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IT HAS been a long, long time since
there was a more sickening spectacle.
than that performed by Messrs Foot,
Concannon and Rees on the occasion of
the death of Bobby Sands.

They chorused their approval for the .
determination of Thatcher in driving the Irish
MP to his death. Merlyn Rees even appeared
on television to boast that it was he who had
abolished political-status in the first place. It
is a reminder of just how imperialist-minded
and arrogantly British is the laadgrshnp of the
Parliamentary Labour Party.

What now needs to be. determined is
whether Foot; Concannon:and Rees uttered -

" their death cheers with the support of the
Labour Party- as a whole. There are mdlca-ﬂ :

tions  that they did not.

In parliament Patrick Duffy, who was
once a Minister for the Navy, savaged Foot's -
‘me-tooism’. Nearly 30 Labour MPs have sign-

ed a. Commons motion-calling on Thatcher to
make concessions to.the political prisoners.
Labour MPs at the European Parliament.en-
dorsed the. call of the sociallst group for a ..
more flexible attitude by the British. govern-

ment.

Where does Labour’s national executive .
stand? Just before the end of the first hunger
strike a badly attended meeting of the ex-:
ecutive called for concessions on ‘humanitar- -
ian grounds’. Whatever the phraseology, the
men and women who make up the executive
wish to use when they meet again on 27 May
they need to disassociate the Labour Party
from the pronouncemcnts of Foot, Concam

non an
Al

Bobby Sands MP.

We call on the national executive to con-
demn the bipartisanship approach to Ireland |
as followed by the Parliamentary Labour Par-
tyin conjunction with the Tory government.

On the issue of the prisoners we call on the
national executive to support the position
adopted by the Scottish TUC which urged
‘immediate government action to ensure that.
the hunger strike in the Maze is ended’, on the -
grounds that the ‘demands put forward by
the prisoners have wide support from sec-
tions of the trade union and labour movement .
and of wider sections who see them as

humanitarian demands’,

3t Challenge: <14-May 1981...Rage 2

- By Geoff Bell'
 First, the bad news: Bobby Sands’ hunger

ob% the maetmg on 27 May would‘
be one form of pressure on the NEC. Resolu- -
tions from Labour Party wards and general. -
management committees condemning the
leadership of the PLP would be another. A
resolution is suggested below, and the mov-
ing of it should be the first priority of all
;?:iafﬁsts in the Labour Party in the next cou-

o

At the moment the preoccupation of
many rank and file Labour Party members
-will be to_celebrate the results of the local -
elections, butmkethrsoxample in.the local
government constituencies of Hackney
North, South, and Central there are twice as
-many voters as there are in the parliamentary
constituency of Fermanagh -‘and South
Tyrone. The three Hackney seats were all
won by Labour last week, but even the com- -
bined vote of the three candidates fell short
of that received by Bobby Sands.

Sands resolution

This ... calls upon the 2 national executive com-
mitte to disassociate the Labour Party from
the statements made by Michael Foot and
Don Concannon on the issue of the Irish
hunger strikers up to and after the death of

strike produced a ‘dramatic escalation in sec-
‘tarian tensions:in Northern Ireland’.

Now the good news: ‘Derry youth are on

the streets for the same reasons which drove
young people in Brixton to violence.’

These - observations
come from recent articles
in the Militant newspaper.
They, and the philosophy
which” lies behind them,

- are worthy of attention.
~ It is one thing for the.
. leadership of the Labour

Party to have taken the
scandalous position it has
on the hunger strike, it is
more shockin 5 when the
self-proclaimed : - ‘left’ in
the party travels a.!ong a
similar path,

Militant describes itself

as ‘the Marxist paper for

Labour and Youth’. There -

are some -peéople who,
mlstakenly, think Marx-
ism .is. only about ‘con-
tradictions’, so perhaps it

is' to - prove  themselves.

good ‘Marxists’ that Mili-
-tant expresses the obvious

. contradiction apparent in

the above quotations.

Riots

For, if the youth of

Derry and Brixton are
-rioting” for the same
reasons, which are, says

- Militant, a ‘reaction to the
terrible conditions of high -

unemployment’, then how
¢ould such motivation lead
to - ‘sectarian " tension’:
especially - as:- Militant
argued, just a week before
Bobby Sands died, ‘until
recently, there was little

- enthusiasm for the hunger

smke, even in Catholic
areas’.

. Indeed, on 1 May,
when Bobby Sands was
days from death, Militant
assured its readers that ‘to
the fore in Northern Ire-
land’ were ‘strikes, occu-
pations, antl-Tory demon-
strations’ unconnected
with the hunger strike.

.What is being describ-
ed here is not what is hap-

pening but what Militant
would like to happen. The

newspaper shares with the

“British ruling class an ex-

asperation with thé” Irish -

national question, a wish
that it would go away, and
a desire to replace it with
the good old bread and
butter issues of British
politics - - jobs, wages and
houses.

'Represslo,;n ‘_,
Even when repression
‘clearly- .’ directed "
" nationalist .
population — as is the case -

is .so
against the

with the H Blocks — Mili-
tant pretends otherwise.

Thus, a year ago Mili-
tant argued, ‘H Block, like
all aspects of repression is
réally a class question. But
if the labour movement
‘does nbt take it up it will
be championed by bigots
who will turn it into a sec-
tarian issue’.

The labour movement

-in the north of Ireland,

which the Militant fre-
quently: reports is. so
powerful, did not take up
the H Block issue and so, a
year later, Militant claim-
ed the H Block committees
which were leading the
struggle were = ‘sectarian
based” and ‘sectarian
organisations’,

Sectarian

It is true that those who
make up and support the
H Blocll(J struggle tend to
come from the same
Catholic background. But-
this does not make the
struggle ‘sectarian’.” An
organisation is Judgegl not

¥.In Britain, a number.of building sites closed down

oh the afternoon of 'Sands funeral. These includ-
ed two of the largest inLondon — Thames Barner

and Kyle Stewart:

On the day Bobl';ry died about 500 people
plcketad Downing Street in the evening {above),

&

on the religion of its par-
ticipants: but on what it
stands for politically, and

~ how it organises.

The H Block campaign

has, by and large, been

organised in an open,
democratic manner, and
has no other -basis except

_support for the .prisoners’

five demands.
_ Its leaders, such as Ber-

nadette McAliskey, ‘have .
gone on record as saying°

they would support politi-
cal status for Loyalists. In-
deed Bernadette has said
she would grant it to those

who attempted to assassi-

nate her.

- Despite criticising Ber-
nadette and others for
their ‘sectarianism’, the

Militant is not nearly as

-handed

generous. The newspaper
has argued that not all the
IRA or Loyalist prisoners
should be given political
status, that those who are
guilty of ‘sectarian’- acts
should be treated as crimi-
nals.

Given Militant’s defi-
nition -of what is ‘sec-
tarian’ that does not give
much lope for the majori-
ty of prisoners, but:what is
particularly pernicious. in
this-approach is the even-
I condemnation
Militant -gives to both

~Loyalists “and . Republi-

cans. .
No distinction is made

" between the politics of the

Republicans who fight

- against British imperial-
; lsm Brmsh repression and

before being moved on to Trafalgar Square
Other action included a two-hour strike by

“'NUJ members at the headquarters of NALGO:; the

disruption of a'meeting in Oxford, addressed by

colleges.

Keith Joseph, and the occupation of a number of

On Sunday, several hundred took part m a
demonstration in Staines, just outside London,
the constituency of Humphrey Atkms

for Irish magonty rule, and

" the Loyalists = who- are

against majority rule and’
are for imperialism - and -

tional majority.
Neither does Mllllant
explain - - the traditional
Marxist view that uncondi--
tional polmcal support,,
should: be  given 'to - all
struggles for national self-
determination, whatever
the methods employed:
Nor- does  Militant
acknowledge James-Con-
nolly’s assessment that the’
labour movement in the
north. and - throughout
Ireland would be divided
‘while partition lasts’; and
that the smashing of pam~
tion is a precondition for
working class unity.
Instead, for Militant
the ‘urgent need’ is- ‘the
building of a Labour Party
in = Northern Ireland’,
which would provide -a

‘fighting class alternative’ . -~
to the ‘dead end methods -

of the Provisionals’. -

Control

In other words the
Irish people should drop- -
their demands to control -

~ their own country, work-

ers in the North should en-

dorse partition by forming ..~ -

a party confined to the six
counties, -and - should’
follow the lead of the good
old British workers ‘and
‘struggle =~ against = the ~
policies of the Tories, and
for jobs, homes and d&
cent conditions’.

How dearly Margaret
Thatcher and Michael
Foot would like to see such
restricted .-Labour v Tory
politics in the north of
ireland. )

~ Fortunately, the Irish
people have not given up

their struggle for .self- "
determination- in 800
years, and neither the guns -
of the British army or the
muffled pops of the Mili- .

tant are likely to force
them-to today. i

repression of the Irish-na- -
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The world
- weeps for

.

eoco

BobbySands

THE French newspaper Le Monde com-

mented after the death of Bobby Sands:

‘His = memory and
eco%nmon of the meaning
sacrifice. are heavy

an  emotion
several times this century

" has-aroused the passions

of the world against Great

'I’he passions of the

| world were indeed roused.

In Poland, Lech Walesa of

.""Solidarity called . Bobby
. Sands ‘a great man who

" sacrificed his life for his

struggle’.
In France, the Socialist
Party - declared: ‘We °

_render - homage to the
“courage of this militant

" who sacrificed his life for

his ‘cause. Qur party con-
demns the inflexibility of
Mrs Thatcher and her in-

" . human attitudes.’

“+. Popular

In- Portugal, members
of the national parhament
obsetved a  minute’s
silence ‘and the newspaper
Daily . asked:

. *‘How much longer can

. Lf",Burope to

_Britain ‘retain the in-
glonous distinction of be-
ngthe on icoumry in free
old part of the

" continent as a colony.’

. the mass circulation Hin-

dusran Times in India that
‘never-had such an inci-

- dent oc¢curred in a civilised

country’, while the Hong
Kong Standard criticised

" Thatcher’s ‘continued in-

Al photos: JOANNE O'BRIEN

flexibility’.

In Mozambique, the
semi-official daily news-
paper Noticias said that it
was ‘a simple and in-

disputable fact’ that Bob-

Bernadette McAliéke at the funeral

that-

«+..“Otlier press reaction in--
.cluded the comment from

by Sands was ‘a political

fighter’,

The Italian daily La
Republica said of Bobby
Sands: ‘One can only be

|mpressed by the power of.
assion, rage, tove and
suf ering that expressed,

itself in this long, patient,
meticulous exercise in slow
death.’ It went on to call
for Irish u lficatxon

The {ranian govern-
ment is t0 name a street

after Bobby Sands, while

South . - Africa’s. main
black-run newspaper, the
Sowetan described him as
‘ahero’.

Reaction was par-
ticularly angry in the
United States. The Long-
shoremen’s Union, which

~has 110,000 members,
refused to handle British
goods for a day. The
Massachusetts state legis-
lature followed the lead
the  New  Jersey
assembly and. passed a
resofution hailing Bobby
Sands’ sacrifice and con-
‘demning _the British
government, while  the
New York - Demogratic
congressman Mario Biag-
gre called the government

‘morally bankrupt’.

Such then was . the

judgement of the world on. ‘
--thedeath of Bobby-Sands,
‘and the judgement also, in -

the words of the French
Communist Party, of ‘Mrs
Thatcher and - all the

English Conservative and -
Labour colonialists whose .
hands are covered- with
blood after the assassina-
tion of Bobby Sands’.,

/s - N
erry 8 t-downs ungﬁf'st ors:
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The funml procoulon — 100,000 marchod

. By Gerry Foley, Belfast, Monday

ANGER is continuing to increase and spread
throughout Ireland in_response to the That-
cher government’s contempt for the feelings

of the Irish people.

What else but contempt is |t to continue to

.claim  that the -Republican’ prlsoners are

criminals in face of the massive display of
sympathy for Bobby Sands that has been
seen here in the past week?.

Nearly a fifth of the en-
tire nationalist papulation
of the ‘north or Ireland
marched on the Sands
funeral processions.

T}le enor{no?s mass 05
people completely jamme
the Falls Road. It is doubt-

ful whether it would have -

been physically possible to
assemble a larger crowd in
.west Belfast. ,

But the British forces
tried to humiliate even this
vast assembly by diverting
the march around a group
of about 30 members of

“the Loyalist para-military

Ulsterv Defence Associa-

" tion.

There could hardly
have been one of the near-

' an sister and mother follow the coffin

-1y 100,000 marchers who

did not leave the funeral
seething with hatred and
bitterness towards a
government so relentlessly
determined to trample
their feelings under foot.

Heroic

Bernadette McAliskey
summed up what must
have been the feelings of
when she said:

_ ‘Bobby Sands’ heroic
sacrifice and the response
of the British government
have assured the continua-
tion of the struggle against

- Britain for another genera-

tion at least, if we do not
win in this one.’

Bobby Sands, MP

Unexpected g large de-
monstrations ' throughout
Ireland marked the day of
national mourning for
Bobby Sands

About 10,000 people
marched in Tralee, about
7,000 ifr Sligo. As many as
5,000 came out in

Limerick,
swelled by workers. at the
Alcan plant — the largest
factory in Ireland — who
walked out en masse dur-
ing the demonstration.

In. Waterford, 3,000
took part in a ralfy called
by the trades council and
the H Block committee.

In the southiérn border
counties most businesses
and industry closed down.
There was a general shut-

down in Drogheda, the

major industrial - centre
between Dublin and the

“border. A rally of 5,000

workers accepted with ac-
clamation a call for a
general strike.

Crowd

The Dublin area has

been slower to move,
among other . things
because of its sheer size.
But there are signs that

lEu:m for the hunger
stn ers is deepening.

The protests in Dublin
have drawn in quite a

number of youth between

3

their numbers. .

" their anger

-

the ages of 13 and 17 They

. made up about 60 per cent
- of the crowd who  gathered

in Dublin city centre the
evening Sands-died. -
Elsewhere in Trefind’s

- capital 3000 young women

workers at the Jainelle

" clothing - factory walked
_out; many bus drivers and

clearners  struck, and
altogether aboiit 30 fac-
tories shut down. Im
Naven, near Dublin, the
mines were closed.

Burnt

In Belfast young peo-
ple throughout the
Catholic - ghettoes have
been drawn into violent
forms of protest, both by
their feelings of outrage
and by what appears to be
a deliberate policy of pro-
vocation by the police and
army.
Streets are littered with
barricades and burnt out
vehicles. The nights are
turbulent with the sound
of stone throwing and the
firing of rubber bullets.’

But so far these uncon-
trolled protests have had

‘the effect of mainly wear-

ing out the ghetto popula-
tion, -
Such problems were at
the centre of concern at
the emergency conference
of the H Block/Armagh
Comnmiittee held here on
Sunday ‘night.

Bitter

It decided that the

" decisive task at this stage is

to  force the southern
government and trade
unions to support active
protests, and thus open the
vay for mobilising the en-
tire Irish people against
imperialist repression.
Following the meeting
the * H ' Block/Armagh
Committee announced
that it intends to support
candidates against leading
government figures in the
southern general election.
As the temperature
rises in Ireland the exten-
sion of international sup-
port becomes more and
more important, to assure
the Irish people that they
can win, and to help stop
from boihni
over to futile outbreaks of
rage, or bltter resxgnatlon.

mqw-noo,, ;mm Fage 3



RT BORE, Birmingham councillor:
Benn'’s candidature is a means of keep-
in the forefront of debate the various
itical issues which Benn and others have
wmpioned over the past few years.

q will be doing whatever | can to see that
pport is gained for his ‘election campaign in
- area.

P's reallsm over Benn

John Parkmson .

