SWP to
fight for its own ideas we could
sympathise. ~ But - the women’s
movement is broad and heterogenous
and allows anyone who has a view to
put forward in a written and an oral
form [It does get a bit hectic
sometimes of course due to lack of
structure].

If socialist ideas were unpopular

- Vctoryfor nderS's

modern British women’s movement
has the same ideas as Christobel.

as indeed they are in the movement in
the United States it would seem 2

Unfortunately, the Socialist } more reasonable course of action.
Workers Party gives us the impression | But at the last Socialist Feminist
thatit has. . Conference, 2,000 women came, so

Having neglected the Women’s
Liberation movement for several
years,” without once attempting to
participate in an ongoing way in the
debates and local groups of the
WLM, this. organisation, of some
3,000 people, has decided to build its
own ‘communist women’s move-
ment’. ) .

that one doesn’t rub either.

So perhaps the problem is the class
base of the WLM., Well, why should
working class women be persuaded to
join a  revolutionary socialist
Womens Voice rather than a broad-
based women’s movement that does
not demand that they’re revolution-
ary before they can fight against their
awn oppression? )

That’s all very well, the sisters of
the SWP say, but the WLM is not
well organised. It’s not fighting hard
enough against the Corrie Bill,
against the cuts, against the new
technology.

Our answer is simple - get involved-
and make sure it is then.

*We welcome contributions on
his topic from the Womens Voice
supporters.

N

At ‘its conference a couple of
weeks ago a resolution was passed
saying Womens Voice ‘supports the.
aims of the Socialist Workers Party.
It is organisationally independent,
but based on the politics of the SWP’.

If the SWP want to organise their
own women members and supporters
in a periphery organisation — fine,
They’ll probably find that women get
a bit fed up with this ghetto but that’s
their business. What we object to is

ette movement

By Islington Under Fives Action
Group :
On 10 September Islington ‘Social
Services Committee decided to cut
grant aid - to the Under Fives
" project by 33 per cent. In response
a meeling was called of parents,
workers and local people which
_ became the Islington Under Fives

* Action Group.

We decided to lobby the council,
leaflet all houses in the borough,
organise petitions and planned a
demonstration. Six hundred people,
mostly women and children, came
to the demo. )

Women were affected by these
cuts as parents and as paid workers.
Many of us had never been involved
in this kind of fight before and felt
powerless in the face of council
bureaucracy. We were all really
encouraged by the numbers of

women willing to do the necessary
work: . .

~ We have only won a temporary
reprieve. Our grants for next year
are going to be decided by
November. The battle has only just
begun.

The fact that the social services

committee were forced by the full |

council to back down at all is
entirely due to the fantastic amount

_of pressure put on councillors by

parenis and workers from all groups
in the borough.

All cuts in welfare provision hit
women hardest. Women have to
stay at home, caring for children,
the sick and the elderly when welfare
provisions are cut. Most workers in
these jobs are also women. All these
cuts. force women back into the
home and as women we are
determined to fight them.

Liverpool women fight back

JANET POTTER is a member of
the Liverpool Women’s Action
Group: She talked to Secialist
Challenge about the activities of her
group in Merseyside.

“ It's a broadly socialist
1 feminist group and we're
particularly concerned with prac-
tical issues — be it jobs, nurseries,
cuts or .anything else that affects
women at home or at work.

Any woman can join whe wants
to fight against her oppressiofn.
Before 1 joined there was a
campaign to stop the Mill Lane
maternity wing closing. The group
leafleted, contacted the -labour
movement and eventually the
hospital was occupied to stop the
closure. '

Over 100 women were faced with
redundancy in Kirby at the FD
Centre — an international company
— and they occupied it in protest.
Our group publicised the issue and
raised funds. We put out a special

leaflet outlining different solutions, .

-including the suggestion of a
workers co-operative. In the end a
buyer was found and some of the
wornen got theirjobs back.

More recently we’ve been
involved in fighting the threatened
closure of St Monica’s battered
women's refuge in Croxteth Road.
Now the local authority is planning
to make it a single hometess unit
with women having priority.

We also got involved in the
dispute at the Leonard Cheshire
Home. Women nurses were sacked
for trying to form a union. We
helped with picketing and leafleting.
The case went to a tribunal and the
women got compensation.

We see ourselves as part and
parcel of the women's liberation
movement.
feminist perspective into the
economic struggles. We think it’s
very important for women to be
supported by other women.

There’s two socialist feminist
groups in Liverpool. One concen-
trates on all aspects of socialist
feminist  theory  whereas we
concentrate on theory insofar as it
.applies to the specific struggles that
we feel are relevant to women in
Liverpool. The two groups overlap a
great deal. [ think you've
got to have both theory and
practice to build a strong”
women’s movement.

‘Women in Action’, the newspaper for action
in the unions on women’s rights. Regular

_production starts in new year, 1980.

Interested? Contact the editorial group for
orders and info. Send us articles and letters.
Contribute to the £1,000 launching appeal.

You’ll be in good company. Support has
come so far from union .branches and
members,  trades councils,  women’s
campaigns, Women in NUT, Civil Service
Women’s Rights Group, and the Working
Women’s Charter Campaign.

WOMEN IN ACTION Box 2, 190 Upper St,
London N1 . - :

We want to ‘take a-

AMASSIVE
SCOTLAND

By Pauline Tierney, Edinburgh NAC

WE'RE going. to be bringing a massive
contingent .from Scotland on the anti-Corrie
demonstration. Both James White and John
Corrie are west of Scotland MPs and it’s almost
impossible to get an abortion on the NHS in
their constituencies under the *67 Act — let
alone if Corrie’s Bill was passed.

The campaign is gaining support.in leaps
and bounds. Even James White is feeling the
heat. Recently, his Glasgow Pollok con-
stituency Labour party decided, despite
opposition from a well-organised SPUC lobby,
to endorse the Labour Party’s pro-abortion
policy and to instruct him to vote in accordance
withit. '

Success

The organised women’s movement hasn't
been involved in NAC as much as in the past,
particularly in Edinburgh. We held a one-day
women’s liberation conference in April to
discuss fighting Corrie and taking up other
issues, but it was women in Women’s Voice and
other left-wing groups who agreed to build the
anti-Corrie campaign. Our first public meeting
was a massive success with 100 people
attending. The main speaker was Margaret
Wilson from the STUC.

The involvement of women from the STUC
has been a great boost to the campaigm. For
years they've worked in the (rade unies




THATCHER
|OF WOMEN

IT IS ironic that the first British government to
be headed by a woman is also unleashing a
violent assault on women’s rights and liberties.
If any feminists in this country ever thought
that all- women were necessarily on the same
side, Maggie Thatcher should have dispelled
the illusion.

All women are oppressed as a sex. But this
does not stop some women, like Thatcher,
being willing to exploit others as representatives
of the ruling class. .

‘Thatcher’s main aim is to save British
capitalism. She’ll frample on anyone who gets
in her way. In the last five months she’s not only

proved to be an enemy of the working class. She

and her Cabinet are also the number one enemy
of women. °

Let’s look at the government’s record...

* Abortion: the Tories imposed a one line
whip in'support of Corrie’s Bitl. Thatcher voted
for it. If the Bill becomes law thousands of
women will be forced to return to the backstreet
abortionists; particularly working class.
women. - - ) .

*Social Services: the Tories’ June Budget
demanded £4,000m worth of public spending
"cuts. David Blunkett, deputy leader of the
Labour Group on the Association of
Metropolitan  Authorities social.  service

committee, forecast: ‘It wil mean 70,000.0ld ot

disabled people being deprived of home
helps’. , )

There will be sackings ' psin
homes for the old and hanucappead and 3,500
places in children’s homes will go as will 2,800
nursery places. Four million meals on wheel
will disappear. ‘

° Who, by and large, staffs these institutions?’
Who, by and large, looks after the young, old
and sick, when the state refuses? Women do.

. *Education: the proposed cut of £550 million
in the education budget means a total loss of
over 100,000 teaching, administrative, clerical
and manual jobs. The cuts also mean fewer
nurseries, less special education, less adult
education.

Milk chop

School meals and milk also face the chop. In
higher education a six per cent cut means
chopping courses which attract most women —
arts, humanities, social sciences. )

All this means that working mothers, women
teachers, and ‘dinner ladies’ are the Tories’
special targets.

CONTINGENT FROM
ON 28 OCTOBER

movement generally and now they’re really
excited aboul campaigning on an issue that
affects women -directly. There are already
- several motions down for the STUC women’s
conference on abortion. .

Crux

_ Scottish NAC has been mecting in Dundee
- regularly and from it we have projected a
one-day anti-Corrie conference in December.
We're going to get the STUC women’s
~ conference to spunsor il.

The crux of our whole campaign is to get the

abortion issue raised in the trade union

~ branches, workplaces and schools. We're

working with the National Union of School
Students to try to get the whole discussion
about abortion into the schools as part of social
education. ’

We're also aiming 1o get to housewives on
this issue through streel meetings, petitioning,
etc.

On the (rain from Glasgow and Edinburgh
coming down on Sunday we'll be bringing
miners, firefighters, hospital workers, and
“represenfatives from many white collar unions
in Scotland. N

Whole

We're hoping they come hack from the
demonstration committed to winning the whole
of the trade union movement in Scotland to use
their power to stop Corrie’s pernicious Bill.

*Health: already mariy hospitals in the NHS
have been forced to close. The- Tories are

promoting private medicine - through tax -

concessions for private health insurance. They
are encouraging voluntary funding of hospitals
and say NHS premises will be shared by private
charities. . )

Women will have to shoulder a large burden
of these cuts — both as producers and
consumers. Whether the target is safe abortions
or anti-natal care, women’s health wiH suffer.

*Women’s rights: the Tories want to pass ]
legislation abolishing social security . for -
| strikers. As it is often women who are expected

to manage the family budget, it is they who will
bear the biggest brunt of this attack. The same
can be said if the threatened increases in council
rents go through.

Dubious

If the Tories repeal protective legislation on’

working conditions women will have the
dubious benefit of shift work. Although James
Prior has backed down on his proposals to
allow small firms to sack women who become
pregnant, if he has his way it will still be easier

_ to refuse women maternity benefits and

redundancy payments. .

*Unemployment: women face the loss of
their financial independence as their jobs in
health, education and local government start to

disappear. The post-war white blouse army is

under attack from the -cuts and the new
technology. The unemployment rate for
women is double that of men, and for women
leaving school between 1974 and 1978 the
unemployment rate increased by 1,110 per cent.
Under the Tories things can only get worse —
unless there is a fight back.

*Back to the family: the president of the

Law Society, John Stebbings, recently said that
women who go out to work are responsible for
juvenile delinquency. Patrick Jenkin, Tery
Minister for Social Services, has said it was the
separation of children from their mothers
during the war that is responsible for the
violence of the modern age.

The same theme is common to both. Women
should accept the sackings and the attacks on
their rights and return quietly to the home
where they can fulfil their role as loving wives
and full-time mothers,

For the Tories the attacks on women are not

just economic necessities for the stability of »

British capitalism: they are part and parcel of
reactionary ideology.

G0 AND GET T™HE DO(KS
OUT IN SUPPORT,
FIONA'!

Educatlon cuts
give women

‘the chop

by Carole Regan, NUT

THE effect of the education cuts on women witl
be devastating. Axing school meals will mean
massive problems for working mums and
unemployment for ‘dinner ladies’. Part-time
teachers inschools and colleges will come in for

the chop and most of them are women: Less

frequent cleaning of schools will mean

-redundancies for the mainly female cleaning

staff.

Shifts in school hours and terms 10 save on
heating bills will mean that some mothers, who
cannot find or afford the extra child care
facilities, will have 1o give up work.

Adult education and discretionary awards .
- are to be cut back — another area where women

predominate. The cut in service training means
that the teaching careers of many women will be
damaged. -

Women teachers, despite our union’s

T T T T T T
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disgraceful policy, are also alive to the dangers
of the Corrie Bill. Not only will many womesn
teachers have to give up their jobs, but the
young women we teach are often made to feel
so guilty about pregnancy that they are forced
into having late abortions or wrecking their
lives,

- If the Corrie Bill goes through we wont
even be able to give advice to students about
abortion because it will be illegal. We're goimg
to wage a massive battle in the NUT- on this
issue. It’s high time the male-dominated
executive, who think their ‘professionsl’
image would be damaged if the NUT had a
pro-abortion policy, were reminded of their
responsibilities - to their largely femate
members. .

Women in the NUT was launched iast year
to raise women’s demands within the NUT.
Local groups have mushroomed — there are

"now 39 groups outside London and we have owr

own newsletter. .

The NUT should be at the centre of the
fightback against the cuts. We're going te
ensure that it does not limit this fight te
defending full-time jobs but that the concerms,
of its women members, and women in general,
are at the centre of its activity.

Nurserydemand
takes flight

" HEATHROW Airport will have a nursery fer

its 57,000 employees if women workers have
their way.

A public meeting last week, attended by 59
people [45 of them women], decided to put a
resolution to all union branches at the airpert.

The demand for one is to be assessed by a
survey among the entire workforce. The British
Airport Authority is to sponsor the scheme.
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Exposed—

NOT the size of the vast
majority of foetuses when
they are aborted, but the -
kind of propaganda that the
anti-abortionists spread
throughout the world

Ean baby van A4y meand |
121 weken} éwangerschap -
tevent geboten. -
Botw, die maken Jeusi

The world-wide antl-abort|on lie machine

By Rose Knight, National Aborllon
Campaign

LOOK at the photographs illustrated
on this page. The pictures are
identical. Only the languages used i in
the captions are different. One ‘is
Dutch, the other Japanese.

