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AN ARSONIST burnt down the
Rotherham headquarters of the Iron
and Steel Trades Confederation last
Saturday night. It's not difficult to

work out why.

It's because the British bosses and their
lackeys in the Tory government have been
running a campaign to stir up anti-union and
anti-working class feeling.

Bill Sirs, the ISTC
general secretary, got it
right when he said that the
government was to blame
for the arson attack for
‘leading people to believe
that we are evil when we
are only trying to find a
reasonable way to get our
just demands’.

The Tories aren’t
having an easy time of it.

The steelworkers won’t
lie down and keep quiet —
they won’t accept Sir Keith
Joseph’s argument that
the best way to save jobs is
to sell them; they won’t
accept Sir Charles Villiers’
argument that the best way
to get more money is to ask
for less.

Arms

And it’s not just the
steelworkers. Across the

country members of every

trade union are up in arms
against the government’s
assault on living
standards. Women and
blacks are determined to
defend themselves against
the attacks on their rights
that the Tories are
preparing to unleash.

The working class of
this country is on the
move, united against the
Tories. - Working people
will not pay the price for
the bosses’ crisis. ;

It is this unity that the
Tories are out to smash.
They aim to stir up feeling
against the steel strikers —
to set private sector
workers against those in
the public sector, farm
workers against industrial
workers, male workers
against women.

Fuss

And Prior’s proposed
laws are part of this
offensive. = But  these
proposals will not simply
slip through. Parliament
without anyone making a
fuss about it.

The TUC has already
called a demonstration for
9 March and a day of

LAW

'MARCH
AGAINST
PRIOR’S LAW

Sunday 9 March

TUC demonstration

Assemble: Speakers’ Corner,
Hyde Park
10am to 12noon

Move off at 12.30pm
Rally at Trafalgar Square to be
by Len Murray and other
TUC Economic Department and
General Council speakers

strike action for 14 May.
The Tories are worried
that they won’t get things
all their own way, so they
are trying to divide us.

They want to provoke
a reactionary witchhunt
and their rallying cry is
‘law and order’.

But what kind of law
and order does Tory talk
unleash? It gives the go-
ahead to the anti-union
arsonist who poured petrol
into the ISTC’s
Rotherham headquarters
and forced a union worker
to jump for his life.

It encourages the
Freedom Association and
friends in Kent who have
mounted anti-strike
pickets at the gates of
Sheerness Steel. Farmers

and commuters — whose
‘right to work’ is hardly
threatened by the steel
strike — have turned up to
shout abuse at legitimate
pickets. Cafe owners will
not let strikers in.

Intimidation is the
Tory idea of law and
order.

Boot

It gives ‘Maggie
Thatcher’s Boot Boys’ (as
the police were dubbed at
Sheerness during the mass
picket last week) the go-
ahead to lay into pickets,
beating up and arresting as
they go. It gives the police
the right to intimidate
pickets whenever there’s a
strike.

Their law and order
means intimidation for the
working class and a free
rein for the bosses.

And what about the
bosses? Aren’t they above
the law? They ¢an chop
jobs, slash pay, cafve up
industry, invest or not
invest where they want,
sack workers they don’t
like (as with Derek
Robinson) and the law
does not touch them.

Dennis Thatcher;
husband of Margaret, is
managing director of a
company manufacturing
the cancer forming
chemical 2,4,5-T. Where is
the law to stop him?

Prior’s law means law
and order alright — a fist
to punch the working class
and a helping hand for the
Villiers, Edwardes,

Thatchers and Josephs to
do whatever they like.

Prior’s mis-named
Employment Bill will
make secondary picketing

illegal and prevent
solidarity action from
unions not directly

involved in a strike. But
it’s collective action and
solidarity which allow the
working class to defend
itself against the bosses’
attacks.

Our reply to the Tory
intimidators is  quite
simple —
secondary pickets, build
solidarity action with the
steel strike, and make 9
March a really enormous
show of strength against
the Tories’ plans.

If the Tories want -it
hot then we’re quite
willing to raise the heat.

KICKOUT THE TORIES
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OUR POLICIES

Capitalism is in erinis. The leaders
of the Labour Party and the trade
unions offer sofations that are in
the interests not of the workers
but of the capitalist class.

Sociahist Chalienge believes that
the two vital {asks confronting
revolutionary socialists are:

e ¢ build broad-based class
struggle tendencies in opposition
to class-collaborationism in the
labour movement, These shouwld
he aon-exclusive in character,
prouping together militants hold-
ing a wide range of political views.

To begin to fight Yor the
creation of  a  unified  and
democratic revolutionary socialist

r which can, through

cation of united front

an
of

by ds
w {irkl‘rw engaged in struggles,

=uch an organisation skouwld be

. ACCDRD[NG to prws reports from Afghnmstan, ’
" .. a strike of bazaar merchants has been foliowed by :

*other sections of the population i deianding an -

- '¢énd to the presence of Rnssxau troops }in

Afghanistan. -
The Kabul - authonnes have responded by

. While “western_ sources have heen notorioush'f

.. unreliable, the essential aspects of the situation
. have been confirmed by the Soviet press. In the -

absence of any other contenders it is fair to assume

ories still sha__';—

ATCHER has tried - to ‘use three setbacks
suffered by the working class to paper over the
.disasray in  her government. The vote by

"“Longbridge workers not to - strike for Derek -

Robinson’s reinstatement; the decision of Welsh

bused on the understanding that:

The struggle for socialism
secks to unite the fight of
workers against 1he bhosses

with that of otlier opnressed lavers

womes. biack people,

oH rrw,;!l far  their

‘ialisns can only

Lating new organs

ot power und defezling with all

oecessary means the pawer of the
cupifuiidd state.

Our  socialism will e
intinitcly snore democratic
thas whuat oxvisis i Britain

with dull rights for all
parties and currents that
do not take np .fa'an.\l lhe

3'!15 aw (;rld scai

. Capitaidism
has not anfs cr

4 world

miacket, it huas  created  world
.. Thuswe fight for working

anits an an  international

. This unity will in the tong

run he decisive in defeating both
the imperialist regimes in the West
and ihe brutal dictatorships they
m l.atin Americs, Africa

In Brllam it implies demanding
the immediate withdrawal  of
British froops trom lreland an
letting the Irish people determine
their own future.

I turocommunint nor |

the pre \?nwam wings huve any

ounditions
conrable than e
three decades. But smh
i ealy he built by
aectariagisim and seving
N nul as 2
. Thisx means
¢ right tn nr*'inm i.u!mm and
1endencies.

If you u@gree with these principles
and want to be inveobved in
activities Iy Socialist Challenge
suppaorters in your arey. fill in the
form below and send it to us.
sm inleresied  in more
information abeut actistties in my
| area.
e | wouid like additional Breratiire
and enclose 50p o corver vosis,
(Deleie it not applicable)
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-ileaders' have' :at one- tame or-
i Americﬁn imperialisi?

~this , question -a. certain : topicality.
“ Revealed ‘were the links. between the.

. for

; were. paid - by various CIA front
" organisations. A selective list of the

: mowemcnt would read somethmg hke
,.Chancellor of the Exchequer ind

- favourite to succeed Callaghan--as -
Labour, Party leader. In the.1960s.

- be linked..
. minister

- secretary, now shadow minister for
agriculture.  -Mason is the current

"Workers, is secretary of the LCTU.

" -miners not to go it alone in taking action to defend

jobs and the ‘back to work’ movement among
certain sections of workers in-the pnvate sted]
industry do represent a definite set-hack in the
struggle against the government.

ut Thatchér’s problems still remain.
" On:the level 'of foreign policy, the Tories have
been _distinguished ' only. by  the readimess to

. ‘accomimodate fully to the needs of President Carter
. and the Pentagon.

In Europe the Tories have not managed to
secure their. demand of £1000m rake-back from the

i EEC-fund. Matters will reach crlsis point at the
- *upcoming EEC summit.

- In Zimbabwe ‘the much—vannted Lancnsler
Honse setflement has been  ‘shaken - to ils °

another; héé’u in the: pay of _

Recent - facts ‘revealed in the‘.
‘Sunday Times and’ State Research.
about-Labour’s ‘NATO. moles’ give

NATO-financed Labour Committee
Transatlantic Understanding.
(LCTU) and leaders of the Labour
right who write for the LCTU’s Press
Service.’

This information backs up.
previous disclosures-that in the early
19605 .a number of “Labour leaders

US-backed - “entrists> in the labéur

ealey was a paid correspondent for
eader, a ferociously anti-
_ i‘nagazine financed by the

Talents

as why pay and productmty should

ROY MASON. former defence
‘and . Northern Ireland

secretary
chairpéerson of the LCTU. The first
issue of the organisation’s! Press
Service in 1976 caried an article by
him - entitled  ‘Is NATO| still
necessqgy?” No prizes for guessing
Mason’s answer.

TERRY DUFFY, president of the
Amalgamated Union of Engineering bus‘m

Duffy has written articles for the

s

kst lslam:c fnndamentallst parties lead the strike. -

Lord Steéwart,: foreign secretary in
Harold Wilson’s government. One-
time member of the CDS, now
. president of the LCTU.
FRANK °CHAPPLE,

" Electronic, Telecommunications and
" Plumbing -
treasurer . of the LCTU-sponsored
Press Service. He has also attended a
lench designed to raise cash for
Truemid; the right-wing organisation
in  the unions financed by big’

L RODGERS one of the-
current leaders of the Labour right i in
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“Kabul crisis — rioting against Russian presériee

. Their demands are not limited to the removal of

Sowet tmops Their: first- act would be to

B oodily purge the left snd. establish an Islamic

" republic which would reverse the reforms instituted

- in April 1978, These demands are cloaked under the
rallying cry for national sovereignty.

" declaring martial law and arresting one American -
;' “and sixteen Pakistanis’ accused of bemg secret«-
agents tomenting unrest.

If lhese demands were to be frlfilled it would
represent & crushing defeat for the workers and

peasants-of Afghalustan, turning the clock back in-

. a most brutal and barbaric way. That is why it i isnot
possible to support these demands or the strike
. getion which is backmg them up.

f &

‘tricks’ perpetrated by the same Rhodesian security
forces . -who are ~helping . Lord

“politicians - if “the. lack of progress at the
‘constitational conference’ is anything to go by.

‘On the home front, things are not going well for

the Tories either, The steel strike remains solid

among British Steel Corporation ‘workers.and ils

very duration has ensured tliat the closure plans for

many of the plants under the axe will n -ow have to -

be taken back (o the drawing board.
The Tory cabinet is still deeply divided on

Prior’s industrial relations proposals. The reasons.

for the divisions being the justifiable fear of some
Tory ministers that the labour movement response
to the laws could trigger off the sort of struggles
".which brought dewn the Heath government.
Sundsy 9 March, the date of the TUC-called

':DENIS HEALEY — paid correspondent for CIA f'manced magaz:ne
‘Press Service. attacking the Labour
- left; saying it ‘wishes to turn Britain
into-an Eastem Buropwn style peoples’
democracy_ N

y QWEN former forelgn

of the m

include - Yormer
James Wellbeloved.

en is a wce-chzurperson
Other . vice-chairs
-defence mlmster

ROY HATTERSLEY, shadow writes of ‘the need to modemlse
wogi%:ﬁg}%“;gg;ﬂ?ggf _environment  minister.  Former nuclear weapons.
former Labour MP Alan Lee member of the CIA-financed SID - WEIGHELL, general
Williams, admits that the bulk of the Campaign fdr Democratic Socialism ~secretary of the Natlonal Union of
. organisation’s funds come  from in the 1960s. Currently another vice- Railwaymen. Weighell is one of the
NATO. Healey writes. for the chairperson (*f the LCTU. tlfg;iteumuondwl:;:a;;:h%lrprclerson(s)t gg tl;g
LCTU’s Press Service on such topics MICHAEL ~STEWART, now guino tha;; rccemnge -t gr:::y o

from the TUC.

general VI ce
Electrical,

of the

Union. Chapple is

foundations ‘with - the - revelations of the ‘dirty.

Soames’ -
administration. Finally, the. other outstandmg.
legacy of Britain’s colonial past, Irelanid, remains a-
seemingly insolublé ‘problem for mling ‘class .

- Parliament, who recently threatened
to split the Labour Party if the left
gained control. A former- leading-
light in the CDS, he is now a vice-'
chairperson of the-LCTU, and was _
.quoted in the Sunday szes as saying
that if NATO was funding the LCTU .
it would make no difference to his

. involvement in the organisation. In
the “ current Press  Service Rodgers.

NATO is ‘the same as getting grants

Other vice chairpersons of ‘the
LCTU on-. the trade “union side
include Sid Vimeent (Mineworkers),
Bill Sirs (Steelworkers), and Hector
Smith (Blastfurnacemen). -

As well as these :gentlemen’s :

association with CIA and /or NATO
organisations, all of them, as far as
one can ascertain, are also opposed
to the décisions of the last Labour

The bureaucranc ‘way in wlnch the Karmnl
government and the Soviet Union have dealt with:
the whole problem of the riglmst resistance to the:.

reforms over:the past years is of .course to be- < -
" criticised. They have made no attemptto rally mass
“ action by workers sand peasants, But the arrest of

the suspected agents- in Kabul hints at a reahty
which has been present for the ‘last two years in°
Afghanistan — massive infiltration and sabversion:
tecl:mques practlsed by imperislism. devoted L0

'bolstenng the -forces. now apparemly leadmg lhe

strike in Kabul,
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) demonstmion agumst the proposals mll be a

crucial day, for all concerned -as-.ministers and

‘militants alike judge the scale of the opposition:
“Onece’
“striké action to be called by the TUC to défeat the'
Prior - proposals -and. earry thmugl{ the joh by

‘agaiit“the call. should. be iaised forgeimal

kicking out the Tory goveinment. :

The one genuine breakthrough for the Tories
has been at British Leyland. But this was not the
work of a _couple of wmonths. A “contimious
campaign to break the back:bone: of the BL
workforce has been waged since the publication of -
the Ryder Report on particlpatwn under the
Labour government. This is one sector where. the
patient work . of rebuilding the rank and file .
leadership, through such bodies as the Ley!and
Action Committee is the main task for socialists.

But the. fandamental problems of the Toria
remain, as do the opportuniﬁ% fi)r the mvrking

~class to break ITS back.

Party confercnce to democratlse thc
Labour . Parly... Now there s a
comcxdenet
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iIN  proposing 0 curh
‘trade union power’, Tor
employment secretary Jim
Prior is (rving nothing

SKEERNESS l&lt,onWedneuhyol'hstweek The -

government’s announcement the previous day. tht the
polumldunckdownonpickﬂ

Ildr way lo Sheemess —
sometimes two sand three

li-es. The

Yorkshire wear budg'es'

déclaring - ‘Steel women's -

powér’ and. carry & bsnner
with-the  message ‘South
Yom women hate scabs’.

: mmswwm'

Anoeimnl, which

drlvers’ -

- come to

Sheridan
reports
from

farmersullhdplouslaillie
bostility fo the ’eisiutlle

 fown, where

adniittance to 'ufes, pabs,

. and botels;

The police * make . occa-
sionsl forays into the pickets,
knocking one woman to the

grouldandﬁckhghalnﬂu ’
stomsach. Ome picket’s leg is -

broken. A :picket o

describes the police as':
‘animals’.

The Kent miners are. par-

' ticulsr targets. When their 38
nﬂmtmtolave,-

€0
it is broken up.by the police

“who sttack small sections, Of

the 21 arvests during the day,

14 are miners. They are taken

straight to court. 'l‘heirfins

_ total £1,750.

Eight melworken from
West  Germany - wlm have

picket say that in tidrconn-
picketing are itlegal,

police . bekave brutally
towards strikers. If James.

