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Siaters and Broinars,

Tha dacision 1o ban all marchas in London for ten
monkhe snowiis to an unprecadeniad aliack on civil
libartias
| It threatens B number of deamonsimions aresdy
planined :-
;.Ni:élﬁrlal Union of Sludenis Demonstration 3md
d
*Iniemational Womens Dey March 4th Merch
“Antl-Aparifedd Movemenl demonsiration 188h
March
“Frianda of ihe Earih Demenaimikon 1910 March
*Haringey Labour Movemenl Anti-Aacial March 15kh
April
The right of the labour movesment 1o organise and
damonsirata isa baslc righi feughi dor cvar tha yaars,
A1 A Btroke it has basn ramoved in the capital city Pod
Two manihs, Furtherit is clear that if the precedent |s
gl auch a ban may well be used agein in tha Tulum,
For pxample” the -Motting  Hill Carnivasl could  be
sannad If the Malione! Fronl thraatensd 1o march in
that aren and any ofhar fabour movernant manches
could be deall with In 1ha seemin way,

We consider that tha broadass possible campaign
mist- Ba launched against this aiteck on givil
likmerf e,

S¥YD BIDWELL (Labour MP, Southall)

TOM LITTERICK {(Labour MP, Sally O&k)

GWILYM ROBERTS (Labour MP, Cannack)

g}ﬁﬁ.ﬁ.‘r‘ CLAREKE {Hatianal LP Palilical Education
SERr|

DAYE COOK [Mallonal Organigar, Communial Paciy)

MIKE GAPES (LF Student Organisar]

TERRY FARRY [Fira Brigedas Linian)

IF.MJI. HOLBORADOW and PETER HAIN (Anti Mazi

Bagual

KEEHN LIWVINGETONE |Labour Councillor Hackney &

Prospacitva Candidate for Hampsiaad)

TED EMIGHT (Labour Councillor for Marwsod &

Prospaciive Parliamantary Candidate for-Homsay)

ERMIE RDBERTS ! Prospective Labour Pariismantany

Candidate for Hacknay Marth)

TARIG ALl {Editor, Soclellst Challanga)

II;MJ MCAN HALLAS (Chairmen, Saclallst Worsars

Ay
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before hindsight

AT THE LABOUR PARTY conferance laal year, Homa
Bacrelary Marlyn Rees siated guile categarically thai tha
Public Order Acl was 100 wida in 15 scope. He argueed:
'Raciafism & the problam ioday. Let us not confusa it with
public order. Tharm may be pubdic order raform, but &t U5
daal with Hea Mational Front tor what they ana — raciats, nof
o be confused with normal political panies, This 8 the
diraciben In whhch wa should go,

W have now had wo expariances of how The Laboor
GBowarnmen| has enforced fhe Pubdlo Order 21 Tamaasta
lasl Oxteber, and Ilford on Saturdgay. For the Labour
Gpwarmment tha probsam was not raccam but 'public ordes
The bane were aimed af demobilising the antl-fescis
movament and, in particular, driving & wedgs bDefwasn
rewpdutionaries and reformisis an thig iazoa. In 1his the
Gowarnmeni has bean akded and abatted by the Labour lef
and Communisl Pary who have congkatenily called tor the
panning of Maikonal Front margkes as an sibarnative 1o the

rrass mobilisation of tha lebour mavemant,
They hewve forgotten the lessons of the Thirties. They
have forpotien that |1 wes tha mass united sction of the

latiour movament ai Gardinar's Cormer and Cable Strasd
wihich amashed Mosiey's fascisis, They have fosgatien,
foa, thal fhe Publbc Cevdar Aot was inbroducad Lo sbap such
“threals bo publéic ordar,

While {he anti-leacisl forces have Bean denobliisen and
aplit by these bans, ihe Mationasl Front has besn accorded
the full prafection of 6,000 police in Manchasier and 8,000
podica Im Hiford. in daing this the Siate haa heiped conim-
vane Saction 54 af the Pubdlo Ordar Ac1, which states {hat
htll‘l"!flﬂ raclal hatred |8 an of fence under tha lae,

Tha lessons are chkear; the bang ans esaantlially aimad at
iha antl-taaciais. They constliuie a massive atiack on 1he
damocratia r'l'gh‘lﬂ al the labour movemant, AL the sama
tima, tha Siate is givan the opporiunily to strengifhen 11
represaive lechnigues with ail tha parapharmaila of riot
control tactics, Furtharmaore, i thaayes of tha masses, tha
‘treatwariny’ Slate appears to have prevented “two bunches
of Extremista’ irom fhghiing i oul on 1Ne s1naels,

Tha notken that tha bans have increassed ant-lascist
canaciousmass i wrong. A1 worst, tha MF may ewan agpedsr
as & 'parsecuted minority’.

W do nol have an abstract position on the guestian |_:|f
bans, I.'I'Eluﬂﬂl‘.‘- thern an e baaia ol whather or nat thay aid
the defanice of the racial minorities the fascialg seak o

18, We remain oppaasd Lo 1ha FREC|StE balng El'-"-ﬂ 4
platiorm by the madla; wa continue bo Suppon iecal Labaur
coancils who ban the fascists from thalr halls, But we
bnegist that the Public Ordes Acd |8 uaad to dalusa and detaal
anlkracisl end anil-fascist mobilisations.

M I:||'I|'r will the London ban altect sewaral F'il'll'l'ﬂ’d
anl-recisl marches over the naxt fwa manihe, Bul ke HUS
domonstration far higher grants has been transfarmed io
girmiagham, and the Windscala antl-noclear profest
cancalbed. Mare confident than ever slier [lford, Martin
Wabster is alag frying to provoke ihe cancallatlon of thae
Molling Hilt Gamival, Givan tha fescists’ frisndship with
Scotland Yard, theny mighl &yen sucoesd.

Wa bedlewva that the spokaspersons of the Antl Maz|
Lsague wearne mistakan in thalr analyais o1 tha ban and the
Public Ordar Aci. Althowugh complaining aboul the agul-
valant ban on antl-lescisis, they halled the ban as a
"I'il:.1,|:|-l'_"||". Iry I}l:-ll'lg [:1d] “'IE"' ket tha refarmisis whe did not
mabiliae lor lferd, Incleding the overwhelming majority of
the League’s sponaots, off th hook,

Tha fact that reona of tha ua's Bgaakarg on Baturdey
denounced the ban, and all but Poter Hain ware members of
the Bocialisd Werkess Party, 1 doubly regrafiabde, Because
of this positlan the L e was Junabhe 1o give any laad
againgd Lhe numarous poelles provooations of tha plakeat. An
urgent post-morbem (& necessary, and if ihe spokas-
perzons of the Leagoe wani to bulld a -d&rang Antl Maz|
Lapgue thay muat involva thess affiliated 19 1§ and ihe
axigding anti-tascisl movemant in (18 fulure dacisions. The
canfusion &t Hlond ahows hat Intarnal demooracy 8 nod a
|luxury in the fight apainst fascisrm which ife Laague can do
wiihout,

& numbar of liguras in-tha London labour movameant,
including Ernie Aoberts, Ted Kpight mnd Kan Livingsione.
hive & Eodad & I'I'IHI"."'Ir'I'Iﬂ on 2 March 1o discues [ha bast
possiblaway of fighting against the ban,

Wa ara in WUl suppsd of thlis meating and all other
Initinireda fo et this anti-democratic ban litted. In the
meantime lhe aptl-tascdst organiastions and BClwlels
ahauld take a kong and hard look &l the avanis which Caaan

at Lawisham and Ladywaod ang snded In Tamaside and
ligrd. On the lasl fwe occasions ihe far [aff waa
auccasslully izolated nam ihe broader anti-lasciad lonces.
Wi now fiave ta move rapidly to reverse that proces s,
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LOW INTENSITY

while the NF had a ‘'mess canvass' alsewhera, then
pickated the school where the Iasclats hald a meating
under police proteclion.

All are agreed on these facts, but on thair Inlarpre-
tation there could hardly be less consensus. In our
editorial we maintain that the Imposition ol the ban
waa directed against anti-fasclsts and was not, as the
Antl Hazl League argues, a victory for the lafl. We
consider that the lacts of whal took place in [Iford last
Satlurdey speak for themsalvas.

COMNFUSION Is probably the only word thet sums up
reactions to last Saturday's events in 1he Easl London
suburb of [lord.

Aftar the police commissioner had imposed a iwo
month ban on all marches in Ihe Metropolitan erea,
both Mational Front and anli-fascist demonstralors
changed their plans to comply with the ban. Al laast
5,000 pollce mounied 8 massive securily axerciss o
enforce the decislon,

Anti-fascists Isaflated a section ol the borough,

Tuesday 31 Februnry

Al 2 press  conference Lo
build Saturday's  counters
demonstration to the MNalional
Fromi®s planned march in
T1Taerd, Fuul Holbaroaw,
organising secrelary of U And
M Lua,Tm:. announeed that
the AML las prodaced 50,000
leaflets and a special poster o
counter the Mams,

Also  present  aors . Barry
Hugill, press officer af the
Redbridgs Campeign Against
Eacism  nnd Fascism, Joe
Simmons, orguniser ol A
planned '‘cabcade” progest drive
by hunddreds of L83 drivers on
Haturday morning, and Brian
Smith of the ali-London Anti-
Racist, Ant-Fassu (=8
ordinating Commmiiles.

Al are agreed on the need for
mads mohiligaton. Ford body
plant  shop awewards  from
nearty Dagenbam works call
for “the biggess anti-fascist,

ant-racist  demmpsiration  in

Londsn in yers' D As many as
10,000 anti-fasclsts -~ are
expecied.

- ] . -'l.---.-'l-l' w
o wela rat thorar Mo bpd al o b
i |

Weldnesday 12 February

Merropolian  Police Com-
missdoner Sl David Mackee
anfaouncesa bwo-month ban on
all pubdic procesalons o the
London ares.

The Mational Front's march
in Itford is stopped, 50 35 the
Marional Union of Srudents
demonssracion far  higher
grants, the Windscale anti
muclear protest, and  seversl
planned anti-racist marches in
Lhe Lomdon aréa.

Matonal  Froar  actlvities
ofganlser Mardin Webster save
beteeen OO0 and 1,500 of his
e bers will sl be in [lford
far & 'mass canvass' and by-
election mesting. The ban i
supported by the  Labodr,
Liberal and Tory candidates.

1 bursday 13 Febromry
hMartin Wehster announces
thar ihe Mational Fromi wifl
march the il length  of
Ladbroke Grove on August
Bank Moliday — g provication
0 g=t the Wes! [ngian Motling
Hill Carmival bannsl. Wehster
makes his arinmnceEment aller
bemimy e fed by Scotland Yard
an the murch barn, He adda:
'Every single réquirdrmenl by
the polics we have agréed [0
do’
The editor ol the I
Hecorder writes in g Frond page
coqament: " Mow i3 the e for

Parbllament to stop passing the
bock and take firm sction 1o
ban forever all political
marches and street demonstra-
REHITES .

Home  Seeretary  Merlyn
Resi, speakimg in the  1iord
Morth  constibwency, says: 'l
will suppart the police in the
exirciae of thel reponsibilicke
for maisiaining pablic order”
oo ciphasis).

Friday 24 Febraary

The Morwing Star reporis
that Redbridge CARF has
cancellad L% couler-
dermonstration amd réporis Cleal
‘it had called for & mass pleke
imllford on Satueday afternoon
were nol gorrect’, The  paxi-
drivers ‘caboade’ has also been
called off,

Peter Hain, press officer of
the Anli Max League, javs 'We
will be inatrwcting o 2 000
|.'IJ|.'I$ Sipparters o CO-DpETRRE
frally with the police ar wll rimes
arvd @vod any punch-ups,

‘hur supporiers w4il fimt be
dispersed in wmall proups 10
lew et o] sireets and wqll then
oonverge  on e Fronl's
meeting Tor a peaceful plckes.
We will be obeyiag In full the
terma of the Commissioner's
ban.*

The Samuth FPesex Communist
Party announces il will be
tisinbufing  leallels  ouisice
WH Smiths i [llord High
Road at Ipamn,

The police begin 1o tarm
Barkingslde [nte an  armed
camp. A paviog field adjacem
o the  police  siation = is
commapdeered and  several
bige marquees - ereciad,
Throughoui the day sapphies
ure  ferped  in, inclusdiog
operglional - equipoent.  The
ceat of the plaving field will be
used as a helicopter pad.

Additional  receiving . and
other unidentified equipmeni is
installed oo top of the polics
station, To forther Smuiate a
‘war game’, shopkespers are
encouraged to board up their
premmises, giving the whale amea
ithe appearance of being under
KIEEE.

Fhoin: G M. CODRSON |Baciallid Challenge]

horaes,

[k mim i& oo splil the
borough in rwe, containing the
anti-imscist  forces in ke
sputhern end of it wlike
#llowing the WF Free reign i
the nosthern Hamaull ans.
Fleets nf police buse ling
Cranbrook Boad  and other
IHerd sseets, whiles mare are
apotied waiting in connrryside
lanes way out (o the east of the
borough

Also im pns= % a new hebi-
copeer-mosnted camers which
can beam sharp oolour piciurss
i & Jomg range  groood
aifuation and o & mobile
conirol wnit aperating within a
mile. Ar the request of officers
in the greund station or mohile
umit, peneral views of ‘trouble
spofs’  can hecome  mspasnt
cloeaps of those Inviolved.

11.45%am

Anti-fascists begin o arrive
at Seven Kings Station for the
Anei Mazi League prodest, They
recive b TeaFlels.

The AML% asavs: “The
decision to ban the march of the
Marlonal Front is an importani
victory . for” all  who ore
concerned al the growth of a
Mari organisation in Britain.
We iy Bowever reje the
asumption thal Mas masches
anidl  anti-raciallsc . masches
ahowld ke Jgpardc-: in the same
liglt, and feed it would have
Issen mors AFpropriace o have

fi ban  specifically | directed
against  MWazi  organisatsond
alone,”

Tt adds that ‘the decision of
the Matiunal Front o float the
spirit if not the leter of the

faw,.. must pot g0 un-
answered, " ;
An appeal o oall mmib-

lascists from the International
Marxkist Graup bes & different

The police sncampment close 1o the WF mealing

Salwpday 25 Fehruary

The police siege operation
peds widorway a5 5000 officers
e ke Bssex, iy of London
and Metropolitan Police forpes
aredratied in, backsd op by the
Speclal  Pateal  Groop o and

mcsaage: ‘[Dron't be fooled
Orpamise!” “The decision af the
Metropolitan  Police Chiel® Lo
ban the Wactional Front march
is 1wt 8 victory for the anti-
(ascist meoverdend.

I wili met stop the Mazls
poddling thelr flth through

‘mass canvassing' and other
means. If will gove them ihe
apgearance of being a ‘perse-
cisted . minogity®  while,  in
realily, the ban is @ massive
atteck on the demperdbic rights
of the labour and anki-lasci
meveement, ...

*Tha Muzi march hdas nod
heen banned becamse i owas a
blatant racisl provocation bt
because of the theeat 1o ‘public
order!. In other words, the anoci-
faccist movement s 5@ strong
thai. the police could - na
guarnnlss the sufety of Martin
Wehsterand his cromaes,’

1-1.20pm

Amnti-fascists still arriving ai
Seven Kings Stalion at the time
piven by Redbridge CARF lor
the original COLEDer-
demonsteation.  People move
off [tom the car park in proups
of 20-30 with bondles of ANL
leafless,

Although the intenticn js to
mount A mass peaceful picket
of the WF meeting at lliord
Coanty High Schoal,
Fremanile Road, three emiles
marLh ol Seven Kings, growps ol
AML  supporters also  travel
soully o Miocrd Siation and our
of the constifucacy, There i= a
great deal of confuston as ANL
supporters are dispersed over
severnl square miles.

1.15pm

Police start  blocking  off
Taads in the immediate viginity
of [ford County High Schonl.
The  firsi ring hlocks  aff
Mossford  Oreen,  Mossliord
[ane and Fairlop Gardens, the
seeond Clavhall Avenuoe . and
Laomgwoud . Gardens.  Podice
carmeras ardin action oo ldg ol
a block of flats in froac of the
sekuonl.

Leafler - peams . working
norhwards through the con-
stirusney are forced o walk in
grioups of fa0 len yards apart,
One group goe: for fish and
chips, A mmuie loter 2 gl
polsse buis amd three 3P0 vans
artive oulzide Lhe shap, Same
Jewich sesidents jodn the leallsl
teams, - others stand guacd
outside synagngnes. The police
areeverywhere, tan or threson
L st rssl pormers
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saw it

L ull
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Fairinp

The school whars the NF met i3 st the canire af the map

1, Xipm

Polior start sefling up 4 new
weries O road blocks - thnee
guarters of B mule drstaies from
the  school. - Buses on  the
Cranbrook Boad are. stopped

three-quariers of & mile. The
crovwd decides nof to move, A
Sucinlist Challenge reponer
who lakes {the route encovniers
pofice  cordons &and is only
allowed. through om  pressnta-

E
E

The faaclsls’ profeciors greal plekets In Framantle Aoad

3. Mpm

While the meeting iz sl
continuing two police officers
are  heard discossing  the
possibabily of driving & polse
bas imathe plokets.

A few minutes later Paol
Helbarmow asks the coowd 1o
maovein the pavements to make
way for anambulance, Some of
the crivwd are reluctant o do
wr, feeling they have heeq
messed ahmil by the police

Belare thers i o chance {0

thad we will picket for & furher
Len minndes, There are some
Rail-hearted chanis of “MNazis
— [Mever  Again',  Sockalist
Challemge supporiers in Triniiy
Road sing the Internationals (o
buck people. up and chan
i Hang, Mo Platlorm, Smash
the Mational Fropr® and “No
Bns om Anti-Fascises, Defend
e Right to rgankse”. Tlie rest
af the picket is almaost ailent,

Salwrduy™s evemis. 'l wox n
disciplined openilion  which
promiged o be peaoeful wnd
wilh & few minor blemishes il
was,' e explaing “because of
the directon ol the League
raikier thiam the polos,

‘I yom mobilise on 8 mass
hasls and ke Siate reacts by

viclory. What do we do —
demanmd they din'lt ham the
b [0 T

"The bhun does sllow the
pidioe 1o prodect the Front iy n
mure comlbrolled way, Bul it
chearly puts the Fronl on ihe
defensive by prevemiing them
marching. I'm opposed (o the
blanket ban, aad whes we have
hud om opportunity to #ssess
ibe Ilford operatios  seme
marves will hkave o be mude on
ke humi,

Tl thrusd of the wairk Bos
fogo buck 1o the Bechory fisor,
ihe sedvodlds amd Ghe  estales,
railser than the Saturday shows
— i h we slioeuld sEill bove

5
PETER HAIN, press of ficer of — pickets walking in to thetzap.
the Anb Muri Lesgme, soys he ‘The  press barrage in. the
wus  Cwery  plessed’  with  preceding days wos i aimed gt

stopplog anti-fasciss coming,
bur 2,500 did. Iford wes an
example of drawing in new
peaple to the campaign. It was
the siare, The next focal point
will he the May local chections,
tor which we've got 2Y5 million
leallers g the stocks.

A M A
L *hrrma,;v{h_' creas imposing A ban, that’s a limled oo, GROGAN, Natlomel

secrelary of the Inicmatiosal
Muarsisi Groop, says that (e
bun under the Poblic Order Act
v 'clearly wimed' ot the Left
and umili-Tuscisl  forces, ‘It
undermined ike mohillsaton,
amd gave am excuse o The
reformite o demobillise. Rt
the operation en the day izl
— @5 1 will lse For lhe next iwo
mionths, was essentinlly aimed
ﬂ"ﬁempfédh in Hyd
il in "%
worked hasd in glove wiih ihe
Fromi. The amik-fasclsts were
harussed and |ntimidated and
fimully prevented from hobding
w peuceful picket, It shonbd mow

juss morth of Lowdon Asvenue Lo 01 8 press card. discuds, & police cordon al the 4.Mipmn [ T T T T S T he shyions that the has has
i 1 here i zffe 25 back of she ¥ mmni Creer  m loudhall o operaled Lo wllow the fascists
and diveried. Ther e P ek of the plekes apens and A loudhalker  Chris ihe el - Fosela hile
tively anther road Mock on the MO comirsdes’  use. & City of London palice chaige Harman (SWF) fopeaté the conceniraling  rhe  higgpes

romd by MELT Fatrlisp
sl 1o the nonh essl ol
e Coihidy Hngh.

Ioadhailer 1o start | meering on
the: smaller picke: ar which
representatives of all orgarisa-

through throwing people onto
the pavemends anc into nther

pilice cordons

claim thea thisis avicoory. The
prcket beging to dispere,
ME mambers contineed ty b

repressive Fonce For mady o yesr
o ile Ledr,
‘A cama g m agadnst fhe baa,

[ b nzarer the leafletiers g [ror g frid Filty or more police also  fermied into the meeting by buy .

