E'VE BEEN
CENSORED!

SCANDAL

At 12.45 pm on Tuesday 17 January, the Editor of this paper
received a phone call from Chief Superintendent Wilson of
Scotland Yard. We were warned that if we published all but one
of the documents in our possession, relating to details of
bribes paid out by British Leyland, we would be prosecuted.

Given the shortage of time it was impossible to obtain the
necessary legal advice. We have therefore delayed
publication. For further details see Page 3. We apologise to
our readers for the imbalance this has produced in the

newspaper.
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Whatever
happened

1(0)
nationalisation?

CONSPIRACY Is tha name of the game in Britain's
nathonalised Indusiries. The rules sre simple. A pact is
concloded betwesn [he Labour Government. the
Confedersilon of British Indusiry and tha Liberals. Wagas
&8 19 be held down below 10 par cant for Britain's six milflan
public sector workers.

Whaon these workers Tght bask (ar even |# thoy don't) tha
frump card ia brought out. The natlionaflzed Indugiress ams
bsnkrupt. Youwmusl take a wage cul, you Must acoRpl com-
pulsory redundancies, speed-up and demanning.

Balanca sheats of natlonaligsd (ndusiries appoar o
cantirm the ergument. Buf closer adamination reveals &
diflerant stary. There ame sevaral reagans why nationalised
Indusirigs congialently show & loas.

I & private sector company, two differenl groups of
Gapitallsts god arake-off: the shareholder and the lgan stook
holder. Thera are no sharahoidarg In natlomalisad
companigs. Their capital 82 comes om loans, Share-
fholoarsare pald dividends from after-tax profits, intaresat an
loans [ caiculated on prefax protits. A large parm of these
boais rescit from companaation St the govemment paid 1o
theodd privade owrisns

|'I=E||1;_.'-i'i-:-'|1he-rlu:m nalised indusirias, particularly power
industries, make l039es 50 that private industry can banef|t,
Gavaral rationatised indusiries also calculets the cost of
deareciation of capital, ac3atal pradudtion, on the basks of
thl o5l of replacing capital aguipmant ratfar Fan an ihea
current vahws of their aasata. This is pol o say that workers
showld demand Iheirrighis because of kidden nigh profits in
mallgnalised industries for on thal basls they ahould Role
back when (ness INCusiriss genuinely domakn a lops

heo, Lha argument |s that all decisions on nationalised
industrias ara politically inspirad. The governmant can vaio
all propasals which put the responsibility for the capkialisd
criziz on ihe backs of workers in thass indusiries, This Is
wihy nefionaligsd industries are so chary aboul releasing
infosmation on the whesfing and dealing batwesn
themaalves and 1ha Govermnmeant. Evon MPs who wantbed
tnformation on the steal ndustry, the better o make
proposals for slashing jobe, wems denied access to istiars
betwaan Varley and Sir Charles Villlers, Villlers sven
declared himaslf ready fo go to the Tower of Laadan, so
nansiivala thiaanea ol Govarnmant policy making

FIGHT BACK

There is o loss dmamatic but much mana affective policy
that the workers movemsent can adopt to countar the
ConBgHracy against tham in Gowernmeni and |Indusiriai
abralas. Opaning the bpoka and revaaling all tha sonfidential
Information of nationalised indusiries wiil start 1o give a
pedlitical basis to the fight-back againsl redundancias in the
steal induatry, Levland and olhes industrias. H will show Sat
the Labour Government |s the most deadly aneamy in auch &
fight=baci,

Who woubd star such an investigation? Wall, It won't ba
theunkon laaders. In tha row over the Villlers) Varlay corres-
pondancs, Iran and Steals Confedaration secretary Bl Sirs
supported Yilliers refusal o hand cvar on the besala thai "It
ha had handed over the cormespondanca, we would have
basen on hia back.” Mor did press inaks of Michael Edwargas”
plans for Leyland asam much ol a aurprlae 1o unicn leadars
likeDarek Robinson [see pega 2)

Unkon leatars are ug 10 thedr necks in collabasation with
Ihe Governmeant and bosses, Elacied commiiieas,
accountablatetne mnkand fiie (o start tha investigatian, are
the way a workers' solulion to the corislis of Brisain's
nationalised industrian can siart to/ba thraghed oul.

. WANT TQ.KNOW MORE? . -
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Mass redundancies at Leyiand

End participation

Thousahds of Levland workers facing the zack ithis
vear will be pleased (o know thai the wife of Cars
managing director, Derek Whilttaker, is *not worried
gboal money because of her hushand's decision to

quii”.

Few car workers can afford to be so complacent,
wrilkes PAT HICKEY, steward af Levland's Rover

Solihull plani.

L2000 jobs will gooin 1978
atone, according [ plans
outlined by Whitlaker 2t lasi
[Thursday's meeting of the
Cars Couancil, tee top workers
participation body in Leyland,
The proposals were io llne witls
ihe new year revelations by
Mickael Edwardes that 30,000
obswill go by 1580,

SACKINGS

Edwardes i nol one o dao
things by hall. The cut of t=n
per cent i thee warklooee this
year will be accompanied by an
increase o productlen from
TR0, 000 cara last wvear Lo
BIS.000 cars in 1978, The
theme is reduced manning
lewels plas higher productivity.

Paris. of the. full plan.
officiglly uwoveiled by Ed-
wardes. last Monday, were
revealed o Lrade umian leaders
before Christmas, Bul  they
remaioed silent.

There |5 good reason Lo
believe thai che ‘leabe’ 1o the
press were g ploy o enabie the
sl slewards o tell rheir
members - Lhat  they knew
eothlog of the plan il they
fedd the prapers.

PARTY

Even 80 the immediaie
responss of Derek Robimon,
semior steward ai Levland's
Longbridge plant, was 1o
splutier about  the lack  of
consultatiom, rather thasn to
condemn the sackings. Mow
BEofunson will have ‘“consul-
taziout’ o plenty,

Afver Thursday's mesting,
the Edwardes plan will be
taken to a full partlcipatioen
conference in Febroary, The
purpose of the exercise is fo
invalive the union leaders In

achieving the companv's
afjectives with the minirmum
of disrupticon.

Bul Edwardes has already
made i@ clear that the role of
partleipation commilees is 1o

diseugs His
union

Communist

inplementation.
conlemplt  for  his
lackevs, dike
Party member Robinson, w
made clear in his  sEatemment
that these discussions with
emplivess” representatives
*cannol be prodoeged”,

I'he real deciions will be
made L colfaboranian wilh the
Marional Enerprise Boasd wnd
Industry Minister Eric Varley,
S0 mueh for the view exprossed
in th: Communpist Party
pu.rn_n_'nlzl_ o _[ f}']!and 1h.__=n
peErlicipation gives ‘s sy in
[ulure dectsions on irvestment
and lscation of wark which
helps 1o emsure joh secanity’,

INVESTIGATION

Perhaps Derek Robinzon
would mow care o justify the
Commiuilst Party clidm thng;
"Where the guoestion of
recdlundancies has arsen...the
Jinions Bre feCCevidg |-\_"-JIF LErm
warning of this and aliesmnative
work offered.”

In fa=ct participation 5 being
usad I prevent opposition o
th company™s plans, 5o one of
the <enlral demands for
launching a fight back mase b

A end ta call forms  of
P CTHCLP DO e -
In those plants: where

perticipation schemes operate,
militants must demand with-
drawal Trom these Bodies. Al
negobabions must tnke ploce
by glected comeniiless.,

CONFERENCE

The new plans threaten the
security of every Leyland
worker; white callar, akilbed
ad unskilled. They come on
top ol the new wages and
tipsEnlve scheme which will
continue @ hold wages down
and pan future pegotiations in
the hands of the union leaders
nlready up -to thelr necks in
callaboration with manage-
meni.

A npational comference of
Lesland stewards &5 necsssary
1o gnify the work-lTopoe and
prepare  the  light back
conlesenos musl end  partici
pation dnd elecr g leadership
committed to fighting for a
decent  wags for all of
Levland's =orkers and 1o
apposing redundancies and

spesd up.

[t should also call for ao
iveslisalvon  inta  the com
pany's books by oan cheeted

committes o essablish the real
aluation in Levland — for
expmiple estimating The amoant
of momesy creamesd of f o the
Finance haonses in interest

Whble expohiig U ongotnig
seandal of the millions 1.'-4I.
pounds allscated o the "slusl
Tund', it would alsg need o
enquire ioto the books of the
caomponend. sapplisrs o dis-
cover hmy they manage 1o
double and treble their profils
in servicing @ ‘hankrupt’
Lerlamnd.

COMMUNIST

The Commupiar Party will
argue thal the newly revived

on sn inlernalinieel -cube.
lng run e

The scrapgie Tor secnlisn wecks 12

il ik morkers apmmsi
Eihan ol miher appres

Cars Group Combine meeting

an 21 Jameary will plap and
o cipbioade welicmn. Har boclies
like this an  the  pasl,

unaseouniable s the rank and
file, hawe mever been maoee Lthan
a facespver for the senlos
shewntids

And they really serape e
barrel when they saw thal thers
nra teo many Levlamd stewards
fior g full copferemas, W need

them all, We can hire the
Albert  Hall i necessary.
FIGHT BACK

Siciulist Challenge support-
ars througivoul Leyland will he
puttng  resadutions in shage
stewards commitrees calling
foran end 1o parteipation and
for a matonoal conierence Lo
prepare the fightback, All
plant bassd siruggles such a3
that at the Spe=ke plant on
Merseyside musl receive the
TEANICAWIT  SUppOTL 0 over-
oo thelr present isolation.

1f we do pot stand togetier
wewill hanp separately — with
Edwardes tighrening the noose
and participation commities
relenzing the trep  door.

will In Ehs
g hiih rke
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HOW THEY CENSORED
SOCIALIST
CHALLENGE

Within the last week Socialist Challenge has received
anonymously through the post copies of documents
which appeared to be internal memos and
correspondence from British Leyland. If genuine these
documents reveal a trail of corruption and bribery.

Statement from
editorial board

Becauwse Sochalisr Chalenge
e Aol e The resogroes o
check the muthenticity of these
documenls we handsd them 1o
n national pewspaper, with an
agreement that we would
publish on the same. day.

When that paper approached
British Leyland, the compaiy
promised {0 comment on the
documenis by |1 noom on
Tuesday 17 January — the day
W go [0 press.

When thal tme -arrived
Leylaml was sill refusimg 1o
comment. Instead they comi
acted the police, The editors af
boih the national newspaper
and Zocirlist Chollrnge were
then comtacied by Depective
Chicf Superintendent Wilson
of Scodland Yard, on behall of

ke Director of Public
Prosecution.

We wére then formally
wikrnied Lhat if we published the
documents we could be found
in coniempt of court.  This
could mean a crippling fine and
passible imprisonment, The
case in question is that agains
Grakam Barion, the Leviand
executive who leaked doce
ments on the skosh fund o the
Dhrily Mo lasd year. Two ol
these were  later sadd 1o be
foTgeries,

Sociolin Chalieape decided
Aol Lo pulhiah the doCuments in

uesibon, but we publish one.on
this page, which we were told
5 not invelved In the Barton
forpery case. This document
reveals thai the ‘market facior’
— the polide perm For bribes and
illegal pavyments 1% &l
pomtinuing, despite ofTicial
denizls from koth Leykand and
the Chrvermmenl,

The decision not to pablish =
made for thas issue of the papes
onby. We are seeking urpent
legal advies on the possibility of
publishing these docunseiis ina
fulure issue.

Cipe Lhing we can state. Bvery
day natsoital EWEPRPErs, and
indend Lhe belft press, publish
articles which are ceehnically in
coatempt . of court. They are
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glush Funed to the Cakly Mail.

vl threadened By 1o0p police
oflicers, Mo charpges ane made
againgl them

The reason we hoave been
warned by the police is because
of the naturs of the documenis
we have — listing how,, whom,
and how moch [eyviamd bribe.
Ihey involve the very top of
Leviand management and huge
suImS—in one caxe a ol ol
700, 00,

1t 15 obyions thatl Leviand and
the Labdur Crovernment would
da everything in their power o
slop the peblication of such
documenis. Thar is why Chief
Superintendent Wilson con-
tacted us,

The affairis the Lates: stags in
a cover-up which sireiches hack
sivn. months, The case againmst
the Mail allows Leviand o
sweep  unmder the  carper
decuments thatl even the
compaity has never clEimed 1o
be  [orgerpes. It was hese
docaments— as well a8 =ome
nEw oRes— TIEL Wi inieneed 1o
publish

Thiz week Levland bosses
threaten to sack thousands of
workers, This week a5 well
evidenoe emetged of n cover-up
by the Department of Tndwussry
an the ranming ol the
nationalised British  Seeel
Corporalion. MNow [liene are [he
threals againsd Sodimfied Ol

EREE,

We say that working people
teave cvery right to know what
poca on i nactienalised
indusirics, We say the artempis
to censor are & direct attnck on
the {ree press. We say that in
this instance the contempls ol
COMErE - issue  as JiEsl - &
smiokescréen—ond more al-
Lempt al & coved-up.

We demand 2 loll workers®
imguery inka lew pationalised
industrees &re ruil.

Ini the meaniime e imake this
provmise, This iz by 80 méans
the end of the affair, We silll
huve the documents and one
wiay or pnadlier we will make
sure fhat their conlests
become known 0o the sboar
Ty e T,
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GRAHAM BARTOMN —— the man who leaked details of 1ha Laykand

nr

W, Seiler = Lousanae Hah Ireatisn
0. "Nacicles

14.2.77
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E-—E . This lsg-ta

L confirmm the aegotnting nrogedure for special cormissioaa lmom
q t] as Mavlet Factor? i4 recpect of Ieyirwd Corg. A gimdlar procedure will
g & ) LT K
i eperate in due course Tor legland Tyvew ool s,
i -
.r ]
1 | & | P L. L . - 2
il % 0oz before the 10:zh woerkine day followinz the cad of cach rospeeiive
1 poriod: :
e S e 3
1_41- (1) @ob Field will' Gelex 4. Seller with Uil vidue 87 the "Market Vactor
’ g for the peried (ke will seid ar have seai detadls of {his total
]_""'"I'; fipure gseparately).
Baieed

T, b f35) Bob Tield widT send Cilbert Vockles a copy of thiz telex with the
ralevant crodit onoves from Leviend Cors, y

The yalue of the "larket Bactor® wll be accopnted For Ll the pordiod;
2 .- 1 u
{i) by BLIS sg aw exponse similtimeoously cetablishiwr the rezpective

lishility

{iL) by BLIS a8z dncoms Gebdiise Leyieid Corg

{824 theretyr the expeace of BLIS ol dheone af 0545 w1l offset cach
ather L1 e peridd

&; The précize accotat .cxies U 2o used fop Licct trodsnciions will oo
debermined =dter consulialivas wita V. Ssilsr,
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This decument suggesis hat iha money @& ‘laundered
thtaugh BLIS — British Leyland |Iniarnaticnal Servides, in
Switzerand. From thare 11 Hinds 15 say inio the packets of 1ha
powarmmeani officials narmed in ather documents.

Previous  allegations concarning 1he operation of 1hae
Leyland ‘slush fund’ suggested paymants were made up until
bugust 1876, This document suggests ihe ‘marked factor was
operaiad alinr this date — ustll February 1877 &t lea.

THIS 15 he ona document the Dimaciar of Puplic Prosacutions
did not prewant ug from peinting

It desls with 1ha accaunting procadurs for what s known &8
the Madiet factor'; alsg known as “spesial commigslons . i is
claar from other docurments 10 our possession thal “speclal
comrigaian’ 15 the berm usaed 1o desaribe R brebing of foreign
government affiglals. 11 i what Dobson retarred to as “bribing
wopa' in ne nolorspus aHar-dinner spesch.
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Lessons of FBU strike

Troops and b

I shudder to think whai would have happened to me if
il was mol for the police’. That was Terry Parry afler
be had squirmed past 350 lobbying firemen al ihe
Bridlington recall conference. And no wonder.

A majority of three o one accepied Rees' surrender
proposals and the mine week old firemens’ strike was
fimally crushed by its own leadership and the TUC,

After starting & sirike with
evenl preater public aympathy
than the miners' strike of 1974,
the comference Bcocpied an
offer within the Govermment's
10 per cent code.

In a -press conference
following the debate Terry
Parry clasmed ihai: *Long lérm
pams m owages and condilion
Bave been wion, Lhal other Lrade
wizion leaders would ghve thetr
right arm fog.” But when asked
whal puarantees there were that
the pay promises would be
imumuine from the fourth round
of ncomes policy in Movember
being moded by Jim Callag-
han, hesaid “‘promisss from Mr
Callaghan himsei™

Bui the strike was called
precisely becamse of the Fxlbure
of Labour and Tories io
homour past prodnises o pay.

Mor is the FBU going back 1o
work in a sieong position o
ealores those promises. Io
Lincolnshire, for cxample, the
Cownty Council i5 going on the
offensive and caiming that
fewer applinnces used for fire
cowver during the strike are now

sulfscient for permanent use
Bul even il the promises of
lulure fcreases are metl, this
cannol compensate for the ol
L0 ekl wemges witich the firemen
are suffering now by accepling
B3 per cemi. More could have
been won, bui when the FBU
leadership failed 70 call For
aciive support from the 17
union leaders who voted In
support of @ compaign agins
the M) per cemf ai the TLAC
Cieneral Council meeting of 2|
Devemiber — demanding that
they orpanise national wilidar.
ity actlon — they = up thesr
members Tor defeal,

RESPONSIBILITY

It was because more could
have been won, and the FBLU
lendership failed 10 take the
steps 1o achiewe it that chey
st bear the responstbilicy for
the defeat of the strike alonp
with the TUC Genernl Cawneil,

1here are those i the leftr
who would Like to think other-
wite, The Morming Stur, in jis
Editorial of 13 Janoary, says
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the real responsihality lies fnod
with the l=adership of the Fire
Berigades Unian’, but with the
Cieneral Councal majarity.