‘Prior. has. his ‘way,. these

measures will shortlty be im-
troduced bere

yesterday’s mass

THURSDAY morning: A token

on the picket lime after
stake-out  of
Sheerness Steel. The dozen or so
strikers who have come from
" Rotherham wear stickers declaring

- ‘Hadfields massacre. -14.2.80. We

- were there’.

A cop suggests they sllould have
a sticker reading ‘We failed at
Sheerness’. The pickets reply that
they failed at Hadfleids at first.
Morale is high. :

The police’ are fnendly today,

offering to stop every approaching -

.vehicle 50 that the pickets can speak
to the drivers. {We’re on first name
terms with the police here,’ a striker
comments. ‘Their -idea is to soften
us up.’

For half an hour three of us are
‘engaged in a . discussion with a
mid _constable about the
strike, the state of the steel industry
in the West, police brutality (‘I

haven’t seen any in 17 years in the
* force’, the cop says).

The constable insists he is

working class, and that he doesn’t -

like privilege in this society. He
acknowledges that in part that is
what he is. protecting. He is told
that’s all he's protecting. )

- *But suppose there are 20 of you

‘here and 200 of the workers come

-out of the plant and grab you,
slloutlag “Fack off”" We’ll protecl
- you.”

Thé pickets - don’t: believe the

- police - would do _anything of- the

STEEL STRIKERS Winton Campbell (left) and Davad Motioch on the

picket line at Sheerness on Th

kind, arguing that the only people
they can depend onfor their defence

“are other strikers and their

suppoﬂers.

‘The government has given the
police a free hand to lay into us,’
says Winton Campbell from ISTC

Rotherham. - ‘And the Tories are .

trying to win pnblic backing for this,.
s0 that we'tan be isolated.

“Hf the picketing laws are
passed,’ he adds, ‘we’ll have even
more violence from the police. They
want to smmsh flying and secondary
pickets, so- that effective smkﬁ
become impossible.’

David Motloch, also from lSTC
Rotherham,  says that confronting
the laws will mean maintaining all

the actmn lecwsary to win the s&eel

ursday.

and other strikes. ‘“The TUC can’t-

just sit back and let these laws. be

implemented. -~ There's got be a -
- general strike.’ :

They both consider that the steel

strike is turning from = pay dispute. :;

into' a fight over the cutbacks of

plants and jobs. The general feeling, -
they say, is that the government hns »

to go.

And the objective. at Slleernoss .
‘Steel? The pickets aim to cut off -

essential sopplies such as oxygen
and oil to bring the plant t0-a halt.
They want Transport Union

‘members to obey Moss Evans’

instruction not to_cross picket lines.
And they’re waiting to see if the

strike - commititees -‘up ~North’

orgamse another mass picket,

Tolpuddle

Awdr e L al

fﬁinm ai baw Armemhine

Ingredsents

"1 .'
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=dients, alkeir in oz
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Prior’s
law:
the
old,
old

story

‘By Valerie Coultas

PHILIP Weekes, the director of
the South Wales Coal Board,
must have taken a few tips from
Leyland boss Michael Edwardes.

He described the attempt to get
the go-ahead for industrial action in
the pits last week as ‘bloody
madness’. . Then, threatening a
"closure of the ‘entire coalfield, he
persuaded the South Wales miners
to vote by 22,000 to 4,000 not to
endorse their executive’s call to
strike on 25 February.

Previous ballots taken in the South
Wales coalfield have endorsed the
executive’s decision to fight steel and pit
closures by industrial action, so this
result came as something of a surprise.
Why the change of heart?

The British Steel Corporation
decided to ¢ut back on its imports of

‘The Welsh TUC will not see
this town derelicted by the
misguided market economics
of the Tories.’

George Wright, General
Secretary, Welsh TUC.

 foreign coking coal the week prior-to the
‘ballot. Weekes used this to suggest that
the. threat to jobs waS$ not so great as in
factitis. Eight thotisand miners’ jobs are
still on the line unless the steel closures
are stopped.

{Bilston,
d Shotton.

JIM Prior’s proposals to
fine trade unionists who
take part in picketing are a
throwback to the past.

In 1901 a predecessor of
Lord Denning ruled in the
Taff Vale judgement Lhat
uriions « were  liable for
damages caused to companies
during strikes. In ‘other
words, if the bo suffered a
loss ' of profm during a
dispute the union had to
cough up.

The Taff Vale case
spurred on socialists and
trade umnionists to organise
politically, independently of
the Tory and Liberal parties.

In the 1906 general
election 29 Labour MPs were
elected.  The same year
Parliament passed the Trades
Dispute Bill reversing Taff
V:

the defeal of
Strike, :
saw ils ¢
attack
Trades
umon
rather tha €)
i the political
Labour Party.
declared . that

_to_ isolate

. Port Talbot

The Welsh TUC, and particularly its
general secretary George Wright, has not
taken a consistent position on jobs and
stuck to it.

George Wright has talked a lot about
opposing redundancies in steel and coal,
although he always agreed that ‘some
cuts ‘were necessary’. But when the
crunch came and the miners asked for a

‘The Welsh have called on
the British TUC to lead and
support us because of the
problems we face. If that
support is not forthcoming
and whatever the
consequences we will fight
for the jobs and children of
Wales after 31 March.’
George Wright, General
Secretary, Welsh TUC.

commitment to strike action from the
Welsh TUC, Wright backed down and
allowed the British TUC to take over.
Despite the massive response to the
Welsh TUC’s day of action from miners,
dockers and railway workers, Wright
was not prepared to break with Len
Murray and lead a fight in Wales. He
allowed talks with the Tories in London
those trade unionists
campaigning for action on jobs in Wales.
The leaders of the steel and mining
unions nationally also refused to give the
South Wales miners any official backing.

£

Afterpitballotfailure -

ALLWA

But the South Wales miners have a
tradition of militancy that could have
been used to counter these attempts to
isolate them. Only, however, if their
executive was prepared to give them a
perspective for doing this. It was here
that' Emlyn Williams and the miners’
leaders failed.

They stuck to their traditional
approach to organising strikes, calling a
meeting of lodge officials and hoping
that their members would endorse their
call for action:

Fighting against job loss is no easy
battle. Already the Leyland workers,
along with steelworkers at Corby,

‘We want the pay issue
settled with dignity. On. jobs
we will not move one step
backward.’

George Wright, General
Secretary, Welsh TUC.

Shotton, and East Moors, have
experienced ~ the ruthlessness  of
employers in nationalised industries. The
press has left no stone unturned in its
attempts to-blame union militancy for
job loss.

The Welsh miners’ leaders should
have gone directly to the ranks of the
steelworkers, railway = workers and
dockers in Wales and in England and
explained why the fight on jobs was
crucial. :

If George Wright would not give
them the backing they needed ‘they
should have formed afi alliance of their

MINERS' leader Emiyn Williams

own in Wales between dockers, steel-
workers, railway workers and miners.

The ballot on jobs prior to this vote
showed that the miners want to fight. But
they're wary of 'going -it. completely
alone.

The Welsh TUC is the body that has
the authority to'plan out a co-ordinated
struggle on jobs. It should be recalled
immediately, and miners and steel-
workers who see the, importance of
fighting on jobs ‘should get into the

- factories,the railways, the docks and the

streéts in Wales and-argue their case for
strike actionsnow: whﬂe“ﬂiﬁ steelworkers
aré. st;ﬂ fighting: -

\.'npalhem pr ‘general’

andLlanwern?
MOTION NO 20. STEEL CLOSURES.
“That this conference calls upon the |
executive council to oppose any further
closures in the steel industry and that BSC be
pressed to review its policies regarding the
- future of steelmaking in the UK :
Corby No 2

5. not 1 This is how R: Southam direct threat and after that
SLUBM (Corby No 2) moved the Shotton.

successful - motion ~on the Plan

struggle on jobs at last year’s
‘The social consequences

Iron. ‘and  Steel Trades
| Confederation conference:
for these areas-are €normous.
Talk ‘about new . industry

A great deal of emotion
‘being.  drafted as . a

was. - generated + at - the

cornference last year over the

Bilston issue culmmatmsm a replacement is " ‘more

; . theatetical than practicali If |
=~ Corby works was ta closesithe
town would expene&ce‘ 3itate.
. of unemployment bo
on 30 per cent. BSC isstill
pursuing its ten year siralegy
plan which is now so:put of
“line with the current market
_situation and EEC oonstrajnts
it is not true.

abour Party
stronger than they

e Labour
eclare - its

Welsh workers march to save jobs, 28 January

producing = steel -at Corby-
anymore, and Shotton is to be

The = steelworkers  at

place’ with the BSC in order
Corby, despite their militant

really is sad about Bilston. It’s
that a sensible policy for the

very tragic, -especially when

‘This is not the trmc for  you remember all the support  future of the industry can be intentions, were left to fight closed completely.
complacency. No one is safe. that they’ve had over the last determined. alone. The British Steel >
It's interesting” to kmow that year. ‘A policy based not-only = Corporation kept on telling Port Talbot and Lilanwern

need not suffer the same fate.
But unless rank and file
steelworkers take the fight
into their umion natmnllly,
and into every other union in
Wales through demanding a
recall of the Wales TUC to
pian the fight on jobs, their
fate will be the same.

- them that if they accepted
reduced manning levels and,
didn’t press for higher wages
the plant would become
‘viable’.

on economics but social
grounds, which to my mind
must be the prime

places like Ravemscraig dre - ‘I : believe . that _this
going to be up for review in - conference must state today
1990. that Bilston was the last
the notice was not withdrawn. “This may seem a long way  closure. Now it’s time to put consideration. I ask
" “*A threat, of course, was off; but I'would like foremind - anénd to BSC’s crazy policies conference to support motion
then successful, but where are delegates that both Corbyand  stdrting with the executive  20."
we today? Well, Bilston for Bilston were in exactly the commitfee opposing = any The motion was carried C|°sed
all intents and purposes is same position when the ten fur(,ber closures. overwhelmingly with only 4

closed Corby Js next unda )rea: pian was drawn up. It should then take against. They’re about to stop

FroposurR.Southam“

threat of industrial action if
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By Clive Turnbuill

A MEETING of representatives of a number of
steel strike committees which took place in
Sheffield on Monday was the first step to
overcoming some of the major problems now
facing the steelworkers.

It has been left to local areas to implement
the call to stop all movement of steel. Several
ports, particularly in the WNorth, are still
receiving deliveries and have never been
picketed.

'~ STEEL STRIKERS HOLD
FIRST NATIONAL MEETING

has only just presented a
formal pay claim to
management — in the
eighth week of the strike
— and the membership
has had no report on what
it is, let alone the
opportunity to discuss or
vote on it.

In spite of all these
handicaps and the division
with the private sector, the

Prior’s

P\WTE
the

old,
old

story

JIM Prior’s atiack on
trade union rights is the
third such offensive

strike is as solid as ever
among BSC workers.

With the right
leadership the strike can be
won, The sticker produced
by the Warringion
steelworkers sums it up: if
Bill Sirs won’t lead the
strike, he should ‘do us a
favour’ and make way for
those who can and will
lead it.

launched in recent years.

Meanwhile at Ford,
Dagenham, for example,
two or three mini-buses
carrying pickets have
arrived on a_ given day
from different areas with
no clear objectives.

It has been obvious to
many militants  that
national co-ordination is
vital to ensure the
effectiveness of the strike.
This has not been
forthcoming.

The official national
strike committee has only
met twice since the strike
began.

The problem was
highlighted at Sheerness

where a mass picket was
organised on Wednesday
of last week long after the
private sector had been
calied out. The mass
picket had little effeci.

Steelworkers’ Banner,
the official strike bulletin
which is produced
nationally by ISTC, has
not acted as an organiser.
It .has not carried
information on the many
lessons that local
steelworkers have learned
during the strike.

More seriously, the
bulletin has not provided a
scrap ‘of information to
ISTC members on the

»

various negotiations
between the unions, BSC
management, and - the
Tory government.

ISTC members only
get to hear of what is

By Martin Collins and

. Pete Clifford

OFFER us flexibility, the 850
workers at the Platt, Saco, Lowell
textile equipment ' manufacturing
plant in Oldham were told by
management earlier this month, and
there will still be two hundred jobs at
the plant by the end of the year.

The workers decided to take a
different option. On 18 February — the
same day as 4,000 demonstrated a few
miles away in Manchester against cuts
and unemployment — the Platts workers
voted to occupy.

In an area that has seen a wave of
closures of engineering plants, with over
7,000 jobs disappearing in the last few
months, the Platts workers are the: first
to show militant resistance to closure and
what they regard as the government’s
policy of de-industrialisation.

Support

_ Their plant is part of the Stone Platts
Industries multi-national, and they are
now seeking support from other
engineering workers in order to extend
the action to the companies’ plants in
Bolton and Accrington.

Workers at the Stone Platt factory after they had taken over the factory against closur‘ i

Occupation challenge to closures

Eddie Holland, the convenor at
Oldham, says: ‘We have co-operated all
along the line to ensure viability, and the
sack is the price we're expected to pay.’

Diversity . &

Before Christmas management had
promised new electrical products that
would diversify production. at the
Oldham site in order to ensure its future.
But then it announced that it couldn’t
afford the £1.3m necessary to purchase
the equipment, and that the plant would
have to close.

The Platts workers regard these
moves with cynicism. The firm has
received a government grant of £1.8m,
but the workers have no idea where this
money went.

‘We’d like to see the credit and debit
side of the books,” says Ted Brennan, the
representative of TASS, the Engineering
Union's white-collar section, at Platts.
‘Morally the plant is ours. We have the
right-to know what is going on.’ ;

With cheap textiles coming from
abroad, the chauvinist demand for
imporgcontrols has been widely taken up
by textile workers — and the employers.

When  engineers recently  took
industrial action on-pay, the Stone Platts
company chairperson, E G Smalley, told
his workforce: “This kind of action can

happening through the
Tory press, or from their
executive  members  if
they’'re lucky.

The union leadership

What the meeting discussed

OFFICIALS of several strike committees
throughout England, Scotland and Wales
held a two-hour meeting to exchange
information on 25 February. :
The main emphasis of the meeting was on the
movement of steel by stockholders, the
private sector, and ports throughout Britain.
A particular concern was expressed about
the lack of effective picketing of steel coming
_in through the docks.

It was agreed that a larger meeting be
held next week consisting of strike committee
representatives from all the regions
and unions involved in the strike.

— Statement by Ted Thorne, secretary, No 3
division ISTC strike committee

only benefit our foreign competitors.’
A similar theme has been taken up in
the House of Lords — agamst Platt,

Saco, Lowell. ‘This firm,” said Lord
Rhodes, a Labour peer, ‘used to be
criticised = because , it sold textile

machinery abroad for other people to
use. This meant. British manufacturers
were suffering great competition.

« ‘Now the people who were criticised
have folded up.’

Textile manufacturers have mounted
a campaign to ‘save British jobs’, by
which they mean profits for British
firms:

Platts
employers put such ideas into practice.
In spite of an average return on its capital
investment in Britain of 17 per cent a
year, it is now negotiating to invest £4m
in a new plant in South Korea.

‘It’s the kind of state,” Ted Brennan
commients, ‘where if you try to organise
they send you for a three-week holiday.
When you come back you can’t walk.

Revolution

‘We are In the middle of: a
technological revolution,’ he adds, ‘with

machines replacing people. We could be.

on a 25-hour week, but instead capital
goes clsewhere.’
The occupation committee is well

itself has shown how the

organised. It has worked out plans for
publicity, social security benefits, and
the security of the plant, The main aim at
present is to stop the movement of all
Platts products, and a schedule of visits
to factones in the group is being

Oﬁered

Support has begun to come in from
other Oldham workers. ‘The unions at
Nettle Accessories, for instance, have
offered to pay for two Platts workers to
join the TUC’s demonstration in
London on 9 March.