The pictures are taken from
identical leaflets circulating in the two
countries — two countries which are
thousands of miles apart, which have

entirely different cultures. What s the

connection?

And what is the connection
between Margaret Thatcher, Labour
MP Leo Abse, and the North of
Ireland Loyalist leader Ian Paisley?

The answer to both guestions is
the same. These two countries and

many others are targets of an.

international conspiracy aimed at
denying women the right to control
their own bodies. And all three
politicisins named abcve are part of it.

ABORTIO
| LIBER ATION:
REVOLUTION

#
INTERNATIONAL
MARXIST GROUP

Abortion: Liberation and Revolution
is a new pamphlet from the
Imternational Marxist Group. Avail-
able from The Other Bookshop, 328
Upper St, London N1 the pamphlet
costs 25p. Add 15 p for p&p.
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Central to this conspiracy is the
Catholic Church. Since the early
1970s the Vatican has carried out a
full scale, co-ordinated, international
ampalgn against abortlon Direc-

and apostolic delegates who act as
channels of communication between
the Vatican, the bishops conferences
in each country, and the organisations
of Catholic lay members.

The Church operates its campaign
in three ways: direct propaganda, for
example the Pope’s recent speeches
attacking ‘the abomination of
abortion’; through groups in this
country like the Society for the
Protection of the .Unborn Child
(SPUC) and ‘Life’, and international
groups such as the ‘International
Federation of Doctors who Respect

support for right-wing anti-abortion
politicians and parties.

Aninstance of this third tactic was
the intervention of the Catholic
Church in Britain’s May general
election, when it attempted to win
votes for anti-abortion candidates —
inn most cases Tories. |

Thousands  of
circulated through Catholic organi-
sations. An exampleis ‘Life or Death’,
from which the pictures on this page
are taken.

Bogus

Over a million copies of this
leaflet, with its gory pictures and
bogus science, were given out in
Scotland during the Jast election. The
leaflet is available in Dutch,
Japanese, Chinese, French, Spanish,
German, Italian, Polish, Hungarian
and Portuguese.

Not many institutions have
establishments in all these countries.
And what other organisation apart
from the Catholic Church has the

and the ideological commitment
necessary to sponsor such world-wide
propaganda?

The Propaganda is assisted by
‘experts’ - who travel the world
attacking a woman’s right to choose.
An example is Sir William Liley, a

. William is a member of the papacy s
Page 6 _ N

tives are sent through papal nuncios

Human Life’; and finally through .

leaflets are’

funding, the uniformity of approach,.

founding president of SPUC. Slr'

Pontifical Academy of Scientists.

In Britain, where Catholics are in”
a minority, the Church works through
SPUC and Life, the latter having
a_specifically Cathollc position on
abortion. It is common for Catholic
congregations and lay groups to join
these organisations en masse, to
organise buses to demonstrations,
and to provide the main speakers.

Most of the money for these
activities is either collected at chapel
gates or donated by Catholic lay
organisations. Meeting .places and
free publicityin the Catholic press are
also provided.

Invention

A specific example is the role the
Catholic Church has played . in the
campaign for the Corrie Bill.
Cardinal Gordon Grey, leader of the
Church in Scotland, organised an
open letter to Scottish ‘MPs in support
of Corrie. Priests like Father Hugh
Byron at Wisbech Catholic Church
asked their congregations to write to

their MPs in support of the

legislation. '
The same advice was offered by

hospital chaplains, and recently

SPUC announced it was setting up a
network of hospital chaplains to
receive ‘complaints’ from doctors and
nurses about abortion cases. This
move coincided with a number of
abortion ‘horror stories’ appearing in
the popular press around the time of
the second reading of the Corrie Bill.

These horror stories have often
been pure invention. For example, the
case of Zabudah Ahmed which was
‘reported’ in the press this January.
Zabudah had started to bleed after 29
weeks of pregnancy. If she had not
had a caesarian operation she would
probably have died. She and her
husband agreed to the operation and
both her and the baby’s lrves were
saved.

But when the story appeared inf the
press it was portrayed as a ‘late
abortion’, ‘live baby born’ shock
horror story. Perfect propaganda for
those who said that Corrie’s Bill was
necessary to ‘amend the abuses’.

The Bill itself was drafted- by .

George Crozier, a member of the
Labour Party and a Catholic lawyer.

Crozier is also vice-chairperson of the
Scottish Lay Apostolate Council, and
as such is deeply involved in the
strucgures of the Catholic Church.
Recently he sent a letter to all
Labour MPs on behalf of

» organisations such as the Guild of
. Catholic Doctors, the Knights of St

Columba, the Catholic Social
Welfare Commission, the Catholic
Parents. and Electors Association,
Lifeand SPUC.

The Catholic lobby has never had
much trouble influencing the Tory

“Party. Anti-abortionism fits neatly

into Conservative philosophy. Tory
MP Michael Ancram, alias Michael
Kerr, Earl of Ancram and heir to the

Marquess of Lothian, argued during- .

the second reading of the Corrie Bill
that its opponents were ‘many strange
bedfellows...
of contraceptives and humanists’.

In the United States, anti-abortion
is equally part of the conservative
caucus which opposes sex education,
the bussing of black children and a
graduated income tax.

But what about the masses of

By Aileen Mitchell

night for a torchlight vigil.

practitioners, purveyors’

Battered woman trial review

The campaign to free June Greig — the battered woman from Edinburgh
jailed for six years for killing her violent husband — notched up a smatl
victory on 27 September when three appeal judges decided that the
evidence from the trial should be reviewed.

.Donald MacAuley QC, acting for June, submitted that the trial
judge, Lord Dunpark, had misdirected the jury by withdrawing the plea

~ of self-defence from their consideration.

Many friends and relatives assembled outside the court to demand

June’s release. In defiance of the wealher 50 women had camped out alt

Ron Brown, Labour MP for Edinburgh, Leigh, sald on the
Nationwide TV programme that ‘justice had not been done’ and pointed
to the crying need for a Domestic Violence Actin Scotland.

Extensive support for June’s case has come from trade unions,

* women's groups and individual women. The women’s conference of the
Scottish TUC is discussing a resolution calling for June’s release in.
November. She has been in prison for over seven months and will now
have to wait another three to five weeks before the appeal is heard. o

Women obviously feel strongly about this issue and identify with
June. Donations have even been received from abroad. Here in Scotland

we are determined that the delay will not defuse the campalgn to ensure

that June Greig walks out of the court a l"ree woman. -

ordinary peop]e who are Constantly
battered with well-funded . anti-
abortion propaganda? In a recent
article in the Catholic Universe the
right-wing anti-abortionist Mary
Kenny maintained that ‘the section of
the population most in favour of
abortion is upper class men; the
section of the population most
opposed is working class women’.

Not one shred of evidence was.
produced in support of this ‘fact’.
And if it is only upper class men who
are in favour of abortion, then there
must be an awful lot of them. A
National Opinion Poll published in
March this year showed that 55 per
cent of those questioned supported the
idea that ‘abortion should be made
legally available for all who want it’.

But if Kenny and the rest of the
anti-abortion lie machine really do
believe . that working class women
oppose abortion, then they should
have no objection to leaving the
choice to the individual woman
concerned. Yet that. simple demo-
cratic right is what these people have

spent billions of pounds opposing.




Where the cops bring -
on Inenatlnal Women's Day

APEOPLE UNDEFEATED isanew pamphlet
‘produced by the Irish revolutionary
‘organisation Peoples Democracy. Author John

McAnulty analyses the last ten years of struggle |

in the North of Ireland and examines the roles
played by the various organisations in the
anti-imperialist movement.

The following extract from the pamphlet —
its conclusion — gives @ sense of its genersl
flavour. A People Undefeated costs 50p and is
available from The Other Bookshop, 328
Upper Street, London N1 2XQ (add 20p for

).
‘ ‘ What conclusionscan bedrawn fromover

ten years of struggle in the North? The.

‘first and most obvious conclusion is that the
_ Northern state is-inherently irreformable and

that any ‘solution’ that involves the-

continuation of partition in any guise — be it
‘devolution’ or an independent Ulster’ — will
involve a continuation of mjustloe and
oppression.

It also needs.to be said that imperialism has
no ‘progressive role to play in Ireland. Its
‘peacekeeping’ role means in reality bloodshed
and death, its reforming role means poverty
and destitution for the Irish people. The
pressures - of ‘the struggle have also
demonstrated clearly the client nature of the 26

counties-.and the bankruptcy of successive

Dublin governments’ claims to a polmcal
independence of imperialism.
We must also say firmly and clearly that

today, as at the beginning of the struggle, all the .
elements exist for a successful revolutionary

overthrow of imperialism and capitalism — bar
one. The missing element is a revolutionary
workers’ party that in grasping the emwined
character of the struggles for  national
liberation and socialism will be able to mobilise

1969- 1979 The mlssmg element

the lrlsh working class - throughout the 32
counties.
Despite tactical gains the unpenahsts are as

far as ever from any solution — in fact, the -
overthrow of Stormont represents a strategic_

defeat that they have not yet recovered from.

.Both North and South the economic system is

in crisis — a crisis that imperialism hopes to
solve by gutting social services, cutting back

wages and crushing the defensive organisations
" of .the working class. In this area also the

imperialists have not been successful and Irish
workers show a willingness to fight back that
offers great opportunities for' a revolutionary
movement.

Learn

The resistance movement has not been
defeated and continuesto lead the fightback in
many areas of struggle. But the situation is-one
of stalemate, If imperialism has no ‘answers the
anti-imperialist movement as it is presently
constructed has no programme or strategy that
will lead to victory.

This programmatic lack does not come
from imperialist repression but from internal
contradictions within the movement and can be
traced back to a failure to link up with the
organisations of the working class in the early
1970s. However, objective conditions have
changed and the economic and political crises
are beginning to ‘march in step’ and offer the
opportunity of making those links and building
a mass movement in all 32 counties.

There are other causes for optimism. The
Irish struggle has not occurred in isolation but
.against a background of the mass upsurges
against capitalism that took place all over the
world beginning in 1968. These youthful

ELEVEN women face a North of
Ireland court this week for daring to
demonstrate on International
Women’s Day earlier this year.

The 11 were victims of 8 sudden
swoop by -~the Royal Ulster
Constabulary after they had
demonstrated outside Armagh pri-
son- where 70. women political
prisoners are held.

One of those charged has descrlbed
what happened: ‘We were suddenly
attacked by four jeep loads of the
RUC armed with sub-machine
guns...They began beating us and

struggles have fallen away ‘to reveal a deeper
and more determined movement. After defeats
in Africa, Asig and the Middle East and
decpening struggles with the working class
world-wide, imperialism today is a weaker
animal than it was ten years ago. Ireland’s
strateglc positlon gives us the opportunity to be
in the lead in the commg upsurges all over
Europe.

Peoples Democracy is proud of its history in
the struggle and we feel that by continued
analysis, discussion and self-criticism, as well

" as through bitter experience, we have avoided
. stagnation and the dangers of political

sectarianism. We feel we have the elements of a

_programme and strategy for the Irish

revolution and ‘that our members and
supporters will not only have the opportunity to

help close the long and bloody chapter of -

imperialist domination but also to.take part in
the world-wide struggle of the classes that”
will decide the future of all humanity.

It has been widely reported that Princess
Margaret has called the Irish ‘pigs’, though
later it was reportea‘ that she only called the
IRA ngs .

‘PIGS’ AND POTATOES

What British pride wnh Christian breath
Can call the Irish ‘pigs’ today,

When once the Irish starved to death
While Britain took the food away.

-~

[Records exist proving that Britain exported
Jood from Ireland during the Great Potato

‘Famine in which a million Irish people

perished.)

dragging us to the jeeps. Some of the
woinen were babics sad these
seemed (o be singled out by the palice
for rough treatment.’

The women arbitrarily selected far
arrest were held for five howrs amd
sabsequently charged with obubrme-
tiom, disorderly conduct and asmmlit.

A campaign of solidarity with the
‘Armagh 11° has bees lamnched in
Britain. A public meeting/social will
be held soon in London. Detalls im
subsequent isswes. of Socialist
Challenge.

10 “The Week’.

OTELQ Saraiva de Carvalho lends palisical
discussion Fri 26 Oct, 7.30pm, Cosrway Hall, Rl
Lion Sq, WC1. Also songs of strugpie fomsm
Portugal and South Africa Orgamised by
PWCC. Adm. £1 (60p unwaged).

Gartel‘l’ub Fairficld St., Manchesser 1. Fri 2

*Nov.7. 30pm Adm: 20p.
" PROTEST AGAINST Nuclear weaposss UN

Disarmament Week. Sat 27 Oct &t St - i
the Ficld, Trafalgar Square, 2pw -6pm. n
films, exhibitions. Teams will he o
leaflet all over Central London. -

Prossss
political party HQs, Downing Street, Siasary of
Defence, Nuclear Embassics. Evenimg Rallly =t

Central Hall Westminster, 6.30pm. Ocgaminnd
by CND.

IT’S BACK!

Belt ‘n’ Braces
‘Acadental Death of an Anaschiar”

‘Simply brilliast’ — Tariq Al

From 15 Oct, bookings 01-267 €122 ‘
Partyandwagdessruhm-
|

WORKERS ACTION mexting: Fighvimch Sar
women’s rights. 8pm Fri 26 Ocr, Genezaf Fanum,
Caledonian Road, Londos N1. T Kmgs
Cross.

REVOLUTIONARY COMBDOUNESY Temimmcy
public meeting: The rexyaox oz e ‘i-_
win? Speaker: Keith Thomgsos T © Sam .
7.30pm, Holborn Library, I Theroses Boms,
London WC1. Holbors tube.