. g s - present  ore invited (o ] I ! b 1 A MLy linked wi ght Hise
the more ofien police heli- wheal O e B storm the lorry of the Muoisi until 430, The police charge i th the fight fo mob
copiers pass over their heads sihar Ehe BEn G ey E Linedan People™  Fromni the' refnaining anri-lageisls ol T mnTRment 1o lmpode

I pe wherber the ban @ a victory East Lomdon People n NERE Aot 155 chart o Pluth i dh nof shve
Grolps - of police sre now ANlLEE whoaNe Dot UERLLE people [0 ol FreEmanies Koad ¥ 2!
nlaced ot thirly yard iniesvak prtnck the NF mesting.  areest the fuscivts free relgn. To Ioin
I L Y. H 4. 1lpm - M I im ihe call For o han does,
along stréets. like Horms Raosd ! mosi of those on board and e 4
i L o ST A decinon 8 lken o R e 1ris only im dbis lighi ilat we
despetrse. Mational Front oiubl have heen prepared for

slrung ol group of people Lhe
police stand ia Irand ol you %
Vil B 1o go single Hile

130 3pm

e nali paeckel assembiey in
Fremantle Road (o the wath of
the schigol — wiieh [oaks more
like o forr, As well as standing
in lerge  grognds, @0 s
smirrounded by a8 -brick  wall
smirmounled by o spiked fence,
Then there ar=the police

Behind the police lines In
Fairlop Garcdens  are. police
horsess. T mimeles TTo0 SWay
al pofice HO arher’ palice
hirrsesare nibhling at the prass

mctiabors &re seen sl & dislance
iy Miossfond Lane. Pickets
i pe forwand bl are sliopped
by a polices cordon. Plidkes
ihen disperse lihoggh this s
apposed by same individuals,
There is a further fear chat
seme Fronl members may have
wiliraied this packel.

Y A15pm

Meanwhile.... back ai. the
main :"_IL"F.I."C b Fremaotle Boad
aropnd 1500 antl-fascists are

Mo ambalnnce sver prrives

S 0pm

Police pre seen chaming with
individlual Fascisrs nrgl divesiing
them from the lop end aof High
Siree Barkingside  down
Fuiwell Avenuoe arad Mossfore
Lare inlo the side entrunce iof
L sclugnded,

3,.M1-3, 50pm
Tlee croweds an e pavement
dre pow pushed Back wila the

= o L 1
L .

The |,(K0) Fasciars inside thi
schonl are in oear hvacerlcal

ihe

Hain addressing
pickat. Loii: Paul Holbomow

PALYL. HOLRORBROW, or-
ganisation secretary of the Anti
Miri League, describes Salrs
day™s events in Hlord 3 an
‘uadoubbsd sweeess', “11 wasa
victory', hie says, “in stoppang
the Mazis marching, The ban
against  the MWazis = un-
questinrably 4 siciory for anti-
faecicis,

The mativating factar in the

the way the podice reneged on
thedr dead with ibe Anti Mo
Lewgue b0 allow o eass picket.
It & ruwe thol we werc -over-
whelmingly owinuembered by
the police. Bul wilth ihe eyes of
ihe whobe movement on [Hand,
the  League  should  have
sseerted s rlzht o bokd ithe
mass picket —  paiting  ihe
blame for any wiolence kil
easned on the palice,

“If the police brd moved In,
we wiomld have been phie fo
mohillise the whole |labowr
movemsent in our defeece aed

- It ] _ 3 - ¥ . e - . .
Efl':_':k’_'-"d s Itni'ﬂd "éﬂ":""',:.'i"frl road, Anti-fascists who had  mood. Webster fella them the § decision of the police and the  yhown what it meass 10 rely on
]I-'.'lrri: - i i, meveld down Trinity Fesd in reason chey were banned o | Home Officewns the threal of 3 phe Spgie in do our job. In the
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elections in May  whon the Grupwick  and wnti-fascis Helerences e the ‘reds Fand  mooreroos aLhers. pPros yape
Front are _standing = 1,500 sandwiches, bul the mood and  Oulsade’ dre greeted with shouts § duced-absatotely aathing until “Towards 4pm, we did begin

candidnies he arguss we must
OTURNIRE MASS cAODVAasscs ke
thiz o distribute 2% million
lenTless,

Sgan Daocherty spezks from
Teachers Against the Mazis, All
i epsakers are foom  the
Socighar Workiers ary, Other
than Perer  Halbig, noae of the
spamsarsof the ANL appearsto

lewrcnonsr is defimitely low.
Pickeld coaplain of the lack
ol direcisom from ARL either in
terma o what's going on o
slewarding, deipite  Lhe lact

that e palice are obyvaowsly
breaking  the “aprecoment’ (o
allow & mass peacelul pcket.

}.50pm

of “Troskyite scuom', Webster
cals no bans canstop the NE.
He is happy. Commbisioner
flachee ls happy,
And the anti-fasciss?

Owr peporpers at [ford were
Adrian  Yedes, Jude Wood-
ward, Geoffrey Sherldan, Mick
Gusling anal - Rlchard Carver,
Gruemee: Conleson (ook the

they  knew o there  would  be
LR ud againsl the ME,

We  neject. oomipletely  he
sguarion between the Maasand
the ant-Maes,  H's quite
posslible wnder the  poliee’s
powers 10 lewe 8 spamiic ban
on ezl organizarians, wiich is
what we have been calling fog.
The Aori Wazi League will be
disoussing -~ fhis  week what

i bold owr greund s Trinity
Road and rhe police backed
off. This coukd have been done
from (be word go, i ihe
Lepge  bad  had  paBiicsl
arity, The mext step Is for u
miEs cumpuigm 0 Orpanss
throughoud the Inboor move-
it Loy el Bl han ifed.”

From a seporc by Godirey

*.45pm b present. Paul Holborrow annminoe piclunes. Pﬁ::l_l-::nu.:.:r ;I;ﬁdr}:irlzlr:: Against i e Mondsy's  Daily
Anti-Tassists  appraaching b . -:The ey ui'u:r:lliun ki Tt_'ht:raull: “The Fromi . comn-
the schis] Trom the south west i Nford  was  unguestdonahly trivesd w digiribate 35,000
are prevented from joining the o B e ety |ﬂflf-:‘=|5 in Ilford an Saturday —
mikel 1o Fremanile Road, The TRl p-ret.::l:lrr produced the ".-"!_II!1 _ErlTaIJ}'E greal - new
HEY puckets are oxhered narth- ban and slopped  the  Mais r""'l'l'_"""' party” — a5 well as
wirds Into  Clayhal  Avenue marching, They threatened o dominais the conversation on
where they assmmble behingd the reiirn. The . slosets Bol b the SPParently sveryone'a lips.
police cordon. Mg paodice R 1 e R s AU alsr had the sntisfaction
frodms the City of Loadon furce Navid who did, distributing of seeing Mr Rees commit 5,000
arebrought up behind them ) moHiee info Lhe ares to secire 21

X.iMlpimn

Afler IS AR of
confusion, the police officer in
tharge addresees the  crowd
through a loodspeaker and 1edi
them all rajom the main pickes
izr Fremantle Boad (about 150
vards awiay Lhe other side of a
roundaboul ),

Tir o Lhal b instrycls them
L fakea wide ciczle narth ol the
schoel — total distange ahout
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"Tlue @ctiom of the pabice was
prawocaive and beavy kanded.
W had . an  apcecmient with
thim t0 Eousl 3 plokel across
Fremamde  Road close to- the
sehonl, They broke it by roving
o gdhows fhe anil-Fascist on fo
the ngvement. it areated a greal
anount of confusion, and i
was only by pood direction ansd
deanrding That we prevented

arcesis, ali lefl-wingers,  ax
succegive speakecs pointed ot
a1 tha entlsiastic rally,”

MARTIN WEBSTER, nation-
al wrfivitles orpaniser of (he NF
al Sshwrdey®s rally: “OF toarse
we are npposed toodke ban, Bl
we huve shill seoned 8 viclory.
We are meeting amd (he red
hosliguns have heen bept awns
dromus.”
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Middlesbrough

Socialist Unity gets all the press coverage

“WE DON'T vote socialist. 'We vote Labour'. That
was [be response one Socialisi Unity canvasser
received in the run-up to the Ayresome Ward
by-election in Teesside on March 9, reporis STEVE

POTTER.

The remark s a g-md
coenment on the state of the
Labour Party (o Middies-
brough.: The Labour councilior
whao abed the ward in the
past did not attend enough
counctl mestings 1o remain in
hasé poat; whils those who cross
swords with the righi-wing
cligue that runs the, Labour
Group gei shors shrift,

Lmst weak, frve Labour
coumcillors were expellsl [nom
the Grouwp for daring o vole
against a pleasure jagnt Lo
British Columbin 1 cosmitiém-
nm.! the town's most famous

— Captain Cook!

uiﬂubrmlgh:u in the hear
of Poulson couniry. The large
ozl shopping centre stands as
o tombilope 10 Ins mMEmory.
Unlike Tyneside, however, no
charges have been broughs
agains local dignatories.

Swindon

MOHEY baing collected inside fasclal mesting

Foulson never did the repairs
o the Whinnevbanks Estate —
repairs  that - would  have
beoefitted  working  people
rather than swindléri. Houdes
with mna  gordens, smashed
windows, wrecked fences and
gates bear testimony o decades
of neglect by councll buremu-
CTals.

The crimes of the Labour
Party do not  sfop  there.
Baotorlously dominated by &
rhght wing “catholic mahia’, the
reaponst of the local Laboner
Party |eader, Shopland, w0 the
deciglon of the Labour Party
Conference 10 back  [ree
abortion on demand was: °lt
wasn't my pany that decided

]

The working oeople of
Tyneside wode Labour beciase
of their hatred of the bosses and
the Tory Party. '['m afreid I"d

wole [or a rabbit if i was
stending for Labour, lad® was
one response fo @ Socialist
Umity canvasser last week. Bui
the interests of the working
clags are waydown on the s of
priorities of - Labour’s repre-
sentatives omee they dose the
Town Hall door behind them.

Omly the Sociakisi Uity
candidate, Alan Theasby, has
declared thai he will have
nivihing to do with the secrecy
of councll commities rooms. IF
elected, hewill call regular maoss
meetings of the local workess'
organkations and comounily
groups to repor. on what s
poing on ingide the council and
put  his policies before the
Mg,

The story dossn’[  chan
when W comes [0 [he (K&
nnion buresuceats on Teeside.
The local paper recently
featured a prominent adverise-
menl  from  the elsctricians
condemning the handling of &
pay dispute by their full-time
oAl

Redundapeles pegosinted by

the sieel union bosses 'ﬂiﬂ

up unemploymenl even I'I g
than the ming per cenis -l
present, In nearby Hartlepuool,
one  man G0 =i i nos
nnempioyed-

Al thig Fuels the frostration
and anger o local people
SBome  doggedly  atbek
Labour. Others will sas that
they will try anvthing . o
mainialn living standards, For
aomee chal will mean Secialist
Linity; for others,; the Mational
Fronl.

Since che successful counter-
lenfleting in the ward. by the
locnl @nti-fascisr commiites,
the Front has Xeat (a3 bead
down. Dhily one MFer stood
trernbling  with  parriocism
outside his run-down councl
howse o defend his Cpatch!
pgaingi- the dlien hordes of

the anii-fascist  committes,
clutghing  a roundess®  club
behingd lis back.

Only one campaign is getring
any press coverige, and that s
Socealist Unicy, This s hardly
SUTpRsng since only Socalis
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LJ.]:}L |1 oie
than T'.--:l
pulbiliz Bpa ml: be held in

ehe weard I the final week of the
campaign.

The Tirst, in the heart o the
aege counsil estate, will lear
Alan Thedsby on “Labour’s
beirawals — The Socialist

Altarnadive” The ‘second
muhng an B March, will be
held in the part of the ward
whichis heme to the foew Asian
fnmdlies Lhat have become the
bait of the WF campaign:

Entitled  ‘Workers Unifed
Apalns Raclsm and Fascism'
the mmin. spesker at  ihis
meeting will b= Tarig Ali, Cither
spegkers . Wil - include  a
representarive from the anti-
frscist - commilies, and  the
president of the |ogal pody-
technic stadents' union, which
is presently fighting the Tacs
mista system that will mean the
expulsion of scores ol oversess
students,

U March 9, Ayresome will

FASCIET |gader Wabater In Hlard

In line for election unity

Supporters of Socialist
Challenge and Socialist
Worker in  Swindon,
ingeiher with indepen-
dent lefl-wingers, have
agreed (o seek to build a
broad-based socialist el-
ecioral Troni Tor the
councll elections in May,
reporis ED WALLER.

This follows a recent letier

oo Socdallst  Challenge

supporters [0 Soeclalsl Worker

supporters  In which  they
argued: 'We believe that it s i
all owr inderesis to sesk 1o ugild

anopen, united and demaocratic

campaigning socinfist  hody
which can group us fogsiher on
s many Heues of agresment as
possible.

‘Of  course,” the lecier
continued, "this does nat imply
unprincipbed compromises, or

sabmesrging imporiant polideal
differences. Bui in aur view il
doss mean allocating  thoss
differencss a ceclain sense of
praopariion, For there are many
points of principled agreement
alsa.”

Alter discusalon, I was
agreed 10 bold & mecting open
1o al those wishing 1o develop a
untted flght-back agninst the
Governmernt's anti-working
class polices, Sponsorship is
now being  soughl for  this

messing, 10 be held om 12
March, ot which the main task
will be to open up & discusion
on the possibility of sinnding in
the May election, and what
mdghi be gained for the lefl as &
whole, A subsequent mesling
will need 1o agres on a plaiferm
and acandidate,

I the vlew of local Seclalst
Challenge aupporiers, much
could be achieved by an open
and democratic  campaign:

Thers have besn many iocal

sirupgles — aften bifier and
prodracied, such s those st
Plesseys, Garrads, and Jones'
Cranes, A  local  anti-Tacisi
prganisalion and-a campaign
for women's

righly have
recintly een fmmtﬁ.

A sociabiss election campaign
would serve o stimulate the
growih of auch campaigning
bodies and help to unify the
local - gtrupgles  ageiner the
mutli-natiopals, Soctalist Chal-
bemge will argue that wny local
glecioral  upity  will e
siremgthened if it agrees (o link
up with Socialist Umly on &
nedional scale.

hnve o clear chéivee. A& vodle Toc
Sociafist  Unity  will  mean
support  for  renl | sockabis
pobigies for Middbeshraugh: for
the desperately needed fight
hack againat Labour’s cabal at
the tawn hall, and & shoet in the
arm - far  geniime workers'
denbBeTacy.

A vpie for Labour will mean
Uiat once more the workers of
mMiddiesbrough have assigned
their interets ta the never
opened  C‘pending”  file ol
Shoplend and R ursgucracy.

MIDDLESBROLUGH
PURLIC MEETINGS

"Labpur's  hefrmsals — A
Sqeinhisl Allernalive.”
Spenker: ALAN
THEASEY, Socialist Linity
Candidate for Aypssome
Ward,

2 March, T.30pm ar 5

Matthew's Chiarch Hall {corner
of Acklam Rond and Whinney-
banks Road),

“Workers Unite Against Boc-
lsm and ¥ ascism’

Spenakers  nclode: TARIG
A1, editar, Saciafist  Chal-
benge, ALAN THEASBY . Soc-
ialist Linity-candidate, LEWIS
DAVIES, Presideni, Teeside
Paoly Studenis' Unign {persanal
;E:é.wa-:in'], MARTIN HAMN-
SELL, Cleveland Anti-Fadcist
Commirrees, Invited: Commun-
ist Party and Labour Fasty
candickiies rar Ay DE3ome
Ward,

4 March, V. 30pm Kain Hull,
Mewpart Road Juniac School,
[Chrera Street near bos depat)

Soscindinl Unity Beelld
Saturday, 4 March, at RAOH
Club, .  ‘Womllands  Road,
1. 30pm,

Crisga  Late  bar, Raffles,
Admission 40,

Brixton

THE DEATH of BMarcus
Lipton, Labour “MP - or
Brixten, means another by
elegtion within the mext Tew
muonths. Socialisl Dinity will be
ciscuxsing il intervention and
whether oo put up & candidate
for - Brston. It will be
spproaching other groups in
the ares and naticoelly —
wapecially the Sogialist Workers
Fany - — 10 - disquss  the
possibilities of o uniled
electornl shate,

The campaign eould provide
animpartant pabitbcal foces Tor
sacialists and anteriasls in the
ares. The Ffaschil NF  has
dlready  ganounsed thar i
intervention in  Brixmos  will
wiake Ilford ook Lke a
Hea-parly”. .

SOCIALIST UNITY
MEETING
LAMBETHCEMTHRAL

To discuss whelharta stand an
eiactign candigate — and |1 80,

whorm, Al leTl=-win organas-
thans and Indepanganis
Invitag,

Thuraday, 8§ March, T.30pm al
Tate Central Library, Brzion

School students
counter

NF
in
Wandsworth

FIFTY school students
met in Wandsworth Inst
Thursday 1o starl 10
organise and counteraci
the Nationzl Fromi
Infiltration of schools in
this SW London bor-
ough, repors & school
siudenl Socialist Chal-
l=Tige suppoTier.

Some of us had alesady
prodoced aleaflet attscking the
NF for che anti-recist pecket
and deme held  at the
educaiional television . centre.

We wenl on to call an

all-Wandsworrly mecting, pub-
Heling it through  informnd
coniacl: and members of the
Socialiel Teachers Alliance 1o
Wandawaorth secpndary
schonls,

S wecondary achools in the
borowph were represenied at
the - meeting, which  heard

cakers from the sxecutive of

Matiopal Union of Schoal
Studeniz and from  Wands-
wiorth Againsi Racism.

Evervone fefl the nesd for
schonl students 10 takd some
kind of action apainsi raclém
nnd Fascizm: all were in Favowr
of supperrting the nsobilisatian
for [ Fond Jast Saturday.

[Heciisaion .::l:lr:l.iE arv:i.'ﬁm-t.ll
organiang supparl- for loce
anti-fascist acrivitiea; how o
fake up cases ol -racism 1o
individual schools, whether it
i from teachers of fellow
students; curricufum  conleni;
and  pressing  publicly | for
sl sludents apminst
[ascism.

We will cootinde  this
discussion Be cur next meetiog:
It was agresd 1o g0 back 1o
fchools, and organise meetings
there to  discuss  the  izsies,
getting  help  from  teadlsens
where necessary, Song shi-
dents hoped fo gel B schoal
resolycion Against MNF - leaflsi-

ing.

The znext  gl-Wandsworth
masling will talke seporis from
selupnds, and fef upa commirtee
— two debegates por achool, bat
apen W everyone Te arcend — io
argaiilie  meerings, produce
lgaflets, and so'gm.

The meeting showsd that
sclkepod studentsare bodh willing
apd able o orpaniss, We hope
thai In other areas  similar
arganisations will “be. sel wp.

caise of the Hielihood of
victimksation, . the wuthor's
name has been withheld. Those
imierested im in the Wands-
worlh mectings shonldd contac
Saciphisl Challenge,



e

ENGINEERING

Praodo: JOHKN GTURRDGHK [Repnr]

Socialist Challenge

‘Dark days in sight’ with Duffy

SUPPLEMENT
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A TORRENT of support for Terry Duffy, the
right-wing presidential candidate in the carrent
elections of the Amalgamated Union of Engineering
Workers, I brewing among the gaffers’ friends on

Fleet Street.

JOHN GRAHAM argues that the March posial

ballot in the union will rouse journalists,

like

Waodrow Wyatt of the Sunday Mirror, from their
usual disinteresi In the labour movement (o stir up o
patrigtic fervour in support of the union's right wing.
He explains what steps militants should take in the
face of the outery we can expect.

Fleel Sreet’s ourpourings
next momh once the ballol b
underway will be backed ap by
awch motable employers" jous
nals as Truemid, Iris  and the
Ecomomic Leagoe, All hands
will Be joined in these circles (o
ensure thal Terry Dufly fares
well. And 5t won't only be the

usunl ‘redi onder the beds
AEOrHEs. )
Support for Duffy will be

pemtrad an o has &I.'-I:lrl:l'r'-ﬂ ot
Labour’s ant-working  class
policies. amnd for  Michael
Edwardes — Antish Leyland's
new hatchet man

The only other allermaiive o
Duafiy in the secome Balklor 15
Bob Wright, the Brogd Leh
condidate. This - 8 whom
militants in the ALUEW mus
hack. If Terry Duffy succeeds
m the sscond ballot it would be
a hig blorw for the working
clam

Dark dayy would be in sigh

TERRY Duity

for rzitk and file militants in the
bt And 11 would be zeen s
a [urther Indicoiion of sopport
for wage restraint and the 1
per cont fimic. -Dutfe's eictary
would emcourage the Labour
Government o moke Turther
aefacks an the biving standards
of the working clies 338 whole,
Bob Wright and the officials
nf  the Cosiabicndst Pary
dominated Broad Lell group-
ing imthe unibn have done ke
to mutke fure  Yright pers
elecied. In the first ballor the
wirtes af all lefi candidoies —
Row Fraser, A. Wilking, - lan
Mlasriis, and Bob Wright
galiped more vodes than thal ol

the right wing. Duify's vobes
e g1 eater than Wright"s, but
only by a narrow margin.

Horw ever promasing - fhese
first ballot voles mughl seemt,
DulTy has many cards sl 1o
play. The right witg has e
whole weight of ollkaal unton
pobicy énd Government policy
mulling 1a 418 directipn. ARd 5
can alwavs counl on the ready
‘help from the bosses” pundits
16 118 Press

The record of the Broad Lelt
since The Sepiember clectionms
l2uves much o be desired. MO
siraleey whatlsocver has been
advanced o invelve  the
membership im n  sugsle
sgainsi the emplovers and the
Crovernmend

The Movember national
conference of the Broad Lefi
called for & campaign around
the mnational  wage claim,
keading 10 & conference  of
coivenors and shop sewards

his waF o act asl'a
counterweight to the inevitabie
reli-oul the righl wimg would
stlempi. Bul notlung ha been
done o implémenl s
resciiEion

Hugh Scanlon — the  las]
Broad Le pressdentinl candi-
dare — cast the vote of the
ALIEW apainst the firefighters
ab the TUC withoul & murmr
fecann e unlben. This vode
spoke volumes of whir was
Ek=ly 10 happen 10 the natdonal
enginseTing claim  which  was
wedl nbove the K per cent limid
il e wens lefe in the kands ol Uhe
mighi=-wing alficials who domi-
nale  the Corlederation of
Shipbutlding and Engineering
Llindang.

