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LOKD DEMMNING: “We
b ve mava apdmeans of
petlimg ronmd the 2"

— exclnsive cxposEre

— Crechosloyak Socialis
Sucked — exelumsive docu-
mend om Preor Uil s
suckimg. Pape 12,

We Yolue onr Close
Eeomomic Links wlth Iran®
— the Foreipn Dif|ce spells
ol s peositinn. Pape 12,

— Expused! Secred French
repard on ihe Sauih African
nuckrar bomb. Fagpe®.

— How British Leylund
bivnsis aparihend. Poge i,

ENMOCH POWELL Iz the Grand Wizard of Wolverhampton. He
mustbe fealing guite pleasad with himsald.

Hizchildren have donned Ku Klux Klan hoods and embarked
on & campaign eftermoragainst black vouth In Woverhampton,
The police have, as uvsual, arrested more blacks than white
raciats: Tha Grand Wizard's successor aa Tory MP, Nicholas
Budgen, has equated the white hoods with those whom they
seaktotarroriss,

& few Uncle Toms have praised the police and to crown [t all,
Margaret Thatcher has virtually invited Powell back to the Tory
Fronl Bench by her blatant appeal to racism on "“World In
Action'last Monday.

Inthe face of this racist offensive, Labour has respondad so
far only with brave words. These are not encugh. What is
needed is to throw the resources of the Labour Party and the
trades union [nto the fight against racism. This must {ake
place al every leval.

Anll-racists should organise. the distribution of factory

bulleting. Labour MP= and trade union leaders should
organise factory-gate meatings against racism and the left
ahould unite to swell the size of every anti-Mazi and anti-racist
demonstration.

Furthermore the lessons of the Wolvarhampion events ance
again point to the nacessity of biack people organising their
own seif-defence In collaboration with local anti-fascists and
anti-racists. For the police, as wa have seen, are only
mobilised Into actlon after the event. |t needs a black to be
killed or seriously injured before any real investigation is
L tiad .

For racism runs deep into the heart of the British police
force. The blue uniflorms only give It an official seal of
approval, -

REPEAL THE RACIST IMMIGRATION LAWS .

EYE-WITNESS REPORT FROM WDL‘.FEHHA:_HFT-EIH ON
PAGE 6. i

— To Play or Mot to Play.
CHRISTOPHER ROPER
om the Wrld Cop in
Argenling. Fuge 13.

— FAY WELDH}N,
PETER KENMARD andd
J AT T BN diseuss "The
Spongers', Page 15,

— In Defemce of the
Commnmkst Pady by BEA
CAMPBRELL, JANE
RONERTS and
CABRODLINE ROWA™YN,
Pape 7.

Judgement 8l Strmsbowrg
by TIMAHALLICE,

Devabution Blues by
MNEILWILLIAMSON,
Puge 2.
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Thereturn of
Frankenstein

AS THE Tory Parly conlinues o make mons snd mora rmcis
nodses, saming for liself a rebuke sven Irom tha old
scourge of tha Kenyan Asians, Jim Callaghan, one of Its
oid vampires |s seriously conshdering a ralurm 1o (he fodd.
Encsch Powell was axorcised by Heath and retraaisd io
Northarn Ireland. Bul hi could never completely integrata
maall intg the complex netveork of Oranga Eribalism. Like
o guiliy criminal he redurmsd sgain eand again to the scana of
s old crimas,

Hiz lalesi spasch calia for the repatriation ol black
people n this country. Ho axplicitiy stated on ITY that he
was rederring bo black childran borm and brewght up in this
pountry &s wall as thelr pprents. Powell must ba getting
desparaie. For o make & speach which reproduces fascis)
propaganda and aids the Molkonal Froni indicatas thal the
Grand Wizard ol Wolverhamplon |8 an E:'l!rim'lﬁ'
ambittersd politiclan who |s propared now io risk all |n
order 10 appeass his lrusirated politlcat ambitions.

Il e weare logical he would forget the Torles and organlss
a unified racisl organisation of the Right, In which
axpliciily tasclst minorities wess ioleraled.

TORY HOOLIGAN

The Breitieh medis has up U now treated Powell with kid
gloves, deferring constantly 1o his ‘inteliigence’;, his
knowledpe o the Lolin classécs and his firm baliel in
Britain and the rule of pardamant.

In reallty Fowsll |s 8 dlealfectad Tory hoollgan, I, &6 he
once confessed, his greatest ambition o be Yicemoy of
Irefia % e longes pasaibde, the naxl st I8 10 Detoma 8 de
Gaulle=1ypa leader of England. with a sami-populisi. reclst
biase, This appaars & lar-felched notion 81 the momant. Bul
if Soottish and Welsh nationalism succesd in denling the
British Siale and establlehing some degres of
indapandence, Powall would ba on abwiows choica as
teadar of English Matlonallsm,

For hig latesi spaech he should be prosscuted under the
wxlsting antl-racist laws. He will nol be, in the name of
'Ireetom of speech’. Bul what thal ‘Iresdom” doss 1o the
maal fresdoms of black peopla in this country is nol of 19a
greal an inisrest fo the majorliy of politizlans and tha bulk
of the media,

Medieval torture chamber

THE SAUD|I ARABIAN governmant has institutlonalissd
barbarism In ite legal code. Diher slates pre ot consiant
palns to prove that they are not guiliy of forlure, Bul not the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, I I8 proed of its strict iskamic
code of condwsl. The Saudi Arablan Roval Family balongs
fo the orihodox aect of Wahabd Muslims. No modarnist
nonsanss for tham, Kemal Alaturk is a dirty word In thae
Saudl lexican.

The sladte itasli would probably mot exisl il 11 wane ol Tor
& meAsslve ol l-resarnas. ﬂup-mylll are spani Io bensfil the
Royal Family and thoss cleessly sssociated with |11s political
lortunes, Sawd| Arabla s the creatlon of the American ofl
company, ARAMCO: |1 was buill on royalties from the
Unlied States and 15 staile structures ware modelbed on
lires regommandesd by the Uniled Stalee. The combinaiien
ol Wahalbl fundamantalism and the ClA has proved o be
tatal Por the unfortunate peopla of the country, The Wast
lolarates Saudi Arabin becausea of 115 ail, bul also bacausa &
regeme of this sort prevanis the oll from bedng used to
finance countries and movemants hosiile 1o United Stataes
(ty] ligam.

ter @xecutbon ol a8 Saudi Arablan waman [Ehe 1861 that
she |8 & Princess |5 irrelavant| and har lovar for defying the
convantions of mediaval morality is anly the lates) and bast
pablicised inalance of barbarity. The laci that the Wasiarn
bourgenisle sccepts this barbarism shows all its conosm
for human righta’ ia be a cynical lacade fo cover up fhe ol
and nsw cRlmas.

The sociellst groups were probably too over-sirstched ho
mourit aven a plcket of the Saudl Embassy In Brilgin.
Livewisa the Womans Liberation Movemeni., MNaxi
time we should make the aifarl. Be&cause
far the appressed masses of that country even the smallest
geslure |s usalul,

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
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Parliament
sabotages

devolution

IT would be ironic if last week's deciston (o define a
majority as 40 per cent of the total pobentlal yoters In
the devolution hill would later apply toother elections
in Britain. (ne of the first casualties of this new theory
of democratic rule would be George Conningham,
Labour MP for Islingion and the sponsor of the 4 per
cerd amendment. He polled exactly 34.26 per cent of
ihe vote gl the last election — neardy 7 per cent less

ta bhe elected.

NEIL

WILLIAMSON looks at what lies hehind lasi week's

than he would need
viOTe.
Itois wnhikely 1hat M,

Cunningham will be bothened
wery much by e devolation
amendmienl  as I was -a
sabolaging manacuvie, deslgn-
ed 1o omake  Lhe  pelerendum
operative. The wature of fe.
Cunnmeham™s  allles are k-
structive — eapecially the Tory
Farty Unzon Plag sraun. Hav-
ingwatched the Empdre crumibibe
from Salisbury b Mepal, these
Tory gentlermen have jolmed bor
pether, derermined to draw the
line @ Edinburgh.

Thie re=salt of Lhis gnitsd fromt
is @ rigged bhallol. Under the
lerms ol  lhe  successful
armendmment, absyieEntions, il
nesses, baredom and the
normal 12 per cent ol volers
lost on elsctoral rales all get
lumped topether againal Lhe yes
votes, On, forinstance., & &l per
pent wote, iT only &5 per cest
wanl an assemnbly, 1ois sl
defeped . The explicic object 1a
o sloqy the Scottisl electorate
deciding what changes io the
form of goverument it wanis

OIL

Almost Lost amid the forore
over Cupniogham's amend-
ment waa Jo  Grimond's
amoidment giving the ‘right of
federation’ to the Orkneys and
Shetlands. Under the law of the
sz this would mean that most
of the Morh Sea oil would
return @ England, leaving
Seotland  onfy abowt 0F per
cend,

Thix is meanc 19 wngdermine
the Scottizh Mational Party,
which ha: consistenily argued
the devahirion causs on
finamclal prognds; 'Scotiand s
i), Grimond®’s amendment
torns che argument on (8 head
by responding im kind. This
exposes the weakness of the
SNE hine, which works from
the  premisze of oil and
dievolulion rather than the

mazkokal clghts-of the Scotrlsh
people,

The -hackgronnd to this
masenveing will not be foand
b the Boardrgoms of che Ciry
ar i the corridors  af
Whirchall, but in ke high
temple of dempcracy
Puazlinmant itsell. Tt has been @
trving few weeks for Hrilizh
demacracy.

PRESSURES

Firsthy,  there wus the
successiol Government moye
which cawsed itoog  anger i
Toabaair “funky than “all the
Closed heapitals or dale guencs
pul topecher — edectlons o the
Burppearn Parliament

Coneerne for the pights of
parkiament came wp apain when
broadegating of its proceedings
were discussed las wesk, The
proposal to begin broadoasing
in March was thrown ouf by
WPs, In the npe of live
iransmissions from the moen,

we are srill forbidden to hear
our MPsinseesion,
Im the midst of these

pressures on the rights of the
MPs o comes devolufion.  En
agugh  is  encugh.  Alick
Ruchiaman-Smith; ex-Tory Sec
retary of Swate for Soodland,
summed up the  situalion:
Woving apainst the relerendun
‘oo principele” e explained laar
il wae was ‘an cosion of he
power  and  gupremacy of
Parhament”. The Laboor MEs
nadded as they walked into the
voliong, Lobby 1o s2botage the
relerendunm.

All this was guite predictable
i a prosperouws cartbe farmer
and Tory MP like Alck

Bul - far
Laraur Parmy MMPs such a
policy flies-simaaehe i Lhe [@oe
of real elemive democracy —
thine of the Scothish TUC, LB
Heottish  Council ol Labour
Pacties, and Lse cowitlless (racs
union Bodies ar A local and
national level  who  have
congisiently  suppoarcted an
elected aszembly.

The Governmeant may ma-
vage Lo patzl up this problem
as It did wich the first defeat of
the devolition Bill, However,
last  week's revelline by
Pacliament s by no means irs
lzsr. As woe said in Sawcinlis
Chalbenge rwo weesks ago; “lois
this inability to st nnd Teact to
the changing needs of
hoprgeads demabcracy in Scol
land  which  guarantees thal
devalution will be a ranniong
sare in Hritish pualites”

REFERENDUM

Qe aide resuls of lus week B
that the policy of absirining in
the referepdum (as many
comriade: of the Sacialist
Workers' Pary Fevourd looks
Jess aind les: crecible; Such a
pasition could only e justified
F thers wis & Serious arguonsn
that the izwe 3 orrelevanl. In
15TH whem the vast majocity of
warking class youlh vole
ratienaiist, sech a positon s

Buchanan-5Smith.

SMIALIST LINITY
Sivering Commities Meetlnp
Siretax 12 Feliuary 12 nooit-dpm
TEA D betho{nest to EigbethCivie Hall f Bu s am

3

abkqind,

ESTABLISHMENT

Alrernatively, those sugpord-
i abslenlion kave argued thal
there s nothig Lo chopse
betwean the pwo oprions of for
and against an assembly, Buc
lnst week"s gvenrs proved, not
for the frst time. that mch
more it ot stike than snother
tier - of - local Cgovernment.

O course sectons of rthe
upper glass in Scotland are
running abouwl like hexdless
chickens, tryimg 1o inke the ket
aul of devalation, An example
ta the 'Rcotand Vole Ved”
carmmittee, foromed last week .
A ghittersng array of Scottish
vilablishmenl ligures were
procsenl from Lead Kilhrandon
L0 Lhe neidr abar of thes Clurch
of Seotland.

Bebind the sugar coating of
the distnguished bowrgeolsle
o both sides, there ase serioua
gocdal forses al work, and last
week mzde il easiern 10 see toem.
0 one side are  jinegisis
p.;u_]i,anwn'.l'ri.um whose main
are ]l:IIE is ta Préserve thelr own
ancient rights and privileges.
O che otber o side lie che
political aspirarions {no mater
how comfusedy of the Scorish
people: the commuber . with
brief cose in hand, as much as
risg Clydebank engineer.,

Support for the devalucion
Eill, support for o yes voLe il
ke referendom, and toial
opposition o the ssholage of
Parligmeil 5 e only wiy o
make sure thal we are on the
right slde of tharl division.

'|h! injereas ol woorkems and vapeil

¢ on B wiirkd
fily Lreansd

o wndd markrel. B bas crrsbed g il

OUR POLICIES

Capheiism 19 In orisk. The lepdery af rhe
Hubaur Pirly and  1he trade mdians. siTer
sHulinma fhal @y in b inlresis,. ped ol e
|||ullhf|ppr.ill-l:|1l-.l..
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The thoughts of Lord Justice Denning

‘We have ways and

means of getting
round the law’

Lord Alfred Thompson Denning is, as Master of the
Ruolls, the head of the Courl of Appeal at the {Hd Bailey.
He is one of the most powerful judges in the couniry.
Lasi week he celebruted his T9h birthday.

Lord Denning appears (elike celebrations, especially
ones which mark out his own power and authorily, The
night of 10 Detober last year was one such occasion.
Denning addressed the Mansfield Law Sociely 21 the
City of London Polviechnic. His speech was
video-taped, openly and with Denming's full
knowledge. Socialist Challenge has jusi seen and
listened to the tape and it contains some interesling
revelations onthe views and prejudices of the Masier of
ihe Rolls, GEOFF BELL reporis.

*I hape Llsere are no reporbers
present’, was Denming's open-
Img rembark. The rest of the
ipeech shovwsd there was good
reason for  sech caution,

Most ol il was an exercise in
self-glorification, explaining to
the taw students who made op
the bulk of his andience, what
powerful figurs Alfred Denn
g and oither Appeal Judges
were. "By and large | hope weare
kteping the Government in
arder”, e sand al one point, A

puce af posety Ehad w:ll
|II~Jera1-:~:ﬂ:“ generul Spproach,

Hiz sddress was concerned
with reviewing the majpor legsl
decisons of 1977, embracing
SR ASITE from the refusal of
the Tory Council to implemen:
comprehensive educartion in
Tameside; the legal moves fo
preveni the Lndon of Pos
CHlce Workers from  taking

mdusirtal acliong and, most
tmporiznl of all the Gronwick
sirlke.

For |.|'|.v.. most parl Deoning
recalled with smog satisfaciion
bow the Appeal Court had
sugcessfully challenged vasious
pieces of Government legislat-
iofn. ' do not care what thes
[The Labour Government) do',
ke i, 'ns lomg as they keep
within tha lnw"”

Buat Denning's insistence on
the supremacy of biw became
somewhal muied when ir was
ik his interpretation of law, He
recatled bow the allempte o
lake the LIPW 1w couwrs Tor
thegatlening 1o cat  off
communicanens 1o South
Alnca had eoded with the
Geverament, through the
Arromey Chencral, acgoing Uhsl
a1t kad the kegal right o
slarl such a |I:|n::-:l.Lul|-:u| Ele

WEnNL o0 Wo {the A ppeal
Cooart) said the Aftoraey
Cienern! wns wrong and we

could have an application by
any individunl, .. conld come
and nsk s torell if che Jaw was
pot  being  obeved: . The
Sorney Cemnmral dighn't like b
arall.

REACTED

Creaning went ao Lo tell how
the presgmgtoons Altorney
Gietieral reacted: “The Gase wis
tnken tothe House of Lords,
and you will all Know Lhe resulr,
The Hooseaf Lords lbeld that we
were ‘wrong; the Atlorney
Ceengral was the ooly person
wio could stop it, stop the
Liion of Post Office Workers
from breaking the Law, IF he
chaose nod to, hegruse he was
afrald ©of  the trade umnions
pechaps. . the court eould do
nothing (o seg that the law was

enfgroed, And thal we must
takerobe Ul law’.

Bui then this Master of the
Rolls and author of & book
entitled Fresdom Under the
Law, added: ‘Bul we bave wiys
i‘lnﬁ means of getting round the
aw

EXPAND
_”E‘I'll'l.l“. didn'y expand on
this observaiion. Insiead he

wend on o recount how he dealt
with the Crunwick case. The
cige in guesiion was over the
rufing of Eord Chielf Justics
W idgery Lhat Deorge Ward had
in-recogmise APEX. Widgery's
roling was based on  his
i'-'IEIZ‘T]:‘I'ElBIII'l'.'-I'I of the Trade
Union Employment and Pro
tection Act. Let Denning take
up the story, of al least his
dishonestr - wersion of i

"The facis a5 shown before us
were, in that case, . these
winkers, mainly. from  East
Alrics, had gor emplovment in
the CGirusvwick faciory and were
quiliediolent.

Theiv one ol Lhem daliber-
aicly lJL‘iI.IIZIL':fﬂJ orders. . 5o as o
et Juensell dismmissed. He had
anher (ol im the offing, . . He
pof hdensel! dismised and then
g moime ol s friends together
who went our with lim, Ao
those were the sirlkers. They
weren't members of any union
theh, they wers taken wp by
APEN

RECOGNISE

'APEX  demanded ihat
Cirunwick should recosnises that
trade union, Fair enough, and
there was machinery under a
new act thal this coulkd be por
before ACAS, the advisory
service, That didn’t suit the
rade union. They were ool
ready to po belare the
Comcilinrion Seevice and have it
decicled by them. They took the
lawintotheirown hands.

“As vou will have read
thousands of mass plckets were
olsidle the Grunwick factory,
trving to force the company o
pranl  recognition by - force;
withouwt poing 1hreugh the
processes  ocomndainsl by law.

‘And there it was, Mr Ward
and the CGrunwick people
applied. 10 os. 'en afraid
ACAS didn't Bke this dispuie
l.‘l:lz'lli.lluir.l_.'.. with @l these mohs
ad siolence, ACAS said we
can't pel the view of all the
workers  inside,- w0 o owe'll
prant recogniton. They doecided
in Tavpur of irade wnlons: We
swid om the wording of this
stalule  this 5 nat lawial'.

Thisaecount of the Gruonwick
atrike, is Full of half-rrochs;
misrépresentations and down-
nghclees.

Contrary o what  DeEnning

Photo: Press Association

LORD DENNING

said, APEX appled 1o ACAS
on 12 Ociober 1976, long belore
the mass pickers began.
lTrJnrrar_'.' o what UC'."IJL':IH_.' -H R
ALAS deliversd Its Judpeement
on recngmifion in March 1977,
again hefore mass picketing. S0
oy way opuld the decision of
APEX 1oapply tn ACAS ar the
MACAS dedisinn on Tecognition
be inllu=nced by whai Dennin
calls ‘mobhs daod vicolence'
Lo the real duestion raised is
this: when Denning was making
his judgeinent, was he sn
determined to lash o at ks
and wiolence', thal he was
prejudiced in l.’.m:rn-c Wiard's
favouc?

Cremning did not end dhere.
He concluded his remarks on
Cerunwizk by ettacking Lord
Saarmunn: "Lord Justhes Scar-
inan teeld an inguiry, He said
that ‘Ward dughl 1o recognise

the union, ought (o take thens
back, [ wish he hnd mentioned
more” the - fliegnlity’ of  trade

znionists, 1 won't say anv
mcige’.
When the Orunwick case

went fo the Appeal Cowrt,
Sapcipllet - Chadlenge said  the
sirikers pould not rely on
judgss, Raading thase words of
the Judge who In Jaly 1977
prssicled - over the Grunwick
Appeal, the reason for oo
advice s nhvinug, Denning was
appacrentlvienarant of the facs
OF Ll silsation, AL be saw wese
‘mobs and wiolence', - The
concluston For the Granwick
strikersigobvious, The simogghe
continues. &l iooses howirean
shill be won, Bl us remember
the words of Denning: *We have
ways and meaRs ol ti

risumid il law', .
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Introducing
Mr Caostallo

BERT HAMELSUON,
indusirial orgamiser of ihe
Communist Pady, has beea
repaced by Mick Costello. To
Ramelsom must go ihe credie of
Tailing L mevilalise the CFP's
indlustriniarm and laneching an
aftack on Labowr's ecomomic
palicies.

Whit will Costello be lie? He
is cerininly an expericnced
membser of the party hicrarchy.
His fuither wus Mew Feulpnd's
Ambazsador to the Soviet
Unlon during the war. Young
Costello was educaied In
Mascow where be masiered
bt biis pulidicemnd ihe Russian
Immpunage.