‘ R a month. or so of telling us that the election
Tony Benn as deputy leader of the Labour Party

e media have woken up.
Far from welcoming a further consolidation of the
ibour left, the Tories launched attack after attack on
Jeft in the run up to the council elections and follow-
the ballot victories. After all, it might catch on.
With this new surge of mtelhgencc and realisation
oding through the right, we should not hesitate to ex-
gne how the left has dealt with the complex strategic
od tactical issues at stake in the deputy leadership elec-
gwen that is a stralght right-left fight within the
un class
F The shock of choosing between Benn and IMF axe
shder Healey was a bit much for the Communist Party,
y example. Anxiously looking over his shoulder at the

er, CP members and TASS general secretary Ken
declared to north-west activists that Benn’s can-
fature would place at risk the gains the left has made.

ps of the social contract. Thus Tribunite Michael Foot
once more joined the ranks of the Healeyites.

Ken Gill’s sophisticated explanation of Tony Benn’s
egic failing was that ‘Benn doesn’t really understand
de unionists. He’s not realistic.’

enge to Healey was not slow to jog Fisher’s radical
theat at the Scottish TUC. In his stormy if belated
ity for what?’ demand of the Labour right, he must
resolved many late-night tactical arguments at CP

J-
In a swift about face, Scottish miners’ leader Mick
rGahey threw his weight behind Fisher’s position.

As the Communist Party grapples with itself over its

ts must be workmg overtime to explain how, from
a loyal opposition, it will become falthful if slow
d hesitant followers.

. The problems of realism are difficult indeed.

Labour Part
School 7

Sat/Sun 23/24 May
Day 1
Formation of LP & developments to 1945/
Election of 1945 Labour govt and rise &
decline of Bevanism
Day 2
Rise of hew LP left & Bennism/ Tasks for
socialists in LP now
Workshops
History of LP women's sections/ 1331 LP
split/ Labour League of Youth in 19&3/
LPYS in 50s & 60s
School open to Socialist Challenge supporters. Admis-
sion by ticket only. Price £2.50 for both days or £2
single day. Limited places available so-apply urgently
to local Socialist Challenge organiser. All applications
must enclose payment, cheques to ‘The Week’.
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By Mick Archer

TWO resolutions sup-

porting Tony Benn’'s
election  challenge
have been passed by
branches = of the
Transport Union in
Birmingham.

«The TGWU. 5/908
branch, which consists
mainly of BL Long-
-bridge -~ workers, has
registered its support
for Benn in a resolution
which was put up by
sacked BL steward Jim

Denham, a Socialist

Organiser  supporter,

an by. Socialist

"~ Challenge supporter
Grant Kaeir. :

TGWU 5/909 branch,

‘based on the Rover _SD‘I

Car workers raIIy to Benn\

plant, went a bit fur-
ther.

Pat Hickey, deputy
convenor at the plant
and a Sacialist
Challenge  supporter,
successfully . proposed
that a resolution of sup-
port for Benn should be
forwarded to the
union’s district,
regional, national and
executive committees.

The resolution. also
calls for Benn and
Healey to be invited to
the  TGWU's biennial
delegate
and for a vote to be

‘taken there on how tha

union’s  block vote
should be cast in the

deputy leaderslup elec-
tion. .

conference, :

‘Scargill tells People’s March

By Patrick Sikorski
THE biggest demonstration so far in.support

. of the People’s March took place in Sheffieid

last Friday. Some 10,000 workers flooded into
Sheffield led by 500 South Yorkshire miners
and workers from Plansee Tooling .in
Rotherham, who have been on strike for 10
weeks against closure.

The largest contingent  engineering workers, -and
on the march came from = student§. =
Shardlow’s  engineering Rab Bird, an AUEW
factory where 800 workers  shop steward in Sheffield,

Sheffield.

solutions are needed to the
growth of unemployment.
At the same ti
refuse to mobrhse in
dustrial action to defend
jobs, which is the only w
to win- any political sol
tions in the workers i

terests. >

struck for the day. Other

contingents’ came from

BSC plants at River Don,
Stocksbridge and
Rotherham, and from
Bone Craven, Davy Lowy,
Firth Brown Tools and

told - Socialist . Challenge
that over the last year the
union had received notice
of 25,000 engineering
workers made redundant
or on short-time working.

And if

Lead

The tremeridous sup-i
port for the demonstration;
in Sheffield showed tha
Hadfield’s - workers will follow . any

gld be a boost to the Tories, the nght wmg and -

y statements of left leaders Moss Evans and Alan

Certainly the left challenge has woken up sleeping

Fortunately the grass roots support for Benn s

itude to the Labour Party, the minds of many of its ac- -

ShellCarrington

shop stewards
backBenn

THIRTEEN shop stewards at the large Shell

works in Carrington near Manchester have

endorsed the labour movement appeal back-

ing Tony Benn in his campaign for the deputy
- leadership of the Labour Party.

- The new signatories in-

- clude the production and

craft. convenors at the
Shell Carrington works.

They. put their names

forward after Transport
~and  General Workers’
Union shop steward Pete
Graham addressed a stew-
- ards - committee meetmg
last week.:

The 6/200 branch of
the TGWU has passed. a
resolution backing Benn
— there was just one

~ abstention — and this has
now been forwarded for
consideration by the
district and region.

Pete Graham. told
Socialist Challenge that
the stewards saw no alter-
native in Denis Healey.
‘Healey was the minister
responsible for going cap
in hand to the IMF under
the last Labour govern-
ment, and for implemen-
ting - the policies - they
wanted.

‘His budgets chopped
thousands of milions of
’i)ounds off the social ser-
vices and, of course, it was
Healey who was so closely
associated with the 5 per
cent pay norm.

‘But we didn’t vote '

. simply te oppose Healey,’

Graham explained. ‘We
voted to back Benn’s can-
didacy. Not only -has he
raised policies. which a
future Labour government
should implement — he’s
also raised the important
issue of accountability in
the Labour Party.

" ‘We want to go on”

from heére to win accoun-
tablility in the union, too.’

The latest signatories to
the declaration include two
stewards from the occupied
factory Laurence Scott’s,

and: Bob Owens, chairperson

TGWU _ Region 6; Ian

Stewart, TGWU full-time of-

ficer; Colin Barnett, secretary
NwW TUC D Grleves TGWU
convenor

Shamrock, Eccles.

The following union rep-’

resentatives at Shell
Chemicals, Carrington have
signed the appeal: F Green,
TGWU  convenor; Paul
Broadhurst, TGWU dep.
convenor; lan Brown, craft
convenor; G Hollowell, chair

JSSC. Shop stewards: M

Hilton, Pete Graham, J
Browne, P Robinson, T Whit-
tle, F ngle Ken Austm B
Duckworth

" Dennis Barry and Frank
Stubbs, AUEW shop
stewards, Laurence Scott,
Openshaw; Harry Gorton,
press - sec, Salford Trades

. Coungil.

R

. Firth Brown Engineering.

‘Supply, Mirlees-Blackstone, two Ferran-

- The message to the Tories is clear — the

Diamond’

1,900 redundancies go
through -more than 4,000

‘Behind over twenty
in private steel-

-union banners came more  jobs
contingents from every
branch of the public ser-
vices, building and

There are now . 40,000

‘Manchester workers
greet People’s March

‘By Patrick Sikorski

MORE ' than two -thousand them,

workers supported the Man-
chester to Stockport leg of the
People’s March last Thursday.

Workers occupying the Laurence
Scott factory in Openshaw led the
march, followed by contingents from the
shop stewards committees of National  (he march.
ti factories, GEC Openshaw Masseys,
BAC Woodford, Fairey’s and Manches-
ter Direct Works

Frank Salt, confederation of engin-
eering unions’ convenor at Ferranti’s
Moston told Socialist Challenge: ‘We
believe in this sort of demonstration.

‘It brings home the message to
everybody whether they are in work .or
out that mass unemployment has to end.

union.

making will have been lost.

workers uncmployed' in

majority of people have had enough of .

‘We’re organising a coach. from lhe
factory to Lendon on 31.May. In Man- 3
chester Laurence Scott has to be made- .
another Gardner’s.’ i

Ferranti’s Moston held a mass meet— E
ing of 150 workers on the gates the day- ¢
before addressed by a delegation from

Fellow convenor Tony Purull from
Ferranti’s Cairo Mill added: ‘We’ve got
to break down the isolation that unem-
ployment brings and build sohdanty with,
them. The TUC nationally isn’t" doing
much. We think they should be organis- 1
ing. a national unemployed workers’

‘We've got to get rid of this’
government
necessary.’

lead in fighting unemploy-}
ment, as well as calls for
alternatxve policies.
Bill Innes, chief]
steward on the eastern leg
tgld the rally in Sheffiel

by any -means:

Ferranti worke on the Manchester to Stockport march




woman’s right to work’,
but since 1975 there had
been an increase in
women’s unemployment
of 200 per cent. She added:

Creches

“I'here is no liberation
without ‘employment, and
there is no. right to work
witnout proper facilities
which means creches and
nurseries. These were plen-
tiful during the war when
women were needed for
work.’

Despite the presence of

platform Arthur Scargill
declared: ‘Unemployment

‘ph'oto:: PETE GRANT (Socialist Challenge)

Brennan Bates, chief marshall of the eastern leg

- City Hall that the London  ‘chief - marshall . of - the’
_march on 31-May should ~ - eastern leg, Brennan
. 'bring out hundreds of  Bates, - argued " that a-
i thousands of people. And shor‘ter working week was

“We want these jobs for
ourselves and our kids

H
i
|

we’ll’ change the Tories’
minds through eloquent
speeches we’re living. in
cloud cuckoo land. It wnll
be done on the streets.’

needed, along with proper
jobs for school leavers and -

- facilities for women. -
Blanche Feather, vice-'

ch;ur of the Trades Coun-
; added that the slogan
of the Council’s women’s
subcommittee ~ was ‘a

(2]

Laurence Scott’s workers in occupation and on the Manchester march

THE battle lines hardened over the last week senior steward, is deter-
in the fight by 650 Manchester engineering !m“e?[;]o Fl’vfle"e';‘t ;ltap%en—
workers to-keep open their factory, Laurence |78 3! fhe Vane ester-tac- |
Scott and Electromotors.

’ Every worker received
a letter by recorded
delivery ‘confirming’ that
management  considered
them sacked for having
‘repudiated’ their con-
tracts of employment.

ry.
‘We want these _]ObS
for ourselves and our kids. . 1
Some 93 workers at the  This factory isn’t going to
Norwich ~ factory . were = close,” he told Socialist
given half an hour’s notice.  Challenge.
of dismissal. The work- Tom Clare and con-
force has already agreed to venor. Bob Penchion are
boycott all work from confident of victory. They
Manchester and is plann-
ing further. action at a

Arthur Snipe.

‘Wm MARCHER

- three church leaders on the

'don’t,want dol‘e’.
- is.hiot-anact of God: It's:a -
- matter- -of - govemmem I
policy.. If we think_that

- jobs. The workers come out on lhe stroet to

- ple fritters. We talk to the workers in the fac- -
" tory. Maureen explains she is on the march

place. A debate about allowing Tories to

'Ilm:ted freedom to express our views.

Official

Meanwhile the

. AUEW, APEX and

~ASTMS made the action

official so every worker

- . replied to the local manag-

ing director,- RW -Nash,

refusing to- accept the
sackings.

Now the campaign is

.on.for widespread labour

“tipn - Trom- the People’s
" March For Jobs Laurence

tmwement Suppot;:: Fol- .
a visit.by a delega~:. :

mass meeting this week.
The only sour note was
when 25 stewards visited
the 'unions at Snipe’s
parent company - Mining
Supplies in. Doncaster.
The union ‘there is° weak
and they drew a blank.

Prevent

" This is. the sort of

" ‘siibservience - that - Snipe
-would like to see imralk-his
newly acquired factories,

Motors

are sitting on an estimated
£2¥m of motors and still

taking delivery of more . 4

from customers desperate
to have them serviced..
They Hhave. received
telexes addressed to ‘the
strike committee’ from ex-
porters who stand to loose
contracts to vital export

markets like Nigeria. AH
~enquiries ‘about these and..
the 120.motors for the Ad-

miralty are reffered to' Ar-
thur Snipe.

" free drinks. The comedians intend to come on

-the stage.

Scott’s workers were well and which Tom Clare, a

1o the fore .in the 2,000
strong demonstration
which escorted the march
on its way from Man-
_chester 1o Steckport. *. - .:

Laurence Scott’s convenor Bob Penchion (right)..
outside the occupied factory

The JR of Doncaster

THE financlal press has called Anhur Snipe
-~ ‘hard man’, ‘and ‘taugh.-nut’. The workers
- have. other descn‘ptibns of hlm, most of
e fwhmkamunpnnm le: - - .
o Wlﬁnh‘mﬁnhisnme ¥orksh1m$mpe
made his-fortune from providing equipment to the
coal indullyy. Last yearheawarded himselfa 33 per .
cent pay rise (up to £25,640).and made over £180,000

in the same year just from a 2p share dividend.

does go into the price of coal.
According to-a 1975 profile of him in the Colliery
Guardian- Snipe. has worked his way up from

14.in a-Yoi y eolliery trammiing ampties
-father’s stall — if so, he's cortamly put. his humble
origins behind him and is acting as a true blue
representative of the bosses.

pledged  support
though they are also in
dxspute wtth thelr new boss

We're bagmmng to:-find: out ]usr what really .

nathmg Apparontly he started work at the age-of . .

cahis. 1 ;..sATunDAv a.van goes to Wemblay. We are

- DIARY OfF
A JOBS

MONDAY: we marchad twenty.miles from .
Warrington to Salford. There’s a good turnout
to greet us and a whole array of speakers in-
cluing the north west district organiser of the
Communist Party and John Deason from the
Right to Work Campaign.

. It's pouring with rain, our feet are tired
from waiting, so after the tenth speaker
we're glad to hear from a couple of marchers,
Elsie Broad from Royal Pride and Phil Davies
from Schreiber’s.

A WRP marcher gets up to speak and
begins to denounce the march. He's grabbed
by the throat and removed from the platform.

TUESDAY: the day that Bobby Sands dies. At
first the SWP give out black armbands, then
they back down and agree to take them off or
march without their green uniforms behind
the march.

On Tuesday evening we are guess at the
Manchester New Century Hall where the
Haughton Weavers entertain us. It’s a big
event. We end up dancing round the hall sing-
ing the marchers song: ‘We want work, we

WEDNESDAY a ‘rest’day. 1 go toRoyaIPnda
and watch Mr Novak entering the factory.
The next day he gets -a | escort to
‘protect’ him. A delegation goes off to a St
Helens glass factory which was missed as we
passed through. » ’
Grenada televises a budoad of marchus
.arriving at Laurence Scott’s, occupied to save

greet us.
On to Ferranti’s where we're gmn vip
treatment, including roast lamb and pineap-

with her son. She feels strongly about how
unomploymnt affscts yaung mplo. -

speak on the platform allows the Communist
Party to outline their concepts of the march
and the broad demacratic alliance. They
argue that Tories should be allowed to speak
to exploit contradictions inside the govern-
ment.

The assembly decides agamst allowing
political repreSentatlves of the Tory party to
speak. Marchers point out that the Tories are
responsible for everything we're ‘marching
against.

“Colonel” Barry Williams rules the
Democratic Assembly like a headmaster. The

pils — us.marchers — are only allowed a

THURSDAY: we leave Manchester for
Stockport with the biggest send off since
leerpool One Ferranti steward expressed
the-view that it would have been even better
if strike action had been called by the trade
unions.

Thursday evening finds us at the Poko
Poko club, chicken and chips, waitresses and

in drag but after the row about the sashes for
a woman’s right to work the organisers
realise it would be in bad taste.