[his i3 hardly suiprising,
since to have criticised the FBLU
l=adership would have nyeant
faging up to the egually
dizasirous. failure of the TUC
minority, inchuding Commun-
pisl Parly member Ken Gill, to
wEpE a campatgn  bor  omass
sodidanty action by ather trade
unloniss with e fi.lu'l:l'.cu..

The maln challenge o the
emion leadership from the
ranks of the FBLI came from

the 'Bank and Fil= Firemen”
prinppiogg, - Aller the ooy of
the Hrdlingtaa conference, &
cmeeling ol 150 Trreinen
discwassd the leszons ol the
siptke. lhin Fltepatrick: of
Battersed FHU arpacd:

‘If there is ooe thing every
man hers is commitbed 1o, i is
driving Terry Parmy onr of the
uninn, The achievemeant of this
strike 5 tha! many workers
leave come o andecstand Lhe
eeed 1o demnoeratise the wnion,
Thalt means removiog the
waccountabiss.

“We have to make sure that

Ford shop steward victimised

[uoded | HIOHHMLE HHOE (0t

Over the last ten days the Ford management, sided
and abeited by union Convenors have succeeded in
sacking one militant shop sieward and causing fwn
oihers 1o lose their credentials. STEYE HARPER
explains what happened in the factory.

FOR S0ME Lime now he
company has boen looking For
prefexts to get rmid of these
stewards. Their pressure suc-
cecded in  petting the trade
union officials to send letters to
the shop stewards threatening
them with disciplinary action,
The so-called crimes of cthess
sipwards have heen that chey
lave been doing thesr job loo
well. They have consstently
fought agaipal speed-ups,
dangerous working condidons
and sackings.

CONFRONTATION

Thiz has progght them into
confrontaison , with the con-
venors and umion officials. The
latter have over the years
dewgloped a cosy ‘don’t Tock
the boat® relationship with the
company, This relationship
was cemenied by an aEresment
after the paint, trim and
assemhbly plamd sirike st June,

The terms were as follows: the
company woubd give p 24-hour
notice before any lay-offs
provided that all disputes were
1aken thromgh procedure. The
convenars and urion bureacs
rals were only oo happy o
aceept, % it sirengt their
pasitiom in relation to the shop-
floot.

The result of thi= has been
thai the sexior slewards on the
joint works have become the
paficemen far such Agresssents
Even worse the lefters senr by
the TEGWL and the ALIEW o
the comprany ol {holoher 1975,
slatig thal any sacked workers
would ger bomediate  anion
backing. weee withdrawn.

SHOP STEWARD

The reason: given by the
company for sackine miiant
dhop steward Tom HBerming-
ham were that he had
‘eabotaged 8 Ficsta underbody

and wrinated inoan sirduet’,
“uch ro their displensurs and
embarasmend anocher wotker
admitte] that k= had besn
respunsible lor the domage, He
to0 was sucked. The depari-
menl where Tom Bermingham
works voled on 1 Tanuary o
sirtke againsl Lhe sackings, but
& third 1o a ball pesumed work
ander heavy manapenuein
PREESHEE.

CP COLLUSION

The remalnder were 1o be
doalt with by the trade union
oificials. The Joint Works
Commiiter members, who
inclucled longstanding  mem-
bers o the Commuzmist Parcy,
olluded with the managemeni
o send 1Elegrams calling the
mien back (o the deparrment for
& astling the Iollimsving day, 11
wag heee that the Woks Com-
mleeee pemibers recmnmencdesd
& bnoediate return Lo work
withoul Tom™s rednsatemen:
U was accepied.

The following day the com
pany, encouraged by res
sucoess, theealened anocher

shop steward, Dove Way, in
the suine department with the
sack. Mick Murphy, the
TEOWL pificial soggeited o
Woray tlsag e should resipn his
post in order 1o keep his job.
Wrav  refused  and  was
supported by his branch. The
fodlowing day the Toint Warks
Commitliee members called
anciher mesting 2nd persuaded
it that if Wray was nol removed
it woulkl “cresie more trouble',
Theey accusesd Wray of being
lerespoaaible’ for mol giving i
o managemient prossure. In
thi= aimosphers of confusion
and pressure a vobe of no-
confidence was passed apgains
[rave Wray.

SUCCESS

The cornpary. had suceeeded,
in connivance with convenors
and uniom el Feciitls, iminflicting
A slefent on what is Enowsn as e
‘sirong  trsde  union  depari-
menl”. The repemcisaons of
this will e Telf elipwhere. The
oompany are Bosasteng thal they
have drawn up a ‘Hst of
troublemakess.”

VR e o o S O I R
Another Grunwick picket gaoled »ovarmansuserman

CHRISTOPHER ROYS,

g Bradford University

stndent, was arrested on the Grenwick picker Tine last
summer. In September, Roys was fined £50 plns £15
costs [or allegedly wsing threatening behavioor on 14

June.
Roys appeabed hefore Judge
Stocley at Knighishridge

Crown Court on & January,
The judee concluded that a £50
fine was not enough. He senl
Eove to Pentowville Jail for 21
deys. Koys i3 the latest in a
oumber of Gronwick pickeds 1o
be joiled, bt the firsr 1o bave
his sentence raised on appeal.
With more than 200 pickeds still
awaiting irial, Roys is clearly
being made an example of.
Giranwick has been the barcle-
ground in the fight far the right
o picket. Im his ook, Farl

Grumwick, George Ward calls
for o change in the law o
resiTict The number of pickets 1o
six, and Lo prevent amvone Trom
oitside thee flem o disgpure Trom
plcketing. The Maranal Asso-
cigtion for Freedom suppors
such achange.

The Financial Times's Assis-
tant Editor, hoe Rogaly, argues
for changes in the law ro 'moke
the work of the police easier’, in
his hook, Gruswick. The
Tories Favour further change,
and the Labkour Government
sl has announoed the need 0o

Lok ar the pickeding laws,

Whike these people stand for
thig righr ro pickes, they oppose
the rights ofeffertive picketing,
anc s discussions concinue, the
palice and the coerts have wsed
such  deliberations o altack
picketing rights, Thus the enor-
modus pacnleer ool arsesis al
Cirunaick.

The polke have wsed Gron-
wick a3 & tealning ground for
iompraving their ‘militars®
capacities. Pickets have besn
picked up, beaten and chen
released, More sinisier was the
Special Patnol Groop attack on
the Chapier Foad pickel on 7
Movember which bacl o chigrges
of police hrutality from Labow
M Py and drace wnion leadess.

Elclosn  Grarfiths, Tory  and
special podice M conlirmed

that the SPO attack same aller
the Cirumwick bus had gone
thiraagh the Cooper Road gale.
Police kiew this throagh their
*walkle-talkic® system, snd
their arack was pothing bor a
premaditabed decision to inflict
physical donmage on pickets, an
actiom supporied cer by Home
Secretary, Merlyn Kees, in
Parliameani,

A defence campiign for
arrested packets is wital, Funds
are parbicularly nesded, Collec-
bon shieeis can be  oblained
I'oaan Breni Teades and Labour
Hall, 375 High Road, Londan
M ik The MNewsreel Collec-
five film of the svenis of 7
Movember can be abtained
from the Sirike Committes at
the ahove nddrass,

resplutions that are mwaved
thregh  brinches o cedoe
Parry are made o stick'
Democrasy 18 certainly a
ceqral besson, but Rank and
File should have been fightine
for this throughoas the sirugsle
by calling for ‘elected =irike
commitliess ol mrea and
national level wo plan the way
lorward,

Erpmiglty 1t should have besh
fighting inside the wilop to
demand the leadership name &

date  for national - solidarty
action and o national dernon-
siratfon by orther  Airode
uniomists

[nstead Ahe mank mnsk e
group attempied (o sibstitule
sl angd its baletin Tor A
naticmal umion strike bullekn,
raisimg oo dermaiids o the
FEL leadership, cand  simply
calling Tar the rank and fibs 1o
orpaniss Mying pickeds,

Unfortunately even initiatives
al rastk and file level conld nos
e achieved withowt confromg-
iop the urion leadership who
atepped in o prevent the mahi-
liaarion of * other firade

ureaucrats ensure defeat

anigeELs,

In the pbsence of any clenr
wiernalive sirategy for winning
Lt sirike, e execotive wers
alle oo win @ vote for a relurn Lo
work. Wihilic thiz s certainly &
defept for the fireoven, aa for all
warkers suffering wage cuis, &
fighrthack agninst  the umion
ledership s possible,

UNION LEADERS

The claims to IRsuranoe
uflices{ztanding ac £42 T0HL O
L -Movember as dgainsl &n
average of E18 S00LN) e
Eosth - an BVCTaRe 10 19797
ghow ihat it was not only the
trosps, o alsn che TUHC and
the union beaders wha defeated
thesirike.

Thouwand: of firemen realize
this, Bank and File Firemen
chaald now hold a oetional
conference of FELU militants 1o
thrash our & policy which can
reatly challenge Parre and his
suwpporlers oir e exscuthve,
Il prepace the FBL Tor Tefwre
aliupghes.

Low pollin

UCATT

elections

by ‘Building Worker' Editorial Committes

Lefi win conirol® and "UCATT left tom® declared
the building trade press afier the election resulis for a
vacancy on the UCATT execulive. And if that were
troe, it would make the emplovers' blood run cold,

Even the Mowning. Star last
week headlined ils article:
‘Left pdvance in widon™. But
does the election of Kelly, a
Labour Parly member with a
“left of centre wiew' — as he
describes his politics — mean &
left ndvance?

A& cliser sxomination of the
Clgures in Lthe Linion of
Constrdcivon, Allied Trades
and Techniciansy eleclions
shows [n fact the decline of the
left wote, The four leading
sndidates polled as follows:
Kelly: 6,706; McTurk:; 3.765%;
Crraves; 2,.51%; Bea; 2,195, All
of them wre full-ttme oflficials.
The other candidales  polled
less than BWEd woles belween
them.

Oy aboui & per ceal of the
membership bothered 1o vore
— 16,176 oar of 300 000, And
ligche work was dooe Tor “beft”
vigtor Kelly — be wea nor even
formally backed by & Broad
Left meeting in the Morth-cast
becnuse he s an ofpaniser io
Aberdesn, and no-one knew
anything ahmat him,

The HDII‘IJI‘ Htwr could
bBetter lave sawud: “Lell of
cenrre candidave serapes homs
in abysmally low poll as right
wing in LCATT shows fusedl 1o
be even more discrpanized
than the beft.'

Mg Seprember, nominaet-
ions  will open  for general
secretary of the union, Oficial
Communist Farty policy is nod
i stand a- candicate, bul Lo
suppoit the present  assistand
peoecal seeretary, Les Woods,
on . the grounds that the
alteroniive, Hardman, is more
Tight wing

This continual cringing
be=fiare the FCATT leadership
hasg mnot . produeged any
dividends. The CP has moved
rapidly o the. right since
publication of Heilding Work-
ers Charter ceased in 1976,

The CP has also moved o
the right on te fsswe of dvaley

between UCATT amd the
Transport Unlon. Several ol
their leading lights hawve
attacked che TOWU owver
recruitment of building work-
ers, especinlly Pamy members
and Building Groap secretary
Peter Kavanagh. Wol all CPF-
members have gone along wilh
these polscles, bar Hitle a1 oo
apposiion has emerged.

A picker last Friday ourside
the avil engineering cmplavers
of fige shows the attitude of CF
members in UVCATT, The'
mckel was W proiest ot the
death af four construction
workers on the Littlebrook
power slalion sile, and  was
called by Kawinagh, The
Mornlng Star mentiooed  the
picket only briefly mwo days
before, and oo leading O
members o UCATT - showed
their facea thore.

A proup of building workers
brake nwpy froms the CF foe the
London Joint Sites Commite:
in September, 1974, and
formed o Rank apd File
Bailcling Wiorkers Commities,
Since then we have produced
eight issues of the paper
Buiiding Workes.

The framework ot a
natiooel orgamisation  was
thrashed out Inst vear, bt if is
siill very weak, and there has
b mio national acrivisy aparn
Freurs sefling Lhe paper

IT the Commuanist Parcy
daes pnol - cmpaign  or o po
farward a candidsie on a
principled polley for the
general secretary's positlon
thers js a scpong possibility thar
Huilding Worker will moun: a
campiign for socialist policies
around a candidate, following
un open nitional meeting of all
Beilding Worker supporters,

Copies of the Bailding
Worker policy. stniement and
cight fssues of the puper urc
wvailahle from: 1TH Stwdhnlme
Sireel, Londun SEIS. Price
Slip,
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Mc}'-(jnnﬂn affair

Get rid of him!

MUCH lor Labowmr's
Brluin having ‘the mosi
advamced antl-racist lnws o the
world®, which Callaghan
beomsied aboui in India. For
despiie demonstrations, pro-
bests =l 113 Lahour MP's
demand lor his dismissal,
Judge Neil MeKinmsn remains
im offce. And Tascind leader
Kingsley Read fwces molhing
merre (han the slogan “Black is
Beavtiful® daubed om the side
of his semi-detached Black-
bhorn hnuse,

by SUE LANDAL

Judge McKinnon, a whice
Australian immigrani, who
doesn™t mind being called
‘nigger” by an ald  school-
Trieind, has asked not @ handb=
further cases raising race
issues. And the Lord Chan-
cellor ‘in the circumsianoes, is
taking no further action’.

Mot 8 very pood advertise-
ment of the Labour Govern-
ment’s commiliment to fighi-
Ing racism bt Lhe people of

Black community bookshops say:

‘We won’t be
terrorised’

DOES HOME Secoefary Mee-
Iym HRees wanl 3  pogrom?
That's the guesiion the
Bookshop Joint Action. group,
a group of bhookshops which
lave been wllacked by Tascists,

ase asking.
And on Teesday they
picEeted the Home OFfo: @

protess &t the ingcton of the
palice mrad Home Offlor when
koakshops have been Fire-
boinbed, and Lo hang in their
filLh better v Mr Rees drawing
his atEenitn Lo the threats and
altacks againsl them.,

IT e [afth Lirng lucky this
tkme they mught receive a reply
Because the four previous
letters were dgmored, mis
placed, and enly one replied 1o
by o card of acknowledpenient
wirce lnsl Febreary — slmost a
FEEL R,

The Bookshop Jolnt Actlon
sy the imaction of the police
amd their failure to arresr any
ol the [Cascists who are
terrorsang Leem s astounding.

‘The unuaual failure of the
Palice and the Home {4fce
raises the wery serious guestion
of cor rr"ll'i.'":r :ltl.'“'b:-'\.l'l il’."..[ll.'l.l'l‘\.
of the police  and  the
nen-fascizt forces in the
country®, they say. And they
vite exampies ol the attitude of
the Metragpotitan Palice while

BEWARE/!
MEELQ

miaking Lher  emnguiries inio
attacke on  Ltheir dhops.
Headstart  bookshop - in

Morth Londoa were told Chat
the police would ool Be able (o
moiinl an 24-hour warch puard
alter they received throatcning
phone calls saying “Migger get
aui. Some time this wesk we're
gung to bomb you' —
jollowed By Ltheir windows
being smeashed in Movernber
a1t venr,

They could only g@ve thae
sort of prodection 10 Backing-
ham FPalace and Downing
Srreet,  the police ild
Headstan. And dpe semior
police officer supgestied hat
unless the fascisid were caughi
in the act ornear i1, 1@ would be
difficult to make arrests. Bur
the bookshops, most of which
serve the Black communive, are
standing  firm. and say: “We
win'l be rgrrovised oud of
exislence', Thev are  asking
anli-Tascinds to taite the matter
wILN faILy organisation they are
b, and write te the Home
Secrotany expessine concern al
the aittacks and awger al his
toral indifference. Furlher
information from: Bookshop
Joint Actlon, 54 Chlgnell
Place, Epling, London Y15
ITel: =573

NIGGERS

S see Wres!
a0 DYEY

X

BOX 5414 Lneoln, NE S5504

This filth wasaflixed oulside The Diher Bopkahop In lelington jasy

wWeak,

Indin, Bangladesh and Paki-
stan in whom Callaghan
recently payed a vigit. Much
ks 50 o buck people in
Hritain, @ whom Read was
relerring when lee said: “One
down, a million o go°. They

SPINELESS

are wnlikely 1o agree  with
McKinnop that “Well, thut can
mean anvthiog, can it oo

The Labour Government
has this wezk amphr demon-
strited that it is witerly
spinedess in the face of racism

By iLs lailare 1o ﬂ:-s.ml_ss
McKinnon © for  his racist
rematks. The while case has

however sparked off comiro.
WETEY cvem  among  the right
wing colummlais af  Lhe
national press. The Economis
comes out i favour of
‘limiting the expression of
omestly held opindons — b
enly when freedom of
expression  conflicts. with
another, mare imporiant nghe,
which in: this instance is .o
show wour face where vouo
ANt to in peace, even wlen it
be hrown or black”,

And Pereprine Worsthorne,
a self-confessed “Tory reafist’
on gueestions of race and aae of
Fleel Streel’s most - prominemd
Ii|2|'.t-'.hir|5 scribes, says his
own views cannol be  fresly
cxpressed  withool  giving
affénae ‘o peaple who are now

RACIST'REALISTS'
my fellow citizens',

He describes Judps - beo-
Kinmim's remarks as demon-
siraling 's somewhnt [ight
earted amd pocular approach
1o Lhese meatters”, of which he
implizs disapproval. Tory
realisiz Like Mr Worsthorne
claim to have taken race
questions . seriowsly all along
wml recognised while rmicism,
wlich they clearly share, in
lheir desire g resirigec
immigralion and thus identify

hlack people & their own
pnrablem, fince yod  must
expeict racism where twere are
Mack people. Bar he dossa’c
think “that ‘even he shoutd be
Iree 1o incite  baired - ngainst
those back people.