‘Demonstrations are alright,” says
Ted Brennan. ‘But the TUC and the
union officials need to declare policy.’

The policies the unions have operated
are part of the problem. The Engineering
Union in Manchester, for example, has
expressed no concern about voluntary
redundancy, and has authorised
excessive over-time working — including
at Scraggs, which is part of the Platts
group, and Dronsfields, another textile
manufacturer,

In supporting the Platts occupation,
militants should aim to make it the focus
for a campaign for the 35-hour week.

Donations and messages of support
to: Eddie Holland, ¢/o CSEU dispute,
Platt, Saco, Lowell Featherstall Road
Oldham

Socialist Challenge

looming, the

The first was in 1969,
when Labour’s Employ-
ment Secretary, Barbara
Castle, introduced 1In
Place of Strife.

Castle’s proposals
included a compulsory
‘cooling off’ period while
ballots were held, the
establishment of a
Commission of Industrial
Relations, and the setting
up of a compulsory
register of trade unions.

In the forefront of the
campaign against In Place of
Strife was the Communist
Party-led Liaison Committee
for the Defence of Trade
Unions. Two strikes called by
the LCDTU were supported
by ,000 and then 250,000
workers.

Argued

Leading members of the
TUC argued against Castle’s
proposals and enough Labour
MPs said they would vote
against the measures to make
the government reireat.

A number of Castle’s
proposals surfaced again ‘in
1971 when  the Tory
government of Edward Heath
passed the Industrial
Relations Act. This included

ory ballots, the
ment of an Industrial
Rea ions Court to rule on
s; - the fining and
¢ jailing of those who
the court; ‘and -the
granting of legal authority to
union/ Lompam agree-
ments.

In December 1970 half a
million workers took partin a
strike’  organised by the
LCDTU against the Bill, This
was  followed by official
action early in 1971.

Dockers

The conf
iu a ne 1 in Ju

dli\’ﬂ cdme

government
released the dockers and the
Industrial Relations Act fell
into disrepute.

To defeat the Industrial
Relations Act dozens of local
committees were s
most - a
those
trades

stablis hed h\
cils or pow
shop stewards’ committees.

Verbal

While the. TUC offered
strong verbal opposition to
the t, it was the mass
movement which secured its
demise. Similar ‘movements
also defeated In Place of
Strife and most other anti-
union - legislation from -
Combination Acts onwards.

If Prior’s laws are a
familiar story, the way 1o
defeat them can be just as
familiar  — organise now
against Prior’s laws.
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By Paul Smith and Jude Woodward

DEREK Robinson, Engineering Union
conveni:r a: :f,onig:bmllige, BL’s largest e;r;
outofa ¢ was victimised
m Edwardes, BL boss, whose hard
man style of management is fast becoming
mythical, ~and not supported by =

wrkfom&at voted nine to one against

any action fo defend him.

Before he was sacked Robinson m
jokingly kmown as one of ' the most

powerfal people in British industry — but
Edwardes showed him who runs BL.

. But it won’t be just Robinson who
_suffers as a result of the sacking — the whole
BL workforce stands to lose out. A few days
before the Longbridge workforce voted
against action for Robinson, Edwardes

announced that 50,000 BL workers could

" expect to be laid off indefinitely due to bad
sales figures on BL cars. They .also face a pay
offer of between § and 10 per cent coupled with
stringent . measures aimed at dramaucaﬂy
stepping up productivity by attacking umon
rights- in- BL. The offer was ov
rejected by a full ballot of employees, but
Edwardes explained last week that he might
just have to go ahead anyway.

This is what the successful sacking of

offensive against a

workforce. "“The sacking of
Robinson -isa real blow for rank and file
organisation. within thé plants. How did
Edwardes get away with it?

It is questions of viability, proﬁtsandjobs
that underlie the whole - situation at BL.
" . Edwardes, andoth«BLbosmbefomhm,

“,mdmmandredmdmcyat

inadequacy of the unions” rwponseto'

i5.got the BL workforce on the run.
eent, a theoretical journal of the

_ problunofnL makentthemostpmspemus

]’Manchester
fightsracism

THE -sueeessfnl Oldham based

. Consmistist Party, ofwhwhh:xsamanber~
" Robifison ‘explained his approach to the

from Michael Edwardes’ own heart.
- %o achieve this, Robinson, and other senior

" stewards on the B, Combine, went along with

‘management propaganda against . ‘wild-cat’
defended union participation in

. gnemm

Robinson, andthem,dndmstwhntheyhd B

donebefore nothmgmmputhhnseifat _
head of a campusn .show that -

By Pete
 Clifford

- iCHAELEDWARDES mmmtohhﬂwm
car firm in the workd. Anannﬂlatmn’tbefar

had a disciplined and productive
workforce it is not surprising that workers were
confused when it came to Robinson’s own fate.
Wouldn’t he have argued against an unofﬁc:al
walk-out?

In the circumstances it is surprising that the
majority of the plant did walk out when the
newsofhssachngﬁlteredthrom The day

' , Castle Bromwich, Browns

pkkets‘th«emhttlcefforttoorpme :

oxemhnscthosewhowereonmkl:

Manasemmtoutheotherhand wnshard
at work against the strike. On Thursday 22
November, three days after the sacking,

workers. were forced to queue in -

Longbridge <
- the rain for hours to get paid. Atthehead of the - -

queue they were grilled by management before. -
bemghandedapaycheque——theywereoffered o
safeconducttbronghthegam,theywcretomv

BL would close if they didn’t return to work.

Uncertainty about ‘the AUEW’s amtude it

- began to affect the action; and by Tuesday

union president Duffy called off the strike. In -

- justification for this Duffy used Robinson’s ..
“own time-worn argument: strike action would -
’ permanently close Longbndge ;

. The umion commission. of inquiry

reponed -
its findings at the beginning of February. This
shameful document said Robinson had been

. bad, but that his dismissal was unjustified.
Duffy went to painful lengths to exonerateany -. -
workers who did not want to join the prop0sed o

strike for reinstatement. )
- The mass meetlng at Longbridge to decxde :
on strike action was postponed twice and
eventually voted to ditch Robinson, while 'he -
kept silent. As one shop steward leaving the - -
meeting told Socialist ;. “Robinson
dug his own grave, but the troublels wecould i
all go down with him.’ ‘
Robinsor’s successor as union boss at
Longbndgelookshkebemgamanafterlus

own heart. JackAdamslsafellowCanba_ o

arxt advocate of participation.

Adams will have a heavy load to bear.: If
Robinson’s sacking is to be just bad, and not a
disaster, for BL workers then the in¢

,mmdlvaspossible IfEdwardesem‘mposea‘-i' :

pay deal and enforce job mo‘hility onthe

i m-thmmereﬁl!beevenmm ;
tobemadeup, - ’
Robinson has gone, xtloekslikcforgooé.,-
'ShopstewuﬂsmmghmtBLhavenlmghnl_
to make sure the nmcthmsan’t hm
agam.

cam to preveat the deportation
" of Abdul Azad, a local Bengali youth,
has boosted tlle conﬁdm ‘of the
Asian community, Defence

commitiees for biack pzople Tacing.

deportation-have mushroomed in the
Manchester ares — them is a rell
to fight.

lnSouﬂlManMatheNm-

" Begum Defence Commitiee was the

udhuhnbndntu‘edtom

where she was born, to find work and
a home. The immigration authorities
now ssy Usat she has sot proved the

. children are really hers and will not Jet

~ them join ber in this country.

first campaign to link anti-racists and

black - “organisstions im ~ fighting
communities.,

harassment in the

Nasira’ ‘had been divorced
from her British- passport-bearing
“husband and benice was judged an
undesirable person in the eyes of the
immigration _ authorites, who
thrulznedherwithdepomﬂonm
campaign im her defemce built a
200-strong demonstration sad won
sapport in the loulm nmion
movement. ..

In Oldham, Shukar Mohsmmed
faces deportation. A residest in
Britain simce 1961, with ‘an
uninterrupted work record antil the
diagmosis of Parkinson’s Disease in
1971, he was given only 2 6 months
visa  when he returmed from
holllllying with his family in

‘The campsign to keep Shukar
Mobammed in Britain. is being

by the Oldham Campaign
Against Racist Laws and is sapported
by afl the major black o

rganisations,
hyOldhanm!esCoundlaldbytbe.

district Labour Pnrty

In. Rochdale the campszign te- ..

reunite the family of Anwar Ditta is
gathering momentans, ARy leﬂber
threechildrenin

Vtoroolo-ltbole ‘attempling (0

The. Anwar Ditta Defelee
Commitiee - has  organised
dmom:ﬂonfotsuumylm,
assembling at 12 moom at Church -
Stile, Rochdale.

It is clear that sithough these

_campaigns centre on individual cases
_mvictory in sny one would be a victory

for all biack people.
lutlftheunpaigmaretobe

mmmtywﬁmunﬂdﬁm

James Anderton, Mamchester’s top

cnp,hsmdeilcluﬂlmheiltut‘«

CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE
IMMIGRATION LAWS
. Amnusal General Meeting
‘Saturdsy 15 March, 10ans—5pm
- Waterloo Action Centre, . .
. Baylxss Rd, SEI

M&ebhckcomuﬂy(fma
speech in Newcastie).

At the end of last year Dave
Hallsworth, CRE executive member

X ndaecrem'ynl'lhe'l"unddem

Council, was fined £650 for

'mlﬁlgusuwmﬁlghufm

of GiasJJddin, a locsl Beagali facing
h.laﬂm The site was a (raditional
one for polﬁal ump:ig-em of all
shdu.
m'l'orlesmpmgaiedwith

' thelr iniquitows changes fo fhe
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- CARL,1

Innignﬁon Act, which include
preventing all but EEC and British
bors women from bringing their
hushands into this country. There will

be a vote on these proposals within 40 .

The Campaign | Racist
‘Laws will be mounting vigils outside
Parliament every T y and

'l‘llnudaynnﬁlthevote.'l‘hevigds
will beginm .at 2pm oppeosite St

The Campaign ' Against Racist
Imudcon!ereleewillbeonzz

* Stephen’s entrance.

Bu 353, London NWS5 or
phonell-‘lﬁ MIOI lletaik. _

MMWAMWMW&NM%MM

'NONAZISIN SOUTHWARK

ONSnndayZMueltheNaﬁoulantwﬂlbeukingtoﬂumuotV

Southwark; South Mndol.mmutheﬂmﬁnuﬂeswﬂf.‘

mm;mtonmmmrﬁuhmmmm

" The theme of the miarch will be ‘deport the muggers’. Both the National .~
Front and the British Movement kave been ‘active’ in Southwark for some time

— doing regular paper sales, attacking individual sati-fascists; attempting to

_bombalocnlcomnhyruonmmtremdbmkingnpmeeﬁm!

R All anti-fascists need to respond to this new NF initiative. The massive
inpactofthenﬁ-fasdumheuin’?lmd’”andofthcANLCamivﬂs
naedstohedriveImmeagnininSomiwarltndwllmverelsetheFromdeudu :

_ to show its face.

The Southwark Cmpaign Against Racism and Fascism and the ANL bave
organised a counter demonstiration. It will assemble at 10am at Elephant and .
Castle. ’l‘hel-‘rontmyappelrtobeﬁnishedbnl isuptotheanﬂ-fucﬁt:»f

meMlonakesnrethatiﬂs

— o _‘\_;_' R 3




= : nespitals -

'mvﬁul’mn womensnffemgfromm
-bortions if any part of John Corrie’s abortion

Bill gets passed in the House of Commons.
. H the 24-week time Jimit ‘becomes law

- women. will éither face unwanted neies
= of éxploitation from private abortion clinics.
 -Ne..weman. likes: the idea of having an

The one per cent of women who do -have to

hivee late abortions are young women oo

scared to reveal that they are pregnant or older

‘ ‘m'homodﬂcnﬂmedpeﬁodsmﬁnhe
ﬂﬂw

“These women are unlikely ‘to aceept” their

. hightmare not only for the mother but also for
..+ - tike child-when it is born. Women will turn to

.7 7 the packstreet butchers rather than faee the

C tohldismptiml of their lives. .

B AanRmh:dsonexplamedinlheHouse of

- "Commons. oni: 15 February; the real time limit
. will '‘mot be 24 weeks. Doctors will woik .to a

‘22.week or 20-week LEmit in: practice. So why

1 jperals like David Steel'and Tories like Gerald
* should be restricted tou weeks? co

" Conceded

They. have done - so hecause ‘they. -have
conecded the argument of the anti-gbortionists
that abortion. should not be allowed if the
oel;hhs’is&bk‘, capable of su pe

wo wosmedt . a!ganlgte L
destruy a foetus: :fte?‘:his time, .
‘For:2,000 years. moral argumenis

- simply wombs that produce babies. The life of

‘Wheﬂwr »

away , the - gutomatic - right that
N pmnmtly exists for .women. to.
Mﬂw y leave and 10. remstatement

Not oaly does the . Bl!l excmpt,
firms . ‘with. five or. fewer. employees,
also. all firms who do not find it
nably ~ practicable’ - to make
rovision, and those- where the .
48 offercd an altematxve and
‘uﬁrmonably refuses. + - - g
."“This goes along with the’ introduct.
tion-of more bureaucratic red tape -
- surrounding the procedures by which
. 'women can claim this right. :
The Tory govemment is not only ;
g ‘Women’s maternity.

rights. Women are suffering a huge
burden of the cuts in social speriding
*. interms of jobs and facilities. Foreign
.. women are being dehied the right to
marry - the husbands they choose:: "
Abomon ngm& are under attack i

SR Freedom | o
<. Women who have enjoyedataste_ t
o . of freedom through their - increased

7+ participafion in the ‘workforce are
-. > being forced back into the home —
. -back into ﬁnanclal dependence on

: lww ‘they live their lives

‘Facilities

4 iborﬂon, particularly one late on in pregnancy.

.. about educationzl and Job- opportunities for -
-women. They have nothing to say. abouthow to

. _free. women -from oppression ‘in- onrsociefy. =

. Their main concern is to reinforce women’s

. oppression, to reinforce domestic dmdgery and v

"keep women in the home.

&te ‘Unwanted pregnancies can- become a

 abortionists. I foetal survival is accepted as the .

- have Labour MPs like Stan Orme colluded with
"Vaughan -and accepted the view that nbortion S

_ whether they come from SPUC, the Tories or
. arguments of the un—abortlomsts if you view

“ making decisions about thelr own lives, -
" incapable of

ese . care for others,
.nwheenmd:oswpwomnconmﬂingmeir- i
wpbodnes.llulwomeumhnmnbelngs, not:

g foetas is a potential life. The life of the -
woinan is- one that exists in the real world. ..