Cathy from Lee Jeans sings, she’s very
ead. The Quads, wha are marching, sing:
‘Got to-get a job’. The People’s Marchers fill

It'san msp;nny evening that ends with the
announcement that Labour has won ‘Man-
.Cheshire and. the. GLC. ‘Maggie,

FRIDAY: we are now.in Cheshire and Mac-
clesfield. It's much posher here. Left wing
speeches from Labour Party members and
anyone actually fighting for jobs are definite-
Iy the most popular.-Marchers are still not be-
mg encouraged enough to speak in- my view.

- told to-build support for the People’s march.
We are all ready to watch the Cup Final at
Congleton Labour Club, but to our disgust we
are thrown out.
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THE hard-eyed

Market,

and decentralisation. -

The well-worn con-
tents are then packaged as
‘new’ and ‘breaking’ the
mould’. The nearest -that
the Social Democrats have
come to being specific -«

Twelvé tasks - for Socxal
Democrats’ . — show ho
entirely wedded they are
to-  Denis Healey—style'
monetarism.

jrtsesoNpercent.f L

incomes

We are told that
unemployment cannot be
defeated by spending. An
incomes policy is’ requlred
of unprecedented seventy
it is suggested that an in-

flation rate of 8 _per cent

would “only' .allow - wage

‘In‘the autumn’of 1978
when Jim Callaghan faced

R L

. Crosland

an 8 per cent inflation rate
he offered a princely 5 per
cent norm before he was
engulfed in the ‘winter of
dicontent’.

The radical edge of the
SDP is briefly exposed in
the formula that ‘the state
should lean to equality’,
and  then _ resolutely
sheathed again with the
moderate  afterthought
that this inclination must

not be oppressive and that .
‘in a period

-of . recession -
there is little - scope for

) redistribution.

The authenﬁcaﬂy new .
stram in the SDP is found
in-- those afterthoughts.

- -There has been a decisive
* . break with the welfare

reformism of Anthony
The SDP is

..task of wrecking
~_Labour Party.

. The" aims - of . these
- shop-soiled - professional-
whose ~ main .
background is that of ap-
- paratchiks in the party ap-

. politicians,

| Marketmg the Social Democrats

Julian Atkinson looks at Shirley Williams’
new book Politics is for People

realities of the Social
Democratic Party (SDP) are obvious enough.
There is total loyaity to NATO, the Common
the. capitalist system,
policy and market forces. These policies are
advanced under the code names of peace, in-
ternationalism, pluralist democracy, fairness

engaged in a zero-cost
crusade of reformism
without reforms.

Since the Labour Par-
ty, in opposition at least,
has failed to recognise that
reforms in a full-blown
capitalist crisis risk raising
working-class expecta-
tions to a dangerous level,
the SDP has set itself tll:e
the

paratus of state executive,
have  to be carefully
packaged and marketed.
The  first attempt to
givean mtellectual gloss to

Socialist
Perspectives

 for
Europe

.200th issue anniversary meeting

ri 22 May 8pm

amden Town Hall,
Dpp St. Pancras

ounty council elections

low London’s ‘New Standard’ resporided to Labour’s GLC victory

By Phil Hearse

‘FAR LESS than was forecast’ and a ‘disappoint-

ment for Labour’.

These were typical press com-

ments after Labour's sweeping gains in the County
Council elections last Thursday.

Even Robert Mackenzie, operating his swingo- .
meter with unusual vehemence after midnight on
BBC 1, insisted that the swing to Labour was only
around 4 per cent in London, and 5 per cent in the

rest of the country.
This fligure was of
course a fraud. based on a
comparison with the 1979
General Election, not with

the last County Council |

elections in 1977, If that

© comparison was made, the

swing was around 12 per

cent in London and 15 per’
cent in the other Metro--

politan areas.

By lam on BBC 1. Bob
Mackenzie was scraping
the barrel for a ‘disap-
pointment - for Labour’
line: ‘if the swing in Lon-
don were repeated in a
gencral eleetion, lLabour
would only just get a ma-
jority®.

Speakers

Emest Mandel
Ken Livingstone

Hall opens at 6.30pm with displays on women’s movement;
anti-nuclear struggle; Irish liberation struggle; struggle of
youth; Polish crisis; El Salvador and Turkey
Buffet available-with rolls, cakes, tea and coffee.

pé&p Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50, London NI.
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Industrial

All this covered up the
reality  that  nationaliv

L.abour won nearly 1,100 -

seats from the Tories on

the metropolitan County’

Councils. But the most
decisive victories” were in

the key industrial areas, hit

by unemplovment:

Manchester 106 scats
were contested, - Labour
won 78 and in the process
gained . a staggering 52
from the Torics.

West Mldlands
seats _contested. © Labour
won 74, in the process
gaining 50 from the
Tories.

Merseyside 97 scats
contested, Labour won 56
as against 27 for the Tories

and 14 for the Liberals — -

this is an arca of strong
Liberal support. 1 abour
gained 31 scats from the
Tories.

104~

Greater. London 92
seats  contested, [.abour
won SO gaining 21 from
the Tories.  In anvbody
clse’s terms but those of
the Tory press, this is what
would normally be called a
Clandstide’.

Knight

But the result in L.on-
don was full of lessons.
[abour didn’t win such a
crushing victory as might
have been expected
because the Tories were
able 1o strongly mobilise
their vote in the suburban
areas. . The campaign of
the Tories, waged around
the slogan of ‘Keep L.on-
don out of the Red®. and
predicting a Marist dic-
tatorship i Labour won,
was certainly successtul in

getting out  the middle
class vote.

This campaign = ‘was
waged  with  extireme

viciousness by London's
onlv cvening paper, the
New Standard. The Stan-
dard in particular waged a
below-the-belt  campaign
against Lambeth Council
leader Ted Knight, who
was defeated in Norwood.

Soc Dem

Knight suffered not
only from the Standard
campaign, but also from
the intervention of *Social
Democrat’ right winger
Stephen Haseler, who by
takin
mainly

from fL.abour,

3,000 of the votes,

deprived Knight of vie-
t

in again the day after the
election with the astoun-
ding front page headline:
*The [Left loses out’,
gloating over Knight's

_ defeat and predicting that

right-winger- Andrew
MclIntosh would be elected
Labour leader of the G1.C.

Livingstone

In fact, left-winger Ken
Livingstone was elected
decisively — 30 votes to 20
a few hours after the Stan-
dard hit the streets. Liv-
ingstone himself gained a
sweeping victory in Pad-
dington, with a 12.4 per
cent swing to defeat the
Tories.

The election . results
revealed a nation-wide
class polarisation.
decisive proletarian areas
swung to Labour. But in
the South East, and the

county shires the Tories °

were able to keep up their
vote.

Battles

Now the scene is set for
a battle royal between the
Labour Councils and the
government. The Tories
have been quick to suggest
that Environment Minister
Heseltine will introduce
legislation to prevent high
spending by the county
councils.

The only way to carry
through the radical pro-
gramme of fare reduc-
tions, house building and
more social spending that
Labour promised in its
manifestos is to organise a
massive campaign of na-
tional action against the
Tories. To rely on rent and
rate increases will just set
the scene for future
Labour defeats.

'} ecol
-§ call

ory. .
The Standard weighed -

The:

the enterprise was made by
Dr David Owen with his

book ‘Face the Future’. It} .

was a failure: a muddied

and - diffuse book which ]

seemed to have as many
authors as the Bible.

But it contained- one
good joke: Owen claimed

to be in the libertarian§

socialist tradition of com-
munist “revolutionary
William Morris — it was
the way he told it: W

S%xrlcy thlmms
book lS more swcoessflﬁ

and has a glearer aim. lu;:,

a raid into Slipman/Polly
Toynbee country. Thergl:?

a layer of people who were,,
vaguely radicalised in th% g

late 1960s and early 1970s
while students.

They .got. good. :jobs§:.
{ and then Emima and young § -
»Markdcamealons Agrow-§
¥ o

atism on the;
ue of wholemeal bread

was mirrored by an in- 5

creasingly - adult and
mature - agnosticism on-
politics. Politics is for Peo-
ple has its sights on this’
target area.

Manic

Much of the rhetoric of k

Mrs Williams is taken
from the right wing of the’

or a_zero-growth
economy. Everything is
dealt with by a manic
reasonableness that - re-
nounces that extremism of
pushing or pulling a door
to open it, but moderately
persists in attempting  to

1 slide into the wall to which

it is hinged.

Mrs Wﬂhams starts
from the point that rapid
or even steady economic
growth is no longer possi-
ble. Old style politics were
about promising more:
‘Now, however, the ver
foundation of the debate is
shattered’.

These changes are not
temporary. The crisis is
not one of capitalism, she
is particularly clear on this-
point, or rather of ‘in-
dustrialism’ itself”.

Governments, we are
told, cannot bring back
full employment or better
social services. They have
to explain how circum-
stances have changed and
what are the new choices.
This means less promises
and more warnings.

Cosy

The hinge concept
which.enables her to speak
radical thoughts with no
radical action is that of
‘decentralisation’. This is
a favoured code-word for
the SDP. "Horam and
Owen use it to mean
market forces.

Williams uses it as an
exercise’ in talking down
expectations of what any
government can do in a
manner not totally dif-
ferent to that used by Tory
ideologues.

But it is also a way of
getting closer to tradition-
al middle class politics as
when she suggests that
both big employers and
big labour hinder us from
finding institutional solu-
tions to the present crisis.

The book contains few
specific solutions to actual
problems, but rather
creates an ambience of
caring concern. If I were
not afraid of appearing ex-
tremist and wasn’t partial-
ly made merry by the cosy
Christopher Robin nice-
ness of Mrs Williams I
would be tempted to call
her a dishonest shit.

3
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Nasira, Nasareen,
. Jaswinder and Cynthia

7

THE TORIES have just cut short the

_parliamentaty  debate on the Na-

tionality Bill which black organisa-

tions, - many churches and some
MPs have denounced as

Labour
racist. -
But this bill is only the latest of .

several laws enacted by both Labour

i

 Nasita, Anwar and Jaswinder welcome Anwar’s children
.and Conservative governments which

discriminate against black people.
STEVE COHEN tooks at how racist
laws, combined with official views of

female dependency, threaten four

women — Nasira Begum, Nasareen

Achtar, Jaswinder-Kaur and Cynthia

Under the Immigration
Rules it is easier for a
woman to come into Bri-
tain than 2 man. A man
can only gain entry if he
has a wife or fiancee who is
born here and a UK citizen
(this usually means white).

Wives and fiancees can
join any man settled here

-regardless of his citizen-
ship status. . _ )

The official reasoning
is that women are suppos-
ed to be dependent on men
and therefore should live
in the man’s country.

Ch‘ildren :

If the Home Office
discovers that a ‘woman
from another country has
been deserted or separated
it looks for technicalities
to-justify her deportation.

Any children born here
are citizens and in theory
* .cannot be .deported. But
the government imposes a
terrible penalty on the
children — separation
from their pother or in-
voluntary repatriatien.

"~ The latest Nationality
Bill proposes to
‘legitimise’ this position by
refusing the right of
residence to children who
don’t have a parent who is
either a UK citizen or ‘set-
tled’ here.

.~ Jaswinder Kaur who
has just lost her appeal
against deportation came
to Britain in 1975, married
a 'man who subjected her
and their son Manjit to
" years of battering.

‘Beaten

Eventually her hus-
band was imprisoned for
these assaults. Jaswinder
found that he- has
previously been  married
and had forced his first
. wife to commit suicide.
. Later the husband was
" deported for being in the
country ‘illegally’.

. The Home Office says:
‘Her only ties with and

basis of stay in the United
Kingdom were through her
husband and she has fur-
nished no grounds for re-
maining here independent-

‘ly of him.’

Under the Immigration

_Act a wife can be deported

with her husband, as she is

considered to be depen-

dent on him even though

?ll_le is being beaten up by
im.

Nasareen A(:hta’r arriv-
ed in 1977 married to a UK
citizen. She was forced out
of their home when she
was eight months pregnant.

Nasira and friends in July 1980

She then learned that a
previous wife had, as in
Jaswinder’s case, commit-
ted suicide. ‘

Phone

The Home Office

wants to deport Nasareen'
‘on the grounds that her

marriage is invalid because
it took place over the
phone.

Many hundreds - of
Pakistani marriages are
undertaken like this and
Nasareen has a valid mar-
riage certificate.

Gordon — with deportation.

~ The Home Office want
to deport her because she
is black and has been

deserted not because of

any technicality.

When she appealed to .

an Adjudicator he agreed
with the Home Office
representative’s  remark
that she-could not possibly
have considered herself
married as she let herself
be beaten up and thrown
out while pregnant’.

Irrelevant

Nasira Begum’s case is
perhaps the most reveal-

g Coventr
blacks i

ing. She came from
Pakistan in 1976 and mar-
ried a few months later.
The police delivered a
deportation notice three
years later. They did so on
the grounds that her hus-

- band had been previously

married and not divorced.
Her ignorance -of this

marriage was regarded as
; even
. though -the. police -had in-

irrelevant, * * and

sufficient -evidence to pro-
secute -the husband for

- bigamy, the;-Home Office

were not dissuaded.

Although Nasira won
her appeal before the Ad-
judicator the Home Office
have taken it to.the Im-
migration Appeals
Tribunal and the case con-
tinues.

Nasira is - presently
working in a refuge for
battered Asian women.

A furtﬁer illustration is
the . case of Rhazia Kha-

" toon who has lived here

for several years, having
fled from Kenya.

She married Abdul -

Jacoob who was on a visit
to <4his country from
Malawi. She is pregnant.
Because she isn’t a
citizen born here she is be-
ing forced to leave her

family and go to Malawi if
she wants to remain with

" her husband.

Cynthia Gordon came
from Jamaica in 1960. She
lived here 12 years and had
two children. Her mother
in Jamaica became ill so as
an only daughter she went
to care for her mother and
as a single parent took her
children with her.

Defence

After her mother died

in 1977 Cynthia brought -
her British-born children :

back but the Home Office

want to deport Cynthia on-
the grounds that she has’

surrendered her settlement
by being away more than
two years.

All these women show
the anti-woman, anti-
black bias of British laws
and institutions.

They are fighting for
the right to live in this
country with their
children. Already a
number of black, women’s
and labour movement
bodies are engaged in their
defence. -

They cannot win by

their own efforts.alone.

- you attack any of our brothers and sisters again t

_ every doorstep,

fight back

By Hov\)ard Green and Anna Reese

THIS WEEK, at least seven more racist at-
tacks took place in Coventry, and black peo-
ple turned out en masse for the funeral of Sat-
man Singh Gill, the Asian student murdered

‘on 18 April. "

A rally in the precinct. last Saturday

-asserted the right of black people to walk

through the streets unmolested. .. .

.- At a'meéting last Friday called by the Community -
Relations Council, involving the police, iord. mayor and
others, black youth-distributed a long statement asserting.

 their right to walk the streets unmolested, and their deter-

mination to organise self-defence against racist attacks. .
The erid of the statement read as follows: ‘We as

.- young black people in this city reserve the right to walk

through the streets unmolested. So skinheads and racists
beware; leave.us alone and we’ll leave you alone'hbut if
ern we
declare war... if you want this city to remain peaceful
then the message is c’lear.. LEAVE US ALONE. We are

- dead serious.

‘If the attacks on our brothers and. sisters continue
then Brixton might look like a tea party to what will hap-
pen in Coventry.’ < .