Dangerous  lessons of this
absenes of strugglein the wnion
1ave been drawn by sections of
the Hroad Lefi.  Promineni
Broad  Lefl  figures:  hove
responded by moving from a
rasition of simply. Taifing [0
resist the right wing and the
Laboar Governmenl Lo actively
or-operaling with  ther &nli-
wirking class projects,

Nersk. - Robmson,  AUEW
convenor el Aaslin Longbrdpe
and a3 member ol the
Commarnist Parly, voled [
the Edwardes' carve-gp in

Prcts: CHS DAVIES

BOB ‘Wright

Levland, and has speni the lasi
thres years poficing  manage-
meri s podicaes in Lhe [&CTory
limme:. Aslie, another CP
convenor from Covan ship-
yards, was [insirumental in
geiting ihe order for the Polish
shipbudlding contract scoepted
un Lhe Clyde. This Teft warkers
al Swag Huniers isolated,  aod
they now  Fage 110 7edun-
dancies -
The bulk of the rank and fike
in the Broad Lelt i@ oot heading
in this dire direcrion. Rather it
is looking lor 8 Jead (o buoild a
fightback agninss - the rght
wing. Bur it’s just nol possible
to - bulld such a movemeni,
when in 35 lead by such antl-
wacking elass charuclers wiho

conglstently act coanter. (o the
interests of their own members
and thiose of the upion's l=fi m
genezral

IT the result ol the March
elechon 1= unceriain [oday, 1118
becuuse the Broad Lefi officials
have steered & course which
takes s ks down the wrong
road. To put the rank and file
ona fighting road a socialist
Aliermacive in the poion is vital.
Militants fmegdved in the Tight
far policies which cin mohilise
the  bulk of the union's
members I opposithon 1o the
betravals of the right and she
inastivity of the Broad Let
leaders can help crenie this kind
of alernprive

SCANLON Gresied by plekets

FREDA Crulsa,

Magnavoy lo gat round fhe Equal Pay Act.

'ﬂ.-

AUEW shop sleward, addeessing women members striking sgalnst the grading system, osed al

Prvpboe JOHB ETURRTTH |Banari]
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Aretreat on wage clalm

In the John Boyd page of
the January edilion of the
AUEW  Jourmal, this
litde diity was gooled
apader ‘thought for the
month”:

‘Think truly and thy
thoughts 5
Shall the world’s famine
feed. I 3 i
Speak truly and eac
u‘Izl-E::hrfthlﬂE

Shall be o froitfal seed.”

The message apparently, was

thal morkers don'tneed Boring

ald things liké dage rlaes o
purchase gondies from Fuper-
markel shelves, good thoughts
and hoiesr words are suffigien:
e lullempry petlies.

And in the ACcoMpENNINE
articks John Bovd did [ndeed
speak homest wenrds: * Toask for
a- E70 minimum refe o
Skilled ... is nol the extravagent
clnim which the Frress pnd Radio
pandits delight i poTirayeng.

‘It represénts am increase in

wage cosisoof only V.8 pér
ceit.. . these minimum and

differentials makesenseandean
be justified.”

Bul theee weeks age, these
‘honsat  words”  faiked | 1o
produce the promised Hruitful
sged”. Led by Bayd and Huagh
Seamion of the AUEW - the
Cenlederation of Shipbuilding
and Engineering = Unians
ditched theoriginal clamal £70
and replaced ivwith oneof £60,

The original AUEW cluim
bad also demanded a 33 hour
vk withiout Joss of pay, The
Confederntion reducedthal toa
claim o be implemented aves a

five yvear period, a caplialation
whizhwns predictable consider-
ing Boyd had npot oeven
mentionsd the 35 hour week in
hisarticle or Uhe claim.

For its part the Engineering
Emplowers  Federation  hive
upped their offer ro £57 and a
meeting of the Confederation
sxecutive 4 fornight wgo in
¥ork decided toiryand close the
prp between this offer and the
reduced clalm.

Thezlaim has besn rewritben
withour any eonsultition with
the  rank aod  fike. The
Howember Mational Commictes

of ihe AUEW umnanimously
called for & recall Motiooal
Commiites and specinl shop
siewards - quarierly  im &l
districts immediniely after the
reply 1 pomaider  induwsceial
aciion, ™o such disbriel ssop
slewards meetings were bheld.

Themost dangeroasaspecs of
the emplovers' offer is thar iiis
made on condition that farther
lpcally megotiated increnses
above the minimum fime rate
miual Bol push increases above
the Chovernment's 10 per gent
Jifes. :

The traditional opposition n

the AUEW, the Broad Left
appeated tow comcermnd abour
the coming elsction fof the
pemsident - of  the AUFEW o
muhilis:  the rank and hle
apinst ihe retreat from the £T0
minimiom. Wit their candidaie
Bob Wright velling for the
‘mkerale’ vore the message
seems [0 e — don't rock Lhe
boal.

Bur by itself, Bob Wright
sirting. in the presidential chair
will no more mainiain  the
standard of lving of engineers
than . will  John  Bowd's
*thioiights for the mamth.
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CP view of democracy

The Broad Left road to stlflmg debate

"LEFT-WING newspapers  only

confuse unfon

members and should he banned a1 branch meetl

and weekend conferences’. 5o mrgued Broad Lelt
members @l & Manchester divisional council meeting
of TASS, the white collar seciion of the engineering

uminn, lest year.

DICK DAY writes that this kind of disregard for
democracy continves unabated in (he union, and the

Broad Left bus ked this stiack

all In the name of

‘exiending the anioa's democracy’, of course]

The Broad Left in TASS
crganisad through small groups
at the union’s divisionad kvel.
It hoids momihly mestings in

London before the unikm™s
execulive  commilles  meets,
The only “ppen face” 18 has i
regular mass. mesdings &l Lhe

umion’s nationol conference,

In the ‘Gl the grouping had
fairly brosd sopport, and was
respumngible for transfooming
the union from o small crall
based umion with a righl-widg
leadersinp to 10day™s 150, (00-
stromg wion led by the Broad
Lefl, with the Communis
Party 85 [he main political
(5] i .

[xespite these advences in the
undon, the Bsoad  Laft has
concenirnied in recent yedrs 06
fighting for changes in the

wmon's slroeclure which arc
lodally pndemoeratic.
Under the banner  of

*sireambining the anion’, ‘more
cifective  decislom  making”,
“cutiing costs', and giving the
Exerytive comami Lles "a nolional
aathaority’, the Broad Lefl has
tnken steps which  seriously
coriail the coningl of rank and
file mermbers Ower Lhe alTaes of
our omign. Just take & [ew

examplhes.

# The executive committes
hax been cut by bolf, and i
members are now flecied on o
reghonal basts, Branche: are
represenied on 36 divisional
coungils, bt

the executive.

commuties. 3 based oo )]
reglomy. And =0 Lthe direct
accouptabillivof the EC to the
branches disappear:

This step bng been iaken
eespiie the lack of  suppoc
[rom conlerence dedepates in

1975 which even the intense
Broad Left lobbying codddn
change

+ The Browd Leti expelied
members whoe fried 19 modils
Ilts  proposads, 50 thaf Che
exeoitive commiltee would be
mare accountable 1o the
membership. This happened in
1976, after some of we in
Manchéster won 2 resolgton
along these Hnes al oor branch
meeEling.

# [he execulive coommities
1as] yedr made proposls (o give
divislomal councils, raiher ihan
bhranches, the powers o elec
conference delegsies. The early
proposais from the BC gave
these councils the right to
amend  #nd  oselect  wiech
branches resolutlon: po (o
national conferenos.

Brapches would thos be
denied  their ability w0 send
resofutions . direcsly o Ccom-
feremce ancl, afizr discussion
and debie an all resolutioms, o
manduie their delegales,

With widespread rank and
ile oppasitron, e EC Finally
camprinmmised, and agreéed 1o
daviiiemal  oonlerences.  This
rediveed the power of branches,
B increased three-[old parices

pation in decision making,

compaTisan - te the original

prososals

& [The Browd Leli opposes
Implementing & padlicy ol
checting  all  Tuoll-ikme  omken
offbcinls, They - are - racher
selectad by exsoutive members,
und appointed for bife,

Farthermors, anidan
memnbers are hooed cby  rules
wliech profithil capvassing i
clectlons,  The, Broad Lefi
oppoaes the - right ol wolon
candidates o publih election
addresses, Of course canvasy-
ing dioes take place; b wiih
these  policies 1 is  “onder-
ground with  plenty &l
disterbions and innuendos

Hiny does the Broad Lefi
Justify  these meagures? b
argues- [hil o midified 'TASS
slruciure will hring-ua closer I
the engineering seclion of the
Amalgempied and Linaon ol
Engineering  ‘Worksrs, thin
helping alowg e process ol
JI.II.J:E.«.II:IIu'.I_"'.'I Butin readity, it
e been - these wisdemiocrabic
progeisss which fabin Boyd and
the right “wing  of  the
snginecring seciion bave seized
on to hold up the process!

Five vears of pegoantioms
over- mmalgamation have now
laken ploce bebween dafTerent
sections of umion leadesships
The merits and defichenches of
the ‘Working Proposaly' for
amalgamation have beon more
than nired. The engineering
section  is  loging - groond,
becmuse it has dragzed s feel
for so long,

Cdher engloecring  undons,
like the vehicle bailders and the
baziler  makers, have merged
with the trensport workers’
union and . the. General fod
Municipal Warkers'  Linjon.
This has prompled  the
engineering  sechion 1o extend
an open hasd. And none other
tham Frank Chapple of the
electrivians” union has grasped

HBITION

F MEMBERS
VOLVEMEN
INDUSTRY

PERMANEN

SCANLON [lefi] and Boydat the opsning of the AUEYW mussum. Scanben wiil seen b pul in e glass -
case, Le1's hopa Boyd joine him aoon.

! The oodemocraiis ecins
which Chapple will want to
hoald fo in amy amalgamation
aren Idhh}:ulitulrmmﬁlm
eals

beltind closed] s H:ﬂu—d.lnn
members  will  only make
md Llers warse foir theunion ps g
whole, Today's mensures are a
far-cry from the earky struggles
For-amalgamnlion which really

diel inwolve the rank and hle,

An imparksnt way o ensrs

uglon 18 by ewsending  and
developlng jeiar shop stewards
commitees,  lovinlviog - bath
staff - and  manual  workers.
Local  confersness of  <hop
stewards commifies delepares

that the AVEW bn:ﬂrmqqu
fed mnd o 3

shomld meel o develop ectics
for defending lsviig standards,
and towork oat & sirategy Lo
.Id[ﬂ!j[l‘ltl‘.l ihetr wilon sraugh
aceatic AITLAlEATEATio.
Combine Bl-ﬂiﬂ: COEHIHIIEE,
condd also DEgBme 8 powerlul
lewer in thefight for domocratic
amalgemation if  narional
strucinres were developed.

Turning

into

poI|c|es

actions

THE FIRST Divisional
conference ever held by
the Technicul and Super-
visory Staff section of the
engineering  wmion s
scheduled for 11 March.
GRAHAM WILLIAMS
from Leeds TASS argues
it will be an opportanily
fo take stock of the

nmioa’s policies.
And gt leasi om fwo
counis, ke maintains, the

union bas good policies:
agminsi wage restraint,
and for women's fght to
aborilon.

Whenever the unson's exscu-
tive has-given 8 lesd, the
memnbership har  responded
tremendously, When TASS

ht 0 long and hard strike
victimization at Hop-
kinson"s firm in Hudders leld,

the EC was able Lo haroes
witlon meebers beluiod il call
for boveott, coblections, and
support - for  the  pleketa.

The need 0 link ug in acrive
saidarity with other workers is
especinlly  imporiant  today,
The Fire  Hrigades  Lnion
returned towark i defeat. And
Labonr is talkiog aboul &
permanent - neomes  policy.

The oply way 1o break the
wage restraint imposed by the
Government is by laumching &
poditical - compaizn aimed  at
educaling and oTgARIsing our
members. At the end of Phas= 2
this kired of step was taken, bt
much more needs o be done
oy .

Froon thls vear's conlerence,
vz Taise take oor policies back
Into. the membershlp and
cranslate them into sethons. We
need b0 demand thar the
leadership of the union call op
such  bodies us the Liaison

Comimittes for the Defence ol
Trade Unioms {0 appeal far

nacional - indusirial  action
ngaimsi Phnse 4,
(Owr  umolm has  &lways

supporied the LCDTL, Mow =
the time o g&l this body 1o
orgenise A co-ordipated fighs-
binck

And the gains we have made
in invalving women in the
union over the past years will
strengthen the fighthack, Wie
bave naow introduced an egqual
pay catnpaign; ool women’s
commiitiess  are  functhmiog
regularly; and meetings  lar
wamen only have led tooa much
greacer ivvolvemen: of women
gt all Bewels of the amion

Much remains (o be dene,
especially becavse for the law
three yeprs the rights af this
group of members has been
directly threatenst by praposs
restriclions on aboriion rights,

This- presenls b widh &
challenge, Can we defend our
members’ rights, and win the
entlee memberahip behind |'n:_;
fipht? If = are sucosssful,
can b cerigin that it will I:.u'J Ly
AN even greater participation of
o wWomen member,

The continusd growth of the
Mutiomal Abortion Campaign
whose potivities we have
continually supporied
augers well Tor the foture, Bl
wi ed 10 promode the wdess
and activites of the campalpn
amongst moes Chan  branch
aeirvises, It las o be taken 1o
the membership s g whole: n
the factories and in the offices.

The stakes have been raised
by the Government. We can
anly Face them if our upion 1=
wio L policies which can
prepare s Fora fightback . The
Conderence on 11 March will
giveus the opporiusiny io begin
toorganise to do just that.

TASS branch backs
Czech dissidents

“What's Charier TI7
That, in effect, was the
response of the executive
conncil of TASS — the
Engineering Unian’s
while collar section —
when my hranch called
on il to ke np the
campaign  against rep-

ression in Enstern
Europe, wriles JOFIN
HUGHES.

Towards the end of iast vear,
the Manchesizr East branch of
TASS {Technimal and Snper-
winiry Section, AUEW)Y con
demped - the suppression of
kumnn rights in Poland and
Crechnslovakin, =specially in
sélation to the elgnatorise o
Charter 77

By raising these lasnes in fhe
anicm,  socialisis can answer
their critics whn —guire rightly

claim that we campaign
againat repression under Fiscist
resgimtes, withoul guestioming
represidon o the Easiern Bloe,

My baanch’ - oeolobon
meeLracied e Mo, 10 divisional
cowsl b contscl svnpaihetic
groupe fi e area with d view o
sefting up a local Charter 77
sficlarity committes, And it
called on the executive cosndil
o publicise the Charter pims in
the wpion joornal, and to
protest fothe Ceech smbassy,

The response of the execitive

was amazing. [t claimed 1l
compld take no action 'due Lo
lack of infarmation an the
subject matter™. This despile
the . laci that among the
members of the executive s
Jolin Forréster, who happens
also to be a member of the
Labowur Party s national sxecu-
R

In Fenuery (977, the latter
body. possed & resalution
condemning “the arrest aml
haressment by the palice” ol the
Crech citivens. who  signed
Charisr 77, Mancheiter Easl
fhranch  has  now senl  Gur
enecilive & copy Ol @ slreng
speech by Evie Hetfer, recently
publbished n Labowr Focus on

Easiern Enrope, Weo awaln s
TESpIOnEE.

Charter 77 is, of course, only
ane mspect of repression in E,
Euroge. [n Poland, there kave
been reprisals against those
who orgznised strikes agains
the proposed - Licrease i Tood
prices. Il Bubnlaoia, 4000
muiners weee arcoated or sacked
wihen 90,000 miners weil an
sipile Apxins curs in thew Living
sencards, . Tust & few moie
exumples,, .,

Ry boilding compaigns -on
such issues, amd oy drawing in
Froader sectioms of the labhour
INLVRITENE, We Can demansirate
el we suppoct sl workers'
aliugeles agaioml repression.
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Labour Party youth

Action
needed!

(n 25 March. the Labour Party Young Socialisis
coaference will take place in Liandudoo, for =
change. Unfortunately little else has -:hu'u!.
VINCENT MOS5, from Hemel Hempstead LPYS,
reporis on the growing opposition (o the insctivity
and useless policies of the leadership, which =
incapable of amy action that might distorh the lefi

bureaucracy,

A g resall ol Che crisniation of
it legdarship the LPYS was
totally  fmactive during  the
fire-fighters  sitike, or any
other  [ightback - against  the
Capvernment™s  policies, The
one. campakgn that  the
leadership fas hesitamly com
mukbed Hsell (0 — the Youth
Lampaign Aganst  Unem
plovmienl — degencrated into
propaganda meslings, plus the
anmopl sEting to P rlinment 10
lobry Tribanies and applasd
Erc Heffler

A conference motion from
Iwo Y5 branche: allacks the
‘paszive propagandmeng of the
campalgn 1o dace”

beas ot oaly the lack of any
reil -:ar.vmip.lnnp PeErE PeiCTavE
of those around the Mikeam
paper thal & criticised. The
appadling podicies on - Ireland
and on  women's  OppTESSion
are  the smibkiet  of  many
miclioml 0 be discusesd &l
Liamdisdno, A3 in  previous
veare, there is certain 1o be
pokirisation - around - (hese
queston

The LPYS's present pilscy

ofi - Ieclind  equates .  the
Republizan and Loyalia. para
llll[l 1ary organssanons, callsg

beith Csevtanan terransls”. and
minkes no distinceon berween

the Armiy's attiude o dhe
Marionalisi minorty and the
Laovalisis. It calls for a trade

nnion delence Force fo defest
all terrorism

Wany resaluliom sippo the
leaderzhip's  position . and
capitalate to; imperialiom, bat

?
i
]
E

odhers do pitack thess atimedes

Omne rﬁuluti-::-n calis
for ‘the  immediate and
unconditionn]  withdrawal of

Brizish troops from Ireland as
recopnition  of-the rght of
selF-determinntion for the Trish
people as a whole'. Another
adds: 'repeal the Prevention ol
Terporism Act”™. £4hers-call for
sapport for the Internacional

Iribunal . oo Brtsh  Wa
Lrimes in dretafd
The backwordness of the

Young Socialists” leadershipon
wolich's . oppressien iv - chal
nged by melion  staling
sippantl (o7 s - SUlomoiogs
wormen's movemend,  and
dermanding active invoelvemen
i the MNational  Aboron
Campaign, The Labour Albar-
tin Rights Campaign and the
Working Women's . Charer.
These pnd odher miolions
marticulacly on facaio — SeL
oul Lthe Basis for an o active
campEgnmy. perspeclive  fiod
he Y5 an the coming year, bui
whai s still Eacking i - real
co-ordinnied left wing abern-
ative,

The Tribomiles are 50
jarmshed by the inacivaly &l
Phe let BPs thatl they cannot

ke such an alserpatlve. while
the divisdons on the far lef
fatally hamper them in the
oastislmactixn of such g ourment.
Supporisrs il Saockakls
Uhalbenge will be fghting 1o
syeronine these divisions, 10
Suidd @ wnited opposition and a
compiigning Y5 committed 1o
cliass strugglie politics.

'SAY MNO o Braine damage!”
‘Wopen sav: OF owr back,
Braine!" These were messages
[rom placard-waving demon-
atraters ouiside the Houwse of
Commaons fasl Tuesday,
probsst pgaiosl  yel  another
arili-aborLion bl

e latesd restmctive ball, put
toraard by Tory BFP S
Re=risard Heraiise, further
strengthens  the  control  of
dociors over women's bodies,
It was passed with & slim
miajoricy of only aix vores, b
je unitkety to get parlismentory
Himeto becorms kaw .

The Mornisg Stor o was
prompied by [his  shiTl  in
Parlimment bo sport @ headline,
‘Mabilisation” of MPs  safe-
wLiirds whiortion righis'. This 15
mislaken. 11 was ol the

inobidisation of MPs Chal cafe
puarded wooten's nphis  Last
Tucaday.

[t"was eather the conslsten
Imdepemdent mobilisabon of
women — through the sfforis
of such groups as the Mational
Abortion Campaizn which
11T Faaroesl Lhe |_"I|1I.IIJF
mavement, and wwane MPs,
support the right o women I{‘
ool theie owi fertifity,

The damger of Government
backing o Braoe™s Bl sl
remaing  and the  Narional
Abortion Campaign B on
guard. Growing suppor for
day  care  WHS - abortion
Facilities thronig bl Lhe
wouniry will putl the campaign
o step closer 1o NAC s goal
of winning g woman's right Lo
i:I!.-:‘:t:‘:w.

L A R, S T R R B A

A HUNDRED elec-
tricians on stand-hby for
work were sacked lasi
week when they were
recalled 1o the North Sea

rigs, and informed
management they were
o strike.

Wiile on - shore. the one
hundred hac been on the picke
lime a1 Mather and  Plan
(Alarms) im Manchester, in
support - of MP eleciviczans
sacked lasi month following 4
sil-in op the rigs o prodest
redundanties.