Hecemily u book by im was
puhlished hy Mavosti Press in
Muascow. Tie fibe:  "Workers
Participation im the Soviel
Unioa™. All 167 poges cun e
purchased lor 75 pesce. The
sk s wider gibvberish. It sax
clewrly wrillen either bo earn o
il ol momey on the sde, o o de
i "H job for (e ol comrades,
arboall.

However readers shoakd nod
let ihedr judgement of Costedlo
b clomded by this sppalling
book. Al & Communmist
University mestimg in 1976, &
CP dissident, Tave Pordy
recowmred un inferestiing dsle.
Furnidy had jusi made s criticial
speech on the TISSRE and was
heing nitsekced froom the Beor by
an amgry; semtimenisl Stalinisi.
He respombed by ielling 1be
wusfiemee ol S0 that Cosicllo, in
hiz reseurch for kis book, had
vigited foriories theooghot {hc
LISSH. At w sleed plani, he had
wsiked workers how they resched
il they were sohjecied o
muprmEur monsgemenl  decis
wiens. The workers, in pn
wnguprded moment, el e
traih slige. They podmied b the
lpemvy el girders on Lhe ronl
and (nld Cosfello: "Yom see
tose. Well, when the foremen
prove Lo froublesomse there's
usaally an accident.’

This shining example of
workers panlicipatdon is mol of
comrse mentloned o the
Novosti book. Bat i dos
revesl  3m  extremely oy micsl
Indusirial Crgsmiser of ihe
Communisi Party, 3 gaalby
which ks, given the nature of ihe
inh, exacily whal is needed.

Equal pay damages

MAMAGEMENT-LINICHN col
laboration ar Levlaisd  in
Barmsingham over impementa
Hoi of the Egisnl Pay &ct has
coptribuied o cracked ribs,
spine - and groin iojuries,
nccording (o evidenee  being
given it un [ndusirial Tribumal.

Woman worker Berly Finn
chvims  she- was unfalely
dizmissed from Leyland's
Casile Bromwich factory for
publicising whal  happened
there after the Egual Pay A
wins infroduced, Previously
labourers  were employed o
hefp with work Lifting  heavy
metal conmiponents all day long,
but the union agresd o
dispense witli these labourers axsi
pant of an cqual pay agresment,
Mpiorally, this bas led o hig
savings in wages [or manusge-
ment, Mow the ALUEW Distract
Commiites iz being calbed on
mount ik own nguiry inko how
the scheme was ever aooepied
and why women sacked Tor
prolesting agninst i bave not
apparently been  given - union
BT,

the '

A suilable case for
treatment

THE political health of . filed
Irisuman Conor Craise
3 Birien, agp-:a_rs 1o be peming
worse, OV Brien was kicked out
of the Irish parlinment by the
eleciorate afrer Wis repeated
attncks om Irish Republicanism
and his imposition of press
censurship while in the Irish
{nahition Governmendt,

He has now ended op as
Felitar of the Observer. Two
weeks  age O'Brien shocked
Flees Street by lavimg e
(Hserver's editorial in bodd
print and signed personally by
him. This K exerciss in - self-
glorificndion . was comdemped
by wmong others the  Irish
Times and Flesi Strees’s trade
paper UK Press GGazetie,

He has now gone cven
further and reviewed o play
entitled 'Kingdom Come®,
currénlly pliying near oor
office. Strange thal an editor
should bécome a revieser of
frings theatss, but sramgest of
all is that the play was reviewsd
the previous week by the
{ibserver, O'Brien obreiowsty
felt - this review  wasa’l
complimentary enough. 5o he
added his hit, The play B, of
course phoul the MNomh of
Irelund and FBrien wusss his
TEVEEW Lo ODRE M attack the
IRA. We ook foreard to tha
meglomaniac O Brien  neviese-
mg Eamonn MoCann's forth-
coning play soon io e seen in
the Lomdon stage. Or will mo
mention of il fnd ils way imto
Lhe cedumns of the Observer?
Devatees. of press  Fresdom,

wialch closefy.

Daleks in blue

THE COMPUTER services
wlilis=d hw rhe British  podice
force are doe for an expansion
oo, Already. many . civil
lierty organisations and the
magarine Dhatalink have voiced
vrave  doubis az o ithe
inlormation stored o the
Police  Mational Compuler
[

li contaims, according do the
Hooe CH i ce: a i of stoben or
suspecied vehpcles; 2.2 milleom
fingerprings: records of peophe
who Bave opammitted  ‘more
gerious allences”, elc.- The
podice peluse ba admit that the
man. uie ol the PMC is
wliimately For  poditical  par-
POSEs,

50 plezsed are the police with
the- P thal a sel of supple-
OICIGETY  SOMPULErs ErE  ndvw
bilng broaght inio play in the
provinces. Meanwhile there is a
lErge ew compaiter al Tintage:
Housge just pear the Hiooss of
Lommons.  Sharkey  Summer-
skill, che Labouwr minister a1 the
Home Of e, reluses 1o release
the rebevant: details, mcluding
the fact that a number ol
Labour MPe have heir
political records onothe new
COHTV T, .

Sinle Hesearch, n [ ondon-
bused. regcarch trust, suys thal
the sysem will hold 500,000
Specinl Bramch filss on
mabividuals, maay by mnatwre
political rther than specifically
crimingl. The patrolling copper
gan then consult the. monster
directly,

Mews from Mowherp will
publizh the best fictional
gecousit ol a dalek in BMoe
coikveraiig with the computer
aftel slopping - a lang-haired
person Gn a4 raudoan check,
Sluximum lenpth: 408 words,
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Speke
plant in
dwardes’

WORKEHS al Leyland's Standard Trinomph factory
at Speke Merseyside this week entered their 14th week
on strike, after a management attempt to introduce o
speed-up on the production lines. TOMMY
HEALEY, former depuly convenor al the plant,
explains the buckground to this dispute which is

affecting 5,580 workers.

Mfore than 250,000 jobs were
lost im 1976, according 10 the
Depariment of Employment
Gazeite, bringing (he wnem-
ploymend figures (0 mose than
1 Vimillon, Hand in hapd with
this rising wnemployment,
anotber raling class offensive s
in il swing, on productivity.

On Merpeyside, large num-
bers of workers have ke
girike action in response to This
gl Fords, Standard Triomph,
Dunlops, and on the dockes.
The common fhread thraagh
all the strikes is manning levels,
Stewards ol Dunfops are faced
with suspensons and sackings,
ufter Laking strike action when
the management ripped up the
apresinenl apd impossd  new
manniig levels:

The same sifuatbon exists - al
Standard Triwmph, where e
workers are now in thesr $48ih
week of B osirike because [he
management rippad wp the
1972 manning apresments and
tried 1o raise line speeds Lrom
4% o 1TY curs per bowr,

In the 4 weeks, shop
siewards have calbed only one
mass meeting, and they slone
huve picketed the gates
gontinuously. The shop
slewards argue there B nothing
1o peporl, o that there is nn nse
il calling a meeting, Mean-
while, the Leviand manage-
ment claim the sinke has little
support and  the only local
paper, The Liverpon] Foha has
kiad & field day with headtines
of the 'Shal Lp Warning 1o
TRT Rebels” sorl.

TAUNTS

The stewards have been
toanted by management 1o call
I mass meeling ‘or owe will'
However, the stewards have
printed their own leafled, wnd
the so-called ‘rehely” mever
appear when the workers call
up exch Thursday Tor their Lax
rebales

TOT

N u."é-@

hop slewands inelsi that only
lime,

hﬂm Laytand's Spaks {sgiary: &
thay should sppaoron the ploket

Union officiols wers due to
meer  Leyvland boss - Michael
Edwardss on Wednesday 1o
discuss the company’s pro
posed job cuis. A OLass
meeting was held al Speke atrer
ihai meeting. Edwardes’
attitude is perfecily clear:
management’s job is o put
capilalism to irs best use, and if
00 jobs are lost in the
process. L 30 whar?

RESISTANCE

The xtrugele al  Speke i
crucial to the Leyland workers'
resistance o the planned job
losses. For Edwardes, it is the
first nus to crack, if he & to g
away with ripping up manning
agrecmants throughout the
corporsion

The mormmg  level At
Slandard  Trivmph Speke &
anly the starl, There are 6 DK
jobe sl siske amd  Leyland
coldn™t core e whether thoy
prodoce-the TRT ar mol. The
TRT 15 produced mamly for the
American market, wel all
MbODD TRTs  exported (o
America were re-called for six
famles 1o be bectified,

in facs the TRY is America’s
highest faukied car by’ the
American Safety Commris
sinn's standards. These ques
tions and many maore sa Far
resmsnin unanswered.

Ol ome week's producison
of the TR has Laken place ko
Augyst 1977 and vel there are
JOH TR s a0l i the componig
il H]!L‘!ﬂ.-..‘. Wlien siewards
diseised the poveotting of cars
Inahe compound, 100 6r 50 were
guickly puiled our fo e stored
vlagwliere.

Many of the stewarnds belisve
thal Leviand cannot give the
cars away, which is why Speke
was chosen for the new
affepadve, [t has rhe exira
adviiigge for management o
hasttp, & wenk workforce
iharks o fny-offs,

*“The tanker drivers’ oOver-
time ban k5 in supportt of a 3
per ot pay chaim. O the
miajor companies, only Cose
smploved by Mokl dre not
imvalved., The drvers are
members of the Transport an
General Workers Linion which,
at lenst on paper, eppases the
1 per cenl norm.

Tl stee] warkers have so
far Been offersd only @ miserly
ax per cent increass by the
British S1eel Corporption. Om
Wednesday Jeaders of the Iron
and Speel Trades Confedern
lion weie due (o give Lher
anawer 10 the BSC offer,

This week 8 a vital one for millions of workers
determined to seek a8 real increase in their living
standards. ¥ital pay negolialions in A series of
nationalised indusiries co-incide with the siart this
Wednesday of an overtime ban which threatens to cut
petrol supplies by over a third.

*as workers have alesady
reiected an nffer of an 5.9 per
send incrmass, On Tuesday pew
discussions startsd between the
leaders of the Gas Council and
represeniatives  of 40000
Wi kTS,

*The miners' claim for new
rales ol up o £135 3 week
remaliis on - the toble. The
sayonal Coal Board and the
Cowernment  are  haping  the
local productivily deals which
have been neporiated will split
the Fighiing unlty of the union.
Ths pwas sides met on Tuesday,

*Engineering workers meet
emplovers' representatives an

EEPFTY mambars lobbying their annual conferences In November |asl year.

10 per cent norm

A week of challenge

Fricy. An ofler of & twonnd o
hnli per ceiil increase has besn
descrined as “derisary” by union
leaders,

“Ruilway workers are clain
ing increases of from M 1o 6
percent. Bail chiefs will iry and
win Aecepiance For produaciivily
deals involving mass redikisdan-
cies, In the last I8 mooths
10,000 jobs have been loi in
the indusiry, Wegatiations
beagan Tuesday,

Other workers inwedved in
negalaniong chis week incluwde
shipyard workers and  water
workers, But in every one of
these claims the vast majoesiny
of union lenders invalved will
be secking some comprouilss
formula or sham productivity
deal =2 a5 nel 0 @ppear o
challenge the 10 per cent Lmir,

Thus, for-example, altlough
Rav Buckion, general secretary

af the rail uiion ASLEF, ez
saic he remains opposed 10 the
1k per cent Lmic, be bz also
stated he |5 willing to accept
prodictivicy desls,

CUTS

But csen  Buckton is
militanr compared o some.
Hugh Scanlon i3 ene of the
main archireces of the 10 per
cent mdr, andd PEir 15 left o liem,
enginseting workers will face
another cul in redl wapes this
yer. Meither is Bill Sirs, Jeader
of the steel workerd, the type of
anian b=ader with an appetite
for sruggle. In each of these
sirupgles, the cructal factar will
be the willingiess of the rank
and lide members 1o [ores their
leaders (o purgee the claims,
anel enswre that the struggle is
oot =11 i the hands of union
hurEscrals.

| bbb | e S P BT Sy

Can Franco Chapello’ defeat the 10per cent limit?
Power workers wage claim

A pay claim which wonld make nonsense of the
government’s” 10 per cenl limit on pay increases is
currenily being negotiated on behalfl of 95.(00 power
workers, The main union involved is the electrician’s
union, whose general secretary, Frank Chapple, has
been one of the staonchesi supporters of incomes
policy. RICH PALSER explains:

Ex-communist Frank Clag-
=le has heen o CoOmIELeILL
suppeTter ofwage resiradint, He
aupperied the 1966 wage frecze
of the Laboier Governmens, (0e
Tao-y Cincommes  solley  which
folipwed and the [irst two
phises of Labowr's ineomes
podicy, :

Becaise &1 now  massive
pppaaitbon o Lakaur’s 1D per
zeirt limit, Chapple was forosd
oocell far a relurn o fooe
collesiive bargoining al Lhe Las)
conference of 1he EEPTL], M
his npproach o 'defending’ kis
members' living standurds has
nol altered, Tn Decernbser Bis
union Aepolialed A wages
el Beimenl far SLE electric-
wirs and appremtioss  which
gavie thatia 10 per cent 1ise plus
toreagel gained threugh local
tncentive schomies — a denl
within the govermmerd's pay
guidelines.,

INCENTIVES'

The efferis of "ingentive
sehigmes” will be the same 8k the
inereased produckivicy dchigssd
in n power indusicy in which

T jobs have been lost, Bul
as with 0 many previols
productivity  and inSenrive
schemes; the prospect of
geiting round the 10 por cen
fimit by anochier such deal is nos
reallyan. The peessure fram his
membership has lefi Chapple
with liitde option bof o
thaeaien 1o chaliznge the 10 per
LeEl aor.

‘FRANCO’

Whetler Chapple will turn
(hese Creats dnto geality is =
very dpen guesiion.  The
feadershiin of the EEPTL & not
kiown for paying seriogs
nireniion i she views of s
rink and e, Chapple's
miethod of operatlng in his
wnio is pellected in ks 'Franco
{happells' pickname,

His  leadership af ibe
EEPTU, which allows kim 10
recnain 1o of Gog until setize
et i 1982, begon in 1961,
when the ballot-rigging scandal
1oppled the Communist Farte
from: laadershin in the womn.
Elszion of Full tme otiicials
was abolished; theluy exceartive

cladied every lwo yemrg wis
replacedd - by an execilive of
Tull-timers elecied ewery live,
the machinery to appeal apgsinsd
eRecucive dhecisiomy was ab-
alished; Communists weie
barred from holding office in
the uvnion; and the drea
commizstess were replaced witl
indstrind canferences of purely
advisory capacily.

POWERS

Altheugh the lefi was unabie
1 reverse  Lheie aaacks on
demoeracy. at the Inst wpion
rules pevision conference, il bas
e prowing in strempth awer
the past vears, Wirried chat
chections to the executive cruld
citd bils majority oo that body,
Chapple introdoced mew rudes
that conference which [Or 1he
first rime gave hinsedl — and
Marional Secretary. Charlie
Lowvell — wating powers on the
execulive, Branch delegarss
wher wauld have apposed these
mved were excluded from the
O fEne o,

Chapple polors o the
nadusirial coplerenees of shop
stewardy i an extension of
demtocracy i the wniop, Bui
iheie have only advisory
povagrs — and a5 the Financiul
Times remarked: “The wnion
has sbown in- the pist @Locan
ke A close waich om  the
pditbeml acrivities of s shop
srewarnds.

That* s wheno relignce San be
laigl on the BGEPTU leadeszhip
1o win the power workers'
claim, A netionl comlemmee of
shop stewards in the indusins
musl  devide the strabegy for
winming the claim, demand
contmal sver &l Epolaions,
andd be empowendd Lo accepl ar
reject any offer made by
managemenl, To leave the
siruggle oo the hands of
Chapple wouald be o invite
disagter

I TA T+ W [ B P TS P
FAMILY PLANNING
CuT

[N A pew  cousd of eots
affectiog services for women,
Epst Sussex Area Health
Aughorily is g.l]a.ruﬁug o close
down live family planping
cleniey and  divery the 28000
people who aftond them each
year io-. local GBS I
implentanted, this means thil
thowsands of women wall lose
the spocinlised  coprfaceptive
advice and medizal super-
w1500,

Il Lol woamen's EJ"'L'-IJFH
and ashers inchuding FALCP
and TG militants are NEhiog
back ~with® 1the FPC. AD
wnti-closere peticlen las been
massively  supporied,  and
seocialisl lobbies of the Arsa
Health Authority are o be
lallowed by a big public
wecting on Friday " February
ard,
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One day unity conference

Getting it together again

ONE OF the featares of recent activities and discus-
gions om the lefl has been the involvement of ex-
members of the International Socialists and the Social-
ist Workers Party. Apart from the Workers League, a
group of about 100 formed when the 15 Opposition
were expelled from IS in 1975, many individuals and
small groups arestill active as revolutionary socialists in
the trade unions, in the women's and gay moyements,
among black workers, and recently in the Socialist
Unity and Socialisi Challenge groups in the localities.
MNow a national one-day conference of International
Socialists on Revolutionary Unity has been called by a
number of these activisis [at the Africa Cenire, King
&1, London WC2, on Saturday 11 Fehruary from 10
o 5.30]. The ad hoc organising Secretary of the
conference i Martin Shaw, who was himself forced
ok of the SWEP last vear and is now aclive in Socialist
Limity. Socialist Challenge interviewed him about the

conference.

SC: The appeal For your
conference lalks aboul people
wihio Cstilll kentify fo seme
extend with the idens nnd
experbenoes of 157 Whar exacily
are youw hoping will come
along?

WI5: There are a bol of people
whin are no langer i the SWP
hecause ihey feel the best
paditions of 15 have been los
in thal organisaton. There are
guite 3 few whys of deltnomg

whal those Tradiclons are, bt |
gaess  thal  1he things most
people wounld Zpree were
imiporianl are the cmphases on
wirkibg-class self-activity
ipartcularly throogh genuine
|=u|L 'nﬂ ftle r'n'-r"m:l'l | and

||II ||1._L'-'r'al EErlr acy &
revolitiomary ||r3z|-:|'.:-.a.lil.r:|I. Inm
additiem, maosl people would
[=e]l thal sexusl politics was a
frig, crucind area widch 15 never

gof to grips with properly.

We are hoping thatl everyone
who  thinks along these
lines, amsd tn wdchlidn sees the
possibifity of clouer collabora-
tion with other growps (ke (4G
nnd Fhig Flumee ag impostan at
the present rime, will be
caming. Obviouely ‘we're
sprecially keen posee people whas
are still acthve on the grownd,
comiig o the conference, bul
there are a lot of peopls oo
who - might come hack inlo
activity if they thowoghlt
something viahle was hap-
pening, and wie're boplog
they'll comes oo, Indeed,
thers's been 8 good responss 50
fiur, owver Sl people have alrcady
paicl up, with a formbight 12 po,
and | expect there'll be over 100
there on the day

S (uite o few of ibe appeal
signaniories were ¥WoOrkers
League members, Glhers nol.
Whal i Lhe WLs robe?

MS: Workers Loagus gensr-
ally wre supporiing i, and some
of thesr mémbery are  vwery
enthusiaatic, but thev are
combng &5 individuals and 1
dgon't expect they'll make up
moee  than @ third ol the
Conference. Actually Lhere are
quite g few peaple inlecested

[afueiieg Fo|PR0g | HOEN000 5 i

MARTIMN SHAW

who werenever even in- 15, and
mose -of the penple will be
coyming from logal groups and
av individials. © A few SWE
miembers areg Inergated, oo

S0 vou see dhe  con-
ference o making a definkbe
cundributiim o resdlulonary

iy
MY A Lhis is o che {lest
meeting of is Elnd s yery

difticudt to 38y how definite it
conclusions will Be, We are qil
in sappor of moves oward
revoluticnary unity in’ general
term&; hat therg mav he
disngreement ahout the way o
maorves lowards f, and how GEa,
Thse af 125 whio®ve called the
conferende don't  have a
colisclive view, s0 1 can-speix
only For inysell,

Personally, [ Udek the fize
thing for this conferenes 10 do
s ma sorr ol the political
guestions — what we think the
sitnmtion is today, what the
prioribes nare, how far the 15
rradition’ helps us {and there™s
i led ol wenkneses in L voo). Ad
the same time, sou have 1o have
an organisational framework. |
dor® think there™s any furaee
for small mew Llr_ga.u'.'::].[il:lm
roday, and 1 Lhink some
members of Workers League
have come to thal conchesisn
from cheit experience Loo,

Fihink we're close enoReh 1
toth MG and Big Flams, and
can-beam a lor From them, sand
the perspecrive should L 1o
work for g new revolubiHaey
areanisation |r|'.'-:.=I'.-i|'.:_a.l.I|.|‘.'.|'|L

oo, [would He (o see Sogialist
Unity as the {ramework for
{his, since thiscan be a means
for a palitical inrereention
which can win new  people
lowands us. Mesdiess Do 58y
there would nesl to be & kot
mope sommitment o Secialist
ey iom rhe grownd, as wiell as
dlscussion  between  so-called
‘revplgtionary diplomats®
hefors this would be poasible.

%C: ¥You memtloned ithe
W, How do youw see your
rebailonshdp to them mow?