TOWER HAMLETS Agamst Core mamsam.,
Fri 26 Oct, 6pm, Dame Coir Hioese Sex
Johnson Rd, El.

BRENTA;mam_mM
Oct, 8pm, 36A Dean R4, Willewirn Games, YWOE.
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‘Moderates’ ous

Front-line
states force
retreat on land

reform

By Richard Carver

THE Tory government — which onee threatened
to bludgeon its way towards recognition of the

white regime — has now made greater progress

than any of its predecessors in its search for a

negqtiated settlement in Zimbabwe. But if the

British solution' is imposed, history will assign the

credit —. or blame — not to Lord Carrington’s

diplomatic wizardry, but to the collaboration of
" theleaders of the ‘front-line’ states. -

They were the ones largely responsible for the
constitutional conference taking place at all, and
now they have delivered the Patriotic. Front
negotiators back to the conference table.

‘The fate of the talks was decided not in the.

hotel rooms of ZANU and ZAPU in London but
at the front-line summit in Dar es Salaam. Yet
even before the summit Tanzanian President
Nyerere -had announced the formula which:
would allow the Patriotic Front to back down on

the disputed question of compensatxon for -

-expropriated land:

“The only real problem is the issue of who
provides the money for compensation to settler
farmers. This is not a constitutional question but

" a simple policy question, and it could be easily
fesolved by Britain and her allies.’

The Front’s statement on returning to' the
conference mirrors this exactly: ‘We have
_obtained assurances that, depending on a
‘successful outcome of the conference, Britain,
the United States and- other countries will
participate in a multinational financial donor
- -effort toassist in land, agncu%tural and economic
development programmes’.

But this is not an adequate explanatlon The
- plan for such’an international fund has been
known -since the Lusaka Commonwealth
conference. Nyerere referred to it then by
quoting the example of the compensation of
white Kenyan settlers. Margaret Thatcher .
mentioned it too under the name of the
‘Confmonwealth Resettlement Fund’. »

Indeed a ‘Zimbabwe Development Fund’ or
something similar — a multinational effort to
compensate the whites and underwrite a new
black ruling class — has been.a feature of every-
British scheme since thé days of Crosland and
Kissinger.

The Patriotic Front’s posmon onland reform
has been inconsistent in the past. On otcasions
leading members have suggested that it would
nationalise only uncultivated or abandoned

settler land, rather as in post-independence -

Angola, leaving multinational agribusiness
untouched.

Yetthe dispossession of African land — which
a compensation fund would not redress.— is at
the root of Zimbabwean politics, since the very
basis of the Rhodesian state is the defence of
white settler interests. It was in recognition of
this that the Patriotic Front decided to make its
stand on the land issue.

The statistics on land tenure in Zimbabwe
speak for themselvés. The six million Africans
and 200,000 whites are each assigned almost
- exactly 45 million acres of land. Inlate 1976 there
were about 680,000 African farmers and 6 682
Europeans.

IHands Off
| Zimbabwe!

WHEN the Zimbabwe Emergency Campaign

Committee called its national demonstration on
11 November it was timed to coincide with the
debate on the renewal of Rhodesian sanctions.
But with the Lancaster House conference and the
success so far of Tory manoevures it becomes
even more important.

The representatives of the liberation struggle
now in London spend much of their time with
their hands tied by Britain and its clients in
Africa. The British labour movement could play
a vital role in saving: untie their hands. Iet the
pevple of Zimbabwe determine their own future!

The legal abolition of racial discrimination in

land in March 1977 made no difference; since, of
course, only those with money can buy new
farms. By late 1977 only two Africans had
bought farms in the European areas while plots
in the African Purchase Areas remain vacant.

~ because of the poor quality of the soil.

What the bare statistics cannot convey is the

misery and near starvation caused by this

allocation of land. The division of land was not

arbitrary — all the best farming land went to the

whites. And the inferior African land has .to

support 80 per cent of the rural population
‘compared to 20 per cent inthe white areas. :

Whiteland produces the overwhelming bulk of
crops -for export. The average size of farms i in
more than 77 per cent of the European areas is
16,000 acres, compared with ten acres on the
‘tribal trust lands’ which comprlse most of the

African area. Without a radical land reform -

white interests will continue to maintain a
stranglehold on the rural economy.
Compensation of the former white owners is
the last thing that scarce development funds
should be spent on. Far more urgent is the

-resettlement of the black population on land that

can support them. The result of ovércrowded and
sub-standard seil in many areas has been the
virtual' exhaustion of the earth’s agricultural
potential. Natural disasters, such as a poor
harvest caused by low ramf all this year, only add
to the problem.

On top of all this comes the war. About 95 per
cent of the tribal trust lands are under martial

law. The white troops have the legal power ta

destroy crops, livestock and homes, {0 uproot -
* whole populations and to recruit them for forced-
| labour. They don’t hesitate to useit. _
-the -absence of B
veterinary services have left livestock vuilnerable

to disease. An estimated 30 per cent of the cattle -

Undernourishment "and

in the tribal trust lands has already died this year.

In these circumstances the land question

becomes more than a debate about the country’s

future — the question is whether large-sections of

the population” will even live to see a new

Zimbabwe. Famine has alrgady hit areas in the -

north--of  the country and without drastic
measures it will spread.
Land reform, therefore, ¢annot. be postponed

for ten years (or for ever) as in the Carrington™

constitution. It is one of the two crucial questlons
facing the Zimbabwean strugg]e

“The other, unsurprisingly, is who controls the
security forces. The present incumbent,
Lieutenant-General Peter Walls, has arrived in
London to boost Bishop Muzorewa’s flagging
morale, as well as to establish privately with the
British delegation ajoint approach to the security
issue.

Carrington must be pleased with progress so
far. There will be no problem agreeing a common
formula on the transitional period with Walls, so
the next step will be to repeat his brinkmanship
over the land issue on control of the army. No
doubt the telephone lines to Dar es Salaam and
Lusaka have been left open.

Zamlnbwm girls at Victory Camp, Zambia.
Inset' Thatcher and Zambia” sPresndent Kaunda

junta.

' By Dave Kellaway

toppled _the dicfator of neighbouring Fl
Salvador, General Carlos Hamberto Romero.
But the coup of 15 October was, as predicted by a
spokesperson of the opposition United Peoples
Action Front [FAPU] in Socialist Challenge
three weeks ago, ‘one intended to speed np
impenallsm s favoured ‘democratic’ opemng .

anan Salvado, ’
2
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THE SHOCK Y-WAVES from Nicaragua have .

PACIFIQUE

The coup leaders, Colonel Abdul Gutierrez
and Colonel Arnolda Mejano, declared that the
reason -for their action was ‘the inability of
Romero to control the wave of violence
unjeashed by the subversive organisations’.
Portraying themselves as ‘moderates’, they
called on Romero’s opponents to lay down their
arms. -

The: new reglme has promised presrdentml
elections next year, freedom for political parties,
the . dishanding of fascist paramilitaries, an
amnesty for political prlsoners and exiles, a
clean-up of fascists in the army, and a
non-aligned foreign policy.

_But at the same time it has instituted martial
law and a curfew from 10pm to 5am, and banned
political meetings of more than three people, By
Thursday of last week 28 people had been killed
and 72 wounded as the army moved against
Jeft-wing strongholds.

- The directing hand of US lmpenallsm was

obvious from a State Department admission that
_the coup ‘certainly did not take us by surprise’. It
fits in with the ‘Carter Plan’ being carried out by
uUs represemauves Vance, Vaky and Browdler
under the suspicious eyes of the CIA and the
Pentagon.

Direct US military lntervenuon to prop up
dictatorships is almost ruled out at the moment in
the wake of Vietnam and setbacks such as
Angola and Iran. Instead the aim is to secure
imperialism’s interests through ‘cleansing’
operations which maintain the unity and
effectiveness of the armed forces while at the
same time integrating moderate opposition
forces.

Events in Dominica, Ecuador, Bolivia and

" Peru have all reflected this plan. Nicaragua upset

its progress in Central America — and the coup
in El Salvador has the additional aim of trying to
isolate the Sandinista-led revolution.

But the new junta faces problems in
implementing even partial reforms. The hardline
right prevented Romero’s predecessor, Molina,
from pushing through a limited land reform in
1976. What is more, reforms cost Mmoney — Us
money. And the present economic s:lmmon is
hardly helpful in that respect.

The other precondition is to quell the mass
mobilisations by splitting off the reformist
opposition and isolating the revolutionary left.

Opposition [UNO], who ‘lost’ the last iwo
fraudulent elections, seem to be glvmg the new
regime their guarded support

Indeed, one of the junta’s civilian members is
Guillermo Ungo, head of the National
Revolutionary Movement {MNR], which has
links with the Socialist International. Morales
Earlich, Christian Democrat leader, has
commented on national radio that the new
regime’s aims are the same as his party. Most
significant, because of its trade union support, is
the Communist Party’s endorsement of the

-

Already the parties of the United National

El Salvador
|dictator

The response of the ‘revolutionary’ m
movements_and the guerrilla groups out:
UNO has been different. Ana . Martir
representing  the allegedly  20,000-sir
Revolutionary Peoples Bloc (BPR), denoun
the coup as ‘one more example of the handiw
of American imperialism’, and called
‘increased insurrection’.

Latest news suggests, however, that a pop
uprising against the coup is not materialisi
The emphasis placed by these groups on arr
action means that they have not develope
rounded political alternative to the electoral
and pressure politics of the reformists, wh
‘means that there could be many illusions in
new junta,

Premature calls for insurrection can
substitute for a political fight with the reform
around demands that mobilise the masses
struggle for a genuine land reform, t
disbanding of the repressive forces, comp
amnesty, and immediate elections to
constituent assembly. In this process, of cou
the people niust hold on to their arms.

‘More is at stake than the revolution in
-Salvador. The fight to turn this opening int
struggle to overthrow the 50 families who owi
Salvador and theirimperialist backers is the
possible way to defend and strengthen
revolutionary gains in Nicaragua.

“Solidarity with the revolutionary mobil
tions in. El Salvador must be added to the age
‘of all meetings and events organised in solida
with  Nicaragua. For further informat
contact: Latin American Bureau, 1 Cambri
Terrace, London NW1; and Central Ameri
Human Rights Commlttee, 59a High Street, |
!sleworth Middlesex.

THREE - Trotskyist ~ militantss — Rica
Cisneros Castro, José Humberto Sorto Escob
and Raul Mercado Bernal — were kidnapped
Rometo’s National Guard on 17 September
part of a drive against trade union activists.
demand news of these militants from the 1
regime. Telegrams should be sent to: C
Presidencial, El Salvador, Centroamerica.

Aid forl
Nicarag

By Clive Turnbull plies, teach
In Cana
THE revolution which over- | darity had!
threw Somoza was not -just a | Canadian |
victory for the Nicaraguan | the first pl
workers and peasants, it was a | dispatched
victory for the exploited and | Somoza’s ¢
oppressed the world over., Solidarity
" Today the struggle con- | fact-findin
tinues. As the FSLN says: ‘We | Nicaragua.
have overthrown Somoza, but A recen
the revolution has only just | Germany s
begun.’ European .
Somoza extracted a bitter | listwasthe
price from the Nicaraguan | long-terml
people for their victory: : from inte
*35,000dead in the last year | and gove
alone, . with over 100,000 | reconstruct
wounded. . . A nun
*40 per cent of the | projects -w
population left without ade- | solidarity
quate food. country
*More than 25 per cent of | undertake.
industry severely damaged by | Britain the
bombing. committee
*Over half the  active | campaign
population unemployed. Esteli.
. Already there has been a Solidarit
strong international response | organised
to the needs of the Nicaraguan | Coordinati
people. Despite its limited | which pr¢
resources, Cuba has sent large | Nicaragua
quantities of foodstuffs, in- | mittee can
cluding’ milk for babies, | Compton

agricultural and medical sup- Ni. Ther
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As part of its contribution to
building solidarity, the IMG is
organising a speaking tour of
all the major cities to win the
widest possible support for the
Nicaraguan .revolution. Con-

tact us if your area is not -

covered in the list below.

Speakers are available for
trade union and Labour Party
meetings. Resolutions calling
for support and aid to
Nicaragua should be sent to
union executives, the TUC and
the Tory government.
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By Fred Murphy

THE Nicaraguan government and mass
organisations have redoubled their efforts to put
a stop to counter-revolutionary ‘terrorism
following the murder on 4 October of FSLN
militant Marce! Pallais. Checa. Pallais’s
bullet-riddled body was found near the Central
American University campus in Managua.
Pallais had been in charge of an effort to stop
sabotage at the Villa Fontana Telecommunica-
tions Complex. It is thought that supporters of

the Somoza dictatorship whom Pallais had .
dismissed from their posts may have had a hand-

in his death.

The Pallais assassination is the most recent
incident in a resurgence of counter-
revolutionary terrorist activity since late
September. On 24 September an armed rightist

- group shouting pro-Somoza slogans ambushed a

militia patrol in Managua and killed 19-year-old

" Oscar Rivas Gallard. Over the previous few days,
snipers had fired on the headquarters of the.

Sandanista’ Workers Federation (CST) and
Nicaraguan Film Institute in Managua.

In response, the FSLN has launched a -

‘Control Somocismo, Defend the Revolution’
campaign through the Sandinista Defence

Committees (CDS) — ‘the eyes and ears of the . [

revolution’. The CDS are being organised on a
block-by-block basis to gather data on suspicious
incidents and on the whereabouts and activities
-of known Somocistas who may be involved in
counter-revolutionary crimes.

In the face of internal and external threats to
the revolution, the FSLN has also announced its
intention to expand the militia to increase the
masses’ preparedness for self-defence.