This statement caused such horfror amo the

“assembled dignatories that they attempted to confiscate’

it so:that ‘racial harmony in Coventry is not disrupted’.
But it is a myth that racial harmony cahi’ beé*built on the
submission of the black community:te.racist yiolence. .
In reality the establishment is more'worried aboyt thé
fact thar the black community is startitig to fight-back. .
West Indian and:Asian youth will not wait for official
sanction or backing from elders, the &RC or thé labour
movement beforé taking action to’ defend theirj&)mf
munity from racist violence. . - =7 " ST
Practical support for these moves ds - self-
defence need to be developed inside theblack community
and labour movement. o poemoiie 2wl
We must demand that the leadesship of the Bour
movement takes action, but we cannot’afford to wait for
them — we have to take this issue & every street~and

. Socialists must pull out all the st0p§ fon,the .nafional

" demonstratior'on 23 May called by Coventry-Committee
- against Racism. Black youth are right to be angry — we

must pull out the stops to support them. :

Demonstrate
Saturday 23 May
Assemble 1pm Edgewick Park )
Marchto Coventry Precinct » :
Called by Coventry Cttee Against Racism
Supported by ANL and NUS nationally

Support
these women

Anwar Ditta’s campaign to bring her children
to Britain has provided the example of how
black people can fight and win against racist
immigration laws.
Nasira’s campaign has won support from
.the North west.and South west TUCs; the
trades councils of Manchester, Stockport,
. Bury, Bolton, Blackpool and Southport;
several LP branches; she has been adopted as
an honorary member of the National Union of
Students. . )
© Jaswinder's campaign has the support of
" Leeéd’s Muslim, Sikh and Hindu Temples and
Asian youth movements in Bradford and
Manchester. - ‘
@ Contact their defence committees for petitions,
‘ leaflets and make donations to:
Friends of Nasira Begum, 595 Stockport Rd,
Longsight, Manthester 12 TCC, phone 061-225 5111
Friends of Jaswinder Kaur ,
LAP Box JK; 29 Blenheim Terrace, Leeds LS2 9HD
Friends of Nasareen Achtar
59 Ashworth St, Rochdale
Cynthia Gordon Action Group
14 Gradwell Walk, Moss Side, Manchester
® Order the video ‘A deportation of convenience’
made by the Friends of INasira to show at meetings.
® Write to Timothy Raison at the Home Office, 50
Queen Anne’s Gate, London SW1 and send copies
to their MPs: Gerald Kaufman (Nasira); Keith
Joseph (Jaswinder); Cyril Smith (Nasareen); and
George Morton {Cynthia).
® Demonstrate for Jaswinder
16 May Leeds, assemble 2pm Banstead Terrace,
Leeds 8 i
® Demonstrate for Cynthia and Nasira -
6 June Manchester, assemble 12.30 at the corner of
Princess Rd and Moss Lane East, Moss Side. For
coaches from London phone Satnam 01-485 6672
® Vigil . .
15 June, London, Nasira’s appeal will be heard.
Assemble 1pm at the High Court, Strand opposite
the Immigration Appeals Yribunal. .
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- evidence

ting of the

Iran/Iraq war. Phil

EARLIER this
year, television
journalist and
newscaster JON
SNOW sent back
a remarkable
series of reports
from the civil war
in El Salvador.
Jon Snow was the
1981 ‘Television
journalist of the
year’ for his repor-

Hearse spoke to

_him _about his im-

pressions of the El
Salvador conflict.

The Duarte regime came to
power in El Salvador in
October 1979 promising
reforms, particularly land
reform. Did you find any
that the land
reform has been carried
through? ™~ :

1 would just qualify the
statement that the Duarte
regime came to power in Oc-
tober 1979. The coup in ’79
which - removed - General
Romero had a lot more op-
timistic aspects to it than the
present regime — these were
whittled away by resignations
and assassinations.

In ’79 the junta had a
number of progressively mind-
ed people, including important-
ly a man called Cordoba, who
was the minister of agriculture.

He was the architect of the

agrarian reform. ]

- His intention in October *79
was to carry out a very com-
prehensive land reform scheme

which, in a period of five toten

years, would have dispersed all

- the land owned by 200 wealthy

families — into the hands of co-
oFeratives and into the hands
of small tenant farmers. -
Some 300 farmers were seiz-
ed by the junta after October
*79, and handed over to
worker-based co-operatives to
run for themselves. I visited
one of these co-operatives at a
place called La Labore, and in
fact it was working extremely

well.
Theré were about 1200

workers with' an elected .com-

mittee running the project, who
had about 6000 dependents liv-
ing with them on the farm,
growing sugar, coffee and
sugar cane — a prize example
of the kind of scheme which
Cordoba had in mind.
~ Unfortunately  Cordoba
was assassinated four months
ago — that has had a very
substantial effect on the whole
impetus for agrarian reform.
Even the
running the land reform admits
that out of the 300 farms only
about six are working.

The impetus for agrarian
reform has more or less com-

D ks shot land reform

there really isn’t any evidence
of it being put into effect now.

government agency

Indeed when I was there in
February Duarte announced
that the second -phase of the
land teform was to be postpon-
ed indefinitely. ‘

, What was your impression

of the standard of living of
the ordinary people?

The  thing about El
‘Salvador is the ‘contrasts bet-
ween the rich and the poor that
are so acute. There 1s a very
sizeable middle class in El
Salvador, some of whom are
extremely well off -— the richest
of whom have tended to flee
the country and are now holed-

up in Miami, leaving managers

looking after their affairs.

The middle class tends to be
concentrated in the main cen-
tres of urban population. They
are people who run shops,
garages and businesses and who
are really quite well off.

But contrasted with them is
the vast majority of people who
are landless and living below
anything we would recognise as
the poverty line.

They suffer from acute mal-
nutrition. The infant mortality
rate among the peasantry,
which represents 80 per cent of

. the population, is very high in-
deed

I think it’is the presence of
this large middie class which is
slowing up the revolution in El
Salvador. The parallels which

: geople have attempted to draw

etween El Salvador and neigh-
bouring Nicaragua are not
precise, because the
Nicaraguan dictator Somoza
ran what was really a one-
family dynasty, who had its
hands into everything and who
paid the National Guard to de-

- fend that control.

. In El Salvador it is much
more diffuse because of this
very large middle class, which is
terrified of revolution. The
process of revolution is there-
fore being very seriously slowed
down. -

The evidence is everywher
that the. vast majority of the
gnogulation is hungry, ill fed

are not profitgng at all from
the ori hopes that people
had in the October ’79 coup.

Did you find any evidence of
the activities of the right-
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“win .
-evidence of popular support
“for the FDR (Revolutionary
- Democratic Front) and the
-FMLN (Farabundo Marti Na-

wing death squads? What is
the evidence that they are
linked to or part of the Na-
tional Guard or the army?
The killing in El Salvador
while I was there was running at

the rate of 30 to 35 civilians per -

night. I gather that is still about
the going rate even now.

These people are not’the
victims of the combat — the
number of people who die in El

© Salvador as the result of the
fighting in what is a limited civil
war is very small. The vast ma-
jority are just civilians who are
“simply taken out and ‘disposed
of’ during the hours of dark-
ness. : )

The victims can be found by
the roadside in any urban area
of El Salvador. Certainly you
can find up to a dozen bodies in
specific areas in San Salvador.

They are. left there at
tegular intervals. Even in coun-
try’ areas you find groups of
bodies dumped at the roadside.
As for who is responsible for
these killings, the evidence is
overwhelming that whoever is
killing these civilians is not be-
ing hindered in doing so by the
armed forces.

There has now been a
curfew for some months bet-
ween the hours of 7.30pm and
5.30am. The bodies are already
out by 5.30in the morning. The
curfew is very strongly policed
by the National Guard and by
the -army. All the evidence is
that the army is -aware that
these kiﬂin§s are going on.and
is doing little or nothing to pre-
veat them

Whether the army and the
National Guard are themselves
involved in the killings is less
easy to pin-point. What is cer-
tain is that right-wing death
squads are inter-mingled with
the armed forces.

You can visit army-con-

troled centres where civilians,

heavily armed civilians, mix
with troops. You can see them
travelling in trucks with the
troops, and policing - whole
towns. ‘
There are the towns of San
Sebastian and San Stephan —
two towns within 40 miles of

San Salvador — which are -

policed solely by right-wing
gunmen, who admit to belong-
ing to an outlawed group called
ORDEN, which was banned by
the junta in October 1979.

But is is widely accepted
that ORDEN still exists, and
that large numbers of ORDEN
members are given free range to
operate both in the rural and
urban areas unhindered by the
armed forces.

-And you can turn up at a
place like San Stephan, and
there is no sign of an army
presence - whatsoever. The
whole policing operation is car-
ried out by these civilian
gunmen. I have no doubt in my
mind that they play a major
role in the nightly killings.

This is not just my view, it is
the view of many officials at the
American embassy who are
horrified by what is happening
in El Salvador. They will tell
you this quite openly, but
won’t o on the record becamse

ROTRACGTE
STRUGGLE

they are obviously at odds with
current US State Department
thinking.

Often the struggle is
presented as a conflict bet-

ween left wing and ri
‘extremists’. m

tional . Liberation armed
forces) did you come ac-
cross?

As I said earlier, there is a

- substantial middle class in the
. urban areas. Where they are
- strong;. the support for the
.~ FDR is not so obvious, largely

" .because people in the urban
- areas-who do support them are

very fearful of coming out and

. expressing that support.

The result of even a hint
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" and the homesteads are com
. pletely deserted, there is na
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FDR is very strong.

+If you go to an area whic|
has ‘been recaptured. from the
guerillas — we went to several
— you will find that the farm

local population, no sign thag
the people had welcomed thg
army, that in any sense the ar-
my had ‘liberated’ the area
quite the reverse.

Whereas in - countrysidg
captured by the guerrillas,
found farmsteads and home:
fully occupied, and food freel
-supplied to-the guerillas by the
population. In - turn  th
guerillas supplyed medical aig
and assistance to the peasanty
There was a complete inte

{ aonNGu¥r
i |
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Li SALVAD G

that you are related to, or
possibly seeing, or even in
touch with anybody who is
s thetic to the FDR leads
to the risk of assassination.
Thus in the urban areas it’s very
difficult to quantify what the
support for the FDR is.

n the countryside it’s much
easier to be perfectly specific
about what the support is. Five

weeks of j ing accross the
country inomwwccrtainly
indicated to me that support
among the peasantry for the
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relationship between the people
and those doing the fighting.

The other interesting thing
was that the fighting tended to
be done by people who were
local to that area — they hadn’t
been imported. Some of the
commanders tended to be mid-
dle class and imported from ur-
ban areas.

We went to four guerilla
camps in the heartland of El
Salvador and the people there
were from the local areas.

Did you see any direct
evidence of US involvement
in the struggle?

No direct evidence of US
manpower being -deployed on
the ground. Advisors do un-
doubtedly travel the country,
and move from army base to
army base, but whether they’re
deployed in the front line is
open-to doubt.

On the other hand while I
was there there were planeloads
of hardware coming in daily,
which I saw landing at-the local
military  airfield in San
Salvador. ' :

The US aid is in the form of
infantry equipment, artillery
equipment, helicopters and in-
tensive training — and training
outside the country too at the
Schoo! of the Americas.

I visited = this - :school. in_.

Panama where I found . 74

cadets under: heavy. training in-
what ‘is described as' “human-

T T A Y A S A S N

rights’ methods of operation.

Quite what this means is
obscure, but apparently it’s lec-
turing on how to raid a village
‘decently’ ‘and respect the in-
dividuals that you find there. -

But I don’t think
Americans are involved in com-
bat. 1 think the US in-
volvement’s in tactical advice,
weaponry and training. But it’s
critical, obviously.

One of the propaganda lines
of the Duarte regime is that
during its last offensive the
guerillas suffered an ab-

- solutely crushing defeat and
-no longer exist except in

very remote areas. What do
you think of this?

.

There’s no question that the

guerillas do control substantial
areas of the country, some of
them quite near San Salvador.

We visited a stronghold six-

ty miles.from San Salvador in.

which  there were four major

... guerilla’ -military = camps, -in .
here .were _a total of -
around’ 1000 -guerillas, in an

which -t

area which the army claimed to
havi Tgreviously cleared.
e guerillas’ “final offen-

port. for the junta might

sive’, from talkiﬁg to thcl

guerillas themselves, seems to

have ~ been a . sort of-

temperature-testing operation.
It could have succeeded, but
the guerillas were themselves
not adequately trained or
organised.

. The guerillas don’t seem to '
me to be well enough equipped

to defeat the army because of
the weight of equipment com-
ing in on the other side. But
neither is it at all likely that they
can themselves be defeated.

So it's going to be long
struggle?

My own feeling is that if
things stay as they are it’s likely
to be a very protracted struggle.
Duarte himself has very little
power whatever. -

The junta of which he is
president is basically a military
machine ‘and is -entirely

.dominated by the army and the
Minister of Defence, General

Garcia. On its fringes it is link-
ed with the right wing death
squads.

The junta is at war with the
left, and to pretend, as does the
US administration that the jun-
ta is in the ‘middle’ between left
and right is absurd. Duarte is in
a sense just a ‘respectabilising’
force used as a kind of front for
the army. . .

It’s still possible that there
could be a right wing couE to
get rid ‘of Duarte. If that hap-
pened then international su

removed. But as things stand at

.

the moment it’s going to-be a
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' Mexican socialists
m fightforballot

By Fred Murphy

rights

_NEARLY 1,400 supporters
of the Revolutionary
Workers - Party (PRT),

Mexican section ‘of the
Fourth International, at-
tended a rally in Mexico
City on 5 April to demand
that the Lopez Portillo
government grant the
PRT ballot rights for the
July 1982  federal elec-
tions. .

Among the enthusiastic
crowd were striking car
workers, peasants and farm
workers who -had . travelled
throughout the night to attend
the rally, shanty town dwellers
fighting government-ordered
evictions, teachers and univer-
sity workers, and dozens of ac-
tivists from the Revolutionary
Communist Youth (JCR),
founded by young PRT
members in 1980.

In addition to leaders of the
PRT, the rally was addressed
by Rosario Ibarra de Piedra,

leader of the National Front -

against Repression (FNCR)
movement.
Ibarra de Piedra first

became active in the fight for
human rights in Mexico after
the April 1975 police kidnapp-
ing and subsequent ‘disap-
pearance’ of her son Jesus
Piedra Ibarra.

Bloc

The PRT has announced
that if it wins ballot status it will
present Ibarra de Piedra as its
candidate for president in 1982.
The party has proposed to
other parties and organisations
on the left that they form an
electoral bloc in support of her
candidacy.

The central focus of such a
campaign, the PRT says, would
be the campaign to fight repres-
sion and  extend . democratic
rights in Mexico.

International solidarity
with the PRT’s fight for
legalisation and -ballot rights
was voiced by striking coal

miner David Ferguson, who
~ represented the US Socialist

Workers Party, and the well-
known Peruvian revolutionary
Hugo Blanco, who was elected

last year to the Peruvian Con-

gress as the candidate of- his

’ party, also called the PRT, -

It will be difficult for the
Mexican government to justify
continued denial of ballot
rights to the PRT. The party
has fulfilled the electoral laws
requirements: submission of
65,000 signatures, activity as a
‘political association’ for well
over a year, and representation
of a distinct position in the

country’s political spectrum.

Rising

The PRT is preparing for
the 1982 elections at a time
when struggles by the workers
and peasants are on the rise in
Mexico. During the first ten
months of 1980, the country ex-

. perienced 75 strikes involving

some 150,000 workers, the ma-
joritif in the car, steel, rubber,
textile, telephone, paper and
mining sectors.

In the countryside, small
farmers, Indian communities
and - landless labourers are
resisting the government’s
moves to turn more and more
land over to big -capitalist
agriculture and thus liquidate
the agrarian-reform  gains
fought for and won during the
Mexican revolution of 1920-21
and _during the Cardenas
presidency of 1934-40.

The rise of class struggle
was reflected in the presence on
the platform of trade union
representatives from the Oax-_
aca meat workers, the Copilillo
henquen (sisal) workers, the
university workers of -Nuevo
Leon, and the workers of
CONA-SUPO, a state food-
distribution epterplqige. . Qixh

Messages in solidarit
the PRT’s ballet fight znd in
support of Rosario Ibarra de
Piedra’s candidacy were receiv-
ed from the textile workers’
union at the Textlamex factory;
from the workers at the Datsun -
factory at Cuernavaca, and
from the Goodyear rubber
workers.