MS: Well, T hope thal what
we'ne daing will bhave o
impact o their sitodes. After
all, it wox 15 which made a big
umity appenl i 1968 and thar
was the polwy fof some time
afler thal. 5 revolutionary
unitx's very mimch in the “I5
traditken’, and ic's oot 1o lace
Teor thern [0 clange their minds,
I thisk the kev thing for me,
and probably gloref the people
comliug to our cenferance,
would be the inlerna] dermoc
rAcy question, bl thal's  so
related o your  peolilics
penarally thal there wiould nead
fo be i 1ol of re-exarminalion
the SWP, just as we aredolog
it helore wecould per closer ta
thern agmid.

NUJ strike ends

The epic journalisis® strike st North of England
Newspapers, Darlington, has just come o an end after
a riccord seven months, with both positive and negative
results, The hundred per cent post-entry shop, which
was (ke 110-sirong chapel’s oversll objective in the

dispuie, was not achieved.

Bul vuluable gains at local

level were, writes JONMATHAN HAMMOND

These | loclude & house
agreemeil og top of  the
ExiEling - palicunl  Bgreement;
0-HP per cont pay rises when
paf potlesapermits, 1ngether
whih 8 commitment from the
manapement nod o kel ML
membership fall below che level
nt which it waz just before the
strike (.35 per cenl). Aund 1ol
lemst 3 saromie and onited chapel
ul Daplinglion, made S 0y irs
experiences on Lhe plokes line

Cithoer povistlve prine were the
magnificent solbdarity aver
sevierdl manths of mpk and fike
mesibers . of the thrés primi
uniGns ai Darlington, ths
MiaA, SLADE and MNAT-
S0PA. These unions did nol
cioss ploker lines ansd 5o
brought the papers 1o o hall,
reducing them 1ooa duplicaled

vp-pape broadsheet
Megative aspects ol Lhao
digpuie neross from  the NLL

exerutive's indecisive handling
of it — and chis is alw a
self-griticism, even lhoogh [
and others on the execiiave
argued for an earky excalal o
of the dispute:. Alter Lhe _|:-11':||'.
wnaons hecame involved, 1l was
naver chear how Dar Lhe TR
Printing Indusiries Conupiine:
hiid taken contral al e dispuls
from the WL esecistive; and
this divided responatbalio: hod a
fmtal eFfécy an the tlming of The
propossd -escaiation, which din
tseevelnl never ook placs

SUPERB

Moneal thivertticlam refles
aa Jubo Hodpman, the WLIF
lali-toe official with respan
aihiliy For the dispuie, whng i
wag gererally apresd, did @
Super job.

‘The #imé of B rlossd shopin
jouroalizm need to be debated
a1 mase withio the fewrmalises’
withon. [t L3 fair po say that the
Pacliogion chapel’s: anly
Ve N EEVing 13 secore i
closed shop was an induastrial

ong. Bur should incressed

indisstrial strength be the sole
reason for having a closed shop
in jourialiam?

| don’t believe thar the [08
[T eent post-enty shop will,
bw nself, bring abuvmi o
fundamental shift in the
ideaiopy of any  newspaper.
Only 8 chonge in the basic
ownership and  structure o
newspapers and the media can
wlart by dothat, What it cam do,
however, 5 1o puta chaps! or &
groop of chapels in o position
e apply, <crestively and
semitively; the NUFs Code of
Conduct, tomitignde the worsi
T3 ﬂc._l:s.cf anti-trade uniomism,
racism and sexism as thiey affect

Racist fines for London polys

far

nEviase in fees

OVERSEAS
STUDENTS

the newspaper's - conbeni.,

A case in point ls-the
slosed-shop agreement 1he
LT his  with - Wilson . and
Whitisorth, publishéss of the
Stpattord Express in East
Londen, whick conrains a
plause recoenising L primocy
of the Code of Conducr. The
receni pgresneiil berwoon the
MLUE  and  the Mational
Ciraphical Assoclaton on racs
reporling could also begome n
very Important facror, when
closed sheps on provineial
OUWiPapers Bre MaETs EEneTid
ED&fn ||":':|: RES THO'W,

Ag regards the comduct ol

fisiure dispares of thiz kind, the
offers made by the MOA and
S1ATIE executivis 1o U ML,
1 exphore the possibility of a
civmmon  slrElegy 10 deTore
doed shops, peeds o be taken
up. Mevenbeless, the joamal-
isla” ualon alse has {0 feam 1o
stand aa ks own 1w-:- feat nmc
lake  lts own decitiéns,

1

LAST weekend the Inner
Lamnglom Educaiien Asthonly
Lok & new step i ics drive fo
crack dowm on DYETRERS
slwdents, In - Londoen  colleges.
REDMOMD O°METLL re-
s,

Ap pomeetiogg o the Barther
apd Higher Education Sub-
commitiee ol [ILEA, on' 35
Fanuiery, i wai  decided - to
Yine'  lwo  London  poly-
techinies Lo Llse uns af E30,000,
Theis ccrime'? Failure: in
comply with TLEA"S paidelines
for cutfing overseas srudents
numbers.” The: guetas: in
London mim g reduce dhe
proportion of overseas stadenls
in incividual London -chibEges
1 25 percenl b 198

I suceesilul (e reseln will
it b= i plages Tor *British’
seudents bl onllege cldsures,
1he serepping Of courses with a
high ‘propociion ol fogelgn
cindents, and redundancics

Ihe meior problem in
OrEanEng & PeEpanss 1o thess
racisl mieasures has been the
abseior of any coordination of
aviviy ad an ali-Londen Jevel,

Darlington foumalisis lobbying MUJ sxecutive membors dusing tha sirke. Jonathan
Hammaond Is second from right.

A December's HUS Con-
ference, rhenartonal exechiive
waa cepsured for its inactivity
OT oversens stidents, By an
overwhelming vore. s Tesull,
onc k- February, . the KWEIS is
OTEATISING AN pcliviss’ meeting
1o discuss the fess mnd quntas
CAMPiEm,

LAUNCHING PAD

in spate af the fact that MLIS
wili attemgnt [0 provent this
conference Laking - any  deci-
i, i can Act Ag 0 launching
pad [or real actisity  in Lhe
colkepes 85 i1 represents the st
coordiparion of any Eind 1o be
arpanited this year, Follawimg
the coolereses. there will e
4 -natippal - demepsiration S
Against feed snd quorng on &2
Febraars,

The WLS leadership has
thone Hittke or poiking o budld
ither of e acivities, Lo s
therefore very tuch up 1o
mililanis in the collepes fo di
wa In London this can be done
by prganising coordination of
aciwvilies. — such P& - oREI-
patrsis &f the larger colleges —

Sarraie

prior tw the  demopstcacion,
asing Lheseas base 1o get out 1o
the smaller eollopes and win
irade unson suppart.

Bur if the cumpaign 15 to have
alomger term perspective, iowill
e necessary 1o hght at the
sonference loracteéar line of po
relinmee or college anthorties,
bui demanding they turn their
moral abhorrence of  racial
disorimimntion  tile  practical
measares -~ rsc-and [oremost
refusing 1o implemonn racist
ks or  discriminatory - fee
l=vels.

The type of allianc: wich
eanseripiely take cn ILEA apd
the povernowent ls with the
entlepe - workers. That can: be
built by inscitusing  joint
enguisles by 1he  amions and
studenrs; . which can dema
F the existence  al
-'-p.:.u.:.:a_r:[ queras. and  demod-

fm:: Afe relationshigy BElwsa

s in overseas siwdent
',5|'|,|,1'|.'I_=-rr's amgd  culs an jobs,

The povernments affensive
ngainsl  pversdas siudents
clegriy auemipa o aplic the
whicdent movenvent along racial
limes, Such aweves .2an - only
fagilizale the peedent drive by
the Mebional |-||:||_'||: Lo EBJI'.I n
hase  asmengss  Wouth Cin the
sohonls - amd . amall - colleges.

ko LAIVAEMCE SFARHAM
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Racist
IN UNION
election
BILL JARYIS, & well-kpnown
figure in the West Midkands
labowr movement, has (inally
becn thrown owt of office as
President of Birminghom
Trades Coungil. Jarves gained
notional nodoriety in 1976 atier
a speech blaming  Tmmigrand
wiorhers for the deferiarabion n
socind and public servioes in the
Wesl Miullands. Desple a vole
calfing for Wis resigmaEbion by
Birminpgham Teades Counssil,
larvis refused o fesign or
retract s stmtements,.  And
after a massive red-baiting pro-
Jdrwis press campaign lnst

Janaary, Jarvis porrowly hedd
onid0 his seat as Presidend,

But this yewr he was nol 50
fortunate, He has now lost his
position as President 1o
Muurice Loudmer, & member ol
the MWL as editar ol
Searchlight, and a well-Epown
anti-fascisi and anti-racist

militanl. Ludmer defeaied
Jarvis onavoleof 136 to 138 of
the depepates voring,

The removal of a racist like
Jarvis and his replacement by
an gciive mialitamy i the fighd
apainst the Mationnl Front and
racism should encowritge more
effarts-io remoye such [igures
from ollice in the labouwr
miovernend w0 sirengllen

the fight agminsl racism

One of the vilest Teatures of racisi thuggery in the
USA's Deep South has begun 1o make s pppesrandce

an the

HAUGHTON reporis.

Gangs of wouths in cars crase
hlack areas late ol might, don
white balaclava helmets, and
sei about lone blacks with clabs
and knives,

AL lenst ten such agtacks — &l
ol them reselting i Lse wictlms
requiring hasplidl iretiment —
have beeit pepartod o the polioe
. recent wecky. Ho o [ar,
prediciably, the  poliee have
Fibed "1 nake Aty |'.I3'I:|d'-'i'|.'|:r'

freespeech’

by PETER PL'RTEN

Snimrday 11 Fehrumry = the
duoie set for 2 demomsirntion in
prodlesi sgminst Lhe recemi
conviclion of Uay Mews lor

blasphemoas lilsel.
The Hm‘\.\j&.hful PEOBECULEON
of Gay News by Mary

Whitehonse in July M477 is pan
of & prowing backlash againsi
thwe  lmited pains made b
lesbians and gay men in the lasi
ten wears. Ad it most horrific,
this backissh saw the murder of
ten gay people last vear. In the
Morth of Lrefand, lan Paiskey
hus Llaunched a *Save [lsder
from Sodomy” campaign, and
is fighting — along with the
Festival of Lighl = agwinst the
exiension of the (967 Sexual
Offences Acl ta Marthern
Trelamd where, as in Scotland,
male homosesuality i sl
illegal,

lis most recent manifestation
was the arthck by 3 National
Front thugs on the Vauxhall
Tavern in South London
following the fascist pickel al
the Education TV Centre of the
[nmer Loodon Education
Authority. In this attack, [wo
gay people were  sepiousky
injured, &nd the pub el was
seriously damaged.

PROSECUTION

The defence of Gay News @
thus far more significant tham
just defending o newspaper.
The prosecution of his paper
— and port for 1 by
the media, EE-: church and the
State — has made physical
violenoe appinsd  gays  aimosl
respectabde, Although many
have rightly altacked the paper
lor s sexism and hostlicy 1o
rilical adeas, & the ooly mase
ciccudation paper for homo-
sexials Gay Mews plays a vital
role in reaching gay people who

are ssolated, frighiened and
repressed — encoaraging Lhen
torecognise the validity ol thelr
sexuality.

DEFENCE

The Mational Gay SNews
Defener Committes it fighting
o spread an undessianding of
Lheese isswes Lhrowph the defence
of the pager, The Commiiies
stresscs than the prosecution of
Gay Mews i5 more than an
attackon free speech and rights
of payd 10 orpanice and
copumknicae; It t5 part of an
attempl o crush the demani
advanced by borh the gay anid
the women's movement for the
right 10 concrel their own lives.

The Gay Mews Defence
Comoittes needs and deserwes
suppart, It has drawn up a
model resolution which can be
moved intrade union hrapches,
trade councils, stsdend unsona,
anti-fascist commitiecs and
Labour Party beanches. The
resclulicon reads:

This branch” deplores the
erasion of civil  libertles  ac
evidenced by the recent vse of
an antiquated blasphemy low {0
covict Gay Mews and its editor
Diepis Leman,

“This brapch calls for the
repeil of the blazphemy  law
and  the quashing of the
comviction of {ay Mews and s
edditor und urgesits members (o
suppart  the '.'|1'r:.|'.l.';.'-|||i|:|;5
demenstration in Londanon 1]
Fehruary'.

The demionstralion i aisem-
bling ouiside - Temple -uisder-
grovnd ac ipm and wikl rally i
Trafalgnr Sgquare The Defence
Committee (Lo “'.'l'.;.'l'.gu‘:-u:ﬁ of
imdividuils showld afHibatehcan
be coptacted coo 146 Mayall
Rd, Loadon SEZ4, setephone
(011274 08435

siregts of Wolverhampton.

DAVID

willl inguaries”

It was Walverhompon's
Express and Star which -~ fire
described the honds worm by
soiwe of the town's fogdball
fane a1 maiches as "Klan skyle’,
Bul these were adopied as
profection against chosed
clrewis TV  cameras, and  the
Lndicnttons nre thid racest (hugs
latched on. 1o the pabibleiy.
rather than maverick foatball

Thespdigans” albackbng Blacks,

This is the bhackground to
what the netlonal press
headliived as 8 ‘race oot in
Wolverhampron fasc Friday
nighi. Between two and three
hupafred black youths lenving o
dison wers determinesd 1o make
the strests safe, and heisbed fir
1 pubcknown 1o be o hireaul
Tor the Meprional Front,

A& large police contingeil
arrives] o protec the NF, aad
in the clpghes thai loliewed
weven hiacks were arredied and
iive police officers sliphmly
mjured, The [ollesing night,
twer whale' voulhd Wwearing

L}

BT

hoods wergirrresied.

Leafleis urging. hlacks o go
awrpwed in growps st night — to
prevenl  altacks Were
circulated during the week
precedhing Fraday's clash, snd
the Wolverhampron Al
Raclst Comiinitiee, wideh mevs
Az Soclalisl Challenge pocs 10
press, will be discissing the
orgnnisation of seli-defence
eroups in onder o make the

streets sale,
The Committee will also
consider proposials for o

compszign and fumd in- delence
ol the seven s ths arresied.

i

.1--%‘.

. in Brum

"ma IVOR MORGAN, s

Sudional Frond s_u'mnhlm af
firitish Leviandd's Eonghridee
ui i Birmimgham, though
il piving Mazistyle salube
‘e marklog his  clockcard
wiith & swastiks way “jusl
harmiess fan®. Fortumaiely ihiis
fascld's sssocintfinm with the
buichers of millicns ol workers
gmd Jens in Evrope did s
impress his work-males al
Longhridge — 200 workers in
the Easi Works englee
msembly depapiment stoppel
work last Fridpy i protes)
apainst Morpan's pefivities,

Ad the mamseni this pelien has
farced the mupagemeni =i
British Levland o remave
Morgan from ihe shop Tloor,
Bl talks with the unbems @l
Langhridge indicote that they
may only remave 1he fuscist 1
another depariment. Mo dowll
Commomisi Pardy convenosrs
on Ahe Longbridge Waorks
Commilies wre worried aboal
Margun's ‘Ireeidiem of speech’
if e gets Dhe gack.

Swch copsiderstlons are an
imsulhl o e muilllions who died
al e liamds of the fasckeis, nad
i ihe black workers who
suffered every day from Fascisn
witarks. Imsiend of disonssing
reminving the fasoisd fo sl e
section of Longhridge, the
mnions shoeald make he
wlogrpange in Uhe Easl Works
officiol and Torce Levkamd -la
sk Mongin.

1000 attend Socialist ..

Feminist Conference

LAST weekend 1,000 women gathered in Monchester
For the first socialist feminist conference slnce 1975,
They continued the debate within the Women's
Liberaticn Movement [WLM] aboul the relationship
between feminism and socialism,

Discussion aL the conference
was wide-ranpug and a larze
nunihes of politichl cendencies
wire pepresenied; left eroups,
atyd a very largs proporiion of
nan-aligned socialist womern.

Much nof the general
discussbon was lentative, whick
WiE ot surprising afvera izl of
nearky two years since the kas
pathering af this kind, . Buar
there whs plenty of resdive Thal
the work of the sogialist
femimisd curredl should be
carried Torward. & ‘cecall
conference was decided o Tag
the early spriscg of 197Y, whlch
wilbbe more Twlby discussses o a
woarkshop -at-the next WM
colenenl,

Meanwhile, ':url-c': Womaen,

jourial aduced for
5u|:ﬁ"r bers I;|-_. a prmep- 4l
cocialist  feminmists, i o be
cxpanded, regulprised arad sold
pubiicly, [ts address s 5,
Washingion Terrace, Karth
Shields, Tyne and Wetr. This
journal  will be made mione
represensalive and sirengtli:
ened by » nelwork of regicml
correspondenis from  local
soctalisl EEmimsl groupings.
The wokien orpanising the
Imterneticna]l - Women's Doy
wirkshop jolned with those
Troem e Thued Worlsd Women s
wiarhshop 15 suggesl thal tha
wncialist feminist  currenl
chouldd tokes up work araund

repressios e Latin America
and [,

‘Thiz i8 i kesping with the
mnternational decision 1o
cophasise sepression as well ps
abortion and unempleymen: ai
Interedtlonal Women's Day
thiswear(B blarch), Avmesling 1o
co-ordinaie intergational
activiey . and a rally  disring
[aternationn]l Women's “Week
it heing held on Friday, 3 Fef,
Tpm ool 16, Hoxton Steiet,
Eomclag M.

CONSTRUCTIVE

The Women and lreland
gronsp drewe atiention wthe St
thas in wis ke anniversary of
Hlowds Snnclay, Many wonet
rexretied Being wnanbe Lo show
their salidanty with the dtrugelic
af the lrish people by joiobng
riasrches Chad day. 1Lowas widely
felrvnareoaalize ferminlsis must
make cepEirective coniri-

WOHIDWARD
reporis

hutione b frish
wrik,

Al the conderence Lhere was
repeated expréssion o8 the
impartance of Fighting che
advance 0f racasan and [asssm,
Clearly mosd fonislzs wndor-
stid chie Uuread of fascism (o
their palhical organisation as
wontiens, They alsar wished o
add theic wedght todhe strogeless
of tlack womien

Women welcamed the
gUpEEsrian-of onE AL Woman
calling for an all oul (Gehi
AEminst Tne immigration lews.

A narionnl  comferenee  Tor
wommen in the ATV e EEL whi
are achive againsl raghm and
iaseiam 1= being heldan 1102
March.

The conflerénce s&w Lt
beginning nia serois el b
Fudled o vitsl sociglist Teimbiclis
carrent withii, the wider
TR AT AT [RTE D T o i 18 B
menl.

solidarity

Photor ARGELAPHILLIPFS TFL)
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The Communist Party andFeminism
Communist women reply

Bea Campbell, Jane Roberts and Caroline Rowan

¢ welcome the opportunity
offered by the Socialist
Challenge eritigue of Com-

munisi women's posilion ¥is The
Nocialist Feminisi corrent in the
Women's Liberation Movemeni 1o
state our own stance, allhough we are
limitea in this boih by shortage of
space and by the somewhat confused
pafure of the original crifigue.

We can summarise the arpuments of the
puthors, Cath Cirker and Val Coultas as
Tiilbovwss

1) Tlee Family iz the principal instiption of
women's oppression, The basis of women’s
pppression is matersal, Le. the semual aiviawon
of labour within the family, This material
oppression b ‘reflected’ Insexist “ideclogy” .

2} Giiven thas the (amily comstibubes the
fundamental block 1o women's Gberation, i
aruat be remeved, i, abolished, The material
preconditions for iLs abolition are only possible
wnder s mew system of producton, e
Locialism

%) Since women's beration is materially tied

to sociafist revolution, there can be o
weparation of 1asks of Socialist Fembnists from
revolntionary socialists ns a whaole.
4% The fathire of feminists In the CP to
understand  the material roots of - women's
Tiberation has its political consequensss in the
rediciion of political struggle vis the WLM io
*ideplogleal® exprsare of sexiam and women's
rights, missing oot the need for a united Tight
for women's liberation politically in the laboar
movemen!, This then beads 1o missing e
poveniinl of the women's movemenl & &
* mpearhend” In the sruggle Tor sociallem —
gnd the need For socinlist feminiats 1o fight for
this position within ihe WLA.

Let's look of the comeguences of this
apprasch, in terms of what it says of the [MG™s
pomitiom,

11 Yaur model of the fambly never analvses
the conditions of exisience of material
appresbon, Yo bave no poditics NOW for- the
family, sexuality, persanality, conscionsnessor
the sexial division of labour (and in that sense
vonrare &t odds with the whole teror of the
WLM). We, on the other band, believe these
roiasd be intepraied into revodutionary practice
and siratepy i these gre [0 [EPISSEnl woTmen,

7 The IMG streiegically expoumds  ne
autonomows palitenl Tatare for the WM,
effectively collapsing it inlo 8 ginger group of
(ke Labour movement usder the guidance of a
revolutlonary elite. However, we nat ooly
formalky respect U sptonomy of the WLM, we
belleve in it, An BUIODOMOUS WoMen"s
movement must be, i our view, an csaential
modiom  for women as a political force,

3% The IO siill sticks o a concepd of
reeclution as a eafachvsmic momient detonited
b he revolutbonary vanguard. This means that
thev never tackls the probleo of consciousness
OF Orvermenis a5 Mass; Autonoinous sources of
political iniGative, In the Communist Parcy, we
reject vanpuard elifiom, we we sevalution as a
priscess, as iass palitics — mass movemenis of
copscinusness and action lowards contrad, 15
which independent political Tordes-come
pogether in & pofisical formation.

