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unfortunately curtailed as the
assembly tried to assert its right
to march, protesters made their
way to Downing Street where a
picket was moved on by police.

The chant of ‘Bobby Sands MP’
resounded through Kilburn and
Whitehall on Sunday. Despite the
ban on marches and 40 arrests,
hundreds of supporters of the
Irish political prisoners made their

Eventually, the demonstrators

more must
in ireland?

Thatcher: [}

voices heard in the streets of
London. After a rally in Kilburn,

THIS WEEK — week 42,393 of the British
occupation of Ireland — it seems that
Bobby Sands, Member of Parliament for
Fermanagh and South Tyrone will die.

From all over the world
calls have come for the
British government, head-
ed by the self-styled ‘Iron
Lady’ Margaret Thatcher,
to resolve the crisis in the

Irish prison camps of Long

Kesh and Armagh, and
meet the demands of the
political prisoners.

Thé most recent ap-
peals .have been made by
the Michigan State Senate,
the Massachusetts House
of Representatives,
socialist parties in Norway
and Denmark, and trade

unions in France, Spain,
and the United States.

Last week the Scottish
TUC added its voice and
appealed for Thatcher to
concede. Even Ronald
Reagan felt it necessary to
express his  ‘concern’
about the fate of ‘Mr
Sands’.

The world is learning
what Britain’s presence in
Ireland really means. For
Thatcher, it mattered not
that over 30,000 people
voted for Bobby Sands in
Fermanagh and South
Tyrone. For her, Bobby

TAKE THE

TROOPS
OUT NOW!

dispersed.

Sands remained an ‘or-
dinary criminal’.

It mattered not that the
protest in Ireland, organis-
ed by the National H
Block/Armagh Commit-
tee, was largely peaceful:
at the start of this week the
British government ar-
rested over 20 of the
leaders of the campaign.

And it did not matter
that the youth of Derry,
Belfast, and elsewhere in
the North of Ireland took
to the streets. Two youths
were mowed down and
killed - by British Army
Land Rovers, and another
was murdered with a
plastic bullet.

Such are the ways of
British = democracy in
Ireland, and editorial
writers throughout Europe
and the United States
blink their eyes, to make
sure what they see is real,
unable to comprehend the
heartlessness, repression
and inhumanity of the
British government.

But the people of
Ireland have come to ex-
pect as much. Generation
after generation has asked
no more than that Britain
should leave their country.
They have been answered
by concentration camps,
famines and massacres.

Mood

And now there is the
latest grisly chapter with
British MPs — including
those from the Labour
Party — rushing to con-
gratulate Thatcher for en-
couraging the bones of
Bobby Sands MP to break
through his skin.

A correspondent of
Socialist - Challenge in
Belfast, = Gerry Foley,
phoned this newspaper on
Monday to report ‘a mood
of tense, grim expectation’

in ' the working class
Republican ghettos of
Belfast.

A Republican news-
paper has warned: ‘There
will be fire and there will
be fury.” Let there be no
mistake — whatever form
the Irish fury takes, it will
be understood throughout
the world.

May Bobby Sands not
be forgotten; may the
people of Ireland be left in
peace, and may Britain do
the only thing it can do to
shed at least some small
portion of its guilt: get its
troops out of Ireland now.



What we want is
-jobs not bombs-
THE total cost of idle machmery and

i ]obless workers in Britain is a stag-
gering £42.5bn every year. That fig-

ure alone shows the complete insani-

ty of the Fories’ policies.

The only “explanation. for "this
.senseless waste — at a time when
the government claims it is trying to
~ save money — is to bring the organis-
ed working class to its knees.

Jobs not wage rises is the gun be-

ing levelled at every worker’'s head.

Well, we want jobs and wage rises

and decent homes, schools. and
hospitals.

. And the longer this government
remains in office the worse it

‘threatens to get. By 1983/4 govern- .

ment spending will be 4 per cent

down on 1979/80 figures. Education -

will go down 11 per cent, govern-
ment aid to industry will decline by
40 per cent, housing will be 50 per
cent down but defence spending will
increase by 13 per cent.

Old people die from cold while

electricity and gas prices rise ' -

- astronomically under Tory policy.
Yot every minute Britain spends
£15,000 on defence.

The bill for Trident will be £6bn.
Yet the cost of one Trident sub-
marine — and there are to be six or
seven — could build 100 hospitals,
200 schools and 50,000 houses.

With 2.5 million people registered

unemployed it is scandalous that
people are homeless and have to
wait many months for operations.
The TUC and trade union leadership
have to demand a programme of

public works to meet the needs of: -
working people and to create jobs -

for the unemployed.

The real figure for those out of

work is much nearer-. the three

million mark. Many women and:

school leavers do not register. Over
200,000 workers are on short time

which is the equivalent of 140,000

people out of work.
Yet despite the vast numbers

unemployed and on short time work- .

ing, the average hours worked in all
manufacturing industries is still 60.9
- hours a week. We want work or full

Y. ;

A thirty-five hour week without
loss of earnings would immediately
create nearly one million jobs. But all
this means a fight to bring down the
Tory government. :

The TUC and trade union leader- -

ship should stop playing Thatcher’s
game. ‘Well reasoned argument’
based on profitability coming first
will not persuade the Tories to
‘change course’.

To do that the labour movement
has to kick them out of Westminster.
That's the only argument the Tories
will understand

Socialist

Challenge

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with Socialist
Challenge supporters in your area or would like more
information fill in the form below

2XP.

‘Why are you going on the

nothing to help the unemployed. On

What do you hope that the-

...........................................................................
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Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50, London N1
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MARK: Philbin, an unemployed
teenager from Bury, Lancs, has
been sponsored by his lacal
NALGO branch to go on the
People’s March for Jobs.
Socialist Challenge spoke to him
and to lan Stephenson the Bury
NALGO branch publicity officer.

march? What do you see as its
purpose?
Mark: Bem disillusioned with the
boredom of being on the dole it was
an opportunity to do something
positive and political.

‘“The purpose of the march is to
bring to the attention of people the
scandal and waste of massive
unemplioyment,

The - government is doing

the contrary, its policies have done
much to add to the problems.

march will achieve?
Mark: We need to get rid of the
Tories and hopefully the march will =

suffering  from
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On theroad

do much to brmg attention to the
meaning of savage deflationary
policies
unemployment.

However, that doesn’t mean

Stockport builds support

STOCKPORT is typical of many towns
the
economic policies. Over the last few
months, 2,500 jobs have been lost.

Many of the larger factories have
already held meetings to- decide on how
to support the People’s March as it
comes through the area.

- Fairey Engineering, already on a
!hree-day week, will stop- work at 3pm
on Thursday 7 May to join the march.

The National Supply Company is

" sending three coach loads of delegates to
Jjoin the march. The workers there in-
tend to raise £1,500 from a levy.

Bernard Regan, Stockport’s AUEW
district secretary, believes that many
other factories in Stockport will follow
suit."“What seems significant to me,’ he
told Socialist Challenge, ‘is that some of
these factories are on full-time working

Reports by Pete Clifford, lan Stephenson,Des Tierney, i
Tessa van Gelderen, Jeff West and Jude Wood_v_varq

THE People’s March for Jobs is on
the road. As the five hundred
unemployed make their way from
Liverpool to London, workers are
flghtmg back against Tory attacks.. _
® Lee Jeans women in
‘Greenock, Scotland, are still occupy- ;
ing after twelve weeks. R
® Laurence Scott Electromotor -1
engineering workers occupied their
plant in Openshaw, Manchester, last
Friday. The factory is threatened
with closure with a loss of 650 Jobs.
® Royal Pride women workers
"are still on the picket line in Salford .
after nine weeks, fighting for the’“ .
right to belong to a trade union.
These stuggles show that -
workers are not prepared to Iet the|r
jobs go to the wall. ;
As the People’s March moves
through the North-west, Socialist -
Challenge reports on some of the .
struggles that are taking place.

vigorous campaign mcorporan g
the whole labour . movement t4j
challenge the government’s policies;
which "are designed to attack thej
working class.

What will you be domg on th
march?
Mark: WIﬂart from walkmg alo
way, [ be trying to convince mar-
chers that we are not here as-piibl
ty fodder for the TUC leaders,
as a central focus for a natio
fightback against unemployment."
I would hope that other nfar<
chers would join me in speaking a
any factory, Socialist Challenge of]
other workers’ meetings on thé
route of the march. ) f 4

What is NALGO's policy on the
People’s March? ;
Ian: NALGO is also planning | .'
support the march, and in .oug
branch we have trlqd to turn paper
support into action. 4
As well as sponsoring Marl§
Philbin to go all the way, our
president, Mark Hackett, will
from Liverpool to Manchester.:
~ will be sending a delegation to Li
pool at the start of the march
have arranged for coaches to go
London on 31 May :

that we should waijt until the next
election, no matter what the TUC
leaders say.

I hope that this march will lay
the foundatlon for a strong and

in a climate of mass

— National Supplies has a more than
Sull order book — and yet they are
prepared to support the unemployed.

‘The Tories are trying to divide the
employed from the unemployed but it
looks like they ’re failing. What we need
to do now is build united action against
the government to force it to change xts
policies or get out.’

Stockport Trades Council is organis-
ing accommodation and facilities for the
marchers, despite the fact that the Tory
council is refgsmg to let them use any
council amenities.

Hopefully 7 May, when the march
passes through Stockport, will also. be
the day when Stockport celebrates the
end of Tory rule and welcomes a vic-
torious Labour council that will do
something for the town’s 9,000

" unemployed.

What's on in Manchester ]

Monday 4 May May Day demonstra
greet the march. Assemble Eccles Recrea
ground. March to Buile Hill Park, Eccles,
Rd for a rally organised by Salford a
Council. Bury Trades Council is orgaxus
. feeder march. -
Tuesday 5 May. 12noon march leave
Salford Tech. Rally Ipm Crown 8q.
chester, followed by civic reception
Town Hall. 3pm march leaves town hall
UMIST.

Waednesday 6 May Factory gate and 0
meetings throughout Greater Manchester :
unemployment called by No 29A Confed..
Thursday 7 May 1pm Mass demonst
escort march to Stockport. Called
Confed, Manchester - Trades-
UCATT, Manchester .area NUS. As;
Granby Row, Manchester. 3pm: .rally
McVities,. Stockport Rd. M

Hollywood Recreation ground, Stogkp
organised by Stockport Trades Coum:f
No 29A Confed.

government’s




 Lee Jeans: ‘Frontline

-
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troops in the

battle

against unemployment’

THE OCCUPATION by women workers at Lee

- Jesins in Greenock was the highlight of the Scot-

- tish TUC last wesk. When discussing the Tories’

Tyl
a1
i

. necessary to
. dustrial

economic policy and the way to fight redundan-

:  Lee Jeans,

Their action contrasts

. starkly with the dismal

performance of the leader-
ship of the Scottish trade
union - movement  in
fighting unemployment in
.- récent years. But promises
of action and support for

" the women were certainly

forthcoming at the con-
ference. :

* An emergency resolu-
tion was passed pledging
all affiliated unions and
trades councils to back the
occupation.. A  speaker
from the transport union,
seconding the motion, said
that if there were any move

" to evict the women from

the factory, it may be
take - in-

The
already

action.
. TGWU was
prepared for this.

‘Troops

The Scottish miners’
union delegate argued that
if any move was made
against “the occupation,

:then the working class
should be prepared to
flout the law. These were
the frontline troops in the
battle against unemploy-
ment.

Ray Buckton, general

" secrétary of the rail union

ASLEF, echoed these sen-

timents when he said that

Jeans strike committee.

o - cies, speaker after speaker drew on the example of

&

the Greenock workers
would require more than
just words to sustain them
in their campaign.

Heroic

It was left to the only
woman speaking on the
resolution, from Greenock
Trades Council to contrast

the heroic fight at Lee |

Jeans to the other situa-
tions where workers were
‘queuing up’ for redun-
dancy money. .
Sammy Barr, one of

- the shop stewards involved

in the Upper Clyde Ship-
builders work-in in 1971,
stressed the importance of
a Lees victory. Not only
was this a fight for the
right to work, but the
women there were leading
the fight for a women’
right to work. ‘
It’s been a long time
since the STUC has been
the scene of such an emo-
tional - and = inspiring

, debate.

Applause
Let’s hope the example
of Lee Jeans will be
followed very soon by
other  occupations in

defence of jobs and that
the applause of the STUC

" ~MAY DAY GREETINGS-

from Lee Jeans
- Occupation

‘WE would like to take the opportunity of

| thanking all those trade unions, political
. organisations, women'’s organisations and
individuals: who have supported us so
.much in our fight to save our jobs.

, We have now been occupying our fac-

"~ tory since 5 February — and we're going to
stay here until we win our fight.’ L2

- EHen Monaghan, Senior shop steward, Lee .

“Michael Foot, leader of the Labour Party, visited Lee Jeans occupation last week and pledged his support

- WOMEN WORKERS

SHOW THE WAY

delegates is turned to ac-
tion. :

A Leés Jeans worker.is
being sponsored by a Post
Office Engineering Union
branch to march fro
Live; [ to London on
the People’s Marck for
Jobs. Ian Grant, branch
committee member - of
Metmf'»olitan North West
branch explained why his
branch had agreed to sup-
port the occupation in
Greenock. . .

‘The workers at Lee
Jeans are showing the way
to fight unemployment.

Women are particularly k

vulnerable to attack from
this Tory government so it
1 r:;pecially important that
trade unienists give them
as much support as possi-
ble. A victory for Lee
Jeans workers is a victory

for the - whole labour

movement against the
Tories.’
Lee Jeans

London tour

4- May  Ipm Blackheath.
Festival with Tony Benn in
celebration of 1381 Peasants’
Revoilt

5 May Tower Hamlets Trades
Council public meeting
Queen Mary College Bancroft
Rd E3 .

6 May Hackney Trades
Council; NUJ Book branch
7 May Women in Action
meeting on a woman’s right to
work. Lucas Arms, Grays Inn
Rd Kings Cross 7.30pm

9 May Festival for Women’s
Rights against the Tory at-
tacks. Starcross School Rising
Hill St N1, 11am-5pm.

710 May Transport and
General - Workers  Union
meeting on a women’s right to
work. .
If you want to arrange a visit
Jrom the Lee Jeans occupa-
tion to your workplace or
labour movement - meeting,
phone Jude (01) 359 8371.

Messages of support and
donations can sent to
the Treasurer, Lee Jeans
shop stewards committee,
45 Brougham St,
Greenock Scotland.

Royal Pride: “We're the

-
Have you seen
this man?

LEN MURRAY, rumoured to be TUC
general secretary, was too upset, on
hearing the latest unemployment
figures, to issue more than a few
words of comfort to the two and half
million unemployed. .