As Interior Minister Tomas Borge explained
an the Rivas funeral: ‘Those who killed a
militiaman do not know that the revolution gives
concrete answers to each problem...Instead of
destroying the militias, we’ll multiply them. So in
three months there will be 300,000 militia in
Nicaragua. The workers, the students, the high
schools, and the neighbourhoods should be
prepared.’ )

In a population of about 2.3 million, with

700,000 economically active, the project of a

300,000-person militia shows the seriousness

.San Antonio sugar mill — an example of
reconstruction needs.

_ organised

Above: Their aim is a
counter-revolutionary invasions.
with which the FSLN is responding to the rightist
terror. B -

FSLN. Comandante Jaime Wheelock
explained at a rally in Managua on 3 October that
the efforts of the army and the Ministry of

Interior are ‘not enough’ to defeat the counter-.

revolution. Victory will come only if the workers
and peasants ‘prepare themselves to control the
productive wealth of our country’.

In the workplaces confiscated from the.

Somocistas, Wheelock said, ‘we need to have

unions with full participation in power...There -
must be neither exploiters nor exploited. There’

must be just and equitable relations. The workers
must. know their jobs in order to govern their
production. The task of the state is solely that of
administration. The workers are the true owners
of the national wealth.’ .

There are growing signs that the bourgeois
forces are looking for ways to put a brake on the
revolution. The Chambér of Commerce has
several meetings to press for
convoking the ‘Council of State’, a legislative
body called for in the programme of the
Government of . National Reconstruction

- published just prior to Somoza’s fall.

This council was to be made up of 33
representatives: from the bourgeois parties,

.Chamber of Commerce and Industry, FSLN,
trade unions, the Catholic Church, and other.

groups. Its proposed composition was
disproportionately weighted towards the most
conservative sectors of the anti-Somoza front.

-The bourgeois forces hoped it would serve as a

check on the social and economic measures taken
after Somoza’s fall.

Since that time, however, the Sandinista-led
government has charted a course that shows it to

D00 strong militia alongside a reguar- army (top) to discourage

be far more representative of the interests of the
workersand peasants than the forces that were to
have made up the ‘Council of State’.

No date has been set for the convocation of
the ‘Council of State’. Junta member Moisés
Hassan pointed out on 5 October that in any
event its composition would have to be
reconsidered, since a number of groups that were
to have seats no longer exist.




Trotsky: A Study in the Dynamic of His
g;;gtt by Ernest Mandel, New Left Books,
) Y
" Revolutionary Marxism Today by Ernest
. Mandel New Left Books, £4‘75p

TROTSKY ’S centenary will not be celebrated
. this year in Moscow or Peking, Hanoi or

Havana, Tirana or Belgrade. Whatever else
divides the old Stalinist family, the thought of

- _Trotsky umites them. The founder of the Red

Army, orgsniser of the October insurrection,
historian of the Revolution’s rise, decline and
ultimate de%:neratlon will be totally lgnored in
thé land of

And yet it is Trotsky who is victorious. It is
his. ideas (rather than those of his principal
adversary Stalin) which continue to fascinate
bourgeois historians and inspire revolution-
aries to this very-day. K is his theoretical and
poiitical analyses which continue to guide the
activities of revolutionary Marxists on a world
scale. It is this fact (the decision taken by
Trotsky to organise and fight back) that
. distinguishes him from a// the other opponents

- of Stalinism.

Ernest Mandel’s two new books, produced
by NLB -to coincide with the centenary of
Trotsky’s birth, seek to accomplish a dual task.
The Trotsky is an mtroductory work, designed
to stimulate the reader’s appetite, to serve as a
footpath- to Trotsky’s own  writings.
Revolutionary Marxism” Today is a set of

“critical interviews with Mandel conducted by
some of the terriers of the Fourth International:
Henri Weber and Denis Berger from France,
Robin Blackburn and Quintin Hoare from

Britain and Jon Rothschild from the Umted

States.

Mandel’s rcsponse to the questions forces
him to develop the ideas of Lenin and Trotsky.
His interviewers refuse to let him retreat into
the Marxist classics. And the combination is
both stimulating and provocative, even
iconoclastic. Even those who disagree with
Mandel will be forced to concede that his
arguments cannot be ignored or dismissed out
" “of hand.

I
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Mandel's Trotsky is conipared on the
bookjacket by NLB to Lukacs’ Lenin. In one

sense this is not a false analogy. Both books.

represent an assessment of Lenin and Trotsky

‘as seen through the very spécial spectacles of

their - respective authors. Mandel is not a
disinterested analyst. He is one of the central

leaders of the Fourth International and its .
~ foremost theoretician.

He certainly celebrates the theoretical

‘audacity of the young Trotsky who produced

Results and ‘Prospects. Before any .other
Marxist Trotsky realised that imperialism had
created an economic Chinese Wall between
nations, that no further country could join the
imperialist world.
understood before anyone else that accelerating
technological and military advances had

created inequality on a planetary scale. The-

circle could only be broken by proletarian
revoelutions.
It was not pre-ordained that the less

_ developed countries would follow the same -
‘path as the developed capitalist states, This was

in sharp contrast to the ‘Father of Russian

" Marxism’, G.V. Plekhanov, who wrote at the

same time: ‘Russia stands at a crossroad on the

‘way to capitalism and all other avenues are

closed to her. In order to fight capitalism only
one way is left... to help it grow as fast as
possible : '

* But Mandel refuses to endorse any attempt to
justify Trotsky’s pre-Bolshevik orgamsatlona]
concepts: ““In and of itself, thére is nothing
positive in Trotsky’s stubborn opposition to

_Lenin’s organisational concept of* 1902-3; and
therecent, belated attempts to rehabilitateit are .-

ahistorical and sterile in charactcr. Indeed the
long-term ~ consequences ~ of Trotsky’s
“non-Bolshevism” between 1903 and 1917
appear even more tragic today than they did at
the time. They certainly made it much more
difficult, between 1923 and 1928, to win the

Bolshevik cadre to the key planks of his struggle - -

against the bureaucracy. And if that cadre had
gone over in .its- majority to the Left

Opposition, it would have made a great

difference to world history.’
Mandel’s Trotsky is certainly the homage of

It was Trotsky who

FOR

a disciple, butit is not uncritical. He refuses to
accept the notion of infallibility as far as any of
the classical Marxists-are concerned. The end
result is a compact and valuable introduction to
the central ideas of Trotsky.

Revolutionary Marxism Today shows the
v1tahty of non-dogmatic Trotsky15m Mandel’s
views are his own. They remain the subject of

polemics (sometimes fierce) both inside and

outside the Fourth International, but that in no

‘way. detracts from their value: Two of the

interviews were originally published in New
Left Review (Socialist Strategy in the West and
The Transitional Regimes in the East), but even
these have been lmproved by the addition of
supplementary questions and answers.

In his discussion of a revolutionary strategy
in the West, Mandel refuses to accept that the
defeats of the revolution are due solely to the
‘betrayals by burcaucrats:

‘In most cases after the First World War, »

and sometimies even later in the 1930s or 19405,
the masses began to identify their democratic
freedoms — which-are an absolute gain that we

*aim not merely to defend but to consolidate and

deepen within the workers’ state — with
bourgeois-democratic, parliamentary state

" institutions. Although it is true that reformist

leaderships bear overwhelming responsibility
for this, they could nevertheless not have had
the effect . they did without a specific
conjunction of historical circumstances. Of
major importance was the experience of
fascism; so too was that of Stalinism, both
through the reformist turn of the Comintern in
1934 and through the repulsive examples of the
regimes of Eastern Europe and the USSR

He argues that the experience of Portugal
demonstrates, apart from other things, the
central importance of socialist democracy and
insists that it has to form part of any viable
revolutionary strategy in the West.

The book contains two new interviews:
-‘Permanent Revolution in the Third World and
The Politics of Contemporary International-
ism. The first:consists of a sustained attempt by

the interviewers to challenge the theses of the -

Permanent Revolution. They argue that the
collapse of the European colonial empires and

* industrialisation. ,
. further industrialisation lie in the structure of

the establishment -of juridically independent
states compelled the national bourgeoisies to
force through a limited industrialisation. )
Thus some of the tasks ascribed by Trotsky
to the proletariat have been carried through by
the post-colonial bourgeoisie. What follows is
an extremely useful and concrefediscussion.
Mandel clarifies and enriches some of the
postulates of Trotsky’s theses. He charts the .
changes that have occurred on a world scale. He
accepts that there have been important
structural changes in Brazil, India, South
Korea, Hong Kong, Mexico, Argentina. The
process of industrialisation in Brazil, for .
example, has created in Saoc Paulo more
industrial workers than in most industrial

concetrations in the advanced capitalist
countries. R :
Mande! describes these countries as

" semi-industrialised rather than semi-colonial,

but despite the persistence of his interlocutors,
stubbornly insists that they remain dependent
countries. The bulk of  their populations
remain excludéd from the process of.
The objective limits to

the world market.

The  semi-industrialised countries remain
subjected to the institufions and technology of
the major imperialist states. The strafegy of the
permanent revolution remaintotally valid_.'The
increased weight of the proletariat in the ‘third
world’ aids the transformation of struggles for
national-democratic tasks into struggles for
proletanan power. .

Mandel is at his best- when he is engaged in a
_polemic. The sharp "questioning therefore
" results in' forcing him to confront issues not
encompassed by ‘orthodoxy’. Whether he does
so'successfully depends on whether one agrees
with his political outlook.

But even those who .do not will find
Revolutionary Marxism Today a unique

“compilation. For it is the only sustained

attempt to provide  an internationalist
understanding of world politics.
Both of these books should be bought, read

. and studied. I think they will stand the test of

time,




‘decisions have been ignored.
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HOMENEWS

By Pat Hickey

THE RESPONSE of the trade union leadership
in British Leyland to Edwardes’ plan for a
massive round of redundancies and plant
closures has:clearly shown the need for a fight
to change the leadership at every level. A new
round of redundancies, following on the 20,000
jobs already lost in the last eighteen months,
was clearly on the cards for some time. The
Leyland Cars Joint Negotiating Committee had
advance notice that this was pending, but they
did nothing until Edwardes made the formal
announcement. '

British Oxygen's
exemplary claim...

By Tessa Van Gelderen

THE BRITISH Oxygen workers’ pay
claim is the first in the round of winter
claims — and the BOC workers look
settotake onthe company.

The main element of the claim is

- for £25 on their basic wage. They have
already  rejected  management’s
derisory offer of £7.

Management has tried to turn the
emphasis of the increases towards the
shift allowances, but this has been
rejected as divisive — splitting those
who do shift work from those who
don’t.

The workers’ claim is clearly
around increases in the basic wage.
This becomes even more important
with undancies and loss of

¢ already threatened for early

Micky Boulter, sccretary of the
Transport Union at BO(

sees the strugg

of pay

in the fight

redu

‘We will have to go for 35 hours

tor 48 hours pay it we’re not o lose

anv jobs. And that also means
ng up the basic rate now.’

1¢ unions at BOC have won the

right to examine the company’s

books, and their claim is based on an

sessment of the company’s ability

;. Prediclably BOC deny that

ample to

s of how to bu mited

fight to defeat the bosses and the
Tories’ reactionary policies.

British Leyland closures .
Paying the price

When the details became clear, the LCINC

set up apn emergency committee to prepare
opposition to the plan. This committee
consisted of officials and senior stewards and
convenors. So thoroughgoing was. the
opposition prepared by the committee that
Edwardes emerged from .the first meeting
declaring that he had the amber light to go
ahead! ‘ i :

Within days the leading convenors were
backtracking and declaring their opposition to
the plan- and their readiness to fight. The
unofficial British Leyland Combine Committee
met in Birmingham and also came out in
opposition to the proposals, but they drew up
no plan of campaign to turn this opposition
into action. )

Many plants did not send any delegation to
the meeting, and two of the major plants faced
with closure — Castle Bromwich and Canley —
did not speak. . -

The Combine’s opposition consisted of
calls for blacking of transfer of work and
resistance in the threatened plants. This is
exactly the formula which failed so dismally at
Speke. The alternative to the Edwardes plan
put forward was a call for more investment, an
expansion of production, and import controls.

The inability of the Combine Committee to -

put forward any real plan of action left the
initiative in the hands of the bureaucracy. The
executive of the Confederation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering Unions met Edwardes last

week and endorsed his plan. They completely -

ignored the Combine Committee, the lay
delegates on the LCINC, and the plant
leaderships from convenors to shop stewards.

There can be no more convincing
demonstration of the complete impotence of
the present leadership- faced with manage-
ment’s attacks.

There is no doubt that Edwardes will get the
endorsement he seeks in the ballot. The
membership have no viable alternative to
management’s rationalisation plan, and there is

no prospective leadership in BL with sufﬂc_i? .

t
support on the shopfloor to combat the sell-gut

of the bureaucracy.

The responsibility for this situation lies with

the Communist Party. The CP has been the
dominant - political force among plant
leaderships throughout the last ten years. Since
the Ryder report, introducing participation, the
party has gone along with scheme after scheme
to make BL viable. Every scheme has meant
more job loss, more speed-up, and so on.
Through their leadership at Longbridge, the

biggest BL plant, the CP won acceptance for
the participation proposals. Participation -

meant unions and management together
ensuring the future of Leyland. It meant the
unions surrendering their independence in
return for involvement in bodies such as the

... and Ford's lousy one

By James Drake

THIS time last vear Ford workers had
already been on strike for over four
weeks for a £20 a week increase and a
35 hour week. This year the Ford
National Joint Negotiating Commit--
tee is in the process of presenting the
claim and 57,000 Ford workers don’t
even know what’s in it.