You would expeci 3 Labour
Crovermment o take that view
1 — in fact o 8 implied in
the new 1976 Race. Refalions
Ace, You would expeet theem (o

want tn mainrein 8 facade of

prodecing black people eap-
ecidlly as the new law is part of
the whole ‘race relations
iJl-Jur\.lr_'_-". set up nob by black

ople in their own interssie

ut by the Jovernment as an
infermediary berseen the Siale
and those people who sufler
Iroan racism. That way these is
& machinery to dissipate their
strugeles apxinst their oppress-

FOIL.

INDEPENDENT?

But whatever law is passed la
agen Lo interpretaiion in the
courls by the “independent”
judiciary — people liks
blcKinnon — and they may
notr plways have the same ideas
on race relations “as the
Government, much less as
anti-racisis, 17 the MeoKinnon
Judgement shows anything, it
i= that the independence’ of
the judiciary is never an
independence i favour ol the
labour movement, but an
active boost 1g peaple  like
Tascist Kingsley Kead or (o the
mstitutionalised police harass-
ment which is & dally realiiv
for muany hlack  people,

fnlisnacisls in the Labooi
Farty musl now urgently
challenge the Labaur Covern-
meni — unbeas they wani o
allow nfl the pood effect of the
recent - broadcast againal the
HMational Front 1o be desiroy
edd. And all anti-racisis alowld
ciniinue the campaign f0 88ck
Sekinen, and refuse tooallow
rAciaEs W hokl pubdic office in
the judisiary or anywhere else

Lk lime lazciel |sader Cleaver |inin Cuthbartson] in & acens Fram
Dieatiny by David Edgar, 1o e shewn an BBCT at 9.25pm on 31
danuary, Theplay sheiches the revival of British tasciam in the lais
1860 and ihe consclows decigion 1o uee rece bo propel itsall onto

the political scemna.

On ane side we sae the splils belwsen the 'lazcisis’ and
‘popullsts', om tha olher the paralysis of the Labour Pariy In The {ace
o Fagtiam, conimsied with ihe self organisation ol striking blsck

workmrs,

Though Destliny is a tough palliical drama, fhera is no aver-
simplification or cardbosrnd characters, Mot onky s 11 the bast-
evarBritishplay onracism and fascism, T remaineg tha beai play {a
have appeared on tha Wast End almalnrmml:m- Make surs you
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A WA TOR broadoasting wilon
her adopres a code of canduct
an how its members who
ariginiule rews and correnr
@l lairs progrommes should
deal witk face reporiine. There
v als 2 clmuse dealing with
drama &ed hgh! entertainmendt.
The code — based on o ihe
palicy of the journatisis” union
— has just been accoplod by the
peneral council of the Associa-
ticm of  Cinemstograph;, Tele-
wisaoiy dnd Allied Tachnicians
Flaywright David Edgar, a
member of ACTT's “eguality
gomimictee whtch dralted the
gode, savs that i1 establishes a
union paiicy © of - nol - beiog
rewital on domestic racism.

EBHMUNICATIONS | Ho

R‘ﬁlynﬂldhﬂmﬂdtltl.

I B gope calls i rmembers not
o grigingre  marerial “which
CRCalRrafes discrimination or
incires katred oithe grounds of
rage, cplour, creed or national
origin,’

I7 wavs thai the sympothesss
presemiarion  of  racis  ideas
should ke discouraped, - ansd
thal bhlack: and andicriacisd
orgamzatoi shoald have an
aupamnrie and conlempara
neous right of reply wihenever

sacist allegations are made o
TACISE views sxpressedd

In drama and light snierrain-
Tent, the code calls Tor the
auriraval ol blacks sned other
éthnic muiporities as ordinary
aranbersal the cannunily.

&1 ALCT | 's anndal con-
fergncs last vear, deleganes
marrevwly defepred — by A4
wires 1o T — & motion oopudl
aut the plies onoany pany
palitical brogdeast by the
Hational Front. For this
reason, the new code 15 so lar
confiesd 10 propfamnie orgi-
natars. such a5 producers and
direciors, rocher than  those
wha handle material, such as
CIREra |1;|'.-Ez':|.|:-::-r'\. and Tilm
o

Fn.-

M;rtln 'thslnr nullldu Lnndun Bmudtanﬂrrq pdnrlu-dlmuu'.lnn
ramnime, Including the Bishop ol Woolwich, on

iha Monty

[TEiEssnrs,

Inrmy view, the code 15 & firsy
dep.” savs Dadgar, “and i wili
prove ol limited valioe unless
it s ultimately enforceahle
Bart of the imgpetus 1w draw i
upcane Zroun the MUY and the
Campaizn Azamal Bacivn in
ihe Media, and Ihope that the
OOpOsren o facksm that s
now buaill up within rhe labowr
mmowvement will help o o win a
harder e,

THE CHELMSFOELD cam-
paipn apalnsr eacist prejadice
and organisatlons got & big
boost af lts second meeting [n
Chedmaford's AFL House on
Thuarsday 12th Janwary, Foriy
delegates, individunls, amd
observers, from fourieen
aorganisation: learnt  that
SNALGD, ome of the lorger
whirte=coliar wmions in Exsex,
hutl dunpted £50, The Essex
Coounily Bronch of the Maiional
wndl Lacnl Giovernmeal (Ffi-
cers  Association has alie
decided o alfilizte io the
campaign.

Speakers from the Andi-Mazl
Lewgue amd the Mewham
Communily Renewnl Pros
grumme  will e invited 1o
wilidress the Murch meeling of

L0 Felruary 15 now the dace set
for the WF mesting in . Bolron
Town Hall, John Tyndall will
be ike main.=penker. The
conanzit e Slearly determirned
1o aliow The meeting 1o lake
place doapile NCresiaiLg pres-
sure Troon the fzade wmioi
ALVENCTIL. INYMIETAnD. argant-
satians and MPs.

There is cvery sign thai the
Trades € ouncil’s picker will he
o laree ane bui rhe Commpniry
Relitions Councl, supporied
l'l:.' e lacal Labsur Parcmy, 18
trvimg 1o undermine its suppar
by orgamizing an Calternative
meeting” on ragial  harmory
glsgwhen: in the town &l Lhe

ihe cnmpaign.

Laxi week's amcressfuol
meeling conceniraied om
enploring. @ wide runge of
posgibdities Tor Tulure action.
Edwcaiion aynind rods prej-
widlce, iheatre gromp  shows,
leaftetting, exhibitions, haol-
dava los inmer-cily  childres,
and aclive opposition o the
Ballonal Frogt were some of
the swppesilons. A molios
criticlsing Judpe MeKinnos Tor
his recont remnarks will be semi
v the local MPe and the Losd
Chuncellar,

[HGeers elecied wene: Seere-
1ary — Lorahum Evans [Libersl

parly|, Treasarer |
Dempsey |Labowr Pariy]. and
Fress OMficer — Jobn
Whitfheld [NALGO].

sapie fioe as the MF mecting,
(he CREC have asked ioumig-
rant arganisations 10 boveott
the picket and atremd the
meeting inslesd,

Thix makes it all the more
necessary for anti-lascists in the
Muorth Wesl f0 muabilise Tor The
Beltor packel.  Just asx
tmpot i s ke proposed MNF
odeting o Tameside — soene
of their Last manjor defeat — on
16 Janparv, ‘where  ihe
ameside CARF isorganising a
picker

Further delails and infonme-
ICT TR P T ] _.'"-'EII DsiTiell, 52
Yewdale Gardens, Bollon.
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Crisis of Society,
Crisis of the Left

The last period has witnessed a significant crisis
of the revodutionary l=ft in Britain, The fact
that some orgamisations sHll Faal to see thisis, in
dself, an indication of the extent of the crisis.
Whiile the far left has clearty grown in size Over
the past tem yeers, i would be extremely foolish
to deny that §l has [aced severe probbems.

The largest and most significant orgsiiea-
thon o the dell of the Communist Pariy is the
Socislg Workers Party (SWE L L has been i:;j
ﬂﬂ:ﬁlﬂ' characierized by & sectarian politic
lime mrn:mﬂyund:m-:n:tall-:i.luﬁnrl-li:m-:-
tmres. Thelatier has even been presenied by the
WP leadership as 2 *virtue” in s appeal (o e
Commuonet Pariy lordiscussions,

The Workers Revoluticnary Party and it
daly paper Newslioe e combined pofitical

ankim with & systematic and deliberate

fakification of the positiens of s opponcuts
o A scals rarely seen owtsids the most extreme
Sialinist sects. The Mifitant current in the
Labour Party has adapied more and more 10
the social-democratic milien ond has, in the

proscess, dispensed with & whole oumber of
Ylarxisl posilinns.

Outade of these change 1o poliibcal organi-
sutioms there bas also been a whole series of
developments in the women’s movement, the
trade undons, and vasious theoresical currents.

Finally, and directly affecting this paper,
there lsthe International Marxizss Group which,
130, wis nof immune from sevioos polilical
errors and went throogh a period of lengthy in
ternnl debpde in 197076, The conclusion ol this
debate calminated in the lnunching ol & whole
series of dnitintives, which included Socialiss
Challenge but also invalved Sogizliat Unsity, the
Snciadist Teschers Allianoe, asd the Socialist
Slodents” Alliasce. Lt 5 obvious. thay & re-
composition of the exreme lefi wing ol the
workers' movemenl i Laking place al the mo-
menl — o which caises obviows questions as
Lowhal lessons vasious forces have drawa from
l|T5L weara of the class srupgle,

| thie raises the obvicus guestion: whai
specific features of the class strugzle in the lasi
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TRABAIO

perind haye tested the revolutionary left, found
large sections of it wanibig, and produced the
present burmal T In owr opdolen the answer (o
this guesstion relates (o the whole traditions of
the Labour movemenl in Britain as a whole,

The dominznt traditicen ¢f the Marxise el
in Brilain is ane which wag best summed up
in aapeech delivered at the pecenr confersnce ol
fhe 5W s “Rack and File Movemenl', The
sprakor coneerned declared, fo loud spplioge:
SIF v fook grfter the fitle things the g (ies
ool after themaelves,'

[he statement could e sipwually raken as
the moren -for hew all the dominans sections
of the lendership of the working class have
histarignlly atiempred to wapge the class
strupgle, lgpnore swch big questions as the
Empive, the oppression of women, Irelznd, na-
thanal  politics,  Concentrate instead on the
*hread and butter questions!, This bas been the
hitstoriced wisdam of the reformist  workine
class movement, s indiffercnos to theary”,
polies, loernatonal guestions, or ary. big
fssme whatever is legendary.

HARRDY ECONCMISM

This attitude, of coorse, was mol o racial
charsrteriztic of the *British'. 1L hacl its malenial
base in the very real strengih of British capital-
jum. And such a position, even at the best of
times, did ool just produn: betrayals ol the
colontal natons  and e mos IZIFI'[.'IEL"'EH?:I.
aectbons of socierny, but also l=d o severs sei-
backs for the working class movemeni
itself, The politics of militant synclicalism col-
Inpsed when confromted with the First World
War. The failure 1o support women's suflfrags
helped in handing the bulk of the women™s
voles Lo the Liberals and the Toeles, The pefuzal
1o solbdarise with the saruggle of the [rish
peaple led do the eetablishment of the
Orange angleler in the Mok, backed by
Comservadive reactiim inlirirans.

Buz in spite of thess sethacks the attitude em-
bepdied in “look after the lirtle things and the big
things will Innk after themselves” seemed — in
general == “toowork’. After all the trade onion
mivemenl grew, relforms were winl, @nd de-
Feats wers reverssd. The lew people ol caved
on- ghaul  Cimperiabism’, C‘relorm or revo-
Juticm®, "the characier of the State’ wereall foul
ol tmsch with realiiy’ and could safely be ig-
nored, The ‘reatitbes of the Beitlalh woekers
mivernenl’ were considered piore profound
{har all this borne “Oerman -asd - Bussian’
sLUfl. The [ad that these “realliles” reflecied &
ceniury and ahalf of bourgeois domination was
canyeslently forgorren.

FUTILE SECTARIANISM

Flowing from this hasic approach, came te
vapious seconaiary hot crucial chnacteristicg of
“Brinsh Marxism'. First on the Hsl was solt-
ariamism. The *lifiles things fire! foomuala is an
ideal recipe for the comstruction of s In
Wnre™s Tameas words: *The sect wees the Justifi-
catian Tor i exialence aind HE point of bopouar
ne in whai bobas i commor with the
class mowemenl bt io the pariiceiar stibbolesh
which distinguishes it from the movemsent,’
The refizsal o confronl e ‘hig problems’
meant eleviting tactics arwle above prig-
raamme and pedicacs. The failere Lo aiilg on fin-
damenrals was explainsd by the necesilly o
have complere agreement on Laclical aitd soc-
andary gquestions, The whole Marxisl condept
of aporgrmisation which is indeed founded ona
programme on the big quedtions, bud within
which it is gbenlutely inevidninle and srfaral thai
there will be many disagreements oo sLralepics
and Lactics, was aimasl completely absent on
e Lelt.

CRISIS AN
PSRN A

From this sectarianizm flowed, in hirp, the ar-
diude to intermal demoerncy, TF litibe jsaues
really come before big anes then even & smaall
difference in an organisaten mual be s faode-
merital threat torits praletasian Boe. Any person
whn came Torw with a difference wasn's
somanne with dighitly diffecen: ideas on how to
gel something Eloﬁe., of wis actually quite
wromg on some @etle or other, but was ob-
vigsly the reticamation of Burnbam, Shachi-
man, Mariov, Kautsky, Sialin or someone else
trom Lhe gallery of revoldtionary anti-heroes

LABDURETRATEGY

When, on Gccasion, some recalatrant mem-
bers Jdid want to einphasise the imporcance of
big guestions, such 85 the Labour Pariy,
wignen's appression, or Irelond, they were
treated with derision and comlempt. “Workers
are ool interesied in these guestlons', was the
staple responss. Tnoany case these isoes di-
verred attention from che 'lictke  guesisons
Thass whin challenped such a wiew wire "peLiy-
hourgeois acadernics, Teminials, third-world-
wes ete. LF they perasted they bad o be ea-
clatded Trons the ' proletacian party'.

The resulis of thistradition were devastating,
They justified splits, rejected undersaking uni-
e netion, trampied on internal democrcy and
fmiled 1o grasp the central political guestions
conlrenting the bele This traditon can fe pro-
perly delinsd a3 Acfopal eronemis secrarian.
it 115 ideological expression was ook aflar
U Little things and the bigihings will look after
Ml ”

For a revaludonary left broughe up in this
traditien, the period which opened up in | 946E

Last week Social
at how the crisi
affected the ref
left. We challe
which they gave
solutions they o
part of the art
argues that the p
found much of tl
the revolution

and led 1o imporiant working class victories ir
1972-4, seemed fo conflrm all s prejucdices .
After all maost of the struggles were pasow ic
soopee, when compared o other commlries.
Four-lilths ol the days lost in sirikes were o
wape disputes. The mass, overily political
strupgles wiere almeost all connacied with trade
wition clghes: the strugele against the Industrinl
Relnriona Aect, the adng of the Five and the
mineTs apainst wage conlrols. There were pons
f the mase srrugples and scrikes against repres
sicm, major convulsions aver iksues such as di
vorce and abortion, collapse of  regime:
iHrough colonial wars, formalion or posi
vility of Popular Frontisc and other ‘excen
tGonal' goveroments such a8, oceucred i
Poriogal, France, ltaly, or Spain,

Lo spite of rlese Hnatacions, bowever, G
workess' movement appeared o be aclbeyn ;
spectacular suceesses. The lndustrial Kelation;
Hill s smashed, the Heath Govermment was
brought doven by (e mimers, and living ston-
dards aciually weor up. Cddu’t that prove thas
the 'Tiecle things' governed the ‘big things"?

O course, fhere were the pessimists who
were nol Lotally sacisTied with:this conchision.
They wereacguing that these vichories were wan
el becanse of the advancex] characier ol the
ateugple, bur besanse of the exceptionally [av-
awrable social relncipnship of forees Tacisg the
Birltlch working cluss. They pointed our thai
sreupgEles of This chasavier dlone were nad sufhic-
lent for a patitical leap forward: They argusd
that the Hriligsh sorkers confronted a skilliul
and pewerlul rablog ¢lass which could arifise iz
political streagif 1o overpower the working
plass’s pollical weakmess, All rhess ohjection:
were disotissed our of hand by the bulk of th_
Left. “whar martered was nod this inllectualis
rubbash bur “bread and butter guestions'. Thr
sirupghed in the peniod [968-74 resinforced thi:
eropomism of the bulk of the far lelt. Th
oajor crisis which it confromis today is the di




) THE LEFT

rect ouicome of this facl.

The slection of a Labour Doverament In Feb-
ruary 1974 and its re-chection the following
Cigtober brooght out all the political weak-
nesses of the British laboar movement. The
ruling class now had an instrument 8 s dis
pasal which could wage an offensive agains the
workers without meeting an immediate class
hatredithis instrument was a Labour Covern-
mient backsd by the major trade union leaders.

It was confromied with o working class which
wis very sotive and stromg on the EoOmamic
issues, but which had oot fsced up to the big
political ones. The Labowr Governmeni and
trade union bureaucracy used their political
fold over the working class to break up, dis
rupt, and defeat the struggle of the working
class on Coonomic questions.

