‘Welsh General Strike
on 28 January

Voice o Tories

‘I think the chairman [of BSC] is coping with a set of inherited problems in the way
best suited to the national interest, the taxpayers’ interest, and the steelworkers’

_ interests.’
—Sir Keith Joseph, Minister of Industry

A

Voice of Corby

‘Is a cut in my wages in your interests? You should ask yourself that question,
because if the steelworkers lose this strike you can be certain that a cut in your
wages will be coming soon.

Is it in your interests if I join the dole quene? The plan to axe 52,000 :
steelworkers’ jobs isn’t because you need less steel but because the bosses crisis.
means that they have to shut plants to maintain their profits.

We’re already hard up against the Tories’ policies, and with you behind us we
can all look forward to waving goodbye to Margaret Thatcher, Sir Keith Joseph,
and the other friends of big business in government.

This strike began as a fight for a 20 per cent pay rise. In South Wales, the miners
and the railwayworkers know that their jobs are on the line as well as ours. That’s
why they are going to take indefinite strike action to stop the closures.

Support them, support us, get the TUC to do the same — in action a5 well as
words. It’s in your interests!

— Alasdair Sinclair, ISTC steelstriker, Corby




OUR POLICIES|

Capitalism is in crisis. The leaders
of the Labour Pariy and the trade
unions offer solutions that are in
the interests not of the workers |
but of the capitalisi class.

Socialist Challenge believes that
the two vital tasks confronting
revolutienary socialists are:

¢ To build broad-based class
struggle tendencies in oppaosition
to class-collaborationism in the
labour movement. These should
be non-exclusive in character,
grouping together militants hold-
ing a wide range of political views,

* To begin to fight for the
creation of a  unified and
democratic revolutionary socialist
organisation which can, through
an application of wunited front
tactics, begin to be seen as an
alternative by thousands of
workers engaged in struggles.

Sach an organisation shouid be
based on the understanding that:

The struggle for socialism

lseeks to unite the fight of

workers against the bosses

with that of other oppressed layers

ciety — women, biack people,

struggling for their

This socialism can only

H by creating new organs

of power and defeating with ail

npecessary means the power of the
capitalist state.

Qur  soctalism  will  bhe
infinitely more democratic
than what exists in Britain |

today, with full rights Yor all
political partics and currents that |
do not take up arms against the |
socialist state. The Stalinist models
of *socialism’ in the LSS
tusiern FKurope have

i sociatism in the exes of m

workers throughout the world.
We are opposed to them and will |
offer fuil support to all ‘“‘“S?
fighting for socialist democracy.”

| Fheinterests of workers and
capitalists are irreconcilable

on a world scale. Capitalism
has not only created a world
market, it has created world

on an international
unm will in the long
run be, decisive in defeating both
the imperialist regimes in the West
and the brutal dictatorships they
sustain in Latin America, Africa
and Asia,

In Britain it implies demanding
the immediate withdrawal of
British troops from lreland and
ietting the !rish people determine
their own future.

The Communist parties in
Furope zre in crisis. Neither
the ‘Furocommunist” nor

the pro-Moscow wings have any
meaningful  strategy  for  the
overthrow ol the capi t
New revolutionary socialist parties
are more necessary than ever
hetore,  Conditions
more favourable than over the
preceding throe decades. But such
parties can only  be built by
rejecting sectartanism and secing
internal demeo y not as a luxury
but asv a vital necessity. This means
the right to organise factions and
tendencies.

class ity
scale, This

1 vou agree with these principles
and want to be involved in
activities by Socialist Challenge
supporters in you ea, filt in the
torm below and send it to us,

e | am interested in  more
ptermation aboul getivities in ms
3Tc A
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politics. Thus we fight for working |

today are §
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THE HYPOCRISY of imperialism over the
Afghan crisis knows no bounds. In the middle of
President Carter’s attempt to get United Nations’
sanctions imposed against Iran, after publicly
bemoaning “his inability to take military action
because of the reaction it would provoke, the
US government opposed the Soviet invasion on

‘the ground of ‘self-determination of nations’.

But what is really worrying the State
Department ‘is their inability to turn back the
limited gains that the masses had made in
Afghanistan, striking another blow to imperialist-
imposed stability in the area. That was why the
United States government through Saudi Arabia
and other agencies supported and supplied the

_reactionary ‘rebel’ forces with the aid of the

barbaric dictatorship of General Zia in Pakistan.

Ever since their defeat in Indochina, the
American rulers have been looking for excuses to
reverse both the domestic and
sitnation back to théir advantage. This is why it has
prolonged its gamble with the lives of its embassy
staff in Tehran, trying to whip up hysteria
internally and get international pledges of support
for its campaign against the Iranian people.

The proof that the USA is not the victim but the
architect of aggression internationally can be

shown by its campaign to base a new generation of

nuclear weapons on European soil, - the
establishment of a tactical strike force to intervene

"anywhere on the globe and the building up of a
" massive naval presence in the Indian ocean, prior to
‘the Afghanistan crisis. One rapid gain has been
- made with the offer by Margaret Thatcher to allow

international -

Editoria

-this force to use Diego Garcia.

But these facts should not blind lis to the serious
situation that has fesulied from the Soviet invasion.

_Nothing indicated that the Islamic guerillas in the

country had definitively proved a serious threat to
the governmentin Kabul. If the rightists had gained
po]itical support it was purely because of the
repressive and brutal methods of the Amm
government.

If the Soviet rulers represented the interests of
the workers of the world {which they_do not) they
would have opposed these methods of Amin by
aiding the development of an opposition in
Afghanistan which based itself on the masses. Such
an opposition would have strongly defended the
reforms that were initiated by the Taraki regime in
1978, extending them to the complete overthrow of
capitalism in Afghanistan. The opposite policy was

‘chosen. The invasion did not aid the revolutionary

process’in the country. Socialists cannot welcome
it. .

However the very fact of the invasion has
changed the political conditions in the country. It

* has probably boosted the popularity of the counter-
revolution, created the conditions for massively-

increased aid to the rebels through a politically and
materially strengthened General Zia. The
possibility .of a full-scale civil war has now opened
up. Socialists will be forced to say which side they
support in such a military conflict.

We ' dissociate ourselves utterly from the
bureaucratic and reactionary motivation behmd
the Soviet invasion, but in the present situation a

: 01-359 8180/9. Distribution and - advertising 01-359 8371.

Our attitude to the Afghan crisis -

be tantamout to being in favonr of the victory of the

nghnst forces and the reversal of any gains by the

Afghan worKers and peasants in the last decades.
‘Imperialism is the main enemy. :

* See pages 4-5 for Britain’s intervention into
Afghamstaﬂ -— sixty years ago.

Fight allbans

REG UNDERH[LL{now a peer of the realm) and

“Sara Barker were always the two most notorious - .

witch-hunters in Transport House. During the
Fifties they formed part of the Gaitskellite faction
and ruthlessly hounded out enemies. So. it is no
surprise that Lord Underhill and several right-wing
MPs are obsessed with the Militant tendency.

Their outpourings have become the subject of
red-baiting articles in the popular press. No mass-
circulation daily has been able to resist the tide. The
Daily Mirror has also entered the fray, thus
justifying every stricture Tony Benn has aimed at it
as a pseudo-supporter of the labour movement.

We have many differences with the Militant
grouping, but we must unite to defend them against
the attacks from the Tory press and the Labour
right-wing. In our opinion these absurd
witch-hunts would become rédundant if all bans
and proscriptions were removed and all-
organisations in the labour movement allowed to
affiliate to the Labour Party.

‘Without such bans being lifted all !he talk about

t . the Labour Party being a ‘broad church’ should be
call for the immediate withdrawal of troops would N

treated with: the conlempt it deserves.

-
By Oliver New .

. SOUTHALL Saturday is on 19 January. All
over the country events will be organised to
‘publicise Southall defence and to raise money
for legal costs.

The event has . been orgamsed by the
Southall Campaign Committee, the Friends of
Blair Peach Committee and the Anti-Nazi
League. Socialist Challenge supporters and
IMG branches should help to ensure that
maximim support is organised in every town.

Notorious

On 20 January there is a march to
Pentonville prison starting from Euston
station, London, [Melton St on the west side] at -
1pm followed by a picket of the prison from
2-3pm. Pentonville — notorious for its bad
conditions — is where the Southall political
prisoners are being held.

Support for the Southall 342 by the rank
and file of the labour movement has built up
over the last few months. Hundreds of trade
union and Labour Party branches have passed
resolutions condemning the massive pollce

violence against an entire .black community. -
This solidarity from anti-racists and. parts of

At Work Against Racism by Raghib Ahsan. In
this pamphlet, originally published as a shorter
article in Socialist Challenge 12 October 1978,
Absan, an Asian shop steward at the Rover
works in Solikull. describes escounnterimg
racists and fascists ot work. 25 i

postage: corders sver ien 159 cach - frem 6B
Digheth. Beremchon B DY .

the laboeur movement, combined with an
increase in press publicity, has resulted in a
declineinthe conviction rate at the show trialsin
Barnet-Magistrates Court. -

Nevertheless the overall rate of convictions .

is still about 25 per cent higher than the national -
- average of 52 per cent for similar cases.

But even now the political significance of
the police attacks has not sunk in among the
left, let alone in the labour movement. For =
years we have been talking about the British
state using the North of Ireland as a training
ground for attacks on the British working class.

ith Soutkali these attacks have become a

Solidarity

Solidarity with the struggles of black people
is the only thing that is standing between thugs
like the Special Patrol Group and Britain’s
black communities. Make the 19-20 January a *
real weekend of solidarity with Southall, -
especially for those in prison and those wlmse
. trials are going on now. :
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Th Corrle»antl-abortlon Iaw

By Jude Woodward

THE 1967 Abortion Act represented a massive
gain for women. Through it thousands upon
thousands of women in this country have had a
choice over when and whether to have children.
Others have ai least avoided death or
mutilation at the hands of backstreet

The 1967 Act does il emmbodhy
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ruined lives, ill-health, poverty or
backstreets.

In Ireland abortion is
unobtainable — it is not even a doctor’ &chonce
as in Britain. But it is not even a woman'’s nght
to choose contraception either. Only Durex is
allowed and then only
prescription.

T DILITTES

the

Just before Christmas a Spanish woman was -

imprisoned for 12 years for performing 1llegaj
abortions. No doctor in this country has been
found guilty of granting an abortion on
insufficient grounds since the passing of the
1967 Act.

Even in other European countries where
abortion is not totally illegal the time limits are
shorter, grounds tougher and casts higher. In
fact the '67 Abortion Act is the most liberal
abortion law in any Western capitalist country.

One union stands up forwomen

AT LAST a major trade union has

‘a womam's

Z Iace .

virtually |

on a doctor’s ! g

- X
$/L

woman's right

Now John Corrie, a Tory MP, with the
connivance of the Tory government, is in a very
good position to change all this. In one
month’s time, unless dramatic action is taken,
his Bill will pass its third reading in Parliament
and turn the clock way back.

Some of the changes in the proposed new

ACCORDL\G&.MH*M-%-‘“-.-&E”““&:

'
i

members to take action who might-

law would be laughable if the TmphoEcom: were
not 50 SeTious.

Under the new law it will be almox
impossible to get information about the
charitable abortion clinics.

Referral agencies will be completely

‘separated from the clinics with no formal

Students. Make the action bite!

By Jude Arkwright

H

STUDENTS have put themselves at

connections.
Abortion counselling services will not be
allowed: to directly refer women for abortion.
Adpvertising will be limited.

" The British Pregnancy Advisory Service,
the largest of the private charities that perform
abortions, have announced contingency plans
in. case the Bill becomes. law. They are
consldenng closing their clinics in this country
and arranging to send Bntlsh women to Frm
for abortions.

Ludicrous

One of the more ludicrous sections of the
Bill prohibits doctors who have worked m
private abortior clinics from providing
‘counselling or advice to pregnant women’ fora
period of six months after they leave the chmic

If they leave to become local GPs they’d just
better hope no-one in their surgery gets
pregnant — if they do and need advice the cimic
the doctor used to work for will lose its-liceace

"to perform abortions!

Tougher ‘conscience’ clauses will aliow
more NHS doctors 1o refuse to take part m
abortions. The changes in the grouads for
abortion — which many pro-choice doctors see
asthemostsenousaspecsofthcﬂiﬂ will
discourage the granting of abortons.

The new wording of the Bill s Sear m muest

be against abortion, will be pressured mot o
grant them.

Prosecutions of dociors whe have givem
abortions on insufficient grounds may well
start to succeed.

In additon 10 these restrcnons the tame
hmn for legal abortion is 10 be reduced w0 20
weeks.
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of outrage cacoaragss. » operT S swes
the Bill is passed it dovs ax smn for owmg.

has produced a model resolution and
-| a speaking tour is being organised —
| book yomr speakers now! Rock

called for action against the Corrie
Bill at the time of its third reading next
“month.

NALGO, the union of local
government white<collar workers, is
‘urging branches ¢o support the lobby
of - Parliament on Tuesday 5
February’. o

Sadly, it’s not surprising that very
few unions have come forward with
support against the Corrie Bill.

The TUC demonstration last
October was exciting partly at least
‘because it was so unusual to find the
British trade union movement:
prepared totake action ona ‘women’s,
issue’.

- Yet if the Bill is to be scrapped it
will entirely depend on whether large
sections of the labour movement are
prepared to act.

The experience in NALGO should
give encouragement to all those who
are hoping to get their own unions to
take a clear position on the Bill.

Geoffrey Drain, general secretary
of NALGO, has issued a letter to all
branches and district committees
stating the executive’s position.

‘The Abortion Amendment Bill
which seeks to restrict- the operation
of the ‘67 Abortion Act comes up for
its third reading (the decisive vote) on
8 February’, the letter explains.

‘At its second reading a large

majority of MPs voted for the Bill.

NALG, however, i totally oppoed
to any restriction of the 67 Act'and I

.would therefore -urge branches to

support the lobby of Parliament on 5
February to-oppose the Coriie Bill.’

The letter goes on to point out that
the'lobby is organised by the National
Abortion Campaign and by the
South-east Regional Council of theé
TUC. NALGO members are advised

to write to their MP and attempt to see -

them at the lobby.

&'he letter does not have the status
of an instruction 10 members to
support the lobby; it is purely
advisory. But it will probably
encourage a number of NALGO

' ,;otherw;se have stayed at work on the
‘day ‘of the lobby. It is up to NALGO

members up and down the country to

make sure this happens.
4 -7 In Haringey NALGO branch in.
North London, a motion calling on”
the union to back all those taking:
action on that day was carried. The:
~movers of the motion were called to -

an emergency meeting of the union’s
national  executive  where
anti-Corrie campaign was discussed.

Those discussions helped firm up
the decisions of the NALGO
leadership, who made it clear that the

‘union authorised any member taking

strike action on 5 February. A letter
from the executive will clarify that
anyone taking action on § February

"will have its blessing.

NALGO is not well-known for its
willingness to back industrial action,
but it is making a stand on this issue.
If NALGO will do that then we
should expect a great deal more from
some other unions. ,

NUPE, for example has had a
very good position on abortion —

" theré’s still time for the executive to

back strike action for 5 February.

It is vital that all pro-abortion
trade unionists pull out the stops to
get the maximum official support for

“strike action and support of the

lobby. It’s the only way to stop the

“Corrie Bill becoming law.

the )

the head of thé fight to defeat Corrie’s

Bill and for women’s rights, At its
December conference the National
Union of Students agreed to take

strike action on 5 February, the day of

the mass lobby against the Bill. = ..
NUS ‘took up the call for strike

action which the abortion campaigs
put out, but if a paper motion is to be
tirned into reality there will have to .

be some vigorous local campaigning

in the colleges. The NUS executive -

hasn’t done much about it as yet. .

Local CAC/NAC groups should
be  approaching local
[particularly FEs which are often very
militant but cut off from the national
union] offering to speak at mectmgs,
taking leaflets and calling for stnke
action.

The Socialist Students Alliance -.

"| the: lobby,

colleges

Against Sexism will do gigs against
Corrie and that’s a good- way of
gettmg new people mvolved m the

| campaign. "

-Student’ Umons should approach
other unions ‘to get their: colleges
completely shut down for the day of
‘Flying: - pickets’ and
speakers can be sent out to other less

_acuve colleges as well..

This action has got to bite and bite
hard. This Tory government has got
to be stopped — without control over

‘our bodies we can’t control our lives.

Our New Year message to Corrie
is quite clear:
‘Hands off our bodies’, ‘Strike
against the Bill’.
For ful details of model
resolutions, leaflets, speakers etc.
phone,.lude or Mick on 01-359 8371.

How to campalgn agamst the Corrle Bil

Il Haif a miilion signatures on the petition by 14 January. Avallable
from/return to: CAC, 374 Grays Inn-Rd, London WC1. 01 278 0153.
Il Trade union month of action in January.

BiLocal and regional demonstratlons on 2 February to start week of
action.

MMass lobby and rally, Cemral Hall, Westminster, 5 Februnry
organised by CAC and supported by the South East region of the TUC.