_shoyld Parliament be allowed to apply donble _
man. cs ‘work in the. job she - oo

s&ndanlsto "‘omen

* Prior's law attacks womer's ‘rights
m" [ Ve . D N
strik: and in the abortion campaign

; That they will not lie down and be
. me‘ - trodden on by ghe Tories or anyone
Vomen have shown ‘in the steel else. o

producers and not as people. They neject the -
idea that women should have a ,chonce about _

Anti-abortionists, like sruc, have nothing
tosnyahoutmseryfuﬂlﬂes notlmgtosay L

Onceyondcfendanyﬁmelimitonaborﬁon' 1
‘you -fall inte the ‘trap set by the anti-

criterion for decidimg the upper 'limit on-
.abortions, then what happens when gt becomes
possible for a ten week foetxs to survive in a test
tube? Is a ten week Iinnt then necessary, Mr .
Orme? '~

“ Pro-abartion camwgners should stand up
to. the compulsory motherhood arguments

Labour . MPs; You can only concede to the
‘women as the ‘irresponsible sex’, incapable of

el g themselves whe& they

should terming ptegn

But when W 2 ‘t?.cngm tront bikth 1o

10 bé good wives and mothers, -

dind abeve all to value children, it is hardly
el%thuttﬁe ‘are going to make décisionslike

, Men have niever had to be
rssponsxble about their sexual activity. Why

E

armoury = of . the-

"thatdrewmooo;wopk

: The Tories wish to exploit every
chv’ismn _every weak point in the
trade’ union
- movem:nt Umt_v is crucxal to success

_.. - ‘Now it has produced 5,000 leaflets
“to ensure that women’s needs. are
' brought to the attention 6f “every
,tmde' umomst wtlo mms out to

labour movement - and
women’s movement

men llOt

}"'I Conway Hall,
" “Red Lion SquareWCl

‘Registration £2, " “payable
that \hey are a vital and growing force Fightback for Women’s Rights.
withis the trade union movement. Creche available. Contact

A workmg conference to pool
information +and- ‘experience, 10
discuss the coming struggles and
to stimulate the growth of
dialogue between women in the

"~ 'Women deiegates pterably, but
excluded

y. 22 Marcll ’llam-Spm

address: 41 Ellington St, London
N7. C o ’

CA dream nnage of women not so far fmm many a modem man 's heart?

- THE Committee on Safety of -

. Medicines has refused Upjohn Ltd,

id Bill on 5 February - a lobby +

~Proven on’ hbies when it reacbes

T musafacturers of the, comroversial

Depo;i’rovem, Coan

extended licemce for its:generul use in
Britain.

. The commitiee is particularly
worried shout the effect of Depo-

. synthietic hormones thin the _
Depo-Provera Injections can Iast

“ from three to six months, Unlike the
pﬂl you can’t’ stop lnldng iteven if you
want to.

% The women who first experienced

thie use of this drug were womenﬂl the
“Third World’. "Depo-Provera™“was

" designed to be used on 2 large scale 2s

a cheap solution to the problems of

" “over-population’ — so much simpler

than the .more expensive ome of
tackling poverty and scarce Tesources
head-on. .

Depo-Provera has ‘ many

- unpleasant side effects. It is known to

- linked to cancer of the cervix and may

cause irregular bleeding. It has be¢n

have harmful effects on fertility. .
Hair loss, acne, change in skin

* colour, migraines, nauses, and loss of

sex drive have also been teported as
effects of this drug..

Now even Upjohn .d-m that
hrgednsesofthlsdmghﬂehda
- ‘effect oB  women,

‘Somie Mnus ‘of femule foetsl

Provera seems (o have been snccessful

in beginning to raise awareness about
the needs of women in controllimg
their own fertility. It can be contacted
at 372 Grays Inn Road, Londom

_WCL.

DEMONSTRATION ‘Women will defy
the law’. 6pm,-29 February. Assemble

- Bull. Ring, north of Waterloo Statiom,

York Road. Dlsperse at Brunswick

2

CAMPAIGN AGAINST CORRIE ome
day 'meeting. 1, March, Marble Arch In-

- tensive English School, 21 Star St, W2 —

to discuss the future of the campeign.
NATIONAL ABORTION CAMPAICN
Planning Meeting. 15 March, Leicesser.

NAC BENEFIT Women only, Holbom
Agsembly Rooms, Jjohns Mews, MNor-
ﬂnagtnlSt,WCl 29 Februxry, following
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BUILDING A NEW

NICA

"but we have yet to win economic independence.’
The words of planning minister Henry Ruiz sum up
the crisis threatening the future of Nicaragua’s
revolution. ,

" With the final overthrow of the brutal Somoza
dictatorship last July, the Sandinista-led
government inherited a country in ruins. Yet the
Nicaraguans are pressing ahead with a long list of
radical measures. Already they have:
Mconfiscated the vast wealth of Somoza and. his

supporters, .

'r.nauonalzsed all Nicaraguan banks, all insurance.

companies, mines and fisheries,

Wexpropriated 55 per cent of cultlvable land
leaving 25 per cent in the hands of small
proprietors and only | 20 per cent mth hlg
capitalist landowners, = . iE

Wcaken control of the export of all major cash
¢rops,

W borought in. prlce controls, rent cufs and food

- subsidies to increase workers’ real wages,

[limounted a nation-wide literacy campaign,

[l carmarked 62 per cent of the govemmem budget

AGUA

“WE HAVE WON the battle for political freedom,

with Somoza’s 17 per cent), .

Bicunched a new economic plan to raise
production, reduce inflation and create 94,000
extra jobs.

But starved of foreign aid and hampered by
growing resistance from bourgeois farmers and
factory owners, Nicaragua still faces formidable
odds. International solidarity counts more than
ever. -

Says FSLN Europe Secretary Sylvia MacKewan:
‘It’s very important for us to have this support now
— much more than when we were fighting.’ She
emphasises moral as well as material solidarity. ‘In

" countries where our aims are being distorted we

need people to defend our revolutlon and explam to
workers what we are doing.’
Nlcamgug § three  priority projects — the

milk a* day for every child — provide a ful
jumping cff point for fund-raising events and street
- collections.. Early efforts by IMG branches,

including a film tour in Scotland, have brought an -

- enthusiastic public response. Bul more action is:
needed

, medical supplies, and a ll;l';%e of
()

for health education and housing (compared

ALFABETIZACIDN es Ilheracién!

i&

- ~
| ﬁ&&?g

TO SEE school students cheerfully drilling

in the scorching sun is no unugual sight in

Managua these days. It is part of their

training for a particularly tough assignment,
In March they leave their classrooms to:

spend five months in the remote rural areas.
There, in the fields, under trees, in village
homes, they will teach their country’s
poorest comimunities to read and write.
This is Nicaragua’s new literacy crusade.

A massive $20 million venture, it has v

successfully mobilised 180,000 student and
adult volunteers into literacy brigades for
work on farms and in factories throughout
the country. Explains the campaign’s
national co-ordinator, Fernande Cardenal:
‘We don’t want to create super-schools and
we can’t wait for specialist teachers. We're
taking anyone who has reached the third
e...

‘Literacy is liberation’ prociaim the
street hoardings. By the end of 1980 the
crusade gims to ‘liberate’ 900,000
Nicaraguans over 10 years old. :

I's am expensive operation when
resources for refloating the ecomomy are in
sach desperately short supply. Thea again
theye’s a great deal at stake. The Sandinistas
face the task of consclidating = revolution in
2 country where over half the popuistion is

CRUZADA NACIONAL DE ALFABETIZACION Mmlsteno de Educamon

illiterate nml where on the isolated Atlantic

coast some peasants stili don't know the

insurrection has happened!

People’s expectations are high after the
victory against Somoza. But with 43 years of
neglect to put right, changes may be

- painfully slow in some places. So the literacy
drive is above all a political project — away
of dlscussmg the government’s response to

the country’s problems and of argin
everyone to step up production, 'Somo
couldl’t survive without the support of the
masses’, says Cardenal, ‘and we can’t do
anylhmg without them.’

To help devise the campaign the
government called in Brazilian educator
Paulo Freire.. Opening uwp a dialogue
between students and peasasats is what
interests him most. ‘The young people will

learn much more than they will teach’, he

says.

Once in the villages, the  literacy
volunteers will be expected to put in several
hours’ work a day in the fields to maintain

production. Distributing nutrition advice

dmd collecting stories, songs and poems
from the different regions is also part of
their brief. .

The workers’ o ons —
sssociations of women, pmants. youth and

Seciulist Challenge 21 Februmy 1980 Page 8

‘LTERACY IS LIBERATION

the Sandinista Defence Committees — are
_‘busy gearing many of their activities to the
htgracy effort. Through the campaign the
gdvernment hopes to draw more and more
* workers into these base groups, which in
turn will help to push forward a long-term
adult education programme for the country.

_In the meantime, as Paulo Freire says,
‘$20 million won’t solve the. economic
problems of Nicaragua but it can awaken,

motivate and mobilise the country, and this -

is wlmt the crusade really means.’

Hugo Blanco

speaks at London rally

Friday 21 March

7.30pm, Friends House,
Euston Rd, NW1

Organised by IMG

|mportant’

ALTAGRACIA is - fairly
typical  of the popular
quarters of Managua. Single-
storey houses are squashed

" together on narrow streets.

The 50,000 people who live

- here are not well-off, but not as
‘poor -as some. They want the
same improvements for their -

barric as anyone .else in
Nicaragua —  street lights,
pavements, a postal semce,
pubhc telephone and sanitation
in their homes.

And through their network

of  Sandinista Defence
Committees (CDS) — base
orgamsatlons of ©~ ‘people’s

power’ in every neighbourhood

— they are mob1hsmg to make it

happen...
I talk to a group of CDS

' members in. one district of

Altagracia. Among them are
Isidro Donaire, a worker with
IBM and secretary of his local
union  branch;  17-year-old
student Jose Cornavaca; Rina de
Taboada, a doctor on the
barrio’s health sub-committee;
Gabriel Celis, a broadcasting
technician; and the minister of
the local Baptist church, Noel
Garcia.

Tunnels

They tell me how 300 out of
7,000 died in this part of
Altagracia during the
insurrection. Isidro remembers:

" ‘In the Somaza period we
‘organised oursélves into a civil

defence committee. During the
war we made tunnels from house
to house, working secretly to get

food and medicines and to send

weapons to the Sandinistas.’

The women fought alongside
the men from the beginning.
Says Rina: ‘Once the Natxonal
Guard took all our young men
from one street, lined them up
outside their houses and mowed
them down with machine guns.
What women could stay at home
after that?’

Thirty Altagracia women
have just joined the newly
formed Sandinista police force.
Many others continue to give the

lead as the barrio leaves the dark:

years behind and attempts to

build a very . d:fferem kmd

 society.

What the struggle has me:
for people’s lives shows in
multitude of ways, not least
how they see themselves. ‘Beft
we couldn’t express. ourselves
give-an opinion. Now weF

" integrated mto society — we f

important.’

Health

“In Isidro’s factory, ‘wh

" trade unions used to be illegal,

per cent of the workers are n
unionised. In Jose’s college,
students ask questions, critic)
give their own ideas. Rina, a
doctor, notices that parents.
more conscientious about tt
children’s health and keep
their houses clean.

Noel sees the biggest cha
in everyone’s efforts to t
responsibility =~ for th
community. ‘The lesson we 1
to learn’, he says, ‘was that
can only achieve something
organising ourselves.’

Regular  after-work C
meetings are now a perman
feature of life in Altagra
Here, as in many towns i
villages throughout Nicarag
the CDSs have become
Sandinistas’ power base, putt
government policies into prac
locally and relaying the need:s
the people back to the d1ffer
ministries.

Each block elects its ¢

' five-person .CDS, which in t

chooses someone to represen
at district ]evel Then . the s€
Altagracia districts. .: €
representatives for the. - -wh
barrio who liaise directly . v
government officials. - -

A regional and natio
structure of CDSs has yet to
fully worked out. ‘Wi
developing as we go alo
Isidro explains. “We want to b

_ our government so they will ;

us and -our hope is t0 have C
representatives on any fut
Council of State.” “

Polio
In ‘the space of just
months since the insurrect

the people of Altagracia have
in motion an impressive nuix

“The Erlinda Lopez Women's Centre in Thei
{AMN) has a foothold in l4regons'ofmntry '



changes with the minimum of
1 _‘ urces from outside.

‘Poverty and unemployment
won’t disappear  overnight.
Medlenm and nourishing foods
“are still very scarce. But a special
depot distributes food at
eontrolled prices, and children

pregnant women receive
extra free rations.
« " A vaccination campaign is
under way to fight polio.
‘Doctors give their services free in

BE

changes

a government-backed health
centre. Fiestas raise funds to
stock a dispensary, provide beds
for the sick, buy books for those
learning to read and write.
There’s a strong
identification with the rural
areas, totally neglected in
Somoza’s day. Many Altagracia
school ‘students are joining the
literacy crusade. And brigades'of
volunteers are standing by to
help harvest the coffee, cotton
and sugar .cane crops needed to
tide over the economy during the

next critical period.

Lukewarm

-Co-operation in  certain
quarters, the group admits, can
be lukewarm at times. ‘We’ve
encountered some resistance
from those who earnéd fat
salaries or held more than one
job under Somoza. We invite
them to meetings where we.try to
discuss why we think- everyone

_ should build the revolution.’

Noel’s church is a frequent, if
unhkely venue for. CDS
meetings. . Members of his
congregatlon fought in the
insurrection and are among the
barrio’s leading militants. ‘The

- revolution goes with our behefs N

he says.

While no-one in Altagracia
glosses over Nicaragua’s
problems  they have great
confidence in. its future. ‘We
need all the international

solidarity we can get. With that,
plus the contribution everyone’s
making, we can consolidate our
revolution. Nicaragua is going to

be great!’ )
i And if old enemies should

start reforming ranks? ‘If the
direction -of the -&evolution
in favour of the
bourgeoisic and against the

: interests of the people we wxll..
- - fight again.” - -

“Associstion of

- A vigit. to Managua’s AMN
headquarters - welcoming,
bustling with activity — reveals
something of what these aims
mesan on 2 day-to-day level.

‘Some. women are sortimg
clolhes made by one of their new
work collectives, and books and
satchels for the literacy
campaign, Health volunteers are
studying new nutrition leaflets.

"vA meeﬁnglsmprogmssto

Freeing women from
domestic slavery

TALES of heroism are

common currency in
Nicaragua. 35,000 died in the
revolution and 100,000 were
injured. The unusual thing is
that there are as many stories
about women as men.
...About Lnisa Espinoza,
raped by some .of the National
Guard, . whe joined the
Sandinistas and died fighting...
~.the young woman who

enticed one of Somoza’s genersals

bedroom  where
soldiers

into her
Sandinista
waiting...

...the i 70-year-old woman
who carried messages in her hair
through the Somoza lines to the
Sandinistas... -

In a matter of a few years the

‘women of Nicaragua have
"moved from a position of

enirenched  subservience to
playing an unprecedented part in
the - revolution and - forming a

mass women’s movement to

fight for their liberation.

Cocktails

During the war those women
who didn’t join the Sandinista
army took up the struggle in their
barrios. Through the
Women
Concerned - with - the National

Problem . (AMPRONAC) they

set up clandestine clinics,

<collected medicines and gathered -

materisls to .make  Molotov
cocktails and contact bombs.
Foday wonien make up 20 to

were

30 per cent of the army, police
and militia. Women cadres of the
FSLN hold leadership posts in
important bodies such as the

rural workers association (ACT), .
the national institute of agrarian

reformm (INRA), the Sandinista
Workers Confederation (CST),
and the Sandinista Defence
Committees (CDS).

Foothold

‘Before, women
participate in the political and
economic spheres of life’, says

Sylvia Reyées of the Luisa

Espifioza - Association of
Nuiaﬁguan' Women (AMN).
‘Now we're still dependent but
we’re not marginalised.’

The AMN is a new

independent women’s organ--

isation which grew out of
AMPRONAC and now has an
important foothold in 14 regions
of the country. Its 25,000

"members sre mainly, but not

exclusively, working class (‘we’re
peasants, workers, students,
militants and housewives’).
"They are spread right across
different age groups and are

" gathering sapport rapidly — in
rural

areas as well as in the
towns.: Not all belong to the
FSLN, but sapport for the
Sandinistas is strong, and FSLN
militants. like Sylvia Reyes
occupy piaces in the front ranks.
Says the AMN: ‘We realise

that we will only become fully -

integrated into society with equal
ngllts once the: revolation  has

didn’t -

" been consolidated. So we are

working to build the revolution
at the same time as creating the
conditions which will enable us
to win our liberation,’

discuss “how to handle ‘sex

education. and work with

prostitutes...