The fashion in which an mommes policy was
iniroduced by Labowr provides a class dlusira-
tigm of the real politicel way the bureaucracy
defeats the masses. Here the Labour Gover-
ment wtitised the very depil of the economic
crigs and transfacmed i into a political weapon
pgina the wor king class, In 1974, the Labour
Government allowed wage increases. These
were rapidly eroded by inflafion, The Labor
teaders urilised this fact to claim that the srag-
gle could Bring no resulis and was therefore
poditless

Following this, Wilson successlully exploited
the patkonalist and chauvinist weak nesses of the
Labowr left to defest i on the Common Mar
kel referendum. Membershilp of the EEC was a
vital question (or Brigish capital. A successfuol
assaull by ihe workers” movement could have
had drasmatic imphications. But the Benn cam-
paign failed to dent the miling class. 1 put na-
L before class, The reaull was wved sl her de
feat and the further pohitical stremgthening of

{ Challengelooked
of British society
mist and centrist
ged the analysis
f this crisis and the
ered. In this final
le, JOHN ROSS
ssent crisis has also
old ‘traditions’ of
ry left wanting.

the Labouor bureancracy. [mmadiately fodlow-
ing the referendum there was a MASEIvE CAMm-
paign arpund the ‘collapae of the pound”. It was
paralleled byealls for 8 Mational government Lo
deal with the crisls.

I this gliwation, Jack Jones delivered Lhe
linal Blow. He proclaimed thas the Tories or &
coalition bad to be kept out at all eods. The
workers should sccordingly acoept every aacrl-
{bee to keep Labowr in power. The wiber bank-
ruptey of Labourism was nnee sgain revealed in
all itz nakedness. The cempaign was successiul,
Incomes policy was successfully fmposed with-
ot any mass resistance of the sort which bad
defeat=d the Tories.

Since the introduction of incomes policy of
colrse importasl strugples Aove taken place.
Whike some of these have encountered repres-
sion, as outside Grunwick, that has not heen Che
miin reason for the delets.

Throughon this whole period the real trump
card held by the bureaucracy has been polifics.
Whether il be the “natiopal Interest', ‘kesping
the Tories ouwl”, "|1r1"_'1|.'n'i.1|:!. dEI:ﬂEIE-I'FE}' ALEImsL
the siege soomaniy’, o, next in the list, "acoept
Phase four to win the efection far Laboor’, il
has been the iy guestions which U burs-
ciacy and bourgeaisi= have utilised 1o defieat,
disorient and demobilise the ecoinombs SIOUE-
gles, Anystrugghe, to besuccessiul, [488 1o oom-
bine not only milisency but aiso a pofiricad stra
regy to fight the bureascracy., To that probiem
econnmist seclarianisa — the iden that ‘if you
inok nfter the fittle things the big ones look after
fhemselves' hias B0 Answer

REVOLUTIONARY STRATEGY

The posi-1974 permd regresented o triad ol
srenpih betwsen the raditions of “Hritish
sarsism’ and the realities of the class striggle.
The traditions were found o be sexiously
wanting, Thal is what explains tie indedible
miark which the struggles in 1573-77 have l=fron
the Far lelt, 11 (s not that the economic defeals
are [inal, nor thar the days of mass trade union
strugples are over. Whast has e decisive is Lhe
plimpse we have had inio the future of the class
siruggle in Britain, That furars will not be
dominnted by *lirile things' bat by the pgest
possible fsswes of the crisis of Britsh society
and polilica — lssges increasingly inserved imoa
Furopean CONLENT. .

The sconomisd sirategy can provide no an-
seers, Mor can sectariamisite Whar is needed 15
a siratepy which atiempls (o both unite the Ledt
and take up the challenge of bourgenis polilica
by developing a working class pofitical
sirategy. The launching of Socielise Chailemge
and Socialist Unity were our mindest allenapts
1o coniribute Lo reversing the processes of (he
last yeurs.

Bt o bresk with econamism and sectarian-
ism requires @ censgions break with the domi-
nant tradition of the Bratish lell. 11 means learn
ing thal big political guestions are mors impas
tant than “sayle’ or tactica. It means under
standing that internal demacracy s nod a fuxory
hul & weapon withoot which B revolusionacy
party cannot be buill. It means grasping Lhat
united action of revolutionaries and working
for i united revolutlonary organisalion Bo° &n
'ahstucke o building the party®, but a vital part
ol taking forward the sruggle of the working

class and the oppressed. In shost, 0 mesns
standing the enrire conventional wisdem of
British Marxism oo its bead. ko means & policy
based, mot on economism and sectaripnism, but
o paodinacs and the fght for erifed action and
wRifed  organisation.

This is the real challenpe facing the revodi-
rionary bl in Britadn in 1970, The class scugile
his already begun to deliver s verdict on the
tradigions of the British Marxist fefi.  But
whether the criss which is abready wndersay
will he followed sloply by collapse wato & Dew
evununiiss secrarian ghetto for revolutipnanies
socializm in Britein depends on the potions of
the revolutionaries Themasved,

[ iy 1S NS HODD W

I'hie first small sfegs an atlempting 1w develop
A pew stimegy wene Laken in launghing Soctakist
Unity, indevelopments i some trace nnicns, i
the women's mavement, among students, &ivd
i soane etlier felds, How fior ey sieceeded in
cragiing an alternarive peliiioal aad einary
Irrdiiiod - ra fhal ol economise g
sPCiAriERITm; e ek they swoceed 1 grining
Foars for suck @ troditien v iee working class
and oppressed; how far they siicceed in frems
fating thay pelicy imrg the bullding of o rew
reviddiarary orgarisrrion, Wil Bbe dfe
werdsiiok By weltich Tl ety of revoalution-
i dueing e cowming pear will Taaily - De
s,
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|_Long eh Letter . |

A celebration

New Year's day has been a memorable and historic
one for us inm Cage 13. For the first timé, Provisional
and Irish Republican Socialist Party prisoners have
been moved into the same cage — a demonstration of
the unity which repression by the establishment can
bring between republicans and socialists in Ireland.

The benefits to both growps
should be enormous, both
palitically  and  domesticaliy.
With & constand influx  of
prisosers, the monstony of
impaizoiinent will be lessened.
and & wned front agzins the
prison authoritles guaranteed,

It will probably take a while
to get edjusted to this new
development, bt as niost of s
come from the same working
class backgronnd and we are all
anti-imperialist prisoners, there
ahould be little difficalkiy.

Chrisimas was not very
excitang o here, bui it would
have been a lot poorer had it
not beeén for those extras
supplied by [riends and
sympathisers, We had enough
toeat and & litthe to drink, 23 we
have a few expert poleen
makers arcund

VERY POTENT

Poleen “is & very potent
aleobolic heverage made illeg-
ally  iwhich makes it tasie
better) from yeas(, poiatocs.
Fruil and many acher ingredi-
ents. It iswsually brewed in the
ECAnERENS o7 N an asedated
area o oavosd confiscation by
the police, Those caoght
making il are liahle 10 & lseavy
lime or even juil, We were lucky
we weren't caught!

But Christmas wasn't all
exiea Toodd gl niceties, and if
wi N3l been dependent on the
prison  awthorities we would
have had & very poor tholiday’
indeed

Terry George, & fellow
comrade was refused compas-
sionate parole for his grand-
miather’s funeral, even teough
hewns on the [ast slx months of
his® six-yenr sentence. Cathal
Mulhiede, another comirade
wiie lkad omly 17 days left of his
cight ‘and a hall-y=ar sentence

A& CHAIRDE COMBADES
sinn Fein, Britain, withes (o
mdke the following statemem
aboul the situstion that has
given rze 1o the probahbilify of
wo wparate Bioody Suncay
demonsirations, One is suppor-
ted by mearly all the fac Lefi
organisations and both seciions
of the Trowops Gt Movementr.

ORGANISATIONS

The atheris calbed by the main
anci-imperialist force — Proy)
sional Simn Fein and
supporied by the Irish Repub-
lican Socialise Party, ihe
Prisoners Add Commitfes, the
Revalutionary Comimunise
Group, Irish Suppore and
Friendship Commilies, Rela-
Lives Mction Commiiies, Wes
Indian Defence Commiliee,
[ndian Warkers Movement,
aome  trades eouneils and
individual members o0 TR,

Thai this situation has acisen
canaily be reparded s g sipn ol
weRkness on the part ol the left.

It has become clear since the
imcepdion of TOM that a rroops

was refused compassionale
leave o ste his BH-vear old
facher who was serlously i,
Mo doubt the Christians In
the Morhern frgland  office
bhave a curiowps way of
interpreting the Christeas
sperit of joy and goodwill,

HARASSMENT

The prospects for 1978 aren’|
all that bright for s in prison,
All we seem assured of s
continued harassment. 8 des-
eriaration in fiving conditions,
and anather year of oppression
from those who OCCUpY DL
land. Those of usin Long Kesh
who have political status ¢an
mlways comfort ourselves by
comparing oor posidion 1o
those in H Block, who are being
denisd polithcal stalus For the
samealleged offekoes for which
we ware conviched.,

These three hundred or so
prisoners are nad mote than 250
yards from us, They live in the
masl despicakle condirions,
clothed only in o Blanker pnd
confined 1o a cell for 24 hours &
day.

The conditions in which we,
with political starus, live beave a
ol 1o be desied. The huts are
oid and cold: the auhorities
seldom repair them, and we are
plagued with leaks in the

galvaniced  dron roofing
This - vear will b ome of
lntense  strugzle By all

anl-imperialisi prisoners, The
sirugple oulside the walls will
also continue —as long ns there
is @ British presence in Trefand
[t will probably bea long drawn
omt affeir, bor the determin-
ation of those of ws i prison
will ensure thai this will be Lhe
final struggle for che liberation
of Tretand,

Yimurs

Tiodundh Ar La

oul - posidon i meaningbess
without tnking a pesition of
salidarity, with the foroe:
acteally  fighring the Bridsh
Starein Marthern lreland.,

W approciate the difficulties
in building an  aoti-war
mavement among Che British
working class, bur only when
British - imperialism  has . besn
defenied by the Trish will the
chauvinism ol the workine class
here be seriously wndermined,

Wehad this implies i thar the
aniy realistic and  principled
aositian that can be 1aken by
revolutioinaries io this country is
one of solidaciy with all anti-
impecialist fovces Involved in
the Irish struggle. We call on all
comgemed 19 reconsider their
decision as to which meaech they
willhesupporsing. We nrge that
Brivish revalurionaries ioin
their Trish Comradess on 29
Fanuary, in commemaoration of
thewie whais hawe 'given their lhves
for freedum over the past @
VEATS,

[ hdize
SIMMEFT T, Britain,

Phil Flynn returns to Britain
International Tribunal

launched next week

PHIL. FLYNN, ihe
deputy general secretary
of Lhe Irish local govern-
menl union, retoms o
Britain on 24 January —
just one month alier he
wis held in Liverpool
under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, reports
TOMMARLOWE.

Fiyan t oae of the main
speakers al a public meeting al
the House of Continons. The
meeting marks the puoblic
launching of the Intermional
Tribunal on Crimes Against the
[rich People, whichwill be held
in Lionddon Inderinthe vear. Joan
Maynard MP will be anochber
speaker @it -the meeting, o be
held -in Boom 8 House af
Commans at 7.50om on 24
Janwary.

Tt launching of the Inder-
naneoal Triboanal coingides
with the announcement of the
verdict by the Evropetn Cour
in which Britain iz being tried
for torture — for & lew of the
many . crimes commuited by
imperialist forces in Lredand.
The vendicl is expected  m
lurther embarrass  Bricaim,
whicl in the past couple of
worns has sul Tered o number of
sei-Backs ln o wareffor,

SUCCESS

Mot Tecent was the To over
the statemend by [rsh preader
Tack Lynch, thar Britain should
indicude ils willingness o leayve
lredand some times in the far
distani fudtive, The hysierical
reaction ta Lynch's remarks
was Leuly amaring. Mason
accuzed Lynch of  “inter-
ferenge',; while the Britich press
— lad by faifed 1rishman Conar
Crutse O Briea io the Dihseryer
— nEcussd the Lrish premier of
all =arts of evil.

el Lynch's remarks were na
more than a watered dows
reslatement af the iraditional
positiom of his  Fianna Fail
party. Cne of the reasons they
caused such annoyance wasg
becanse Hritish podicy in Ireland
is godng through seanething of a
miEnas orisis.

Ol rhe opdlitary Tront,  the
woan of Mason and Caltaghan

Sogialist Challange neplins:
'WE AGREE that all revelution-
arles in Britain should have =
position ol salldarlty with the
antl-imparialisd Fercss invelved
in tha Irish stnuggle. But 1that &
lew thousand revilutionaries in
Erllaln proclaim ihal sofidarity
is mot im Hsalf a tremandoss
benefii lo the iriah people,
Indead, alten i1"s proolaimed
with such meralistic table
thumping fhai it bacomes an
excuse for lpnoring 1he tashk of
British socialists — involving
as many people as posskble in
an gctive oppoaition o iha
Britizh prasence in lraland.,

UTMOST UNITY

I ia this lask bo which tha
Brilish leit needs o address
Haeil, and i1 ona thing has baen
proved in tha lasi couple ol
yaars i1 1s ihal 1he utmost unity
— around the demand Troops
Out Mow, Gall Determination
for the Irish People. |s nesded
ta accomplish This tesk.

It was 1o secure such unliy
that the bloody Sunday
Commamdarallion Demonstr=
llon Commiites was estab-
lished, and.in 50 doing It hag

thar the IRA were on the verge
of defeal has received a Tode
shock in the st coupls of
weeks, Sinco Mason™s end-of-
VENT stalement abaud i.!.-EFEHl'inE_
the IRA, thires businesses 3 day
hive been blowi up ¢ burne ro
the proend by TRUA activity, Last
weekend  gight more bombs
e plosded,

Al diseppenring into thin
alr have been Mason's patitical
‘specedies’. Al rthe majar
parmies have now withdcawn

achieved & Tair amount of
syciess. Sinn Fein — ailar
0r|ﬂ|l'll||:||' gaying 11 Supparisd
the BSCOC withdraw,
desplia having no  principal
difterances an the deamands of
the demonsiration,

DIFFERENCES

iIf Ginn Faln 15 now =aying
1hat  such a demonsimtion
musi have o5 g slated poailion
‘solldarily with tha IRA", than
such diffarsnces do indeed
axlst, Thal position, as & basis
Yoi & demonsiration., s In our
whaw palitlcally incorrast: the
kay izgue for socialists in this
caunkry Is the CRpraseion B
‘thair” gavernmen! of the I-|'l|:‘ll1I
paople, and the maans of thai
oppression — ihe British
Iraaps.

'Wa rspasi whal we have said
balone. Ma arganisation kn thls
couniry has tha righi 1o diclaie
how 1he salidarily movement
shauld be bullt; nons has (he
right to demand thal thay lead
it. This is nal only saciarlan in
that It puis the Inferests al ane
organisaiion before those of
tha movement as & whaola; it ia
also gell-detealing, in thai W

fraan the bipartisan ralks on g
future politcal stiructuze [or the
Mogth, The Unionast parties
usad Lynch®™s stafeatent as an
excose; bur the truch s thatcthe
riles hindd mors or less collapsed
nnYway,

All and all. it could nsl ke on
hetrer fime 1o launch an iorer-
nalionnl fribural which sims o
investigale closcly the whale
WPTE"Eli'P"ﬁ nnture ol British
presencein Ireland.
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__PUBLIC RALLY
Eomiatkdna Mcifaey  PamcrefcGemn

Torwy TFF  Twew &E

ARTE AT OF REL g
ZELF DETERRRATION LR ISELAND

T hek ol o i i L

splintars. the movement and
demaralises many actlvisis,

If Sinn Fain does nol atcapt
1hia. we hopa if will do zo in tha
fulure, Moanwhile, we Rope it
will at beasl 1ake up the invila=
tion of tha BECDC 1o have &
apaaker ab the rally after the
march, Mot 10 do so woubd
depriva themselves of an
audience tha slze of which Is
nol usually available todhem.
really would ba cutting off thalr
nosetosplie thalr face,

What's
L eft

LONDON IMG Day School
on the Revelutlanary FPary.
Salurday 4 Fabruary, 11am-
Spm at Caxlon Howss, 51
John's Way, Londan H18.
This schaol |s opan to all
IMGE sympathisers and
Socialist Challenge sup-
rars by cradeniials from
ndon M3, &) aPO0 Box &3,
Lanidan MY, or by signed
leitars from local MG
arganiaars.
HORTH LONDON Saclalist
Unity Public  Meeting.
‘Hosplial Closuras and 1he
rola of Labosur Coundillors®,
Spaakers. Miko Slmpaon,
(GMYLU anop  sleward,
Aoval Maorhern  Hospitarg
plus speakar from EGA
Linvitad). 7.30pm, Thureday

26 January, John Earngs
Library amden Aaad,
Londan M7,

DEFEND ®Kaith Hackait.
arrestad far disiriguting
antl-recrulimmant Faalles,
Plokel Grown Souare Mag k-
strates Court, Manchasiar,
Tuesday 24 January & 9am
Banners weloome, For
further details aanjast
Manrchester Anarchigt Or-
panisgiion, /3 31 Halm-
firth 5l., Longsight, Man-
chester13. Tal 61 2243023,
CLEVELAND Sasaaiatian od
Trade=s Councils confarence
Sn eammunitly relatians.
Tam, Satuiday 21 January
it tha ALEW Hall, Migdlas-
narough, Dpen 1a tshour,
pelitical- and community
arganisations — one dale-
gela aach Slue obsarvers,
PFaane Stockton SE2351 for
mare information

SOCIALISM and Feminism.
Meuting Thursdey 25 Jan-
uary. Speaker Hilary Wain-
right. ¥.30pm at tha intes-

natianal Commuriiy
wenire,  Marslisld HAg
Mottingham.

