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Members of the Communist
Party of Great Britain — at
least those who are sclive —
have two imporiant events this
maonth. They will be celebrating
the Soviet ‘THamond Jubilee’
— how else can one capiure the
Mavour of Moscow's festiv-
ities? — and participating in the
15th Congress of their own
Party.

The huge ecolumns of marchers
crossmg  Red Sguare on the 6th
anniversary of the Russian revolstion
will probably be bigger than ever, And
ihe party leadership will be exioliing
the unbreakable monolithic vty of
i mighty zoviet state, as the muasoes
pay homage io gEnt-sees ko ol
Lenin.

I'hig portrait of soviel monotithiam &
d thing of the past in the CPGHE. Even
the legacy of Lenin is becoming a poind
of controversy in the Brish pary.
Mew gods are climbing into the pary
pantheon. A large number of party
members afe trying o exorcise ihe
embalmed body ‘of Lenin — by
embalming Ciramscl as an aliernative.

BREZHNEV

From the opposite quarters of the
party, the neo-Staliniss are brandish-
ing touched-up pictures of Brezhmey,
The middie-of-the-roaders come forth
with portraits of Dimitroy - as &
unifying figure, And the brash young
ideoiogues on the right of the Party are
busy painting & portrait which bears an
unmistakeable likeness 1o Kautsky,

In these circumstances oven  Lhe
anniversary celebrationt are becoming
a symbol of division within the CPGR,
Many members must feel & iwinge of
nausem when they realise that the
demonpstrators in Moscow are unahble
to read @ trulliful account of the eveni
they are celehrating. They are demisd
even a hall-way accurate history of the
Bolshewik Party: just last month the
Soviel authoritics apain informed us
thut  the Bolshevik who led  the
revolution in Moscow Mikodai
Bukharin — was nightly shol ps a
mad-dog imperialist agent,

FALSIFICATION

Ciiher members of the Hritish parcy
will be similacly sickensd as - they
realise that their wam  leaders are
paying homage to 1917 while, -at the
wame  cime,  they  have  completely
repudizted the lessons of October. Far
fmernbers who  retiin the  Corober
Revolution 8 their special hisporical
poisession, the grestest irony s tha
those whio reject Salinis falsification
ahoul the  Bolsheviks and the: revolu-
tivn, and adhere 10 the revolution’s
Basie mezgaEe — soviel pehwer — arg
oulgide the CPGR s ranks aluweether,
These people are in the Fourth
International and in other  organi-
saliong of the revolutisnary lefl.
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The British Communist
n Crisis —

The Party’s
Fortunes in Decline

Such  dismmal  thoughts aboul  the
Diamond Jubilee nre w foretaste of a
gloomy Congress. This has been a bad
year for the Commumist Party, The
pary's fortunes have continoed 1o
declime. An internal crisis has cmerped
— marked by Factionalism, breaches
of discipline, and a splt.

MEMEERSHIP DOWN

Sid French, leader of the break-nway
Mew Communist  Party  of  Stalinist
old-timers,  estimates that paid-up
membership of the CFGE has sunk 10
120, Mo more than baelf are
regulary active, according oo French
Morming Sier seles continue to shomp
with a loss of 240X daily copiss this
vear, Editor Tony Chater puts the
paper's expected deficic ar £187, 008

The Young Communisi Lespgpee 18
little more than shadow of s Toroser
self, Jimmy Meid, John Tocher and
other important leaders have left the
party  recently, The electoral  per-
formance of the CP has been chiking:
I8 candidates polled 30,089 wores o
the 195% peperal clection, Bul in the
tast election, 20 candidates could only
redal 17,426 voles

O, course all is not. woe [ the
fortunes of the Communist Pamy.
Arnicles o Cemmens; the  pariy's
foetnightly discussion belletin, “have
reporied the largest number of CP
delegares to the TU this vear; the
slection of three CP members on the
TUC Creneral Cowneil, and. of Joe
Whelain 1o the position of - general
wecriaty in the Wortingham area of the
mumersT Wik,

Hut the influence of the CPCIE at the
hawe of the upions hes oever boeen

weaker, The “siop-po' policy pursued
— hased on a ‘waiting for the lefis”
strafeey — has thrown the Broad Lefl
formations in the unions into deep
crizis, Similar problems have met the
parly in the student field. The chal-
lerige of the revolutionary groups has
teenn warded off only throogh an
alliance with the Fedesation of Con-
servative Students,

It is true thit the parly has made
inpoTtant pains amengst nielleetuals,
To the lasiing shame of the rovolo-
tionary lefr, the CP has been able 1o
present a face of theoretical debate, in
~onrast 1o the econosnism of most of
the farlefe. & layer of women from the
women's  liberation movensent  has
been attracted e this face of the CP.
But the new Drraft o be adopred at the
Congress has made clear  just  how
irrelevamt the party treats the wiews of
these women, Thise new recntits have
provided linle more than a theorstical
fig leal to the reformist thrust of the
Drraii,

LARGER VOTES

The ugns of decline in the parly
appear under conditions where mem-
hers  were led to expect cpiite The
reverse, The supposed  wllie: of ihe
party from the 1980s — Labour and
grade union 1efts like Food,  Scanlon
and Jones — pot theéir hands on strong
levers of political power with Labour's
election in 1974, The global policies of
{he Sovier leadership for  peaceful
cisexiarcnce gnd o European Secunry
Conference have born fruit in Helsinki
and  Belgarde. The world  capitalist
gvklermn s in crisis — offering the CP a
chunce to make comparizons with the

life of 1the masses in Easiern Edrope
and the USSK, Swrely these are the
kinds of things that the Pary [eader-
ship has been saying for years would
tead 1o greal advances for the CPGB.

Yol the CPGB has continued (o
decline — and the [lar lefi  |has
continued 1o grow, Small groaps like
the Interoationzl Marxist Group o get
miuch lareer vores thai the CP in local
clections and by-elections. The Socal-
ist Workers Pariy and other tevol-
utigmary forces play a leading role in
thie anti-fascist movement, and wre i
lest s evident as the CP in the
Cirepwick dispure.

CAPACITY TO MOBILISE

In Souihern African sofidarity work
and in other intermational campaigns
— the far left has proven its almest
zoual capacily 1o mobilise. And even
in  the wadusirial o feld- there are
increasing doubrs about the coherence
of the party's forces in 4 number ol
pnions. The teos of thousands of
workers who have cast their veles Too
uring candidates with policies Lo the
lefi of the CF presenl o prowiog
challenge the traditional held of the
party in industry.

PFarry members have begun to ask
brutal questions, Why does the end of
the Cold War and the onset of a deep
capitalist erisis ind the party plunging
inre Further decline? Why 15 it thai
after CP militanis plaved a leading role
in almost every single one of the
grent struggles of the lae 60s and carly
T, the polictes pursued have broughi
no overall pgains whatsoever! Why
have the characters on the Labour |eft

promoted by che parly Tor vears
been ready and akle 1o preside ower the
higgest cul in living standards sanee the
WHT

FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS

Why does ihe long-sranding relation-
cltip berween the Party and the Soviel
leadership give nothing bur problems
for the party? Why does the "ubra-lel’
grons while the party siagnates? Why
does the parly geb annibibated ai 1he
polls?

[m thé Face of these fundamental
questions, o new idens have been
advanced by the parey feadership, The
swme 0id routinist phrases have ap-
penred in the same enthusiastie and
nplifting tone of veice that has become
the hall-orark of the exccutive comimit-
tem: "the pew, exciting opporfunities..,
build lefe woily,. boost the Marming
Segr.. el the new pamphler . push
forward the price pefition....”

Resentmient has bred amoogst. rank
and Cike parey members [rom this kind
ol response. The discussion pages of
Comment tell a story of  growing
{rustfation among the more ouispeken
mieenbers, Then — ai the beginning of
thix vear — came the siraw that broke
the hackbone of internal umiy: the
Mew Drafll propromme.



BOCULIST CHALLENGE SUPPLEMENT 10 awombar
Fage o

ooking back, the party leadership’s idea of

producing a new programme was a major error

ol judgement. In the first place, the new Drall
does not answer any of the basic practical guestions posed
by the membership. Instead it encourages the membership
to translate particular grievances and difficulties into
general ideological criticisms. And new programmatic
ideas are almost entirely lacking in the Draft.