Mothers
Co-operation  with the

-“government - and - other. - mass

-organisations . to . -alleviate

._peverty, illiteracy and ill health is
“seen as fundamental for carrying
"forward: the revolution. ‘But the

AMN is clear where its particalar -
priorities lie.

‘Our main task’, says Sylvia
Reyes, ‘is to educate women
politically, to climinate
discrimination in - employment
and under the law, and to help
create child-care  centres,
laundries and public canteens to
free women from domestic
slavery.’

The education and care of
children, says the AMN, should
be the busiiiess of the whole
society, mot_ a  bhurden on
individual mothers. They argue
that Nicaragua shounld work
towards building a material base
for the collectivisation of
housework.

With the ‘ministry of social
welfare — headed by a woman,
Lea Guido de Lopez — they have
already helped to set up several
child-care centres in the main
towns, and more are planned.

Macho

Sylvia Reyes is the first to
acknowledge that the Dstacles
Nicaraguin women have  lo

- contend with. are ideological as
‘well as material.

‘The macho
mentality is a product of an
oppressive ideology — it won't
be overcome right away. But the
revolution means change and

that change is going to
happen...’
One sign that change may not.

be too far away was a recent
article in the FSLN daily
newspaper, Barricada: ‘In - the
society we are building, discri-
minatory relationships have no
place. It is fundamentslly women
themselves who must carry
(their) struggle forward...and
this struggle...must be supported
by all companeros so that we can
emerge  victorlous agalnst

-ideologwnl backwardness

SOLIDARITY WITH
THE PEOPLE OF
NICARAGUA

One-day conference

Saturday 29 March,
10am — 6pm

University of London Union,
Malet St, London WC1

Sponsored by the Labour Party and the
Nicaragua Coordinating Committee

Delegate’s credentials £2 from: Jane Mackintosh,
¢/0 Third World First, 232 Cowley Road, Oxford
, (tel 0865 45678)

v . *

*

Funds to aid reconstruction in Nicaragua can
" be sent to: Account 5014079050, Cooperative
"~ Bank (Ealing branch), London W5 2XL.




pale pink to bright Orange .

The Orange in .question
“referred to the colour of Northern
Irish Loyalism, of ‘which the
Guardian had : become - an
unrepentant supporter in terms of -
backing and advocating the link -
betwéen Britain and the Six

Couaties. Since most news from.
the North = of Ireland was = °
aceordingly bad news, little news

appeared at all.
. Last = week . the = Gnardian
attempted to break from that history.

In a special “Ulster 80’ series a score of

articles attempted to tell
contemporary. North of Ireland as it
really was. .

'I‘here were ]ertatlons, mlstakes,
wrong political notions in the series,
but it was the first serious attempt by
any Fleet Street newspaper to try to

explairni, describe and come to terms

with the North of lreland for many
years..

!i K _» -
Hgh Hebert ‘on Brmsh Army

thinking.
Tweedie cutlined how the Royal
_Ulster Constabulary and the British
Army were an ‘alien occupying force’
in the Catholi¢ ghettoes, and how
subsequently © the IRA  has
administered social order — from
punishing rapists to running creches.
Tweedie accepted that some of the
punishments handed out by the IRA
to ordinary criminals were ‘rough

justice’,  but  asked -‘what other .

q:lims are there when; for whatever

Complemennng this, Hebert’s
article contained plenty of mdence as

selective assassinati

Lawless

on’. -

But as well as quoting the lawless
views of Army personanel, Hebert also |

testified to their demoralisation, He
argued against giving the Army more
powers and concluded: ‘The one

a3 thing nobody (in the Army) talkx
about is getting the troops out. The

end of his tour.’

Most surprising of all, the

Britain:
Ahroad-
— Airmail

unetmnscveryoneulksaboutlsthe‘

‘soldiers: The question ﬁMPMﬂmbﬂrm

reason, official justice has been  Guardisws’ ‘Agenda’ pageontheiﬁrst Richard Gott:
rejected?” ‘day of the series gave Sinn Fein

rmdemkumnOBradmghspamto
B he views of the Provisionals.

.tuncaiudi!u

Of" the scote ‘of “others who

. comtributed to the series, only one or.-

two sought to-pretend that the North

of Ireland was just like anywhere ¢lse.
Even the article on cogkery
< emphasised - the special and un-

Enghsh nature of the local diet.

The exceptional nature, by British
st ds, ‘of the North of Iréland,
was pomted out most strongly by

12 months £12.50; 8 months £ 6.50
12 months — Surface Mail £12.50

£18.00

Multi-reader mstututlons Double t‘he above rate

i enclase a donation for the Fighting Fund of

Smesies 20 and Money Orders should be rade paysble to .

Socast Craflenge .

* —ouete and return to: Socialist Chalienge,.328 Upper Street, London N1, 7

allowﬁ write ‘in . 2 m?sm

accustomed - to
the countries of the

. ‘Anyone

3 _‘l'hitd World would find little
< ,‘VUlsterthltisunfamlhar Gmlg:i

demacracy, i
men On the streets, wathinkable
aviour in prisons, questionable -

qneshoned frontiers, ' squalid

grinding poverty,

these are the essential characteristics

. oof nmclt of the contemporary world.

~‘uniqueness of Northern

kchnd nﬂmt it lies, not south of the

equatorkyut Just off the shores of
tain

v Promxse

- Gott . went- .on to. argue that
Britain’s promise to stay in the North
of Ireland as long as the ma}onty of
the poﬁnon wished was ‘not worth

. More: the: paper it was written
on’, tentatively - advocated
Northem Irish independence. -~

The " Guardign’s political
correspoudent,’ ‘Peter Jenkins;
objected to this. idea and the other
'fanéy aouon\

of immedmte

constltimks but rm' sdch easy option

exists in the f'iorth of Ireland. Because

“of the ol%shotr wlth pohucs, mose

who betray tend to get kicked out,
-‘Leaving Jénkins “aside, the
- dominant tone of the amcles was

bewilderment as to “what- B_ntam,r'"

chntmoftheﬂouhntkﬂand the

‘impression given
::g:\. wouid do. Britain no_harm

Milestone

In many ways the series was a

milestone — not " just --because it
* appeared, but because it also avoided °

*theuMBrftishclichés Perhaps that
-was- because it is always easier for a

visiting journalist to write the truth . § ¢,
-about. the North - whentheyarenm“"
dependent on: establishing good :
relations ‘with army and govemment;
sources. . -

But whatever the rwson, the wall
of silence’ which closed in opiiions
“and news from the North of Ireland
for so long has been well and truly
breached. Political debate about the

soluuon "hegan soime time ago, but it

is now gathering pace more quickly -

than many imagined.
- As the liberal bourgeoisie of the

Guardmn scratch - their heads. in - |
_bewilderment as- to -what “should
‘the’ - argumeit - for -
- immediate and unconditional British -
withdrawal . shines -out. with .a '

happen-: next,

. brightness and clarity possessed-by 5o

other option. The argumentsare ihere g
—all they necd now ns to ba;med

ms‘t?cmlfsome way
was found implement” British
 withdrawal. .-

iy mumty Educatlon Trust, 959

“§-trol, by National Aquon Camj

response
from some of the nnuonal studenl
‘organisations.” )
_ - On the originad date of the
demonsmuon OI; 2& Febnlarg,»

_Labour Sttdentsmettod:sus&e i
possibility of  organising action |
against the PTA mapendenﬂy of
the executive.

Campaign

The SSA and SWSOagreed
lsunch ‘- sn - ‘End
Campaign’ in the NUS The
representative ..~ . of . NOLS
undertook to nport “om the §
_meeting to the 'NOLS ‘national §
leadership so that it could consider

whether or not to support spec:ﬁc
initiatives. -

muutmmukings-damm
come 2s BO s-rprbe gim M

THE OTHER BOOKSHOP 5
Black Youth, W.ﬂm,m
the Identity - Crisis in: Britain, by
Len Garrison — ACER ‘Pj’ﬁ]ect
Pubhcatlons £1. 50
. Bhnk Jnmnims Stmggle&gmm
Slavery, by Richard Hart — Com— -
"Aborllon. OIII’ Stmggle lor Cﬁ!q
 paign, 25p . -
.,‘328 Upper ‘Street, Londo Nt
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- Constitutional Conference.

" Zimbabwe is scheduled to go to the. polls
- this. week. lan Smith and Bi :

-." Muzorewa, backed by the

‘Governor Lord Soames, face the partles]

, liberation movement,

« . Zimbabwe African National Umon(ZANU)

.. and the Zimbabwe African People's Union
oy (ZAPU), led by Robert Mugabe -and

- of the

ua Nkomo.

" Because the British government and

the multinational interests have a big

- stake in the outcome of these elections,
_ the Britlsh media, owned by these same

THE

" LIBERATION

'MOVEMENT

' TODAY the liberation movement
. consists of the two wings of  the

"~ Patriotic Front, ZAPU and ZANU.
v ZAPU, led by Nkomo, was first

= - formed in 1959 out of several black

The
of the party forced him
:to withdraw these concessions. It was

also due to his failure to pursue an

adequategmnllawarpo cy.
: Although ZAPU is essentially a
cross tribal party, and has been from

. its bq;mnmgs the vast majority of its

membership is Matabele, from the

" west of Zimbabwe, although many

- Shona (the largest tribal group) are

also members.

ZANU originally based in-the
area, has an essentially

 Shona leadership and membership.

Howeter, at a recent rally in
‘ Bulawayo (an almost - exclusively

" Matabele city): Mugabe -attracted

. about: 30,000 people. Despite these

_ ethnic divisions, tribalism has been a

: negﬁgible factor so far.

ZAPU has been called ‘Moscow-

3"orm1wd'1thasrecexvedarmsand

/- trajning from  the USSR, East

Germany and so on, but Moscow’s
influence should not be exaggerated.
Its programme is essentiatly bourgeois

- democratic, with a very vague policy’

= THE COLLABORATORS

" on the u'ucml land question (50
centofthelandxsownedbythesmail

. white minority).

7 -Under the Lancaster House

. ‘Agreement the large white farms and
the multmauonal agri-business will

. appropriate. only unused and under-
" used white land,

ZANU has recently cooled its

- histoiical links with Peking, and has

. ﬂy sought alliances and aid from
e.Moscow camp, especially Cuba.
C chetthelas, a Maoist-type ideology
- is dominant among its political cadre.
ZANU pays more attention to the

land question - than ZAPU —
T nlthm&l proposals for large-scale

redistribution are rather vague.
-ZANLY's programme has always

playedswondﬁddletoxtsguenlla’

, which ‘it has pursued -more
thanZAPU .

‘Council (UANC), led by Bishop

. shid dmlnnhcdly,
ZAPU/ZANU. ﬂowevet, I! ‘has =

shop . - the issues involy

British-
- the scales

‘ ﬂ,Robert Muga

The elections by themselves won't

Zimbabwe, and the ceasefire itself ‘still
hangs in the balance.

represent?
presents a short guide to the electlons
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THE VOTE

THERE are about 0. 25m whites in Zimbahwe and 6.8m blacks. Of the
100 seats in the new parfiament 20 are ‘white reserved’. The remagining 80
seats will be divided into 8 electoral dls(ricls with an estimated 2.8m
electors. . :
Thereisnovotcrsmﬂ sothenwﬂlbeampleoppoﬂunityfor ’
eléctoral fraud by the aunthorities.
Altionghthcnmsevenlparﬁesstmdmgintheelecﬂon the
overwhelming majority of the 80 seats will be divided between the three -
main parties — ZANU (Patriotic Front), ZAPU . (standing as the
Patriotic Front) and Mumrewa s UANC (Uniled African Nation!
Councif),
.- This electoral system means that a black pnl'ty or coalition must winr
$1.out of 80 seats to’ bave 2 majority The only party capable of this is
. ZANUPF), '
A coalition with ZAPU wonldcenlinlymltmalwgemnjoﬂfy—
whichiswhy&italnisat!empﬁngtodeepeutheﬂﬂbetweenthetwo
wings of the Iibeuuon movement.

'I'BE UNH‘ED Afriull National

Muzoma, s - become the main
prop of the Smith l'ejne. It was

banned ZAPU/ZANU pan.les in the
campaign  against the - Tory
government’s Pearce Commission. It
was  the only leyl focus for
opposition.

UANC commanded counsiderable
support -until . the - . ban = on
ZAPU/ZANU was liftei and the
imprisoned cadre released in 1975,

Si Muzorews collasborated
with § in the fraudulent ‘internal
settlement’, support. for UANC has
and  is  now

well-oled snd weli beeledappmm
“financed by South Afvican money.

. compared . to

.. exclusive mineral
< declared British sp‘laaes of mﬂuenoe

mterests has presented a false picture of -

rtiality Bnta'id ha besh meuymmts:ti“”
Impa . n nhas B p
mst ZANu and Jeader -

resolve the problems of the masses .of

What do the different forces really»‘
Socialist Challenge here‘

1888 Ceathodssemmacommn from Ipbmguhgmnung
rights in Matabeleland and 'Mashonaland soon after they are

1890 Rhodﬁ’ British- South’. Africa Company secures a _British

Charter to colonise and promote - commerce in Matabeleland ~ and
'MashmnlandlnthcsmeywtthSACoecumcsMnhonahnd K

1898 Aﬁersevqal;eersof fierce nslstance totheBSAC tthhonn
‘and Ndebele tnbsareﬁnallysubdued o

1953 SOnmem Rhodma enters the Central Afnun Federation with
two British Protectorates, Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) and Nyasaland
(now Malawi), despue black Afncan ob;ecnons to whm-. do:mnanon of the

.- Federation.

1961 The rising tide of African natlonahsm throughout the continent
- spells out doom for the Federation. A constitutional conference is convened in

Salisbury to contain the- situation. Britain enacts the Southern Rhodesia

“(Constitution) Bill despite African opposition. Joshua Nkotmo rejects the
. proposals as ‘an evil attempt by the Southern . Rhodesian and British

governments to enlrench settler mmonty tule’.

1963 The V:cmna Fal!s Conference paves thc way for the
: mdependence of.Zambia and Malawi. The conference also agrees that the

armed forces of the Federation should be inkerited by Southern Rhodesia. The
United Nations Security Council votes unanimously against the transfer of the
Federation’s forces, thus compellmg Britain to resort to use of the veto..

1965 Agamstabackground of increasing pohucairepress:on(ZAPU
and its predecessors had all. been banned) and a marked swing to the right in

~ white politics, the UN calls upon the new Labour Government in Britain to stop

the impending clections in Rhodesia and ‘negotiate new constitutional

_ provisions acceptable to the majority of people of Rhodesia’, Britain abstains.
On 11 November the Rhodesian Prime Minister, Ian Smith, declares

Rhodesia to be an independent nation. Britain immediately suspends Smith and
hnsmms[asfromofﬁce,andtheUNSecuntwancﬂappwvsamolumn
ullmgformtemlummlwhntaq sanctions against Rhodesia.. - ‘

1966 SmnhandWilsonmeetonboardeTtger.Deqmelnajor

‘concessions — thsonstataqmteclearlyaﬁerﬂwmomnonshavebrokm
~ down that he was not aiming to'bring about majority ryle — Smith rejects the
340 bring Rhodésia back to legality. SubsequentlytthNSecumy
.Coundlvo&sformandatorysdecuvcsanctmns :

1968 mmmwmmmm

Rhodesia, « fill thirty months after UDI. Until this point, Britain had

adamantty refused to back such measures for fear of precipitating the collapse

i of the regime.. Wilson’s stated- aim was to negotiate a compromise; his

pmosﬂsﬂ&cul{smlmsmm:wouwhavemeammmontymk

. before 1999

1969 “The Slmth regime mtroduees a new consmunnn based. on -

separate racial development: it mstxtunonahses Rhodesia’s progress towards an
apartheid society. - ;

: 1973 The Labonr I’arty confercnce votes to support the Zimbabwean

liberation movements.

