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By John Parkinson, secretary of
Preston Trades Councﬂ (in personal
capacity)

THE economic pundits have
predicted that in 1981 a further
800,000 people will join the dole

queues.
Ten years ago 800,000 was the

total number unemployed, and even
that flgure was ‘described, at the
time, as ‘Britain’s shame'.

If 800,000 was a Len Murray is wheeled
cause for ‘shame’, just out to plead with the
what  -the hell is Tory government to
3,000, 0002 For that is change course.
how many are expected Thatcher has no-in-
to be on the official  yention of doing that.
unemployed register by Her Cabinet reshuffle
the end of the year. has removed soueces of

: As each new set of embarassing criticism of
* statistics is announced her policies and streng-

way to fight back in
1980. The BPC jour-
nalists occupying against
redundancies, and the
National Union = of
Seamen members occu-
pying the Ulster Queen
to protect their jobs are

thened the right- wing
monetarists.

Nor . will reasoned.
discussion with That-
cher’s new  personal
economic advisor, Pro-
fessor Alan Walters, of-
fer anything- but cold

comfort to. workers in showing “the way for
1981. : 1981.
.< S - < ° The PUC Week of

Action called for 4-11
April must be beefed up.
The TUC leaders are
more - concerned with
their public image than
the misery and poverty
of the jobless. They are
trying to avoid any in-

In.a recent radio in-
terview  Walters  sug-
gested that Britain might
need a ‘dose of medicine’
of the sort administered
by Dr. Hjalmar Schacht
in Germany in 1923 or by

General Pinochet in dustrial action or demon-
Chile in 1975. Schacht strations in work time
later became = Hitler’s during the Week of Ac-
economic and financial tion.

expert! Regional demonstra-

It was the Gardner’s tions called during the
workers who showed the® week should be used to

build up fighting unity

against the Tories like

the massive Labour Par-"

ty demonstration = in
Liverpool last Novem-
ber.

The next Labour
Party demo is called for
21 February in Glasgow.
It is expected to be a
massive show of working
class  hostility to the
Tories. Already support
is coming in from outside
Scotland. The North
West TUC are sending
up two ‘train loads of
supporters.

And the biggest event
of all in 1981 will be a
giant Liverpool to Lon-
don march sponsored by
the North West TUC,
starting on May Day.

‘Officials sell out BL
‘workers again

‘Pat Hickey, TGWU shop steward
Rover Solihull.
AFTER the vote to return to work by 1,500
Longbridge strikers on Sunday it is being
suggested that Michael Edwardes give his
knighthood jointly to Moss Evans and
Terry Duffy. <
The Longbridge works commlttee
deserves an OBE. :

This will not be a Jar-
row March pleading for
no cuts in benefits, but a
tidal wave of anti-Tory
anger descending on
London and passing
through some of the
worst_hit areas of the
country.

Every town on the
route should set up the
broadest possible sup-
port/reception commit-
tees 'based on trades
councils, Labour parties
and, most importantly,
joint shop stewards com-
mittees. Industrial action
and demonstrations on
the route should- be
organised. -

The demand of all
this action must be for
the TUC to stop talk-
ing and to organise to
bring this government ,
down.

J

The victory for BL
management was due entire-
iy’ to the weak - and
vacillating leadership pro-
vided by these union
leaders.

The strikers had been
threatened with sacking and
the closure of BL if they
maintained their strike on
the re-opening of the plant
last Monday.

Violence

They were told that their
{'obs would be done by scab
abour and that the victimis-
ed  workers. were ring-
leaders in mob violence. But
as they demonstrated in ac-
tion; ~ the strikers were
prepared to face up to all of
this. All they wanted was
firm leadership.

What they got was duck-
ing* and  diving from a
leadership that has buckled
before management’s bully-
ing every time.

In the face of all
management’s threats, the
union leaders  made no
recommendation to  Sun-
day’s mass meeting. The
Birmingham Evening Mail
knows a weakness when it
sees one: ‘It’s a free vote’
ran the banner headline.

Inquiry

Grenville Hawley, the
TGWU automotive leader,
explained: = ‘Any other
course would he irrespon-
sible’.

strikers - were: go back to
work while an inquiry takes
place or stay out for an in-
quiry with an mdependent
chairperson.

At the Longbridge joint
shop stewards meeting, held
on Sunday immediately
before the mass meeting, a
move to get -the shop
stewards to make a recom-
mendation was ruled out of

‘order. Less thana hundred

of the 700 shop stewards at-
tended the meeting. °

Sacked

rhe attendance at the
mass meeting was 5-600 of
the strikers. The vote was
2-1 in favour of returnifg to
work.

The inquiry will now
take three to four weeks to
examine the evidence. In the
meantime the eight workers,
including four shop
stewards, will remain sack-
ed, and it will be very dif-
ficult to re-start any action
after the inquiry.

Management has
therefore won an important
victory in this fresh' round
of attacks on shopfloor
organisation at BL. The
already weakened - shop
stewards organisation in
Longbridge has suffered
another blow.

Fraud

Mlhtams in Longbridge
must see '1e construction of
an alternative leadership as
a crucial task in the coming
months. Between now and
the end of the inquiry we
have to fight to retrieve the
ground the leadership has
lost us.

In the coming weeks
every BL plant will be
regularly leafleted by the
Leyland Action Committee
exposing the inquiry as a

.nd f£3:fraud and demanding that
wn~:he leadership leads.

The committee will
do everything possible
to prepare for action.

alternatives given to the

wapdiL
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. New polarisation
revealed by Tory
shuffle

G,

- Cabinet ministers by Thatcher is an

Sential stiffening ©f the govern-

' ment’s ranks before the big class ba
98t . - »

les of 1¢ : ‘
" The.need for such a purge ‘started ‘to
become clear at the time of the ’
“ tion of British Industry confe
CBl leader Terence Backett cal
ight against the gov

tain's.bosses began to-doubt the capaci

inflict a”sti g

he Tory administration to ir
feat on the labour movement. = T
¢ At- that point the . “sacrifices ' that. the,
-bosses had been willing to .make for the

gher aim of defeating the labour movement -

became more and.more painful, -

This realisation dawned with the failure of
the Tories to.inflict a rapid defeat on the .

steelworkers during the strike of last year.

of -Gardner's workets have confirmed that
the Tories are finding the going rough.
Even the events ot the last fortnight at’

" appalling leadership which Leyland workers
have laboured under they have been prepared

Michat.al, Eidw’ardes.f .
Capitalism

ment that has concerned Thatcher's backers
in big business has been the leftward shift in
the 'Labour Party. Fhatcher's constant and
open - defence _of capitalism and profits, -
“whatever the human cest, has raised the
stakes higher and higher for many thousands

0 MNOIXINg ReOQDIS

it was this danger that Leader of the |
House, Norman St John-Stevas, was referr--
"ing to ‘in- his indirect attacks-on ‘Thatcher's
type of rhetoric when he pleaded for a return _
to “traditional Tory social concerns’. He was -
sacked. R r

_"'The concern over the shift to the left in the
Labour Party is not because big business ex-
pects that a future Labour government wili -
jact to abolish.capitalism. But 'captains of in-
- dustry” are aware of the expectations which

| are constantly being raised in the steel works,

-the mines and the railways that the Labour-
-Party will support their resistance to the Tory

 attacks, and will introduce a programme in

-government to reverse the effects of the Tory ~
rdvages.. s L L

Desperate
- Thatiswhy these developments inside the |
- Labour ‘Party “are not separate’ from' or
counterposed to the struggle at the point-of :
production; they boost them. This is why the
ruling class is frightened of the developments
inside ‘the ‘party and why it will go to
-desperate lengths to hait them. This includes

dcking campaigis by the right wing, from ,
‘the " Social ' ‘Democratic Alliance to - Roy

‘Mason, to split 'theviﬁprlt’yr.-‘ :

W hese manoeuvres are puny at pre-
sent they contain a real threat for the future,
particularly in the context of changes in the.
electoral system which some Tory leaders are
'said to be actively considering. ==~ -

Those leaders of the fabour ‘movement
who -propose a strategy of pressurising the |
Tories to ‘change their policies’; ¢an draw lit- -
tle encouragement from the Tory reshuffle. -
.. Only the'blind are intapable of seeing that
the government, far from changing its
policies, is preparing to implement them with
renewed force. ’ - T

That is why the aim of ahy/ deferisive |
struggle against -the  Tories must be to -
remove the government.. . . .

The massive demonstration’ in Liverpool .
on 29 November last year revealed the . power
that can be harnessed by united action of the
trade unions and the Labour Party. As the
Tories try to mend-their i zray, that power.
should be-used in a syst8mitic way 1o kick
the Tories out in 1981. -7 s )
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ialist weekly.

THE DROPPING 'af‘;‘thjgée senior

“ Subsequent ‘events” in the docks, the
resistance by the firefighters and the victory

British Leyland have proved that despite the |

to trade blow for blow wiﬂ%ory glamour boy

But perhaps the most dangerous develop-

-and-causing damage to:cars
- and equipment. ¢ - -

Revolt ~

T DI,
Socialist Challengg si-ganuarﬂw ;‘ngez

By Mick Dale e s
'NONE of those dismissed,” says Jim
_the - eight:
Longbridge workers sacked over the -
_tevolt.on 21 November, ‘hag any illu-
~sions or enthusiasm about an inquiry
| of any sort, even | '
afraid of an inquiry b o
. Denham, who is & shop steward, was

Denham, . one

of  the -

hou

speaking - just before the mass meeting

_which voted for a return to work last Sunday
‘morning. ST B

that an inquiry could be a

management will be-able to

get .away with ‘whatever it

wants on this‘question.’. .
Afcording - to-' BL

 managemert, those dismiss-
ed were the ringleaders of'a -

sriot-which took place when
workers angered at lay-offs
marched :through' parts of
Longbridge,  reputedly br-
inging. production to.a halt

-~ That. there was a.spon-
taneous -outburst: of .anger
on':21-November. is- not -in:
dispute. The reason for the
revolt.canbe found in what
is known as the .Edwardes’:

plan, a-92-page document .
considered by the workforce.

to bea slaves’.charter.

- *Jim ‘Denham” explains;. .

‘There has " .been  con-
siderable. resistance to, the .

| plan at - Longbridge, par-

ticularly in CAB 1, the sec-

where we have been.having
battle.over, manp-, ,

- "He added: ““We "know .
way of sabotaging the strike -

. and of making sure that at
-the end of the day BL

"+ the revolt were lay-offs a

ang. levels, mobility of
lTabour, -and 'the generally
appalling conditi(')n§ in that

area.’ |

" “What has ‘under-pinned
the 30 per cent rise in pro-

- ductivity over the past year

“are the methods of the Ed-

- -wardes’ plan —-the assault.

-on living standards, work-

ing_conditions, .and union :
. organisation. And manage-

ment still wants more,

* . Even the national press,
which - fully : backs. = Ed-
‘wardes, has “hinted ‘at the -
‘causes 'of ‘the -episode . at

- "CAB 1: The Daily Star, for

example, . called it ‘a riot
bornof frustration’, !

‘The immediate causes of . .

‘fast - disappearing - "bonus
‘When the workers first mai

Yo}
- .ched"off ‘the line they tried’ .~
¢ to see Jack Adams, the con-’

venor, but he ‘was at"a’

meeting with -management .

signing the 6.8:per cent pay
-rise which’ameunts to a 10%"
" per cent cut in real wages. -

*  ‘Management has used - -

‘impressive . standards - of
Justice’in the ‘inquiry. which

- resulted . in - the .sackings...’
tion" that" 'was. on. strike, -

‘Evidence was submitted by
‘anonymous witnesses, all of .

O A R o

gh we are not

..committee.

u;""ij\"“’ L

Sackgd‘\:l.ﬁohgbr’i'dge; steward says:

' Jim Denham.

‘visors, or foremén, '

- One of the stewards was
dismissed-for holding an un-
constitutional. meeting. He

.-hadin fact stood on a bench -

and - tried ‘to. urge the
" ‘workers. not: tocause un-
necessary 'damage “and to

behave in an orderly. mans -
= mer.“The other, - stewards

played the same role. . .
o The:‘response to  'the

taneoirs .walkout ' by the

nightshift'in - CAB 1; the"

works" committee failed to'-
“‘call for section meetings and
- did not even bother to con-.~

vene the joint shop stewards

When

walked . out ‘arid: this ‘was.

, them . 3 ;anagers, . , super.—“{'(?b{qbé.bl)hdeq’sim in.winn--. =
R : [ESTI : ° - ~ 3 . -

A .
¥ [HVRVEE N

“put y
"-operation into top gear, and
“ the media described how
" disastrous the strike was for
the Metro, " - = .~ :

;'sackings By union ‘officials -
at” ‘every level hds  been -
-disastrous.” Despite a spon- -

the = dismissals -
wel . confirmed “on 15
- December; CAB" 1" again

. RPN

4

“ing official backing for the
- dispute from the TGWU. .
“:Meanwhile management

“'its " strike-breaking

Jimr ‘Denh_érhv says: “BL

'management knows thatif it
takes certdin union officials' *+
1o what’s ‘been “called the
edge of " the. ‘precipice and -

show theih over the edge —
what: it would mean if they

closed- 'Leyland "down - - ¢

they 'know. that “those. of-
ficials “'would - be" - too

frightened to ‘make a fight’
~ of " anything, * while the -
members by now have had -

just. about enough ‘of -that

‘kind of tregtment.’

Deriham continues:. ‘If

we lose this fight it-will have
a very . demoralising effect -
o sthe fight over "dl} the

.. people

other questions in BL, -

‘It will also be'a blow to
the shop stewards organisa-
tion.- A lot of stewards will
be. . frightened. people. 1 .
suspect-we’ll- find stewards
resigning. - You -may- find

“whole areas of the factory

where no one is even willing -
to take a stewards job. -

“-“One.of the reésons why

“the company’ dismissed: us
“was to_say. to any shop

steward: “‘If'we can do these
on -such  flimsy
evidence and trumped up
charges, we can do you on
almost "anything we ~want .