There has been no discussion in the
trade union branches, and even the
shop stewards committees have had
onty token discussions — their

No netification of the claim has
been issued to the shopfloor. The most
diligent of noticeboard scourers might

Cars Council, which was used to rubber-stamp
management decisions.

The bureaucracy was strongly in favour of
participation because it allowed the officials to
become fully involved in the affairs of BL, thus
undermining the independence of shopfloor
organisation. In particular, it weakened the
position of the shop stewards, who had led the
resistance to speed-up and redundancies.

The plant leaderships were so strongly
involved in participation that when Edwardes
announced his first job-cutting plan they gave
him a standing ovation. And the unions and
management together voted for management’s
plan to cut 20,000 jobs.

They went along with management again in
establishing corporate bargaining in the
LCINC, which is
buresucracy. As a result independent structures
based on the shopfloor have been completely
neglected. The Combine Committee has
become a rump, with only limited attendance

“from the plants and no authority on the

‘shopfloor. ' .
In the present ballot, agreed to by the
Confed bureaucrats, everyone from the

“sweeper to Edwardes himself will be voting.

One section of the membership will be voting to
-do away with the jobs of another section. There
is no doubt that the result of the ballot will
make it very difficult to develop a fightback.
But these problems must be faced.

The only current capable of starting a
fightback in BL today is the far left. To date,
unfortunately, it has worked together too little.
The decision to set up the Leyland Action
Committee, involving people from Solihull,
Longbridge, Cowley, and Jaguar, was a step in
the right direction.
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dominated by the.

leadership in BL.

The Leyland Action Committee will be
concentrating its attention on the main plants
faced with closure. But it also needs a broader
perspective of developing a BL-wide fight for
the replacement of the present leadership. For
this a BL bulletin is needed which goes into all
the main plants on a regular basis. It needs to
develop a programme around the nationalisa-
tion of the car and components industry, for
opening the books, against redundancies and
speed-up, for the independence of the
shopfloor organisations and, the strengthening
of trade union democracy.

The far left has considerably increased its
strength over the past few years in BL and has
established itself in most of the major plants. It
is lime to turn that strength towards a fight for

-5 =

for ‘participation
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T ral e sememans

TRUE, Our Times only appeared on our pages, and there wasn’t a work-inin
New Printing House Square. But there was Times Challenger, which helped
to launch the press freedom debate within the labour movement, and the
Thomson management has emerged from the 11-month fiasco looking
remarkably stupid. :

Having locked-out its 4,300 employees wheh the print unions refused to
accept big job cuts in the shape of new technology, management has now
settled without a plus sign to its balance sheet. .

It has bought out a few jobs, but at the price of large wage rises which will
now ricochet around Fleet Street. It has obtained guarantees of continuous
production, which may well be worthless. .

And the crucial issues — the direct input of copy by journalists, and
manning levels in the machine room — remain unresolved.

So the ruling class at breakfast have got back Bernard Levin (and their
welcome), while the craft unions have proved they can hold out against
American-style confrontations, and Lord Thomson’s antics have helped the
labour movement on its way to a mass daily paper (at least we think so).

at Fords on strike for a decent wage last year. .

stewards conference to meet to discuss STOP PRESS: Just four days before
and unite to fight for the claim. These the claim is to be submitted, Ford
proposals were carried unanimously. workers have finally found out what’s

There have been calls from various being demanded on their behalf. -
shops stewards committees for the’ Their leaders are demanding a £26
reconvening of the Coventry shop increase plus cost-of-living agree-
stewards conference which deter- ment. And despite all the demagogy
mined the claim last year. over the last year about the
importance of fighting for a 35-hour
week, it’s not even in the claim!

. Instead what’s proposed is paid
time off (amount still unknown) for
every full week worked. This is not
too different. from a productivity
deal, since any week disrupted by
disputes or other factors would mean
no time off.

. More details next week.

have found the ‘guidelines’ for the
claim — a ‘substantial’ increase, 35
hours, a cost of living agreement, a
lineworkers’ allowance and improve-
ments in pensions.

Unless there is° some strong
pressure put on the negotiators we can
expect a flabby deal — perhaps like the
Vauxhall’s deal where the ‘cost of
living agreement’ means talks cannot
be reopened until inflation has risen by
at least 16 per cent. ,

The stewards at Dagenham called &
‘B> shift shop meeting on 27
Sepiember to endorse the ‘guidelines’,
‘but supporters of the Ford Workers |

'Group called for a figure of £125 basic
to-‘be named and put forward in the
claim’. and for a national sheop

EXE IS

We have to build on the feeling
that exists already against the way the
claim is being handled. A lobby of the
talks when the company replies in
mid-Nevember is the minimum
requirement to keep up pressure. This
is what the Ford Workers Group and
other rank and file militants will be
arguing and building for.

Socialist Challenge 25 October 1979 Puage 11




By Sally Feldman

THE SCENE: A board meeting,
somewhere at the BBC

Bright young producer (BYP): Hey, I
know. Let’s do another arts
programme!

All (groans): Oh, come on. Not
another arts programme!

BYP: No, no — not like the others.
This is a brand new concept I'm
talking about — an arts programme
for the masses! .

All (eyebrows raised amid mutters of
disbelief): Come on, you can’t be
serious. What do the masses know
about art? .

BYP: Well, that’s exactly it. Nothing.

Sothis will be an introduction to what

is meaningful, relevant, valid in the
modern arts world. You know — so
everyone can be in touch with the
“vibrant artistic forces in our society.
Ordinary people will be able to
talk about what’s being talked about,
‘and know all the right names. And
we’ll cover all the subjects that...that
Hardnosed executive:
money. Is that what you mean?
BYP: Well, yes. Money and taste —
what better definition of artistic
endeavour and motivation could
there possibly be?
Scriptwriter: Maybe you’ve got
something there, but I see a problem

in presentation. I mean, what papers

do the masses read?
All (in chorus): The Sun. The Daily
Star. The —

Scriptwriter: Exactly. Sohow can you-
get people who read big headlines and
no words interested in serious
aesthetic enterprise, critical reviews,
intellectual debate..?

BYP: Ah, I was coming to that.
That’s one of the features that’ll be
different about this programme. No
item will be more than three minutes
long — the average concentration
span of the working class man.
Female studio manager (dutifully):
What about woman?

BYP: Yes, you’re right. Better make
half the items two minutes long. )
All (except female studio manager):
Guffaw, guffaw! Ho, ho, ho! ,
Scriptwriter (puzzled): But what can
‘you say in three minutes?

BYP: Well, I thought we could begin
with something about the Bugatti car
exhibition. . I mean, working class
people like cars, don’t they?
Established director: What about
Shakespeare? Can’t have the arts
without a bit of Shakespeare.

Nicos Poulantzas: An appreciation

..That make

MainstreamBBC1—

Zip up an arsprogramme

All this experimental nonsense is
all very well, but imagine what a
service we’d be doing bringing the
voice of the golden bard to the crude

ears of the lower classes.
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BYP: You want Shakespeare, I’ll give
you Shakespeare. Here we are — two
minutes of three plainly-clad
conspirators from Julius Caesar
sounding like a local Labour Party

branch meeting, just to show the old
boy wr:tes for everyone.

Then add a bit about the Royal

Shakespeare Company - being in

trouble — to show that art and money
don’t always go hand in hand...
Female (a little wearily): What about
women?
BYP: A lady interviewer I think.
Hardnosed executive: Someone to
turn on the men..
lF]e(maIe And that the women w11]
ike.
BYP: 1 know — how about giving
them a touch of royal. Jane’d love to
do something for the masses. I’m sure
she would.

She met a dustman once and just
loved him...
Hardnosed executive: Lady Jane'
Wellesley! Are you kidding? Even
Radio 4 think she’s too highbrow for
them!
BYP: Nonsense. She’s the perfect girl
for the part. Beautiful, hard to get, a
trifle classy — that’s what the man in
the street wants!
Scriptwriter: QOkay, how about
classical music. Now that’s something

I just can’t see you slipping through to ..

them while they’re swigging their pale
ale and eating their winkles.

BYP: Well, everyone’s heard of the
London  Symphony  Orchestra,
haven’t they? And I don’t mean we
have to play music — not at all. Let’s
just have that new wop conductor on,

| and Jane can talk to him.

Established director (scoffing): What
about? Stravinski? The woodwind
section? Modern versus baroque?
BYP: Of course not. We want
something that will appeal directly to.
the masses. That everyone can
identify with. We must bring the arts
right to their own front doors. I’ve got
it!

Al (sighing): Dont tell us! You’re
going to ask him about football...

-FADE

|
JEAN SEBERG

THE CIA have admitted that they ran
a campaign of slander against Jean
Seberg, the French actress who
comumitted suicide recently...

The brash and ruthless CIA

Should scrape and clean away the rust
And take the deadly dirty away

— SoTruthand Justicein thedust,
And Faith and Freedom in decay, .
Can read the text ‘In God We Trust’
Throughout the plastlc USA.

N. Racine-Jaques, 1979

"the ‘old’ and

By Robin Blackburn .

NICOS POULANTZAS, the Marxist political

scientist, died in Paris on 3 October at the age of
43. A prolific writer, he wrote books on the
Marxist theory of the capitalist state, on

fascism and Nazism, on the class formation of

contemporary capitalism and, most recently,
on socialist strategy in the advanced countries.

Poulantzas was a member of the
‘Eurocommunist’ Greek Communist Party ‘of
the interior’. For most of the last decade he
lived in France, where he was associated at
various times with the disciples of Louis
Althusser in the French Communist Party, and
with the left-wing CERES group in the French
Socialist Party.

A refreshing feature of Poulantzas’
approach to politics was his willingness to
engage in discussion and debates with those
who rejected his own ‘left Eurocommunism’
perspectives: as, for example, at the Marxist
Symposium sponsored.by Socialist Challenge
in 1978, or in the exchange with Henri Weber
published in International.

Orthodox

Poulantzas’ earlier writings, such - as
Political Power and Social Class, are couched
in terms of an orthodox Marxism and
Leninism. They have filled an important gap in
Marxist theory and contain useful criticisms of
bourgeois political science. However they were

. not directed to resolving immediate questions

of political strategy, and to some extent have
been absorbed by a predominantly academic
Marxist discourse.

Fascism and Dictatorship contams an
examination of the fascist -movements in
Germany and Italy, underlying the tragic failure
of the workers movement in those countries to
form an anti-fascist workers united front.

With Classes in Contemporary Capitalism,
Poulantzas tackled the thorny guestion of
establishing the real social boundaries of the
working class, differentiating the latter from
‘new’ petty bourgeoisie.
Poulantzas insisted that only those who were
involved in the sphere of material production

could properly be considered members of tne
proletariat.

Poulantzas’ resolution of these questions of
class analysis might seem to embody a strict
Marxist purism. Paradoxically this paved the

[ way for a move away from Leninism in his last

book, State, Power -and Socialism. The
narrowly defined proletariat of Classes in
Contemporary Capitalism was evidently too
slender a social force to be capable of throwing
up new ruling institutions; the best that it could
do was to develop factory councils which would
be a valuable complemen! to the activities of the
workers parties in parliamentary assemblies.

Missing

1= wxsvaes w1iSSING concept in Poulantzas
later work is that of the ‘collective worker’, the
social basis for the strategy of revolutionary
socialism. Indeed, by allowing too much wéight

{ to ‘authority relations’ within the capitalist

factory, Poulantzas was led to exclude many
skilled and semi-privileged layers from his
concept of the working class; he also excluded
workers in the sphere of social reproduction
from the proletariat, again with the
consequence of underestimating the potential
collective political capacity of the proletarian
movement.

But although State, Power and Socialism

_embodies some highly erroneous political

conclusions, it is, at the same time, the most
original and challenging work by Poulantzas. It
is more clearly and simply written than his other -
books, and contains much stimulating
discussion of such topics as the principles of
bourgeois legality, and the role of ideology in
cemeénting social relations.

The early death of Nicos Poulantzas is a sad
loss for the left; even though revolutionary
Marxists were obliged to differ with many of his
conclusions, his work as a whole helped to
encourage. a new . interest in Marxist,
investigation of the political domain and to
combat the all too frequent resort to militant
economism as a substitute for socialist politics.
He will be sorely missed both as an unsectarian
theoretical amtagonist and as a highly
productive Marxist writer.




Bizarrestate

systems

TARIQALI'S descrlptlon of
Kampuchea as neither fish nor fowl
seems quite apt, but only with respect
to Kampuchea.
~° Allthe states we bracket together

as ‘deformed workers states’ share
this designation.. So far, wherever
capitalist production has been
overthrown the form of the state that
" was toppled with it was not capitatist
but some form of pre-capitalist
absolutism.

Lenin made this clear with regard
to Russia.

Itis not surprising, therefore, to
find that this political inheritance, in
all circumstances, should leave it’s
mark on the resulting ‘workers state’.
Theabsolutist fish mixing withthe

socialist fowl in fact (Trotsky himself

drewattentiontocertainresemblances |

between Stalinand an old fashloned
Asiatic despot). .

_ Ifthis notion of a mix is accepted
then one which is nearly all fish and
virtually no fowl is a real possibility in
extreme circumstances.
.- Marx always accepted that when
the working class overthrew the
. capitalist state there would be
inherited hangovers from it that
would take time to eliminate. As no
truly capitalist state formation has yet
 been overthrown we should adjust -
- ideas to account for this, Thisidea is
- implicit in the theory of permanent
revolution. -

Some further points:

Socialism shares with
pre-capitalist — but not capitalist —
modes of production the fact that it’s

" economic motivationis the
production of use value not exchange
value. The difference is in who uses it.

Another parallel between socialist
and, at least some, forms of
pre-capltahst states is that neither

. permit individual private ownership
of, at least, the land, whichin the
pre-capitalist economy is the major
means of production.