In case they think he’s forgotten
about them, Socialist Challenge is
reprinting his complete statement to
the press:

“‘Today's figures set another
dismal and depressing post-War
record. As the government’s isola-
tion increases opposition to their

‘The TUC’s Week of Activities
- hammered home that there is an
alternative to_ these policies of -
decline and despair. The People’s .
March for Jobs — starting in Liver-
pool on May Day — will provide yet
another compelling call for compas-.
sion. These pleas for sanity must be
answered.’
The issuing of such a dynamic
statement was too imuch for Lionel

1@y ) :030Ud

thin end of the wedge’
WOMEN WORKERS at Royal Pride in Salford have

been on the picket line for nine weeks. They are

démanding the basic right to belong to a trade

o utfion . and they've Baen sacked for it.

Royal”  Pride
Novac is moving
materials out of the fac-

- tory -and threatening to
closeit. :

The women realise that
they can’t win their fight
alone. So they’re organis-
ing a demonstration in
Manchester and a member

, of their strike committee,
Elsie, is being sponsored
by her union, Furniture,
Timber and Allied Trades,
to go on the People’s
March for Jobs.

As the - leaflet the
women have distributed
states: ‘We’re the thin
edge of the wedge’. Each
group of workers has
previously had to fight on

boss,

{its own but, as their leaflet

points out, what Royal
Pride workers need is the
strength of the whole
labour movement.

Messages of support and
donations can be sent c/o
FTAT 37 Anson Rd Man-
chester 14. :

No Grunwicks
in Manchester .
Defend Royal Pride
) workers
Demonstration Saturday
16 May 12.30pm
All Saints, Oxford Rd
Manchester.

Sponsored by Salford Trades
Council, Manchester City

" 'LP, Salford CLP and
FTAT.

Murray OBE. He has returned to his
retreat. :

Tories to cut
unemployment at
a stroke

UNEMPLOYMENT figures will soon
be reduced by 10 per cent, if the
government has its way. Has the
government had a change of heart?
Is it intending to build much-needed -
hospitals, schools and homes? Don‘t
worry. ‘

A quarter of a million people will
no longer find themselves part of the
jobless statistics — but they won't’
have jobs. They are the poor unfor-
tunates who have to sign on at the
dole office every fortnight although
they are not entitled to any benefit,
such as those who have not worked
long enough to qualify.

The government wants to count

Manchester engineers
occupy to save jobs

WORKERS from Laurence Scott Electromotors oc-
cupied their factory last Friday. The plant is under
threat of closure with a loss of 650 jobs. The
employer, Arthur Snipe, wants to transfer work to
the company’s Norwich plant.

In the view of Bob Penchion, the union con-
venior, the company is ‘asset stripping’ and is try-
ing to attack its most organised workplace.

The Laurence Scott group has recently been
taken over by Mining Supply Company. It produces
motors on contract to the National Coal Board and
for the Royal Navy's Polaris submarines.

" The workers are now getting down to the task
of building support for their occupation. The fac-
tory in Norwich is to be asked not to handle any
work from Manchester. The group has other plants

"in Blantyre near Glasgow, Wolverhampton and

Aylesbury. . -

The occupiers will also be lodking for support on
the People’s March and on the 16 May Manchester
demonstration organised by the Royal Pride
strikers. '

The firm has been benefitting from the govern-
ment’s short-time working scheme and two Man-
chester Labour MPs, Charles Morris and Kenneth
Marks, are demanding to know why, after receiv-
ing the hand-outs, itis now under threat of closure.
Messages of sup;;ort and donations to: Appeal
Fund, Laurence Scott, Louisa St, Higher Open-
shaw, Manchester 11. : :

only those who receive benefit in the
figures of the unemployed. Nice one
Thatcher!

'Socialist
Challenge

‘One of thev most readable left-wing papers
for working class people produced today.’
Colin Herd (steelworker) Bob Anderson (miner).

- *] think Socialist Challenge is the best -paper

on the left — it’s as easy as that, isn‘t it.’

‘What'’s been good recent'v are the
specials — the in-depth news about
industrial struggles and situations — which
have been useful for militants to learn
something from.

‘Usually, the left papers just comment on
the industrial scene but Socialist Challenge
is now able to aid militants at their place of
work. This is crucial for a socialist
newspaper and Socialist Challenge’s major
strength.’ -

Dave Ward (Branch Secretary, Crawley POEU;
Secretary, Crawiey Trades Council; South-east
Regional Council of the TUC.)

LN
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S is how Michael

her MP launch-

& campaign in sup-

of Benn’s candi-

at a press con-

ce in Manches-
last Thursday:

*We are supporting.
y Benn for deputy
er of the Labour Party
sse he stands by the

ision of the fast Labour

conference . on an
i strategy to end
ployment uitting
EEC, and umlater
[ IEAIC t.

 “Denis Healey opposes
of these decisions,’
acher added. ‘Benn’s
fidacy is designed to

ensure that next time
round-we have a leader-
ship of the Labour Party
committed to carrymg out
these policies.’

Press

Other ‘speakers at the
press conference were Bill
Daly, president of ‘the
Greater Manchester Con-
federation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering Unions;
‘Arnold Spencer and. Val
Stevens of Manchester
City Labour Party; and
Mick McAuley, chair-
person of Ferranti Hollin-
wood shop stewards’ com-
mittee.

Des Tierney and Steve Potter - |

D powerful speeches at the Scottish
des Union Congress last week marked the
i ing of a break-up of the initial near-
ally hostile reaction by trade union
s'to Tony Benn's bid for the Labour Par-

puty leadership.

C chairperson Alan

er set the tone on the
day of the congress.
e formally bring-
the greetings of the
[ General Council, he
the opportunity to
y -to an anti-Benn
ch by Helen Liddell,
Beottish Labour Party
eferring to her appeal
mnity in the face of
y attacks, Fisher ask-
nity for what?’
He went on: ‘How did
pet a Labour govern-
g which was commit-
o an irreversible shift
wealth in- favour of
fing people when it
telected, and yet at the
of five years 84 per
of wealth producin
s were still owned b
ecnt of the popula-

sher |
We must not have
poe and simple unity,’
er  continued, ‘these
jgs must be debated.’

fter his speech, Alan
- told the press that
Hper ally supported

’s mndidacy and that.

the fourth largest
with 600,000 votes,
d also be likely to
Benn in- a straight

R with Denis Healey.
Fisher was too polite

prs” president, felt no
comstraints.

Gahey

o thunderous ap-
he_declared: ‘I'm
fomy Benn. The issue
one of personalities
what will be the
of the next
jowr government.’
lecognising the mood
overwhelining ma-
of  delegates,
ol Foot - scrapped
of his “scl

o

uled
om devolution and

Alan Fisher (asbove left)
has said NUPE is fikely to
back Benn. Scottish
‘miners’ leader Mick
McGahey (above right)
received thunderous ap-
plause at the STUC con-
gress when he declared
his sup, ’gort for Benn,
while Peter Shore (right)

 took to the streets —
- well, a street — to brand

the left with the crime of
‘asserting the supremacy,
of the party over the

supremacy of parliament’

addressed himself to the
crisis in the party.

The Labour Party
leader claimed he was ‘the
last  person in  the
movement” to. argue’ for
suppression of debate. But
he tempered this approach
b¥ returning to the theme

unity agamst the Tories.

It was as much-for this

fine balancing act and for

' the fact that he did not

criticise . Benn’s - can-
didature that Foot earned
his standing ovation. .

- The shift to the left in
the STUC was followed by
another bombshell for the

. right wing on Friday when

news broke that the leader-
ship of the Transport and
General Workers Union
-has shifted from its posi-
tion of outright opposition
to Benn’s campaign.

Some motions bemg
considered for the union’s

biennial conference this .

summer promote the idea
of a vote by all affiliated
members in their branches
and a national count to
deccrmmc the -attitude of
the union’s delegation on
the major questions at the
Labour Party conference.

‘Jenkins

A similar proposal- is

cons:deted by ac--

“tivists ‘in the white-collar

W Ghellonge - 30 April 1961 Page 4
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The launch of this
‘Back Benn’ campaign: in
Manchester followed wide
circulation . in the. local
labour movement of a
statement which welcomed
Benn’s decision to stand.

Bill Daly explained the
need to take the campaign
into the trade union move-
ment: ‘It’s undemocratic
for some unions to be
declaring in the media
which way their union will
vote. We. should be cam-
paigning for that decision
to be made by union con-
ferences.’

Michael Meacher out-

union ASTMS. Clive
Jenkins, the - union’s
general secretary, was the
first to attack Alan Fisher
for his speech at the
STUC.

"~ The credibility that
Jenkins won in ASTMS
because of his suppoit for
the 40-30-30 election for-
-mula is starting to
evaporate with reports
that he would back Healey
in a straight run-off. The
left in the union plans to

. have Benn address a fringe’

meeting at the conference.

Two

big . eve-of-
conference

rallies with
kmg ‘were. a
feature of the conferences
at the Union of Shop .
Distributive and Altied

" “Workers ‘and the white-
collar umon APEX ﬂns_.

i

lined plans for the cam-
paign in the run-up to the
October election. .
This includes asking all
constituency Labour Par-
ties to invite a speaker on

" . the candidacy and to nom-

inate Benn;’ requesting the
trade union conferences to

“ask Benn to speak or to

organise fringe meetings,
and tq set up. support
rallies-around the country.

Sign

Additional sxgnatornes
to the support statement
are; Bob Cryer, MP; Bob
Wright, assistant general
secretary AUEW; .and

-~

And the. Broad Left in =
the Post Office Engineer-

‘ing Union expects hun-
dreds of delegates to at-
tend a fringe meeting for

Benn at the POEU con- -

ference this summer.
Reply

Rank and file militants
at the union. conferences
will be replying to the right
wing that it is they and not
Benn who have been the
- ‘most- destructive of unity
agamst the Tories with
their failure to respond to

Tory attacks, particularly
unemployment.

And to the right’s .

.claim that a elgrfe vote for
~Benncould I

defections to: the Social
-Desmocrats, -militants will

bearguing thatno conces-

«

to further”
- in buildi

L:ft- off for Benn in Manchester

‘Bob Wright

Steve Wright, Manchester
district cttee. AUEW.

‘0

sions should be made to
blackmail of this sort,
while denouncing any such
split as a treacherous at-
tack on the unity of the
working class.
The strongest guaran-
. tee against a split in the
Labour Party is a strong

"Labour left which under-

stands and bases itself on
the struggle in the unions.

_The best guarantee of
denying Waeighell, ' Sirs,

Chapple, Duffy and the

‘rest of the. right is the
‘building of ‘a left. wing in
the unions dedicated to
‘taking home the struggle
to the union bureaucrats

and. their counterparts in
the Labour Party.

The STUC econgress

showed the effect that the
" Benn’ campalgn can have

suchaleftwmg Imo
known.’

‘in"thé 1abetr: fhovenient.

“Journalists’ leader backs

'Champlon of CLPs’

JONATHAN Hammond, v:ce-presldent of the jour-
nalists’ union, considers that far from going against
the unity of the Labour. Party, Tony Benn’s can--
didacy will reinforce it.

‘Benn is evidently the champoon of the comtl-‘
tuency parties,” says Hammond, “and he will help to
build umty inthe party by gwing a volcn to therank

~ and file.’

Support_for Benn as deputy loadet hc adds, ..
should be raised at the conférences of all affiliated
unions. ‘The conferences should deoode, rather
than a stitch-up by full-time officials.’ - ’

The NUJ, like the teachers’ and other white-
collar professional unions, is not affiliated t6 the
Labour Party. Hammond is concerned that. it

‘should be. :

He mentions that at a recent conference on
unemployment, TUC chairperson Alan Fisher said
that we could no longer afford the luxury of ‘non-
polmcal‘ umons

Count me m says
Transport Union leader
WALTER GREENDALE, an esecutive memba;l

 of the TGWU representing Region No. 10, told’

Socialist Challenge:

“The decision was made at-the: Labour’ Party con:
Jerence that ‘there should be elections for .- the party

leadership and deputy. leadershtp You can’t have anm .

election without candidates; Perhaps someone wilt
: deczde to stand for the Eadership, too. '

support. Benn as’ deputy leader —. mthw s

quabﬁcatzorw I think he’s very sincere and 1 like th
policies he advocates. They are in line with ihe T’GWU‘;;‘
own policies: anti-EEC, against government interferend¥’
in wages; anti-nuclear, and for. accountability. )
“The usual practise in the TGWU is that the executivg
makes -a recommendation on Labour Party issues, awd:
then the Labour Party conference delegation, made i
of delegates from the union’s regmns ‘would have
 right to make its ewn: decisions. '
A think that the ectivists. in the movement M
Benn, it-will :be the amwsts who _make their vie




- “are facing massivajents

and ratesrises. ‘Won't”
the Labour Party's pro-

L~ posals to further raise

_ rates ‘to. pay for your .
‘programme mean a big-

~ ger cut in living stan-
 dorts s and demoralise

- men
1ocdl

“ cohesive force against the

. government.

-Much of the r.espon-(

* sibility - must lie with the
~TUC and the Labour Par-
...ty national executive. They
» -ate- deliberately not co-
_ “"otdinating. national ac-

© tion.

authorities-inte 2 .-

" THE Labour Party’s manifesto promises that if the
Tories osé their majority on the Greater London Council
- on 7 May, the council will be in the forefront of a cam-

_ paign against the government.

- They said theéy would

: s;t_lppettbcal authorities in
-dispute’ with- the govern-

ment, but they haven’t at-

- ‘:;el‘mpted to lead that strug-
cgles ’

.The GLC is a huge
local authority, so an ag-
gressive Labour admini-
stration could be very ef-

. fective in mobilising sup-

port throughout London

in defending local govern-
" ment services and - cam-

paigning against the Tories

" in Westminster.

-support for * th

A . local  authority
shouldn’t: adopt a neutral
bureaucratic role simply
administering services.

Problem

‘A - Labour-controlled
GLC should be providing
on
strike, - campaighing - ag-
ainst - nuclear -weapons,
creating jobs in London
through public_spending,
cutting the price of school’
meals, publishing a cam-
paigning newspaper, and
$0.0n.

" ‘brought  in

impleémented.
One problem isthatthe  the centre of the fight to -
Labour gioupon the GLC ~ get the Tories out of

has acted aslocal élite,
divorced: from‘the labour
movement. Therg: should
be recorded .vdtes at-its

"~ meetings, which should be :

open to ““representatives

from the party and the

unions. -

Al candidates signed a
.pledge agreeing to abide
y the manifesto.

Resistance te unem-
ployment has to be at

By Geoffrey Sheridan

Tessa van Gelderen
ingey councillor and e
regional Labour Party,

government. Yet the

trade union leadership
merely argues for the .

government to change
course, while the alter-
native economic . stra-
tegy doesn’t begin to
answer the problems.

" Are you in favour of
a fight for the 35-hour

week? How do you see’

a Labour GLC taking it
up? .

It’s nonsense to think that

the kind of campaign _the

WITHIN days of the 7 May local elections,
many working class people will have received
_rates rises which in'some parts of the country
‘are as high as 50 per cent. - C J
Rents on council houses have also comein
or high-rise treatment, and it’s Labour coun-
‘cils which are to the fore in this cost-of-living
‘escalation, a number of them choosing rent
and rates rises to save — or partially save —
council jobs and services. 2

Their argument :is a
simple one: Blame the in-
creases - on the Tory
government. There’s some
truth in that.