‘when. and  w erever it
~pleases us,” and get away
with it”’, B v e

" ‘They are throwing

- down the dgauntlet to

the " whole - shop-.

-,/ stewards mgvement.’

L e
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. QOFS‘ and plantsnxgs col

0 lone in facmg this P oble' - '
C ryﬂgr tg:’orpoirlatnon, gﬂiéﬁw,“;%lgfg ce ;Yllacl{;::&? pro-
S-on aid trom. the US -of the market which was growing
hats 1‘2«13 perscent-a year in thc
boom ear

on it is rehkelythatth:
. mar] wil shnnk Cut—thng‘l

!eal_slant mdeed i
watc the “emplayers

ch-other. But in" this
: rijties are ‘the working
‘and it is our _gobs, wor

The call for import controfs ta solve unampla iont is a'rec:pa foraxportmg
; unamployment to workers ab oad. dn th » prcturas above American auto

Ya plant and mach:
_ y the sarplus from : , X
i RO h des’ of labour by the -DOF ;'. e orking
cm!tsc. suchastepisalong - “ahead . with  clesure Working class. F t“ght they duck-st
: wa{ from present reality,  threats; all of BL shoum_ pmauy whm mtm the employers
soaahsts must point to - he occupied and support - : threaten to “emplo always come
. "should ‘be "sought from.- 'w;thhol s?mm from BL if. . -back for more
the test of the. WO"klﬂQ “the’ workers misbehave, we, Thﬂ m" road that

“class, “: = should raise the demand for

“We also need the leader- Detall o Jobs nm bombs. The Torics will deftmdi the h:'to':f
: ot e 1 ship . to implement union- £5bn on .ing-class i t
‘explain e is. Fhat is . conference’ polictes and “In-BL"we also need to o moiey should - class ‘struggle, and as
‘why we say no redundancies . fight for a ‘35-hour week . kmw in - detail - the "com- - o thewogrmnmg of : the crisis deepens the

nd call f(’)l‘- work- ~sharing " HOW. Such'a olicy: would . pagy’s. forward plans and worksto rovidé jobs:
R th rio loss Of PaY.. i ogive e ﬁgfmgxg lead to the nks with the banksand - lﬁmgp Mgh . ‘:voﬂ? al‘l';t alternative
h : t --workers: all_over .the counX *finance houses’ Nigh'cream ighting programmie. | ine
ording to cannot- mdintany' jobs. then » ' try.<Of.course, this-would - off “any 'surplus’ that BL such as this could reach out vital to a sucudd
Moss Evans t them pay the price,.not unle,ash a mas‘sfve econornic generates So linked to these to workers in other secnons struggle ’
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The “special
ference ~on’ ‘electing
the party leader takes
place ‘on 24 January.

ideal method. is -not “being -
put before conference. -

Sowhat's the best op-
tion to advance the left‘s
ﬁght for: defmocracy?

The way the_conferen
" is  stryctured:
muinerous possible variants,
soit’s impossible to Say tha
lfthere s on

E of opuon
put- forward by
3 AUEW, e

_ unions more votes than the
- constituency. ‘prties; .
the third - option = gives

. around 40 per cent to the =

* anions and 30 per cent each

1 tothesonstrtuenc:es and the :

“gon- THE Labaur Partys specla/ rui
- leader takes place on 24 January. S

What wo ld be the .
oo ‘way - the -method of electing the

: xsbeu!dbecbangad, menght _

and'--,_:

~didate;in the next el tmn?
* ~but he could also go.on to. be
- elected Archbrshop :
' “Cariterbury, .
. Mastermind: champwn and

win the Eurovrsmn Song

" Contest.

become o

lfthat soundshkean ex- . 2

he”
- .believes-that not :only could
he dcfeat a Labour can-

conference .on the election of -the

October’s Labour conference decided t

should no - be Iulled by Mtchael ;

- tion as party leader into letting up /mthe
_fight for democracy. Socialist Ch

allenge

5 talked &) Dulw:ch Labour counc:lfor Caro

né . person, - vote™

- 'system has problems akin to

t 0se: of. the_ secret-ballot in
he’

really involved: Deriiocrac

isn’t just " a . question.. o
. abstract ‘forms, but-of re

al
he following:

ob;ecnons to this’ ‘proposal :
First; who is puttin

S proposaL forward

. would- snll give the decisiv
 say to-the MPs. The secon

. because it gives equal weight.
to the constituencies and the’

. wmHons. In my view any elec- - -

: toral college must-reflect the

-organisational” -

strength of the labour move-
- ment — its industrial ‘wing.
1 So “of the. basrc oatlons. the

variant is also a problem. .

Rank and Flle
- Mobilising
Commrttee Rally

(also sponsored by ‘Tribune’)
Fnday23January7 30pm
(Doors open 7pm).

- Central Hall, Westmmster
1. Tickets50p . "
Speakers: Tony Benn, Eric Heffer,
Arthur Scargill, lan Mikardo, Reg :
Race.” - oy

right wing, the people wha

--are opposed to any change :
~That

should “~'make

suspicious to begin with,
“Second,: there are many:

practical " problems: — it:

would " be a: very . iong- ,1
expensive- .

winded" .- and
system, ‘But. the important
objections invalve the possi-

.-ble abuses of such a system:.
s (4 would

mvrte an

' Socialist Challenge '8 January 1981 Page 4

~elections
- secret. ballot just how. effec-
- ~otive  the” .press-are at .pro-
-, moting .
- didates,-

They wﬁl be open to all

“the. pressures of the media.

We’ve ‘seen in some union- -

‘which’ have the

nght-wmg can-

The fight for democracy

‘invthe Labour Party is fun-

damentally a fight about ac-
countability to:the member--

‘ -ship;-But the leadership.can
: on y be made accoungable 10, -

Should Tony Benn
challenge Michael' Foot
for the leadership of the
party. when the electoral

college is established? - ..

Definitely. Micha® Foot
is leader because of the shift.
to-the left in the party, but *

- he doesn’t represent the left

~— look how he’s retreating
on unilateral nuclear disar-
mament for .example. Foot
was ~ &lected’ -as leader

.. because . some' right-wing

-and ‘centre’ MPs decided he
as the best bet for heading -

"off Benn and the left.

Now - the left needs.to

- resume_ the fight* for its ;'
. polrcncs, .

and... that ‘means. -

Benn should. definitely chai
ays Dulwich éouncillor Carol Turner i
fighting for a leader. who*

leadership,

really represents the gains-of

last year's party conference o

Tony ‘Benn

: Some people ‘on the'
~left oppose a system for

the leader which
biggest ‘say to

electin
gives ¢

3 the unions. What's your.
- -view of the block vote?

The huge strength of the

‘unions is a basic fact of life

that thé left will ignore at its,
peril. I give you an'exam-

- plefrom my ownexperience -

in Dulwich.: Here, a right-

7 wmg couple o Bob and -

N

" to -send - delegates. to ‘the

“ed out to:be right- wingers . -

. always "use their. streng(h

a
cguvocal dissenter: from th
— Roy:-Masonhimself.

st after- lie. 1é
laiined that his.
‘ Notthern Ire

made -him “mtematmnally il
respected. and. . admired’.’
Just.where, mtemauonally,

it “could be’ asked Chile?

" Certainly Mason. has his -
international lit

: come drrectly from NATO :
When Mason. was Misister
Defencg under: Harold

oot for the Labo.

Helen. . Eadie™ —" have

- organised to'iget local unions ~ -~ Labour-

- unions, yo
;- the right'wing in the unions.
- There’s another “problem

general ‘management com-
_mittee of the consmucncy
party. .

‘Many of these have turn- :

from the EEPTU of which
Bob Eadie is an. official. As. -
a result the political: com:--
plexion of the GMT is mov-
ing*to the right; The left as
to organise its forces in the
unions, or. the _right "will

_. ‘conumitteed¥
; Far . from breaking the

- and the Labour "Party, - 1
.- think "that the- ‘left. . should
here.. - positively fight in NALGO

S [0 no ,good trying-to.

-

.got to: fight.

.« the left faces here. Some of ’
our left-wing acuvrsts arein”
‘white . collar - unions’ that
‘aren’t even affiliated to the:

Labour Party, so they can’t

E -exact. .outcome. .
send delegates to the general :

- must continue -to keep. up“‘."‘
. the pressure to imake ‘syre .-

links _between - the unions

and m»the— NUT«foraft" lia-= -

“tion “to. the Labour. Party: -
:Democracy and. thg leﬂ can:.
- only gain. . - -

Whatdoyouthmkwrll‘j‘ S
'be’ the outcome of; the S
) conference? R

It'is dlfﬁcult 10 see the

‘that the spirit ‘of the party.

~conference ‘decision is: car-

ried out — and:that means_

:taking the decisive say-on .

the leadership oul of -the -

+hands ‘of the MPs:

The left = -




A : d o Ty cuts talu
. the form of a reduction in centn
‘. government ' support for loca
v authomy spending. There are tou
.~ main aspects:

S % A one per cent cut in the wtal govern
:inent contnbunorr to- 1ocal aut omy spen
- ding e
: * A huge redxstnbunon ‘of the. govern
g ment rate'support grant away from poor innes
“cityareas towards the wealthier  cities” and
mral areas.’
T A cut averagmg
swernmem contribution®

i support for the Housing
‘estm it Pr&grame This. will almost cer-

ng.
akeady begun bemg a on
For-Lambeth cot cxl the. HIP allowanpe
has been -cut fi ~for .

didingup:..
“The Trausport and-
: g General - Workers~ Union
; P N ‘ _.§-. -region. number . one are
:!f:t“:lfe?wad o ‘ N bacﬁkmg the.. fggglerextlﬁe as
: wi
'fight .That's what we g.. . S b b g Lam?,‘ém"“‘_’
1 : fast e of. montbs we've g AUEW, ,
- séen that if you have a go at the govern- | = NALGO UCATF and the
.ment. | gradually back down. So. . | GMWU." . :
wewa dois have bashattham = ,,
k lling fo ’ cppon
- workers calling for su
5 for their week gf action star-
> ting on 2 February.
. “The conference will also.
. .flge asked to. bmld suppa't
or o n

, ng IR
: standard housing and the " thbse
. Fories are’ giving grants of -
"£11;500 to private contrac-
S tors o renovate old-houses
~-and then sell them to private.
; landisrds: who  will
But what they don’t telt yoi ; extomonatc rents
. that cit’s' the “memiber: :
: res that have

ttee, Lambeth
London SWZ




Prospects for the
economy m 1981

" further pro:ectsa ‘decline
- economic activityin 1981 by
; as much again asin 1980~ © ™"
; . T T o . a 10 per _cent drop. in’
. L LI ; facturing output.- g :
By Brian Gmgan . , is the background of the mal"l“;le facts arc. that “tfle'
“ L ; took an orgy of de-stoc]
.MARGARET Thatcher chose New Year's Xf"’?‘t'h‘e“ef,s{:;‘, b';‘;:';,',ggg /economy is in_danger of _The Department of Indust

Ty .

: : f control: the the
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By Des Tlerney

A CALL to make 1981 Y
the ‘Year of the
Fightback’ was made by .
Jimmy Milne, general
E secretary of the Scot-
g tish TUC, in a New Year

: succsssful tac; - jore “at the mant Portf

mage to Scottish By Paul nghfleld o ined: - e tic last ~ year, of balloting. - Talbot plant* . s e B i
trade unionists. . SOUTH Wal teel - ¢ ;- nd thewhole BSC workforce Mac8regor’s action is fﬂyﬁfm’
=~ The- call came as latest es ste ow being pmctns-. over the heads of the - -in response to the ISTC's nethods . - .
gmployment fi gulrles for mllltants have attack- . -"BSC may appe:;, unions -on- th:d slthonth . ‘;V::d:a“r:;e:rtmf‘h zcotr'r‘; e
thand show that there are - == familiar; ‘aré L freeze and t e cor-.
261,767 or 11 .6 per cent __gd S!I:e,elMC orggrat;g:; *_'Michael Edwardes. Itis no g:zgte plan. -® plan -and pay freeze,’ but la::: Palf‘tlcl-lar the\; exli :
unemployed in the region. oss lan.Maclireg " accident that MacGregor “This plan involves over . offers no positive lead or" = pl why *unity of all
Comparable figures for the CoOrporate plan- fOf the . ¥ was on the British Leyland 4500 more redundancies  action. The South Wales ~ steelworkers throughout
b%nmng of . 1979 were mdustry, . _board before his £2 . in South -Wales, including  action . groups . have . the British plants is vital. o
i or -8 per .cent - ; transfer to BSC.” 1,096 - at -the = Velindre . already produced aspecial - ‘Theactuons of the,Velindre -
‘ 1‘?’ — a rise of The 16 December  ~ Thetruth of this remark (Swansea) tinplate works, ~_leaflet against the planand - m council in sloutl;
{ almost 45 per cent in tWo  pylletin’ of the Llanwern - is shown by MacGre ors Y ooa at the Ebbw Vale. . “are vigorously campaign- ke ;st o h”‘i’;‘P% ©
. years. -and  Port ’Ta!bot action  latest ploy, ~modelled on - late works, and 700 in f‘?"’ ontonmecﬂm ; c&‘: not to fight redundan-
The Scottish’ Gouncll of - - S R . : - cles.

3 ~ : ' e .. They have declded ta -
the Labour Party has called . .

| for a mass, demonstration in. . SEG‘B 08 ;i?ol}gntah;m'#y’gmx;:g&l;:l:
| Glasgow on Saturday 21 ]

. February to protest the jobs: -
- slaughter. The demonstration
- will march to .the centre of

E Glasgow to rally in: Queens -

¢ Park where they will be ad- -

dressed by Michael - Foot,’
¢ Tony Benn and trade union’

k- leaders. Expectations are that

¢ the demonistration will be the
. largest in the city since the Se-

b cond World War.