B we woikld like to go intoa little more detal
phaot our podnis of diffensnee,

The Family:

We were n bt stensed thar your ol
reference o revolutionasy sociabism and e
family secms 10 b2 the Commonist Manifesto
wl 1545, However, Torgiving that, we apres that
the fasiky is on imporant starhing poiol. Ay
analveiz of women nust ineorgocate ther
pasition. within the working . class aid their
pogitbon rs & sex: thar means analvsis of the
relations of production and the relatlens of
reproduciion, which clesrly weuld scarc with
thy= fammily, Bt thar jsn "t eroueh. Y ou also need
o poalvse the 1amlity of the sacial telpions of
reprodiction and the sacial medts by which the
subardination of wamen & welred,

You don't consider  theT posaibslity thas
capitaliig may dispense with the family Torus,
and vouwdon't discass Uk Family’s function i
binding - adherence 1o ruling elass ideclogy.
Your slelght of hand attitade towards sexism ag
p bundle 3f idealeeical Eapgage, az #=mply
nhsiacles, leaves vou with no account of the
way IKey Bbe operational in the mibing clas’s
hegEmOny,

Challerging sexin ideolegy is pot just a
miiier of making chaps nicer, but of chunging
practice, an imernal reconsiruction of e
warkers movement, afd that's what o
uisderstand — and you misunderstaid —

Datall from phadd oy LARRY HERNMAN
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working closs hegemany 13 be about,

Yiou dismiss the patciarchal relation and yoo
dismiss social relatiens WITHIN the Fanily
You-are sdent gbout the effecis of women's
siborchnatior  and  hanish  the  raisiog ol
comsiousness [ront having gry maleral place
i periches, disnalssing it to the reemingly fiphty
realms of dealopy — which in your mode has
iy materilily.

A Pk we can aée, youesd dp reducing rhe
sirizpgle around he Bmily wra kind of actque
hrawade, 3Bl reminiscent of the  “fuck the
fasily’ ehetonie which thankfully seems 1o
have disappenrsd fom the W LM's wocabulary.

Vil say nothing chil has got any stridegic
utility For a opgvement that has huagely refined
Mlinraie theary abous relations of reprodaction
and theis Spineetion to clasy and the state; o
mavement that Bes shown U peoetration o
siale power inra the bosant of the family "
Aond wou have still bexs 13 say toomiasl poople
whio, nauphey, Daughty, happen to lwe inoor
were bots inte families. Irs this sort of thing
ihal drives methers in the werld and in the
WA bonkers.

‘The women'’s
movement has
shown the
penetration of
state power
‘‘into the bosom
of the family”.’

sociplism-Feminism and the WLNM

We sugpest thar you have no nodon of
o allsm-feminisan & an inescapably. political
goncept. and . net bust *feminism plas
sorcialism ' And becsumseyau have no theory ol
antananry. of an egural and democraric relation

* hetween political forces, you have no way ol

mesimiilating the WM s political impoct (and
ner apouni of veneuardist faccere om WA S
betialf can alter thaty, '

All wou propose béothe  socialise-Temidusl
civriens dirscting U WLAM's snerpy towards
U Labour Movemen:i, This  typifies oor
probibem, for you have o strategy from within
forthe Labour mevement, Come om ! ¥ow can't
wse ihe socialist-femsalst vanguard®  as’the
fmrrument o ypour parchase on oo labsour
mowvement from which you are iselasd and
which wou Inng wo bead.

Whar [s Oir Posilion?

It is. quite wrong 1o 88y that Coimist
feminists - oppose the consabidation of rhe

saclaliss - fEminist current that would be
pomplerely inconsistent with Communist
practice

But what we do oppose is:

— sing socialist feminism @ sinctuary from
WL,

— flight from pur respensibility withio L
movermenl fop i survivel and cxpansion a5 &
MRSs mEvEnbEIi.

— vanguardisr caphure of this or that cucrest or
campaign by certain lell groops (mentioning no
nuiies, although most of them seem o have
forsaken U5 in Tecedt vears,)

I this respect we share. most noo-alignsd
Feminists distaste for small lefi groups making
releniless takeover bids in the movement.

[nstead, we believe socialism-Teminlam
should be eoncecned with:

— What o we mean by soctalizm? s it the
waricties hitherio on offer

Feaminists have bong had o erlehgue of sexisl
soclalism, so the problem i few that locid
conrribation can e bocated within socadis
politios, within the contemporary debate aboul
what constitutes a truly contengporary socizlisl
[rOCEEs.

This certaloly invalves gxploring o
pelptivmship to the Teft. The dikmma which s
experienced oo oo informal, individoal kevel
kst B dntepraced inio pur gocinlism-Teminism
om i theoretical and strategic bevel,

. What ic the WLM and our relation o it?
After all, the ground of our existence iz the
WK, it is our reference poing, weare of it, our
socialism-fentinism is within it. Yet you talk of
it nkmosl as §f vou wese exiles, bt nol a: i
o Swe were the subjects whe live the pratbems
af the movement oo, The morvement's
problems — and they are big enes — can't be
solved by evasualing inlo B cEncus, CORMGT OF
cutrent, simply TMeeing from the discomfort of
the movement's condition, We have 1o taks
these problem: on,

— Revohrianary gtrategy: What are o
differances here? Your concepr of Lhe
revolutionary vanguerd, wilh & hiemrchy off
relationships ranging from the wdvanced
acctions of U working clasa to the igmocsnt
andconfised mazses is opposal by ours, which
f & copsept of & mass revolutlonary party in
democratic allkapes with autonosmos political
foress. In esseace, ours is about the creation of
a new miss podlienl Formation, Your position,
in ouT view, agsumes an live aod pessive mass,
Chars asuntes the engageniens of the masses

The 10 |2 forced o make totally dishonest
clnims albsout che feminist lmpact within the CF,
Firstly, wou insist that the parly is a
hisrewwcratke monedith, and when that dogsn't
sland up, because feminkcs have joined the CF
and sad effecy, you pressnl the party s o
crumbling sentimental gans indulging the fair
matdens who ure doing their own thing.

Clearly, you have no iden about life in the
CP. Yoo sesmn wiaware that sino 1970 women
hkave besn one of the mose controsersing, and
combative groups-of people within the party.
And they have had effect, both o teems ol
polizy and the growing nutiber of womens
F,ru:::lfp: ancl consmittess, Troo loeal o natkonal

Certainly, we baven't got-all wewand, either
i ferms of polkoy o7 active conimitment, we ase
the: First to adimit that nnd we always have. Bul &
the sume time some progress bas Been e,
The CF supports the WEM and its demanis,
and i% commitced fo fehting for women
ggninst sexisny, Oor programme, the Brilish
Rund dn Siwciallsm, thoss state that she condition
of women 15 & central probem for socialism.
Your  propramme, . The Tronstticsal
Programme of the Fourdh [atermational, e
nothing. -

Inner Parly Demincnscy

Yo describe the Purly as & burenncracy,
with na inrernal demiogracy, a pamy in which we
nave ot taken on the beadership — well the
fendership would be the. first o dissgres with
o'

Yok connterfiass ApRINEE Dur SFICTHTE 3T
pwr, with its fractions and tendescics, Well,
our struebure is ool perfect, wnd a forheoming
commission wilt be the instramen: of a debate
ot this within the party. The podat is, however,
nat our debates are poblic and accessible, while
vours are conducted withio your own four
walls, How cai we estimete Ui effeetiveness of
yonr democratke machinery, when the cucside
wiarld is nol aliowed dooes 1o lis palitical
coptent?

Fisally, we hope that this debage on socialis
feminisen will heip bo locase it firmly within the
WLM and that it — &.¢. socinlism-feminiam —
wibl pot fall prey to the weanghings of differen
Yol prowps, iAo which it has dissolved in the
PR,
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The
ecologists:
back to
Luddism

IT 15 FMNOOURAGING o see
Socisfisl Chalbenge Opening its
pages o represcniatives of the
campalgn against nuclear
power — & debate hetween
coclogiens amd Marxiss is long
overdse, As part of that debate,
there ane several poinds in Rob
Edwards article 1 the
Chrigimas issue which pesd
takingup. '
For Mamxisis, il 1= & fairly
basic posation Lhal & commiunist
or socialist society must take

ever and build on el the
technobossical, scientifie; and
cultural developments ol

previoms  bourgenis - sncieties.
For uws, technologies and
sepenilific developments are not
destructive or wndevirable in
ikemselyes — nether do such
developments or discoveries
ibemselves lake =ocieries lor
ward, or hold them back.
Alwmys, for ws, il is [he socinl
relations infto which such
technologies  enter  which
remglers  themn  dangerous or
altermatively progressive

The splitting of the alom —
and the enprmons podenikal for
unleashing energy [rom within
mntier — was probably the mose
imporiam peactical scientific
pchisvement of the twentieth
{'.:'rlhrrr' It was, In turn, made

by the moss imporiant
Ll:au:-tuu] gain; Einstein's
theores of relativicy,

LIBERATING

For us, such discoverics
indicate potentdally liberating
forces  [ar the whole ol
humaniiy on an enormous
sl Lo free them from hunger,
cold, and socially unnecessary,
degrading manual Inbooar.
There are slso, of coarse, im Lthe
present economic and political
nlu.umu ﬂ-m:nhu“\ desirct-

ﬂl.'hq]mﬁ, in the form of

:Im wegpons. We have Lo
wﬂrk fowards o balance of
forces whers the destructive
porential is minimized andc
evendually extinguished, while
maximising the productive
peMential of such farces.

Toreject nuclsat power poT ¢
{ie terspppress or ‘forget’ aboni
iLjas Rob Edwards and the bulk
ol the-ecgdopy and conservation
movaEmenl want o do, is o
replace politics by o new,
backward looking, maive form
of ‘huddism',

Basically, they don't want (o
tackle the social celations
underkying capitaliam, throogh
revolutionary change. They
kscale the dlks of society simply
within the development of
techoology along. Edwards
wrole: “People do not - want
more high technodogy and the
alsenation which it implies —
thew eepecially dop®t wanl a
technology thai is unavoadakby
wodded o homanily®s  nsost
fearsome weapan’

Let us ignoee the mechanicdd
‘gl by &ssociation” argument
used wo demand nuckear power.
For Edwards *high rechnalogy”
= ‘glienation®. A sioilas
arpamment is put forward by
Johin Fowles elsewhers I the
same  issue of  Socialist
Challempe. Tor us on Lhe oiher
hand, “nhienaiion’ 18 ot 4 Tesuh
of ‘technolagy, bul the social
relations governing such tech-
nlngy

W recogniss that a planned
cenooiy, contenlled by oand
iavolving the whole of (he
working class. conld harises all
large-seale technalogy, in-
cliding - ouclear  enerpy, o
soctalty beneficial ends. And
people could Feel peouioe
conirolover these processs.

Edwards' solution ies alse-
where! "Alternative energy
arategies, based on the
smallscale decenizalised uae of
{he g, wind and waves at least
offer Lhe possibilitiy of n society

r 1 L y ) " g " =
=, T L ?_, __|-l'_‘. - W A g T _,.I-",- "
Ly T » & :‘r"'* B F= i ol ot

s W .-. Ris KX g et o Wl S
e L. ol N el P e o s s e 1LY

THE REACTION was alternately humour and
hysieria when Cosmos 954, the Soviet intelligence
satellite, made its unscheduled landing in Canada.
Cartoonisis had great fun with dogs, little children,
Eskimos and others unwiitingly bringing home' this

leihal abject.

And, despite ‘anprecedented” co-operation between
the U mled States and the Soviet Union 10 defuse their
danger, Lthere is no doubt thai the incident lends itself
to a new bout of propaganda against Soviet military

pawer.

We regard Soviet use of nnclear power in & very
different way from the imperialist nuclear “deterrent’,
Soviel nuclesr weapons were developed as a response
o a very real nuclear threat from the West in the

Should atoms be
kept in their place?

19405, It is a

threat

that still remains.

As this latest imcideni shows, the Kremdin
hureaucracy is ceriginly irresponsible — literally — in
its use of nuclear power, bath military and civil, bul in
defending s own Interesis it cannot help but defend
the workers states against imperialism.

Meveribeless, it is chilling o know thal there are
some 900 active satellites orbiling the earth, many of
them with nuclear reactors, any one of which could
repeal the failure of Cosmos 954 in a densely

populated ares.

On this page we print three contributions 1o the
debate on nuclear power, prompted by an article in
our Christimas issue hy Roh Edwards of the Scottish
Campaign (0 Resist {he Atomic Menace,

are insidious
WaMNY READERS may sLill be
uncovnmitred as 1o the stand
that they should take copern-
ing the esxpanioi of owsclear
sourees af - energy. With n
Governsmend declsion - on the
bnsis of the imaloeal report on
the Windscale Inguiry -
expected Lo bemade this March,
it wolld sém imporiant for
oppanenls of such energy
ROWrces 10 GoUn! A viEorous
campaipn against Wirktscale
reserving planning p-r:'rrn'--.-ﬂl.u:l
[or & waste reprocassing plant,

pponents - of Lhe  uge of
wieclear fuels cannad be placad
into @ single category with a
comman, delinedied concern,
Individunls have thelrown. very
firmly held views gs 1o whiy the
disndvanteges of atomiz power
far.  ouiweigh  the . claimed
advanriges. These views, while
dhifering greatly, rre nomethe
less waslied and show & considensd
SUFLCET T

To atine oppansnts, e
naturg of the fosl sonrce i inos
guestlonable, i thol b
dizcovery of nuclearenergy was
a product of war. Having fisal
feen uE-l:d in the form ol a
Bl its uss as ‘domestic’ or
peacertime: energy’ iR RO
puaranree that i will not apain
B meed in a moee hocrific,
developed way apdinst popu-
latinns, While the cocogy is still
produced it can too ensily be
rechunneled.

POLICE STATE

The related problems of
Yerrarism’ and mne secunty of
raw  msaterials i transic Qs
anuiher seplon of congern, The
maberials - and the wasies -
repreieit berter “hostagss” thin
pla loads of people. Waste ix
aleady regulurly in cransit and
the firse use of the radiaasctive
tufy is probahly anly a matier
af time - unles e onengy
aoureeisdropped. A repregsive,
ipalice: stace’ is the  eyvenros]
airzame ol & noclear re-
'|'\-'r|1;.'='-x|r|||a. sochety. [oothe LK
there is alpeady an armed Farce
of Tewr hondred . ‘special
sonslables”, with  nuclear
retated duties and very wide
powers. This is already an
abhorrent - sioptiom - amd - any
extensions 1o the force must be
reatated.

Praoducrion of Fassil Tuels.

where the control of ensrpy
suppdy and hence our way of
lifz, can pass from privale
ompanies 1o the people ar &
oty level”

Here we can see the penolncky
[wiopinn) reformiist keroel of
the ecologists’ thooght. Ttis the
graclual Cdescaling’ ol | ech-
nology (ie inta less productive
forms) which will of itself
enahle privais ownership to be
superceded - and “commaEnity
cantral’ ¢ be instiuted, How
exacily large-scale private
capital will be persuaded o be
‘descaled” (iedissolvediTemains
the central, uneaplnined my
stery ol thisscheme,

one of this criligue ignores
the fact that the whole question
of ceology and comservaiion o
A0 imporianl one, o which
Marxizm has rarely addressed
irzelf, Henoe the predoninance
of artizanul, ‘aoli-wechoology’
arguments. Al il s fair to say
that ‘mllewrmative ¢ncegy sral-
egies' would cerrainly be
researched and -developed
under socializm — they could
very wetl have impomant usssin
the compext of & rotally planned.
socinliged economy

Bair we cannod b spcishied
with the romaneic, hackward-
looking views which masiakenly
idenrify the developmenl (o0
cuppression) of large-scale
modern technolaogy, as the
principal’ motor of socigl
change, Forrevaluliooaries, the
question of how o @ackle the
gquestion of nacledd power
under capitalizsm, 14 & moditical
cuestion, ol shioply a lechao-
logical o,

Carl Gardmer [™, Londom|]

Excellent
safety
record

THE MUCLEAR power issus
nesds dissussion n Seclalist
Chablamngs, bDul |.'-|E|I:|HH_ mol
alang 1ha lines al an Irational
fear . of  radioactivily and
equaling nucleas reaciors with
boambs, There arg & greéat many
painis to be considersd balon
acocepting ar rajaciing nuclsar
powar, alther ms part of &
divarga- gnargy progammea ar
as 1he ultimats angwes 10 all
anergy problams

Nstlear power slationa have
an excallent  safety recodd.
Salaty standarda ara far higher
than 1hose in other industrial
planis, particulary hazardous
chemicad plants. This 18 not, of
calrsa; A mason in itsall For
aocepling nucleéar  powar,
Rather It 15 an indication ol {na
ellact of polliical prassure aon
satting  safedy  standamds. it
ghows Nal hazardous proces-
g can e rmade sale. :

The maosi controvarsial
W pACE ol nuglear powar are
nivtenium pgraduchion, reéans-
ceaging of duel and ‘waste
storage. Withaui ruclaar reac-
o, no philgnivm can  be
made for nuslear waapons. In
tacl naclaar eactors were Ficgd
deseloped  lor this  wary
purpoer,  However il 8
exlramaly naiveto assume that
i1 we clase. down all neclear
powar statlans, no mone ple-
taniden will ba manufactured

Storage - of -nuclsar  waaie
Cod vl b g problam; a8 peciaily

withoul agagualanaprocassing
fezllities. Howevar i1 @8 not
ingurmodniable, since sEerl
snluticns ArE lachmcally
{aasibla. The overall guaniitias
al wasts ram auclear reagtors
Is wery small. The problam ia
ihat i ie maoea highly pon-
crnirated than falwerally Socur-
ring redipactive material and
tharefors conatiiules 8 akgnifi-
canl locallsed sk,

Foesil luals — coal, @4 and
pas — are also polenially
gangercus 10 the earih's
ronlogy in the long tenm. Thia
gllaciz of continuing produc-
tion of carbon dioxide and
sulphur digxide by coal-fired
power skations have recalvac
yary little: atteéntion  recantly
fram  groups  such &5 tha
Frignds af tha Enrik.

Il i& alsd werh adiing that
under nommal oparalion, mom
radiosctivity is raleased from
opal-Tired pawar glatlona than
iram nuciear unes.

Arihur Scargill in his opoa-
sition o nuclesr poser [a na at
all congermad’ with  arvinon-
mertal issuas. 1t 18 paracily
claar by Knows yary Littha abaa
lhaga, He g primarily con-
acermed with mantaring  the
Indusirial powear ai the mineas
b!,' adwacating an elactricity
supply  systermm  which s
gapandantan canl

Any high feshnokogy indus-
try B8 padantially  dangeraus
becausa of tha changes i
nigcesaarily aring s aboud in Gur
‘mafural’ anvicanmant,  Bul wae
can'l &l Hee snoacologically
respeclabla cottages In 1hm
coaniry with satar parals, meal

pumas, Windm|il  gererglons
and  hamasgrown LIganic
vedalpkias,

Thigre & 8 cosl) Dangdil com-
pRrisan which moasi be mada

tafore rajecting a teshnoiogy
which has the tenetits of
niucloar power. A8 well a3 &
suantilative asseasment of the
pxbant and nalere o the rsks
Inwalvad, benefits ke Trasdam
from air poliution and meliable
miratricity guppfies ghould e
conaldaenad

F'ﬂrh-&pﬂ the mgsl mpoiant
question 10 a5k about nuclear
powar is why Bl hes bacomé
socha sensitive fssua, e not
ealely becausa of the anviran
mantal hazarts invedied. Tha
iasua ja aleo about the politios
ol tachnology — wha conirole
it, and why. Tha dacision 1a
rlm!:h:hp AUEHRET - pawar may
hawve bean made by the woiang
paoplefor 1F@ wrong reasoens,

A decision to scrap vt should
nad | meda on hat basia, bl
on the basis of an wmlonmed
dabaie among hose wha will
have 1o put up with the risks;
ayarvong, nob just  teabno-
logical experds.

&l present It seams that 1the
only paople willing o A8bmi-

|late - open  discussion  &ra
againal nuclear power. The
pfiecy ol this aon “pablic

opinion’ |spradictable.

What iathe ndclasr Indusiry
hiding T Theanswer to Lkis may
nak e unescaptanie risks, bt
simply tha intenfion Lo kakd on
o contrpl of 1ha gecizion-
reaking. Such a highly-
devalopag technalopy is very
paaartul ool for 1mesn who
cnrtrel 0k Wauld  adclear
SOwer  present  the  same
prabipms  onder  damacratis
contral  and  withaut: © tha
accompdnying and  Infiniteiy
marg Areatoning nuchkesr arms
stoghkpila?

Uhisrlie ¥ o [Somersed]

sich ascoal, is ot wfe, Bullos
vaTy Inree extenl provevaak of
anf=ry devicss aod precautions
1ak=n by aedomiderate industey
comild mininise the vleks. Wich
gtiomic materials, the danpers
are nat endy wechanical b
ayen oeore insidious. The
sarcinopenks effects of radio-
active malerial 18 an unclear
arsa, as are the other possible
hin.l'lw'_'-g,ii.'&l tnterfecenses o
wirkers o Lis Field.