While the axe on coun-
cil spending began' under
the Callaghan govern-
ment, Thatcher has set
about sharpening it with a
vengeance. In 1980-81 the
Tories aimed to cut back
local .authority spending

- by over 5 per cent com-

pared to the previous year.
For 1981-82 they want
further cuts of 3 per cent in

-current expenditure, 3 per

cent in housing invest-
ment, and 7 per cent in
other building projects.
. -Government ministers
shaven’t just made
speeches . appealing - for
.these ‘cuts. They have
legislation
changing the basis on
which councils receive cen-
tral government funding,
and enabling Westminster
“to keep ‘tight controls on
local authority spending.
The system is now rigg-
ed to favour the Tory

shires, ~ while = ~central
government funds:to the
deprived inner-city areas
have diminished. ~ .75
Councils . whigh- - have
defied the Tory digtats on
en penalised
by an even bigget-axe on
what  they - receive. from
cooand in-

s a campaigning GLC

asked JEREMY CORBYN, a Har-
xecutive member of the London
about the way he sees this being

TUC is running against
unemployment . could be
successful. We’ve seen the
same . approach . before-
over racism, which ig-
nored its causes. '

It’s the same with un-
employment. The reasons
have to be stated — the
lack- of control over
capital, and the fact that
more money is to be made
by. speculating than pro-
ducing. -

Thatcher  wants to
divide the labour move-

-ment by saying that wages
~cause inflation. The cam-

dividual councillors have
been threatened with a sur-
charge on their personal
income.

So the Tories can cer-
tainly be blamed for
changing the rules of the
game, and for ensuring
that it’s a game only the
wealthy can win. That’s a
good . reason to vote

- Labour on 7 May. .
But the trouble is that .

Labour “councils haven’t

_ quit:the

“Hiking” 8p -Fenis 1
rates in order ta save ser-

~ vices - is based on the

assumption  that  the
answer to local need lies in
the pockets of the working
class. It hardly amounts to
defiance of "the Tories’
aims. .

Yet this has been the
policy advecated by left-
wing Labour councillors,
while the Labour right has
thrown ‘in a package of
cuts, too, encouraging the
Tories to push their luck
still further next time.

If the Labour left be-

lieves it..is following a“’

lesser-of-two-evils pblicy, -
many working class people
disagree. In Scotland tens
of thousands of council
tenants are on rent strike,
and similar moves "are
underway .in parts of
England and Wales.

There is on¢ way that
Labour councils can gain
working class sufp;;:;rt ‘and
hasten the end of the That-
cher government. That. ig’
by refusing to make any
cuts, or to increase rent or
rates.. FERRE

paign against unemploy-
ment has to be linked to
the 35-hour week and
higher wages.

A Labour GLC has to

support the unemployed in

organising, not through
recreation centres,” but
directly = through trade
union organisation. We
 also have to create jobs, by
creating industry and sup-
port for workers’ co-oper-
atives, and. by fighting to
get rid of the Tory govern-
ment.. Unemployment is
the cornerstone of  every
Tory policy. :

The -7 May election
isn’t simply a.council elec-
tion. It’s against the Tory
government, and if we win
London we must cam-
paign to get rid of the
government. The GLC has
to be committed to doing
.that in everything it does.

It is not a novel idea. It

was among the proposals
adopted at a-conference
held by Lambeth councit
last November where over
600 labour movement
organisations were rep-
resented. But it does re-
quire real defiance to im-
plement the plan.
" Labour councillors ask
where the money is sup-
posed to come from if rent
and rates aren’t raised.
They should take a look at
the profits being made by
the banks. In 1979 the big
four banks mnotched up
profits totalling’ £1,562m,
and with sky high interest
rates they have been rak-
ing it in since then.

g L0t
incredible -~ £120,000 on
average to provide a coun-.
cil home, 88.3 per cent of
this sum went on interest
charges. -

Refusing to pay the
money lenders would be a
stride towards nationalis-
ing the banks and finance
houses under - workers’
control, a policy which the
pext Lapour government
should be committed to.

_If, as is:probable,
Labout couneillors would
be “jailed for not 1;:la.ymg
the Tories’ game, they will
need to summon mass sup-
port to mount the kind of
resistance the government
can be forced to bow to._

It backed off pit
closures quickly -enough

shen the miners. took to
the picket lines.

cillors ¢lain that that sup-
‘port whuldn’t be' thele.
How they-. know g
_they’ve never called fof it
“is ane of the mysteries7of

ecping _ gains by
1 next Thursday will
boost to removing the:
% from i ¢
and‘defiance from Labowr
councillors — many of

To

4 -

“whom face. reselection:
before the 1982 elections
— would bring the kind of
‘mass. action needed to e~

;Sur -t@.dgyg!qpmem.



Deptford
quiry police
n the spot

Toni Gorton

S THE official inquiry

o the Deptford fire
into
. the police and the
woner are trying to pro-
that the fire which
ed 13 lives was the
uit of a fight within
» house:
According to John Larose,
person of the New Cross
sacre  Action Committee
e police have deliberately not
jued any other lines of in-
ptigation such as the fire be-
caused by a racist inspired
bomb

¥ The police and tl;le coroner
intent on badgering people
p were at the party. They

T A time when America

spending $10bn on the
ce shuttle and giving
he murderous Salvador-

p junta $45m, a serious
pblem here goes un-

On 17 April the 24th victim
the series of murders in
lanta Georgia, was found.

racist violence that is part
g parcel of the daily lives of
of colour living in the

sed’ world.
The police, the Federal
tion, and

ean of Investi

pliticians in the ite House
added to the grief of black
people with their theories on
‘motives for the murders.
They have suggested that
Jae slain youth were child pro-
utes, mentally retarded or
at they were ‘street children’
wh no family life and so
esumably ‘deserved’ their

The official theory on the
is equally insulting.
Police have repeatedly stated

at the killer is a black male.
p black men are being harass-

BOD

[

One FBI agent has claimed
at in four of the deaths the
ents were the killers and in
pther that the killer was a
pmosexual black man.

Black people have refused
p take this sitting down.
Broups set up by blacks across
country . have organised
Bes that have brou
pusands on to the streets
emanding that a state of

Btianta. This would bring in
pderal funds to be used in the
earch for the killer(s).

. Camille Bell, chairperson of
Atanta Committee to Stop
Children’s  Murders, and
pother of one of the murdered
ths, spoke at a recent local

ncle Tom

She emphasised that the
pblem was not restricted to
Astanta and could only be
rorsened by}eagan’s propos-
budget and cuts.
She stressed, too, that even
pagh the mayor of Atlanta,
laynard Jackson, was a
egro’ he was not black. ‘He
s refused to take up the cam-
agn in the interests of the peo-
and does not see it as a
mcial attack.’ .
Camille Bell spoke about
need for black people to
ealise that Uncle Tom and Un-
Sam are the same. She said
the response from the
‘ lacks was disap-

[H Lid

pimting and that mare support .
q.‘ "'l' Vf J‘wimtl-uim N ,‘.

its second .

Rashl&?Meer in the USA _:

He was another victim of f

t tens of -

prgency be declared in

refuse to allow the families’
lawyers to call witnesses, such
as the father of a policeman

-who was actually in the house

as the fire started. He went
away to the local police station
without saying anything to the
people there.

John Larose adds that the
families are able to put a fight
at the inquest because of the
fact-finding commission which
the community set up im-
mediately after the fire. ‘Had
we relied on police information
then we’d be in the same posi-
tion as all other such inquiries.

‘Our campaign and the

Black People’s Day of Action’

have been important to our
case.’ -

" The pickets of the court continue as

long as the inquiry continues. Join
them at the Coroners’ Court,
County Hall London SEI from
9.30-1pm. For leaflets and further
information contact the New Cross
Massacre Action Committee, 74
Shakespeare Road, London SE24.
Tel 01-737 2268.

had come from poor whites.
This is definitely reflected in

. the local groups which are

predominantly black and are
supported by local white trade
unions. '

While the situation in
Atlanta continues to lookgrim,
national support for the Atlan-
ta children indicates a growing
awareness that the killings are
tied in with black people’s basic

.struggle to survive in an era of - .

Black self-defence patrols needed

By Anna Reese

SATNAM ' Singh Gill, a 20-year-old student from
Henley College was brutally kicked and stabbed to
death by racist thugs in Coventry Precinct on 18 April.

The Campaign against
Racism, involving black and
left wing organisations, has
been set up in response to the

" murder. It is urging support for
Satnam’s funeral procession
and a demonstration against
racist attacks on 23 May.

This murder is the worstina

series of racially motivated at-
tacks.

Beaten

A fortnight ago Susan
Sheema was attacked with a
sickle in her father’s shop;
black youths have been beaten
up; and Asian women have

been spat on and pushed.

cutbacks and growing racial
violence.

J P Blair, a black mother of
four, said during a memorial
service attended by 2,000 in
Washington DC: ‘I think there-
is' something racial going onh
and it doesn’t stop in Atlanta.

‘I really think there are peo-
ple out there who hate blacks
and they believe they can
destroy us ... God I hate to sa
it, tzut that is my honest feel-
ing. R

Coventry
racist murder

Since the murder at least ten
more attacks have taken place.

In a further response, over
400 black workers and youths
discussed black self-defence at
a meeﬁ“f. organised by Coven-
try north-east Labour Party
Young Socialists.

They decided to build anti-
racist defence squads and to in-
itiate patrols
Precinct.

Kermal Johal, a bus driver,
summed up their feelings: ‘We
in the Asian community have
taken the lead. We cannot af-
ford to wait for the labour
movement to protect us.

. “We have taken a lead on
this issue and we must and will
fight in the labour movement,
in the trade unions and the
Labour Party for support. This
way we will win.’

Create-

in Coventry

White youth must be won
away from racist ideas and ac-
tions. It must be explained that
it is qu policies which create
the social conditions that make
hlfe so miserable, not black peo-
ple.

It’s a pity that the national -

I'S la

| Atlanta Blacks

and local "organisers of the
People’s March for Jobs have
not taken up this issue.

. But in Coventry black peo-
ple are assembling a black con-

tingent on the march under the -.

banner ‘No to racist attacks, no
to unemployment.’ -

They have also called a .

public meeting on 20 May on
these demands.

Campaign
Against Racism
Demonstration

23 May
Assemble 1pm,
Edgewick Park

and march to Coventry

precinct g

For further details contact Mr

Singh, Guiu Nanak . Temple,
Harmall = Lane, Covenfrly.

right to self-defense

BLACK residents here are determined to continue
self-defence patrols despite arrests and harassment
from city officials and the police.

The . self-defence patrols
were established by the Tech-
wood Homes Tenants Associa-
tion because of(‘jpolice failure to
stop the murders and disap-
pearances of black children.

The cops have made no
arrests.’

‘If the police were doing
their job we wouldn’t have to
do this,’ explained the THTA
president, Israel Green. ‘This is
our community and if we don’t
protect it nobody’s going to
protect it.’

On 20 March the associa-
tion organised 25 people in
patrols. Most were armed with
baseball bats painted in the
black liberation colours — red,
black and green. '

~

The bats are known as
‘Hank Aaron Crime Stoppers’
(Aaron was a top baseball slug-
ger). Patrol organisers decided
that a few participants should
also carry unloaded guns.

Mayor Maynard Jackson
branded the patrols as ‘vigil-
antes’ and declared ‘that if
patrols did not work with the
police they will not be
tolerated’.

The police smeared the self-
defence units as. the ‘work of
outsiders’ and arrested four of
the participants.

Tenants reacted angrily,
sayigg: ‘The Ku Klux Klan has
armed camps  and they don’t

_patrol,’ |
Anderson of post 7 of the US

fet labelled vigilantes. We get |
abelled because we are black
and low income.’ -

Other tenants’ associations
are setting up patrols. The US
Veterans, a black veterans’
organisation, is talking . to
residents in many housing pro-
jects about organising self-
defence.

" The group calls for a Pro-
ject Watch to safeguard the
streets and stop kidnappings of
black children. ‘We want the
whole city to be one massive
said Commander

Veterans. ,

.. We are glad to see people.
willing to come together to pro--
tect the community, We will
branch out particularly in areas
that have been victimised.

‘Black people have to rise | »

up to protect themselves.’

assert |

-




By Toni Gorton

" FROM Atlanta to Coventry, from Brixton to

Deptford, the sto

is the same — increasing

violence against black people. -

) But black people are fighting “back.
‘They're organising self-defence, they're pro-
‘testing, challenging the police and the courts,
and they’'re organising politically.

William Whitelaw says
that ‘mob rule myst end’
and that he will propose
_stronger  measurés = to

achieve the law and order '

he and hjs party sezdevout-
ly desire. .

We can only ask, in
whose interest does the law
operate and what sort of
‘order’ is envisaged?

According to their laws
police have the right to ter-
rorise whole communities
as they did in Brixton; to
harass l)1"oung black people
through the ‘sus’ laws; to

-raid factories and homes in
.search - of ‘illegal im-
migrants’, and to deny

people like Anwar Ditta
their own children.

In their legal system

they can - arrest- people

suspected of terrorism and -

keep them for seven days
without legal advice. In
the north of Ireland they

can try people in no-jury

courts and put them in
concentration camp condi-
tions of the H blocks and’
Armagh jail.

« . Their laws permit them.
to ally all of us'with the .
repressiveé. regimes in El
Salvador, - South " Africa,
- Saudi Arabia and Chile.

Theiridea of order is to

must go

We say that the 'fories have to go!

keep people deprived of
the basic necessities of life
and to ban publi¢ political
dissent about it. W

_ For the Tories ‘order’ -

consists  of - 'hammering

black and white workers =

into line through unem-
ployment, threats of repa-
triation of blacks, and
laws that restrict
democratic rights.

...Voting Labour . will
striké a blow against Tory
policies and give strength
to all those fighting against
racialism and for jobs,
housing, ‘schools ~ and

hospitals.

Vote Labour on 7 May
Sw ) . quiry

\Wesay...

‘@ 'that black people have -
the right to form organisa-
tions to defend their com-
munities and fight for their
demands. - The labour
movement as a whole has
the duty to support them.
@ that the Nationality Bill
and all the immigration
laws should be dumped.

® that - the : Brixton -
defendents should have all
their charges dropped. For
a labour movemefit ‘in-

he Grunwic struggle marked the beginning of an alliance
between Brent Asians and the local labour movement

" ' : - , .- - SR
;, fight labour right in Brent
- AFIGHT has been raging for over four years in
Brent Labour Party in NW London in which

| - the racist views and policies of the local right-
wing leadership of the party have become a

major issue.
The struggle is now
reaching fever pitch as
. the party members
. select their candidates

for the 1982 council

elections. Such is the

change in the party that

the leader of the coun-

cil, John Lebor, has not

even been nominated
- by his own ward.