1974 _The vu:tones of tlié liberation forces in Moumbique and
Angola over Portuguese colonialism tilt the balance of power significantly in

 favour of the Zimbabwean nationalists. These ‘new realities’, as Callaghan
" calls them, lead  to the release of nationalist leaders Mugabe Slt:hole and

Nkomo under the Lusaka Agreement.

1975 Nkomo and Smith annnunce a ‘declaration of intent’ to
negotiate a settlement.

1976 Mommbiqucclomitsborderwimkiiodgiaasmegumau

intensifies. In October Nkomo and Mugabe join forces to form the Patriotic
Front at the Geneva Conference. The PF receives the support of the front-lme
states and the Organisation of African Unity.

1977 Smith’ srmmhﬁqmm-oz-h. Botywasa and

‘m'kwymwmmmmm-&

states and the OAU, and later by Britain, the EEC, and the UN. In September,

) tthmghchpatmlsthattheBnﬂshgovemmentkncwofM;ndm”s

sanctions-busting operations as early as 1968-9,

1979 Rhodesia’s “internal clections’ take placemAprilagamsta

bmkgmundoffull—miemob:hmuonbyaﬂrmwms 85 per cent of the
country under martial law, and South African logistic support. Independent
obsavmrepmtmssmumndauonofvotersbymemgmw The ‘clections’ and
the ‘government of national unity’ that result are condemmned internationally —

" with the exception of South Africa — and the Muzorewa/Smith coalition .

- remains unrecognised. In August, the Commonweaith Conference formulates
‘& mne-polmpeaccphn’whnchladstothel:ancasﬂherl-lousemtks

' Sodaistﬂﬂkm ZlFebrnryIQ. Page 11
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By Steve Potter

(In part one of this amcle we explamed that a
civil -war was. inevitable in Afghgnistan after .
radical reforms - were pursued by the
Peoples Democratic Party govemment that
came lopower in April 1978.}
'l‘ﬂEAIDgivenlotherightmtgnenﬂasﬁghﬁng
the reforms steeply increased in 1979. Egypt; -
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan scted for the United
States . in - bolstering - ‘opposition  ‘to - the

within the government, meant that there was in
immediate danger of the PDPA being toppled
lldlmcﬁonu’y Mc’govemmenteoming

MOﬁcow decrded to commit itself more

.deeply. It was. not 'prepared to see the

one of its most sensitive borders — pamcularly 8

a state which might appeal to the aspirations
for rehgious and” cultural freedom of the
Islainic minorities in the Soviet Union.

Troops

" Starting on 24 December, tens of thousands
of Soviet troops poured into Afghanistan. .
Hafizullah Amin, the premier, was liquidated a
few days later. Babrak Karmal, the leader of an
opposing faction in the PDPA, was appointed
in his place.

From the beginning the invasion was a
disaster. Its motive was not any desire to export
revolution but, on the contrary, to stabilise a
couritry inthe tbroes of civil war by enforcing a
pro-capnakst goverment friendly to the Soviet
Union in- its diplomatic relations. If indeed
there was a direct threat to the Soviet Union it
could have been countered by . the:
encouragement of mass mobilisations of :
workers and peasants in. favour of the reforms-
to smash the conservative alliance of the
landowners, tribal chiefs and mullahs in the
countryside. The Soviét Union couki have
provided both. the “encouragement and the
matérial aid fiecessary to sustain the PDPA in
that peried — mehrdmg military_ aid to help
counter mlpenahst support for the guerillas. -

But that is not the ‘method of the Soviet
bureaictats. - Revolitionary. ‘mags. activity
- threatens. thenrpositmn Tlnyprefetm:htary‘ '
and repressive methods in ‘order.to keep all -

developments under their control.

Cynicism

The. justification .’ for thelr action: in
Afghanistan phimbed the depths of cynicism.
They claimed that they had been invited in by
Amin — the man they had proceeded to
hqmdate Such methods and such justifications

introduced massive confusions in the minds of -

workers:  everywhere. It was’ a clear

demonstration of the fact that the invasionhad -~

been conducted with little or no thought for the
interests and feelings of the working class
internationally, let alone the national feefings
- of the Afghan people.

-The imperialists used the negatlve impact of

'White House,

A Russian soldler stands guard over thl Kabul h|ghway

‘THE CONFLICT IN AFGHANISTAN

the Sovnet action’ sk:lfully Since arnvmgm the -

Carter-had fessly
tried to revemitthe défeat sﬁffered, - the
American ruling class in Vietnatm, The aim was
to prepare public opinion both domestlcally
and internationally for new US interventions
against such “revolutionary developments as
those in Iran and Nlcaragua

‘At the same time, in a stealthy way, the US
military establishment started to build up the
necessary technical prerequisites to resume its
role as world cop. Massive increases in arms
spending, the formation of a rapid deployment

force, the siting of medium range missiles in- -

Europe, letting the CIA off the leash, and the
statement of the Carter doctrine (that the USA
would intervene militarily to defend its interests
in the Persian Gulf) were all part of a package
devoted to this end.

None of these measures were occasioned by
the Soviet invasion. All were well underway

M"I"hcretreatofsdwettroopsum:rthme

cn-cumstanc(s would not be a victory for the
 self-determination of the Afghan

people. On

the contrary, it woukd leave the ﬁeld open for
the establishment of a reactionary regime which
would halt the proces of reform, liquidate the

- tiny left, and set back the prospects t‘orany :
"soaahstadvantefordmdes ‘ B

Counter revolutlon

The Italian and Spanish Commumstpama
have fallen in behind their governments and
ruling classes in demanding the withdrawal of
Soviet troops. And of course these parties in io

- way call for an independent revolutionary path .

for the workers and peasants of Afghanistan.

" They argue that the establishment of a rightist

: heforehand apart from the remtroduc!lon of -
i -the .first steps.towards conscription: But the.
‘fact that Carter could make electoral mileage.
‘out of these preparations showed the extent to

which the bureaucratic methods of thé Soviet.
Union had repelled working class opinion in the

- United States and internationally.

This imperialist war-drive has to be exposed

and fought by all socialists. That is why we -

cannot extend any support to  the Soviet
invasion, since the methods of the Soviet

bureaucrats have made the task-of blocking the -
" imperialist war drive more difficult, not less.:
But while the Soviet bureaucracy would net -

hesitate to crush any revolutionary movement

. which threatened the doctrine of peaceful co-
 existence with the imperialists, their support for
the Afghan army’s fight to crush the rightist *

guérillas temporarily . coincides with - the
interests of the workers and peasants of
Afghamstan

- for a third niew revolutionary
* both the mlpenahst—backed gueulim; and the

WHAT'S LEFT

New pamphiet from the
National Abortion
Campaign, 25p not

lhn'.b Sat. 10-5pm M.

. Man&:wd l-i-lhphynrwhn'
. -imch, ms—rmmp-mm Al

mhm

*‘PALESTINIAN Wotkas lnd Trade Unions' —

pmdermUKPC s Caledonian Rd, London NI.
AnunoeNaﬁmniConfmnce 12
Union, Oxford Rd. MCR 15. Evening Disco “Sunday —

UMIST - Students Union. 11- 5pm for pablicity and
fm'ﬂm'mfotd 061-273 5547

. mmdhﬁdﬂmﬂmhﬁmhmwm

Teft — alnov'cmfmmlted memm

" UNION m (pm time) necded for
- Londo#t branch of ACTSS. Typing, duplicaling,

-aptitude for figures and ability to work on own initiative

- required. Minimum £113 per month for 43 hours, Four
- . weeks annual holiday. Job description and application
.- form availahle from Ann Creighton, 8 Ridgmouat

Road, London SWI8, or phone 870 1259 4-6pm.
Closieg date: 17 March. Interviews: 24 March.

AFGHANISTAN: M the Red Ar-y' Articles from -

Spartacist/Bri
Pubbamom Box 185, LoudonWC

RUDOLF lAHRO will<deliver the Isaac Deutscher
Memorial Lecture at the London Schoot of Economics,
New Theatre, on 3 March, 7.15pm. g

Werkers. Vasgeard and #in. 30p from
Spartacist

KILBURN Troops Out Movement are holding 2 march -

on the fourth anniversary of withdrawal of political
stalus. Assembie Galtymore, Crickléwood, 1 March,
2pra. March to Kilburn Sq for a street meeting. Troops
Out-Now, Political Status for political prisoners.

SOCIALIST
CHALLENGE

- buNbeE: ¢

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books, London Road, and’

Saturdays 2pm- !m outside the Rm Baths, Phone .

20298 for more
BRADFORD: SC lvnﬂlhk !rnm Fourth Kéa
e o

_Haymarket. -For
z‘ullmarl:s. 1143 Chdbenhaln Road, Montpetlier, Bristot
COVENTRY: SC avail lram Wedge Bookshop. For

mory infa-about J .phonc 461138, -
outside ‘Boots, every Thursday 4-5.30pm, Friday

- 45.30pm, snurdayn4m

HUDDERSFIELD: SC suppon«s sell .papers - évery
Saturday 1lam- -ipm. The Piazza. SC.also aviilable xu
orks.

LAMBETH: SC now available at kiosk Brixion tube, ‘
g“lh:.:e Hemc Hill British Rail and Tetric Books -
SW[NDON SC on sale 1-t zvery Sat., Regent St .

(Brunel Centre).

TEESSIE: SC sales: at Newsfare shops n Cleveland
Centre and on Linsthorpe Road Mldd!esbmugh andat
Greens Bookstall, upstairs in St Market, Stockton
High Street.

TOWER HAMLETS: SC supponers sell papers every
Friday 35-6pm Watney Mki, Sat (1-12.30pm
Whnechapel tube, Sunday 10. 30-12.00 Brick Lane.

OLDHAM SC sold every Saturday outside Yorkshire

- Bank, High Street. For more information about local

activities. Tel. 061-682 5151.

‘OLDHAM SC Public . Meeting. 'The Socialist
Alternative to the Yories’. Speakers include rep from
IMG CC. Thurs 21 Feb, 7.30pm at Grange Arts Centre
(Room'A2), Rochdale Rd.

STOCKPORT SC sold every Saturday ipm Mersey
Square. Tel. 061-236 4905 for more information.
PUBLIC MEETING: ‘Fight the Tories', social with live
Irish and folk music, Fri 22 Feb, 8pm at the Gardners
Arms, Middleton Road.

OXFORD SC supporters sefl every Fri 12-2pm outside
Kings Arms and every Sat 10.30-12.30pm in
Comenarkes.

from Dundee City Sguiare .-

. regime in Kabul would be better tham the -

prolonged stay of Soviet troops — essentially
calling for the victory of the unpmahst-baeked
counter-revolution. -

Other Communist partus the Ftench and

-Portuguese - in particular :«< - have given o E
. uncritical support to the Soviet buréaucracy;in

line with their general support for the methnds
of Stalinism. In the event of workers and
peasants who support the April 1978 reforms

coming into conflict with the Soviet troops, -
these parties will have no hmtanon in baclclng

. the Soviet bureaucracy..

The contempt - which - the im

theémselves have for the democratic nghts of ﬁme
- .. Afghan people has been made manifest by the
- aftitude
. .Commaunity. The EEC’s first action after con-
" demning the Soviet invasion was to suspend all

of the FEuropean Economic

food aid to Afghanistan. This was followed by

 the advancement ‘of a:plan for the. neutrala ‘
ghamstan

sation of Af

Third camp

"Hence socialists cannot takeaposmonof
neutmbtymthewarmAfghamstan,ormh

Soviet bureaucrats — for no such camp exists. =
Instead, insofar as the Red Army is ranged.

T .against the enemies of the  Afghanistan-:
.‘revolution, we should be in favour of ltlllﬂlc :

ting a defeat on those forces.

Butourmajortaskmustbetostartmc' i
- process of. thmmbapkthennperialistwar-;

drive, That means demandmg . FRCASUTeES

like suspension -of grain supplies to the -
Ry andofEECfoodandtoAfghamstanarz e

-ended; that the arms policy of the British
- government — and in particular Thatchef’g

support - for the siting of Cruise nissiles i~
Britain — is oggsosed The naval base of Diego -
_ Garcia which been offered 1o the US Navy
" for operations in the Indian Ocean should be
handed back to its original occupants and the.
British military presence there terminated; we - -
should oppose the campaign to boycou the
Moscow Olympics initiated by Carter and’ -
Thatcher. -
Inﬂmwaywecanbegmtoprcpareﬁle'

. conditions where not -only the fate of the

.-Afghan revolution . is put ianto a more

. favourable context, but also we can defend the -
- gains of other revohmons which a;e threatennd

-by the mpenahsts campangn

mmﬁm
NAC, 374 Grays Inn Rd,
Lomdos WCI.

The Iatest issue of Revolution has featares on Afglunsiu the m the
General Strike, Abortion.

Somth Asia s Tuwoil’, speakuTanth,‘l.m
"t Order copies ow froni Revolution PO Box 58, Londes N1.

Thars 2t Feb,

Brest Collective Bookstall in the Trades Hall, Wlﬂﬂdq)
High Rd NWID.



By Redmond O’Nelll and
 Valerie. Coultas :
BUILD!NG the tevolunonary

- theme rnnmng through al of
‘the -  discussions at - the
“International Marxist G‘roup s
-mational conference held om

"lhen ‘enthusiasm - about launch-

mg evolution . May towered" over

. 'every ather debate.

- - The political framework for alf the
‘ debues was-that the class struggle in

‘ IPOSSIbllltles

The IMG’s discussions thcrefore
éentred on how to build a party
capable of grasping the possibilities

since the end of World

‘War Twe,
: The first session of conference
dealt with what kind of a party needs
to be built today. Many British
- ‘Marxists . have either adapted

~ PBritish labour movement or
\mamtmnedthe:rpuntyattheexpense
- -of building a party rooted in tbe
.- working class.

The IMG conference voted in
. favour of building a party which
: vonded this Hobson’s choice. A

" proletarian
op; all aspects of _oppressi
"woddvnde

;«I‘-l’l*‘ehrmml.oﬁhn. IR
{+7Thé point was hammered. |
 home by the large number of. -

“youth delegates and observers. =

the youth.  organisation.

: '~B:ﬁamandtheworldlsverydeﬁnuely -

’_dpenedupbythedeepestcnsxsof,
capitalism

themselves to the economism of the -

ion both at home ‘and -
mﬂoﬂwm3pﬂm)
special 1 v

this Tory government.