But the trade* union and
Labour Party leaders have
i done little in the past year to
4 ire the fightback they are
: gﬂng for in .1981.- Their .
main concern has been to pre-
- seat Scottish - workers as
¢ moderate and reasomable in
vain efforts to get the Tories
to change their policies, .. .

The culmination_of this -
strategy was the Scottish Con-.
vention on  Unemployment
beld at tHe beginning -of
December last year. The Con:
vention assem led represenz
§ tatives from unions alongside
£ Scottish Tories, the Scottish

Nationalist - Party and "toe
Churches to try and évolve a
I common_strategy to - put: -
: plmsure on the Tory govem-
ment.

While this charade was go-
ing on Scottish workers were-
imspired by the example of the
victory- of the Gardrers
workers occupation and-the
massive 29 November: Liver-:
pool demonstration called by
the Labour Party. The ‘Year
b of the Fightback’ needs to
i start with this sort of actions
k. and.- strategy. The march. on -
21 February could-be the first

- Shotton’ sections - did::
.They've even suggested
.- sharing redundancies with
i the - other . two - tinplate ..
gwo'relfsatl.lanellland bbw.

- The ' action . groups
-~ totally - reject this ap-
- proach. They have seen _
plant . after plant -closed

i

. “howmuch they were mak- -
“ing ‘or losing. They argue
- instead. for: -national _in-
dustrial action by all
-+ unions in steel, linking up
~with . _the miners and
railworkers, to fight for.a.
- workers' plan for steel, in-
- volving _ increasing steel
production to ‘meet social
need.

~ Risk

Blastfurnacemen’s union
(NUB) has accepted the
cqrporate -plan, argulng
‘that their jobs aren "t at risk
- ‘this time.

- But as Ray 'Davies;.
. chairperson of .  the:
. Llanwern = action group -
" says: ‘This is a totally
“blinkered . approach.
Mchregbf hasn’t finished'
yet.
< ‘Hall the unions in steel
don’t - fight back against
this plan, he’ll. make the
- most of our dismissive at-
titude and go ahead with
further cuts in six months’

time. That's why ano-vote
E step. in the ballot is so wtal ’ '
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ul - initiatives
‘in -the fight . against - the
== 'missiles shcukzi link hthe ‘cam-
L ¢ - palgn aroun the. . pro- .~
pcm)d ap - to " .. meeting - pointed. POk ed gramme of a futurcr Labour
bour Party CaneTCnCC lﬂ tl‘us was not - the  first ) government to the gro‘ymg
ober, victory. The historic : /
: : - conference i - had " ‘passe
~similar. policjes,: only to

“supporters. will: b
',mref[rom of - bl

erence and’

g dxscussed ‘Gor- P : X ity-on: - L Sept s :
dmatmg and uniting:the ¢ snt” ‘et them _gatamat ﬂy -7 1 .. ting. the . initiafives .. of
. tivities« of..these. ﬁx - plementing con{ ) SRR 2 ! . tolthe s L y Labour CND in the commg-,
posslhly by ' n Yl gni 1 3 -

‘Korea the‘ roops of
ad: been sant reelmg

~ ALTHOUGH ha-only gradnated umber 2
- in aclass o$31 Wi “

3 ‘Hamf Truman,
y-that the choice of
- th commander in

_templated the consequences of dropping an
atgfg ‘bomb on China. They mtedpout to

or the Labour premrer
. are ‘against using nuclear
_humanitarian ~grounds. Five
) “Truman  had cheerfully
- wurdered - over: half a xul:mnh 8;:ieople ﬂ:;

: Koy s i ' . - H 'oshima and agasaki. Attliee justi
g}:cgay]rai‘e“:yerfsib “on-. 3 - rottén edifice-began tp fal ~4 "+ J-this mass h .. They drew back from
November 1973. . apart that Haigcha i : : uclear wa ase of the power of the

' s ) - w1 Chinese rev ion; and because they were

"aot confident that they could crush the Red "
K rmy and deal with'the mass: Commumst par-
g : = SRR ties in Europe. .

there was. proof:il ' "*'N 'S par Fl e : 7 The lessons of 1950 remain equallv trueto-
* . had ‘taken bribes fram tt ith .- iing. . President: ' S : v S |+ | day. The victory of the colonial revolution anci‘

: ’"‘ema”m‘"‘ . Telep -Gerald topper R : : : F. .. | |} the extension. of “the revolution into the
i and meec‘fa%@plﬂdufﬁm ha o 4 proceedi RN S el e I . | metropolitan _countries is still the . best
-he had cheated on & \a lenalls SRR ; SR » L - {." § .guarantee agamstwclear war..
come tax; and that : : Laig s S : e : . :
been mixed up in numerous:
- otherillegal dealings

S Dutch doctors warn

“*-weapons as necessary . L ;

* -Haig is exactly the kind .

; B : ‘th 1 n-order-from: .of Secretary of State Reagan ~

,ggesratétr)lrlln to’ co'}/;r up Texd : AcHan oul Ca o bagres I&l% l1s grlgﬂngltfo heii 8 g Fl:‘LL-PAGE advert .appeared. in. several
N es. e sac Washinoton : . QUES . bribe and blackm need . }' Dutch news

. Watergate prosecutor, Leon .y i ex) ! ' ~be he will press the nuclear . ¥ ggg doctorsp? ::;s %‘:ha:roeg:::;‘g:;:ig:fe dt::

~Jaworski, - repi hi al T retid 2 § My: Steps wol { button. Hi -
S memoirs tha Sodid § oo : ‘House he ; en eV : e, .mumstsanlz ll:l’:g;?so:n?lx\!}s i f‘me"“’a' profession. {t took the form of an
5 everything he could 16 ke | : ne : ; rome " racism —in Korea and Viet. * | ‘open letter to the government and parliament

- vital tapq recordings. fron b Hi issinger.. A mander Haig’¢sinister hand -‘niam the words ‘chinks’ and . I ~warning of the total inadequacy of medical
’ i s be ¢ ' o F facllmes to handle any nuclear attack.
%% The total capacity of all burns units in the

1 true Mdfia style Netherlands is 100 people whereas ‘tens of

threatened Jaworski by sug- - k, t-;plan i ‘

gesting that if he carried on A5 o e haver s quate conventional defenee, i In the permnahty of i F.thousands would need such treatment if a
. - against Nixon things were_ iples. that Y 5¢ TSt ~ ~-Alexander :Meigs - Haig ‘is- clear bomb:was dropped on Holland. The
AR 'tglg’mg tgd git bloody’, and- o claw hi: B s‘ef Yetente. 3 2 to esof;atetnﬂc‘ : \feféeﬂed ﬂtl the. ?egeneracy "+ } 'Dutch -parliament has until May to decide
b o en-made him an b : / i I W vay fable not: spc- - -andcorruption.of .

.  could not refuse by dangling N : i oy : : ; Paechx eving its ends  capitalism. Tha whether to accept sruise missiles on its ter-
- judgeship in from “his ] '- . 14 i fy-of V-p ‘the " with- “cofiventional forces -~ ‘wanted back at "to"y ; e

face 3 -, rhany 3 | House.: ; SRS
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" Reprinted from
Kargaran Socialist
‘(newspaper of HKS,
sympathlsmg organis- .
ation .of the Fourth
International in lIran)

- TO CONFRONT the military . -
-aggression the Iragi

regime, the mi a‘ant women of
Iran’ who are conscious. of
', their -important .and decisive
role in quendmg the Iranian
revolution, have succeeded in
organising armed nuclei and

defence committees in many

Jactories.. These -are. giving

military and first aid training

-to women in the. factories.
Naznakh factory is one of

the factories in which the task -
of - -military : defence - and
 preparedness. “has, developed
- considerably; It has 1,300
" .workers and  following' the
struggles of the: workers,. it

has been nationalised ‘and is

now run’ by a workers shora. -

which has organised extensive
"military training in the fac-

tory. .

Usmg those workers familiar

with .military affairs.and the arms .

. given to them:by the pastoran in
their industral centre, they ‘now

have a programme. of military -

training- in the factory: “three
times.a week for about ‘three

" hours. .
The mthtary commlttee has
" also built an obstacle :course to
teach the art of military warfare.

Workers at Naz?!akh believe that

every ~worker: “should receive

‘military training and they say
‘they will do all they can to help -

_workers in other factories.
Women ‘Workers-in the fac-

fory ' have . .also _ organised

themselves . for- partitipation- in

_this-- military trazmng An- ip-

dependent . women’s. committee

has been formed to defend the
- factory and using examples of the
.men’s

committee. ' : they - are
organising - .training Jor. the
women workers.

As a first step the. commiittee

has -organised’ ‘keep-fit’. excer-
cises every morning for one hour.

:They have also organised a course

-af ‘elementary fi rst-aid and are

‘teaching the women to give injec-

tions, bandaging and the care of '
" the wounded. . :

As regards md:tary trammg

with the aid of the men scommit-:_

tee the women 5 commutee is
learning how to work with arnis.
Af the mioment women also have
military training three times a

‘week. Many women in:the fac- )
tory now know how-1o use G-3’s.
(German machine guns}-and they~

are going to have military exer-
cises. - )

Many brathers and sisters jn.
the factory who are receiving this .

training  feel ' that. they must

transfer their experience to peo-

ple: “in-their neighbourhoods.

“.Some of the workers - are “also
building . .
) netghbmzrhood ‘committees and
military trammg to the.

involved “in i

givin,
people.

The militant women in the.'_'
factory. believe' that to prevent:

speculation . and over-pricing .of

Nomen wor"ers defend
‘the revolution

distribution of oil products they. .
“muyst . be
,netghbourh oods and in particular

active. in

- in .the. netghbourhood commit-

“tees.

The activities of our brothers.

and sisters.at Nazgnakh show that. -
the first steps in the task of defen-. "~ |
ding _the revolution have been .

. _1aken in the factories. These must
““be encouraged and more lmpor« e

tant steps taken

‘mittees, link up with each other.
and  with - the neighbourhood

committees, the tasks of general .

- military training, arming the peo-

- of " foodstuffs - -would. . become
“The existing united ~
-who  have .

.

- workers -

ple and: controlling distribution

passible.
shoras

members. in many factories

should lead this task

their .

. If these factory defence com-"-

3

*VvonumvinIManﬂ

THE WAR with Iraq has involved many

women in political and military activities,
particularly the neighbourhood shoras.

Many women have also joined organisa-"

tions like the Mujahadeen guerillas and the
HKS {Socialist Workers Party). -
But.the . situation is contradlctory
Represslon against women is still severe.
In particular the clergy is still trying to en-
force the wearing of the veil. Lella Aziz told

- us the following story.

~"A' woman called Fasineh was workmg
at the Melli bank. Since being divorced she

was the sole supporter of her11-year-old -

daughter. She wore the veil because she-.
couldn t afford to lose her )Ob

Iraman workers are mcreasmgly dlssatlsfled» wi
to defend the revolutlon

foodstuffs, and to ensure better

-“An islamic government official came
- to her bank to mspect the women to see if

they were wearing the veil. He said: “I'm - 3

glad to see Islamic sisters properly dress-
ed. We know you: support the regime.”

- Fasineh mdlgnantly replied that she only - ;
‘wore the Shador in order to keep her job.

‘Three days later she- got a letter from-

the government telling her to report to’
" Qasr prison. She was -detained there

without being told the charges ‘and later

‘transferred to Evin prison: where she was -
"tied and severely beaten.

‘Meanwhile posters went up in the
bafik calling her a'bitch and a prostitute.
After one month her family. found her and

.. 'she was released. This is ‘notan: |solated m— e
_cident. It happens to hundreds of women

THERE
tha' t

further.

demagogic

' hostage

" the

Leila
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- speculation
US president-elect
Reagan may be planning
o milltary
“against-. Iran . using the
American hostages as the
pretext. Certainly the pre-.
sent US administration is
stalling on the return to the
Iranian people of the .
Shah s assets. ‘

‘now - -open
in the press

v B

~“In Iran itself President
Bani-Sadr has launched a
campaign
against the mullahs’ hand-
ling of the war and of the
crisis. . He is
. -suspected of preparing for
a link-up with the army
hierarchy' aga‘inst the Kho-
meini regime.
moves are in response to
- deepening
tionary process in Iran.

All . these

“As Leila Az:zs eye-
witness report  explains,
the masses are increasingly
dissatisfied with the Kho-
~meini regime’s inability to
-defend the revolution. As
concludes:
more than ever we need to
be fighting for imperialist
hands off Iran.’ .

‘Now

Women workers are also parttclpatmg in
mllltary trammg

action .

~-to'fight.

. ‘meini

~revolu-

| Eyewutness

) By Leila Aziz

THE FIRST tlme we realise

- broken out was when the Ira

‘bombed Mehrabad airport in
_ mediate reaction of the mass
- the revolution against the Ira

gression, and so they queued i
to be taken into the army and

~‘The H&sbe
organisation of the FI) im-

mediately called on the Kho--
‘government for a .
-general armed mobilisation of
-the'masses as.the only way to.

defend the . revolution.. But
from the very beginning of
the ‘war
deliberately dragged its feet.

Failure

Workers - were ‘turned away 4
from ‘the -army and told they
weren’t needed. Many of  those -

taken into the army were sent

“straight ~ to Kurdestan to shoot
the Kurdish peasal Others re-
mained in barrack the towns

-~ away from the war zone. In .

- Khuzestan workers and peasants
- demanded arms: in order to de-
fend- their cities but. the regime .

claimed it did not have the am-
munition. .
‘While they were refusing to

. give arms to the people the Iraqi

- ".planes destroyed a huge ammuni- -

' tion depot in Ahvaz. The reason
for the government’s failure to

arm the masses is that any regime

- which - defends capitalism fears

the armed .mobilisation of ‘the

masses more -than 1mpenallst,

military aggression.
Consequently cities. were {eft

"> 'virtually undefended against the
.. bombardment and shelling from
the Iraqis, killing thousands of -

Iranians and making more than'a
million people homeless.
Refugees flecing from the war.