MEWomen’s Assembly, Central Hall, Westminster, 8 February.
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By Jude Woodward

THE imperialist press loves an Indian election. . 2
The ‘world’s biggest democracy’ they proclaim, |
and fondly show television film of elderly female
peasants or khaddi-clad Gandhiesque figures _
carefully casting their votes. N : '

" The message isn’t difficult to penetrate — the !
Indian population may be starving to death, ]
iltiterate, poverty-stricken, hardly human, but
everyone gets a vote. This is a good thing, and it .
only happened because the good-old Brits used to

run the place and —wouldn’t let them have
independence until they learnt to be democratic.

Bui what is the truth about Indian
democracy? .

Let’s look at a few facts.

The only party to form a national
government since Indian independence in 1947,
apart from the last two years of Janata rule, has
been the Congress Party. The prime-ministers
have exclusively come from the Nehru family,
again apart from the two years of Janata and also
the one year premiership of Lal Bahadur Shashi
in 1966, »

Although the existance of only one ruling
party and only one ruling family doesn’t
necessarily_indicate a lack of democracy, it
should certainly open room for doubt. The
renewed emergence of the Congress Party at the
last election, following the disintigration of the
Janata as a meaningful electoral alliance, merely
underlines the absence of any significant choice
for the Indian electorate.

The constitution, agreed in. 1950, learnt one
important thing from the way the British had
ruled India. It allowed for massive reserve
powers — all democratic and fundamental rights
accorded to the Indian people by the constitution
can be suspended whenever the ‘security of the
state’ is threatened.

Detention

The Defence of India Act, introduced by the
British during the First World War, was
reintroduced as Defence of India Rules after
independence. These rules, together with the
1971 Maintenance of Indian Security Act (again
based on the British Defence of India Act), allow
for detention without trial for a year or more.
Later amendments allow detention to be
remewed, . again without access to courts. In
exergency. times courts'may not issue writs of
habeus corpus, and prisoners have no right of
appeal 10 the courts. . .

in 1974 this darling of the Western press, the
proof that underdevelopment in South Asia
doesa’t have lead to dictatorship or socialism,
was described like this: ‘In its treatment of those
who pose a political threat to it, the government
of India has nothing to learn from the most
repressive regimes in the world.’

At one stage in the ‘naxalite’ rebellions
(rebellions of poor peasants led by the CPI-ML)
an estimated 17,500 were held without trial in one
state alone. Charu Mazumdar, leader of the
CPI-ML, was arrested on 16 July 1972 and died
i’f a ‘heart attack’ while in custody twelve days
ater. .
The response to industrial action is similarly
almost always repression. In May 1974 there was
a strike of the 1.8 million underpaid workers on
India’s railways (India’s largest single employer
apart from the land). The strike was met with
20,000 arrests, 25,000 sackings, railway workers
homes were invaded and smashed up, and many
workers were evicted from the ‘railway colonies’
where they lived. )

Although the right to labour organisation
exists in India it is no more secure than any other
democratic rights in the country. Employers take
on thugs to beat-up union activists and smash
strikes, often with the conmivence of the
authorities.

Reprisals

Here is an account of the reprisals taken

against union militants after a strike at the British
Leviaad factory in Madras in 1972.

“Thev (hired thugs) came into our section
ammmers . “thes went straight for the active trade
amscunses . One worker with 3 twisted arm was
104d he wouid have it *straightencd out” — he was
thrust o the ground and his arm smashed with a
hammer. When the bleeding and beaten workers
ran from the factory they were arrested by armed
police waiting outside. The hired thugs were
allowed through the police cordon.

The Indian constitution is nominally federal

India’s frail |
democracy ,

languages and dialects actually spoken. The
federal provisions are supposed to divert any
threat towards secession posed by the linguistic,
religious, cultural and racial differences in the

IT IS rare in India that more than half the
electorate actually votes, In this election
“the turn-out was 55 per cent. An 8 per
cent swing to the Congress[I}, coupled
with the split in the Janata party, gave the
former an increase in seats from 153 to
351. N
Less than half those who voted
actually chose Indira Ghandi’s party —
. 0 out of a population of 600 million only
75 million voted for Indira Ghandi.

subcontinent. But there is no acceptance of the
right of national self-determination and it is an
indictable offence to even verbally advocate
secession. )

The Congress Party has not been as

unremittingly successful in controlling the

provinces as it has in ‘running central
government. Local electorates have often chosen
different parties and coalitions in their regions.

In West Bengal in 1967, 1969, 1971 and again at

the recent election the CPI-M (split 'from the
CPI) won control of the area. But the central
government — the Congress Party — overthrew
the communist government in 1970 and 1971 and
ruled directly from the centre.

Attempting to actually achieve something for
the people in India, rather than just offering
paltiatives, is simply a signal for the jettisoning of
all the rules of parliamentary democracy.

 When Indira Gandhi introduced a state of '
eméergency in 1975 she was not doing anything
| surprising, the country had been more often
| under *emergency’ — ie presidental rule — than

not since 1962. I’s true she did go further than
before. She smashed all freedem of the press for

example, even words of Gandhi and Nehru had -

to be checked before publication. Ali that Indira

had to say about it was: ‘What difference do a -

few hundred journalists make to the freedom of
the country?’ :

But India was already set down the route
Indira Gandhi was on before the British were
ever forced out.

The Janata Party, which was elected to
restore democracy and stamp out corruption,
was if anything more corrupt than the Congress
Party itself. From the point of view of the masses
it made little difference at all, and it gave the Jan
Sangh party, a semi-fascist Hindu chauvinist
party based on thericher peasants in the South, a
chance to gain respectability. It has become the
third party in Parliament under the new name of
Lok Dal.

l]literacy

Indian democracy is a sham and a fraud and
has been since it was first mentioned. Despite the
thetoric the facts speak for themselves.
Something like 80 per cent of the population is
illiterate — a higher proportion than 15 years ago
— and when the elections are run by a highly
literate bourgeoisie the masses don’t stand much
of a chance. And when 17 per cent of the
population owns over 50 per cent of the land the
poor peasants can hardly choose to vote against
their landlords who’ve already been
handsomely paid for their tenants’ votes.

Neither party in the last clection produced a
manifesto. Neither party presenied the masses

. with a programme for economic recovery, to

fight poverty, to prevent famine, to reform
landholding. Indira Gandhi may have won a
landslide victory, but it will take more than her
image to keep India together as the new wave of
world recession closes in.

The iron 1s thart there is some truth in what

. #he press savs. Compared to the military dictator-

— anecessity taking into account the diversity of

the pan-Indian state. There are 15 r

languages in India, and a staggering 845 different i democracy.
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By Geoff Bell

IN 1923 the British Foreign Secretary, Lord
Curzon, threatened to declare war on the Afghan
state which had  secured its independence
from Britain just four years before. Behind this
lay the friendly relations then being established
between Afghanistan and the USSR.

Evaluating the possibility of war between
Britain and Afghanistan, Raskolnikov, the
Soviet representative in Kabul, reported to
Moscow: ‘ .

“In the event of an Anglo-Afghan war all the
sympathies of 70 million Moslems in India would
be on the side of the Afghans...In view of the
Afghan people’s attachment 10 their new
i it mast be said that the chances of
the Afghan government capitulating before the
English...are extremely slight.

‘It seems logical to presume that as a resait of
Curzon’s impudent amd
ultimatum Afghanistan will welcome rapproche-
ment with USSR even more readily. History is on
our side.’

Rolling

It is unlikely that Raskolnikev or the Soviet
government of 1923 envisaged that ‘history’
would adopt the appearance of Soviet tanks

rolling across the Afghan border in 1979-80. On
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USSR and Afghanistan

_the contrary. The policy of the early- Soviet
government was to stress its clean break with the
imperial Russian policy of vying with the British
Empire to secure military and economic contro}
of Afghanistan, :

Independent

Thus the Soviet Union was the first counﬁy to.
recognise the independent state of Afghanistan,
and in 1921 the two states signed a friendship
treaty. Among the promises made by the new
Soviet government was one which emphasised its
adherence to the principles of self-determina-
tion: -

‘In fulfilment of and in accordance with
undertakings of the government of the RSFSR
[Soviet Union] given by its chief Lenin to the
Minisier Plenipotentiary of the Sovereign State
of Afghanistan, Russia agrees to transfer to
Afghanistan the lands in the frontier area which-
belonged te it in the last century, while observi
the principles of justice and the free expression
the will of the peoples inhabiting those aress.’

Such a declaration must have been a welcome
change for the people of Afghamistes.
Throughout the previous century the coustry
had been the victim of a tug of war between the
rival imperial powers of Britain and Russis.
During the first British-Afghan War of 1838-£2.
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peep into
ia's Pakistan

. maintains a legion of servants, owns

The haris’

of Sind

"SIND IS one of Pakistan’s four
‘provinces. Its interior contains one of
.the most oppressed sections of the
masses. These are the ‘haris’ or poor
peasants.
G In 19489 the government
_-appointed a committee to study their
-plight. Its report was a whitewash, but
a civil servant produced a dissenting
‘yeport, known after him as the Masud
Report. These few quotes will give

‘teaders some idea of the Sind ‘hari’.

‘They [the haris] are human beings
and, as such, rational animals, and
though they drudge like common
beasts of burden, they enjoy no

privileges nor any rights of human
beings... When I came to Sind I was
‘'shocked to see the miserable
-conditions of the haris... they are no
better than serfs, They live in the most
" primitive conditions without any
“conception of social, pelitical or
economic rights... They live

scattered, far from one another, in

small hamliets consisting of thatched

. mud houses. Most of them share huts
_with cattle...

“The hari who has- cultivated a

- piece of land for several generations

does not know how long he will be

woman poet addresses he audience
which inciuded several hundred
womnien

allowed to stay on it. Fear reigns
supreme. Fear of imprisonment, fear
of losing his land, wife or life. The
zamindar [Iandlord] might get

; Pakistan: Military Rule or People’s-
'Power, Cape, 1970].

- qualitative improvement in the life of

- Floggings

annoyed with hlm and oust him. The
zamindar might at any time send for
the hari for purposes of forced
labour...

The hari behaves like a helpless
slave when he has to face the
zamindar. Itis not an unusual sight to
see how numerous haris come and
touch the feet of a zamindar...

*The zamindar is a feudal lord and

fine horses, cows and buffaloes. He
possesses a large number of firearms
and his shooting expenses every year
run into- thousands of rupees.
Extravagance in food and dress, gross
and vulgar sexual excesses, garish
ostentations are the things on which
he devotes his income.’ [Masud
Report quoted in Tarig Ali’s:

Since that report there has been no

the haris of Sind. But théy are
becoming more- organised. These
exclusive photographs show a Hari
conference which was organised by
the Sindhi Hari Commitiee in Rahuji
Village in the interior of Sind on 8-9
October in 1979. The conference was -
not publicised, but 10,000 delegates
attended from all over the province.

The day after .it ended several
important Sindhi leaders were
arrested. Rasul Baksh Palejo, Fazil
Rahu and sixteen-_other organisers
were arrested for organising an illegal
meeting. They were tried by a
summary military court. Palejo was
senienced to a year in prison. Others
were publicly flogged and sentenced
to prison. The local police chiefs were .
suspended for their failure to informy
the military authorities of the
conference. The right-wing press
expressed its amuety that the ‘fires
of communism’ were being lit in the
rural areas of Sind. )

This is the real face of Zia's
Paklstan

who is Zié-ui-Haq?,

'By Ghulam Hussein

THE HANGMAN hﬁs now become
the custodian of the ‘free world’ in
South Asia. The most brutal,

.repressivé and unpopular regime

which Pakistan has ever had is now
being enthusiastically acclaimed by
important sections of the Western
media as the frontier of freedom.
Those Pakistanis who are not
sickened by this campaign will be

. highly amused, for Zia’s record is an

open’ book.

In September 1970 Pakistan's
fearless.military leader was in Jordan,
on loan from the Pakistani ruling

class to the Hashemite monarch. In

other words a state-sponsored
mercenary. He helped to carry out the
bloodiest massacre’ in - Palestinian
history. Hundreds and hundreds of
Palestinian freedom-fighters were
killed. As a token of his gratitude,
King Hussein presented Zia-ul-Haq

© with one of Jordan’s two highest

military awards. Zia saw absolutely
no contradiction {as a ‘devout’
Muslim) in killing off so many
Palestinians and Pakistan’s so-called
support for their cause.

Obsequious

Five years later Bhutto appointed
him Chief of General Staff of the
Pakistan Army. Zia was suitably
obsequious, a uniformed Uriah Heep.
In 1977 Bhutto’s daughter Benazir,
then at Oxford, asked a Pakistani

socialist who had just returned from a .

short.visit what he thought of the
country’s immediate future, He
replied bluntly: ‘Either your father
will be assassinated or there will be a
military coup.’ Replied Benazir: ‘I
grant you he might be assassinated,
but™a coup, never. You see Zia is in

our pocket,’

In vain did the socialist point out
that no general was ever ‘in the
pocket’ of any civilian politician. But
this story, which is not apocryphal,
reveals Bhutto’s over-confidence. He
genuinely-believed that Zia was a safe
bet because he was both extremely
stupid and cultivated a facade of
servility, The general’s low cunning
ultimately defeated Bhutto.

Dangling

Zia lied incessantly. He promised
elections within six months when he
first seized power, He has since made
three other promises in order to keep
the politicians dangling in mid-air.

Last October he announced an
indefinite postponement of the
elections and banned all political
parties, closing down a number of
oppositional papers. This was
accompanied by the arrest of
thousands of activists of Bhutto’s
People’s Party and the Pakistan
National Party, which is led by the
veteran Baluchi leaders Bizenjo and
Mengal,

Today Zia has been given a new
lease of life by the Soviet intervention
in Afghanistan. He is now being
promoted as a stable and efficient
defender of \Western interests. It is
true that the army is the only effective
instrument the West has in Pakistan.

But Zia and his regime are hated
by the Pakistani people. Not all the
aid of the IMF/World Bank or the
military might of the United States
will save him for long. He is hemmed
in by Babrak Kemal, Khomeini and
Indira Gandhi. And we would venture
to predict that his attempt to -
transform Pakistan into a Saudi
Arabia without oil will fail sooner
rather than later,

—inthe begmnmg there was atreaty

‘their inhabitants.
- Iit" ‘the second British-Afghan War of

_-1878-80, the British decided that the best way of
.- ontrolling the country was to hang as many

Afghans as they could lay their hands on.

-~ Traring a similar conflict at the end of the 19th

century, even Winston Churchill proclaimed “we
are a very cruel people’ as he watched British
troops-shoot prisoners and burn villages.

It was after this conflict that the
Soviet-Afghan treaty was signed. Lenin greeted
Afghanistan’s successful battle for independence

. -from Britain as establlshmg ‘the only
. independent Musiim state in the world’, destined

- for ‘the great historic ‘task of uniting around

" itself all enslaved Mustim' peoples and leading
--them to the road of freedom and independence’.

“];Z;Bu'ffer

Soviet foreign policy supported an

' iﬁd_ependent Afghanistan not just because it

recognised the right to self-determination and
backed anti-imperialist - governments, but
becauge such a state served as a buffer against

thie Bmish -burnt whole- villages and massacred

. By the time of the third British-Afghan War. %
0f1919:the British had adopted a new technique .
for quelling rebellious natives. This consisted.of
using air power to strafe Afghan villages.

e Khyber Pass in 1929

- .possible- Bﬂhsh invasion of the Sov,let Umon v -

{ndla.

| ‘Evident

The Bolshenksalsoknew that the possibility -
- of commiinist revelution in Afghanistan was very .

slim. The Afghamstan Communist Party was

L practically non-existent, and. the Soviets -
concentrated theireffortsin-Asia mrassnsung the- .
Indian Comununist Pacty.. At the same:time the -

Bolshevik leaders must have hoped that
communism’s evident _respect for Afghan
independence would assist the spread of
communist ideas in the country.

This policy was continued after Lenin’s
death. Stalin’s policy of ‘socialism in one
country’ — stressing that support for revolutions

Soviet Union — was to sentence to death many
revolutions and revolutionaries throughout the
world. But in Afghanistan it had less effect as no
communist movement existed there.

In this sense the- Soviet attitude to
Afghanistan at the end of the 1920s differed little
from that outlined previously by Lenin and by
the Soviet-Afghan treaiy of 1921. Rykov, the
Chalrperson of People’s Commlssars, put it as
follows in 1929:

elsewhere must come second to the defence of the

.~ “Turning to Afghanistan, | must observe with
the utmost regret that the internal crisis which the
Afghanistan people are now going throwgh,
complicated by antagonisms of a natioasd, racial
and social . character, is being prolomged. A
country which for the ten years of its existemce 38
an independent state made great progress.. hes
mow for six months been in a state of o,
thanks to the opposition of reactiomary ferces,

_active}y supported from without.

‘I must also direct your aitention te the tewse
sitnation om certain  sectioms of dhe
Soviet/Afghan border...we shall continse ewr
policy of compiete ses-imtervention m e
internal affairs of the Afghan peopie "

Convulsions

And this was reiterated by the
Vice-Commissar of Foreign Affairs, Litvimov:
‘Our neighbours the Afghans have borwe
greal, great trials this year. Afghanistan has
suffered convulsions which have caused ws

. anxiety, interested as we are in the Afghan people

fully preserving their independence. Faithful to
the basic principles of our policy we have
refrained from the slightest intervention in the
bitter internal struggles taking place in that
country, and from supportmg one group agaimst
the other.'
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DEREK Robinson was the convenor of
Britain’s second largest factory, British
Leyland’s Longbridge: complex. He was also
the. chairperson of the BL . Combine
Committee, a company-wide unofficial
stewards organisation, and he represented the
unions on the joint Cars Council, set up under
Lord Ryder to integrate the shopfloor into the
BL management decision-making processes.