- -i'work .. with - the.
L ngupmgs wthm theumons wherever :

against the Torjes in the steel smke,
the “cuts campaigns, -in the pro-
abortxon movement, -

"Everyone: also’- saw the vital
importance of taking up the debates
in the Labour Party and encouraging

SUPpOTLers to turn

.- Socialist Chiallenge
those debates outwards tobepart of a,

massmovementthatmoveﬂhmw

A cruc:al pmJ

militant trade unionists on a

-~ .congistent basis to ‘challenge the

: ’immm&gbtmmam; .
t!ntpheesatﬂxefomfmmofltswork -
‘socialists.

betrayals of the bureaucracy.
“had”* differen

“Tendency 1 siressed the mecessity

'I‘hc 'ofhmldmg a-national ¢ross-sectoral
put” . organisation’ -of : all . ‘those - trade
- uniomists prepared to fight thé Tories: -

‘Within this framevmrk it argued for
‘Rank :-and- -File

pre= :.mthtthocmhstWOr ers
net seen-as-a top ‘priority - by this

.. -grouping given developments in. ‘the.
s 'bourdParty and thetradeum -

B leﬂ regroupm

- wis . ‘also.
-muﬁedmmeumonsasbtuidmga
‘chsstmgglewrreqt,anemeomy
" Movement that would . organise

“Delegates . t . views
about how this. ob;echve could be.
oughtforattheptwenttxm:e :

lacly - inspired by the debate on Revolution.
¥, was

.young; leadcrs are. bemg won 1o

the tradeé unions was key to defeating

the Tories and opposed the idea of

‘sending a large number of IMG

members into industrial and manual
jobs.
-Delegates who supportgd :the

fourth grouping of six:comrades from .-

the. outgoing- . Central Committee

urged a turn away from fighting for -
regroupment on the far left; the IMG
should instead: concentrate all its.

attention. on, thé -Labour P

‘getting ama]omy of ‘e

industiy’. i
The grouping w}nch worn the

. greatest support among the delegates
" was Tendency 1 which argued for a

three-pronged. approach to party

building — turning to the industrial

and manual working class, building.

the revolutionary youth organisation,” -
. and fighting for far left regroupment -
. — particularly with - the- largest
revolutionary otganisation in Bntam, .

the Socialist Workers Party

| Majorlty

 Tendency 1 galned 50 per cent of
the vote and was given a majority on
the. Central Committee. Tendency 2

st - had 28.3 per cent; Tendency 3 14.1-
. percent; and the fourth grouping had -

6. 6 per cent of the total votes.

The whole .conference_ was

The large number of youth delegates

"and ' their -_political ~confidence in

debate . showed . ‘that .- through
Revolution a whole new generation of

TKemp' -

. 7.50-
Camden IMG 20.00."
Hemel IMG - 20.00
- A Chesterton 10.00
" AJonmes - . w -1.5@
p&p Jackson - i }gm
B G Stewart - -
Lambeth IMG ST S
CardiffIMG =~ . . .30

‘Weekly Total

- ‘should play down its attem
- Rebel : (the - SWP*s schok

black "

a??%sss

Yoﬁnéwomm, encouraged by the -
success of Revohition supporters in

mobilising young people against John

Corrie’s -anfi-abortion Bill,-
dominated the debate: 1
IMG mcmbeg.wereaskedio pull - ik

out ail the stops to get youth to astend - -
| the May conference that will launch -
_'Revolution-. -as. ~an . independent ~ -

national - . orgamsatmn run and

controﬂed by youthv themselves. -

Delogaics ‘discussed whether o *
.f'wcl

not Revolution should at-this. stage
put major resources into work in the
LPYS. This was re]ected as an overall

emphasis given the domination of the
: Mthtantggoupmthatarea : :

The result of this discussion ‘was
55.5 ~per cent for the =Central
Committee document, which argued

for united’ acuon with: the LPYS ‘but: -
“building - Rcvoluuon
mdependeut

fighting for its foundmg conference.

asan

to express political solidarity with the.
IMG and the Fourth Intcmanonnl

. The conference rejected the view:
‘put bysome dciegates that Revalution

pis{owinj'.
spudents

- and-

pro;ect of . building a
revolunmary yeuth organisation
The ~discussion

conference, on ‘black tiberation, also . T€*
pointed to-a new and fresh approach. :

to party building. Delegmesex
the vital importance: of bui
mo’vemenc N

Fund Drlve Target g
';;‘:Total so far

' labour moveinent today.

e

and_-'

~ and. then ynife i 'saictimmtestﬂn

~thie
YouthLeagne(meyouthgmupoftbeﬂ et it
Workers Socialist ngue) 10 tb: P

Jin- Britain 3

independent . of the state and rum by
black people themselves, #f raciom &
to. be - confronted amomg whise
workers.

. Asian workers and Asian youtlh

- were noted as being among the mast

militant and politicised sections of the

Thlsdocnmentmwdlh-

,:cwerwhelnung support of e
- delegates — %Sp«mm-

favour.

.  Solidarity '_i_ .

Messages . of solidarity -

‘ 'dehvered to the conference from ﬁ

Duich, French and Irish sectioms of
the Fomh International and ales

. from ltS‘COﬂ'llnkelS in the American

SWP.
-Pete Goodwin, of the British SWIP

“also spoke . to- the delegates. His

contribution made it clear that the
SWP is reluctant to receive the INIG's
advarices, anid that their minds will

: havetobechangedonthequd
~ fusion. -

Pete Goodwin raised parficelar
objections to the IMG’s ‘federatinm
of tendencies’. But such an objection
hardly stands up when all the
comrades . who had organised
themselves to fight for their particular

IMG School
Students, Youth

‘and the Struggle
for Soclahsm

conferen ong hnedemde&and

esire for the cardly

TheIMGpmnstsmntsbehefm
it is ‘necessary. to - bave -out .’ the"

_arguments fully before the conference

. . youth orgamsanm,
entr:a;ts work.in the: mdustml and




A lesSon to
champion

IT MAY be difficult for those

workmg on the paper in London to -

believe it, but over 1,000 (ome
thousand) people plodded through
the snowy streets of Newcastle
on 2 February to protest Corrie’s
Bill, Not 100 as your caption to my
photo said.

What’s more, the demo received
front page coverage in both
Newcasl{thcm and Sunderland evening
papers evenmg and coverage on
two local radio stations..

" The rally following the meetmg
was by representatives of
the Northern TUC, NUPE, the
NAC steering committee, as well as
Sunderland’s MP, Gordon Bagier. It
raised more than £150. Lessons hke
this should be championed! .
JOHN , West London
Sorry about that. We did know it
was 1,000 not 100 — it was an
uncorrected misprint.

More detente,
not boycott

IN 1976 the left’s slogan was ‘Love  *
1976 the ks was ‘Love . by the desire of the Duboek

football, hate torture’ as the World

Cup was held in fascist Argentina. It

waspmﬁgdoutthatthedﬁatorshm

had ‘cleansed’ the city and was using

theWaﬂCuptowhﬁmshns
mla.ge A boycott would have been
an'effective way to isolate Argentina.
from the international community..

The Bernard Levins of the media _

will doubtless be saying that .
the case of the Soviet Union is the
same. The is using the

bureaucracy :
Gnmestobo!uu'nslmaseandso_

‘because of repression, Sakharov
and, of course; Afghanistan — the
Olymm should be

If the left dounotjom the Cold
Warriors then this is proof of -
double standards and subscmence
to Moscow. . )

However socialists and hittban

. rights-activists have té consider the .

effectivetiess of solidarity campaigns -

and not superficial appearances.

In'the case of imperialist backed

- dictatorships like Argentina, Chile
-and South ‘Africa the aim of our
eampalgns is to link up with
progressive forces in those countries

“and work to isolate and ostracise
these nations.  °

However, in the case of the non-

capitalist nations of the Soviet bloc,.

those who campaign to isolate those -
countries want and need a return to

the Cold War. They want to boost
armarents, use national unity to
cover their domestic policies, and to
boost a witch-hunt atmosphere in
the West.

So human rights activists have to

campaign for more detente. In the
USSR detente helps show up the

" repressive character of the
bureancracy as the country is
opened to influence from the .
progressive forces of the West.

This presents more hope for an
end to the passivity of the Soviet
working class, a flowering of the
intelligentsia and the use of the less
backward part of the buwaucracy

The effect of deteme is
contradictory — it is needed by the

Soviet bureaucracy and threatens its *
dominance.

Sometimes detente has
led to increased repression, but this -

is far outweighed by the longer term

positive effects. Ken Coates presents
more detailed arguments in Detente
and Socialist Democracy.

The left must reject the call for a
boycott of the Olympics and instead
demand more deténte. This is not
double standards but a more
effective way of helping the Soviet
workers win their liberation.

GARY KENT Paris

No excuses for
Trotsky |

THERE might have been some
excuse for Trotsky, in 1940,
believing that the property relations
established by an advancing Red
Army would be ‘in and of
themselves progessive’, but there is

lﬂmﬂm“ﬂtﬁ
uwmmm
ADDRESSES ME

MISS THE DEADLINE ..
" AND EVERY 80 OFTEN 1
PRODUCE. SOMETHWG PAAT
ISN'T._GANTE IN L-INF. WITR

. smashed chery

no justification for Ted Coxhead

- (Letters 7 February) echoing the

same misjudgement in 1980.

- Inthe last forty yearsthe . =~

) propelty relations ‘of the USSR have
thcmsclvmtobcas .

’ ]o . lh as ] of . l-‘ -‘.i'
. worse,thcyarenotevenascfﬁc:eqt

The Soviet economic system
involves a staggering degree of

_waste, bumuuaﬁccemrahsanox;

and insensitivity to human needs, -
ThedynauncoftheCuchoslovahan
reforms-of the sixties was provided

leadership to break down the

bmmmfmmsmpmdontﬁem :

by Stalinism and fiberate the
pmducuvepotm:loftharpeople
through political as weil as economic
-democratisation.

'l‘!aeWamamexnvasaonmade
nclenrthattheSov:ct

: nutonlymcapableofdzvdopingthe

socnlcontmt’of:tsownmoperty
relations but is determined to
prevent any such developments
within its sphere of influence. That

- now includes Afghanistan. - .
Ted advises the Afghan masses -

to ‘build workers, peasants, soldiers

-committees, conduct

pmpasanda
.-~ oligarchy...
" horsgs. ,.thmethmpﬁem
g troopsareaﬂymgmm bzihamd

against the Kremlin
*. If wishes were

cues, Ted. .

The Red Army invaded
Afghanistan to stifle a threat from
the right — they. will as readily crush

3 i?g attempt to outflank them on the

Wedonotknowyetwhat

--property forms the Soviet leademhlp

will impose on Afghanistan, but if -
they turn it inte a carbon copy of
‘the Soviet economy, as they have -
doneelsewhere,thatwillnmhave :
thesllghtwt‘progrmvemal
content’ for the Afghan masses, or -
fortheprospectsofsomahsm

anywhere eise
BOB PURI)IE Ghsgow

| Wlshy-washy Ime

RE YOUR: mshy-washy editorial on _

Afghamstan ‘First there was a “civil
war” before the Russian invasion.

Secondly the present war is turning -

. into a jiksd against foreign control

that happens to be.‘communist’.
The Afghan army still under
Karmal’s control is disarmed and
under constant surveillance by
Russian troops.

Right! We have to say which side
we’re on, Wereonthesndeofthc
Afghisn left and are in favour ofail
aid given to them by the Soviet. " .
Union. But we cannot favour the .
presence of the Red Army.

Those comrades who accept thc
Red: Armyspresenoeshouldbe ,
consistent and call for an invasion
of Iran-and Pakistan to throw out
the reactionary regimes and install
progressive developments by proxy..
And why stop there? :

‘Comrades are in danger of tail-

: cndm Brczhnavsaooomphshed

facts.. Y«s. the Red Army invasion
does Jprobably mean that the '
rightists will win the war. The
_alternative is the complete crushing
“of the right of the Afghan people to
rule themselves and lwe thelr own
lives.

No amount of .
conceal the fact that the Bnush wcre
time they invaded
and the the US aever had much of
an influence. Wemmfavouruf
socialism in Afgllamstan asand

S.(mm Zlme Pageld

B,

Warsaw Pact"\'!‘hxs isa recnpe for

"'_fsource of

- when the Afghan masses decide -
they want it and will fight for it.
It is a somewhat distasteful .

< spectacle to fead letters in SC from

comrades ifi London pentificating
that because the Afghans. are -
backward and tribal then their rights
“don’t count for much and they have
to be forcibly industrialised,
‘militarised and dominated by the

- USSR if they’re to be fit for
. socmllsm

“That is appallmg white

a ‘Marxist’ version of the
whife man s burden and a denial of
our-commitment to a free socialism.
PAUL 'I'ERRY Colombo Sn

'Saddled with

‘defencism’?

.FRIENDSofSocmhstChallmgemn

-only be alarmed by your increasingly

. equivocal stand on the issues ralsed 7

by the Soviet invasion of

- Afghanistan. The article “Why we
defend.the Soviet Union’ was
appallingly confused and hamfisted,
-and ran tofrt‘a)ﬂy %ounter to thtgd :
warnings from rotsky prin
underneath it.

For there is no concewxble sense

in,which the nationahsedpmpe y

relmons of the U, (and how
Lhey are, inghe gontext of -
' .‘mle by & urcruciacy, is
-anyway doubtful) can be-said tobe’

threatened at the present time. Nor
did this article say how this was

possible.-

I 'see that your latest editorial

asserts, however, that the more
united front of the West over

, Aghamstan represents a-threat - to

the existence of the Soviet Union,

: audthegamsmadebythe

revolution’, The USSR threatened
- by an O!ympnc boycott? by the
cancellation of worn-out trade
agreements? by a temporary
interruption in US grain supplies?

It only seems that you are
saddled by history with a doctrine of

_-*defence of the Soviet Union’ which

" you feel obliged to trot out in
--moments like this, but which you do
not understand how and when to -
use,

You -ought to be very clear that
the crucial proposals you make, for
opposition to Western rearmament,
for withdrawal from NATO, against
the Cruise missiles, are fatally.
comproinised so long as they go

- - hand in baod with the general
: 'defenccof Soviet militarism.

- Against NATO, but for the

‘: Thompson 5 améle‘ “‘For'a Bomb-

free Europe’, in thc Guardian the
other week, for a better starting
point. Why has this not been
discussed in the paper? :
Unii¥there is a radical rcthmk of

~ these issues, Iforone-—andldld
raise the underlymg issues during the

discussions over revolutionary unity
— will feel some relief that those
dlscusswns were not. consummated

" in political union.
. MARTIN SHAW Hul]

Trotslg would
demand a rethink

" CAN TRO‘I‘SKY ‘be held responsible

- for the views of thase who today
- claim to be his disciples? Ken<

“Tarbuck !‘%@ts -him with being * the
nfusmn (Socnahst :

Chalienge 14 February) while Ted

‘Coxhead quotes Trotsky’s views on
- the Soviet occupation of Poland in
- 1939 (Socialist Challenge 7 '
February) as:televant to the Soviet

occupation of Afghanistan in 1980.

_‘What is confusing and irrelevant i in_
* fact are argumerits basedona -

selective use 'of quotations — a .
method adopted by Coxhead and
others and tolerated by Tarbuck.

.. Trotsky’s views on the tactics to -
be adopted in territories overrun by

the Red Army in 1939 cannot be

. sepamtodfmmmsdlagnosusofthc

Soviet social regime. The main -~ .
characteristic of this diagnosis was

Trotsky's conception of that regime |

as a transitional one. In Trotsky’s . °
wewSothsoaetyemﬂdnotewape

. the consequences of the

contradiction between a material

- base totally inadequate for socialism ‘
and property relations_ (established -

as the result of the: QOctober

revolution) which correspondedtoa

much higher stage of development
of the productive forces.

_ Because of this contradiction
Trotsky did not expect this " .
transitional regime to survive for
long: the Soviet working class was to
be either rescued by proletarian

~ révolutions in advanced capitalist

countries or lose what was still left.
of the cqnquests of October.

- In thegase of the latter
eventuality
the possibility of the Soviet social

- . regime bécoming the foreruniier of a
,newclasssocnety Hewrote:” - - ..
‘If it is conceded that the: prwent

war will provoke not revolution but .

a decline of the proletanat .Then it
would be necessary in retrospect to
establish that in its. fundamental -
traits the present USSR was the -
precursor of a new exploitative.
regime...” (In Defence of Marxism,
‘The USSR in War’).