I Kargar :
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Letter from anarmy -
volunteer to Kargaran_'i ‘
Sac:al:st |

GGMRADES of tlw Soclalrst Worker l am a
welder recently married, working in a factory i in
‘Tehran. When the war began, like many other:
. @x-conscripts re-called to the army | went will--
{ingly to introduce myself to the nearest barracks
to go to the wai ont.
It is now 25 days since 1 wént to: the barracks
‘and put on a seldier’s uniform. The majority of -
‘the soldiers here are workers and farmers. Most.
‘of the soldiers who had also come here w:llingly
to.die are now.demoralised because of the .~
.absence of any real plans, and by what Seems to
bo the deliberate designs of tha officers.”
It is now .noon and the barracks is in a sarry
state of affairs. Whatever “diseipline there: tmrst
.have been here before.is now. complately lost
withour presence. This is really ‘b . the
fficers, but what wearcsaymg fs that t 'esev- of-
; lcers da not want to frght . '

'_Rumours

Inthe25 days that we have been hare three
times there has bean a rumour that in: the next
few days we are going to the front. These :
. rumours are only to keep up the marale, but this
only lasts for a few days. Now evenvthese :
“rumours daon‘t work. L
The.officers whenever they get the chance i
surely but shyly defend Taghouti (the old '

. regime), The censorship of the news m. thiaA o

war front has resulted in a bad situstion in the
barracks. Soldiers are simply listening to the .
foreign radios. It seems the condmons atthe
~war front are really terrible.
. ., Even the announcer.of mdla Tehr y..: n
" although he did bis best to caver: up‘i‘ﬁa fall of
. Khorramshahr, could say na more than the

BBC. Neither said anything about these =~ e
Taghouti afflcers who are notsending us'to the
war. } e

aport from Iran

the war effort’. In some areas
-mittees and shoras -have -been
revitalised or réformed workers
‘have seen to the fair dlS{l‘lbuthn‘
. of essential provisiohs. -
“Largely .- because  of
government’s disastrous policies
throughéut the war, in particular

that war had -
, attacked and
thran. The im-
was to defend

A i

where the neighbourhood com-

W

the E

imperialist ag- -
heir thousands
nt to the front

> treated as cnmmals by

e who told people in-

's not to give shelter to
“How can you ex- " -

-med people with. 'no -
‘to remain in their

ace certain death?

gime did not want the
h the war zones about
gdal strategy and in-.
to reach the rest of
day it was suppressed
papers and cn televi-
rse we were given a .
hat the regime wanted
to. see, but this often
tch up to the reality of
on, like the fall- of
ahr. :
rhile, the workers in the
were. told  they would
harder as part of the
. In many factories
g day was' extended
to  twelve hours. -
ages were taken and
0 the war, although in
k5. workers .voluntarily
’s wages to the war
Families going without
the sacrifice,
cases workers were
bey would not be get-
bt all ‘because of the - -
this ‘money . has ‘not
ay to the need{ in the
nor_have all the pro-
supplies been sent.
entials like petrol,
poking oil, sugar and
ow ‘rationed’ but_as
prly hits the poor as
gs can be “bought
bpons for a price. The .
t has trebled since the
bons so the profiteers
the money as part of

- demonstrations since the- insur--
- rection against-the Shah.

. Maﬂ?n«:gl;r&kse at heis .
a dangerous liberal making-noises .-

- about de

“ment he is'a foens for this dissen-

,gert of lmmam, but two

its inability to defend the revolu- -
tion, dissension has grown loud
and clear. At the rally of Presi-
dent Bani Sadr, on the day of
Ashura, a rmlhon people came to
support hintin-one of the biggest

. but at‘the mo-
tion. A week later at-a, rally of

by -Majlis.-deputy, . Salamatian,
there were ‘chants of “Death "to
Beheshn, ‘Khalkhali..and " Kho-
meini’. ..

Lynch

.- When ~ Ayatollah™ Khalkhali
went to visit the town of Dezful in
Khuzestan, " which - has been
almost destroyed ‘by Iraqi shell-
ing, he. was forged to leave in a

- half amillion people addressed’ -

hurry as-the townspeople were .

ready to lynich himi. At the begin-
ning of December the" Mujaha-
deen guerillas took éver atown in

the north of Iran called Amoul

and hundreds of the regime’s .

thugs were killed by the Mu;aha— e
- deen and townspeople. -

In mid-December there were
large demonstrations in Mashad,
Qom, Isfahan and Tehran when

ublicly, The mullahs immediate:
3 called for a massive counter-:
el

monstration-last Friday in sup- k

fore - Khomeini' called: it.
saying that they didn’t need snch )

a. demonstration. Perhaps: they " -

were afraid-nobody would come!

The workers and. peasants of " .
Iran need solidarity in: thedeferice’ " &

of their revolution.and in thejr-
.struggle with.the regime: t6 win:

.back their rights. Now fitore than- .~

ever we need. to be fi ghtmg for
xmpenallst hands-off Iran.

A Barbarian

By Davy Jones
- ‘BARBARIANS’
. elect Ronald Re

The respornise of the
Iranian - leaders
Reagan’s jibe was. ‘swift

- andto the point, Iranian
Speaker. Rafsanjam told. .

a Tehran_ rally:: ‘Every
day . somewhere” in:. Ire

““For. 30 years : you

,.f(Americans) have taken
~all: our- resources - and "

i _:su'ckcd our blood. There

- Khomeini’s picture was'tbrn up =~

U placer

“is<no ‘one':in human_

hxstory more savage than
especially  the

: Repubhcan leaders, -

- ‘I den’t know hew you'’

“ can-call uncivilised and bar-
~barous .the capture of 52

spies who had turned the
“that. the . Islanic

to-

tant people Turs from the'
~claws  and ‘teeth é’r‘ the
" United States. :

republican government pro-

“vided for themvinto a centre
- for espionage and who wc:e

busy ploumg apainst the

government.” He added'that =~

the Iranians were Znxiousto. -

resolve the hostage issue but

;was how Presrdent-v ;
; eagan described the Ira-
“nians holding the American hostages. .
- Throughout Xmas and New Year the
“'Western media was saturated. with the

plight of the prisoners heldiniran.

Reagan and t

cuses.
Reagan chargmg the Ira- N
nians with ‘barbarism’ is.the .
height of hypocrisy. It was .
the CIA Whlc

shroug
despotic Shah. to"p
Iranin 1953, At the'ti
capitalist medr&*ﬁemed uUs
involveme

To. show his apprecla- :
tion the Shah denationalised .
..the oil industry in 1954 and -

handed. ‘it - back ' to five
American oil... companies

. and British Petroleum (BP). " .

CCIA
.'SAVAK in ‘Nazi

”

In 1957 the: infamous -

=-SAVAK' secret . police was
- formed. Former CIA: agent
- Jesse - Leaf ‘told..the New.

York Times.in: 1979 howthe
helped” ~ instruct’
torture .
techniques. SAVAK
orgamsed masswe repres-
sion-of” the Iranian people,
Amnes{y International

. to the Shah’sr

,

" wealth huge fortunes

worse”. record
nghts than'lran,”

An. esumated:l()oooo
polmcal prisoners were held
in theé Shah’s jails, which

w schools.
. im-
tortured.

“that the US - government”:' * Thousands more died at the.

_were contmually makmg §X-

hands -of the Shah’s ‘army

- which brutally put down all

opposition:

Support

" Throughout this benbd

' }Amerlcan (and British) im-

perialism gave full support
ime. Huge

were

military. - supplies

f_‘despatched ‘to Iran " from
-the US and Britain, making

Tran #he largest importer. of
arms in the world. In return
for arms to repress the peo-
ple the Shah policed the
Guif region for imperialism.
‘When this hated dictator
was finally driven out of his

.country by the masses it was

US imperialism which took
charge of his welfare. When
the Shah left the country 54

< g:r eent of the people were -

‘below the poverty line

63 per cent of the:
'.populanon were-illiterate.

The Shgh. and his. clique
meanwhile had - amassed
from the country’s oil
in

“abroad.

 returq.of the Shah and his" .
. stoleirbmxonsto the Iranian. -

country ift Lhe world has a g
- to remain “in_ the- United

- asylum to Hitler.

‘were ‘built at a faster-rate

-ordering ‘a halt to all im-

- ting Iranian students from

. ‘commando- raid on  Iran.

of Iran. iast September
) Since the ranian revolu-
tion began the gains of the
‘masses have been enor- :
- mous.
*The. monarchy was
‘abolished and a ‘republic set

up.

» *The SAVAK and secret
police ‘were abolished and
the Shah’s former torturers
tried and punished.  °

*Imperialism’s . control
over Iran’s oil -assets was
eliminated and oil supplies.
cut off to South Africa.
- *All- banks- and in-
surance  companies, “and
seventy to eighty per cent of
industry, was natlonahsed
' *Wages: for most in-
dusmal workers-  were
doubled and the working
week reduced from 48 to-40

-~ hours.

*The people won. -the

right to vote, demonstrate
. and organise ‘political par-.

banks ~and in‘ves‘tm'ents
The Iraniag masses had

‘oné-simple demand -~~the

ople so "he. could stand
ma for his crimes. To the
Iranians,allowing the Shah

.

- States -was. like offering

The response of US im-
perialism to requests for the
legal extradition-of the Shah
was the seizure of Iranian
assets, sending of US war-
ships to-the Arabian sea,

ports from Iran; and depor-
the US.

And on 24 April last
year came the abortive US

Supposedly to. free . the
Ameérican hostages$ the real

- aim of the raid was to help .ties; -all of which were
undermme the' "Khomeini ‘denied under the Shah. )
‘government - and. install a *Factory © and
regime more, conducive 10 neighbourhood committees
- American 1mpenahsm ‘The ‘(shoras) have been
-'CIA also tried to organise a established throughout the
coup by formgr of fidiiy. of country.
the Shah to reinstall the
Shah’s last premier, .

Shahpur Bakhtiar. The record : of
-~ ) ' American imperialism
Supplles, during  the same

period is one of propp-
ing up reactionary and
brutal regimes around
the. world as in El
Salvador, just as thex'
propped up the Shah-
in lran for 26 years.

-'With the; Shah deposed -
American imperialism gave
~'massive aid and arms sup:
plies to ‘the Iraqi gowern- .
mient whose “human nghts-
record  ‘is - almrost  as.
notorious. as the. Shah’s

regime :in Iran. It was no Judge - for yourself
surprise -when . the' Iragqi who are the real ‘bar-
regime launched.an invasion barians’.
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ABER@EEN:'SCssoldS‘gmpd;;‘ysgﬁ:L o~
 out-

side' C&As — for snore infe
lin, 574060. 7. ..
BATH: SC oni: sale at 198,

985" Books, -
London-Road, and Saturdays 2pm-

’ (evmi'hvg, 236 4905 (dayy. ¢
3pm outSide the Roman Baths; Phone . . SWA} EA;SCsales outside Co-op,
20298 for more detajls.”- - ~ Oxford St, 11am-tpm, Saturdays.- = -

"BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale 4t The

Ramp, Fri 4:30-5.40," Sat- 10-4.-For -
3-0669 :

more info gho € 64
BRADFORI

Southgate. . . e
BRIGHTON: SC sales regularly every
Sat outside Open Market, London- ..
Road, from l1am-1pm, .

.. BRISTOL: SC on sale'11-1, ‘Holein -

Ground’, Haymarket. - More _info

from Box..2, c/o Fulmarks, 110,

- BURNLEY: SC on_sale. every Sat

D: 'SC" available from’
Fourth'»~ Idéa* . Bookshop, = 14 .

R T AR R R T T
SRR S .?;&“i"s.v‘-‘f*.ﬁ'%‘.“
RN SRS :3“‘3'% T

o'

GXFOHD' SC supporters sell 99e1:y

‘6767 %" e e e e

RT: SC sold every Satur.

_day; 1pm, Mersey . Wiy. Can be -
" délivered .weekly: phone.. 483 _‘8909 )

“SWINDON: SC .on sale 11-1 every
Sat.; Regent St(Brunel Centre):
TEESSIDE: SC

diesbrough, and outside Woolworths
on Stockton High Street. "+ = -

WOLVERHAMPTON:. SC sales ‘on R
Thur/Fri at_ Poly Stidems Union

from noon-2pm. .and - British’ Rail +* "
.- ~4:30-6pm; an Saturday hear Beatties, .
B +. -town centre from -11am-2pm;. =

. Cheltenham Rd, Montpelier, Bristol :

1s_your-town or city mentioned

2 C on sale Sat lunchtime ~ '¢,
in .the' Cleveland; Cenre, aiid.-in-. -
. Newsfare,’ Linthorpe. Road,” Mid-

\ TROTSKYIST has ~© 7" (W10

‘¥ been: e!ectedftoffa ',,fnésgr a"ﬂiam[c;m. P
“local parliament for::: . e result-came as part -
:?;afigg:'am:, u: -+ of a general shift to the left -

. L e -, i the: region. The: labour -
Swiss history. * " movemient won 44 per cent
-+ Sylviane - Zulauf, " a -

"-of “the - votes 'securing. ‘the
~member - of the Socialist ~ Socidlist. Party an:absolut
Workers. Party. (Swiss sec--" . jority.on. the executive.
-tion of the Fourth Interna- " :This" move to - the “left
- tional) -won ‘a séat on the

reflects ' the . - increasinig :’
. legislative body of the Bieri- polarisation . between. - the -

-redundancies, -

working class and bourgeois’

‘patties. The Socialist: Party -

- as. the: majority will -be put:
~-on the;spot by’ working class .
_actions' which have increas+ -
ed ¢

“tHe

factories

. ‘demanding- inflation-linked

wage- - increasés “and  no’

5

" and organise action.

Science courses. ...

miovements’ of - “schiool
students: like those organis-
ed .against sexnst‘—_domestw

i “The vote also shows that

to" press their - parties to .
change their current

6 ;éé( ' ééritf;df* the

an alternati
" collaboration . of. | B
‘;democracy. T EN -

se workers will ‘Continue -

policies .