On 19 November last year he was sacked:-

The reason given was that he had signed a
pamphlet arguing against the ‘Edwardes Plan’
to sack 25,000 BL workers.

Sir Michael Edwardes has been chairperson
of BL for just two years. For these two years —
supported by the last Labour government,
which gave him a knighthood for his services —
Edwardes has tried to reduce the total number

of BL workers and to raise the levels of

productivity. He successfully closed the Speake
plant in leeq)ool he” forced 20,000
redundanciegin I8 months and lmposed speed-
up on the lines. :

Alternative

Edwardes sacked Robinson after the
management: ballot on the future of the
company. With nio alternative from the trade

unions his ‘Survival Plan’ received a massive 72

per cent majority. Edwardes still realised that

there was a big difference between getting this

vote and actndlly implementing the plan and
knew the main opposition would come from the
shop stewards.

After the stewards’ withdrawal from the
participation scheme and rejection of a 5 per
cent pay deal, the scene was being set for a
confrontation. The course-that Edwardes took

was to use his success in the ballot to isolate the” |-

stewards. The sacking of Robmson stunnod the
entire movement:

Edwardes’ gamble was that hewouid get the
support of the union léaders, who backed his

plan, and with the encouragement of the Tories -

would be able to weather the storm that erupted
after the sacking.-He was proved right when
‘Terry Duffy, president of the engineering union
of which Robinson was a member, refused to
make the strike official after talks with BL

management. Rather than supporting the

spontaneous strike action that erupted the
AUEW ' executive set up a union ‘court of
inquiry’ to investigate Robinson. The union
leaders, as well as the BL bosses, saw him as a
threat.

Collapsed r

A tecent article in the Plymouth-based

Sunday Independent quoted Sir John Boyd,
AUEW general secretary, as saying: ‘If they
hadn’t sacked him we would have done so in the
next few days’. The AUEW leaders sold
Robinson nut, and the sfrike collapsed.

At its highpoint 40,000 BL workers were
out. Many of them were from plants like Castle
Bromwich and Canley, due to close this year.
Duffy and Boyd did the job that BL managers
couldn’t do. They ensured that the most
éffective action — all-out strikes throughout
- BL Cars — to defend Robinson was called off.
The AUEW is not like other unions. It hasa

. very rlght—wmg leadership, but it still has one of

the most democratic constitutions in the trade
union movement. The fesponse of many active

AUEW. members has been to demand -the

sacking of Boyd, Duffy, and the rest of the
national executive. ,
The Birmingham Northfield Branch of the
AUEW, which has a majority of BL workers,
passed a motion calling for an immediate
ballot, under Rule 15 Para 5, to re-elect the
entire executive after their handhng of the
dispute. Only 10 per cent of the 2,600 AUEW

branches need to support this motion to force

through the ballot. The Northfield motion sets
a basis for a massive campaign against the
right-wing leadership. With the Robinson sell-
out so clear, the left in the union are in an‘ideal
position to gain supporf for an alternative to

By Pat Kane

Boyd and Duffy that would defend the interests

~ of AUEW members.

‘Alliance

Derek Robinsbti isalsoa l_'éading member of
the CP, and a supporter of the AUEW Broad
Left. This is the largest grouping within the

- ‘union, consisting of an alliance between the

Labour ‘lefts’ and the CP. The ‘Rule 15
campaign first received support from the Broad
Teft and the Morning Star. But to have a ballot
success you need a credible alternative. For the
last four years the Broad Left had been in
political crisis, and its reputation for militancy
has been severely tarnished.

Hugh Scanlon, whom the Broad Left placed
in power as president, is now Lord Scanlon — a

'Defend Robbo' Assembiy meets

By Pat Slkors!n

ARTHU_R_ SCARGILL last Sunday
pledged the backing of Yorkshire
miners _fﬁ' industrial action to
reinstate Derek Robinson as convenor
at the Longbndge British- Leyland
plant.

'But_Bill Jordan, West Midland
organiser of the AUEW, told over a
thousand . jeel’lllg delegates at the
‘reinstate Robbo’ Assembly that he

- could pot guarantee that the union’s
enquiry would find in favour of the
sacked shop steward.

He went on to tell delegates that it
was all very well sitting = passing
militant motions, but it would be .
officials like himself that would have
to carry the fight for Robinson and
pick up the tastalities on the way.

it was the most arrogant and
assertive speech by a right wing
official in the union for a long time.

Confident

It showed that Terry Duffy and
John Boyd, are confident that the
British Leyland shop stewards are so
weakened that the combine will be
unable to call for action if the national
leadership does find against Robinson

&

reward for his efforts in supporting the Labour
. government's pay policy. The. CP-dominated
-Broad Left cannot break with the ‘lefts’, even
niow they are in the House of Lords

‘Censure

With no alternative to offer the CP have
retreated from. the campaign for a ballot to
re-elect the executive and the campaign has
disappeared from the pages of the Morning
Star. Instead they want motions of support for
the reinstatement of Robinson and censuring
the executive. Leading CP members now
openly argue that any ballot would result in a
defeat for the left, and would weaken the Broad
Left campaign for Bob Wright in the
presidential election next November.

The Tack of any credible alternative to
Duffy and Boyd will set the seal on the sacking
of Robinson. The CP could have. organised a
campaign to defend Robinson, starting from
the active involvement of thousands of AUEW
members.. The issue was so clearly one of
victimisation that even the Broad Left could
have won support.

The Northfield resolutlon received wide

.support throughout the union, and it is still
- possible to get an effective campaign  for

Robinson. The Liaison Committee for the
Defence of Trade Unions conference on 26
January provides us with an opportunity to
demand the organisation of such a campaign.
The BL workforce is far from being smashed —
Edwardes’ pay offer and productivity plans

- have been rejected. But if there is 2 wages fight

the threat ofvictimisation will be used against -
every militant shop steward.

‘Watching

The Tories and the rest of British industry.
will be watchipg for the outcome of the
Robinson affair — wondering if they too can
get.away with sacking their own militant shop .

_stewards. Before the steel strike began-several .

ISTC militants were sacked with the agreement

i ’_of the ISTC nationally.

Derek Robinson is a member of the CP. The

"CP dominates the Broad Left-and the LCDTU.

If ‘the movement cannot defend its own
militants, then who will defend the thousands

|- -of ardinary trade unionists will be victimised .

under the Tories’ new laws? We must make
Robinson one of the central issues at this
LCDTU conferencée — not by saying how
‘responsible’ a trade unionist he was, but by
organising a fight to get him back into BL.

Liaison Committee
for the Defence
of Trade Unions

Saturday 26 January, 10.30am, -
Friends Meeting House,
Euston Road, London
Credentials from Jim Hiles,
137 Wanstead Park
Road, liford, Essex.

the ba}lot

Scargill added his vou:e to the
criticism of the engineers’ leaders. He -
said that if any branch officials of his
had been sacked ‘not a single cobble
of coal would have been moved’ until -
they were reinstated.

He explained that the attack on
Robinson was part of a general attack
on the British trade union movement,

‘The Prior proposals together
with all other anti-working class laws
have to be thrown out by mass
working class action of the sort that
defeated the Industrial Relations Act
in 1972

A resolution passed by the
delegates pledged full support for
whatever action necessary to secure
the reinstatement of Robinson and-
the withdrawal of disciplinary charges
taken against the three other shop
stewards involved; Len Brindle, Jack
Adams and Mick ‘Clarke.

But the guestion of calling any
such action was not put to the
conference. While delegates at the
Liason Committee for the Defence of
Trade Unions conference will be able
to discuss the matter in the next
fortnight, it seems unlikely that the
Leyland combine will call thg all-out

or tries to negotiate a compromise
with Leyland chief Michael
Edwardes.

Delegates from the north-west and

right wing.

That’s the campaign sponsored by
Engineers’' Charter, the rank and file
paper in the union, for a ballot to

Glasgow district of the union strongly
criticised the union leadership but
failed to mention the campaign which
is starting to have an impact on the
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remove the executive council of the
union, if 10 per cent of the branches
call for it. The Charter says that it has
200 of the necessary 280 branches for

action in Leyland plants and beyond
that will reinstate Robinson and win
round one of the battle against the
Prior Bill, -




By Clive Turnbull

AN :South Yorkshire, scene of some of the
biggest picket-line battles during the steel
strike, the number of pickets has doubled
during the past week, according to Stam
Sheridan, a. member of the ISTC strike
committee in Rotherham.

While the pitched battles with police have
taken place in Sheffield, hundreds of pickets
from South Yorkshire have been dispatched to
ports, stockholders, and private steel firms as
far afield as Boston in Lincolnshire, King’s
Lynn, Manchester, London, and Birmingham.

.In Sheffield itself the struggle has escalated
with more than a dozen arrests at Duncan
Hadfields, a private steel firm. Since the
beginning of the strike, Hadfields has increased
production from 12 to 16 shifts.

The Rotherham strike committee, which is
co-ordinating the dispute in the_ South
Yorkshire area, takes the view that unless' the
strike is extended to the private sector it cannot

be made effectlve. The commxttee has
consistently refused to accept instructions froem

ISTC general secretary Bill Sirs that picketing

should be restricted to BSC plants.

Despite support from the Transport Union
locally, scab lorry drivers continue to try to run
the gauntlet of the picket line. ‘We’ve turned
quitea _few Iorries away which wen’t be coming

" back again,’ says the secretary of the ISTC’s.

Shepcote No.1 branch.

“The slnke is forced to get bloody. In my
opinion it’s a fight against
government,” he adds. ‘They wanted a
confrontation.’ o

ISTC members are working normally at

Duncan Hadfields. They are covered by a
_separate agreement from those employed by the

steel corporation, and they have not been cailed
out by the steel union executive.

Thanks to this policy and  the
encouragement of the mass media, attitudes on

" the shopfloor ai Hadfields have hardened

against the strike. Mick Adams, convenor at

the Tory .

-iose encounters that can win

I-Iadhelds " East Hecla works and secretary of
the local private sector steel committee,
maintains that ISTC members at the plant are
saying that they would be justified in ignoring
any strike instruction which could involve them
in the dispute.

‘We are now under pressure from our
members to ignore any call from the executive
to join the strike,” Adams argues. Bill Sirs no
doubt approves this assertion of . sectional
interests against the unity of the steelworkers.

Lonrho

Management at. Duncan Hadfields has
wheeled out the time-honoured story that if the
plant shuts the result would be bankruptcy.
This is a little strange since the company was
purchased two years ago for £15m by the
multi-national Loarho, which has since

invested £11m to make the plant as advanced as.
any in Europe.

In an attempt to defuse the situation,
Hadfields’ management invited ISTC officials

" go back to the Dark Ages,’ he says. ‘But she'd

‘mass picket to close the plant, and welcomes

to inspect the plant to show that they were not
doing work which BSC would otllerwise have
done.

But as Smn Sheridan of the Rotherham
strike committee points out: ‘They car go im
there, but it doesn’t make any difference what
they find. These lads won’t accept this piace
staying open.’

Alan Cooke, a steel worker for 22 years,
says: ‘The police might have been playimg it
softly so far, but we’ve had a dozen arrests st
Hadfields. As soon as the action really starts,
they’ll step in.’

Cooke considers that there is ‘po chance’ of
the Tories stopping picketing, even if the Prior
proposals were in force. ‘Thatcher’s tryimg to

have to arrest thousands of us. Where would
they put us? They couldn’t build prisons fast
enough,’

The strike commiltee is now planning a

any support from local trade unionists.

.. evening
_emotional state as he lamented the

‘Athousand
pickets-
greet the
lndustry

# - By C Banner and J Schweik

‘MAGGIE OUT, Maggie Out,’
chanted over a thousand steelworkers
from Sheffield, Rotherham, Corby,
and Shotton as they marched through
the centre of Birmingham to picket Sir

Keith Joseph last Friday.
The industry minister had come to

meet West Midlands TUC leaders, -

and was visibly shaken at - his
reception by the steel strikers.

A TV interview broadeast that
showed Joseph in an

inability of workers to understand the

need for his monetarist policies. If
there’s one thing the minister hates to
have to deal with it’s people.

Pushed

One of the pickets who had come
..to greet him was Karen Locker, an
ISTC member and Labour councillor
from Corby. She has grasped the finer
points of the Tories’ policies only too
wéll. “What we’re facing is part of the
_Tory strategy to take on the working
- class movement,’ she told Socialist
Challenge.
“The government said they were
going to put us in our place. But if the
- Tories. want. a steel. industry, then
they’re going to have to pay for it.
‘We’ve lost enough jobs,” Locker
added.: ‘They pushed us so far that
now we’ve got no choice. We’ve got to
- fight and we’ve got to win.’
_ That’s the kind of remark that
makes Sir Keith despair. It just isn’t
the way that right-wing academics,
industrialists, and the City see things.

Inherited

When told by Roy Bishop, the
"ISTC’s Midland divisional officer,
that the boss of -the British Steel
Corporation should be removed,
Joseph replied: “I think the chairman
is- coping with a set of inherited
problems in the way best suited to the
national interest, the taxpayers’
interest, and the steelworkers’

DUNCAN HADF[ELDS —the pnvatesteel firmin Sheff' eld which has been the scene of dally plckets.
Inset: Stan Sheridan of the Rot/herham strike committee
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interests.’
Well, it’s true there are inkerited

" problems. The planned slashing of

annual production capacity to 15m.

- tonnes because of the West’s crisis has

made sure of that.

But it is the capitalists’ balance
sheets that require - steel-making
capacity in the West to be destroyed
— not the needs of the masses of
people around the world.

Interest

- There was-one kind of ‘interest”
that Joseph omitted to mention — the
kind paid to bankers and financiers.
As Steelworkers’ Banner — ISTC's
official strike newspaper — has
spelled out, of the £1,215m loss
declared by the steel corporation over
the past four years, £680m of this was
paid over in interest charges. .

A large proportion of this Tresuli¥
from the investment undertaken as a
result of the ready optimism of the
early ’70s.

The Sunday Times editorial last
weekend said that the interest
payments amounted to £1,120 per
BSC employee per year. It added
‘there are precedents for writing off
the sources of loan liability at the Coal
Board and British Rail’.

The bankers and financiers

wouldn’t be unhappy about that.
They would still be collecting from the
taxpayers, the large majority of
whoém ‘happen to be working class
peoplc. So why not tell them they
can’t -have any more interest
payments‘? That really would be in the
interests of almost everyone,

Sotooistheaction that is building
up to stop the closures. It’s the
capitalists who don’t want the
steel-making -~ capacity, not the
working class.

If Sir Keith Joseph can ever bear
to speak to a steelworker, he might

- have a word with Harold Watling

from Shelton Barr rolling mill, who
went to Birmingham to shout at the
minister.

This is what he told Socialist
Challenge: ‘The Shotton lads say
Joseph’s got.to-go and the rest of the
government with him.

Insult

“The 2 per cent offer was aninsult.
We accepted the wage limit in the last
pay round.

‘Where I work, in the rolling shop,
there were six slmgers The price of

- our rise was three slingers down the

road, and the rest of us doing double
the work.

‘It’s got to be 20 per cent this time
round, and no more redundancies.’

-of discontent’.

Try this sales pitch

UPTO now the daily papers have avoided the anti-union excesses of the ‘winter
~The steel strikers haven’t been denounced each amd
every day on the front pages. If anything the popular press has preferred to

‘relegate the strike to the inside pages rather than opting for wild union bashing.

The Sunday papers are a slightly different story. The Sunday Express inst

weekend had a front page feature on the ‘reds’ behind the strike — includimg

Socialist Challenge. Thanks for the compliment, but perhsps the pay offer amd
the steel closures have something to do with it.

Woodrow Wyatt in the Sunday Mirror has explsined that the steclworkess
were ‘committing hari-kiri’ by demanding higher wages. Ia measured prese,
this former Labour MP and now boss of a printing firm put forward the
employers’ arguments that only by cutting jobs and wages can steel-making be
saved.

Itis not just a question of whether the mass media attack the strke. The fact
is that there is no mass paper or broadcasting channel which actrvely sspports
the strike.

That’s where Socialist Challenge comes im. Not saly doss sur papey gee
sympathetic coverage to the steel strikers and el the ruth sbowt Ghe sand
industry and its bosses, but it also tries to build suppect for the srike_ -

By taking the paper out and selling it to steelworkers we cam belp bring them
the politics to win. By selling it to other working class peopie we can stress the
importance of solidarity actions to make the strike bite more quickly sed
shorten the days of Thatcher’s rule.

Qur paper is fighting alongside the steelworkers. You can make it sore
effective by seizing every opportunity to sel} the paper during the strike. Last

- week Sheffield IMG ordered an additional five hundred copies for sale on the
" picket line, and Cardiff increased its order by a hundred, bumping up our prist
" run. Follow their example and help to bump it up again.