YORK UNIVERSITY 'Weah-
erid Conferende - ‘Markism
and Guliure’. Drganiaed by
Universisy Socia'ist English
Group, 2ZE(38 January.
Thaory and Praclizs. aul-
side speakers incheda Tarry
cagletan and Bavid Graig.
Graghe, craghgade avail
abla, For mone desalls con-
taci Anna Melaughran, 8
Pricey St, Yark,

LOMDON IMG will be
arganiging a series of all-
Ll'lnl'jl'lr--:lEE ragalas avear Lha
Aesk o manfis ax part of
the IMG's pre-confaranca
dipciagion, Becadsa ol (ha
crigig of perspective on 1na
rewaiutinnany lafland moves
towards revalvlionary  re-
groupmen, the following
arganisalions and  indivi-
duale fave bean inviled to
attand ke conferencse:;
Workera Laag ua, Big Flams,
International Sooiallst
Eraugings, Libertarian
Comrrunigl Gravp and
Socialist Chailange sugpa--
tars, B vou & & mem bear al
ary af thasa aurrants aad
would ke o attend e
Landan disgussizcn, write
for delalis 10 Londan MG
alo PO Box B0, Londopr M1
CAMPAIGN agains! Racigm
in 1he Madia. Genrral
maeing to discuss policies
and activities & 1978, in
parlicular greventing 1he
fascists making party
poditical breadcasis. With
apeakars. Friday 27 Jan-
vary, Tpm -8l 1he Aosbuak
Pub, Toittenhkam Couri
Aaad, London Wi, [Bei.
wean Dl.'lul‘.‘lEE Stand ' Warren
St tubes.) Pleasa nole new
afdraga ot CARM, ala PO
BoxSl, Landon M,
JOWAMALIST CHARTER
disco Zaturday 21 January at
the Bosbuck Pub, Tollen-
ham Caam Aoad,  London
" ¢ Batwean Warran S5t and
Goodge S5t lugesl. From
dpm 10 midnight. Tickets ai
Ihedoorel,

S5ALT OF THE EARTH.
Showing of the Tim aboat
thie graat Maxican mining
glrika with sonps from 1ha
pering, Friday 30 January,
Bprn At the Brizton
Soclalist Cieb, Tha Ganter-
bury (oshind Brixtan pzlice
station), Canteroury Grag-
aenl, Briclaa. Adm. S0p.
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INTERNATIONAL

East German dissidents attack Eurocommunism

‘Unmask the demagogues’

Criticlsm of Purocommunism
has heen woiced for the firs
time by a groap of Easi
European oppositionksis;

The criticism is contaned 1o
an optn leiter Lo Wall
Bietmann from members of the
Eawl German Commuiist Pasty
which was recently published in
the Weu Berlin jourzal Der
jamge Marsch (The Long
March), Timed 10 mark the
first anniversary of Biermann's
expulsion 10 West Germany,
the main purpose of the letler is
10 capress continoed. sodidarty
with Lhe poet and singer against
ithe buresucracy’'s coniempd-
dismissal of soclalist

::rll::w'a.:}
SOCIALIST
DEMOCRACY

But the suthors go on 1o say
thal they "do not share wour
symipathies for what |5 termed
“Eurpcommuaesen”, (08 it (k&S
the aspiration for socialist
democracy 1o Lhe luston thnt
socialism can be achicved
wilhanil [he viabeni destraction
of the bourgeois  slale

by MARTIN METEY ARLY

apparalies, without enablishing
the revalulionary dicratorship
of the prolecariat®. They nsk
how it is that Biermann can sing
the proises ol the lizlian
Commumniss Pierly while &0 the
samve trme drawing Uhe Spgasiic
concluseong  [rom 18 besder,
Beerliisguer, on the faie of
Papular  Unity in. Chile,

he authors stress thad ther
concepaion of smcilisl demog
racy involves 'a commitmensl 14
the right of sveryons 10 Express
their political concepinrns
whime dectarsd abm s aot the
overtlirow of soclalism', Buat
they meled thpl ‘e s I.|.|e:a.|: fior
{resdom of Lheught and orher
demuoiratic fights can only lead
o scrctalist derocracy when it
in wbed 10" A relentless
deternination o unmask the
demagogic =logans: aboul
fteedom which are propagated
kv the bourgeoisie and 15
right-wing  social-democratic
agents through the channels of
the boorgenis mMass media,
when il is subosdinated to the
direct domination of the

warking class,

“Coginlist democracy wiltoul
thie direct exercise of power by
the working masses |E
impossible; just & this exerciss
ol powwer i3 impossible withouw
thie organisation of the workers
in- councils established by
themselves or their defegaies..
the construction of  socialist
demogracy musl for Lhis reason
be the woark of Lhe workers
themselves: that i why the
oppositional communists mws
ey [he greatest attencion 1o the

inierests - and opeeds of the
workers.”
OPPOSITION

Ac for themes=lves, say Lhe

sihors, they see their Inktial
task a5 working in communist
‘mircles and initiating debates
there in Favour of socialis
demograey. They will fight to
remmain in the parey in order e
avoid the politichl  isolation
which was fatal so Biermamni,
given the poesent relationsdip
of f[arces  between  Lhe
tareRucracy  and the  Op

githom, Butad the same et

Mouwrmars &t tha funeral ol Sleve Biko, murdered In a South Afrcan jail IHBI 5“F'"“|Hf

T e A R TR R

‘prisons all around us’

SUILD YOUR PALACES

POLITICAL repression in
Fgypt has been on the inersase
since Ul MEss protests BERins
lood price rises @ yemr ago.
Ope of the mos prominenil
victims of ‘this represion lsas
been the populnr poel Aluned
Fouad Megm, who has just
glaried o hunger sike with 21
other political prisoners io
protast #gainst thelr defention.

Megm 15 suffering from a
haemocrhaging stomach uleer
and it s feared that the
Egrplian authorities may Ly lo
intimidate the opposition by
‘dotng a HRiko" on him.

Mepm wis born in 192500 an
Epyptian village, recéresd mo
formal education and woarked
for years 24 an agricaliural
Inhaurer. Fis stinglng politeal
poems are rsad throughout the
Arph oworld, The example we
print hese gives some ides of
why Sedac’s regime 2 afraid of
hirm,
e

¥ ou can build your palaces on our fields
With our labor ard our hands .

¥ ou can set up niyht clubs near the factones
And prisons instead of gardens

Y ou can let yvour dogs loose in the streets
And put your prisons all around us

You can steal our sleep
We have slept too long

You can overwhelm us with pain

We have come to the end of our suffering
Mow we know who inflicts our wounds

We are conscions and we are united
Workers, peasants and students

Crur hour has sounded and we are marching

Mo turning back

Victory is in the palm of our hand

Victory is on the horizon

Ahmed Fouad Negm

will not let up in the struggle to
allow BiErmann 0 return o
East Germany: “You remain a
citizen. of East Germany
becawse the citireny ol this
counmry wish i 50

Together with Fudol]
Bahre's book, The Aliernative,

and the texrs prodoced by
workers and studenis n Jena
wite were sxpelled from East
Cermany in Seplessber for
solldarising with Biermann,
this open letter is et further
proof of the emergenoe of a
girremt in East Cermany which
is rediscovering and defending

the classical positions of
revalutionary Marxism. Those
in 1he Weat who, like them,
reject boath Moscow and
Euvrocommunism  musi do
everyihing possibbe 10 ensore
that they mre nobisolted in this
iack,

Soweto struggle continues

Soweto fights on

We all

remember Sowelo

in 1976z mAass

demonsirations, aitacks on governmen! buildings, =
schools boyeott and two general strikes, all within 2
few months. But, as JOHN HUNT explains, Soweto
has fought on, and its continuing struggle holds
importani lessons for revolutionary strategy in South

Africa.

Blacks must pay school fees
while white aducation s Fres
Ll grapil-tepcher ratio in black
sehools is B0, in whire
sehoals 20:1; eowernoient
expenditure on each white
papil is 17 times thie on black
pupils. School students were
the first section of the Soweio
population o adopt on o large
scale the Idess of the Black
Conaciousness  movEment,
spread by the Booth  African
Students Movemenl, which
were hnsed on U cejection of
every Tiucisk indtliuthon,

STUDENTACTION

These wers eapressed &
fori thial was nemither sovialist
nor even parmicularly colerent,
b shey med the needs of the
mrornent - hecnuse they  chall-
cngad the institutions chrough
which the regime contralled
the Sowele worklog ciass.

1977 hegan guistly, The
pupils: who had besn boy-
apfting e schools went back,
saying that they would give the
Cigverninent 8ix moniths Lo
change s policies. Then  in
April the West Rand Baniw
Adminigtralion, the govern-
micnt body respansible for
Someto, decresd a heavy rent
increase. In & twsnsblp where
14 miltion Llive in anby 100,000
houses and 12 gavernmeni
hostels, [his was an explosive
issae. The sudenis demdn-
strated, rloting erupied, and
the Chavernmens backed dowi.

In June the students turoed
thelr arrention 1o the Urban
Bantu Council, 4 puppet city
coungil full ol poveroment
stonges and without powers.
The Soweto Sosdent Repre-
cenmnlive Councll summdamnesd
the UBC o & mestiog, The
UBC Fuilsd 1o arcive at the
appointed time, whereupmoen
targe numpers of atudents wenl

to tvisit! the UBC mayor, UBC
memhbers rapidly began [&
resigi,

[he nexi day Sechaba
sloentisd, the S33RC president,
called oo the peopie of Soweto
w3 form their cren representat-
ive hody, The siodents  had
repognised the need for a
permanenl political expressien
to be given to the mass strugele
whiclh drew in the whode of
Boweld, A commillee of 10
composed of lesding oulitanis
wag formed 1o iavestipgate
puiting Lthis inre praciice.

Then a campalgn was
Inunched  against the  sehool
boards — badies of hlack
parenis whao participaced in the
running of the Bantn Educal-
ion Schoola. Mass aclion
smasbed the boards in weeks,
The S58L called for o periad
of meurning from 16 June, te
anniveraary of the [iest
shoolings. In effect this wai &
call for a general strike.

The aucesss of the studeots
fei winning other sections of
socisty to the common stiugale
agpinst apartheid was  shown
by the Tact thar foottall clubs,
beer ball owners, and Lhe
traders’ associacion readily
agroed 1o ghut down for that
perisxl. COip the 16th, 40 per cent
ol Howelo's workers stnyed at
hiome, There fallowed several
weeks of muss demonsirationg,
peracks on state bulldings, pnd
shootings by the police.

GOVERNMENT

In August Trofoms Snpo,
the new SSEC president since
Mlourtitsi bad been  detained,
mapped’ out oan alieroative
arogramms for educalion.
reiecting every Taser of the
Banty Fducaiion  system. s
demands included an  eguael
per capita expendliure, more
facilities andd wn end tocanirol
by the racist state.

Dr Motlana, who had
cmergad a5 the b=ader of - Lhe
Coungil of W, pol forward a
programme  for  Lhe  melf-
government of Sowero. and
demanded government acion
on bBowsing. These were nol
demands for the reform of
apartheid; they were important
arlempta o mobibse the
magses (o0 impose  their
aligrnatives to racist insti-
tutions.,

Sowstn's mass  circulation
paper, The Warld, carried
floads of letlers discussing
whal st of [utuee  Souach
Adrican soctely should have,
By Heptember a masaive
baveolt by pupils  was
underway. T teachers resign-
ed in svmpatly, Mass meestings
of puplls, teachers and parents
diacugsed setting up an
coducation system obt of stale
conrr,

SOLIDARITY

In the face of this jonss
grevement and che Tising akger
at the death of Steve Bikn, the
stare responded oo 19 Ocloher,
papning The World, the Bl=ck
Copschousness orgmmnisalions
and ithe SSRC, and arresti
afl the leading oilitants - i
could Jaw ils haods on.

1977 showed thal even
Vorster™s repression cannot
seap miass action — the school
boyeotr aclll comtimess, And it
shaws thai a Tevolotionary
strategy in Sonch Africa musl
be based on the political
mobilisation af the wrban
working class, nol, as b
wopld have i1 on absiract
sehemps of puenlla warfare,

The solidacily myoeement in
Britgin hus unfwifiled sespon-
sibilities 10 educale the Brirksh
working chass aboui events in
Bowelo. Lo the March trade
wiion weck of pction on South
Afrlca edwenation workers and
cudents in  porticular st
take wp the fight For solidarity
with Sewetn, and especially the
continuing strugeles in jic
schonds,

“Thasks fo CIS, 9 Podend
Sireet, London, for the use af
iheir archlves.
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ARGENTINA: On Chilsineas
Eve Busann Lugones becames
the fortieth journalisi o
disappear in Aspenting Eince
the military coup in March
1976, 29 athers are dead, T are
in prison and - 4K in exile
Thoeusands of journalisis from
all ower the world nre beimg
Liiwiced o cover the Wiorld Cugp
in Argentina this Sumer

IRAMN: On. 2 and 10 Janoary
police opened - fire om0
demonstration, killing more
than 100 and wounding -500,
1400 weere- arresied, The prodest
was - apainst the . bamming. ol
“religiois coremomnies,

BOLIVIA: President Baozer,
the military dictator who
recently promisad elegtions in
Iuly, hies now sald that “If the
peaple wish there will be oo
elections,’ What worriss him is
the forry. of setivily and
H=":"""'i"? sineepth from the 1eft
parties and 1he hunger sirike of
four hundred peaple demand-
ing & genuine amnesty for
political prisoners.  afoer
Bamnzer's fakeammesly SibEoin-
ced of Christmas

ALUSTRALIA: One ol the
more obscure aspects ol he
fecent cleciinn canmpalin Wwas
the arrival of & boatload of
Jietnamese refugess, just in
fame to pive . the nght-wing
campaignr & boost. Labour
spekerpeople have podoied ol
that 29 aueh bonss have arrived
gince the end of the Vietnam
war and that there I some
profitesring racker behind it

CANADA: The publication of
the wartime dizres of Wikliam
Muackenzie King, the then
Canadian Prims Minister,
provides 8 revealing insighl of
the qualities needed 1o e a
capitalist couniry. He was
oheessively affectionale o his
frigh terrber. When it died be
saig hyming over ils corpse and
reaseured himsell  that  chey
wiould be reunited |n the nexi
world, When he received the
Order of Merit he wrore th
the little crealure deserved an
O 4 thousand  Himes more
than T do.” in 1947 Mackene
King fad 8i lenst 32 visions,
including pwo of Adoll Hiter,

= — oede s il
THE IMG Is holifing 8 school
on “Saowth Africa — e rse of
workers siruggles® on Sgiurdny
I8 January, 0am, At Small
Lecimre Theatre, 151 floor,
Palyiechmic of Ceniral
London, MNew Cavendish 34,
Londen Wl. [Woce the changs
of venwe ] Sovilid Challenge
SuppOriers are welcome,

SHARE

EHREE far Lelt -\.Irj_.'H.IIJEI:I.I:il:!I'I‘E
in France have |Jui:'I;-:h|:|:|a |aLmt

plaiform  for e March
elections. The 1ext of this
qgreement, signed- by the
Ravalulionary Communisi

Leapue {LCRY, Communist
Workeors' Orgamisation (1),
and Compmnist  Ciamirmil leed
for Seli-Monapernent (OCA), 3
prinfed in the Firsl issue of the
new  combiined  weekly  Inder-
contimenind Fresss IRpoecor.
(Mher fealures in this issue
inciwde: “Baopladesh The
Unfinished Revoluiion’,

“Where {5 the ETA Hepded?',.

wnd *Swarez’s Economic Emer
geney Plan — Rig Cud in Real
Wages', Single copies are 10p
phus [0p&s. bul why not ake
#.ﬁ.ua_nlage af the Favourable
“subecription races: £% lor one
venr (4% issues). £S5 [or s
months (24 isstes ), or £3.50 for
an- introduwsery offer of 1D
ismues. Al new subseribers will
abio pel a free copy of Inprecor
o, 19 Mew Series) devored 10
thie world economie sitwation.
Write now o Intercendinental
Preseinprecar,  [MF Hax 35U,
London ™ 2P, All chegues.
Pls should be made oul o
[mtercontinental Press,
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Party

It looks as though the
passibility of Commuonis
participaiion ar mipisierial
level had receded even befone
the Carter adminisication
made itd tvpically clumsy
imtervenison o denounce Lhis
‘non-demoacratic’ pariy. Lhe
leadership ol the ruling
Christian Demoirat party had
rejected reguests from the
Commusts (LD o go one
atep beyopd the 'government
ol absenrions” whereby the
Pl has kepl the righi-wing
MinaTily in power sasoe Jume
15716,

The PCT naw faces an
apwkward dilesema, Op the one
kand il dl'.'EI.'lﬁﬁ.l.{":-' wants o
consummate its strotegy of the
*historls compromiss”  and
coler government akongside Lhe
major capitalist party. On the
other, it is firmly commitied (o
austerity, law and order, aod
all the nther garbage of
Christinn Demacratle rale

If it creates ioo. much
troubie now it will have

d'Esiaing.