. long time-in"a Swiss'parlia- | *
Cments ¢ PR |

as]
cldss

“Silviane . Zulgut - will |

allow those workers tohave |- -
:-avoice - the first in a long,

above? If not, send in detalls to
morning 11.30-1pm St James'St. . " thiyeales column. R

. CARDIFF: SC salés Newport: Town .~ - P

Centre gutside Woolworths-11-12.30; -

Cardiff:. Briti -Stores:

Also -available from 108

Books, 8alisbury Road, Cardiff... -, - 1%,
CHESTERFIELD SC supportérs sell y
Wtside.:g&ms»lg‘imp!&qw Sawr- .
© days 11.30am-12. R Tl
-COVENTRY: SC  available  from
Wedge . Bookshop. For. more.“info
about local-activities phone 461138.
DUNDEE: ‘- available:. from '
Dundee. City Square outside Boots, .
every - Thursday 4-5.30pm, .Friday
.30pm, Saturday. 11-4pm. -7/

' -EDINBURGH: SC sales evety Thurs:
L © day4.15-5.1Spm Bus Station, St. An-
b drews Square; Saturday 11:30-2pm- -
- East End, Princes:St.. Alsg-available .
from: Ist. 'May Books, or.. Better.
Books, -Forrest” Rd. .More’:info-off

§ ERATION: National .
- - fraction Sat 7.February, . " .

. “TGWAS: National fraction, Sat 17
-Jan, 11-5pm, Caxton House. 129 St: <

local activity from'SC.c70 Box 6, st " John's Wa; - Nearest 'titbe Az
¥ May Bookshop, Landlemaker Row. . chway, . .. P k
", ENFIELD: SC available from Nelsons .7 NUT: - comimission, ~Sat .24, Jah, .
 newsagents, -London: Rd; ‘Enfield - “1§-5pm. To discuss: Tasks, -turn,

Town. women’s " oppfession, - -education
. 16-19, conférenee: Vene next week:
. NAC: camius for cdes: going :g next.
AT P . -nation anfiing ‘meeting, Jan 4
HACKNEY supporters sell SC every - “gauional planning me 8y 0 Jane
Saturday morning at ‘Ridley Road IMG MEMBERS: We urgently need
market E§. - L i "+ you {o fill vacancies in a variety of
HAMILTON: SC on sal¢ 8-5{ Yty - technical posts:in-National. Centre,
Sat. outside. County. ‘Bar~ Almada . Any cdes’ interested ring: Pénny on:
Street, every “Sat_outside . Safeway " : 013598371, .~ o o
1.30-5. For more info.contact Paul, . .- FOR SALE: Back copies of 1P/1 for
17 Clyde View or John at 54 Eliot St, -, SC Fund Drive. Vols 16/17/18 (1978,
Hamilton. S . 1979,:1980).. Offers to.Fed, Camden
HUDDERSFIELD: SC. :siipporters”. ’
sell papers every Saturday [Fam< [
1pm. The Piazza. SCalso available at
Peaceworks. - - oy Gt
KILBURN: SC sales every Sat, 10am
in Kilburn Square, . - ", 0 :
LAMBETH: * SC. -available _from
Village Books, Streatham? Tethric -
Books, Clapham; Paperback Centre,
Brixton; Oval tube kiosk.” Also sold.
Thur and Fri-¢veningsand Th £ mor-.;

CAMDEN: SC Party, 3
- 8pm. Cheap booze, free food, raffle. ,

£1 wa
Squar®, NW3. .
" CAMBETH: recall conferencecaycus

nings outside Brixton tube.
NEWCASTLE: Seé:ﬁgaliovery Sat.’
E - 11-1pm outside - Fefiwicks. .
E- available at Days of Hope bdok;hg%
3 Westgate Rd. For more inf6 ripg Phil y
or Pete on Newcastle 737507, ..
MANCHESTER SC supportérs sell
11-1pm Sat at OLDHAM outside the
Yorkshire Bank, High 5t; at BURY in K3
the shopping precinct and -at Metro’ -
Books; at BOLTON in the town:cen- -
tre; and in ' MANCHESTER outside’ :
the central reference library in St -
Peter’s Square and at Grassroots and
Percivals ' Bookshop. Tel:~ 061-236
4905 for further info. =~~~ =

forall SC.supporters. ‘Sat 10 Jan,
2-5pm. Watetloo Actiofi ‘Centre; 14
Bayliss. Rd, SF{.: Nearest tube
“Waterloo, = R

~SOCIALIST - CHALLENGE; ' Na-
. tional.fraction for all SC organisers.

Revolution .

NEWHAM: 5C sale every Saturday, -~ YOUTH notices -

1lam to noon, Queen’s Rd Market, '~ . .~ — 0T FRE
“Upton Park. - . L ©. WOMEN's fiberation Fraction on
OLDHAM: SC:sold every, Saturday 7/8 Feb.. ‘AN “women - members

" outside Yorkshire Bank; High Street™;
For more informatidn about local ac-~
tivities. Tel. 061-6825151. .~~~

= welcome:. Venue/details - of agenda. -
available. from-Ann/Alix at national
office; 01-359 8301« - PR

- Sat 24January 10.30-4.30pm ™
. East Europe and Poland-
~ Speaker: Oliver MacDonald:
Open to Socialist Challenge supporters Admit-
tance £1. Venue: St. Matthews, Brixton (2
minutes Brixton Tube station)

Socialist Challenge London Day School

e X

Exclusive John Le‘hnoh‘ p"t_.istgr! e

Just £1. Bulk orders (over 5) are post
free, otherwise send 30p p&p.. . W

Orders and money to: The Other

Printshop, c¢/o PO Box 50,
London N1 2XP. - v
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“'IMG, /9 PO Box 50, London Ni... - .* .

5 3"kunwaxed. 16 Belsize

E ssg; l|7 Jamxar)_'. Venue: ring 01-359 N

a_LOgic'I‘

-:a$-a supporter/meémber of

- -.By Brian Grogan

Party. = =
+ I an ‘unprecedented
-move, - the- NEC "recon-:

cond . time ™~ on 15

- THE right wing in Oxf }
- received-another blow against their
attempt to . witch-hunt the lef
- month. Ted Heslin;
ship of the local pa
‘that he is a - sup
_ Press, was agai :
~ Labour Party national executive com- -
- mittee in his fight to join the Labour . -

n

\ . sidered his case for a se- DO I
 ‘This is a blatant

15.
December.: - The right’

wing-had refused-to im-

Sot 17 plement a previous NEC

ruling: to " uphold his
membership - application

. -under” -the  guise’ of
.demanding ‘a ‘full ex-
“planation for the NEC’s
~decision.: Now. the NEC -
s - “‘reaffirmed.” to-
uphold’ - the appeal of -

has

Heslin, e
- This by no means signals
the end:of the matter. On
_the . strength- “of = the
precedents set in the Heslin

© case,” the right wing has

moved - " against

- --ag -other.
Socialist - Press s.u,fpporters,

Then at theend of last year ¢, reaéliamvif“ ropagate any
“they began to move against views with"mp tﬁegulabou{
Sgct:alzst 10.{."‘:{‘3”@8 learhe - movement they wish. 1t is <
porters. P 2SN nothing more than an at:
demonstrates that s is a

political move . agaiffst the
whole left in Oxford.

Appeal

The appeal of ‘the right

wing to-the constitution is
just a smokescreen for a
witch-hunt. They elaim that
those refused m i

or threatened with -

“The convoluted logic of

) ;fmhis-:‘gpducnon’: was the
- following: “If ‘you. sell- the

‘newspaper. . . Sociglist
hallenge, you must.be a
supporter of+*an ‘organisa-
tion which is ineligible for

- selling. the newspaper, . you
" ate. receiving :money .which: «.-

supports: this organisation,
and you could be reégarded.

this-organisation.”-. -

" This is a’'blatant attack .

on the democratic rights of
all Labour Party. members

rt

attack on the
~ democratic
- rights of all...- - )
Labour Party /..
-members to *
readand -
. propagate any
. views within-

ord Labour Party

‘refused member-

rty on the grounds
porter of. Socialist
backed by the

“

5
P
5

Jast

- the labour

»

- movement’

‘tempt ~at political - censor:

" ship: This approach has a

-+ certain irony since a promi-~’
- -nent 'member. of “the Tight -
- wing” i Oxford .is -one "

= Robert” Maxwell, - present:
-.bidder for' The Times, a

. newspaper - which  openly: ™
supports the views of the )
mﬂngclass! [

'NATO

*®

drive planned :
ALL readers should make a
note in their diaries of -
- Saturday 21

That's  when

" affiliation to the Labour ‘4 first national 8a lgs da;y. 79f;
'J;Paﬁiy,',bf“:ause’ if you.are 1%1. - LA

- On. that. day, we wan’i our
‘Supporters everywhere to be

. out on the streets, selling the

. '~paper to new readers, We are
organising sales in all the major
shopping  centres we . can

February.
. t  Socialist
- Challenge plans to hold its

-readers ca

sion are members of cither -
the International Marxist All . Labour Party
Group of the Workers members, not only those in
Socialist League. No serious Oxford, have a vital interest N }
ﬂlglmgchsbeenprqdwed indefmtiqg this witch-hunt. LT -
to msufysnchiﬂegznom Interrogating Labour Party porters -of - the Committee
most recent victim is on their member-  for Transatlantic-
Peter Grant. He was deem- ip or support -of other U i openly
ed ‘ineligible 0 be a is of course fanded by NATO.
munbcrof_thelzbour?_ar— only aimed ai socalist
ty, the mam reason_being HSati like the IMG The right wing would
lhmhegouldnotglw-an and the WSL. No iry is never dream of submitting -
undertaking to stop sciling conducted into the sup-  the. whole membership of .
the Socialist B et
-Challenge, su ing an R
. organisation which is in- o
elig'gle for affiliation tothe
~Labour Party’. Sy - t : .
| National sales

. As ever, we need your sup-
port to make the national sales
day a success. Make sure th
local Socialist Challenge
porters: begin to think
about where it could-orga
sales’ throughout the g
want to publish a comprehen-
- sive guide to, sales pitches in
the paper so that other SC
in go along and help.
We- will ‘be' increasing t}
number of papers printed for

the party to such vcttingS. It
is a way, of hitting the left.
The Oxford Labour Pat-

ty is an active party. It i§

backing rent strikersin Ban-
bury, the occupation of: a
local hospital:-against the”

FLARN

CE

‘Ao'.!»;s'

that

rganis
day. We

g the

cuts, and some of the ward  “be.fought.

- the sales day, so you can order
~any. number of
‘And " there will .
posters and leaflets available in -
‘advanc
. Today a growing nuimber of -
people.. .who are suffering at
Tories” hands are prepared
ten to socialist solutions.:
The . policies - that Socialist -
Challeng has alway

branches have come out in
support of political status
for the H Block ‘men and
Armagh women. It is"this
left . "wing- - development
:which is at the root of the :
- witch-hunt and why it-must .

extra. copies!
be . special.

e to’ heip promote the

key. for many

can:‘bg - the :
militants to an -explanation of
lemplogment, poverty and
oppression, -0 oo
-~ Make sure they have the op-
. portunif
-your. are Joir
"’.. Ghallenge: National Sales Day!

$0 read about them in
- Join :the. Socialist -

f
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Class Struggle in South
London, 1850-1900 by
Dave Russell and Mike .
Tichelar, Southwark- ..
- Lambeth History - :
Workshop, £7 -

‘THE last half of the nine- -
teenth century saw for the
Jfirst time the birth.of con- -
-tinuous trade umion -and
working  class.. political
“organisation.in Britain. .

" “The period began with:
the degline of the Chartist -
struggles-and the.channell-
ing .. of - revolutignary
| politics — into: ~relatively: -
peaceful political reform.’

PENORE

.- So-begins this collection .
of . 15 - documents  which
<chronicle the increased par- -
ticipation.of the working-class
«in various forms of.political .
activity as seen in microcosm.
in South London. ‘

A
Conditions
- Many of the social condi-
tions .described in the pam-
- phlét apply génerally to nine-
.- teenth century capitalism: the
.. endémic . aleoholism* among
- the poor; the sweated trades " -
~— graphically described in a

'Scenes from'F rostitute

T L

SRS RN

workers”

The. . growing ;: sophistic-
‘ation of the skilled'workers is -
; _ through ' .the
.- descriptions .of . the - great

events of the period:’ :

illustrated

- ed to Kill, Monster and
_.When a Stranger Calls
- attracted

_But - these. descriptions, - - march and petition and which
h . the _ex- defied police warnings not to
of the working peo- ~ march on Parliament.

- By-Geoff Bell ’
ONE of the few

' things worth remem

" bering from the 1980
~film world was the
- campaign of disrup-

. depicting violence
against women.

' Movies such as Dress-

demonstrations. which
- received massive publici-
_ty, -including - generally
sympathetic centre-

popular daily papers.

_ At first glaﬁce a film
called -‘Prostitute’ might
seem - destined for the

— ;especially when the
film contains scenes of
" rather ]
violence against women,
as well as sexual en-

tie to the imagination.
But Prostitute is no
cheap ~ sexploitation

-is .feminist,  working

South

docu,i’neni .on the shirtmakers
of Southwark; and the poor-.
hygiene at hoime and at work’. "

-combined _ with
periences
ple: who  organiseéd-~ and
agitated to. overcome these
evils, give social and political
perspective to-the specific in-
dustries. .and.  skills .of 'the
South ‘London working class.

" *The Deptford bread ripts
of 1867 whick involved large-
‘.scale  civil
through ‘the ransacking ' of
shops and which led to in-
‘creased . pressure for working
men to receive the vote.
*The 1889 dock strike in
Southwark when - labourers ~-—
-worganised for the' first time,
- coming out in their thousands

tion. against films:

angry -
-~ Cathy Come Home, Days
of H);

spreads in-a couple of

same type of treatment.
gruesome -
counters which leave lit-

“movie. On the contrary it .

class, and revolutionary. -’
- Itis also brilliantly made,"

disobedience

which makes it not only

--worth . going " to  see

politically but in every
other way as well. -
it had its premier at

the London Film Festival

‘it November and goes on
limited release in London
and Birmingham shortly.