SUPPORT THE STEEL STRIKE
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ByV alerie Coultas

THE NUMBER of people without work in
‘Britain in 1932 was estimated to be seven million.
The decline of Britain’s traditional industries and
the collapse of international trade after the crash

of 1929 caused suffering throughout the length .

and breadth of the country.

 South Wales, heavily dependent as it was on
coal, iron, steel, and tin plate, showed what a
reserve army of labour meant in awful reality.

Lt. Col. Sir William Portal, reporting for
Parliament in 1934 on the eastern area of South
Wales, found that unemployment there was 44.5
per cent, Many mining villages, especially those
on the worked-on seams in the north of the coal
field, such as Blaina, Bryn Mawr and Merthyr
Tydfii, Portal describes as ‘derelict’, with over
two-thirds of the workers unemployed.

Of 50,000 miners unemployed, 76 per cent
had been out of work for a year, 56 per cent for
two years, and 35 per cent for over three years.
Behind these statistics lay -a grim human
problem.

. Thecoal and steel industries had undergone a
period of expansion during the First World War,
when they were vital for the war machine needed
‘to defeat German imperialism. Even after the
war the demand for Welsh coal and steel was high
because the Belgian and French industries had
been destroyed.

But in 1923 the boom collapsed. The
depression which began in Wales was to last until
the outbreak of the Second World War.

Raw materials

Areas of Britain which had a greater variety
of industries were more resilient to the
depression. But the large majority of the
population of South Wales was concerned with
the extraction of raw materials, such as coal, and

the production of the basic material for other

industries, such as steel bars, rather than the
production of finished goods.

The over-valuing of British currency with the
rise in the gold standard in 1935 made exports
from South Wales uncompetitive. The protective
tariffs which many countries put up to prevent
foreign goods interfering with the development
of domestic industries after the First World War
added to trade problems for Wales. -

. The British Navy began to use oil and this
_further undercut the market. Motor transport
and hydro-electric power reduced the domestic
. consumption of steam coal.
' Although the production of anthracite coal
- stayed at its 1913 level, the production of steam
8 coal began to fall. The antiquated steel plants

. By Paul Highfield

NOW living in Cardiff, Joe Phillips is 69
and an ex-miner, who started down the

pits in 1925 at the age of 14. He the 3d bus fare.
remembers the militancy of the early
*20s, such as the 1921 miners’ strike Means test

which achieved a big wage increase.
When 1 started at Cogmant -
- coliiery Maesteg it was & 7-hour
working day — shorter hours than
today. We were out for nine months in -
the General Strike.

Baldwin had said: ‘Lock them out.
We can get cheaper coal from India.’

But the sell-out by the TUC isolated
the miners. After we’d gone back at the
end of ’26 things got worse and worse.
The wage cuts and Jonger hours started
‘being brought in in 1927, »

Lack of unity

There were many thousands not in

. the South Wales Miners’ Federation, so

there was a great lack of  unity,

slthough my own lodge was very
militant. It was a closed shop.

Vhes snemployment began to get

bad you could go to the top of any

colliery and there’d be 20 men waiting

. Socialist Challenge 17 January 1930 Page 8

and coal mines of South Wales found it
increasingly - difficult to compete with such
magnificently re-equipped industries as those in
Belgium. '

From an output of 10m tons of steel in 1929 in
Britain as a whole, production plummeted to haif
that figure by 1931. Coal output fell from 257
tons in 1929 to 207m tons in 1933, :

Protection

Although the government introduced
protectionism after 1934, this did not solve the
empioyment problems of South Wales because
its industries depended on exports. Even in 1939,
with re-armament well under way, there were
100,000 people unemployed in South Wales.

In desperation, many younger people left

Wales in search of work. Between 1931 and 1938~

the population of Greater London increased by
nearly half a million while that of South Wales
fell by 115,000. .

Migration took away  the youngest and
strongest members of the community. It cut the
purchasing power of those left behind. It
intensified the poverty and dereliction. It meant
that the social services declined.

Whole families being unemployed was
common. Often it was only the very young who
found work. Wages were appallingly low due to
the massive competition for jobs. Shops closed,
charities dried up, the roads were neglected.

Merthyr Tydfil, once a proud borough and

cradle of the British iron industry, became a

ghost town. A Royal Commission described the
scenein 1935: =

LSH VALLEYS:

thrown out of work:- .

““When the works were in full employment, a
large number of elderly men were employed as
watchmen, signalmen, gatekeepers, and on other
light work, who are now regarded as

unemployable snd in receipt of public assistance. -

**Similarly, elderly men and women who had
a small shop when these industries were in
commission have since had to close down
because of the reduced purchasing power of the
inhabitants. Women who kept lodgers, or who
went working days cleaning and washing for

~ workers who are now unemployed, are also in .

1y 9

receipt of public assistance.
The pits in the Merthyr area, which had
employed: 24,000 in 1913, were down to 8,000 in

1935. Miners were desperately seeking work at
distant “collieries. Some steelworkers were

spending so much on fares that if they were-

married with fair-sized families they were better
off onthe dole. '

Humanlives

. In 1934, 63.4 per cent of the workers in
Merthyr were registered unemp?oyed.

As with all communities which face poverty

and social- deprivation, the ultimate price was -

paid in human lives. In 1935 in the Home
Counties the rate of infant mortality was 42 per
1,000 live births. In Glamorgan, it:was 63 deaths
per 1,000 live births. «

‘In 1936 the maternal mortality rate was 3.65

per 1,000 for England and Wales taken together.
In Wales alone the rate was 5.67. Death from

seams remained unworked.’

months in the USA, and Thatcher, foo,
wants to slash benefits — just as in
1929-30, when benefits were cut from
17s to 15s 3d. Single women only got
12s and dependent. women received 8s.

Len Murray is the
Callaghan — neither will fight back.
They say: ‘Think of the nation’ —
justlike in the General Strike. We can’t
let the Tories win.

1 hope the South Wales miners come

out on strike and do everything and
anything to get a full stop in all the pits

tc see the manager. for a job. The
poverty was terrible — I had to walk
three miles there and back to the pit
each day because we couldn’t afford

The Board of Guardians means
tested everyone who was unemployed
— and you never got more than 15
shillings a week in vouchers. Food was
cheap, but no one could afford clothes.

I was made redundant, and then
sent to a government training centre in
Letchworth, Herts, in January *32, and
trained as a plasterer, but there weren’t
any jobs to go to.. When I look back -
now, I think that the thousands of us
who were sent to Dudley, Leominster,
and “Letchworth were victims of a
deliberate
dispersal to prevent unity among the’
unemployed in South Wales. I couldn’t
return to Wales until 1949.

The  Tories today want a huge.
surplus of unemployed, to defeat the

ade union movement and to drive
own wages. '

Carter
unemployment benefits after six

‘IT was a point of honour never to buy anything if you could get it in other ways. We took wood
from fences without any sense of shame. We would steal timber from the pit heads,

‘And if sheep could be enticed from the hillside, it would be kifled and the meat divided
among the people of the village. We were not ashamed because we were being made outcasts by
those who owned the means which could have given us alivelihood. s

“The miners would climb in their pit clothes a thousand feet or so up the mountain to
scramble for bits of coal among the slag. A day of this weary work — as hard as any day in the
pit — might fill a hundredweight sack of coal worth 1s.3d, while under the valley floor the rich:

Arthur Horner, ‘The Incorrigible Rebel’

‘Merthyr Tydfil has many. sites of decaying
iron works, the most modern of which stands like
a gauni memorial to past prosperity on the

. hiliside of Dowlais. The mayor of the town

explained very graphically how the number of
people made destitute by this change was far
greater than the 3,000 steelworkers directly

in Britain.

government policy of

Wales. .

is trying to  abolish

Afraid

The Tories are afraid of the miners’
strength — that's one of the reasons
why they want a vast expansion -of
‘nuclear power. The miners tmust give

. ‘the lead in the fight against closures in

But the rest of the trade union
movement — the steelworkers,
the dockers, railwayworkers — ,
everybody must support them.

- tuberculosis  was twice as common in Wales,
South Shields and Gateshead as it was in the rest

. of the country.

Resistance to government policy in these
areas was fierce. The degree of solidarity among
the unemployed was unparalleled. In 1935, when
the vast majority of the unemployed suffered a

Same as

Photo: Jill Ashley

Port Talbot—

RETURN TO THE ’30:

cut in tne dote and the means test was L
applied in a savage fashion, South Wales w
uproar. '

The anthracite miners called for a 24-
strike, which was followed by a similar call
the Cambrian Combine Miners in the Rhon
The South Wales Miners’ Federation calle
all-Wales conference and set up a counc
action, which brought 300,000 people ¢
demonstration. . :

In Merthyr Tydfil a demonstration of wc
smashed the windows of the newly-establi

Unemployment as a_ percentage
of insured workers by regionin 1932

London and SE England 13
SWEngland - i o 17
Midlands - ) 20
Wales 36
Seotland 27
Northern Ireland : ) 27

Unemployment Assistance Board. -

W H Mainwaring, Labour MP for the
Rhondda, made a desperate appeal in the H
of Commons: '

‘§ hope the working ciasses of this countr
pay heed to what is said and done here toda
that from now onwards the agitation which
its height in South Wales [Hon members ‘ Ar
over’]. will spread like a flame throughou

.country and that the English.and Sco

working classes will join with the Welshmer
make the demand that come what will
damnable regulations must be withdrawn.
The reductions that had been madein the
were refunded. But despite the massive suy
enjoyed. by the Unemployed ‘Woer
Movement in the depressed areas, both
Labour Party. and the trade unions natio
refused to take up the cause of the victin
capital’s ruthless drive for profits. o
It was left to the Communists to organis
unemployed nationally. Despite the enthus
of many rank and file Labour Party men
their leaders, afraid of the militancy theyw
unleash, refused to take on the capitalist sy:
They were bound then, as they still dre.todz
limiting the struggle to the confine:
Parliament. ) )
As Ralph Miliband explained
Parliamentary Socialism the Labour Party
deliberately refused to further that educatio
organisation outside parliament, of a mi
movement in defence of working class inte
(our emphasis). When the chips are down
Jim Callaghan and Len Murray will follo
same path. '
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" 1936: CYMPARC villagers pray for miners on a stay-down strike.

for its future

By PatKane

PORT Talbot is very much a one
industry town. o

Tommy Lyons, secretary of the
Electricians Union in the plant,
describes Pori Talbot ‘as a steel works
with a dormitory attached’.

Apart from several oil refineries
most people in Swansea depend on the
giant BSC firm for their livelihood.

Built in the boom of the fifties, on
the site of the old Abbey works, the new
Port Talbot workforce looked forward
to arosy future.

But competition from abroad and
the general slump in trgde due to the
economic crisis is now threatcning the
workers at the newest steel plants in

South Wales, Port Talbot and-

Lianwern,

The BSC are considering closing
down either ali of Llanwern or all of
Port Talbot or part of each. There are

" also suggestions of Trostre and

Velindre being hived off to private

enterprise.

L
Wyn Davies has worked in the blast
furnace at Port Talbot since he left
schoo!

‘If the plant closes, or even if there
are some redundancies, I don’t know
what else I could do. )

‘Before the steel strike I thought we
would be forced to leave Port Talbot.
But now I think we can stop them, If the
government won’t give BSC the money
to keep the plant open then we will just
have to keep the plant open ourselves.’

‘BSC management hope that the
steelworkers in Wales will fall in with
the ISTC line nationally and swop an
increase in their pay packets for jobs.
The carrot of large redundancy
payments will be waved under the noses
of the union leaders and the rank and
file steel workers will be expected to
cave in when it comes to selling jobs.

‘But every day the strike continues

| steelworkers realise that ‘they’re

fighting a government that’s rigid on
pay and jobs. It has to be forced to give
in en both.’

Tom Evans works in the coke
ovens:

‘I think that the strike should be
about jobs as well. In a way it is about
jobs. If you don’t.have one a pay rise
won’t do you much good.’

THE W4LES TUC has called for a.one

January. The strike, led by miners, rail
and steel workers will go ahead unless
the British Steel Corporation cancels
plans o increase purchases of coking
coal from abroad.

But the indefinite strike called by
.the Welsh unions for 21 January has

" "been -postponed to 10 March. The

-postponement - was - decided - after
‘opposition from the British- TUC’s
Nationalised Industries Committee.

The 10 March strike will go ahead
unless the BSC agrees to the four
demands of the . 14 unions who planned
the action.

. These are:

*The provision of a subsidy for coking
coal mined in Wales
*Postponement for two years of the
plan to half Welsh steel production
with between 11,000 and 15,000
redundancies
*Suspension of BSC’s top management
*An enquiry into the way the BSC is
run.

Don Hayward, an ofﬁcer of the

Dai Coity Davies is the Compensation
Secretary of the South Wales Natiomal
Union of Miners.

The Nanoma!l Coz. Board has

told us which cofhenes @ o

area are likaiv 10 be Ciosed down.

it will mean the closure of ihe
remaining collieries in the Cynon
Valley and the Aberdare Valley. Those
two collieries are the Pearhiwceiber
colliery and at the top of the valiry. the
Tower Forrdd cofpes . according

Poerypeadl 5 K e nomm I Tour
saievs. e e pow mles e
working, e MzTr il e Lowe
Merthyt and Ty Mawr — @ v
collienies in the RhonGaz. They wE ™
closed down.

In the next valley 1o the Rhondda,
theOgmor, thereisonlyone colhery, the
Windham and Western. This is to be
closed and there is no alternatlve
employment for the miners.

In the Garw Valley another co]hery
will be closed. In the Llynfi Valley, St
John’s and Coegnant are on the list for
closure. Possibleclosures also extend to
the Eastern Valleys, Monmouthshire,
the Rhymney Valieys and the Western
Valleys. Forty pits are open now, we

PLAID CYMRUSPEAKS

The left in Plaid thihk that the .
issues raised in the present steel
dispute are the most important
facing Wales since the 1930’s.
Here the effects of steel closures will
be gredter than in any other parts of
Britain. For us, the present call for
industrial action is not just about pay.
The Welsh TUC has always argued that
we can’t isolate the two questions of
pay and jobs. They have sent many
delegations up to London to press this

- point,

Unfortunately the TUC nationally
and ISTC want toisolate these issues —
they. argue, let's tackle pay first and -

‘then get on to the question of -jobs.

From the Welsh point of view this is
useless. The issues are integrated. We
have to start by  opposing the BSC
strategy to shut down plants and cut
steel jobs.

For us in Plaid Cymru, this links up
with the question of autonomy for the
Welsh people. This would enable us to
adopt different policies and to argue

day general strike on Monday 28

Phote, FALL lllGHﬂELl)

‘Defend jobs
strike call

South Wales National Union of
Mineworkers executive, told Socialist
Challenge:

‘We are giving the TUC one more
chance. We think that they should be
giving a lead on the fight for jobs. If
they do not act by 10 March we are not
going to hold off any longer. It’ll be
all-out action from then on in Wales.’

Disappointment in the climb down
by the Welsh union leaders was
reflected in the vote of the miners who
-abstained on ihe proposals.

if the British TUC leaders had been
serious in taking up the fight for jobs,
they would have supported the original
action of the Welsh trade unions, and
called for similar action throughowt
Britain to save jobs and confromt the
policies of the Tory government.

Nevertheless the dates set for action
remain an important focus, both o
build the fight for jobs and to ruppost
the steel workers. Major rallies have
been planned throughout South Wales.
The first takes place at Sophia Garden
in Cardiff on the 28 January.

All out for 28 Jamuary!

The pits that will close

SAPET IR EMOGL TR WL il
In 1947, whes o2 ::cc =
nationaiised, there wers 118 ool

Now there are forty. Our bov: nave
struggled to build their homes. Trans-
port costs out of the valleys are high.
The trading estates in Treforest and
Bridgend are fully staffed, mainly with
female workers. These valleys are going
to be derelict if the cuts go through.

The Welsh executive of the National
Union of Miners is committed to
strike action against these cuts,

our case.

It is not clear what will pow happen E

on 21 January about the Welsh TUC’s
call for action. If the proposed strike
action does not go ahead I will be
extremely dlsappomted The Welsh .
TUC will be going back-‘on the
leadership they have given so-far —
they will be letting down their mémbers
in coal and steel. i A

We should be ayguing that
parliamentary  debate - like that
proposed for next Thursday is useless.
Nothing will be gained by this. The only
thing that is really understood is firm.
industrial action. The miners showed
this in 1972 and 1974. The only way to
deal with this government is to stand-
firm now against the cuts and
unempioyment.

1 don't agree with Callaghan’s
nonsense about waiting for the Toexes
to work through their mazdass. This =
the worst kind of social democratic
nonsense from the Labour Party. This
is not how things will change.

The Conservative government was
not selected by the Welsh people
anyway, A mandate from the ,
Welsh people does not exist.

Socialist Challenge 17 January 1980 Page 9
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- “scale.
- wmion solidarity does not emerge

STRIKE NEWS

By Geoffrey Sheridan

general secretary of the Iron and
Steel Trades Confederation, is not a
happy man. Few union leaders have
found themselves at the centre of a
national strike with such publicly
proclaimed reluctance.