Brent blacks and
Asians have been join-
-ing the Labour Party

- and uniting with the
left.
Ronan Brady, of
Brent East CLP, spoke
to Brent councillors
MERLE AMORY and
MANUBHAI PATEL.
~ Merle is the first black
women counciflor in
London and Manubhai
is a founding member of
the Asian Labour Party
.Alliance. .

t MERLE Amory joined the
i< Labour Party in 1976, the
year after she left school.
- ‘I'went to a demonstra-
F tion -against the National

Front in Wood Green,’ she
says, . ‘and after that-I
decided that if the Labour
Party was taking up issues
like this it couldn’t be a
bad thing.’

The. Asian Labour Party

Alliance aims to fight |

racism in the labour move-
ment and to organise equal
opportunities for black
people. R ’

It has branches in Har-
ingey, Wandsworth, Croy-
don, Camden, Islington,

Lambeth, Leicester, Birm- |

ingham, Bradford, Luton
and .Northampton. Con-
tact ALPA c/o Brent Indian
Association, ~ 116 Ealing

Road, Wembley, Mid-
dlesex. . .
Merle represents

Stonebridge, an area
dominated by high-rise
council flats and she sees

housing as the major pro- :

blém.

Manubhai Patel, whe;

came from Uganda in
1961, joined because ‘the
Labour Party first gave
freedom to the colonial

¢

people.’ .

He is excited by the
growth of the - Asian
Labour Party Alliance
(ALPA) — ‘It’s catching
on all over — like Asian
flu!’ )

Manubhai produces a
letter from the Greater
London Regional Council
of the Labour Party wel-
coming the formation of
ALPA and promising to
publicise it. ‘One small
step...”

Next

For both of them, the
Nationality Bill is an at-
tack on black people and
'should be got rid of by the
next Labour government.

‘Until we do that,’ says
Merle, ‘a lot of black peo-
ple will feel cheated and
the Labour Party will be
treated with mistrust.’

Manubhat says that the
Labour Party at.a local
level ‘must ‘show its com-

" mitment to the multi-racial

society’.
He points out that ‘on-

- ly 4 per cent of Brent coun-
cil- houses go to Asians

who make up 20 per cent
of the local population.”

Id

. people

Merle says that ‘racism
is more evident in the trade
unions than in the Labour
Party because being a

member of a trade union -

doesn’t necessarily require
you to have the same poli-
tical consciousness as be-
ing a member of a political
party.

‘One long-term solu-
tion to racism in the labour -
movement would be to

have masses of black peo- -

ple involved in these
bodies. As a step to this,’
Merle adds, ‘the party has
to accept the right of black -
to _organise in-

dependently.

'MERLE AMORY

Tory law and orter’

. ‘Sus’

into Brixton.
Boycott the Scarman in-
quiry. The Special Patrol
(éroup should be disband-
o :

@ that the labour move-

ment  must - campaign
against the bans on
demonstrations.  Right

wing groups should  be
cleared off
through mass action.

@ that the conspiracy and :
should be .

laws

" abolished. And so should -
the Official Secrets Act,
the Criminal Damage Act
and the Public Order Act.

‘It’s
black people in the move-
ment that will force white
people to confront their
own racism.’ ’

Manubhai agrees: ‘We
don’t want to be used as
mascots.’

‘Women

Merle has been cam-
paigning for a town-hall
creche so -that young
women with-children can
get involved - in
politics.

‘The problem is even
greater for black women,’

she says. ‘Because of racial .

oppression -and _cultural
traditions they have fur-
ther barriers to playing a
full role in society.’

Both Manubhai and
Merle are strongly in
‘favour of the nght of
women to decide on the
question of abortion.

Manubhai extends this
prin¢iple to the right of the
Irish people as a whole to
determine = their own
future. ‘Labour-Tory
bipartisan policy is ~an
abomination,’ he says.

the streets ‘

" result of debate and discussion within the
- labour. movement.

the strength of

|Socialist
Challenge

local .

~and race.’

' : [ ‘
=Editorial=
-Organise now
to fight the bans

THE TIME has come to call a halt to the
blanket bans that William Whitelaw has been
placing on the right to demonstrate.

Big questions are before us. How we
should fight these bans? Should we be in
favour of selective bans? Should we defy
Whitelaw?

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
has declared its intention to oppose the three
month ban on all marches in the Strathclyde
area of Scotland.

CND had planned a major demonstration
to go from the Faslane Polaris bases to the
centre of Glasgow. ‘ '

CND national organiser, Sally Davison
warned ‘A lot of our limited resources have
been put behind the march and we fear that if
this march is called off it could lead to future
g%nosi.'That would effactively be the end of
These bans won'’t just be the end of CND
unless challenged they could seriously erode
the hard won right of assembly. :

Itis one of the most vital of political rights
we have — to take our views into public, to
march, to protest; to challenge government )
— to make demands. ) '

In this period of soaring unemployment,
of deep social crisis, of increasing racial at-
tacks, of the race to nuclear extinction, how
can'we. throw away-our right to protest what
our rulers are doing? . :

. The National Council for Civil Liberties,
The Trades Union Congress and a few other-

‘bodies have denounced the bans. This is good

but more is needed. We should organise in
the labour movement to build a campaign to
challerige the bans. :

Is it possible to defy the bans? The bans
can only be defied and defeated with the full

. involvement of the labour movement. But for
- this to happen political clatity is needed.

. ..¥he battle to win the democratic right.to
march and to demonstrate must be won on _
the streets. This can only happen if the
balance of forces between the government,
the police and the working class and the

. soclal movements is shifted in favour of the
“latter. T

_~This change can only come about as a ’

:# At the present time the leaders of the
trade unions- and Labour Party and cam- -

" paigns like the Anti Nazi League are arguing

Jor bans not against.
While their arguments are aimed at get-

“ting the fascists off the streets they under-
- ‘mine the basis of everyone’s rights.

Right now the National Front with the
connivance of Whitelaw and the police is
starting to determine our right of polit!cal
protest. There is no such thing as ‘selective’
bans. v
We say: circulate the following model
resolution in your trade union, Labour Party
or campaigning organisation. )
® We call upon the government te lift all
bans on demonstrations and not to impose
others. - -
® We call upon our Member of Parliament to
-raise as a matter of urgency the democratic
right of people to assemble which is in grave
danger of being denied.

@ We call upon our executive committee to

initiate a campaign structure- to defend

democratic rights and fight the bans.

® We declare the intention of this branch par-
ticipating in such a campaign and will give it

publicity, . funds and whatever other

resources it requires.

‘The thing that strikes me about
- Socialist Challenge is that ! find it
refreshingly open minded and not as
rigidly doctrinaire as other papers on

the left.’

Jacob Ecclestone, Deputy General Secretary, NUJ
‘One of the reasons why [ appreciate
Socialist Challenge is its good co verage
of CND. The paper has always been
unegquivocal on its policy of Troops Out
of Ireland and has had good coverage
of Irish issues. .

‘1 alsa like its coverage of the
economy and the workers’ movement
and its policy on issues such as women
Pat Arrowsmith
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HE scenes that have appeared on our:
television screens over the past weeks are
familiar. British soldiers being pelted with

all sorts of missiles, massive funeral mar-
ches, riots, hijackings and burnings.

" Ireland is once more in the headlines
and on the front pages of every Bntush

newspaper. .

Why do the Irish keep on fighting?
When will they stop? Can anything be
done? Socialist Challenge gives the
answers to the questions being asked this
week in the factories, shops, and pubs.

What are the Insh flghtmg
about this time? -

The latest street-fighting has
been sparked off by the pro-

-spect of the death of Bobby :

Sands ' and other hunger’
strikers. :
Bobby Sands was elected a

-couple of weeks ago as an MP
 for Fermanagh and South

Tyrone. He received just over
30,000 votes.

By then, he had been on.
hunger-strike for 40 days and-

his election showed how much

sympathy there was for him

and the stand he was taking.
But Thatcher refuses to do
anything to try and solve the
prisoners’ issue.

Sksays ‘acrime, isacrime, .

is a crime’ and that Sands has to
be treated as an ordmary
criminal.

What has inflamed the
situation further, especially in
Derry where the rioting has
been particularly fierce, is that
the British government has
shown that when .its soldiers
commit ‘a crime’ it is judged
very differently.

When two Derry youths-

were mowed down and killed
by an army Land Rover last

‘We will never allow
ourselves to be
criminalised, nor our
people either. Grief-
stricken and oppressed,
the men and women of
no property have risen.’
Bobby Sands, MP

week, the pohce said they were -

treating it as ‘an ordinary traf-
fic accident’.

Can you imagine that when
the IRA sets off a car bomb the
police would treat that as ‘an
ordinary traffic accident’? °

That's all very well, but how
can all these peopfe vote for
Bobby Sands? He’s a ter-
rorist, isn‘t he?

Well, he’s a member of the
IRA. But. what is a terrorist?

pcisfist Challenge 30 April 1981 Page 8

~_world

- Raobert Mugabe in Zimbab-
we used to be called a terrorist.

" Then, after he won an election,

just as Bobby Sands won his,
Mugabe was transformed over-

“night into a respectable world

leader. -

Or take another example.
In the last war when the French
underground movement was
blowing up trains, shooting

‘“There is but a single
issue at stake: the right
of human dignity for
Irish men and women
who are imprisoned for

- taking part in this period

of the historic struggle
for Irish independence.’

Bobby Sands, MP
German soldiers and so on,
they were called ‘terrorists’ by
the Nazis, but for most of the
they were resistance
fighters.

Many - use violence for
political ends only - when
they’ve>no other option —

when the normal. channels of
democracy aren’t open to

Look at Bobby Sands’ elec-

tion. We used to be told .

nobody supported the IRA;
that only a tiny minority back-
ed the hunger-strikers.

‘The votes in  Fermanagh -
and South Tyrone dispelled -

that myth. But when the elec-
tors made their wish clear, did

- that ‘change the government’s

attitude? Not a bit of it.

But that still doesn’t explain
why they all voted for Bobby
Sands. -

Obviously, people vote a cer-
tain way for different reasons.

Some thought voting for
Bobby Sands would save his
life, because it would force the
government to admit he was a
political figure and not an ‘or-
dinary criminal’ as Thatcher
keeps claiming.

-All those whd.voted for
Sands. must have agreed with
the demands of the hunger

strikers as that was the plat-
form on which he stood.

-*  Another-reason that people

voted for Sands is because.
many support the aims of the
IRA — a united Ireland and
British withdrawal from the
north of the country.

Well, if the election proved
that point and was such a
significant success for the
IRA, why don‘t they just
stick to standing in elec-

tions, instead of all this -
shooting, bombing and
rioting?

They did try that, and were suc-
cessful, but it didn’t prove ef-
fective. The best example was
the British general election in

"1918. Now that’s going back a

bit, but the roots of the present
trouble were planted then.

Britain controlled all of
Ireland in those days and in the
1918 election over 70 per cent
of the Irish people voted for
Sinn Fein, the political wing of
the IRA. Sinn Fein was stan-
ding in support of an indepen-
dent Irish republic, a united
Ireland free of any British
presence.

No candidates in that elec-
tion stood on a platform which
included the partition~ of
Ireland, but partition is exactly
what the British established.

When a majority of Irish
MPs refused to accept this and
set up. a republic in Irelard the
British army was sent in to
smash the republic.

So it’s all very welktalking
about democracy as opposed to

violence, but it was British =

violence which suppressed Irish
democracy in the first place.

Yes, but that's not the situa-
tion today. The majority of
the people in Northern
Ireland want to. stay with
Britain.

That’s trye, but how was the
majority created in the first
place? The constituency of Fer-
managh and South Tyrone is a
good example. -

It’s on the border with the
south of Ireland, the majority
want to be part‘of a united
Ireland, so why were they ever

_rily just want to be transferred

included in the northern state?

The same can be said for
parts of county Armagh and
the city of Derry. If you were
drawing a‘border across Ireland
it would be logical that all these
areas would be part of the
south.

But the Loyalists in the
north  would never have
swallowed that. Their aim was
to grab as large an area of
Ireland as possible, as long as
within that area they could ex-
pect to have a comfortable ma-
jority. That was the undemo-
cratic basis on which the border
was erected in Ireland.

Consequently, to talk of
majority rule inside the north
of Ireland is to talk of a maj-
ority which- was artificially
created. It’s like saying that if
75 per cent of union members
vote for strike action, the 25 per
cent who voted against have the
right to cross the picket line.

into the. south They want a
united Ireland, and that means
all of Ireland.

‘Many are also critical about

the type of state the south has -

become. For example, the Pro-
visionals say - they favour a
socialist republic — and_the
south of Ireland is as far from
being socialist as Thatcher’s
Britain.

That brings up another
point. All this talk of Irish
unity and Irish nationalism,
why should socialists be in-
terested in such things?
Aren‘t socialists meant to be
internationalists, not na-
tionalists?

Of course, eventually the
socialist vision is of a world in
which national boundaries will
disappear, but that should be
the free choice of the peoples
concerned.

And certainly Britain is not

‘l was born in Rathcoole, a predominantly Protes-
tant area of Belfast. | was keen on sports and won
a lot of medals for Protestarit clubs.

‘In 1972 my family was intimidated out of our
home and we moved to Twinbrook on the outskirts
of Belfast. Soon after this | was intimidated from
my workplace at gunpoint.

‘Shortly after this | joined the Republican move-
ment. | had seen too many houses wrecked, fathers
and sons arrested, neighbours hurt, too much gas,
shooting and blood — most of it our own people’s.’

Bobby Sands, MP

~ Maybe one solution would

be to redraw the boundary,
so that those areas which
wanted to, on the northern
side, would be allowed to
join the south.
On a practical level that
wouldn’t work. Take the exam-
ple of Belfast. Around a third
of the population there sup-
ports a united Ireland, but you
could hardly split that city up,
give a third of it to the south
and leave the rest under the
control of Britain.

Anyway those in the north
of Ireland who support the en-
ding of partition don’t necessa-

in Ireland for internationalist
reasons — it is there to defend
Britain’s own national interests
and those of its Western allies.

Socialists say that in a con-
test between British nationalists
and Irish nationalists we should
support the Irish — because
their nationalism is in support
of the people of Ireland to
govern their own country,
while British nationalism aims
at repressing that right.

It is the British state which
is the aggressor against the Irish
people.

A second point is that
socialism in Ireland is only

possible, once there is the pro-:
spect of a united working class,

_and the working class in Ireland
are permanently divided by the

border.

But why is Britain in Ireland? 2

The only thing.we seem to
be getting out of it is
trouble?

Ideally, Thatcher and . the
Tories would like to get out. Or
at least they would like to be
able to withdraw the troops and

see' the north return to some .

degree of normality. They
ight even put up with a united
reland  if it stopped ‘the

— troubles

But a number of conditions-
would have to be met first.
They would need to be sure that
a united Ireland would be

friendly to British interests; .
that Ireland would join NATO

for example, :

They would need to know
that British investments would
be safe in any united Ireland,
and that British companies and

financial institutions would be .

free to continue to exploit Insh
workers.