" If you have to travel the
* length of the country to
‘see it, do so. . ;

The film's difeé;or is

" ‘Tony Garnett, famous for

his partnership with Ken

Loach. ~Together “they

have produced and
directed such classics as

pe and Kes. The

. style ‘of:. Prostitute .is

similar to these earlier of-

forts: ‘naturalistic’ is the -
film buff's terminology

which - means a fic-

“tion/documentary in

which the actors seem

-not to act but appear to -
_be the real people they
are playing. -

The people in -Pro-

‘stitute are, by and large,.

working class women
from Birmingham who
work in-what has been

" romantically termed ‘the

oldest profession’.
But. "there is no

-romance. in Prostitute,

the film is about exploita-

- tion: how the women are

- hostile newspapers and pubs.

.Meetings .

- # T
The early working class
parties and organisations are
also documented. The. pam-
phlet . describes. the - first
meetings of :South London
branches - of -the
Democratic Federation: —
/Britain’s first ‘Marxist group
-which - pioneered - the
~political character that South -
~ London was later to develop -

- of - the

- at least survive..

2R

p .-« - asabase for radical clubs and
ank Show === ...
:  } - And éarly trade unions are .
*The ‘monster -meeting’
on . Kennington - .Common,
which was the last big Chartist

‘ : gf lop um_ b ? l.dLa:ﬁ:bel?
to discuss the promotion -of = %€ ent SO t
their- cause by * boycotting Bl rade:nggf,‘s"ﬂ'(‘}:‘? pi;:as” gg

Social

degraded and humiliated
by those who use them,
by their bosses, and by
the police. In - other
words, an everyday story
of life under capitatism.

* That - might

sort.of movie to be enter-
tained by. Certainly some
'scenes - are
stomach ' ' turning,
especially the sey acts.
But yet there is a warmth
and _humour in the film
which gives' it a

..remarkable tender quali-

This is achieved by the
contrasts the film offers.
The awareness of the
police, the honesty of the
prostitutes,
nariness of the prosti-
tutes, the mental and
physical perversion. of
their clients: the com-
monsense of the pro-
stitutes, the sillyness: of

_those trying to ‘help’

them. )

What comes through
above - all  else
message of class, how
rotten ‘and corrupt the
class system is, but ailso
how those at the bottom
end of the social scale
have a sense-of dignity

and humanity which, in .

the end, allows them to

S8

- Committee; and -the .forma-
tion ‘of the Amalgamai
Society' of Railway Servants
in Southwark. . :
readable
documents, this booklet is
. worthy - of reading - beyond
South London. Its history-
serves to remind us not only
of the background to today’s
labour movement, but also-of |
the lessons.and tactics to-be
employed. "

Graham N_orwood'

sound .
- rather squalid, not the

the  ordi-

is a-

~ ahistorical, p ’
. .analysis: of media ‘con-.-* -
" tributed

"a%e% %" 'a%"s""

interesting  and
collecfion - .of

Marshalf
McLuhan
needs a
new
medium

. IF YOU have sat ina

meeting and had to
strain to hear the
speaker, then ac-
cording to the late
Marshall - McLuhan
— one-time guru on

.the .media - and -

messages — -you
would  have been
‘participating’.

Thus television i$ ‘cool’.
It is supposedly low in infor-
mation and the viewer has
to participate by compen-.
sating for the low:definition
of the image on the screen.

Such  an  abstract,
technical assessment ~of
media led McLuhan and his

followers to all sorts of
political absurdities. )

Television has shrunk
the world to a global village,
said the.guru. By implica-
tion, we could not only
know our neighbours on.
l:lanet‘ ‘Earth, but learn to
ove them. .

That someone controls
the images-on the screen was
irrelevant,  The form of.
media — whether

" manuscript, - -book, radio,

TV — was all important in

* determining the message
- thatis communicated. .

The fzct that in the West
the ‘global village’
resembles Peyton “‘Place or
Dallas,-rather than Nevsky

. Prospect or Tbilisi, was by

the by. :

Socialists do - consider
that form carries-messages,
but form is itself shaped by

- ideological forces.

Téake the novel, for ex-
ample. 1t emerged as a
literary form at the time .
when the bourgeoisie began
to assert their view of the .
world. The individual was
broken fram the bonds.of
feudal society,” and the
newly-won freedoms found

.~ expression in the decisions

and actions of characters in

‘novels.

Yet for McLuhan all .

- printed. texts were reduced -
' ta. the ghysiological'» func-
< tign of t

f the eye, scanning'the -
e in a linear way. Phis.
apolitical

_ nothing ~  to
understanding- the  forces
that determine form or con- .

tent; still less to challenging

them. : i

" Now ‘McLuhan, who
died .on 31 December, will
only, be able to ‘get his
message to us viaa medium.
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By Geoff Bell

doubt that the prisonersfeel. -
- h%i. the British gmernment- o

THE "Struggle of Irish Republican
prisoners to win conditions compatible

“with political status is far:- from over.

This is the message which is now :
coming. loud ' and ' clear from the

‘prisoners themselves and from the Na-

tional H. Block/Armagh Commlttee in
ireland. :
Although the possnblhty ;

of a new:hunger strike has -
now-diminished: there-is\ng -

Blocks of Long Kesh and
- Armagh- ended just: beﬁore

Xmas: -
- a'statement smuggled
ou ofLong Kesh last weéek
<Broken - -

made . whe pnson authorities of fa;hng

the pnson

reforms pul)licly promised

by Tory Secretary of State, .

Humphrey - Atkins.. . The
statément warns that should
Britain - ‘remain . i
sigent” the prisoners ‘will be

:forced to fall. jack uponour:. - -
-

OWN TEsSources”.

This _implies that . the“
prisoners are considering :

step?mg up their'campaign,
but last week’s warning by

- the Derry.branch of the'Na-

tional “H ~ ‘Block/Armagh
Committee,: that -a new
hunger strike: would start.

within two weeks, has now -
- been withdrawn. - o

Yet ‘there is no doubt-,,
“that many of the. prisoners -
are-bitter ‘about the whole. "
statement :

situation. A

intran- -

“issues remain unresolved.

1ssued ai the weekend by ihe '

National H Block/Armagh
Committee reported -that

- ‘tension’. and._ frustration
grow daily in the prisons’,

and there are reports that

some-of ‘the 450 ‘Blanket’
- prisoners. in Long.Kesh dre "

unclear’ about- whether to
carry . on :with . their ‘no
wash’ protest ’

lt appears that three

‘First, Britain insists that -
the Republlcan prisoners .

_end. their .protest before
~ prison reforms are introdu
‘ed. The Repubhcans argue’
“that Britain' should honour
: ns promises immediately.

uc-

Second, the pnsoners

.prison authorities-‘would be
worn “*during the working -

demand  that the _various

~verbal promises made by the

British’ governmem be made
publie. These promises may

be concerned with the third ",
- contentious issie, the wear-
-ing of prison uniforms. .-

 In the: ‘statement-:that:-
ended

recreatuon, association. and
visits’, . but “that
type clothing’ issued.by the

day’.. This- meant, said

Atkins, that ‘denim prison '
uniform becomes a thmg of

the past for all prisoners’.
~But’ at the moment .ihe

the - hunger.. strike- .-
-Humphrey Atkins said that
“the pnsoners could wear
their "own . clothes ‘durmg*‘

‘civilian-

o

authormes are telhng the

risoners tﬁal they must

irst wear: prison ‘uniform - -
before. permission 1o wear -
their-own clothes will be_'

given.

Even if this. problem asv, .
sorted out it is-possible:that" .
some. of the. Republicans -

feel that when they are ask-
ed to wear the prison-issue
‘civilian-style’ clothing,
.-they . would. continue . to
refuse. )

The other issues that ledr

tothe hunger strike appear
to ‘havé beenresolved.. The
.- governiment has agreed that
the definition  of prison
‘work’ will be so broad as to
allow the prisoners to decide

what ‘work’ they undertake o

-ment

e and thls would mclude

‘educational training’: ",

The- prisoners, will also -

be. allowed’ 1o “aassociate
together -to such an extent.

“that-., they Wlll be able. to.

organise themselves
iticatly. Ful!‘temlsstonof :

* sentenice has-also- been pro- -

mised by the Brmsh govem-
and:. .60, ‘blanket’
prisoniers could be freed

£'S00,

- But alt'this is depcndent

con Britain ‘honouring the

promises made at the end of

..the. hunger.-strike. . kIt . was
- originally 'agreed - that  the

reforms should’ be carried

out within a fortnight, That . ‘

period has now elapsed, and

" the prisoners arnd their sup~

porters are stlll wamng

N By TOm Marlowe

THE first eplsode of
. TV's The Troubles was
- shown : on ' Monday
evening. Thus began a~
series which has been
.awaited eagerly for two
“years by those ih the~
know:. ' :
- The personnel respon-e
. sxble for the series have,in’
~ other - roles, . produced

some of the best and most
-television -

ever - to
have hit the small screen..
These: mclude am excellent -
"« historical series on® Palestine
" and some of the more honest
;. “This Week’ programmes ‘on
B lreland

: Omlssmns

-Bearing - that in mlnd the
flrst ‘episode of The Troubleés
was - disappointing. Perhaps -
this was "~ because the film-

- makers. tried to cram-in too
much -in": ‘one ¢épisode. —
~-almost 300 years-in just over
“an_hour. 'And, -because of
.that, there were omissions:
- 'not -even a mention of -the
1867 Fenian Rlsm to which
Robert Kee’s rival. series on
BBC - devoted a whole
" episode. PR

Bntwh invaders: Cromwel/ (above) and /tf.ie There are, h0wever com.

British Army in. 17.98 (below)

journey through - three . cen-
- turies "of Irish history. More
time is available for. dealing
with recent times, and cer-.
tainly ‘the second “and third -
episodes, which have already
been screened - privately are
rlvetmg

» Factual
Back though to epxsode_
one, - entitled” - ‘Conquest’,”

British nastiness towards the
Irish. On that the programme

diffi culty arose when ‘Con-

Irish themselves. :
‘It~ is- -unfortunate: - that

anhm tes. minutes of - the
the com-,

- series be mnmg

“saying ‘mass.’ Other 'prednc-

tal);le shots . followed: 5224
_©rangemen " : -marching, -
*.Republicans manchmg, and, a
Protestant mnmster domg h:s
“religious bit.

-~ ‘Whatall thlS tends to sug-
gest, -and 1t is; re—mforced by

L

'wsrntl-a‘t-'
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 the. com'me‘mary,' ‘
_religion. is the cause of all the

is

divisions -in" Ireland. Thus
Oliver Cromwell’s-expedition

" to Ireland, while rightly con-

e

which catalogued all sorts of -

.was excellent and factual; The
-quest’ began to deal with the f

“behind

demned and. exposed, “is
described- at one point as ‘a

- Protestant Crusade’.

In fact while Cromwell did . _

indeed. justify ‘his actions in *
religious terms, his attempt to-
‘settle’ the Irish question had
it .a much deeper .
'polmcal mouvanon

-Cl‘ass

Nevertheless ‘Conquest

'dld get: the main- story-lme

t:"that the basis of" what

' . k;sh people call the troubles’,

: the
,kmgs, .queens, generals: and |~

"house: . -
oodtis salso excellent that
English ' interference

as the commentary puts it, i3
insistence of - Enghsh

primie: ministers - that- ‘they

should be master in the Irish ..

.. Areland 4s. explamed for the

“most -part,

onial ‘exploitation: the word
class POpS UD time and ume

-Bs!u.l (I s 52

that

an ¢

in-terms of col- -

footage and the interviews
‘ with a wide range of /par-
ticipants- in .the events from
1916 to 1921. One interview,
* in which a veteran of the IRA’
.. who fought-in the War of In-
- ‘dependence, describes how he
,threw grenades at -passing
Army vehicles: is
rth staying: up untrl mid- -
mght to'see.

Decent

« There is no denymg that;f
judging by what has been seen-
so far, The. Troubles is mov.
ing relemlessly towards the
conclusion that if Britain were
to leave Ireland it would: be
he only decent ‘thing - this -
country’s rilers: have . ever
done for.the Irish: ’

So tell your friends to turn
on _ITV  every Monday - at
'10,30pm. ‘And ‘watch. out
especially.  for the "~ third
episode, dealing with the Nor-
thern state, and’ which stars
~ one'Michael Farrell, revolu-
tionary - Marxist, hrstonan
rmgs it 'and member of Peoples
Democracy

again in The Troui ;
- The second episod
“mg with  partition
-viewable §
‘should . not ' 'bg' ‘missed:
demands- attention ‘in a' way
- which. the - first: ‘episode. did.
not. Possibly this is be use it
covers only 30 years.
But. what really

- alwen 418 thee old newsreel
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| Fronts

The new guer a offen\-?' :

“fronts?.
.- Salvader around the towns =
of ‘Morasan; Chalalenangom ;

. Times:

By George Reynolds

assault over Xmas

The attackers came with one purpose
in mind — -to ‘flatten the hostel to the
ground so that the immigrants who lived
there would be driven-out of the area. To .
this purpose the .goon squads used -

. bulldozers, wire-cutters and clubs.

But this was no: ordinary racrst attack.