The texi itself is niew, and there mre soime
sigmificant changes of formubse; instesd of
sarking for g socialiss governmont combin-
g the Labour k2Tt and 1he CP, wenow have s
peripective of a whole wries of less than
socialist 'lefi’ governmenrs. Bather than the
nationaiisation of “all monopodiess im
producive ndustry® the exscullve comimii-
ey wily bawyers mivw offer "natipnalisation
of the key firms among the jop firms shich
dominare the econamy”. “Socali=l economic
planning’ becomes ‘elfective governmest
comired aver the operation of (he econamy”.
Such phrases indicate the drifl of the Party to
the fight.

Bui was it really necessary io produce &
drall programme when signalks to the social
democrats — indicating a rightward drift
oould bave been made on a day o day
baziE withual nane moamhi of programm
miic debate. The parly beadership has
paid a big price for wnveiling & document
—ihot had 10 be hernlded a5 something
mew and highly impemani—in froar of the
party membership, and the eptire el

L
TOWARDS THE FUTURE

Perhaps the ceoulive comamities thosghd
thal ibe discission oround the progremame
would avnid & purely negative debate about
curreny l-"l'r".'u:"ih, and larn the member.
s ey lowards the futare. The disoassion
bk been organised to inhikit such negative
crivicisma. The debate was isade as pablic as
possibile — bul dot o achieve an open,
demacratic dehate,

A et jll, nobody lkes wazhing dirty bnen
- frool of public platforms oocupsed by
Labour Parry members and Troiskyists The
membership has been put m posidons where
it has had a powerful inceniive to defend the
party line — i therefore the desdership
from the attacks of palitical opponemis. Bal
Ehme dadn T ohait che ferment i the parly

A large maumber of Kleodogical trends and
groupings appenred and crgapised them-
sedves for an smiereml pragghe. Lo lise with
ereditionnl Saalinder o i
lemdanciey and Tactson zre banned ineide the
CF. The supposed polikeal justifsstion Tor
preveiling lendencies i that they sncoorags
factionnlism.

il the last months inside the party have
shown thai _':lan.-: will not sop opposing
Eroupungs withan & pany rent by sirong, ansd
doep, politcal difTerences. The only effect of
such 'I_::ml is to make emerging rendencies
comspiratonal, 19 |I!|I{'|!I!|I.|'!r muiibieal  suspi-
cond arkl organisational manoeuvring. and
o ensure that the grouplngs which do form
lack Cear-cul posifions aroand which the
whnle party membersiip can democracicably
discuss. This has been the story of the debate
within the Comminist Pary during 1977; &
real numiber of groups, cligoes, and dffase
currents josling and shifting ground as the
deharedevelops, Only s insiated can bave a
clue as [0 what is really going on,

WIDESPREAD FRUSTRATION

Fhe ecsecutive committee with its mew®
Drufi has heen cauphi berween 3 wide-
spread frustialion over the parly's practic-
& decline on the ome side, and om the
other, absalately fundamenisl guestions of
workl cutlook-—going far bevond a debate
an the srategy for socialism in Britnin.

Documents have begn writlen declaring
tht the new Drafl programme is revialonist
— weltoming the revisionlsm, buf siating
bt i does nol gofar enough. Ochers call far
& return w full-Mooded Scalindsm, and woite
ihe pariy off as o poclal-democmtic corpse,
Between these two extremiss a malinds of
eomirddiclary opénions have been éxpoossed
ofalmost every importand guestion of
pofitical programme.

The international
dimension

the arigio ol this development lies satside
I:I'q.: puredy natianal Fromework afthe CPLE,
Ir is rocoed in rhe criss of what wsed to be
clled the “inlernational communist move-
meeml', known im Trofskyist circkes &5 the
world Sralindst movemenl. AL one Hme chis
idrvement was a source of unqualified pride
For s=very Arifish Clommuwnist., However weak
e parly i Bricain, its members conbd podnt
{a _Ih: remendous  sirenpth, unity  and
achievensents of the world mevemeant, What
monnirast — the Commuondsrs argoed — sith
the weak, aplic, polifically insignificant
forces of the Trooskyists and the ‘olra-lefis'.

Today such mocds are dyimg. The strenglh
af e roling Coommuonist Paciies cannar he
deniod. Dot what is that srrengih based on'? I

does oot come from the solid suppor of the
workers in Eastern Europe, the f:‘i.‘jﬂ; and
Chitts — B is the power of burcaucratic
manipulation and repression. The wnity of
the workd mavement s gone forever, China
and the LISSR conframt each other militarily,
Conflictsare rampan — belween Yugnslavia
and the LISSR, Romania and the USSR, amd
belween Wesiern and Esitern CPs. Spliss
have orn the CF apart in Auwsiria, Finland,
Lireooe, Spain, Sweden, Morway and many
ather conniries.

MURDEROUS PURGES

Muoreover, the supposed umity of the past
turns ol 19 have besn orchescrated by
murderous purges of milllons of Commeg-
nists. Theumiry model was chat of the preseni
Crechoslovak Party: a ‘eanilty” based on hall s
mlllion Communisis being purged.

The schisvemends of maling CPs aze
unidaubtedly great. Bl have been in the
intereses of the working class? What kind of
schicvament was the Warsaw Pact invasion
of Czechoslowvnkla, for exumple? A brilliant
mikitary operation, cerigindy, bul - aimed
Agdingl the entite Crechoslovak people,

CUme fundamenial problem for Commu-
neal i8 &1 the heart nﬁhm fRickiioms: what
has been going on in 1le Soviel Union over the
Lzt fewdecades? 15 it the case that the CPSU
B the shditing, democratic expsession for
working cluss aspiracions? This is argued In
the main artele in isoe Mo, 2 of the CPGHE
inairnal Socisllsl Eorope,

Or skould we nsead reat Solzhendesyn'‘s
Gmlag Archipelago os an sentlad work of
referenor and snalysds for historians of the
LS5R? Tssue Moo | of Soclalis Europe
describies i this way. Such quesiions us thess
are no small master for & woeld movemen
wiiose corner-slone and goiding influeoce
fas been dbe leadership nFlI"_- CPEL

STALINIST TRADITIONS

Every poditical ides and  idsalogienl
princigle of the CPGR is marked — soime
would say mutilaced — by the stamp of the
Soviel  Malinis traditions, Yer growing
oumbers of Communisis ane coming to
guession whether Lthe Soviet leadership is
Elay the symbaol of everything pure and
“lofiy" — nsthe Engs European commuoniguis
sagpest. [nstead the leadershipisheginning 1o
be viewed 25 0 sympiom of what Saotia
Carrilla  has  cafled - the ‘h1|rﬂ|.1n:r|ﬁ;1:
degeneralion” of the LISSR.

Thesecrippding doalte were coysiallised by
the invasion of Ceechoslavakia. The recent
pularisation becween the Eurocomeunist
partiss hnve expanded Lthese doubts more
clearly. Devasiating reussions have beei
produced in the Flrl::rwu'

The revaluticnany 1el has been somewhat
confused aboul the significance of Fure-
commumist criticisms of the repression in
Eastern Ewrope, Some see this spate of
crifkcian asa lurch o the dght by the Western
CFe. They say that the bomrpecisie has
pushed people like Carridlo o make ssch
eriticisms,

These arguments Beiray muddled think-
inp. The Western CPs have heen ming £o
the right For well over 5 decade. 1 laly and
Spain the irend has quickensd in the last
wouple of years.

The criticisms of buregucrafic repressadn
in Enstern Europe cam also be assimiisted
within the framework of this social-demo-
cratising rrendd, Sowdal democrars willl op-
pite jailing  people for puriing  forearnd
oppositional views in Eastern Europe.

T bourgeoisie alsn  uses Ea.ﬁn—r_q
Epmnm repressiea & a stk qo beag the lef
with, Bt itis uterly infantile 1o assume fram
this that opposition 1o sach sepression is
therefure right-wing and social democrsic

Thebasargenisse uses this stick For ane very
vlementary  Teason: nanely, ihat  this
repression does ake pisce, aod the over-
whelming masorily of working class peopls

— whether they vorz Tory, Labour, CF, or
G — are completely apposed o auck
repression. They are right.