Lineil quite recently i seemal
that the BMavch élections wouild
be & siraiphit fight between the
two ' allianes of moling and
wirkiop class parties. Mo,
with theé Ligion of the Tell
iatly  disumited, the slencdes
thiead which held the righi
wing togerher has  been
snappad, On both sides thire i3

= = !-r

strika for six manths,

In Brief Itaian govemment crisis

Communist

promises
to behave

By the time you read this, Italy will probably be
without a government. There's nothing s0 sensational
ahout that. Cynics might say that it hasa't really had
one for thirly vears. Buot the difference with this
governmenial crisis — Ilaly's thirty-seventh simce
1944 — is that people are now serionsly talking aboul
the entry of (he Communist Party into government,
wriles RICHARD CARYER.

undbone all its vears' work. of
convincisg the Tialian ruliog
chass of s C‘responsible’
anitsde towards the couniry’s
probirms, So the most Hxely
ouLcome is an extension of lasr
summer's  poveinmental aec-
ords. Then the PCI pu ils
name ¢ a propramme which
included an extension of police
poawers of aurvedllonce, grealer
government control over the
inass madin, incrensed sedechi-
vity in education, and cuig in
wages and social spending,

STRIKES

One of the conditions e
Christinn Democrals kave now
laid down for collabogacion
with she PO is thal it becomes
 irue ‘parly of government',
ook o *party of sruggle”. Thal
transformarion was - campleted
it lang Lise ago, but asa token
af i good faith PCI trade
union- beaders hnve wsed the
past fow days to clamp down
an militant oppasitien Lo the

aclear crisis of leadershipan the
face of imevirnble class con
froniacion

The crisis of the right s nwore
than a dispie hetween parlics,
It revenls the crucial acakness
in the Gaullist constitulion 45 3
whode, That weakness [vas been
exposeedd, o From outside —
for the working olass “paries

Government's gconomie  po-
ligw. A plunned natiopal sirike
againsl ausecrity has bheen
called of ln favour of sporadic
lenzal actions, and even on Lhis
the leadership coald  lsacdly

hawe “shown ilself  less
cothusiashic.

This has privoked angry
renctions from Lhe cank and
file, Assermbles in  rhe
couantey’s Do largest cor planis

Fiar im Turin and Alfa
Romea in Milan — rejecied the
executive Instrociion  asd
demanded that the sirike pa
ahead on 18 Taowoars., PCIH
delegaras wers underslandakly
embarrassed wnd at Alfa's
decided too abstabn. Their
emharrassment was  only

Gaullists abandon Giscard
Four-part disharmony

French politics are in a mess. A year ago nobody could
have predicted Lthe four way split which was finalised
last week when Jueques Chirac's Gaullists broke from
the majority alliance led by President Giscard

b RICHARD CARYER

will do- anvihing o avonl
chatllEnging the conatizalon —
Bt throagh the absznce of the
personnel 1o make the syseem
WLITS .

PRESIDENT

The 19%3 constituzion, with
ity averwhelming  presidential
pavers, was designed by ol
1wian For his oown o de Oaelle
Whien be depairted there 2'as an

Al WYHU Y G IS ey

I
T MOHLIEE

increased  as, one  aftern
anedher, Taciory councils. and
regional federations of the
PFCl-dominared anian caime
Gk apainst the decisioi 1o call
off the sirike,

Twer 1o pile oo the agony,
this wis Tollowsd tmmediately
by the simulianeous pohliza
jop ol economic policy
doguments from o the wnions
and the Confindoseria, the
emplovers' federation. [n
esagentials the pan dosumens
are identical, Oaly  the
vochulnry is ditferent: the
caplovers Lk alaar ‘redocing
Tnboir costs” widle the woions
prefera respoiible restriction
ol demands™.

Rath ace aprecd on the nesd

adaquare, IF uiinspleing, Suc-
cessir in Pormaidoo, wha hacd
een Arned i 2l the Louis
K1V preteasions of presidential
power. Bat Giseard, who
falowed  lwim, made & big
imtarake: he cried 1o revise a
wethod of government wiicl
was unreformahle,

CENTRE

Where de Gaulle —and
Ferrpidou hadused 8 solid bloc
of patnote middle apd rubing
class support 19 maintain their
authoritasian rule, Giscard has
tried oo dispenss wirh his okd-
atwle: repciionary hackers and
will @ new cenlre ground. Eid
e choserhe very mamenl whe
Ll Soenire’ was disappearnng.

His project i well expresscd
I his bBook French Desmacracy,
whers hie adnnis the pozsibility
nf a left-wing pary taking a
dlice ol eoveromenial power.
The weorking class patries wre
My 10 Tk rhe complimest
antd serve in poverammentonder
Giscard, respecting the 195
comsEtirurism.

For rhe mosl parl Giacard’s
capiralist backers  have - been
rrepared 1o Boay this sort of
iden, Tha ald sivle Goullisis —
still the tacpest single section ol
the Freoch cloctornie harve
el The middle  classes - are
undmpressed by Giscard's
plinmickery hix W omen

minisrers and ‘priogressive’
legislntiar
CHIRAC

Ar p time whe L oconomy
was worsenings workers®
arrageles were o the up, ond o
left eavernment seemesd  in
creingle-dikely, the middle
classes were ot prepared o
witll in the scntre for fecooid

fodder For an  aging

for  ‘mability: of Takour™
Workers have o be alle [0
mave from one  factory 0
anacher sy the unians, though
the more likely prospect is cha
they will move. from  their
fagtonw ooro the dole guens.
Ihe dGnitops also bFack the
bosaes' demands | for hicher
pl_u..;;hast rax nanel o Further cwl
i putlic spencling,

This 1 ‘Ewrosommunism’ in
action. It Is a brele iconic tha
while the British Commanisi
Party roatinsly denounces
wage conirols their Halian
comrades are puiling fomwaid
a pobizy thal mokes the Social
Contrast and  ils swosess0rs
ook mild by conupacisen,

rrendy.. They jumped one wiy
arthe other.

Jucgues Chirpes Gisaard's
Prime Minisier, resognised
this. - Wlhile Giasgarad | wae
develoging hie own wmigue
Blendaf she chicsimdthe Fikay,
Chirae  wanted an carcly
legislative eleclion o forcsall
tha Ulnion o iw Léfl. As
Criscnmred wouldn'y tisten he 58
up on s own, smeod agains
Ciiseast's candidare Tor major
of Pazis Inst vear, .. omd wion.

Already the lime npwas cledr.
D one side Giscand -and a
government il Yeclinmians”
oo 18 coeme up with all the
sight policies w save tee Tuling
iliss WHgLE CUEE, Ul1l:l11r‘1l:l:|--
ment amd  the rest — b
coralitn' | win ancleztion ta save
their collective life, Do the
siher Chadae and the majoricy
ol thema:onry

COLLAFPSE

Too late Gizcard fnsl rosiop
i splil, The post vear o
Erepch oolonisl mdvernure: in
Africa was, in patl, an albempt
o rEnsser and  his
oppoinieess g% the fepresenia-
rives of 3 united Friee.

Rt this could only work ps
lamg as the opposien held
togeahies, The Gavllist suppomn
ers lived tn Jear of o workine
clasgeleroral win nngd the mass
upsurge sl would . follow
worse than 185, The ogllapee
af the left aad thele pathetic
faflure o provids & wol king
chss Teadershap bas beén the
cue Tor e delinddve break,
The ald Caullist “consznsus. 1
denil

o doukd the next fea weeks
will gpring mate surprises, b
wiecansay with confidence tha
French palitics will never b=
Guite The same again.




SURPLUS VALUE

France goos 1o the polls, In these
elections 1o the Legisiative
Assembly thers exists o good
pn;.mhi]i:}' that 1he Socalis Pary {PS) and
the Communist Party (PCF) will win an
absolute majority. A governasent in Western
Europe in which a 'Eurscommunist® Paroy
hns @ prominent posltbon 5 on the agends,

Ten moriths ago such &n ouloome was 2 near
certabnty. In the municipal sections: the F5
and PCF had swept 1o victory., However singe
that time the Union of the Left, which
includes the PS, PCF and & small bourgeois
party, the L=fi Radicals, has openly split.

In September of last vear the PS and PCF
[ound themselves unable 1o ggree over the
re-drafiing of the 972 Common Programme.
The dispute arose owver two issues. The
secondary one related io’ the national
minlmum wage. The PCF called for a
minimum wage of 2 framscs, while the ]
seond For 2000, Onihis question the Ph fipand
itsell in a4 diffecull position as both major
Trade Union [ederatbons, the CGT and
CFOT, demand 2000 Since September (e
PS5 has Eallen into line.

The major poing of disagreement ocouirred
over the extent of mationalisation fhe
Common Programme would call for. The
Programme  states that ning major  Tirms
wionld come nncder sfate comirol. However it
does nod specify il all thetr subsidiaries would
be included. The PCF theretore claimed that
1450 forms should be mationalised. The PS
saidl only 600 Adter discussion the PCF
bwered iis figure 10 729 and the PS5 upped its
1o 250, Ansong the concessions the PCT made
was 10 dropihe demand for marionalisation of
the motor . giant Peugeol-Cilro#én  which
emploss 155000 workers. The diflerences
berwe=n the twn Parties had sarroswed 10 such
anestent s o anly inviodyve 150,0KND waThers,
Or lesa than 1 oper ceor of all the firms i
Framoe. Bul ler us nof forget that both agree 1o
leave BE per cent of the ecopomy in private
hands. Mevertheless this differsnce proved
insluble. The negodiations on Lhe updated
Programme broke down and a Deroe pnl-:mi:'
began

Ih‘ 2 months time, on 12 March,

LEFTTURN

Im fact the debale over matlonalisation was &
pretext. Underlying this apparently minor
nuee are fondamenral questions of the
talanoe of forces within the Union of the Lefi
and 1 prospects of the tao Parties should
they form o joint Government.

Ir the space of ten years the Socizlst Pariy,
under the leadership of Francos Mittercand.
has risen from o humiliating 5 per cent
Presidential vode, 10 s conniry’s largest
vole winning Pariy. In the 1978 cantonal
elections (he PS5, for the first time, won a
larger percemiage of the voie than the PCF
From being & Pany ircelevant 1o the ruling
clasethe PS5 has become the one which may yet
prove their saviour, The PS5 has made this
ndvance essentially since iy agreement with
the PCTF am 1972 The “le=lt turn’ i took &l L3
1971 congress, the growth of the CFOT {ihe
triche union conlederadon led by the PS). the
radicalisation of white collar workers and the
credibility and hearing gained within ihe
warking class due o it aliignee with the PCF
has consolidated the growth of Mitterrand's
sockal demacratic PRy,

Mitterrand, recognising that the PS5 has
provwe due ro the Limion of the Lelt, Kisows he
camnol govern: successiully withoul 1he
backing of the PCF. 1L i the PCF, vig the
CGT, which daeninates U heavy industrial
sectors of Lhe workers movemeni, Without
the support @f the CGT and the PCF
Mitterrand ocould give no guarenies of
stabilivy and thus his wse for the ruling class
wgild decline. Minerrand therefore wants the
PCE de be responsible 1o o onew  ‘left’
government, bui he has no wish to miake any
concessions o the Communists o persaide
them toda 5.

CLEFTSTICK

The Communisr Parey finde its=lf caught in
a chefr stick, On the one hand 8 desices Lo
force its way inio government and secufe
pasitions for itsell within cthe stale apparalus:
COm the other hand it realises [hat when in
government it will have (o implentene
ausericy measures which can ooly lose its
support in Lhe workers moventsl.

The fecenl local elections were 8 stern
warning (o the FCF. Cn s sight flank the P5
aondinued is e (o become Franoe's largest
political parry, while on it lefi a
ievoluticnary slate won nol  insignificant
wiapes, The comclusiom drewn  [rome this
clectiom by o section af the PCF leadership,
led by an old memberal the Poditical Buread,
Rotand Laroy, was Lo reasserd Lhe autlorily of
the PCF within the working class a5 'The
Party of the Pagr.” Above all the Party
lesdersdiip wants 1o avold 8 repeat of 194327
whereby il beok irs place in the De Gaulle
governmienl oaly 10 De uneeremoniously
dropgred alver two vears with nolasting gains.

Il the PCE 14 ta rake the responsibility inow
Covermment  facing -8 capitalist - economic
crlsis then it wants its own ranks homogenous

RANCE:

The State of
the Union

It is now two weeks since the French Communist Pariy finally tore wp the
Common Programme, which was expected o sweep themselves and the
Socialisi Parly o power in the legislative elections on 19 march.

Furithermore the same conference of the Communist Party threatened oot o
iransfer votes to the Socialist Party after the first round of ke election on 12

March.

YWhat are the reasons for this turn-around in the (actics of the Commuonist

Party leadership?

RIC SIS50MS and PAM HURST explain,

PCF 22.51
PS 18.96

[L]: Lagislative.

20.05
18.53

Voting figures for the PCF and PS since 1967 [per cent]
1967[L] 1968[L] 1968[P] 1973[L] 1878[C]

21.52
5.07

[P]: Prasidential.

21.28  22.82
19.16  26.28

[C]: Cantonal.

and somerhing inreturn. The prize it desives (8
minisrerial portfodios and leading nLanage-
ment pasitions within the pationalised
industries. . Within those aeetota of the
economy designated by e Comman Frog-
ranme Lof sationalisatton the CGT is the
dominant union, Asg it is the employees who
will elect the managing director, the PCF 8
aure Lhreagls s influence in the OGT 0 win
such posilions.

Meveriheless the preseni siteation, aod a
furure governmens indudmg the PCF, can
only  b=ad 1o femsioms bedl within the
leadership ofthe Pasty and between 17 and the
rank and Til=,

Sionce the Seprember break over the
redeafting of the Common Progromme the
PLF has lnunched n sharp polemic agwins (e
5 After the Central” Committee af 5-6
Dotober las vear CesoTges Marchais, the
Creneeral Recretary of the POF, accused the PS
of moving ro the righs; of seeking new allies in
the centre af French politics; and wantdng o
implerment a l=it ansterity poogramme, O all
these poinls we can anly recmain sceprical,
Woas it med this same eeniral committes

meeting that Marchais stated;

‘Have we besn o seeking a project Tor the
conseruction of @ socilist soecety T Obviously
not!’

11 s iz the caves that the PCEF, ot content
with dropping froom s progranune the call for
the dictatorslup of the proletariar, now also
suppacts the maiptepance of the French
nuclear sirike foree and fawours a vear of
compuizary military secvice. A PCF deputy in
the Assembly recenily staced, “We have
confidenes inthe militare,*

Marchais acouses Mitterrand nf sesking new
allies, [Dives this mean that the PCF Lhas
dropped ity epproach of brosdening the
Lnion of the Lelt (o the *Unlon of the People
of France'T Haow was this o be domne §f nor by
sesking &llies in the centre auch as the “befi'
Claullists? IT Marchats is so concernad abowt
alties do the centie does the PCF still favour
the presence of the bourpeonis Radical Parry in
the Union ol the Lef?

Marchals contlnued by acacking Mitter
rand for: ‘preparing o implement an
apsrerity programme following the exarnpsle
of hiz English and Portuguess eolleagues.”
Hur hawe nor Marchais® Traternal parties in
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Soain and loaly already supporsed auslerdly
mzasures, [Does the POT  now condgmn
Cacrille and Berfinguer?

I realivy o ke fundamental issues the PCE
does nod differ Tram the P5. Bath agree thedr
rale ta be that af relorm; bath asseps thar the
capitilist marker will be paransount withinthe
ecomomy; beth are prepared 19 form a
Ciowvernment uider Giscard, the ‘omnipatent”
President whe bas the right to dissolve The
Agsemiblyy neicher challanzes the constitution
drafred by De Ganlle after his coup in 1958;
neither wanred to drog the beurpeots Radical
Pary from any sllizaece; and both deferd
AT and the EEC.

This podemic againat the P5 was refewed in
Fenuary ol this year when the PCF held aoieo
day natlonal congress, Ar this congress,
atrended by 3 000 delegates, Eeroy stizled:

“The strengih, poower and influence of the
PLCF constitates, kemposiorth, the only way far
thie warkers o ohiain change. ' o se doing be
merely echoed the cwoand a balf hour report
af Morchais who wold ke assembled
representatives that the PCF should oot
pledge frself to vate for the PS in the secand
cound i thase toans whers the PR was the
hiphest plased workers pariy @fier e s
round

Ac the French system aperdles oo Lo
rounds the woal practice 35 for e lesa
successful workers parties Lo withdraw after
the firse roumd Beaving the highest plaged o
take om the right. Marchals categerically
stated that if the PCF only received the 21
per cend being predicied in the opinion palls,
they wouold pot withdraw, Thus the
possibility arises of the two major working
class parties coniesting againsl =ach other in
the second round and allewing the sight 1o
winn. If aneh a decision was implanenred 0L {2
ceciain that the workers parlies wauld wik an
overall numerical majority but ke the
parlinmentary mineriy?

GENERALSTRIKE

Marchals, rallving rhe Pasty®s forces belore
the cleciion, sefche target ol a wile of 25 per
cennin 1he first rownd, This he considered o
be the only way 1o bleck Lhe PS5 austerics
moves, Far was i1 vates o e gencral striks
thal wor the working class the 40 hour week
and id holidays from the 1936 Bium
popular frond government 7

Wwhilst Marchais camprigns for 'desnbe.
racy’ In France within his pwn parry that is &
differenr guestion, Marchais' repori, which
was put to the vore, was anly shivwno 10 [he
leaglership of the Pary 24 houss before the
cpngress amd nad ot all o the membership.
There was no right o amend the texn. All the
9,000 delegares were picked by the federal
committees in Lhe ceebons. nof elecred by the
rank and file. There 15 ne right te form appo-
sitian beidencies within the ranks of the PCE,
a position which Althusser, the PCF s leading
lelt intellectanl, sipparts in his ariicle in Pew
Lefl Review L4, Meedlizss 10 say there ware
[0 oopasition spesches ot the congress and
when if came 13 the vole nad one -debegane
vioded against or absfximed!