‘My members want 20 per cent
with no strings attached,’ he informed
readers of The Times last Friday. ‘1
would not say it must be X per cent,’
Sirs continued. ‘k am prepared to do
all I can to help the mdustry in its
restructuring.’

And how far is the leader of
moderation prepared to go? ‘Our
position has been very realistic. We
offered considerable concessions they
{BSC] have been wanting for years —
mulfi-uiion bargaming at plant
level.” '

“I wm not here to defeat the
government,” Bill Sirs assured The

IT‘S AN open secret that Bill_. Sirs,

Times readers. He did not say that rf .

the steelworkers take their lead from

" him they can expect to be defeated by

the government, but the message was
there plainly enough.

This was at the eleventh-hour
negotiations held at the ISTC
executive’s insistence when the
membership was already laying seige
to the steel plants, stocklmlders, and
docks.

The generous demand of the lSTC :

leadership was for 8 per cent all round
and five per cent to be based on
productivity [job-loss] deals. ‘We

were absolutely amazed when it was
rejected,” Sirs commented. After all
those years of the ISTC leaders’
concession  after concession, the
rotten steel bosses-wouldn’t pull Sirs’
chestnuts from the fire.

The TUC leadership has shown
similar enthusiasm for the strike. Len
Muirray put himself at the head of

Sirs’ desperate ‘peace’ efforts. With'

the failure of these talks, Murray has

| joined the ISTC executive in trying to

weaken the effective picketing by

1 circulating the TUC’s code.

e rank and file mus
control the stri

ol

The record, past and present, of
the steel union leaders points to one
conclusion — ‘that steelworkers
should run their strike democratically
through the formation of a national
strike commitiee,

It is the strike committees which
have mushroomed around the
country which are leading the strike in
the regions. . Picketing, mass
meetings, advice on social security
benefits, and general -information on
the strike have all come through these
bodies.

If smke commiittees do it ]ocally,

"

they can do it nationally.

For the first time in the history of
the steel unions, local representatives
were consulted during the process of
national negotiations. This was a tiny
step forward. )

But it was the executlve cmmcll of
the ISTC which called the strike in
consultation with the National Union
of Blastfurnacemen, and the strike
could be called off in the same way.

Representative from each local
strike committee should be sent to.a
national strike committee convened
by the executive, or by 2 local strike
commitsee if the executive refuses.

Action should be coordinated
between areas and with other unions
to make the strike 100 per cent
effective. 1

‘A national body of those directly [

engaged in the struggle should decide
whether the strike continues, whether
it stops, and whether its objectives

have been won — not Bill Sirs.

By Patrick Sikorski

PRESIDING over a loss of 10,000
jobs every year for 14 years is the

record of the leadesship of .the Iron

and Steel Trades Confederation.

Formerly BISAKTA (British Iron -

and Steel and Kindred . Trades
Association), the union was created in
1919 from the amalgamation of 14 or
socraft unions.

The lack of any notable tradition
of militancy in steel was, in large part,
due to the ‘contract systenmy’. which’
dominated the industry acentury ago.

Leading workers In: the various
processes were paid a lump sum by the
employers on a tonnage basis. These:
workers distributed the money
through their own gang. Steel worker
was set against steel worker.

Although this type of sub-contrac-
ting has disappeared, the feature of

- seniority on the job and in the-union'

}uerarchy has persisted.

Rule book

Workers rise to more responsib_lc
jobs through experience and every job
has its own rate. For example, in the
mid-Sixties, the workers at the Port

Talbot works were organised into -
. 5300 different job -categories and

irtually every one had its own widge
Under these conditions trade

casily.

The rule book of the union is
autocratic. Under rule 4, clause 3, ‘no
member, branch or official shall have
the power to order to sanction any
strike or stoppage of work or any act
that might be deemed unfair
industrial practice.’

Just in case anyone tries to do just
thar, rule 4, clause 15 empowers the
Executive Council to ‘suspend,
erminate or close down any branch
or branches where it shall, in its
absolule discretion, consider that
t2)... shall be necessary or

Unaccountable

The aliEr oy ‘ev-an a‘dely used in
S = arez .1 the 1920s
supromting the

‘=2 national

were

¥ JOHN HODGE. President of the old AnnualDelegateCanerenceof ISTCin1978. Stlllnotapollcy-mn]ungbody.
‘| British Steelworkers Union. One time

Imimsler in Lloxd George s cabinet, ]
Programme for reform
A BIG step towards the reform of thé ISTC seemed on the cards in 1978.

At that year’s delegate conférence a motion was passed to amend the
structures of the union to allow the executive council to reflect accurately
the membership’s interests through divisional representation.

A year afterwards no action was forthcoming. Activists and officials
in the union from South Yorkshire, Wales, and Scunthorpe set up the
Liaison Committee for Constitutional Reform.

The reforms the committee is proposing are of burning concern to
oll ISTC members. The abolition of trades sections, one of the heritages
of the umion’s craft history, and their replacement by divisional
representation are top of the committee’s priorities.

In addition, they propose that candidates for executive council office
should set out a manifesto for the members to decide on.

Other reforms aim to transfer control to the membership. So the
committee proposes that the executive council should cease to be the sole
policy-making body of the union and that the annual delegate conference
should be sovereign; that there should be a lay president, and that other
full time officials should be elected.

A pamphliet setting out these proposals can be obtained from the
secretary of the Liaison Committee for Constitutional Reform: Brian
Molyneux, 16 Saint Mary’s Road, Darfield, Barnsley.

dissolved and militants expelied.
Today the leadership of the union
is still one of the most unaccountable
in the trade union movement. The
first ever national conference of the
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ISTC was held in 1976.

The development of any rank and
file leadership through shop stewards
committees has been stunted by the
1rnmed1ate referral of all but the

smallest disputes to joint arbitration
machinery.

‘Socialisation’

The old BISAKTA leadership was

responsible for this joint union/
management approach to all
problems in the indistry. From the
*30s onwards its ‘socialisation’ policy
and nationalisation plans contained
detailed administrative plans for
running .the industry under joint
management-union-government con-

~trol. In the eyes of the trade union
leadership, the interests of BISAKTA -

members and  the
coincided.

employers

The Green Book signed by the
unions in 1969-70 empowered the
British Steel Corporation to run down

-the labour force in other ways than

through direct closure. Management
was able to carry through, in
consultation with the union, a vast
range of changes in working
practices, demarcation and grading.
One example of a full scale deal
was that at the Steel Company of

Wales (now Port Talbot) betweenv

1964-69.

Over a five year period some 5485 .
were affected by ‘de-.
- manning’, a further 3431 by changes

in working practices and 2054 as a -

workers -

result of technical change.

Allowing " for retirement and

deaths, the hard redundancy figure
over the period was just under 3,000
workers. ]

In January 1976 the Labour
government proposed a £179 million
cut in the wage bill of the industry at
the price of 40,000 jobs.. Unofficial
strikes at Port Talbot and other South

Wales mills,” with overtime bans in.
Sheffield and elsewhere, were able

to turn back-the frontal assault on
redundancy and guaranteed weekend
working. :

But after a three week strike the
TUC Steel Industry Consultative

Committee signed an agreement with - ‘

the employers which caliéd for 9,300
redundancies in the South Wales-miﬂs
by 1978.

The ISTC South Wales orgamser
Stan Biddiscombe said:

amongst the men. Most of them are
reconciled to the fact that jobs must
go although it still has to be
negotiated on a local basis.”

In September last year Bill Sirs
was quoted on the proposeéd Corby

closure: ‘We are not talking about
redundancies, but if it was a question
of restructuring that would reduce

costs, we would be prepared tolook at
~ that’.

Waming«

Despite the magnificent’ mass
demonstration by 10,000 workers*in
the town on 1 November, Sirs went on
to betray his own members and the
whole of that steel town.

Last week as he was putting the
finishing touches to the pay strike, the
union signed a £30 million severance

" deal for 5,500 workers.

The whole history of the
leadership of the steel uhions is one of
selling jobs for preductivity deals.
Strikers should be warned.

I do not .
think there will be a violent reaction

o




- called out, whether they’re in the private or -

- at Motherwell he said that every steel worker
was convinced that it was the Tories who were

PAT McKenna, secretary of the ISTC staff
branch at the Clydesdale steel works and ‘a
member of the union’s national negotiating
committee, called last Thursday for the TUC to
stop running around arbitrating between
unions and management in the steel strike and
to dramatically increase its support for the steel
workers.

“Everyone who works with steel shou]d be

public sector, McKenna said. “Steel is used in
cars and engineering — they’ve all got to come
out, We need an integrated strike’.

Speaking in'the Scottish strike headquarters

forting the BSC’s hand.

In McKenna’s opinion the original 2 per
cent offer had been better in a sense than the
present one, which would involve the loss of the
guaranteed working week.

‘Due to the nature of the industry, demand
for steel varies considerably. Some weeks you

only get orders worth 2 or 3 days’ work. The - '
guaranteed week which the corporation now -
wants to abolish is worth 13 per cent: of the .

weekly wage on average.’

McKenna challenged the f’rgurcs ‘that BSCis-
using to justify the closures. ‘“We don’t operate

at a loss,” he argued. ‘We have to pay back
£200m a year in interest payments to the banks.
This frgure shouldn’t be included in the
accountmg : .

Dockers’

John Hamilton, another member of the
Clyde strike committee ‘and an ISTC branch
secretary _at Ravenscraig, had been to
Grangemouth docks that morning to see the
dockers. Rumours had been circulating that the
corporation was attempting to re-import its

stee! via. Grangemouth and Leith from.

Rotterdam, after havifg exported it in the
run-up to the strike.

According to the reports, the steel was being
imported either as European steel or, once on
the road, as privately-produced British steel.

The dockers were solidly behind the strike and
no steel would be moving out of Grangemouth
or Leith from then on. .

The picketifig was now concentratmg on the
steel stockholders.

At Steel Stockholders (Btrmmgham) Lid in
Wishaw last Saturday, boards with nails
profruding and broken glass were found in the
roadway " by the yard. A hundred -pickets
confronted’
threatened with the sack ‘if they didn’t- smash
through the pickets. -

The lorries were stopped while talks were

held between ISTC officials and the manager of

lorry - drivers. who- had been .

- SCAB sleel protecuon —2 cop warnsa plcket outsideasteel stockholders’ yardin Wlshaw )

the yard, who eventually agreed to halt the
movement of all steel. But the agreement was

broken as soon as the mass picket was
-withdrawn.

*There will -bé no
agreements, said John Hamilton.

-GKN Stockholders in Rutherglen is being
picketed on a 24-hour-basis. Pickets told
Socialist Challenge that they had turned back
all the lorries attempting to-enter the yard, and
stopped four lorries from leaving it.

Jore

The controntation had developed first thing
in the morning as the four lorries formed a
convoy with headlights blazing and approached

’

the line. The 80-strong picket line stood firm
against the lorries, all driven by non-union
‘cowboys’. The manager of the yard finally
ordered the lorries back into the-sheds.

Thatcher, the pickets said, had reckoned the
steel workers would be a soft option, but she
was finding out differently. ‘Villiers is
Thatcher’s puppet. We've got to get rid of this
government, just like the miners did with
Heath.’ :

| Army

One picket said: “The Tories got elected and
immediately handed massive pay rlses to the
police and the army. Theri workers in steel are

‘offered an insulting 2 per cent as well as 52,000
‘redundancies. It’s the same with BL. Théy've

got to go. Every steel worker in BSC and in the-
private sector has to come out.’

Workers on the Rutherglen picket came
from three plants in the area. Only one, the
massive fully-mtegrated plant at Ravenscraig,
is* certain of remammg -open - under  BSC’s
closure plan. Hallside is definitely closing at the
end of March with a loss of 600 jobs.

The strikers on the picket line had already
received their redundancy notices. “We're trade
unionists. i’s a matter of solidarity. They’ve

-got to learn they cant push’ us around

anymore.’

The other plant; Clydesbridge, was not yet
definitely up for closure but i$ to be reviewed
this month: The strikers considered that they
wouldn’t win on pay or ]ObS without the
support of workers in the rest of mdustry who
used steel.

Pat Shevlin, spokesperson for the Scottish
steel workers’ strike committee, is insistent that
the strike should be extended to the private steel
companies.

“‘In our opinion,’ he says, ‘these factories

. have everything to do with our dispute. We are

not simply on strike for the steel workers but
for every British worker whose pay claim is in
the pipe line.

‘If the government and BSC grind us into

~ the ground every other settlement will suffer.’

| Middlésbro'ugh

Steelworkers in Cleveland will be

among those taking part in an

anti-cuts demonstration in Middles-
brough on 9 February.

The protest has been backed by
"the TUC’s Northern Regional Council
and will bring together council
workers, nurses, clothing workers,
and the Fire Brigades Unions, as well
as the steel strikers.

The steel strike itself hotted up last
week  in Middiesbrough  when

. management at steel stockists
Hadfield and Partners called in the

. A

pickets.
The pickets had been nearly run

carrying scab steel. When the pickets

_ attempted to talk to other lorry

~drivers Hadfield’s general manager
\John Crow called in the cops.

aggrieved at being summoned by

- Crow. “The - pickets were behaving
‘quite reasonably,’ commented a
police officer.’ o
-~ Corby
WITHIN the past few days, picketing
the steel plant in Corby has become
redundani. Members “of the
Engineering Union employed at the
\plant were the last to join the strike, at
the beginning of this week, and now
nothing moves in or out.

The main work of the strike
T commitiee is despatching flying
) pickets. On Monday, for example, a
. couple of car-loads went off to the
- docks at King's Lynn, where doekers
- have agreed that if a 24-hour picket is

" maintained no steel will pass the
gates.

Private steel stockholders are a
major target, and on Monday 74
pickets from Corby went to John Lee
in Grantham, Lines, where their
assistance wwrequested by women
strikers. Only six lorries managed to
feave the plant instead of the usunal
40.

‘Morale has improved a great
deal,’ says Alisdair Sinclair, an ISTC

A A AR I D

police in an attempt to intimidate

down by a lorry leaving the factory

 But even the police were a little

member at the Corby plant, which is
anow virtually certain to close.
‘There is a lack of experience.
When 84 of us went on a flying picket
to Birmingham last week, I was the
only one who had been on a picketline
before. But that’s rapidly changing,
and more and more people are saying:
‘“Christ, they’re asking us to give up
our jobs and they want to cut our

”"”

pay .

Lanarkshire
DETERMINED picketing has closed
down a- steel stockists at Wishaw,
‘Lanarkshire. Management at the
company, Steel Stockists Ltd,.agreed
on Wednesday of last week to shut
their depot gates for a month after a
100-strong picket line had prevented a
number of lorries from entering the
works.

Because such picketing has been

Scunthorpe

seen to be effective it has been labeled

‘secondary’ by the head of the
Scottish Confederation of British
"ndustry, John Davidson.

Davidson described the closure of
the Wishaw stockists as ‘industrial
anarchy in the extreme’, and

demanded that the Tories’ anti-union i

lcglslatlon be mtroduced at once,

" Such frenzied attltudes are further
proof of how important ‘secondary’
picketing is, and how the struggle in
steel is closely linked with the battle

-against the threatened laws of Tory

Employment Secretary, Ja:ttes Prior.
One-day strike
against Tories

THE South Yorkshire Assaciation of

Trades Councils has set in metion a_|
24-hour local general strike on 18

THE strike committee in Scuuthorpe jointly organised by [STC the:
Blastfurnacemen’s Union, and the General and. Municipal Workers, is
determined that no steel will move on Humberside. A thousand flying pickets
are iit operation around the clock at the ports of Goole and Immingham, and
there are pickets outside the gates of 22 private steet stockholders in the area.

Scunthorpe, like Shoiton, Corby and Consett, is a one-industry town and

aiready local traders say sales of food have dropped by 20 per cent. Before the
strike there was little enthusiasm for action, but now attitudes among the
18,000 steel workers and their families are hardening. They are prepared for a

long dispute.

‘T have never known trade unionists in this area anxious to picket before,’
says the ISTC jomt committee chairperson Stan Sheridan. ‘They are beginning
to realise that their quarrel is not with British Steel but with the government.’

The dockers at Immingham are unloading steel but, with the support of
raitworkers, are refusing to let any steel leave the port. At Hull, on the other
side of the Humber, the dockers are refusing to unload any steel cargoes. In
Scunthorpe the Steel Action Committee, formed to fight BSC’s closure plans, is

busy taking soup to the picket lines.

BSC has said that Scunthorpe is to lose 4,500 jobs by August, but the.

. figure is expected to be ground 6,000 — a third of the workforce. ‘If the men

take their redundancy what work will there be for my sons when they leave
school?” asks Penny Jackson, an action committee leader who is married to a
steel warker. If the closures go ahead Scunthorpe will be decimated. The
Labour Council is vainly seeking to attract new industry to this isolated spot on

the north Lincolnshire plain.

This Saturday the local action committee is organising a regional conference
on the steel struggle to mobilise opinion against the closares.

February
policies.