It isa stnggering Hiusisalion of the woefual
effects of Staliniinm on the Marsiss lefr thai
some poople — who regard shemnselves as
Burxises — con &l view [Abous snavement
profests dgainal the suppression of dema-
ci aﬁil.' rights in Easrern Firope 85 & dep to tie
right

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY

Furthenmore, even the more pranganced
Hghl-wing drifs of the Weslerm CP
leaderships canoed be explained simply ng p
TESPONAE [0 Bourgeais pressare, Take, for
erxanple, onz  central  feamee of  the

Eurocomenunisr turm: ol break from whal
Muoscow cills "profetariar internatfonalism”
und the new insistences on & parely national
pETApCLIYE

The Eurocommunist leaders move down
this road towardy social-democratic nation-
iz ol galy theanks to bod gecs peosaiirs,
it alse becuose o revolutionory return Lo
EEmuiie proletarian Lnter iR onALism wond
tend 10 thorouaghly subyver bureancraic rule
in Enstern Furope,

NHATIONAL CHAUVINISM

P rr!u'rnh-er.-: would hegin to mrgue (hat
repression Agamsl woikers @ Poland,
Crachoslovakia or the USSR i3 'nor just a
natiomal affair; it is nconcern of the working
class everyahicre, We must lake a peancipled
Inleznationalist siand om the sade af the rights
of theworking class in Easiern Europe”. How
mach berier Tor e Seviet boreavcracy that
Lhe CPx move towards narianal chavwvingsis,

it helps mask respongitsilitics 10wards the
woarkimg ciasein the East. And it also leaves
the “Goviel bureaucracy with the phrase
‘profetarian infermationalism’. And so l=H
sectarian phrase-worshippersin the West can
ciitine o think the Sovdet buresucracy is
muite lefr-wing!

Others on the revolutionary left see the
criticisms made by Western CF kaders as a
Tinad break with Stalinism ond wich Moscow
Thisisaane-sided view, The leadership of che
CPGE atill adberes 10 Uhe basic autlook of
Moseaw; hails Eascern Eorope as socialis;
backs the global poliey of the Soviet
buredncracy; aod refuses to advamce ooy
progrumme whassoever for the bundreds ol
milliona of working peaple sulTering under
bureancratic repression hetween Flha and the
China Sea, I3 drift towards - Social
democralic policies also - paredoxically —
helgs to eeep irs Frayed links with Mascow
intact

HISTORICAL CATCH 22

In reallcy, tse CP leaderships in Westermn
Eaurope are caught i the biscorical Crreh 32
of Stalinksm, Thelr panies: glorified and
worshipped [ordecsdesa force that turns out
l&rbave been a manstrous apparaus of police
vinlence agaimst the working oass. The
cadres of the Weslern CPs remain deeply
mltached 1o chis apparatus and 1o the world
autleak ihey have bearned lrone i1,

Yet for the greal mass of the working class
this Stalinisi boreascracy leokos repadslve

Il the Western OF hexdos cepisdiale ther
awn Sialiniss tregdftion, they threaten o
epdil the party, Bug i they fal 1o repudiage
bt ks with Moscow they ace [hreaten-
ed withoit any principled polisical hasis
far chear pam exisienae
Maowhere has this diemins oeen more acite
than in Bricain. Fereaweak and declining P
has been under growing peessire from both
guariers, cipaceally the Tormer.

Factionalism within the
party

e executlve comeniltes has Blundered in
producing the new Dvaft. Tt has provided a
comnecting link betwesn 1he disgrunilement
aver pracixal fadlares Fell at the base of the
party and the Frnw‘ing political erisis within
the waorkd Seabinist movensent. The party™s
\degiogncad cirrents which stand for the old
Sialimist erthodoxy ngainsl Euroconimu-
mismwereoffersd a ready-made bridge to the
pracisal frosratons. of the membership
through their denunclatlons  of the new
Drafr,

Those who wanted o complete breall with
the Stalinisi rraditions of the pany in Favaur
of social democratisation are alsopahle roapel]
aul their practical  aliernative 10 the
vasclllatlng baresucratic centrisen which the
ERECutive committes EXpresses, Mellluer wing
could he dencunged for radsing  general
queEtbons i discussbon that was suppossd re
dexal with the party programme,

INTERMNAL STRUGGLE

The character of the internal sorizggle
leading wp Lo che 35th, Congress {5 peculiar
The gulf hetwess the (wo cuisemes in the
party icestraordinarily wide, and the struggle
has been extremely batter, Yer the two main
molithcal poles inside e party Have nod Foung
clear polital and organisational expressian.

[osted there are magy dilTerent shades
and prowpdngs amal nome can come fopward
wilh o really coherent programme. Finally,
rhe actial viodbig line-up ol the conferencs iy
likels Lo present the issues lin an ulbecly
trivialized way: a5 b polarisation betwesn the
sippores ol the old programme and (hose
ol the oew Dwaft, But che Dwali does nor
differ in essenitiale rom the ald programme,

There is & name for such phenamena in
working class parties. [t is factionnlism: a
dlale of affairs wheee dear, principled
debates  hetweniy dilferent tendencies . or
f-;:{:‘.'.-:.'lm are replaced by srrugphes belween
SUTTIZIR Freups, bna bk oF unwilling 10 work
onr any prncipled palitial basis for their
LS TR T
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Eroapng within tbe party 1s che trend aroand
Mike T"Tin_:!r and Dave Purdy on the soctal
demacracic right, Inchear privaisly prodoced
douisent Ot of (e GGhedte (see sxcerpls in
Suciullsl Challenge Mo. 12}, Prioracd Pardy
openlyackaewiadge the revisionism of thenew
Dbl Cmly in their view, it Falls shaor- They
frankly novccate n o gradualisc scracegy,
ingommes  policy  and & thocoughgoi
right-wing amd spcal demncratic re_'nr::_rh:m?\‘%
Ssnlindsmm.

Fhough sioall in number, sopparcers of
these molicies gpin confiderice and energy
from che dreitt of the pany lesdenchip in theiz
dirpction aod from cheir ahbility to present a
coherent  ahernative 10 the  wacillaling
formuilae aof {he leadership, Between Pardie
and middle-nf-rhe-rander Cenrpe Mainbens,
there . nes varians shades and proupogs in
the Cammunist Party wishing to push the
parcy further along the twin paths of socal
democtacy al home, and rejedin of the
Soviel bureamcracy.

On the other glde of the nisjority. —
sirélching onisidethe pariy io Sid French and
Eir fellowess in the WOP — Are varkaos
Eroupings advocatiop B harder Line against
spcial democracy as well as orerurn 1a mare
full-bBloeded  Scalintsm Revolationary
Marziats — who advacate a revalationary
alierpative I.-:|I:||::‘.I.1 Mascow amd to Transpart
Haouse — remaln g very wesk force indeed
within tl party af prosent.

Stalinism's two |decolo-
gical banners

e T W P T L

The two main pabes within the CPOTE exist
im beib W estierm &nd Bastern Eurapezn CFs.
Such leltisf and rightist faces of Stalinizm
have a lomg kiscory within the movement. [t
wonled e WG [0 f elthod CUFFCNL &5 3 Dew
depariwre from Lhe kleological traditions of
Srabindsm. Bodbare rather expressions of the
fmaential nahare of Stalinism ilself.

The fact thor they are new at loggerheads
with each other Inside (e CPUR s nol a Blpn
Lhar one gideor the arber has setiled accounls
finalty wirh “Sfalinism. [f 15, rather, an
gnpresdion of the godwniy interdal condre-
dictlons aithin a Stalinist mavement o ceisia
and disinregracion,

Beath lreonds are idvological expressions of
Iheteaiachics wsed by the St hurepcracy

Shp from  Soclelat G

o defend s noereabomal icleresis, Far
Troiskidsts the Sowies leadership doss oo
repressnn any fundamesial sy force in
world politics,. Bather it tepresenis the
inbezests of the pary and sare bussiucracy,
which has risen 10 power io a state which is
netiber capadalist nor socialise. The state i
Lransitional between the rwo sysiems: i the
USSR caplralism has Been overthrown bat
1he working clazs does nor exercise pollibcad
FOWET.