SUPPORT

The vnion invalved — the
EETPLU — still refuses o
recogrise. the sirike, Llnion
officeals chaim that *procedure
in the dispube has mol Been
rigidly adhered 1o

The firm 15 oow teyhn
recTiic scab labour in Bosh
Manchester and Hull. [t has
found the pages of the local
press amel the services af labosr
exchinges ot jits disposal

The real. probism  [ong
sirikers — wha are in - dhe
[orefrenl of orpanising work
ers of e ngs o — 15 the
dgifficudty in winming sappors

Pholo: JOHK SMITH [IFL]

100 oil rig

electricians

sacked

MCORALE is high, desplie union refusal fo bock the sirke,

Insade the Park Works factory
the  shopfloor  unton  Jeaders
shelter behind che fact the stike
isunnfficial

Much more is ar S[aKe Than
meeely @ Few extra bob for
glectricians, The outcome their
dispure will have hig effect on
the whaole Fulure of umion
organisation on  the rigs.

A meetng is being of gaivisad
for people and ocopamsations
prepared o Belp the strikoers.
Bffucts will continoe o get
support - from  inside  the
laciory, and pickels of local
EETPE! offices has began.

CONTACT

The rest is up (o the laboar
maovement, Trade wnionists
shauld demand official backing
lor the strikers, fora hoyeoot of
all Mather and Platt {Alarms)
matenals, amd  for local
cEmpaigns  against  Turber
recruitment for those jobs on
the rigs,

Lnioms in the northwest
should organise delegations o
be om the picker line from
T.45am Gl Spm from Monday
o Friday. Momey and messagss
of suppacl wrgenily nesded:

Vitweni Fay, 12 Moordands,
Jarrow, Tyme and Wesr, Tel:
Boldon 4417,

Squatters: the first test of
trespass law

THE SMOUTH WESTERMN
Magistraies Conrl in Boilersen
was pickeled by 2 squmlbers,
workers and students oo 12
February in defence of Alan
Beddos — fhe st person
arrested amd chprped wnder the
criminal frespass lnw [Criminal
Taw At

Beddoe - was  charged  with
resislinyg eviclion al a sguod in
Bartersea of 9 December, and
Wi pivel B sebilence of one
month suspended (or o yedr,
with £50coas;

Battersen Squatiers Assoc:a-
tion ard the Londan Squatiers
indon colle]  the  demon-
stralpen, and - support came
frovm all over Lomdon including

Ballersea  and - Wandsworih
Trades Couwncil, Wandseoreh
MALCC), Hounslow  Trddes

Coungil, Hounslow Hospizal
cocupation, . TOWLL 52008

Rover Sabihull, @nd Ballersea
and Morwood Labour Pary.
Bupporiers (vom Brighton also
Iravelbed o she packet.

The “exemplary’ senlence (as
ithe maglsirate described it
shoawa the state 1s not amused
by thitse wha have Lhe audacity
lix defend their homes. When
barrisler  Drevid - Walkingon
radmel the conbroversial nature
of the Drespass Law, the mag-
strate inferrupied  saving.
*1 should mot, iF | were deallng
with themaites on 15 merics, be
comfemplating meximum sen-
tences, I, hoseever;, you invite
me Wy delve deeply inte e
hackground 1 may clange my
miind’,

Thix new' law is aimed a1 all
torms of  oocupations and
disect aclbon, Squaifers are
belng used ns a testing ground,
This makes it imperalive 1o

i

have & concentrated CarpEign
againsl this Inw, supportiog all
sguaniters threglened wicth fis
imeasures,

Without such unity, the state
will e abde (o use the loaw on
workers - or  siudents - with
1Moy,

Furiber details from Cam-

paign  Agaimsl A Crimimal

Irespass  Law, oo 35
Wellinglon 5t, London W1
[01-42  3877).  'Balicrses

Saqmatters  Assoclgilon  arp
caullecting money to pay ihe
counl eosE, Daawtioms 1o 26
Luichmere Kd, London SW11
[01-223 1450},

Women students launch Charter

MORE THAN

waomen  gitended thr
Mational Uniom  of
Studenis Women's Lan-
ference al Keele on 18
February., ldeas put
forward by women of the
Broad Left in the NUS
were rejected in Favour
of proposals sugpgested
by the Women's Lelt
Caucus, reporis  PAM-
ELA HOLMES.

In spite of national media

publsity  for MUS  presiden
Sue Slipman’s 'clEan-up cam-
PEIgNT, WOIDED wire nol pre
parcd 10 Accepd hec  wsdal
demagogy.

The only contributions tha:
the Broad Lefi  leadership
{including Slipman, member of
Lhe execulive committes of the
Communist Parts) muce 1o the
Three hour perspeclives discus-
sidn campromised on women's
Tighits.

They propossd a fefurn [0
‘women's posts’ within  the
uniom; that women should ger
irvalved in sminller siracrores

Lesbians unite!

A PICEET of over 50 people
mssembled aaidde the Mansinn
House couwrd bwst Thursday for
the trial of Jackie Plaster. She
! een arresied Far
spray-paincog CLeshians Lao-
i’ on ok ol ke Losdon
Ewenang Mews vmns, aller fhe
papErF Cexpodure’ of leshdams
nsisg antificlal inseminatos by
domor n order (0 have 8 chlld,

The pickets raised the slogan:
‘ar hodles, onr lives, nar right
ta decide’. The gallery wos
filled to hear Jockie plesd
‘techmicully guiliy, bail jmsiis

fied.” Bui she waan | allowed 1o
mauke her afatessent aboul
irmepomsible journalism,

The courl comsidersd Chat her
regaans for ime acton were
irrebevani, She was fimed £30
— retribution, no dowbt, For
the occopatiom of by
nenspaper  offbees. which
pecurad leshians o right of
reply. A comploinl sgeinst the
unthors of the origimul wriicles
has now heen mken mp by
imembers . af the NLUIs
magorine wunch  under. the
univa™s  code of  condmci.

becanse weneral meddlisgs are
ton big; they even suggested
thial tee existence of “commi-
ted lemibnasis’ within the union
caused probicms.,

Buit conference prefecred 1he
proposals of e Womens Left
Caucues  which  incorpoerated
dleas from & proup of Broad
Left women dissidents from
Sussex Limversity

This perspective. recognised
i o ks for the WLIS.
First, the righl ol women (o
self-nrgamisaiion 25 &  pre-
requisite 1o playing a full role
wilhin the rass organisation,

LR ATl SO THIN LARTSEH
(EC e S ]
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Secopd, [0 oTgamise G-
paigns imeodving all sections of
the membership on issees of
WOIMED" s OPRressicn.

Proposals for a  fwoa-day
women's apgregate and rwo-
day opo campaigns confer-
cnee. were o overshelminghy
accepted,  Intepral 1o these
stryctures was the decision to
develop a “Student Women's
Charter® to- put. forward the
demands of womenin the NLIS,

All guesiions of access to
further and higher sducation
lor women {including ahartmn,
conlrazeplion, #nd - norsery
laciliises, and entrapnce gqualifi-
cationst, as well as content of
education, - job  opportunities
and paniicipation  in - umon
aclivilies, muast be raised in the
Charter il i1 1% t0 anife woamern
suoensfully apains sexisi dis
crlmdiarion in educaiion.

The Women's Lefl Caucas s &
gromping of socialkl women [e
the ."'-ILg Women's Campakgs
Formed - [m 1976 40 flght ihe
MUS  emecutlve's persksiemr
fallmee to insplement decisions
taken by the women's coe-
feremees. Foriber deisils and
copies of fke cavrus® reseli-
thons to NS conference from

Puuline Boe, Birmisgham Poly
Sludemis Unlon. Telz
N2 1454 5184,

RETALEL CER U RE PRy R E e Fe Py e s U RN RS R L v L LR T A SRR Y Rt RN RN e e 7 vl Efas i




s

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE, 2 March 1878 page &

Strike ends
And now the

fight for jobs

WITH ONLY 20 workers voting against, a mass
meeting of 2000 workers at Leyland’s threatened
Speke factory voted last Friday to return to work.
MARK TURNBULL reports from Merseyside on the
meeting and shadow of the dole queue which now

hangs over 3,000 workers.

The overwhelming desire of Lhe meeting was
b gel back o work. When engineers convenor
Michael Everefl pul a molidn Lo the. meeling
whnch sugpesiod & fighl by anby means a.ga.i:lhl
redundancies, he was showed down by 2 large
number of strikers, Eversti was forced o
pistpone any stand oo the closure unnl apother
MIBSE Meeting.

The 17 week long strike began when
management arbitrarily tred 0 nirsdoce ness
manning levels and track speeds afler Lhe
workforce had remarmed from o sx week
lay-afl. Bul the press hysieria crealed against
ey Tworkers' and s of a Cpolden
bandshake' if the closure wenn smoothly meant
thar the Speke workers have conceded on these
original izsues. When they refurm 1o the
production track they will discover that many
fonr persan teams are bemg cutl bo three and
iy three person Leams [o Twia,

This seiback lbes squarely at the feet of the
shop sewards" commities who, since the strike
bepan, called ooly onoe mass  meeting.
Consequently the majorisy of the workers wers
kept in the dark over the negotiations with
management, Tiwas beft (o the gutter press and
TV to tell the workers what was going o,

Simalarly only stewards were myvodved in
picketing the Gactory, Although the threat of
closere only became puhfic on | Jamvuary many
slewards knew long before Christmas thar the
ghul down was the inteaded Fate of the Speke
Mo 3 plant. Peter Doherty, 8 former depury
convenor commenied last week, C“everyops
kmew for memths it was the company’s
imtention b closs down, We should have beep
on the offensive’.

It was nol wntil 15 Febroary  that the
Trangpor and General Workers Uinion made
the strike offickal. It was wix days afver this that
plani director € H Skinner ssni a letisr 10
Speke’s employees. 16 stated, "We are forced 1o
propese the closure of the No 2 factory and
trensfer the TRT - asembly: o eliewhene’,
Skinner’s reasoning was that the plant had oo
many asseonbly tracks, thal the TET ool oo
much to make and that plan: for a 1 plos 2 V&
enpine bad been scrapped.

Between the sending of this fetter and the
mBas meeting on 24 February the medin worked
overiime to smear the workforee, Headlines
wreamed  that Clazy workers'  amd  “mad
milifames’ could plck uwp £10,000 in redun-
dancy payments. Levlamd's stalement
proouised “a very subsiantal ex-gratia payneen
leoun the company In addition o the statwtory
redundancy payment'.

Faor many workers, isolated at home and
knowing only what the media ielis them, 1his is
an offer chey find hard to refuss, And the
company haz inserb=d a final sentemcs in il
patement which aims to divide those who wanl
to fight andd those who wand o i@ke the money,

I o, BRE waomy ol THAT, Clneg| 117 st j.'f'!
F"-'-""d- " h‘: Blac ket | D e ladgq  semrkere 4

“This package', insists Levlapd ‘can mean wery
substantial pnyments 1o those who we have (o
declare reundant, We con only ofler hs
package if the ransfer of the moded 12 done
smoolhly and we will be ralking atonce with the
union o cew &nd achieve this',

The response from the siewards' leadership
o these carros and stick tactics has been wseless,
The convenor Dave Thomps wsed o head the
shop stewards commitbes al the nearby Garston
bottle company wunlyl that closed down. Ever
since Leyland Ssaed redundancy notices he has
said nothing abowl ow e workers were going
to delend pobs. His opposite mumber o the
ALEW, Michael Everetl sasd “We are lrying to
wse gphercs of influeace rather than alk aboot
hestilities which people in those areas frown
upen’

CONTROL

Among those ‘spheres of influence” & the
Leyland combineshop slewards conmpriiee and
the Labour MPs on Merseyside. Hotly grolps
have shown very guickly thelr dislike of
‘hostilitdes’, A mecting of the combine
cmocutive field 3 days after the closures wers
announced agrosd o orpaniss 8 weskly vy,
while vice-chairpersen Eddie MeGarry said no
work =mould be mocepied at the Canley plant
unless the Speke workers agres, In other words
they will sil around and wait unlil there are no
wirkiers lefl &l Speke and Chen ascept the
tramsler ol the TRT (o Covealry

The  Labour - MPs  have been  equally
paralyeed. Lefi MFP Eddie Loyden, in whose
conssiheeney Speke lies, snid *Weinlenad Lo meel
the Leyland management and seek Trom them
the evidence they lave about the correciness of
thig decision. AL the moment we are far from
canvineed that the closare of Speke will solve
Leyland’s problems®. Suppose bt did. Would
Loyden then be bappy with the closure?

teither he nor the leadership of the shop
stewards commitkss have an answer tn Leyland,
wha can  claim in  terms  of  capitalist
profitebility; that someé Leyland planis meed
closing. Figures issoed by Leyland tell how the
TRT just haven'L iaken olf.

Al Tull produection e capachy of the
oumber 2 plant s 100,00 cars per vear, In 15973
the target set was 17,530 of which only 65 per
cent were made. [o 1976 the tarper was 38,020
of wiich 80 per ceni were made, in §977 when o
double shift was iniroduced 43 A1) was the
tnrget nndd anly 33 per cent were made. Thus in
the first thres vears only 68,510 cars were made
oul @l the targer of B8 400, However oody
fel 250 hawve been sodd so far. After fous months
of total stoppape thers are atill 4,000 unaold
TR in compowmds Band  showrooms.,

A bozal radio starion news reporter wha weni
toAmeTica, where 80 per cent of all TRs are
sold, has deseribed the sitwation: ' Accordine o
mitor industey sounces here Lhe TRT slory is
witlwout precedent. Here's a car which caprured
thee imnapinarbon of Armerica bar which was Jeft
at the starming goe by irs [talian apd fapapese
rivitls, Twice Leyiand recalled all the cars thar
wers sold hecause of minor foults in design. On
top of that had workmanship irrilated the
IMErEasing  COMSUmMEr * CONsCious  Admerican.
Meither faclor represeniad major setbacks but
taken Logether with the erratic supply of cars
thanydid,’

Ihis ealses the imponant guestion that shop
stewarids need {0 face in planniog a fipbt back to
the closures, The TRY is pot selling becawse of
esizn faalis and management’s refusal o
extend the rangs where thers is demand (soft
Lliops and four sealers). Mhchael Edwardes is
AUCCIPILNE 1D stecamline laid so that it anly
producss five or six models. Thiz means old
midzls and enproficnble oew ones will go — the
[rlomits, MG and TRY. Te oppose Edwardes
plan implies that the workers at Speke and
thrmeghiiul LI.'{|HJI|’J el Lo he thinking of an
alleriaive workers” plan.
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IF THE SPERE plani is closed over
3,000 workers will join the Merseyside
dole guene, boosting unemploymeni
in the area from 11.5 to 12 per cent.
The fulure can only look grim unless &
major fighiback s launched by the
labour movement.

Eecenily theve has been a spate of dispuies
BENInS. mAnning lesels amd speed wps which
bave all resalied in job logses:

*The pew teaching hospital is due o he
completad o Lhe spring and. without any new
majar $art Over 1 MEF construction workers
tase the dabe.

"The Tate & Lyle supadr relinery  has
groduglly begn rupolng  dewn and  will
eveninnlly ciose jo a dockland arcs where
unempbovment varies from 23 1o 50 per cent.

*Al Birds Fye in Kirkby 456 women
procdluction workers were declired redundant

while they were laid of [ from & shrike involdng
1M} fitters, The contpaoy has sertled with the
fitbers but gee now making acceptanos of the
redundancies, plus nine metsianding points on
productivisy conditional For a retorn o work,

=t of Boandllion males al bus podies 3 Yol
wrill iz léss s workere.

The It oould go oo pnd an, bur the picrare s
<lear. Raticnalisations and reduntanciss are
going ghead full stenm on Merseyside, and
resisrancs oo them isvery uneven. Tradicdonally
well organised secrions, like the docks and the
Ford Halewnnd planl have halh won resint
sirikes over produchvicy amd manning. 11 s al
the smaller plones where the pitacks are meeting
SLECESS,

And very little i comdng Jio tooreplace the Joss
jorbs. Metal Box opened & major new plant in
Lpeke recently which emplovs 30 peopls,
Liuimess has juar dooe the same, The drend is for
increasingly.  capital  intensive  investmeEnt,

[ suwzh nosituatiom the demand For work
sharing wirth no loss of pay is the only one which
=an  wmite employpsd  and - wnemployed
tThroughout ~every  indusiery o Mersevside
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Waiting
for God

AFPART FROM the nsual aitacks on
strikers two other angles have been
presented to the gossip merchants of
Fleet Street. When they heard (hat
one of the women was organising a
petition to stop the Speke strike
visions of Mrs Miller from Cowley
sprang to mind,

The woman in Speke™s case 1§ Mauaresn
Crooks who organised o bbby of parlismen:
with seven ather strikers” wives. Baf try as they
might the media could not maks her come cul
and demmence wEEiOns.

COirLhe day of Lheir lobbry she said: "We wail
dhe union o make the sdrike official with e
TUC and we wani the government o Ll us
where 1his Faciory siands.”

She wasn't a supparier of the stike as such
For hee, making the strike officeal mean!
bringing bn the Full fme officials 1o cook up a
desl, Thus when ithe clesure plans  were

anpouneed she immedintely called for o return

b wark.

The press selzed on this: *Wives' beader calls
{or end of sirike’, was one headline. Whar they
didn'y say was that she |lead nobady, This was
evideni when Mameen Cooks called for wives
to-lobby the mass meeting, Mo-one Llarned ikp.

The other story. picked on by the press —
ingluding the Morning Sler — was Cathols
Archhishop Derek  Warlock. . Hiz  divipe
interverlion came (wa days before the mass
meeting. He declered his moral suppedt for the
camnpaign 1o save the fadtory — as long as the
sirikers eeturned 1o wark.

The Siar gave promiment  space o his
leadership, perhaps snggesiing that if Ceoxd 18 on
youur s&de jobs will drop from heaven.,

However the resl cherry in the pie caime fron
the Liverpoo] Daily Post on the day of the mass
meeting. i+ froml page featured a ranting
worker who had guit doring the sirike,

His name was Frank Callaghan and he wroge:
“The shop floor & rife with cagsss of
communism, Workers Revolutsonary Parly,
Socialist Workers; the pamphiels of Big Flame
abound. The produciion of the TR and otber
ciry are only secondary o these circles of
warkers;

“They areu guiless lod, 10 lakes a brave man &
appuose the political causes or e power of the
umiims. The shop siewards are a cog in @ big
wheel: ey take thew orders Ffrom above',

I has not vel Been established whesher this
sy Callaglan b3 a relation of you-know-whio,
teal Lhee sapns are Lthere.

Corti goes to the courts

Behind the Cowley

witch-hun

THE TRIAL began omn Monday of 11
Transport  amd  General Workems  Llmion
mililants 5l Leylond's Cawley plant. The trial
terk the form of Cdisciplinarsy®  hearkngs
pverseen by the nationsl leadership of the
TLWLL, I

FredpciaMy, an atiempt by one of (he 11 —
Frank Cortl — to pet 8 High Counl injfunction
1 siop the irials failed the day the hearings
mepan, Bal as HOHHNY HAINE eepores, the
eleven's real sircagih lies In their rank ond file
support,

I - Marel 4974, the JSSC  |laonched a
campaign for Levland 1o open the compaiy
bwrks, Parsons "dissociated hamsell from the
request”. Later that vear Lexland Baunched &
‘qonlity offepsive’ on the Pringess lTme, We
1SE0 conntered by proving that poor material
rather Lhan workers was responsible for low
standards nnd orparissd & fighthick . This led
Io-a jnint manngement union enguiry. which
cleared the workers.

In DNecember, 14975, Parsons was elecied
Senior Stewnrd, Thornett and Cord o were
elected chairpersan and secredany ol The TUWLU
55200 hranch, wiich covers  the Cowley
asscmily plant

Six months later the baitle lines were
hecoming clepr. In Aprl 1976, Fack  Jones
apgolnted Lhnid  Buckle ‘sopremn’ of 1he
Cioadey Assembly Planl as well as Body Planl.

In Mapy, Thornets was slected chair person ol
the J538C. The very nexi month, Buckle-and
Parsons  arbitrarily. declared the 155C an
‘il Ficiatl body” | timing the declazation with s
company  atalemsent  thar  anvons  found
distributing ‘andlTicidl leafleds® would be
disciplined.

The Hussain case (n August 1976 showed
moee of the character of Buckle, A black
worker was sacked for asking to have his joh
re-timed, and Buckle, then Senior Sieward,
refused 10 suppert him, Siewards began 1o
organise support, ondy to find four of them bad
last their recoenition by the company.

A miss meeling voled [0 suppor the sacked
warker bul Pacsons and Buckle refused to take
Lse case up. In April of the following vear, an
inquiry o the cass by the HRegional
Comnyittee: allzged thad the fowr stewards wers
warking in underminge Lhe authornity of the
senir stewnrd ™.,

Draring 1977, as unicn collaborators wers
working out the disasirous partici pation podics
wilh Leylami management, Buckle attempis ta
reccpanise Lhe structupe of the TGWL at
Cowdey, 0 undecming soppart For che lefl,

In Oetober, an Oxford . Dhistriet Committes
inecting broke up i chaos when chairpersom
Bill Boche simply refused 1o aliow discussion of
variows jirems of business. The commitbes sel up
an “inquire’ to hear charges of dismipting its
messing and of “transmitiing umion business 1o
unaucthorised  persens - throweh  the 5/2493
peport”,

Wiorkers ad Cowley have themselves shown
whazl they think ol this, Om 5 Desemiber, Bob
Fryer, a hefil winger was elected conveoor. Alan
Thorae and Frank Corli, both facing the
disciplimary. charges, were electsd depuries,

Parsons, before {he clection, in o leaflel
destributed ar work benches, said: 'IL appears
o Lhai our electiony are here ggzin, | am like
most of ooy depsties Lthe subject of unsigned
soggy  socialisl  swdll  (really  idenrified s
Trovskvite extremisis) — approdimately X
members and supporiecs work 10 this factory
Their ohiect of course 15 o undesmine the
democratically elocted leadership they disagres
wilh'.