That Britsh Muclenr Fuels
has admliced responsibilicy,
through radio-acrivity, for the
death of ar lzast one worker
upforiunately. sirenerhens this
case. The effecss are nol -all
Ynown or understoosl, and the
mmaterial will med *jost go wway’.
Mistake: of this gereralion
cannad e correctsd; Lherelarng
thes mss noche rade.

Thersis g oy ERcing (edion
for the necessity of ooclear
power,. wilh i porential
mistakes, Coall oll, pag, and
fimber obfer immediare sourses
of enecgy. They  Bre mos
renewable sources, noe perisst,
bt used with care would pblow
development of alrernarive
suaplics - such as wind, wave
and hydrdeiestric power, and
salar enelgy, if this were matdzn
praoiiny. With conservalinn of
nnd enerey

COELEY - USTE
materinls, there need b= 6o
CLECEY Zap

Thedecision on the extension
af ouclear plants in this country
[5 to- Be made this year. A
demanstration oo 19 March
Londan i= hoped toinTlueice
The degsion ‘the way (hal we
Poliews to e corcect, "and 20y
addicional suppast will mcrssse
the 'power” 0f gur proléaf.

Geolfres d, Tann [SkerTield)
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Latest in the South African nuclear saga

TheFrench Connection

A confidentinl document from Framatome, the
French company engaged in bullding & nuclear power
slation in South Africa, reveals the depth of
Franco-South African nuclear cooperation, The
document, which is a report from a delegation that
visited South Africain 1973, was recently published by
Rouge, the French Trodskyist daily. CHRIS O'BRIEN

reporis.

IEe vigil took glace belveesn
26 Janoary &l 7 Febreary
]5‘73. with B 1eaim ."-2-II:||.'II.'IS-I.'U ol
represeniatives  from  Frama-
toamee and Spie-Batignolles, the
two French companies invoived
in hwilding the Koeberg nuclear
power plani, The interesting
el aboot the repor is noi so
much the propect isell, which
s been known aboul Tor sinme
ume, as the extent of Wekieam
governments’ comphicily m
South Alrscan noclear devalop-
nsenl,  lromically  Framabmne
made contact withh  the
Elecriciy Supply Consmbsgion
fEscom — (e South Alrcan
CHCIgY nuthorit ¥1 At the
conference of the International
Atomic Energy Authoeity in
Giegeva, 8 body supposedhy
designed to restngt  nuclenr
proliferation]

PREDICTABLE

Predictably  the delegation
als comacted regresenlatives
of a number of French-based
multinationaisin South Africs,
including such well-known
names a5 the Fremch Hank,
Credit Lyonmals  amd  Total.

The Irip was timed to
cmncide with o delegation from
he French S=nate Commission
an EBoopomic and - Planning
Affales. The repori makes it
clear thal this was no accident
and that the wioe-president of
the Commisson, Senalor
Chaury from Lotre-Atlantigue,
staved an extra wo days in
Sourh Africa 1o sccompany the
Framatoms team

Chauty went with them on
visits to the -Atomic Energy
Hoard, Escom, and the
Industrizl Developmen: Cor-
pordiion, As the reporl noted;
Thas - actron . has  given  the
FRA-50 mission & political
dimension”! Chaoly abvioosly
1L 18 T weith Tir Riux, biss of
the Atomic Energy Boank, He
proposéd  thal Roux  visied
Framoe at the offictal invitation
of the French Awade Encrgy
Commizshon.

HELPFUL

Framatome had similar
thingy in mind, They wanisd &
delegatson that “cowld visi our
Tactories and have discassions
with the EDF  (ithe  French
eng gy Authoraly).” The reparl
says that the EDF coald be
belpful 1o the problem of
comparing kilowarl hours
berweennucicarand [ossil Fuet.
Framatome wanted 1o aee i the
visils could be arrapged by “the
EDF in lHasson wich ws,' There
kas been no denial from the
ELDF

The repori displays con-
diderable awareness of The
political Emplications  af the
wigit. Whereas there wers
various pobickeal restrEiits on
Anglo-American nuckar aid Lo
South Africa, the Vorster
regime “has confidence in
Frange, Gradually . the  Afrl-
knnners are replacing - the
English in important posts of
governmeni and ioduatcy.'

This tale of overt French
patitkcal collonborartion with the

o 1

COMPTE-REHOU DE VOYAGE

Fmasan

= e

Kl inu

Ftf : AFRIGAGE DU S0D

DATE i du
AFFRIEE ;

76 janvier au 7 février A3¥3

Projp: de centrale nueldoize RGO Mkp
e EUEBERL: pour -ESCUH.

ORIET riﬂﬂtﬁ:ﬁﬂ:qqﬁfrmum, rigire s_hf_?l'.‘.':

g AT R

OGRS A

South Afrcan nuelear ndastry
fits into the overall plciure
which is emerging of how South
Africn pot the bomb. South
Africn &5 the world™  third
lzrgest nranium prodpcer, 50
nuclear development  was
atimulated by a faithe obsviogs
frade-olT belween ruw ma
terials and techimokgy .

Thers were three maim
parinees in this exchange: the
5A, whick provided skilled
personpel, as webl as Salari 1,
Houch Africa's flrst research
reactor; France, which was
contracted fo build the first two
nuclear plamts; and West
Germany, which comiribured
the uraminm enrichment prio-
COlE.

ENRICHMENT

The Americans continued o
supply the fusl for Safesi
from -its first Tunciioning in
1965 until sach time a5 Souath
Africa was able 1o provide its
owT fuel, To the astopishment
of the world's scienfists,
Yaorsier announced in D90 tha
his scientists hingd discoversd a

new  Uraniwm - enrchoment
prooss, Actording o Infer-
marien which i only just
beginning 1o emerge, thia
process. wes  the je=b noxle
technmigque developed by Coer-
man scendisds af the research
pstablishment in Karlsruhe,
This was confermed tn 1975 hy
D Foux of e Sauth Africen
Aromes Energy Board,

soctalist Challenge (1 Mow.
cmber 1977) has already
reveiled delatls of this process
At now e South Alricans got
hokd of il The intpeatant poia
iz thar although STEAG, Lhe
parily state-owned Goerman
COHMpPADY that discovered the
jet nozzle technlgue, withdeew
from i3 contragt with the
Uraninm Enrichment Corpe-
ahion of %outh Africa Lid
(LICORY - 1973, West
Clerman-South African muelesr
cillabration continises to chis
day, with [ Koux and his
Germun counlerparts sxchang-
it Wil just as they have since
Karkruhe began researching
the processin 1959,

There 5 oo dehi of West
Chermsan atale collaforation . n

dll Lhix, For example, Ceneral
Ezll, the hesd of the Lultvwalle,
wishled Soulh Alrcan nuckear
research centred fn 1994 — a
year alier L cancellation af
e’ STEAC-UCOE contiast.
and wher amorher  Weat
Dermpan company, bAN,
sapplbied the  Walindnba © en-
richmenl plant -in  Korthern
Transvanl with turhg com-
pressors, The stores department
of the Weasi German  armest
Forces nbligingly  sepplied
FATER code nucn bers,

Bair rhere 35 another kmight
with hir white charger parked
jnstaround the corper: Britain,
Like  the West German
Covernment over the OTREAG
project infaine, Lhe Labour
Clawermmenl is at pians Lo slress
the purely commeneal - char
acler of Hia Tinld Zineg's
exploitation of the Hosing
uraniam e in Mamibda,

BENN'S DEAL

It was Tony Benn whe, as
Mimister of Technology, signed
the " RTE contract with the
British Aroimic: Ewergy Auih

anby in 19 I was the same
Tony Benn wha, dn 1973,
pledged himself and Labour 1o
cancel the contract when they
gor back into power, And ii i
Tony Benn who 35 the Energy
Secretary who keeps the deal
wlree b dhis clay,

CRIMINALS i

The political significances of
the  contracd |5 obwious: I
conatitares British recognition
of the South African oo~
pation . of Mamibia, Bat i
probabfy goes a step furcher,

Soach  AdTica has  already
indicated the importance ~of
Eossing for ity own progriinme
plenriched wraniom. And Lhere
are v Turther hauage wraniom
depazits — whose ocarian has
been kept secret by South
Altlea. RTE may . have
prospeciing riglis on these a3

well.

S0 0t looks Lke the Labeair
Crovernmuent has  [oined che
lopg st of crintinals wia have
hadped Sonth - Africa pes the
bomb,

France - Germany - Britain

The rivals

by RICHARDCARVER

M OME - semse ilke  political
impiriance of ¥eslern nachesr
bl [ Mowlh Africh is abviows,
i provides Uoe Predoria Lorione-
merchants with the wllimate
WEAPOE.

Liberal comnzentarors prefa
1o bebteve that Sourh Adcan
nuclear  armis are  aimply
strategbs and would never be
used lodernally. Don't you
believe [t The barbariy and
apparen: wireason belind the
repime’s past actions leave no
doubt tlar an apartheld - state
marinlly woupded by the
liberation sirugzle would have
oo hesination io copsipning the

WEST Cermapy has other,
gt obscnre methods of
nuckar Involvement in samib-
erm Africa. Maosl hizarre &5 the
FTRAG concession in castern
Faire. Ay on pgreement of 6
December 1975 the Fwire
Crovermment sgreed o give
comnplete comired of & trocl of
Innd. plomg lake Twngunyka
todslling 10 per cent of Lairois
terpidery L _ihe  Ckrbiiel
Trumspairt und Raketen Giesell-
shuft for an unnusl remt of 15
millinn  zaires  [whoat - 51
mifllinn|,

UTHAL s bukiness seems (o
be testing  Creise woal lung-
ramge . musailes, OTHAL di-

whole of southern African fo
ohlivipn, [tself included.,

But chere iz another aspect (o
the revelatlons on this pags. [t
beoks increasingly likely. that
souihern Adrica is being wsed as
a workshop for German
rearmaiment, The terms of the
Foisdam agresment of 1043
and the Treaty of Brussels in
1554  specify that West
Germany 5 not aliowed o
develop bong-range and guided
missile=s on its own beErricory.

The development of ifs oen
nuclear technology on Souath
African sl ia & wav of petiog
raound this, Presumably, in the
event of o confroncation with
the Sowier Uniegn in Burope,

recior Ltz Kakser clalms ihat
this Is for purely commercial
purpnses: “One company . will
lammch, . [sutellites],..knto ochit
for whulever coustry can
afford Lo pay. We sl satellice
launching, powersd by - our
el muosibs.  We  operate
like & romd hnulsges comproy, '
He sames: the Bromligpn and
Indomesian EOVETIMENIS 85 Iw
of his eleris.

Boih the Honm Covernment
and the LS Sinte Tepaniment
cifirm the purely commarclal
characeer of the nperstion. Bai
A nfumber of awkward
questoms _remnuoin, o which
ngither (e (Germass nor ihe

thers would ke misiles with
nuckear warheads on sandby i
Sonch Adrica,

Germany has iried the same
irick belure, when the Weiniar
Republic of the 19204 wsed Lhe
Treaty of Kapalla Lo gaald wp
iy aromed  lordes an lToreign
terrilat s, Chnly then the garier
was the Saviet L nkmn!

The OTRAG sropecl bt Lalie
3 analher fascinatine example
al the ovew meihods of
imperialist ntesvention, As the
artele on this pape supmesLs,
there cap be Litle doubt that
this is anathes way forthe West
Ciccmany sate oo dovelop its
nuclear capazity,

Increased German activityin

Americans can provide satis-
factory ansywers.

Why was the Faire Govern-
meni prepared (o make this
unprecedented terrltorlal con-
oozdon o p private company T

Why does the OTRAG
mizsibe  system  bear such a
siriking resemblance 1o the
Eurapean “Arigne’ svsicm?

And why was the Tirsd lanach
from ihe OTHAG lest sile a1
Luyua. on 17 Mav 1976
preceded by rests ar Lampakls-
howsen, the bome of he
rerman natlonal aerospace
anthority

Alrica for example in
Somilia = his Besn one al the
mésl  imporianl featores ol
recent -manths. - Boe - French
invilvement has heen on the op
as well, withk direct milifary
intervention o faire and the
Sahara,

NEQO-EMPIRE

We onnnog rell whether there
wias  pny  Francp-Grerman
agresmenl o procecl the
OTRAG conszssion lasr April
when Freach and Moroccan
trosams weni im0 por down the
Shabi rehals. 1ois clerr,
hivsever, 1hat France i+ set
OO0 SFving i mes-empire in
Alrica and Abhat  German
intereses conld be an obstacls,

There is -pled & -rising
ancr-larman - sentimens A
home, 17 not vom. Giscard
especially, then semainly from
akl Lthe oLher mapor marebes, with
e Socialssts and Commmuniss
o exeeptian. Mo woander Lhe
Erench acrospace aulboriies
loak - askaiee ar e FURAG
project, which bssars & sinking
resenslanee o Lheir - awil
Adlavis sysiem.

Lira pesiod o ineressed Lrads
rivadre and hesdlity o Wes
Germany, Europe's sirompest
inperialism, Litle (howeht has
becn gpiven o thi possibilicy
that those ovalries might apdl
over inro 1he political or even
milizary urena,

This is only; apeculation, but
the scenario. ia . horcibly
familiar. 1 ian't just Rapgalla
that comes 1 mind feon ‘the
inter-war penod: the ollitars
tuild-up, the increased chauvl
nigm, The seramble for colonial
ierrilory;

Ane Britain® Fooaser rune
Minister Harold Wikion claims

thal relaticns with South
Mlrica, and the MNamibian
wraninm contcact L pasticatar,
is the defcominiog  factor (n
British polilics, Diraw vour own
CXMIICLILAEIALE.
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Strasbourg verdict

‘The art of disguising toi

Being ignorant and reactionary is not a characteristic
unigue to British judges. Two weeks ago, the European
Court of Human Rights displayed its prejudice with its

decision

that the methods used by Britain in

interrogating internees in Ireland in 1971 did not

constitute torture.

TIM SHALLICE, co-author of The Technology of
=Political Control (Penguin), contests the Strasbourg
judgement on behalf of the British Society for Social
Responsibility in Science.

The justification the Euro
pean Court wsed [or  ibeir
decision is Farcical. The
lechnispes empioyed, they said,
caused “intense physical and
mental soffering  and. . .dcule
paychiatric disturbance dornig
interrogation’

INTENSITY

Yet they did nof “ociéasion
auffering of the particalar
intensily and craeily impled by
thewaord ‘tomuare.*

Burif wour anxiety is made to
spiral (oA level where you are

'Jc:'rnpnrarilg.r insane, where you

haecinnte ard tose all wense of

space and time, @l s difficufl o
see how things could get worse,
Amd this is what did happen in
the cases considered -at
Strasbourg.

[t Briclsl pedee, Sir Gerald
Flizmaarice, argued thai the
methods were npot forisre
because if thoey wese how “does
ole characterise:,  baving one's
finger npgils torn our, being
slowly  impaled on a stake
throwph the rectum, or roasied
overanclectric grid?

The answer i essy, Such
methods- are old-fashioned,
unscientific and much too
obvious, The first reguirement
[oor Eortoce A & liberal
democratic  capatadisl 4Lale o
that ir can be easily represented
as relatively innocuoes

TORTURE

I Sir Gerald reads The
Times, he will oo dogbe agres
with Berpard Levin's denunci-
ntign of

Ruzsins nxes ol

paychialric treslment. as  Lor-
lure, Bul he seems undble 10
miake the tniellectual leap fronh
menlal [orlures o Busdia 1o
oawE eobmilled by the Bruash
Arimy.  Oihers share his
reluctance. For cxample the
Sunday Times offered no
opinien an the Strashours
verdial, Perhaps the editor had
forgotton thaton 21 Movember,
1971, his paper had corried an
article by leading pevehindris
Antheay Store entitled Why
Hooding |= Menial Tormurs'.

Theresponse of [he judiciary
aivd media wasa iumph for the
British Government®s polisy of
cowgr-op and delay, Ever since
the news first began 10 percolace
oue - in the autamn of 1971,
Britizh ‘governmenis have

adopied gopolicy-of agresing (o
virtually ansthing

aven Lhat

they had used torfore —
proveiding no more nfolssacksn
canpe oud, and they didn't have
Lo pake aciions AEALRSL Anyone on
the Army chain of command.

When sued by victims, the
Government decided o setrle
oot of court ta the rne of
L1500 in order o wvoic
publicity, Al Scrasbourg they
spun things out Tor Foar yedrs
withaout nllowing any testimany
on the imparlant issoes; hos
effort was pul inlo blasdly
demying that the Bonsh Siate
wis  responsibic a1 [omuce,
argubings “The Stane can ondy be
reaponiaible if it could be shown
thes such regulasions {concern-
ing the torture technigques) had
":licfr.':ulerm-:d i the bevel of the
Stpie

EVIDENCE

The evidence exists. Lord
Balniel, Secretury for Defence,
s an  Wevember, 1971;
"Ministiers were aware of ithe
principles  anderlying inlerrge-
pation i depih...The proced-
res have been uesd 1o Lhe courie
of five separale cAmpaigns of
cmergencies Inm the lass ten
FERIE'

A Minister admirs thar with
full ministerial knowledge the
British Army hod been engagesl
in torture for a fen-vear period,
S the 14 Irish coses must be the
tip afthe iceberg. Seven years i
ample . Llime For fearless

{hres,

Ll
)

Howl ARE
HE BorsisF

il 1
SRR

exposures by the British media,

Yot wirh rthe exception of [
MNew Sclentist, for whom the
functions of the lechaiques |8
mare obysous, there las beena

denfening silence. The British
Giovernment need have oo fear
of Wilergates. The mling class
the legal svsiem, ard the mass
meadigare tootighrly inteerated.

Bloody Sunday Commemorations

- The Tribunal

Build the International Tribunal! That was the main
message of the speeches at the rally held last Sunday to
commemorate the deaths of the 14 demonstrators
killed in Derry by British Troops on Bloody Sunday,
1972, reports OSCAR GREGAN

The rally in Hammersmith
lallowed & 1,200-strong
demonsiration oTgapised by the
'Iil-::-cld_\' sSunday Commemori-
tion Demonsiration Com-
mies., Im anocther London
demonstration  to mark  the
deaths greanised by
Frovisional Sinn Fein — aver
508} people merched.,

The Internationzl Tribainal
had been publicly launched &t a
press conference. the prewicus
week. lis purpote 0§ [o

investizate Hrilish preseioe
Treland,
Appealing. for suppast for

fthe initiative at Lthe preéss
comference were: loan May-
nard MP: Phil Flyven, depury
general, secredary of the [rish
Lozl Goveronment and Public
Service Union; Lord Gifford, a
lawver and prominent cham-
plon of civil liberties;  and
officers from the Tribunal
planning commities,

DISTURBING

The officers explained:
"Drittan™ exercise ol oalilary,
jucicial, and poditical  control
b the Morth ol lretand has

[

Sacialiel Chadlanpesupparbersan 1ha Bloody Sunday demonsiratian.

disturhing implicalions’. They
added: "There g sufficient
relidble, ver alarming informa-
tign available on varipus
wspects of Hrimain's  invaolve-
menl [¢  pecessitate A0
independent inguiny.'

The offlcers went on to sny
that the inguiry will con-
cenleate on:

Lot rale and activithes of the
British Armiy, and the Brifish
security  forces in  Morthern
Ireland — the Royal Ulster
Constabulary wnd the Ulster
Trefence Regimeni.

“Allggalions of ioriure =i

LAUAENCE EFARHAM IFL]

gets u

C / r"'rr"_-'
i ' "l

nderwa

Ehine: § SUPENCE EPARHAM (IFL)

BERAMADETTE MeALISKEY addrazaes  1200-strong rally in Hammarsmith Town Hill last Gunday.

inlerfrogation conines, nnd
allegations of abuse and gssanh
om Irish prisopcrs o Rridish,
inclunding Englizh, jalls.
*The aperatlon of no-jory
couns o M. Irelsnd,
*The nperatinn of the Narthern
Ireland [Emergency Provi-
slome] Act and the Prevention
af  Terrarism  |Temparary
Provizsions] Acl,
“Charges of diserimination in
imagiy Belds, levelled at dhe M.
freland authorities,
*The treatment of Irish
republican prisoners in the
Wure Prison |Lomg Kesh] and
alther jails,
“The question of freadom of
speech and freedom of 1he
presd, Ia e Governmemt's
infeence helng nsed 1o censor
the Mow of nformation snd
ideusy

Alregady the Tribunal has the

W sponsorship of many  promi-

nen: politicians,  drace  unisn
is15. legal fgures, writers and
artisis from [reland, Britain,

the United Srites, and Basopes,
These inclede e national
execucive ol the Trash | canspart
and General Workers Union,
the As=ociation of Legal fostice
in Belfust, the axccurive of the
satonal Linion of Sudeats in
Rritin and live Labiour MPs.