I'he issuciatic caste which rules the
LSER  bames its power both oo ke
narionalissd property elations, and on the
suppresiion of warking class pelicienl plglie.
Swch - an - hisoricably  Uansitory  cegime
defends g iolerests  internationally by
continually manoenvring heiween 1be Lwa
clnss Fiorees an the world arena — the forces
of the socialist revolution znd the Forces of
imperialism

MASE STAUGGLES

Ad ceripin Hmes and in certadn areas of the
warld, theSovier lureausracy needs toatllise
1he e struggles of the worklng class Tar i
awn purpraes. Wirness the Sovie aid ta the
Cihan revolution, Vielnom or Angola. &L
ather tinesinather places [i5 inleossls reguire
far-reaching accomadations with the hois-
penii. Taketheexumplesaf Greecoalftor the
war, Izan, and Tndonesss,

The resuliing chameloan-liks policie shifrs
and combinations reguire - the nasidmam
idealagical fexibility, Tl Soviet busssn
<rhy tduds a sel ol lefisounding ideas B
hand fer someaperarions, But i alo a2 set
af apenly rightist class collabormtianis ideas
Lo athers.

The faz thar the Soviel bussductacy is not
hased o capitalisl relations of pradicrion
meany it can denounce the evils of capiialisn
withous Tenr of GHnciis reperdassant. At
the: sarne (ime. by turming Marxism injo an
amply dogma L ocan give ks mast arnde
-:-\.'|Ilnr|'-r-r|":l.'|_'||l,||'$-:'|ﬁl'_l.' IMAGHUVIES 3 Bup-
postdly  Marxist idsological sower. This
single ideclogicnl constant oo the part of rhe
Sevic] buresucracy is its resolufe hiegtlby 1o
abl germine expressions of workery” democ
ey and woviel porwer. These kind af
teveloprments present o froneal challenge o
bureaucraric power in the LISSE gisell

The rocds af the weial democsatic rend



N Revolution (gave. Now on sale. 18 pages of a
o Rogsisn Revolyiion (lustrated by Devig King's

pe;, PO Borx 50, London NT.
withii 1he Weslern Europenn CPs can he
taiily traced ngainsi chis backgroand . These
I8¢ in L drive by the Soviet buremscracy fsedf
Ly !'nrp_: glliances with the European
boorgenisies boihh before and afier the
Sevcond World War, The 'Popalar Fromt' line
of the 1950s was the first impuise iowards an
apcomedation to social democracy. i
originated  in an atempr by Salin o
awhordicare the interests of U workers in the
Wil 1o e diplomatic manoasvres of 1he
Soviel Scare.

Exanly the same policy was tried between
1563 anidd 1947 in Western Europe. When the
Cald - War was lausched, ibe Soviet
burcaucrasy pushed the Wesierm CPs o
adlop 'leftist® tactcs — 10 beeak the
Eu-m[urthnu.rm:in from ihe USA. Butin
thse Lale 1950s _!['IE Soviet |eadership mgain
retirned tooa fine of thorough-poicg clas
collaboration in Western Europe, -~

'[h: leaderships of the Western TPz have
their own partienlar tnpeiests distinet fram
those of the Soviet lareasoracy b defend
The rightist line in Western Europe was
always anly a meats b anend For the Savier
bureacricy. Bt for the leaderships of ihe
Western CPs it became am eisd in iLsell.

The Sovicl bursauiracy was ot intberested
i the Western CPs winning power, It was
poncerned touse them 1o gain brerage with
the W espom bousgeoizies. And when it hegan
0 appenr possinle that some Westorn CPe
AR gain govermmen! olfoe this was mod a
pianicularty pleasing prospect. from  the
vanngs poant of Moscow. There iv every
nclication Lthat Moscow can do bosiness wirh
e bourgedisic beiser when the  lateer's
wan chosen leaders ane Ninnly o power

POLITICAL INFLUENGE

Huil the mioss important guestian W esrsm
CF lpaders are concerned with is increasing
the padivical  influeoce of  theit pariies,
Moscow s class collahorarionist line wag
pursued e the frnlinn, Freich and British
pariics with that aim in view. Druring the lasr
lew veurs, the objective intsresis of e
Weseern CF leaders and the Savis bureay-
tracy huve !.Iu.-:e fore diverged,

In pursiir of brosder papular S PROT
e headesskips of the Westerm CP5 are
imereasingly comvinced thot they should niest
Fave oo remain silent abswn che vielarlon af

[10p pé&p].

democratic rights in the Easr. This conviction
grew  gnormously aller the nvasion of
Cochasdovakia.

_]:l response Moscow stimulaced diviions
within the Western CPs. The parsdaxical
resull is Moscoe's readiness o use lefi
sounding phrasss oy todlsrup the internal
e of the Wiestern CPs. Al the same time,
h-!lus-cqw'n broeder and broader collnbors-
15om with the bourgeois lorces agains which
e Wislern CPs are compaigning.

Theleftist current inside :htl':FT?-H-ia RCE A
freak from Scalinksm, 0o i8 an expression of
ase gitle of Salinist tactics — n side that has
heen sabordinare in W esiern Europe sinceibe
mid-1%50s. The rightist carrent in ihe
leadership of the el is @lso m carrent
which camrrace s lineage back wllimately o
the pericndod Sealin's rule. The basic theust of
he pew Divalt cloes not difFer from che fhrust
af Lthe 195] programme which was veited by
Stalin [-::'r;nnuﬂi.;r

T e a e SO N e T |
The tacit link between
two trends

he badile between the two trends inside
the CFGHE has radsed o great deal of inderest
AMHETIE TE'-'I'I||:|||I?‘|'|ﬂ1"!.' Marxizia oulside (he
party, Large putnbers of sociabist milicants
have sheered chear of e CP, but have ool
st the revelutiomary left oas o viahle
alternative al the pres=pi fime, Many are
asking averyimporrant question: i (sere Ay
possibulicy (hat eitbier trensd inside the party
hasstaried tobreak wich the pastand come up
with some really  new Jdeas for &
revdisionary afternagive o social deine-
wralic seldrnism?

IF 1the answer 10 this question is 'wes', we
winald I:le_nn :he_l:hn-.:h-.'ﬂ.d of an mmpartant
advance for the Marstso movement in this
country. After all, tbe appasition by the new
'IJru_l'1 mus number a1 lesst B chousand
milicants — including the ranks of the NCF.
And the Euracommunis foroes in the party
are even bargei

Both carremls contain very experienced
sacialisrs, If either wing wos really swinging
rownrds revolitionsry Marxism o complece
rediignmient of the l=ft in Britain 'P.'{Il.||‘|_| by
poasiabe, Ome way or &ilher the 35tk
Congress could be remembenasd as o historic
turming point for the berer

Thiz idsotopical kemel of bath wings —

e Tursdantental ideas about the iranaition
e sacialism — st be assessed coanswer this
guesrbon. 11 48 not enough 1o Nid 1salaged
peinls ol agreement with  revolutsenary
Kfarxist polinics and hope for the besi abaw
Lhe rest. The poveraing 10633 of each carrenl
theideas that give each paricular podnd an
lEner  eolverence with  orher aspects o
their programme need examinaiion.

Ihe batibe-field between the rwo jesden-
e whihe basic idess are concenirated is ibe
debatearound thecomeeps of the dictatorship
of the prolezariar, Hers tE-t:uh tendencies have
Loy give @ coovenirabed expression to their
fundamendal views an the cransition o
BN | T

UNBRIDGEABLE GULF

Twoinescapable facts appear, First, there
is an unhrdgeable gull berwesn the two
remdsncies: insodar @ sich rmaintaing i
ideological coherence, i muost  separace
completefy From ihe other. Secandly, both
lemdemcies shace 3 common rejection of ihe
Fundam:p:u.i idens af classical Marnsm an
the transitlon o sacialism.

The Burdocommundsts reject the concept of
the dictatorship of the prelsariai, Some,
who feel uneasy, iry 1o convinee themselves
that they are rejecting ondy some mther
unatiractive perminalogy, T holder amd
meore conassieil spirtts among them kaow
caacily what shey are daing: Th are
r:'r.l:.n:.ng:heslnlggh:fmﬁ.:dl;:urmeﬁlpm'
the poolecartsl with  the struggle Tor
demperacy in general,

Thizis evident in the new Dreali. But it is aed
Eiven ﬁacu'\_a:u':.e::plin:il: farm. The assence of
the marter is eapresssd when (he Peafl siaies
that deisoctacy is he 'commen  thread
running through the various sroggles’.