Al the present s with the Giscard-
Warre Ciaveernondni Jlﬂ_ﬂ.'i'."lﬂﬂl'ltiﬂﬂ nm 3-||$|Eri|:|'
progrismnte the ceniral task is their rmmioval.
baving blocked all sech moves by mass sirike
acton Tor the last 1E months the PCF nows
jpopardises that possibility by a secltarian
refusal poeall fora vole For phe liglesc placed
workers pary in che second rownd.

CLASSSTRUGGLE

For mevolutioaaries a campalgn for g seennd
round vate Tor che highsso workers - parly
zomes Lo the fore a3 This meets the desire af Thes
mistes Tor unity, Bui that alone is noi
sniugh, 115 also vital for revoloriomari=s
intervene fu the elections arosnd a
progratame of demands which can jake the
claas arrugple Tormard, For example nof
pattonalisation of limited sectors of  the
ceonomy, butl of all the key sectors, and ios
imporiantly without compensation aad voder
workers contral.

Such a compiign Gin abd the mass mobilisa-
tiom o the working <ass, which is the only
way 1o stop te implementation of austerity
propramaes. 1 is throngh the self-activicy of
the warkers movement thag Giscard and the
14ER Copstitution can be removed wngl 3l 15 o
e bBasis  of his maobilisacion  that ke
reformist lenderships of the 5P and the FCF
can he farcsd 1o hreak with ke Bbowrgeoisic,
ite partias, such as ihe Radicals, snd with the
capirplist scomomiy.

Ruch a revoluticnary alvernative doss exisr
in the 1irst cownd. Encouraped by the success
ol the  rewaladienary  slate imoothe 19797
miunicipal elections ihres organisasims, Lthe
Ligue Communists Revolutionnaire (French
wetion of the Fourlth International), the
Cirganisation Communisie des Travaillenrs
and the Comilds Communisies pour 8 Aulo-

stion have agreed & cormmman platlore and
st of candidates under the Udrle *For
sacialism, the peawer Lo the workers, '

A farge wvoie in the (st cound for m clear
revolurionary socialist glicenative gan
pelvance the strupgle for revolutionary change
in Frazsice Losday,
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Of saints and
sinners

[F MY old friend Martln Shaw is going to_get
mnywhere as the self-appointsd Patron Saint of
Regroupment (Letters: 5C [2th Jan 78) be
oughi (o0 modernte his spleen againss SWP.
Last week's installment of his ranniog
commentary on the staie of the Laft with iis
potted history of the debates on Socialist
Worker was slunningly fnaccurate and out of
date.

Adthwough a bot of other things were poing
o, the argument phout the direction of 5% In
1974 was not aboul jeliioning ltticE 10
artpact m wider awdience — an absurd snd
insulting conception. 1i was rather about how
jo find mew ways 1o peesent the full rangs of
socialist poliics in & geaninely popalar idiom.

CHITs concepiion was for & maore polithcal
paper rather than the narrow ‘trade paper
which the Trotskyists sects still churn oul. In
Pa_rIln:uLa:, and here the Russian revolulbonary
journalists excelled, we wanied 5W o present
the idess of working class people, in their own
words, rather than processed by professiomad
journalisis:

We also wanied 1o overcome the London
zenlredness, 1o iniroduce more literary
miaterial and non-indusitial Featores. On the
firs week of the change paper, far (rom
“emposing® an ‘abysmally low®, ‘Brash’,
‘sepsational’ eic paper, CHIT was wandering
round the office suggesting we publish & racher
poignant short story by Maxim Gorki.

As Tor Socinlist Challenge, ["ve enjoyed some
3f #s features &od think 0 bas had
stimufating ¢ffect on Left journalism. Ciod
knows, almost anything would have been an
sapprovement on Red 'Weekly. Bul there are
two fundamental abjections...which apply o
the Socialist Unity projpect oo and do much to
explain 3WPers lack of enthusiasm for
Soclalisn Usity {its genwine didinterest ool
top-down seciartanism, honest),
first |s that thers seems to be no ceniral
commirtment (o working class polines, to the
Barthes and the disappointments and the
passions and the crealions thal make up
working class life and from which soclallsm
draws its mesning. Sure there are sirike reports
and atiacks om union leaders and what
Martin Shaw thinks of a5 “politica” — reviews
by Marxist intellecruals, preferably him, of
other Marxist Intelectuals” recent books,

Bul the paper recks of a kind of Upger
Steeet chic, with wery fitthe interest or appeal to
the sort of people who will make the
revolution you are so busy drawing op
programmes for, The Xmas issoe illostraies
the point; at a critical week in a critical strike
vou produce an anthology of not very funny
Marxist in-jokes aivd Te-prints,

The second problem 15 that, despite all the
wrenwous effors to appeal to the general left,
Socialisi Chellenge is still completely
coatralled by the TMG who ame kemeelves
subject o the discpline of a Troskyist
International, The MG wolf has worn iis
abeep's clothing before. After failing to take
over The Bleck Dwarf, there was Red Mole,

launched with much ralk of revolationary
unity, nop-eeciarianigm, Scarfe caroons and
maral uplill.

It even had independents on the editorial
hoard. Then Uee IMG changed ils mind again,
all the carefully proomed independents were
dropped and it wes Red Weekly tine. Now, if
the IME and Big Flame wanl o go out with
each other, swap a Tew merbers, «ven o
merge for a month every penecal ebecsion, wedl
that s great, But don’t deéss il wpas some grent
gvent in labour histary. 10's what's called in the
tradbe a “anicy olfensive’.

We in SWP do  beliews in revolutlonary
upity, now, not oext election and between
people ncioally involved, not self-appointed
revolutionary diplomats. We waek all the time
with' CPers and non-aligned and, when they
exixl, the [MG and Big Flame — 0@ racisi,
Orunwicks, Hounslow, the firemen, the cuts,
in Lhe umions,, .25 well doing as doing things in
our own Tight. And we don't seed Ernest
Mande! Lo grve WS (eETMAESI0N.,

Fin:ih-,yh-!mﬁ-r sneerd ab the ‘rather
irregular’ appearance of the International
Socabism Journal, 150 &5 in focy the lomgest
extablished revolutionary journal in Britain
and we sectorian hacks and uwopolitical
bulfoons of the SWP a6l m omy opinid,
produce @ more Interesting, relinhle and
regular publication than the tyros of Big Flame
and theoreteal sophisticsies of the Thili

My wuess, based on the expesience of the
Matioml Converion of the Left and Y5, is
saciakist Unloy iz nochoper and independents
invedved will come oul worst, 1 cclulfi ]
compleely wrong. Bul aither way, 1t wol 1 el
m}'l.fhrrr?nn LhEEJnﬂLTUEHTE jibes al the SWE
which are sech a central feature of the presend
mEnal,

DAVID WIDGERY

Sexism and the

labour
movement

I vour 5 January edition vou printed a letter
from Ddck Hall of the Matiopal Union of
Miners defending Arthur Seargill, He hasically
sald that whatever the wrongs of having a pin-
up in the Yorkshire Miner, it was a secondary
matter compared to the overall struggle 1o
mchieve a socialisl society;

1 sympathise with a 1ot of whar Déck sald.
Seargill 5 vndoubiedly one of the best anion
leaders we've pod, and considering the shit chad
has been theown af him recently by the capital-
is press, i ls unforiunate thar Socinlist
Challenge chould be griticizsing him as well. The
Yorkshire Miner is generally a good paper, and
from what | hear its s=xism is mare the donegs
of the jourmalisis who prodoce 18 than
Scargill’s,

Bt kaving said that 1 think tlsere are dangers
insome of DMek™s views, Certaimly the problems
af sed proups can only be eradicated by
transforming the whole structure of society,

Socialist

Challenge|

EVENTS

Far daladls af aciities In the
MW  wrlle ar ring Eha
EManchasier Sacialisd Chall-
#ge Canbre, Third Froor, 14
Biccadiliy, Mancheater 1
DE1 -85 352,

Open Tusaday S-8pm, Thisa-
day B-Bam, Baluday 10-1pen.
Aoam avallable for meosdinga.
Duplicating tacibitisas evaliaba,
sURY Sacialisr Challamga
group mools overy  Wedneas-
ey, B?m. &l tha Whaaisheat
o n Bury Meéw, Road,
wihietield |nomr Whitafiald
Bua and irgin slation),

LIWVERFOOL EBoclaflst Chall-
enge group messia foknightly
ar Wednoadays at  tho
Ualphin, Genming Placa,

WARRINATOMN Socislist Chell-
sngE group mests regulay.
Ping Manchaster Socialias
Challerige ¢1ficaa for codalls.
[ -236 2382,

NORTH EAST

DURHAM Soginlist Challemgs
group M&atd 1at sno ded
Thursdays In the Big Jug Puly,
Claypath, Durham Cliy.  Neoxd
maating, 18 Janusry <n "Aimas
of Secaalial Challenge” wilh a
‘gpeaker fram tha Boclalist
Challanges adiiorial bospd,
Furifar detslla fram J. Fox, The
Aupnis, Durham,

MIDULESBOROUGH Soclalis
Challenge =xas o Saturdaya
autslde Bodals In Claveland
Canlo, 11-1pm
HUDIFERBFIELD Socislist
Challangs iz an ssia Ealundays
from 11am-1pm  ouiside iha
Libiey in the Fhazra. Maxt
Soclalist Challemge group
masling on Thursday, 26
Jamusry gl (ks White Lige peh,
Croas Church Skrest, Bpm and
farimighdly therasiter,

SCOTLAND

For Infcemation on Socialisd
Chaflenge coniaol Bcolilsh
Socoialisli Sociglial  Ghallenge
bapkshap, B4 Juean Sireel,
Qlaagow [Tal: 041-227 7481].
OJoen weekdays 10-4. Lats
claglsg Thursday 6.00pm,
Wide range af Fl publicatlons.

DUNDEE: Infarmation aboud
Socinllat Chadlenge bilmities
iram B4 duean  Sireet,
Glaagaw, Join in BC asalaa
gutaion Boots {corner ol
Ralanm Seiest) gach Saluoatay,
HMam-Zom.

EDINBURGH Soclalisl Chall-
snga mestings awery meccrid
Wednaaday, Cenlact Gearga
Karevnn, 12 Marchision Srave,
Edinbiirgh, Tal: 031348 J455,

SOUTH WEST

FOATEMOUTH Bociafsl Chal-
lange readers group SVOry
Monday, 7.30pm at Wilishina
pub (upalairel. Wampshiro
Tarragca,

MIDLANDS

COVENTRY Soclalisl
Challenge mealing Gliver
MacDanald an 'Baoial sl Dppo-
gitlam Im Eaaferr Edsapa’,
Friday; 3 February, 7.&5pm.
Elmsile ln

LONDON

BRAENT Socialist Challangs
group. Far detalls of meetings
witle &/ o Lendan IMG, PO Box
50, Landan M1 24P,

CAMDEN Socisiist Chadlangs
grrup mests evory Nirst and
third Wadneadaya of ﬁﬂ-_"‘:h
manih In Hentlsk Towr. Far
dgedpils ring MWesd ZE5-A38A - ar
wrile PO Bex 80, London W1

GREENWICH ! LEWISHAM So-
claligl Challangi groug maats
eviry bao weeks. Foe delale
ring RAay on. 01.858 1187

SOUTHALL Supposiers graug
misgla [ornightly. Far dalaila
prhores O =573 o008

SOUTHWEST LOMDON Soc-
inbisl Challenge supporiers
mest sypry lwn washp (A
Baiterson. Futher Infarmation
from 26 Latchamsra Road
Landan W11

WANDEWORTH Sociallai
Challangs grovp medling
‘Buliding 1ne ravaiullanacy
inlernational”. Wednasday, 25
January, T.30om. Spaakers:
Harry  Wicka Workerga'
Leagua, plus a membst o the
MG Paldical Commilies, York
Library, Wy Klreat,

HARINGEY Soclalinl
Challsmpe macas grodp meets
feetnightiv in the Bl Gresn
Sommunity Cantre; Slanley
Roa ol gl Cinssr Road)
Maaresi tube: Tumpibie Lane.
Haxl meating, Monday, 23
Jarivary, T.Mpm The Curant
Siusice iv Iraland’, Soaakar:
Gaoht Bell from Soclalisd
Challesga &ditarial board and
author ol The Predeatents o
Ll b
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But thar doesn't mean, a5 many male secialisis
think, that the krgely male indusirial work-
foree has o destrow  copitalism, and  then
women, blacks, =lc, will be able 1o da sooe-
thing about cheir stuation.

Take Gromaicks which Dick mentions. It is
the mosd hand-lfought and politdeally advanosd
struggle of the vear. Flracly, it bs baing fought by
Axians, many of them women, Second, it is a
stragele — primarily — againgt the super-ex-
pdoitation of the sweacshop, and against the low
pay and bad conditiona Toced by many
women and immigrants.

The white, male worki flase — in
cluding mamy miers, — nhave taught nne
hell of & ot abput the role of the Scate and
wiion leadesship by the sectbonal stragele of
these women, This is the same way thal
the miners in their sectiomal siruggles have
tanght 1he ress of the workimg class a lot.

Ome of the tasks of revoiutionarles is to be
gontinually irving o generallse sectional
srripgles, ned saving o one half of che populn-
tion 'Hang on & [ew vears whilss we miners
delexl capitalisn " Strugples of women ngainse
capitalisr exploitation/ oppression are not
going to be generalized whild many men see
womien onky as sex ohjects and unpaid doemesic
labour and sosay “Who cares whelher they get
the sack — they are only wormen'.

Ultimarefy only the self-organizanon of
wouten =il change those attiiedes —
which are & fundamental part of reformist con-
woisinesa, bur the pio-up In the Yorkshire
Mimer doesn's help. . Would Dick be angry if
Epare Ribhor Women's ¥oice — genernlly gond
pulslications = suggesied Lo miners™ wives that
Lhey shouldn’t support their hushamd’s sirike
Eeecanse they don’t Lreat Lheir wives wilth
enough respect? 1 am sure be would,

Finally, | must add thar [ tviok micsers will £0
on accepting productivicy deals and working in
danperous conditions as long a3 thes Feel that
they have o work hard and risk thelr lives o
preserve their image as ‘real men”.

JOHN WALLER, Linky Colliery,
5, Modtinghamshire

A sounding
board

THE DEHBATE on the furure of Sociallst
Challenge has raised o eracial question for so-
clists: hew de we whilise our reseurces in-Che
minsd el Tective way to get cur ideas woross Lo the
workiog class and jte alliss, in order lo ines-
vene in the strugele for secalism?

[ soe geveral dangess in the approaches
mooted s far, Compade Mellngs eess every-
thing is quantitalive levms — 10-12,000 sles:
Those of us who lkave experienced
the worst kind of manle-actvism  [Healy's
Workers” Revolutionary  Parmyd know  haoow
mesningles are paper sales, when diverced
from & conslstent politica] siruggle.

Mace Lhan thia, the paper shoald be @ resan-
ant soandleg Beard i the class strugele: a two-
way (ribal rom-tom, a bridge with a dooble-
fovee of praffic, nint just s bleak sign shouting s
mesanges Trom a spiav-canned hoarding.

If the pnper &5 the “organiser' of the Party
{Leniny, them il lwings forces aroond il
carifies ideas tlhrough discussion — henoe,
genuing debare i@ not n concession Lo
liberalism, and [ mobilises “within you and
without vou' {Lennoenk,

[ do pot beliews thet the choice 18 Berwsin a
srevedutlonary' Mirror or o militan Yangeard-
i, a8 Comrade Cani=ll argoes. 11 is nonsense
(o supgest a5 doss this comreade, that SC is
cimiply 8 mewsified version of a theoretical
journal like Mew Lefi Beview.

if iv has o Fawdt, then the fallure lies in the
Inahilicy o hring Usecry o issoes in @
consistent educative way. | apres with- Big
Flamethat the ideal saciablst paper woild be an
agilativans] weapoul n the working class, and

that %C is nal. Certainly, a change of formars
rale i the main :éumuun on the agenda

Huwever, this does not entail collapsing into
the mawkizh populism of Sociplist 'Worker
Tlse shorl teem gaing of the SWP and-its paper
upderestimate, and ullimately short change,
the working class by confromling its cons
ecicisness e che bevel dictated by the Bour-
genisie, B should hawe Uhe perspective of be-
coming the paper thal provides these angars le
a form suitable Tor o propaganda work io
the class sirigpele.

et the problem remains: is the befr resady for
such ap lntervention? True, there is wlways the
posaibility  of a borched, hurried, emply
capousal af strouggle-for-siruggle’s sake. Again,
it 5 true thal SC is litde cnore Wi & céviesd', &
conternplative reflection of politics for 8 fixed
comstituency of commitied miliiants.

But thiz ‘Ureke’ is quite-a lot. 11 is the one,
thar, pipiog reed of rationality o be heard om
the Jeft for a bomg rime.

Unlesssuntl the beft pets its idens/arse 10-
pether o decide what ifa seategy nf inter-
venriom in the working cluss B godog e be, then
there is no pine in pulling - a prolesarian
HCcent fo despem ity effect.

‘hrown shires doen”™ micke il
leave schoal don't Tuke it {Frank Zappa)

1M MASTERS, London

Refreshing and
healthy

Having bad a tendeney towards aocialism from
nn carly age, and a past member of the Com-
munisr Parcy amd the International Socialisig
[SWP), 1 wauald like Lo express my appreciatinn
of recenl issues af Sdetokist Challenge.