AUTUMN

It i expected thay the flrss
sescicen of Uhe Tribueal will take
plage in London this anpimn,
The prgaolseia hope that the
migjor sesions will be beld
belfore the largest and mos
repreacntative body possible of
delegates elected from trade
undons and other labour and
stndent organisniions

Because of the -imporinn
rale that international public
opinian can play in mordtaring
any infringements of huwman
rights in the Morth of Treldisd
the 'jury™ will be joined by a
panel ol Tigores ol inler-
natiomal repute,

Sapcinlist Challenge welcomes
the call Far the Tribunal. We
agree with the views expressed
by Phil Flyon ar the press
conference, thab any such
inquiry — having examined the
aviclence should frdict Lthe
British Geovernment and British
Secnmiey forces. We alin fieel
that aninlernational campaign
o focms the ablention of the
world community on Bricgln®s
presence in feeland would play
an tivaluasle poledi aldiog the
Lberaiion scrupgle of the Irish
people.

The words: af  Bernadelts
Mealiskey, spoken il the rally
oo Siiday, need - repEating.
“lhe Briush defs 50 catehing
on’, she considered when
srrgssng the eed 0 build-the
Tribwnal., *The Brsh et now
necds ro”justify those remarks
and to rarn the Inberoabional
Tribuna!l iolo the  most
successlul iniciative of the
year.”
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Leyland profits from Apartheid

It's no accident that British Leyland chose a white
South African, Michael Edwardes, to succeed Dobson
as chairperson, writes JOHN HUNT. I

Levlamd's Sowmth African
cpnoections are exiensive —
British Leyland South Africa B8
the company’s biggesl opera-
tion cuarside Bridain, And i B
immensely proditable. Over the
last five yedrs Leyviand has
made five thines a3 much profm
friom each of i workers in
South Adrica as it has made
from ils warkers i Britain,
The reasen for this enormoss
profilability §s simple -

Black workers in South
Africa have po political
rights;- they are denied
povernment recognition of Lheir
trade uninns; they are Babie Lo

imprisonment  {or  upion
activilies; they have na night 1o
sirikea, angd o sirkers can

g0 10 jail, or be banished 1o
remoie areas. Without the right
1 organise, Leylmd's black
workers suffer fromappallingly
lnw - wages; have no control
ower [ine speed  or - other
guesitions o working  condi
nons; &End  canmol  foghe
reduisdAnckes

But despite the obsiaches In
their way, Levland workers
have besn waging n tremiendous
simigede (or elementary itode
wmion righis, InApml 1973, the

Metal and Ablied Workers
Lmion wams formed as an
orgapisation for Leviand
workers, and began recruiting
A Mobeni. Leyland's hesvy
vehicle plant in Durban, By
Jumne 95 percemt of Lhe workers
Bl jokied.

RECOGNITION

Boar managemend relmsed to
fecognise he unwon, anmd
instead reed Lo SCL oup tlassan
committees and “works som-
mittees’ as 3 substitute for real
umionrights. [t refused v grant
theworkers' demand for a plani
referenduns on recognition of
the MAWIL, S0 in Febmeary
1974, the workers stouck for
recogmition. Leviaod sacked nll
of thesirikers, who wers forced
1o back down in March,

Aot MAWL continusd ity
wark. By October 1976,
Levlund wis so meensed by the
militancy of the Moheni

workers, that il decwded 1o
move ils. bus prodection 1
anoiler plant, deashically

redicing the number of {obsin
Mobend. In November 1975,
the Vorster government Essusd
banning orders on the MAWL

secredary  Alpheus Mihethwa,
and MAWL organisers Sipha
Kubhekhi ansd Garvin Aomdersan,
preventing them fromm aking
part in omion activities lor five
years, and elTectively - hoose
arresting theo,

Leyiand bulll many of the
trocks - and  armoured  roop
carrsers wihich had been ussd
that wear against the siudenrs
and workers of Soweto by the
South Adrican nrmy and
paolice, so- perhaps this was
somie form of recognition of Lthe
services rendersd] by Levland Lo
aparineid,

And sl the MAWLP s lighil
For recogmition combnees. The
story o that  Fight, and i
implications: far the |abour
moveman! m Brlain s the
subject of an oulstanding mew
pamphlet, sponsored by
Coventry Ant-Apartled and
Covenlry Trades Council and
produced by Coveniry Work-
shop. 1t i5 cobitied  British
Lexlamd in Britain and in South
Africa. Simply and comcisely
written and imaginncively
prodoced, it needs 1o he read,
sabd and usml by every Lrade
snianist wha ssss the oeed [
international working class

Smith talks in a tangle

As the talks between

the architects of the

‘Anglo-American proposals’ for Zimbabwe and the
representatives of the Patriotic Front open in Malta,
Ian Smith’s own alternative of an ‘internal settlement’
seems Lo be running into heavy water with the walk-out
of the key delegation from the United African National

Council,

ALEXANDER reports.

Thepresenl sialemate rellects
thee alifTicudl  m@neeuves that
Musnrewa and Siifole, kaders
ol Lhe two ol opporianis
natieaElsl  organsalicns, - are
Lrwiag B carry oul. They are
artemping 1o ger a finm grip on
political power for themselves
by doing a deal wirth the racis
government, which must
necoasarily enipil big conees-
sioma.

Al the momenr falk is of
puaranteeing the couniry's
whites— less than 10 pereent o
thic popalation — 28 per cent of
thie parliameniary seats forup o
10 vears after independence. AL
the zame time they have o
continne o sell o their
followers the li= that sucha deal
witld be genuine “liberation’,
won withont all the paim amd
cost of the gueritly struggle.

1t wis Bithole wha lirst gave
signs of these pressures,
hageling over the lemgth of Lime
that the whites woold he
puaranbesd such special polilic:
il privileges. Murorews, now
alraid ol losiog. erownd o
Sithale, isalso tryang tohagplea
bit, sor Cheatl e can be Seeit as &
defender ol the peopla’s
imlerests  — fnow over the
oethod of election of “ahite
pepresentatives.

SCEPTICISM

Ihe leadess of the Parioric
Froot ¢lala thar they ave posng
o the Malia ralke in a spicit of
exireme sceprbcism. And well
thes might. For it s elear clyac
British and Amerbesn limperial-
bm will nor contemplate z ¥
SCrious. metlon hpainst b:l.l ki
that might por power o the
hands of people they do not
have fiom contral sver.

Their game 5 simply to wair
il

Vimternal  setrlement”

artempds founder, and then ry
and push foraard their own

wlam, which & a5 much o
neiraval of the right of the
Timbnhwe people oo geld

determination as Smith™s plian.
UNITY

The conradictions in the
‘internal setilempent' are now
guire evident . But the trapedy iz
thar the libgration fighters in
ZANL pmd ZAPLY — the
FarricticFront organisations —
cannot take advantage of it
becanse their leaders continee
I appenr as simply anodher set
of pewer teckers iving o iake
mlvantage of the situation, So
why not chooss the road of
Muzorewn and Sithole, which is
on beast easier, if oo ore sure’

A clear gall from  the
Iiberntion fighters for unoity of

led by Bishop Abel Muzorewa. ROY

the whele back population
around a programme &f action
for the iberation of Zimbabwe,
inzluding B GleAr ComMmMAIrmen: ta
early free  elections 1o a
Constituent Assernbly,  coeld
splil the “internal settlement!
manedeyte wide  open,  and
render The Anglo-American
proposels 5Ll hoon al the same
i,

sadldariny.

The pamphlzt highlights the
falfure of the Labour Govern-
men: o take any o effective
pcsion «¢m - Hritish  Firms
operating in South Adrica, The
Givernment has dealt wath Lhe
embarragsing fact that Levliand
i5s even defying the oode ol
practice of -the Houwse ol
Commens commilles 40
British ficms in &outh Africa,
which recommends recopnltion
of made unlans by manage-
nseit, by...pretending chat

L —

Orur F_ﬂql-ﬂr‘lﬂﬂ Correspondeni writes; Wa have bean unabde 1o ideniify Mr. Vorster's cer. We gueas
ihat il is not-a Mind, bt 11 s probably boll by British Leyland all the sama.

Leviand f8 folloewing che code?
[na lesrer of 1 June 1577, the
parliamentary. undersscretary
of staie ar the Department of
Indusrry, Leslie Huzkfizld,
told Frank Hooley BMP that
Levland complied with Lhe
sph-caommistee’s recommenda-
ticms, This is sicnply untrise,
British Tevlaml in  Hritain
wng im Soath Alica concluades
will a seclion on the nesd for
solpdarity with the sirupgle of
black workers in South Africa,
It calls for Leyland workers to

take selective blacking actiom
apanisr suppdiss b South Africa
and points dul the oeed fo
campaign hoth for Levland to
pocognise the MAWLL and for
the ending of Leyvlapd
investment in South Africa,
*Hritish Leviamd im Brilain and
in Booth  Africa,  20p,
cponsared by Coweniry Trades
Councd and Covenlry - Anli-
Apartleid Mosement
produced and published by
Coveniry Workshop, 40 Rinley
Foad, Coventry

Help South African Socialists!

CHARLIEYVANGELDEREN and CARL BRECKER
launch an appeal for books for South African

socialists. NG

ITHE IMPACT ol - ihe
past-Sowealo strngpeles, the
liberatlon wars i Lunbabwe
and Mamikia, au*‘ the abviaus
wiakiwss of s pationatisi

EmergencyAnti-
Conference

COORTIMNATION “of - action
Apdinsl racist South Adrica will
b thecomeern ol o farthcoming
Emsergency Action Conference,
called by the Anu-Apurtheid
Movernent for Salurday, 11
Fehruary, at Frlends' Mesting
House in Londan.

Open 1o delegaces from all
orpanisations supportiog - the
aims of the Antl-Aparbeid
Movemen:, the Conference has
s0 far been sponsored by (he
Souch East Bepton of the TLC,
the Mationsl Undonof Siodents,
and Liberation.

Speakers will lnclude Lealte
Harrimsan, Chairperson of the
UM Special Commitie: Azainst
apnriheid, Labgor Parcy
':.-'|I.'|i7r|!‘.r'\1:'\ll1 Joan Lestor, MP.

dnd the Hot, Sécretary of thie
AAM, Abdul Minty.

It {2 boped that the delegabss
wr this tmporant conlerence
will commir themsslves and
their organisations ta buikding a
mass solidanty campaign with
the srruggles in South Africa,
Tozhat =nd it 1= imporient thas
1he conference issaes s clear call
o aetion Tor the whals Lubowr
miovemanl, and cutlines further
praciical steps which can he
Parilt crar of the mohilisetions
that wiil be laking place
thronghoul the month of
March, as part of the AARMS
e 'mionth af action” and the

imtarmaiional week Ol frade
wnion aciisn.
For i is aoertwinn Lhat thess

movement has led 1 wide
sprend discussion, @ greal
debare and a great thirst for
kpowledee

We wiant fo intervene in this
debaie, o start the process of
nuilding Marxist organisniinns

artheid

imporrant indriatives will spark
of f widespread intergst inside
the labour movement abour
whal is happening in Souch
Africn, The nesl is for furiher
seps o translate this inrerest
and wwhreness inta action.

ACTIONS

Local aatl-apartiveid groupm
acioss the towilry are planning
aotiows in thety areas for 11 and
Td harch. The AAR natenally
hias prodaced & secies of leatlens,
briefing papers, and pamphiers
of ‘particular Titerest o trade
unkonists for wae around the
teade union week of action,
15-21 Mareh: (For forilet
details of these or the Actioa
Conference conracl; AAM, 81,
CharlaneSireer, London, WIP

which cin sles=r the s
awiy from appaoTtunism, e
anlionalism and tribafist con-
flicts. “Already  discusslon
ETOURS are SPOOLgULg oyt &
anumber - of - countcies  which
wanl Lo get & grasp of Marxism
and wndesstand the priosipls
of the hisofic debates ghour
the arcugele for soeclabsm i
undepdeveloped couprmes.

We have had a request for
heip from 8 prowp of African
comrades who are invelved in
Butlding such discussion gronps
in two southern Afdrican
coneries and among  Soweio
stipclenis in exil= in other
comInries,

They winil:
=14 hiild a Marxdst library
“t oblain & supply of hasic
Marxisl pamphleia for the
discuslon gronps
"lo acgulee 8 small duplicaior
|coat ahoni £50-L£T5] 1o enahle
Lheeeri 1o cleculate maderisl.
Mary . Capital, ¥olume 1

These nesds are modest by
European zandords where we
heave a rich supply of literature,
bzt in the African context they
are well heyome the mesns o
these comrades, many wl
whom are refugees.

This  week we stwrl by
primting the Hibes of some of the
hooks amd pomphiets reguired.
Clver the mexi few weeks v will
prind more, Bt this list 19 by oo
mesns  exclosive. Any  oCher
relevuml malerial would be
weléame,

ASSISTANCE

You cap help elicher by
dippasg oo vour pockers or
Organising activiiies fo raise
funcls, W propose, atan early
date, o call @ small mesting in
Landon which can exchange
jd=ps far more efleclive
assistance o our comcades in
she front line of the steupple. ~®

Coniect; Sovialisl Beoks for
fApmih Africm Appeal, ¢ o
Risimg Free, 181 Upper Sireer.
Landom M1.

Marx and Engels: Salected Works,

Vaig Land ¥
Engels: Anti-Dukring,

Lenirn: Selecisd Works, Vole 1,3 apa3

Lenin: Whal i% ko be DanaT
Lenin: Twa Tachlos
Mardes: Whal i# Trolakyism?

W andel: Revalutionary Sludenl Movamani
| mTmaRrErar ¢ e e S S T e e e 1

[
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French Communist Party DDDGSIHDH

“‘Max Pierrat’ in the sha

“There are thousands of comrades who are asking

guestions.”

This is the claim of ihe lefi opposition

inside the Fremch Communist Party (PCF). The
opposilion which has emerged publicly in the last two
moaths has published a series of statements under the
collective pseudonym of *Max Plerral’. RIC SISSONS

and PAM HURST report.

Digabis in the minds of many
PCF members have been
brooght 1o a head since
Zeptember. Il was then that the

pmmunist gnd  Socralise

rives, - Mndimyg themaelves
unable o agrée wpon an
updaied Commion Programme,
broke the Union of the Left,

In October the PCF, after a
meeting of iis Central
Commitiee, opened 8 ficece
polemic against the Socialis
Party (PS5, This culminafed ai
o national congress of the PCF
fiour weeks ago to launch the
pariy's campaign for  the
March electaons. Marchis, the

pany's. Geperal Secretary,
stajed thet he would ool
puaraniee, in advance, 1o
trensfer vodes to the PS in thwe
second rinend,

It & in the contexs of these
iharp exchanges heswesn the
Pllednd the PS that the lefi
o tion has auclaced within
“archais" party. They consider
that the Marchaks Eeadership
has been perswing an “opporiu-
nist’ line.

The opposition is nsade up of
‘all those who collectively or
individunlly reject the social
demacratisation of the PCF
und ‘who consider that a

revolutionary communist lineis
ficeessary Lo confronl Imperi-
tamm in crisls”.

Uk opposition estiniares thal
sipce Ocrober b has been
instrumental in organising over
100 meetings of PCF members
1o discuss the future of the
party. They claim chese have
inverlyved several thousand
party militants,

These  gathetings  have not
been resiricled to inlelisciuals,
bist for the most pure made up
of workers, and ingluded
members of cell, (vwn and
federal leadershipa. Already
they have established 3 perwork
which permics national coordi-
TEAT I

The opposition argess  chis
the Linion of rhe Left broke
down because at no point have
unibed commitieess heen organ-
1%l ad the hose. Thus one of the
ceniral planks: of the *MWax
Pierrat” current is for papuaiar

'”‘-l-r!l' commiatters- a0 1he
facrories and neighbourhoods.
They furiher criticise the L'nbon
al the Left for failing io draw
indaer it imporant social kayers,
wilthoul whom change will not
ocewr, such as women, youch
ind i.:r.rrligr.unl wnrkers,

The call for popalsr aney
commitiees is theorised by the
oppsiting in the demand Tor
the POF o revert (o a Line ol
‘class apninst class” as advanced
by the third Commuilist
Inteenational ln the carly 19306,
This they  consider - entailed
‘unity af the base, sometimes ar
the base angd the semmic, bot
never ooly at the summit,' W is
intor the latler category thal
'‘Mlax  Pierrat™ considers  the
Linion of the Lelt mistakenly
fedl.

The oprositton amacks  the
‘refornusl’ pacty leadership Toa
drogpiine e dictatosship . ol
Ihe  proleteriae from s

NOT tha bestof friends: Mitterrand [lsdt] of the SnnIlJI.';I F'nrlj and Hnn:lul: n+ the Commurnial Paﬂ-,-

More details on college spies m——————

Foreign Office backs Iran

Further information has emerged, revealing the extent
of Iranian government survelllance on British

campuses  and

the compliciiy of some collepe

authorities. CHRIS (°BRIEN reports.

Documents which show the
readiness of many  academic
I:'{',[.‘.'i!'il.lﬂ.lh o hand over the
pames oF [rdman stugents 1o
the embassy - without consulia-
tion are guoted in Lhe Febraury
issie of Matiomal Siudeni, the
paper of the Matienal Union of
Students, This 35 the Latest in a
fleod of informalion since
Sociulist Challenge [iren un
oovered detwils of 8 gureey
being carried oot by a Kent
U'niversly lecturer calbsd Chris
Hale for Lhe Iranian ermhssy.

“AUMAN RIGHTS

Most.  interesting 15 ®
statement of the Briciah
Crovernment's position  fTom
D.E. Tutham of the Foreign
OHice Middle East Deparrmeti
inreiponse Lo a resahirion from
Kent stodenls™ union, He says
that Foreipn Secyeinry Oren
altaches preat importance (o
e questien of heman cghts
burthar “In (e case of Ttan, e

value ¢ur clowe etonamic links
with & country which supplies
about agquearber ol aur il and is
aur Largest expurliniarkel in the
Middle East. We alo have
certain oblipations (o Iran as
our ally o the Cenral Treay
Crganization {CENTO), widch
e T(‘EB"." a5 AN ImparTant

@

Leasdan WA 28 H

College aulhorities seem o
have the same happy-go-lucky
artiude (owards their Tranipn
dludents” wellesre, Ax we
explained in gar original article
the Hale servey was only the
lanest Ln a series, and that Hihik
A, Dashel, the embassy™s
educational coupsetlos, had
copducied such a survey
nimEell van Years gpa.

These Intcsr documents are
the collsge responses o that
survey, Many of them, such ns

Foimagn Afad Casimicnssanltn Cifics

Te 4596 vhsp of Jtmne = salue e Elone coozosis i FEAE

& @3eptyr which puprodss about N SElrees of oo 33l
slpart datest im che FHdils Lart,

GrARRT

souree ol stalulity 1o the
region.”

Tatham adds that “we beliewvs
that Iran has made sigrilcant
progress this yoar in intpidviog
human Tights.! He was
probpbly thinkingof the 10,00
oppositicniats. who o wefre
arrested just araund the time he
wid WwTifing in Movember,

LEEREE - =

Brightoen Polviechoe, Leeds
Polyrechme, Polviechnic of the
waurh Bask asd Fluddersiield
Foliytechme had na hescation
ln manding over siudenss'
[FE

Diashti claims thathe &5 only
interzsed in obfaining nmmbers
of siedents. Inwhich case. why
nsk far namesT

A wie bave pxplained before,
there s dpcumentary evidenos
of cooperation of embasay stafi
with 3AVAK, the Iranian
secret police. There 15 no dould
that Lhe resulis of sarvess like
these would he  immediniely
aviribahle wr SAVAE, Tt iz this
witich makes many  Iranian
sludenis change their names,

Matiomal Sludend has dons a3
considerable service .'-1. making
this informarion pubdic. 10 has
provided the raw muaresial for
natiomal campaiga againsl
colizpe collaboration with Lean.
Bl the NLIS has failed in the
pasl leo mount any - serious
aclion. on Iram, and - doesn't
even teve o naiional policy on
the guestion.

The overacas student popu
lation is increasinghy enraped @
Governmen:  and = college
policies, and a8t the Jailare al
the MUS leadership 1o ack
their gricvances of o allow
peniine  independen: mé.ani
sation. of  overseas students
withinm the MUS, S0 pow 15 the
maoment to furm an undoeubied
journabisiic seoop into polideal
dcliir

proegramme; Tor failing to oke
ugr the k11'||:gglr agrinsl the
‘Europe ol multinationals'; for
aocepting the French naclear
sirtke  fosce; for renmotuncing
wlernational solidarniy agamse
repression: and froally Tor
chistancing ieelf from the
spcsalel srales and the Sovel
L pion.