Helost to Fryer by 200 votes.

FIGHTING BACK

‘For 8 nelkeeal  conjarence of  Leyland

slewards, called hﬂ ihe Levland combing

commities Lo lkght the Speke closwre and ke

Edwardes' plan

“Cul hours not jobs -

with mo loss of pay

"Support thosa who demand tha occupation of
k&

"Urnge Liverpool Trades Council 1o g0 Ahead

withite offarof @ one day Liverpool wide strike

and the canvening of & natlonsl solidarity

conference

*Establish support commilisas in every bown

whare thare is & Lagland plant

*ramand Labour M Ps tight the Edwandas” plan

a shiorter warking weak

— Falitical Committans,
Intermational Marxisl Group

Rank and file
paper launched

Alar the Edwardes' meeting, Sonveanars
sald they would mesist piant claswras anc
sompulaary edundancies: Bul [ha ractiaa to
tha Spake aloseres gave litle hope that they
would laad a tight. Ies now clear that any Hght
against the attecks an Layland wokers meana
a fight wiih & leadarship which is taking tha
Enlar on 8 disEEirous righi-wing coursa

In Birmingham & small group of carsorkens
from Longbridge and Rover have got togethar
to lawash a Lévkand Care Charsr. Thiz alma to
enite - all- those prepared o fight  for
Indepandent damoCrelic trade wniong and
sguingl manapemant attacks on - Leyland
workars

Balow we raprint Lthe groposad slatemanl
which |8 suggestad a5 a8 basis of the new
FApET.

The Leyland Cars Charter hos been started by o
sqall growp of shop siewards and shop foor
warkers  at  Hover  Solihuell,  Longbridee,
Osxford, and Covenrry, [ts aim is o light
agalest the rightward tremd of the unions in
Leviand Cars. The lnst fiew yedrs has seen the
develppment of pariicipation in Leyland which
has eanl the surrender of the independence of
the wunioas In fovowr of joint  wmion
managemenl  bodies. whose main sk =
implemmenting managament decisions,

This process reached s worst sage yet when
the Edwardes plan was nnveiiled ar Kenilworth,
when unions and manozement logether voled
on & manngement proposal Tor massive job
Ingses and redundancies,

Clir first position is therefore: for e
independence of Uhe irade nnions in Loylamd,
el purlicipation mow.

Management®s proposals for Legland mean
anywhere hetwsen J0OH) apd 300KA0 jobs
gnne, The mulliplier effect of this in fhe
componenis industry means peasibly 100,000
1ar 150 0M00 foba. Leland Charter savs we must
fighi s pdan. .

The workers are nod responsibile for the £isEis
i Leviend. We aret nol responsible for
over-production in thé wordd car indastey. e
are not responsible for shrinkisg markets. Bui
we pre expected Lo pay for this situation with
decliming living standards, harder work, sind
unempayTEnl

W sidy: ne (o redmedancies, so to job los,
Fighi ihe Edscandes pham.

o the past fow veacs management hik made
big steides  towards  the centralisstion of
Leviand Cars, The most recent mawe 1o Lhis has
he=n im the field of pay barpaining. Bug it has
abso pocurred  via - participatien mnd  such
mentingsas lar ar Kenilworth,

In the courae of this lending union bodics
have become more and more remote from the
shop floor, For example, the Jodnt Megatiating
Commities ser up after Use ballo is net directly
answerahle 1o any single body of Leyland
wiorkers, 5o it fesds free [0 reach agreements oo
the Security o Earogs plan, which has
already been rejecied by the membership-

W snyv: defend trade unkon demeoracy . All
commiiiees 1o be peaponstbie 10 muxs meetings
anl shop siewards bodies, nnd Lo e sabject to
munduie and recall.

To achicve these policies Levland Charter
aims po build a broad alliance of (cade uaion
aepivists  thropghout  Leviand Cars,  The
Charter’s function will be o flebt for union
demiperaay, amd  organise  systematically
through  union - bramclés, shop. - stewards
committess and mass nectings for the pokoies
ke pancs s oper YO RLND seel |

= piuper i o 0 Are T i
the spineless L‘mﬁ.gll:i- being Followed by the
wnicn leadersnip, and who are pr'l-"fa-"ﬂd_m Fighit
foor trade unlon democracy, and aghinst che
altacks on Levinnd workers.

I'lag uniens in Leyrland have become based an
ne Cors Dhivision as & whole, [othis preces:
ey have become e demogratic smd more
remate. 1L is essentlal o provids @ response
thrieghoul Uee Carg Division, Charber ains Lo
sei up Charter groups in evers it plait,
fighting ‘0B 4 common  prograsme  of
democrasy and defence of Levlansd workers:
‘Whan union leadar: voted at EKenilworn to
acoegi the Edwardas” alan with 15 propogals
for 20,000 1o 30,000 jobe lost In Leyland alane
Inay conlipueed - the - policy o1 [ puiieng
managemant gemands before the members’
Interasis. Since the Ayder Aapor the unlons
hayve becoma an amn of managamant: boosing
productian,  sccapting speod-ups, - and
ggreeing  with Labour's incomes patioy.
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Intemational Appeal launched

Thedemand grows:

put Britain on trial

The London-based planning committes ol

the

International Tribunal on British Crimes in Ireland
this weak launch an inlemational appeal for support
for the tribungl. The appesl is made at 8 time whan
support for the tribunal s growing: Herbart Marcuse
and Jean Paul Sarlre are the latesl fo give their

Euc:ia-liﬁl Chellenge meprints the inlemational
upg:ll. It can be used to mobllise backing for the
tribumal not just internationally but In student

unions, ftrade wnion

branches and slsewhans,

glthough specific appeals for these areas are slso

being prepared.

THE TRIBUNAL'S
SPONSORS INCLUDE;

Simene de Bewuvoir

Angeln Dhavis
Lord Anthony Gifford
Herbern Morromee

Jenn Pail Sacre
In Ireland:

ihr Mogl Browne — member of
Irish parliament

Cwvril Cusack — sctor
'rfirﬁile[l:‘l DAy — play-
wright

Fr Denis Faul priest, civil
libertics campatgner

Fhil Flyvan — deputy geieral
sECTetnry, Local Ceoveriimenl

and Public Services - Undon
Tomas Macanna — artisiic
director, ~ Ahbbey [heaire,

Duahlin,

SRS, .
Remnadette MeAliskey  |Dey-
lim] — former member, Briush

FParliamens

Eddie MeAteer —  former
lesdier of the oppesition in M
irgland parlimment

Mait  Merrigan diserict

secpetary, Amalgamated Tran-
spart . and Creneral Waorkers
Linjon

Prate. CHRIZ DAVIEE

COOKBOH |Soalelal Challinga]

i

Ef
a o

Jobm  Mulcehy eglitor,
Hibernlu, Irish weskly maga-
Filald

Michael Mullen generml
secretary, Irish Transpost and
General Workers Lndon

r
professor of. political scienee,
Trimity College, former mem-

David  Thombey

Ber of Irish  and
parhaments
Assaciation of Legoal Justice,
el fust

Mutiomnl - Executlive, Irizh
Imimsport nnd Ceemeral Wack
ers Llnison

Esrapean

In Britain:

Moureen Colgohoon MP
Mick Kelly MP
Artiiir Lt ham M

Tom Litterick MFP

Please acldress all correspondence to

International COificer

Committee for the International Tribunal

182 Upper Street

Londan M1
Britain

Shortly after the judgement of the Evropean Court of Human Rights in Strashourg on
Jamuary 18, 1978 which found Britain guilty of coniravening Article 3 of the European
Human Rights Convention by subjecting internees in Moritbern [reland o inhuman and
degrading treatment, the appeal for a Tribunal was launched at & press conference in the
House of Commons in London, in mid-Fanoary 1978,

Although the British Attorney Geoeral, Sam Silkin had given assurance ai the Buropean
Court m Febroary, 1977 that such practices had been discontinued and would not be
répeisted, there are still an alarming number of reporis of fortere, brotaliey and violadon of
the most elementary human rights by the British security forces in Morthern Irefand,

W list below & very limited number of these reports:

&) The case of Leo Noroey, aged 17 shot dead by the British soldiers near his home by Belfas
in 1975; The British Army cluimed that he was a gonman, In May 1977 the Morthern Treland
]_-lig;_t‘gun;ﬁu.:liwl-_f guashed that ¢laim by awarding hiz mother £3.000 in compenzation
fior his death.

b} On March 13, 1977, the London newspaper, the Sunday Times, carried & report on “The ._

Army’s seoret war in Northern Treland’, The arficle reporied that §) The Brigish Army were
msed in Morthern [reland o set off explosions merely (o dizcrecit the IRA in November 1974,
o} Prisoners were planted with evidence including ammunition, i) Stetistics were Falsified b
the Army,

¢ Recent Reports of the Use of Torture:

Members of the Police Surgeons’ Associanion — dociors emploved by the Royval Ulster
Constabulary — have recently protested at the hrooial remoment of persons undergoing
mterrogaton. They have moved to make public the contente of their case-bocks,

d} The Prevention of Terrorism Act in’ Britain;

Much concern bas been aroused by the operation in England and Ireland of the Prevention
of Terrorism {(Temporary Provisions) Aci, first introduced in November 1974,
ang revised in 1976, Owver 3000 men and women have been arresied under the Act, and over
Kk deporied withoul charge or trial.

WHY AN INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL ON BRITAIN'S PRESENCE IN IRELANDY
As the above cases demonstrate, we believe that exercize of military, judicial and palitical
conintrn] i the northeérn Six Counties ol Ireland has disturbing implications for civil and
human rights — in Britain as well as in Ireland, We consider that information so far
available makes an open invesfizgation inlo many aspects of the Briish presence and its
repercussions not anly advisable, buot necessary.

[t is necessary for the British people because ithe governimenl, acls in Lheir name —
iherefore they have the fight to know precisely how itOperates,

It is mecessary in the international sphere because the world community has an absoline
right to satisfy itself that there is no loriure, intimidation, discrimination, or denial of
human rights in any shape or form az a esule of Britain®s presence in Ireland.

[ iz necessary also because of the apparent absence of any determination on the pact of the
respansible puthorities fo deal with allegations of abuse of power.

It s hoped that such an enguiry will concern itself with:

* The role and activities of the British Army, and the British security forees in Northern
Ireland — the Roval Ulsier Constabulary and the Ulster Defence Regiment,

* Allegations of toriure at interrogation centres, and allepations of abuse and assault an Irish
priconers in British, including English, jails,

* The aperation of no-jury éourts in Morthern Irekind.,

* The operation of the Morthern Irefand (Emergency’ Provisions) wod the Prevention: of
lerrorism { emporary Provisions) Act:

* Charges of dizcrimination in many fields levelled ar the Morthern Lreland anthorities.

* The treatment ol Irish priscoers in the Maze Prison {Long Kesh), Armigh Women's Prison
and orher jails.

* The question ol freedom of speech und freedom of the press. s the Government's
influence being used (o censor (he fow of information and ideas?

THE FORM OF THE TRIBUMAL

Becavse it is the right and doty of the British people 1o uphold human rights and call for thel;
own government o account in the event of any violations, the International Trikunal on
Britain’s Presence in ireland will hold iis major sesions before the largest and most
representative possible body of delegates elected from trade unions and other bona fide
labowr movemend ofganisalions, aciing as jurars,

Becavse iv s the right of the world community oo moniter the development of a conflict
such as thar centring on Brifain’s presence in Ireland, the ‘jury® will be joined by o punel of
fgures of international repute, selected from the growing liscs of sponsars of the Tribunal, 1o
review the evidence in Its various Torms.

The evidence will be taken from all relevant sources, reparding all relevant guestions, in
the form of spoken and written testimony, film, slides and photographs. Those invited 1o

make submissions will include both expert and lay witnesses, commentators, legal, medical [

and scientific professionals with relevant experience, The Committee for the International
Tribunal iz also issuing an invitation to Mr. Mason, and Mi~ Merlyn Rees, Home Secretary,
Lo appear of 10 appoint representalives to appear, or to make submigions (o the Tribonal.

| wm appealing on behalf of the London-based Cammittes for support from vou ar your
orgamsaton for ths important initiagve. We feel that internationul support can play
a kev role in broadening support for the Tribunal and strengthening its suthority. In
appealing l'or this support we would like you or your organisation to publicise the Tribunal
I your own country, In particular there are a oumbser -of steps which can be taken right
away, in addition o others over the course of this vear,

1. Add your name [oF The name of your organisstion] to the list of sponsors of the Tribunal.
2. Campaign far participation in the Tribunal from the widesi spectrum of politicsl. rade
union, cultoral, legal, academic individuals snd organlsations in your conmiry.

3. Help finance the Tribunal, The cost of collecting evidence, bringing infernutional judges
tir Lomdon, erganising delegations o Ireland and hosting and pobiicisng the Trilmnal will be
high. Any financial help yon can give direcily, or organise in your country will be greaily
apprecisted. Donaations should be made by Infemstional Money Order where possibie amid
made ouf to The Internutional Tribunal.

Chagir {ire
Ingerpationil OFficer

Phain: SETER HARUAE | apoed)|

Jianm Muvnard MP
William Wilsun MP
John  Arden

playwright

Pai  Arrowsmith
CAMPAig T

il e i

Pheoidn: G, M. COOREON [Bocmalist ChaSandga]

Feler Hpin — anri-aparthesd
|.':||n|'|:|'.|.'7|:'r

FAE
Edward Baood — pravwright
Kalph Milibund — professor of
pohtics,  Leeds Lindversiry

sheilu Rowbnithom — jeminis
wriler

Phato: JOHN STURROCE {Rapart|

Execolive, Metivenal Tlninn of
SumbeTids

Trades Coumch
Bamerace  and Wandaworth,
Barmet, Cnt'iflltr_l.', Crowvdan,
Greenwich,  Hackney, Lam-
beth, Br Albana, Siepoey and
Bethnal  Green,  Tameside.
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Women’s
day rally

THERE WILL be & chanee for
wikien leoim ol over the world
1o gel lozether ol & rafly to
celebrale  Imfernational  Woe-
neent s Diay oo 8 March
Purticipating will br Wesi
Iondinn, Axien pod Irjsh women;

wisimen from  Afrca, Latin
America and lrund  Bridsh
wirimen  will e repeesenimg

viflon s aspecds of thels sirnpele

I e will e sopps, speeches,
dances, drema, poetry, dis-
Muvs, pngl hosoksinlls, A creche
will e wyvuslable

The orgenésers hope thni the
evening will kelp 10 laasch mn
inlermulbosnsl Lribeinnal in
repression sgainst women, This
com  help bwibd  Hoks ' with
women sroand the world,
luumch mass acrion insappar of
winmen s sirnpgles inleraolfon-
mlly

The rally is ol the Londoa
Schonl «»f Ecopomcs, (Hd
Theaire, Weozhive Street,
Lapnalom WEZ o Wedinesday H
Muirch al Tpan.

ANGRY Amarican

miners demonsirate  wl
hoadguarters In profest #1 fheir preskdent's

thalr unicn
agreament 1o &

compremise with the coal bosses ovar safety provisions. Thai
c rom e was roundly refected by the mambers, whoss threa

monih strike coniinues.

This weak minars will be balloted an another compromiss pol
{orward after negotialions with the Carter Adminisiration. The
resll I8 still unciear but It is Hksly thal ihe desal will sgain be

thrown aul.

THE Latin American
Women's roop  in
london  explains iz

support for Inlerasiloas
Wiomen's Day.

Understanding ~ the  differsnt
Igrrins ol aEien SOppresson m
dilferent paris of the wogld i
the onfy way o help  us
inderstund omr own OPPLCE-
sicin

The gemeril  proobems  of
WEEN s GRprE ko BC BESCA-
vized v impecialiat donyimation
and seoidmile PACHwE
the eoloatal and semi-colonial
worid

Evers the lmired  facilicees
WO gy WHTEEN in SOmIE
ireralist ConmiTeer Are nd
avatleble. Stractural anemploy
ment goes hand in hard with 8
large mumber of women (0
diomesiic servese, with the most
sringent [imilations on iher
persomal freedom:

Family planning P
grammes are pot zimed (o help
women comtral theireran bodies
pul o controb  popualation
prowih when social order seems
1 be threatensd. Mevertleless
TROTE W{nen oW go our 1
work which brings them into
contact with ather sirugpies.

The masses in Latin Amerka
are still reeling from a series ol
defeais, particularly by the
military dictalorships of the
Bouthern Cong.  Huat  women
huve been expicially active in
wilidarity strogebes and in 1he
candpaigns  in defepce ol
polinical prisoners.

In Argentinag M) wamen
recendly demonsiralad i
demnand the retern of relatives
who had been snoiched away
and ot seen since.

Under review

An introduction to

ARTHUR STEWART reviews From Class Society to
Communism, the latest book by Emest Mandel.

This volame is a mmich
necded contribution L socwabis
brerature. in. Poglish — . a
readnble outline of the asain
jdene of Marism  from &
Tredskyist paint of view, It is
hased on |5 years experienoe of
educaling vouwlg milisants in
Marxisl theory.

sandel's method of presen-
Laticm 5 quite new, Rather than
begiiunang with-an expesition nf
ik philcsophical  Basis  of
Marcism, marerindist diabectics,
tlandsl scarts Trom the readily
veTifiahle el ol class
mecquglity. .

He explmns the origing af
claws divicded wocsety and the
emergence ol v SLAtE AE A0
imstilution  which maintains,
beth By [oree and ideological
iatepraricn, the subordination
of the producing classes 1o the
EXPIMTErS.

lo five shor chaplers the
ook explains the development
of capitnlism from its earbiest
app:u;nn;ﬁl:—;Tnun:llunl-.’:a;.ul.al
up i ihe presenlmanogcdy and
imparialist  siage. Mandel
maintains  that srabe  infer-
wveniion in the econoniy Gannod
overcome the contradictions of
the - capdtalist system  which
resull in periodic crises o
awerproduction,

He criticises the ides that
capltalistn  has been brans
formed by
Tevaiution®,

the  ‘monagerial
Although

the

monopely capitalists delegare
many of their  powens o
managers they sl make the
final decisions om  the key
mueestions of accumulation pnd
invesiomend.

To salepuard the manopol
ists' profis the [nievesis of
small shareholdders are readily
sacrificed.

Independence of most of the
Tormmeet colonial countries doss
nax- macan the end of imperialis
deanlnation. The mechanisaes
of ‘neo-colpninkism® bind Lhe
Impoverished masses of Lhe
‘underdeveliped’ world 1o the
imperiatist system. The mliog
classes of these couniries are
unabde 1o lead a way out of this
subordinate position

Mandel cxplnin: the limital
jom on the democratic righls ol
the masses ewen in the oioal
democratic capitalist  demo
gracies. For Marsists demo-
cragt is omly one Torm of the
capilalist state,

Threatened by  economic
crisiv and ihe demapnds of the
working class, the bourgeoisie
mves  owards repreasion to
the extent of millirary govern-
meil or Fascdsm. Hence the
dermosratie righis of the masses

are’ mever secure while the
bourpiciale rales.
Mandel conrends that a

workess gtace based on elecied
and recallnble workers councils
would be mere democratks for

| | d
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the masses  Lhan I:!1r miid
demacratic  Dourgeols  salbd

Revolutionaries have Lo siress
the democratic aspect of thelr
iz, pariicularhy inview of the
disasrous experience of Stalin-
15411,

{rther chaplers deal with the
dgeveippmenl ol the workers
movement - and  the  divisions
within  it, . the Russian
Revalutien, the class nature o
the Sdavier siate, the develop-
mient and tlie Crisis of Salinismn
and the lowsdations of the
Ernarth Isnernational .

Thetheoretical and historical
hackgrowsd leads to discussion
of the lask of revoluiionacies
ioday — how 1o link Lheic
wiacialisl aims o the . mass
FHVECNETIL .