None of this would be at " all
certain if Britain got out now —
which is why British govern-
ments have always felt obliged

to stay in Ireland, The dilemma’'

they face is that the longer they

stay, the more opressive their

presence becomes . and . the
greater is the anti-British feel-
ing in Ireland itself.

In that respect, it is very dif-
ficult for the ruling class in Bri-

tain to get out of .Ireland -
because it cannot be certain of )

what it will leave behind.

But surely, if the troops. ‘j
there .~ j

o

were pulled out;
would be more violence?

First, let’s appreciate the role

of the troops, and the aim of o

Britain’s whole security policy.
The troops are all stationed m
Republican areas.

They are supported by the :

Army-controlled Ulster Def-

ence Regiment, over 90 per cent . !
of whose membership is made .
up of Protestants. The IRA is-

an illegal -organisation, while

the Loyalist Ulster Defence .

to
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giation, who openly admit
mlering Catholics, is not.
it other-words, the troops
net there to keep the
olics and - Protestants

the anti-British rebellion.
som - Britain’s point of
the troops are essential
that role, because if they
f’t ‘there the whole nor-

¥ state would collapse; the -

ral Irish m Jorlt{ would
t -itself and the Loyalists
f -mot maintain their hold
#esix northern counties.
Be Loyalists themselves
ge this, which.is why they
- that the troops have to
vBut just as they know
cause would be lost if Bri-
rwithdrew, equally the
mmce they would put up to
ted Ireland — especially if
British weren’t there to
- them up, — would be

ethe short term, there may
il be an increase in
¢, and that violence
gome from the Loyalists,
ted against Catholics.
hetiit is in those areas where
plics would be most

Fhacir o PECINIEY CEVOXINCY
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% HUNGERSTRIKER

BOBBY7 g

ard to new victories!
le's .  Democracy
nge Fitt and Devlin at
ls
mons of the struggle -
of  PD pamphlet
rs or Partition’

ble - “from your
plist Challenge seller or
Other Bookshop, 328
i 'Street, London ‘N1.
gt from PO Box 50 Lon-
i1 25p inc p&p :

;they. are there to put -

‘l was only a working class boy from a nationalist
ghetto, but it is repression that creates the revolu-
tionary spirit of freedom. :

I shall not settle until | achieve the liberation of
my country, until Ireland becomes a sovereign in-
dependent socialist republic.

We, the risen people, shall turn tragedy mto
triumph. We shall bear forth a nation.”

Bobby Sands, MP

vulnerable to Loyalist attacks
— the working class ghettoes —

where the call has been loudest .

for Britain to get out.

The people there know that
the sooner Britain leaves, the
greater the prospect will be for
permanent peace in Ireland.

So Britain should get out
now?

Yes, and not just becausethatis:

‘the most practical solution.

The Irish people have a right to
rule themselves, to determine
their own future, to sort out
their affairs without the in-
terference of what 'most of the’
population regard as a foreign
government.

The people of Ireland have
been fighting the British in their
country for over 800 years, and
all the signs are that they will
keep on fighting until Britain
leaves.

That is why socialists in this
country call for the immediate
withdrawal of British troops,

and self-determination for the _

Irish people as a whole. -

So what can people do who
support these arguments?
First of all they should win the
broadest support possible for
the H Block/Armagh prisoners
inside the British and interna-.
tional labour movement. Then..
there are also a number of dif-
ferent organisations in this
country who are active on the
Irish question, and in general
support of British withdrawal.

The largest is the Troops
Out Movement which has lockl

branches in many parts of the -

country. The TOM is open to

by phoning (01) 267 2004.

" Committee on Ireland whose

ford Hill, London N16.

~the truth .of the matter is |
.that it is the only paper |

all who agree with its two
demands — self-determination
for the Irish people, and the im-
mediate withdrawal of British
troops.

The TOM can be contacted

There is also the Committee
for Withdrawal from Ireland
which has organised ‘meetings,
conference and demonstra-
tions. They can be contacted by -
writing to CWI, c/o Youth Of-
fice, 1 Whitehall Place, Lon-
don SW1. .

For those in the Labour |
Party there is also the Labour

motion at the last Labour con-
ference called upon the next
Labour government to ‘im-
mediately begin the process’ of
British withdrawal. The LCI
can be contacted c¢/0 5 Stam-

Socialist

Challenge

‘l went to Socialist
Challenge to tell what
really happened because

do support.

It's the only left
paper | read and feel at
one with.’

Michael McAliskey on why he
tokd the story in Socialist
Challenge of how he and
Bernadette McAliskey were shot.
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T month a consultative . document, the
ales TUC Social Plan, was issued for.discus-
pn at this weekend’'s Wales TUC :con-
ence. As an alternative to the Tories'
ponomic policies it projects a 3-wa agree-
t between the trade unions, the
pration of British Industries (CBI) and the

on-

xt Labour government. PAUL HIGHFIELD

porkers.
~ Welsh working people

jrd by Tory government
flicies and the ‘economic
mp. In one yedr, from
rch 1980 to March
Bl, unemployment in
des rocketed from
L000 to nearly- 147,000
-a staggering increase of
000.

. South Wales miners
cently showed how to
ph back with the
gnificent defeat of the
ies over pit closures.
prove:

fthe fight over jobs.
The Wales TUC
puld give working peo-
the inspiration and
ection to learn from the

pers on how to defend -

and living standards.

Unfortunately there is -

obstacle to this: the cur-
leadership of the
ales TUC and the
icies they support.
Their approach 'can be
nmed up as follows: to
pate new jobs Wales
pds new investment; to
ct this investment
es must show that it
a co-operative and
militant workforce;
lore demonstrations
strikes are counterpro-,
ftive, and everything

proceéed through
otiations and collabo-
pn with employers and
prnment.

The Wales TUC Social

strategy. Its centre-
pe is a utopian ‘agree-
* between the trade
pms, the next Labour
ent, and the CBI.
The govemment and
CBI would agree to in-

been hit particularly

d BARRY WILKINS argue that the strategy
the Wales TUC is no way forward for Welsh

creased social spending,
the expansion of employ-

~ ment in the service sector,*

and a reduction of the

" basic working week to 35

hours. :

They would also ensure
wages kept pace with infla-
tion, and set a minimum .
wage level af not less than

that the -
ernment can be beaten

two-thirds % of average
earnings. - ©
Wales TUC

public fringe meeting
1pm Sat 2 May
Marine Hotel

Speakers Lee Jeans occupa-
“tion, Port Talbot and
Llanwern Action groups,
‘South Wales leg of People’s
March, Alsp invited: NUM,
NUR, British Aluminium
Resolven.

is a good example of

ocialist
hallenge

The trade unions for
their part would accept the
inevitability of redundan-
cies in manufacturing in-
dustry, confining their res-
ponse to negotiating better
redundancy payments.

They would also allow
‘manpower restructuring’,
meaning more shift work,
more intensive working

. practices, and more flexi-
ble use of the workforce, -
along with more control”

by the trade union leader-
ships over the rank and file
to. smother unofficial ac-
tion.

The Social Plan should
be thrown out by the
Wales TUC conference. It

says nothing about what.

working people should be
doing now to fight the
Tory onslaught. It is ab- -
surd to suggest that the
CBI would ever volunteer

v

& bafasced view of the paliticel asd

’-M_“

Commolly, comvenor of crufes, Yorkskare BSC
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to let wages keep pace wrth
inflation unless they were
forced to by the labour
movement.
Further, the -Social
Plan disarms the trade
union movement in ad-
vance by rejecting any
militant struggle. It binds
and gags the union mem-

_ bership in order to win

agreement - with the CBI

- and the government.

This strategy of open
collaboration with the
bosses is extremely
dangerous for working
people. It was the.
militancy of the miners
which saved their jobs,
and the ‘reasonable-
ness’ of ISTC leader Bill

- Sirs: and ‘Wales TUC -

general secretary George
Wright which lost the
steelworkers theirs.

Lastly, the Social Plar %’

- pushes the idea of. co

operatives. According to-
George Wright, 51gnrficant
employment opportunities
can be provided in Wales
on the model of the Mon-
dragon co-operatives in
the Basque country.

But it took 25 years to
create 18,500 jobs in these
Basque = co-operatives.
And this was helped by the
boom years of the 1950s
and 60s. That many jobs
(18,500) were lost in Wales
in just one month last year
as the government ran
down the steel industry!
 With total unemploy-
ment - now - standing at
147,200 (13.6 per cent of’
the workforce), and in the
depths of - an economic
slump,  Welsh co-op-
eratives could barely begin
to meet the massive need
for jobs.

Problem

The proposal for co-
operatives does not tackle
the basic problem —
defeating the Tory govern-
ment and resolving the
economic crisis in favour
of working people rather
than the bosses.

Opposition to. the
Social Plan has grown in-
side the labour movement

over the last month. It is -

rumoured that George
Wright may withdraw it
from the Wales TUC con-
ference agenda because he
is afll':ld it will be rejected!

labour movement

Wales

TUC
‘leadels:
how
not to
fight
back

time, would create hun-
dreds of thoesands of new

ocmpanons,
national strikes,

kes, to de-
- mand major-capital invest- : :

‘out industrial strike

-demoralisation.

When Thatcher vrslted Cardlff' m’
December 1980 the Wales TUC halif-
heartedly called for a picket, but did
nothing to build it. And when she
returned in March this year, it refus-
ed to do anything, and left the job to
the Cardiff Trades Council.

The Wales TUC’s main contribu-
tion to the British TUC's ‘week of ac-
tion’ in April was a ‘gala’, rather than
a demonstration, which proved a .

total flop.

The only time that the Wales TUC
has given leadership was on 28
Under

January 1980.

" Steelworkers picket Margaret Thatcher’s visit to Cardiff last December.

ment in the Welsh pits,
railwavs and steel.
The baskdme of mand

howses, hospuals
schools would not only,
building .

employ more
workers and fill a crying
social need; it would also

increase demand for coal
and steel. Such a burldmg :

‘WE have become a respected part of
the Weish establishment’.
general secretary George Wright's
view of the role of the Wales TUC. It
explains the leadership’s startling
record of hesitancy and inaction.
During the 1980 steel strike they
twice postponed the call for an all-
in Wales,
resulting in much bltterness and

To defend jobs and living standards the only weapon wecan use is the organised strength of the

That's

massive

programme could be paid
for by reducing the mass-
ve arms bill, in parncuhr
cancelling  all

weapons.

The powerful mili-
tancy of the Welsh
workers should be used

t0_spearhead industﬂal'

pressure from steelworkers and ¥
miners it called a one-day general k-
strike and demonstration in support-§°
of the steel strike and in defence of §f
steelworkers’ jobs. K
It was a tremendous success..§ .
with nearly a quarter of a million:§
Welsh workers on strike, and the big-:
gest: demonstratron Cardlff has ev

seen
: nstgad of dev pmg this action §
to fogce the British'Steel Corporation
to back down on their redundanc
plans,” the Wales TUC stifled it~
George Wright's comment on the af--
fair is illuminating.
He told the House of Commons
Select Committee on Welsh Affairs:-
‘“There has only been one hiccup in in--
dustrial relations in Wales since the |
Wales TUC was. created, and that
was on 28 January, one hiccup in’
seven years.” He was also the author
of the famous remark: ‘Always keep-
ing people employed in the steel in-
durstry, that is not practical.’

action to get rid of the
Tories, and to return a
Labour government .

committed to socialist

policies. A useful first
step in that direction
would be for the Wales
TUC to throw its wel?u
behind Tony Benn

deputy Labour leader. "




- 200,000 to 400,000 women are home-workers, pro-

The hidden unemployed

Nearly half a million women want jobs but are

not registered as unemployed. They are labelled

as housewives whatever work they've done in the s
past or plan to do in the future. in addition 9

bably the most exploited group of workers in Bri-

| Tory government'

WOMEN'S UNEMPLOYMENT (GB)
(REGISTERED)

been a sharp acceleration

The number of unemplioyed women rose steadily
in the 1970s. Since the end of 1979, there has _ Thatcher

Oui' ﬁghts

attacked

Unfair dismissal:
under the Tories 1980
Employment Act all
workers must have
worked for at least
one year to qualify for
protection from unfair
dismissal — two
years for those who
work in firms of 20
employees or less..

. This affects many

jobs mainly done by
women. For example:
75 per cent of the
workforce in clothing
manufacture are

tain. women and 61 per
cent of these firms.
employ less than 25
people.
Maternity: An
employer is now
under the Employ-
ment Act only obliged
to give a woman her
old job back after
pregnancy if it is
‘reasonably prac-
ticable’. Only 42 per
cent of apparently
eligible worhen who
.worked in firms of

" less than 100 -
employees actually
received their mater-

nity pay.

Government policy
on social security
provisions, mater-
nity benefits, taxa-
tion and so on, is

) 1 1 \ ¥ T T T T
1972 73 74 75 76 ” 78 7 80

Young and black

“Between 1973 and 1977 white female einployment

Jobs: The first to go o

increased by 605 per cent. Black women'’s went
‘up by a staggering 1,110 per cent! A survey of » designed to force
‘youth unemployed in South London showed that Women’s unemployment has risen sharply as a unemployment has risen by 207 per cent. Between ~ Womeri back into
70 per cent of young black women had no job direct result of government policies. For the first September 1979 and September 1980 every in- the home.

dustry, except insurance, banking and finance, has

time since the early ‘50s the number of women
cut the number of women it employs.

employed dropped drastically. Since 1975 female

In the workplace

since leaving school compared to 20 per cent of
| white fomalo school leavers.

In the unions

Nearly one-third of Britain’s trade unionists are
wonien and the humbers are growing every day
In the last ten years the public employees union,
:NUPE has increased its female membership by

: 238 per cent; the white collar union, ASTMS, by
721 per cent and the male dominated engineering
‘union, AUEW by 52 per cent.

e /

Counter
information
services

a Transnati ional
Institute Affiate
950

Z39) ) 0loud

Women workers occupying Lee . feans . actory in GreenocKk are fig

At the Festiva | Checkllst for the Festival

® DISTRIBUTE leaflets in workplaces,
fo r WO m e n s shopping centres. Ask for speakers to adver-
R i g hts a ga i nst tise festival at all May Day events.
Tory attacks

® IN the run up to the People’s March for
Women from Lee Jeans

Jobs, make sure there are speakers on

women’s rights and remember to advertise
the Festival.

occupation, Royal Pride

factory dispute in Salford

will speak at the final rally.

Socialist

Challenge

‘Socialist Challenge
has been a great help
to us in getting news
out about our occu-

@ IF other women in your area would like
to come, why not book a mini bus or coach?
@ IF your organisation wants a stall at the
Festival then contact us at 374 Grays Inn
Road, London WCI. Tickets, posters and
leaflets also available.

: : Jo Richardson MP, will ; i pation. The .mere
Most of the facts here have come from the CIS pigddlbd Feel like relaxing after the rally? <
Report. It is crammed full of useful data and looks talk about the fight ahead BOP AGAINST THATCHER. people that read it
. at every aspect of women’s lives. Available fro of us for improved abor- Women in Action and Women's the better!’