It ‘was:led by the“lord mayor of the
- suburb, Paul Mercieca, a meémber of the '
" French. Communist Party. He was joined.

in-his attack: on the hostel by 50 other -

members of the Communist Party.cand
“-the French CP has officially supported his ~

actlon

The scandal of the CP’s new mrlrtan
.- ¢y’ towards immigrant workers has been -
denounced by many.on the French !ejt\ '
JeanLe Garre, an executive member of
the Socialist Party, said the attack an the * -
hostel was ‘unwarthy of a partyfw ich. .
proclaims workc:s sohdanty and, mgteus-,
: nationalrsm
" Last-week-6.000 Muslim imm
prompted by the attack decrded to-calla

special: - c*on?erence ‘

By Megan Martm

" FDR: and ‘the

proquronal

wing “junta -continues 0 -

receive aid. fom the Carter
administration;- despite the
killing: of " two' more -US

citizens by Junta supporters .

last weekend

sive ~was. launched ™ in - the

sists Qf
‘in ‘the narth..of .Et

" and'Santa Ana - g
: “According 10 FDRﬁ :
sources, - the - guerillas. -

liberated over a: quarter of -

AN ‘immigrant “hostel i’ the Pans ‘
working class suburb of Vitry was
the target of a - commando style

%

igrants,

‘ _deal "with

EL Salvadoranr :-freedom frghters ‘of

- closing days of 1980.-1tcon- ...
-three - “movable. -

Pearlman {bottom}

the country in.the first week ="

" of the offensive. Among the

towns-taken by the guerillas
was Aguilares, which is-just
30 miles from San Salvador,
the country’s capital. -

" “Government

pushed back the offensive.’

In fact all that has happened. -

is that once towns or areas
are liberated the ‘movable
fronts™ retreat and advance
elsewhere. But these guerilla
tactics

culminate -shortly - in ‘a

general and final-offensive. ~
:San

Speaking - in
Salvador. -on: Sunday
guerilla commander, . ‘Anna
Maria’, -told the New York

weare.very close to our final

" baitles.’

The military offenswe s’
expected to coincide with a
general- . strike . in. San

_ Salvador. ‘On New Year’s -
Eve, El Salvador’s army -

surrounded  the capital -

whose population respond- .

ed’by erecging barrrcades; )
Typical

The killing of two US

¢itizens on-Sunday was a. .-

typical right-wing exercise.
The two, Michael Hammer
and Mark Peariman, were
drinking coffee in a hotel in”

San Salvador when the area. .-
‘was

surrounded by

represen- . -
tatives have claimed to have

-are:. expected - -to

‘I cannet. give you *
" the ¢xact date or hour, but

-dead,

umformed membe :
umta s National Guard.

: Plain clothes men then.
- entered-the Hotel and within -

minutes the two were §hot
along -

. Salvadoran Jose Rodolfo

S tant.

suburb ‘of -lvry..

e

 and

problems of. racrallsm xenophobla and o=
.aggression’ agamst the Muslrm com-
Comunity. -
But the French CP: remams unrepen—
It has attempted to justify the
bulldozing by saying :that.there were
‘already too many immigrants: livingin :
"Vitry, and that immigrants should be
located "in' other,  less workmg class
areas. One of Mercieca's CP helpers has -
* been quoted as saying: ‘The people of .
Vitry -are fed -up. -Out of . every 10" in-
habrtants two are unrmgrants :

M unicipal
"7~ The same theme was recently echoed
'bv . -another . ‘Communist. municipal

‘government in the Paris working class
‘lvry is 20-per cent-im-
- migrants,” complained ﬂkeCommumsts
‘In certain areas they moh.%per cent
ANesay frankly “That's.enough’” . -
K The excuse offered by the CP — tha,t )
immigrants should move to other areas .

acist assault

is pathetrcally weak.
workers, being the lowest paid in the
country, are bound to live in working
class areas: because thatis all they can af-

_ford!

ing thein.

saymgher

¥

- .-All statistics recently released give |
‘" the lig to the view, which is also peddled
by.the CP, that immigrant workers are
taking the jobs of French workers. A
survey found that only one job in three:
left vacant by an |mm|grantwas filled by -
a French national. This is because the .
" jobs in question — in the building in-
: dustry. in'road construction and even in,
" car assembly plants — are so low paid-
that-French nationals won’t consrder tak-

Despnte such facts, French CP Ieader
o Georges Marchais has gone on record as-

tion: controls. His party-members inVitry. .

‘have obviously decided to  put this'policy. GEORGES MARCHAIS, French CPleader who
into practrce .

Immigrant

i

in favour of stmmenmnug

favours stricter. lmmlgratlon controls

K Pacific(_}cgan

‘I cannot give you. 'the'e’xact date or hour, ‘but we are very close -
to our fmal battles’ — EI Salvadoran ﬂenlla commander ‘

Santa Balham
Chalatenango

El Pa:snal

oues OSichto

SAN
SALVADOR _

sauvmme
N cTecoluca
V\ LACamm

‘@ TresCalles

o PACIFICOCEAN

'ELSALVADOR

L

Vlera All three were work-

ing on land reform.
But there is no sign that

“the.-US" government  will
- .react to these killings as they -
. -did to the murder of four
. US " missionaries, a “‘month
-ago, when the US suspended .
-“economicaid, This has now.

been.; restored and the US
continues throw its,

E werght behmd thc runta

' Research

The barbarity of the jun- .-
Ya:was recently confirmed .

by the US human- rights
group, - the .- Council.. .on-
Hemrsphenc Affairs. :
The - council, a private~
research group com posed of "=

Jtrade unionists, members of
with: Bl =7

tmsts, has Just rssued its qn-
nual report which says that

-the El -Salvadoran " junta
~was’ the worst violator of
human rights. in South'and . -

Centra_{ _A_meric_a in '1980.

tSquads

“.The report says - that
in. El'
Salvador in 1980, largely as - -
a result of govcmment-'
- condoned fht wingdeath- -

more -people - died

squads’, than in all the other

nations. -of - Latin ' Amenca‘ N

- combined. S

Despite such représsion

“it’s now tlear: that-the El

Congress, religious- leaders' -

liberal political ~ ac-

: “.Sa1vador opposition'is.look-

ing forward.to the next few.
~weeks -~ with growing ‘cen--

', -fidence. Inthe words of An-

na Maria, “We are now m

-.our ﬁnal phase

Basque Ieader assassmated

By Frank McBride

'JOSE SAGARDIA, a leading | member of the Bas-
que separatist group. ETA was blown up by a car
bomb on 30 Decemiber, bringing the death toll of
Basques killed by fascists in 1980 to over 20.
Unusually, this-time the French Basques were-
victim was a member of the machine -gunned “as  they-
nationalist left."More often layed cards in the Frenc
those killed by the fascists gorder town of ‘Hendaye.

cupants and instead released
them later that evening. The
- car had burst the barricades.-
because- of ‘mechanical
failure’, claimed - the
. 'Spanish authorities.
Eventually the Spanish
Migister - of -the Interior,
Juak Roson, admitted that
those in the car had been
government ' secret agents.

+

~several

have simply lived in a mili-’
tant -Basque town. In July, -
" for example. a- pregnant -

woman, her brother and a
road- sweeper died when a
bomb went . off outside a

Bilbao nursery run by aleft-
wmger .

- The left wing town of -
Hernani has .also suffered -
. attacks.’ In. .
_November two middle-aged

s a car with

That shooting provided the -

best circumstantial evidence
yet of a link between ‘the

Spanish government and the
fascist commandos. :
.- Minutes after.the killing -

false - nuinber.
Elates smashed through the -

rench border barricades

He claimed,they had been”
fleeing from ETA militants,
and that it was pure coin-

_-cidence - that their flight
came _minutes after “the.

“and stopped-at the Spanish- -

side.  Despite repeated re-
sts, the Spanish refused

retyrn ; the three oc- .

" assassination, - .

“Not . a single detention
was made by the Spanish
authoritiesin - - connection
with any of the fascist kill-
ings. Yet in 1980 hundreds
were detained for their sup-
posed links with ETA.
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Leicester

- with .~ Anwar

Women's
Festival

WOMEN in Leicester
..are organising a two- =
da‘y Women'’s. Festival - :
“for the end of thls -
: month ’

The festival aims . to

. show how . .women ' can
-organise’ and - fi ght for--a .
© future in which they can live .
their lives as they wish: It -
- will ‘bring together women -
; frem all walks. of lif¢ and
local - women’s .

‘promote

work, art and other skiils.
The followgng groups

have agreed. to take part:

Women’s_Aid, Rape Crisis,

Group, National Abomon
.- Campaign; . the women’s
subcommittee of Leicester
Trades Coungil, and Other
. women’s groups. Food.and

- child-care facilities will be-

provnded on both days.
“The : provisional pro-

_ gramme for ‘the festival, .

which is being held at Moat
Community College,
Maynard Rd;is: -

Sat 31 Jan Open to all
Workshops, films, dance
" groups, theatre, ‘art
_displays, discussions. Rally

speakers from Child Pover-
ty Action Group and IC-
CAS. Evenin
‘Mistakes* and disco. :
Sun1Feb Women only.
Frankie: Armstrong - oh
training - in - self-assertion;

Sue Townsend on women -

writing for the media; Di
Livingstone: reading her

pactry; one hour-all women g

swimming session,
For further mformauon

. contact: Leicester Women’s |
Festival Planning Group, -

= PO Box 118 Letcester

Ant:-Naz:
“demo .
planned

RACIST _ violence  con- .
- through ¥ the -
Christmas holiday. On20"

tinued -

" December some 200

racist thugs attacked the :
mosque in Luton bom- -

barding - - - worshippers

with beer bottles and .

bricks.

Several' of those inthe

‘mosque were injured and

‘had_to be treated in’

hospital later.

In condemning the
violencein Luton the Anti
Nazi League appeaied for
support for a counter-
demonstratlon organised
v\y local anti-fascists- in

olverhampton ' against
a march organised by the
National Front.

The rally starts . at
noon at the EI
Wleerhampton

Attlee’s racism revealed

By Davy'anés

RECENTLY-released
1950 , Cabinet papers
show
Labour. government
was - seriously con-
.cerned -about
."coloured

-minutes - record that

discussion centred on’

‘the means of preven-

ting any further in-

crease in the coloured

- “population -in - this

country.’,

Ditta and..

social with -

vic Contre, :

imrmgra-;
" tion. ~ The Cabinet

- NALGO

of the Corrie Bill last
_year . _has- forced
-them to

thelr tactics.

Flrstly they realised that
any pariiamentary restric-
tions. to the ’67 Abortion

" Acto needed to be simple,
one-clause affairs — like the
legislation on reducing time-

Timothy

Sainsbury is being asked to
¢ put as a anate Members

limits ~ that

Bill.
Second]y

. the National

- The Cabinet discus- -
sion followed complaints-
of racial - discrimination-

from a deputation led by

- Leary Constantine. There
that Attlee’s i ry

in a nutshell you have the
racist argument: the way
to deal with discrimina-
tion is to reduce : the
number. of black peop!e

‘in the country, . *

Succésswe govern-
ments — Tory and Labour

-— have-used this . ara.
r

mem to justify .tou

ti-immigration  legisia-

n ai ‘atkeeping out
black ‘people. 9

Campalgn Agamst
Racist Laws

Nat:onal delegate conference

Saturday 10 January
Dlscussaon on building a mass campa%n
". against the Tories’ new K
“ nationality proposals

Send for details to: CARL c/0 Lansbury House; 41
Camberwell Grove, London SES ’

e K
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By Joan Twelves,
secretary, City Poly

- ANTI-abortionists .
 are 'beginning to
*,-organise within the
unions. The failure

‘reassess

they recog-
- ~nised-that press lies-and pro-
paganda-in, schools are not
enough. The key to the fight
for abortion rights lies with;
the trade union movement, -
Over the past few years
Abortion

Jatch out- there’s an
nti-abortionist about

" Campaign_ (NAC) and the
Labour - Abortion Rights.
Campaign (LARC) have
continually

ained “support - within. the

'fabour movement for the -

belief that women should
have the right to control
their own fertility.

The -success of this ap-
proach . was - demonstrated

" when the TUC called the
antl-Come demonstration-

in - Qctober 1979 and

~Corrie in February 1980.

Not surprisingly thishad
an impact on the “anti-

abortionists. . They have
always been present in the

unions, opposing on an in-

~-dividual basis pro-abortion

resolutions in union bran-
ches.” But now they are -

clearly- organising to at-
tempt. to ‘win back the

" ground they have lost.

Initially they focussed

on the National Union-of

Journalists, encouraging a
sudden rush of resignations
by Irish joumallst%m op-
position to the union’s posi-

fought and -

NALGO natlonally sup- - .
ported strike action agams; -

abortion on demand which

- was-established in 1976 and .
* reaffirmed " in 1979. Now

.. they aré switching ‘their at- -
- tentions to other unions, in .

R,amcula: those' afﬁhated to
k At last year’s NALGO

. conference a motion calli

for disaffiliation from NA

* led to more delegates want-,
ing to speak against it even
being debated - than  any
other topic. This year, the
anti-abortionists ‘are - being
. more subtle — their motion
simply says that NALGO
should only involve itself
with pay and service condi-
tions ‘and ‘not take up -

" ‘political’ issues.

This would lead not just

_to disaffiliation from NAC

but from a whole range of
other campaigns such as the

~ Cliile_ Solidarity -Campaign
and Amnesty International.

C It s likel{ that similar mo- -

tions will be put in other
-unions. The National Union
of _Public. Employees, also
affiliated to NAC, would
stem an obvious target.
The activities of the anti-

aBortionists in the unions
have to be countered. In
NALGO there willbé a con-
ference motion reaffirmin,

... affiliation to NAC and call-
ing-for support for legisla- -
tion ‘to give -women a
positive r;lght to. choose
whether- or "not to- have :
children.

‘The: first stage of such
legistation, in the-form of a
Bill statingthat sufficient -
abortion - facilities must be .
madé¢ available on the NHS,
may be. ‘introduced ‘into -

_ Parliament this session. The
labour © movement. con-

. ference organised by NAC
. and LARC on 14 March to
discuss ‘positive legislation
provides a useful focus for
counten'ng the activities of
the anti-abortionists. It also

- aims to win support within

,the labgur movement for a
‘woman'’s right to choose.