The capitalists are adepe at
taking awsy with one hand

A

The plight of Latin

American women

-t =t

-

ARGENTINIAN polica, This ia whal women iy the Sauthem Gona of Latin Americas fave 70 conisng

with,

After B recent miners’ strike
im Botivin, wives and friends of
the: miners, wiho had been uczive
in seliderity, were joined by
pther women workers in a
huneer sirike w démand the
redeass ol all poditecal prisaqers.
The mililary govermment was
forcodiogivein

The dictatorships respond by
an cipecially severe repression
of women. Horrificaccounts of
sex il rormrs are only the thpaf

un Goeberg inoa society whers
women suffer 8 dowble
capdoitation ond oppression,

We wanl 1o sieeas  [he
significance which  active
solidarty from feminlst move-
meends in Eorope can have foe
small byt important women's
struggles in Latin America, We
fee!l that the Internndional

Women™s Tribonnl, propossd
al the Interpational Women’s

pmference in Paris in Oetaher
1977 je-a practical way of
cErrying this out,

Lt was also proposed that an
laternationnl Women's Com-
mission showld be sel up o
irvestignte e comditions ool
women prisoners and aflegs-
tions of mape and toriore o
prisons,  We should wazk o
have b May declared a5 8n
International  Day - against
Kepression,

what tney have besn forced 1o
copopde  with another. 'Ta
bregk chis wicious circle”, writes
Mandsl, 'the masess mil s

won o the adoption  af
transitioo]  demands as  the
ahjectives - of - thea  poesmt

sirupgles — - demands whose
realisation becomes more and
mofe incompatible with the
normal  functioning of the
capitalist ecopomy and the
beuirpeois state,”

The united fromdt (the ‘class
apainst closs’ front) is the wy
the woarkers cam mave forwird
a5 8 class,

Bevolutioparies s==k o
inwadveall the organisalions of
the working class in the united
fromt o strengthen the [lghtiog
capacity of the workers and
prowide an apportwnity for the
waorkers - [0 eompare | the
propasals of the - peolutbon-
arlea . and - of - cheir © cliss-
collaboracionist lenders,

The unit=l Front is based b
working luss demands which
are oppised to the nferests of
the hourgeoizie.  This  ia
comirasted with the popular
fromt, which aims to unite the
workess  movemenr  with - a
section of the capitalist class —
the so-callad — ‘promressive
baowr geakia',

Inevitably, thic must he ona
t:mn.rmmc pocepdable to his
OULEsHs - secrar, - shordinad-
ing the needs of the warking
class 1o the interssts ol capital,
Mandeal explains. whi 6l
impossible for the working

Mar

clask 1o orrive spontanconshy ar
revolulionary conchusions and
io work out the gtrategy and
tpciscs necessary  for Lhe
owerthrow of bourgeoss- tube.

Only & revolutionary  ¥an-
grard parry con assimilane the
lesgoms of the past and translate
them indg & progiamme of
prictical action io puide the
mnsses [owards revolution,

The vanpguard parcy cannoc
make a revilutben on behalf of
the moesses, bul without @
vaneuard parry the spontan-
eozs acticns of the masses will
nit be channelled 1owards the
wejcire of power.

The chapter on clasaless
socisty cutlines how & sociaty
pased op increpsing abundance
will sliminate the inegealicles of
the posi, end the divigion
beiweeen mental -and  mansoal
labomir bnd - give e foon
cilpation  where  wark - will
become @i cxpression  of
humasn creativiey and indivi-
duality rather  than  an
albenaring burden.

Daly:afier this exposition. of
the onigin,  evoelulion  aod
histopic  desciny - of  clasa-
divided society does handed
turn  to the  philogophical
unclerpimping  of - Marxism,
malerialist dialectlcs.

A volome of this size which
arcempds to- pover s0  madch
bigtorical  and  theorerical
material can only preset A
highly eondensed secount of
bdmrxist theory.

The suggestions for further

reading should help readess 12
follow wp and amplify whai
thex have learned

COme of the main meTits of
this bk i that it provides a

handy framework for collecrive

sy and discussion by gronps
nf socialiseg,

(e ajor weakness i Lhe
failure to Bring out the rale of
the family in the ongin dnd
development of £lass society.

The locreasing combalivity
ol womenover che past decade,
tleeir arrempds b chaoge thels
sigbordinare staws o sockety
and the grwth ol & women's

liberation  masvemnenl,  have
ctimmalaced  inderess im the
historical  raazs of - the

oppression of women as wellas
o qquest [or a coferent gimxbegy
towin Libergtlon.

Marxiam hasmich toosay on
lhee  Qoesiions, . even ol
hMarzisg do Cnot have 8
upAnimoEs  epimon, - The

faifure of the book o take gp%s

this aspect of Maixizt theory
can | onby  be'eBuss” for
dissatisfaction with whar
otherwise an excellent inrroe-
cluctiom 1 revolutiomary poli
1.

*From Class  Soclety 1o
Communism. An ieeduciion
t Mlarxism. Translated Froam
French by Louvim Sadler, Iok
Links £1.55,

The book & avallabic from The
(rifer Bookshop, 328 Upper
Street, London ™1, post iree for
all irdiers in ibe next Pwo weeks,

aan
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Nationalisation and the French elections

- Tweedledum and Tweedledee

Different silliudes towards nationalisation were ot (he
cemire of the breakdown of the Union of the Left over
the redrafting of the 1972 Common Programme,
write RIC SISSONS and PAM HURST.

Ceorges: Marchaiz, leader of
the Communisi Party (PCF),
claimed that this separuted
thisse fevounng ‘real ‘change®

- Eand those who hist wanisd fo

‘manmge the crisis”,

Al this was posluring. NO
haaic differences separnied the
e parties on this sue. Both

mooepd  the Common  Fro-
gramme’s  demand lor  the
nationalmaton of ooly Gi6e

major companies. B por cent
af indusiris!l prodoetion would
alid] remiiinin private hands
The ‘dispuce is over how
many of the nine's anbsidiaries
wnu]d ke iJu.Jud-a'-' Accnrd'n.g
o the PCF. “scéentific criteria’
|n 1572 inslicased 1450, On 13
Sepiember sl yenr Marchais
considered 1 o b  10OH.

COMPROMISE

A week later, sull applyving
e game “schendific” standards
the - lesder of the PCF hod
reduced the number to 78]

Meanwhile, in the intesesis
of compromize, the Sociabls
Party (F5) had increased I8
figure from 69.to 250, The gap
had narrodwed (o such an Sxiem
8 to only iaclede 150,000
wii kers or less than O, 2 per cent
of ail Frenah firms.

Meisher the PCF nor PS see
thelr policies of nationelisation
i opening the path Lo
soinlism, In May 1977 the PCF
declared - that 'demaer@ic

natinnulizatiais”  were  nece-

mary 16 'weilipn the monopo-
“dremtn ke

lies and Hhos"

conditions 1o pull the comniry
ot of the crisis; to provide the
democratic authorities wath a
mindern efficiend ool Lo Atl&n
the eppmomic and | social
obectives ol (e  Common
Frogramemse;.. . n order 1]
saiablish democratic manag:-
ment.”

Meither 35 the - capitalsd
market to be challengsl
overthrown. The mewly nation-
afissd nipe and their  sobsEid-
ikries mre Lo coexist with the
capilahkist market

The P5 arguss the natbonal-
ised  secior  shouald  operate
according to the same criteria
as the private sector, while the
PCF comsiders the markel
‘lrrepiacable” t©o0  mAInIn
wrn‘.:.' and demnand.

¥ithoor all the key sectors of
the ezonomy being nationalized
the mine will remain @ the
merey of the market, Without
the governmenl  conlrolling
foretgn  trade  the - French
economy would [all foual of the
wiorld Eapaiadisr SCnnomy

For exampie the Fremnch
motor indwstry is dominmed by
ihree giaots. While Rensult has
been in siate hands since 1945,
Peugeot-Cliroen and Chrysler-
Simeca arein privase hands, and
are nol amang Lhe moe 15580
for nationalisiiion.

The PLF hasat varbous tlmes
called for the inclusion of
Peugeot-Ciireon bui now does

not, Howsver if the motor
indusiry  was o0 be  stale
influenced  why does . the

Common Programme Lkke no

aftitude o the COMPneTis
suppliers, such @ Feradod

Whas plans de they lave for
the reorganisation ol the
imduastry - in terms of pricing,
range of models and gquanticy?
How do Lhey propose tocontrol
the other multinarional car

oducers who sell in France?

one of these questions i
tackled.

Medther the PCF nor P
wanis the unfortunale Ao L0
g0 away emply  handed, All
nalionialised Firme =il be
compensiied,

Marchas' purry  estimates

MARCHAIS: ready to lower e nationalisation stakesin he intarests of compromise,

compensarion would opst 3
Bflbon francs a vear for the next

I3 wears, Mitterrand is morTe
generoizs, ‘He advocaled 7
billion!

Hoth pasties advance worker
participation schemes 10 ron
the nie companies: These
would be on two lewels, Firsthy
adminisrrative counells, com-
pased of ome chird workess,
atace  Tepresenfatives,  and
consumers. These would elect
the director &nd (op mansge-
mend,

«Secondly, fhiere " Wallkd e
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which
wold discuss the plun for the
factory and working  condit-
ions, bt would anly have the

factory  commitiess

right o wvele  decuzond  Ob
hygiene and ractory conditions

Thiére would be no gLarantes
of employment and levels of
productivity must match those
af the priveie secrors.

A governmenl &cling in -the
ctteresis of the working class
would sactbonaise all the key
sociors  of  the economy,
withoul somipensation, Wiihin
thePactones, coenails would be

exablished,  composed  of
celegaies  representing the
woarkers, wha  would  he
accounlahli= and. recallabhle fo

regulas mass meelings

All information would be
available to the workFarce, [Lis
these couwncls  that would
dictate wark condithons and
plan future work. To make Lhm
@ real democracy the warking
wesk would be drastically cut,

Mationally there would bea
plan far the ECONCTHY,
tormiulated thrguegh the oenira-
B Factary dntherls.

Divisions in the French ‘majority’

Right up the creek

Gilles Giscomin reporis
of the righn wing.

THE USION of the Lefi may
have broken uwp but the hoses
are  sifll jirtery abouwi  the
ekertion resuall. One symplom:
ibe price of gold n the Paris
marked has shod wp because of
pumnic boying.

‘Favourife parchases,” nc-
cording bo Tome, mdnde “oome-
Imgols |[werth 55,78,
which [t mieely  under
madireases, and the sock-sired
2861 MNapoleom d'Or and 546
demb-Napoleon coims.”

For the past month opinion
polls haweshown a left lead of
arogngd 51 per cent (o 44 per
cent. A more  recenl  poll
showed a wider gap: 5% Lo 44
per oenil,

Tha rLghI:s fallure. o cake

uehvantage of the Iefi split s a
reslt of is own polarisacion
betoegen  Jaogues | Chirac's

Cxanllist Rally for the Republic
(KPR ) and the recently formed
Dnion For French Democracy,
g bos of Ghicard d'bBstacig™s
Indepenient Republicans, the

SapCeniriets - and the  Radicals,

DISSOLVE

The  Cescard-Chirae  splll
erapied o March 1976 alser
TR 0L gakies in the cantonnk
elections, Chirae, then Prime
Minister, urged Guisgard  th
disgolve the Mational Assembiv
aod  call - oearly  electisns,
Tersoming thal things would gel
worse betope they got better and
that e was on the baft"s side,

Uascard disagreed and Chirs
ar reshpned.  Bur thar actizal
dispune masked B more general
division within the ruling class

from Poeris on the erisis

s 1o how £0 deald weth the rising
support  for the . relormist
workers' parties.

The Chiscard lendency wan-
tedda copitruet a liker Br' BECLY
thit could *extend 8 hand” o
the Spciatists (P51, The aim was
ta group the ‘centre’ and i1y o
erode PS5 eleciornl suppont by
minor, cheap reforms =
fowering the woling age.

tiberalising - the aboron and
divorce laws and 50 0B,
Ultimaiely, 4f the Caullists

could be cut dow to ileg, there
could be. 8 Cenies-Left
overmment, breaking the PS
rom 5 - allisnce  with the
Communlst Party.

Chirme's Caullists favonred &
head-on attack on the workers”
mavement, arguing thal ‘mini-
reforms', far from eafing into
P8 supparl, would give [he
workers o lasfe lor more

In Jdde 1976 Chirgs Towoded

the RPR and snnowmesd lis |

candidacy [of maver af Pariz.
Installed in the ety hall afier
the Mardh 1997 - monicipn
cizations, Chirac hwrned i into
& base i challenge Ciscard:

RPR sipgunsechi the clusiac
Cueidlisg hid for the rradiBonn
petty bourgeaine; fof fpanrine
free eoterpeise’  asd: -sgaine
‘eobtlectivisaion';  Tor - the
‘matiotul Jud:prndnrm: of
France' zgainst the ‘lmimation
of sovereignny’ impised  be
MATO:; agains’ the ‘tocialn:
communisl  dapger' of the
Lniem of the Left,

The Ciscardiany ars “soft on
ganumuniem” — sueh was Lhe
tone of an RPR rally of &, 000

only a fortndghe ago. The
anfi-Gilscard propaganda hes

been steppisd up  norecenm)
Witk
In  early January the

Ciscorfinng issned their own
clection platform, the Prog-
ramme de Blois. 11 listed 30
‘ohjectives” grouped  wnsler
foner chapter headings rrpifying
vapid - Aimsgican-aivke | liberal
phrase-snongering:  ‘free  and
protected citbrens”; ‘economic
progress im ‘the  service of
employmenti'; ‘sobdarity in the
service Of sodial jusonee'; and
‘radsimg the gualiey of Life',

To the extent than It EHYE
pnvtling the phatferm ‘s o
conlinuatim of [he  ausberery
plan pursued by the Ciscand-
Rayvmond Barre Goeernoment

for a vearand o hulf, with ligke
SRICCERE

Bt launching the platform
was -3 clever maove, Tor the
Cxaullisty were  pal o the
embarrassing position ol ol
bzt able to oppowe in witheut
formelly opiog our of the
o farity blos,

Al the pame time, however,
the Giscardians rigred 1ogether
thelr - Uniean fer  French
Democracy (suiprehously  |Hee
the e of Giscard's hook,
Fremch = Democrscy).  They
amaouneed that they would field
their own candidotes in the firg
round, in competition with the
RER

Chirag reacted anpeily (*The

andi-CGnulliss Front constiisces a
sudcidal  initintive . for  the
miajority't. and  escalated  the
rhetoric, calling the Cemrists
ard Radicals “courmesans' of
the President,

The lwo camps [orlher
disfgree Booul whag ta do ol the
kefowins, Chirac mainiains thar
Giseard  should  resipn a3
Presiden:, shifiing the batile
agains the beft onte the strests
Cisenrd cinsists That he will

remain im his. posc and Ay .

cooperle with a  Socinhsl
Frime Minister.

The right's disarray reflecs
the failure of the ruling class o
cofme up with an efleclive way
of dealing with 2 worsening
ceopomic - and  social crisis.
Unemplovment retnains over &
million, despite claims o the
.,.-::-:nrr.ar!«' by scandelowsby
manipateied figures reteased by
ihe government last week,
InfElion a8 seull wore than 11
peroerl a year

& recent Onpganisation for
Economic Coopenitian - dnd

L

Dewelopment sluds . reparied
thitl the imcome gap Betwieen
highest and Jowesl was preater
than i any  other: advanced
capalafisl Somry. Baske wags
eatis for |ndusiedal workers ars
L= 5 per ceot -lower in France

than ~ in  most  northern
Eurppean countries.
The ruling class has no

effective way [0 deal with rhis
crisis, This ooderlies-  the
dacrimooious ~division of the
capitalist. pariies - angd e
sourrilous charucier of their
campaigns. Leading politicions
— perhaps including Giscard
— have been implicieled in the
Falsification  of  wallols 10
mdvanoe ol he O eletions.

The righl’ scampalgn slogans
are  prodesquely  serite.  The
Independent Republican posta
albows a blue sky traversed by a
raksbew with the slogan; “The
good chioice for France!

The bosses canned face the
furere with confidence — po
miaster who cooes ot top on |9
March,

F i I
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What*s yomr own situntion ol the momeat?

The Charier has described my altuation n
its letter of 12 December to Mr Strougal
(President of the Mational Ascemblyh, That is
that my [(lar B under round the clock
surveillance by the police, YB (uniformed
pobice) agents are waiching meand ook atthe
kdentiny papers of those who come 1o visil me
gnd often preveni people from comibing in,
espevially il they are from outside Prague,

This is whot happened last Sunday 1o my
father-in-law (Jan Sabate, a party official in
1968, sacked and imprisoned after the Pragoe
Spring) who had come 1o visit my wife, his
daughter, They abso prevent people who are
an ke lig fromentering. and donot allow any
more people In once there are three people
et

Wha s on the ls?

Eomse fri=nds of minesach as Tulius Tomid,
Vaclay Benda, YVaveinec Korcls, the Euml
brothers, Karel Fraowind, Zdenek Fiser, eic,

Buai from whl ouliea?!

¥arioad. Mainly people who have been my
acquaiantances for a long tme, in siluations
which the police regord ms suspicious, For
cxample, ‘five o'clock teas’ at which 1040 15
people were present. At fwo.of these ‘teas’
there ave besn as many as 25 people present,
in the first cage for a lecture and the other time
at my birthday.

In the first month — | started keeplng count
an X7 Seplember afer the [irso search — U
people of all kinds came 10 see us; akogether
perhaps 13010 140 people have come

It annoys them cthat 50 many people have
comse b0, g0 they invend all Kinds of Hmitatioos
which are fllegal and confrary Lo the penal
aode, bot | am not in 2 position Lo compialn
againsl these praclices.

Have vou reacted 1o what the anthorilies have
been doiing to you T

OF course. 1 have wriiten to progurglor
ieneral Fejes, whose only reply hes been a
form ketier telling me that the matter will be
Inoked inie

Whrn did you send the letier?

A wesk later | wrisle another letter and [
have just compladned 1 Zhynek Kietweio,
the chief military procuraior, because ane of
his VB agents had cornmiiied a theft which i
puersshble by law,

In the porridat outside our Man this guy
jusstled the son of my resd fulivs Tomin, &
boy of 4, and tore pages out of hizs:-hamds
inclyding some of his father's  personal
correspondence. The police gave it back two
by laler

Acpart from this | have not done anyvhing. |
do nod think that there Bas been sufficient
fe&s0n

At the moment [ Krizgel and the Charter
are taking up my defence, Perhaps this wilk
fring reselis — 1 don't know. ['ve been
subjecied 1o many repressive mellids sanoe
January 1977 [the laonching of Charver V7).
mrd they have conlinued 18 gel worse.

| have lost my driving licence, my rank in
ihe army has been withdrawn, the elephone
i basen cwi of £, [ have haid problems ai work,
and recendly | got a letter socking me, which
o must have

T have got il
Sovou know already.

Have yon ssked yoor gmards why rhey are
keeping yom under surveillance?

Yes, often. They Jost invoke some order
staling Lthat if is necessary 12 teke my protest
tothe commissarial in Peace Square.

Fellow citkzens and friends have cried if and
have Tseen told thar this is .a simpbe
wdministrative measure from their polm of
view, and that they have received an order
Trom the Ministry of the [sterbos and it's all in
the hand: of some uoknown ‘operative’
isecurity ageni) whom no-ope kmows and
AC-00E CAN CORIA ..

Leaving asbde your personal situaibon, what is
the sktustlon now with regard to dhe Churter?

Taken as n whole, gomd, The Charter has
hecome more aclive again, there are three
spokespeople again, pew people are signing
and even giving their names publicly, therzisa
multiiude of activities, and, very slowly, the
barrier of fear |5 Hfung, !

For me, as a revolutionary Marxisr, the
Charter shows ¢lear analogles with the
Tranzlttonal Programme of the Fowrch [oter-
natbonal. 11 contains demands which, io the
gontext of the present systemi, are partly
realisable and partly unreakisable, They are
demands which get peopbs moving,

It ig trus that there are few demands
conceToing the workers, the working. Slass
gricely- defined, but ‘there are wvery few
“workers! in the narrow meaning of rhe word.

bevertheizis the Chader refers i two
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‘The barmer

of fear is

ifting’
interview
with Czechoslovak

oppositionist PETRUHL

PETR UHL is one of the most prominent advocates
of the Charter 77 human rights manifesto in Czecho-
slovakia — for which he has lost his job and been
subject to continual persecution.

This interview was carried out over the telephone by
an Austrian journalist sympathetic to the Austrian
Socialist Party. Petr Uhl gives his views on the state of
the Charter, police repression and his own political

convictions

intermational pacts whick our couniry. has
signed, pnd alio contalns prescripoions which
comeern the workers, and which have 1o be
pubdlicised

Alihoogh you say that the sctivity of the
Charier has expanded, we are recelving bes
mews (han we did ai the begimming.

That's possible; fewer numbered doci-
fenis are being issued; there have only been
twd recendly, numbers 13 and 14, Have vou
heard abpui pumber 137

Yo, I0"s abani paop music.

Thai's right. This 15 9Ery amponat for us
because young people are inierested in chis
Thers & pressing, and often elementary need
Farcwliural 1a0e,

Alsa, as far as 1 know, another document
has been published containing abour 80 new
dpnatires, That doesn®t seem very many, bt
one has to bear in mind the repression which
comed down oo each signatory,

11 is glse importanc that mest ol the
signatorics are young and are often manual
workers, This [ find very positive:

Alsg  there is  imiemse aclivily asounsd
holding meetings, At the start this was calied
the 'apti-universiy”. MNow W Use 2 MOoTE
merdest nume; i jimply 2 question of leEure
corsss in philosaphy or ortker apheres which
take plivce in Pragae and Broo.

o R i A

The Chaster has alse been successful in
taking up the case of P. Landovsky who has
been released from prisem, and also that of
Jarda Hutka, who still suffers perssoution,
but, it seems to me, of o less severe characier
than previouwsly,

All this activity has been  concretely
expreased around the Ormest trial. The
manmer b which it wos carried oul, the fact
that the verdict was fairly moderate, pernaps
has something e do wich the activity of the
Charier.