From Intercontinental Press



Soclahst Challenge’

Scotland

ABERDEEN: SC available at Boom-
sown books, King St. For more info
rimg Bill 896 284.
DUNDEE: . SC  available from
Duadee Clly Square outside Boots,
every Thursday 4-5.30pm, Fnday
4-5.30pm, Saturday I1-4pm.
l EDINBURGH: SC sales every Thurs-
: dimy 4.15-5.15pm Bus Station, St. An-
direws Square and bottom of Waverly
steps 4.30-5.30; Saturday-11.30-2pm
East End, Princes St. Also available
from Ist May Books, or 'Better
Books, Forrest Rd. More info on
Jocal activity from SC c/o Box 6, 1st
May Bookshop, Candlemaker Row.
GLASGOW: SC sales every Thur/Fii
4.30-5.30pm at Central Station. Also
swailable at Barretts, Byres Rd; Clyde
k. Books, High St; Glasgow Bookshop
Collective, Cresswell Lane; Hope
Sareet Book Centre. .

outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.
For more information about local ac<
tivities. Tel. 061-682 5151.

OXFORD: SC supporters sell every
Fri 12-2pm outside Kings Arms and
every. Sat 10.30-12.30pm in Corn-

market.” .

SHEFFIELD: SCon sale Thursday,
Pond * St,. 4.30-6pm; - Saturday,
Fargate 10.30-12.30pm.
STOCKPORT: SC sold every Satur-
day, Ipm, Mersey Way: Can be
delivered weekly: phone 483 8909
(evening), 236 4905 (day). .
SWINDON: SC on sale 11-1 every

“ Sat., Regent St (Brunel Cenitre).

* MAMILTON: SC on sale 8:11 every -

Set. outside County Bar Almada:

Sereet, every Sat outside Safeway
: 1.30-5. For more_ info contact Paul,
. 17 Clyde View or John at 54 Eliot St,

Hamilton.” :

- Wales

3 IAIOGOR every. Saturday I(HZ
. Sown centre. y

i CARDIFF: every
;393012 Alsoavmhblel-o-sl)ooks,
b~ Salisbury Road.

- : every Sat i in town centre
11-12.

WPRIDD SC sales every
Sﬂunhy outside Open Market
11-1

SWANSEA: SC sales outside Co-op,
Oxford St, 11am-1pm, Saturdays.

England

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books,
. Lomdon Road, and Saturdays 2pm-

- 3pm outside the Roman Baths. Phone -

20298 for more details.
SIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
' Ramp, Fri 4.30-5.40, Sat 10-4. For
more info phone 643-0669.
SRADFORD: SC available from
Fourth Idea Bookshop, 14
. Southgate, -+ -+
BRIGHTON; SC sales regularly every
Sat outside Open Market; London
Road, from 1lam-1pm.
BMSTOL: SC'on sale 11-1, ‘Hole in
Ground’, Haymarket. - Morc info
from Box 2, c/o Fulimarks, 110
()dicnham Rd Monipetier, Bristol

wﬂNLEV SC on sale every.Sat
morfing 11:30-1pm St-James St.
" CHESTERFIELD SC supporters sell
omtside Boots, Marketplace, Satur-
. days 11.30am-12.30pm.
COVENTRY: SC available from
i Wedge Bookshop. For more info
about local activities phone 461138.
HWEMEL HEMPSTEAD: SC sales in
Time Square, Saturdays
[ 90.30-1.30pm. .
WUDDERSFIELD: SC supporters
wll mrs evcry Saturday 11am-

SC aiso available at
m-orks
LEEDS: Every Satarday 11-1 at
Lands Lane Pedestrian-Precinct and
10.30-12.00 ai Headingly Arndale
Centre. Corner Bookshop,
‘Woodhouse Lane.
BRANCHESTER SC supporters sell
Ii-pm Sat at OLDHAM outside the

Yorkshire Bank, High St; at BURY in

the shopping precinct and at Metro
Books; at BOLTON in the town cen-
i tre; and in MANCHESTER outside
the central reference. library in St
Peter’s Square and at Grassroots and
Percivals Bookshop. Tel: 061-236
. 4905 for further info.
MEWCASTLE: SC on sale every Sat
t1-lpm outside Fenwicks. Also
awailable at Days of Hope bookshop,
Wesigate Rd. For more info ring Phil
ox Pete on Newcastle 737507
OLDHAM: SC sold every Saturday

t SC Events

HARINGEY: Public meeting, ‘Can
. Ieeland unfree ever be at peace?’,
730pm. TU Centre (Old -Library),

. What's Left ‘

RATES for Whats +eft. 5p per
-udorﬂpercol inch. Deadline:
moon Sat. prior to publication.
Peyment in advance. Phone
#1-359 8180.

BOOKS for Southern Africa. Funds
wrgently needed — cheques, POs to
- Books for Southern Afica, PO Box
50, London Nt 2XP.
T-SHIRTS: Women’s symbol, red on
wellow, black on red. Fourth Interna-
womal symbol, red on white , red on
wellow, black on red.: Solidarnosc
sywmbol, red on white. All £2.99 incl.
P&P. Sizes medium and-large. Also
anailable ‘Fight Racism’ T-shirts, red
os white, small and medium only,
£1.50. Orders to: SCD T-shirts, PO
Box 50, London NI. Bulk prices
" available on request.

3 Umycrslly Vanburgh College 12- 2. ’

TEESSIDE: SC on sale Sat hinchtime
in -the ‘Cleveland Centre, and in
Newsfare, Linthorpe Road, Mid-
dlesbrough, and outside Woolworths
on Stockton High Street, .
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales on
Thur/Fri at Poly. Students Union
from noon-2pm and British Rail
6.30:6pm;’ and’ Saturday -near Beat-
ties, town centre from. | tam-2pm,
YORK: on sale every Thursday, dole
office. .Clifford * Street, .-9,30-11;

Saturday at Cnrey Street 11-1.

‘London

BRENT: - SC supporters sell at
N thlesden Junction every Thur at
Sat in Bute Town, .4.30pm.

EALING: - SC supporters sell every
‘ Thursday, Ealing Broadway mbe

4.30-5.30pm

ENFIELD: SC available from Nelsons
newsagents, VL_o‘ndon Rd, Enfield
Town.

HILLINGDON: SC_supporters sell

‘every Enday, 4.30-5.30 at. Uxbridge

tube station; ‘every. Saturday
10.30-12.00 outside Woolworths, Ux-
bridge shopping centre.

KILBURN: SC sales every Sat, 10am
in ‘Kilburn - Square, and Thursday
8.30am at Queens Park. tube.
LAMBETH: - SC. available from
Village -Books, ' Streatham: Tethric
Books, Clapham; Paperback Centre,
Brixton; Oval tubc kiosk. Also’sold
Thur and Fri evenings and Thur mor-
nings outside Brixton tube.
NEWHAM: SC sale every Saturday,
1lam to noon, Queen’s Rd Market,
Upton Park.

PADDINGTON supporters sell at
Portobelio Rd market every Sat at 12
noon, -

WEMBLEY: SC sales Fri 6.45am at
North Wembley BR Station,

is your town or city mentioned
above? If-not, send in details to
this sales column. ;

Bookshops

BANGOR: Rairbows, H
Road, Upper Bangor, Gwynedd.
BRADFORD: Fourth
Bookshop,-14:Sandgate.
BIRMINGHAM: . Other Bookshop,
137 Digbeth, Birmingham. _
DURHAM: Durham City Co-op
Bookshop, 85a New Elvet.

ILFORD: South Essex Bookshop, 335 :

- Ley Street;

MILTON KEYNES: Oakleaf Books, )

109 Churchi Street, Wolverton.

LONDON:.Central Books, 37Graysv B

Inn Rd; Colletts, Charing Cross Rd,
WC2; Paperback Books, Brixton and
Charlotte St; Kilburn - Bookshap,
Kilburn High Road, NW6;"

The Bookplace, Peckham High St,
SE1S; Books - Plus, Lewisham;
Balham Food Co-op; Housmans, §
Caledonian Rd, N1; Compendium,
Camden Town NWI1; Owl, Kentish
Town; New Beacon, Seven Sisters

* Rd, N4; Bookmarks, Seven Sisters

BADGES: Make money for your -

cgalusauon or branch. Huge reduc-
woms on anti-racist, Irish solidarity,
women’s badges and ‘many more.

I Write for lists of incredibly low bulk
ases — from as little as 5p. Free of-
fexs for large orders. Send to: SCD
Wadges, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP.
WEW Broad Left pubhc meeting on
€m 17 May at. 7.30pm, Hotel

t sletropole, Kings Rd, Brighton.
Speakers: Tony Benn MP andé Pete

{ Dodd, Broad Left UCW secretary.
MANDS OFF IRAN! Socialist Action
Sorum. Speakers include Terry Viney,
ofisor of Socialist Action. 8pm
Rocbuck, 108A Tottenham Coult
R4, London W1.

Rd, N4; Centerprise, 126 Kingsland
High St, E8; Dillons, QMC; Page
One; E15; The Other Bookshop, 328
Upper St, NI; Reading Matters,
Wood Green next to Sainsbury’s.

YORK: Community Books,

"~ Walmgate.

Brabant Rd, Wood Green, N22.
Speakers from TOM and Geoff Bell
(Socialist Challenge) .

Here comes
summer!

Show where you stand
with one of our new
‘Solidarnosc’ T-shirts,
only £2.99 mcludm
post and packing.
medium and large -
Orders to: SCD, PO
Box 50, London Ni
2XP, Chgsues payable
to: ‘The Week’. Bulk
order prices on request.

International Marxist . Group notices

MATIONAL LESBIAN/GAY Frac-
t ©on 16 May National centre 11 am.

AR odes welcome even if not active
around this question. Main item:
peospectives document, orientation to
Idour and womens movement. Pool-

ed fare. Childcare if there is advance
notice, and ‘accommodation. Ring
Jamie on 01-637 2249.

IRISH fraction jointly with Revolu-
tion Youth. Now on Sun 31 May at
national centre.

Revolution Youth notices

BRANCH Organiser’s fraction on 16
sy llam at UCL students unions,
Gower Sl. London WCI1 nr. Euston

ﬂ-ﬂ orl;M:ypoapon-

ed.

STUDENT fraction with IMG on Fri
22 May, 11-5pm at UCL students
union.

iiollyhead o

* ldea -
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By Davy Jones

‘POLAND hits the headlines- Iess often these i

days. You may have heard about the granting
to Solidarity of its own TV and radio program-
‘mes, and the developing crisis within the

-Communist Party.

Less well-known is.the n'Iasswe debate
within Solidarity folowing the calling off of

the proposed general strike at the ‘end of
March. The debate has centred round demo-.
cracy within the union and the role of the ng-
tional leaders of the union movement. )

This week we publish extracts of an open
letter sent by Andrzej Gwiadza, a leading
member of Solidarity’s national committee
‘to Lech Walesa. In future issues of Socialist

Challenge we hope to publish other contribu: - |

4 _.tions.to the debates within Solidarity.

| "M writing this open letter

-to you to raise some of the
. most important issues at
stake in Solidarity. - The
Founding Committee for

Free Trade Unions on the’

Baltic Coast was set up
—three years ago on 30
© April.

I’d. - observed - the
methods and - arbitrary
decisions .of -the govern-

~ment, and the weakness of
the workers. The source of
the problem was demon-
strated by the degrading
and paralysing fear which
gripped society.

The aims of the free
trade unions, of which we

" were both members, were
to break this grip of fear,
to gain and defend the
right to develop our ideas
freely, and. -to organise
ourselves to reahse these
aims.

Truth

Their
‘demanded collaboration
between the intelligentsia
and the workers. The for-
mation of KOR (Workers’
-Defence Committee) end-
ed the period of isolation
during which divided pro-

tests —- the students in~

1968 and workers in 1970
~ were doomed to fail, -

In" working for KOR
we saw our chief-respon-
sibility as defending every
single person * against
repression. It was the fun-
damental point -of - our
work. I’ve always been for
telling people the truth.

There were many real
differences between us:
Anna Walentynowicz was
a believer, whereas Bog-
dan Lis wasn’t and he was
in the Communist Party,
and Bogdan Boruszewicz
was in KOR.

Promised

. We talked with every-
one. We never promised
people too much. We told
them they’d achieve that
which they fought for.
,Moreover we told them
that no one can give you
democracy; it lies in the
hands of the people.

Perhaps that’s why the’

people believed us.

reahsatlon' . constant

.pressures leads one to.con-

- symbol

They believed us in the
August strike and that led
to the foundation of
‘Solidarity. How distant
seems the handing out of
leaflets to the masses,
working out
negotiations  with
.government...

Democracy

It’s clear that Solidari-

ty, encompassing many of
the aims and values of the

Free Trade Unions, gives

us a historic opportunity.
But it also symbolises a

movement for moral revo-

lution, which has become

the precondition for any-

possible social change.
Every shadow. cast over
the unions is a painful
blow for every Pole.
Internal democracy is a
necessity for our union.
Antidemocratic infringe-
ments, internal obstacles,
battles and

clude that throughout the
whole union there is
emerging a tendency which
has abandoned our demo-
cratic aims.

If the union fights with
methods  imposed by its
fulltimers then it is bound
to lose. My responsibility
is to speak out about this,
given that my name,
alongside yours Lech, An-
na Walentynowicz’s and
several others, became a
for “those who
fought for a free trade
union “during the - August
strikes.

statutes;
finances, norms, constant
the -

This was an accident.
Our rights aren’t greater
than anyone else’s, but our
responsibilities are. - It’s
our fault that people’s
respect for-a symbol has
been transformed into the
right to contravene demo-
cratic union rules by mak-
ing unilateral decisions.

Let’s explain clearly.
The memorandum of 31
March calling for a post-
ponement of the strike in
practice called it off.

Wise
Without - resurrecting

the whole issue, was this a
wise decision to take given

_ that we were in no way em-
" powered to make such a

decision? When the nego-
tiations with the govern-
ment dragged on we

Workers at the Lenin shiViansk

was called off

How the general strike

ON ‘19 March the military police violently
ejected Solidarity militants from a municipal
building in Bydgoszcz, seriously m/urmg
dozens of people. The national commission
of Solidarity on 23/24 March threatened a
general strike from 31 March unless those
responsible for the Bydgoszcz attack were
punished and other demands of Solidarity -
were met. On 27 March a four hour warning
strike took place. On 30 March after. pro-
tracted negotiations with the government
Gwiazda and Walesa postponed the strike.

should have convened the
union’s national commit-

- tee.

‘Broken

I’m partially responsi-

’ ble for that decision. I was

unable to stop an autc-
cratic decision being taken
without due consultation
with the proper- union
body. If we look honest\l‘):
at the events for whic
we’re responsible Lech,
then we must admit that
the democracy of the

~ union was broKen.

I know that we could
unearth a thousand -and
onereasons for why it hap-
pened. But [ also know
that internal union demo-
cracy is vital. Its guarantee
is complete honesty and an
unfettered flow of infor-
mation.

Its grave is suppression
of criticism and censure of
material written for inter-
nal circulation. Every
union member should ex-
ercise their right to make
criticisms  and equally
abide by the union’s deci-
sions. Union discipline re-
cﬂnres allowing everyone

e right to give their opi-
nion on the issues at stake.

Criticisms
This is the difference

between ourselves and

totalitarian organisations.
I state that criticisms of

the chairperson or vice-
chairperson of the union’s
national ‘committee is a
normal occurrence. Other-
wise the union is run auto-
cratically and the whole
question of deciding ‘on
statutes loses any mean-

ing.