Your paticy of printing critical comments |
fund refrealing and bealthy, becanse o at Jeast
sgema 1o indicate the paper s belpg
read by orher socialist groups besides thoss whio
are unaligned, thus simulating essential polil-
icit] debaie

Frnust sizesy [ am nol acnember ol the 1%006.
Bt at 59,1 do oot Siead Ueis bars me Irdéan cosne
Bined politneal discossion and strogele, alomng-
sede copirades from other orpanisations. -
clading the [&G,

May [ suggest that vour supporrers and
critics alike rend again che “Batccke of Tdeas' in
the 19 MNovember, 1977 issae. [noan Cliver Mac-
Donald commented an the crisis Facing 1he
CPOA af i 15th Parly Congress.

Ter da g could possibly lesl 1o the com
biniiug of what | see al present a3 cadre organi-
sations — capable of Hoklng rogelther n oan
effort to provide moee dmperas — toward the
inevitable classless sociaty.

Lam looking forasard to the Xmas 1978 bisue.

JOE HILL, Monchester].

Out of the
kitchen

Dipes the official abandonment of the firsmen
by the TUIC mean thai, dike the Labour
FParty, they have linally betraved those very
principhes whict are their cnly reason For exist-
ence?

Before any of the apologists, Labour, TLC
ar CORMEN COME out scremming,  cansider
the following questions: :

13 it possible, in a genuwine democracy, 1o
efficlally restrict incomes whilst allowiog,
woder ap  obviously phoney  amoke-
sereen of conirals, prices and peaflis to fun
wild? This is pn important geestion doce when
wagesand salaries in hasic industnes are recog-
itlsed a5 the platform of the economy and thus
conirol indirsctly 'all” wapges and salaries,

Then before phases 4 and 5 ere. are accepted
we hawe the *rghtl' and ‘duty® i insist upon
kmoowing the wages and salaries in basic indus-
try expressed ad a percentags of the consurmet
prices in those relevant arens. This must do-
clude figiarea both now and, for cooipansom, 15
wisars apo, before price and profit inflation
wieni mead.

Alan; we need to have sated officlally what
is the currently acceplable perceniage relation-
ship nf wapes apd salafies to consmmer
prices in the same sreas excloding the pay-
rialt sobsady. 3

This letrer iz a direct accosation thal vilal
opindon-forming material s being withheld
From public knowledge ms national polieys that
i aituation is an inolerable breach
of homan rights — a denial of the basie prin-
ciples of demoeracy: ie. the decision of the
peaple “in Tell - kncwledge of all of

facts,

The ahility to recognise, regist and expose
this Kind of political mindbending and mass
indaetrinacion i & principal qualification for
all genuine trade unien and political represenia
rives; right, keft and cenire,

Tix those in alflee and o the TUC: il you
can't da il, get out of the bloady kitchen?

T. WILKINSON, (Riyl)
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John Berger on Padre Padrone

ET IN Sardinia,

Pudre Padrone is the

sory of & shepherd
bov who i faken away
from school at the ape of five by
his father, who already needs
him in the mountzins io look
after the family's sheep and
EOnis,

Thas, demied lilecacy and
tyrmiimized by bis father, the
son Fmally revolls, aod his pe-
vall takes the form of his be-
opining & echolar of lenguage:
ventually he tnkes a degree in
lEnguistics, The sory, howsver,
is nod the conventional one of
the-brighl peasant bay whi,
after n hard strugpic, makes
good and becomes A bouar-
gy,

PADRONE...

For the son's acule aware-
niess of language and its relation
o expericnce forces him 1o
returin 1o study the Sardinian
diabec in the village where he
was born, where he was taken
away from school, and where
neverthelsss the meaning of his
Ilfe remains.

The filtm, bised on &6 48L0-
biograghical book by Gavino
Ledda, wasx msde by the
TFaviand beothers for Italion
lelevisdonn. A prize winner nf
the 1977 Cannes Festival, it was
heralded by Roberto Rossellini,
just  before his demth, as &
masgerpicce. And in my opn
lon Rossellini was night.

Having himsell contribuled
o moch 0 the ercatbon. of

awihentle cinéma films
made 10 be Talthful to the lives
of those they depict he

recopniced that  the Taviand
brothers had made what @
perhinps the first autheitic [dm
ahoul peasants,

Mo coommends on Ueis [lm
have conceplrated on e in-
dividunl wory of the son, This
may come from an - under-
standable urban bins of the
citlgs. (Copcerning the big
London critics one cannol
speak of bias but onky, as wsoal,
of facetionsness and

g TgLTer -
PEASANTCRUELTY
What intecested me even

maore than Gavino, the son,
were the mother and father. In
an unauthentic film the father
would have been cast as a vil-
lain, We see him as cruel and
tyrannical, obstinaie end
vengeful, and yet the flim also
allows s Lo see him as the
human pivot of 8 world, He is
nol guilry,

In this comparatively brel
articke 1 wani 1o discuss one
cealral issue rmised by Lhe
father's character: the fisie of
peasant cruely. et belore
dioing 5o, it's pecessary (o make
wp genernl poinds about the
film, sa that this greal work of
the Taviani brothers &5 seen for
what 1%,

Flist point: the story 15
gpecifically abmd a3 village of
Bardinian  slepherds, it has
been coeated by locnl history
and 50— although it i exactly
what 1I'm going to do — i1 i4 30
SOIIE WAYS unwise Lo generalise
from it, For example. the sub-
missive rode of women in the
story it by no means ypical of
some olher peasanl com-
LR

COOLNESS

Second point. The way the
film has been made disi-
courpges the spectator from all
vicarious identification. This
has led some coarrades 1o find it
lacking in emadion and psychio-
lﬂ-,p;lcsfd-:pth. The proper Lhe-
atrical comparisom. would be
with Brecht. Yer there is
anather reason for the 'cood-
ness” of the film.

Peasant enotions are expres-
sed more often in music — us
the film beartrendingly shoeacs
— than in narrative: peasant

‘The cruelty of peasants has often dismayed
the urban observer .... The violence inflicted
on them has often been far more individualised
than thatsuffered by proletarians.’

b -

i A AN

.‘f
o

OMERC ANTONUTTI ae Gavino's father: ‘cruel and tyrannical, obstinate and vengeful, but also the human pluot of 2 workd',

nprrtive is-eple and therefors
coil.,

Mg Tpr psyehological infer-
prétations, they do nor exist os
such o peasant culture For they
pIesuppose A cerfain space
clearsd by leisure, and this
spaoe i never there; questions
of paychology remain questions
of charncter. “fHe's az srnaighs
ef 0 goas's hindier'. Nor
"Hhmd oeaee him dishonest?"

PUNISHMENT

The crusliy of peasanis has
often dismayed the urban ob-
server. Gorkl, for example, was
appalled by rhe cruelly he wil-
nessed 1o the Russian ooun-
trymice. [ cite Oorkl becose,
unlike many other obsereers,
he cannel be accused of cosy
scotlmentalicy. It was mat the
killing of -a rabhit which
appalled kim. Ungue, ionably
peasants Are capahie of a
special kind of crueliy — just as
they are also capeahle of a
special kind of courage or
generasity.

Inthe filin there are al leaat
U inslances of guch craely,
Oace when the fatlier s puoish-
lng the gon — and, given the
copditions of life in - those
mounialns, the punishment is
just — he conrinues to beat him
until the boy is unconscious.

The secopd incadent con
cerns 8 vendsita between 1wo
frmilies. A’ young shepherd
from ome family agress o &
reconcilintion, and il follows
that the two Tamilies will shear
their sheep wagether. When the
shearing is dane, the sustom is

o kill o Lambs and celebrate
by feasting. The won of the
ather family suns the first
lamb; when, in twrn, the shep-
herd hinldsthe wond lamb, he
himsell is murdered — with a
blow from the same sledge
hammer.

Mothing is served by delend-
ing suclcrwelty. Yet if it is to be
judged, this cooelty has o b
understond for what it s, and
this nbeans relating it Lo the
whole context of peasanl -
perience. It will resnain an avil,
bl ool mecsssEanily the one the
stranger first assumed.

Straighizway one ool coms
e rerms  with ithe fad
that gver centuries (e peasant-
ry has heen the viciim of svery
kinat of violence inflicted by the
ruling class and its seTvanli
And this wiolence ‘hns often
been far more individualised
— far moere apparently geatait-
ks than that suffered by prole-
rarians who were able, in some
measure, Lo afganlse their own
defence,

STRICTDISCIPLINE

Ope must:also reckon with
the faet rthat o peasant
family’s chances of survival
have usually Been 30 alim that
traditions  of - striet  and
ohstinare discipline became
Necesary [0 gustain even the
lpe of that surivival,

Such mega-historical explan-
ationd, however, cannos take us
very [ar towards under-
standing the spesific act ol
cruelty, They suggest a kind af
determilnism and, =8 a resull,
they make  generations afier

Fu:ﬂu:-ml:i{:-ns al peasants appeas
(o0 passive. Whereas in trdth
the impuilsetowands cruefty us-
ually steens, incthe case of pea-
aarts, feom 8 frostrated desare
tor acrhon.

This frusiration has Hite o
do with what s now called Ires-
tratbon in the cities, 11 is & iy
a1 the immediate and ioexor-
phle connection existing be-
rasen evenl and consequence.

There is o time or space for
pleading. You live with vour
Fuce right up against what has
happened {0 vou, Mo owlside
intervenlion of compensation is
possible, You @re the evedls
whicl bave oegurred in your
life. — masr of them bevond
wous contral.

The faitber, who is respon-
sible for the sorvival of the
whaole family, has o irEin his
eldest som e be & reliable shep-
herd, The training of a bov In-
sure papishmenis as does the
training of an animal, When
the hoy fwils, te Father beais
himm. o Tar fo eraely is in
volved. Bur he conrinues Lo
bea: him, the bencing making
him ever more furious: Turious
because his son has made bim
peat him, furious becanse he
has pochoice. This fury is what
has ta be understood. Though
when mndersioad, the oy has
still been Beaten ioto unoom-
sCLOMISnESS,

In general pepspnts are
neither indifférently noT secrel-
T, cowerily, cruel, They are ex-
pressively g0, And 1he act of
cruslly 12 8 way of eapresng
b nusar todispster one bdooe-
self. 1t |8 & comment om an £¥ent

which, upchosen, now belongs
o your life.

(1 say oommend because 1
hesitate to use the word appedl
wel ln a world where, ax [ have
gakd, there is no space for ap-

peals, an &t of crodiy-is a
black appeal; sach murderin a
wvenderin is o profesl against
thar vendetla.) BExcepl Lo the
law, peasanl cruelly is seldom
deried or justilied : indread it is
ssurned — o the sense of belng
taken upon oneself.

ABSTRACT

The evil of such cruelly (a
rerm which mest pegsaols
would accept] needs 1o be dis-
ringuisked rom ansther kind
of cruelty which, far from
heing expresaive, is anony-
s, denied and systemaric, A
creglly which operares apar
froon those who inflict i,
and derives, ool from any sica-
ption ol isuiferable doseness,
bul fram an absirace principle
af distant planning.

The latier crusdly le implici
in mosl pesal systems, forosd
labpwr, ractst polices, fortur
ing “apd - genocide  wrategies:
practlces which many govern-
ments endorse without  ques-
tion. The good citieen  be-
lizvesthat heor she anyway will
ke exempd from ansGlution-
aliredl crusliy.

Pessands are icruel because
they have never been able (o

-

gain exemplion from their own o

pain, Ther acts of cruehy -

and they can be called nothing
clae — are concentrstions of,
aciive monuments to Lse paln
— hoth ther owa aod that of

agrhers — which twy bave saf-
fered
WHERETOSEEIT

ik prires of Padne Padrans,
suitalne for stuawing by film po-
cieddsy, will be guriiable by the
ereed af March froum e distri-
torsl Aeiifleral Eve, 3 Torfen-
ko Streer, Londom BT Tl
fi-a77 2532 The  film
[earfifieare A il e g
ol the Toilpwing cine e

Comden  Plazo, Norik
Landon, wrid 9 Felk Asdew,
Manchester, 2228 Jon. Armol-
S, Briwal, 31 Jon -5 Feb
Terevids Fitme Theatre, Mew-
sagife, 7-1i Feb Arts, Cam-
bridge, 11 Feb Edinburgh
kv Theatre, 13-18 Feh, Sneke
ke Theatre, £3-15 Fih.

Quepns  Film Théaire,
Belfast, 27 Fel, -4 Mar. Stirling
Fitm Theatre, § Mar.Arfz
Censre,  Worwick FRiversiny,
F3.04 Muoerch, Noewich Flim
Thewire, 20-22 Mar, Domcasier
Filer  Thearre, 20-31 Mar,
Shermian Flime Thearre, Cor
Al fo-i9 Moy,

A breath of air in Brixton

by NICK DAVIDEON

SOCTALIST MUSICIAN and
song writer Leon Hosaclsom
played in Soutl Léndon Iast
Friday an the opering night of
anew club in Brixton. The cluly,
the Brixton Socialist Clahb, 'ﬂ:iJl
be providing songs ancd sk,
argustent and  discusslon,
information and entectalnment
on most Friday oights

This week the film Salt af the
Eareh will beshown. 1t'a [
tie greas Mexican mining sirike
with songs Trom the  perbod.

The pim is o provide a good
night out and & chance 10 meel
ather speialisis and miligants in
the ares, plusan opporiunily (o
advertige and learn -about
what®s golng on and what
oihees are doing. The clob 15
supported by Lombeth Trades
Counal, becal socialse orpen-
jsations, and doezens of
individuals.

Lamhbeth, Llike m@any parts of
the couniry i shert on social
pentres for soclaliscs and trede
wnionisls. There's no o Labour
Club i the borovgh, and the
one of taa former “working
men’s' clubs apd “radical” clubs
Loig &pa lost any links they may
have had with the labour

movement, The club’s lirst jok=-4

is 1o Fill this vacoum.

More pmibitiously, and tenia-
rively, we pee g couple of other
goals the club should strive for.
Firsl, we wanl (o wse it as an
ppportunity to pet away from
Ly common dea thar secinlist
politles s only abous elections,
meetings and strikes, and
demonstrations. We want o
show thar seciinlism s abaoat a
lod of other aspects of life:

Secondly, and mope difficulr,
by presenting a wide range of
cyenia, we wani io break met of
the “charmed”® cirele of the left,
and provide a place where
peaple who  never nosmalky
think of themselves as politeal

ar b=ft wing will comne along and

leel comioriable. Mot an easy
ar shoret term fask. It should be
casber when we get our owm
premises in the noo roo distant
future.

For detalls of the programme
look in the events colump wf
this apd adher l=ft papers and
Fime Cwt, Come along to The
Canterbury, Canterbury Cres-
cent, hehind  Brizion  Police
Seation, al &pm, Help  and
suggestions of events welcome.
Entrance 5ip.




As Callaghan steals Tory clothes

WILL THEY PLAY

THE RACIST CARD?

Immigriniz do nol have 10 wail for the reinm of the
Tories (0 se¢ how state racism operates. A Torly sirong
pickel ol Durham jail last Salurday drew atleation to
the case of Rapa All, an immigrani from Bangladesh
who has been held in costody for over a monith facing
deporiation for illegal entry.

There is nothing terribly exceprional in that, but
what does make Rupa's case rather different is the Fact
that he has been held (wice before by police and cach
time be has been told he has the right Lo stayin Britain.
= Dine explanation for this treatment might be found in
ihe nititudes of the Northumberland police, who last
month invited Nazi leader Mariin Webster (o speak on

“tow and arder”.

The police pui Wehsier up al a five star hotel, in
marked contrust (o their treatment of Hopas Ali. The

THE TORIES @re in a
dilemmma, Most of iheir clothes
have beem stolen by Callaghan
wnl the Labour povermmeni.
The defear Inflicted on the Fire
Hrigades Upiom and the
sieesses sconedl by the rigli
wimg in the Mational [leion of
Mineworkers o the ‘incestive
schemes” have Toriher sirengih-
ened Collaghan's stamding in
ruliome class cirches. For there is
lirtle dowbe i an artempd by
the Tories to do whai Laboor
has meenmplished would have
arused an explosion on both
fromis. Cullaghas s ivdesd
et - Labavur™s onxwer 1o
Buldwin in 1he eves of

Baritish capitalisis.

palitical campaign.  Their
preseml - stite and  the overall
perlitical  sitpation  im rhe
coundry preclodes this possl-
bility, Io the first inszanoe the
Heath/Walker wing of ths
parly womld he extremeiy
lostide 10 such a4 move, Peter
Walker has besn, in recenl
spcechees, arreasdog Lthe HECEsSily
1 mnake meere Tunds available
1o deal with urban howsieg in
the hiack ghetices. An overily
racist compmign woddd sharpen
the existing divisions within the
party il Seconcdly a rocist
camparign ak s stage in Brigish
pobines world asd the racist and
{ascisy orpanisatkons more Lhan
the Tory Pary, 5o while there

latter’s laywers are currenily applviag for a wril of i i i

play the racist cord — and
Speed's proposals are g reflec-

habeas corpus. There will be a rally agalasi raciEm
and fascizm al Neweastle City Hall on Satorday 21 RACIST CARD

S0 whal showubd Mes Thatcker
dir? Shpadd she Prioritse on
Josephise? Her choice an this
front is moe.oneelaisd io the
question of racasm, For il the
Tories degicde 14 further
ingrease unemplovment, imple
maEnt more cuthacks oo sl
expenditure, there ool well be
'rioting  in the streela’. An
ifeological cover which playvs
o Lhe weaknesses ol Lhe lzbous
movement could thersfore

ticm of this - the Tory Party
will be cosrént merely  with
warning Eabour that they have
Lhis card Lt Feserve,

IMMIGRATION

The Tory proposais - in
themeslved are not new, They
have been discussed by
mumersus Givil sepvants o the
Home CHfge Tor the past [lve

BEIHETIH s 10y
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