Resolutions - supporting -
this conference should be
moved - in - every umqn
branch —  and the °‘no
politics’ brigade exposed for

.- .what they really are: anti-
- ‘abortionists. . ‘

5

tion of supporting free

Happy scenes from
. Oxford University |
. Monday Club’s Xmas. '
- dinner where Nazi .
- salutes were given
durmg toasts to the
‘Queen. AT
Speclal mentlon B
-should be .made of .
Upper-class Twit of .
~ the Year, James -
Samsbury (above -
right, giving Nazi
. salute), a director of
the family super-
market firm. The .
Twit's father is plann-
-ing an anti-abortion
bill in the next
- parliamentary session.
Sainsbuty shoppers
take note’

B

’We have to make a stand"
By Dominic Johnson (NUPE Oxon NHS)
IT’S been a month since staff members at .

Longworth Hospital declared an occupa-
tion against the proposed closure of their

Now the Thatcher
government want to br-
ing the nationality law in- -
to line with the racist im-
migration - laws. The -
Tories’ nationality - pro-
posals figure prominent-
ly ifi their plans for the

: gocialist
Challenge

‘Whitney isn’t a geriatric
hospital it’s a_community
hospital. We need
Longworth and ‘Whitney.

" public meoting

:;):‘t parljamentary ses- - , : 50-bed geriatric hospital. Now a 24-hour  jt’sthe AHA whoare stopp-
On  Saturday. 10 Revolutlon in picket has been organised to prevent pa- ;"(ﬁﬁ;e opening of W"“"ey

tients being removed in the first stage of
Oxford Area Health Authority s shut-down
due this month.

January the Campaign
Against Racist Laws is
holding a national con-
ference ~ to . . organise

 the Canbbean

* Trade union support for
the Longworth workers has

.against these proposals. .
For further details write

to: CARL, ¢/o Lansbury

-House, 41 Camberwell
_Grove, London SES. -

What's Left

'RATES for What's Left ads. Spper

word or £4 per col. inch. ine:
noon-. Sat. prior to publie.ﬁon .

IRELAND and the| Brmsh A Labonr\ g

or d by B:
Labom Party. Sat:17 Jan, 1.30am -

.- 5.30pm. 177 Lavender Hnll Battersea

* - SWI11. Speakers include: y Stallard |
"“MP; A Dubs MP; Geoff Bell, !\ﬁke_'
- Biggs (Ex Army Capt) C}\qucr

»

. Speakers: Pat, Kano

-Nicaraguan Sohdanty'
- Campaign :

We& 21 Jan; 7.30pm
Brixton Town Hall,

{LowerHall)

chte Snlas a-COHSE -

- steward - at the

' hospltal says; ‘We félt that
the closure - of‘
_Longworth would only

the first step to complete
closure. ‘The health service

has been cut back so much-

that if people don’t make 4

. stand soon, we won’t have a-

-. for the occupation. Nobody
uite knew what an occupa- -
‘tion-was-and that frightened

some of them. But now that

‘‘‘‘‘

. thé occiipation has been go- -
ifg on fora month the'staff

can see that the hospital is’ -
_‘cartying o its service as

usual,- The ‘occupation is
growing stronger every day
and we’ve been getting more

. and more support.” -

, Trying to weaken the oc-
cupation, the AHA ‘have
cancelled - plans to open

Longworth
erds.

’ ‘lts a load of pop-
pycock.’- explains Berme

occupation -

flooded in from health ser-

, vice_unions and the Oxford

Trade Council. In a signifi-
cant move Oxford City
Labour - Party has also
declared for the occupation.
AHA - chairperson, Lady .

- McCarthy, is a prominent

member. of the executive of
the party.

' Payment in advance. (Socialist Challenge); servi s "another- hospital - in The Longworth staff are {
LITERATURE Teaching Politics Representative of the ’ ce left .. Whitney, !en miles away, = . 'determined to continuetheir
Literany g e B ‘New Jewel Movement “All th £ -~ which has been lying empty -occupation until the threat"
. Poanes; Teaching. .New Hall, "of Grertada (the govern- - 8 the staff are against . for two years. The AHA say to ‘remove patients and
.:Cambridge. Aptil 3-5. Details from: - ‘ment party); Represen-’ closure,’ says Bernie ‘but to - that ‘they will. not  open reduce the number of beds is
H..Glen, New Hall, Cambridge, tative . from . the . begin with not all were fully * Whithey" until- _ the  lifted: . ,

Donations and messa, ages
support.to: Barbara Russell,
Weybread Cottage, Far-
ingdon Road, Longworth,
Oxforshzre
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v “that go on.

“fike .

" and Sarah Koganand| — bothofus srxth:
. .. formers. at-North' London comprehen-v
- sives — were selected as p esenters.

'VYOUTH TVisa group of young peo-
ple whowant to ‘§ee more: youth par- - -
. .tlelpaﬁon

‘in ".the “media. -
le" mterests are mamiy rgnored
arid we're fed up wrth the crap

Young

;hlte nght

N p o \ /

“for exaj‘rwle. whrch deak with subjects -
: pol, .and ' the: -

_~'/z mmute

oeptio
~a

resarrtmig a senes of

. Help programmes for Thames — the last

one of which was banned — shows both
_the need for youth particrpatnon *and the
limitations of what the TV compames wrll

_allow. - .
“Thames ofiered Youth TV the chance L

to present nmeﬂve-mmute programme

‘The programmes ranged over a varie-

the' evénts: leading to ‘the arrest .and -

beating.up of two-black’ schaol students
in Soweto, lslmgton ‘Grapevme which ts

By Geoffrey Sherldan

.'5'20‘.'

-.-a-
oets!
00,

Why they banned a
youth, TV | pro gramme

‘a counsellmg servrce »for young people “.The controller of features at Thames tan .

‘dealing mainly with sex problems; Radio

Lollipop, which is run.by and for disabled :
_'young people in Carshalton, Surrey.

- ‘Two -programmes. dealt with young
people s rlghts .and: ‘an invitation . to.
- viewers to ring in for a leaflet resulted in

.20 phones being jammed_ with calls for -
. '/é’hours, .

: TTransmrt

‘The last programme was due to be
shown just before Xmas. It was: -about -
,Schools ‘Against the Bomb, which is a
group of "young people frghtmg for.

::Token

‘huclear disarmament,
in the  threg’ mmutes available to

- them, SAB presentéd their views. They
called on the BBC to transmit the banned )

ty of subjects: Amnestylnferhatmnal and. - - War Game film and raised the issue of

Cruise missiles bemg sited in Britain:
- We believe it was these points which

’caused the programme to. be banned

P

-Martin, said the programme contravened
.. the Television Act because it was biased.

"' The idea seemed to be that we would

., need to includé school students in favour
. of the bomb. There mrg'ht be one or two, | -
- suppose. : o
" Thames asked Sarah and | to. do a-
replacement programme.on STOP, the - ..
_organisation which-ig against caning’ in.
schools. Together with the researchers :
. on the programmé, we refused to'do this - .
"+ as a matter of principle. We-then con- . *
--tacted tHe press about the censorshrp

What happened wrth the Iast pro-

. 'gramme summed up the exercise. It was
"a token gift from Thames. it felt like they
“were cashmg in‘'onanother sectron of the

L populatron

<o There “are -all” sorts - of progfammeg,> £
_whlch could be made by youth — plays :

AT THE IBA HAS DECREED

~ More chlldmn S programmes
. more local contact.

Y.

-More locol coveroge mcluolng
Isle of Mun

~TVSouth . .
ReplooesSoufhemTVMore

Tolevision South Wes! ) f‘
ReplocesWestword More Iocal

4 Chomnel TV~ .

* More programmes from netwsork, - -more broodcosnng hours

-HOW the TV companies promo
.pro_fq’rammes The headlme was ‘Kids’.
. 'Stuff’

.wrltten drrectod and acted by young
. :people are one example. None of us in
- Youth TV.knows exactly what we want.
- We had hoped to invite young péople to

write in and say what they would like to

see, but this was part of the last Help pro-

gramme which was never broadcast.
Youth TV can be contacted c/o Theo

.~ Turner, 89 Fitzjohns Avenue, -London
 NW3. Schools.Against the Bomb, ¢/o 29
"Gt James St London WCI :

GRAMPIAN SN

~Broader coverage of the region,
especmlly in ouﬂymg areas.

" Separation from Trident parent
“..”.company, hew local s‘tn.rctureT

ony Trident, new 1
locol structure.

. Midiands
AWs compony struclure and-
: name to change, mare -
coveroge of Eost Midlands.

—

R )

~

* More-local coverage:

 Better regional sevice;
more local news.

W
Better regional service;
- more localnews in
ol *conjuncﬁon with-Thames.

THERE are parts of Scotland where there
was no dancing in the streets at the an-
nouncement of the new ITV franchise
holders. These are parts which commer-
cial television transmissions still.do not

‘reach, although it |525years since the se-
-cond channel was created ’

"It -is ‘a ‘tribute fo.the
motive force” behind. the -
channel: the. packaging of -
programmes. “that " will _ at-

" show.’

E Westward
*.'wracked by a boardroom
‘power struggle, bows out to

affalrs

which takes - over from
Southern in 1982, played
that one to the hilt. He pro-

mised. to-imake TVS ‘the

" local, station’ of every town
- and village from the Thames -

© Hamble!.

and the. Medway to the
Possibly Cross-
roads will now have-to vie -

«.twith "The Orsons of Tun: ~

- panies it

tract. the largest number of

viewers for the. benefit of -~

advertisers. ‘Rural Scatlfand

~ does not qual)fy i

-the. loudest
the franchise

As - ever,
noise .-over

- dgcisions was ‘the sound of . .
champagne corks popping . -~

in the’ boardrooms. of ‘the

. 'successful bidders, and: for

all but two of the Tv com-

proved:

. business as usual.
The Inde endent Broad-

casting Authority ‘deserves’

some marks for ﬂdmg up
the suspense.- Ha ‘gone
in for re-selection on y ohce
before, . back - in- 1967,
perhaps that was to be ex-

. pected. This time round the

IBA was to be settmg the

" style forthe-’80s. - )
In'the event it was'a s:de- .

dignitaries.
w 'the other sacrificial lamb. -

to be -

- - Television South West; witlr - .
2 similar mix 'of ‘business’

and - assorted
-Southern was

people

Whrle the big ‘fiye com-

being

Southem fell fi of the

‘panies; which* make pro-
4 grammes for the whole-net-
work, scould more ‘ot less *
bank .‘on ‘their’. iaurels the -
"IBA: ‘had ‘to give the ap-
“‘pearance; . of
... .something. more “than. a’
~.benevolent’ godfather allow-
“-ing the- existing companies
'to go on. collectmg £50m-a

#

.- terests and concerns of the

M]authontys chosen " theme ...
- for the '80s: localism, The -

]

IBA saidl that the‘'main com- -
plaint . it. had_detected at-

* public consultations around
. the‘country was that too lit-
: “tle atténtion is paid to local -

bridge Wellsor It Happened .
at Sloneherzge “ien

Lord -Boston, charrper-
son of Television South; ;

‘shown distinct signs of be-

ing manufactured .in mid-
Atlantic, and in recent years

multi- natlonal financing for -

major TV productions has

put a premium on bland and- -
,supposedly uncontroversxal, -

programmmg

The  pressure for lelew- N

sion to be more in touch
with. - people’s

*lives - is:
understandable. There is<a
- simple ‘way to.achieve this.
" — it is called access pro-
-grammmg L

The last thmg lhat the .
" TV-authorities want is tolet

_-even that we have a right to

;sumed by
celebrated. the  new . ‘fran-*

reply to their version of cur-
rent- events.
gramming " .
amounts. to a few dozen

hours a year, and then — as -

-Zadoc Nava records on this

page — we are ;onfronted )

by their censorship.” .
The ‘authorities are well
aware ~that ~ technological
developments threaten:their
control ‘gver .television out-
put and the ¢companies’ pro=
fits. . The champagne con-
those - ‘who

Access - pro- .
presently’

“to take itstoll of adverusmg

revenue, there looms the
prospect of ‘satellite relays

“-enabling  broadcasters to

beam:  programmes across
national . frontiers,” That

. '¢ould mean a further loss of -

advertising for - the ‘British

TV companies. It might also
- make a dent in television’s .

Anglo-centric - presentation

.of "domestic “and. mtema-

tional’ events.. -
cw-More - - down-to~earln

. /the development of | w1de-
_band fibre-optic.“cable will .«

allow up to 1,000 television

“-. ‘country,

No - doubt  the

~authorities_ will .try to find

weird. * “and  wonderful
reasons why, in spite of such
an_enormous .potential for
labour movement and com-
munity broadcastmg, it’s

- still not on,

“Some expansion of TV
-broadcasting is scheduled
for:the early 1980s.

The* Fourth ‘Channel
comes on air next year, and
its .chief executive, Jere;ltlﬁ

~-Isaacs, has said that it
- pdy attention to the needs of

Smce the' mceptibn of
1TV, many-’matnstream:
television t programmes have

THE General Councrl of the

‘TUC has decld,gd that there
~needs to be an examination

" of the possibility of laun-
“new national.

ching a- A
newspaper to reflect the in-

Iabour movement.

Proposals for a feasnblhty :

study are to be drawn up by the
‘TUC's Media Working: Group,

. yWhich - is charred by. Moss, . . J¢Gt, . and, he, considers that

Evans

e

the working class think that -
we could make and present :
: our“ ownl programmes; or ;-

1981 la unchi?; for.

chises ‘will ‘also "have been:

Announcmg last momh that
there haslong been a need fora
new paper of this kind, the
General Council said that the
study would examine the-
financial implications of a new
paper, as well as its potential
circulation, format, content,

" potential advertising revenue,
and - management and
organisational structure.

Moss Evans is one of the
main enthusiasts for the. pro--

what is’ needed isa serrous dal-

channe;)s to be plped to

©. needed to'calm some fierves.”

“*minorities’, among whom
he *has listed trades
umo'r{nsts ‘women, a;ad

.. blacl :
~-. - The LBA has- given the

me. . (or; come .to

w2 lws™D eoahead ' to. breakfast
al y < television, by way of TV-
-~ F

arabour;

.AM.
- -:. What this _sfar-studded
. stanon ‘will have to offer is
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leg aly possiblé for a man
to rape his wife, hr :

(il uragc
sexual. v:olence :
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