Al the main unions in the South
Yorkshire area — including the

against government

66,000-strong NUM and the AUEW

— are presently meeting to support
the call and finalise preparations.
The Yorkshire Campaign Com-
mittee, which mebilised impressive
support for the 28 November national

“anti-cuts demonstration, has begun a’

programme of factory gate meetings,
motorcades, and public meetings to
easure & massive turn out on 18

»February. _

Summmg up the mood of  the

‘. Yorkshire labour movement, council-
‘Jor Roy Thwaites, leader of the South
Yorkshire county council, remarked: -

‘I am- delighted that - thie trade

union: movement here has taken the"

lead in the fight, not just against the
spending . cuts but . against - the
government’s economic and indus-
trial policies as a whole.’

The meeting of the Yorkshire
Association of Trades Councils

_earlier this month expressed disgust at .

the TUC’s inactivity on this front,
particularly its delay in leaving a

national day of action agmnst the cuts |

until 14 May.

Euro MP Dick Caborn commen-
ted: ‘A day of action on 14 May will
not help Labour councils which are
fightinig the cuts. The TUC should be
leading from the frout not from
behind.” ~

Trade unionists from other parts
of the country have decided that they
cannot wait for the TUC to act. The
Manchester confederation of

- engineering shop stewards has called

for a day of action against the cuts
and unemployment on 18 February.
So, too, has Manchester Trades
Council. Tony Benn and Derek

Robinson will be speaking at a rally to”

be held on the day of action.

Trade unions and Labour Party
branches throughout the country
should be pulling out the stops to
support the strike calls and
résolutions should be flooding in to
the TUC demanding that they extend
this action. '

Lancaster anti-cuts

demo
By Roger Smith »

‘STOP the cuts, defend our unions’ is
the slogan adopted by Lancaster and
Morecambe Action Committee for a
demonstration and rally against the:
Tories on 19 January. Support for
this protest has come from the trades
council, student unions, the local
Labour Party executive and left-wing
organisations,

Speakers at the rally will include
Len Brindle, one of the victimised
shop “stewards at BL,. and.:John

,Deason, national secretary of the

Right to Work Camipaign.
-The demonstration in Lancaster

‘next Saturday - begins at {iam. in

Fenton Street, behind the GPO. Bring
banners and placards. Further details
from Roger Smith, tel 6468 21474,

Bristol teachers’

action

By Mike Eande

TEACHERS at (hree schools in Avon
are refusing implement the
timetable for the new term, Avon’s
Tory-controlled county coumcil, a
front runner in education cuts, bas
reorganised schoel timetables to
assimilate the effects of job loss.

-The Avon division action
committee, - officially representing
NUT-members in the area, has called
a strike for 16 January. Of the 27
schools where teachers voted by a
two-third majority to take strike action
in a ballot held last November, a third
will be called out for three days each
week.

The Avon action cpmmmee has
also sent a motion ‘to the NUT
executive calling for solidarity action.
For strike -action to be officially
approved by the union, it has to be
endorsed by . the NUT’s national
action committee. So far no date has
been set for this body to meet.

Pressure needs to be put on the
national action committee to make
the Avon strike official. -
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A pantomime withno good jokes

Beifast constitutional conference—

By Geoff Bell

THE PANTOMIME season started a
bit late in Belfast, but with the
opening last week of Humphrey
Atkins’ constitutional conference it is
now under full swing. )

As a curtain raiser to the
conference, on 3 January Atkins
joked that the British Army in the
North of Ireland contained ‘the best
trained and most dedicated soldiers of
any Army in the world’. Next day the
following _article appeared in the
Daily Telegraph. Here it is, believe it
or not, without a word changed:

“The Army ambush in Ulster on
New Year’s Eve, in which an officer
and young soldier were shot dead by
their own comrades, was carried out
“properly and very -effectively”” the
men’s commanding
yesterday.

¢ ““We are operating in a terrorist
situation”’,. said Lt-Col Colin
Thomson, CO of the 2 Bn, Parachute
Regt. ““Itis every bit as hazardous and
difficult as Palestine, Malaya, Cyprus
or —any other = counter-insurgence
operation.”’

. ..
Professional
‘Harsh as it may sound, said Col
Thomson, the ambush was extremely
professional and successful. It had
achieved what it had been set up to do.
* “It was not a question of people
running around the place shooting at
each other. It was a controiled action
and the only thing that was wrong was
inthe question of mistaken identity.”
‘The battalion now has the
unenviable record of collecting the
most casualties of any unit during a
tour of Northern Ireland since the
troubles started more than ten years
ago.” Boom, boom! Atkins followed
this up by an old, but nonetheless
popular joke among members of his
profession. ‘Of course the IRA are
not beaten yet. We all know that. But
they can be and we all know that too.’
The only thing Humphrey didn’t
know was how. Never mind, on to the
conferenceitself at which the cast was
enlarged to include lan Paisley of the
Democratic (a joke in itself) Unionist
Party, John Hume of the Social
Democratic and Labour Party and
Oliver Napier of the Alliance Party.
Napier and Alliance have been figures
of fun in the North of lreland for
some time, but like ceconuts in a
fairground every time they get
knocked down the stall-owner — who
goes under the grand title of the
Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland — keeps putting them back on
their stand again. )

Lubrication:

Still, Alliance are always good
_for an easy jibe and perhaps the best
crack came from an anonymous
participant at the conference who said

Ireland—assessing the prospects

THE CURRENT issue of Ireland

Socialist Review (no 6, winter 1979/ "
80) features two major articles en the

debate on freland at the 1979 Laboar
- Party conference, and on the position
of Ireland in the world economy. =

In Ireland and the world economy

Marie Smith examinesthe reasons for .-

‘the relatively high rates of economie

. growth experienced in Ireland over
the last three decades. She asks if this
can be accounted for through
government policies of regional aid to
industry which might have encourag-
ed private capital investment.

She argues the greater importance
of low wages and abundance of
labour as the main factors attracting
multinational capital to Ireland.

" The consequences of this for an
anti-capitalist strategy for the Irish
‘working class are drawn out in detail
and the importance of ihe unresolved
national question te such a strategy is
clearly stated. .

The second feature article
analyses the debate on Ireland which
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officer . said

that the party was ‘just lubrication’.

But as the conference began it
seemed that it required more than

Alliance to make the affair run

smoothly. The cynics got an early dig
when Atkins opened the talks in front
of the lights of the TV cameras by

- took place at the 1979 Labour Party
conference in Brighton. Written by
Don Flynn, one of the delegates who
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complaining, ‘We’re getting a bit hot
here’.. At which -a TV camera
operator, being no -respector of
important persons, shouted the reply:
‘Don’t worry it will get hotter for you
yet.’ :

The jokes came thick and fast -

participated in that debate, the article
_ describes the background pressure
" and lobbying that took place to force
- Jreland onto: the conference agenda.
Flynn assesses the prospects for

-left -among. . constilyency -party
activists provides the best opportunity
for building a ‘Troops Out’ current
for a decade. ‘

) This discussion of the Labour
Party also includes a full transeript of
the debate itself, from the speeches of
the “Troops Out' supporters to the
replies from the National Executive
Committee.

Ireland Socialist Review no.6 can

he obtained from mostleft bookshops

_or by post from: ISR, 60

Loughborough Road, London SW9,

1 price 50p, including postage. A

subscription for 4 issues of the Review

costs £2; cheques made payable to
ireland Socialist Review.

.continuing-the battle to get Ireland:
" raised-in the Labour: Party - and |
, conclades that the curreat turn. to-the -

after that. Harold McCusker got
things underway by protesting that no
Union Jack was flying on the top of
Stormont Buildings, in which the
conference was meeting. The amusing
aspect -of this protest was that

. McCusker is a member of the Official

WHAT’S LEFT

ENTRIES are. Sp a word; semi-display £2 a

_column inch. Deadline: 5pm Friday before

publication. AN payments in advance.

BOOKS lor Southern Alrica.comrades, Money
desperately needed for - this . vital field” of

internationalisi activity or any. books youLan -

spare. To ‘Books tfor Southern-Africa’, Box 102,

Socialist Challenge, 328/9 Upper Street, Loadon

SOUTHERN Africa. The Imprisoned Society

‘piblic rally. Just arrived in London are Alex
‘Moumbaris, Tim Jenkin and Stephen Lee the
| three- South” African political. prisoners-who

escaped last month from Pretoria’s top security
prison made headline news. Monday 21 Jan,
7.30pm Conway Hall, WC1. ’
MARCH for abortion rights in Newcastle: stop
\he anti-aborlion Corrie Bill. 2 February,
Newcastle, 2pm. Organised by NAC, supported
by Northern Region TUC.

“THE PATRIOT GAME" a film of Irish
struggle, shown by NW London TOM, 24
January, 8pm at White Horse Pub, Church Rd,

Willesden. Nearest tube Neasden, 288 and 8

buses,

MANCHFESTER Hands Off Ireland! Public
meeling: Remember Bloody Sunday! Milton
Hall, Deansgate, Thur 24 Jan, 7.30pm.
TYNESIDE Socialist Centre and Newcastle
North C1.P. Day schootl on the Labour Left and
the Struggle for Socialism.” Speakers include
Stuart Holtand. MP, Alan Freeman (IMG),
Duncan Hallas (SWP), Audrex Wise, Robin
Blackburn, Jeff Price. Sat 26 Jan, Quaker

Meeting House, Jesmond, Newcastle. 10am-

5.30pm.

Unionist Party which is boycotiing
the conference. Accordingly it was a
bit cheeky of him to complain that the
flag of the United Kingdom and
British Commonwealth had adopted
the same attitude. ‘

Rude gestures

Meanwhile inside the conference -
itself an SDLP delegation member
(sic) walked into the discussions with
his fly open. Perhaps this was
involved in a second protest from

- Harold McCusker who reported that ",

a ‘rude gesture’ had been made at him
from a window in the conference
room.

But then down to business and the
cheerful admission from David
Wryatt, one of Atkins” officials, that
no agenda had been fixed for the
conference. This was because the
SDLP and DUP could not agree on
what should be discussed. The
problem was Paisley’s insistance that
no mention should be made of either
power sharing or an frish dimension.

No agreement

Arguing that the Irish national
question was irrelevant was Paisley’s
attempt to win the ‘joke of the
conference' award, bul at least he
showed some seriousness when he
said: ‘As an Ulsterman, I don’t think
they (the British) understand
Northern Ireland: they have made a
mess of it. Therefore, it would be
better -for Ulstermen to shape what
they want’.

The first day of the conference
ended with no agreement on what
should be discussed and when . the
same happened on the second day it
seemed that the show was in for a very
short run indeed. i

But then Humphrey Atkins made
abold attempt to turn the pantomime
into a farce by suggesting that a
second conference should be
organised to discuss things which
people wouldn't agree 10 discuss at
the first conference. Hardly a
diplomatic stroke of genius, but again
good for a laugh. Atkins’ lack of
seriousness was underlined by his
comment, ‘if we can’t find agreement -
then never mind’. :

®
Spoil-sport

The only spoil-sport in these
whole proceedings was Gerry Adams,
vice president of Sinn Fein. Gerry had
been arcested and held for a couple of
days on the eve of the conference so
perhaps he found it difficult to sustain
his usual sense of humour. Anyway,
Adams said that the talks were ‘a’
diversion’.

Now Adams knows that, Paisley
knows, -Atkins- knows and Hume
knows. But for Gerry to tell the world
is a bit like giving away the ending of-a
good joke. But then again, maybe the
joke wasn’t so good afterall.. :

VEST. LONDON.- NAC. Public meeting t0
discuss what to do about 3rd reading of Corrie
Bill, Wed 23 Jan, 8pm, The Tabernacle, Powis -
Sq, Wit . -

‘WOMENS LIBERATION -and the Socialist

-Reyolution’ — a day school organised by Hemel
.Hempstead IMG. Sat 2 Feb, Chauiden Hall, .

Long Chaulden, Hemel Hempstead. Starts
1lam; social “¢(bar/band/disco) starts 8pm.
Admission £1.50 for whole day, £1 for social

only. - .

RED LADDER Thieatre is a-socialist/ferirtist
colléctive, which tours Yorkshire and the Morth -~
of England. We needa second administrator to ..

start as soon as possible 1o help with the booking .
and organisation of performances. Please write
giving full details of relevant experience to'Red
Ladder Theatre, Cobden Avenue, Leeds 12, Tel
0532 792228/9. Closing date 31 Jan 1980.
OXFORD NAC: Labour movement cox}ference
against Corrie. 19 Jan, 1.30-6pm, " OCCR
Hall, Princes St, off Cowley Rd, Oxford. For
more information tel. 0865 47624.

LONDON MEETING. Remember Bloody
Sunday! Victory to the frish Peaple! In support
of the Provisionai Sinn Fein Bleody Sunday
Commemoration Marek- in Birmingham, 27
January. Speaker from Hands Off. lreland!
Other speakers invited. Mon 21 Jan, Coenway
Hall, Red Lion Sq: WC1. 7.30pm, entrance 20p.
RAR GIG on Fri 18 Jan at the School of Orientat
and African Studies, Malet St,”London WCI.
Bands — the Mighty Tubes and the Vincent
Unit. Spm. .

CONGRATULATIONS to Liz and Dominique
on the birth of their second son, from friends and
members of Southampton IMG.




e mercenaries who run

THE British Governor, Lord Soames, -
wields no authority in 90 per cent of
Southern Rhodesia. This is the area
which continues to be ruled by martial
law. Here another group of Britons
hold- the power the several
thousand mercenaries serving as
regulars in the Rhodesian army.

Although the security forces are in
theory nolonger ‘operational’ against
the Patriotic Front, they still retain
their political role as military
governors, In_addition, Soames has
now given them the_task of seeking
out  ‘ceasefire violafors’. The
mercenaries play a disproportionately
large part in the success of these

- operations.

Thousands

Estimates of their numbers run as
- high as 15,000. This is probably a
considerable exaggeration, but they
can undoubtedly be counted in
thousands. As long ago as 1976 Major
Nick Lamprecht, in charge of
mercenary recruitment, reckoned that
foreigners made up half the
applications to join the Rhodesian
army.

The number of local whites hable
to conscription has dwindled because
of emigration. One solution adopted
by the authorities was to introduce

Rhodesia

conscription of blacks. This was
politically useful because it allowed |
the army to present itself (quite ;
dishonestly) as an African force ;
defending the black government of |
Bishop Muzorewa. But militarily the |
black draft had two drawbacks.

First, only a tiny proportion of
_those called up responded. Out of the

""" firstintake of blacks in 1978, only 300

out of 1,500 reported for duty. The
authorities have refused to release
subsequent figures.

Secondly, black roops were X
considered wholly reliabie in 2 bask

war_wther\oucFrm i

COMImURKués o was the

" -all-white Rhodesia Light Infantry

which claimed over half the ‘kills’,

~.-amd that left out of - account the

.- activities of the various elite counter-
_insyrgency units,

This is where the mercenaries fit
in. They come from all over —
France, West Germany, Israel;
Portugal, Spain and Scandinavia. But
the largest contifgents are from the
- .United States, South Africa, Britain
and the white Commonwealth.

Since the trial of British and

American mercenaries in Angola in

South Africa bombs Angola

THE South African racist goverlj-
ment has begun systematic aggression
‘against Angola in retaliation for its
support for SWAPOQ, the Namibian

- . liberation movement.

Last month I interviewed Manuel
Pedro Pacavira, the Angolan
Ministér for Agriculture, while he was
on a brief stop-over to appeal for
Nigerian support. He gave a precise
list of South African acts - of
aggression in the three month period
September-November, following a
~ peak of violence in Jaly when up to
1,000 Angolans lost their lives and $60
 million of property was destroyed:

Aerial violations 53; land
violations 6; bombings 7; attacks by
iand 5; aerial drops 19; laying of
mines 14; civilian deaths 84; Angolan
" army deaths 12; civilian weunded
- 168; Angolan army wounded 8; stolen

_eatile 56; vehicles destroyed 7.

Pacavira told me:

. The presentsituation in Angola

" -is one of constant and systemat-
ic aggression from South Africa. The
‘terrorist actions which have been

1976 the sort of person who is
artracted has become well known:
criminal  psychopaths,  military

veterans or both. Combat in Vietnam,

san SAS has heen able 10 attract 2 | 1
gcod o of recrmts frome #s mxwT |

famous Britssh counterpart.
Racialists

Often the Rhodesian mercenaries

recruiters are the same t00 — men ke |

David Bufkin in the US and Lcsﬁc
Aspin in Britain.

In.an interview in Soldier of
Fortune . Major Lamprecht has
explained why foreigners: jein up:
‘Rhodesia has many things to offer
such as good Rhodesian beer, a
friendly populace, and what I would
describe as a free and easy, unhurried
way of life, lots of wide open spaces.’

But most mercenaries have a
rather more specific - motive.
According to one of them, Frank
Sweeney, ‘Most of them, like myself,
are racialists. One doesn’t join the

carried out by UNITA Savimbi’s
puppet organisation, are fully
supported by the racist regime. There
has been great loss of life and damage
fo property, especiaily in the
provinces of Cuando Cubango,
Cunene, Huila and Mocamedes.

Children

There have been brutal attacks on
the civilian population and entire
villages have been bombed and
terrorised to force the people to flee.
The racists during these raids always
carry off our cattle to Namibia,
causing great hardship to our people.