Influence

Certain
have ‘a decisive influence,
but because they aren’t’
controlled or limited by
responsibilities they aren’t
averse to manipulating the
situation. We must say this
out loud so that our union *
doesn’t turn into a blind
alley or, disregard - ‘the
ideals we’ve been ﬁghtmg

- for.

As . the wce-chalr-
person of the - national -
committee I feel responsi- .
ble. This is why I tendered. _
my re51gnat10n on 1 April.
It wasn’t an act of deser-
tion, but was made under
the influence of the na-
tional committee’s deci-"
sions, )

I’ll continue to fulfil -
my functions as long as thé™"
NC recognises this to be
legitimate.

I'll stand down when
the democratic ideals,
in whose name this
union | helped to found,

are betrayed. | awaitthe.. -

same declaration from
you Lech. :

Andrzej Gwiazda

individuals- -




By Bob Pennington

THE campaign to discredit

the forces of law and order

goes on and on. Now the

Riiberals in Southall are com-

' plaining that demonstrators

were knocked around after
the picket of a National Front
meeting that did not happen.

When the picket finished the
demonstrators started to go off
home, but suddenly other police ar-
rived - and arrested six of the

‘demonstrators. This is what has got

the liberals all upset.

‘§. - They do not realise that our =
Jbrave police have to face violence

ay. When you lot go.to the
ory, or the office, the cops have

J to walk into a police station and see

some suspect being kicked around

-the cells.

" There is no way you can breed a

tace of ‘hards’ unless coppers are |
‘trained ‘to to get stuck .in..In -
‘Southall the police had to do ’

'a%""%

X RS

'a%e%""

doing our

"o’ ! o'

training. If the pickets don’t get

stroppy, the police have no alter- -

native but to beat them up and ar-
rest them. Our police have to prac-

tice at doing their job.

Inquest

. Provoking the police on the
picket line is bad enough, but calling

‘them liars in court is another thing.

At the inquest on the Deptford

.. fire; -six young ‘black ‘witnesses,
-“withdrew t
..when thi

statements they made
e were interviewed by the
police. The statements would have
conveniently put all the blame for
the deaths on black people.

Delroy Saunders told the inquest
that Detective Sergeant Cork told
him that he ‘would break his neck if
he did not make a statement’ and

ob, guv

= Disarming the world

‘- ’:‘_ lT’S éncoufaging to read
- that Brian Heron has now
caught up Fenner Brock-

way, who. warned * in

. Deeetnber 1980 of proba-
| ble attempts to substitute
Ez' the,. W : Dfism llcm&neDm

.- progyamme . for 'S
: dzeamnds for unilateralism

20 Xet it still seems to me
- that Heron misrepresents
*(unintentionally, I'm sure)
g gle, Woﬂq Dl,salnnamel nt
ampaign's ‘only policy
- plank — general and com-
plete disarmament of the
- whole world, conventional
.- weapaons-as well as nuclear
- weapans’, He fails to give
a short direct
-+ from-the final document
_ of the UN special session
on disarmament of 1978.
The British representa-
tive joined 148 other na-
| tional representatives in
conmnitting their govern-
‘ment to help ‘mobilise
world public opinion for
meaningfu
and for world disarma-
ment by agreed stages’.

Do Brian Heron and
comrades seriously im-
agine that they are in a
position: to persuade a
~greater number of people
to oppose Cruise missiles
than the number that

political and military con-
sciousness-raising in UN
associations, local peace
campaigns. and many
church congregations
throughout the world?

.. InJapan, for example,

IF civil servants are to
defeat the Tories they
"~ . must mobilise the active
support of the rest of the
- working  class, employed
and unemployed.
Militants in the civil
“service unions should
therefore advance a line
- which - unites the whole
working class in a struggle
- for a general strike to kick
out the Tories.

~ Socialist Challenge has
argued for all-out strike
- action in the dispute, in-
cluding by those running
the computers which pay
out unemployment and
supplementary  benefits.
This would cut across such
unity.

The non-payment of
. benefit ‘would cut across
- such unity.

The non-payment of
benefit would create a
large group of desperate,
. wirtually penniless unem-
-ployed people and their

uotation -

1. disarmament

WDC aims to reach by its-

25 million trade unionists
have apparently signed the
WDC petition. :
_Of course, it is wrong
to approach all conflicts
with a simplistic bleating
for ‘peace’, and the
machine guns and hand
{renades of Third World

iberation fighters are -

likely to be the final items

on any disarmament list,
But Heron seems un-

aware that the West may

‘well be planning to initiate -
a pre-pre-emptive ‘limited’.
nuclear war on the USSR. . -
In this nightmare Heron

considers it a ‘dangerous

blindalley’ to. mobilise a -
‘demtand-for disarmament -
by hundreds of millions so"

insistently that no man, no

nation can withstand it’.

To mobilise public opi-
nion against international
nuclear and conventional
war is not in my opinion, a
‘worse ~ than . useless
strategy’.

It 1s aimed at neutralis-
ing ‘that fatalism which is
part of the poison of Tory
hawkishness’, and at
creating an alternative
ideology which will be
essential to achieve the
first stages of unilateralist
strategy by Britain (and,
we hope, by other coun-
tries- in a process of

unilateralist emulation) —

unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment and unilateral aban-
donment of NATQ and
the EEC.

F H PORTER,
Oxford

‘Don’t cut off dole money

dependents'who would be

dangerously receptive to -

anti-strike and to some ex-
tent anti-union propagan-
da. They would hardly be
likely to join in solidarity
actions. :

There are already divi-
sions between the unem-
ployed and Department of
Health and Social Security
workers, because = the
department operates reac-
tionary  rules

apparent opposition from
the DHSS unions.

Hitting the unemploy-
ed is not the way to win the
strike, Socialist Challenge
seems to have forgotten
that revolutionary social-
ists have to fight for the

‘unions to champion the

demands of all the og-
pressed. Any other strate:
gy leads to defeat.

SANDY McBURNEY,
Castlemilk Claimants’
Union, Glasgow

_against
- claimants without much

e

Wayne Downer said he had- been
told: ‘You’re not going to come out
of this station until you tell us what
we want to know.’

Why these people complain
about this I will never know. ltpthey
said what the police told them to
say, then someone could be blamed
for-the deaths in the fire.

Okay, maybe it would have been
the wrong people, but at least it
would make sure that unsolved
crimes do not litter up the police
records. If it could be ‘proved’ that

- black people started the fire then

those white racists who probably did
throw the fire bomb could be left to
go free-and unharassed so that one
day they can join the police force
and work a beat in South London.
- Another slanderous attack has
been made against our coppers, this.
time in the Finsbury Park area north
London.

A young black woman was
knocked down on a crossing on the
night of 18 April. The professional
protesters are complaining that the
police have done nothing to in-
vestigate this. .

How do the police know she was
knocked down? The fact that she
has two broken legs, a broken hip,
head and face injuries, and was ly-
ing in the road when the ambulance
took her to hospital proves nothing.
The police can’t jump to hasty con- .

. clusions.

Her friend Patrick Pond told the

_ police that a parked car with two

white men inside suddenly speeded .
up and drove right at them when they
were on the crossing. But that is only
what he saw. You cannot spend
public money investigating eye-
witness evidence like that. !

- That is why the police have done
nothing yet to pursue the matter and
although Rhoda is willing: to give
evidence they have not called any -
witnesses. To reassure an over-hasty
and rather excitable public, Scot-
land Yard says it will ‘act as soon as
possible’. :

No
disruptio

5" . by the SWP

A BRIEF comment on
Alasdair Beal’s letter (30

‘By Kathryn Haobson
‘In the interests of the nation
And to beat inflation
You must accept our explanation

" Of the economic situation.

- 1t's the fault of unionisation,
Disputes of demarcation,
And wage negotiation.

So give up the expectation
Of an end to exploitation

-And regard your degradation
As a sort of expiation ;
For the sin of wanting more participation;
ideas above your station!

We have a strong detestation
Of political excitation '

And democratic protestation ,
in the form of peaceful demonstration.
We view with consternation
Left-wing Parliamentary infiltration
And workers’ agitation.

So just accept with resignation -
That our aim is conservation

Of capital concentration.

With industrial modernisation

And manpower rationalisation
We'll continue wealth creation

And profit accumulation.

We'll reduce the population

By preventing immigration,

.Perhaps introduce repatriation.
Then with arms proliferation
And nuclear escalation
We'll provoke a confrontation
Which could end in radiation!

And this process of alienation
Is called simply — Thatcheration.

Tory wet St. John-Stevas in 1950 (top) '
and Geoffrey Howe in 1945

Of police informers and their inventors

YOUR paper is right to defend Socialist Organiser and
Socialist Press against the Workers Revolutionary Par-
ty’s legal action, arid to publish the long list of in-
dividuals and organisations slandered by this vicious
sect. The list, however, omitted one name — that of Gery
Lawless. L

In the summer of 1972, in the course of his work as a
Jjournalist, Gery was given a statement which claimed
responsibility on behalf of a Provisional group in Britain
Jor the first IRA firebombings in London. He publicised
this, and on legal advice went to the police to make a
statement about how he came to obtain the statement.

At this time the Provos in Ireland were reluctant to
admit that they had a group operating in London, and
the exact origins of the statement were not verified by
them. Using this, and building on it a tower of lies, the
WRP newspaper, Workers Press, slandered Lawless
and over a period of some months accused him of being a
police informer and of inventing the statement to witch-

- .

hunt Republicans in Britain. ﬂ

Gery was at this time @ member of the International
Marxist Group and the campaign was also used to try to
discredit that organisation. In the light of subsequent
events Lawless’s story not only seems credible but
reasonable; but of course there has been no retraction by
the WRP.

A feature of the campaign against Lawless was the
skill with which lie, distortion and half-truth were woven
together; these skills were to be niore fully utilised
against Joseph Hansen and George Novak of the
American Socialist Workers Party.

It is important that the working class movement
recognises the ruthlessness with which this organisation
pursues its slanders, and the Lawless case is an important
example of the techniques which they use.

BOB PURDIE,
Belfast

April),  In talking about
the Labour Move-
ment Conference in March
he wrote: ‘Many delegates
were furious at  the
Socialist Workers’ Party
threat to dis: the pro-

. ceedings if it didn’t get its
way.’ He.also implied that
the discussion of -resolu-
. tions at the conference was
a waste of time.

There was no SWP
threat to disrupt the con-
ference. SWP . members
who were delegated to the
conference were there to
make a serious contribu-
tion to the debate. The
})roposal that motions
rom trade union branches
should be put to the con-
ference was put forward
by union delegates, and

- overwhelmingly endorsed
by the 702 delegates.

Certainly, time which
could have been used. to
work out a trade union
strategy for CND was
wasted. I would argue that
this was because time and
again, most notably over
the speaker from . Lee
Jeans, the conference
organisers were out of
touch with the wishes of
the majority of the
delegates.

It was a great pity that
one of the motions passed,
which concentrated on
building CND at work,
could only receive brief
discussion because all the
resolutions -were con-
sidered late in the day.

PETE CANNELL,
Lonon W9

ouT NOW!

Tony Benn for Deputy
badge. Fastest selling
badge in the Labeour
Party — get yours from
Islington Research
Group, c/o PO Box 50,
London N1 2XP. 20p
each {plus M%p .
Jpostage) — bulk rates-
available.”

Saclalipt Crallonge, 14 May 1981 Page 1
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“Women will decide...

the world over

By Tessa van Gelderen

-~ WOMEN in Britain do not have the right to choose
whether to continue a pregnancy. But the defeat of the
anti-abortion Corrie ‘Bill last year was a tremendous
boost to carry that campaign forward, here and in other

‘countries.

Throughout the world
women are continuing the
fight to defend their gains
and to oppose anti-

" abertion laws.

The National Abortion
Campaign has planned a
day of discussion and
entertainment on 16 May
to- mark an mternatronal
~day of action ‘in solidarity

with women around the :

world fighting for the ri
to control their own
tility.’

Just. a glance at the
situation in a number of
countries shows that this
fight still has a long way to
£0.

In the United States a

er-

‘Human Life’ Bill is being.

m

tion which work-after con-
ception — for example the
coil — would be defined as
murder.

A Congressional com-
mittee set up to gather
testimony from doctors
and scientists on when
human life begins was
disrupted by women’s
-groups; part of the mass
support that is growing
against the Bill.

In Ireland all family

_planning- .and-. counselling:
clinics are required to ob- -
tain a-licence under. the

1980 Family Planning Act.

‘The Well-Woman
clinic and the pregnancy
Counselling Centre in
Dublin, - which  refer

committee of at least three

-~ that the new law will not
s affect the practlce of abor- .
+ tion in Holland. 1

.- women for abortion and

- forced sterilisation. oL

" Depo Provera in Africaand

" members of SWAPO)} and

women to Britain for
abortions,  have been in-
timidated by the police.

In Canada therapeutic
abortwns can . only
given on the approval of a

doctors. Most women who
do not live near a big city
find it very difficult to get
an abomon

In Holland the Testric-

tive abortion bill was pass-{.

ed on 28 April by a majori-
ty of just -one vote.
ed on 28 April by a majori-
ty of just one vote. "’

The ' Dutch - abortion
¢ampaign — We Women
Demand — s determined

"The lntarnathnal Dav

="« of Action will highlight a

number of the struggles of

contraception and :against

1.30 Speakers from Bri- K

tain, * ireland, = Holland,
Greece and Spain.

3.00 Isabel, a singer from
Spain, plus sketches.
3.30 Sgeakers on the USA,
Latin America, the use of

Asia, -reproductive_rights
and abuses in Namibia (by

on tho posution of women

Sw Blood of the Condor.
Film about.the . US -Peace

Corps attempt to sterilise |

Bolivian indian women. -
6.30 African dinner, £1.50
plus cabaret.

7.30 International
theatre and dance.

- sent to the Treasurer, Lee Jeans shop
" committee, 45 Brougham St, Greenock, Scot-

. music, | ~

- Socialist Challenge and Revolution
Conference

The fight for socialist
policies in industry

. 27-28 June o
" Entry by ticket only, from. :
PO Box 50, London N1 & -

Socialist Challenge 14 May 1961 Page 12

We Sha” nOt The message fmm' , Lee Jeans,

be moved"

LEE JEANS workers, the Iarge majonty of

- .them women, have now been. occupying

their factory in Greenock, near Glasgow,
since 5 February. Support for the occupa-

" tion continues to grow.

Roprosentatives from most of the major
Scottish trade unions attended a rally at the fac-
tory on 30 Aprll the official closure date.

Strike action has been promised by the
miners’ union in Scotland. At the Fire Brigades
Union conference next week moves will be
made to stop all fire cover for VF propemes. the
owners of Lee Jeans. ‘

Howaever, the leadership of the workers’ own
union — National Union of Tailor and Garment
Workers — is playing a disgraceful role. At its
annual conference a fortnight ago, no proposals
were made for escalating the struggle.

- Instead the delegates from Lee Jeans were
astounded to hear their leadership blame the
workers themselves for frightening off potential

‘buyers for the factory by their militant stand.

Ellen Monaghan, the senior steward at Lees,
says: This is just another way of putting the
blame for the situation here on to the workforce.

I we hadn’t taken the action we:did we’d-all be
out the door by now and there would be no

ohance of saving the jobs.’

" The NUTGW leadership haspfmded Mrthe.

loss of 100,000 jobs in the past ten years. it hasa

" ‘sweetheart’ agreement with the factory owners

to push the blame for this situation on to foreign
workers.