The piher wing of the pany proclaim jts
support far the term 'dictatorship of the
praletariat’. Bar, i1 Interprete the ferm 10
meana Sate where a monalithic party bokds a
mIJrI.ﬂD'D-IE' of poliicl power, able -t use
farce nrbitrarily sgainsi (o5 polinkal oppo-
nents. In other words, the dictalomship of
the proletariat means the political reality of
Easrern Evrope and the USSR,

MEW STATE

Boih comceprions  refect  the  classical
Marxnt view of e decistorship of the
projetaring. developed by Mar and Lenan,
andd embraced By revolitionsry Marxises
maday. This meons the dictatorship & a
projeisrien demporscy, by definition en-
tading the desmocton of tie baresu-
crasic’  apparatus caf the  old state,
and i replocement by a new type af wne,
The muclews af (Be new ate i the workers
coiancd, m wlich & plurality ol political
parties can operaie.

For the Enspcommunists ihe nuckeusof the
sixcualesl  state 8 ocomlxined o the old
burenscratic parfiameniary state of bourge-
Bis gociety, For che oppomenls of (he oiw
Draft, the nucleus aof the new saie is
enshrined in the Brezhney Constiation: ihe
Lpanmizist Farly.

S0 bih wings refect the idea thar the crux
of the alruggle agains capdializm s the Hght
o make the working class the dass which
direcily rules In- soeiety, Both reject ibe
primacy of the sell-activity of ibe working
classin the transitson bo sacindism,

Any vision which exrends bevond  the
hdrngons of bourgeais democracy uppesrs
iXe utemian onarchism o the Borocom-
milnisas. )

The vision ofTered by Uieir oppaikenis 18 kn
many respecis a regression from the pofilicsl
Eains won by the working class under
capitabism. Oy a Pormaliste Arachmeny 1o
names coald lead one to inlerpret their basse
sheas s ‘mare revoluhionary' than the Buro-
communisl conceptions.

Why hae the idsalogical crisis and the
re-thigking in féceil Years in the Wescern
CPs nat produced a return to classical
Marmist congepiens? Why has the main
trend been ladrds social-democralic sdeas
anon thetransison to socinkism T This is often
eaplained a5 a sraighilorward caploalation
10 the pressures of bourgeois sociely. Those
pressure haveundoubiedly been strong. Bt
peber pressures cannol be overloeoked

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

[n ils own way, e Eurpccadmunists’
wdenlogical pasition masks the boresucratic
dictalesship in the USSE. A (horoughly
radical break  with the harempucracy  ia
necessary i0a classical Mariast approach & to
ke actapded, All the dempcratic rights legally
available In Bourpeods demgcracy, hai so
ibe muosses can fully exercise them, i= a
rachsiane o nwarkers" state, And rha sote

machimery itsell would no longer have a

nierarchical, burepecratle form, 11 would
have a popelar character — even in the fiskls
af army, police, and rhe legal apparatus: The
alade iselwauld be witbering away — along
with the other insttucions of kumanily's
mre-history — like the family, the division
belween mental aod manoa! lAbour, and 5o
an,

Bair, by makimp Cloe goal b stragele Tor
dempercy im genersl, the Eurccommunizls
avpdd the hend-on idenlngical confromeacian
with the  Sovxs  ceabity wikich elaascal
Wiarcism reguires. A& resurne B Mars and
Leidn entatds tlewiing the eatire ddeological
naklps af the Spviel bureancracy acl of the
water, Mothing wanld be lefr of che ok of
‘advanced sociabsm in the LESRE®

The Buracemmunises can presently ssmply

SDCIALIST
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EHnt 1 oihe need Tor dnireduding  soume
Fosiiihl, bBowrgeods legal righls inio che
‘waciadism” of the 1JR5E;'I'h|3 is cerfminly an
advancean the existing politecal ceality there,
al am wullerly woperficial chalienge Do
Stalinism,

PARALIAMENTARY MAJORITY

WVigws of Ll diclalorship ol the prodefarial
conditian @ political cwrrent’s  entire
concepebon of the natare of Lhe sruggle
aghinst Grpializm and theroleof theworking
:l:uu.L'jnnrﬂ'nimrur}'miﬂd.:mmmumw:
capitalist S1@ie ag i {5 a8 An adeguaie
inglruenend fxintrisdsce socialism, For them,
the rale of the working class is redoeed o
wOlErs and ACUVISEE [0 gaiil dore wolErs.
That's bow the precomditions for socnlism
— & large parliamentary majority — are
achieved peconding 1o social demsocrats.

Ihe Brezhneviies see the work of the
tramsition & being carried vut by the Parly —
o the working class, por the hourgeais
Siat=" All and sundry will he manipualared to
carry cul the project. Tlee masses &re in ihe
servipe of the bearers of ahsolute truth, the
party.

e paity may use violeooe againstl the
bourgeoisie if need he. [t may even wse
mmlﬂ![ e workengelasas — or, i ihe
Lermi of Stalinism ~— against ememies
wiilsim the working clasa, 11 may engage In
Bipreguicratie manipulation within the bowr-
peuis stale apparatus, or even within the mass
organisations of the workers” movemend.

Whatever [orm af struggle the parly
adopis, the role of the working class is never
mare than an #djunct 1o the party. The
Brezhmevites assign to the workers the dirty
work for the great ghory of the party nnd
s “leading rale’

Eurccommunisisalso reject the idea of the
primacy of the creative self-activine of 1he
wor kit maeses in the straggle for socalism.
Unlike bath the socinl democrars and the
Brezhneveies, thelr lormulations donot have
a clesr, anambiguous charader. They Lalk
about tea parallel and equivalent siruggles:
the struggle In and around partiament for &
left maposily and o ledi govermment; and the
pressure of the maas movement saiside
ol L.

Yet @l historical experience shows chat
when captialism plunges into a revohsticoary
erists, the warkers' movyemens is Faced wichs
n deciibve chobte. 11 will be Tighiing oo
baith termains. b it most e clexr which is
1zt be domninmni. If there iz confusion within
the working class om this guestion all s lost,

The parliamentary siruggle works wirhin
the twin pillars 0f howrgeeds Degadicy and
represeillive demoeracy. | hese mean very
precize things: ihe law defemds didividusi
property Tights againgt the moasses; it takes
the capitalsl ecomomy sur of the paliical
arena and makes working class challenges
I pRVELE preperty erinvinal matters o be
crushed by force. Kepresentative  demso-
cracy exclides the masses from palibical

decision making, The workers can ke
paditically active ondy under  Gomplele
sibordinacican {5} the militars-

bureaucralics stale mdchine: voling, pet-
tioning, lobkying, parading bhelween [wo
lines ol police—all Lhis 1s the sum tatal of
s peilics--the real siroggle must b
confined 1o parliament, ',

Yel, in ewery single rovelulnary orisis,
the miass have direcily  challenged bolls
these plilars. They have shaken capitalist
property with mass Steikes, I&000y aggup-
atwons, workers' contred commitbess, de-
fence plckers ppainal polkce ncocks, =lc.
Thev have also burst theoegh Lhe Bupeaser-
atie inregument  of representative  demo-
cracy, This |8 what ihe mass movement i
in a revolotionary orisis. x

%o bourgeoss wgairy- and porliamemtary
legirimacy stand om ane side and the mass
mrecmenl sands on the ather. In thas
divisiom lies the decisive question of class
power. The coumrer rewalation figlis with
the sbogan ‘individual freedom and demss
CTACY ngainst communisom®. What answer
must the workers” novement give?

M mu= gve this mass §elf-aerivity n
definite political form—workers' coundls
embodying & higher authority than che
cramped dempocracy of capilalism; o ordes
o undermine ihe dominance of parlia-
mendary  awthority L nus  preEpare  In
advanee the fransfional objective of (e
miss  povenienl;  &nd  If must  ose b
parbiamentary - strength (o develop o these
rwin challenges,

What do tbe Eurgesitnpunists do? They
feject the need o give the mass moyEmcnE
a higher paliticl ferm than pariament.
They reject rransitonal demmasds Tor lm-
iediare and democraiic ones. They Uhus
make ventrad thi gl for o parlismentary
left government. The mass movemedt 18
subordinated to ks tosk. Thie legic of this
PrOETAMIME i% an accomedalion [ courter-
revoluteoer, Meirher of che moin corrents i
the CP will evalve in rhe dizecrion of
reyohsiionary Marsism

Resurgence of Marxist
debate

Kany Marxises may- be dissatisified with
sch ao analysis  which - Jeaves matlers
hete: And they will be fghi. The analysia
abcive comld have been wrilien 2o vears aga,
withow! regodring much amendmenr, Yer
twer L last decade thesd haz been One very

EX T

CHALLEMGE SUPPLEMENT 10 Wowambaer

mip change imsidethe Communist Party; there
hiomes Bewm 8 remurgence of Marisl debsie A
preal deal of posstive thecretical work of
wabie 10 the revalationary Marxist left hos
aeeompanded this resudgence.