~ Thousands of cattle have been lost in
this way. :

South African aeroplanes
[Mirage] have even attacked scheols
and recently bombed a scheol killing
dozens of Angolan children. They
carried Q.Lt a particularly vicious
attack on Lubango, one of our most
impértant towns in southern Angola,
totally destroying a furniture factory

and killing and wounding many. -
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Rhodesian army becausc he wants 10
make a lot of money.’
m Rhodma are

and actua]ly filter into the terrorists’
camps’ — the precise methods used by
the Scouts.

Liaison -

-Mercenary recruitment is one of

" the ways Western governments have

connived in keeping the white regime
in power. Bufkin received CIA money
and so did the British recruiters.
Leslie Aspin claims they had a direct
liaison with the US Embassy in
London.

Recently, two of our most
important rvoad and rail
between the provinces of Mocamedes
and Huila, were destroyed. Also
destroyed in the latest action were five

bridges.

All the reconstructlon we shall

have to undertake will take a lot of
our time and money. The railway has
already been rebuilt and traffic is now
back to normal.

South Africa has recently been
dropping paratroopers near some of
our fishing villages in the south and
these have laid mines on roads in the
area. The South African action
appears to be increasing, with the use
of armoured cars, aeropimpes,
helicopters, ground troops and mines.

Reconstruction

Of course, the Angolan people
and their armed forces [FAPLA] have
vigorously to these
attacks, and have succeeded in
deslroymg some of their aircraft and
causing loss of life and material

' ‘Klth and Inn’

links,.

By Richard Carver

John Banks, the leading British
recruiter for Angola, maintained
ander oath that he had a three-year
contract with Inspector Ray Tucker
of the Special Branch:This is how he

was- able to get his men through

Heathrow with so little trouble.

Nlegal

Banks’ contacts went right to the
top. Early in 1978 he and Aspin had a
meeting at the House of Commons
with John Davies, the Tory Shadow
Foreign “Secretary, Julian Amery,
leader of the pro-Rhodesia lobby, and
William Shelton, another nght -wing
Tory.

Under the 1870 Foreign Enlist-

_ment Act, mercenary recruitment in

Britain is illegal. The Angolan fiasco
showed that the law was not working,
so the Labour government set up a
parliamentary committee under Lord
Diplock to investigate its workings.

Diplock’s recommendation was
that mercenary recruitment should be
decriminalised because the existing
law was an infringement of personal
freedom (the mercenary’s, not his
victim’s)!

Diplock also explained that in the

. case of Rhodesia the 1870 Act was
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played?

Yet that same British army which
directly or indirectly traimed the bulk
of the Rhodesian security ferces now
poses as a neutral arbiter monitoring
the ceasefire. OQut of a Common-
wealth force of about a thousand,
only 60 come from Fiji and Kenya.
The rest are from Britain, Australia
and New Zealand the  very
countries which provide the largest
number of mercenaries. Guess whose
side they’ll be on when it comes to the
crunch?

By Geoff Hunt in Nigeria

damage to the South Africans. But
they persist and retaliate even more
brutally.

Defensive

Naturally, their objective is the
destabilisation of our economic life;
they want to divert our attention away
from our other problems — the
problems of national reconstruction
in the wake of the Portuguese
colonialist war. Their attacks force us
into constant defensive action. Also,
they want to discourage us in the
material and moral support we give to
SWAPO.

Aggin, their objectives mnsceld
these immediate ones; SWAPO ind

the MPPLA are not their sale enemies,
they kmew very well that e wholé of :

Africais their enemy. Theeefore they
want o contain the eppesition of
Africa to imperialism and are trying
to create difficulties scross the eatire
continent. In every way they-wish fo
thwart the economic develop-
ment of Africa to a real and
complete independence.

-

| BATH:

Intercontinental
Press/Inprecor

THE Soviet offensive in Afghanistan
‘is an aid to the oppressed in their
baitles against imperialist domimat-
ion,not only in Afghanistan, bat akso
in neighbouring Iran and throughout
the entire region and the colonial and
semi-colonial world. It is a sharp blow
to imperialism’s efforts to hold back
the world revolution.’

This is Ernesi Harsch’s view im the
latest issue of the weekly
Intercontinental Press/Inprecor [Vel
18, No 1]. Single copies cost 38p pius
10p p&p, but subscriptions work ot
much cheaper a1 £11 for ome year (43
issues], £6 for six mouths {24 issmes],
or £3 for an introductory offer of W
issues. Please make out cheques POs
to ‘Intercontipestal Press’ and semsd
to: IP/1, PO Box 50. Loadoa N1
2XP.

SOCIALIST
CHALLENGE

Ay B e Kowes NSl B R
MAMMIFSTER. = = 2z S Wisncsesee
AT AN G e K LD oo Pu

SPCAK CTS.
PONT TALBOT SWANSEA, Mos 23 le
Segauts ANNERS fer womer mml Awer

ABERDEFEN: SC »old Saturdas s owtsade CRAs
— for more info phone Colm, S74068.

SC on sale al 1985 Books, Lomdos
Road, and Saturdays 2pm-Ipm outside the
Roman Baths. Phone 20298 for more details.
BRADFORD: SC available from Fourth Idea
Bookshop, 14 Soulhgate.

BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The Ramp, Fn
4.30-5.30, Sat. 10-4. For more info phone
641-9209.
BRIGHTON: For more info phone Nick,
605052,

BRISTOL: SC on sale t1-1, ‘Hole in Ground’,
.Haymarket. For more info contact Box 2, c/o
Fullmarks, 110 Cheltenham Road, MontpeHier,
Bristol 6.

COVENTRY: SC avallahle from Wedge

Bookshop. For more info about local activities
phone 461138,

DUNDEE — SC available from Dundee City
Squarc outside Boots, every Thursday 4-5.30pm,
Friday 4-5.30pm, Saturday 1l-4pm.

HACKNEY SCmeeting: ‘Support the steel strike
— kick out the Tories!” Tues 22 Jan, 7.30pm,
Hackney Trades Hall, 96 Dalston Lane, ES.

HUDDERSFIELD SC. supporters seil papers
cvery Saturday [lam-Lpm. The Piazza. SC also
avaitable at Peaceworks.

| LAMBETH: SC now available at Kiosk Brixton

tube, Ovaltube, Herne Hill British Raitand Tetric
books Clapham.

SWINDON SC on sate 11-1pm every Sat.,
Regent St (Brunel Centre).

TEESSIDE — SC sales: al Newsfare shaps in
Cleveland Centse and on Linsthorpe Road,
Middlesbrough, and at Greens Bookstall,
upstairs in Spencer Market, Stockton ngh
Street.

TOWER HAMLETS SC supporters sell papers

everyFriday 5-6pm Watney Mkt, Sat 11-12,30pm
Whitechapel tube, Stmdzy 16.30-12.00 Brick
Lane. i

«

STRIKE sgaimst Corvic® & Fetvnary mass bl
of parksmess Coa Bal -mis Jp
February: womensbi),mallms

protest against the third reading of the Corrie
Blll Central Hall, 2pm — bands/theatre/dance:

sengs/speakcrs Nauona! Abcrtion Campaign. -
Campaign Against Cerrie.
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Dancmg to

Carter’s tune?

1 WAS quite shocked to find Socialist
Challenge dancing to the tune of the
US State Department {‘Soviet troops -
out of Afghanistan!’, 3 January).

There has been a more or less
continuous build-up of Soviet troops
in Afghanistan ever since the fall of
the Daoud regime — recognised by all
the bourgeois press, and by Socialist
Challenge in its previous articles.
Roughly concurrently with the latest
coup, Carter & Co have started
deno‘uncing the ‘massive Soviet
_ build-up’ and, after alittle hesitation,
the British bourgeois press has
followed sult in callmg this an

‘invasion’.

“But this is by no means the
product of Carter’s concern for
human rights or (Eric Heffer
notwithstanding) for the
self-determination of nations. Itisa
part of the US government’s war drwe
aimed at legmmlsmg anarmed
intervention in the Middle East to
defend the interests of US
" imperialism,

Whatever the shortcomings of
Babrak Karmal — and for that )
matter, of Leonid Brezhnev — if the
forces backed by US imperialism win
outthen no way will Afghanistan get
national seif- determmatxon or.
revolution. What it will get is fendal
,reaction and a US puppet
govem.ment

What's at stake for workers in the
West is not an abstract moral
question. It’s more nnperialist
support for the Ziaregimein = .
Pakistan, and it’s US workers being
sent out to die for thei mperests of US .
imperialism,

Revolutionaries have to be quite
clear which side they’re on in this
development. We haveto fight for: -

* 1mperialist hands off
Afghanistan!

_ * Noaidtothe Pakistani regime!
No aid to the counter-revolution!

“* Nosanctions against the USSR' .

: Britain out of NATO!
.Tariq Ali’s articlé nanaged to fmd
itself to the right not only of Socialist_ -
Worker but even of the Guardian.
Let’shavealine of intransigent.

: opposmon to imperialist manoeuvres
—not a series of moralistic half-
truths and concessions.

MIKE MACNAIR (Londen E9)

Aid to create
working class

THE article on Afghanistan by Tarig
Ali (3 January) created more
problems than it solved. Termsand
concepts are undefined while theories
are imposed onto situations that bear
little relation to them, .
With no working class or
bourgeoisie (‘only two factories’),

what would be the class nature of the

‘thoroughgoing revolutionary
democracy’ proposed? Considering
the alleged predomination of tribal
Jand ownership, and given no
industrial support, what ‘radical
social measures’ could win ‘mass
support’ for the ‘genuine revolution”?
" Tounderstand the relationship

-between the situation in Afghanistan
and the international struggle for
socialism we must examine it dual -
character. The ‘internal’ dynamic of
cohtradictions within the Afghan
social formation is mediated by the
‘external’ dynamic of international
class struggle. The national question
is an international question. The
internal variables are the productive
relations while the external variables
areimperialism and the workers’
state.

The interests of the international
proletariat favour a workers’ state
solution, but for this a working class
must exist. The expansion of the
proletariat has not and cannot be
accomplished through reliance on the
imperialist world market. Also there
is no internal dynamic towards such
an expansion; no viable internal
market, agricultural surplus, industry
nor capitalist agriculture; and
export-led growth is unobtainable.
Democracy as a form of classrule
would be impractical to impose on the
tribal peoples; there is little basis for

ON BEHALY OF THE
TORY GOVERNMENT 1
WOULD LIKE TO WELLOME
YOU TO THE EWHTIES -

democratic revolution.
The only way forward is to create

- aworking class from above with

- Soviet help. Aliisincorrect to forecast
failure. Social transformations need
not rely on ‘mass revolution’
(although socialist transformation
does). The People’s Democratic Party
of Afghanistan, isolated, faced
over-whelming opposition from tribal
reaction. Without Soviet intervention

- the result would have beena
dictatorship armed and backed by
imperialism, endangering the USSR
onits southern border.

The Soviet bureaucracyis .
counter-revolutionary but its own
interests, in survival, occasionally
concur with those of the proletariat.
This is the case in Afghanistan. Real
conflicts of interest are not solved by
education, while ‘radical social
measures’ may indeed be applied with
force where such conflicts exist.

Innot specifying the class nature
or dynamics of ‘autocratic regimes’
versus ‘revolutionary democracy’, or
‘genuine revolution’ versus
substitutionism, Ali transforms these
terms, abstracted fromreality, into-
principles. Using an idealist
methodology and attemptingto
outflank the Soviet bureaucracy he
fails to defend the workers’ states and
ends in joining the imperialist chorus
— ‘Soviet troops out of Afghanistan’.

1. PAUL ANDREWS [Lambeth] -

?

succeed?

NOT very long ago, Tariq Ali rightly
condoned Viethamese actionin .
Kampuchea. But he has now
condemned Soviet actionin
Afghanistan (3 J anudry). Thisis’
inconsistent.

Inthe begmmng of 1979 the
Kampuchean revolution reached a
critical stage, and might have
collapsed but for the timely
Vietnamese assistance for the forces
of revolution in that country, which
were thereupon abletorid
Kampuchea of the tyrannical regime
of Pol Pot and counter American and
other neo-colonialist and imperialist
conspiracies in Indochina. The
revolutionary process was at an even
more critical stage in Afghanistan
when the Russians intervened.

Tosaythata genume revolution
had not taken place in Afghanistan
would be inadmissible. Thereis the
traditional argument about the
smallness or absence of aworking
class as laid down in the Marxist
textbook. But where did such an
idealist textbook revolution ever
take place? In China? In Vietnam? .
Indeed, in the Soviet Union itself?

In our times the criterion of a
genuine revolution might be stated as
being, primarily, that the revolution
must have emerged froma people’s
own experience and be true to the gut

.of their being even while it is in accord
with the logic of Marxist theory.

What was required of a geniune
revolutionary movement after the
overthrow of Daoudin April 1978
was first of all to change the country’s

feudal condition, and this the
administration of Taraki attempted
to do as soon asit came to power.:
Among its first reforms was the
halting of the sale of girls. This was a
rampant evil, a part of the feudal
system in which slavery and serfdom
flourished.

To };kople outside Afghanistan,
the steps that Taraki took might seem
of little more than passing
importance. But it wasa

revolutionary measure of historical -
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| Could the Russians

significance for Afghanistan, where it
gave people for the first time a right to
a kind of living, and held out promise
of fundamental human rights. -

Comrade Tariq talks about the
‘extremely small’ working class and
deeply-rooted tribal structure with
tribal property rights, making
obvious ‘the magnitude of the tasks’
facing the new leaders. But is that any
argument for saying that Afghanistan
is not fit for revolution and social
progress? Is Tariq being realistic
when he complains that the regimes
which took over from Daoud'were
autocratic; does he really think that in
the conditions of Afghanistan any
measure for democratic procedures as
we know them would have made

| sense?

Thereis of course truth in his
comment that ‘genuine revolutions
can only succeed with mass support’.
This squares with his view that thereis
need for “a patient process of
educaging the massescoupled witha
series of radical social measures’. But
who will help in putting through such
radical social measures?

- The Western press and leaders

- have constantly gloated that Russia
" has been getting ‘bogged down’ in

Afghanistan. Yet suddenly the West
is moving fast to put anend to
Russia’sintervention, crying outin
pious-horror and demanding
withdrawal of Soviet forces from
Afghanistan.

The reason is obvious.
Imperialists, the Chinese 1eader5h1p,
and their allies and supporters, are
frightened that the Russians will
succeed where no one else has
succeeded before. That the Afghan
revolution will succeed and will havea
profound effect on that part of the
world, where the minorities like the
Baluchis, Pakhtuns and the Kurds are

- waiting to piit an end to the tyranny to

which they have been subjected for
centuries.

That is why we, as revolut;onarles,
should fight every imperialist action
which is directed against the Afghan
revolution.

AHMAD SHUJA (London W14)

[ - . [} .
Clip Corrie’s wings
THE CAC Clip Collective, a group of
women media workers, are making a

cinema commercial to assist the
Campaign Against Corrie. The 45

1 second commercial will be screened in

independent cinemas throughout
Britain early in the New Year. It’sa
fast, witty animation aimed at

| publicising the drastic consequences

of the Corrie Bill if it is passed on
8 February.

The women involved are working -
without payment and production
costs are being met by public
donation. Money is still needed to
strike extra prints. Join the fight and
send your donation to: CAC Clip

[ Collective, 2Chlchele Road, London

Nw2,
CACCLIP COLLECTIVE

SWP membership

YOUR issue of 3 January contains a
letter stating: ‘Duncan Hallas has
been quoted as admitting that the
effective membership of the SWP is
about 1,500..." Quoted by whom, -
when and where? It would be
interesting to know,

Certainly I have never made any
such statement. The membership of
the SWP in Autumn 1979 was 3,600.

| This figure was obtained from actual -
| registrations in the branches and, far

from being intended to ‘mislead

‘militants’, was part of the detailed

- UNLESS You HN’VEN T™
M BLALK OR IRISH - OR A
WOMAN: - OR YOUNG - OR.
o N SOLIAL SECURITY -

OF COURSE., YOU COULD
BE ALL THESE THINGS -

- N WHICH CASE YOUR
L\FE ASN'T GOW( TO BE
CWORTH LWING -

confidential information on the state
of the party given in a document for
delegates.

Asto ‘effective’ members, 1
believe that all our members are
effective.

DUNCAN HALLAS (London E2)

Men are part of the
problem

| YOUR correspondent Tommy

Cusack (13 December) séems very
hostile to a politics which says that
‘men are part of the problem in
building socialism’. This phrase
summarises the points [ was trying to
make when | originally wroteto you
(8 November)

Itis those who perpetuate the
oppression of their sisters and
brothers who are scabs, not those’ who

challenge them in domg s0. Given
that, you can’t overcome the divisions

in the working class created by these
different sorts of oppression by
pandermg to them. In the case of

sexism, not only must it be challenged

but thls must be done by women,
because men always have something
‘more important’ to do.

Now in my view that strategic
understanding of what the attitude of
socialists should be towards divisions’
within t}he working class flows from
the opinion that men have a material
but not a class interest in oppressing
women. To me this is evident from"
their social power over women, but it
is this assertion which aroused
comrade Cusack’s wrath in the first
place. -
“1didn’t intend to carve out a
theory around this, and 1 haven’t

1 really got the time, ‘but if anyoneis

interested they should have a look at
Heidi Hartmann’s article ‘The
Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and
Fefninism'’ in the summer 1979
edition of Capital and Class.