Fightback Benefit. Bands and disco.
Entrance £2 Saturday 9 May UCL
students union, Gower Place (off
Euston Rd) 8pm till late.

tion facilities.

Let’s hait the
onslaught.

Ellen Monaghan (Senior
Shop Steward, Lee Jeans
. Greenock) -

. The Other Bookshop 329 Upper St, London N1. 95p -
~ plus p&p. )

- I3
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Scotland

ABERDEEN: SC available at Boom-
sown books, King St. For more info
ring Bill 896 284.
DUNDEE;: SC available - _from
_ Duadee City Square outside Boots,
. ‘every Thursday 4-5 30pm, Fnday
45 , Saturday 11-4pm.

RGH: SCnIs every Thurs-
dwy 4.15-5.15pm Bus Station, St. An-
direws Square and bottom of Waverly

. seps 4.30-5.30; Saturdayll 30-2pm
East End, Princes St. Also available
ist May Books, or Better
Forrest Rd. More info on
activity from SC ¢/0 Box 6, 1st

from
Books,
Bocal acti

Centre.
MAMILTON: SC on sa!e 8-11 every
Sat. outside County Bar Almada
Rreet, every Sat outside: Safeway
1.30-5. For more info contact Paul,
L 37 Clyde View or John at 54 Eliot St,
Hasuilton.

Wales
Sat in Bute Town

. CARDIFF: cvery
10.30-12. Alsonvuhble 1-0-8 Books,
Safishury R

11-12.30
PONTYPRIDD: SC sales every
Seturday outside Open Market
11-1pm.
SWANSEA.: SC sales outside Co-op,
Oxford St, 11am-Ipm, Saturdays.

England

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books,
Leadon Road, and Saturdays 2pm-
3pm outside the Roman Baths. Phone

20098 for more detalls
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
Ramp, Fri 4.30-5.40, Sat 104. For
move info phone 643-0669.

Fourth ' Idea Bookshop

Southgate.

mm'ou SCsales regularly every
Sat outside Open Market, London
Road, from 1lam-1pm.
SRISTOL: SC on sale 11- 1, ‘Hole in
Grownd’, Hlyn-rket. More info
from Box 2, , ¢/o Fullmarks, 110
Mm tpeller Bristol

BURNMLEY: SC. on sale every Sat
marning 11.30-1pm St James St.
CMESTERFIELD SC supporters seil
eutside Boots, Marketplace, Satur-
days 11.30am-12.30pm.
COVENTRY: SC available from
Wesdge Bookshop. For more info
about local activities phone 461138.
lﬂﬂ. HEMPSYTEAD: SC sales in

Square, Saturdays
H.D-l 30pm.

Wherevo" ps an
buy Socialist
Challenge

mom every Sat in town centre '

: SC available from
14

-LAMBETH: SC

MANCHESTER SC supporters sell
11-1pm Sat at OLDHAM outside the
Yorkshire Bank, High St; at BURY in
the shoppi and at Metro
Books; at ;TON in the town cen-
tre; and in MANCHESTER outside

. the central reference library. in St

Peter’s Square and at Grassroots and
Percivals . Tel: 061-236
4903 for further info.
NEWCASTLE: SC on sale every Sat
I1-lpm outside Fenwicks. Also
available at Days of Hope bookshop,
Westgate Rd. For more info ring Phil
or Pete on Newcastle 737507
OLDHAM: SC sold every Saturday
outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.
For more information about local ac-
tivities. Tel. 061-682 5151.
OXFORD:. SC supponm sell every
Fri 12-2pm outside Kings Arms and
every Sat 10.30<12.30pm’ in Corn-
market.

SHEFFIELD: SC on sale Thursday,
Pond St,
Fargate 10.30-12.30pm.

OCKPORT: SC sold every Satur- -

da , lpm, Mersey Way, Can be
delivered - weekly: phone 483 8909
(cvenmg), 236 4905 (day).

: SC on sale 11-1 every

R t St (Brunel Centre).

TEESSIDE SC on sale Sat luachtime
in the Cleveland Centre, and in
Newsfare, Lmlhorpe Road, Mid-
dlosbrough and-outside Wooiworths
on Stockton High Street.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales on
Thur/Fri at. Poly Students Union
from noon-2pm and British Rail
4.30-6pm; and Saturday near Beat-
ties, town centre from 1lam-2pm.

London

BRENT: SC supporters sell at
Willesden Junction every Thur at
4.30pm.
EALING: SC supporters sell every
Thursday, Ealing Broadway tube,
4.30-5.
ENFIELD: SC available fromNelsons
Tnewsagcnts, London Rd, Enfield
Oown.
HILLINGDON: SC supporters sell
every Fnday. 4.30-5.30 at Uxbridge
tube station; every Saturday
10.30-12.00 outside Woolworths, Ux-
bridge shopping centre.
KILBURN: SC sales every Sat, 10am
in Kilburn Square, and Thursday
8.30am at Queens Park tube.
available from
Village Books, Streatham: Tethric
Books, Clapham; Paperback Centre,
Brixton; Oval tube kiosk. Also sokd
ThurananevenmgsandThurmor

ll’”m“’sum
sell at

Stturday 1lam-
l—.'naekl:um SCalsoavuhblem

LEEDS: Every Saturday 11-1 at
Lamds Lane Precinct

Portobello Rd every Sat at 12

WEMBLEY: SC sales Fri 6.45am at
North Wembley BR Station.

I:yourtownordtynnmionod
? i not. send in details to.

this sales column.

EALING: May day fair and “jumble
sale, Sat 2 Mayllam-4pm_Princes
room, Ealing Town Hall, Ealing
Broadway. Jumble, gifts, books and

Comtre.

‘Woodhouse Lane.

SC Events

BRENT: Tues 5May, public meeting

US Hands off El . Film

A S T

Perion ChaBlenge olut

8 , Library,

:
|

to sponsor marcher
we’s March’. Forms and further

pottery, and food, tombola,
games and refreshments all day.

" activities from Red Spoke, PO Box
‘London E2.

82,
‘AFTER Bristol and Brixton — Tasks
ahead for anti-racists.” Socialist Ac-

THE - Patriot Game —  Irish

Republican film — and Time is Runn-

ing Out, anti US involvement in Viet-

B S M L
y T

l..ondon Film ers Co-op

conference for actmm on Sat 2 May
at Birmingham Poly Edgbaston site.
11am. For more info contact Dave
Clarke at B’ham Poly at 021-356
8164, Social in evening. Sunday 3
May same venue SSA national com-
mittee open to SSA members.

International Marxist Grqdp.,ha_tices

SATIONAL LESBIAN/GAY Frac-
ﬁl‘Mnmeonal centre 11 am.

odes welcome even if not active
--d tlns quemon Mun ltem

Mebowr and womens
o fare. Childcare if there is ad

movemt Poo!~ )

IRISH fraction jointly with Revolu-
tion Youth. Now on Sun 31 May at
national centre.

RAML national fraction, Sun 3 May,
1-4pm, national centre. Discussion of
claim, proposed Broad Left Benn

wmetice, and accommodation. Ring
Jumic 00 01-637 2249.

Revolution Youth notices

Organiser’s fraction on 16

May 11am at UCL students union: ,

Gower St, London WC1- nr. Euston

—-_ Note: writing and speaking

school phnned?or 17 May postpon-
d' N

May Day Greetings

MAY DAY greetings to trade
wasonists everywhere from Hackney
Trades Council. Chairperson T.
Dowras, Secretary D. McNeil.

MAY DAY grcetmgs to the workers
of the world from Ruskin college
stedents union, Pat Hall president
amd Geoff Walker secretary. -

STUDENT fraction with IMG on Fri
22 May, .11-5pm at UCL students
union.

TRADE union subcomnuttee meets
in Manchéster on Sun 3 May. Ring
Alix on 01-359 8301 for details.

“KICK out the Tories in the GLC elec-
tions” say GLC & ILEA NALGO.
UNITE to kick.out the Tories:
May Day greetings from Battersea
and Wandswonh Trades Councﬂ

4.30-6pm;" Saturday,

- sponsO¥ed the
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By Brian Grogan

' SOCIALIST Challenge supporters have called

a conference.in June with the youth paper
Revolution to discuss the fight for socialist

policies in industry.
The recent victory of

‘the miners against . the
Tories over pit closures

starkly - revealed - the
strength of the industrial
unions. If that power can
be mobilised no ‘strong
government’ can stand in
our wa

The depth of the crisis
has forced militants in in-
dustry to start thinking
about overall social pro-
blems and to act in a
political way.

It was the historic
mobilisation of the-TUC
which crushed the Corrie
abortion -bill. And the
steelworkers’ - and sheet
metal workers’ unions
recent
labour movement con-
ference on abortion Tights.

Even on Ireland, which

- has long been a difficult

issue to take up in the
unions last week the Scot-
tish TUC backed the
demands of the Bébby
Sands’

The . scope of the

economic crisis forces the-

working class: to seek
overall political answers.
Many industrial militants
are beginning to put their
heads into the Labour Par-
ty — while keeping their
feet in the unions. This ex-
plosive mixture will come
to a head in Benn’s cam-
paign for deputy leader of
the Labour Party.

Need

His candidacy raises
the need not only for a
Labour government to
replace the Tories but the
policies that government
should adopt.

The  Tories have
thrown everything at the

=== Socialist Challenge/Revolution conference s
The fight for socialist policies in
industry
June 27/28

‘Entry by ticket only from: PO Box 50,
London N1

M brought their industrial muscie to aid their s

working class without
breaking its resistance. As
the light begins to emerge

s
[

ﬂmnksathousand'

By Nick Robin

- ANOTHER £1,000 rolled in to our coffers this

week towards our £100,000 fund drive target.
Fund raising socials and dinners are fast
becoming a staple part of our supporters’

political diet.

Islington  supporters
raised over £120 at -an
African evening last week-
end, and it’s rumoured
that an Australian cultural
evening may be in the

pipeline from other sup-

porters!
We also  received
another ‘trade union

branch honorarium this
week from a Hackney

 Labour Party

Sch

ool

Sat/ Sun 23/24 May

Day 1

Formauon of LP & developments to 1945/
Election of 1945 Labour govt and rise &
decline of Bevanism' ,

Day 2

Rise of new LP Jeft & Bennism/ Tasks for
socialists in LP now
Workshops .
History of LP women'’s sections/ 1931 LP
split/ Labour League of Youth in 1930s/
LPYS in 50s & 60s
" Schiool open to Socialist Challenge supporters. Admls-

sion by ticket only. Price £2.50 for both days or £2
single day. Limited places available so apply urgently

. to local Socialist Challenge organiser. All applications
must enclose payment, cheques to ‘The Week’.

Forum
Soclallst Perspectwes for Europe

Fri 22'May at 8pm
Camden Town Hall, opp St. Pancras station
London
Speakers: Ernest Mandel
Ken Livingstone, prospective GLC leader

Hall opens at 6.30pm with displays on wommen’s move-
ment; anti-nuclear struggle; Irish liberation struggle;
struggle of youth; Polish crisis; El Salvador and
- Turkey. .

Buffet available wnh rolls, cakes, tea. and coffee

' AUEW

supporter. So
keep that money rolling in.
We want our supporters to
have sent us £20,000 from
local fundraising by the
end of May. So far we’ve
received £6,000.

On May Day we’d like
to. thank all* those com-
rades round the country
who have been working
flat-out to raise the money
to buy us a computer, our
building, and all the other
necessities of a weekly
socialist paper.

Times may be hard but
an investment in Socialist

- Challenge is one of the on-

- ly guarantees you have of a
better future. Help us to
help you kick out the
Tories!

Our thanks this week to:
Swindon £4.00

. Hackney supporter 6.56

Hackne 100.00
Nottin 9.00
Preston 20.00
Glasgow supporters 70.00
OWL - 100.00
Lambeth 4.00
Southwark 25.00
Oxford 100.00
Brent 94.00
Haringey 20.00
Cardiff 80.00
J. Nudger 0.50
Standing orders 145.00
Lewisham 3.00
Wandsworth 48.00
Anon 3.00
Paris Gang of Fou 60.00
DR Allen 3.00
Cardiff supporter 2.50
Bill Beveridge 1.00
Save Workd History - 5.00
DFW Power 2.00
" Leif Wadstadt -
(Sweden) .50

* Islington supporterslzo .00

Total - £1027.06
Cumulative total 19457:03

ship inside the unions and
the Labour Party. :
New militant leaders
- are emerging inside "the” -
stewards’ commiittees and
“the Labour Party. Revolu- ... ]
tionary socialists have'td
place. themselves - at the
head of this progess. This
conference will be a’ sm;
step on that road.

at the end of the tunnel a
growing number -of in-
dustri disputes has
broken out.  The women’
workers of Lee Jeans are a
beacon for the whole class
in that fightback.

The conference on
fighting for  socialist
policies in industry will -
centre on the need to build
a new class struggle leader-

A

Socialist Challengé Sales Wegk! |

THE best way tora
ise money, m
:‘evel of the class stry uggle, IZ of :;:';eatn dmth‘ '
e# '::::ershto Socialist Challe, enge. S
what
all over nat ::':tsupporters will be domg’

Challenge Sales W e;y this week: Socialist

Mavs ay.
o, if thls is the first time
ss:l::;zhst 'Challenge, buy it agal;o; \::kl;o:ugtht p:
bt ription; if yoy read Socialist Challe .
> rg” :rly try selling a few copies; and if voud
: y sell a few copres, sell more copk!!ou p

SUBSCRIBE TO
SOCIALIST CHALLENGE |

For new readers we are offermg TEN ISSUESapf ,
Socialist Challenge for the incredibly low price of& S
{real value £3.15!) .

With 12 month subscriptions we are glving away's
FREE COPY of The British Economic Disastor ¥y
Andrew Glyn and John Harrison, publlshed by

Pluto Press (usual price £2.95). :

‘Complete the form below and rush your order to. _'
Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.
Cheques and POs payable to ’Soclalist Challenggo

 SPECIALOFFER ..

12 momhs £14 5
plus free copy. of The Bntzsh Econom:c Dtsaster .
6 months.»£7 -

10 issues. for£2 only. -
Overseas 12 months — Surface mail & Europe alr mail
£1F 0

Othie air mail £24
Delete-as appropriate.
Name

Address....._ ..... e erreeeees




Here'sa

.:§ HAVE "been reading
.- Bocialist Challenge for -
the past two years but |
have never plucked up
“the courage to write to
-yau before, because un-
il recently a lot of the
.. mrticles were ‘over my.
hoad’ -
1 did not think thatr
you would publish a let- -
. ‘ter from someone like °
e, But recently | have
poticed that the paper
‘Has got a lot easier for
me and my workmates
‘to nad and discuss.
fully support the
Jeans .occupation
like the way your
paper helps me explain
»:the lads on the floor
the-way this links up
the struggle to get
troops out ‘of Nor-
rn treland.
l-enclose £1 — pra-
. a millionth of
‘s going into the
yal wedding. Keep up

g I BEVERIDGE,
“APEX shop steward,
Lucas Aerospace,
Coventry

Photb: J()YCE A AGEE

Letter'

| Loﬂ’ﬁ'@r?@
| h.'l"l | ¥ l{s.