Within this brief and crude model
‘we canlocate Kampuchea and other
‘deformed workers states”. That is,
they will be marked with traces
perhaps overwhelmmg ones, of social
formations more primitive and more
authoritarian than capitalism. It is
always necessary to evaluate each one
in actuality before deciding our
attitude towardsiit.

Further, in exceptional
circumstances, the overthrow of a-
capitalist mode of production may
mean, on balance, not a social
advance but a retrogression. The

. exceptional circumstances are most
- likely to bein areas where the
antagonisms between world
capitalism and the existing Stalinist
states tend to cancel each other out,
creating a ‘dead zone’, free from the
usual pressures.

The model might also account for
some other bizarre state systems, like
Burma, for which we have never hada
convincing explanation.

_ Finally, it would seem that these
bizarre social fi ormations could
‘become anyone’s pawn, depending on
atemporary balance of forces, and

" inevitably they are most unhkely to
have anything but a short term
existénce.

s HUGH LOWE; London W4

Neither victory nor
defeat

1T WOULD be inaccurate to describe
the settlement in the engineering
industry as a defeat for the workers
(although the point is certainly
debatable). However to describe it as
avictory as Socialist Challenge did
last week is absurd.

What did we gain from this
‘victory’? First, in terms of wages,

_precisely nothing. The increase in

skilled Minimum Time Rate to £73
will benefit only a very small low paid
section of the workers in the industry
apart from small increases in overtime
premiums. »

Semi-skilled workers in the
industry feel particularly grieved
since they don’t even get the same
percentage increase as the skilled
workers. The increasein Minimum
Time Rates are not even large enough
to have a significant effect on local
bargaining.

The only matenal gain, therefore,
is a week’s extra holiday in four years
time, and one hour off the working
week in two years’ time. Even without

any strings this should hardly be
lauded as a victory considering that
most of the original claim was
abandoned during the struggle.

- However, there are not only
strings but chains attached to the
settlement, Rich Palser describes the
four year clause as a ‘weakness’.
No-one should be under the illusion
that this is something which will
gradually be forgotten about while
the workers, filled with confidence,
renew the struggle for 35 hours.

The settlement effectively
amounts to a deal between the
employers and the trade union

_ bureaucracy to jointly oppose any

attempt to reduce the working week
further within the next four years.

This does not necessarily mean
that there will be no such attempt but
it does mean that such struggles will
remain local and isolated and will face’
huge obstacles that didn’t previously
exist. Thereis a real danger thatthe
settiement will actually defuse the
struggle for shorter hours and more
holidays.

As far as one hour in two years, is
concerned it should be pointed out
that shift workers who already work
37Y% hours will receive no reduction in
working hours at atl. That effectively
excludes large sectors of the industry.

Undoubtedly, the concession of
one hour was an indication that the
employers were weakening. That was
precisely the point at which the
morale of the workers was raised and
the possibility of an all-out onslaught
to win the full claim seemed real. That
was also the point that Duffy chose to
call off the struggle.

The factis that Duffy stabbed us.
inthe back at just the right time for
the emplovers. It is scandalous that
Socialist Challenge actually quotes
the man who put the knife in as their
own assessment of the impact of the
settlement.

Statements such as ‘The ,
membership go back to work full of

‘confidence that their action won a
decisive breakthrough on hours’
could only be written by someone who
viewed the struggle from the windows
of Socialist Challenge offices.

To the thousands of workers who
are pissed off at having gained so little
after two months of struggle, it
doesn’t seehn quite like that.

RABBIRD
RON THOMPSON; AUEW sllop
stewards, Sheffield.

A GUILTY CONSCIENCE
15 A TERRIBLE THING
TO HAVE TO LAWVE Wit !

A TOTAL RELATIONSHIP ¢
ONE LITTLE SUp----
ONE MNCIDENT OF
STUPIDITY AND sr;uf

Politics in film

IT was very nice to leaf through the 6
Sept. issue of Socialist Challenge to
find that you had reprinted my article
on women in the Hollywood cinema.
When it was first printed in Canada
during the summer, it sparked off a
rather lively exchange of views, two-of
which I though I would just pass on to
youaswell.

First, a number of people felt that
I had been too hard on Norma Rae.
They pointed out that the very
existence of the film, laundered as it
might be, was a victory for socialist-
feminists, and that its impact was very
positive indeed. Some people even
thought that Tunderestimated or
ignored positive aspects of the
struggle portrayed in the film itself.

I certainly did not mean to give the -

impression that I thought Norma Rae
negativein overall terms. Many
working women saw the film
(workmg men as well) and recognised
in Norma Rae’s fight and vitality their
own best desires and capacities,

However, [ don’t think that {
overestimated the revisionist
screening of the film. The obscuring
of issues — such as women

organising, extreme violence, indeed

armed, and the problems of
bureaucratic m1s-Ieadcrshjp —1I
believe to have been quite purposeful.
Weshall have an opportunity to
test this hypothesis in the near future.
Barbara Koppel, the woman who
made Harlan County USA, isin the
process of making a film about the

. real Norma Rae, a textile worker in

the JP Stevens mills and the bitter
struggles fought there. We shall be
able to test the reality of the different
versions (and visions) -— one class
struggle feminist, the other
Hollywood capitalist, one
documenting reality, the other-
fictionalising it,” '

Second, the particular line of
criticism I took towards the films I
reviewed came under some scrutiny.
Did all films, various people asked,
have to have™political’ content?
Should we always judge films by
‘political’ criteria?

Isn’t there an element of
censorship implied, which leads to
supporting socialist-realism as the
favoured ‘art form’, ultimately
leading to denying the important and
separate role art must play both today
and in revolutionary societies?

Every society has its own
particular culture which is shaped by,
among other important things, the

political character of that society.
This is what allows us to analyse art —
whether films, paintings, dance —
politically as well as shall we say,
‘poetically — the use of image,
symbol, metaphor, form.

But this does not mean that all art
should have a political subject matter.
Heaven help us! Human beings do not
live by politics alone. In fact films
which are successful in really showing
the nature of life situations and issues
confronting human beings have
scenarios conspiciously devoid of
things like demonstrations, meetings,
and words like patriarchy and
capitalism,

But the films which I smgled out
for review, especially the feminist
ones, were consciously conceived in
political terms, by both ¢creators and
producers. They owe their existence

. to the worman’s movement. Likewise,

Blue Collar, FIST and Norma Rae
owe their existence to the growing -
presence of the workmg class in the
UStoday.

'

In this sense I think it fair and

necessary to judge them on thebasis

of the criteria‘'suggested by the
movements to whom they owe
thanks. .

VARDA BURSTYN, Quebec,
Canada

The ‘Alien’ stinks

‘I WAS doing this whole bloody thing
{ asavagina [inside the atien ship],

going right through. And at the
bottom is this membrane. It’s like &
virgin. I was going to have him {an
earth man] slit the membrane and
then gas or air or whatever would
come wafting out.’ [Ridley Scott,
Alien director, interview in Fantastic
Films No 11)

Yes, the ‘alien’ stinks. It’s the
same social stigma, the same label of
repulsion as ‘blacks stink’ and
‘women stink’, the ‘bad’ odour of

| otherness. Weask, who is the ‘alien’?

‘I wanted to use thesesortof -
characters from the Sudan, very tall,’
very black and very strong people...
the man who played the alien, a fellow
called Balagi, looked exacily like
that.’ (R. Scott, as above)

Scott, motivated by ‘insecurity’
wants to make films of ‘staggering
obscenity’, similar to the illustrations
in Heavy Metal magazine. He wants
‘fantasy’ to become ‘reality’. He
wants the audience to ‘identify’ with
the *earth people’.

The “alien’ in the film is ‘blasted to

fuck’ by Ripley! Woman is hero —
sole suryivor!‘Alien it ‘seems possible’
is ‘splendidly subversive’! (see
Socialist Challenge 4 Oct) “Where
woman functions with freedom’!
Alien ‘a tremendous film’! [Socialist
Worker 13 Oct] '

For our left reviewers Scott has
achieved his ambition — fantasy has
become reality. By-“describing’ our
aspirations in a fantastic form, by
playing with our fears and prejudices,
imperialism attempts to divert
attention away from the real struggles
againstitsrule.

Woman in Alien is not only ‘star’,
but bitch, griper, mother, cool, hard,
liberated, intuitive, whore. She
becomes an uitimate symbol, sheis
anything to anybody. To be ldohsed
used and disposed.

Black man in Alien is a moaner, a
cheat, stupid and disposable.

The ‘alien’ is the black, powerful,
phallic/vaginal, raping and
butchering, terrorist monster. He/she
is the thidden’ parasite in the social
host, the ‘great plague’, the ‘black
death’, the ‘evil’ within, devil, yes, the
very ‘fuck’ in hell. It’s ‘filthy’
communism, it’s the nation wreckers.

Alien, the film, is for 1mm1grat|on
controls, to stop the rot’. Itis for
mass mobilisation of labour in
defence of imperialism. It is for
buckle down, productivity up. Alien
is for national, racial and sexual
paranoia.

The sophistication of the capltahst
social relationship has to be
understood. The spirit of solidarity
must not blind us to the real dangers

we face.

- ROBERT KRUM

| RICHARD KRUM London SE10

Soclallst Challenge
events

We arc trying to rCiart this column, which
stopped during the summer because of the
limitations of the 12- page papcr Listings are
free. Phone or write to arrive by Friday
lunchtime the week before publication.

| ABERDEEN: SC sold Saturdays outside C&As

— for more info phone Colin, 574068,

" ABERDEEN: SC meeting on Nicaragua with

Clive Turnbull Wed 31 Oct, 7.30pm, Trades
Councit Rooms, Adelphi (off Union St by ABC).
BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books, London
Road, and Saturdays 2pm-Ipm outside the
Roman Baths. Phone 20298 for more details.
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The Ramp, Fri
4.30-5.30, Sat. 104. For more info phone
643-9209.

BRIGHTON: For more info phone Nick,
605052.

BRISTOL: SC on sale 11-1, *Hole in Ground’,
Haymarket. For more info contact Box 2, ¢/o
Futlmarks, 110 Cheltenham Road, Montpellier,
Bristol 6.

BRADFORD: SC avaitable from Fourth ldca
Bookshop, 14 Southgate.

COVENTRY: SC available from Wedge:- .
Bookshop. For more info about local activities
phone 461138.

EDINBURGH: SC on sale every Sat Princes
Street, 12.30-2.00. For more info phone
$54-1096 or write: Box 6, Ist May Bookshop, 45
Niddry Street.

EDINBURGH: meeting on Nicaragua, Tues 30
Oct, 7.30pm, Trades Council Rooms, Picardy
Place. Speakers: Clive Turnbull and a MIR
member.

GRAVESEND: SC Group meets regularly.
Details from Gravesend Tigers, Box 13,
Gravesend.

HACKNEY: SC meeting on Zimbabwe, Thur |
Nov,7.30pm, Britannia pub, Mare Street, E8.
LIVERPOOL: SC group has recently obzamed
premises for SC centre on Merseysnde
Donations towards cost of rent, rates, security,
cte., gratefully received — send to Socialist
Challenge (Box 64), PO Box 50, London N1 -
2XP.

OLDHAM: 5C group — arti-racist film, ‘Divide
and Rule, Never’ and speaker, Thur 25 Oct.
8pm, Sergeant At Arms Pub King St, Oldham
(opp Co-op).

OXFORD: SC sold Fri, Kings Arms, 12-2, Sat,
Cornmarket, 10-2, For more info phone 47624,
S.W. LONDON: SC on sale at Qval tube kiosk,
Herne Hill BR kiosk, Tetric Books (Clapham
High St.}. Also on sale Sat 11-1, and Thur/Fri
mornings at Brixion tube,

IMG TRADE UNION Fractions: 3/4 Nov,

NALGO; 10 Nov, CPSA; 17 Nov, Rail. For
details write to Centre or phone 01-359 8371,

*
Sales drive
THIS week’s Socialist Challenge
carries six pages on the struggle for
abortion rights and women’s
liberation. -

In the weekend of the TUC
sponsored demonstration against the
Corrie Bill such extensive coverage is
not just a political necessity, it gives
increased opportunities for sales of
the paper.

With such coverage where should
a sales drive -concentrate? The
obvious answer is at the demonstra-
tion itself, on the coaches, at meetings
of the Campaign Against Corrie and
the National Abortion Campaign.

But while such sales should be
promoted remember the main aim of
our coverage on womens’ liberation
both in this and other weeks is to take
the issues into the broad working class
movement, We want to insist that the
struggle for women’s rights is part of
the struggle of the working class
generally and that the male
dominated labour movemenl should
see it as such, |

So this week, especially because of
the emphasis in the paper on womens’
rights, make a special effort to sell the
paper ai factory gates and at meetings
of the labour movement., The
demonstration and the coverage in
this week’s paper gives s an
unrivalled opportunity to insist that
womans liberation is not a
‘peripheral’ issue for the working
class, but that it'is central. Take that
opportunity and increase the sales of
Socialist Chal]enge while you are
doing so.
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HOMENEWS

As redundancies hit Manchester engmeermg

Dukinfield votes to resist
closures!

THROUGHOUT the Manchester area the
engineering employers have been quick to take
advantage of the demoralisation now spreading
following the national engineers’ settlement.
On the day they returned to work, engineering
workers at Mather & Platt’s were greeted with
the news that they faced 500 redundancies. On
the Thursday the management of International
Computers Ltd [ICL] announced 1,200
redundancies, including the closure of their
plant at Dukinfield near Manchesier.

Where other closure announcements have
led the unions to scramble for the best deal on
redundancy pay, a mass meeting of ICL
workers has decided to resist the closure at
* Dukinfield. MARTIN COLLINS reports.