" Its main campaign, hand in hand with the
employers, is to demand the introduction of im-
port controis. The occupation at Greenock is an

"mbarmmt and it wants to prevent other

sit ins.
Up to now the Lee Jeans workers have

- refrained from calling for a boycott of Lee Jeans
_in shops and at the ports. Without the full sup-

port of their union leadership, they will have to

-appeal to rank and file dock workers and trans-

port workers to support them in this.
As well as financial support and messages,

-- militants should call for their union- toboycott -
Lees products. :
- Niessages: of. support and donations-can-be-

stewards

land.

s

By Tessa van Gelderen

IT WAS a good week for Méry and Cathy from the

Lee - Jeans occupation.
workplaces in the London area — where they found

They  toured many

lots of support — and they were the star attraction

Last week started with

a visit to Jacobi and Bratt,

t manufacturer
Cathy Nicoll and Mary
Harley, who had come
down from their occupa-
tion in Greenock,. near
Glasgow, spoke to women
on the shop floor.

As members of the
same union, the National
Union of Tailor. and Gar-
ment Workers, the women
were sympathetic to the
struggle -of Lee- Jeans
workers.

There was a discussion

- --on- how the occupation .
-could bewon, and a collec-

tion was taken.

Buses

Wednesday saw Cathy
Mara; on the trail in

all, West Lon-

don - area.  Chiswick
Works, which maintains
London Transport buses,

- was the first stopping off .

point.
The response of the
shop stewards there and in

Action Works next door .

was to be repeated
throughout the day: .news.
of the: occupation had
reached. the south .which.
was now-begi
redundancies on the same-
scale as the rest of the -

toface..

" atthe Festival for Women’s Rights Against Tory At-
tacks on the weekend.

country..

What - the women at
Lee Jeans were doing was
seen to be the only way to
fightback. They had to be

given  full support from’

trade unionists.

Touch

Everywhere we went,
stewards: and conyenors
would put us in touch with
other workplaces At all
the factories money was
forthcoming from shop
stewards committées and
collections
handed over withpromises
of more cash to follow.

Shop stewards and
convenors were meeting us

sheets _were °

straight out of meetings - :

with '~ management
redundancies.

John Inwood, con-
venor of Trico, where the
workers had won an equat

on

1f)ay dispute after a bitterly- -

t strike in 1975, sum-
up the feelmg that
was prevalent as we toured
around: ‘We’ve accepted
redundancies but now
we’ve told management

“that any more and we’rein’
jchspute So we're grateful -
for what you’re doﬁlg m‘" o
Green k. :

South

‘The rate of redundan-
cies is higher in the south
now than anywhere else
because there is no one left
to make redundant. Peo-
ple are beginning to realise
there’s no jobs to go to

~down here.’

After visits to EMI,
Fords Langley (where
management threw us off

" - the site) and Fidelity, the

~day -ended. with .a £100

donation from a Post Of-

. fice Engineering Union .

branch — London North
Central Internal — and
£40 from Ealing Trades
Council. )

Site
_ A visit on Thursday to
a Kyle Stewart building

site at County Hall was not
s0 - successful . the

" -workers there were on
half-day strike in memory

Cathy Robertson, from Lee Jeans, speaking to the

People’s March in Stockport

f Bobby Sands'
Prida :

Barner s1te ‘ Cathy _and
Mary ‘spoke at a stewards

' meetmg and were told that

The stewards collected

‘ £50 among themselves and

ey will. be .organising a
gate Collection from ‘the

400 workers onsite this

Thursday. .. Mary - and

Cathy also met women»

Then it was over to
Hackney in East London
to meet Mrcky Boulter,

Photo: PETE GRANT ‘(Soc_lv'qlist Challenge)

Lee Jeans worke'
Mary Harley and
Cathy Nicoll with -
Trico convenor.:
Inwood, who told
-them: ‘We've .
accepted redu

cies but now v

convenor of Brmsh

tion to stop the i

‘of goods, through. "

docks and so on. -
His uniomn, "~ ~

transport workers,

-ing- mrcats tas

l(\:’l;cll:ymtoldh Mary "
thy att eyshqulﬁ

downta b

" threatened-

and tell themn to fol
example of Lee Jeans
sn m :




told management
“that any more and
we're-in dispute. So

" we're grateful for

what you're doing in
‘Greenock.’

~ ' Right: in the Lee
Jeans occupation.

~ It had been -an ex-
hausting week for the two
‘Lee Jeans women but they
considered that the tour,
which was organised by
/Socialist Challenge, had
been. very successful.
Everywhere they had
..visited, workplaces. were
“organising for when the
_People’s March for Jobs
hits London.

Mary and Cathy want
to be part of the Lee Jeans
delegation that will lead

“'the march on the last leg of

‘. jts -journey. Lee Jeans

.-workers will be heading

. that march because they

lead the way in the fight
r jobs. -

| Women must fight the Tories

By Terry Matthews

The fight for jobs was one of the most impor-
tant issues raised at the Festival for Women's
Rights Against Tory Attacks. Cathy. Nicol
received the longest and loudest applause
when she spoke of the fight of the workers at
Lee Jeans to save their jobs.

Thé rally at the end of -

the day was the grande

finale of what had been a

festival and celebration of

-women struggling for their

rights-on every level.
Workshops on organi-
sing in the trade unions
and the Labour Party; on
racism and imperialism;
cuts in the welfare state;
on _ violence against
women; on sex roles and
sexuality, took  place
alongside exhibitions,
stalls, theatre and music.
It was hectic and

crowded at times — 2,500
people attended the festi-

val, the vast majority of

them women — and there
was almost too much to
take in. ’

The need for women to
organise a fightback
against Tory attacks which
particularly affect women,
was the dominant theme.

As Judy Watson, one
of the Festival’s organis-
ers, told the rally, women
were now 40 per cent of
the workforce but their

wages were- only 72 per

cent of men’s.

The fight for women’s
jobs, she argued, ‘is fun-
damental to the fight
against sexual divisions in
society.

‘Some people might
accuse us of wanting jobs
for women at the expense

of men, but the fight for’

women’s jobs is a vital
part of the general fight
against unemployment.’

The rally ended with a -

call for the TUC and the
Labour Party to organise a
demonstration for ~ a
woman’s right to work..
The festival was an ex-
perience not.to be missed.
It showed what women or-
ganised together could
achieve; that our strength

lies in such organisation,

and taking that into the
labour movement as a

whole.
It gave many women
an understanding:that our

- own concerns are not iso-

lated from the fightback
against the Toriés‘and the

attacks on women whose .y

choice to work, to have
children and so on are
gragiually being éroded.

Perhaps-the .day can
best be summed up in the
words of Elsie Broad, one -
of the strikers from Royal -
Pride in Salford, who has
been on strike for eleven
weeks for union recogni-
tion:

‘When I went on the
People’s March, ’ she said,
‘I went on for Royal Pride
and I didn’t think about
women’s rights. But now

I’m definitely there fight-

ing for women’s rights.’
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Toni Gorton

JCOTTISH organisers of the Campaign for Nuclear

sarmament are continuing to build support for
heir annual march from the Polaris submarine base
it Faslane to Glasgow despite the three-month ban
posed by Strathclyde police. ,

Fifty thousand people on
march will be a loud
pclaration to Thatcher and her
mng that their attempts to get
plitical protest off the streets
pn’t be tolerated.

" In London CND announc-
g on 5 May that it is taking ac-
pn in the High Court arguing
at the current blanket ban on
arches in London is illegal.

CND point out that in the
st two months seven CND
arches had been caught by
ns on marches in London,

.eeds and Strathclyde. o

‘We appreciate the problem
hich faces ‘the police,” says
gce Kent, CND general

pcretary. ‘But we think they
being unreasonable in ask-

g for the banning of all mar-

hes instead of those which ac-
ally are provocative and like-

y to cause violence.

. ‘CND marches are peace-

Jal,” he adds.”“We depend on
arches to bring to the atten-
ion of -the public, the media

d parliament, the growing
joncern. aboyt, massing  of
BCIC weapofis: o : i
~*We"think the government
puld .pan_thejfomb - not the

~ Harriet Hdtfhan, legal of-
cer of the Natiorial Council
or Civil Liberties, who will be
cting as CND’s solicitor, says:

‘The - Public. Order Act was
enacted to .deal with public
order problems, yet bans are
being used to prohibit entirely
peaceful marches.

“The police and the Home
Secretary have the power to

‘ban just those marches which

cause serious public disorder
and leave peaceful marchers
free.’

. “‘The Home Secretary has
now stated that he accepts that
the Public Order Act allows
selective and limited bans.

‘Never before has there .
been such a High Court action. -
It is based on the London ban
but will have implications for
Scotland as well.’

Streets

Patricia Hewitt, showed
that between 1950 and 1980
bans had been used nine times,
while already in 1981, eight
bans had been imposed for
periods of up to three months.
 “There is a growing feeling
among politicians that politics
should < be - restricted to the

" ballot box and writing letters to

MPs and the newspapers’, she |

said:
2~ “CND wouldn’t be able to

furiction unless it was ableto go ..

onto the streets  with . its

message. )
‘The goverment is seeking

London May Day march 1981 — will police let it happen in 82

wider powers to control
political activity and it believes
that public reaction will be dull-
ed by a succession of bans.

‘This is a major case, we in-
tend to defend and restore the
right -of assembly and we’re
delighted to represent CND in
this case.” :

ot published

By Tony Goss

1S noble attempt at revita-
Mising Shelley among the ‘left’ is
the result of Paul Foot’s per-
sonal preoccupation with the
poet for the last few years.

Foot admits to his feelings
igowards the subject in his in-
troduction, and the impression
hat he is totally immersed in
the topic pervades the whole of
Red Shelley.

In direct contradiction to all
that our enlightened eductional

lestablishments would have us -

ibelieve, the author contends
that Shelley was far from being
a romantic. In fact he was a
revolutionary, a pre-socialist

though Foot is quick to-

imake the distinction between
pwhat he describes as ‘levellism’
band socialism). The distinction
s necessary.

Shelley lived . through
-almost the exact period covered
i EP Thompson’s marvellous
bwork, The Making Of The
English Working Class, the era

of the Industrial Revolution
hich brought capitalism into
 the world.

JAtheist

He could not, therefore,
have been a scientific socialist

L3

tand his life-long contradictory -

wiews on reform versus revolu-

tion reflect this historical con- -

Nevertheless, Foot’s evid-
ence to refute the standard view
of Shelley as merely a romantic
idealist is strong, based as it is
jon the poet’s own work. -

Foot is at pains to shaw that
Shelley was an atheist (for
which crime he was expelled
from Oxford), a republican and
a feminist. In all three he was
consistent — to the extent that
all- his most revolutionary
characters are women atheists
who fought church, state and
monarch.

He also attempts to explain -

Shelley’s contradictory 1deas
on reform and revolution. It is

here, perhaps, that we find the -

- book’s greatest failing.

Probably due to his per-
sonal esteem for Shelley, Paul
Foot tries to prove that there'
was no- real contradiction.

Lacking

Shelley either kow-towed
for the sake of being published,
or was so ostracised by society
that a tendency towards refor-
mism was bound to occur. This
is a very simplistic explanation
and one is left feeling that
something is lacking. @

The book is best when Foot
is either using Shelley’s own
words to:confound those who
would claim him as a ‘roman-
tic’, or, as in the last section, he
is looking at the effect of
‘Shelley’s work on the socialist

- movement since his ddath.
= " Red Shelley is probably the
best book on Shelley yet
published. - For “anyone -who
wishes to gain -some under-
standing of the power of
literature in building towards
socialism ‘— this is essential

o T S P e
e R %
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reading,
As Foot put it: ‘If that

. poetry can inspire (hundreds of
thousands of people) to. write
and talk with a new energy, a
new confidence and a new

Under Review

An application for a hear-

ing in the High Court will be ~

magle this week, and if the hear-
ing is granted then all bans will
become null and void.

The focus of the ¢ase is the
Young: CND °‘Schools against
the Bomb’ march which has
been caught twice by the bans,
planned for 17 May in London.

"Bruce Kent points out how

‘frustrated- people were becom- -.

ing with printing leaflets, book- -
ing coaches and trains and hav-
ing to cancel -again and again.
‘the expense is enormous
especially for people who don’t
have much money anyway.’

'Asked whether CND would

defy the ban'he said that ‘CND

was not willing to consider il-
legal action until after the case
was won or lost in the courts.’ -

Despite_ this “cautious- and ‘
possibly disastrous approach-

CND is the 'only organisation
ouside the Labour

sufficient numbers to  sue-

cessfully defy the bans on the:

streets. :

Selective

_ arty and-
the TUC that could bring out

The NCCL and CND are -~

not challenging the use of selec-

tive bans; they do not say for
instance that each provocative

could be prosecuted under the
Race Relations Act. Certainly

“action by the National Front

they don’t call for the labour

~ and black movements to con-'
front the NF on the streets,

' Can anyone believe that. .

ding the rights of movements.

central plank of her platform?

“Thatcher will ban the activities - -
- of the right-wing while defen-:

" like CND who are opposed ta d- :

The fact that one of..the .

earliest selective bans in 1961

was against .the-Committee of -
100 is an indication of whom . -

bans, whether selective or
bianket, are used against. .

We must continue 10 argue
against all bans and to build for
a really big demonstration in
Scotland on 6-7 June. " -

Ask vour labour movement
bodies to defend the right to
demonstrate by contributing to the

legal costs of the"High Court Ac- -

tion. Send donations to CND:
Marches Appeal, 11 Goodwin
Street, London N4. N

.
:-.;\

.
X3

splendour, then there is no tell-
ing what might happen.’

- Red Shelley - by Paul - Fool.
Sidgwick and - Jackson,. £5.95.
Available at the Other Bookshop
328 Upper St, London NI. -

By Judith Arkwright

TESS is a film worth seeing despite the romantic and . '
sensationalist trailers. Polanski's film version of

Thomas Hardy’s novel is truae to the spirit of the book
even if overglamorised and slick. SRR o
tionship. Angel declares that -

It portrays a young woman

living in a farming community

. in the 1880s. This was a time
when agriculture was rapidly
becoming mechanised and
taken into the hands of a few
‘wealthy landlords, often with
devastating effects on the com-
munity.

The tragedy of Tess is that
she comes from the old world
but she-is part of the new, and
Hardy uses her situation to ex-
pose the hypocrisy and har-
shness of the new society.

Hardy was a socialist.
Without - romanticising rural
life he was critical of the effects
of industrialisation on human
life and the money-centred
values of the new capitalism.

Harshness

In this story, Tess’s family
is uprooted and has to camp in
the town, Her father dies of
drink due to.the harshness of
life and the machinery in-
troduced into the farms is-so
“noisy . that -the workers can’t
speak .to one another.

Tess faces a choice between
‘Alec D’Urberville, who offers
her money and material com-
fort in exchange for sexual ser-
vices, and Angel Clare, whom
she loves. R

When Tess marries Angel
she admits to her previous rela-

she is not the innocent gifl he
married and abandons her.

The two men in the film il- -

luminate the two roles that
women are obliged to play —
on the one hand the whore, and
on the other the innocent wife
whose sexual services -are for
the exclusive use of the hus-
band. The conflict between
them tears Tess apart. :
Like a lot of women, she
blames herself and her destiny:
‘I was born bad, I have lived

- bad and I shall die bad.’

Rebellion

Her fatalism was part of the
old way of life, but in the new

‘world there is also a strong~ '}

sense of an all-pervading power
— that of

machines and-

money, which individuals can . -

neither fight nor avoid,

Capitalism was there to stay .. ,,j
and everyorie was forced to . 4

adapt.

But, - alongside  Tess’s

fatalism and passivity .are the . =

sparks of rebellion against h
treatment by men. o

Hardy’s writing
great scandal in its day. Tess of

the D’Urbevilles was labelled as

‘disagreeable, ridiculous and

affected’, but it was a tragic ex-.

posure .of the new - capitalist

values and the institution of:

marriage.

caused




" repondent,
~reported that he ‘appeared

‘WE have been tortured for

the past three months,” said-

one-20-year-old defendant as
a mass trial of Kurdish
militants opened in Dlyar-
bakir, Turkey on 13 April.~
Washington Post
Metin, Munir,

barely able to stand’.
“The Turkish military prosecutors

are demanding death sentences for

97 of the 447 defendants who are ac-
cused of trying to. ‘annexe’ the

-south-east region of Turkey, where

at least 8m Kurds live.
The chances of their being found

not guilty can be gauged by the con-
viction last month of former

_minister of ‘public works Serahittin

Elci, who was sentenced to2% years

cor-

imprisonment for ‘secessionism’ on
the basis of such statements as‘t am
a Kurd. There are Kurds in Turkey.’ '

Kurds make up about one-fifth of -

the “ population of Turkey. The
trampling of their . national and

- “democratic rights has bean too long

ignored by the governments of both
East and West.