PROGRAMME

Whibe criticising the PCF for
mstting the VIS8R ar arm's
length ihe oppositinn Tads o
Llake & ¢lear stand on  the
suppreasien ol democratic
righisin Eastern Europe, wldch
oh  occasion the “EBufa-
comumunists' tnolialy. Spaid
and Frapce havedone,

With the imminenoe ol the
Sarch elections  the  left
opposition has stpted:  Ir is
necessary 1o beat the right.” In
OFOCT 10 ooTrect it mistakes the
BCF should advance a new
programme that makes it plear
that o ‘end tha crisis, finish
capirnlism ' and 'thar there'is no
other excaps than rhe rransition
tin. sncielism,' Thew further
demanded o o ovas: o oand
thorough-pning debads in the
PCF  prior o the bew

sdeminerutic party  conEress i
Februny,

The appesition - has been
forced o operare under g
collective psesdonym  and
publish iy statecnents in nomn-
Marcy magariives because of the
lack of lmernal  democrsey
within the PCF. AL the recen
natiosal Fary Congress there
WS ol One vore Almcgst 1N}
delegates: gither Bgaimil or in
ahstention, Consldecing  tha
there was no discussion bn the
ranks of the pariy beforehand
izl the delszintes were picked
by ihe federal committees this
COMES 3% N0 SUrPTise,

Thiz lorces: the  oppgsition
undergraund. The Imli-i.-.r'uhip"s.
Auppression of internal demas-

racy has  been aided o
*dissident” party incelecraals,
such - ag  Elleindtein - and

Althugser. Elleinstein recenily
COMAMEEied e an inkerview in
the weckly Politipue Helala, ']
oy ok a all favowrable o the
existence of tendencies 'which
sim onby ransform thenmselviss
imto spdits,! Althusser din Mew
Left Revlew [04 - spafed,
'"Recognition of orpaniged
tenclencies weeme 10ome o b
cat ol the questien in the
Fremeh Pariy,”

Intercontinental Press

o . ITPICCON

ARTICLES wnd commentary
o ke French election
campalgn are a comlimoing
feature of e new  weekly
Imterconrinenial B sy
Inprecor, The [wiest [ssoe [Vol,
1, Pore. 4] camepling an aribcde vy
dean-LClaude HBeorpard., &
separale . commeniary on (ke
camprign  of the Freach
Irirlshyisis of the TLOR, and e
lext ol the LOCR's open lelier (o
delegnies af the necent compriss
ol the French Commuonist
Farly.

LHher leafmres inchsde; "The
Riging Women's Liberatian
Movepwent i Spwin; *Price of

“Hespectabiliiy'* Kising For
Dialam CF'; aod - Argenting —
The specire of a Cordishazo’.
Hingle cophes are Myp plus Wip
pip, bat why pol (ake
wihvunizge of the favourabie
suhseription rates: £F for oac
year [48 ixsmec], £5 For sly
mdmihs [24 issoes], or £2.50 For
an introdectery. offer of 1D
I2swes. Al new subseribers will
alse pet o Cree copy of Tnprecor
My, 1% | Mew Series| devaled o
L warld ecomomic simeaben,
Write mow o Imlercodiiimenial
Presa/ Inprecor, PO, Box Si,
London W1 2XP. Al cheyuess
P should be made ouwl in
Intercomtinenial Press.
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LEADING Crachoslovah oppositionist Peir Ukl = out of a job, The
document we print hese, celed 28 Movember lasl year, is his
notice to gl Trom the Petrubi national anleprise whers he
worked as an enginear, Tha sacking look eflect on Tussday 31

JdBnuary.

The document |s explicl on 1he poditical nature of the
digmissal. The firad D&ra#lraph after the date of dismissal resds:

"You do not conformn o

@ pallibco-moral requiraments thal the

Potrubd nalicnal anlemprise has a right to expect from 1t woerkars
emplayed as iechniclans, givan the netlonal Impertance of thasa
lesks, A6 B Blgnatory of 1he so-calléd "‘Declaration af Charlar 77
yau have identified yourself with this slanderous pamphlal.
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World Cup Football 1978
Videla versus the Montoneros

By CHRISTOPHER ROPER, journalist and Latin American specialist.

rgentina’s military diciatorship hoped o

turm the World Cup finels in June into &

propagands speclacelar, buill'.i:ll!ﬁ are ol
EMngE guite aceonding Iﬂg 'k generals’
public relations advisers urson & Marsteller
of Mew York, saw the football championships
asa ‘unigee opporteiioy ' 10 freshen the junca's
unsavoury inlernatonal image,

Foliowing thelr advice, the generals have
spent the equivalent of LS3400 million on
prepacations, and 5000 foreign journafizrs
have afready sought scireditation” for the
gnmes. There 5 just one hitch, When the
generals made their plans two vears ago, they
were convinced 18 would take them ks than two
vears L crush all popular resstance o military
rale. The visators were (o be prisented with a
e disciplinad Argenting, in which workers
did mol go on sinke, bombs did s go off at
might, and the [rdins ran on time.

kn fact, although sirikes are banned, and
thousand: & workers have been simprisoned or
murdered for organising indestnial  sction,
major sioppapes have fevaone & regular evenl in
Arpenting, disruptng public servics and
defying povernment :ucllln.'-

Last Movember a siriking railwayman was
shot dead in one of Busnos Aires princioal
raslway stations. This Fact was broadcast every
hall lhosr over the radio in an aiftempl o
intimsdate other workers mlo returning In
work. The propagandisis are now worrying
that actions of this kind o Juse coicld actoally
WOrsen the l:l:l".'ll'.lrr_l"i |L'Ilﬂgl:'. e actuoi IJIE}'
are-inking i to confine accreditatlons 1o apors
journalisis. The problem with vizidiog
ioarnalists is thal they are less easy (o contngl
thien those who live i Argentina all the time.
Ume Brilish correspondent in Argentina, who
seemi 0 acf & o (obtime apologist (or the
janta, 15 Apdrew Taroowskl of The Times.
Tarmowski has been particularly assiduous in
his dutles sinee fare lasi vesr when he had
difficultics in semewlng his visa (9 live in
Argenting. Orher loornalists have been
thresiensd by midnight visits from the securin
palice.

i

Although foreign journalisss bave moc yer
feen kidnapped (detained and perhapa
miirdered) by the death squads, it is a sufficient
ihreat o keep most of them quier. There have
bheen suggestions that Europeans should
howoodl e champicnships in prodesl againsl
the Hoody repression, which bas clalined
berween MLO0MD and 20,000 victims since the
bdarch 1976 military conp

Buar 1l I.'II'.I|IIJI23J OrEANISATI0NS and partes
which are most actively engaged in the
TeEistance argus against a boycorr. They say
that it would be misunderstond by ordinary
peaple in Argenting who ars looking r'n_'lr\_n.'iu_'qj [{x}
the championships, and coulzd give credibility
to che mificary claim thait there iz an
intermafionnl  camppign  against  ATgentina
Imszend of o boweodt, they ask visitors to see the
World Cup a5 an opportunily  for  pctive
solsdarity wiltlk the Argentine penple. They hope
footballers will call Tor the release of political
prisoieTs, thatl newspapers will send reporiers
and photppraphers with a nose for politics as
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will ws sport, amd that peagle will listen to whar
the bocals have Lo osav about their governnient
In Tact the junta 35 making 1t almost impossible
[or srdinery peoake o reach the stadiumes 1o
wakch Lhbe games. To buy a ticket you have 1o
subscribie oo the whole secies of gomes in any
pne ol L stadiums, ar an astronomical prios,

Worse yer, you have to glve vour name and
addreas when you bay the ticksts, In this way,
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AAGENTINA WORLDCUP 1878

the potice hope o preseni local fans from
turning Che gamed inio massive demansimations
againel the junta. With all rallies, mestings and
ather [orms of permal pelitical activiey
haniped, Argentines hove been using Saturday
lootball nsarches as an opportunity to give vent
i thetr fecdings.

At one recent pame a penaliy shor went wide
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SOCIALIST CHALLENGE, 2 Fabruary, 1977 page 13

dAnd hita policeman in the face, He nashed ontio
the field and hegan 0 belabauar the unfortunate
plaver with a truncheon. When the other
plavers ran Lo his aid, other policemen joined
the fracas, al which point the crowd began (o
chant: Slniloneros, Monfoneras,
Montoneros...." Montoneros, originally one of
the many Peronist gueritla groups which sprang
up o oppose the 15966-73 military dictarorship,
is taday the most imparanr  revohetionary
organisation in Argentina. Montonero politics
hawve: developed “aleng clearly socialist liness
during the past two yewrs, marking & clear
break with the confused populivm ol [Mer oism

Unsesmly scenes will probably be avedded
during the Wosld Cup marches, bl the impact
aof thousands (or even hundreds) of tartan-clad
Soots Tans on the Buenos Alees polics is hard to
imagine. There are likely o be casualties on
both sades. Lord Avebury recently ssked the
govermment whatl action bad been taken 'on the
repocted theft of £40 from six British scamen in
three separaie incidents by pelice officers in
Bucnos Adres; and whar advice they will give
Brifish citizens visiting Argentina for the World
Cupasili hu'.-rlhn:.- can procectthemsslves from
hacasgiment by the potice?’

i

Undoubiedly, the Montoperos and osher
revolutienary organisations will be leeking For
s way o maks themseives feltin June, The
bMontoneros  have - promised they  will el
undertake any military operation which might
endanger the lives of visitors or inletmaps the
games, Bul they warn that the military mmight
place bombs ar commil some acher sctoof
violence, which would then be blamed on
subversdon'. Just beédore Christmas the
oilitary kidnapged two French nuns aod then
published a Torped commuanlgues which
purparted 1o show he Mopooperos wers
reaponsibie. This was quickly denied, not only
by the Montomeros bur also by the religious
order to which the pun: belongsd, Forged
communigueas are becoming inorsasingly
common in Europe. This may ipdicate the
imporianes sectors of the milisary aicach o
diserediting the Montoneras, The forgeries are
sufficiencly crude to he detected insantly by
anyone invalved in Areentine affairs, bot may
he grealing some  eonlusion © among
nog-apecialisls.

T Argenting it is hess easy o conlose people
Thers is a0 dould in peaples’ minds that the
oaly “terrorisc ovpanisations’ io the couniry are
ihe army, the navy and. the aic foree. To the
extent that the armed foross wage war on the
whaole people, especinlly on the working class,
they pre forging 0 new umity berwessn the
palitical: vangunrd and che masses. This is
reflected i the political development of the
revalutionary  organisations, which  despite
hewvy losses are Tacine. the (ulure with
opimism.

They have now survived the military
campitign of syierminatica, and are prepanng
fur the counter-aflenssve. They e many
symploms ol mililary weakiness, The
goverianent’s econanic policy has falled and
Argentine indisiry faces the worst recesalon In
its madern history, Alveady the military ace
beginalng o guasel amang themseives,
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COMMENT

Pinning up
an image

PAT MASTERS argees (Sochalisd Challenye.
12 January 19781 thar ‘pin-ups  répresent
nithing more than & degenerare-drillation o
entice men 1o hay varsous hrands of beer, cars,
nEewipapers, elc.”

People who @rgee in this way often overlook
an obvious pol. Pinsups also enlice women o
By coametscs, clollung, housshold formishings
and durabies, and 20 on. A glance a almest any
wide circularion women's magazine will
confirm this simple fact. The reason for
mentioning this istoinsist thal the maore overtly
sexual manifestations of womien's oppressbon
ax g sex nre widely accepred by women 100

Yo would soon kose your readers iF yob
argued againal formal squaliy for women in |
modern wormen's magarine, hut an avalanche
gl sterecdyped sex tolex in both editarial and
advetising malier seems to be necessary 1o sl
Women S magazings. I yob dosibe this, or
coasider it an exagperatbon, then jusl scan the
covers]

The Yorkshire Miner's sexizsm stands beside
the awfal 'persomality” spots to be found In
s ol the jourmnls of trades oniens with
mainly wiomen members, althaogh it should be
said that moss of The Tntier are also written and
glied by i,

BREYMNLEY HEADEN, Hull

Sexism
unscarred

AT THE Matinal Abortion Campaign beneli
on 15 January — line-up: Sadiaa Sisters, Dead
Fingers. Talk, Black Slate, Polly Siyrene and

' ?,a]r Spex — we were dismayed at the
anti-feminism of mast of the andience, which
wie feel was encournged by the lack of political
diredion from MAC, There was oo bookstall,
speakers or banper — the tacit assumprion
being that the gig was for fund-raising only,
This raises the important question of sexism
it masic and the relation betwesen music and
politics.

The reaction thal punk and reggae genetuie
among an a@odience is highly exciting, -and
directly threatens (he status gquo. Whike Raock
againsl Racism s showing thatl rock can raise
lands and poditicise s audience, the audlence
gL the Bound Heuse in Lopdon were not
confronted with the fact thar women don't
hawe comtrol over their own  bodies. and
sexuality in ahis sociery, and that most mnsic is
still enforcing sexisl images of women,

It would be unrealistic, even at a MNAC
benefit, 10 expect 8 predominantly male and
punk - audience 1o fall owver themselves in
sUpporiing women’s righss, Bur the fact that
MALC remained almost invisible throughout
the whole evening meani thar all elements of
sexism went unchallengsd.

Beacause the connechions between muosc and
sexual politics wéne not made, leminisls were

fragmented and women in the audicoce were
hasiled, and in S3me cases attacked {verbaflv
and phyvsienllv) — the ugual anti-womeen,
amzi-nhomion, machismo crap,

Throuagh Rock against Ravism and the Tom
Kahinson band, the issues of hlack and pay
oppression  are  getiing  some  public
recogniion. Women's bands and the fssue of
senism in music are sl very much fpnorad.
The choace [or woamen ss=ms 10 be sicher 1o4al
exclogion from mixsl wgs, and ‘therefore n
repetitian. of  powerlessness, or 8 political
campdaigil to loree audiences and musiciany (o
coniroal wonsen's oppression.

Sachizmo Up Yours!'

CLARE YERBURY. VICKY ASPINALL,
CERI WILLIAMS [N, Londoa|

Facts wanted

THERE WILIL be many comrades whoswill
waami 10 Like up the points rised in your 1 2th
January issuee by John Boss: For my own
Bsenefit, could Jobhn Ross ansdwer the [oliowing
dqueshions:

L Canbe furnksh the readers with any evidence
which argues the positlons be ascelbes 1o Dave
Pusrdy, Mike Prior or Geof{ Roberts, that *ilis
impossibde to successfully challenge the masat
bacic ruling ckass institurbons"?

21Can he likewize give any evidence to shew
that theabove mentioned ascribe the sethacks In
the class srruggle sodely 1o the 'overwhelmingly
unfasourabls faciors of capitalist sockety®?

I Could healsoindicaie —through following
all of Poallantzas” work on theCapitalist Stale —
where Poulantzas ascribes the impossihilicy of
successiuliy challenging the mist Basks rulmg
closs- palitkcal nstisutions, ‘simply because the
ruling class is overwhelmingly powerful and
won'l toberate amything else™?

di Could you alsa give the readers evidence,
Connrade Boss, of the a.'lh.-ga.liu:-n. that, "For the
relormss t_prﬁurna.b]r Purdy, Prior, Roberts)
the eremy which has o beé encodntered and
defeated within the working class @ not the
Labour bufeausracy, bur rather the so-called
“*ulrea-lefr™ *¢

Answedss to thess questions will be interssting
to many of Sociatist Challenpge’s readers,

Parsons:

We didn’t hold
hands with the
bosses

YOUR REFEREMCE 1o the campalipn by trade
unions af 47 A, Parsona last swinmer, though
very brief, gives quite 8 misbeading lmpression
particalariy around the ideaof a ‘happy parner-
ship' with management, The following points
mizht clarify the position:

The campaign was orpanised and  imple-

Socialist
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mented by the trade wemons and taken dut iolo
the broad labour movement. It was the support
of particular trade union bodies — the Con-
federation al Shiphuilding wnd  Enginesring
Unione and the BUM, For swample < which
tlaenced the Governmenl, nor the C.A
Parwons management.

Yaur relerence (o the Carler demonstration
plees thisd this was @ joint effort. [nactual fact
thatt macch 100k place becausc the ade wnions
were resalate inthe face of immense pressyie
from - all softs- of bodies that it shoold  be
cancelled — from Ceovernmend level Fight down
too CoA Parsons managesment. You [ail Lo
mention the second marcl which Parsons man-
ngement did svervihing they could to sabotage.
This involved wives, husbands and children
[whoowers kepd off schionl) of Parsons workers
and conringents from a number of factories in
the area who come to declers their suppor:.

The campaizgn was nor for Drax endy, thoogh
hal was required o solve serious problems ng
Heaton, but for the indwstry asa whole, A chae
time the Covernment was being pressed by the
CEGH, GEC, the Department of Tnduesery, the
MER, and olthers to make the Drax ovder
n:-:uﬂ:Ln:ml oit restractucage of the indusiry
halfits presenr size, nnder GEC conteol. Thereis
no doubt that the fight for fhe Drax osder
foressalled aitempts (o 5ot up 8 privale mono-
poly under Weinstock and the chosupe of several
plants in the industry — incloding GEC. Your
bidd assertion that Parsons and GEC were in
competition for Drax complecely bypasses the
realitiesof thesituarion, {In fact pac of the Drax
conlract is going o the GEC factory ar Larps
which is particularly short of work.)

The fixct thal the company turped on sections
ol'the workforceand medto forceredundancics
8ler Dirax hixl besn announcsd came a5 no great
surprise and your quatations imply o naivels
amanigst TASE members ol Parsons which does
o exist. There was no nesd for a change in our
attingles or any basic ‘reapprassal’. The broad
campaign for Drax wasa fight Far johe — soal
waathe local skirmish with management., There
wis no change of polley. 11 was simply a matter
of bevoming involved ina diffecent pluase af the
stmggle fo-retain jobs noshe industey.

[ hope that the above polnts Indicare that the
complexities of the Parsons/Drax campaign
cannés hecompressed to fit 8 particalar poinc of
view withoult some distortion becoming
ok,

i MURDOCH, [Newcusile]

New jounal

The Bullegin oo Social Potley |s & new socsallsl
publication, ser up by and for penl:dn warking
and stwdving o educatlon, heafth, houslog,
soelal and comumuanity wock, and all other of
the Welfare Stane seevices. Lrs atim 1= to eatablich
a forum for people 1o share thelr ideas, 1o
publictse what 12 poing on in the YWelfars Sate,
1o overcomie the barrlers which exisr within and
between s vasioos branches, and to devel:
unified, collective, and critical understanding
of the welfare services which will combine
catnblished and new theéoreiionl ideas with the
practical problems and eaperiences of working
in these aTens,

In order to achisve this, the Buliztin wiil
depend upnr a5 wide and active participarion
anif membership as possikle. [is pages are open
1o all pecple in all Delds who share & comiman
camcern lorthe achievernent ol socizlisom, wha
se o Lheir work (he oeed o distinguish and 1o
delend what positive gains have been made, bur
wieo also see thie W ellare Srate and itvoperation
s Pragmenting aod obstrociing the
development of socialist consclousness end
action, The Bulletio wiil be one means by which
wi cal bepin 10 analyse and understand these
Lizndrasions, sod so develog a more switabde end
coberent pracrice in our stropgghes.

I'be Bullecin @il appear ar least chros fimes a
wear, at an annual subseription of £2 {or £1.30
for those with Jow incomes), For further details
and subscription form scod s.a.e to;

The  Bulletin on - Social
2 'West Bridme 51,

ook,

Co, Durham

Folley.

Widgery: human
face has slipped

ITWASinteresangio seethat the present debate
around Socialid Chalkenge has revived the
debate arcund Socialisi Warker in 5974 A
oumber-of comments will be relevant to map-
plag & way Torward for 30

Firet; there was oo real dehatedn the change in
SWin 1994, Toguole Dusean Hallas and Chris
Dwvidsen, both of whom wéere then on the
Mational Commistes, the changss n 5W ook
place Tafter g sinelie discussion on the national
commiltes withoot the membership over know=
ing aboul ir.” The first we knew of it was when
twinfthe paper’s journabists weresacked , | find
itis tnieresiing that Dave Widgery can compiain
aboui the pasichle effects of TMO consrol over
the Editorial Board of SC when he knows full
will how his orgasisation condwcts it debaies,

secondly, desprie Dave Widgery's claims thiat
Tony Chrl was arguing Tor o moare palitical
paper, il was generally sndersiood that the
chianges in 5% were Lo make it maore popular ot
the cxpeise of its politics. Jusl comparg it teday

10 what it was four vears ago and Yo'l s=2 the
difference, CHIF stated that: 'Our andignges is
Targelymugdenpol ronngworkers wirthvery little
maliticzl raditinmand quilcnﬁr.n with very litlle
Lrade wndo experbence, " 3W had 1o be popolar
jecd £o appeal to this audbenes!