Te be frank, the ald guard of Stalinist
idectagues of 1he Elugman-Bery Manthews
wuTiely cunnat e given moch credit for this
development, It would be more accuraie (o
wiy (hat thew have been almost sw d bv
rhe influx of Marxist ideas from ouwtsde the
Party. The laat devade has estn g Iesndid s
growth of Marvist discussion on the Teft in
Britain — a resull of 1he twin ldeological
crises of bourpeois thowght and Stalinizm

The main organiser of the  Marxist
inrelieeiaal revival has been che journal New
Lefi Beview. And the Commumst Pary,
mich 1o the dismay of the people like
Fergus Miholson, has opencd vz door 1o 8
very large number of Marxist intelleciuals
of this % peresTarmnn,

Thiz: lutelicerunle are 5ot a1 all arrached
by the CP's Stalinist pedigres. Other [actoes
arg pppenling: the pary’s apparent openoess
1o discussion, e implantaton inhe workiog
class, and che onslirscliveness of the
alvernazives, Thechaice seems 1o bean urterhy
phiilzstine Labour Left aymbolised by the Mew
Sintexmmn and Tribmne or 8 Trotskyist left
atlll heavily morked by dogmagism and
sectarianism, In the late 19608, Tratskyis
graups exhibibed genninely wlira-lefi tend-
ciies o the presailing armesphere of
worurhiful enrlyusiasem.

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

Momhere bas Choe CF g new openneds and i
fink with the working class born mare frsit
than in the women's movemssni,  The
Commumst Parly bhas  achieved a el
hreakthraugh. In debates on the guestons of
women's lberatbon — &8 well A8 i oo
athers — the militanis of the revalutionary
=f1 have much ta learn from the milijance of
e Comamunal Paoy. How dos 1hix APl
aftheideciogical feof the Pary relace o the
gaverning conceptions af the Eurscommu-
nise!

There are many views in the ©F on the
question of women®s likerntion, This ia &
glresgth an conditioms where 80 much of the
debate on lefl ax a whole is really very new.
Within this diversicy, coe corrent of apinion
hAE become ncieaunply pronouiced: the
view Lhat simge the overthrow of capicalisen
does nar necessarily goorances he [ ]
of woindd, 15e siregele for liberation can b
treated | y -automomously  from  the
probiema of the struggle for socking clasy
Porwer,

The key activity hecomes the exposare of
ihe  daplogical  reproducion of male
dumindlion in crpitatist sociely. Politically
thiventails che fighr for women's fghrs and
the strugple  Against  ceactionary  male
adtifuddes in the working class. The need 1o
demacratise acd reform ihe division of
Esbour within the family s also incloded.

Historical experience shows thor the
conqieest of power by the working class does
nivl auromatically usher io the liberation of
women, There will be a  maseve  and
proracted light  against the poisonaws
wlenlogical baggngs of the previous mode af
prodiaciion — nol sl within the ranks ol the
writkers themselves, Such a battl=will have 1o
he led hy rhe mass organisaticns of rhe
WOILEN S movenienl isell.

SOCIALIST FEMINISTS

This means sl sacialis Feminasts should
e clearly defined within the present waomen's
liperation  movemsnr —  respecting s
demperacy, bul nevertheless arguing [or the
TROVRMENE [o AIm if5 MBES AcTions towards |
umited Lighil for wadmei’s liberation move-
ment on the part of the waorking class
mprement s A whale, The natore of the
warkers” gate JTor whoch we are Hehlog
hecames a burnimg #ssue For che struggle for
wamen's  liberation,  acearding o s
approach.

Thig B where the conoeiion s evidesl
between the discussion an wommen”s libera-
tien and the averall denlogical positicns of
IJ'IEE:-"I.II:'{H:l:l.I'ILHl'III.'ﬂS-[E-.]MHE"DTED’HHIHWI
the radsally pew type of workers” state
which ls the precondition For a viciorioug
strugele againsl woamen's oppreisian, the
new Diralfd offers o vision which does nnt
exrend beyond bourgeois right,

The Draft singles ol oog specific feature
of women"s oppression — their inck of
pquality with men. [ (en unplys that the
fundamenial prohlems of women can be
deall with ihrough 8 series of reforms 1o
guaranbee formal equality with men, coupled
wirh an idesdngical siruggle against sexism.
T Deali mientions the role of women In ibe
famnily. bul it negbects how the patriarchal
family struchures oppressive Telacbons be-
Lty N ackd woinci,

The abjecrive af zkalishing the family -
ard 1he social preconditions o do sa —are
glacengly abseal. [istead 1he I‘."ﬁ'!l.'l{l:d'-"l.'ﬂ 0]
hreak down che sexwal division «f labear
within o enlll exsdimg insivtacionad the family,

REJECTS MARXISM

The ideolopical reol of this evasion lies in
rejecting the classical Marxist conception af
be transltdon 10 socdalam througl the
wilheringaway ol the state and the bourgeois
family, and replacing it with o conceprion of
bt Eruggle Tor deisociacy U gendral,



The dialectical relntiomskip 'udwlm the
oovmgueest of er by Lthe ®orking class ang
the uru"i:wF':I women's liberabion 8

A peduction o both o ihe
horieons of an absiract demsocracy |8 all
e hen the Draft

A mmilar patiern appedss whin the
edablisives the relationship between
women's Bberation movement and the
curren mruggle ageinsi capitalism, This
dialectical fink iz also broken by many CP
worpen who leap from the truth chat the
Bberation of women will mod be auleemanic,
to the falsehood that the women's
liberation movement shoald be 8 broad
movement of culmral and  idecdogical
suggle — separated from the pobitical
problems  of the struggle for  poswer

More ingeaious Eu‘rncnm'ru'l.mi._ﬂ tl'mr?'lll
have uiilined the necessary  Edeological
siraggle spnins: sexism to pecform a defi
theoreiical irick. They have substituied &
pari of the whole for the whole imself.

First, the rale of the women™s Lbergtion
movermend (8 reduced 1o a parely czliiral
and ideological cne. 1is polites) dimension
|a banmed. Then references 1o Gramsel beip
tor declare thar ke fundamental ::ru.ﬁ]:_ it
the fight for socialism is not the podicical
sruggle, b this  ideological siruggle.

IDEQLOGICAL POWER

For Lhese Edrocosmemmiiists, Psargece
power is not in the ead decisively 2 political.
siate power, bt an idenlogical power. So
he sevolationary, politkeal povennal of the
women's liberation movemsnl &5 obscursd
&nd ihe mdvement |8 amudEnecusy
asummilated o their neo-reformist prajec.

There iz a double-sided reality in the
Marxisi debates within the CPGB todday.
O the one hand, rhe discussion on such
VILE] qustslbons &5 Che SOPTERELIm of wiamen
and the family réises many oew  &nd
imparcam issses which revolutionary Marz-
iy cutsicle the Party have mod tackied.

Om the other cide, the closer these Sehaies
toucts the real idenlogical hackbome of the
Eurfovaiiiiunis oulbook, the more [hﬂ-’lrt
condained and diluted o f ke pre-
wonceived gradualizt schema. The palitscal
tiplications of this ieologleal commalmment
mre pol always obyous in the practice of a
smadl party like the CPGH.

They become & good deal clearer In the
operlings of fhe Eurocommunisis” men
sor, the Lalian Communist Parry, In liaky
the comcrete meaning of the struggle lor
democracy in general has been  acwrbely
evident: the PLT i prepared 1o slaughrer the
demand fof lroc abortion on the sacrilicial
piiar of ‘democrmixc sdvance’ mﬁ:ﬂ
with ihe Christian Democracy. T
POl women mililants 1o break with i1he
Parry on the strests — defying the positions
of ther parey™s beaders

ThelLineofthe CPGB

The real strategic conception of b
he

Eusccommundst inclined ip. of ibe
CPOR, sabosdinaied [he mass movenssnt o
the struggle for & Jefl government with &
patamentary majority. Everything slse fis
in with this coneeption, The CF replaces 2
ser of trursitional demands [or ke mass
movenenl with & mixiure: assorted gowe
eromenl  refoems, and Immediate  and
democratic demands Tor the mass move-
HICE.