The Kurdish. nation comprises
part of Turkey, Syria, USSR, Iraq
and Iran, and any struggle for its re-
establishment seriously disrupts the
balance of power: in the Middle East.

The Turkish working class is fac-
ing the fiercest ever. attack on .its
organisations and leaders. Since the
military coup last September, all in-
dependent trade union activity has
been suppressed by the junta, and
there are 60,000 political prisoners.
The focus of this repression is
another trial — of the entire leader-
shlp of the radlcal trade union

federatlon DISK.

This week the Council of Europe
. meeting  in Strasbur%_ will debate
- whether to  expel

urkey from
membership. The country is under

. the heel of a vicious dictatorship

which dissolved parliament and all
yolitical parties on seizing ower.
ut that doesn’t mean expulsion is

" certain.

As a recent press statement on
the sale of fighter planes to Turkey
by the Reagan administration noted:

‘US military officials reglard Turkey
as an “indispensable ally on the
southern flank of the Atlantic
alliance, particularly with- growing
msteblllty in the Persian ' Gulf
region.” -

In Britain, the Turkey Solidarity

Campaign has just produced “an .

80-page dossier on' the junta -in
Turkey, and will provide information
and speakers. It can be contacted at

-BM Box 5965, London WC1N.

"

Pergamon strlkers need

print backing

By Carol Russell, Pergamon strlker

OXFORD Labour Party has given lts support ‘
to.the strike by journalists at Pergamon Press,
" which is now in its 11th week.

controlled
Dagenham.

Labour council suspends
teachers

.SIX teachers are threatened with suspension
‘from their-jobs for taking official union ac- -
‘tion. They are employed by the Labour-
borough - of

Barklng and

- socialist,

", dicates a
anger, and frustration of the -

. This might not seem ex-
¢eptional, but this particular
Labour Party is not in the

habit of su [p orting anything

that resembles industrial ac-
tion, and among the local ar-

ty executives is Robert"

well, the former Labour MP
and boss of Pergamon.

As a _self-proclaimed

whose company
.. made - :£6m profit -in 1980, -
" .Maxwell precipitated the

strike by refusing to make an

"~ agreement with the NUJ for -

the past three years, and then

..~ sackéd the strikers, who are
~ officially supported by their

union.

Support from  print
workers is vital to the success
of our action, but it is an
uphill battle to secure it.

NGA members who sup-

ort the strike forced the :

olding of a chapel meeting to " |
discuss taking boycott action,
but strikers- were excluded

from the * meeting, which
voted against, the action.

We have visited print-
workers in Fleet Street and
elsewhere to gain support, but
the NGA leaders — who have
been sanctioning redundan-

- cies around ‘the country —

have given no. meaningful
‘backing.

The journalists’ union is

now having formal talks with

the NGA over a merger. Ac-
tivists in the two unions need
to promote solidarity as an
essential ingredient of a
fighting union, otherwise the
merger will be nothing more
than a marriage of bureau-
cracies.

The six are NUT members
at Dagenham ‘- Priory: com-
‘prehensive. school.

to take classes previously

taught by another feacher, -

who left without being replac-

ed. They are supported by the -

NUT’s national acuon com-
mittee.

The employers response
has been to treat tlie matter as
a disciplinary _case against
‘disobedient’ teachers.

The case has serious local
and national implications.
Locally, this council is also
threatening to sack up to 60
teachers. The union is prepar-
ing to respond with strike ac-
tion

) Natlonally the ‘Dagenham
6’ are the focus for a crucial
test of the NUT’s ability to de-
fend its own members. The

ince 27
April they have been refusing -

employers cannot. be allowed ,

to dictate union strategy on

-fighting the cuts.

The nextstep in the case is

“ra school governors’ meeting -

on 19 May, which will decide

‘whether "to - suspend:. “the
- teachers.
committee has indicated that
.t will back a strike if ‘the =~

The ‘N action

suspensions go ahead.

Barking NUT. has called .

for amass lobby.of the gover-
nors’ meeting at 6 45pm next’
Tuesday.

- Messagas of support

to: Ken Jones, Secretary,
Barking NUT, Barking Ab-
bey School, Sandringham
Rd, Barking, Essex.

Messages of condemna-

tion to: Clir S Cole, Chair-
person, Education Cttee,
Town Hall, Barking, Essex.

Leyland
~workers

resist.
speed ups

By Geoff Morris -

/" LAST Thursday 1600
“workers at the giant

BL Longbridge plant
voted decisively to

‘take strike action,

despite calls from the
plant convenor Jack
Adams to go back to
work.

The dispute arose from

"the increased levels of produc-

tion “of - the Mini Metro
‘demanded by management.
the track speed went up from
25 1o 31.5 cars an hour at the

“beginning of last week, with

only minor additions to the

~ labour on the tracks.

The unions took a weak-
kneed position from the start,
even agreeing to lift an over-
time ban in addition to the in-
creases in productivity.

- It was the disciplining of
two sets of workers for taking

- too long to complete the extra

work that led to the vote for
strike action. However, 1he
problems  of
leadership remains.

The fact that the strike
took place despite the call to
work from the joint shop
stewards works committee in-
deepening af the

workforce at Levland and
their willingness to take ac-
tion to defend their’ condi-
tions of work,

This is what union leaders
and militants should  be
building on to revive belief in

- -the ability of the:unions to win

major .. . congessions * . from

management.

the union’s:

Fights Benn instead of the bosses

NURIleaderon wrong track

SIDNEY Weighell,
general secretary of
the National Union of
Railwaymen, is - at-
tracting a lot of
media attention for
his campaign against
Tony Benns bid to
become - deputy
leader of the Labour
Party.

But many NUR members
wish that instead of devoting

. mouthpiece for

G

his energy to  acting as a
Labour’s
right wing, Weighell would
concentrate. his _efforts on
pressing - the union’s wage
claim.

The . claim is for a

‘substantial- increase’, what-
ever that means. British Rail

has offered 7 per cent, and

London Transport 6 per cent.

Instead of mol:nhsmg

union members against these :
“insulting offers,

leadership has agreed that it

_-should go to arbitration.

the union -

South
Wales
workers
celebrate

May Day

By Helen'

" -Slyomovics, Cardrff
“North Constltueney

Labour Party
THE TRADITIONAL cele-

.- bration- of May Day by
~workers was combined with

another tradition in- South
Wales — fighting unemploy-
ment. last - Friday, Will
Paynter, former president of
the South Wales National
Union of Miners and Emlyn
Williams, the present presi-
dent were among the speakers
on ‘Unemployment in Wales

*in the thirties-and eighties’, at

a meeting held jointly by

. Maerdy lodge of the NUM

and Llafur, the society for the
study of Welsh history.

Banner

Will ‘Paynter urged sup-
ort for the Peoples March
or. Jobs, while = Emlyn
. Williams said .that the miners’
strike of last February had

‘had the potential of develop-

ing into a‘general strike .to
kick out the Tories.

Declared Emlyn, ‘We will .
fight over closures and take to

the streets. to see that this

government never returns’.
To reinforce the miners’

- determination to fight - the

Tories, Ivor England,
secretary of Maerdy lodge,
presented a new lodge banner
toreplace the one destroyed in
scuffles with the police during
a picket of Margaret That-
cher’s visit to Swansea in July
1980 )
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BOC
workers

fight
closures

"THREATENED with .
_job losses and clo-

sures, British Oxygen
workers are working
to rule. Forty deports
unanimously voted
last week to take this

-action.

The north, east, and west
regions are already implemen-
ting the decision, although in
the south only Hackney,
Letchworth and Southamp-
ton are working to rule. ’

Workers at a number of

" depots-are refusing to supply

gases .to those areas not sup-

- porting the industrial action.

Management has respond-
ed by sending home all those
who wark at the plants in

" Bristol, - Bilston, Southamp-
Cton, ~and Polmadie in
- Scotland.

At issue - are threatened

_closures in Crewe, Edinburgh

and Cardiff. Rumours are rife
that other plants may be shut
down.

The fight against redun-
dancies comes at a time when
BOC workers are putting in a
claim for a minimum £25 a
week - wage -Increase. They
are ‘also demanding longer
holidays, a better shift .
allowance, and a reduction in
the working week.

UNEMPLOYMENT

A 35 HOURWEEK
NOW'!

BY PAT RICKEY

UNEMPLOYMENT: a 35
hour week now! New
Socialist Challenge pam-

- phlet by Pat Hickey. Only"

20p. Order from Birming-
ham’s Other Bookshop,
137 Digbeth, Blrmmgham
B5 6DR. .

Badge 2

Black/white

Badge 1

Black/white/red

Have you ordered your
badges to greet-
the People’s March

® individual badges (fewer than 20) cost 20p
each plus 11v:p post

@ bulk orders (over 20) cost 14p each, post free
any combination

@ orders over 1000 special raies and colour
combinations can be negotiated.

Cheque/postal order to be sent with order. Made

- payable to Hackney Book Group ¢/0 PO Box 50
London N1 2XP. Allow 10 days for delivery or 3
weeks if order is 1000 or more.

Name ......cooovvvviiiiiiiiiiii i
AdAress ........ceeiiivvieeeiieinieeeenrniiineens
Orgamsanon (ifany) ...cooeveieinnniiiiiiannnns
Badge 1: Quantlty .....
Badge 2: Quantity

Total ..... Payment enclosed .....

“from his job,

No dole money for

Anwar Ditta’s family.

THERE IS no sign of any end to Anwar's
problems. Her husband, Shula. sacked
is not receiving - any
unemployment pay..

His ex-employer claims that in going
to Pakistan for the children he resigned

~ his job.

Shuja -insists that he requested un-
paid leave for four weeks. The DHSS has
chosen to accept the employer’'s word.

Support messages and donations can be sent to
Anwar Ditta Defence Committee at 127 Crawford
St, Rochdale Lancs. Or ring Rochdale 39832.
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= ,:,By Peter Perkms "
. ! VTHE Civil. and. Publlc Sgrwces Assocmtlon»

¥ an au-ou‘t five day ‘strike’ by civul servants in
_ pursunt of thelr 15 per cent wage clalm. _

‘The CPSA, . with

.. almost 450; GOOmembers is"

. ‘overwhel the largest
of the cn?n;mg!y sgrvice ‘unions,
which represent in all some
'500,000° members. -The
proposal from the CPSA

‘ -j Bv Paul Lawson

_,Hlf

OPENING

" FOR

 FRENCH
WORKING
CLASS

" 'THE .CLEAR-CUT victory for Francons Mit-
" terand in last Sunday's second round of the .

" French presidential elections opens up a huge
. opportunity for the French workers.

Mitterand cannot carry
through the Socialist Par-
ty’s‘programme of limited

~social . change without a
‘majority in the Assembly.

Mitterand ~ will . now
dissolve the assembly and

declare a general election -

to be held in the next few

“weeks. The struggle is on
. to . elect a  Communist
~ Party-Socialist
© government.

During - the
leading up ‘to the general
election, the Communist
‘Party w1ll continue  its
campaign- for the max-
1mum number of ministers
in the government.- The
Communists
rightly — that they have
 been a significant force in

the election of Mitterand.

“An SP.-CP government °

implies the right of the

. Communist Party to have

ministers — and to share
. the responsibility for im-
- plementing a programme
which in all essentials is the
same_ as their own. The
Socialists . on -the other.
hand will attempt to mini-

mise Communist presence |

in the government.

The enormity of what
has hagpened should not
be underestimated.
Communist . Party-
Socialist Party govern-
ment comes to power, it
will signal not just an
upheaval in France, but a
change in the politics of
the whole of Europe.

Mitterand’s victory is

Party

period .

argue = —’

If a

gramme

undoubtedly a response to
the - deepening crisis of
French capitalism — just
as in Britain, recession and
unemploymem is the order
of the- day.  The workers
are being forced to pay for
the bosses’ crisis.

The election of Mitter-
and — and even more the
election of an SP-CP ma-
jority in_the assembly —
will create the expectation
amongst the whole French
working class of decisive
steps towards socialism. It
is inevitable that such ex-

ations will be trans-.

ated into a massive
workers’ mobilisation to
gam their demands,

‘But a left wing majori-

'ty will create panic in rul-
ing class circles.. It is.

significant ~ that -French
customs officers were on

: Sunday night given special
- instructions to be vigilant

in preventin f the export of
capital and other valu-
ables. But in the end, the
flight of capital cannot be
prevented by customs of-
ficers!
Faced with even a limi-

- ted programme of nation-

alisations, the proposal to
nationalise the banks, a
wealth tax and higher taxes
on ‘dividends, a_left-wing
government can expect a
furious = campaign  of
sabotage from the bosses.

Mitterand’s - problem
will be this. His pro-
gramme, despite its radical
measures, is not a.pro-
which _ breaks

‘mobilisation of

decmvely -with capxtallsm
It is not a programme

-which is capable of over-

coming the resistance of

the bosses: — only . the

. the

workers can do that.
Neither the Socialist

Party nor the Communist

Party — despite demago- -

gic threats from Marchais

— have a programme

- which will take the power,

economic and political,
out of the hands of the

" bosses.

The question is: will
Mitterand . become the
French Allende? Allende ”
in Chile was ~precisely
crushed between the sabo-
tage of the bourgeoisie and
the mass struggle of the
working class. A strategy
for victory must involve
using the struggle and
vigilance of the masses to
crush the bourgeoisie.

For a year now the
LCR has been waging a
campaign for ‘unity in the -
struggle’. This campaign
must now be turned to a
struggle to impose the
workers demands on a
government which claims
to speak in their name.

The - French workers -

face an historic opportuni-
ty for socialism; only the
revolutionaries can lead
this struggle through to its
conclusion,

conference for an a}l-ou't
five day strike will be.

 discussed- at a meeting:
“ the_civil servnce umogs on:

action to short term *guer:
rilla’ action at- airports, :
computer. = centres -and
.other important govern--
ment installations. < -~

“called for indefinite stop_

pages at all ports, airports
and the passport office ¥
prior-to the five day strike. §
The civil servants’ vote'
represents a growing. bit-
terness and frustration at-
the lack of. government'}
response to their demand-
for 15 per cent. The Tories
have refused to negotlate;z
giving a ‘take it or leave it’ |
answer to the cml ser-
vants’ claim, offering- a
paltry 7 per cent.
Civil servants have
been particularly - infuri-.
ated over the ~govern- .

ment’s announcement that .§. - :

an 11 per cent pay award is -
being made to t e armed
forces.

But the. traditio lly
moderate _leadership:
the civil servants’ u
have been extremely reluc:
tant to call all-out acti

The debate at. the
CPSA . conference - last:
Tuesday was extremely
heated. The tight wing ex
ecutive made a determmzd
attempt to  prevent ﬁn
resolution -~ from - going
through.

There was uproar when:
executive member Marion
Chambers challeniged any-
body  who thought they
had the support of their -
members for all out strike:
action to come to the
rostrum.

Immediately - more
than 100 delegates rushgeg
forward as  Chambers
demagogy blew up m
face.

' ‘ -

‘But there is now a very
real problem facing the
civil servants — what to do
next if the five day strike
doesn’t work. It'looks in-:
creasingly as if only an all-
out - indefinite national _
stoppage will win civil ser- .
vants’ demands. N 5
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