But after the points comrade
Cusack made I don’t need to worry,
because none of them dentthe
assertion I made. His strongest, most
rational point was that to prove a
material interest you have toshow -
that there’s no alternative to the-
sexual division of labour.

Thetrouble is, youdon’t have to
prove that no-one else can do
‘women’s work’ to show a material
interest because you are dealing with
oppression, not exploitation. With
the relation of capital to labour,
labour power is the only thing which

1 cancreate value, hence the relation of

exploitation. But Marxism, as Heidi
Hartmann explains issexand race
blind.

Moreover, Marx1sts as Hartmann
points out, have only analysed the
relation of women to capital, not the
relation of women to men, The latter
is the sphere of this whole debate, so
I'm afraid the safe, old categories
comrade Cusack is using — Engels
not least of them — may just not be

- applicable.

For exampIe if men controlled

wornen’s sexuality in order to pass on

private property to their heirs, how
did they get control of that private
property? Presumably something in
the sphere of early relations betweerni
women and men, See what I mean?
SUELANDAU (London NW3)

Rock Against
Thatcher

1980 is Rock Against Racism’s year of

the RAT. It’s the year when we crank
“up a Rock Against Thatcher :

campaign and roll the Tories out of

-+ AND THE TORY
RNMENT Wil MAKE -
YOUR LIFE. AS SHORT AND
MISERABLE A5 POSSIBLE !

power. The steelworkers’ strike is the
first major fightback of the *80s
against Tory policies, which are also
wrecking our health and welfare
services and education opportunities.
Organise RAT benefits for the
strikers in your area; if there aren’t
any, do one anyway and send the
donations to the ‘RAR Steel Workers
Strike Fund’, ¢/0 Box M, 27
Clerkenwell Close, London EC1.

- Ring RAR on (01) 802 8773 for bands

and advice.
ROCK AGAINST RACISM

PTA arrests

THE Christmas issue of Socialist
Challenge sent its greetings to the
women in Armagh jail, Northern
ireland. At least you made a token
gesture but what about the Irish
prisoners in English jails at the

~ present time?

There were no Socialist Challenge
supporters or seliers to be seen on the
pickets organisedafter 27 Irish’ -
people, several of them women with
children, were pickedupon 12
December under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. There are still séven’

" people — four men and three women

— in Brixton awaiting trial. It looks as
if the police iniend to keep them
locked up for weeks before the trial.
Please will you publicise their case
and ask your supporters to attend the
next picket of Brixton prison, called
for 26 January. Meetooutside the
prisonat 10am. Bring banners and
placards. ~
DEBORAH KELLY (London SE14)

IMG attacked

A SHARP attack on the International
Marxist Group was made by John
Strauther (13 December) in the guise
of a demand for the expulsion of the
Leninist Trotskyist Tendencyfrom its
ranks. According to comrade
Strauther, ‘This result would then
have the welcome effect of removing
the chief obstacle to the formation of
a unified revolutionary organisation.’

But the effect would be the exact
opposite. The political views of the
LTT are absolutely within the
framework of the politics of the
Fourth International. If weareto
build a mass party a much greater
disparity of views will need tobe
incorporated in a single organisation.

The LTT in Britain, through their
action here and internationally,
played animportant partin -
furthering the building of such a party
by defending the integrity of the IMG
and the FI. These comrades have
fought loyally for their views inside
the IMG and the FI, implacably. -
opposing the splittist course of the
majority of the LTT and the
Bolshevik Faction.

Itisideas like those defended by
comrade Strauther which are the ,
recipe for building a sect. They are not
justattacks on the LTTbutonthe
whole IMG, which has the proud
record of defending the demeocratic . -
rights of all minorities which operate
within the framework of democratic
centralism.

BRIAN GROGAN [IMG]

LETTERS published on this page will
normally be cut to at least 400 words,
to ensure that the maximum number
of readers can express their views.

- Anonymous letters will notbe :
published unless there is a very special
reason, but real names will be
withheld from publication on request.
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Are yow a member of the Worker Bhotographers yet? |propagaada postcard, Gevmany, 1924 )
By Larry Herman

"[HE first left-wing photographic annual to be

published  in Britain, Photography/Politics:-

- One, is a breath. of fresh air at a time of

B . attempts to -establish photography as an art

commodity and wholesale. attacks on the
- working class through news’ management.

Not only is if exceptionally good in giving |
“examples of how subtle. the bonrgems media
- |+ can be, but it excels in ‘articles examining liow .

- photographers - organised
-worker photographer groups.in.Europe and .

themselves -into

~North America during the 1920s and ’30s.

‘wrong,

socialist photographers A today, who shouid
themselves be organising to argue out ideas and
foster a coherent offensive against the capitalist

umedia. In this way we could begin to face up to

.the essential political compromise we make as

individuals — periodically working for the Feft .
media while also shoring up the capltallsts vnew :
- of the working class. . ;
The - anortsnce of being clear on these‘

questions is shown in Nick Hedges’ criticism of

the housing charity Shelter. Hedges was staff

photographer for Shelter several years ago, and

‘his analysis is generally correct. Where he goes |
is to criticise Shelter’s.

however,

revolutionary left, without peinting to the veryb

different role they piay in the conflict between

" capital and labour,

- Because Photography/Polmcs One has
con_tnbutu_ms from 24 individuals and groups,
its general political content is inevitably
uneven. It ‘could "also .have done with- more
itlustrations, particularly as some of the proseis

_,'unnecessm'ily bbscure and: cumbersome, - -

~An “example of  how ‘Janguage : ¢an

: wunwmmgly be used to eonfuse occurs when Jo' ']
_Spence writes ‘that thereis a bmary opposmon

within systems of signification in which what is
present is definable only .in relation to what is
absent thus “’woman

man’’, or ‘‘femiunist’’  in -relation {o

masculme” ’

If photographers. are to write about
themselves and their work they must always be
very careful to avoid any suggestion of
mystification. Nevertheless in general the
annual is very readable and is a real testimony

- ot only to' what some left media workers hive -

done in ‘the past but also.to what those Ilke
Hackney Flashers are doing today. :
Photography/Politics: One is published at

" £4.95 by Photography Workshep, 152 Upper

Street, London N}, and is distributed by PDC

(27 Clerkcnwell Close London ECI)

‘ _Much can be learned from that period by

propaganda in tlre same way as that: of the

*is signified in relationto '

Preston Worker
'usmg latent sk|IIs

THE RISE and fali of Hull News, the
weekly paper launched by Hull

. Trades Council, has been much
discussed in these pages.

Preston Trades Council, however,
adopted :a rather dnfferent approach
to bringing out its journal, Preston

“Worker. Trades council members
JOHN PARKINSON and JIM
HAMMONDS explain below.

WE first discussed bringing out a
journal after Labour lost the election,
The demoralisation and confusion in
the movement caused by the Labour
cgovernment made it necessary to
clarify and. debate why the defeat

" -occurred. 'We needed. a vehicle to

develop the struggles and campaigns
‘of working people in Preston.
4 Of ‘course different -political
tendencies have their own ideas on
how the journal should be developed.
~ But all are agreed on the need for an
active working class paper. The first
issue contains a number of different
‘viewpoints from the left and labour

. movement ~— something we see as

vital ‘to create the type of debate
" required.

At the moment we will. be
producing the journal quarterly and
bringing out special supplements to
deal with immediate problems like the
wave of redundancies locally, - We
havetoprove wecan do our own thing

and develop achallengeto the capital-
ist media. ©

We can’t simply operate within
the capitalist system by demanding
the right of reply. Of course we must

| do.this, but you can’t live within the

cracks of the system because they

squeeze you out when the heat is on. -

We have to develop our own

-alternative media and ~ educational

system — using our skills and their
technology, under our control.

Some on the left would call our -

approach amateurish, but we don’t
think so. You have to take it slowly.
Instead of trying to launch a
grandiose weekly paper we obtained a
printing press for £25. We made-the
platemaker ourselves for £15, and we
were quite surprised at the response
within the movement to our appeal
for a photo team.

Latent sklll

There really is a lot of latent skill.
Once we showed that the journal was
a practical proposition it became
inspiring. It provided a training
operation in media techniques which
the stewards involved began to take
back to their branches..

Take the Fire Brigades Union, for
example. Through their involvement
with Preston Worker they have now
reatised they can operate a press

THE OTHER BOOKSHOP

Terror or Love?, by Bommi Baumann — Platform Books, £2.50

: Photography/ Politics: One, by the Photography Workshop, £4.95

.- Hrstmre de L’Internationale Commumste 19;
volumes) — Editions La Breche, £5.50 per

19-43, by Pierre Frank (2
lume

328 Upper Sticet, London N12XQ (tel. 01-2260571) -

"Council

themselves and produce their own
leaflets.

What you need is someone who
understands the whole process and
can nurture the skills required. At the
beginning thére was a lack of people

to help in writing, lay-out -and

production, but this-is being resolved -

as we train people up.

There has been very little problem '

on distribution. We .printed 3,000 of
the first issue and sold 'practically all
of them. We have not looked to
newsagents as the basic outlets, but
have relied from the start on shop
stewards selling at
meetings.

Nor do wé fook for commercral )

adverts, and we won’t use Trades
funds to give work to
commercial printers. Some members
of the NGA may object to this, but the
fact is. that if one tries to be too
professional and commercial it just
can’t be done. We don’t. have the
money or the resources and we get
ripped off. ‘

We encourage our prmtworkers to -

lend their skills to the movement. This
is what counts. In our opinion Hull
Trades Council were a little too fast
and too-ambitious.

Copies of -Preston Worker are

available * from  Preston. Trades
Council, "¢/o0 John - Parkinson
(Secretary), 24 Hammond

Preston (tel.. 54616).

their branch

Street,

In defence of mens groups

By Paul Morrison

IN socialist circles in'the '705 even where feminism has gamcd only minimal
acceptance, men’s groups area phenomenon often greeted with suspicion at the

. very least. After ail, aren’tall the powerful mstrtutlons which control our lives

‘men’s groups’?

-Achilles Heelis a magazine produced explicitly by a collectrve of men. One of
the fundamental convictions of the collective is that consciousness raising
groups, for men as well as women, have a vital role to play in organising for
socialism and sexual liberation.

The emergence of the women’s movement in the early !70s affected both my
ideas as a socialist and changed my relationships with women. By accepting the
basic positions of the women’s movement it was possible, as a man, to develop -
some forms of anti-sexist behaviour, e.g. takmg responsibility for child care/
housework, supporting demands for nurserles abortion, equal pay, avoiding
sexist language and mannerisms. .

But socialist feminists T was close to made it clear to me thax feminism
extended far beyond the struggle against institutions. I was affected by the
criticisms women were making of how men on the left operated both in pubhc
and personal life. )

I have been in a men’s group for over six years. As men we are socialised to
be comipetitive; out-in-the-world, objective and to suppress our emotional and

" Ssubjective selves, particularly. when we are with other men. Often the burden of

our emotjonallives is taken by women with whom we have sexual relationships,
remforcmg the mothering role that women are made to play.

A painful process

The essential part of 2 men’s group is learning to share subjective feelings
with-other men. This has been for me not a pampering and preserving of male

ego but has been at times a painful process, facing assumptions built into my

sexuality and relationships.

Achilles Heel magazine for me is an attempt to make public and sharg’
experiences and understandings gained from men’s groups. I don’t see this as &
diversion from my activity as a revolutionary socialist. To echo Beyond The’
Fragments, socialism is not just anti-capitalist combat, it is the struggle for an
alternative, creative and genuinely caring society.

The autonomous movements have shown that all oppression in éur society
cannot be reduced to class division. We need no clearer example than the
present Tory administration, which reaches out to the greed, envy and hatred
that capitalist society generates in individuals, depending heavily on sustaining

- oppressive forms of masculinity.

As a socialist I feel I cannot be passive in relatlon to my socialisation as a
man, leaving it to the struggle of women and gaysto redefine my role in society.
1 believe that men’s groups and the exploration of masculinity in Achilles Heel
indicate the part which men can play in fighting sexism, not just by giving a
measure of support for feminist campaigns, but also by actively. changing
ourselves. |
Achilles Heel costs 65p fincl p&p] from 7 St Mark s Rise, London E8 2NJ.
Please make cheques/POs out to Men’s Free Press.
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By Msrqn Meteyird L i

FEW sights have bhen more sldtenlng

in the last week than that of the Tories
aftacking the Soviet intervention in
Afghanistsn ° while dismissing the
murder of Patriotic Front guerillas by
tlle Rhodesian army as ‘inevitable’.

- Lord Soames, the British
Govemur in- Salisbury, is more and
more biatantly exercising his powers
in favour of what the Tories have been
siming for all along: a victory for
white stooge Bishop Muzorews.

, It must be the strangest “‘ceasefire’
‘of all time. One side, the Patriotic
Front guerillas, are corrailed . into
camps, powerless to. intervene..
Meanwhile their . opponents, the’

forces of the white-domumed regime

{backed up by the South Africans),

have com,plete freedom of action —
including the right to marder guerilizs -

in eold blood.
‘We stress: in cold blood. The.

seven guerillas killed wear Lupane hst -

lran Sur.of Hormuz -

Saudi - Olbrb

‘Arabia v Oman

MR United Aradb '
Emirates

Friday niever fired a shot. They simply-
refused to lay down their arms. And

for that they were gunned down -

where they stood.

Not one of the Patriotic Front’s
opponems hasbeen askedito lay down-

their' arms., The government’s

_ ‘guxiliaries’ — a polite’ name for . -

' Muzorewa’s private army — are.

terrorising black areas formerly under -

the control of the Patriotic Front. ..
As for the Rhodesian army, the
Financial Times reported last week

force relies on being kept informed of
operations. by the Rhodesian
command’. ~ . _

The - supposedly ‘neutral’ Com-
! monwealth ' monitoring force is
* actually monitoring no-one but the
Patriotic Front,

But. the Tory warmongers aren’t

just trying to fix things in their interest .

-ia. Zimbabwe. The architect of the

‘ceasefire’, Lord Carringlon, is mow '
on a trip to the Gulf and South Asia.

-And what heé’s up’' to there ‘hasn’t

- much- ‘te - do ~with anyone’s: - i
‘independence’ and ‘freedom from

invasion’.

~Secret

-years. - against rebels in Dhofar

“province. There are still no fewer than -
580 British officers seconded or

contracted there. They virtually run

Last week he spent a few days in
Omsan. This is a small Guif state - -
where Britain fought a secret war for

" the Omani army, navy and air force.

Then there's the little matier of.

Diego Garcia. This island was :
—whistorieally part of Maxritins until .- -

“Britain (under a Labour government)

' said that the country couldp’t have its
independence unless it gave'up Diego ~ :

Garcia. Now the island has become

. . the main US naval base in the area —
. the staging post for Carter’s war drive
" _against the Franian revolution.

. Because that’s- what it’s all about.
t,haslilﬂe or nothing to do with

- Soviet influence for years. What
.“scares the pants off Carter and the
- Tories is the outbreak of revolutions

such as that in Iran which threaten the

‘whole_imperialist system of domina-

“tion — or the one which could break
- out in Zimbabwe with equally
devastating effect.

~.That is why we say: Stop the

-of Zlmbabwe!

that ‘there are 45 two-man teams to. .

monitor what is believed to be over -
100 company’ ‘bases... tlse mommring v

"mehile the war goes on in
lreland see page 12.

Afghanistan, which has been under

:‘Fouies”war drive! British troops out -

e Alrmail

SUBSCRIBE NOW

12 moaths £12.50; 6 months £6.50
Abross: 12 months — Surface Mail . £12.50

Multi-Reader i-sﬁtuﬁqns. Double the abovg rate

(Iieques. POs and Money Orders should be made pavable to
‘Socialist Challenge’.
Lomplele and return. to: Socialist (haﬂenge 328 Upper Street, London Ni

>

~.OUR. ‘Fwer to fight th¢ Tories’ fund

got off to a flying start this week with

-some -13 (not unlucky . for- us) -
Supporters sendmg inafiver. The first -

_-two were from Dick Hall (NUM) and
Gill ‘Bittler (NAC steering - com-

mittee). Close behind came a further

~£5 from the Avenge Scrooege Front-

and -£35. from seven . comrades- in

“Hackney IMG. That brings the fund

drive. tosal after only two wceks to

| £355.54.

‘But : as ihe TOI‘lCS tlghten the

'iscrews against . the steelworkers,

throw their . lot behind American
imperialism’s cold war campaign on
Afghanistan,  and supervise the
murder of Zimbabwean freedom

_: fighters, spare a thought for our fund
2 appea{ Your fwer will g0, stralght into.

" Hackney IMG ﬁvgrs

the front line in the struggle against
the Tories. , ;-

Qur thanks this week to:
M. Mulvihill
R. Hurcombe
R. Hall
D, Power
Teesside SC
G. Butler
A.Herring
AHN

P

_ﬁmmsg—agum}

w

C.Robinson -

R. & A. Spalding’

C. Hewitt

Avenge Scrooge Front
P.H. Wilson !
Week’stotal -
CUMULATIVE TOTAL
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