D vioou thimks ikpt the puthoriiies are showing
sipms of 8 cerimin folerance towards the
Charter, or perbaps -one should sy are
showring more intelligence o their chisice of
medhods in combattng T

I am, of caurse, very critical of the way the
autharities have beenbehaving, bol T must say
with satisfaction thas cthe Charter has, all in
all, becoine legal,

Both when | and other people have been
interpoganed we have: been told, ‘pocd, the
Charter s okay, no-one can take legal actlon
apainst you for thad, that's guite legal, bug
there's something else....” And they ry 1o
eitablieh the existence of certain political
contasis, of polifical Cactivity  soecalbed,
ouistde the Charter:
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Mutorally, it anooys them  haviog o

proceed in this roundabowt way, Except for
cerlain situations where it presents ceriain
temporary problems, it 18 oot possible to take
legal action agalnai someone who supporls
the Charesr, who types out ity documents and
distributes them.

Thers iz 5till @ reluciance 1o do these things
opendy bacapes cases of persecution, sueh ns
mine, are known; they wok rwo (Ypewriters
from me, and notking further has come:of
thon, no, | am convinoed, wikl they nitack me
an thil bisis,

1L wasn' ao clear at the beginning, Belore
Vaclae Havel jone of the first Charter
spokespeople) was released we thought thar
hie was onder artack explicicly for his Chaster
activiry, But we found out afterwards ther this
wiis not the case,

Samelimes ihere have been rumours geing
around that ihere was & gromp within the
Churter which wis planning terrorist aethins.
Evidenily this 18 an atiempt o discredil ihe
Charter. ...

That is quite pessible. The police have
dreamed up this group and these people. [
don't kave information abour this,

But ibere have beeninterrogaiions shout 15,

Yes, but it hasn't been stated during the
inferropations. According 1o the reconds, twa
guestions on Lhis sublect bove been pat i 45%
people during Imerrogations. Have  they
heasd anvihing aboui kidoapping or other
outtages, and should they answer yes, arethey
aware that they must depounes sach acts?

Oatéude of the rezords, verbally, my nome
has been mentiened. Bur when 1 asked my
“Friend' Jarda Basia (3 policeman if he and
his mutes were trsdog (o establish a conneclion
between me and this business, be said no, it
had been badly expressed and sron,

Adl in all this particalar police action was
very half-hearied, only affected iz people
and onky lasred a month, JTust befase it starned
Deimal and myself were beld for bevaesn 25
and 30 howrs, my far was searched ar che end
af Sepdemiber, aond after the search there was
saane  confusion amopg  the  Charter
conserning thess rumosrs of terroTism.

1t was put about that the palice suspected
e, [t wasn't the case, and [ don't thiok It had
any basis, bul people were seired with g sort of
TaRIC.

[t is false chat the police bad-said to anyome
that they had my flat bugged, tbai they had &
recording saving that | was in cantact with
Wesl Ciernan terrorists and was trying fo’get
bl of areng. Adl this s untrue,

Unformunately  people  living in - an
alrnasplere of  fear somefimes begis 10
imagine things and sarn rumours, some of
which even ges as far as Vienna. .

You have expressed support for ibe Fourth
Imternuibenal, Hecently you scmt 8 prodest
fetter agninst the  Berafeverbol (m West
Grermany . Lo you see any difference helween
your sicmation and thal of 3 siete really
mensted by ferroeism,  where  Che
Berufsverbot mighi hove gquile w different
characier?

Lsigned a collective leiter with six people. |
don't want to get into an arpuement, bui 1 da
mot think thar the Herulsverbor 5 direcied
AgBinst ferrarsis.

OF course mal. Bui there are certpindy peaple
who work in the palice or the chvil and puhlic
pervices who defend principles which pre
opposed lo ihose on which the siple js hased.
To he more concrete: I iz diffioull to empliy
people in the pollce foree who pre js favour of
thedestruciion of the syetem.

["m sure 14 65, In aoy crse I am Aol &
supporter of the West Germany palice. Bt
agree a4tk vou. However, accordipg to what 1
have heard one bas to raise certain objections
tothe Berafsvesbat. Especially with regard 1o
teaching. My friends whi have been affected
by this measare are ssientially eachers, In
thiigsense [ have proresied.

Dion"t ¥ou 1hink thut is siressing 50 sirongly
ihe principles of ihe Fanrih Intersaiional amnd
its infMeenee, you hove reduced the effective-
nezs of the Charier (n the eyes of wesiern
phlic aypimion?

When 1 refer to the Fourth International —
a% o ideologleal current, but oot on the
prganisational leve]l — this is net for tactizal
resans .

I 2 matter of conviclion, amd 83 A
communist 1 think that in el lrcumstances
one must 3@y whar ome thinks, and defend
publicly one's principler if only sothat no-one
can be deceived in the huture,

My activies and the. public defence of my
opinions  simply  demonstrate that  the
principles of che Charter ahd those on which
the Fourth Internatiomal are based are in
ApreEmET,

F o BEWERYR S
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THE TROOFS OUT editodal (23
February) is completely inadequale;
by smimply siading that the La Mon
hotsl bombing was not the way io
fight British imperialism, vou fail 10
place it in its proper coniext, and 1o
diraw the necessary oonchrsions,

The Provisional TRA s currently
lavolved  in &n sscalation of s
mikitary campaipgn; as part of that
campaign they have desiroyed, by
imcendiary and explosive devices, a
number of hotels in mral areas of the
3ix Couonties. The La Mon bomb was
ooe such arcack which weat wragically
{1 am tempted 10 say criminally)
wrang. Less than two weeks before
the La Mon iecident o buslond of
schoolchildren narrowly escoped
death andior infury when a bomb
fixed underneath ther bus fell off and
exploded  somme yards  away, The
driver of the bas is & member of the
UDE, and the bomb was part of a
campaign [0 Bssasinate members of
the VDR and RUC Reserve,

There are two points which 1t s
necessary 10 undersiand about both
incidents. First thal, obviously, the
operalions wenl wrong, through a
technical (ailure or the inepiteds of
the wolunieers mvolved, or hach
Secomdly thar they &re more than
simply regreitable fallures of a
cnmpaign againg British imperialismn:
both incidenis were part ol a
campaign against “soft' targets, which
has been embarked wpon  because
oither possibilities of military action
have been closed by the successes of
the British Army and the RLIC,

To the exlenl that ineptitude and
inexpeticnot played a pard in these
e imcidents, that alsa is a reflection
of the sweoess of Lhe sevuarily forces in
keeping experienced volwmeers oul of
action, In other words the La Man
bombing was not 4 ITagic a.u:n;:.:ln:j[:. (ETe]
Wil & neosssary outcome of  che
present telationship of foreess between
the Provistional 1RA and the armed
forces of imperialbam. So dong e the
present campaien & continued, and
enpecally i ris Darther escalaled, we
el eapect Marther horoilying Faalires,
&1 operaions go woong.

| wm T:".Il'rill'.li'r Sln:‘l"'ll'l Lo Lhe
conclusion thar the rime has come
when militants who have solidasi sl
with the znri-imperialist stragele in
the Six Coonlies, shoold say to the
Provisionais:  'Comrades, . your
military campaign has failed to
achleye dany concrete paHitical
resiles; 2 cease-fire onder  present
elrcumsances would bean admission
of partial defear, but il wouobd nllow
other methods of straggle, especinily
over priegnees, 0 develop. For the
snke of the stroggle, have the courage
i damp arms oow,'

BOB FURIME [Warwickshire|

Watch your
language

INTWO RECENT lsues of Socialist
Chalenpe | have noticed the nse of
language refleciing reactionpry
values,

Im Mews from MNowhere |2
Febrmary] bssue, you gsk for sidries
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Challenge
EVENTS
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phoni ‘s delek in blue copversing with
the compuier afier stopping a
loap-haired person, ihes sugpesting
that it coald be gither 3 mom or o
wonan  wlho B stopped, hal (he
ornnoiglions of 'long-heirsd’ woe
unguestionably male; it is only men
wiih bomg hair wha represent revoll
for ibe bourgeaisie, ihe police wnd w0
of, And ool wirden.

The oiher reactinnary linguistic dip
occurs In Jamie Gough's arlicle on
gay righis |9 February |, where he uses
the word “siralght” (o describe
beierosexnols, ‘Stralght' |8 osed by
resclionwries {0 mesn heferosesual
becunse §l wiso meosns ‘morally
respecimble’ and is the opposite of
‘e’ — perverted — which for them
Is whial homosexuals are.

By polming ihis oal. 1 do not mesn
that the content of eliher of ihe
articles was reacibonary, bist  Chal
revobutlonaries must ke carelul Boi 1o
alip imin resctinnory lingmlstle traps;
thus reinforcing resctionary views,
NICK HEWLETT |Paris]

Jewish
fears

BOTH MATIONALLY and in many
local areas it is becoming clear thar the
Jewish community 15 playing a majar
paart drn theanis-Fascist movement. B
inlenge cralicuim oF Zionism on the
part of the kel aver the past Len years
nas alienared the Jewish commuiicy
and, in comsequence, nampened Lhe
amvti-faecist strugghe

O course, any accomodation
hetween Zionism und Marxdsm s out
of the guestion, However, the [efi has
shown o lack of gemdne sympaihy
angl understandang for the particular
opprestion sullered by the Jews, and
failed o realise thar racism and
fascism ralse the spectre of anorher
holocaust, not only For blacks, buat
adegy for the Jews apain — mow!

After the Szcond Wordd War, the
Jewash miasses all over the world
turned do Zionism largely as a
respnse Lo the diowlle falere of (he
European fell o prevent e
destruction of Buropean Jewrvand o
provide ‘an alternative (o the figh
against ant-Semitlss,.  Henee  (he
umdersiandable tendency in the
lewith commuonity o identity
anti-Zinmism with anti-Semitism, and
the imitkal reluciance fo. co-operare
with the beft in the anti-fascist siruggle
— though the Jewish response Lo Lhe
Mari threal prows ever more mililant

LE this sltuation & 1o be revevsed, it
demands a serious AllEmpl on tac par
oif e -\."'||.I[|{"-|'IE.I:|-' socialists (o prodscs
acizar analysis of the Jewish qouestion
free from oversimplified sogans ths
el amde or ignore  the  complex
historical and psychological factors
invalved,

The socialst alt=rnodive has 1o b=
seen in prictice o iack e the problems
anel deep fear that still - confromt
Jewizh  comimuonibes  all aver Che
i,

CLIVE GILBERT [Bury Socialisi
Challenge Growp and member of the
Jewish Socialisf Group)

READERS should send (heir

letters to the editor, Saciskist
Challenge, 321859 Upper Stoeel,
Islington, London i
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‘Destiny
hindered
anti fascist
movement’

1 DMSAGREE with vour assessmend
ol the leleyision produciion el
Ligstiny. 11 probably hindered rather
thun helped the anii-fascist  move-
menl. Any workers who waiched it
right throwgh [pod many, probabiy)|
might have ended op sttrecied rother
thon repefled by the NF. Whai comes
ncriss in the play s o feicty atiractive
Irlend of stremgth, conlidence pampase
and plousiliility on the [oscisl sde.
I'his contrasts of conrse with the uller
hamkruptey, fechiensss and

ness of the other parthes. Toke the
scene where the Tory goes o the
Mation Forward offices to ‘confrom’
them. His whimpering banzlities
alrppl lwirness oed decency, his
athetic liberalism is med by the down
o earth  paditics of the Fascisis,
Cleaver’s. polities sre bused oo the
‘realitles’ of ihe uncle swumped by
biacks, ibe old lady will shil throegh
ibe door, eic.

What's missing from the play, of
course Is the genuwlne volee of ike kel
Mo e sceming evnical corrupd befi,
like the et labowrties n the play. Bae
tlse suthemiic volee of the antl-Fasckse
wuirkers, The ondy peoplbe who could
luve. fitled the hill — ibe siriking
workers, were, hecause of ithe
sirpciure. af  the play, compleiely
margimal (o (he maim sction. The
nppearance of [he white worker in the
Labowr Club making (be appeal Tor
money wndl help, was belaied, 1okon
and very very confusing. And he snly
reduoed the anti-faeasd guestion o
solidarity on b pickel ling — “hilwck
and white nnkte and fight®.

The left In genernl kas weleomed
this TY ploy a5 yomrreviewer-dld as s
nscinl weapom In the smtl-Faselsd
:q.lmu,gle. 1 lh'iu_L'_l:hIs muy he bhased on
u mischnceptinn of ow we =ddres
aur idess iy (e closs. The 1deus we
present buve b e orelated e the
experiences of fhe. people we =
lalkimg (0. %oesd of the revolinlinmury
left press b related fa the experiesoe
only of ilee smal cirde of peaple chuse
to fhi revolutongry befil, Edgar's play
was ouly Imended Tor an andience of
people who mlresdy hed s pood
umndersiandfing of what fescism k& =l
uhiiml,

Lesibn sade] thai propagands s mnsy
ideas 1o few people; mpitition Few
lidens o many peoapbe, UF this s 5o then
Destiny was very smhile propagands
direcied o few people “in the know!
ahout fasclm. 06 there was smy
effective sgitution in the play 1 was
expreised endirely hy the fmscists who
were able, wilh w few key idess, 1o
u!lﬂimmlngly plausible world omi-
iook 10 woarkers luoking Tor nnswers.
They spoke 1o (e expedience of (bhe
worklng class. The ¢lass”™ undessiand-
i o those experiences was wiong ol
cowrse, What the bl has o do (o
change this false understanding 18 1o
shop conprainbaling curselves on the
excellence of opr drama and
propaganda, step talking in = jargon
ridden secret Enmpoage and stan
paphreaskng onrsehves im relation to ihe
real eaperience of the class.

MICHAEL RRYAMNT. [Liverpood)
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Craldiner's &:&Ii’rm Spongers and
the overall delinithen of socialist art
mplisd [n hls letier (16 Febraary).
“The Spongers’, says Gandiner, ends
up recopstriscling and- reinforcing
b gy reabity @nd @ hosdrgeniz
world view!' because the ploywright's
made of expression is ‘hoargenis
naturalism'  which owacly cellecis
‘readity’ and does pot pose  any
allermalive foit, kow bofight back e,
Themood ol the play is pessimistic out
of which vcan spring the -seads of
repcicon,

It i, lsowewer, hard by p=e bow Tim
Allen's work can be agimilated (o
nacoraloom. Allen, 1 woauld SLIERESE, i
more e e reafist mould than any
naturalism,  Maluralism  esentially
turns the historical Inio Hee matural;
the relations berwesn people have a
preordained and dead goaliey o
fomger imaginable as being 8 dyoamic
creplion of men and  women
Muiuralism deals with  meticalogsly
observed detail and sorface pherom-
coon. 1t doey pot  show - fypdeal
Fedtwres o whal lies "hehingd® these
tpressicns, The writer is recdoced o
8 mete "observer and nod on sictive
parieipant in history.

Jim Allen, on tse conlrary, by i
wery chobes ol the tile even, does not
morely deseribe some 'phjeclive’
readicys lide i3 an active intersentien

numling

whi il ity I Mpmes, ToEDm
abaiil- fauna

Tennyscn Sond.

e H

CARMFF Sookalisl Challesgs Fongin,

SCAITHAMPTON Socialie] Challengs
Winmar - med  Sosdtin='  Challa
whiiy Joaitfh Kikwiighit oFf tha ilssing
cofmeminess of this Malwoal stariion
Gampwigr., personn ceoaphy, Wins-
in Tha
apchor, Enst Simer, Furthar demia
il

it an on-golng polideal debae. He
peneitaies the accidental-seeming
circumsdances: and reveal:s vpical
sopcral lws wt work — cancerned with
unemployment, sacial secariy,
the rofe of social workers, Labour
conmcils, and 0 oo from the paint of
view ol a working class woman,

Aldlen arpues through his selection
gl circumstances and chargoiers
Auains & prevalling view of ‘Tealite
which sges, the larpe proposhion. of
wiorking people on e dole as lary or
spaopers, This ig.a (alse peality and
therefore s ideclogical  He smplies
guite sxpliciily that royaly ase the
sperggers insteid It is hard tosee low
this can reinfurce hoorpecis reahiyv

Ihe deaths al the =nd of rhe play
wore clearly pol seen s dneveiahble,
Allen cleverly wnmasked: all che
dehaies and political decisbing hased
on  the cuds in - kedal povernment.
Clbviusly many people would think
Iwicenbout varing for Lebourcouncil
lowrs i adlermatives were put fosward in
the Form of the revolurionary lefi ar a
local evel, 1T Aflen's play liad tw
effect he desived, 1t seems very Lkely
thal Allen did hove soocess with he
play among the working elass,
judging - by the  Bmmdoy  Maill (8
warking ¢lass Labour supporiing
Seorrish paper) peaders woting it lop
television viewing for that week,

A sovialist asi disss noE seceisrily
menn the depiction of what could e
dome, By showing the  effects of
cupitalist policies, Allen asurely
bosters the kef in their fight apainst
the cuts, paves the way for the
snlervention of revalutionarics’
sixciglist salutinne, with the affecrs of
tourgenis idecdogy denied just alicte,

RN PRATT [Aberideen]
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i DO T THINK that John Sullivan
was villfyimg enliure in the manner of
Goering, ms ® member of the Socialist
Challenge Editorial Board suggpested
fo me when John milncked the
‘culimral rubbish® in the paper at the
conlerence of ex-Internutional Soctal-
il comrades. It s o matter of
ariemiation, though.

ii ihe paper is aimed 5 sdvanced
whrkers and miliians i shookd speak
to their caliural precccupations which
ofien, of course, resch [hem via
television. This does nol mesm =
regular socinl realisi colamn on
suceessive Druce Forsyih shows —
g forbid — bt it dois mesn tuking
U serious programmes in o semsilive
way. Afler all probsbly Ffor mofe
British shop stewards saw the
Marringe of Figaro on TV than did
members of the ‘mens peaple” In 18th
cembury Paris.

Avre not the political prenceapatiens
ol Besumarchois and Mozart of
imierest fo our movemeni? There is o
serial on BBOCY which [ar more people
are Ipoking al tham wsd Socabist
Challenge widl ibe aliernmtive cloeda
pal iogether, and which shoald have
emormous inieresi for socialists and
femimlstc, Oin oee weekend s monih
ibere were serinls on The Mayar o
Casterbridge and the Prime of Miss
Jean Brodie, iogether with To Kbl a
Mockingbird and the 1959 version of
the Doctor's Dilemmalt Meaty to ik
ghant | would have thowght, nol in 2
silemn and didecibc way ranming
secislism down people's throwls wi
every opporiumity. bui instead
puiting 3 humade and semsilive poii
of view in simplé and siraightlorsard
langmuge.

OV course, Thiz s very difficali e do
well— far more demanding than
staring &t the counter-cultere's navel.
Bul ask yoursell what woobd Mars
ave done? What were his resding
kabitsT Did he moi deligh im [he
populurissiion of Darwin's ideas in
wirking med's institules? Woabld be
have regarded & TY series oo one of
Flahert's novels as talking down 1o
poar ihick boggers wha wanted (o
laek ot some sty guoic show?

Make mo mistake, Socialisi
Challenge does not yei talk fo
wiltvanced workers bal 1o very, very
givanced omes, They may well be
Iooking ol BBCL, Though (ke paper i
# huge advance on is predecessor,
there are lighn years of distance oheud
ol us, The very besd of lock in making
a blively, readable revololicaary
weekly poper.

TED CEAWFORD [W. London]

TheCP’s
realroots

THE ARTICLE by Clive Turnbull,
along witk ather material in Socialist
Chollemge  on  the  Comumumnis
Partyiiesh, though well-neseasched
and  mon-acctorian,  lantalisingly
refiises Lo ingquire into theeclass naiure
af the CF — g necessily for glabaraiting
effective tactics,

Clive wrote; "The ool of the CPFs
Wailore' lies in s befrreformist
propramme.,:" and at the end: "As a
small cpgtre organisation, it should
have fucmed @way from lefl eocial
demncretic reformism and linked up
with forces fighting against  class
callabacatlonism, It refused te do o’
oy cmphasis)

Mow, to say semebody should have
done ¥ implies that it was withii
hs b possibility to de it though
5/ T didn’L, Clive seems, thersfare, o
think thae ‘the Left socinl democratle
programme’ af the CF & merely 8
ghasby aberration which can be
correctedt if  alternpives  are b
sufficienily caplained to them.

Put wlere do the programme and
activities of a party come froia® Surely
sl Tronn peopie’s heads, The kindsof
prctices of the CF described by Clive
are i fact eminently rational becwse
iher  correspond  lo porticelsc
incerests, Isn't it bigl time we related
w the CP on the uaderstnnding Lthat
fsst ot all) of the people who join it
dip i precisely becase ity PTOgranine
and practice are mot revoluthonacy
ftheir subjectivity amd - aocialise

phra y are qalie secondary), and
thal "small cadre organisation’ or Hoat,
there was and is no possibility of the
CF aligning iself with revadulionary
forces  on  anti-capiislist  and
anti-bureaueratic slriggbes.

Much v exchsded from this ketbér
andit is possibie only to towch opn what
s crucial: ibe classes or layers updn
which the CF resgs. Very bazically, 1
would suggest there are two. Fint, 8
wing of the trade union bireaucEacy,
including & seclion af ibop siewards,
which wishes o — &ye, dreams
“wiopinn hopes” — aboar directing the
hourgenis sconemy and the hourgeais
Stute ai the cxpense of private capiral
ithough Hke the batter, 1o the exclusion
o the working class),

The second layer is a section of the
salaiied  petit bourgeasske,  which
wighes to teke the bourgeois
demcratic demands of eguality and
freedom to their Biendts, bat which has
o interest or inlention of destroving
the capitalist S1are-or of transformin
production retatkens in the inberests o
working class power,

IF we
wani w0 politicise workess it s this
{among other things) thal we musl
grasp and transmit
JOHN WEAL [¥. Luwdon]

North West

Conference

& RECENMT mesting: at the
Warrington  Socialist  Challenge
group, addressed by Bob Pennington
— national organiser of Socialist
Unity, has sparked off a debate on
hiaw 13 bulld Socialist Unity, and if i
can be a springboard from which |
new, inified revolulionary orgadksat-
Lon can be formed.