“ hational CND bfflcers 9 Apnl)
R haye no argurnent against Rovolutmn Youth
b;gldmg Youth CND. So long.as

5d front aga

; spaclous
?.

w years older,

is6S.

'WONDER what ‘the
International = Marxist
o members of the
sing committee at
¢ CND labour move-
mt -conference thought
achieved when they
-op the. day to over-
: tion

votmg on them took up -
ite a bit of time which

- from the excellent
: -speeches.
As it turned out, the
rmuﬁons were not all
mal ‘There was one
the  Sparticists

mm out), usrg:ile those
Were pas:
) 2, ‘WCI'C'

e Sociglist
y’s threat-to-

_llateralty dlsarmmg, oy
0 encourage the others

k notprac- -

do disa ‘wi‘ﬁr ﬁozanskls argumonts ‘
r YCND. Thé argument about -
r yoath v%anmtions having an'age limit of 25 .
shoutd YCND follow these prac-

% Having an age I:mlt of 21 is a positive step
<5 uge it’s all too easy for the younger members
youth campaign to be dammated by those a

# may be that-some CND natlonal argamsers
YCND to be a relatively powerless organisa-.
But if you think there’s some magic driitk
ich enables those over 20 to resist this, while
g under 20 w:l(bs docile you'rein fora fewsur-

disrupt proceedmgs 1f it

- didn’t get its way,

Phil Davies and Brian ]
Heron were critical of
Frank Allaun’s comment” |

that ‘Unilateralists- . are
multilateralists who mean

it’; ’but it seems they rmss~ .

ed his point. *
~Theere is

’ afoot in the medla and
the p_ro-NATO lobby to

confuse ‘people by sug-
gesting that you can sup-

port either unilateral or

multilateral disarmamerit

- but: not both. The 1dea isto

gve the impression that
ND wants Britain to dis-
arm but is in some way
against other countyies do-
ing the same thing.

In fact we hope that

. success for disarmers here
will encourage those ﬂse-\
their -

where - to force
governments to. disarm.
Unless = the  speakers

quoted don’t want other

counties to disarm, Allaun .
was quite right. ok

" ALASDAIR BEAL, -
. Leeds 8 o

-Women's
oppressmn

is not in men’'s Male priv |
are an instituti

interest

1 WOULD like to replg
some of the points in Sian
Francis’ letter (19 March),
to try to answer the ques-
tion as to whether men

' have a material interest in

keeping ‘women m theu-
place.

Socialist femlmsts have
always argued -against
those who "say that if

women have -equal pay

then men’s wages
levelled down; or if

‘women have jobs, men
-will lose theirs.

We have asserted the
opposite — the fight for
equal pay can be a spear-
head for a fight for better
living - standards for all.
Men, not just male super-
visors but fellow workers,
don’t: always understand
this,

Many whlte workers
don’t understand why
racism is not in their in-

tg ests. Does this -mean
that:

whites. gain material
benefits from the oppres-
sion of blacks? .
‘Such a notion falls into
the trap set by the capital-
ists — that, for example,

unemployment is caused

by black people.

We counter this argu-
ment by saying that unem-
ployment is caused by the
capitalist market which all

_sections of society have an

interest in fighting. Sian
says that the material gains

- which men reap lie in the
“‘sexual and domestic ser-
" vice in the home’.

Does this mean the -

family plays some sort of
progressive role at léast for
one section of the popula-

tion? No! Everyone knows:
ey hgmma a woman,

that dgsmte fx"iyhat

hfé is. aﬁen ;

g of family
that of ‘misery, wolence
and poverty.

It’s the capitalists who ™
" benefit most. from ~the

family and the role of
women within it.

Take the question of

the family wage which
many _ trade = unionists
argue at the moment is a
vital bargaining counter in
the face of the govern-
ment’s policies.

The notion of the fami-
ly wage, of course, denies
the right of women to go
out to work.

How do .we argue
against this? Do we say to
men: Yes, it really is a
sacrifice for you to give up
the family wage, but we

“women want.a share out-of
: .your so—called privilege? -
, do we say: The: -

Or
family wage is not a family
wage? The welfare state
takes care of many aspects

of life, so the public spen- .-
‘ding cuts lower living stan-

dards and it’s women who
bear the extra burden.’
You men have an in-
terest in  fighting for
women’s right to work,
for a decent living wage
for all. The family wage is
a contrick and . denies
women their basic rights.

_ Sian questions whether
a-class analysis can really
be_ useful as a reference
point for the oppression of
minorities.

Throughout its history
the women’s .movement
has been- divided along
class, lines. Thatcher puts
her  class interests above

% Getting rid of class
giety is no guarantee of
the liberation-of women or
even - 'of achieving social-

“isavin the fullest sense. It is

merely & precondmon for
it.

Of course, men do not
always see this reality and
will . even oppose our
demands. We as women
will have to. fight - them
hard on many occasions.

But it is their loss — it
weakens their own fight.
And it is all the more
reason why women should

fight for our own demands

now.
JUDITH
ARKWRIGHT,

- IMG women's

organiser -

> what

I WAS mtngued by Pat
Hickey’s report on: the
Coventry conference on
‘Building working class
power’ (5 March).

He wrote: ‘The dele-
gates came mainly from
trades councils, public sec-
tor, and white-collar. in-
dustrial jobs. It was a
waste of aday.’ I§ that j jux-
taposition coinciden

I was. not too- unpress—
ed with the conference.
But in fairness to the
organisers, it should be
pointed out that the con-
ference was called as a
result of the publication
State Intervention in In-
dustry, which spelled out
type of Labour
government . could be in

power.

How to get from 1981
to. there was not the task.
It was more how to avoid
the mistakes of 1974-76.
The “illusions are being
sown again — that the
Labour Party manifesto is
basically okay and all we
need to do is see that it’s
implemented. .

‘WQULDN’T  working
class. men be a whole lot
better off if women were
liberated?’ .asks - Valerie.
Coultas in . her article
“Women, Rape and Class’.
f26"Feb) Muaybe Valerle
showld

ask_most working - -

) class men that
Don’t  they " realise
they’d be happier.if no one

cooked their - meals, did
their washing, catered for
every need - their
clnldren
houses, to say nothing of
providing sexual services?
- Doesn’t Valerie ack-
nowledge any problems at
all in men giving up their
privileges which are en-
couraged by class society?
Does she think we should
get them all to put
‘demands on the state’ ? for
our rights and somehow
men will get the ‘message
they have to change-too?
Such counterpositions
as ‘demands need to be

WRITE TO US/

Think of this page as a noticeboard
for your comments, criticiSms, oi

| even congratulations. Be brief, to
leave space for others — maximum
400 words. Write to: Letters,
Socialist Challenge, 328 Upper St
London N1 2XP. (tel 01-353 878C: 9/

cleaned their

- women, thereby removing

Coventry conference
wasn’t a footnote
That wrong thinking is

what the conference tried
to deal with

The same issue of
Socialist Challenge had an
article entitled ‘Preston
Trades - Council - makes
headlines’, explaining how
the trades council has
brought about a ‘flood of
ideas and energy’ by buy-
ing a press, publishing pro-
paganda and the like.

Yet Pat Hickey argued
that any perspective which
refuses to deal with the na-.
tional orientation of -the
labour movement and its
leadershnp is ‘all grass and

* no roots’.

John Parkinson, the
secretary - -~ of - Preston
Trades Council, seems to
disagree.

It’s  understandable -if
the International Marxist
Group takes a pragmatic
attitude to the potential of -
trades councils, ‘but.don’t -
slag off conferences which

erhaps have similar pro-
lems.

, ANDY SHALLICE
Blrkenhead

placed ox the state raﬁ!er
than concentrating our fire
on men as individuals are
not;lsgfﬂl

mnb priv egés

have been entrenched for
so many centuries that
they are an institution_in.
and of themselves that
have to be tackled. v
Men and the state need:
demands placed on thent,
which  does. - not . mean
demanding htgher sen-
tences.  for  convicted
rapists” Instead we should
demand that men support
and encourage the self-.
orgam'sation, of women in
the women’s movement
and labour movement.
We should demand
positive discrimination for

some of men’s privileges.
And we should de-
mand that men_actively
Ji ghr the state for. Fights
and laws that give women
-total control- of --their

bodies and lives.

Dependency  creates .
power.and power is aIways
held on to.

That new soaety tkat
Valerie talks of, where
women are no longer
dependent on men, will
only happen if we take
away male power and
privileges!

RACHEL FARM,

| East London

So East Europeans all wantto.emigra'té:-to Israel...

THE accusations by the
Soviet Press of ‘Zionist
subversion’ in Poland
(Guardian, 22 April) have
an ° unsavoury -pedigree,
reaching back to the
purges of the 1930s with
the then: attacks on: ‘cos-
mopolitanism

n 1953 the fraudulent
Doctors Plot’ was a thin-
‘ly veiled anti-Semitic cam-
paign, subsequently ex-
posed by Khruschev at the
20th party

congress. -
, After the Polish stu-.
,dent unrest in March 1968
Andrezej Werblan penned -

an article for the magazine
Miesleczik Literati. The
gist of this piece of wisdom
was that a high proportion
of the troublemakers were
Jews who were ‘particular-

ly  susceptible to revi-

sionism.’

This campaign led to
the departure from -the

country of many of the re-
- maining 25,000 survivors
‘of the . Naz:
(Poland’s pre-war Jewish - -

population was 3m).
There appears to be an

“interesting congruence of

holocaust - .

views between the hard-

liners in Moscow and War- .

saw and the extreme right-
win,
David Irving: For Irving

the Hungarian uprising

was a plot by Zxomsts and
Jewish |

The poor unfortunate
masses of Poland, Czecho-
slovakia, and Hungary ap-
parently-all really want to
emigrate to Israel.

Solidarity has dissocia-
‘ted itself from the recent

anti-Semitic rally in War-:
.. SaW. anqj‘yfrpm the obnox-

British - historian .

- fnay yet

ious Irving’s attempts at .

‘ald,

‘It is also a matter of
record: that the hardliners

have -a long .tradition of
‘defending socmhsm with
the “methods . of the ex-
treme right. Small wonder

that after 35
. ‘socialism’ in Po&nd they

are an isolated
xthm the country - hb
their - own party, whic
eetf to call in the
Soviet tanks to survive.
‘They ~ should. be

\relmnded of the words of

the well-known Polish-
Jewish revisionist ‘Rosa
Luxembourg: ‘The inter-
national fraternisation of
the warkers of the world is
the highest and greatest
thing on earth; it is my
guiding - principle, my
highest ideal and my real
fatherland. -

-} weould sooner lose
life itself than be disloyal
to this ideal.’

- JOHN KREEGER,
‘London NW10 -
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Crisis de

By Davy Jones

‘EVERYONE knows what it means when
Suslov comes to talk to you’, commented one
Polish journalist on Soviet ideologist Mikhail
Suslov’s visit to Poland last week.

As the Polish Communist Party Central

Committee prepared

to meet, Suslov no

doubt reminded his Polish counterparts of
Soviet president’s Breznhev’s warning that

months’.

No wonder the Soviet
leaders are . worried.
Within days of Brezhnev’s
speech at the Czech party
COngress expressing con-
fidence in the Polish party
leaders’ handling of the
crisilf, his hopes were

First the Polish govern-
ment caved in after mon-
ths - of struggle and
recognised the right of the
poor peasants to - form
their: own union, Rural
Solidarity. This could
result in up to 3.5m
peasants being linked into
the national Solidarity
movement, controlling the
bulk of the country’s food
supplies.

Secondly, the ‘anti-
apparatus’ rank and file
movement within the CP
held a national conference
at Torun University on 15
April. Some 500 delegates
from 19 cities attended,
claiming to represent a
third of the party’s three
million members. :

The conference organ-

Nicaraguan trade unionists |

they should ‘roll back the events of the past

-isers, including_ Zbign-
niew Iwanow, an interview.
with whom was published
in  Socialist hallenge
recently, claimed the con-

ference was a historic turn-

ing point. )
There  was bitter

criticism of the party

leadership. ‘We are

fighting for an idea. The:

top people in the party are
only fighting to stay in
their positions,” said one
speaker from Szczecin.
Worse still . for the
Soviet rulers, was . the
response of the Polish par-
ty leadership to this
‘unauthorised’ con-
ference. Three central
committee members
brought greetings to the
conference and the official
party paper, Trybuna
Ludu, welcomed it as part
of the process of ‘socialist
renewal’ in the country.
Such unexpected reac-
tions from the Polish rul-
ing bureaucrats reflect the
tremendous pressure from
the party rank and file for

appeal for support

LAST week saw a visit by a delegation of
Nicaraguan trade unionists to highlight the
threat of US intervention in their country. One
of them, ENRIQUE ROBLEDO, the general
secretary of the Nicaraguan Timberworkers
Union, spoke at a meeting in Glasgow called
to organise solidarity with the revolution in El
Salvador. This is what he had to say.

 I'want to make known our
.fears of American  inter-
vention in our country:

Today the US govern-
ment is attempting to
undermine the victory won
by our people at the cost of
so much suffering on 19
July 1979. They have cut
off economic aid and are
trying to starve out the-
people of Nicaragua.

The remaining $15m of
economic aid promised to
us after the revolution has
been blocked, and credit
for the purchase of wheat
and staple food for our
people has been suspend-
od ;

The US government is
also allowing the training
of ex-Somoza National
Guardsmen in camps in
Miami -and elsewhere.
Twelve days -ago, over
1,000 ex-Somoza National
Guardsmen landed in
Honduras after training in
the USA.

The US government is'
not content with the
45,000 people it helped to
kill and the 150,000 it
helped to wound with its
aid to the Somoza dicta-
torship. While the-workers
in our country are trying to
reconstruct the economy,
the US is trying to under-
mine our revolutionary
process.

They have been involv-
ed in attempts to sabotage
our industry and in pro-
viding the arms with which
more than 150 members of
our workers’ militias have
been killed near the Hon-
duran border. :

Our country was in
ruins in July 1979. In-
dustry was practically
destroyed,.and the country

- was bapkrupt. When the
- revolution triumphed, 52

per cent of the population
was illiterate and our peo-
ple ‘had no access to
medical facilities.

Ours'is a small country
of 2'4 million people. We
know what war means as a
result of what we have suf-
fered through our own
flesh and blood. We don’t
want war. But if the US
forces the issue and pre-
pares to invade, then we
will take them on.

The threat to our revo-
lution comes not  only
from the US but from sec-
tors within our own coun-

" try who are being used as

tools by the US. We, the
workers in Nicaragua, ask
you, the people of Scot-
land and throughout the
world, to help, to give us
solidarity, by denouncing
the intervention of ‘the
United States.