The party muddles the i=ue of class wnity
im metbom with podifical relations with el
socigl democracy. Revolutionery Marxisis
smigghs for united action of the entre class
around every lanse, however immedinte.
Cindy thraugh such wiibed action can the
warking class advanoe.

Hocial democrats of all shades should he
pulled indo such wmived sclion — Bul &6
uBTEMAng programmatic stragghe mus he
waged with left social dentocracy aver the
#ms, and rhe most appropriaie means far
carryviog e atruggle forwand

e OP leadership conllates these 1wa
chemenis into & singe concept af “left
umity'. This is an elaslic Foraula 10 pelp the
leaderehin hedd back mass struggles 1o &
comloriabie poini for the jefts in the
Labour Party. The trade anion bueresuciacey
— widhs ils owam [nperesis — is ipnored by the
Demit. The polibeal smiggle o the rade

andeny  becemes oné-dimensiongl — be-
rween lefi and right. And programimatic
ideas on the srruggle for workers” demo
cracy silhin Lhe msass organizatons — and
i the course of the mass siruggle ol the
workieg class — gpet shart shrift i the
Dirnffi

STRATEGIC CONCEPTS

However, strategic ©o % can be
applied in different ways tactcally, ‘Wihere
lias the CPGE pud the emphasis during the
lnst few years in Britain? Has it given the
pany some lsiway in e relations witk the
Labour and tradle union keaderships? What
has heen the sxecutive commirres’s interpre-
aikon of (he sdralegic Hne?

The answers 1o these questions are found
i the trade arion feld — the loggs of the
CP's political muscle. Nolhing that the CP
does on the clecioral frood or in s gensral
political work puts 10 the besl be polities In
ihe same way that its eperations do in the
rrade umions.

In the msd-1960s the leadership of
Britain™s two biggest enions saung to the
l=fi. Scambom and Jones rose 10 power. The
Laboist  Dioveinisent albempted to gual-
tatively weaken the trade union movemeni
with ihe In Place of Sorife uproar,

In e end, Labodr had o dr il —
thanks to oppasilion from the TUC, and &
sepiion of iiscabinet. The Tory government
ferurned with & conceried @llick on [l
rights of rade unsomisis.

CGereal bastles followed — the maners'
strike, the fight to free the Pentomville Five,
the enrire campakgn: agkinst 1he: Indusrial
Felations Acl, and ihe fOghl agains: the
conspirncy -laws used to jail Shoewsbuary
buaiiding workers® plokes

In every one of Uhese st CP
milstants played a leading pari, and m
many, hey played the losding part. The
Communizt Party created a2 rank
and file co-ordinating hody
called 'The Linison Committes for the
Defence. of the Trade Unions'. lis con-
ferences a1 the end of the 1%4%0s and in the
early parl of the Tory govermmesnl won
considerable support from che shop floar
lefeders throughow! i (EROE Wikion Bpve-
meni.

LACK OF MILITANCYT

The P is sometimes criticised Tor lack of
milicaney by the sevolutionary befi. This
charge doed nod apply to CP members
mvalved in the smuggle against the Tory
povernmeni. These sttacks rightly produce
i good deal of contempl when . peach
the ears of Caommunist shop-Moor militans
(although these same milicants bave seen all
Lo muny ex-Communists pass thoough the
party an the way oo acft sears af ihe wop),

[he real fssue is mod tse mikitancy of the
CP trade aricnisis, bat the direcdon they
were given by King Stresl. How dld ehe
Commiznist Parly beadership  seek 1o
transform the viclorsss won in mass senagghe
imto long ferm gaing Tor ise eivtire lelt? How
il it link these mass struggies 1o the overall
straregy for secialism?

The Commmuist Party lesdecship poe-
sents the history of chis period as if o single
course existed for the Pariy to fodlow —
namely the one lakd dowh by isell, This i
never the case, There are always options,
and real pensions secmsad (o bave developed
aver ihe choices made, bet n the Parry
b=adership and secthoms of the industrial
wing of the Party.

The Farty bad 1wa broad choices. [L
would bave developed the LCIDFTL oo a
structured rank a&nd file mavemens Chrgaagh-
pul the wnigns — not substituting Tor the
aofficial structures, bui fighring within them
for a defigle programme of mEsures Lo
defend trade unicm rights and working chass
living standards. - Alternafively, it could
have wied Lhe mass movermeil agains! ihe
Tories, to ercourage CF milicnois within i
1o pash o oper he doors o the Dall-
time apparacieses aof the wnions and mio the
anien  Eadarshipe. The TF  leadership
decisively chose the lalter couarse.

LEFT BUREAUCRACY

These w0 allerziatives &re ool rogafly
counler-possd 0 esach ather. It ix, in
principle, possible 10 do bath, Bur in the
conditions in the wunions then, Lhess
abfermatives tended to contradict =ach rehier.
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Onc - simple  reason  eaplaing why: che
attitode of the lefl bureaudsacy, including
the srance adapted by Scanlon and Jones.

Bodh thess fipures played o role in the
struggle agaimet he lndusirial Relatons
At Em s imatinl singes they were kappy 1o
see Lhe LCDITL) stick ils neck oul and sian
the mobilisations, Such lells were also
prepared 10 help sasz the restrecions on CF
meanhers occopying leading positions in
mREy umions. And they were also guite
happy to write for (e Moming Sar an
pccaskons, dand 0 say a few kind  words
aboul the party — na political price was
involved and they pul themselves in good
seend wiith the milriznis,

They were mol, however, prepared to
accept &0 open, Mructused rank aed file
mowvement within their gnion — campaign-
ing for a definite, unambignous political
programme. Soch rank and ke movements
i recrun new sis and exiend their
base become &n ndeni power-centre.
Easy backitape manowevers and palitical
accommodations becoms  more - difficalt.
And the lefis can quite guickly find their
relations - with thetr milnant base tudned
upsite-tdow i,

Insiend af l=ft leailers usihg malliants 4
levers, fhey could be forced to betome
ncooundable 1o thelr milisant base, Today
severpl constituency parties have begun 16
make their MPy  accouptable o ihe
membership or [Ace less  support  m
clectsons. Kank and fle movements i the
anivgs coukd acquire this ame power o

Faga tv

the leadershap could bave a1 lenst presenced
AN imransigens face onosuch elemeEnrary
msurs  as  inrernationnl  solidasity,  and
defence of the right of the [rish people 1o
el f-deserminatiomn.

The Party could  hove  organdsed a
mowemeni For the withdeswal of British
wreaps. Bul oo, With a concern far being
‘respamnsible  and  practical” the Party
ierderahip abandoned all pretence ai & class
attitude. [Ls rale remains o give advice (o
the British imperialist state as o 0w best o
coaducl isaffairs in lrstand.

Lirte wonder that the Sowiel bareaacracy
criticized the Party leadesship For its lack of
class solidamry on the Irish quession. It's
mol just another beirayal. I8 che wlfer
fatuiry of the leaderhin®s adtitude. What 15
the peint ol a Parly which |z ciny in national
polivicnl terms showing boes 'regponaible’ o
= Lo Lhe leagders of British capitalisn? Whas
will it gain oul of its 'pracical’ proposals
ahout irpaps” barracks, a Bill of Righis, and
sbove all suppart for rhe Peace movemsent?
Little more than comtempl from adl sides.
e e T

The Future of the Party

The Mew Drafl programaes and 1he 35th
Congress of the Communiil Pany de nod
represent anything fundamentally new. Bul
the open polariation within the member-
ship, and the increased aggressivengss of
balh ihe Eurccommunist wang and the
Hrerhne=vites is nes,

The
Eurccommusnist
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drog member: of anlon leaderships from
their slates — especially i Lhese befils ran
roigh-shiod pver ihe democratically ngreed
prograInm:s of the movement,

The werk of Commurnist Party militanis
im building up the LOTTU gave the party
the opporiunddy 14 Ccomaifuet such & rank
and file movernent on the modsl of the old
Minority Movement cregied by the CPGE
back in the 19208, IT consspucied, sach a
mivwernent could have won the hacking of
handreds of thousands of workers,

The CF ha: been guie capsble of
buikding just such rank and file movements
arcund a definite programms when engaged
in a fight againd the |r’iFl wing in the
ukiions, The Building Workers' Charer
which prepared the sarly 1970k bailding
wirkers” strike in the teeth of a mght-wing
leadership |5 8 case in potnr,

The CP oould  have coonstrocled a
powerful rank and file force ready ta lay an
open, organksed challenge 1o the rurn-a o
af 1he lefis when Labowr came to-power. 11
coubd have prepared the ground for clear
oppositbon [0 e Sodal Coolracl wage
controls, the millions of unemploysd, and
il blggess cuts inworkers' living standards
which have taken place saice the war, A,
nod lenst, i1 could have greacly swelled the
ranks of the CF Reell s dnduscry.