This raises the question of whather
sacialisi Chalbenge is really playing
the role it coald — and shoald — 19
bring about the pims of building a
socialist altermative and a wnifeed
rewalatonary organiiation,

Warrington  Socialist  Challerge
group has thersfore decided to call a
norih-west conference of Socialis
Clallenge groups and supporkers 1o
be held on Satrday | April a1 the
Sockalist  Challenge  centre, 14
Picadlily, Manchesier.

The first sespion will star &t 11am.
We abso see this conference as being a
contribution to the delaoe gomberwy
in Lk Loternational Marxist Group
preparation  For s confereace —
soene of which kas been pubished in
the papes.

We feel that [our important
contributions hove already been made
in the pages of Seculist Challeage and
a1 dilTerens recent conferences.

These include the Battle of [deas
sipplement in issue uumber 31 «f the
paper (hased on o major dogument by
the Mationa] Commtittee of the IMG,
which members of Secialisi Challenge
proups  should  havel; "The
Futire of Soctelist, LUniry’, a
decummend by Paul Thompson E:r: the
Socialist Linity conference; 'Politics
and the Party' by Martin Shaw for the
ex-I5 conlerenc:) amt "o defence of
Socinkisl Clhallenge” in suwe oumber
31 af tlee paper.

Reocsuse we feel that the ideas in
these articies should be debared more
fully we supggest they Form che basks
fof The agenda, which of course would
B subiect Lo amendments or change i
the conference should so wish, We
hawe copies of all these documenis
avpilakle.

We also bmiend to invile Moarin
Shaw o — having given suppart (o
socialist Chaflenge — has made a
signitficant . contribition @ Ll
developing debate o the possibilitie
an budlding & widied revalelionary
arganisation,

W hilss e regret the desision of the
cormrades of Big Flame not tojoin the
editarial board of the per, We
wauld sl weleome Pail Thompsao
ps f o pugat speaker, B3 5 way ob
continuing the debate with Bip Flame
gn the meed o billd  Soeiokisl
Chollenge,

We shall alsg invite a member of the

editorial bonrd af the paper and
would ask the followang groups o
discuss the proposal i - therr Best
meeting; Bolton, Liverpood, Bury;
Preston, Leéiph, Hebdon - Bridgs,
Seaith Manchester, and Blrkenhead,
and o contact Warringion with any
sugpestion they would like to make:
All those wha propose support
this conference — and we urge
north-west suppoiners ‘of the paper 1o
do w0 — please coptact the addrsss
below, Discussion docnments will be
gemt oul ad soon os possible, and
further details will be published in
Socialis Challenge,
COCHARNLEY, (10 Mersey walk,
Warringion, WALISL, Cheshargh.

Connecting

with WIRES

SOOULD YOU fell me where ihe
newresd leshdan growp a? *1m dolng s
project on sexlsm in education, Could
you pefer me te relévani soorcest’
‘Could you tedl me about the various
Femninist  publicotions  avalkble  in
Britaln, and how | can get haldd of
iem?’ -

Thvese are jusi a small sample of ihe
gueries ihut WIRES pnswers coalinn-
ously, WIHES [Women's Informua-
tinn, Heferral and Enguiry Service] is
the mational information service of
tye Women's Liberation Movement
in Britpin. 1i was sei mp by ihe
mationnl WLM conference in 1975,
when il was evident ihal A
fast-growing movement needed s
own chunnél of communication, and
disseminatlon of imfrmation on 8
mational bevel,

Unlike most other forms of
erganlsed political groups, the WELM
bas wo cenlral commities, no
beadership. The undi of orgunisstion &
the group, A varlely of groups &
enguged s flghling women's
oppréasion — conseiousnss-rRising
ERONpE, Women's dbd support groups,
groups organised in . and  sround
women"scenires, direci petbon groups,
rapee crisis groups, proups iovobved i
angaing ms and so o,

H is therefore obvious thel &
movemen as iarge and diverse a5 oure
nesdls @ aptionnl orgun which wonkd
pasimilale Imformotion, bulld the
Women's Libkcrution Mosvement nx 2
cobesive meiwork which openiles
elfficlently wilhomi bigrarchical
gtrociures, wind Ohes build wp &n
accessible mlstory of oclivities and
information of the movemend, This is
one of the fonclions that WIRES
performs,

The other §s  the walional
iwice-monthly newsletier (hal
WIRFS proaluces. This concerns itself
meainly with keeping women informed
of whel & going on netlonslly —
conferences, mottings, WL publica-
livms, campalgns, elc. 11 alse opens ils
papes to Jetters, opinions and debate,
and carries reports of lecal acilons,
and passes on experience (rom
differeni growps. The newsbeiter hosa
high rendership, and is Iniemal (o the
Women’s Liberation Movemenl, and
is iherefore avallnble io womes only.

A collectlve of five women
operates WIHES at the mument,
whirh is now based In York afier
having speni ks first 132 years In
Leeds. We invite sislers 1o subscribe
1 WIRER; Individunl rates £6 8 yvear
{4 If poor]; groups £13 & year [£5 If
por ] Tor fwo coples,

WIRES COLLECTIVE
3 Padiameni Sireef, YVork

Widgery:
My smile

IT 15 1 who ls the Patron Saint, it
trinspires (Comment, 26 January, 1
and 9 Eehroary), And by defending
the Spedplist Workess Parmy, my
human face-mask-halo hes slipped
apd I'm letting down my  gulte
undeserved repulation ps everyope's
polifical nice E,m “Human lace of the
EP inceed | 1 decline Lhe honoar of
canonisation. My smile (a0 [ncreas-
ingly rare event) is more ke Radek at
choslng time than Dubcek in Spring,

Still I'm = grateful do. my
disapproving correspendents for
inadveriently demonsraring the postit
[ was trving to make — thal, despite
the political candy Moss,  Socinkist
Unity depends too much on fostering
inaccurate anii-SWP feeling, Steve
Casa pars the compact clichécase
apalnet us; Socialial Yorker 'conlalis
lirtle sericws En]lﬂ-:a] analysis’; the
membership |8 not increasing, its
guality declining and constantly
tamming over. Martin Shiaw repeats
gnd strengthens his wiew that ‘the
political lewel of SW is abysmally
Taw®,

0ld vweass like Mick Cosling (who
since the first issues of Socislix
Challenge have barely been able io
contain their dislike of the unity ling}
sccuses SWP, inter alin, of declaring
its own General Strike and censoring
it cormmpondense,  All dpres (hat
SWP's involvement in the Antl Moz
1eagus is essencially = plot against the
rest ol the left; in Marin Shaw's
words A “blatant attempt o bypass the
unkted anti-fascst nvovement”,

L= us examine these erlticiame,
Mot of them bave sope — alim —
basiz: all caricatures bave some
rescmblamce 1o realliv, SW bas
sometimes heen declamasory, crelio-
ising and shy of the marvellous; some
SWP leaders suffer from occasional
houts of megalomaning we have lost
some members of Tenl worth,

Biet in total the Shaw-Cass-Cosling
piciure B 2 caficatnre, and a highly
imaccurate one. Firsl, on member-
ship. SWP’s current duss-paying
membership is 4,700, #early n
thousand more tham our peak in the
1972-71 perind. Some AQe OEW, even
Eung. st at beast 30 have clocked up

vears in the arganisagion, nd o
Glasgow alose we have 30 comrades
whe have begn members for over ten
yeurs. 3
As For Socallst Worker's poditical
lewel, Just  plamcing through
the last Few woeks' fsswes, 1 have
enjoyed and learnt from: Tarkg Ali on
Levland; Phillip Ages on bis battles in
Hollnnd; Mickey Beoadter on. the
English national foothall team; Ray
Challones on the Liddle Towers case:
Paul Foor on the Laboor Party's
imotlgration-legislation, wod the
unofticial steslworkers” national
coqference; Billy Gates oo lack
Jones' enoblemeni; Reg Groved om
Charlie Chaplin: Tony Lynn and Mick
Rowling oo Dada; Fo Rollo on the
vovage of the Tewish refuges ship "5
Louis': aikd Cal Winslew's report on
the U5 mimers' strike.

Which of these woneld Martin Shaw
covsldes of ‘an mbysmally Jow political
levél, il or  just most? Al
far the lelers page, there iz much
pomitoversy. Iodeed | note that Lhe
Gpure Rils collective wrile suggesting
we Cermor letiers more siricily. We
are, of cogrse, no mors obliged 10
print every misive on ‘Socialist
LI nity” than they are every betler from
the Porwer of Women.

On the Apnti MNazi League, your
parrespondents” hostile atiitode
illustrates  perfecty their habitual
negativizy to all things SWE. Twork in
Hethnal Green whees many recently
arrived Ugandan Asinns, as well asan
older population of Caribbean and
Banglnd=shi migrants, maks their life
in the heart of a traditinpatly sirong
fasost wred.

Despite Hilda Kean's splendid
showing in the Splinlfields by-elec-
tion, IMG-Socalise Unity are a tioy
force. For most of the locals, the
attitude was 8 plagne on Bath theic
honses. Withio n few days ol the Anii
Poarl” Leapue being lormed, Brian
Clough's  statement, apd the
ansi-Fascist fromi pages — at Inst — in
thie Diily Mirror and the Newis of the
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Warkd, the whole armesphere visibly
improwed. Years ol hatiting by the
far lefo haod made aoil-Tascism
legitimate in mainstream culbuwre. A
point  sentemmend by Messes. Shaw,
Thompson, Kickwosd , Al and ChHEF
wionld mean sod all in Bethnal Gresn.
Canwenol thersfore have some credid
where eredit is dhes, rather than mare
retreading of political souT grapes,

(¥ course, the planisag seages pla
propagandn. operation like the Ant
Magl League are dons quietly] S0 was
the Committee of 100 ionch, aod the
Sanifesto of the 121 ingl  the
Algerinn war, Far from going behind
the hacks of people, Thopethe Leagoe
has the deceney nob Lo pablish ils st
of eminent socialists apd’ Temvinisty
whir pefused o sign o the emrly slages,
The League, & loose p anda
meovement ol lodividaals making &
personol stand, i0-no way conflicts
with the existing, de=legale and frades
council based, lacal anti-fascist
cometiitess which, it 0D cises, ard
aleeady sopported By SWP local
branches.

It has certainly been welcomed by
miany members - of the An-Racis
Anti-Faseist Co-prdinating Cam-
mitt=e (see pages 5 of Eaue 3 of the
excellent CARF), and members of the
TMC aught to be a litde restrained in
attacking the League in the name of
that body

Finally, on sexual politics, which
the Trotskyist detractors of 5WE
seldom raise, bul which has beo a
peoblematic area for many members
and @ lob of femimists and gay
revodntionartes, [ believe a fanda-
mental change of atiludes bas taken
plece bere, Even oy Bob Cant was
regaling the ex-I5 conferemce, wel
again, with ales of homophobia,
hundreds of SWEP members were
supporiing the Gay News defence
warch and John Lindsay spoke from
the platform for the 15 Gay Group,
Bow, of course, that doesn't tell yom
oo much about individua! comscions-
Tiess, bt [ believe thers has been a e
chamge in SWE, and & fair reacer of
Womsen's ¥oboe and 3W woukl sce 8
prrgine and new commibment 10
sexpal politics. Loog belated Bt mary
be, it perbape it's more neaningfial
than an inarani conversion. There %
sischa ting, Bob, s living in the past.

T shom, the wibely bromdeast
reports of SWP death, a5 Clawde
Cockburn said of his obituary in The
Times, are somewbar overstared”. A
peespective  bullt around the
irrelevance of SWE would be a
historical biunder, And I repeal my
[unanswered) question abowt the
dusl-pessonality of the IMG,

14 there 8 genvine change of bewrl,
ar do thilngs ssilt stand, in che wirds of
the lasr puhlished United Secretarist
Theses on Britatn (Tan "76, Sectlon
12} “Through fraternal debate,
pa]’cmi-:: and the demonstration of
the correctness of laline in practice, il
seeks 1o hreak (ope could write &
poem om thal word, DW) them away
from their originnd shibboleths and
comvince them of the peod o regradp
their forees wich the [MEGG, to cresbe
strengthensd and united revobu-
Hanary organisation n Britain, under
the banner of the Fourth
International'?

Pecauss when 1 read this and notice
that, in Quseemof wll places, Tarig Ali,
oF whopm ooe would have expecied
hetier, choosss bo make wei another
condescending attack on the SWE
patber than advance the case for
socialiam, T begin 10 wonder i this
non-sectarian transformation has
been achieved singply by inversion of
the preceding sectarianism bl
pursued in Uhe same mentaklily,

In such & case it onght [0 bse quite
clear why SWE dess G0l want an
organisational - merger  with  [MG,
even i it were much larger,  betler
bawed and with o more impressve
politeal record, As ot joing electoral
cundidares, SWE ia currently
reviewing it experience.

Tsuspect SWF will go alsead with a
more  modest . programme  of
cundldares and perhaps support
Socialist Unity apecations in - other
areas, But the éxact arrangsments do
pot seem b me Lo be the real issue,
Whne perhaps can. be wnid moee
modestly than the Socialist Undry
schema, is. that the far left Bas
wegthered the warst ~of  the
retrenchment and thal sll sorts of
leftied in all sorts of paitles and none,
men and women, gays and leshians,
aré more confident and morg
co-operative than for years, This iz
soquething higger than both of b

DAVIDWIDGERY [N.T.oadoa]
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AGAINST RACISM

TWO THOUSAND siudents marched through
London on 22 Febreary in opposition lo the racit
gonias impozed on overseas stodenis.

THE SPORTS ERDITOR of a North Landon group of
newspapers has been fold by manapement thal his

The march, organised by the
Matiops| LUhion ' of -Stedenla,
was fed by Thames Polytechnic
smudents mpion, which has been
oecupying the college for 1he
past forimight.

The demonstration wai in
opptaila o attempis by the

Inner  London  Edwcaticn
Authority 10 ocut  overseas
ghident numbers  through

quotas on admissions,
Thames' president John Foed
was cherred when he povoied
ol thal the days’ petivilies were
fnob anend in i emseves, but the
lirst sleplaisuncing & natiomal
campalgn Bgsingl the guoths
and raclsm in edweatbon.
Thames will ‘be caling o
further national day of #ctiomn
on ® March in London. Far
spesken, phone Thames Poly
stutlents ooins on 01855 D1,
s Following Che dictates al
‘Hammer' %ches,

the. Meirg.

palitan Podice commmande:, the
Hroad Left leadern of the MUS
eagcuttve  hawe  gwitched &
demonstration on granis —
planned for Londunon 3 March
—io Birmingham.

The decision wea  fsken
withoal coomaltation with the
unicn . exechuive, despite me-
quesia from enecutive membeos
befonging., o the Socialkt
Stodent Adlamee [or soch &
seeeling.

Borminghom ~ Arez  NLIS
oppossd the change of venoe, s
did the 554 und rhe Moikcmal
ion of Inferniiomal
Sociglist Societies,
Colin:. Talbot;, an ‘55&
member on the uninn execidive,
sy the Alllance hay called Tar
un all faf obdliEtdon lae
Blrmingham, but lsorpenliing o
massive inlersemtiion [0 expose
the execubive cowardice and
imactian”

Journalists

r =
anti-
;

reports

attacks on the Mational Front are ‘loo provocative’,
and he has been ihreatened with the sack, reporis
GEOFFREYSHERIDAN,

Ken Bargeas; aporis editar of
ihe Islingion Gasetie, Homsey
Jowrnal and Camden Jowrnal.
warned football  fans in a
praminen: back page article on
A Jameury: 'Thon't be conned
by Mazisl®

The fallowing week, Bureess
wrobeRrepars on the decision of
Argenal's Jewhil supporiens Lo
il the Apt Mari League,
Withoor any consultalion weth
Burgsss,  groap editor - Mike
Pearce watered down the story,
geleting references 1o Marzis!
andihelLeogue'sacldress

Pemrce promplly issued o
lormesd warning Lo Burgess,
which the Mational Unien of
Journalise both  locally and
nafionally is demanding  be
withdriam,

The WLIT chapel ar the Morch
Eamdon - group: hay - stronely
aoposed ratisin, securing foom

mEmagement @il oyear - an
AEreEmLIl o face reEpoTiing,
inchuding conlination of the
union's owi guidslines and a

positive  poficy ol exposing
RECism
I waas the Hormsey Jooraal

part of the groups which s
awned by Hearr of England
My Brs Limited —_
which last Aprl peblished a
brilliant {ronr. pags montage
denouncl o the Maxsis,

“We heleve there has been
PrERsure from 1o A napemeEnl
every sincsthat fronl pages, " sy
Clive Sleele, father of the
Idington Cazetiechapel.

‘A Tar ay wa're ponosrend,
Pearee  actéd - umethicslly © in
CEMsOring AN RoCUiale sLory nn
the Arssnal sapporiers. render-
ingitinnecurate, bt now ooks ax
1f we're on the threshald of a
maor can lroniation. ©

Money, money, money...

Scandpbous! Owmirspecus! Un-
believahle! How could yom
huve sunk o bow? Omkr £
canie in lasl week's poat Tor the
Emergency Fund.

W thought It was cleir that
wewere relvlng oo the matursiy
and understanding of readers.
We did npd want wild, edzs.
tonakis oppeals for money.
Were wewrong! We hopenot.

Though we might have o
resort 1o such devices if money
does ol comse in over the next
few weeks. We need £1000 by
the time the mational confer-
eice of Sodalist Chullenge
suppariers. talies place on 37
May, Thai means we still teed

£ B0k I_n_1:a| Supporiets
ahoubd organise special drives
iarakse the money,

We peed ths mooey kol jusd
1o pay off our creidiors b
most impermntly to tuy g small
printimg  press. Cme  of the
wepknesses of the paper has
been qur failore 1o produce ois
of lenfleds, slickers and-poslers
o advertise the fEel 0 e
lave the Bbest revoliblogary
paper in Bretain,

Withowl our own press the
cost is profifbitive. The mopey
wi have to dete would handly
cover the cost of o monoth's

supply af ink, 5a if wou want 1o
replly. nssist the long  term
grivath - of the poper then
SUppPOrL our emergency appezl,

The regular fund drive o
gstadn the paper and painl the

Tatlin tower . redsreceved -a
weloome  Bocar from our
bankers orders, Thess toral

L1338 per month and represent &
real commitment B the fuiure
ol the paper.

Jusl cveer L300 oF thig toin] hes
been collected ns part of the
campaign G sponsas T B
Journalisr. I you want 1o
K1Y | rl:H.'I.IJE.'i doaaton then (Ul o
ihe form on theks page and send
i 1o Soclalis Challenge,

This brings the total 10 daie
151 the Tatkin fower fund drive to
E9E7. 2, We pre now over half
wiy Chere, bt il behind
targel. With ihe emergency
appeal und  the fund drive
ranning logether we utge our
supporiers U make 4 special
cttort.

Char thanks o the bankers
order donors and the following
for the dooDations ‘to che
ST EEncy Appeal;

Mewham Socialis: Challarnge

Group 5.00
A. Jonss G.00
J. Pastars | W
M. Miluihilll

We’ll be
meeting

THE FIRST nuticiaud Socialisi
Chalienge eonference will be on
Salorday IT May in Tasndien,
Thiz will be' open o wll
snpportens of the paper.

Simee the paper was lawiched
less (i 0abe year g0 ekl lave
heeen riging loepfly and Socialisc
Challenge groups mmshroeom-

Img. This conflerence will be the
[irsl opporiaaily  Ter  (hes
gronps amnd suppoeriens (o meel
nacloaaly and debate aml their
EX b,

Azpartof the preparwlisn Tir
this conference te paped of the
paper will ‘be opre e oor
suppirters 1o mpke  thelr
comiments om  the post amd
fture of Socialst Challenge.
Tive North ¥West groupes, al The
request of e 'l-"r'nr:'ulgmrt
SUppariers, are orgamising a
reginmal conferemce.  Odher
reginasshould igke node,

Full detsils of the agendn an
the Muy confercmce will e
annoanced in ihe sexiweeks,

SPECIAL

YOLUICAR now obiein s copsel
this nnigues publication for only
15p. The speciml, produced gl
the immeof the kb anniversany
of the Kissian Revolation, has
been designed by David King,

and  Cconlmins o previously
unpublished text by [Izasc
Deutscher.

This musr be the hargain of
themonth ar 25p.

Bither ask wour bocal paper
aetler or send a chegue or POk o
Socinbist Cleallewge for 25 pius
I ippostage

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Domsesthe: 6 months, 25; 12 manihs, £10
CAbrond: Aicmabl, £16.50, Surface, £10 per wnam,

Same

Aclidress

I enclose 3 donatien forthe Fighting Fomd of

Cheques, POs and Money Orders should be made payable 1o "Soclalisi Chatlenge”,

Complere and return to:

Socialist Challenge, 3289 Upper Streel, London N1,

Roplatered with ihe Posi Office a5 & newspaper, Published by Belpoerssi Lid, Tor Secinlist Chalbenge, 3283 L pper Streel,, Londos N1