Since these ehanpes, 5W bas inereashigly
falledroredacetomilitants. iecomainis vory Hitle
serigua political analvsis and comment ancd is
fiiled mstesd with hosror sories and Gebing
ralk. Despite thisand meuch Trantic campaigning
nesides, the [575W 1P has mol increased either the
quality ar guanbity of s owmbership, 1L has
managed bo airact only s pohitically iex-
peclenced dud freguendly chasgig meober-
aldp, whilet ar the ssme tine Josing many of its
leading militants,

To conclude: the debate around Socialiss
Challenpe and the Conference must be thor-
cughly demiocratic, Alse it would be wrong o
iry ond make SC more ‘popalar' by jettizoning
some of its pobitics, a5 some resders havearguss:
Whit is neaded is a paper capahle of relating (o
the ndvanced sections of the working class and
aiding the current moves towirds a revolution-
ary regroupment, 1 feel thad, although by no
means pecfect, S 6 poing & long way (o
fulfiling both of these roles,

STEVE CARS [Mutdleborougli]

P ol i i S -

DAVID WIRGERY [Secislisl Chollemge, 19
January) doesn't do too badly with the fikes
liensell. Bul as a 'zelf-appointed revelutionary
dipbomar®, “Patron Sazil ol Kegroupment' end
“Marast tnlellectual’, can | suggest thal Deavicd
looks ar whal Saecialist Worker @4 rather than
lelbing us what it w& supposed foobel

"We wanled 5W o preésent the ikleas of
working class people, i their own words, rather
than processed by profesbonsl jowrnalisis’,
Truoe, this was the pvert ratlonale for the aboupd
chanpesin W in 1974, What [ bas turned oEita
mean is thes some professional joumaliste have
talked down to the working Slass, while others
whodid not agree with this walked down fo the
clode pnd ot af 15, David does noe answer the
pnt thaz whatever *wewarlsd to dowith 8W,
it has im focd Lended to he brash and semsaticnal.
[Lis il s reiteratiome ! The Failed rationale Far
the present W whichis 'stunningly ouwl of dace’,

| stk to my poant thal Lhe political leve] of 5W
e ‘abwsmally low”. Mat ase, A David
Widperv albepes, [ ihink of *polities’ as “roviews
by Marnist Intellecroals, peeferably myself, of
atbiee Mardst lorellectuals® recent books™.
Diavid might have nodeoed that vl criticiaed
a0 for a Masto intellecioals' . Bo becauze SW
refuses o deal serlously with che political

roblems iovolved in ‘the bartles and the dis-
apprimtmentsand the passions apd thecrentions
thit make up working class life”. And because
5W refuses to recopnise diffioultics and dis-
ngreements a5 o necessary part of bisilding a
socTilist workers' mevement. And beciause S
even irsulls its readers by failing te giveinlforma-
titen tn the trade union movemend and the l=ft
which does not suzit its immedliate purposes. 5%
is 0 'trade paper” in an ohvious sense,

lam frankly disappodated that David, known

tomany 83 The Human Face of the SWE! | isa0
eagily provoked nto g slmple defence of 5%,
which lie must kaow 1 be an evagion of real
prablems. Sinilaily | am amazed thal boe can
serjously advanee s élalm that 'we in the SWF
di belicve In cevolutionasy noity™ in the face of
hia leadership®s pecsistent pefusal of aoy and
every proposal for collnbaration from other
oroups. Wor does the claim 1o waork with other
people on specific issues square very well with
instances suchas the blatanr nilemipts to bypass
theumired anri-Fuscist movement, and moexclede
the CF and the far left from the founding of the
Anti-Misl League.
And finally, Dawid, che “Would they lot voo do
thisin Bussia?' question —could anyons élse on
the revalutionary Teft wrile vour sart of lercer- 1o
EW dral have it prinded?

MARTIN SHAY [Hlull]
INEA

Took this Idea For & walk in the park —
widl, more of 8 dhouphl reslly; bat —
who knvws?
Some peaple, they see an |dea,
they kick it srowmd
till in clears off.
(hiker people say, they're all righi
when they're smoll, bt — yom know —
inm fawn...,

There’s @ hig ome around:
looks wl you with both eyes,
s il il meant i,
A idea Bike (bl
Yol cam’l LEEI] i @ ke,
can’l keep it chalned sp.

S eople sy
it"s dangorous,
shoald be pni down,

Baid ibud sard, they don't veally [
uny flems.

LH course, ane thut slxe
is ton hig for one persan,
une family even.
Too kig lor a purk
or ong coumiry - meeds
the whale waorld do roam in.

HULL DEWAR
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TheDay the

Scroungers

In spite of Britain's supposed welfare state, a woman
laces five cups of cocoa with a lethal dose of pills,
drinks one herself and hands the others to her children
— in order to escape from poverty.

That is the finale to The Spongers, the play shown
on BBC-1 on 24 January. It is reviewed here by FAY
WELDON and PETER KENNARD. The author of
the play, JIM ALLEN, adds his own comments.

Loafed No More IR

study in

kindness

‘Ism'i thai what all women get?’ asks Pauline, sad
heroine of Jim Allen's The Spongers, drovwning in the
sea of sub-zections which finally cosl her and her
Famiily their lives, clutching asshe goes under @ siraws

of common-sense and ordinariness,

WELDOMN

Women  cortainly  ped  the
siyumlyd worst of our welfase
ayslo, expecied (ar ever) Lo
siar g with whar thevare given,
tcep their monih shus, and be
grateful

Cois cognes the Jubilee
celebrniions. go ahead, FPaul
me"s mongel daughter gels
shiifled i an old people’s koine
becamse the coundil cam mo
longer aflord (o gecp bheérm the
privEle howme where she s
happy

Mo one will grve her the real
reason, [nflanon i3 bigh;
supplementary benefit i= not;
Pauline cap™t mannge. Barema
CTACY furms. ils dronge, croel
Face towasds her; she Nails
abond a litle, then shrivels op
and valunigrly disdppears,
thus sEvime o8, [he LN payersa
Hitle ol oor horrendoud
burden. A drop in an ocen of
disiress,

The Spongers, dirccied by
Rodand Jofle, produced b
Tony Clarnedll, was 1moo1is
gxlrgordmary way a study 1
huran Kindoess.

The nelghbours” Kindness [0
Pauline; hees o her children.
The community and social
warker, the stalf ol the
residendinl  homes, even  the
afficials, the appeal board, the
councillor — all are distressed
by the nodion of sutfering and
doing their best to allewiate (.

(Cmly the depury direcior,
superbly nand smbily played by
Iva Clough, emerpss w3 nny
kind of villsin, exsrcising her
power with nsolence and
mutlice minglad. )

Ewen the bombarding letters
and Forms, which so haffe
Pauline, bove been devised by
well-meaning people. Bul what
use & thal o Paoline,
candemmne] & & “bad manager”

that worst af female Taubs

FAY

wrilies

spending the renf money on
fond for the children, a
donation to the Subiles, a scarl
liar hersslnT

Chrimtne Hargreaves, hae
excelbent anress, gave Pauline
the ragged face of the
underpriviigped, and many
faces oo — witchlike when
peunding up the pllls — all the
world | offered  her  for
consolation — 1o make the
lethal doses of pood-night
cocoa &l round; childbike at the
luhiles party; besutiful on be
nighil aud nl the club,

L i rat povverly amd hardship
as Lhe world fzded to know in,
it bad enmigh bor Paoline to
feel thal death was preferahle,
and the world nol good enough
far her children. And whos 1o
binms her'?

The Spompers avs Us i 580
of truths. There are of courae
others. Weo get the soelal
insritutions we deserve, Metph-
hours are seldom angels
Vicious clients and comperent
sl workers do o oexisc, Old
winmen bove the Jubiles, though
wirimg anes sufier for it

1 wits in & home Tor the
mentaliy bandscagped an a day
wien conslersaison reigned
one of the children bhad been
moved from a home for The
aged wlere sl was happy t a
properly  eoulpped children’s
home which she hated. But the
Allen-loffe-CGrarnet! iruths
wers prosented with wileerity,
iteellipense, and a muled
indignation more noving than
I_haI rage it would be so easy to
feel,

FAY WELDNDMN ks the feminis
author of Down Among the
Waomen and o number of radio
Mays, whose latest book, Little
Bisters, is e oml shoptly.

Juhiles pany, with Christine Hargreaves [centmal as Pauwlina

holding baby Dawn.

L=
Paula McDonagh as Paula, who Is moved 1o an old psaples’

home,

Fertile for
the Front

The characters in The Spongers are acd polltical:
militand action woeuld nol have come naturally o
them. Not kaving an ‘author’s message’ made the play
dramatically much sironger, argues JIM ALLEN in
this interview with Peter Anderson,

| consider that the damaps
has been dooe By lan Sproad
and others. Although L has
ben sleowin thar his fipures {on
the =o-called ‘acroungers'y are
invenred. they have been very
effective in dividing worker
from warker; the employed
against the unemploved, Many
wirkers see the unemploved as
'untonchatizs' — rhere is na
clnss salidaricy,

The wery Fact thal a
comedinm in 1 working men's
clizh cnn ger away with endless
jokes abour the onemploged
and peaple om seial sscurity
showe how far things have
gone, The woarst of it is tha
among themselves, the un-
employed have noa onity, no
political mussle, And they
el the system™s clivim thal
s @ persanal Grilure.

This painl is 1aken up in the
soeng where the oommumly
wprkir gets angry @l Paaling
for saying - thal whal is
happenae & ber 15 for own
fault. In the "30s, (here was oo
welfare - and  peaple stuck
rogether. much morss, There
ware pomnts of uniry between
the employed apd the
unemployed — you had to have
unity o -survive, ow peopls
can jusl abour survive on whal
they g2t onthe 55,

Ii's hiwing the worst sffect
on the kids on the dole; they are
petiing no experience of trade
unicns, oo ¢lass perspeotive,
They have to busilz 1o survive
and only Eee workers in
comperition with other work-
Era.

Theresvalutionary l=ft hasno
presence in placss . like the
Langley estuce near Middi=ion,

where The Spongers was
(Uined. The Labour Pacy is
discredited - since they are
abvionsly responsible For what
15 happening. With enough
finnncial sappart and full-
timers, the National Fron
ool estaklish g hase 10 =reas
like thit, sspecially among the
wouith, becaase Their palitics
which is the palitics of despoir

malches the mond of many
peuple here,

Councillors are bBouwned Lo
cirry nul matipngd Covernmel
policy, And Labour councllans
wre st as elficient &5 any oLk
mn administering capilalism
Thew are jost &8 keen (o Spend
mitisey ¢n the Jubilee and oher
Huch aonsense.

The spekl workers” roile s ta
make their ‘clients’ adapt, Ta
b of any wse o people, they
would fuave o see their 1ask ax
pdicscals Inc ract they are
profeasicoal humanitarians
who s thelr job as a lirelaid
stacien. | doslow Lem arguing
with their boss, but ar e end
of the day thair job is 1o make
ihe systemn function amoathly.
And thar’s where their wapes
eome from

The criths ave beon. very
good alssat the play, bur people
are phonbig up - complainiog
abowl Geerric's Language, And
when 1 tell them that that's how
pecple speak in real life, they
siy They ke, But do't think
there should B2 3wear wards on
the peliy. | fmd o lno wicecly
arnaring and depressie  rhat
pecpls cin sit through a rageds
thal ends in o meass suicide and
all thew do is complain o me
aboutl the bad langiage,

Paper forms
of tyranny

Engels wroie that realism
is the ‘reprodpction of
lvpical peaple, under
typical conditions’ anid
Jusi as fnpels saw cerizin

19th cenlury writers
Fulfilling this proposi-
thon, The Spongecs

shoold be Included in the
tradifion, succeeding as i
does in by-passing  the
comimonest political pii-
fall of realism an
televisinn, wriles PETER
KRENMMARD

Ilis J& ihal e viewers acs
swallowad up By the plet and
Dok Eiven ANy SpRce 1o Exergise
their criticn] facilities, The purd
af the play that seemisd most
mportand jo me was Bospass
helween sholy — 4 blan
sorgen,. Un the sound  rack,
Pauling, the mather, is saving
paadsight to ber four childrern,
I‘Il:r YEOE spuale Calin ali'j i A e
of fact.

In the previous Soqieitod sl
had  Been shown emplyiing
hundrads of pils i the five
cups of ooood thar she was
abaut o drink with her
childien. She swirched off the
light ard the scrcen was blank
for about a minwute: MMy
tnvolvement in the contiouing
narrative of the play was
broken  suddenly and T was
forced ta reflect on che build up
af everds thad had led o this
rn-:;mur.l.

Subrle contradictions are
exposed in the play. When the
Bailifls wreree Lo remose Lhe
Turnifure, for example, Faoline
i puiiing up ballouos o the
sireel For the Jubdles, She is sl
carrvimg Lhe Balloons when she
walks with the Bailifts oo the
hodse, Twe different realitics
are braught fight ag apalnast
edch oLl

The sailldfle bave merived Lo
titorn: Baulione that L she does
not pay the EX62 she awes in
reni, the furniture will be taken
away, They are nog portrayed
as archerypal bullies, bor as
men wha constantdy have o
rever o bursaoeratic language
and pigces of paper thatl must
he filled in

They are the firse.of a long
ling of bursuccats wha spin a
wizk of phstroctions aroung the

maizzial problem: of Pauline,
AL ECTLIOns  which |:l|l||2 1ia
THIODEEY

U he editing of the play also
serwes o polnt up o the
sontradictions. Sc=net  afl
Paulin=*s family constanily
imreras] with various commiiten
meetings, the coverage al

wiiich 15 ser ngainat fer Tealliy
& communiiy workes fghs
for Paudine's cnse, He is showr
shouting wndil he 3s Bhae in the
face ot the Laboor chairpersan
aof the sacial servicss ormmaii-
ree, whoends by saving that he
can  dn . oailing  and  the
cormmamicy worker does ool
understand wha “working log
sucialism™  really  omedns,
The ~thamacter  of che
conunushy worker acis inthe
plaw-as & foree o widen the
alcaation from the panicular
cvients depisted. He 'does nor
present on oanswer: io the
minther, either in lacs o in
theary, bt ke is importani. in
that, unlike rhe other sooul
workers. he demanstrates by
his ncrioms @n wwareness of the
woman's actual experience
Engels wroce in reference to
poerys 1 believe that the thesia
must spring  Torth Traan e
situzrion and @clion ilsell,
withom tesine - explicitly  dis-
plaved’. The spangers Tulfills
thi= proposition, maloly  be-
cause a4 persofi such B the
COMIIULLIY worker 13 noc
caricatured  lmro: B one-
dimensionalcharastar,

WORD EDIFICE

Whatever the various muih-
arities 'want' o dato help, they
are unanle 10 becmuse they have
construcred @n editice af
language aimed &l continwing
thines as they are. The workise
el woman cannos break ingo
Lthe conalructed world inia
which the buredudccals are
hermeically sealed.

Latipiree in Alien's play =
wsed a5 8 L Wy comlwse and
LyraEnnise a wioaan infa Suacide .
It 15 olore uapodanl [oe the
stabiliy of Britain ln Jubdles
veas that this family shouald be
allowved 1o die racher tham Se
listznad ro. Their words woupld
fave hiad to penecrate the verbal
smokesereen of the State ang
the validity of jts insinttions.

Jim &lben: 'The worsl ofl it is that among themsalves, e
unemployed havano unity, no pollikcal mussls,”




Lenin 1917: bread,land, peace

Us 1978: bread,
bread, bread!

ARE [(acing & Mnencisl eriskts of a2
mewhil acule nalure. Despite the hip palns
made by (e paper and ihe Fact thet oar Fund
Uhrive targets are regularly mel, we hove un
secumuisted hack debi of E3000 which needs 10
Iee poid aff wiihin ihe nexn month,

e subsiantisl part of this debi = owed o
design and primiing firms who have prodeced
Socialis Challenge, oar RHussisn Revoluiion
aaniversary special, snd the lour-page
supplements (had have beem mseried in the
mewspaper. Mormally, commercinl firms nllow
Ihielr customers o monlh's credit. Mosi of the
firmis we wre dealing with have been rather more
gemeroas tham thad. Boi their pptience s weanng
very [hin.,

We know thul many resders donate a5 much
i |lE:l cun. We also know ikl MEiy mre
exlremely cymical abooi sppeals for moeney.
[he fact of the mudter is that we afe 81 § very
vitak stnge of the development af ihkis
newspaper. This isee is being disivibuted in den
MLH. Smith's sutleis in London, IT the fest i
suceessinl, & falionol distribation could iske
moee which could eransform aor circulaibon,

Fur il we sold amosther i papers 0 werk wre
woull become sell-sufficient.

In onder Lo marve Torwand we kove io pay off
our back debis, Hence this sppeal. We could
engage indemagopic and morsfistic oppeals,
bt we do ol wish fe imsall owr resders’
imicligence, Al we say i thai our books are
always open I vou wanl io come and check why
wit wre im diehi. We doubt whether we will need o
special oppeal lke this again, given oer
increasing sales amd Your respodise 1o e Fuml
irive. 5o ireal this a5 3 one-of f emergency.

lencloseE,...... for the SC Emergency Appaal.
The iolbowkneg POrSmN . . o ceinr i naraiasns
might be able o donaba £....... as wall. You
can writa 1o him ihar ol the following sddress:
NAME, . .. ..., e e
ADDRESS.......

L0 [ e R e L R R e
Toar off and pest 1o: SDCIALIST CHALLENGE
EMERGEMNCY FUND, PO Box 50, Landon NA

BARUNIN

I™ THE FHGHT for survival of

Soalial Chalenge, e

monthly tankers orders

maide oul by SUBporiees ure order, yon
owr Biebond. This regulor and — favoariie

gnaranievd income, presently

ipialling £138  per  minnih,

Porms the bedrock of the Tund

drive, TR
Sooms we mave inie February,

the Junuury bamkers  orderd

heave Tullen dae.

To make £1HM over u
Herrmaomib period, we need om
mvernge £138.46 per week, The

Bamkers frder therefore covers
this week s tarpel excepl [or 46
penee, By Filling oul a ankers
CAR five
papeT
bkt lon EYEry ImoRlk. oF even
every veek if you prefer. You
cam uscihe form printed o lhis

your
A delinice

+ RAussian Revolutlon

Bpecial. Tax! by Isaac
Dautschar, design by David
Kimg. Sip.

+= 18768 Calendar. 13
postars from Faris, May 1988,
deolowrs, E1.

= Bubscribe for one year lo
Boclaliat Ghallanpe [£10] and
reaeive o calendartor 1978 dres.,

w S8l ol B posicards of
Peter Kennard pholomontages
on Soulth Alrlea, Iraland, 3974
miners sirike, Sewveso, USSA
and Chille. The a8l £1.

+ Hocialist Challerpe sup-
portars badge, 20p each plus
Tp postage. Crders of 10 or
miorg 16p sach, poal Fres,

Al gwailatie fraom Special
Offers, Soclalist  Ghallange,
PO B 5, Lomdon N .

Become 8 walking : hill-hoard.
Twietiloer Seciwlist Challenge
supparters” hadges are popping
wp all over the plave, Obtain
saurs from the gadilress ahove,
2 ewche plus Tp posi. Ten ar
more Wip cuch, post free.

Hyde, Manchasiar, was yalagain ha locus loran anti-lascisl demonesiration, when tha

Tary-conirolied councll

cinsiable Jim Anderion [ will do my best 1o ses H1.||
cops o ansurs the teo ceach leads of Mati-saliting
1'1=r ewary ono in Britaln to carmy identily cards and hm thair linger printa takan

arparewsly gave e use of 1he iown hall bo (he N F last Thuraday. Chiel

& NF ara not lllir.'k-:l'l turmed cut F,000
clgts safe condnel. Andarten has called

SPONSOR A JOURNALIST

DUR PLAN 1o win foancisl
iponsaTinip Lor an addirianal
fourn&ieEl o jotn socialist
Challenge's editofipl team has
begun o shivw resulis. Bankers
criders pataling £20 8 month
hove s Fur been received .
Thess are from Jane Lo,
Lasnelon, who has honkesd osin
far £3 - month; plavwright
Dravad Edear, anniker £3; and
I, Landon, who has made
st @ monthly order for L1k

Chr o thimks 1o these - Lhres
egrddes; who have plaeed ws
o the poad [ooour oenthiy
IArgol 0l £115,

Expanding’ the existing
editorial ‘team of five is

casenual if we are o Tarry o
the kind aof coveraps and
preseniation -af articles. which

we — nnd many renders —
wiml 10 ser, S0 find wour pen
and sign up now  for 1he
Spomaora Towrnalist cimpaign
by Fillimg in the bankers' order
form.
Anvthing Drom £Z1 up

nnderfaken imdividually <o

collectively will he gratelully
receivel, Perbaps your frierds
al wirk, college (or an the dole
gueut) might b williog fa

ETAMDOING ORDER AUTHORITE

P iir st e smpym e 1% T e e e Skiarr Ay ene | ITERTTIN G Y Osr Damnk]

[armach]

addraaa]

Hioase make pryment o lbs debilal B acecont apacilieg s per
the dgtalls g ven

ALD b b dekaliesl
Your Hamn
Your e ) Coboambar

Fayee: Saclalias Shactangs

Goar &G Humber nirasrE

Lloyds Benk, islington Branch. 19 Upper 5, Losdon N1 00
Frirtivg Gods Mo, 153550

Flrst Faymant Dur

fAmount

Froquenty, 8.0 an Plrat dag o aash monch

Tals grdar cancals all pravions Ok 10 [ha same opyss and wil
cerbaus pRll wriben ratioe 1o the contrary (s necshed by e,

Ifaur sigraluna),

Please comnplile snd pesile: Spansor 4 Journalisl, Soclabist

Cha tange, 328 Lipper Elraol, Loncan M1 ;

jointly comribmte tiy the fiund,
IF yoan chink & personal leder
Tromthe editor Lo sameons wou

kipw  muight help o win a
apongar,  them  please et us
know,

Marme

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Thimeesdic: & manths, I5; 12 months, £10
Abrond: Airmail, L1650, Sarfoee, £10 per pnnum.

Adbdress

Complete and refarn jo:

1 enclose a donation For the Fighting Fuad of :
Chegues, POs and Money Orders shonld be mayde ppyable (o ‘Soclalist Challenge’

Sociglisi Chollenge, 3289 Upper Sireet, Loadon N1,

e A e —— i s R

Regintered with the Post O4fice 25 3 newspaper. Poblisbed by Relpooresd Lid, Tor Socialisi Challenge, 3289 Upper Sireer. Londen N1,
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