In 1976 ICL workers fought successfully to
retain ICL’s Winsford plant. That memory
has helped give confidence that victory may
again be possible. A number of things about
ICL’s operations have also aroused the anger of
the workforce.

The first has been a management tour of
South Africa with a view to opening a plant
there. As the unions pointed out when bringing
this to light, the closure of Dukinfield could
have more to do with anti-uniomism than
outdated plant and equipment. Manchester
ICL. workers have been campaigning against
the company’s decision to supply the South
African police with a computer to run the
country’s Pass Laws, and will not take kindly to

an investment by ICL further boosting the -

racistregime.

This, coupled with the appearance in
Manchester of Don Fraser, ICL’s hatchet man
who directed, 8,000 redundancies in
Dundee recently, has increased suspicion
among the workers. As Don Black, secretary of
the Dukinfield joint union committees, puts
it: ‘For management this thing hasn’t come out
of the blue — it is obvious that a firm like ICL
must have a forward plan of at least five years.’

Right: a magnetic bubble
memory. Each of thel
squares can carry a million
bits of information — the
latest in . computer tech-
nology. Now it’s computer

North
Nuclear
Line

By Jenny Flintoft
North London Anti-nuclear Group

‘DO YOU live within ten miles of the

workers who face the axe

computers -
think ICL

The significance of these' leaks has been
pointed out in a Socialist Challenge leaflet we
distributed to workers in the factory: ‘Because
we found out about the South Africa
connection we feel we are in a better position to
fight redundancy. But how much better our
position would be if we -got access.to all
management’s secrets. We demand an end to
business secrets and an opening of all the books
to trade union inspection.’

The immediate problem for the stewards,
however, is channelling this will to resist into a
series of practical steps which involve the
membership in mass action to prevent closure.’
In this: situation the employers must be
convinced that it will prove more expensive to
close the factory because of lost production
than it would be to share the work available
without any loss in pay.

_ | back - against

A ban on overtime working started by the
workers at Dukinfield has begun to spread
nationally through ICL. Solidarity strike action
— even if it starts with one day actions — is
vital. It can be a real tonic to workers at
Dukinfield and strengthen the resolve to fight
the closure. Perhaps most
important of all.is to create links between all

| those facing redundancies. ]
Meanwhile a campaign of solidarity action

is already under way. Leaflets and appeals are
being drafted and a joint meeting of Engineers’

groupings in engineering and -ASTMS) is
already planned to take the issue deeper into the
unions. Emergency resolutions are being put to
the local trades councils.

Dukinfield fight this closure alone.

Charter and Red Collar (rank and 'fiIe>

We cannot let’

North London line? If so, your life is
in danger.” That’s the campaigning
slogan of the North London
Anti-Nuclear Group.

Three times a week flasks
containing carcinogenic ruthenium-
106, caesium-137 and plutonium-239
travel through densely-populated
north London en route for
Windscale.

Some radiation actually pene-
trates the flasks, so that BR workers
handling them receive an hourly
radiation dose of 10 millirems. This is
four times the permitted maximum
dosage for radiation workers in
nuclear power strations.

A Boilermakers’ Union report
{Guardian, 3 July) aiso cast doubt on
the safety of the containers, stating
that the welds did not meet required
specifications.

‘Sooner or later there wiil be a

. 1 suppose,” said one of the

als at British Nuclear Fuels’
prestigious exhibition at Central Hall
Westminster. A burst flask would
contaminate an area of about 40
square miles, containing one million
people, for up to 100 years. The
containers have been inadequaiely
tested — in crashes at only 30 mph
and in fires lasting a mere M minutes.

Evacuation plans in case of a
disaster are also inadeqguate because
of the high value of the property
involved.

The North London Hesalth &
Safety and Anti-Nuclear Groups are
organising a joint meeting on nuclear
waste transport at Camden Town
Hali, 7.30, 6 November.

FIGHTING THE CUTS —ROUND-UP

Ratstoraterises
By Dave Burn, Islington _N‘ALGO

NO to the cuts and no to the rate
increases — that is the message from
the newly formed Islington Campaign
Against the Cuts set up from a
conference involving two constitu-
ency Labour parties, the trades
council, and a number of public
sector unjions.

Whilst the aim of all delegates at
the conference was broadly similar —
that of promoting a series of
demonstrations and other -actions
against cuts in health, education and
local authority services — tactical
differences arose over whether to
support rate rises as' a means of
protecting council spending.

A statement prepared by the
sponsoring organisations included a
declaration of support for rate
increases, defended on the grounds

| that rates are a ‘progressive tax’. But
delegates from NALGO, ACTSS,
NUJ and the Labour Party Young
Socialists attacked this, arguing that
ina predominantly working class area
like Islington rates” are -already too
high. It would mean an extra bill of £5

aweek forevery working class tenant! |

Calls were made to abolish the
cash limits system and to remove the
burden of interest payment which
councils face. This was clearly seen as
part of a national fight.

Actionplan

By Carl Brecker, Chairperson, Health
Stewards Committee for Hammer-
smith, Ealing and Hounslow

ON 24 OCTOBER our area health
authority is voting on a proposed cut
in health services of £3.7 million —
which includes six hospital closures.
When the area stewards committee
met last week we ‘decided our next
steps in fighting these cuts.

striking on that day.

First we have been building for a
mass lobby of the health authority
meeting to demand a vote against any
cats at afl. In Ealing afternoon strike
action is planned in the works
department with partial strikes in
other departments; in Hounslow
NALGO is giving union cover for
those attending
there will be a picket of the district
office in Hammersmith earlier in the
day. -

A delegation is to meet the health
authority, and they have been given'a
clear mandate to tell them: ‘If you
vote against all cuts and help us in our
campaign to expose the misery these
cuts will cause, we will support you by

'| refusing to co-operate with any

commissioners appointed. in your
place.’

health authority voting against cuts —
that would only postpone the fight
anyway. The area stewards committee
came out for occupations and
work-ins by those hospitals facing
closure, and for full solidarity action
in the eyent of any threat to those
work-ins by management. That
includes mobilising workers in private
industry to strike in our support.-

We are not fighting health cuts
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the lobby; and -

But we are not relying on the

WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER promises to be the next
most important date in the fight against cuts in public
services. Sheffield city council has decided to allow its
30,000 council workers a day off in order to attend the
mass lobby of Parliament called by the Labour Party
NEC for that day. A special 800 seat train has been
booked for the day by Sheffield NALGO, and shop
‘stewards at-the Daniel Doncasters engineering factory
have booked a coach for workers attendillg the lobby.
~ Throughout London anti-cuts campaigners will be
supporting the lobby called by Lambeth council for
7November. Lambeth National Union of Teachers will be

alone. At the lobby of the health
authority there will be_speakers from
the Fulham baths campaign, a
teacher, and a local  government
worker.

Reading entrails

By Julian Atkinson, NATFHE

THE MAJOR device used to call off
the public sector struggles earlier this
year was the reference of payclaims to
the Clegg Commission — with the
inference that lots of money would be
paid out.

NUPE members were the first to
suffer, with a sell-out of their lowest
paid members. Now teachers are
going to get a dose of the same
medicine as Clegg moves to examine
their case. -

In olden times professional
dececivers used to chant spells to
impress the ignorant — now they

mutter about muliti-variant analysis.
They claim this to be an ‘objective’
and ‘scientific’ comparability study.
To .produce such wonders an
expensive consultancy agency, IN-
BUCON, has been brought in.

. They intend to examine a number
of  random and representative

job-holders, establish job specifica-
tions, and then compare these with
roughly comparable jobs in. industry
and the civil service. After a lot of
computer time a new pay scale
is projected, which is then presented
to a judgement panel of job-holders,
management and some ‘indepen-
dents’.

The result must achieve 83 percent
agreement on the panel, and be ‘felt to
be fair’ by job-holders. Asked about
any drawbacks to this procedure, an
INBUCON representatlve admitted:
‘Perhaps there is one. It sometimes
doesn’t work.>

The drawbacks for trade unionists
are greater, The first is that the more
credulous union leaders believe in the
mumbo jumbo of modern manage-
ment, and forget that they are in a
good old-fashioned  bargaining
situation. Secondly there is a danger
that any old job-holders will be
allowed to sit on the panel — rather
than union representatives elected by
the rank and file membership.

Finally, whatever figure comes
out of the computer print-out, there
remain the same old methods of trade
union struggle as the only guarantee
that the most complicated wage
equations are large enough to defend
living standards.

Robbersand cops

By Fred Leplat
THE |mplemematlon of the latest
round of increases in student fees and
rents at the Polytechmic of North
London (PNL) has provoked a
militant response from the students.
Mitler, the Director of PNL, started
off the term by intimidation; self-
financing students who could not pay
the whole year’s fees immediately
(between £800 and £1200) were told
they must sign post-dated cheques or
register as temporary students.
Combined with the drastic 33 per
cent increase in fees from last year is
an increase in hall rents from £12 to
£17. The hall residents are now on rent

strike. )

Mosi hard hit by this are the
overseas students who are forced to
pay higher fees anyway which, along
with the quota system, are almed at
reducing their numbers.

Last Thursday the Annual General
Meeting of the student union at PNL,
attended by 330students, voted by two
to one to occupy the college against the
increases. The authorities obviously
knew that the students would favour
sach action, since they secured the
administration block and gave a half
day off to the staff.

An attempt to occupy the
computer room also failed, and when
students attempted to occupy the rest
of that floor a coachload of police
arrived. They charged up the stairs,
through the makeshift barriers, and
threatened the arrest of the students
under the Criminal Trespass Law.

The students decided on a tactical
withdrawal, but the determination to
fightis still high.

Fightbackin Robin
Hood country

FOUR thousand people lobbied the
Nottingham County Council meeting
on Tuesday 16 October to demand ‘no
cuts’. They included representation
from the Fire Brigades Union (in
uniform), from the Mineworkers
Union in the form of Don Concannon
MP, children and mothers from the
nursery campaign, as -well as
supporters of adult education.

The next steps planned in the
campaign are to hold a labour
movement conference on 17
November, and a mass picket of the
Sherwood rooms that same day when
Margaret Thatcher will be meeting a
‘small and unrepresentative group’ of
Tory trade unionists.

A unified demonstration agamst
allcutsis planned for 8 December, and
a further lobby of the County Council
in January, when it is hoped support
can be won for industrial action,
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" importantly ACTT — return to work

* union leaderships had anticipated was

" unless  they

.Southaﬂ show trials

Defence serves witness
summons to police boss

David Helm

" IT WAS THE MORNING OF Monday, 22

October, at-Barnet magistrates’ court in North
London. There was more ‘excitement’. than
usual because a new stipendiary magistrate was
expected in court. After the terror of Canham
«and the vindictiveness of McDermott could Mr
C Burke be any worse?

This was not an unimportant question for

. the six men on trial — including Gurmil Brard;

a ceniral leader of the Southall Youth
Movement — were all charged with assault.
One of them, Aulak, had four separate assault

_charges. He is the person you can see in the logo

above the appeal for the defence fund being
“held by four policemen!

Burke enters the court. He is wearing a
three-plece. suit, navy blue with thin white

stripes. A whller-tllln-whlte handkerchief -

sticks out of his jacket pocket. He is balding
and wears' spectacles. It could be any
magistrate..

Pavid Harvey, the defence lawyer, delays

_ the proceedings by announcing that the case

against the six is so vital that he needs the
operational orders and radio logs of the police
for 23 April. Surprisingly, the magistrate hears
the argument.

The prosecution counsel is sent to ring the

" Chief Solicitor for the Metropolitan police, to
. inquire what was in these orders. She returns

and announces that there is mo mention of
‘snatch squads’ in the orders.

Harvey reluctantly accepts this informa-
tion, He then asks the magistrate to insist that
David He!m, the ‘Butcher of Southall’ and

McNee’s assistant in charge of operations on 23 -

April, appears as a witness.
Helm has refused to accept a summons
served on him. The magistrate does not dismiss

the ides out of hand. If the trial necessitates

Helm’s presence he will consider it seriously. -
The trial starts. Harvey tears the police

evidence apart, reveals sharp inconsistencies
between the evidence offered by different
police officers, and it soon becomes. clear that
the police are lying. Nothing unusual about
that, but in this case it is extremely blatant.

The question is whether magistrate Burke ‘

will do as McDermott and Canham and the
other magistrates at Barnet have done and

disregard defence witnesses and photographlc

evidence.
- The trial is expected to last for at least three

days. As Socialist Challenge goes to press there -

is no way in which we can foretell the verdict.
But given the seriousness of the charges it is
likely that some of the defendents will receive
heavy prison.sentences. N

In such an event a mass picket of the courts
will become a necessity. Balraj Purewal of the
Southall Youth Movement told Socialist
Challenge: ‘We are considering the matter very
seriously, as are other- organisalions in
Southall.’

Meanwthile in many localities the plans to
burn the Barnet magistrates and collect money
for the Southall Defence Fund are going ahead.

-Money is now drying up. More has to be raised.

Please raise the matter in trades unions and
students unions. Even modest donations wiil

-help.

- Southall on Tﬁal: a showing of the Open Door |

programme on Southall followed by a
discussion led by M Asghar and Suresh Grover,
Institute of Race Relations, 247 Pentonville Rd,
- London N1, 6.30pm, Thursday 1 November.

Victory inITV strike

By an ACTT member at London
Weekend TV )
MEMBERS of the three big TV unions
— NATTKE, EETPU and most

this week confident after an 11-week
struggle that has ended in a major
victory over the employers.

“The pay offer is worth 25 per cent
over the next 12 months, and almost
45 per cent over two years.