We know that the re-

- construction of our coun-
_try will be difficult. We

know that many obstacles
will be placed in our way.
But our revolutionary
sgirit will triumph over
them all.

Just as the people of El
Salvador are fighting for
their liberation, so we
maintain
spirit and are ready to raise
again the cry we have rais-
ed so often before: ‘Patria
o muerte!’ (Free country
-or death!). . .
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our fighting,

"a%e"' '

change, and the continu-
ing strength of Solidarity.
Further evidence of the
crisis within the CP comes
from two recent reports in
the Polish press. .

wave.

. The newspaper -Zycie
Warszawy published an
analysis of the 455 letters
and resolutions sent to the

sible;
punishment

Solidarity with the
people of El Salvador !

By Megan Martin

-~ TWO thousand people rallied in

Trafalgar Square last Saturday to
demand
Salvador.’ Labour leader Michael
Foot addressed the rally, accus-
ing US president Reagan of ‘sup-
porting international terrorism in
El Salvador’.

Support for that charge has increased
as more evidence has emerged that
Salvadoran and Honduran security
forces recently massacred up to 1,500
refugees sheltering in underground
retreats near the Honduran border.

Eric Heffer and Joan Lestor also
spoke at the rally from the Labour Party
international committee and national ex-
ecutive. Trade union leaders Alan Sap-
per, Ken Gill and Todd Sullivan address-
ed the rally, as well as representatives
from the Nicaraguan trade union federa-
tion and the El Salvadoran FDR.

The speakers were unanimous in their,

> -

Many working class mombprs are leaving the Polis|

party central committee
from party organisations
since last August’s strike

Of these resolutions,

438 demanded a full ex-
planation of the country’s
socio-economic crisis and
. the names of those respon- -
255 called for

‘US Hands off El .

- from Greater

_responsible for = wrong
decisions; 203 demanded a
purge of corrupt elements
and 206 called for the
abolition of privileges for
officials and certain other
groups.

Last week too the party
headquarters announced
that 216,000 members had
left the party in the last six

of those

description of the juntain El Salvador as
a repressive and bloody regime which
does not represent the El Salvadoran
people. All the speakers also attacked the
US for its extensive economic and
military aid to the barbaric regime.

" Joan Lestor stressed Thatcher’s
alliance with Reagan’s foreign policy and
pointed out that she hdd agreed to
Reagan’s proposal that the British
government should supervise elections in
El Salvador in 1982. The rally concluded
with an appeal to take solidarity with the
people of El Salvador into the trade
unions and the Labour Party.

The rally was an important first step
in that direction, especially considering
the appalling weather and the disruptive
effect of the police ban on the planned
march, ‘

- Police harassment of the rally went so
far as the police ringing up the coach
company supm)sed to bring 40 people
anchester to the London
rally to caricel the coach, threatening ar-
rests if the coach tried to go ahead!

pens in Polish GP—

months. Other - sources
. suggest that a high propor-
tion of these defections
come from the party’s.
working class base.

At party meetings
across the  country rank
and - file ~militants - have
spoken their minds direct-
ly to the leadership. Star-
ing directly at party leader

" ship’s actions ‘were so dif-

- month, to test the new two

_posed by parliament.

Dr Salvador Moncada from the El Salvador
FDR (above) and Socialist Challenge s
parters at Trafalgar Square rally

Stanislaw ~ Kania, ‘One
Gdansk shipyard worker
declared that the leader-

ferent from our expecta:
tions, it’s almost as if they
were running a different
party, not ours.’

Purge

Since August only 13
of the 140 Central Com
mittee members have bee
purged. But if a de
cratic party congress were}
allowed this summe
wholesale changes woul
follow. The Soviet rulers
have a lot to worry about!

While the . struggleji
within the Communist
Party hots up other con-ji
flicts . are taking shape.
Hardliners within the par-|
ty are likely to organise a
urther - prqQvocation as
they did in Bydgoszcz last

i

month ban on strikes im-

Such ~a provocation
would also be likely to
deepen the divisions
emerging within Solidarity.
itself. Increasingly, this
division is between the
Catholic advisors and their
supporters ranged against|
the working class base of
Solidarity. The coming
weeks could see dramatic
new developmients in the!
struggle for . ~workers’
power.

up-

Here comes
summer!

Show where you stand
with one of our new
‘Solidarnosc’ T-shirts,
only £2.99 includin;
post and packing.
medium and large. |

Orders to: SCD, PO
Box 50, London N1
2XP. Cheques pagable
to: ‘The Week’. Bulk

1zes

.

-order prices on request.




~ Shef

" By Rab Bird, AUEW
4. shop steward,
" Sheffield

- HADFIELDS,
.. 1 private steel company
‘ -“in ‘Sheffield, is planning
. to sack 1,900 out of its
- 2,600 workforce.

. The steel plant, which is .
owned by the giant Lonrho
corporation, is reported to be
losing £1m a month, yet only

| field empl
" the offensive

the

oyers on

ton steel plant from BSC.
That - 'suggests the com-
pany is not faced with the
huge financial crisis its
.managers claim, . although
recently in a spectacular tur-

nabout Lonhro offered Had-

fields to- BSC.

‘The antiquated méchinery

at the plant — which is one
reason for the company’s
losses — meant that BSC
wasn’t interested.

The' ability of the Had-

“failure of two other disputes

in Sheffield. L
At both-Plansee Tool and

“Snows: the whole workforce

has been sacked after going
on strike. At Snows, this was

‘an attempt to smash- the

strong union organisation, as
the work normally done in the
factory has been transferred
to other parts of the Elliot
machine tool group.

The recession and the -

mounting unemployment

figures have given the green .-

light to the bosses to sack, and
to attack union rights at will.

The failure of the TUC to
offer a national response. to
these tactics is costing the
workers dearly in areas such

fields workers to fight back

1 ar Hadfields made ef-
as) Yo ' has been undermined by the

~ Amillionvotes for
~ farleftinFrench
~ election

By Phil Hearse

' AFTER the first round
" of the French

as Sheffield.

By Hilda Keen
MANY delegates went to last

tional - Union of Teachers
fearing that the union leader-
ship would succeed in laun-
ching a witch-hunt against

much more -hopeful, and
keen to _.carry on building a
broad opposition to. the ex-
ecutive’s policies. o
The executive, ‘aided by the

i . presidential elections ~

last Sunday, it’s still
on the cards that
Socialist Party can-
didate Francois Mit-

- “terand could win. leadership of the Communist Par-
Lo The gap between his ty’s teachers’ advisory committee —
‘vote and that of incum- to which many rank and file CP

bent president Giscard militants were utterly opposed — at-

? ‘D‘Estaing is much nar-

% gower than between the
- - left and right in the 1978
- elections — with -more
-+ than 45 per cent of the
z. -votes to be re-distributed
"~ - on the second round next
< - weekend.

A victory for Mit-
.. terand would lead to the

who had been suspended for
fighting the cuts.

They - failed - utterly, although
media reports suggested otherwise.

Opposition to the executive’s at-
tacks on the membership -and its
. capitulation to the - government
-came. fram-all areas of the country.

week's conference of the Na- -

the left. But they went away

tempted to isolate the left and sup--
port for NUT members in Lambeth

- dissolution of the
" Assembly,
_ - general election.

‘Collapse

~ The most _remarkable
features of ‘the election.

~ were the size of the vote
- “for the extreme left and the
collapse of the Communist
Party’s vote. A million
people voted for Arlette
Laguiller of the Trotskyist

- - group_ Lutte - Ourvriere,
and for . Hugette
Bouchardeau -, of  the
United- - Socialist™ - Party

(PSU). Arlette alone gain- =
ed more than 650,000

votes. )

The collapse of the
vote .for the Communist
candidate -George - Mar-

..~ .chais — down to just over
~15 per cent of the'vote as
. against around 20 per cent

&

B camden Town Hall,
Euston Road NW1.
E Friday May 15t 730

| Tickets £2
8 unemployed with card £1

L.

and a new .

R CALLING ALL SOCIALISTS () CALLING ALL SOCIALISTS
Don't wall lor the ‘Tory’ Bank Holiday. MAYDAY Is Friday 1 May.

CELEBRATE MAYDAY!

last time — amounts to re-

jection of the political line
of the Communist ‘Party
by many workers.

Since the break-up of -
- the’- Communist-Socialist

‘Union of the Left’ in 1977,
-the Communist Party has
béen on a sectarian binge.
At every level, especially in
the. unions, the Com-
munist. Party has attemp-
ted to divide the working

- class movement, - refusing

all united initiatives with
the Socialists and other
left wing forces.

Georges Marchais — the Communists’ calamity

" Giscard - back in

iA114YYYYd . HINHOM 1STIVID0S. IHL 1

It’s an open secret that

Marchais and the Com-
munists would rather see
power
than a Socialist. win the
presidential election.

The tactic of division is
‘being used by the CP to try
to defend its position as
the most powerful
workers’ party. But this
tactic has now boomerang-
ed against them.

In the run-up to the
elections the Communist

Party particularly disgrac-

ed itself by trying
to pick up votes by an anti-
immigration  campaign.
Marchais, in words
reminiscent of the Na-
tional Front in Britain,
said ‘how can we tolerate
more immigrants when
there .are 1Ymillion
French people unem-
ployed?’

Mitterand’s chances of .

winning would -be _much
enhanced if the CP now
put out a clear call for a
vote for him on the second
round. But all through the
campaign the CP has
refused to commit itself to
this. Once again, the
CP’s policy of division

could harm the whole left. -

District

A million votes for

Lutte - Ouvriére and the-

PSU illustrate that a large
numbers . of French
workers distrust both- the
CP and the SP leadership.
This is the Dbest
guarantee that if a left
wing government does
come to power in the near
future, the workers will
demand - real moves
towards socialism, not a
overnment of class col-
aboration.

Charles Wmdéor and horse — Mr

Critics of the leadership weak-
kneed postion on the cuts come
from outside London, from
such areas as Avon and Barking
where the union had sanctioned ac-
tion. ) Lo

The conference began with the

. executive trying to suspend standing

orders to introduce a motion con-
gratulatirig itself in its efforts to
‘Rrotect the membership’ against
those- who showed ‘contempt’ for
union rules — a move to ram home
the attack on the Lambeth teachers,
as well as to give the impression that
opposition, to the executive was
minimum.

Conference rejected the man-
oeuvre by refusing to debate.

Classroom

There were significant victories
for the left. Although affiliation to
CND ‘was not discussed the con-
ference did overwhelmingly reject
the executive’s alternative — talking

.“about peace in the classroom.

By a majority. of 5,000 it was
agreed to instruct rather than advise
‘members to take strike action, pro-
viding the normal procedures were
carried out.

On many issues card.votes were
necessary, which reflected the polar-
isation at conference. Affiliation to
the Labour Party received creditable
support. On comprehensive educa-

indsor is the

tion, racism and sexism motions in-

on most issues, but it certainly

- ly taking on the government — and

day

Switch off on the bi
| leowrelown

By Bob Pennington

ITV does not intend that the great British public should

miss one tiny detail of the Royal Wedding on29 July.

The first nine hours of its

coverage will begin with your

cornflakes, when the suitably
obsequious Alastair Burnett and
Ronald Allison start off the hor-
rendously boring experience.
The first part of the pro-
gramme starts with what ITV
describes as ‘an exciting news
build-up and reaction to the big
day from all over the country’.
Informed circles suggest that
spontaneous reactions from
‘black youth in Deptford and
Brixton are out. Nor is ITV likely
to ask Arthur Scargill what he
thinks of the young couple. The
‘cameras are certain, however,
to beam in on lots of ladies and
gentlemen from proletarian cen-
tres like Cheltenham and Tor-

quay.
Jydith Chalmers, Carol

Barnes, and Selina Scott will be
reflecting what ITV describes as
‘the strong women's interest...’
Judith Chalmers, who used to
"prattle on about “delightful se-
quined pink gowns’ in Come
Dancing, and gush in the Ascot
Paddock about the creations
worn by wealthy ladies for the
Royal meeting,.is guaranteed to
be reverential about Di's wed-
ding dress. )

It is not thought very likely
that either Judith, Carol, or
Selina, will have time to reflect
the views of those large
numbers of women who find it
obnoxious that even -Lady Di
should be treated as nothing
more than a decoration on
Charlie's arm, or a suitable
repository for his genes.

& aysﬁcla‘

itiated by the Socialist Teachers
Alliance and Rank and File were
lost, but the position of the ex-
ecutive moved to the left under
pressure. For instance, it was agreed
to re-affiliate to the Women’s TUC.

The executive did win: the vote

didn’t win the arguments. Teachers
knew what the alternatives were —
taking strike action, organising with
other public sector unions, ultimate-

although the majority weren’t
prepared for these, as yet, it was
recognised that the executive was
not protecting jobs or wages.

Several important fringe meet-
ings took place: a CND meeting at-
tracted 200; a-similar number came
to one on El Salvador; 300 backed a
meeting in support of the Lambeth
teachers; 100 attended a discussion
on women in the- NUT:

The witch-hunt was not quash-
ed, but it was rolled back. Over the
next months a strong, united op-
position is vital, and already a-con-
ference on fighting the cuts has been
arranged by Haringey NUT.

The Socialist Teachers’ Alliance

.will be backing all these moves and

can be contacted via Dave Lister,
143a Ham Park Rd, London E7.

® A future article will deal with
new developments in the left of the
union. - : ' .

Until two o’clock, Alistai
and Ronald will guide us throug
.the ceremony at St Paul's, am
then in hushed tones, bu
betraying just a teeny bit of ex
_citement, they will announc
that Charlie and Di are on th
balcony at the Palace.

But don’t breathe -a sigh a
relief and.think, thank Christ it"
all over. At 4pm the damn sag:
begins again when we S
transfixed while they go off fo
their honeymoon. Even then it’
not over. !

Alt evening . television view
ing will be punctuated b

" highlights of the day's happer

ings. For the unemployed, th
sick and the aged, who are sul
fering the attacks of Thatcher
cut- backs in. expenditure, th
whole show will probably af
pear as obscene.

Bonanza

But where some lose, other
can  gain.. Wedding time i
bonanza time for Di's mum an
dad. After all, it's not all the tim
that you get 900 people-a da
queueing up to pay to get in t
your pad. At Althorp Hall, stats
ly home of the Spencers, the
charge you to get in and mak
you pay for taking pictures —
very indignant Lord Spencer e
posed the film of some bounde
taking unauthorised photos.

People can even have a mex
with the Spencers — for a bi
price. Di's parents know that i
these hard times you have t
make a fast buck where an
whenever you can. Whéther IT
will agree that the page boys an
bridesmaids should wear shir
and blouses advertising Althos
Hall is a: moot point.

if you are dreading the bi
day, don’t give up hope ye
Three days before the weddin
Charlie-is away in Spain captais
ing England B in a polo matci
With his record at falling o
_horses there is a good
they might be forced to pos
pone the big day.

And who knows? Maybe th
horses could resolve one and f

) F" the question of who is next'
ine,
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