Suzh o k=R oturn wonkd nar necassore
Uy bBavi inplosd a scraccghe break wich the
Party's programme. 1t could simply bave
Invalveld a Gecision by the leadership 1o
maks a tactical eIt rurn, screngeben ia Base
im the upion: aml then reconselidabe s
nlfincices wirk: the lefis from a new pasition
of sirengil, The French OF kadership ls
currently demonstrating Nexthdity encagh
far sizsh ractonl turns.,

Borl Ramelson aed Bis colleagisis an the
execiztive of the CPGE were atally lacking
I the nerve Necsssnry for sach AR
operatian. ¥Whal has heen the result? The
P bins cr:lallwli.rerrmglhrrm ies number el
leading officals bn the Bigher couneils of
the trade union movement

Bair the Farty besn px abde 1o Bock ibe
sharp right turn by the lefls. Ard its real
political inflaence amongsr the mass of
warkers hags wol e transloenesd s b
viclaries against the Torbes — al least if
m:mhe:h:ip figaires and Mormlag Star sales
are anvibiop Lo go by, The indusizal
militants of the party have pakl & heavy
price for 16e naproe readnism and ack arf
mmagination ol King Street.

The depths of rhe leadership®s eomservat-
#in aid sk ol révelutioosty  strategy
extends even where the cherished relation
shigi with the union hureucracy is nob =
dirccUy expreswed: the Insh queéstion. Even
if it-ruled ouc a tactical l=fy turn om issmes
centrally affecsing relacions with the lerts,

There can be little dodbr chap  the
Brezhnevites will be soundly defeated. This
can create & peafaund dsequilibrinm within
the parry, The emtire aperation of the Farty
feadership sinos the lavasion of Crechasle
wakia has been o haded both wings in e
Each hawe been warned of the dire threat
Froen the other.

The significunce of the 15th Congress
may well be thar the Borocommunise wing
may cadl the leadership's bluff — and go far
a fight to the finish with those whio are Toc
repection of the Drafl. Thia would be
ihe princ course [or the lesdership
Fodlome, B witkout o Brezhnesite (Breal;
how could one prevent a pandora’s box
opening  uwp within  the  membership?

The real stakes at chis Cargress 35 nol the
wiords that wre enshrined in the programme
and those that are rejecied. The coux s
wherher  the leadership will be able o
re-establish 4 temporary new squilibrivm
afrer the Congress, or whether the Pamy
crlsla wiil procesd apace. This s, af course,
& migtler of gredt comoern B0 enly mooihe
Party memhership, but to the entire Brilsl
lelt.

The Writish Comununist Pary i @
praduct o 50 wears of Stalinism, and it
stencly decling has boen & product of chai
ligrerizal cradition, But 81 oalsed ac
crgamisation iobe which many of 1he mos
dedicgied Marxist militunis io Brilgic have
devoled theic Hyed over many decades.

In the gheenoe ol 4 alrodger practica
revelitbanary alernanive o the CPGAL thal
ceganisation's  disintegration wauld pro-
duce demcralisiation — and a deill o the
right ameng many present members af the
Farty, Sudll & proapect pleases anly ultra
left  sectamians  and social o deonorars,

A doable tragedy Taoes CF mulitdne; 2
leadership benr on progressive liquidatian
inle sodial democeacy, and aie ogppesition
i thar eadership which affers nothing bii
the dead-end of varcgenecaie Sialinism.

I'he CPGR has no prospect of becoming
a-mieay parly ke i@ counrer-patts on the
cartinent. 14 ix 2 small cadre orpanisaiion of
cqueivakent arrengih1a the n'rgn.l'lisu.ﬁ..'u:_ls [3]=
the revelutiocscy lef in Franes, Spein or
I[taly. The CPGR has members oo @ore
peaminen!  postibons within che  trade
uniions, bul tis rade usion foress have ar
ircreasingly renuous relationship te Owe eeal
palitzal e of e parry

And purside the trade owion Deld, the
CPGH has g weaker poliical capacily thar
many rewclutioniory ocgatisaioas on 1he
soivhinent, Like rhe Fremch saction of the
Foarch [nierpational, ihe CPOE has 2 daily
paper, Bur both Hs voting s:r\en,g_lh .:rl.q Bl
matbibising abiity oo the FIFeeis 15 WenkeT,

I Rid Fremch is e be believad the
CPGB™s actlve mablicnmes arez abaout the same

mumber ns the militants  af the Spanish
sepizon ol the Fourth Interoatlonal, snd
umnlike such organistlions, the CPOB i on
the decline. And while these revalationary
organisation: oller & global altermative 1o
the progromme amd strategy of the mass
partics, the CPOGR-kadership presents the
Party as nothing more than &n adiwnct 1o
the Labour Pariy,

Thie Parly possesads all the disadvaniages
of its smallness, withouwt any af the
advaniages of a genuines political alternarive
b reformizm ¢nj by the revoluthonary
lefr, In addition, it carried the harden af ils
cogtizued anachmzent 1o the Bast Farapean
bureaacracias.

Temparpry successes for che Tialian and
French Communist. partiss may  provide
momentary relief for tbe CPGH. Problems
Ay alde be cased by an electaral defeat For
Labowr. AL last that would iake sonee of the
sirpin ouf of the Party's relationship with
Lhe lett DRireaiieraey,

ROUTIMIST FIGURES

Aacher slop-gap messure foghkl be &
raetical mrn b the lefr- by ihe  Parcy
beadersbip, Bul an Baxegulive Commitess
componed of such roaliois figares as Tony
Chaier, Bert Bamelson and Creorge Man-
hews seemsd o b kicapable of o such
limited tnerical manoce=avres, All these are
oiidy shet-tonm paliiatives,

The mst hopedal sign [or the Tudure 15
the new apenness of the party to disoassion
wilh groups on the revoluiionary beft. As
far ns the party membership is conoermed,
1l ol Srabindst secrarianism hndds bass and
e sway.

In auzr weew, che insk of Marcists in
Britain iz 10 work 1owards the conszmckion
af a new, unified revelutionsry  Blarxiss
arganisatinm, with real roms in the warking
class, & principled agreement on funda-
mental  programmatic  dssaes, and  an
fnpernal regime 3o the pariy membership
el correct mistakes, Jearn from ther and
delbate vul pdlesy dhokes,

Mo such parry exists ar present, and the
G will certaindy nor become It Ehrl:l'luﬂ]'l
arithmetical recroitmend of ever  larger
oumbers of individuale. A really revalarian-
ary pacty will e constcucted  Uersigh s
process af jaing action, polizical clarifsc
ation and realignment of forees thar dysws
tegether forces al present io fbe Laboar
Pary, aipng with thase nrognd the CPOGHE,
the W T and the IMG,

PARTY OF THE FUTURE

Hrirish lefr grompe craditicmally
themselvey the pary of the furuns. But a
very largs numhber of sccialisls Loday &re
caly roe well aware thar this is pure bloff at
the present fime. The cufrens interaal crisis
of the CPGA v whether [oroes arise within
the party desiring ro poll its membershi
away froen the Seadership's  righr-wa
cowrse and awoy from the dead-md offensd
b ke neo-Staliniss,

Such farces bave slaried o appear |n the
Swedieh  Communist Party  after  that
ceganisaiion salil earlbes this sear nlang the
Euwncammunist, Meo-Sklinist line. IF they
enecge within  the - British  Party. the
praacﬁ;.-ls for a prigkspiad regroopment of
the Maormist lefi on e road ie & new
revalurionars Marxist party =1l be oim-
:l'lI.Eﬁ.E-IJI:E.b-]!.' brighoer clain they liave been
[ decades,

1 by doonol, our sasks will be much
miore arduous, This is the challenges Taclng
those members of the CPGB whe consider
themselees anti-Salinls  revolardonary
Marxsses and Lenimists during aod after the
331l Farly Congres.
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