By forcing a show-down in
mid-August, the ITCA — the
employers’ organisation — escalated
the annual pay talks into a virtual
lock-out. Its aim was to demoralise the
unions and push through unaccepta-
ble changes: rapid and uncontrolled
introduction of new technology, alow
pay deal; and erosion of the high
degree of union control over staffing
levels and working conditions.

What neither the bosses nor the

the strength of resistance of the rank
and file which brought about this
week’s victory. Both NATTKE and
the EETPU negotiators had recom-
mended the original 15 per cent offer
to their members, who turned it down.
At the end of July the offer was
withdrawn and all ACTT members in

the ‘independent’ TV. companies { but added two major penalties: local
were threatened with suspension | deals, and a commitment to mtroduce
‘normal | new technology.

resumed

sympathy  for
- defendants. After legal service in the

The magistrates

EDMOND . MACDERMOTT
served in the office of the DPP for
over 25 years and from 1968-72 was
Asst DPP,. before becoming a
stipendiary in 1972. On the London
court circuit he is known as a man of
politically reactionary views. .
JOHN CANHAM [with a 93 per
cent conviction rate at Barnet] is
generally known to have little
social securlty

army during the 1950s Canham was in
private. practice on the SE circuit
handling police prosecutions almost

exclusively, He has rarely been Imown .

to acquit as a magistrate,
KENNETH COOKE {84 per cent

conviction' rate] worked his way up

via a number of jobs such as clerk to
magistrates  in Lancashire .and

Yorkslure He has been a stipendiary -

since 1970 and was made a recorder in
the Crown Court in 1972. An ex-RAF
volunteer reserve squadron leader, he
has a reputation as somethmg of an
unpredictable character in court,
Finally PETER BADGE [77 per
cent conviction -rate] worked for a

SOUTHALL
DEFENCE FUND

@ 700 people were arrested on

23rd April;: 342, mainly young

- Asians, were charged. ,

® 70 are likely to be jailed if the

'~ present trends continue.

@ In cases heard so far very few
defendants have recelved legal
aid.

® Fines, costs and expenses are
expected to exceed £100,000.

I enclose £ N for the Southall
Defence Fund.

. time at the solicitors’ department at

Scotland Yard. For two years before
his appointment as a stipendiary in
1975 he was senior solicitor to the
commissioner in N’ Ireland and
presented the state’s case at the
Detention - Appeals Tribunal, where
Ulster detainees contested the state’s
right to intern without trial.

years of the Labour

rejected by an astonishing 85 per cent
of union members in shop meetings
throughout the network. Then the

through properly.

radically in ways no one has thought

There will be a vast expansion of
TV, and TV-related outlets,

working’. , Four

This meant working alongside
management scabs doing the jobs of
other union members in dispute.
ACTT general secretary Alan Sapper
felt he had no option but to call out all
ACTT members. Within days all the
members of the other two unions were
locked out.

What the companies did next is
very revealing. They did nothing. And
they did it for a month.

In early September they made no

~ improvement on the 15 per cent offer,

government’s pay restraint had led to
pay improvements coming through
local bargaining, and a consequent
increase in the power of shop
stewards,. .

The unique technology of TV puts
into the hands of small highly-skilled
groups of technicians the ability to
turn off the profit machine at the flick
of a switch. But new technology could
lead to a job massacre:

The cgmpanies’ gamble — that the
unions, with no strike pay, would be
unable to sustain a long battle —
proved to be a major mistake. An
improved offer in mid-September was

advertisers began to put pressure on
management.

The deal finally accepted gives 17.5
per cent now, backdated to 1 July,
another 7.5 per cent in January, and a
further 15 per cent in July 1980. There:
are no prohibitions on local deals, and

-the .introduction of electronic news

gathering has a protracted schedule
involving an arbitration procedure.
With a wide variety of
technological changes in the offing —
glass fibre optics, video-cassettes and
records, cable TV, satellite TV, and
others — the whole character of the

television industry is about to change -

consequently enormous new areas for
profit-making.

The companiés want to enter this
new territory unencumbered by the
degree of union workplace control
they have had to face in the past. The
ITV dispute was basically about that,
not money.

Happily, the union rank and file
scotched the companies’ plans by a
magnificent display of strength. The
nature of the final agreement shows
the companies eager to continue that
fight. It will be up to the rank and file
to see that they don’t win it.

By Davy Joumes

THE DATE kas been st for 2 massive.
sati-racist demonsiration in Leanden
«— 25 Nevemmber. The march has been

called 200-streng

as the existing 1971 [-m Act.
It promises to be the largest muinly
black demonstration im Britsia fer
years. At the conferemnce all the mj&
black peoples’
represented, as well as the ﬂl—nﬂ
and labour movement, amd it was
agreed that regional mobilising
committees should be established teo
mobilise support and transport for the
demonstration. }
Many delegates clearly wanted to

| see an ongoing campsign coming ewt

of the conference. The m
Against the

(CAIL) argued for a ferther -ﬂ
after the demonstration % phm
further actions. The Asian Youth
Movement successfully arpued for the
conference to support further masches
in the North and Midlsads, as well ==
demonstrationsin the West lndios and
Asian sub-continent to coluchie wilh
the London demonstration.

A national steering commitior was
elected to organise the desoustratinn,
and a broader co-ordinsting commsll
open to every supporting erganinstisn

was promised.

The latest bulletin from e
Campaign Against the Inwmgrass
Laws has been published. It imchaies
ana]ysxs of the Tory propossis ==
1mnugratxon and nationalry, W
French immigration laws, deporarm,
threats against blacks in Oxford sl
London and many other topics. & oms
beobtained for 10p per issue, ar 25 far
£2. Write to: CAIL, ¢/c Lamsimry
SEs.r Cambernell Grove, Lomdem
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By Ohver MacDonald

THE TRIAL of Petr Uhl and five
otherleading Czechoslovak civil rights
campaigners opened in Prague on
Monday morning. The six, and
another four still awsiting trial, ail
face between three and ten years in
prison for subversion, supposedly
because of their work in the
Committee to Defend the Unjustly
Prosecuted (VONS).

The prosecution has singled out
Pelr Uhl, arevolutionary Marxist and
the edltor of the. Charter 77

Information Bulletin, as the main |

accused. The other five defendents
are: Jiri Dienstbier, a Eurocommunist
and Charter 77 spokesperson; Otka
Bednarova, a veteran Communist of
25 years standing and a leading Czech
journalist in the 1960s; Vaclav Havel,

aformer Charter 77 spokesperson and
world famous playwright;
Benda, a Catholic philospher and
Charter 77 spokesperson; and Dana
Nemcova, a psychologist who is

prominent
ground in Czechoslovakia.

The trial is the most sweeping
crackdown against domestic critics to
have been carried out in any East
European country for overadecade. It
is also an event of great political
importance in the unfolding crisis of
Czechoslovak Stalinism, and could
have far reaching - international
repercussions. ’

The ten Chartists wére rounded up
by policeat the end of May under cover
of the Pope’s visit to Poland. But the
Charter movement and VONS held
firm and continued their activities,
while the labour movements of the
West were enraged by this repression.
A split opened up in the party
leadership and at the end of July the
trial was postponed. ‘

The regime then scrapped any
pretence of legal consistency and
offered to free the best-known of the
ten, Havel, on condition that he went
to the USA for a year. But Havel
refused to go unless the others were
released.

Finally the trial bcgan But even
now the black farce continues. Some
Western correspondents have called it

-du-un-uuu-unun

ln!erconhnenl'al Press
““m“W!uH1%TH'

*‘SOME countries possess abundant
resources, others have nothing. What
is their fate? To starve? To be
eternally poor? Why
sation? Why then the conscience of
man? Why then the United Nations?
"Why then the world?’

These words are from Fidel
Castro’s speech at the UN General
Assembly, which is reprinted in full in
the latest issue of
Intercontinental Press/[nprecor [Vol
17,” No ’8] Also featured in this
40-page issue is a statement,
‘Nicaragua: Revolution on the
March’, adopted by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth Internat-
tonal.

Individual copies cost 30p plus
10p post, but subscriptions work out
much cheaper at £11 for a year
[48issuex], £6 for six months [24
issues], or £3 for 10 weeks. Cheques
or POs should be madé  out .to
‘Intercontinental Press’ and sent to:
IP/1, PO Box 50, London N12XP.

L e RS

Registered with the Post Office

Vaclav -

in -the cultural under- -

a “show trial’ reminiscent of the Stalin

period. But it’s the very opposite of
those earlier filmed and broadcast
spectaculars

This time a ring of steel has been
thrown round the court-room to
prevent -news of the proceedings

leaking out. On-the first day Ana-
was -’

Sabatova, Petr Uhl’s wife,
removed from court on a charge of
assaulting' a policeman for taking
some notes of what was-happening.
Yet the regime has heard that fair
trlalsaresupposedtobeopen So, with
meticulous attention to detail, the
- police have chosen the smallest court
room in Prague s cuy courts as the

then civili-

the weekly '

unday’s  demonstration
against Corrie’s anti-abortion Bill was
called by the TUC. But it wasn’t the
TUC that  mainly built- this
demonstration. That was left up to
pro-choice campaigners in NAC and

anti-Corrie campaigns all round the |

country..

ANNA SABATOVA in front of the court building

~confirmwhat wealready know: that as

most suitable place for the event.
The Czechoslovak diplomatic
service has been in disarray. Eminent
French Communist lawyers were
refused visas to attend the trial by the
Paris Embassy, as was the Labour
Party’s Peterr Archer QC.. The
Canadian lawyer Gordon Wright,
however, was given a visa to attend the
trial,

Monday .

The official 1nd1ctmem of the six
accused proudly declares that it is
based on 22 volumes 6f evidence. But
these volumes of evidence -merely

explained why and how Corrie’s Biil
has - to be fought. Socialist Challenge
supporters in every locality have
participated in local campaigning
activities, We’ve reported the local
and national initiatives against the Bill

I___——“____—____——_——_—____—_1

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

i Bntam 12 months £12.50; 6 months £6.50

.| Abroad: . 12 months — Surface Mail

I — Airmail

] Multi- Reader institutions: Double the above rate.
| Name ... ... . i i

| Address ..o

| 1 enclose a donation for the k| |gmmg Fundof........... oo viiiiiininns

|(,heques. POs and Money Orders should he made pavable to

| *Socialist Chatlenge’.

- | Compléte and return to: Saciatist ('hallenge 328 Upperslreet London N1
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as a newspaper. Published by Relgocresi

.................................

£12.50
-£18.00

-
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but then barred from the@
. court-room whenthe hearmg beganon

Socialist Challenge has partici-
‘pated fully in this campaign. We’ve

— i, . — —— ——— — — —— —

for Souallsl Challenge. 328/9 Upper St, Lendon Nl

PRAGUE TRIAL OPEN

Photo: Palach Press

-members of VONS the accused met
together and worked together to

vigorously --expose ~what - they
considered to be gross breaclies of the
law by the police and the courts; that

‘Human Rights in

Czechoslovakia

First six - members of.
"~ Charter 77 now on trial

in Prague. Help their
- families, Send donations
to: Charter 77 Defence
Fund [SC], ¢/0 Reg Race
MP, 133 Grierson Road,
London SE23.

1s demonstration.
Our coverage and campaigning
won’t stop after this demonstration

Corrie’s Bill will end then. At least, we
hope it won’t. But there’s the small
guestion of money.

Without telephonesto get the news
in, without printing, postage; rail
transport te get the papers out, we
couldn’t provide the information and
ideas which help militants to mobilise
for the campaign against Corri¢. Or
for any of the other struggles we figlit
to build either. We don’t make a

from our supporters to stay afloat.

So far our quarterly fund drive has
been going faitly well (the figures are
printed below). This is because of
another event this autumn. All our
readers :who work are getting tax
rebates.

Several people have used this brlbe
from Thatcher’s Budget not to drown
their sorrows at Tory policies but to
carry the fight forward by donating all
or part of it to Socialist Challenge.
Why don’t you do the same? Your

) inoney will be put to good use. Just fill
in the form below and return it to us
with a cheque or PO....

any more than the campaign against

profit. We need £2,500 every quarter
| JohanKusch

SHughes
| Crawley IMG

VONS tried to arouse public opinion
against such acts' of bureaucratic
repression; that it provided financial
aid to the families of political
prisoners; and that it allowed its
activities to be publicised internation-
ally.

The mdlctment can produce not
one single fact that would earn VONS

~ criticism from socialists in the West.

But what it does unwittingly bring to
light is the fact that the Czechoslovak
authorities consider any challenge to
any state decision as being
an unpardonable act of subversion.

TheHusak regime’s entjre conduct:
of this affair shows that it has been
unable. to gain a stable hold on
Czechoslovakia. during the decade

| sinceRussiantanksrolledintoPrague. -

The best hope for the regime
would be a return to the Cold
War, which would allow it to cover up
its own political bankruptcy by
pointing to the dangers posed by the
growing militarist bandwagon in the
West. Thatcher's vicious speech last
weekend, threatening to inflict worse
suffering on the peoples of the Soviet
Union than Hitler did, will alarm
people throughout Eastern Europe,
and will be used by the Stalinist
b_ureaucracy to justify the stepping up
of repression.

The task of socialists is to fight the
néw militarism in the West all the way
down the line, doing everything in
their power to destroy the. NATO
menace. But they must also step up
practical solidarity with those like the
Czechoslovak civil rights activists who
are struggling for basic working class -
rights in the countries of  Eastern
Europe.

The mass working ¢lass organisa-
tions in the West should respond to the
Prague trial by strengthening their
tinks with those struggling for socialist
democracy in Czechoslovakia and by
relentlessly campaigning for the
immediate release of the jailed Charter
77 activists. :
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