There is no mistaking about the
time-scale Trotsky was thinking of.
He wrote: ‘Might we not place
ourselves in a ludicrous position if
we affixed to the Bonapartist
oligarchy the nomenclature of a new
ruling class just a few years or-even .

a few months prior to its mglonous '
L _downfa]l?’ (Ibid)

Trotsky always paid close
attention to developments in the real

- world and did not hesitate to discard

formulae which ceased to reflect this
reality. The fact that the
‘transitional regime’ has continued .
to exist, despite the absence of
proletarian revolutions in the West,
for another 40 years makes a re-

-appraisal of the Soviet society’s class

character a long overdue task —
that is; if Trotsky’s diagnosis is at all
taken seriously.

If Trotsky’s alleged disciples -
have failed to make such are-
appraisal this cannot be put down to
Trotsky’s position being confusing.
It is because they have chosen to-
ignore it. It is the reasons for this
ch01ce which prevent them from -
giving uncondmonal support to the
Afghan masses in their struggle
against foreign domination and -
foreign military occupation.
YLADIMIR DERER, London
Nwill

For mass

mobilisation
FOR MARXISTS the principle of

self-determination is not some
bourgeois abstraction which is used

 when convenient for ‘world - .
-revolution’. It is a practical truth .
flowing out of our understanding of

Trotsky did not exclude‘%

the world revolutionary process. -
Yet your editorial 1713 ;
‘rejected the right of the' Af;llllna:m
masses to decidé on the issue of *' - ¢
‘Soviet occupation, instead offenng
them a choice: éither fight : :
alongside nnpcnalism or support the
Soviet occupation. Why? Becasise .
. the editorialist seems to have no.
faith in the capacity of the. Afghan
.masses to destroy a ruling class -
' funded and armed by the CIA.
Then there is our pmsrammuc
- und -of Stalinism; Anyone -
would think the Soviet bumumcy
"could bring socialism to .
* Afghanistan. Actually, many -
- comrades- do. After all, they say,
i!?Ok what happened in Eastern

urope.
- What has happened in Eastern
Europe? There is a

- economy Gn itself progra;nvhi) and "

there is also a mighty-pop!
 hatred of the Soviet Union. In the ~
-1940s the workers of Poland or
Czechoslovakia were a thousand -
times more committed tlt:gn thtletey A
struggle for socialism are
~ today. Today millions of working -
class Poles hail the Pope. The R
working class.is demoralised,
disorganised. In the 1940s, the
‘Czechoslovak workers were a i
powerful buffer against any - -
imperialist moneeuvres. And: toéay? T
You must be joking. = ;

- That’s why we say the Sovn:t;
bureaucracy is counter- .

- revolutionary: it systenmucally

destroys the workers’ basic -

~ Tesources for ‘constructing socialism’”
— their creative initiative, their class |

consc:ous:less and self-orgamsanon, )

‘even while ovenurmng capztalm o

relations, . '
- The Afghan masses face two .-

enemies: imperialism and feudal

- reaction on one hand and the

_ Kremlin on the other. Both seek to
prevent the Afghan masses from
deciding their own fate. Both must’
be opposed. The tactical qutsnon is
how — not whether — these. two -
struggles are linked.

-A definite answer totlns tactical

. problem of the forms of the dual

struggle requires lmowledge that we
don’t have: for example, the

attitude of the workers and peasants
to the Kremlin-Karmal regime, the -
programme ‘of thiis regime, the
masses’ relation to the overtbtown
Amin regime. -

. Some comrades fatuously - -
preténd to know that the Afghan

masses welcomed the Soviet army as * -

liberator, This doesn’t seem to be

the view of the Kremlin or Karmal.
Why no govemment-orgamsed mass. .

demonstrations in support-of the -

. Soviet ‘liberators’? Why have Somet -

troops kept a ‘low profile’ even in -
Kabul? et
But we don t know for sure. We

_ - cannot lay down the key agitational
- slogan for Marxists in Afghanistan.

But we must be clear about the
principle that the Afghan masses
must decide on the issue of Soviet .. .
troops. And our own programmatic. -
stand must be clear: not the Soviet .-

- high command but mass .
mobilisation aided by the world
working class is the only road to .

- socialism in Afghanistan.

And we shouldri’t be pamcked

by our own failure to wage a

serious struggle against NATO and
against the Anglo-American -~ .
aggressive drive in the third world ==~ -
into telling the Afghan people to do T
what the Kremlin wants. - - o
ngVER MACDONALD Lomlon
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\filma

. Ey Carl Gardner

MOST ﬁlms reviewed in Socialist Challengc are
commercial films for a ‘mass audience’ of
passive, isolated consumers. These are films

suppress ambiguity, stiﬂe contradiction —
films with - one dominant, often crudely-
- hed . meaning. In short

" commodities which rule out any degree of

- - syrely an important part of any 'socialist
strategy, in politica], social or cultural struggle?

is part' of another film-making practice in

British independent cinema, which sees film as

part of a- pelitical process ralller than as a
‘ ‘finished product. )

Critical

"Made by the Film & History Project over

the space-of three years for £18,000 (one-third

" !he cost of 3 TV commercial), it is a film which
is critical in every sense, challenging ail the
common film-going assumptions about the role
of the audience, about the distinction between
documentary and ﬁcnon. about history, sbout
authenticity, about the iradition of narrative in

popular; it does look and sound radically
- different; its 135 minutes to demand attention

“Based in part on rescarch done by members
of Ruskin History Workshop, Song of the Shirt

is ostensibly about wemen garmerit-workers in
London inm

itself

puve
- Aworkmgchss

History

' these sewing-women boeth by ° their

were they seen? How do we ‘know’ them?
eyes and pens of (mainly male) observers,

commenting from particular class positions,
from within competing ideologies. There are

'By Jenny Flintoft

BESCRIBED as nostaigic
. romance’ by the Londen
magnzine Time Out, this film
of Miles Frankland’s autobio-
graphical novel ‘is actually

class and poverty in turn-of-
the-century Australia.

" Unromantic . Sybylla, a spot
clearly visible on her ‘unmade-up

“once-beautiful mother, oppressed by
.an unsatisfactory marriage to a-man
. ‘beneath her’, considers Sybylla
‘plain and useless’.

Her sudden unexpected move to
her rich grandmother’s house merely
substitutes one set of restrictions for
another. Now Sybylla is expected to
conform to her grandmother’s
. expectations of how a young lady
should behave. ‘

‘Beautiful
Helen, her aunt — perfectly
beantiful, totally controlled, anxious

dﬁperately empty life) — is the only
she is

“about women’s: oppress:on,

cheek, lives in dreary poverty. Her -

‘never to -offend (and leading a.

offered Trapped

between the two worlds of her native
poverty and the stifling opulence of
her grandmotheér’s house, Sybylla
struggles to realise her potential.

Independence
Her irreverent = -assertions - of
_independence, coupled with apparent
conformity to her grandmother’s
standards — she wears pretty dresses,

- a servant brushes her hair a hundred

times a day, etc. — make the film very
funny. She tricks the rich young heir
to- a neighbouring property into
thinking her a servant, and then
rejoices in his discomfiture when he
realises his behaviour has been
inappropriate for a woman of her
social class {or, at any rate, her
grandmother” 5).

After receiving a patronising
marriage proposal from the fatuous
English jackaroo, she ditches him in
the middle of the bush, leaving him
with four miles to walk in tight boots.
Funniest of all is when, as she sits
demurely under a tree in a flowing
-dress, the same jackaroo advances
bearin® flowers. She receives them
graciously, simpering affectedly —
only to chuck them contemptuously
in the lake as he disappears.

But if the jackaroo -arouses only

not even any ‘anthentic’ voices, first-hand

1

which resolve ‘problems’, restore harmony,

" they,  are -

democracy or productive participation —

- Song of the Shlrt is not that kind of film. It

the cinema. Itis not designed to be immediately -

“and involvement on the part of the audiénce -

the. 18405 and the radical-
background of Owenissn - and - Chartism is
which they found themselves. It also concerns .
with™ fhe bourgeois response to their .
ligll(" ‘the- beginnipgs of philanthropic and: -
institutions fo aliéviate the worst
(amd rebellious resentment) of the -

But beyond this it is a film about the telling
of history, about the social construciion of .

contemporaries and historians today. For how-

Everything we leam about them is through the -

utthe

elllng of hlstory

accounts of  their conditions. their feelings,
their aspirations or their culture. And even if
there were, would they be any more ‘truthful’?
i Denying the audience any such privileged,
essential ‘truth’, the film evokes the complex
and shifting elemenls which went to creste their
historical representation: the romantic,
fitillating stories in the Chartist press; vast legal
. and medical investigations by the state; reports
"By the bourgeois philanthropists; and' the
_debates of the political establishment, to whom

. they were a dangérous source of physical and

political ‘disease’.

Prostitutes

" For exainple, they were reputed to double as

. . prostitiites in the slack season. How much of
. this reputation was the production of repressive
malé famtasy and  voyeuristic lmaginalion is
impossible to say. ‘Truth’, history, fantasy and

ideology, the film snggests are closer than we

think,

Song of the Shirt equally denies its audlelce
2 cosy niche in some accepled style and form,
-slipping episodically from written and spoken
texis to naturalistic reconstructions of the day;
from improvised modern-dress sequences to
formalised essays using still pllotographs and
graphics. One fascinating device is. the use of
.filmed video sequences on monitors, which
- constantly work to break up- the illasion of
naturalised authenticity. On. the souad-track,
100, - feminist musician Lindsay Cooper has
taken 19th century songs and sounds snd
reworked them so that they are firmly part of
the present’s retelling of thiat past — the present
with all its- own partial sad Inslorieslly .lpocﬂit

: jChallengmg

. - This is an impammﬂdehalkngilgth.
- See it, discuss it, critichse it, work on it. You
. migy Bever see cinemia snd histary in quite the
same light again.

) *Song of the Shirt s curtently showing nightly at the
ICA cinema in London until Thursday 6 March in a
season of films concerned with the represeniation of

the working class (01-930 3647 for details). Future

"bookings include . Sheffield, Oxford; -Coventry,

guol:]hester, Bath, Darlington, Skegness, Bolton,
in. :

It can be rented for showings from The Other
Cinema, 12/13 Little Newport Street, London Wi
(01-735 8508/9). Further lnformanon and requesis
for atcompanying speakers to Film & History
Project, 68 Montague Mansions, Crawford Stuet,
W1 (01-935 2719) :

contemipt, f with the m
- ‘eligible’” h& -awakens her ‘séxmal

feelings — a&nd a-desire in him to
possess her-legally. However Sybylla,
though aroused, is unwilling to be
hemmed in by marriage, isolated out
in the bush.

" Further dramatic changes in her
circumistances ensue, quite out of her
control. The end of the film sees her
struggling to gain some command of
her own life. Giving the rich young
heir his final rejection, she sceks
freedom theough writing.

conclusions it draws arc that the
individual, acting in isolation, st
make her/his own escape by
controlling personal destiny.
Nevertheless, it brillianddy
highlights some of the problems of
women’s oppression, and no feminist
could fail to find it fascinating. Yo
would have to be exceptionally

g perverse not to enjoy it.
i

* My Brilliant Career is showing rightly
- at the Screen on the Hill, 203 Haverstock
Hill, London NW3 (tel 435 3366) (Bdnn

. : Park tube).
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By John Hum

THE BLACK people of *
»-Zimbabwe have been fighting a
Chimiirenga — & war of national

liberation — against th ' whites

conquered . the country, and it

happens that the British general who
crushed the npnsing was called -~

Carrington. -+ .
A contemporary noted: ‘[t is in his
physical - accomplishments ~ that

development is very: small.

defeated: “in-:
Camngton who.

Carrington persuaded the nationalist

fighters to agree to in the Lancaster.

House settlement.

_ . Carrington’s intentions were plam
enough. He wanted to head off the -

revolutlonary implications of the war
in Zimbabwe.

The days of the Mu.zorewa regtme
were numbered, and the increasing
radicalisation of the nationalist

militarits could have led to the

formation of a government prepared

to. expropriate British - economic .

interests.

Hence the plan for a British- -

organised election. There is no doubt
that the Lancaster House settlement
represents a considerable setback for
the Zimbabwe people.

The elections are being ‘observed’
by armed British and Rhodesian racist
troops. A fifth of the seats in the new

parliament have been reserved for,
whites, and these have-already been .
won by:lan Smith’s Rhodesian Front. = -

Fraud

- The election is largely being
conducted by the existing civil service
of the racist state. There is no voters’
roll, 5o there is a strong possibility of
fraud by the Muzorewa. regime.

While the Rhodesian army and
police are fuily mobilised and able to

Carrington principally shines, and in " {
compatison- 1o -them -his - menial 8

This tile lmpcnahsm stmds t0. be ._
babwe, - the

Zimbabweahs are presently gOing -
to ‘the polls, under “terms whick:

‘Help!
YOU  know ~ that
search around to find a scrap of

something down.
That’s been us for the past

supplies donated by readers. Any
kind of paper will do, so long as

annoying |
experience when you have tof
paper when you want to note

week. We’ve run out of the paper |

it’s blank on one side. Many- «:g»

thanks.

roam thecountry atWJH the Patriotic
Front gucrillas remain at assembly
points, under the supervision of
British troops. And just to help out,
450 British police officers — well
nced- at dealing with black

experience

people —have bgen sent over. -

.~ The.. British governor, Lord

Soames, has done his best to distupt -
in the glection: ZANU.

since it played a greater role than

ZAPU it the military struggle, its

members would not so easily be
pérsuaded to accept a neo-colonial

~ solution which serves the interests of

the whites. That’s why ZANU has
been Soames’ main target.

The governor has allowed . the

Rhodesian army. to_ kill - ZANU

- guerillas who have refused to go to the
- assembly. points. He has not lifted a
finger to stop the shooting and bomb _

. attacks on ZANU leaders, which are
almost certainly the work of the racist |

. army.

Elite
A car which blew up prematureiy

in Salisbury earlier this month casried
two .membkrs of -the -Selous Scouts, . -

‘tlie elite of the-Rhodesian army, on
- their way-t0 plant a bomb.

Last Sunday two paeoplé wete"

lhemdfmcfmem

. intimidation In that area.

“lies with

killed when they planted & bomb in

‘the .offices of the Mambo Press in

Gwelo.. The production manages, a
Catholic said it was most

missionary;
.probably&eworkofthem

war of national liberation’
Even one of the British election
supervisors, responsible - for the

Mount Darwin area, has said that
Soames is lying when the latter
claimed that- ZANU is carrying out
And the
Daily Telegraph reporter, no friend of
the nationalist forces, saki that -none
of the main political parties has been

prevented . from _campaigning in the

area.

The mpenahsts hopc principally
-a- coalition government
dominated by “Joshua Nkomo’s
ZAPU.. Nkomo has links with the
riulti-national Lonrho and has shown

his “willingness. to go along thh »

-Soames’ plalts.
But Robert Mugabe’s ZANU is

:.hkely to- ‘poll- the largest vote, and - -
amxtmsb Mmbe has stated that his-

Wwﬂ&emm"am hmhymmuwm 3MUWSQ,IMN1 mnmm[mlmmmn Loaﬁonl!:z.

tair , ““basic. needs. The drift of events is
Chzmurcnga —a-,‘FOtwd wim the .

It is Bﬁush imperialism wh:ch

_built the racist state in Zimbabwe, It ~ -
exploited and massacred Zimbabwe’s
people. Andltxsnowattmhy
any means possible to maintais its

*Who’s who in the elections, and -~
British . imperia.linm s  record im -

Debate: ‘The Crlsls and»
- the Future of the Left’
SSeart Hotand, Hiary %i'é.ﬁ‘&"r‘.g»‘,‘t“’{:%é‘"ﬁf'

m 17 March, 7. 30pm

Cmtral Hali, Mﬁnster, London SW1

" For tickets send £1 plussae to: '
Swalmcmuenge(l)ebate) 328 UpperStreet London Nl

: rds massive social struggles and




